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Representation  0/  the  Society  for  tU  Probation  of  the  Go^et  in  Foreign  Part,. 

[New-Tork  Papers,  Bundle  Ee.,  No.  31.  J 

To  .h.  Right  Ho„6".  the  Lori,  C.„„„i„i„„e„  for  Trade  and  Pla«„tio„.. 

Sheweth 

&  Queen's  County,  whcl   Act  (  "rv  tn^   V         Z  !"'"  "^"""'^  "'  ^''='"""'"''  ^^-''^'-ster 
then  of  late  oveil      L  I    o    IT  '^  '"r       ""''  P-l'"--"e-  -xl  licentiousness  had 

and  to  the  end  ti.e  sa  „e    ,  i'l  t  he  "i'"'  f  T  "'"'"'  '''■""'^>'  ''"°"^'''°"'  ""'  ^'^  «--. 

was  enacted  :  t        t     "  s     '      b  •      .77      f"'  ^"^  """""""^  "'  ^°'  '"^'^  Adn.inistred,  i 
Minister  to  oflicia te     ,d       vc.rf       '/""?'  ""'  "'^""''^'^  '  «°°''  ^^'^'^'-'^  P-'-'""* 
Act,  in  the  sever     ph      an.     1-     "    <,  ""I'""  ""  ^""  '"''^  "'"'^"^  ^''^  P"^"-''-  «f  ^'"''t 
careof  Jan.ucaa„r        ;,;T        T  '"    '" '^'^^  mentioned,  one  of  which,  was  to  have  the 

assessed,  levyed     o  e  ",  n    Ti'""      ""'"  ""'  '''^""'  ""^  ''"^^*'  «''°"'*^  '^^^  »"""«"y. 

Queen's  County  trerofltv^H  ">V»^'"'— «  "^  the  said  Minister  of  Jamaica  a 
were  therein  contained  brh'  [T''  '"  ?","?  ''^°'^"^^'  '^^  -""^  P^'-  And  directions 
maintenance  for  tirilt  St  J"':' thcV"  !"!j"'f  "^""^«  ^^-'y  '»  "^der  to  raise  the  said 
pay  to  the  Minister  th  o  J;;  ^  ,  ,  ''^  '"^ -'"'""  '"  ""'^  ^''^P'^'^^'^^  ?-'='"'='«'  --e  to 
of  five  pounds  ior  eu  17/2  "7"'"'""?  ''^ '''''  ^'>"''"  l'"*^'^^'-^  P"y"'«"t8  under  penalty 
P  each  neglect,  refusal  or  default.    And  it  was  enacted  that*  the  respectivl 
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Ministers  that  should  be  settled  in  the  respective  precints  therein  before  named,  should  be 
called  to  officiate  in  their  respective  precints  by  the  Vestry  Men  and  Church  Wardens. 

That  the  said  Act  of  Assembly  received  the  Royal  Confirmation  on  the  11'"  of  May  16 J7. 

That  in  the  year  1703.  The  Assembly  of  New  York  passed  an  another  Act  for  the  belter 
explaining  and  more  effectually  putting  in  execution  the  forementioned  Act  and  thereby  further 
provision  was  made  for  the  laying  a  tax  annually  for  the  raising  the  maintenance  for  the 
Ministers,  and  it  was  enacted,  that  all  the  payments  that  should  there  after  be  made  and  paid 
to  the  then  Incumbents,  and  to  every  Incumb'  who  should  there  after  be  presented  instituted 
and  Inducted,  for  the  respective  maintenances,  should  be  made  and  paid  to  them  in  currant 
money  of  the  Province.  And  it  was  further  enacted  that  the  respective  ^  fry  Men  and 
Church  Wardens  for  the  time  being  or  the  Major  part  of  them,  whereof  one  Church  Warden 
should  always  be  one,  should  and  were  thereby  impowered  to  call  and  present  after  the  death 
of  the  several  Incumbents  for  ever  a  good  sufficient  Protestant  Minister  within  one  year  nex 
after  the  Avoidance  of  any  of  the  said  places  which  Minis"  should  respectively  be  institut..) 
and  Inducted  to  the  Churches  and  so  as  often  as  any  of  the  said  places  became  void. 

Which  last  mentioned  Act  also  received  the  Royal  Confirmation  upon  the  30"-  of  March  1704. 

That  the  00  pounds  a  year,  whether  in  country  produce  or  in  New  York  money  not  being 
of  itself  a  reasonable  maintenance,  for  a  good  sufficient  protestant  Minister,  the  \estry  or 
Inhabitants  of  the  said  precinct  of  Jamaica  and  of  several  other  places  within  the  province  o 
New  York  (where  the  allowances  appointed  by  the  said  Acts  of  Assembly  were  as  little  or  less) 
have  applyed  to  the  Society  for  the  propagation  of  the  Gospel  to  send  over  Missionaries  from 
Great  Brittain  under  salarys  from  the  Society,  which  the  Society  have  from  time  to  tune  done, 
and  the  said  Society  on  their  parts  do  so  far  provide  for  their  Missionaries  that  the  annual 
allowances  which  they  make  to  their  several  Missionaries,  Schoolmasters,  and  Catecliists 
within  that  province  of  New  York  amount  to  (535  pounds  sterjs  a  year;  of  which  6-5  pounds  a 
year  is  allowed  by  the  Society  to  a  Missionary  and  Schoolmaster  in  the  precinct  of  Jamaica 
aforesaid  besides  furnishing  the  Missionaries  for  their  own  and  their  parishoiiers  use  with  Books 
and  small  Tracts.  The  said  Society  being  always  willing  to  assist  such  of  the  British  Colonys 
as  are  desirious  to  contribute  what  they  can  on  their  parts  to  the  maintenance  of  the  protestant 
Ministers  among  them. 

That  some  years  since,  the  Society  sent  over  M'  Poyer  as  their  Missionary  to  the  said 
precinct  or  Parish  of  Jamaica,  who  continued  there  and  received  the  appointment  made  by 
the  Act  of  Assembly  and  the  Society's  additional  salary,  to  the  time  of  his  death  which  happened 
about  the  Month  of  Jan^  1731. 

That  upon  or  rather  before  the  death  of  the  said  M'  Poyer,  the  said  W  Colgan  was  appointed 
by  the  Society  their  Missionary  in  his  stead  and  he  being  in  New  Vo.l^  ;it  M'  Poyer's  death 
officiated  and  performed  the  duty's  of  Minister  in  the  said  Parish  ,.f  i;.',..aica  from  the  mw.itu 
of  June  1732  and  is  since  inducted  into  the  Parish. 

Notwithstanding  which  the  Vestry  did  not  pay  him  the  said  New  York  maintenance  but  kept 
it  back  and  the  Assembly  of  New  York  have  passed  an  Act  (which  was  published  the  1"  of 
Nov'  1733)  to  impower  the  Vestry  of  the  parish  of  Jamaica  in  Queen's  County  to  dispose 
of  sixty  pounds  .'o-  in  hands  of  the  Church  Wardens  of  the  said  parish  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  thpl  f'-v '^h  ;  wh;.:h  Act  recites  that  after  the  death  of  M'  Poyer  late  Minister  of  the 
said  Parish,  :.<r\  ^  ore  the  induction  of  M'  Colgan  the  present  Minister  thereof,  there  was 
raised  in  the  suid  purish  sixty  pounds  &  paid  to  the  Church  Wardens  and  no  persoa  intitled 
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llZl'^tt  "T^-  T'  ''  ''"''■  "t"  '°  ""  '"'-•"'-"«.  therefore  it  is  enacted  that  the 

Ts  Jh.  Tl    ^T  ;7  '.'"'"'  ''"^  "^°'">^  ^'■""^  '^'  C''-^h  Wardens  and  may  apply  i^ 

to  such  use  and  beuefU  of  the  Parish  as  they  „r  the  major  part  of  then,  shall  think  iL        ' 

ha       e  boc.ety  conceives  there  are  many  irregularities  us  well  as  hardships  in  the  said  Act 
which  they  ofler  to  your  Lordi'P'  consideration  as  follows. 

J.  That  of  that  year  for  which  the  GO  pounds  mentioned  in  the  last  act  was  raised,  the  said 

M'  Colgan  had  o  heated  above  nine  mouths  as  n.iuister  in  the  said  Parish,  and  he    a    been 

nee   ormally  inducted  there ;  and  the  ground  of  the  Act  now  complained  of  sen    to  be  on  ^ 

.s.  that  during  that  time  tho'  W  Colgan  might  ofliciate,  yet  he  was  not  actually  inducted  bu^ 

he  Society  conceive  that  that  is  neither  u  true  explanation  of  the  former  Act  o    Asset  by 

Int  f  1    "m     :  ""^'^^^V'"'"'^'  "''  "^""'^"•^'''  ''«-*"•  -  -ducted)  nor  is  by  an^     ea  ' 
gra  eful  to  the  Society  who  sent  and  paid  JP  Colgan  on  their  parts,  no    yet  just  witif  regar" 

A^\'^llT''VTf"  '^''*  ""  ^"'"'^'^^  °^  ^'^  ^"••'^  ^""•'^  "«'  '^"ve  consented  to  this 
Act  had  It  been  fairly  brought  in  and  had  all  party's  (particularly  M'  Colgan  who  is  attL^e 

nto  tne  Assembly  and  passed  of  a  sudden  in  the  absence  of  m'  Colgan  (whose  parish  is  a 

o"b  luv r  '^'"".^'^^r'""^  ''"""^ ''''  ^"^'^^^^  ""^"°-  ^«  ^""'  -'-  the:efo  har. 

possibility  of  opposing  it  there. 

3.  That  as  the  former  Acts  had  settled  and  dedicated  this  sum  for  the  maintenance  of 

Ministers,  admitt  ng  it  might  not  belong  to  W  Colgan  while  he  merely  officiated  as  Zstef 

yet.  so  soon  as  he  was  actually  inducted,  the  Society  conceive  the  afrears  since  the  f™ 

umbents  death  belonged  to  him  in  point  of  Law.  and  he  had  all  sorts  of  titles  to     ,  lavTi  g 

actually  served  the  cure  in  his  own  person  as  aforesaid.  ^ 

nf!'V^!"?'/l;r  "^''^'"''^"'^"^^  ^'^«  «^n»^ted  by  the  Assembly  of  New  York  for  the  settlement 
of  a  Protestant  Ministry  and  that  they  might  have  Cod's  ordinances  duely  Administered  a.non' 
them  the  Society  conceive,  it  is  not  properly  in  the  power  of  a  future  Assembly  to  alter  tie 
usesjor  which  the  settlement  was  giv.n  and  intended,  and  to  take  away  and  apVy"  U  toat 

nn!"-'?^  m'*  '""'''''^'■''•*'*^"  '''''''''  '^^'  "Edition  from  this,  that  the  former  Acts,  which 
appointed  this  settlement  and  maintenance  for  the  Minister  for  ever,  received  long  since  e 
I  oy  1  confirmation,  but  this  last  Act  of  the  Assembly  effectually  repeals  what  the  Crol 
Itself  had  established,  and  yet.  never  takes  the  least  notice  of.  or  Lntions  hose  formed 
Acts,  wherefore  the  Society  hope,    though    this    be  a  single    pa  ticular     as      yet     be^T  a 

C.  That  it  was  sometime  before  the  Assemblys  of  New  York  were  induced  to  make  the 
tlenient  before  mentioned,  and  it  may  be  feared,  that  if  this  present  attempt  should  receve 

the  w  ho  e  Revenue  and  maintenance  appointed  and  established  for  the  settling  and  maintaining 
a  Protestant  Ministry  in  the  Province  of  New  York  forever.  """aining 

•  .J';^f  "'•*'•  "P°"/''«  ^'''ol«  the  said  Society  entreat  Your  Lord-  to  report  the  last 

Act  of  Assembly  which  .s  intituled:  .^An  Act  to  impower  the  Vestry  of  the  Parish 
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of  Jamaica  in  Queen's  County  to  dispose  of  sixty  pounds  now  in  tlie  hands  of  the 

Cl.urcli  Wardens  of  tlie  said  Parish  for  tlie  use  and  ijeuelit  of  that  Parish,"  to  His 

Maiesty  for  his  disapprobation  and  disallowi  nee. 

"•     -^  "^  Feud.  Jen..  Paijis 

for  the  Society. 

10.  May  1734. 


Oovernor  Cosby  to  the  Lw'ils  of  Trade. 


[  New-York  Paper*,  Bundle  '£»..  No.  M.  ] 


New-York  19.  June  1734. 


My  Lords, 

I  beg  leave  to  inclose  to  your  Lord^P'  my  speech  to  the  Assembly  their  address  thereon, 
and  an  address  of  the  Merciiants  of  this  [Hace  to  me;  the  two  main  points  I  came  hither 
determined  to  pursue,  are  the  riglits  of  tiie  King  and  tiie  interest  of  the  people,  one  I  have 
recommended  to  them  througlioul  my  specfii  and  pointed  out  the  ways  most  likely  to  Hevive 
their  Trfde,  whirh  in  truth  is  in  a  very  declining  state  and  to  fortifye  their  province  against  a 
time  of  war;  and  this  I  have  done  without  the  least  private  view,  it  lyes  upon  them  now  to 
do  their  part.  The  other  it  shall  be  my  study  and  my  utmost  eudevour  to  maintain  i  have 
begun  already  to  put  the  collection  of  the  Quit  Rfuts  upon  a  better  foot  than  hitlierto  they 
have  been,  by  obliging  the  Sherrifl's  in  the  respective  Counties  to  collect  and  return  them  to 
the  Receiver  General,  but  that  without  the  assistance  of  the  Court  of  E.xcheciuer  won't  do, 
for  the  Court  of  Chancery  has  not  given  that  dispatch  to  business  wliich  the  King's  suits 
require;  this  was  talked  of  by  the  Judges  o!'  the  supreme  [court  J.  long  before  my  arrival,  aiui 
upon  a  full  consideration  o"  it  they  resolved  to  ndmitt  and  hear  Causes  in  the  iMpiity  side 
of  the  Exchequer,  having  as  their  predecessor  always  had  sutlicient  authority  by  their 
Commissions  for  so  doing,  in  pursuance  of  what  tlie  Judges  had  so  resolved  on,  wherein  they 
hud  the  opinion  and  concurrence  of  the  most  eminent  of  our  Lawyers  at  the  P>ar,  an  ordinance 
was  prepared  for  appointing  sittings  out  of  term  for  tlie  greater  dis|)atch  of  business,  and 
revised  by  the  late  Chief  .Fiislice  .Morris  and  the  other  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  afterwards  past  by  me  with  the  advice  ol  His  Maj'*'  Council;  about  tliis  time  the  Attorney 
General  filed  a  Bill  in  the  Eqiiiy  sidi)  of  the  lOxchequer  against  M'  (tip  van  Diim  the  |)residcnt 
of  the  Council  of  this  I'rovince  (or  half  the  Salary  ami  percpiisites  of  the  (iovern'  (lor  be  ha<l 
r.'ceived  the  whole  from  ('oil :  Montgomerie's  dcatli)  which  bis  .Majesty  had  been  Craciously 
pleased  to  give  N)  me  for  which  van  Dam  plciided  and  demurred;  the  .\tt:  (Jen'  and  the 
other  Council  retained  (or  the  King  having  prepared  their  arguments  against  the  plea  and 
demurrer  rose  up  to  speak,  but  .Morris  wilhout  speaking  a  word  to  the  other  two  Judges  lold 
them  they  must  speak  only  to  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  ("ourt  to  liolil  pleas  in  Equity;  this 
surprised  them,  as  well  it  iniglit,  they  desired  leave  to  argue  the  whole  plea  and  demurrer  and 
not  that  particular  point,  (or  that  what  they  had  to  say  on  that  head  was  no  blended  and 
intersper«.  d  with  the  other  parts  of  their  argtmients,  that  they  could  not  well  separate  thetn  ; 
tills  however  would  not  be  admitted  by  .Morns  lor  an  Excuse  so  that  la;  obliged  them  to  speak 
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to  that  single  point;  Van  Dam's  Council  were  under  no  surprise  nor  made  any  apology,  but  as 

•f  they  iKKl  be  ore  ban      been  instructed  by  Morris  they  read   their  argument  on  tha    s    g 

pon.t  vvuhout  the  least  hes.lation  whereby  the  Kings  Council  conceived  that  they  had  prepared 

themselves  for  that  alone  and  Morris  hin.seif  as  soon  as  ever  they  had  done  speaking,  pulled  out 

of  h.s  pocket  and  read  a  long  argun,ent  against  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Court  to  try  Causes   , 

Lquuy  and  agamst  t  e  Kings  Authority  to  erect  Courts  of  Equity;  thus  he  who  by  his  oath 

and  ofl.ce  was  obhged  to  n.aintain  the  King's  prerogative,  argued  strenuously  against  it  in  the 

ace  ot  a  nun.erous  audience,  teaching  the  people  irreverence  and  disrespect  to  the  best  of 

K.ngs,  and  to  h.s  Courts  of  Justice,  and  he  who  ought  (nay,  in  common  decency  should)  have 

aken  some  t.me  to  consider  the  argument,  on  both  sides  before  he  gave  his  opinion,  came 

before  he  had  heard  e.ther  side,  with  a  paper  in  his  pocket  in  n.aintenance  of  that  part  ^f  Van 

Dam  s  plea  winch  by  nis  argun,ent  appears  he  had  not  then  seen;  and  indeed  his  /eal  was  so 

fhTT;l    H      r,     '  ?".'""'  :'  "''"■■  '"'-'  '"'^''  ^''"'^""  '^  ^^'^  S-^'-'S  to  read  his  own  opinion  ; 
the    wo  other  Judges  tho'  nu.ch  ama.ed  at  Morris's  behaviour,  yet  said  noticing  at  that  time 
resolv.ng  to  consider  the  arguments  on  both  sides;  M^  Delancey  the  Second  Judge  gave  his 
opimon  ,n  a  (ew  days  with  much  judgement  as  I  am  informed  in  justification  of  the  Authority 
o    the  Court,  and  of  the  King's  prerogative  to  establish  Courts  of  H.p.ity  in  the  Plantations; 

^^    ^  ' r  '^  •^'"'^''  ""'  ^""'"^  ■■"'''>'  ^''^'^  ''•'••»  S-'-'  •''«  "i'i"i""   tl-  first  day  of  the 

next  on  the  same  side  of  the  ,,ueslion  will,  Judge  Delancey,  Morris  not  bein,  then  present, 
but  the  next  day  upon  the  Bench    and    in  open  Court  before  a  great   appearance  of  people  he 

old  Judge  Delancey  and  Judge  I'hillipse,  tho'  he  had  never  seen  nor  heard  the  opinion  oi  the 
latter  that  their  opinions  and  reasons  were  mean,  weak  and  futile  and  that  they  were  only  nis 
assistants;  those  Judges  as  they  had  cause  resented  this  treatment  and  being  constant  to  their 
opinions  told  Chief  Justice  Morris  that  their  authority  in  determininu  points  of  Law  were 
equal  to  his,  that  their  opinions  concerning  their  Judgement  was  the  Judgement  o(  the  Court- 
upon  which  Morris  left  the  Jtench  saying  that  by  the  Crace  of  Cod  he  would  sitt  there  no 
more  when  matters  in  Equity  came  before  him. 

1  send  Vour  Lord herewith  a  copy  of  his  argum-  and  opinion  which  he  himself  printed' 

and  imlustnously  dispersed  leaving  it  to  Vour  LordM.-  to  make  Vour  remarks  upon  it 

ri.is  behaviour  of  Morris's  awaked  me  to  a  jealousy  of  His  Maj-'"  prerogative  which  it  is  mv 
duty  to  maintain,  an.)  determined  me  to  displace  him  which  I  did  some  time  after  and  made  M' 

Delancey  the  then  Second  Judge  Chief  Justice  and  acquainted  his  Crace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle 
with  It,  but  Morris  petitioned  His  Maj->  alleging  that  he  knew  no  cause  for  mv  displacing  him 
unless  It  was  lor  giving  his  opinion  in  a  point  of  Law,  wlien.upon  the  Isolds  of  the  Committee 

ol  HiH  Maj'>.  most  honourabl,.  IVivy  Council  directed  me  to  se ny  reasons  for  my  .lisphicing 

H.n.  «ud  tho  Ins  behaviour  in  this  is  I  think  sullicient,  yet,  !  have  given  other  reasons  arisinu 
mm  hi .  parlialiiy  and  neglect  ol  iiis  duty,  a  copy  whereof  my  Agent  will  deliver  to  Vour  Lord^. 
l-uce  h.s  open  and  implacable  malice  against  me  has  appeared  weekly  in  false  imd  scandalous 

liheis  printed  in   /engers  Journal  which   my  agent  will  likewise  .•omniunicate  toVour  Lord , 

nn.l  even  at  this  very  time  when  he  is  petitioning  for  the  King's  lavo.ir  he  is  making  bold  and 
presumptions  attempts  in  the  Assembly  against  his  Maj'V.  authority  to  establish  Courts. 

tlJw'rVVi"'i'o '""',''"'  "'''"'""7''  ■''•''"""••"  "f  "'•■  ''''i'f-'"" f  ^>-J-*.  ooncrninff  tl,.  .I„ri„li..,i„„  „f 

Wli..v.rBortu,lo.     .S-.,vVu,k:  lVua.,lau,l..,iai,yJ.l'.Z..„a«r.     nan."    Fulu,.  ,.,,,  l;j.  _i;„. 
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I  do  myself  the  honour  likewise  to  enclose  to  Your  Lordw  n  copy  of  M'  Attwoods  and  a  copy 
of  the  late  Chief  Justice  Morris's  Commiss"'  that  Your  Lord'''"  may  see  that  tho'  they  difler  in 
somethings  (as   that    in  Attwood's    the    other  Judgei?    are  called  Assistants,  hut  now  their 
Commissions  are  otherwise)  yet  as  to  the  power  of  holding  a  Court  of  Exchequer  they  are 
the  same,  and  with  them  I  send  a  minute  in  a  cause  depending  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer  30 
years  ago,  from  whence  it  will  appear  that  the  Court  of  Exchequer  is  no  new  Court  nor  are 
proceedings  in  it  of  a  late  date,  and  1  am  told  by  a  Lawyer  of  note  lately  come  hither  from 
Barbadoes  for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  that  the  Court  of  Exchequer  in  that  Island  subsists 
only  on  an  ordinance  made  by  the  Lieut'  Gov''  and  Council  in  King  Charles  the  Seconds  time. 
Early  this  last  spring  six  of  the  Mohock  Sacliims  deputed  by  the  rest  of  that  Nation  came 
down  to  New  York  with  a  deed  whit  ii  they  had  executed,  making  over  their  low  Land;  to  his 
Majesty  in  crust  for  them  and  their  posterity  lest  the  All)any  people  should  again  ensnare  them ; 
a  copy  whereof  I  send  to  Your  Lord'''"  with  their  speech  and  my  answer,  which  I  Impe  will 
put  to  silence  the  malicious  tongue  and  pen  of  my  inveterate  enemie  Morris  who  in  Zengers 
papers  has  represented  me  as  a  Criminal  for  getting  that  fraudulent  deed  from  the  Corporation 
of  Albany,  but  I  aflirm  to  Your  Lord''''"  that  if  1  had  not  conij)lyed  in  that  particular  with  tlie 
request  of  the  Mohocks,  tliey  would  immediately  have  left  their  Country  and  gone  over  to 
the  Erench  whereby  we  should  have  lost  the  nearest  and  most  warlike  of  the  six"  Nations, 
whose  example,  as  it  is  well  known  that  they  have  ever  been  the  leaders  and  conductors  of 
the  otlier  nations  in  time  of  war,  would  in  all  prohaiiility  in  case  of  a  rupture  been  followed 
by  the  other  Five;  how  fatal  this  might  liave  proved  to  all  iiis  Majesties  dominions  on  the 
continent  Your  Lord'"''"  well  know  ;  I,  for  my  part  thought  it  a  matter  of  the  highest  importance, 
nor  was  there  any  medium  to  preserve  the  fidelity  of  the  Six  nations  ami  deny  them  the  justice 
they  so  loudly  and  puhlickly  called  for;  it  is  Morris  only  with  a  few  of  his  followers  that 
exclaim  against  this  action,  for  all  the  Men  of  discerning,  na}',  even  those  of  Albany  who  were 
not  to  he  sharers  of  the  Land  under  that  deed,  applaud  what  i  have  done;  the  Mayor's  letter 
(M''  Holland)  sentiments  will  best  appear  in  the  enclosed  copy  of  his  letter;  tho'  Morris  and 
M'  Alexander,  one  of  his  Majesties  Council  My  Lords  have  been  Van  Dam's  advisers,  yet  ho 
himself  must  have  consented  to  all  the  libellous  aspersions  and  false  and  scandalous  insinuations, 
wherewith  the  i)apers  printed,  published  and  dispersed  in  his  name  abound  ;  and  the  (ientlemen 
of  the  Council  have  so  just  a  resentment  of  them  and  tender  apd  near  regard  for  their  own 
reputation  and  characters,  that  they  think  they  can  not  with   honour  sit  any  longer  at  the 
Council  Hoard  with  van  Dam  and  Alexander  the  authors  and  publishers  of  those  false  and 
scandalous  libels,  they  therefore  by  me  l)ecome  humhie  |)etitioners  to  Your  Lord''!"  to  move 
his  Majesty  to  displace  them  from  their  seats  at  that  Hoard,  which  I  the  more  readily  do,  not 
only  for  those  reasons,  but  because  that  if  the  Meml)ers  of  that  Board  are  sulfered  to  he  so  fouly 
traduced  by  other  Members  of  the  same  ISoard,  they  will  decline  in  the  esteem  of  the  peojile 
and  the  Reverence  and  respect  which  is  essential  to  their  seats  will  he  turned  into  contempt. 
Alexander  is  u  Councellor  of  New  Jersey  ns  well  as  of  this   Province  and   being  likewise 
Surveyor  (Jeneral  of  the  Jerseys,  it  seems  to  me  more  proper  that  he  should  be  a  Councellor 
there  than  here,  l)esi(h's  as  the  interest  of  those  two  i'rovinics  may  sometimes  clash  as  they 
do  in  that  Article  of  the  |)artition  line  between  them,  he  ought  not  to  be  a  Judge  of  that 
dispute  in  both   (Councils,  tor  his  interest  as  Surveyor  of  that,  ?nay  hiass  him   at  the  Council 
board  here,  and  in  truth  his  being  of  the  Council  in  both  [irovinces  is  liked  in  neither, 'nor  do 
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fiiitliful  liumble  servant. 
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Beisons  of  Governor  Coshu  for  remnvuiq  Chief  Justice  Jif orris. 

[  New- York  Paper*,  Buudlo  Ec,  No.  6y.  ] 

Rensons  given  by  Colonel  William  Cosby  for  removing  M'  Lew^is  Morris  from 
the  Place  of  Chief  Justice  at  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Province  of 
New- York.     19.  June  1734. 

Before  I  mention  my  reasons  for  removing  him,  I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  with  the  causes 

that  induced  me  soon  after  my  arrival  here  to  inquire  into  his  character;  one  is,  that  when  I 

went  to  New  Jersey,  to  take  the  oaths  as  by  his  Majesties  Instructions  I  am  directed,   and 

receive  from  M"-  Morris  who  was  president  of  the  Council  the  publick  seals,  he  made  me  wait 

some  hours  walking  before  the  door  of  the  Council  room  before  he  would  deliver  the  seals  to 

me,  being  all  that  while  busy  in  having  a  decree  drawn  up,  which  he  had  given  exparte  in  a 

cause  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  tho'  he  himself  had  never  taken  the  oath  of  a  Chancellor 

Another  is,  that  (he  day  I  arrived  at  New  York,  young  Lewis  Morris  son  to   the  late   Chief 

Justice  did  before  it  was  known  that  I  was  so  near  at  hand,  present  a  petition  to  the  president 

and  Council  lor  an  ordinance  to  adjourn  the  Circuit  Court  of  Albany  for  some  short  time 

because  his  Father  being  then  President  of  the  Council  of  Jersey  waited  to  deliver  up  the 

seals  to  me,  who  was  then  expected:  the  petition  was  granted,  the  ordinance  passed  as  he 

desired  and  yet  M'  Morris  did  not  go  and  hold  that  Circuit  Court  which  was  loudly  complained 

of  and  soon  reached  my  ears. 

My  reasons  for  removal  of  M'  Lewis  Morris  from  the  place  of  Chief  Justice  were : 
On  account  of  his  notorious  partiality  in   the  administration   of  Justice  of  which  are  the 
following  instances:     Some  years  since  (he  .lissenters  iu  the  parish  of  Jamaica  in  this  Province 
brought  an  ejectment  against  the  Church  of  Kngl"  Minister,  for  the  Church  he  preached  in  -uid 
was  posessed  of,  when  the  tryall  came  on,  the  defendant's  Council  demurred  to  the  plaintifs 
evidence.     >P  Morris  the  Chief  Justice  desired  them  to  wave  the  demurrer,  telling  them   that 
If  the  Jury  found  for  tl...  plaintif  he  woul.l  grant  the  Defendan(s  a  new  Tryall.     The  Defend" 
Council  were  very  unwilling  (o  do  i(,  but  fearing  the  worst  if  they  refused,  they  di.l  consent 
and    the  Jury  fbun.l  for  the    plainlif.     The    Defend"   Council    m.ned  the   next    term  before 
Judgment  („r  a  new  tryall  and  urged  his  promise,  he  denyed  at  first  that  he  gave  any   but 
when  they  ollered  to  make  oath  of  ,t,  he  sai.l,  a  rash  promise  ought  not  (u  be  kept,  an.l  never 
would  grant  them  a  new  Tryall ;  whereby  they  lost  tiieir  Church  and  the  Dissenters  have  ever 
since  had  >t.     Another  instance  of  his  partiality  is  this:     In    171-    the  Town  of  Westchester 
conveyed  to  (he  late  Chief  .Justice   Morris  and  (M-orge  Clarke   Ksq^' half  of  (heir  undivided 
lands.     Jacobus  van  Courtland  and  others,  claiming  part  of  these  lands  (so  conveyed  to  Morris 
and  Clarke)  went  to  survey  them  ;  the  people  of   Westchester  hearing  of  it,  applve.l  as  is  said 
to  Morns  for  advice,  be  that  as  it  will,  th..y  got  the  .Sheriff  and  two  Justices  of  t'he  Pence'vix' 
one  Hunt,  and  one  IJayly,  both  freehol.lers  of  Westchester,  under  whom  Morris  claimed  to  iro 
on  the  spot  and  their  finding  Courtlan.l  and  his  partners  surveying  ;  they  fined  tlum.  lor  Kioters 
and  coniniitted  them  to  prison.     Courtland  upon  this  brings  his  action  c.gainst  Hunt  and  IJaily 
on  the  trya   (he  Delen.i"  Council  demurred,  the  plaintifs  Council  joined  in  demurrer  and  HO„!e 
cons.derable  tune  alter,  the  demurrer  being  llrst  argued  on   both  si.les,  Morris,  who  was  then 

^ll\n"T.  M     '•''  '''"\" ,"  """'"'"^  ^'"'  '"•"'"'  ''"'«^''  S"-  J-'«"--"t«  'or  the  Defendants, 
thus  ID  eflect  Morns  was  Judge  ui  his  own  cause. 
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A  flagrant  trespass  committed  by  him  and  an  instance  of  the  dread  the  people  had  of  his 
power,  when  he  was  Chief  Justice.  I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  in  a  letter'from  M^JalilZ 
a  Lawyer  of  th.,  lown  of  good  repute  having  been  formerly  Chief  Justice  of  New  Jersey 
and  Attorney  General  of  this  Province,  till  he  was  displaced  by  Gov^  Burnet;  his  great  d  ay 
iJuTLZ  7^T-J  ""  '""'''  '"''  ^""'""^  ''^  ^'^'''"S  them  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and 
r    h  V  ."   7     T  '''""'■'  '"^''  "'  '■■•"^  '"'  '"""'^y- '"  ^''^"-  ""-'^-'^-e  of  the  Courts; 

tti  '  'ti  twelve  '  ^^^'"""'  '"f  ""'^  '"^  '^'^"^ ""'  "'"•^"  '"  '''^  '"°^"^"^'  y^'  ^^  --  -'d- 
adjourned  to  not  knowmg  when  to  expect  him.  and  fearing  to  be  (ined  if  they  happen  not  to 
be  t  ere,  and  .t  .s  with  great  concern  I  am  laid  under  a  necessity  of  infbrn.ing'you'T.tT  an 

ot  help  ,u,put,ng  those  irregular  hours  in  his  sittings  among  several  o.hefs'olis       i  le   n 

whole  nghts.      fn.s  was  h.s  behav.our  i-.  terr-,  time  in  the  Town  of  New  York,  but  in  the 
C>rcu,ts  U  was  still  more  intolerable,  for  there  his  hours  of  adjournment  and  si^    g  we  e 
on  y   .ke  those  ,n  Town,  but  after  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  who  by  ordinance  were  ob  L To 

c         t  "ti;*     .  ,  ""  '."  ""  ^""'"^' "''  "'"^^  P^'''"^  ^'^"  '^"-^  -  ^'-^  occasions  Le 

fi  tv  m  1       f'  "'.r      ?  ?"  ■''"""  ""^'  -^''P"'"'^"^  '«  '"^  '-''^'  "'-y  "^  -■•«-  -me  forty  or 
fifty  m.les  from  the.r  hab.tat.ons,  and  sometin.es  even  after  Juries  have  been  summoned. 

witnesses  subpeaned,  parties  attended  and  the  Justices  of  the  peace  and  other  OtHcers  l"!^ 

gone   to  the  place  appointed  for  holding  the   Circuit  Courts,  as  by  an   ordinance  they  are 

d.rected,  and  have  waited  there  several  days  in  expectation  of  the  Chief  Justice,  who  then 

alone  was  to  go  the  Crcu.ts.  he  has  not  con.e  to  hold  the  Court  tho'  in  health  and  a  le  to        e 

done  U.  and  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you.  that  the  damage  that  one  Countv  vi.-  that  of  il     ny 

sustained  by  one  neglect  of  AP  Morris's  holding  the  Circuit  Court  was  con.puted  at  about  7o 

hun   red  pounds.     1  s  ould  tire  you.  should  1  enter  further  into  the  particulars  of  h     behav  our 

on  the  C.rcu.ts;  two  however  I  beg  leave  to  n.entio:..     Once  going  to  Albany  he  delav  d  |.i 

tune  so  long  that  he  ha    much  ado  to  reach  the  nearest  part  of  the  County  on  the  day  .1  ich    v 

the  ordmance  .t  was  to  be  opened,  but  getting  Just  within  the  borders,  he  opened  the  Court  and 

adjourned  .t    o  the  C.ty  of  Albany  the  next  day.  whether  he  went,  and    here   again  od 

a      a  journed  to  the  next  day  being  the  third  ;  on  that  day  likewise  he  opened  it  tut  dou   tg 

whether  the  hrst  openmg  and  a.ljournn.ent  was  regular,  he  left  the  Bench  without  doin.  ay 

were  obi  ged  to  attend  to  the>r  great  expence  and  loss  of  time.     The  other  was  in  the  same 
County   but  at  another  time,  M'  Morris  having  opened  the  Court  he  adjourned  i    a  i/o 

h  s  custon.e    o  the  next  morning,  bu,  sitting  up  all  that  night  and  dri,  king  hard  hehy'bed 
a  1  the  next  day  fll  near  sunsett.  when  the  people  growing  n.ore  uneasy  at  his  .iel  y  '  s„m    o 

cnXr,.:..  rrrr;  ""''^'  """•'"^ «"  "••  "■"•  ^'-"panybnng  adn.iuid  r.^ 

U      '   i .  J      ;  'T"  •'  "*"•  ^'"^  ""«"*'^'''''  """-'  "'«'"  '  '-'  -"  that  be,  said 

Uk,  (.lutl  JustHv.  the  sun  ,s  but  just  r.sen,  an.l  saying,  so  he  took  up  his  Kiddle  and  played  the 

wc  re  there  at  the  t.mes  and  from  several  other  persons  of  good  Cre.lit,  the  Country  wa    ve  v 

^    ^a     J  nis*;' "■;'',  f""''^'""'^^   '''^   many  years,  tho'  his  Salary  for   that  ver; 

ha   of  Til  .If,    r"'    ''""  '■"'  '"  •■""  ''"'""'^  "  >-^'-"-'  ^'"'^  '"'^•''  -«'-t«  (-P-iallv 
that  of  Alb  ny  n.  17^.)  were  very  expensive  and  inconvenient  to  the  Count.es  in  General,  as 
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well  as  to  those,  who  had  causes  to  be  tryed ;  the  Petition  of  M'  Morris's  own  son  for 
adjourning  the  Circuit  Court  of  Albany,  will  tostifye,  and  tlio'  the  cause  for  adjourning  that 
Circuit  Court  ceased  on  my  arrival  here,  the  very  day  the  Petition  was  read  and  the  ordinance 
issued,  yet  M''  M'^-ris  neglected  to  go  and  hold  it  without  acquainting  nie  with  it,  or  since 
giveing  me  any  reason  for  such  his  neglect,  tho'  the  clamour  of  the  people  were  very  loud  on 
that  occasion,  besides  young  M'  Morris's  petition,  the  certificates  of  the  Att:Gen'  and  of  Clerks 
of  the  Supream  Court,  and  M''  G'arriseus  afHdavit,  will  be  laid  before  you,  whereby  his  great 
delay  of  Justice,  his  brow  beating,  and  other  ill  treatment,  of  his  Maj""  AttrGen"  in  the 
execution  of  his  duty,  and  the  great  difliculty  the  Sheriff  of  a  County  had  to  summon  a  Jury, 
from  the  terror  the  people  were  under  of  being  unnecessarily  and  unreasonably  detained  by 
him  from  their  habitations  and  business,  at  a  vast  e.xpence,  will  appear  very  fully. 

And  here  1  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you,  that  M^  Morris  was  under  an  obligation  to  go  the 
Circuits,  which  his  predecessors  were  not  in  1091,asalary  of  130  pounds  a  year  was  established 
by  the  Gov'' and  Council  on  the  Chief  Justice  of  this  Province,  and  so  continued  till  171-5, 
during  which  time  tryalls  were  had  at  Barr,  but  in  1715  the  Assembly  (finding  that  as  the 
Country  grew  populous,  those  tryalls  multiplied,  and  that  there  would  be  frequent  occasions 
for  Courts  of  Oyer  and  terminer  in  the  Counties)  resolved  to  augment  his  Salary  to  ^'300  a 
year  for  going  the  Circuits,  and  this  addition,  1  am  informed  was  strongly  solicited  by  M' 
Morris  himself,  he  being  then  Chief  Justice,  and  a  Member  of  that  Assembly;  on  this  foot  the 
Salary  continued  till  ITQti.  when  the  Assembly  struck  off  by  their  resolves  50  pounds  a  year 
of  the  300,i" ;  however  M'  Burnet  the  then  Gov"'  drew  for  his  salary  at  the  rale  of  300  pounds 
a  year;  in  172S,  the  Assembly  on  their  then  settlement  of  the  Revenue  voted  but  250 
pounds  a  year  for  the  Chief  Justices  salary,  and  Coll:  Montgomerie  issued  warrants  for  no 
more  than  the  250  pounds  a  year;  this  gave  rise  to  some  insolent  papers,  read  and  delivered 
in  Council  by  M'  Morris's  son  then  a  Councellor,  for  which  Gov'  Montgomerie  suspended  him, 
and  his  present  Mnj'''  was  pleased  to  dismiss  him  from  his  seat  at  that  Board  and  to  appoint 
another  in  his  room,  yet  all  this  did  not  bring  M'  Morris  to  a  sence  of  his  duty,  so  that  the 
Assembly  in  1732  finding  their  former  resolves  ineflectual,  and  considering  the  great  advantage 
of  having  the  Circuits  duly  attended,  voted  150  pounds  a  year  to  the  Chief  Justice  for  holding 
the  Supream  Court  in  Xew  York  four  times  a  year,  and  150  pounds  a  year  for  going  the 
Circuits,  provided  he  should  do  it  yearly  in  the  several  Counties,  at  the  appointed  times; 
hence  it  appears  how  much  they  had  the  Circuits  at  heart,  for  the  Assembly  in  172(5.  made 
the  poverty  of  the  province  a  pretence  for  their  taking  of  50  pounds  a  year  from  his  salary,  .and 
they  had  hopes,  that  so  mild  a  treatment,  would  have  changed  his  conduct,  yet  the  resolves  of 
1732  shewed  that  they  looked  upon  the  benefit  of  having  the  Circuits  duly  attended,  more  than 
equivalent  to  his  holding  the  Courts  at  the  four  terms  in  New  York,  for  they  gave  the  Second 
Judge  7')  pounds  a  year  too,  forgoing  the  circuits,  for  which  there  was  neverany  provision  before. 
His  Majesty  having  been  graciously  jtleased  by  warrants  under  his  Itoyal  sign  manual,  to 
direct  and  appoint,  that  I  should  have,  &  receive,  one  mojety  of  the  Salary  and  per<|ui8ites  of 
this  Govern'  since  the  death  of  Gov'  Montgomerie  my  immediate  predecessor,  and  which  liad 
been  received  by  M'  Rip  van  Dam,  and  the  said  Morris  as  the  said  Hip  van  Dam  was 
president  of  the  Council  of  New  York,  and  as  the  said  Morris  was  President  of  New  Jersey,  J 
sent  M'  van  Dam  a  copy  of  the  said  warrant,  and  made  a  demand  of  half  the  salary  and 
per(|uisites,  from  (.'oil:  .Montu'duieries  death,  he  having  received  the  whole  for  Nt!W  York, 
which  he  not  complying  with,  a  proper  suit  by  way  of  English  intbrnialion,  was  commenced 
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"gainst  l.i.n.  by  his  Maj""  Att:  (ien'  i>,  his  M.j-»  nai.e,  in  the  K-iuity  side  of  ti,e  Kxche.n.er 
for  chsc-overy  and  payment  thereof,  lo  which  bill,  M^  van  Dan.  put  in  a  plea  and  den.urrer   thJ 
plea   consisted  of   several  parts,  and  first,  that  t!>e  Conrt  being  established  by  ordinance  in 
the  t,me  of  h,s  late  Maj-^  King  George  the  first,  and  the  same  not  having  been  renewed  by  li 
present  Majesty,  no  such  court  now  existed,  secondly,  that  the  Judges  conmmsions  were  void 
not  havng  had  the  consent  of  the  Council,  thirdly,  no  Supream  or  other  Court,  within  tie 

arhament  of  Great  Br,  ta,n,  or  any  Act  of  Assembly  there  been  n.ade  to  constitute  and  erect 
ny  buprean.  Court  .n  the  said  province,  nor  to  empower  any  Court  or  persons  whatever   to 

Conrt  had  no  power  to  compel  lum  to  discover  the  several  matters  prayed  by  the  Bill,  and 

w  'ic       1         \T  "°  '     .'  '"  ""  *'"' '  "^'  '"  "'^°  ^"""^'•^'^  ^°  ^'-  ^"'  for  want  of  Equity; 
to  s    V       :;1       T'Z  '"'"^  "^  '"""'  '""''  "'"^  '^"'J'^'  ^'--"  "-'i"g  P-Pared  themselve 
to    peak    h  reto,  when  the  same  came  on  to  be  argued,  the  Chief  Justice  (wthout  askin.  the 

s  trek".:  M       '^"'T.  '•"'^:.^  f  "^'-"'  '''  ^"""^■"  ^°  ■'"•^^"«  -">'  ^"''^  P-t  "f  the  plea   v:h 

-Cu  ,'"■;"""  1  '"  ''""'  "'  ""  "^•^•'">^  ^'^''  "^  ^'-  ^^•''''-l--'  '-'which  his 
iVIaj  Counc  1  endeavoured  to  excuse  themselves  from  alledging,  (hat  they  had  prepared  their 
argument  aga.nst  the  whole  plea,  and  that  what  related  to  tluU  ingle  poin't,  w  s  .  ess  ll 
blen  ed  and  nUerspersed  with  the  others,  that  they  could  not  then^sepirate  the  n  u  d  t  t  I 
vhol  plea  must  e  taken  together;  but  the  Chief  Justice  overruling  then,  herein,  they  we 
forced  to  argue  that  part  of  the  plea  only,  which  they  were  called  °upon  to  speak  oW  the 
Un.l  Jusfce,  whereas  the  Lawyers  for  van  Dam,  were  under  no  surp  ise  for   he  argunen 

We  z :  rt  :i  ';r'7 " ''- "'"°'"  "^'-"^  --^^  '-^---^  a.^,:r;:r; 

sp.rat.on,  tl,  -y  ha.i  no  sooner  done  reading  their  argun.ents,  but  as  1  am  credibly  informed  to 
.rpnse  0    every  one  present,  M^  Morris  without  asking  the  otherJud.es  fheir  „      io 

1   r    di    i.r  f         ;.'     7      '""'  '  '"^  '"'^'  "•■«•""•'"■  "■'^"    '-^  "-'   "Pinion   against   the 
Jnn.sdu  t.on  of  the  (.ourt  m  n.atters  of  Equity,  fo.mded  on  this  doctrine,  which  to  tne  seems  a 

Ann      ?  "    /  ^""'■'  '""  ""'-^'  ^'^'  -'"'•li^l'-l  by  Act  of  I'arlianu.nt.  or  iJ  Act  of 

Assembly;    here  Judge  Delancey,  and  Judge  I'hillipse  took  tin.e  to  consider  ad  -i  e  tl  e^ 

b.sMaestxs  touncl  told  n>e  with  much  Judgement,  gave  his  opinion   that  the  Court  h.d 
power  to  hold  pleas  in  Kquity;  MMMullipse  the  Third 'ludge  was' not  then    e     v  ^      e  h^ 

Z    Z^U^^'  ''  '"'  '"'"  ''"'  '•""•^"'  '"  '""''•  P'*-  '"  J''<l-'y.  -  that  two  of 

n  xt  daj  the  (  h,ef  Justice  connng  to  Court  (for  .he  day  before  when  M^  I'hillipse  delivered  his 
01   ".on  he  was  not  there)  he  told  those  two  Judges  openly  and  publickly  upon  tlu   lienH,  bef  re 
"""™  -"'"•"-.  tl.at  their  reasons  for  their  opinions  w'.e  n.ea   .  weak  and  futile  (,h  .' 
'.■a.    .u-U  er  seen  nor  heard  Judge  fhillipse's)  that  they  were  only  his  assista    s  . 
'""'  '"  "'"'""' '•  "''•'  ""-  <>P'—  "••  -.her  Judgements  were  of  no   signilic.tmn    n 
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opposition  to  his,  but  they  resented  this  treatment  very  becomingly,  insisting  on  tlie  force  and 
justice  of  their  opinions,  and  on  their  power  and  authority  as  Judges  of  that  Court;  wliereupon 
the  Chief  Justice  left  the  Bench,  saying  that  by  the  grace  of  God,  he  would  sit  no  more  there 
when  any  matters  of  Equity  came  before  them;  it  is  material  to  inform  you,  that  M'  Morris 
had  been  for  many  years  in  elfect  the  sole  Judge  of  this  Court,  for  he  had  only  one  joined 
with  him,  and  he  a  Merchant;  and  I  am  likewise  very  credibly  assured  that  M'  Morris  during 
all  tlijit  time,  pressed  the  most  eminent  of  the  Lawyers,  to  commence  suits  before  him  on  the 
Equity  side  of  the  Exchequer,  and  when  he  was  President  of  the  Council  of  the  Jerseys  he 
held  a  Court  of  Equity  there,  tlio'  constituted  much  in  the  same  manner  N/ith  this  in  New  York, 
yet  in  this  case,  he  gave  his  opinion,  there  was  no  such  Court;  so  thit  in  causes  between 
subject  and  subject,  M'  Morris  has  been  extreamly  dilatory,  but  in  the  cause  between  the  King 
and  van  Dam,  he  has  been  as  hasty;  in  the  common  method  of  hearing  causes,  he  always  asks 
the  youngest  Judge  and  then  the  Second  Judge  their  opinions,  before  he  gives  his  own,  but  in 
this  of  van  Dam's,  he  delivers  his  own  without  asking  theirs  at  all,  seemingly  with  an  intent 
to  byass  or  over  awe  them.  Formerly  he  was  for  encouraging  business  to  be  brought  before 
liim  in  the  Equity  side  of  the  Exchequer,  but  here  he  denyes  the  power  of  the  Court  in 
matters  of  Equity,  it  would  be  extreamly  dillicult  to  account  for  these  contraries  had  not  M' 
Morris  been  President  of  the  Council  of  the  Jerseys,  at  the  time  of  Coll:  Montgomeries  death, 
and  received  the  whole  salary  &  perquisites  there,  which  put  him  under  the  like  circumstances 
with  M'  van  Dam  as  to  the  matter  of  this  suit,  and  could  he  have  carried  the  plea  of  van  Dam 
in  tills  particular,  it  would  have  been  making  a  strong  precedent  for  himself,  and  (for  this 
reason  I  presume)  the  Lawyers  here  are  of  opinion,  van  Dams  plea  was  of  M'  Morris's  own 
adviseing.  I  beg  leave  further  to  acquaint  you,  that  being  informed,  that  M'  Morris  in  the 
argument  he  had  read,  ha',  used  many  expressions  derogatory  of  his  Maj""  Royal  prerogative, 
I  thought  it  my  duty  to  Bind  to  him  for  a  copy  of  it,  and  that  he  would  sign  it,  and  certifye  it 
to  be  a  true  copy;  to  which  he  returned  me  for  answer,  that  he  did  not  know  whether  he 
should  or  not,  that  he  would  think  of  it;  but  instead  of  complying  with  my  request  he  soon 
after  printed  and  published  his  sjiid  argument,  with  a  letter  by  way  of  introduction  and 
conclusion  to  nie,  which  he  very  diligently  and  industriously  caused  to  be  dispersed. over  the 
whole  province,  one  of  which  I  beg  leave  to  inclose  to  you.  The  printing  and  publishing  of 
wiiich  as  it  was  in  effect  appealing  to  the  people  against  the  Judgement  of  that  Court  where  he 
presided,  and  was  in  effect  arraigning  the  Judgement  of  the  two  other  Judges  of  the  Court  was, 
what  in  my  apprehension  might  be  attended  with  very  improper  consequences,  and  be 
introductive  of  very  great  inconveniencysas  in  truth  it  has,  and  tho'  M"^  Morris  in  the  letter  part 
of  tl:is  libellous  pamphlet,  for  so  I  humhiy  conceive  it  deserves  to  be  stiled,  very  truly  says, 
that  a  Judge  may  innocently  err  in  opinion,  yet  I  can  hardly  think  that  any  Judge  who  should 
after  the  judgement  of  a  Court  was  given  publish  in  print  under  his  hand  arguments  against 
that  opinion,  would  be  justify od  in  an  action  of  that  kind;  and  I  must  submit  to  your 
consideration  whether  as  he  confined  the  Kings  Council  to  speak  to  one  part  of  the  plea  only, 
which  is  here  a  practice  altogether  unknown,  and  as  he  would  not  suller  them  to  deliver  their 
arguments  as  they  had  prepared  them,  and  ns  he  before  hand  iiad  wrote  down  his  own  o|)inion 
aiul  argument  which  he  read  as  soon  as  the  Lawyers  had  done  speaking  without  asking  any 
of  the  other  Judges  their  opinion,  as  he  thereby  attempted  to  Byass  or  over  awe  the  other 
Judges,  telling  them  they  were  only  his  assistants,  thereby  renilering  their  authority 
contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  the  people  and  insinuating  that  their  judgements  or  opinions  were 
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of  no  signification,  and  as  M'  Morris  was  President  of  Jersey  and  as  suci,  alike  circmstanced 
w  h  M^  van  Dam  vou  will  judge  whether  M^  Morris'  behavfour  herein  ought  to  b  onsi,"  d 
only  as  an  error  of  Judgement;  for  my  own  part  I  freely  own  to  you  I  thought  otherwi  a„d 
tlnnk.ng  so  I  coul  not  think  him  fit  to  be  continued  any  longer  in  the  StaLn  of  hTs  M^ 
CI  ef  Jusfce;  as  to  the  letter  to  me  it  r,eeds  no  observations  of  mine  upon  it,  you  will  g  ve 
t  the  cons,derat,on  ,t  deserves,  and  will  only  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  that  tho'  honoured  wilh 
h.s  Maj-  Comm,ss.on  of  Gov'  of  this  Province  M'  Morris  has  never  once  shewed  t  e  7eZ 
c>v.hty  or  respect  to  me,  but  on  the  contrary  he  made  me  wait,  as  I  have  before  said  ho, 
walk.ng  be  ore  t  e  door  of  the  Council  room  before  he  would  deliver  me  the  seals  he  ws  in 
posess,on  of  as  President  of  New  Jersey,  not  that  I  assign  this  as  a  reason  for  ren  ov  n^l  im 
tho'  It  IS  what  may  be  very  properly  communicated  to  you.  ^         ' 

I  hope  you  will  likewise  be  pleased  to  take  M'  Morris'  printed  speech  into  your  consideration 
wh.eh  seems  to  me  to  be  calculated  with  an  unjust  view  to  inflame  the  People  oTt  le  Prov^^^ 
agaH,st  the  t-.o  other  Judges  to  undermine  the  very  being  of  all  Courts  of  Foui  v  M  .1 
prov«  and  to  strike  at  what  ,  conceive  to  be  clear  and  JuloubL  pig  i  '  of  t  ^Cr^Jn  d 
to  .ngrafate  h.mself  w.th  the  people  of  New  York  who  have  a  great  dislike  to  the  En  .i.y  le 
of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  J  therefore  thought,  that  I  could  not  upon  such  an  occasio     t^k    . 

^.Trert'TJiarrfT^'"  ''^''"'' '' '''  MaJ^  Just  prerogative  in  Tn  iZc:  t  o 
wherem  the  welfare  of  his  subjects  is  so  necessarily  interwoven  as  it  is  in  this  case   than  to 

Jor  that  M'  Morr  s  hav.ng  thus  publicly  declared  he  would  not  hold  jurisdiction  of  any  cause 

or  matter  ■„  Equ.ty,  ,t  became  absolutely  necessary  to  remove  him,  since  otherwise  no  Re  "nue 

auses  necessary  to  be     rought  in  a  Court  of  Equity  could  be  comn>enced  and  al   ma  te  s  of 

fraud,  breach  of  trust  and  matters  of  accident  must  go  unredressed. 

1  have  already  mentioned  to  you  that  M'  Morris  himself  formerly  urged  the  Lawyers  to 

hat  Court  as  toy  certainly  may,  I  am  sure  it  is  necessary  for  the  King's  interest  the  e  should 

Crown,  al  dut.es  an  other  dues  ought  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered  ;  and  should  s  cl  a  Court 
be  discountenanced  the  people  would  persist  in  their  neglect  of  paying  their  rent      nd  othe 

ues  at  sue.,  times  as  they  ought,  and  numberless  frauds  I'e  carried'  o'n  t'o  the  rZ  c  o  e  rv 
br  nch  of  the  Itevenue  of  this  ProvLice;  but  by  the  assistance  of  this  Court  I  ch  f  uZ 
will  be  prevented  or  discovered  and  the  (iuit  rents  and  other  dues  of  tir  CroJn     / 

rought  into  a  more  regular  and  certain  method  of  payment;  a  !  i i^  ,  '  1  1 !  „e^3rv  ^  Hi^ 
Majesties  service  and  which  I  am  endeavouring  to  accomplish  ^  ^  ' 

luiiini    um ,  \Miicii   1  iipprelieiKl   must  have    fs  vviiiirlit    (!...«   ;»   •         •  i     ^  /• 

M»J      Cove,  „,„l  „fla„a,  wl,„„,„  at  .l,ia  very  .i„„,  I,,  i,  „,i„|;  |,i.  „„„„„  ,„„,„  ,„  ,„„ 
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Assi'ml)ly,  of  vv'iicli  he  lias  [a  son]  a  meinhei-  not  only  in  opposing  tliose  tilings  wliii'li  I 
reconiinendeii  to  them  for  the  interest  anil  secnrity  of  the  I'roviiice,  hut  more  avowedly 
declaiming  in  and  out  of  the  house  against  his  Majesties  authority  to  erect  Courts  of  Equity,  a 
popular  theme  often  hefore  dehated  and  carryed  to  hold  and  presuniptious  resolves,  but  as  often 
withstood  hy  His  Maj''"  Council  of  this  province  and  discountenanced  and  reprehended  by  the 
Board  of  Trade.  What  lengths  this  Assembly  will  go  1  cant  yet  say,  but  as  they  have  ever 
been  fond  of  power,  I  may  expect  the  same  as  in  my  predecessors  times;  hence  you  will  perceive 
how  little  he  deserves  iiis  Majesties  favour  which  he  is  petitioning  for,  it  attempts  to  wrest  a 
branch  of  his  Royal  prerogative  out  of  his  hands.  1  could  say  much  more  of  his  present 
behaviour,  but  as  that  is  posteriour  to  my  displacing  him,  I  cant  give  it  as  a  reason  for  it  and 
will  not  trespass  fui'ther. 

I  shall  only  add  that  things  were  come  to  that  pass,  that  there  was  a  necessity  I  should 
either  disphice  M"'  Morris  or  sutler  his  Maj"""  authority  to  he  affronted  and  trampled  upon  and 
disrespected  and  irreverence  to  it  taught  from  the  Bench  to  the  people,  by  him,  who  by 
his  oath  and  olHce  was  obliged  to  support  it;  and  as  this  was  neither  consistent  with  my  duty 
nor  my  inclination  to  hear  I  thought,  his  Maj""  service  required  I  should  displace  him,  which  I 
accordingly  did  and  made  the  next  Judge  M'  Delancey  Chief  Justice  in  his  room,  and  I  am 
perswaded  will  be  of  opinion  from  what  1  have  said,  that  I  should  have  been  blameworthy  had 
1  suflered  M'  Morris,  to  have  sat  longer  on  that  Bench  and  that  you  may  see,  I  have  not 
exercised  any  new  or  unusual  power  in  this  province,  I  will  instance  other  Governours  who 
have  displaced  Chief  Justices  for  much  less  cause  and  I  will  go  no  further  back  then  M'  Hunter 
who  turned  out  M'  Mompesson  from  being  Chief  Justice  of  the  Jerseys  and  made  M'  Jamison 
Chief  Justice  in  his  room,  afterwards  Gov'  Burnett  displaced  M'  Jamison  and  appointed 
M'  Trent,  upon  M"^  Trents  death  he  appointed  M'  Hooper  and  sometime  after  he  displaced  M' 
Hooper  and  appointed  M'  Farmer.  M''  Delancey  was  the  nexi  Judge  on  the  Bench  and  is  a 
person  of  a  very  good  Estate  as  well  as  of  a  very  good  Character  and  in  every  respect  qualifyed 
to  serve  his  Majesty  in  the  station  of  Chief  Justice  of  the  Province  having  studied  the  I^aw 
from  the  time  he  left  the  University  of  Cambridge  in  England.     1  am  ettc. 

W  Cosby. 


M^aijor  lloUand  to  Secntanj  Clavhe. 

[  New-York  rapt  rs,  Ituii.Ut'  Ke..  N<».  JMV  \ 

Hon"'  Sir, 

Your  favour  of  the  lO""  inst:  is  now  before  me,  under  cover  of  whicii  I  received  ihe  copy 
of  the  deed  of  trust  which  the  Mohawck  Sacliiins  executed  to  Ills  l''.xcell'>'.  "ion  desire  1  may 
let  you  know  my  sentinieiits  about  it;  as  Your  lion''  is  a  much  belter  .Judge  of  deeds,  than  I 
can  ever  pretend  to,  s!  all  only  beg  leave  to  tell  you  that  I  (iiid  they  (the  Sachims)  have 
granted  tin  ir  lands  to  His  Majesty,  and  as  I  am  fully  perswaded  that  his  Excellency  had  no 
other  view  in  obtaining  that  deed,  but  to  secure  unto  His  Maji'sty,  interest,  the  fidelity  of  the 
Six  iNations,  so  cannot  but  think  that  their  lands  are  now  much  securer  than  ever  before,  for 


LONDON  DOCUMENTS :    XXV 

15 

to  my  certain  knowledge  those  Gentlemen  who  had  the  deed   whirh   -i..  r    r 

when  His  Kxceil-  was  at  Albany  had  deceived  thenT  .  l  ^Ih  ""  '^''''^y^^^ 

who  had  it,  has  de dared  to  Int  I    cTno  7  "I  "!  "',  ^''"''  '""  ""^  "'  "'  '^'^  ^^^-'^■■'" 

burnt  when  his  house  \^Cuedur     t."         "7       '''  '"  '^  "^'■''"  ''  '""^^  "^^'"  ''-'• 
from  him.  ^"''^"'  ""'^"'""^^   '  ""^  «"■•«'  -"""^y  could   have  got  it 

that  I  i;::i:r::H  :'2;t  '"^  *'""'"^  ^-^^  -^^^'^  -  '"^  ^-^"-^y  "•>•>  -..  -.m 

Your  most  faithful  and  obedient 

Albany  21"  May,  1734.  '"""'*'''  '"''""*• 

Edw**  Hollanj). 


Deed  conveying  the  Mohawh  Flatts  to  the  Kim,. 


'J- 
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or  the  several  Tribes  of  the  '^2:^;:Z^t^t::;^^  1  ti-est  of  our  Xation. 
Nation  in  the  County  of  Albany  and  provinc  o  N  vv'^  ;  \  "  7  • '"  1  '"  ''"''"^•' 
of  the  many  benetits  &  gracious  bounties  we  ^^  Tim^,  :^':;r  "'"^  t^'"{  T"^^'"« 
enjoy  under  the  ffoyal  favour  an,i  protection  of  his  ,.re  en  tn  .  c  1  M  "T  r '  t°  "'" 
tlu-  Second,  HAVK  willingly  ..„h1  (Veely  given  cr.nted  nli  ,,'''''''' ^^'"*^' ^"^'''''P" 
conlirn.ed.  and  by  these  presents  do  dve   I  i.u  I'  ,     77,    "'"'   '"'^'""■"'''   '■'''^''''«-'   '"•'' 

said  Majesty  Ki4  Ceor^e  the  S^  i.d  I  ;  he^      ^  "'  t^' "'"""  ""^  '^°""^"'  •"""  '- 

Pa-ll  of  L  „r'n.ead.nv  Iand7llo  ^y"  JT  M  V"    "T^"^  ""  '"^'  "■•'"'"  "-'  ^ 
near  Fort   Hunter  on   the  south  si       o    ,he         ,     k     'I  T  7''"'"''  '^'"^  •""•'^  '"■"'« 

Tiononderoga  Creek,  an.,  containing  b/  si  natt^^^^  ^"^^^  '-^  ^^^'^  -"-' 

with  two  thousand  acres  of  Woo/o/  uph.:^     !;  l!'  ^t     "  7:7  '":"-'-  ^.^  '-«  ^<'^-■- 

lengtbof  thcsaidlowormea.lowlandsiul-.lln„rF'  ,7     7  ''^t^'Hling  the  whole 

-"'  ''•—>"•  thereunto,  to  ha-e  an      o  bo       -      "'"'7  "'^^  "  ^"^'  '"^"-t.  P-I'er.y  clain, 
with  alland  singular  theirappurt.ced  7'    i""  """  ""'  "'""'"^^'  "'"'  -°""'""'>h 

un.  his  said  ^;^esty  King'i:^ i^:^:;!.: 'z^i  HI  ?;s::::;::7"'-'''-'  ^^  ^^  ^--<' 

and  it  is  the  true  intent  &  meanin-  ,,f  tb..,..  „.•        .  «"t^^t-ssors,  euoviuiou  nevertbeb'ss 

tl.at  w.  repose  in  his  said  7  ;^77;  t        '7        r^77' .ir "  ^''7^-""  '^^^  ""^  eou.idence 

tins  Province  shall  not  any  tin  ea7erhht;  >  '^'""'"^^  "'"''"  '"'^  «-' "^ 

..uMick  person  or  ...•rsonslbats::"::;':;r  ^  ^^:;:;; ---/'^  f--"  -  any  Body 

Preuuses   or  any    part  thereof  e.cept  it  be  by   the  ir::t:r::.:.^t::::::rtZ 


s 
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confirmation  of  us  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed  or  the  majority  of  us,  or  by  the  free 
voluntary  consent  and  confirmation  of  tiie  majority  of  the  survivors  of  us  or  of  our  lieirs  or 
representatives  under  our  hands  and  seals  first  had  and  obtained  in  writing  &  further  that  we 
hereby  covenant  and  promise  to  and  with  his  said  Majesty  his  heirs  and  nuccessors  fur  ourselves 
and  our  heirs  on  the  consideration  aforesaid  that  we  nor  our  heirs  shall  not  or  will  not  at  any 
time  hereafter  from  the  date  of  these  presents  convey  or  alien  the  abovementioned  premises  or 
any  part  thereof  unto  any  body  politick  person  or  persons  whatsoever  except  it  be  by  such 
consent  or  confirmation  in  writing  unto  his  said  Majesty  or  his  lawful  representative  as  aforesaid 
In  Witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals  this  fourth  day  of  November  in 
the  seventh  year  of  the  Reign  of  our  said  Soveraign  Lord  George  the  Second  by  the  Grace  of 
God  of  Great  Brittain  France  and  Ireland  King  Defender  of  the  faith  eltcAnno  Dili  17a3. 
Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of  Walter  Butler,  William  Printop  Jun' 


Jacomin, 

Sett, 

Sander, 

JOHANUS. 


ASAKUS, 

Whisaw, 
Pethus, 


GiDION, 
ASABUS, 

Akia, 


Cornelius 
Erras 

JOUANUS 


KoTE. — By  the  charter  grnnteJ  by  Gov.  DoHgnn  to  Albany  in  1686,  that  city  obtained  the  right  to  purchase  one  thousond 
acres  of  land  from  the  Indians  at  what  is  now  Kort  Hunter,  ond  a  committee  was  shortly  after  sent  to  view  the  lands.  On 
the  I'ith  October,  IT.'iO,  the  city  took  from  the  Mohawk  Indians  of  the  Lower  Castle,  a  deed  to  hold  the  lands  in  trust  for 
them  60  long  as  they  should  be  settled  thereon,  with  rcmaiuder  to  the  city.  This  deed  continuiHl  in  possession  of  .Mr.  John 
Uepoj-stoi,  the  Mayor,  until  li  September,  n;ili,  when  it  was  doliverod  to  (Jovernor  Cosby,  who  destroyed  it,  and  on  the  Ith 
of  November,  followinj;,  obtained  the  above  deed  from  the  Indians,  conveyinf?  said  lands  to  the  King  in  trust  for  them.  The 
Mohawks,  notwithstanding,  continued  uneasy,  and  to  quieten  them,  the  city  of  Albany  signed  an  instrnment  on  the  18tli 
December,  177.3,  surrendering  to  the  Indians  residing  in  the  Lower  Mohawk  Castle,  all  right  and  title  to  'he  said  thousand 
acres  of  land,  'with  the  exception  of  u  few  parcels  that  private  individuals  ha  1  previously  purchased  from  the  Indians  and 
held  under  the  Corporation,)  "so  long  as  they  shiill  continue  a  Nation  nnd  bo  settled  on  said  lands."  In  1788,  n  nnndjcr  of 
the  Mohawks  resi.ling  at  Canajoharic,  petitioned  the  Legislature  to  be  reinstated  in  their  lands  at  Kent  Hunter  and  elsewhere; 
and  by  two  instruments,  dated  respectively  the  fifteenth  of  April,  178'.l,  and  liith  .June,  17UI),  the  city  bought  out  all  the 
claims  of  the  surviving  Indians  to  the  binds  in  <piostion,  as  appears  by  the  various  instruments  on  file  in  the  ofliee  of  tho 
City  clerk.  Tlie  lands  were  divided  into  farms  at  first  and  leased  by  the  corporation,  but  all  these  farms  have  since  'ecu  sold 
except  one,  which  is  still  under  lease.  —  Ed. 


-^■-'  ♦  1  ■  » 


Lords  of  Trade  to  Governor  Co^by. 

[  Sew-Vork  Knlrlci,  I).  I>.  p.  314.  ] 

Coll:  William  Cosby  Gov'  of  New  Vork  &  New  Jersey. 
Sir. 

We  have  receivet'  your  letters  of  the  29"'  of  Aug:  and  15'"  of  Dec'  173.3.  and  one  of  the  19''' 
of  June  1734,  relating  to  the  affairs  of  the  Province  of  New  York ;  as  also  your  letter  of  the 
l?""  of  June  1731.  relating  to  the  affairs  of  New  Jersey,  with  the  several  Acts  and  other  publick 
papers  you  mention  to  be  enclosed. 

We  have  sent  the  several  Acts  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey  to  M'  Fane,  one  of  His  Majesty's 
Council  at  Law,  for  his  opinion  thereupon,  and  so  soon  as  we  shall  have  received  back  the 
same,  we  will  take  these  Acts  into  consideration. 
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.0  u.  a  copy  or  .he  ..M  Charter,.,  :„o„ T  po3:  *'""'  ''"""'  "'"'"■  ^°"  "'"  '™'""' 

represented  to  us  by  an  unknown  InnH   th.t  \.  a  ■        '^'''*'®' ^"'^'^•^"8,  as  this  affair  has  been 

So  we  bid  you  heartily  farewell,  and  are  your  very  loving  friends 

Whitehall.  "'"^  ^"""'^^^  «"^""'«- 

Aug:  the  as-"  1734  P-  Doeminique.        M.Bladen. 

T.  Pelham.  A':  Croft. 


•  Attorney-General  Bradley'  to  tU  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  New  York  Papers,  Ff.  No.  61.] 

New  York  in  America 
May  it  please  your  Lordships  ~^"'  ^^v'  1734 

3 


1/ » 
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that  Act  which  passed  here  in  the  year  1727,  for  preventing  Prosecutions  hy  informations, 
which  Act  your  Lordships  were  pleased  to  represent  as  proper  to  he  repealed  hy  his  Majesty 
on  the  6"'  day  of  November  172S.  . 

My   Lords!    There   are    three   things  charged    in   the  Treamble  of  this   Bill  whicl.   aro 

notoriously  false 

1  That  people  altogether  Innocent  have  been  prosecuted  by  Informations. 

2  That  they  have  been  ftxirly  acquitted  on  Tryal  and 

•3'^  It  is  suggested  that  divers  persons  have  been  oppressed  injured  and  impoverished  by 

such  prosecutions 

My  Lords !  I  humbly  and  faithfully  assure  your  Lordships,  that  no  one  has  in  any  time 
been  prosecuted  here  hy  Information,  But  by  order  either  of  the  Government,  or  the  Courts ; 
or  else  upon  complaints  made  to  me  hy  the  parties  injured,  and  their  producing  sutficient 
evidence  of  the  Truth  of  such  complaints,  before  filing  the  informations.  And  tho'  its  true 
several  persons  have  been  acquitted  on  Tryal  yet  it  is  as  true  that  whenever  any  have  been 
acquitted  or  any  such  Prosecution,  it  has  been  very  unfairly  (to  wit)  against  evidence 

My  Lords:  It  is  but  too  manifest  that  juries  here  very  rarely  find  for  the  King  tho'  the 
charge  be  never  so  well  supported  hy  evidence,  and  I  faithfi'lly  assure  your  Lordships  no  one 
has  been  either  oppressed  impoverished,  or  injured,  by  any  .uch  Prosecution  which  1  am  the 
more  certain  of,  because  no  other  person,  but  myself  has  (in  my  time)  commenced  or  carryed 
on  any  Prosecution  here  by  Information 

Your  Lordships  will  no  doubl  observe  how  unprecedented  ind  contrary  to  Law,  it  woidd  be 
that  His  Matys  Attorney  should  be  obliged  to  pay  costs  &  especially  where  the  Prosecution 
is  only  at  the  suit  of  the  King  as  every  one  of  the  Informations  filed  in  my  time  have  been  ; 
not  one  Information  <iui  Tarn,  having  in  all  my  time  been  filed  here  by  me ;  or  any  other 
person  ;  which  1  humbly  lioi)e  your  Lordships  will  be  inclined  to  beleive  from  the  late  Governor 
and  Councils  Reconimeiidation  of  me  in  their  memorial  to  your  Lordships  in  April  172!) 
whereupon  your  Lordships  were  pleased  to  recommend  me  to  Ilis  Maty  for  my  Salary  & 
arrears,  which  I  most  humbly  thank  your  Lordships,  had  its  desired  elfect 

My  Lords,  with  humble  submission,  The  Assembly  would  l)e  more  just  to  nie  would  they 
instead  of  misrepresent^  me,  pay  me  the  nine  hundred  pounds  and  upwards  thats  due  tonie 
from  this  Province  for  prosecuting  a  great  number  of  offenders  hy  order  of  the  Courts  Aid 
Government,  as  may  ajipear  l)y  my  memorial  to  the  late  (iovernor  and  Coum-il  in  'Sox'  172^, 
and  their  said  memorial  to  your  Lordsliips;  For  tho  since  that  time,  I  have  with  great 
ditliculty  obtain'd  ITjOi-',  and  00'''  from  the  Assembly;  Vet  my  fees  that  have  been  due  since 
November  172S  for  sucli  like  Prosecutions  amount  to  considerably  more  than  wliat  they  have 
paid  me,  or,  I  fear  ever  will  do 

My  Lords:  The  intent  of  Assemblys  by  such  Bills  as  these  is  as  I  huml)ly  apprehend,  to 
screen  themselves  and  their  friends  from  Pros-cutions  of  any  kind  as  they  have  infiuenco 
enough  over  Grand  Juries  to  prevent  Presentments  by  them 

The  many  artiiices  of  the  Assembly  to  bring  the  oHicers  of  the  Crown  to  he  dependant  on 
Assemblys.  Their  making  Laws  of  a  short  duration;  like  tills,  that  they  may  have  their  elVect 
before  your  Lops  can  have  notice  of  them  &  then  drawing  them  into  Precedent,  for  nfler  Laws 
of  tlie  like  Nature.  And  their  insisting  fre(|ueiitly  on  some  |iirniiii)us  Bill  to  his  Majesties 
Prerogative,  or  Interest,  to  be  iiassed  at  the  same  time  they  pass  a  money  Bill;  seem  in  my 
liumble  opinion  to  shew  n  strong  Ini-linalion  in  them  to  be  indeppiidant  of  Great  Britain,  As  I 
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l.avo  more  fully  shewn  to  your  Lordsi.ips  in  tlie  Case,  and  Representation  wl.iei,  I  caused  to 
be  laid  before  your  Lonisl.ips  in  Nov^  1729.  All  wi.icli  is  l.umbiy  submitted  by,  may  it  plea.e 
your  Lops  y'  mo  humble  S'.  ■>  J        J      l  ^a^e 

(Signed)         R  Buadley 


Governor  Co.shj  to  the  Lords  of  Trmh. 

[  .New- York  Bundle  Ee.,  No.  Q.  ] 

My  Lords  ^' 

The  letter  which  .M'  Popple  wrote  me  by  your  Lordships  order  on  the  30  of  May  last  I 
layd  before  the  As.sembly  in  Expectation  they  wo'd  have  made  a  proper  Answer  to  it,  But  they 
were  so  n.tent  upon  Fortifying  their  Collony  and  to  fmd  meanes  for  it,  that  the  season  wo'd 
not  admit  to  keep  tiiem  longer  together  after  those  matters  were  finished,  which  indeed  co'd 
have  been  done  sooner,  if  a  few  Members  had  not  thwarte.I  and  delayed  so  usefull  a  work. 

1  hat  however  a  return  to  that  letter  may  not  be  wanting  1  shall  lay  before  your  Lordships 
the  best  accounts  upon  that  subject  which  I  have  been  able  to  discover  or  procure  since  I  had 
the  honor  to  be  Gov"'  here. 

Wheat  is  the  staple  of  this  Province,  and  tho'  that  comodity  seem  literally  to  interfere  with 

the  product  of  Great  Britain,  It  do's  not  so  in  fact,  for  its  generally  manufactur'd  into  flower  and 

bread,  and  sent  to  supply  (he  sugar  Collonys,  And  whenever  a  Markett  in  Spain  Portugal  or 

other  parts  of  Europe  has  encouraged  the  sending  it  thither  in  Grain,  the  Adventurers  have 

often  suflered  hy  the  undertaking,  for  at  this  remote  distance,  the  intelligence  of  a  demand 

reaches  us  so  late,  that  the  marketts  are  supplye.l  before  our  Vessells  come  there,  and  even  if 

U  vvere  otherwise  our  M.^rhauts  lye  under  vast  an.i  certain  disa.ivantages  besi.ies  for  freight 

of  Wheat  from  hence  u.  time  of  warr  was  at  least  two  shillings  and  six  pence,  and  in  time 

of  peace  is  eighten  pence  Sterling  per  bushell  and  by  the  length  of  the  passage  it  often  grows 

.nusly  at  least  cannot  .•onie  so  fresh  to  Markett  as  from  Great  Britain;  whence  freights  'as  its 

sai(l)  are  not  above  one  quarter  part  of  what  they  are  at  here. 

The  main  bent  of  our  farn.ers  is  to  raise  wheat,  and  they  are  like  to  remain  in  that  way 
""111  the  price  of  ,t  b.-comes  so  low,  that  necessity  puts  them  upon  some  other  way  of 
;-..l..vation;  which  m,  process  of  time  is  like  to  happen,  because  the  sugar  Islands  cannot 
.ncTease  in  the  proportion  which  the  Northern  Collonys  do.  and  whether  some  other 
encouragement  may  bring  them  over  sooner  I  cannot  allirm 

In  this  Collony  are  agreat  many  lan.is  extream  fit  for  hen.p,  and  there  is  not  one  farm  in  it 
but    as    ..n.l  proper  to  raise  flax  ;  imt  little  more  of  either  is  raissed  than  what  is  for  private 
us     the  forn.er  they  apprehend  to  require  more  hands  than  they  have  to  spare,  An.l  la Lu     s 
St.     so  dear  that  they  cannot  allord  ,o  hire  people  for  that  purpose,  Nor  do  they  (as  I  belie  J 
well  understand  how  to  rot  and  dress  it.  i"i^M.>t; 

Tarr  Pitcli  and  Turpentine  may  be  got  here,  but  more  |.Ien.ifullv  in  some  of  the  other 
Northern  Collonys.  ,„  greater  ..uan.i.ys  than  ,an  he  made  use  of  by  the  Navy  or  Nation  of 
great  Britain.  ,f  ,h.  pnee  at  honu.  will  encourage  it.  which  1  am  inforn.ed  It  has  not  done  for 
several  years  past.  Notwithstanding  the  bounty  allow'd  on  the  importation 
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I  am  told  your  Lordships  formerly  sent  Iiither  the  method  uses  in  Russia  for  making  of  Tar 
and  that  upon  tryal  thereof  it  was  found  not  to  answer  here,  which  is  attributed  more  to  the 
difference  of  the  nature  of  their  pitch  pine  and  that  of  this  Country,  than  to  the  unskiifulness 

of  our  people 

In  the  Jerseys  is  one  extraordinary  rich  mine  and  some  others  are  discovered  there  which 
afford  a  good  prospect  but  in  this  Province  none  have  has  yet  been  discovered,  tho  a  good 
deal  of  money  has  been  expended  in  search  of  tiiem 

Some  lead  mines  have  been  found  in  several!  parts  of  this  Collony  but  they  have  hitherto 
not  l)y  farr  quitted  the  cost  expended  on  them,  And  if  they  happen  to  prove  good,  1  beleive 
the  proprietor  will  rather  send  it  home  in  Oar  than  be  at  the  charge  to  erect  Smelt  houses  here 

We  have  a  great  many  Iron  Min^s  both  of  the  bogg,  and  of  the  Mountain  Oar  but  as  yet  no 
Iron  work  is  set  up  in  this  Province  if  an  encouragement  was  given  upon  the  importing  of  it 
in  Piggs  and  IJars,  at  least  that  it  might  be  free  of  dutys,  It  is  very  probable  that  in  a  few 
years  the  Nation  might  be  amply  supplyed  from  her  own  Plantations  And  its  evident  that  the 
whole  amount  thereof  wo'd  be  paid  in  the  manufactures  of  Great  Britain,  who  now  pays  ready 
money  (ns  I  am  informed)  for  greatest  part  of  the  Iron  It  has  from  Sweeden 

I  am  informed  that  when  the  Dutch  were  in  possession  of  this  Collony  they  sett  up  a 
PottJish  work  at  vast  expence  but  found  it  wo'd  not  answer,  about  twenty  five  years  agoe  it 
was  attempted  here  again  at  the  expence  of  a  Gentleman  in  London  but  dropt  for  the  same 
reason,  And  a  like  essay  is  lately  set  on  foot  in  Jersey;  which  its  feared  will  be  attended  with 
the  same  fate. 

Upon  the  whole  I  beg  leave  to  offer  it  as  my  opinion,  that  whatever  Great  Britain  can  be 
Bupplyed  with  from  her  own  plantations,  must  tend  to  the  benefitt  of  the  nation  in  generall, 
because  the  same  is  paid  for  [in]  her  own  Manufactures,  and  her  own  Navigation  employed  in 
the  transportation  thereof  All  which  is  nevertheless  humbly  submitted  to  your  Lordships 

I  am 

My  Lords 

with  the  greatest  respects  imag"* 
Your  Lordships 
New  York  Most  obedient  and 

December  C.  1734  Most  humble  Servant 

To  the  Lords  of  Trade  W.  Cosby 

Kndorsed  IleC*  Jan^  y*  22.  17.TJ. 
Head  June  2(\.  17^5. 


»■ » 


Ooveitwr  Coshy  to  the  IjYrih  of  Trade. 

I  Ni»-Tork  llunifla  K«.,  No.  5t).  ] 

My  Lords 

I  have  very  long  declined  laying  before  your  LonlNhips  the  beheavour  of  a  certain  Member 
of  his  Majesty's  Council  here,  while  I  had  the  luusl  hopes  of  his  return  to  his  duty,  upon  this 
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prospect  I  have  been  born  with  many  inconveniences  his  dan-erous  conduct  «.ill  .r     ■ 

my  patience  til  his  Majestys  Service  and  the  safetv  of  fh.!   P  ,        '^'"  ^'""^'"^  "pon 

explain  this  man  to  your  Hon-.  Board  ^  ""'"  demanded  that  I  shou'd 

arrlnL^dtttVltSrv^  ^° --*-'  ^^  ^^  «"* 

forces,  and  for  iJrelnU^^^^^^^^  ''-  '•>  ^'^  P^^-nt  o'f  the 

Dam  and  the  late  cheif  Justice  Morris  ?rp?lrVu   ""^  P^^^""'  *>"*  "«  sooner  did  Van 
rudeness  and  ill  .anner^lt^r^:  ^i        ^^t^ 

imaginable  uneasiness  to  the  Govern'  by  infuseinl  intoanH  '^'\^''^f  "«  «^''^'"«  »«  g've  all 
the  minds  of  the  people,  A  Press  supoorted  W  I  ""f  ™^'^'"g  '^e  worst  impressions  on 

most  virulent  libels.  sLrrit  sTd  abus  o. ni^  M  "''''Zr''  ""''''  ''  ^""^"^  ^'^^^  ^'- 
persons  of  Great  honnour  and  au  Uitv  i  Fn  7.  '  ^  "''  '^  "^"'"'*  '^'  ^""'^^--y'  '-^'"^  "^'^er 
alterations  as  served  Ti^c  se  a»d  eL  1  ^"'""^  T"  '''''''  '"'  "P'''^''^'^  ''^-'  -'^^  such 
Assembly  and  all  Magis::  ts  in  ^en  rTn  n^  iS  m:^^^^  !"?  ?^^^"°"^'  "^«  ^--•''  ^'^ 
ten  and  twenty  years.'in  the  samt  en  oy  LZw^  ; -'r,?^  """'^^  f'^"'  T'  '"'  '^^" 
of  rage  and  fury  with  a  deluded  and  unreLonlirmob  .hi'  t  7  Tl  "'"''  '''  '''^'''' 
a  Sacrifice  to  this  fitt  of  n.adness   is  n^-,tZT      1  """'  *"*  ^'^'^"^  ^'''•«  "«'  "^^^^^ 

some  of  these  peapers  gi  vlng  e^  iZ  t  '  aTo"  .:;  ^ec""'"^  "  "^"  "  "  ""^"^  «"'^"' 
then  his  friends    '       ^       ^       ^  '         '""'«'  '^'^^  ''''^^  the  Govemour  was  in  no  greater  Safety 

p'sentand^,orr;:.;!n:teiyf^;;rte;s,:::  LTtl'"^^''  ^'^^""^^^  "'-^^« 

least  the  printer  of  their  SeLious^ibels^,  ,'!::;  ^t^^''^;^^^  '''  P"^"^^'^  -P-'^^^ 
have  not  lately  re,uir'd  Alexanders  presence  in  Coundl  '"""'  "  '^'  '""'  ' 

ev^"r  :i:;;u;:t  rXn'ttrr:!"''  "v"-^'  "••"'"'"^"'^  --''  ''•''-"'••«  ^^--^  "- 

ComnntteoftheCou  cl  is    Win^  virhT^^^'^        Jour  Lordships  to  a  report  of  a  full 

and   fortune  were  struck  at   Lm"^^^^^^ 

Lordships  will  see  wleethe^ntrlinT     TT       /"   '"'''"''   ^^'^'"^''"  '^  '^'^'    ""•''^^J-  J" 

whose  v  lanous  b  alk  "w  Ivi        Zm         "      •  '"  '".'"^  '"'"""  ''''^'''  '-^  ''-"'^  &  4 

imputed  and  cha         ,      i         ^     "c    t  cr^'"^  Alexander  and  Morris)  the  same  was 

were  to  b.  his  try.'s.  we        a    V   t'^th       !      l'"'  '7'  "  ""  '""'""■^  "'  ''"^  ''^"P'^  -'- 

resolution,  to  sta  ,d     r  fa     i    7      «  t  „    f  ;      ""^" '  "^"""\'"'  """  "^'"^^''^'"j'  "-■'-'''  ^l-- 

M^  Harison  has  (or  twey     ,;'"?''  "''P°«"°'; /°  ^''«  -emies  of  the  Government 

Gov.  tho-  with  little  pro  it  t    hi  ,  ;   •     si;"  "7    ''  '"  '"^  -"-'-"''>«  trusts,  by  the 

known  and  long  exper  e     •     ,  d     ,^^1       ;  f        """:: '" ''"'  '"''"'"^  1-lablishmenl.  his 

reconnncnded  h!n,    oZt^Zll::V\     '  "."""^  *•""  "'^  «"'— «  '"- 

beconu.  his  n.ortal  enin.i  s      .     t h  s  J  T'"  l",'""  •'""""'"'   ^'^'^  ^*"-  "-^-'y 

Mob.  who  Imve  very  „.uch  in  1     i  „         r    .      "  "  ""'  '"'"'  ""'•'^"'^  »«  «  "-ntious 

his  friends  in  Knglaml  l!m'     M  ll     "   "         V""'""^"-'--  «''"  '  -''•.  mine  and  the  lav"  of 

...rit  and  ability  to  exert  i.lmself  ag:!;  r^:: 'I  ^   i:  ^    ::  """  "«-'  -"-'"« 

thrill;  ;i::r;::::^^^^^^^^    •  --  ---'•'  -  trace  tm.  Z;.t,t  ,  assured  that 

1  ytars  smco  u  teacher  of  navigation  on  board  one  of  his  Majesty's  Shipps  ) 

'  An  a,  count  of  thi.  gonlI„m«„  will  |„  founj  i„  y.,  98i  _  1:0. 


J_- 


22 


NEW- YORK  COLONIAL  MANUSCRIPTS, 


•was  turn'd  away  and  dismissed  from  the  Service  for  disaffection  to  the  protestant  Succession, 

and  refuseing  the  Oatli's  to  the  GovernmS  some  of  iiis  intimates  on  board  having  discover'd 

him  to  his  Commander,  and  now  wliile  I  am  writeing,  after  the  Council  had  order'd  certain 

Seditious  libels,  tending  to  open  rebellion,  to  be  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  common  Hangman, 

that  the  printer  of  them  be  committed  to  the  Common  Goal,  and  prosecuted  by  the  Atturny 

Gen"  and  a  proCiamation  issued  by  their  unanimous  advice  ( a  Grand  Jury  who  having  presented 

the  same  libels)  with  a  reward  of  iilly  pounds  for  the  discovery  of  the  Author  of  them,  this  man 

James  Alexander  has  apear'd  as  the  printers  Council  and  Attorney  for  several  successive  days 

before  the  Chief  Justice  James  De-Lancy  Esq;,  attended  by  William  Smith   Atf  at  Law, 

another  declar'd  incendiary,  and  one  Jansen  and  Alderman  chosen  as  their  audacious  libels 

set  forth  in  oposition  to,  and  in  a  different  interest  from  that  of  the  Government,  for  these 

reasons  I  intreat  your  Lordsps  to  intercede  with  his  Majesty  that  a  Member  of  Council,  whose 

beheavour  has  declar'd  him  to  be  in  an  intrest  opposite  to  that  of  the  Crown,  who  is  dayly 

inciteing  the  unthinking  people,  to  sedition,  riot  and  insurrection  by  blackening  and  asperseing 

his  fellow  Members  of  that  board,  and  all  others  whose  loyalty  and  integrety  have  recommended 

them  to  my  predecessors  and  myself,  may  be  removed  from  a  seat  to  which  he  is  the  greatest 

disgrace  and  dislionnour,  and  I  hope  y'  Lordships  will  be  so  good  to  move  his  Majesty  in  ord' 

that  a  Commission  be  granted  for  John  Moor  to  succeed  James  Alexander  as  Counciller  in  the 

rrovince  of  New  York;  as  I  have  in  another  letter  given  you  a  Caracter  of  M'  Moor,  I  will 

not  here  trouble  your  Lordships  with  a  repetition  of  it. 

My  Lcrds  the  removal  of  Lewis  Morris  late  chief  Justice  of  this  Province  has  already  been 
of  consequence  to  his  Majesty's  affairs  here,  his  successor  James  De  Lancy  Escj :  having  upon 
some  very  important  occations  exorled  himself  with  so  great  prudence,  steadiness  and  resolution 
as  has  in  great  measure  allay'd  the  heats  of  the  Common  people,  and  delated  the  factious 
designs  of  his  predeceser,  onrag'd  at  this  worthy  Centlenians  conduct  and  success,  and 
almost  distracted  with  the  disapointment  Morris  is  privately  embark'd  for  England  laden  with 
complaints,  false  allidavits,  and  certificates  of  his  beheavour,  some  (as  is  said)  forged  and  all 
glean'd  from  the  meanest  labourers,  tradesmen  and  Artificers  neither  he  nor  his  confederates 
having  with  all  their  wicke<l  Arts,  been  ablt;  to  seduce  any  men  of  honour,  credit  or 
reputation,  except  a  very  few  whose  priucipals  and  inclinations  wanted  no  incitement  to  create 
disorder  and  conf'jsion,  upon  the  weak  hopes  they  had  entertain'd  and  which  they  have  often 
spoke  out,  that  a  iNew  Parliament  would  introduct;  a  New  Ministry,  and  that  something  more 
would  follow,  which  1  shall  unwillingly  name  to  your  Lordships,  unless  I  see  a  continuance  of 
their  niisbeheavour,  which  I  do  not  expect  now  the  i>rinciple  incendary  has  left  them  to  the 
support  of  Alexander  whose  credit  is  growing  very  low. 

My  Lords  I  had  scarce  set  foot  in  New  Jersey  when  M""  Morris  declar'd  lie  wou'd  never 
iipjiear  in  Council  while  I  remain'd  Govern'  he  had  been  i'resident  there  after  the  death  of 
Coll  Mouiitfiomerie,  and  had  acted  wifli  a  very  high  hand,  and  in  the  most  arbitrary  manner 
he  had  turn'd  several  good  and  loyal  old  Servant  and  officers  in  the  County  out  of  employments 
without  the  consent  of  his  Majesty's  (Joiuicil,  and  in  open  contem|)t  of  the  royal  orders  ami 
iiislructions,  to  make  room  for  sons  inlaw  and  other  relations,  lie  sat  :ind  acti'd  as  Cliancellor, 
ami  made  a  decree  without  regular  notice  given,  or  hearing  of  the  party's,  while  in  that  and 
this  Province,  ever  since  I  came  hither,  he  has  been  loudly  declaiming  against  all  GovernorB 
who  have  hitherto  sat  as  (.'liaucellours  and  assiireing  the  I'ountry  that  no  decrees  of  that  ('ourl 
or  any  other  Court  of  equity  here  are  binding  on  the  suliject,  and  that  his  Majesty  has  no  right 
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i:^;s:tj:^rt^:n?;2--^     -^ow. ...  eo.e,..e  or  Z 

ti.em.  amongst  whome  I  must  reckon  Van  l^n      "^"f /'''^'S"  t'"^"  ^'"^'"  and  tl.e  Autl.ors  of 
prostitutes  his  name  to  the  1  en    pL"    i^   r  ''  "  '"^ '"'"'^'^^^  "'^'^  ''^'l-^tly 

believe  him  to  be  writer  of  even    I  efrmnj^^^^^  -pae.ty  will  not   admit  that  I   should 

pleased  to  enquire  into  his  cond         w^Ia    iZbTrot  '7  '"'^"^^  '^'^  '^'^^'y  '^^- 
manner  as   to   have   him   in   no  f.rthl    nn  'f  ^'" '"ent  your  displeasure  in  such 

-..end  Paul  i^ichards  ^  r  ;:r;:  ^rz^L  ci^  ^'^^^' '-''- '  '-^ '-  - 


sett  fourth  in  another  letter  if  I  were  no  tn^       ?    ^°T      '''  ""'''"^  '''''''^^'  ^  ^'^^^  ^^^^ 
Majestys   Service  and  to  pub li  1  s  tiXu        f/    n^'""^*^  "'"  be  very  much  for 

that  head  ^  '  satisfaction,  I  trouble   your  Lordships  no  farther 

M^.t^:J:ear,;:;^:::;!'l:[;::?^  -^^  fr  ^^taleof  pertlcmers  in  M^ 

that  kind  should  attend  you.  it  si  aHe  in  "  f  ?""'"'''"' '""^  if  any,i,ing  of 
-plain  on  that  I  have  n^t  Sumwl  li;:  o^.^  r^^r^^^  ^'^  '  ^'^  '^  ^il, 
nsnlence  is  always  in  this  Government   and  wh..,  .      f  ''  •^'''■''^^'  ^^y  ^"'•''^  '"« 

method  is  to  issue  out  a  procliuKUi        1  *    ,>;  "     ^'^t    .^  f  ^^'^'^   '^'"-^^  >"  ^^-  Jersey,  the 
stay  with  me  upon  the  spot  durein,  the  vvl        I     o^'      bf  '''^"""'  '"'^"'^^''  "'>° 

remote  from  each  other,  as  well  n,  fVn,„  ,i. '  1         °"'  "  ^""ST  "npracticable  as  they  live  verv 


,,  -.-•■" -...J.,.. ijr  ui  wiiome  resK  e  in  th  s  Ci(v   nn<i  <„  *i 
Morns  nor  Alexander  who  is  of  the  Council  fl....-  n'  '^  ^'°' 
regard  since  the  seventh  of  Augu      17.o         c           "'          ,"  '"'"'  '""  '''^"^  •^'•^^''^  ^'^  '-st 
My  Lords  the  just  value  I  1.^^^;  P  :^  : "  ^h    T^  '"';:  7  ''^'•'^"'- 
-'   •     •      •   •                                              'ovinccs  uhich  I  have  the  honnour  to  govern,  tho 


"''-'--'«'■  ^> '.is  M:,..  royal  hm;;;;;:,^':;;;;;;:^!''^  ^"^  f--^-  -^ !--» who.ruiy 

'  I  •— ■•'  '  -  ■   ^  "^  *''"*'^  '"'eem  and  rej.ulatiou    in  his  counlrv 

til :.•.!..,. .1   „        »         .  "^  ' 


Lords  I  must  not  omit  to  inform  your  Lor.lsl 


••i'''-'--i«".  Without  aprehe;;d;;;t,;;:;rr^^^^ 

""^' "^""''«"'bis'Maie.,y;  best  "ami' mil^t 


My  Lords  if  y,,,,  are  pleased  to  -is^l^t  il,  . 
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loyal  subjects  in  both  Provinces,  that  you  will  secure  the  fidelity  of  all,  and  at  the  same  time, 
do  a  thing  for  which  1  and  my  successers  shall  ever  be  obliged  to  your  Lordships 

I  am  My  Lords,  with  the  greatest 
New  York  respect  imaginable,  Y'  Lordships 

Dec:  the  6.  1734  Most  obed'  hum-"  Serv' 

Lords  of  Trade  &c  ^'-  ^osbv 

End-":   ReC"  Jan :  the  22.  173^. 
Read  Aug"  the  14.  1735. 


<   n   »  «      ► 


I 


?l 


i|i 


Governor  Cosby  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  Neir-Tork  Bundli  Ee.,  Ko.  68.  ] 

My  Lords 

1  had  the  lion'  of  your  Lordships  letter  of  the  22  of  August  last,  as  to  what  relates  in 
General!  to  the  affairei  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey, 

I  shall  for  the  futer,  send  over  with  every  act  of  Assembly  the  Generall  purport  of  it,  as 
also  my  reasons  for  given  my  assent  to  them,  I  shall  likewise  obey  your  Lordships  Commands 
as  to  the  21  Article  of  my  instructions  by  Given  reasons  except,  they  appeare  in  the  Peramble 
of  the  said  Acts  In  my  letter  which  I  did  myself  the  honour  to  write  to  your  Lordships  of 
the  17  of  June  last,  I  recommend  three  Gentlemen  to  witt,  Coll'  Thomas  Farmer,  Docter  John 
Rodman  and  M""  Richard  Smith ;  I  begg  pardon  My  Lords  It  was  a  mistake  the  tliree  persons 
deceased  ware  not  named,  whom  they  ware  to  be  succeded  by,  it  should  have  been  thus.  Coll 
Farmer  to  succeed  John  Johnson  who  first  di.'.I,  M'  Rodman  in  the  room  of  John  Parker  and 
M'  Smith  in  the  room  of  James  Smith  Since  these  I  took  the  liberty  to  reomiend  John  Schuyler 
in  the  room  of  Coll  Peter  Baird  deceased,  I  must  beg  leave  to  observe  to  your  Lordships  that 
I  recomended  C611  Provoost  who  succeded  M'  Hogg  who  dyed  in  Cull :  Montgomerris  time, 
In  one  of  my  letters  which  goe  with  this  to  your  Lordship  I  have  given  reasons  for  the  removal 
of  Lewis  Morris  from  the  Council  which  I  hope  your  Loi  liips  will  approve  of;  I  would  then 
begg  you  would  move  his  Majesty  that  Robert  Lettice  Hooper  Chief  Justice  of  the  Province' 
may  be  appointed  Councillor  to  succeed  Lewis  Morris 

According  to  your  Lordships  directions  I  herewith  send  a  Copy  of  the  Charter  granted  by 
Coll  Montgomerie  to  the  City  of  New-York. 

I  hope  your  Lordsliips  will  be  so  good  for  the  many  reasons  I  have  given  for  the  removeing 
Rip  Van  Dam  and  James  Alexander  from  the  Councill  of  this  Province,  that  you  will  be  pleased 
to  move  his  Majesty  that  Paul  Richard  and  .John  Moore  may  be  Councillors  in  their  room, 
being  two  Gentlemen  who  are  greatly  beloved  and  esteemed  for  their  worthy  Caractors  and 

'RoDWT  LBmc  HooPKR  WB»  originally  appointed  Chief  Justice  of  New  Jcrwy  in  1726.  on  the  death  of  Mr,  Trent  Supra, 
v.,  795.  After  havintr  fille.l  tli»t  ofll.'o  for  at.ont  three  years,  he  wa«  suoo.-e.led  by  ThoniM  Fanner,  who  otiiciatod  «■  ('liief 
Jultiee  until  Nov.,  \Vl%  when  Mr.  ll.)i.p.'r  was  atrain  appointed  to  his  Umv.r  po.ilion,  iu'ld-f  I'rov.  ConrU  -«  AVu.  Jfr,f>j. 
12«,  12S,  and  eonliniied  to  act  a«  Chief  .lustice  until  his  death  which  occurr«d  ia  March  173H,  when  ho  wm  «uoo«oded  by 
Robert  Hunter  Morris.  Paytrt  of  Irvia  Marrit,  8«.  —  Ed. 
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I 


the  i!^r!!r.h-'°p''"''""^  T"'  r'''''°"'  '"  '""^  •''  ^^"  ''  ^^--y  ^''^'  «'^-«  '"  '^-^yi"^  on 
my  Lords  ''     '"       "'''  ""^  '""^  '''"''  '"  '""''"  '"'  ^*"J'''^  "'  '"^  ^°""^"' 

The  Assembly  broke  up  but  the  29  of  last  month  which  has  made  it  impracticable  to  have 
he  Acts  engrossed  and  prepared  for  the  Scale,  and  to  have  Copy's  made  for  the  printer  so  n! 
0  transm.tt  pr.nted  Copy's  to  your  Lords,  which  shall  be  done  by  the  firstship  tl  a   go  1  aft 
these     As   o  the   lands  vested  in  the   Crown  in  trust  for  the  Mohoks  Nation  your  Lordsl   p 
de.s.res  to  be  ,n(orm  d,  as  to  the  truth  of  the  quantity  and  that  you  were  informed  by  !„ 
.known  hand,  that  .t  was  thirty  thousand  Acars.  instead  of  twelve  hundred,  your  Lordships 
s    know,  that  tey  have  two  ways  of  discribing  their  Lands,  the  one  the/distingu    1    ly 
t^  Gen"  nan,e  of  Land,  that  is.  what  they  call  land,  is  flatts  or  meadow  ground,  where  wo  d 
nor   brush  was  never  known  to  grow,  this  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  tryall  that  ha^pen'd  a    t 
fe  pream   Court   In   tins  Province  in   relation   to   boundrys  of  lands   which  is Tgreeab le 
e  d,st.nct>on  they  make,  one  of  the  witnesses  being  examined  upon  oath  as  to  the  Fen  iss 

of  TIT  '"'        "'^""  '"'  '"  '^'  "'^''^"'  '^'-''''^  ''^"-  -■-  •'  ^"'  ^''^  -t  see  one  f::: 

th-uIeTnl'I'^'  V"  ''u    '""'''  ^°"  ^'''''  '"  ""'  '"'""'■'"'^  "'■■  '^  -■•'''^'"-'y  »'--»'  t'-act  of  land, 

;       T.      J    .      Tr  ^"'  P"'  ""'^•^''  "^^  P'"'''''''"  °^  "•«  «^°^v»  i"  trust  for  them  they  arJ 

ailed  the  Mohock   flatt.  where   we  have  a  Cerreson,  and  are  generally  computed  at  about 

1'  7n  7  r   r"'';      "  T'  ^'°''''  "'=''  ''■■^^'''  '''''  '''  '^y'  '^  '«  "°t  quite  so  much  by  verry 
near  all  the  lands  qu.l  round  it.  to  God  knows  where  the  Mohoks  clain.e,  and  there  are  manv 
and  many  thirty  thousand  Acars  but  not  an  acar  as  I  could  ever  learne  of  llatts  or  clear  Meadovv 
UhI   bemg  every  foot  (except  this  twelve  hundred  acars)  all  the  country  besides  being  a 
wood   lands  and  most  of  them  for  son.e  miles  each  side  the  Mohoks  river  already  g  ant 
g  smce.  So  that  those  that  sent  your  Lordships  information  in  an  unknown  hand  desTn 
o...y^an  ,mposs,t,on  upon  you.  being  ashamed  to  put  their  names  to  it.  knowing  the  ass^ion 

Now  my  Lords  since  I  am  upon  this  I  cannot  help  mentioning  one  more  vile  action  amongst 
he  numny  commuted  by  M'  Morris  Alexander  and  their  a.lherants;  some  months  since  I  ht 
1     honour  to  transm.tt  to  your  Lordships  the  proceedings  relateing  to  the  Mohocks  flatts.  which 

nt  that  very  t.mo  they  were  v.hlyu.g  n.e,  and  falsly  acusing  me  here,  as  well  as  at  home   I 
ay  at    he  very  t.n.e,  did  this  same  M^  Morris,  M'  Alexander'and  one  Sn.ith,  a  La^'.   Z; 
iH-r  (.ang  goe  to  one  NP  P.oyle  a  Scotch  Gentl"  here  who  ,hey  imagine,!  had  .reat  intre 

r  /h:^  ?7  n '"  ''''-  """"""•  ''''-'  ''■"''  '-'  '-  ^'--^  "4-e  had  no  right  tl^:! 
llal  s,  that  (,oll  Dongans  grant  was  not  good,  therefore  desired  he  would  write  to  his  frien.ls 
."  Kngland  m  order  to  obtain  a  grant  of  the  s,r  !  lands,  and  for  their  opinion  they  were  to 
<-'|>  ."for  a  share  of  then,,  this  I  do  assure  your  Lordships  is  true  fron.  the  mou  tot' 
1  oyl-  wl...  told  ,t,  to  M'  LindsyShirff  of  Albany  County,  who  is  a  very  honest  n.an,  M'  Is  I 
ame  ,0  n.e  a„  hour  after  he  had  been  with   P.oyle  the  said   Poyle  UK.king  no  secret  of  itt,  l 

■ ;>'  ''""•;"•  -"'  «'•"'  '^'  "">•'••  ''-1  «''owne  bin,  .vppy's,  of  the  letters  he  had  wrote  t     his 

lr.ends  „.  or.ier  to  obtaine  the  grant,  so  that  your  Lord.-  sees  the  absurdyty  of  the      p    , 
nnd  how  capable  they  are  of  .loeing  every  thing  that  is  ha.l.  '      ' 


MoilM   I.IN|,»M    «,iMl;,|M.ii,t,.,l   \,u„|    (ini..,l-.,f   .\,.„    V„,l,   1,1   ,~. 

ill  l";i-J,  ail. I  Ih'l.l  III,.  ,,t|„...  iiMiil  I7;;.i  —  |i, 

V...,.  VI. 


".  vi,...  Al.Auii.K.r.     il.  «„■<  iippoihl..,!  Sh.riir  of  All.anv 
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My  Lords  it  is  just  now  come  into  my  head,  tliat  it  is  not  unliivcly  but  tliat  M'  Morris,  who 
is  gone  over  may  say,  tliat  there  was  sent  a  Sergant  witli  a  file  of  men  to  stop  liim,  so  farr 
from  it  that  1  do  assure  you  my  Lords,  if  he  had  sent  to  me  for  a  pass  to  goe  for  England,  I 
would  have  readily  have  granted  to  him  your  Lordships  well  knows  that  desersion  is  very 
common  where  there  are  Soldiers  and  very  often  they  desert  and  get  on  board  Sloops  and  ships 
that  goe  from  hence,  a  Capt"  mist  a  man,  and  found  that  he  had  deserted  and  bad  intellegence, 
that  he  went  to  the  Hook  on  the  Jersey  side  in  order  to  gett  on  board  Capt"  Payton,  the  Capt" 
himself  saying  two  or  three  days  before  there  bad  been  a  man  bargaining  with  him  for  his 
passage  upon  which  the  Capt"  sent  down  a  Sergant  with  a  file  of  men  in  order  to  take  iiim  in 
case  he  should  attempt  to  goe  on  board  at  the  Hook  this  my  Lords  is  the  truth  of  the 
whole  matter 

I  am  my  Lords 

With  the  greatest  respect 
Imageinable 
New  York  Your  Lordships  most  obed' 

the  7  Dec'  1734  ^^"'^  '""^^  bumble  Servant 

To  the  Lord  of  Trade  ^V.  Cosby 

End"    Kec-'Jnn'J' the  22.  niU- 
Head  Aug'  14.  1735. 


Gwernw  Co-shj  to  the  Diihe  of  Newcastle. 

[  New-York,  ».  I'.  O.  VUI.,  1(W.  ] 

New  York  Dec' y' 10"' 1734. 

My  Lord, 

As  the  letter  which  His  ^lajesty's  Council  did  themselves  the  honour  to  write  to  your  (Jrace 
with  their  answers  to  M'  Van  Dam's  articles  of  complaint  against  nie  has  been  made  public  in 
a  most  scandalous  pampiilet'  dispersed  about  tiiis  I'rovince  containing  a  very  rude  reply  to 
those  answers  and  n'lleclions  both  on  my  self  and  them,  and  as  those  (Jentlemen  that  were 
present  at  the  drawing  up  of  those  answers  may  possibly  seem  chargeable  with  a  breach  of 
trust  and  disrespect  to  )our  (Jrace  in  divulging  what  ought  to  be  kept  secret,  till  your  (jrace's 
pleasure  was  known,  they  have  in  Council  entreated  me  to  represent  to  your  Grace,  in  what 
manner  their  letter  became  expos'd,  in  order  to  vindicate  theui  from  the  imputation  of  an 
oU'eiice,  whicii  they  beg  leave  to  assure  your  (!race  in  regard  to  y'  honour  of  the  trust  repos'd 
in  them,  and  their  respect  to  your  (Jrace  they  detest  and  abhor. 

'It  is  chlilliMl; — "llci'lx  of  Articlon  of  ('oriipliiir't  liy  Kip  Von  \)mi\  I.sh.  n^iiimt  liia  lAdlloijiy  William  Cosby  Vm\. 
riovi'rnor  of  N>w  York  ito.  To  wliicli  i«  pii'tixiMl,  .Mr.  Vim  D.im  s  li  tlir  Ktiit  to  Hi*  Kxicllerii'v  with  u  copy  of  tliouc  ArtitUs. 
An  uIau  a  I. (Iter  from  noiiie  of  llio  (ii'i.tl' fiumi  of  the  (.immil  I'f  New  York,  lo  liiri  (Jnioi'  tlo;  ))iik«  <if  NcwciiHllc,  oin'  of 
lliii  MajiKtjV  priiii'ipiil  Scoridiriirt  of  Stall',  in  Aiiswir  to  llo'  hummiiI  Arlii.liH  of  romplaint.  'iinl  a  lioplv  to  tliosi'  Aiiswir» 
of  llie  <i«iitl«!in<Mi  of  tlii;  L'oiiiicil.  Sub  Jiidice  Lit  rtl.  lUmloii ;  I'riiilfil  in  the  year  Hill."  I'olio  pp.  '^S.  It  ia  in  the  Stuli- 
LilTury,  Allmiiy.  —  i;i>. 
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To  doe  justice  therefore  to  tliese  Geiitlemen  I  must  beg  leave  to  ncquiiint  you  tliat  M"" 
Golden  the  Surveyor  Gen'  of  y'  Crown  hinds  and  a  nieml)er  of  the  Council,  not  being  in  town 
at  the  time  when  the  letter  was  drawn  up,  prevail'd  afterwards  on  one  of  the  Clerks  of  the 
Secretary's  Ollice  to  let  him  iiave  a  copy  of  it,  which  he  communicated  to  the  late  Chelf  Justice 
Morris  for  the  use  which  has  been  made  of  It. 

I  will  further  trouble  your  Grace  with  this  observation  on  the  General  behaviour  of  M' 
Golden,  that  it  is  inconsistent  with,  and  unworthy  of  the  Character  of  a  Councilor,  he  has  so 
little  regard  to  y"  trust  and  confidence  of  his  onice  and  so  closely  link'd  with  y-  opposers  of  the 
Goverment,  that  be  is  not  asham'd  of  being  made  their  spy,  upon  all  the  proceedings  and  all 
the  transactions  of  the  Council.  This  my  Lord,  is  so  true  that  I  doe  asure  your  Grace  their 
most  secret  consultations  and  resolutions  are  no  longer  so  than  while  they  continue  sitting, 
My  Lord  1  am  determined  never  to  give  your  Grace  any  trouble  in  Coplaineing  of  these 
Infamous  fellows,  I  shall  rather  bear  their  insults,  neither  would  I  at  this  time,  if  I  could  have 
avoided  the  importunity  of  the  Council  to  send  your  Grace  this. 

I  am  My  Lord 

Your  Grace's  most  oblidged 

&  faithfull  servant 

I  1  I        11    ,  ^  (signed)         \V.  Cosby. 

I  beg  my  hum"''  duty  to  y"  Duches  &  Miss  Spence. 


Governor  Coshij  to  the  Zonk  of  Dude. 

I  New- York  Iluiiclle  Ee.  No.  06.  ] 

,,    T      ,  New  York  June  10.  1785 

My  Lords 

With  this  I  do  my.-^elf  the  honour  to  transmitt  to  your  Lordships  the  acts  of  Assembly 
pnss'd  at  .\ew  '^'ork  the  last  year  whereon  on  I  shall  make  such  remarks  as  will  let  your 
Lordships  into  the  reasons  for  the  Council  and  Assembly  passing  them  and  for  my  giving  my 
assent  to  them,  and  that  I  may  avoid  repetition  as  much  as  possible,  I  will  consider  all  Those 
together  that  have  any  conection  or  dependance  on  each  other 

N°  1.  An  Act  to  lay  a  duly  of  Tonage  on  the  vessels  and  for  the  time  therein  mentioned. 
7.  An  Act  for  fortifying  the  City  of  Albany  and  Scbonentady  and  other  places  in  the 
County  of  Albany. 

1 1    An  Act  to  lay  a  duty  on  the  goods  and  ta.\  on  the  Slaves  therein  mentioned  during 
the  time  and  for  the  uses  mentioned  in  the  same. 

^  12    An  Act  to  prolong  the  duty  of  Tonage  laid  by  an  Act  entituled  an  Act  to  lay  a  duty 
of  Tonage  on  the  vessells  and  for  the  tinie  therein  mentioned. 

l;i    An   Act   to  strike  and  make  currant  IJill."  ol'  Credit  to  the  value  of  twelve  thousand 
pounds  on  the  funds  and  for  the  uses  therein  mentioned 

14    An  Act  to  appoint  and  impower  Commissioners  for   erecting   fortifications    in    this 
Colony  at  the  several  places  therein  meutiou'd 
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All  these  principally  reli.te  to  one  and  the  same  thing  vi/<  the  putting  the  Province  in  a 
posture  of  defence,  your  Lordships  very  well  know  that  this  Province  is  a  Barrier  to  the 
Southern  ones  against  Canada  and  as  such  ought  at  all  times  to  be  well  fortihed  for  their 
defence  as  well  as  our  own,  wherein  the  Crown  has  thought  it  reasonable  that  they  should  be 
at  some  part  of  the  expence  however  as  those  Gracious  intentions  have  not  hitherto  had  the 
intended  eftect,  the  people  of  this  Province  have  chose  rather  to  perswade  themselves  into  an 
opinion  of  their  Security  from  their  own  poverty  and  the  weakness  of  their  neighbours  of 
Canada  then  at  their  own  expence  to  make  proper  fortifications  for  their  defence,  but  as  the 
posture  of  affairs  in  Europe  appeared  to  us  at  this  distance  to  threaten  a  rupture  with  France 
I  laid  hold  of  the  peoples  apprehensions  to  engage  them  to  build  these  fortifications  both  on 
our  frontiers  towards  Canada,  and  in  the  town  of  New  York  which  lay  exposed  to  the  insults 
of  a  few  ships  there  being  nothing  to  hinder  them  from  entring  the  Harbour  and  takeing  "nd 
distroying  ourVessells  and  burning  the  town;  1  flatter  myself  my  Lords  that  his  Majesty  upon 
your  Lordships  representation  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  think  favourably  of  what  I  have 
done,  for  I  am  confident  there  is  no  way  so  elfertual  to  recommend  me  to  his  Grace  &  favour 
as  this  which  is  entirely  agreable  to  his  paternal  tenderness  and  care  of  his  Subjects,  this 
work  so  highly  necessary  yet  met  with  many  rubs,  the  poverty  of  this  Country  was  strongly 
urged  and  the  dithcuty  of  finding  such  funds  an  were  likely  to  go  down  with  a  Majority  of  the 
house  and  would  answer  tiie  end  too,  was  not  easily  got  over  nor  was  I  without  some  strugle 
with  myself  brougl'.t  to  submit  to  the  striUeing  of  paper  money  however  as  I  concei'.ed  the 
work  to  be  of  the  highest  importance  to  his  Majesty  in  the  preservation  and  defence  of  liis 
Provinces  and  as  there  was  no  possibility  of  raising  the  money  in  a  shorter  time  than  is  given 
to  tlie  bills  of  Creddit,  as  the  sum  to  be  struck  is  but  small  that  if  in  the  mean  time  a  rupture 
with  France  should  ensue,  this  and  the  neighbouring  Provinces  would  lye  open  to  the  attacks 
of  the  enemy  1  prevaiUd  with  myself  to  give  my  assent  to  those  bills  hopeing  for  his  Maj"" 
])ardon  on  your  Lordships  representation,  which  I  the  more  confidently  ask  as  1  do  with  the 
utmost  truth  assure  you  that  I  have  in  this  whole  affaire  thrown  bv  all  considerations  of  my 
private  interest ;  upon  a  thorough  deiiberation  therefore  I  presume  to  hope  your  Lordships 
will  recommei.d  these  Acts  to  his  Majesty  for  his  lloyal  aprobation 

l\"  2  An  Act  for  granting  to  the  people  called  Quakers  residing  within  this  Colony  th*?  same 
Priveledges  benifitts  and  induigencit's  as  by  the  laws  and  Statutes  now  remaining  of  force  in 
that  part  of  Great  Brittain  called  Kngland  the  people  of  that  denomination  are  intituled  unto 
within  those  dominions 

Under  the  former  Acts  of  Assembly  the  (Quakers  could  not  vote  for  Assembly  men  without 
taking  an  oath,  its  certain  they  are  not  the  most  tractable  people  where  they  are  numei  juh  as 
in  one  or  two  Counties  th^'y  are. 

N"  3  An  Act  to  prevent  ^mall  stallions  from  running  at  large  in  the  Colony  of  New  York 
and  to  geld  such  as  shall  be  ui.der  the  size  therein  mentioned 

This  Act  is  intended  to  mend  the  breed  of  horses  in  iheir  size  for  at  present  they  arc  small 
and  will  be  smaller  still  unless  care  be  taken. 

N»  4  An  Act  for  regulating  the  ruts  of  waggons  in  Dutches  County,  one  or  two  counties  in 
the  Province  having  formerly  obtained  Acts  of  Assembly  to  make  their  waggons  of  a  larger 
and  etjual  size  this  County  having  observed  the  benelitt  the  people  have  had  by  it  are  desirous 
to  tread  in  their  steps 

N"  5  An  Act  for  regulating  the  choice  of  a  representative  for  the  Manor  of  Courtland  in  *'ie 
County  of  West  Chester. 
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The  reason  of  tl.is  bill  appears  in  ti.e  body  of  it,  the  King  by  his  Grant  gave  Courtland  the 
pnviiedge  of  having  an  Assembly  man  for  \m  Mannor  but  us  there  were  no  directors  in 
the  Grant  how  the  choice  should  be  made  this  Act  supplys  that  defect. 

NOG  An  Act  for  the  better  explaining  and  more  effectual  putting  in  execution  the  Act  of 
Generall  Assembly  therein  mentioned  proper  houses  for  holding  courts  in  the  Counties  and 
good  prisons  are  ne,  essary  buildings,  this  County  they  wanted  both  and  the  Act  recited  in  this 
not  bemg  sutlicient  to  answer  tiie  end  this  was  passed  to  make  it  effectual. 

yv^7  t,"  .^?  '"''  '■'^"'"''"«  ^''*''  '--''''  t°  ^«  t^ken  for  ships  and  other  Vesselis  useing  the 
Wart  called  Uurnets  key  in  ;!ie  City  of  New  York. 

The  owners  of  this  wharf  having  at  a  great  charge  carry'd  it  a  considerable  way  into  the 
water  whereby  almost  any  of -our  Vesselis  can  carrean  there  with  more  ease  and  less  expence 
both  of  money  and  time  than  they  formerly  used  to  do  by  hulks  when  riding  at  anchor  in  the 
It. ver  are  deserous  to  have  the  rates  which  the  Merchants  have  hitherto  voluntarily  paid  them 
settled  l)y  a  law.  ''  ' 

N- 9  An  Act  for  naturalizing  Abraham  Ilousman  John  Grondain,  Jacob  Boss,  Frederick 
Becker  Jonan.s  Wedderim  Conrode  Rightmier.  Johanis  Spaler  Zacharias  Haber,  Peter 
Cruller  and  Johams  V  anwyck 

N"  10  An  Act  for  dischr  rging  a  certain  obligation  enter'd  into  by  Cornelius  Cuyler  of  the 
City  of  Albany  Merchant  to  the  treasurer. 

Neither  of  these  Acts  want  anything  more  to  bu  said  of  them  than  that  the  first  encourages 
the  peoplc-mg  of  the  Country  the  1^3.  explains  its  self. 

N»  15  .^n  Act  for  the  partition  and  division  of  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  Du'.chess  County 
granted  to  bamsou  Broughton  Rip  Van  Dam  Thomas  Wenham  Roger  A[o;npesson,  I'eter 
I<  auconnier,  Augustin  Graham,  Richard  Sackett  and  Rober  Lurtin.' 

The  Acts  of  Assembly  that  have  been  heretofore  past  in  this  Province  for  the  partition  of 

lands,  especially  the  last  general  Act  that  was  made  in  M^  Burnetts  t.me  h.ve^  not  guarded 

aga.nst   the   encroachments  which  the   granters   might  u.ake  on  the  Crown  lands  or  other 

contiguous  Grants  and  being  ir  other  respects  to  loosely  worded  or  giveing  to  much  room  for 

fraud  or  surprise  the  persons  who  petitioned  for  this  Act  having  nothing  in  view  but  a  fair  and 

equitable  Partition,  have, n  this  shunned  those  causes  of  objection  which  proved  the  fate  of 

hat  and  have  conceived  it  in  terms  altogether  agreable  t(.  justice  and  the  circumstances  of  the 

rovince,  hoping  only  for  an  honest  and  necessary  aid  to  enable  them  to  divide  their  lands 

that  they  inay  be  thereby  impowered  to  pursue  the  end  and  intention  of  the  grant  in  peopleing 

and  cultivating  the  Province,  and  1  own  that  1  find  so  much  Justice  in  it  that  if  1  had  no  other 

reason  to  induce  me  I  should  very  frankly  give  them  my  utmost  assistant;  but  my  Lord. 

lu-re  are  others  that  weigh  very  much  with  me,  the  fate  of  the  act  pass'd  in  M'  Burne  ts  time 

cen  a  principall  cause  not  only  that  people  have  not  come  from  abroad  to  settle  among  us 

.has  likewise  drove  many  of  our  own  people  to  ti.e  Neiuhbouring  Colonies,  for  tho  some 

Count  y,  jet  those  are  but  few,  and  th.  rest  more  Cautious  have  chose  rather  to  neglect  . 

present    advantage  than  rashly  to  engage  in  a  thing  that  in  the  end  will   involve  them  in 

expel  sive  law  suits  and  lasting  trouble 

Tills  Province  is  the  frontiers  to  the  other  Provinces  against  Canada  and  as  such  the 
u  op  e ing  „f  ,t  ought  I  th.ng  to  be  encouraged  nor  is  there  a  more  elfectual  way  to  do  it  t  n 
y  enabling  toe  proprietors  to  divide  their  lands  in  the  manner  prescribed  bv  this  Ac.  I  see 

"o  .nconven.ence  in  it  either  to  tli«  Crown  or  to  the  subject  'but  many  present  and  grea 
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advantages  to  the  publick  from  the  settlcmonls  that  will  bo  made  in  consequence  of  Partitions 
especially  of  those  tracts  of  Lands  that  lye  between  Albany  and  New  York  of  which  this  is 
one,  among  other  advantages  this  being  one  that  we  sliall  keep  our  own  young  people  from 
going  to  the  other  Colonies  for  they  are  very  unwillingly  brought  to  settle  the  f.-ontiers;  as  for 
the  extream  part  of  tlie  Province  beyond  Albany  where  there  are  large  tracts  still  in  the  grant 
of  the  Crown  other  methods  are  to  be  taken  for  the  settling  them  and  we  have  already  fallen 
upon  a  Scheme  that  I  think  will  fully  answer  the  end,  which  is  to  give  grants  gratis  (all  the 
oflicers  concerned  having  consented  to  it)  of  100,000  acres  of  land  clear  of  all  charges  but 
the  quit  rent,  in  200  acres  to  a  family  to  the  first  500  protestant  famillys  that  come  hither  from 
Europe  on  that  encouragement,  and  I  have  already  caused  advertizements  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  Council  to  he  printed  and  sent  to  several  Farts  of  Europe. 

U|)on  the  whole  my  lords  whether  you  cosider  the  Common  Strength  and  wealth  of  the 
Country  tlie  increase  of  trade  or  the  Justice  and  ecjuity  of  this  Act  1  perswade  myself  you  will 
think  with  me  that  it  is  highly  reasonable  and  necessary  to  be  passed  into  a  law,  and  I  hope 
from  your  Lordships  goodness  and  care  of  the  I'rovinces,  for  your  recommendation  of  it  to  his 
Majesty  for  his  lioyal  aprobation 

N"  IG  An  Act  to  lay  a  duty  on  empty  casks  imported  into  the  City  of  New  York  during  the 
time  therein  mentioned 

The  preamble  of  this  Act  setts  forth  the  reasons  for  the  passing  it,  and  they  are  very  true. 

N"  17  An  Act  for  the  further  continueing  an  Act  entituled  an  act  to  let  to  farm  the  excise  of 
strong  liquors  retailed  in  this  Colony  for  the  time  therein  mentioned  and  for  declaring  shrub 
lyable  to  the  same  duties  as  distilled  licpiors. 

This  Act  being  that  fund  for  sinking  the  paper  money  formerly  struck  here  and  being  the 
same  as  has  been  anually  passed  for  several  years  I  need  make  no  other  remarks  on  it. 

N"  IS  An  Act  to  prevent  desertion  from  his  Majestys  forces  in  the  Colony  of  New  York 

N°  19  An  Act  for  the  further  continuance  of  an  Act  intituled  an  Act  for  settling  an  regulating 
the  Militia  in  this  i'rovince,  and  niakeing  the  same  usefull  for  the  security  and  defence  thereof 
and  for  lepealing  all  other  Acts  relating  to  the  same  likewise  the  several  Acts  whereby  the 
samt^  has  been  revived  and  continued 

These  two  Acts  carrying  their  reasons  with  them  I  will  not  give  your  Lordships  the  trouble 
of  any  observations  on  tlieni. 

Having  linish'd  what  I  thought  myself  obliged  to  say  on  these  acits  of  Assembly  [  beg  Ieav(!  to 
ac(|uaint  your  Lordships  that  the  Attorney  General  of  this  I'rovince  having  tiled  a  hill  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery  against  the  patlentees  of  a  patent  granted  by  Coll  Montgomerie  for  some 
lands  in  this  I'rovince  in  order  to  make  the  same  void  being  as  the  bills  suggests  obtain'd  by 
fraud  and  surpri/e  and  having  served  those  deft-ndants  who  live  in  this  I'rovince  with  Supeenas 
to  appear  and  answer,  several  of  tnem  instead  of  answering  having  given  in  exceptions  under 
their  hands  to  the  constitution  and  .Jurisdiction  of  the  Court,  your  Lordships  well  know 
that  the  Court  of  Chancery  has  b-jen  often  attacked  and  warmly  voted  against  by  the 
Assembly's  of  this  I'rovince,  and  its  authority  as  often  asserted  by  his  Majesty's  tiovernour  and 
Councill,  and  the  Covernours  countenanced  and  protected  by  your  Lordships  board,  but  this  is 
the  lirst  time  that  any  private  persons  have  ventured  to  question  it,  and  since  (brmer 
(Jovernours  have  witlisl()o<l  the  resolves  of  the  Assembly  and  have  been  Justified  in  it  I 
should  be  unexcusable  if  upon  a  weaker  assault  1  should  give  up  the  Kings  Authority  nor 
do  I  despare  of  tin;  like  protection  that  my  predecessors  have  rece'';  I  assure  your  Lordships 
1  am  not  at  all  fond  of  having  any  sui'  i  brought  before  me  in  that  Court  and  this  is  the 
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only  one  that  l.as  l..-en  .•on.n.,.nce,l  in  my  time  but  when  the  Attorney  General!  for  the  Kin.r 
or  others  for  the  relief  of  their  Clients  think  it  necessary  to  do  it  I  dare  not  deny  t^f 
am    surprised    .ndeed    and    I    believe   your    Lordships    will    think   it   very   extraordimrJ 
hat  three  of  his  Majesty's  Council,  and  they  to,  three  of  those  Councello'rs  v  Iwt  ^  ' 
c     sured  the  resolves  of  the  Assen.bly  against  the  legality  of  the  Court  of  Chancerv  in    ^ 
shoud  s,gn  these  except.ons  against  the  san.e  Court,  nor  are   they  content  with 'that  but 
openly  and  avowedly  declare  their  opiuions  against  the  Kings  authority  to  Establish  Co 
K.,uuy  ,u  the  Plantat.ons  a  doctrine  very  opposite  to  the  opinions  which  1  have  seen  u 
I.s  Majestu.  Attorney  and  Solicitor  Ceneral  of  Kugland  and  to  the  opinion  of  your  I.ordsh 
board  s,gn,(y'd  ,„  a  letter  to  Coll  IJunter  of  the   I,  of  June  171.  nly  Lords      am  t;  A 
matters  of  n.oment  (and  there  can  be  none  of  greater  n.on.entthan  those  wherein  his  M       t y 
prerogat.ve  ,s  concern'.!)  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  Council,  what  ad  a  , 

what  consent     am    >ke  to  have  fron,  such  men  your  Lordships  will  readily  guess,  there  ar 
maro^  tnngs  that  I  dare  not   I  cannot  do  without  .he  advice  of  the  Council  and  yet   f      foil  w 
n  h  adv.ce  as  these  men  w,ll  give  me  I  may  be  more  criminal  I  have  no  ways  therefore  to  do     v 
<  u.y  w.th  my  preservation  of  n.y  honour  but  to  leave  it  to  your  Lordships  Judgement  wl,t7r 
hey  are  b    to  s,t  ,n  Ilis   Majesties  Council   here  or  not,  I  have   forl.ly  'c,      „t"    , 
Lor  sups  that  a  majority  of  the  Council  have  declared  that  they  could  not  sit' at  tl'e  Bo    . 
ml   M   \  andan,  after  the  open  and  scandalous  aspersions  he  has  thrown  upon  them  in  printed 
libels  and  papers  industriously  dispersed  in  the  I'rovince,  and  reco.n.nended   M^  Paul  llichards 
a  merchant  of  this  town  of  good  estate  and  Credditt  to  be  appointed  iu  his  room  this  1  also 
subnnt  to  your  Lordships  Judgements,  I  do  myself  the  honour  to  enclose  to  your  Lordships  'i 
copy  of  the  exceptions  against  the  constitution  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  iV  A  which  by  order 
o    the  Court  on  the  n.otion  of  the  Attorney  General  comeing  on  to  be  heard  thl  5  iLt 
M  IIorsn,andea  one  of  the  Council  for  the  King  iu  this  cause  open',!  the  nature  of  the  bil 
nd  pray  d  to  have  the  exceptions  read,  which  being  done  he  stood  up  to  argue  tluU  point  b 
won  1  no   suffer  eUher  the  Council  fbr  the  King  or  for  the  defendalus  to  speak  to  it  telli  g 
them  that  ihose  except.ons  where  of  so  extraor.linary  a  nature  that  1  could  hear  no  arguement 
x.po.,    them,    that  I    was  fully   sattisfied    in  my    own  Judgem'    of  his  Majesties    u.^r     , 
nghttoerectCourtsof  K,uity  in  ILs  Plantations  and  that  I  was  ..ot  singular  in  :;opinl 

order  d  the  enclosed  Lxt.act  of  n.inutes  of  Council  .N-  I>.  to  be  read,  and  then  disn.iss'd  the 
Exceptu,ns  order.ng  the  defendants  to  answer  by  a  certain  day.  and  I  have  the  satisfaction  to 
unders.and  tha    my  determination  is  universally  approved  of  by  all  but  the  Defendants,  I  shall 
go  .shonly  to  ..  n.boy  to  hold  the  Assen.bly  of  that  l-rovince   were   I   shall   n.eet  with  so 
d.fhculty  to  get  a  su.hc.ent  nun.ber  of  Councellors  together  to   make  a  Council   of  thor 
reeo.nended   to   your   Lordships   to  be   appointed  fbr   that    Province    have   your    Lordship 
'>I..-oba„on   I    .ntreat   you    to    recomn.end    them    to    his    Majesty    that    I    n.av  receive    t 
jM-o.ntn.en,s    as  soon    as  possible  fbr   the  reasons  here   n.entiou'd   I   likewise"  do    my  el    t  " 

n:::  i^^-'^x;';'"' 7am  ^^"^'^^^  --'''  -' ''- ''-'  '^-^  ^-^  -"^  -  -  ^^^^ 

My  Lordj 

with  the  greatest  res[)ect 

i.uaginal)le  Vour  Lordships 

must  obedient  and  faitld'ull 
liumhle  Servant 

W.  CuMir 


'A 


W. 
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Governor  Ooshy  to  the  Lord^  of  Trade. 

[  New  Tork  Dnndla  Eo.,  No.  (>».  ] 

New  York  June  19.  1735 
Rfy  Lords 

In  my  letter  to  your  Lordships  of  tlie  10"'  inst  I  layed  before  you  the  belieavour  of  some  of 
his  Mai'>'  Council  of  this  Province  and  tiie  difficulties  I  shall  lye  under  in  the  discharge  of  my 
duty  to  his  Majesty  in  the  trust  repos'd  in  me  if  these  men  be  not  remov'd  from  their  Seats  at 
this  board,  I  had  not  then  fully  resolv'd  whome  to  recommend  to  your  Lordships  to  succeed, 
but  now  my  Lords  I  have  thought  of  those  whose  fortunes  and  caracters  are  amongst  the 
foremost  in  this  Province  for  reputation  and  estate  and  as  such  I  recommend  them  to  your 
Lordships  and  they  are  these  Tlio'  Freeman  Esq:  who  maryed  one  of  my  daughters,  and  M"" 
Jolm  Moore  a  considerable  merchant  in  this  town  I  am 
My  Lords 

with  the  greatest  respect 

imaginable 

Your  Lordships  most 

obedient  Humble  Servant 

W.    COSBV 

End''    KeC  Aug'  2 

Read  Aug'  14.  1735 


m 


Ijorih  of  Trade  to  the  Lords'  of  the  Privy  Council. 

[  Mew  York  KnlrlM,  M.,  1-7.  J 

To  the  R'  Hon'''*  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  His  Majesty's  most  Hon''''  Privy  Council. 

My  Lords, 

We  have  considered  the  humble  petition  of  the  Merchants  and  Traders  of  the  City  of 
Bristol,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  referr'd  to  us  by  Vour  Lordships  on  the  1"  day 
of  November  1731  complaining  of  an  Act  paas'd  in  His  .Majesty's  Province  of  New  York 
intituled,  "An  Act  to  repeal  the  \ct  and  to  cancel  the  Hills  of  Credit  therein  mentioned,  and 
grant  unto  His  Majesty  several  duii**"!  i.)r  supporting  His  Majesty's  (iovernment  in  the  ('olony 
of  New  York  until  the  first  day  of  September  which  will  be  in  the  year  1737." 

We  have  been  attend»'d  upon  this  occasion  by  the  Agent  for  the  Petitioners  and  have  heard 
what  he  had  to  olfer  in  support  of  tiieir  |)etition  and  having  considered  the  said  Act  and  taken 
the  advice  of  M'  Fane  one  of  His  Majesty'.s  Council  at  liaw  thereupon  we  take  leave  upon  tlia 
whole  to  ol).'<erve  to  Vour  Lordships  that  by  the  following  Clauses  of  this  .Xct  it  is  provided 
that  lliert"  shall  be  paid  to  his  Majesty  for  every  slave,  (mule  or  li'inaie)  "of  lour  years  of  age 
"and  upward.^,  imported  directly  from  Africa,  the  (|uantity  of  live  ounces  or  ,'^evil  Pillar  or 
"  Mexico  Plate,  or  turly  Hhill:  in  Hills  of  Credit  made  current  in  this  C^uluny. 
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-For  every  Negro,  Mullatto  or  Indian  Slave  (male  or  female)  of  four  years  of  aae  an,, 

"iTJmoLr^^"^'  '■™'"    '"'   "'"''   '"''''    ''  ''"'  ''  ^'''"  ^"^  -'"  "'  '"-  Po^'^^^n 

"For  all  European  or  East  India  Goods  imported  with  proper  Certificates  from  the  British 

'  Islands  m  the  West  Ind.es.  the  sun.  of  five  pounds  in  like  Money,  for  every  hundred  no     d 

value  prune  cost,  and  after  that  rate  for  a  greater  or  lesser  quantity."  ^ 

As  these  clauses  are  greatly  prejudicial  to  the  Trade  &  Navigation  of  this  Kingdom   and 

pleasure  snouki  be  known  concerning  the  same   wp  shnnM  r,-  .1  J      J  ° 

prop™. ,„a. .„is AC.,,,;;;:':;,;;:: '  t z;zrz::,^"T '^ 

»ii..ll  refus.  to  comply  „,,|,  ,h„  I,„i,ucii„„,  „»  s|,„uij  u,,,,  „„,,„„  „,.„  ,|,„  I,,  :,"!.., 
may  b,  luij  before  Hi,  M„jo.ly  To,  bi,  Ui,„„,„va,K.,..     W„  „r ',  My  Lordl,  ^  ' 

Vour  Lord'"  most  obedient 

&  most  humble  .Serv" 

•  FiTzVVALTEa 

Whiteliall  '^-  I'elham 

Aug"  y*    G""    173.5.  *'"*'  I^"UDENELL 

R-  I'lumek. 


Addi.ional  Instruction  to  our  Trusty  and  Wei  beloved  W-  Cosby  Esq'  Our  Cap' 

l.rntor.e    depen.l.ng  thereon  in  America  or  to  the  Con.n.ander  iu  Chief 
of  our  said  Province  for  the  time  being.     (Jiven  at 

current  mm.v  „(■  v..    v    1  ^  '     ^  ^     *'  "  ''"')'"'  'ivi'  ounces  of  I'late  or  40' 

from  any  other  place   urair  '";'"       '^"  "'"">'  "'"'"  "^•^■'•y  «''"-^'  "^  «''«  «"' "^  "g« 

VoK.  V        '  '^""'""'  "?"«'  "'^'^'  '-"-'-^  ""i-t..l  wi.h  proper  cer.ificnt!, 
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from  the  British  Islands  in  the  West  Indies,  the  sum  of  five  pounds  in  like  mony  for  every 
^100  value  prime  Cost  which  Act  having  been  examined  by  our  Commiss"  for  Trade  and 
Plantations  is  found  to  be  directly  contrary  to  the  18'"  Article  of  Your  Instructions  whereby 
you  are  expressly  forbid  to  pass  any  law  by  which  the  trade  or  Navigation  of  this  Kingdom 
may  be  any  way  affected  declaring  it  to  be  our  Royal  Intention  that  no  Duties  shall  be  laid  iu 
the  province  under  your  Government  upon  British  shipping  or  upon  the  Product  or  Manufactures 
of  Great  Britain  upon  any  pretence  whatsoever.  It  is  therefore  Our  Express  will  and  pleasure 
that  you  move  our  Council  and  Assembly  of  our  said  Province  forthwith  to  pass  a  New  Law 
for  repealing  the  three  foregoing  Clauses  and  for  providing  and  settling  other  Funds  for  the  like 
purposes  not  liable  to  the  same  objections,  or  at  least  that  an  Exception  be  made  in  favour  of 
all  Goods  whatsoever  of  the  Product  or  Manufacture  of  Great  Britain;  and  that  no  Duty  be 
laid  on  any  Slaves  Imported  payable  by  the  Importer,  and  you  are  also  to  signify  our  Royal 
Intention  to  our  Council  and  the  Assembly  of  our  said  Province  that  if  they  do  not  immediately 
comply  with  this  our  luslruction  we  shall  repeal  the  Act  now  complained  of 


Lords  of  Trade  to  Queen  Caroline. 

(  yow-Tork  Kutrlct,  M.,  p.  IJ.  ] 

To  the  Queen's  most  Excell'  Majesty  Guardian  of  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  &  Ilis 
Majesty's  Lieutenant  within  the  same. 

May  it  please  Your  Majesty 

We  have  reC"  a  letter  from  Col"  Cosby  his  Majesty's  Governor  of  the  Province  of  New  York 
dated  the  G""  of  December  last  in  which  he  complains  of  the  factious,  disaffected  and  illegal 
Behaviour  of  M'  James  Alexander,  a  Member  of  His  Majesty's  Councils  in  New  York  and 
New  Jersey,  Lewis  Morris  late  Chief  Justice  in  the  Province  of  New  York,  and  a  Member  of 
His  Majesty's  Council  in  New  Jersey,  and  Rip  van  Dam  Esq'  late  Commander  in  Chief  and 
President  of  the  Council  at  New  York,  which  Complains  are  supported  by  several  jtapers 
printed  at  New  York  and  by  a  Report  of  His  Majesty's  Council  there,  transmitted  to  us  upon 
this  occasion  by  Col"  Cosby. 

Col»  Cosby  acquaints  us  iu  his  letter  that  the  said  Alexander  and  his  party  have  set  up  n 
printing  press  at  New  York,  where  the  mosi  virulent  libels  and  most  abusive  Pamphlets 
published  against  the  Ministry  and  other  persons  of  Honour  in  Kngland  have  been  reprinted, 
with  Buch  alterations  as  served  to  inffame  the  people  against  the  several  branches  of  the 
legislature,  and  the  Administration  in  that  Province. 

That  (actions  Cabals  are  secretly  held  several  times  a  week  in  New  York  at  which  Alexander 
is  always  present,  as  Morris  was  before  his  coming  privately  to  Kngland. 

That  a  black  and  malicious  attempt  hath  been  made  by  the  said  Alexander  against  M' 
Harrison,  a  IMcmber  of  his  Mnjesly'H  Council  at  New  York,  and  a  person  of  known  loyalty,  by 
charging  him  with  a  capilal  crime,  oi  which  he  lialli  been  fully  acquitted  by  a  Committee  of 
His  Majesty's  Council  and  by  the  grand  Jury  in  that  Province  who  refused  to  fmd  the  liill 
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against  him.  upon  the  Affidavits  of  the  said  Alexander  and  one  Smith,  who  acted  in  concert 
with  him  upon  that  occasion.  """-en 

That  the  said  Morris  whilst  President  of  the  Council  in  the  Province  of  NW  Jersey  acted 
m  the  most  arbitrary  manner  having  turned  out  several  loyal  old  servants  and  officers  without 
consent  of  the  said  Council,  in  contempt  of  His  Majesty's  Instructions  to  make  way  for  His 
near  Relations;  that  he  had  sat  and  acted  as  Chancellour.  and  made  a  decree  without  Rivins 
regular  Notice,  or  hearing  the  parties  concerned,  and  that  nevertheless  he  hath  loudly  declaimed 
both  m  New  York  and  New  Jersey  against  His  Majesty's  Gov"  who  have  sat  as  Chancellors 
affirming  publicly  that  no  decrees  of  the  Chancery  or  any  other  Court  of  Equity  were  binding 
on  the  subject,  and  that  His  Majesty  had  no  right  to  establish  any  such  Court  in  those  Provinces 
Col    Cosby  further  acqaints  us  that  Rip  van  Dam.  Morris,  Alexander  and  others  of  their 
party  appear  by  their  behaviour  to  be  disaffected  to  His  Majesty's  Government,  and  are  daily 
exming  the  people  to  sedition  and  Riot,  for  which  Reasons  we  take  leave  humbly  to  propose 
to  Your  Majesty  that  the  said  Van  Dam  may  be  deprived  of  his  seat  in  his  Majesty's  Council  of 
New  York,  the  said  Morris  of  his  seat  in  the  Council  of  New  Jersey,  and  the  said  Alexander 
of  his  seats  ,n  both  those  Councils  and  that  John  Moor  and  Paul   Richards  Esq"  may  be 
appointed  of  His  Majesty's  Council  in  New  York,  in  the  room  of  Rip  Van  Dam  and  James 
Alexander  and  that  Robert  Lettice  Hooper,  chief  Justice  of  the  Province  of  New  Jersey.  & 
Joseph  Warrell  Esq"  may  be  appointed  of  the  Council  in  New  Jersey  in  the  room  of  the 
aforesaid  Lewis  Morris  and  James  Alexander,  the  said  John  Moor,  Paul  Richards,  Robert 
Lettice  Hooper  and  Joseph  Warrell  Esq"  having  been  recommended  to  us  as  Persons  every 
way  qualihed  to  serve  His  Majesty  in  those  Stations. 

„,,  .    ,    „  All  which  is  most  humbly  submitted 
Whitehall  t.    „  ''  ,,      ,„ 

Aug.  y'  OS.  1735  i'      uudexkll       t  ztzWalteh 

"  •'  li.  Plumeu  T.  Pelham 


To  W-"  Cosby  Esq' 


Lords  of  IVade  to  Governor  Conhy. 

( New  York  Eolrin,  It,  10.  ] 


Sir, 

Since  our  letter  to  you  of  tlio  22"  of  Aug-  we  have  received  yours  of  the  C."  and  7'^  Dee"' 

IVM  and    0.^  and  11.^  of  June  las,,  with  (he  Acts  and  pnblick  Papers  therein  . . ent  oned  to 

e  inclosed,  which  Acts  we  have  sent  to  yV  Fane,  one  of  his  Majestys  Council  at  Law  Jo    1.  s 

t.ik.^  the  said  Acts  more  ininiediately  into  consideration. 

We  have  eonsi.lered  what  you  write  concerning  the  Court  of  Chancery,  as  also  the  Resolves 

0    the  Assem   ly  of  the  2r...  Nov-  1727  with  a  Ueport  of  a  Committee  of  Council  thereupon 
ltd  the  ....  o,  ,  ...-  fo  lowing,  and  we  are  not  a  little  surprised  at  Your  informing  of  us   lu 
o    eo.  the  Members  who  compose  that  Committee  shoul.i  now  make  any  opposition  to    ho 

hohlmgo    that  Court,  however  d.llerent  they  maybe  in  opinion  from  what  Ihey  formerly  were 

of.   vVe  think  you  did  very  well  not  to  admit  the  arguing  of  any  exceptions  against  the 
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Jurisdiction  of  tliat  Court,  a  Court  established  in  the  very  Infancy  of  that  Colony  hy  the 
Cro  vns  undoubted  Right  signified  to  the  then  Governor  under  the  broad  Seal  of  this  Kingdom, 
successively  confirmed  unde;  the  Broad  Seal  in  every  Governor's  Commission  that  has  been 
appointed  since,  and  which  must  therefore  consequently  be  deemed  an  Essential  part  of  the 
Constitution  of  that  Province;  You  wiil  therefore  do  well  to  pursue  the  Directions  of  Your 
Commissioners  and  Instructions  by  holding  that  Court  whensoever  there  shall  be  occasion  and 
if  the  Assembly  of  that  Province  shall  for  the  future  yet  presume  to  dispute  the  King's 
Authority  in  this  respect,  you  may  very  properly  signify  to  them  that  they  and  the  Court  of 
Chance.y  meet  and  act  by  Virtue  of  the  same  power,  viz'  His  Majesty's  Royal  License, 
granted  under  the  broad  Seal  of  this  Kingdom. 

According  to  Your  Desire  we  have  recommended  John  Moore  and  Paul  Richards  Esq"  to 
succeed  M'  Van  Dam  and  M'  Alexander  in  the  Council  of  New  York;  and  W""  Provost,  John 
Schuyler,  Tho.  Farmer,  John  Rodman,  Rich''  Smith,  Robert  Lettice  Hooper  &  Joseph  Warrell 
Esq"  to  succeed  M""  Hugg,  M'  Baird,  M'  Johnson,  M'  Parker,  M'  Smith,  M'  Morris,  and  M' 
Alexander  in  the  Council  of  New  Jersey. 

We  desire  you  will  '    t  omit  to  send  us   Annual  Answers  to  the  queries  we  formerly 

transmitted  to  you,  conci  ruing  the  state  of  the  Provinces  under  Your  Government  and  so  we 

bid  you  heartily  farewell,  and  are, 

Your  very  loving  friends 

and  humble  Serv" 

FitzWalter 

Whitehall  T.  Pelham 

Sep'  y   5'"   1735  R.  Plumkr. 


Order  of  the  King  in   Council  declaring  the  Heawns  for  removing  Chief  Justice 

Morria  intiuffieient. 

[  New-York  r«pcri,  Ff,  No.  0.  ] 

At  the  Court  of  St  James's  the  20  day  of  Nov'  17S5 

Present —     The  Ki\f;s  most  Excei.l'  Majesty  in  Councill 

Upon  reading  at  the  Board  a  Report  from  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  His  Majestys  most 
Honorable  I'rivy  Council  ior  Plantation  allairs  dated  the  7'''  of  this  insl'  iu  the  Wordi 
following  viz' 

Your  Majesty  having  been  pleased  by  your  order  in  Council  of  the  Sn""  Nov  1733 
to  relcrr  unto  this  committee  the  humble  Petition  of  Lewis  Morris  V.m\'  setting  forth 
that  he  hath  held  the  office  of  Chief  Justice  of  His  Majestys  Province  of  New  York 
in  America  for  about  twenty  years  during  which  lime  he  discharged  his  Duty  with 
the  utmost  integrity;  That  in  August  1733  Col"  Cosby  the  present  (Jovernor  of  that 
Province  issued  a  Supersedeas  to  the  IVt  it  ioners  Commission  of  Chief  Justice  without 
assigning  to  the  J'etitioner  any  reasons  for  the  same  That  conceiving  his  character 
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0  be  grently  affected  by  being  thus  removed  and  that  as  the  said  Governor  is  required 
by  your  Matys  Instructions  not  to  displace  Judges  without  good  and  sufficient  Cause 
to  be  returned  to  your  Majesty  and  also  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and 
Piantafons  He  therefore  most  humbly  prayed  to  be  allowed  copys  of  the  reasons  for 
h,s  removal  returned  by  the  said  Governor  and  that  he  might  be  heard  in  his  Defence 
against  the  same  and  .n  case  it  should  appear  that  the  said  reasons  were  not  good  & 
sufficient  that  then  he  might  be  restored  to  his  said  office-The  Lords  of  tht 
Committee  in  Obedience  to  your  Matys  said  order  of  Reference  did  on  theV  f 
January  following  take  the  said  Petition  into  their  consideration  and  thought  proper 
to  order  that  the  said  Governor  should  forthwith  transmit  to  this  Committee  his 
reasons  for  removing  the  said  Petitioner  from  his  office  of  Chief  Justice  which  he 
hav,„g  accordingly  done  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  this  day  took  the  whole  matter 
nto  their  consideration  and  heard  counsel  as  well  on  behalf  of  the  Petitioner  as  of 
Jnl'  urr :^':J^'^^'ri  ^-^'^  ^°  -P-^  -  your  Maty  as  their 


the 


option   that  the   R^ons   so   transmitted   w^.   ncT  XL^I  ^^  .Z^^ 
I  et.tioner  from  His  office  of  Cheif  Justice  of  your  Matys  Province  of  New  York 

wilh  the'Svlce'of'nt'p^"'  r"  "">'  "'^"^  "'''  "'^  "'^^""  --'^-^tion  and  was  pleased 
wiui  tne  advice  ot  His  Privy  Council  to  approve  thereof 

A  true  Copy 

Ja  Vernon 


Governor  Co.sli/  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  New>Vark  Papen,  Ff.,  No.  11.] 

My  Lords  ^^^  ^"ork  Dec  lO"-  1735 

I  have  the  honor  to  receive  your  Lordships  letter  of  the  17'^  June  &  take  this  onportunitv 

i  roMuce  in  the  jear  17.11  wore  laid  i.i  the  year  172S  by  an  act  of  Assembly  ontituled  -in  Act 
o  repeal  some  parts  &  to  continue  &  enforce  other  parts  of  the  Act  therei,  t  on      itnd 

V  rf  7;;  ;:!,:::•"'    ''"'  "•""'  ''"J"^'^  '■-  -••'-'">«  "'^  ^'--emor  in  the  C 1  y  Tf  New 
^  ork  from  the  first  of  .September  17js  u,  the  1"  Sept'  17;}3  and  are  these  ^ 

i-n;:;:t::z.nrytth:;;c^? ''''"'''' '--'-'-' '--  ^'--^  -  ^-^^  ^^^  -y  ^egroe 

C^on^^'"""  "'  ''""  "'  "''"  ''""^^  ^"^'"'''''  "'-">'  -  '"  P-t  from  Molasses  within  this 

.^  p' ciiuTz;^,;::!::"" ''"'''  """-'^" '-"  •••«  ^^^'''«"  •«-•>«  '■>  t.-^  west  ..dies 
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On  every  hundred  weight  of  Cocoa  imported  48. 

Which  Act  was  repealed  by  an  act  passed  in  1732  intituled  an  Act  to  repeal  the  act  and  to 
cancel  the  Bills  of  Credit  therein  mentioned  and  to  grant  to  His  Majesty  several  Duties  for 
supporting  his  Government  in  the  Colony  of  New  York  until  the  first  of  September  1737  by 
which  Act  the  like  duties  are  laid  and  are  to  subsist  to  the  1"  Sept'  1737. 

By  an  act  passed  in  1731  entituled  an  Act  to  support  the  Troops  at  Oswego  &  to  regulate 
the  Indian  Trade  there  the  following  duties  ate  laid 

On  every  piece  of  Strouds  which  shall  be  sold  carryed  or  transported  in  order  to  be  disposed  of 
to  the  Indians  or  French  from  the  first  of  October  1731  to  the  first  of  October  1732  jCO-10:  — 
&  on  every  Gallon  of  Rum  so  disposed  of  Is.  which  duties  are  by  subsequent  Acts  continued 
to  the  first  day  of  November  1737 

By  an  Act  passed  in  June  1734  entituled  an  Act  to  lay  a  duty  of  Tonnage  on  the  vessells  and 
for  the  time  therein  mentioned  there  was  a  duty  laid  of  3s.  a  Ton  on  all  Trading  vessells  except 
vessells  built  within  this  Colony,  Vessells  wholly  owned  by  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony  and 
the  Inhabitants  of  Great  Brittain  all  coasting  vessells  westward  &  Southward  as  far  as  Cape 
Henlopen  and  Eastward  as  far  as  New  Hampshire  and  all  Whaling  vessells  which  duty 
by  that  Act  was  to  continue  six  years  to  commence  from  the  first  of  July  1734  but  by  a 
subsequent  Act  passed  in  Nov  1734  was  continued  to  the  1"  of  July  1744  and  is  applyed  to 
the  sinking  of  Bills  of  Credit  struck  for  Erecting  Fortifications 

By  an  act  passed  in  Nov'  1734  entituled  an  act  to  lay  a  duty  on  Negroes  &  a  tax  on  the 
Slaves  therein  mentioned  during  the  time  and  for  the  uses  within  mentioned  there  are  the 
following  duties  laid 

For  every  Barrel  of  Syder  from  the  25'''  of  Dec'  1734  for  ten  years  one  shilling 

For  every  Barrel  of  I'ork  except  that  of  Now  Jersey  3s. 

For  every  Barrel  of  Beef  except  that  of  Now  England  2s. 

For  every  Negroe,  Indian  or  Molatto  Slave  above  the  age  of  fouri.een  &  under  fifteen  one 
shilling  yearly  — 

These  duties  are  likewise  applyed  to  the  sinking  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  struck  for  the 
erecting  Fortifications 

By  an  Act  passed  in  1734  entituled  an  act  to  lay  a  duty  on  empty  cask  imported  into  the 
city  of  N.  York  during  the  time  therein  mentioned  the  following  duties  are  laid 

For  every  Hogshead 1'  C 

For  every  Tierce 1' 

For  ev'^  Barrel  or  small  light  cask 9** 

For  every  flower  or  Bread  Barrel r 

For  every  fiower  or  Bread  half  Barrel 7^** 

These  duties  are  to  continue  to  the  1"  Dec'  1737 

These  my  Lords  are  all  the  duties  &  all  the  Acts  in  force  that  any  way  effect  Trade 

1  do  myself  likewise  the  Honor  to  send  to  your  Lordships  the  Acts  of  Assembly  past  at 
New  York  the  last  Session  which  are  these 

An  Act  for  the  further  continuing  an  Act  tntitiiled  an  Act  to  let  to  F'arm  the  excise  of  Strong 
liquors  retailed  in  this  (Colony  &c 

An  Act  for  the  further  continuance  of  an  act  entituled  an  act  for  settling  and  regulating  the 
Militia  in  this  i'rovince 
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These  .being  annual  Acts  I  will  not  trouble  your  Lordships  with  any  remarks  upon  them 
havmg  nothmg  more  to  say  than  what  I  have  heretofore  said 

An  Act  to  continue  the  two  several  Acts  therein  mentioned  relating  to  the  publick  hich 
Uoads  in  the  city  and  county  of  Albany  puoncK  ftigh 

An  Act  for  the  further  continuing  an  Act  entituled  an  Act  for  the  better  clearing  regulatin-r 
and  further  laymg  out  publick  High  Roads  in  the  County  of  Ulster  regulatmg 

The  Services  proposed  to  be  done  by  the  Acts  which  these  continue  not  being  compleated 
&  It  being  a  necessary  work  it  was  proper  to  pass  these  ""'P'eaiea 

An  Act  to  continue  an  act  entituled  an  Act  to  discharge  the  several  Demands  on  thp  u.A- 

aT  '\TT  ':  "•^''"^'"'^  Majestys  Troops  posted  there-There  W  Is  man"? 
Acts  passed  for  th.s  Service  and  your  Lordships  are  so  well  acquainted  with  the  mportanl  of 
the  Fur  Trade  and  the  necessity  of  maintaining  this  advanced  Garrison  to  protect  it  atU  is 
unnecessary  (or  me  to  say  any  thing  to  it  protect  u  tnat  it  is 

An  Act  to  receive  and  enforce  and  continue  the  currency  of  the  Bills  of  Cr^Ait  *i       • 
mentioned  until  the  end  of  the  year  1739  ^  '^'^"  '''^''^'" 

A  '^^^Jr.t  ""^  ^^'"^  "''''  ^'"'  °^  "''"'  ""'''  «'^"'='^  "«t  answering  the  expectations  of  thp 

co.u;„t:::cc:„;™ro4/"'"' '° "° '"''""  °' '°"""  '■"  '•'^'  °'^"  -" 

This  Act  carries  its  reason  in  the  preamble 

I  am  My  Lords 

With  the  greatest  respect 
imaginable 

Vour  Lordships 

Most  obedient  i^.  faithful 

Humble  Servant 
Sg"  W.  CCSUY 


<■■♦■■» 


ySccrctanj  Popple  to  Govcrncrr  Coahtj. 

[  Nuw-Voik  Eiilric*.  M,  p.  iji,  ] 

To  Col"  w™  Cosby  Gov'  of  New  York  &  New  Jersey. 
Sir, 

the  0    of  December  1731.  relating  to  Vour  Complaints  against  M'  Morris  M'  Van 
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It 


I       4 


Dam  and  M'  Alexander,  there  are  some  New  York  News  Papers  by  whcli  it  is  intimated  that 
you  have  sometimes  voted  as  a  Councillor  in  a  legislative  Capacity,  that  you  have  expected 
Bills  pass'd  the  Assembly  should  be  presented  to  you  prior  to  their  being  laid  before  the 
Council  and  that  you  have  adjourned  the  Assembly  in  your  own  Name. 

As  these  three  points  are  not  before  My  Lords  as  matters  of  Complaint  against  you,  their 
Lordships  do  not  send  you  these  particulars  by  way  of  charge,  hoping  they  may  be  not  be 
true.    But  however  they  have  commanded  me  to  send  you  their  sentiments  upon  each  of  them 

for  your  conduct  thereon. 

As  to  the  first  you  are  to  observejthat  the  Council  sits  in  two  Capacities,  viz'  as  Your  Council, 
to  advise  you  generally  in  all  political  Cases,  and  in  particular  Cases  where,  by  your  instructions 
you  are  restrained  from  Acting  without  their  advice  &  consent :  In  both  these  Cases  you  are 
to  sit,  and  advise  with  them.  They  likewise  sit  as  the  S-"  Part  of  the  Legislature  and  in  that 
case  you  are  neither  to  sit  nor  vote  with  them.  Was  you  to  do  it  upon  any  occasion  where  a 
law  is  the  subject  of  their  Debate,  and  that  the  Councillors  being  divided  in  opinion  the  law 
should  either  be  passed  or  rejected,  by  your  single  vote.  It  would  in  fact  b?  taking  away  the 
Priviledge  of  the  Council  in  vesting  two  of  the  three  parts  of  the  Legislature  in  one  person 
and  consequently  destroying  that  constitution  so  prudently  established  by  His  Majesty's 
Commission  &  Instructions  for  the  Government  of  his  American  Colonies.  The  same 
Reasons  govern  the  Board's  opinion  upon  the  second  point,  because  as  a  third  part  of  the 
Legislature  is  vested  in  you,  you  have  an  absolute  negative  upon  every  act  agreed  to  by 
Council  or  Assembly ;  and  therefore  you  are  not  to  expect  any  Act  to  be  presented  to  you,  till 
it  shall  have  pass'd  both  the  Council  and  Assembly. 

With  regard  to  the  ihird  point  I  am  to  remind  you  of  your  Instructions  by  the  whole  tenour 
of  which  you  are  directed  to  Act  in  the  King's  name  and  not  your  own.  And  also  it  may  be 
some  doubt  whether  you  have  any  right  of  adjourning  the  Assembly,  yet  there  can  be  none, 
but  that  it  must  be  in  His  Majesty's  name,  if  done  at  all ;  &  with  Regard  to  the  Governors 
adjourning  them  the  Custom  of  the  province  must  be  Your  guide  ;  but  the  power  of  proroguing 
and  dissolving  is  without  doubt  Ilip  Majesty's  Prerogative,  and  vested  in  You  as  Gov'     I  am,  &« 

A.  P. 

Whitehall 
Jan'-J'  23"  173 1. 


Lords  of  Trade  to  the  King. 

I  New- York  Enlrlw,  M., '.'.!.  ] 

Representation  to  K.  M.  as  to  Governor's  not  acting  as  Councillors. 

To  the  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty. 

May  it  please  Your  Majesty, 

Having  been  informed  that  in  some  of  Your  Majesty's  Colonies  in  America  the  Gov"  do 
sometimes  sit  and  vote  as  Members  of  their  respective  Councils,  in  all  ordinary  cases,  and  even 
when  the  Council  acts  in  their  Legislative  capacity  &  this  appearing  to  us  to  be  iuconsistOTt 
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with  the  tenour  and  intention  of  Your  Majesty's  Commission  and  Instructions  to  the  said  Gov" 
we  thought  proper  m  a  matter  of  this  Consequence  to  state  a  case  and  nronolo 
thereupon  to  Your  Majesty's  Attorney  and  SolS  Gen-  who  «:«  of    p  n  on  th7        Go7:f 

cZ^K;^:;::;;:^.r:  -^  -  -'-'--  ^°  -  --  -  ---  - 

directed  to  conform  themselves  thereto  in  such  manner  as  Your  Majesty  sl.alUhing  p^pe:. 

Which  is  most  humbly  submitted 

M.  Bladen 
Ja.  Brudenell 
Ar.  Croft 
Whitehall  ^"^  Walter 

Feb''  6.  173^  ^-    BitlDGEAIAN 

11.  Plumer. 


Opinion  of  M'  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General. 

t  N ew-Tork  Papere  Ff.,  No.  8.  ] 

AJt!hr''"'%r'"^°^  "''   '^'"'y'  P'»"t«ti°»«  in  America  consists  of  a  Gov'  Council  and 

ts?N  '7  '"■"  '^'^  ^'"  ^'""^^  "'^  '"^'^•"^  ^--  -«'«•!  -  ^hem  and  th    Go     rnor 

has  a  ^egat.ve  upon  every  Act  passed  by  the  Council  and  Assembly 

Query        Therefore,  whether  in  any  Case  the  Governor  can  sit  and  vote  as  a 
member  of  the  Council  ^ 

On  the  Death  or  absense  of  a  Governor  The  President  of  the  Council,  if  there  b.  no 

Query.  . .  .Is  the  said  President  then  capable  of  acting  and  voting  as  a  Councillor 
curing  the  time  he  acts  as  Governor,  and  represents  the  King? 
1"  Answer 

We  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  inconsistant  with  the  nature  of  this  Governni' with  tl...  c.r^ 
com.  «,o„  &  His  Majesties  Instructions  That  the  Governors  slili;  irai ^  s^^l^^^^^^^^^^^ 
sit  and  vote  as  a  member  of  the  Councill  ^  whatsoever 

S**  Answer 

The  clause  in  the  Governors  Commission  which  gives  the  Power  to  the  President  of  .h. 

»  OL.   \  1.  I* 
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is  given  to  the  Governor  himself  nnd  if  not  we  are  of  opinion  that  such  President  can  not  act 
or  vote  as  a  Councillor  during  such  time  as  He  acts  as  Governor  ^  WiLtr.s 

January  IS'"  1735.  ^  ^^''''^"■ 


Secretary  Paj)ple  to   Governor  Co'shij. 

I  New- York  Enlrie»,  M.,  p.  a.  ] 


To  Col.  Cosby. 


Sir. 

M'  Li/ingston  and  M'  otorke  having  petitioned  his  Majesty  for  a  large  Tract  of  Land  upon 
the  Mohawks  River  of  about  Six  Miles  square,  that  Petition  is  referred  to  My  Lords  Commiss" 
for  Trade  &  Plantations  who  not  being  apprizeu  whether  some  part  of  the  said  Land  may  not 
already  be  granted  to  some  other  persons  and  whether  the  Mohawk  Indians  may  not  be  seated 
on  part  thereof  in  which  case  it  will  be  highly  improper  to  give  them  any  umbrage,  I  am 
commanded  to  send  you  a  Copy  of  the  said  petition,  and  to  desire  you  will  as  soon  as  possible 
send  to  their  Lordships  Your  opinion  and  Observations  at  large  concerning  the  said  petition 
and  that  you  will  inform  them  whether  the  Tract  of  Land  surrender'd  to  the  City  of  Albany 
by  the  Mohawks  in  trust  for  themselves  is  not  contained  in  the  Tract  now  petitioned  for.  I 
am  further  to  acquaint  you  that  their  Lordships  think  it  highly  improper  that  you  should  make 
any  Grant  of  any  part  of  the  land  described  in  the  aforesaid  petition  before  His  Majesty  shall 
liave  determined  thereupon. 

It  was  with  great  pleasure  that  I  was  informed  by  a  letter  from  yonr  Secreta.y  that  you  are 

recovering  from  your  late  dangerous  Illness:     I  hope  the  next  letters  will  bring  news  of  your 

being  quite  well  again,  and  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  hu"^hle  Serv* 

A.    I'OPPLE. 

Whitehall 

Feb'-'  y*  25""  173| 


President  Clarke  to  the  Lords  of  Trade, 


i  New-York  r»per«,  Ff.,  No.  18.  ] 


New  York  Mar.  IG"-  173^ 
My  Lords 

I  do  myself  the  honor  as  it  is  my  duty  to  iuform  your  Lordships  that  Governor  Cosby 
departed  this  life  the  tenth  of  this  month  after  a  severe  fit  of  sickness  that  held  him  above 
fifteen  weeks  two  days  after  he  was  taken  ill  he  suspended  M'  Van  dam  Whereby,  On  his 
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Excellencys  death  ihe  ndministration  of  the  Government  devolved  on  mr,  I  immedintelv 
summoned  all  the  Council  then  in  Town  who  administered  the  oaths  to  me  as  your  Lordships 
may  be  pleased  to  see  by  the  enclosed  Minutes  of  Council  No  A  and  N»  B.  The  next  day 
M'  Van  Dam  came  to  the  Court  Gate  and  demanded  to  speak  with  M"  Cosby  who  sent  him 
word  that  her  great  affliction  would  not  pen  =^  her  to  see  any  one  the[n]  he  desired  that  some 
witnesses  whom  he  brought  with  him  might  .eliver  her  a  letter  from  himself  which  he  had  in 
h.8  hand  but  he.ng  told  that  the  answer  to  the  first  demand  answered  the  second  he  desired 
the  officer  of  the  Guard  who  carried  his  first  message  to  deliver  her  that  letter,  he  did  so.  and 
U  bemg  a  demand  of  the  Commission.  Instructions  and  Seal  she  ordered  an  answer  to  be  sent 

M"  Cosby  to  the  ofhcer  of  the  Guard  he  desired  him  to  acquaint  me  that  he  wanted  to  speak 
wth  me  I  ,mmed.ate  y  went  out  of  the  Fort  Gate  to  him.  who  put  into  my  hand  an  open  letter 
rom  hnnself  to  me  the  copy  whereof  is  No  C  and  demanded  my  present  answer  in  writing  I 
told  h,m  I  wou  d  send  u  to  h.m  whereupon  he  left  me  and  I  returned  to  the  Fort  and  havL 
commumcat-  h.s  letter  to  as  many  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  as  were  then  with  me  I 
returned  Inm  the  answer  No  D.  the  next  day  he  served  me  with  a  protest  No  E.     This  den^nd 

Tl  Zt'e^t '  T '"  "^ "" '''  "'^ ''"'''  "'■  ''^  ^-■''--"^  -  --  ^^  ^^  -« - ' 

&  must  expect  .  ,n  the  severest  manner  but  as  I  have  had  the  Honor  to  see  your  Ldps 
tter  to  Gov'  Cosby  dated  the  fifth  of  September  last  acquainting  him  that  you  had  made  a 
Kepresen  at.on  to  her  Majesty  for  removing  M'  Van  Dam  and  M' Alexander  Lm  the  Council 
Board.  1  presume  to  hope  they  will  be  removed  and  the  Gentlemen  whom  your  Lordships 
tlZ  Zm"'  ''"^  ^^''■'''""''  °^  '"  """''  ""^  °^  ^''^  ^''''  Characters  appointed  in 

.on.  r     '       ''"  Governr.s  ^..pension  of  M'  Van  Dam  was  known  as  it  was  that  very  day  a 

.  k  n  to  prepare    ..e  mob  for  an  insnrrec.ior  md  the  .Soberest  and  most  thinking  men  have  not 
been  w.thout  appr  'jens.ons  of  some  rash  attempt.  the[y  ]  gave  out  many  things  to  amuse  and  to 

h  had  hat  the  .uspens.on  dyed  with  Mm  that  they  have  got  the  opinion  of  some  Lawyers 
n  o.her  I  rov.nces  conl.r.  ..,  their  .„  a.  however  notwithsta.uling  all  their  noise  and  threats  I 
have  the  Honor  to  be  peaceal.!;  ;.  .sessed  of  the  administration  of  the  Government  and  have 
reason  to  hope  that  by  a  mild  and  prudent  conduct  I  shall  reclaim  the  people  to  their  due 
obedu-nce  and  ,n  t.me  restore  tranquillity  to  the  province  to  which  1  am  bdd  to  say  that 
no  h.ng  w, I  so  much  contribute  as  hi.s  Majesties  di.sn.issing  Morris  fron,  his  pretensions  to  be 
restored  to  h.s  Che.l  Justice  Ship,  an.l  Van  Dam  and  Alexander  from  Ihe  Council  these  being 

^tl     V     T^^r'i:'':'"'' '''''''"'  '''""'"^  '''"  '''"^^  i'-rogative.  who  po.son  the 
n.M  ,1s  of    he  IVople,  who   hhel   the  Governn.ent  in  weekly  printed   papers  and  who  have 
endeavored  to  distress  the  Governor  in  his  just  a.lminis.rati'on  but  if  !hese  even   are   no 
removed  the  people  will  grow  still  bohler  in  their  attempts  on  his  Majesties  Prerogative  and 
the  spirit  of  I.  action  increase  as  the  Ring  Lea.iers  are  countena.uvd 

I  do  assure  your  Ldps  that  no  private  prejudice  sways  me  to  this  Itepresentation  1  have  had 
the      onor  to  serve  the  Crown  many  years  in  this  province.  I  have  ever  to  the   utmost  of 
n.y  power  and   in  my  station  opposed  all  attempts  against  the  Prerogative,  and  at  the  same 
t...u,      ave    lived    in   a  friendly  correspondence    with    all    men    nor  e ter    h  ,d    anv  pers 
n.isun.ierstanding  with    any  of  my  fellow  councillors  what    1  have   said    proceeds  fC, 
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sincerity  of  my  heart  entirely  devoted  to  his  Majestys  service,  had  not  M'  Van  Dam  been 
suspended  he  would  have  been  but  a  Tool  in  other  hands  he  is  very  old  and  that  small  share 
of  understanding  which  he  had  formerly  is  much  impaired  he  is  looked  upon  as  the  head  of 
the  faction,  only  as  he  had  once  the  administration  of  the  Government  as  President  on  Coll. 
Montgomeries  death  a  time  wherein  no  spirit  of  Party  appeared  If  Van  Dam  be  restored  he 
will  load  me  with  Prosecutions  and  I  shall  be  undone,  they  have  already  hanged  me  under  a 
feigned  name  in  a  fictitious  piece  of  history  about  a  month  ago  in  one  of  their  printed  papers 
but  their  inhumanity  to  the  Governor  and  his  alllicted  family  was  much  greater  I  was  in  health 
and  could  laugh  at  it,  the  Governor  was  in  a  weak  languishing  condition  and  his  family  in  the 

utmost  affliction 

I  humbly  implore  your  Lordships  Protection  &  hope  for  it  no  longer  than  I  shall  exert 
myself  in  the  support  of  His  Majestys  Rightful  authority  and  for  the  prosperity  of  the  province, 
I  am  placed  in  my  present  Station  not  by  my  own  seeking  but  from  the  apprehensions 
Governor  Cosby  had  of  the  evils  that  would  ensue  from  the  malice  and  rage  of  faction  if  Van 
Dam  had  not  been  suspended  and  it  would  be  the  hardest  case  in  the  world  if  I  shall  be  undone 
for  it. 

I  enclose  to   your  Lordships  the  Certificate  No  F.  and  the  Affidavit  No  G  to  shew  the 
falsehood  of  the  assertion  in  Van  Dams  protest,  and  the  printed  paper  I  mentioned  and  a 
proclamation  for  continuing  Oflicers  in  their  places.     I  beseech  your  Ldps  to  prevent  my  ruin, 
and  to  bo  permit  me  to  subscribe  myself  as  I  am  with  the  highest  honor 
My  Lords 

Your  Lordships 

most  humble  &  most 

obedient  Servant 


sg- 


George  Claiike 


<■■»■•» 


Mr.   Van  Dam  to  President  Clarke. 


[New-York  rspen,  Ff.,  No.  15.] 

Sir 

I  was  informed  this  morning  that  last  night  His  Excellency  our  Governor  died  Whereupon  I 
just  now  waited  upon  his  widdow  to  inform  her  that  upon  the  decease  of  the  late  Governor 
Montgomerie  the  administration  of  the  Govern'  of  this  province  did  devolve  on  me  as  eldest 
Councillor  and  requested  her  that  as  I  was  obliged  to  suppose  that  His  M.ijesfy's  Comission 
and  Instructions  to  her  deceased  husband  were  in  her  possession  or  power  that  she  would  favor 
me  with  a  sight  of  them  and  that  if  they  were  conformable  to  the  commission  and  Instructions 
to  his  late  Excellency  Governor  Montgomerie  in  those  points  which  respect  the  administration 
of  the  Government  in  case  of  the  death  of  the  Governor  That  then  she  would  deliver  the  said 
Commission  &  Instruction  and  the  Seal  of  the  Province  to  nie  to  whom  I  conceive  they  do  of 
right  belong.  But  her  great  and  just  grief  upon  so  melancholy  an  occasion  I  supposed  has 
debarred  me  of  the  opportunity  to  see  her    However  I  am   informed  that  last  night  the 
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Comm.ss.on  iHBtrucfon  &  Seal  of  this  Province  were  put  i„  your  I.nuda  Now  Sir  as  you 
are  sufhc.en  ly  appr.zed  that  the  administration  of  the  Government  did  devolve  on  me  at  the 
decease  of  Gov'  Montgonierie  I  pray  that  yon  would  favor  me  with  the  Sight  of  the  Commiss  on 
and  Instruct,ons  to  his  late  Excellency  Governor  Cosby  and  if  they  art  conformabrt 
Comm.ss.on  and  I.,struct.ons  to  the  late  Gov'  Montgomerie  in  those  points  the  respect  he 
adm,n,strat,on  of  Government  in  case  of  death.  Then  that  you  would  deliver  the  Commi  s  n 
Instructions  and  Seal  to  me  to  whom  only  I  conceive  they  of  right  belong  and  if  you  ZTZ 

Your  most  humble  Servant 

Directed  thus  ^^'^  ^^^  ^^" 

To  the  Honble  George  Clarke  Esq" 
one  of  His  Maties  Council  for 
the  Province  of  New  York 

The  original  letter  dated  ll"-  Mar  1735 


■^  ■>  ♦  ■■  » 


President  Glarhe  to  Mr.    Van  Dam. 

t  Now- York  Tiipcn,  Ff.,  No.  15.  ] 

Fort  George  in  New  York 
Sir  March  ll""  173 J 

In  Answer  to  your  letter  just  now  delivered'to  me  by  yourself  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  say 

t  at  Governor  Cosby  hav.ng  suspended  you  a  copy  of  which  suspension  you  were  serv  d  ui  h 

Novembr    last  and      hav.ng  been  yesterday  regularly  sworn  by  His  Ljestys  Coundl  i    o 

.rt;i  :rur'  t  e  Govemment-I  conceive  the  custody  o  ^His  Matts  Comission  ad 

nst  uct.ons  to  the  sa.d  Governor,  and  of  the  Great  Seal  of  the  province,  belongs  to  me  And 

arco::t^abL^'"'  ''  '' ''  -^  ^"^  "  ''^  '"'  "'«  ''^''-  ^■^--  ^«  ^--  -vhom  on^  ! 

I  am 

Sir 

n:,„„*,i*    »•    1'      T.       ^  •  •  Your  most  humble  St. 

Directed  to  Rip  \  an  Dam  Esq"  •        ,         ^        ' 

'  s'g'iHJ         Geo  Clarke 
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Premknt  Clarle  to  the  Dulce  of  JVavcmtle. 

[N.K-'l>irk.3.  r.  O.,  VIII.,  17:).  1 

New  York  March  IG'"  173^ 

"litt:;"^:;  I  Z;h,y  presume  to  .c,uai.,t  your  Grace  that  Governor  Cosl^  a.er  a 

sixte     wee's  siclness  dye."    ,  e  tenth  of  this  n.onth.     Two  days  after  he^was  taken  d     e 

ummoned   a  Councd  and  suspended  M'  Van  Dan.  from   his  seat  .n  the  Counc,    Board  ,n 

osX'l  whereof  the  adnnnistration  of  ti,e  Government  of  this  Provnce  devolves  on  me. 

iho  t  r  after  the  Governors  death  all  the  Council  who  were  in  town  ,net  ,n  the 

Cot     i   C   amher  and  having  caused  his  Majesties  Commission  and  Instruct.ons  to  Governo 

cZ  with  his  suspension  of  M'  Van  Dam  to  he  read  they  all  except  M^  Alexander  declar  d 

U,er  opi   ion   that  the  administration  of  the  Government  devolved  on  me  and  accordmgly 

1  n.ini  tred  the  oath  to  me.  >r  Alexander  said  he  was  not  prepared  to  g.ve  his  opuuon   hut 

after  I  was  sworn  he  concurred  with  the  rest  in  adviseing  n,e  to  issue  a  proclamat.on  s.gn.fy.ng 

the  Governor's  death  and  eonlinui.ig  all  ollicers  in  their  Posts. 

The  next  day  ahout  iive  in  the 'afternoon  M^  Van  Dam  came  to  the  Fort  Gate  w.h  some 
witnesses  and  demanded  adu.ittance  to  M"  Cosl.y,  but  being  told  she  was  not  .n  a  condUmn  to 
Tee  him  he  demanded  that  an  open  letter  which  he  had  in  his  han.l  nnght  be  dehvered  to  her 
n  those  witnesses  whom  he  brought  with  him  and  being  likewise  told  that  as  she  was  not  m 
n  li  ion  to  see  him  she  could  notsee  then,  he  gave  the  letter  to  the  oHicer  of  the  Guar    to  be 
d  live    d  to  her,  it  containing  a  demand  of  the  commission  Seal  a..i  Instructions  and  by  the 
same  OlHcer  sent  to  speak  with  me,  I  went  out  of  the  Fort  (^ate  to  Inn,  where  he    ehver 
an  open  letter  of  the  like  purport  and  demanding  my  present  answer  .n  wr.fng,     1  .ol.l  lum  I 
would  send  it  to  him  and  haveing  communicated  his  to  as  many  of  the  Councd  as  were    hen 
^vith  me  I  sent  him  an  answer  in  writing,  a  copy  of  which  Su.pensu.n.  V  an  Dam  .s  letter  to  me 
„w  answer  and  the  n.inutes  of  Council  1  do  myself  the  ho.n.r  to  present  to  your  (.race     J  he 
nJvt  dav  he  served  me  with  a  protest  a  copy  whereof  I  likewise  do  ,ny  sel    the  honor  to  mdose. 
During  the  whole  course  of  the  CJovernor's  iiines  the  restles  faction  have  been  very  active 
to  prepare  the  mob  for  an  Insurrection,  and  the  soberest  an.!  best  men  have  not  been  without 
tlu  r  apprehensions  of  some  rash  attempt  however  1  have  reason  to  hope^that  by  a  m.1.1  and 
nrudenl  coiuiuct  I  shall  be  able  to  restrain  the  first  sallys  of  the  peoples  heat  and  to  reclaim 
then,  to  their  due  obedience,  and  in  some  reasonable  time  f.  restore  tran.,uili.y  to  the     roviiue 
to   which    nothing   will    so    much    contribute  as   his    Majesties   .iismi..sing    Morris   from   hi.s 
nretensions  to  his  Chief  .Justice  ship  and  \an  Dam  and  Alexan.ler  from  the  Council,  these  are 
1...  heads  of  the  factions,  these  are  the  men  who  .leclaini  against  the  King's  prerogative,  who 
poison  the  minds  of  the  people,  who  libel  the  (;overnor  and  all  in  authority  in  weekly  printed 
vuiers  and  who  have  endeavored  to  .listres  the  (iovernor  in  his  just  administration,  I  am  bohl 
o  athrm  to  your  Grace,  pardon  my  Lord,  the  expression,  that  if  these  men  are  continued  .n 
tl.eir  stations  this  Province  will  be  very  unhappy,  as  on  the  contrary  if  tli..y  are  dismissed  the 
Si.irit  of  faction  will  dye,  those  who  i.ave   been  misled   by  them  will  leave  them  and  1  shall 
1,' ve  the  honor  to  infoi'm  your  Grace,  that  traii.,nili.y  ami  harmony  will  be  restored  and  ll,« 
ne.M.le  broimht  to  their  former  .luty  and  .>bedience  to  bis  Majesties  just  prerogative. 

1  beseechyourGrace  to  be  a.^sure.l  that  no  private  preju.lice  sways  me  to  this  represei.lat.on. 
1  Ir.ve  had  the  honor  to  second  the  Crown  many  years  in  ibis  I'rovince.  I  have  ever  to  the 
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utmost   of  my   power  and  in  my  station  opposed  all  attempts  against  the  prerogative,  an. 

yet  I  have    lived   in  a  friendly  correspondence  with    all  men.  nor  had    ever   any  personal 

.".sunderstanding  with  my  fellow  Councillors  M'  Van  Dam  or  l\r  Alexander,  what  I  have  done 

my  self  the  honor  to  represent  to  your  Grace  proceeds  from  the  sincerity  of  my  heart  whoUv 

devoted  to  His  Majesties  service.  ^ 

1  perceive  by  a  letter  from  the  Lords  of  Trade  to  Governor  Cosby  dated  the  fifth  of  September 

ast  that  they  had  made  a  representation  to  Her  Majesty  for  dismissing  Van  Dam  and  Alexander 

from  the  Conned,  but  as  their  dismission  is  not  yet  come  hither  if  Van  Dam  had  not  been' 

suspended  lie  would  undoubtedly  have  been  but  a  tool  in  the  hands  of  others,  for  he  is  very 

old,  and  that  small  share  of  natural  understanding  which  he  had  formerly  is  grentlv  impaired 

he  ,s  lookt  upon  as  the  head  of  the  faction  only  as  he  had  once  the  administra'tion  of  the' 

Government   as    President,  on  Col.  Montgon.eries  death  a  time  wherein  no  spirit  of  party 

appeared,  had  he  not  been  now  suspended  M"  Cosby  whose  present  aflliction  is  alredy  too 

great  must  have  expected  a  large   addition   from  his  resentment,  as  her  being  immediately 

turned  out  of  the  Fort  and  loaded  with  malicious  prosecutions  on  imaginary  and  groundless 

dam.s,  but  as  the  administration  is  in  my  hands  she  is  confident,  and  I  presume  to  assure  your 

Grace,  not  only  of  her  continuance  in  the  house  of  the  Fort  so  long  as    she  stays  in  the 

1  rovmce  but  of  every  act  of  servi      and  friendship  in  my  power. 

I  expect,  and  it  will  most  ce.tainly  come  to  pass  that  if  Van  Dam  be  restored  by  His 
iMaje.sty  he  will  sue  me  for  the  profits  of  the  (Jovernment.  tis  with  this  view  that  he  has  made 
his  demand  an.l  protest,  and  1  shall  be  un.lone:  I  humbly  implore  your  Grace  to  grant  me 
your  protection,  it  ,s  my  great  unhappynes  to  be  ur.known  to  your  Grace,  but  if  I  presume  to 
hope  that  His  Kxcellency  M'  Walpoie  who  has  done  n.e  the  honor  to  give  me  his  will  be 
pleased  to  extend  it  so  farr  as  to  mention  me  favourably  to  Vour  (irace. 

1  beg  leave  likewise  to  in.'lose  a  cTtificate  and  allidavit  to  shew  the  falsehood  of  Van  Dams 
assertion  ,n  h.s  protest  that  the  <;overnor  was  delirious.  1  humbly  ask  leave  to  recommend 
niy  sel!  to  your  Grace's  protection  from  the  ruin  threatened  me  by  the  n.alice  of  laclion.and  to 
subscribe  my  self  with  the  greatest  submission 

My  Lord 

Vour  (Jraces 

most  humble  most  obedient  and 

,,,,.,,,,,,  most  dutiful  servant, 

lo  h.H  Grace  the  Duke  of  .New  Castle.  («ig,.ed)         <;,,  Clakke. 


Sir, 


l're.si(lenl  Clarke  to  the  lit.  Hon.  Iforace    W'alpou. 

[Mow-Vork  S.  r.  o,  Vlll.,  1:0.) 

New  York  March  Ifi""  n.'fj} 


On  the  lO'"  instant  (;overnor  Cosby  dyed.  I   immediately  summoned  all  the  Council  then 
u.    I  own  being  .even   who    upon   Ifea.iing  His    MajeMie.   Commission  and   Instructions   to 
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the  Governor  and  his  Exlys.  suspension  of  M'  van  Dam  declared  their  opinion  that  tlie 
administration  of  the  Governm-  devolved  on  me  and  accordingly  administerd  the  oaths  to  me 
not  one  of  them  dissenting  except  M'  Alexander  who  said  he  was  not  prepared  to  give  hm 
opinion,  though  it  is  notorious  that  from  him  the  notions  have  come  and  heen  propagated 
among  the  moh  that  the  Governor  had  no  power  to  suspend  or  if  he  had  that  the  suspension 
would  dye  with  the  Governor. 

The  next  day  heing  in  the  Council  Ciiamber  the  oflicer  of  the  Guard  told  me  that  \  an  Dam 
'  was  coming  up  to  the  Fort,  I  answered,  it  is  very  well,  and  without  saying  inore  he  ordered 
the  Gate  to  be  shut  fearing  a  mob  would  follow,  soon  after  the  Ollicer  returned  to  me  and  told 
me  that  Van  Dam  wanted  to  speak  with  M"  Cosby,  he  acquainted  her  with  it  and  delivered 
her  answer  that  her  great  allliction  would  not  suffer  her  to  see  him,  then  he  desired  that  two 
witnesses  whom  he  brought  with  him  might  deliver  her  an  open  letter  which  he  held  in  his 
hand  but  the  like  answer  being  given  he  desired  the  officer  to  deliver  it,  and  to  tell  me  he 
wanted  to  speak  with  me.  as  I  was  going  to  the  gate  I  was  told  that  the  wicket  was  shut,  I 
order  it  to  be  open  and  went  out  to  Van  Dam,  who  put  into  my  hand  an  open  letter  from 
himself  directed  to  me  and  desireing  my  present  answer  in  writing,  I  said  that  I  would  send 
it  to  him  and  then  he  went  away,  upon  inquiry  the  Gate  was  shut  because  the  day  the 
Governor  dyed  it  was  so  ordered  that  no  body  might  come  into  the  Fort  while  the  Council 
was  sitting  and  I  mention  it  to  your  Ex"-  because  he  takes  notice  of  it  in  his  protest  but  I  have 
forgot  to  mention  it  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  New  Castle  and  to  the  Lords  of  Trade.  Doth 
the  letters,  that  to  M"  Cosby  and  that  to  me  contain  a  <>eniand  of  the  Commission,  Instructions 
and  Seal,  about  an  hour  after  I  sent  him  my  answer  in  writing,  the  next  day  he  served  me 
with  a  protest,  and  the  next  day  after  that  all  or  most  of  the  Council  copys  of  all  which 
papers  and  minutes  of  Council  I  do  my  self  the  honor  to  send  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  New 
Castle  and  to  the  Lords  of  Trade.  This  demand  and  protest  are  done  witii  a  view  to  sue  me 
for  the  profits  of  the  Government  in  case  he  be  restored  and  I  must  expect  it  in  the  severest 
manner  tiie  consequence  whereof  will  be  my  ruin,  and  the  perpetuating  the  Spirit  of  faction  to 
the  ruin  of  the  Province,  on  the  contrary  if  Van  Dam  and  Alexander  be  removed  from  the 
Council  Board,  as  the  Lords  of  Trade  represented  to  H.-r  Mi.jesiy  in  the  King's  absence  and 
Morris  be  not  restored  to  the  Chief  Justice  ship  1  have  as  great  hopes  as  ever  to  restore 
tran(iuility  to  tiie  I'rovince.  These  men  are  the  head  of  the  Faction,  these  are  they  who 
declaim  openly  against  the  King's  prerogative,  who  libel  the  Government  in  weekly  printed 
p.ipers,  and  who  have  endeavoured  to  distres  the  Governor  in  his  administration,  I  mention 
all  three  tlio  \'an  Dam  only  lends  them  his  name  being  himself  of  a  very  great  age  and  that 
small  share  of  unde-standing  which  lie  formerly  had  much  impaired  and  tho  Morris  himself  bo 
in  Kngland  yet  his  Son  tills  his  place  in  the  faction,  and  it  is  the  hopes  of  seeing  these  men 
continued  or  restored  to  their  places  tliat  attach  the  mob  to  them.  11  they  are  dismissed 
their  lollowers  will  soon  leave  them  and  return  to  their  former  duty  and  obedience  to 
tlie  Governm' 

I  did  Sir  in  my  letter  of  the  IC"'  of  January  lait  humbly  implore  your  protection  in  several 
things  and  to  it  1  beg  leave  to  refer. 

I  have  done  my  self  the  honor  as  it  is  my  duty  to  acquaint  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  New 
Castle  with  the  Governor's  Death  and  have  presumed  to  say  for  which  I  humbly  ask  your 
pardon,  that  I  hope  IVom  your  Kxcell"  former  protection  you  will  do  me  the  hoiu)r  to 
recommend  me  to  ilia  Grace. 
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I  heartily  wish  your  Excellency  succes  in  the  high  affairs  committed  to  your  manaRement 
and  in  all  things  else  being  with  the  highest  honor  and  regard 

8ir 

Your  Excellency's  most  humble  and 

most  obedient  servant 

n.  TT      bieiT  «r  ,     ,  (sigued )        Geo.  Clarke. 

W  Hono'''''  Hoi-ace  Walpole. 


Premknt  Clarke  to  the  lA)nh  of  Trade. 

[  Niiw-Yurk  rapcrs,  i'f.,  '.'i.  ] 

My  Lords  ^""^  ^o'"'^  ^^''^'•'='1  SO'"  173(; 

I  now  do  myself  the  honor  to  send  to  your  Lordships  an  other  copy  of  M'  Van  Dams  protest 
which  I  told  your  Lordships  in  the  duplicate  of  my  letter  of  the  10-  instant  I  f.ad  not  t  en 
time  to  transcribe 

I  ha.  0  the  pleasure  to  inform  your  Lordships  that  all  the  noise  and  threatnings  of  the  Faction 
to  rise  on  the  Ciovernors  death  is  now  no  more  talked  of  and  I  promise  myself  and  dare  assure 
your  Lordships  that  if  Van  Dam,  Alexander  &  Morris  he  displaced,  I  shall  in  some  reasonable 
tune  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  people  are  returned  to  their  right  min.ls  but  whilest 
there  is  the  least  hope  remaining  to  see  those  men  continued  or  restored  to  their  places  lh« 
Spirit  of  Faction  will  shew  itself  *      ^  "'® 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Lordships  one  of  their  weekly  printed  papers 
wherein  IS  young  Morris's  Speech  against  the  Court  of  Chancery  and  with  it  I  send  the  Itesol  " 
o  the  Assembly  made  upon  it  last  November  This  Speech  now  printed  and  published  by  the 
Heads  of  the  taction  to  refresh  the  I'eoples  memories  to  tye  them  to  their  Interests  &  to  evtol 
their  own  merit  f  these  men  are  countenanced  what  must  those  expect  who  exert  themselvr 
on  the  side  of  the  Kings  just  Prerogative  already  they  suffer  all  the  vile   contumely    thit 

^^ZZC  ^"""'"" ''""""' "'"'  "''^'  "^  ^""*^^^  ^ "'"'''"'  ""*^""''«''"  ^^« 

I  do  assure  your  L.lps  it  sliall  bo  my  stu.ly  by  gentle  methods  to  re.Iuce  the  misguide.l  t„  a 
sense  of  their  duty  (of  which  I  do  not  doubt  if  the  IMng  Leaders  are  displaced)  and  I  n la   if" st 
to  your  J.ordships  that  1  have  nothing  so  much  at  heart  as  his  Majesty^  Servi  e  and  the    ono 
of  aubscn'jing  myself  with  the  highest  Ifespect 

My  Lords 

Vour  Lordships 

most  humble  and 

most  obedient  Servant 

sg"         Gr.u.  Ci.ARKK 
Vol   \  I.  n 
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r.-e-ndent  Clarice  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  N'eiv-Vork  Tapers,  Ff.,  No.  23.  ] 

New  York  April  7""  1736 

My  Lords 

Having  lately  done  myself  the  honor  to  write  twice  to  your  Lordships  I  do  it  now  with 
some  fear  that  my  addresses  may  be  tliought  troublesome  but  as  this  may  serve  to  corroborate 
the  Reasons  given  to  your  Lordships  by  Coll  Cosby  for  removing  M'  Van  Dam  &  M' 
Alexander  from  the  Council  of  this  province  I  presume  to  go  on, 

I  enclose  the  minutes  of  Council  of  the  10th  March  No  1  wherein  your  Lordships  will  see, 
that  tho  M'  Alexander  said  he  was  not  prepared  to  give  his  opinion  on  the  Question  whether 
the  administration  of  the  Government  devolved  on  me  yet  after  I  was  sworn,  which  he  did  not 
oppose,  he  with  the  rest  of  the  Council  took  his  Seat  and  ficted  with  us  in  the  order  made  for 
the  Proclamation  as  much  as  any  other  of  the  Council  there  not  being  one  dissenting  voice 
and  in  the  order  for  the  Jersey  Commission  &  Seal  he  was  very  active  offering  to  carry  himself 
to  Jersey,  but  fmding  when  he  went  from  Council  that  the  Faction  blamed  him  for  not 
opposing  me,  and  for  acting  as  a  Councillor  after  I  was  sworn,  he  resolved  to  reinstate  himself 
with  them  at  any  rate  even  with  the  grossest  falsehood  accordingly  he  caused  a  paper'  to  be 
printed  and  published  in  his  name  No  2  denying  what  he  had  so  lately  done  nor  was  this  his 
only  view  in  it  it  is  intended  likewise  to  signify  his  opinion  that  the  administration  of  the 
Government  does  not  belong  to  me,  that  it  is  an  usurpation  that  tiie  Council  who  act  with  me 
are  criminal  and  iyabie  to  prosecution  &  I'lmishments  threatenend  in  M'  Van  Darn's  Protest, 
and  to  support  this  opinion  he  has  absented  iiimself  from  Council  every  Council  day  since  tho' 
duly  summoned  every  time  except  once  when  he  was  out  of  Town  and  without  doubt  alter 
this  behaviour  does  not  intend  to  come  to  Council  any  more.  If  his  example  or  his  Doctrine 
or  the  Threats  in  M'  Van  Dams  protest  had  prevailed  with  others  the  consequences  that  would 
have  ensued  are  obvious,  btit  the  rest  of  the  Council  who  live  in  Town  and  are  all  named  in 
the  encIo.«t'(l  minutes  are  so  far  from  being  deterred  that  they  are  unanimous  in  giving  me  their 
best  assistance  and  advice:  I  humbly  presume  to  hope  from  your  Lonlsliips  Representation 
that  his  Majesty  will  be  pleased  speedily  to  remove  M"^  Van  Dam  and  M'  Alexander  and  to 
appoint  W  John  Moor  &  M'  Paul  Ificliard  in  their  room,  besides  the  opinion  of  the  Clieif 
Justice,  and  of  M'  Horsemanden  ( Bari.sters  at  Law)  two  of  the  Council  I  have  that  of  tlie 
Attorney  General  in  Writing  No  ',\:  upon  .M'  Van  Dams  suspension  being  resolved  to  act  on 
the  best  advice  and  with  the  utmost  caution 

I  am  informed  that  M'  Van  Dam  about  the  time  of  his  Suspension  got  a  cerlificafc  in  his 
favor  signed  by  the  Faction  and  a  great  number  of  People  of  the  meanest  Hank  ;  if  Characters 
of  men  are  to  be  judged  of  from  such  Testimonials,  Faction  will  ever  be  trium|<hant.  1  never 
saw  the  certificate,  but  bo  it  what  it  will  his  underslamlinf'  is  so  much  decayed  that  he  is  now 
almost  childish  &  incapable  of  any  public  Tiust  or  business  and  if  he  were  to  shew  himself  to 
your  Lord8hi|)s  you  would  presently  be  convinced  of  it  .M'  .Me.xatuler  too  apprehending  his 
fate  from  his  behaviour  has  within  these  few  days  got  a  certificate  from  tho  Corporation  of  this 
City  it  was  brought  into  common  Council  ready  drawn  by  one  of  the  Aldermen,  upon  reading 


'  Kniillwl  "  Ncitiro  nf  .lmiio«  Ali'xmi.liT,  ("  tho  cirrct  timt  In-  novor  »i1riito<l  or  iiin».iii<>i|  tc  Mr  Clurkr'i  titkiiiK  on  liim  tin' 
mliiiiniblrali"!)  of  lite  ••"vnnni-iit      New  \  ork,  Mmcl:  21,  IV.!,}."—  Ki>. 
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it  the  Recorder  AP  Horsmanden.  and  the  Mayor,  M' Richards  objected  t-  -"^    -ind  r.r„    a  . 
s.g.1  it  the  rest  of  the  Corporation  who  were  present  and  of  thf  V ,    •        "•'       ,  "^  *° 

V    .1  „        ''^"  "P  ^y  •^'""^  "'  the  Council  in  answer  to  Alexanders  nanpr  Nn  o 

Geo :  Clarke 


OrJer  in  Co.uml  rcj^cti,,.,  Paiti„t^  i„  favor  of  Uwh  Mom,  a.  Agent. 

[ N.w-Tiirk  ra|i,.r(i,  IT,  No.  mi. ] 

At  tlie  Court  at  St  James's  the  2!)'"  day  of  April  ] 73G 

riiESENT-  The  Kings  most  Excellent  Majesty  in  Council 
Upon  reading  at  the  Hoard  a  Report  from  the  Rieht  Ilunhl..  tl„.  I  nr,?o    f  ,i     .. 
Council  for  Plantation  alh.irs  date/the  ^L-of  this  hl^aln!;  thel ':tn:v:!:^v;::"""^  '' 
"  Vour  Majesty  having  been  ph-ased  by  yonr  orders  in  Council  of  the  5-  of  Feb- 
h>st  to  n.er  under  tins  Committee  three  I'elitions  from  your  Majestys  I'rovince  of 

.:x;:r:r^r;;;:::::::;r::^::ri::;!;:,- -:;;:j":;-;;.;:.  .»,,, ,,,  „.„  .„.. 

.Iwnj-K  1,....„  „  .M,.n.U.r  ..y.r  ,i.,c„  the  f/„.„„  (  of  Sella,..! )     Tl„.'u  '•"-Imn.,,,!,  of  wl.i..l.  ho  h,..l  „1„k«1 

.N..v..r  w„,  „„„  „.,.re  l.eluv,.,l  „r  oar I  with  ,„,„..  j..,,..       !        ^   r,    ''  """    T  "•^""^"''"">'  "f  "  Privato«o„lh.,„n>,. 

l'l».....r,;  «„,!  a  ,|,tv„,..,„.,  ,,„,  .„.,  .,f  ^,,.,  ,„„^,  „.„.„„,,,,,,,,,;  ,,  '  "'  f;""  '",  "^^f    »"->  to  euro  Uu,  I„,oK. .,f  .,,« 

« ' : "-  Mr. .h, !„.  .It  o  V  a , ri :  '■""  *";" "."""""'  ^ ''  '■' ■  ^^^ -  -•= - 
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.'  all  which  Petitions  Pray,  in  regard  there  is  no  agent  appointed  to  lay  a  true  state  of 
"  that  Province  before  your  Majesty  or  to  take  care  of  their  Interests  that  your  Maty 
"will  be  graciously  pleased  to  receive  such  Representations  in  behalf  of  the  saul 
..  Province  as  shall  be  presented  by  Lewis  Morris  Esq"  The  Lords  of  the 
"Committee  in  obedience  to  your  Matys  said  Orders  of  Reference,  have  this  day 
"  taken  the  said  Petitions  into  their  consideration  And  to  agree  humbly  to  report  to 
"your  Majesty  that  this  method  of  applying  to  your  Maty  by  way  of  Petition  for  the 
"  appointing  Agents  for  your  Majesties  Plantations  is  irregular  &  unprecedented 
"  But  that  in  case  such  method  had  not  been  irregular  yet  in  regard  the  present 
«  application  is  made  pnly  by  some  inhabitants  of  Particular  Parts  of  the  Province 
"  who  have  taken  up0n  tiiem  to  nominate  a  Particular  person  to  your  Majesty,  as 
"  Agent  for  the  whole  Province,  the  same  can  not  therefore  but  be  lookt  upon  as  an 
"Innovation,  which  may  prove  detrimental  to  your  Matys  Service  in  the  Plantations 
»  in  case  the  same  should  receive  any  countenance  from  your  Maty  &  therefore  the 
"Committee  humbly  propose  to  your  Majesty  that  the  said  three  Petitions  may 
"  be  rejected." 

His  Majesty  this  day  took  the  said  Report  into  his  consideration  &  was  pleased  with  the 
advice  of  His  Privy  Council  to  approve  thereof,  and  accordingly  to  order  as  it  is  hereby  ordered, 
that  the  said  three  Petitions  ie  rejected.     Whereof  all  persons  whom  it  may  concern  are  to 

take  Notice  and  Govern  themselves  accordingly  .  ,„       ^ 

A  True  Copy. 

W    SllARPE 


^  ■■  ♦  »->^ 


President  Clarice  to  tlic  ImviU  of  Trade. 

[  NewYurk  I'upore,  Ff.,  No.  r>.  ] 

New  York  May  S-"  173G 

My  Lords 

The  Assembly  of  this  Province  standing  adj(nirned  at  the  time  of  Cos'  Co-shys  death  to  tlie 
last  Tuesday  in  March  1  adjourned  them  by  the  advice  of  the  Council  to  tuesday  the  S?"  of 
April  tiiat  being  so  soon  as  the  Season  of  the  year  would  permit  them  to  meet,  but  there  not 
being  n  majority  in  Town  on  that  day,  I  adjourned  them  again  with  the  advice  of  the  Council 
to  the  thursday  following  in  tlu>  morning  the  Speaker  came  to  me  &  aeipiainted  me  that  there 
was  a  majority  of  the  house  in  Town  and  w.-re  to  meet  about  eleven  o'clock  I  summoned  tlio 
Council  to  meet  at  that  hour  expecting  to  have  a  message  from  the  Assembly  a,s  usual,  wc 
waited  till  one  when  the  Speaker  came  to  me  and  told  me  tint  enough  of  the  members  had 
met  to  make  a  house  but  that  being  all  served  by  M'  N'ui  Dam  with  a  copy  of  his  Protest 
against  me  and  all  that  assisted  me  (which  I  did  myself  the  honor  ?■  send  to  your  Lordbl.ips 
the  IG'"  March)  iiK'l()se<l  in  a  printed  letter  signed  by  him  and  Ci!,  Morris  son  oiu-  of  the 
members  present  desiring  to  ^ny  sonu'thing  before  the  Speaker  loi'!^  the  (Miair  he  pulled  out 
of  his  pocket  &  read  a  speed:  ',o  the  sumo  elVect  as  Van  Dams  i.-Uer  having  aa  1  am  informed 
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before  they  went  to  the  house  taken  pains  to  prepossess  them,  &  having  finished  his  speech  he 

produced  a  declaration  wiiich  he  read  and  then  offered  it  to  the  members  for  them  to  sign,  how 

much  soever  some  of  them  might  be  startled  tliey  would  not  sign  his  Declaration  whereupon 

he  and  some  others  left  the  house  &  there  not  being  a  sufficient  number  left  to  adjourn 

themselves  the  speaker  came  to  me,  acquainted  me  with  what  had  past  and  desired  me  to 

adjourn  them  to  the  tuesday  following  hopeing  by  that  time  there  would  be  a  full  house,  which 

I  did  with  the  advice  of  the  Council,  tho'  I  have  little  hopes  that  they  will  meet  till  His 

Majestys  pleasure  be  signified  on  Van  Dams  suspension.     I  was  very  solicitous  all  Thursday 

to  get  a  copy  of  the  Declaration  hearing  that  it  was  a  very  extraordinary  piece,  but  on  friday 

I  found  I  had  little  reason  to  apprehend  it  would  be  stilled  for  it  appeared  in  Print  &  I  do 

myself  the  honor  to  send  it  to  your  Lordships  with  M'  Van  Dams  letter  served  on  Coll  Philips 

one  of  the  Assembly  which  he  sent  to  me  under  cover  of  the  inclosed  letter  from  himself  to  me 

I  will  not  give  your  Lordships  the  trouble  of  my  observations  on  these  papers  your  Lordships 

will  see  through  them  at  first  view,  this  however  I  am  bold  to  say  that  if  his  Majesty  will  be 

pleased  to  confirm  Van   Dams  Suspension  and  to  dismiss  Alexander  from  the  Council  for 

without  doubt  it  is  with  his  advice  that  these  very  extraordinary  things  are  done  Van  Dam 

himself  being  a  very  weak  old  man,  the  Assembly  will  resume  courage  to  meet  and  act  as 

they  ought  to  do,  it  will  break  the  spirits  of  a  restless  faction,  reclaim  the  misguided  to  a  sense 

of  their  duty,  and  restore  quiet  to  the  Province,  Especially  if  his  Majesty  will  likewise  be 

pleased  to  contlrm  James  de  Lancy  Esq"  in  the  Chief  Justice  Ship  so  that  Coll.  Morris  may 

have  no  hopes  of  being  restored,  for  in  that  &  in  the  continuance  of  Van  Dam  &  Alexander  in 

this  Couucill  is  the  faction  kept  alive.     I  persvvade  myself  that  your  Lordships  will  think  it 

absolutely  necessary  that  some  effectual  orders  be  forth  with  sent  to  me  in  the  mean  time  I 

will  continue  the  Assembly  on  adjournments  and  preserve  the  peace  of  the  Province 

M'  Alexander  tho'  he  has  been  constantly  summoned  ever  since  the  Governors  death  has 
never  attended  the  Council  since  that  day  that  the  Governor  dyed,  and  when  he  was  present, 
&  acted  after  I  was  sworn,  tho'  he  has  since  confidently  denyed  it  in  point  —  Inclosed  I  send 
your  Lordships  some  proofs  of  it,  I  humbly  recommend  myself  to  your  Lordships  Protection 
and  am  with  the  highest  honor  &  regard 

My  Lords 

Your  Ldps  most  humble 

&  most  obedient  Servant 

sg''         Geo  Ci,AiiKn 


J^iwi'liiit  Chtvle  fo  the  Dithc  of  Keurofith'. 

I  New  York.  i<.  P.O.,  VIII.,  l;».] 

New  York  May  3''  173r.. 
My  liord 

After  (Jovernor  Cosl.y's  death  I  adjourned  the  Asscmhly  with  the  advice  of  the  Council,  from 

the  last  Tuesday   in  Maicli  to   the  last  Tuesday  in  April,  'is  the  season  of  the  year  would  not 

sooner  admit  of  their  niciiling,  and  then  for  two  days  more  there  not  being  a  Majority  in  Town, 
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but  on  that  last  day  to  which  I  adjourned  them,  the  Members  in  Town  (being  fifteen  of  the 
Twenty  seven  which  compose  the  whole  house)  met,  and  having  been  severally  served  by  M' 
Van  Dam  with  a  copy  of  his  protest  against  me  and  all  tlat  assist  me  (which  I  did  myself  the 
honor  to  send  to  your  Grace  the  sixteenth  of  March)  and  with  it  a  Utter  which  I  now  inclose, 
young  Morris  Coll.  Morris's  son  a  member  of  the  House  desired  he  might  be  heard  before  the 
Speaker  took  the  Chair,  and  made  an  harangue  to  the  like  effect  as  Van  Dam's  letter,  and 
then  pul'd  out  of  his  pocket  and  read,  and  offered  it  to  the  members  to  sign  it,  a  declaration 
which  was  printed  the  next  day  with  Van  Dam's  letter,  and  which  I  do  myself  likewise  the 
honor  to  inclose,  but  tho  the  members  then  present  would  not  sign  it,  yet  they  went  away 
without  makeing  an  house,  and  are  so  much  intimidated  that  I  doubt  they  will  not  sit  till  His 
Majesty's  pleasure  be  signified  on  Van  Dam's  suspension. 

Tho  the  letter.  My  Lord,  be  in  Van  Dam's  name,  and  signed  by  him,  he  is  to  be  considered 
as  a  weak  old  man  given  up  to  the  management  of  M""  Alexander  one  of  the  Council  and  to 
young  Morris  in  his  father's  absence,  being  perhaps  ignorant  of  the  tendency  of  these  things 
that  are  done  in  his  name,  I  will  not  presume  to  speak  my  thoughts  of  them  to  your  Grace 
who  can  at  one  view  see  clearly  into  the  design  and  consecjuences  that  must  ensue  if  a  check  be 
not  speedily  put  to  them;  but  this  I  am  bold  to  say  that,  if  His  Majesty  will  be  pleased  to  signify 
his  approbatian  of  V^an  Dam's  suspension,  to  remove  Alexander  from  the  Council,  and  to 
confirm  M'  De  Lancey  in  the  Chief  Justice  Ship,  the  Assembly  will  then  sit  and  act  as  becomes 
them,  the  Spirit  of  faction  will  dye  and  the  Province  enjoy  its  former  quiet,  for  it  is  only  the 
hope  of  seeing  Van  Dam  and  Morris  restored  and  Alexander  continued  in  his  seat  at  the 
Council  Board  that  keeps  the  Mob' of  their  side  in  expectation  of  favours. 

1  humbly  implore  your  Grace  to  take  me  into  your  protection  to  put  it  out  of  Van  Dam's 
power  to  ruin  me  as  he  will  certainly  attempt  to  do  if  he  be  restored,  and  to  keep  His 
Majesties  best  subjects,  who  are  the  most  eminent  and  considerable  men  in  the  Province  from 
falling  under  the  power  and  resentment  of  the  implacable  enemies  of  the  Government  who  in 
trutii  are  in  gross  the  meanest  of  the  people. 

There  is  nothing  of  such  immediate  necessity  for  the  Assembly's  sitting  but  what  may  be 
done  by  them  in  the  fall,  and  by  that  time  I  presume  to  hope  1  shall  have  the  honor  to  receive 
from  Your  Grace  the  signification  of  His  Majesties  pleasure.  In  the  mean  while  I  will  keep 
them  on  foot  by  short  adjournments  preserve  the  peace  of  the  Province  a)'i  act  with  the 
utmost  moderation  in  all  things. 

I  shall  be  obliged.  My  Lord,  to  live  at  a  very  great  expence  not  only  to  support  the  honor 
and  dignity  of  the  Government  but  to  incourage  and  countenance  all  that  are  faithfull  to  it,  I 
shall  few  or  no  opportunityes  as  others  have  had  to  make  any  money  because  of  the  opposition 
that  Van  Dam  gives  me  I  presume  therefore  to  hope  from  your  (Jrace's  goodness  and 
protection  that  his  Miij'>'  will  give  me  the  whole  sahi.  >,  which  will  be  no  injury  to  a  (Governor 
he  not  being  intituled  to  any  but  from  his  arrival  here,  and  M''  >'au  Dam  after  Coll. 
Montgomeries  death  took  it  without  the  King's  Warrant. 

If  upon  theconlii'mation  of  Vmi  Dam's  suspension,  the  removal  of  Alexander  from  the  Council 
lioard  and  the  conlirming  M''  De  Lancey  in  the  (.'inef  .lustice  Ship,  I  have  the  good  fortune  as 
I  am  confident  I  shall  to  reclaim  the  people  to  their  duty  and  to  heal  their  divisions  1  likewise 
])resume  to  hopt;  that  His  Miijesty  will  In-  graciously  pleased  to  continue  nie  lor  somi'  time 
longer  in  the  administration  ol  the  (iovernment  that  I  may  not  leave  it  poorer  then  1  entered 
on  it.     h  your  Grace  will  be  pleased  to  give  me  your  protection. 
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I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inclose  to  Your  Grace  a  letter  from  M'  Philipse  Speaker  of  the 
Assembly  to  me  covering  AP  Van  Dam's  to  him,  this  is  the  last  and  great  effort  of  the  faction 
m  every  other  part  of  my  adininistration  I  assura  your  Grace  I  am  easy,  a  Majority  of  the 
Counc.l  bemg    with  me    in  all   things   wherein   their  advice   or  consent   is  necessary,  and 
the  1  rovmce  is  general  easy  under  it,  and  busines  goes  on  as  usual. 

I  beg  leave  to  recommend  my  self  again  to  your  Grace's  protection  and  to  subscribe  myself 
With  the  greatest  honor  and  regard 
My  Lord 

Your  Grace's  most  humble  most  obedient  and  most  dutiful  servant 

(signed)         Geo.  ClaiuvE. 

^  P.  S.     I   do   myself  the   honor   to  inclose  to  your  Grace  some   proof,  of  M'  Alexander's 
absenting  himself  from  Council. 

To 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  New  Castle. 


Speaker  Philippe  to  Preddent  Clarhe. 

[Ncw-York  I'npiTd,  Ff.,  No.  1J.V] 

Sir  ^'«^'  Yf""!^  SO"-  April  173G 

I  give  myself  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  this  morning  betw"  the  hours  of  11  &  lo  as  I 

was  going  to  attend  my  service  in  the  General  Assen>hly  pursuant  to  tlie  last  adjournment 

lereof  a  pacquet  was  delivered  to  me  in  the  City  Hall  by  a  Kinsman  or  apprentice  of  yv  Van 

Dam  sealed  up  and  beleiving  It  was  intended  to  be  communicated  to  the  House  1  lai.l  the  same 

on  the  table  in  the  Assembly  Chamber  but  finding  that  the  several  members  that  had  been 

here  be  ore  me  had  been  served  with  a  like  I'acquet  I  opened  that  which  was  delivered  and 

Instant  directed   o  me  and  found  it  to  be  a  printed  letl.r'  fron,  Rip  \an  Dam  Ks..-  date.!  the  20". 

signed  by  himself  &  in  it  his  IVotest  alter  some  stay  there  only  twelve  members  appeared, 

nd  It  being  reckoned  up  that  there  were  three  more  in  Town,  the  door  keeper  was  sent  fo 

em  and  before  the  last  of  them  came  in  it  was  asked  whether  they  weri  not  a  number 

suinuent  to  make  a  house  upon  which  Coll  Lewis  Morris  Jun^  (member  for  the  ]3orough  of 

iNes   Ches  er    rep  yed  we  are  but  luv.ed  leave  to  say  something  first  and  pulling  two  pipe 

could  not  legally  Bit  or  act  and  then  a  long  declaration  to  that  purpose  which  he  proposed  they 

I   gave   some   reasons  why  I  conceived  we  had  as  good  a  right  to  act  now  as  ever  the 
assembly  had  upon  any  adjournment  heretofore  and  declared  my  resolution  not  to  sign  such  a 

M:t^ru;,;::,z,i;:;;::^;;:,:r:;;i:;:^'::'  ■,  v  Ts  "-;:-7'7":-  -^  -  c,...,.,  ...^, ..  New  .vo... 
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Declaration  as  Coll :  Morris  proposed,  who  thereupon  said  he  would  sign  it  tlio'  all  the  other 
members  declined  it,  soon  after  which  some  members  withdrew  and  others  following  no  house 
could  be  made 

I  thought  it  my  duty  to  apprize  you  of  what  has  happened  upon  this  occasion  &  send  you 
herewith  the  before  mentioned  letter  of  ]\r  Van  Dam  beleiving  it  unnecessary  to  trouble  you 
with  the  Protest 

(Copy)  lani 


Geo  Clarke  Esq" 


Your  Honors  mo'  humble  St 

Ad  I'liiLU'SE ' 


PrcsUknt  Clarice  to  Secretary  Pcr^yle. 


[New-York  Pupers,  Ff.,  No.  29.] 


Sir 


New  York  May  SS"-  173G 


I  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  Duplicates  of  your  letter  of  the  23"*  of  Jan'''  last  on  the  lO"" 
of  May — It  can  not  be  denyed  that  Governor  Cosby  sate  with  the  Council  in  their  Legislative 
capacity  it  has  been  constantly  done  ever  since  I  have  been  in  the  Province  which  is  upwards 
of  thirty  years  but  I  dont  re.nember  that  a  Governor  has  voted  upon  any  question  in  the 
passing  of  a  Law :  I  presume  their  Lordships  will  think  it  a  reasonable  excuse  for  Governor 
Cosby's  sitting  since  he  found  it  a  practice  for  my  own  part  I  never  thought  it  rigiit  but 
subscribed  to  it  as  other  Councillors  have  done  fuuliug  it  a  custom  and  supposing  it  to  be  well 
known  to  their  Lordships  by  the  Minutes  of  Council.  If  the  Assembly  should  sit  whilst  I 
have  the  honor  to  have  the  administration  of  the  Government  in  my  hands  I  will  certainly 

'  AiioLPiirs  PiiiLii'SE,  mori'liiint  of  Xow-York,  was  soconcl  son  of  Fieilciii'k  I',  niid  Catliniinu  Vnn  Cortlaml,  iinii  wii"  liorii 
in  till'  yo.ir  Irtl'ij.  On  tlio  rumor  tliat  the  Frtiicli  wtire  about  to  nttaek  Albany,  lie  \\&*  sunt  :..  'ti'.U  to  Connecticut  to 
dcniauil  as-istancc  from  that  Colony.  Comu-il  ilniHlex.  VI.,  '.il.  He  was  call,  il  to  the  Council  on  the  Tth  of  IVliruary,  ^'(S*,, 
anJ  in  1718  was  a|i|iointeJ  one  of  ttio  comini.ssionerri  for  rnnninL'  the  boiunlary  line  bitwcin  Cuiinectieiit  anil  New-York,  lii 
1721  he  was  removeil  from  the  Council,  on  the  roi'icsentation  of  Gov.  JJurnct,  for  ojiposiiif,'  the  eoiitinunnee  of  the  Assembly 
after  his  Excellency's  arrival.  Smith.  In  the  following  year  he  was  elected  to  represent  the  county  of  Westchester  in  tlio 
Assembly,  and  in  1725  was  chosen  Speaker.  At  the  ensuing  election  iu  \'tf>,  Mr.  I'liilipso  was  returned  one  of  tlio  four 
members  for  the  city  of  New- York,  ajjain  elected  Speaker  and  lilleil  that  chair  until  17.S7.  At  the  general  election  that  year, 
liowever,  he  lost  his  scat;  but  Gerrit  Van  Ilorne,  one  of  the  nieniljirs  elect  for  the  city  dyinj;  soon  after,  an  ehelion  was 
held  to  fill  the  vacancy,  and  in  Si-pteniber  Sir.  I'liillpse  was  declare  1  to  be  cho.sen.  A  great  clamor  ensued.  Sheriff  Cosby 
was  accused  of  having  committed  the  most  baiefaeed  vilhiiiy  in  returning  him,  an<l  liie  iiintter  was  bniught  l..fore  the  House 
by  petition.  After  a  month's  scrutiny,  Mr.  rhilipse  was  declared  member.  The  decision  was  important  in  some  respeeta, 
for  it  was  determined  by  the  As.sembly:  I.  That  .lews  could  not  vote.  It.  That  non-resident  freeholders  had  n  right  to  vole. 
III.  That  such  as  were  freeholders  of  forty  i)OUndh,  three  months  before  tlio  test  of  the  writ  of  election,  were  voters;  but  IV. 
A  grantee  of  a  mortgage  in  fee  forfeited,  who  has  been  in  po>ses8lon  of  the  mortgaged  premises  for  eeveral  years,  was  declared 
not  entitled  to  a  vote  by  virtue  of  such  mortgage.  Mr.  I'hilipse  was  reelected  Speaker  in  1739,  and  occupied  that  otiieo 
until  1745.  Journal,  I.,  7111-717,  750 ;  H.,  2.  He  dieil  a  baehidor  in  .lanuary,  175o,  in  the  85th  year  of  his  ago,  and  at  tho 
time  of  his  death  wiu  propriitor  of  the  firc-it  Iliirhlan  1  patent,  whic-li  included  nil  of  the  pns.iit  county  of  I'lilnam.  Utukei 
Putnam  Co.,  77.  "lb.'  was  a  man,"  says  .lohn  .la)',  "of  superior  tiilciits,  well  edii  uted,  sedate,  highly  respected  and  popular. 
Except  that  lie  was  ponuriuns,  I  have  heard  nothing  to  his  disadvantage."  Dejuijsttr  OentaUyi/,  118.  —  Kn. 
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obey  their  Lordships  command  therein,  and  then  tlie  Bills  which  Inve  hithprfn  l 

twnes  brought  into  the  Council  Chamber  when  the  Council  ^J:^U^7^^^^  o^^^^^^ 

olten  so  dehvered  to  the  Governor  himself  out  of  Council  and  aftervvnfds  brought  no  Co  .ci 

pfestt^rr  ^'""^""^^^ '' ''-'-' ''  ^"^  ^--' """  p-  them\e;r  u:;be 
A«:::h:r^:izr:.;;::r:;?i:;:ti^^^^ 

the  Council  Chamber,  where  in  the  presence  n      Z  f  Assembly  before  them  in 

ii!M     *i  J    /       .  '^  °'  ^"*'  Council  havnff  Kven  their  asspnf  fn  f»,a 

13.118  then   ready  (or  it  they  have   adjourned  them   but  often  so  -.fter  t L   Cn  ^ 

thought   it   wrong,  I   think    ther^   oul|  t   to  I   n  ^'rorogafons,  and  I  have  ever 

ha  ,,.„,  ^  I'lougnts  that  i(  it  be  necessary  to  a  ter  the  method  it  would 

1  am  with  tlie  greatest  Respect 
Sir 

Vour  most  obedient 

humble  Servant 

fg"         Geo:  Clakke 


ammon  Council  of  Alkiny  to  Premdent  Clarke, 

[  Now- York  r«pon,  Ff.,  No.  30.  ] 

May  it  please  your  Honor  Albany  IS'"  May  1736 

The  Mayor  communicated  to  this  Board  your  letter  of  the  ll-  instant  directed  to  Capt.in 
Collins,  whereby  we  perceive  that  you  would  have  our  opinion  of  a  certain  Tract  of  ^2^Z 

▼  0L#   VI.  Q 
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the  Mohawks  Country  petitioned  for  Mess"  Storlie  &  Van  Brugh  Livingston  to  his  Majesty. 
We  therefore  shall  endeavor  to  give  you  our  opinion  of  it  and  its  consequence  according  to  the 
best  of  our  Capacity  &  understanding.  In  the  mean  while  we  join  with  your  Honor  in  Opinion 
that  there  is  a  course  left  out,  However  we  can  partly  guess  where  the  Land  petitioned  for 
lyes,  and  are  well  assured  that  great  part  of  said  Tract  is  already  Patented  and  we  are  credibly 
informed  that  there  are  several  purchases  made  from  the  Mohawks  in  the  regular  method  for 
part  of  s-*  Tract  We  are  also  assured  that  some  of  the  Mohawks  Indians  are  seated  on  part 
of  it.  But  can  not  conceive  that  any  of  the  Mohawks  Flatts  are  included  in  those  imperfect 
Boundaries  We  are  confident  that  the  method  made  use  of  by  those  Gentlemen  first  to  obtain 
a  Patent  for  Lands  before  a  purchase  made  from  the  Natives  will  prove  of  ill  consequence  & 
alienate  the  Indians  from  His  Majestys  Interest  &  create  great  animosities  &  strife  between 
them  &  us  &  in  the  end  drive  them'  to  the  French  So  we  most  ernestly  entreat  your  honor  that 
you  would  in  the  strongest  manner  you  can  sett  forth  the  ill  consequences  of  such  proceedings 
to  the  Lords  of  Trade  &  desire  them  to  discountenance  any  such  practices  We  are 
May  it  please  your  Honor 

Your  Honor's  mo  obedient 
humble  Servants 

Sg^        EdW*  Holland  Mayor. 

Cornelius  Cuyler  Alderman 
Johannes  Evert  Wendell  Aid" 
Leendert  Gansewort  Aid""" 
Tobias  Ryckman  Aid"" 
Jacob  Tien  Eyck 
Gerrit  Brat 
Antony  Brat 


<!■»■■» 


Commissioners  for  Indian  Affairs  to  President  Clarhe. 


[New- York  I'apen,  Ff,  No.  81.] 


May  it  please  your  Honor 


Albany  l?"-  May  1736 


Sir 

Capt"  Collins  has  communicated  to  us  the  Commissioners  of  Indian  affairs,  your  letter  to 
him  of  the  ll""  Instant  whereby  we  perceive  you  desire  our  opinion  concerning  a  Tract  of 
Land  M'  Storke  &  M'  Van  Brugh  Livingston  has  petitioned  His  Majesty  for,  and  whether  any 
of  them  be  already  granted  to  others,  whether  the  Mohawks  be  seated  on  any  part  of  it  and 
whether  the  Mohawk  Flatts  be  included  in  said  Tract 

We  observe  with  you  that  there  is  one  course  left  out  but  are  certain  that  a  great  part  of 
the  Land  we  take  to  be  petitioned  for  is  already  granted  to  others,  &  as  we  are  informed 

'  from  UB.  MimUit  of  Common  Council,  Albany,  N.  Y.  —  E». 
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some  purchases  made  in  the  usual  way  tho'  not  yet  granted  by  Patent  and  that  some  of  the 
Mohawks  Indians  live  upon  part  of  it  but  do  not  think  that  the  Mohawk  Flatts  are  included 
therein  But  are  humbly  of  opinion  that  that  way  of  granting  Land  before  purchasing  from  the 
natives  may  be  of  ill  consequence  and  alienate  the  minds  of  the  Indians  from  His  Majestys 
Interest  and  occasion  great  divisions  among  the  people  of  this  Province  We  most  ernestly 
desire  that  your  Honor  and  Council  will  be  pleased  in  the  strongest  manner  to  recommend  to 
the  Lords  of  Trade  to  discountenance  such  Practice 
We  are 

May  it  please  your  Honor 

Your  Honors  mo'  obedient 
humble  Servants 

sgo 


Dirk  Ten  Broeck 
In  de  Peyster 
Edw**  Collins 
Reyer  Gerritse 
Con*  Cuyler 


Mynder  Schuyler 

RUTOER    BlEEKER 

Stevanus  Grobsebeck 
Abraham  Cuijler 
John  Schuijler  Jun' 
John  Lansing  Jun' 
Edw**  Holland 
Nicolaes  Bleeker 


Prcsnktii  Clarice  to  Secretary  Pc/pple. 

t  N«w.York  Papen,  Ft,  No.  33.  ] 

gli.  New  York  May  28"^  1736 

With  the  Duplicate,  for  the  first  is  not  yet  come  to  hand  of  that  of  the  23'-'  of  January  I 
had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  25"-  of  February  last  with  a  copy  of  M'  Storke  & 
M'  Livingstons  Petition  for  Lands  in  the  Mohawks  country  a  copy  whereof  I  sent  two  days 
after  to  the  surveyor  General  directing  him  to  inform  me  whether  any  of  the  Land  petitioned 
for  by  them  be  already  granted,  how  much  and  to  whom,  who  tells  me  he  can  not  at  present 
give  me  a  satisfactory  answer  perhaps  he  may  not  be  well  acquainted  with  that  part  of  the 
country.     I  therefore  likewise  wrote  to  Albany  for  the  same  information  and  whether  any  of 
the   Mohawks   are   seated   on   any   part  of  it,  or   whether  any   of  the   Mohock   Flatts   be 
comprehended  within  it  and  having  received  an  answer  thereto  from  the  commissioners  of  the 
Indians  affairs  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inclose  it  to  you  presuming  it  will  give  their  Lordships 
full  satisfaction  in  those  points  and  to  obey  their  Lordships  commands  in  the  rest  I  beg  leave 
to  make  the  following  observations  on  the  Petition  and  first.     They  pray  to  have  the  grant 
before  they  purchase  the  Lands  of  the  Indians     This  is  a  practice  so  little  known  and  so 
seldom  used  among  us  that  I  have  heard  of  no  more  than  two  instances  of  it  viz-  that  in  the 
Albany  Charter,  before  the  Revolution  of  the  Mohawk  Flatts  mentioned  in  your  letter  to  be 
surrendered  by  the  Mohowks  to  the  City  of  Albany  in  trust  for  themselves  the  other  a  grant 
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made  by  M' Van  Dam  after  Coll  Montgomeries  death  io  M'  Philip  Livingston,'  the  Petitioner 
Livingstons  Father  and  (our  others,  of  Lands  in  the  Mohawks  Country  likewise,  Livingston 
and  the  other  Grantees  of  the  Grantees'  of  the  last  mentioned  Tract  having  in  vain 
attempted  in  Coll  Montgomeries  time  to  purchase  it  of  the  Indians,  took  the  advantage  of  Van 
Dams  weakness,  and  got  a  grant  from  him  without  a  rea.'  purchase  but  the  Indians  would 
never  yet  suffer  them  to  possess  it  the  Government  in  all  other  instances  have  been  very 
careful  not  to  grant  Lands  until  they  have  been  first  purcha;?ed  of  the  Indians  knowing  that 
thev  are  impatient  of  such  injuries  and  too  apt  on  slighter  occasions  to  shew  their  resentment 
of  them,  their  Lordships  know  of  how  much  importance  it  is  to  the  British  Colonies  to  tye 
the  six  Nations  to  our  Interest,  and  I  am  confident  they  will  discountenance  every  thing  that 
may  tend  to  alienate  their  affections  from  us 

The  Petitioners  pray  to  be  exempt  from  paying  any  (iuitt  Reits  till  the  Lands  come  to  be 
settled  who  would  not  on  such  Terms  take  (Jiants,  and  if  such  a  Grant  be  made  who  will 
afterwards  take  them  on  any  other  Terms— Few  who  take  Graiiti  of  Lands  propose  to  make 
any  i.^imediate  Profits  of  ihein,  those  who  have  Lands  lease  them  out  for  ten  or  twelve  years 
on  a  j-cpper  Corn  Kent  and  pay  the  Quitt  Rents  themselves  froi  i  the  date  of  their  Patent 
■which  may  be  ten  years  more  before  they  do  lease  it 

The  Petitioners  intend  they  say  to  bring  over  Palatins  to  settlt  the  Land  but  they  don't 
propose  to  oblige  themselves  to  do  it,  nor  do  they  mention  any  time  for  it  nor  any  number  of 
faniilys,  they  forsee  perhaps  that  a  few  years  may  people  the  Provit  ce  from  Germany  Ireland 
and  other  Parts  of  Kurope  and  are  preparing  before  hand  to  lay  in  for  themselves  an  estate  on 
easy  Terms,  for  Sir  having  often  reflected  on  the  great  concourse  of  People  that  for  almost 
twenty  years  have  flocked  to  Pensilvania,  from  Germany  and  other  jiarts  of  Kurope  and  have 
informed  myself  of  the  nature  of  t!ie  Soil  in  (ieneral  of  that  Province,  of  the  price  that  the 

'  riiiLip  I.iviNiJSTOs,  2n(l  priipnetiir  of  tliu  Miiiujr  of  LiNingftoii,  wu»  tlio  son  of  Uoiicrl  h  niul  Ali'U  Soliuyler,  wiilow  of 
tlie  l.'iv.  N.  Van  Uiri •i'.liur.  Jle  was  born  nt  AIImiiiv  in  llif  vear  IliSii.  In  17ii5  lio  ftccMH  i|inniiMl  liin  unirli',  Col.  Vftili,  to 
(^uilu'e,  that  gciitliiiian  Imvlnc  licon  ci  nt  willi  Mr.  H'.  llinllcy  \i\  (Ik-  irovcrnnicnlof  Mamai  liu.^olt.t  li.iy,  to  Canndn,  to  proonie 
nn  ixcliaiiiic  of  prisonLTs,  and  if  posMiljli'  to  conclinl.'  h  'I'uaty  of  XiMitriilily.  Jliiuhiuum,  11.  141  ;  J'mI,  IX.,  ""(i,  77«.  lie 
i'lTVid  in  till'  e\l'i"lilion  n.'nintt  I'ort  Itoyal  in  Plo,  »ih!  after  tlif  ri-.liution  of  tlint  plu.-f.  w.n  or.lfriil  to  jiioocfil  \vill\  the 
Huron  lie  St.  (.'ustin,-  to  tiiulii-e,  to  onniniiini.'ute  tin'  iiitiiUfS  of  caiiiluialion  to  M.  il,'  Viunln'oil.  lie  sot  out  Bconlinxly  in 
tlie  niiil.llo  of  OotobiT,  ami  wont  up  tlio  Toiioliscot  rivoi  as  far  us  Indian  Old  Town,  wliero,  hud  it  not  lioon  for  liia  oonipanion, 
hit,  brains  wonld  liavob.on  knockoil  out  by  an  cnranod  Indian,  bticnu»u  sonio  Knglisli  priisonor*  bad  run  »w«y  with  hii  caiioi;. 
Aftor  Homo  time  the  party  aifain  slurliil  but  bad  noi  proccdo  1  f.ir  wbou  tlio  ioo  mi  iibnttorod  tboir  punooa  Ibnt  they  were 
obli);od  to  oontinuo  tboir  joiirnoy  by  bind  ami  ti  tnivil  by  <■otnp«^»  tliroii^'b  n  donnc  and  abno»l  ifnp»fc«ablo  forest,  tlio  (jroBt-'nt 
part  of  tbo  way  ovor  broken  and  mountainous  land.  Si.v  da\«  before  roaeliinn  tliu  Fronob  noltlonoMitu  tbi'ir  provinionn  t'ave 
out  anil  tiny  wore  obli^'ed  to  livu  on  inns'!,  leaves  and  berries.  At  lenjflb,  after  a  next  fiili(;ueinK  maieb,  tboy  urriwd  at 
yuebe,'  on  li'.lli  Iioc  nibor,  nil).  //iWi/iiiu.in,  II.,  I(i«;  i',»t,  IX.,  8S4.  Mr,  1-  returned  to  New-Vork  ami  wui,  admitted  to 
tbo  liar  on  ;n  Dec,  171!).  Co'Hini*»inn»,  III.,  197  ;  ill  17^U  lie  was  appointiHl  oUo  of  tbe  Couiinissiomrs  for  tbo  inanaj;omeiit  of 
Indian  alfairs,  and  in  1721  tuccvode,!  his  fathur  M  Seur<liiry  of  that  lionnl  niid  a*  cicrli  of  tlia  puunty  of  Alttiiny,  <li<.  Ka 
wua  rulloj  to  tho  Council  in  May,  nj,'),  and  took  bis  sent  in  Oetobi  r  followiiitt.  In  July  of  Iho  next  yrar  hti,  for  n  tbiril 
titno,  vi-ilul  Canada,  us  luaror  of  (iov.  Ilurnol'a  iletpaleli,  eomplainiii^  of  the  eriotion  of  n  froinb  fort  ut  .Nia^arn.  Sit/ira^ 
V.  Hii'i  In  17.)7  be  aolod  as  pr'sidtiit  of  tbo  ei>iiimissii,n  appointid  to  run  tbo  boon  lary  b'tweiii  N,w  lUnipsbire  ninl 
Mus-'ai'liusi'ttJi,  and  in  17  10  wis  nano'd  oii"  of  the  board  to  ileti'rniino  lb,'  lino  bituieii  Massaeliosolts  nnd  Itbode  NIand; 
on  wlii'di  oooasion,  Ilutebinsori  "ays,  bo  bad  itroat  Inllm-noo.  In  17411  and  1717  be  was  one  of  lb,'  Comniisnion'TS  on  tb<! 
juiit  of  NewViirk  to  meet  and  ooltperato  witb  Coininissionerii  from  the  other  Aiiierioan  eolonioi  ii  iiioasuros  for  enrryin)( 
un  tho  war  and  soourin^  the  intrreats  of  the  InJitnit.  Cummifinn;  III.,  fl%  4!lt'i;  Uulthintim,  11.,  8AU ;  Helkmifi't  .Vr» 
Htim/ii.liirr,  III.,  li'i.  lie  eonlimie.I  in  piiblio  life  until  bis  iloalb,  wbiih  oeiurred  »t  Now  Vork,  in  Keiirunry,  t74lt.  Mr, 
LiviiiKsloii  inarrii  i|  Catbnrino,  ibiuirbbr  of  I'liilip  Van  llruiib.  mayor  of  AlbNiiy,  nnd  bad  two  wins  and  lliroo  ,IaUi;litoMi. 
Hiilali.  one  of  the  laltor,  was  the  wif ,  of  (iintral  l.or  I  S,itlini{,  who  tervod  in  tliu  Amerioiin  llovobition.    Iloli/  i(f'i  U'li. —  Kt>, 


LONDON  DOCUMENTS:    XXV. 


61 


proprietors  sell  tlieir  Land  for  &  the  Rents  they  reserve  I  conclude.;  that  if  one  could  induce 
some  fiiniilys  to  come  to  this  Province  from  Europe,  tliey  would  find  the  Lands  so  much  better 
than  any  that  are  now  bought  of  the  Proprietors  of  I'ensilvania  and  the  Termii  on  wiiich  they 
may  be  bouglit  or  leased  so  easy  tliat  multitudes  on  their  report  of  these  things,  would  follow 
them.     I  drew  up  therefore  some  proposals,  shewed  them  to  (!oV  Cosby  and  having  had  his 
approbation  &  that  of  the  Attorney  and  Surveyor  General,  we  laid  them  before  the  Governor 
&  Council  in  1734  desiring  they  would  make  some  resolves  engag«  the  honor  &  faith  of  the 
(Government  for  the  performance  of  the  Proposals,  as  they  very  readily  did  &  ordered  them  to 
be  advertized  printed  dispersed  in  Europe  but  those  being  only  printed  papers  some  merchants 
in  Dublin  and  Amsterdam  desired  that  they  may  have  the  proposals  under  the  Seal  of  the 
(iovernment  assuring  us  that  they  could  then  procure  people  to  come  In  this  we  complyed  nnd 
sent  it  to  them  last  fall  under  the  Seal  of  (he  Province,  and  under  the  hands  of  the  Governor 
and  Council  and  hope  to  hear  further  from  them  this  Summer  Tiie  proposals  were  these  to 
grant  no  dealers  of  Land  in  the  Mohawks  Country  in  200  acres  to  a  family  to  the  first  500 
protestant  families  that  shall  come  from  Europe,  the  Grants  to  be  made  gratis  and  the  Lands 
to  be  purchased  for  them  the  only  difference  that  they  are  to  be  at  (besides  the  Quitt  Kent 
which  IS  to  commence  from  the  date  of  the  Patents)  will  be  the  Surveying  it,  which  will  be 
very  little,  we  iiave  already  some  Lands  purchased  which  we  design  for  this  use  if  the  people 
come  in  reasonable  time:  and  this  is  such  encouragement  as  Mess"  Storke  &  Livingston  can 
not  give  them  and  such  as  the[y]  can  'lot  have  in  any  other  Province,  for  no  proprietors  will  give 
away  their  Land  when  they  can  have  twenty  five  pounds  and  more  a  hundred  for  them.     By 
the  proposals  tor  giving  away  100,000  acres  I  shall  be  at  considerable  expence,  for  parchment, 
wax,  engrossing   IJooks   for   recording  the    Patents  and  Certificates    &c   the    (iovernor  and 
Surveyor  (ienerul  at  none  at  all  for  they  will  only  sett  their   names  to   the  Surveys   and 
certificates,  the  Attorney  (U-neral  will  only  be  at  the  expence  of  copying  paper  for  the  Drafts 
of  the  Patents  The  prospect  of  advantage  to  us  arises  from  the  Expectation  that  after  these 
100,000  acres  are  settled  great  numbersof  people  will  follow  who  must  purchase  of  the  Indiana 
and  take  grams  at  their  own  expence  or  if  they  are  not  abl,-  must  liecome  Servants  to  others 
who  are  able  and  will  readily  do  it  — Thus  Sir.  I  have  without  disguise  opened  to  you  my 
design    tlu;    advantage    I    propos.'    to    myself  is    at    a   distance,    the    publiik    benefit    in   the 
augmentation  of  the  (iuitt  Rents,  and  the  peopling  of  the  Province  near  at  hand,  but  nearest  of 
nil  the  profit  to  the  Merchant  in  the  Transportation  of  the  people.     This  advertisement  which 
contained  the   proposals  was  sent  to  M"^  Guerin   in    London  the  Governors  Agent  to  Mess" 
(Swoern/)  Merchanis  in  Dublin  and  to  M'  Livinus  r!a,k.son  merchant  in  Amsterdam  lo  be 
printed  and  dispersed  in  (ireat  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  in  Holland  to  be  translated  into  High 
Dutrh  anil  sent  into  all  parts  of  G..rmany.  the  Germans  are  the  most  likely  people  of  all  these 
to  set  on  loot  the  Hemp  manufacture  lor  which  we  have  ma'      Lands  in  the  Mohawk  Country 
very  proper,  but  the  first  settlers  l)eing  generally  poor  will  want  some  further  encouragement  to 
enable  th.^m  to  Ix-gi,,  that  work  and  some  Mkilllul  peo],!,.  to  lead  the  way  and  shew  others  the 
best  method  of  raising  and  <lressing  it :   If  ilicse  pn.posals  bad  some  publick  Countenance  at 
home,  and  tluit  signified  abroad,  it  would  withoul  d.mbt  highlv  promote  the  design,  1  presume 
(iovertior  Cosby  nccpiainted  lluir  Lordships  with  it  bordered  M' Guerin  to  present  some  of 
the  piinlcd  copie,<  to  Ihcm. 

There  is  one  li.;e  omitt..!  in  the  Copy  of  the   P.tiiion  that   was  sent  fo  me  wherein  the 
description   of  the  Land  is  thus,  beginning  at  a  certain   Hrook  which  vents  itself  into  the 
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Mohawks  River  known  by  the  name  of  Canada  Creek  being  the  Western  bounds  of  Lands 
heretofore  granted  to  John  Collins  and  company  computed  to  be  forty  miles  Westward  from 
Hudsons  River,  thence  coming  from  the  said  River  at  the  mouth  of  the  said  Brook  northward 
in  a  direct  line  six  miles  into  the  woods  thence  extending  south  to  the  said  northwest  Spring 
and  from  thence  Eastward  along  the  Banks  of  the  said  River  terminating  at  Canada  Creek 
aforesaid  Here  I  find  but  three  lines  which  can  neare  make  six  miles  square  If  by  the  said 
Northwest  Spring  be  meant  the  Northwest  Spring  of  the  Mohawks  River  the  Tract  petitioned 
for  will  be  almost  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  in  length,  and  six  miles  Wide  which  will 
comprehend  almost  all  the  Lands  granted  in  the  Mohocks  Country  on  the  Northside  of  the 
River  but  that  can't  be  so  understood,  because  you  say  the  Land  the  Petition  for  is  about  Six 
miles  Square,  which  must  be  six  miles  along  the  River  from  Canada  Creek  and  six  miles 
back  into  the  woods  it  must  therefore  be  some  other  Northwest  Spring  then  that  of  the 
Mohawks  River  or  the  Petitioners  would  most  grossly  deceive  the  Crown 

Since  I  begun  to  write  this  I  received  the  enclosed  letter  from  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  & 
Common  Council  of  Albany  much  to  the  same  effect  as  the  letter  from  the  Comm"  of  Indian 
affairs  and  two  of  the  Councillors  informed  me  that  M''  Philip  Livingston,'  the  Petitioner 
Livingstons  father)  who  is  likewise  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Indian  affairs  being  present 
when  they  wrote  the  letter  to  me  declared  to  them  that  he  would  not  for  two  or  three  thousand 
pounds  that  his  son  and  M'  Storke  should  succeed  &  that  he  knew  nothing  of  his  Sons 
petitioning  till  the  arrival  of  the  last  ships  from  London,  but  yet  he  would  not  sign  the  letter; 
without  doubt  he  would  not  have  made  that  Declaration  had  he  not  been  sensible  himself,  and 
conscious  that  the  Commissioners  evidently  foresaw  the  pernicious  consequences  that  must 
attend  the  Grant. 

Inclosed  1  send  you  Sir  the  Boundaries  of  a  Tract  of  Land  containing  eight  thousand  acres 
which  at  first  sight  will  evidently  appear  to  be  within  the  Petition  I  could  send  you  the 
Boundaries  of  otiier  Tracts  likewise  within  the  Petition  but  that  I  think  this  with  the  other 
Papers   will  be   abundantly   sutlicient   to   satisfy    their  Lordships   in   what   they  expect    to 

be  informed 

I  am  with  all  possible  Respect 

Sir 

your  most  obedient 

Humble  Servant 

Sjj''  (iiio:  Clarke 


Premkid  Chvke  to  the  Duke  of  NewaifiUe. 

I  Ni'W  Vi.rK.R.  I'.  ",  VIII  .liW  )  „ 

New  Vork  May  SO"-  1730. 
My  Lord 

In  my  letter  of  the  S"*  of  May  a  duplicate  whereof  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inclose,  I 
inlormed  your  (irace  of  the  steps  that  were  taken  to  keep  the  Assembly  fron  Bitting.     I  found 
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that  they  were  too  much  intimidated  for  me  to  expect  they  would  sit,  and  therefore  I  adjourned 
them  with  the  advice  of  tho  Council  to  the  first  Tuesday  in  August,  hopeing  in  the  meantime 
while  to  receive  from  Your  Grace  the  signification  of  his  Majesties  pleasure  on  Van  Dam's 
suspension  and  a  dismission  of  Alexander  from  the  Council,  being  confident  that  when  these 
things  are  known,  and  that  Morrris  will  not  be  restored  the  misguided  people  will  return  to  a 
sense  of  their  duty  and  I  shall  put  an  end  to  the  faction  whose  spirits'are  already  rnueh 
sunk  upon  their  disappointment  on  the  arrival  of  our  London  ships,  for  they  confidently 
affirmed  before  their  arrival  that  Morris  and  Van  Dam  were  restored,  but  finding  tho  e 
reports  had  no  foundation  in  truth  they  begin  to  think  that  the  heads  of  the  faction  hav  all 
along  amased  them  for  their  own  private  ends. 

One  of  their  main  views  and  they  have  the  two  last  sessions  made  some  attempts  for  it,  is 
by  all  means  possible  to  get  a  dissolution  of  this  Assembly  before  the  present  Revenue  exniies 
as  It  will  do  next  year,  being  in  hopes  to  get  a  Majority  in  the  next,  and  resolved  as  they 
openly  and  avowed  y  declare  not  to  give  the  Revenue  longer  then  from  year  to  year.     If  a  new 
Governor  comes  before  the  present  Revenue  expires  he  will  be  under  this  dilemma,  either  to 
dissolve  the  present  Assembly,  or,  not  doing  it,  perpetuate  the  spirit  of  faction,  b  t  a    they 
know  It  IS  not  in  my  power  to  dissolve  them  they  have  no  hcpes  of  a  new  Election  and    he 
further  setlement  of  the  revenue  for  a  competent  number  of  years  may  be  o^lTd  ^r  1  t^i 
Assembly,  and  the  disaffected  may  afterwards  be  brought  change  their  present  thoughts  fo 
others  more  temperate  and  dutifull;  I  take  it  to  be  my  duty  and  yet  i  should  not  dare  to 
mention  this  but  that  1  presume  upon  your  (Jrace's  goodness  to  hope  for  pardon,     I  am  carryed 
by  the  same  hopes  likewise  humbly  to  acquaint  your  (irace  that  upon  a  new  Election,  if  they 
get  a  Majority,  they  do  not  intend  to  setle  even  annually,  the  Revenue  without  first  obtaining 
some  concessions,  that  no  former  times  have  insisted  on,  some  of  which  are  these,  they  wiH 
declare  the  present  Courts  of  Equity  subsisting  on  his  Majesties  prerogative   to  be  nul.  Tm 
erect  others  by  act  of  Assembly,  they  will  pass  an  Act  declareing  that  Judges  shall  hold   he"r 
Commissions  dureing  good  behaviour,  they  will  have  triennial  Assembly'  by  a  Law.  t  "v 

r^llrh         ,7"  "'  :'"  ''"""  ^''"^  ''^^•^"''""^«'  "°'  -'y  'y  '"--■  annuaf  Salary"  uy 
e  ren  hing    lieir  fees  whenever  they  displease  them,  and  who  then  can  serve  His  Maiesty 

kept  out  of  the  way  of  doing  these  things  by  the  continuance  of  the  present  Assembly  they 
will  by  good  management  be  reduced  to  reason.  I  humbly  presume  to  recomm en  my  ei' 
toyourGrace's  protection,  and  to  subscribe  myself  with  the  highest  honor  and  r  g"d  My  Lo  d 
Your  Grace's  most  humble  most  obedient  and  most  dutiful  servant  ^ 

To  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  New  Castio.  ^'^°  Clarke. 


Presirimt  darh  fo  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  New.  York  Tipnt,  Ff.,  No.  U.  ] 

My  Lords  New  York  May  2V^  1736 

Sinre  the  las.  which  I  did  myself  the  honor  to  write  to  your  Lordship.  „f  the  3-  of  M  .y 
A  Duplicate  whereof  I  now  .-nd.  ,  have  with   the  advice  of  the  Council  ad,ourm.d  I'lle 
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Assembly  to  tbe  first  tuesday  in  august  finding  tiiat  Van  Dam's  letter  and  Morris's  declaration 
had  wrought  too  stronglv  on  their  fears  for  me  to  hope  for  tiieir  sitting  at  this  time.  In  the 
mean  while  they  will  I  hope  recollect  themselves  &  resume  courage  of  which  I  have  no  doubt 
if  His  Majesties  pleasure  be  made  known  on  Van  Dams  Suspension  &  Alexander  be  dismissed 
from  the  Council. 

The  Faction  are  much  quieter  since  the  arrival  of  our  Ships  from  London,  for  the  heads  of 
them  having  before  confidently  affirmed  that  Morris  was  restored  &  that  they  expected  to 
receive  by  the  first  vessel  His  MiUys  order  for  taking  oflT  Van  Dams  Suspension  &  being 
disappointed  of  both  the  people  begin  to  suspect  they  have  been  imposed  on,  and  prepare 
themselves  to  look  for  the  signification  of  His  Matys  pleasure  in  another  manner  than  their 
Leaders  promised  them  and  I  am  very  confident  that  when  I  have  the  honor  to  receive  Iheni  I 
shall  be  able  to  put  an  end  to  the  present  distractions  and  to  unite  the  minds  of  the  people  in 
their  duty  &  Reverence  to  His  M.-ity  Governm' 

I  have  done  myself  the  honor  to  answer  M'  Poples  letters  to  Governor  Cosby  of  the  23^''  of 
January  &  25"'  Feb^  which  1  hope  will  be  satisfactory  to  your  Lordships 

I  have  upon  your  Ldps  letter  to  M"  Van  Dam  ot  the  4 ''  of  Feb''''  173.V  given  to  me  by  M" 
Cosby  among  other  papers  since  the  Governors  death  taken  t!ie  oath  of  Chancellor  &  shall 
hold  that  Court  as  often  as  their  is  occasion 

There  is  at  present  a  deficiency  in  the  Revenue  of  four  thousands  pounds  the  Assembly  last 
fall  resolved  to  provide  for  it  at  their  next  sitting,  but  as  that  will  not  be  till  His  Majestys 
approbation  of  Van  Dams  Suspension  be  signified  I  humbly  hope  I  shall  soon  have  it.  If  this 
Assembly  be  not  continued  neither  that  deficiency  will  be  mtide  good  by  an  other  Assembly, 
especially  if  it  be  chose;;  before  the  Faction  be  broke,  nor  will  a  new  Revenue  be  given  by 
them  but  from  year  to  year  and  that  only  on  condition  of  having  triennial  assemhiys  the 
abolishing  of  the  Courts  of  Equity  subsisting  by  the  Kings  authority,  Judges  during  good 
behaviour  a  dopendancy  of  all  Kings  ofiicers  on  them  —  This  my  fiords  i"  the  Scheme  the 
male  contents  lalk  commonly  of;  If  a  Governor  comes  before  the  deficiency  be  made  good  and 
an  other  Revenue  be  given  for  i  competent  number  of  years  he  will  ba  in  a  great  Strait,  it  vill 
be  expected  that  he  dissolve  this  assembly  which  has  stil)si8ted  ever  since  Gov'  Montgomerie 
came.  If  he  should  dissolve  them  I  have  told  your  Lordships  what  must  be  expc-ted  from  a 
new  one  at  this  time  if  he  should  not  dissolve  them  he  will  perpetuate  the  spirit  of  (jiction 
They  know  I  can't  dissolve  them  and  so  don't  expect  it  and  I  dare  undertake  that  if  it  be  Ilis 
Majesties  pleasure  to  continue  me  in  the  administration  of  the  (lovernment  to  get  another 
Revenue  for  a  competent  number  of  years  before  the  expir;.tion  of  this  to  liave  the  present 
deficiency  made  good  and  to  .istore  (|uiet  to  the  Province  I  humbly  recommend  myself  to 
your  Ldps  protection  and  am  with  the  highest  honor 

My  Lords 

Your  Lordships 

rnopt  humble  & 

most  obedient  Serv* 

Bg*         (lEo:  Clarkk 


Sr-'tM:^y'':f''rM  \' 
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Preddmt  Clarice  to  the  DiiJce  cf  ?iewcavile. 

[New  York.  8.   P.  O.,  Vlil.,  200.  J 

Duplicate  k,      -ir    ,    -r 

My  Lord.  New  York  June  12'"  1 730. 

Will,  this  I  do  my  self  the  to  send  to  your  Grace  a  .duplicate  of  my  letter  of  the  29".  of 
May.  b>nce  that  t.me  nothing  extraordinary  has  occur..d  to  deserve  your  Grace',  notice 
unles  ,t  be  that  there  appears  daily  a  greater  Calm  in  the  I'rovince,  the  misguided  people 
havng  g.ven  over  their  expectations  of  hearing  Van  Dam  and  Morris's  being  restored  and 
preparmg  themselves  to  hear  contrary  news.  For  my  own  part  I  be.  leave  ^o  assure  your 
Grace  that  I  g,ve  them  no  cause  of  complaint.  I  open  my  arms  tc  receive  those  who  have  been 

lli'Ii  7'  "r  J. ''r.  ^''."'  """  """■"'''"^«  ^''""  -'-  ''"■"•'"  ^«  yo..r(;race  that  upon  the 
-gml    afon  of  H.s  Majesfes  approbation  of  ^•an  Dan.'s  suspension,  of  Alexan.ier's  discission 

nritir  th"" A  .  ,"'' ''"""'^  ?'  '"'"^'  ''  ""'  reinstated,  the  spirit  of  faction  .ill  soon 

d      ppear.the  Assembly  meet  and  do  .heir  duty,  and  quiet  and  concord  resume  their  former 
scats   nor  can  any  thing  obstruct  it  but  a  speedy  dissolution  of  this  Assembly;  That  in.ieed 

.T  .  Isn"  M  '  t'; r  T  'r''  "'"^"'«'"-'  '•'-'  -'k«  -^  -"i""  -ore  d.dlcult  to  'oe  brought 
about,  especaliy  ,f  the  d.ssolut.on  b.  before  the  deficiencies  of  the  Revenue  be  provided  for 
and  another  Revenue  given.  The  deficiency  of  the  Revenue  at  present  is  four  thousand 
pounds.  I  he  Ireasurer  computes  that  nil  the  Jlevenue  yet  to  come  as  it  exi.ires  next  vear 
w.ll  not  brmg  in  more  money  then  will  be  nece.ssary  to  sink  the  Bills  of  Credit  <|i'ected  by 
the  Ifevenue  .\ct  to  be  sunk.  .So  that  at  the  Expiration  of  the  Revenue  there  will  be  a  farther 
dehc.ency  of  above  lour  Thousand  pounds  more,  thus  all  the  Ollicers  of  the  Governn.ent  will  for 
more  than  two  years  be  without  a  penny  of  their  Salary,  the  n,a.n  support  of  their  family., 
wh.c..  w.ll  reduce  them  to  the  utn.ost  necessities,  and  n,y  fate  will  be  worse  than  theirs  for  I 
shall  not  only  l.v.  at  an  extraordinary  expense,  but  must  buy  fire  wood  and  candle  for  the 
Garrison   repair  the     ort  .Vc  and  p.-  v  all  the  contingent  charges  of  the  (Government  out  of  my 

h.mid  I  n,ake  no  .loubt  but  that  they  will  in  the  first  place  provide  for  the  deficiencies  .f  the 

evenue,  and  afterwanis  give  another  Revenue  before  this  expi.es  without  clogging  it  with 

ose  u,,,rece  ented  demands  which  a  new  Assen.bly  if  the  facfon  have  a  Maillri./will  do: 

Jf  tin    Assen.bly  be  dissolved  before  they  have  provided  for  the  deficiencies  of  the  iLvenu.  a 

new  As.en,bly  chosen   at  this   tin.e  will   not   make  them  good,    nor  give  another  Revenue 

otherwise  ihen  as  I  have  .lone  n.y  self  the  honor  to  mention  to  your  (Grace.     It  is  therefore  I 

Mun   ly  presunm  o,  the  highest  in.portance  to  His  Majesties  serVice  to  keep  this  Assen.blv  on 

i.."t  hi  these    lungs  are  done;  a.Go.ernor  may  soon  dissolve  them  (as  it  will  undoubtedlV  ba 

expected  from  hun  con.e  when  he  will)  this  Assembly  having  sate  ever  since  the  year  ik'S) 

.....    have.ng  notlnng  to  ask  of  a  new  one  w.lt  have  Un.e  enough  by  mild  and  gentle  methods  to 

re.  am.  the  d,sa fleeted,  .f  no,  done  to  his  hand,  a..d  to  unite  the  n.ind  of  the  people. 

th.!  'JV     .    ■  f'" ''"''7  '■"''"'^'^''  ""  """^''  "'^'  '^M"irrel  Man  of  Warr  (or  IJos.on.  to  go  from 
he,..e  t.   Knglan.i  ,n  the  statum  ship  that  the  Squirrel  relieves.     F  have  done  whatever  has 

.  loubt..  ly  had  Van   Dam  ...ve...h.d  ,.,   ,he  a.lministrati.m  of  the  (Government  she   would 
liave  felt  the  severest  an.)   mo.,  unjust  p.-rsecutuu,  ,ha,  ever  J.-.dy  suffered.     If  h.  ha.l  any 
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just  demand  on  Governor  Cosby,  which  as  Executrix  M"  Cosby  is  now  liable  to  the  Laws  are 
open  to  him  in  England  and  he  may  see  her  there,  if  he  does  not  it  will  I  think  be  plain  that 
all  his  pretences  were  calculated  to  make  a  clamor  here,  and  to  misrepresent  Gov'  Cosby  at 
home:  and  I  dare  affirm  to  your  Grace  that  most  if  not  all  Morris's  complaints  are  built  on  the 
same  foundation. 

I  humbly  implore  your  Grace's  protection  against  the  malice  of  the  implacable  enemies  of 
Governor  Cosby  who  will  most  certainly  ruin  me  if  Van  Dam  be  restored,  it  is  in  your  Graces 
power  to  prevent  it,  and  I  prepume  on  your  goodnes  and  justice  to  hope  for  it  and  humbly 
beg  leave  to  subscribe  my  self 

My  Lord 

Your  Grace's  most  liumble 

most  obedient  and  most  dutiful  serviint 

(signed)        Geo:  Clarke. 


President  Clarhe  to  the  Lorih  of  Trade. 

[  New-ToFk  Papen.  Ft,  No.  ST.  ] 

New  York  June  IS"-  173G 
My  Lords 

Since  my  last  which  I  did  myself  the  honor  to  write  to  your  Lordships  of  tlie  SO""  Mav  I 

have  had  the  pleasure  to  see  a  dayly  decrease  of  Faction,  for  my  own  part  I  give  them  no 

cause  to  complain,  and  I  hope  a  mild  and  uniform  conduct  may  at  length  put  an  end  to  the 

unhappy   divisions  in   the  Pro'-ince.     Some   things   however  may   intervene  to   defeat   my 

expectations,  but  nothing  is  so  likely  to  do  it  (except  the  restoring  Van  Dam  &  Morris)  as  a 

dissolution  of  the  present  Assembly  before  they  have  setth^d  an  other  Revenue  and  provided 

for  the  deficiencies  of  this,  which  at  present  is  about  foiir  thousand  pounds  and  will  be  four 

more  at  the  expiration  of  the  llevenue  which  will  be  next  year,  unless  made  good  before  for 

the  Treasurer  computes  that  it  will  not  bring  in  more  money  than  will  be  necessary  to  Sink  the 

Paper  money  directed  to  be  sunk  by  it  in  that  case  all  the  oflicers  of  the  Government  will 

be  undone  for  they  will  not  recti ve  a  penny  of  Salary  for  two  years  and  upwards  and  their 

Salary  is  the  cheif  support  of  their  faniilys  my  case  will  be  still  harder,  for  I  nnist  live  at  a 

greater  expence  to  support  my  character  to  countenance  and  encourage  the  friends  of  the 

(iovernment  &c     I  must  buy  firewood  and  candle  for  the  Garrison  repair  the  Fort  and  pay  all 

contingent  charges  out  of  my  own  pocket     if  this  Assembly  De  dissolved  before  t!i.'s«!  things 

be  done,  I  have  already  done  myself    the  Honor  to  inlbrni  your  Lordships  what  is  to    be 

expected  from  another  chosen  now.     It  is  therefore  of  the  highest  importance  to  his  Majesties 

Government  and  to  the  peace  and  good  of  the  Province  to  keep  this  Assembly  a  loot  till  they 

have  done  those  things.     A  (ioveriior  may  then  dissolve  them  and  it  is  most  certainly  expected 

he  should,  come  when  he  will  he  will  have  lime  before  him  to  gain  upon  the  nllectionH  of  the 

people  before  he  will  have  any  thing  to  ask  of  them,  and  before  the  expiration  of  that  Ilevenue 

happens  the    Asseuibly  may    have  something   to    ask  of  him,  lor    which    he    may  obtain    a 

Settlement  of  the  Ilevenue  for  a  further  term  of  years 
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I  beg  your  Lordsliips  to  be  assured  that  I  have  nothing  so  much  at  heart  as  His  Maiesties 
honor  ,sc  bervce  and  the  Ease  the  Quiet  &  the  Prosperity  of  this  Province   and    hJ   slnl 
spare  no  pa.ns  nor  grudge  any  expenco  to  heal  the  unhappy  Breaches  and  to  unite         n^^ 
of  the  people  &  I  dare  promise  a  good  ev.nt  if  I  have  time  given  me 

YourgLordships.to   ,vhose   great   wisdom   His   Majesty   has   committed   the  care   of  his 
plant  t.ons  wil  I  am  conhdent  weigh  what  I  have  done  myself  the  Honor  to  lay  b    ore  you 
and  u  IS  from  your  Lordships  Representation  to  His  Majesty  that  I  give  myself  the  leLt! 
hope  for  such  orders  as  may  support  me  in  the  pursuit  of'those  good  e        iTv    i    'Ci  7 
of  M     7T  L    :      ""  '°  ""'  ''  y°"^  ^"^•'^'^'>«  '''  ""■-'--'•  the  Council  from     . I  tenth 

h:;o:::d:;::d"^"  ■  ^^^^^^  °^  ''^^  ^  '-^ '--  -  -^-^^^^  -y-^^  with  th:*^;;::; 

My  Lords  Your  Humble  S« 

sg''        Ceo:  Clarke 


Sir 


President  Clarke  to  iSecretai-y  P<ypple. 

[  New-York  Papers.  Ft,  No.  :J8.  ] 

New  York  June  IS""  173G 


Yesterday  I  received  from  M'  Coidens  own  hand  who  is  now  in  Town  the  enclosed  Afnn  »r 
Letter  concern^  the  Land  petitioned  for  by  Storke  &  Livingston  You  Ji  1  perce  v    S  r  W  tht 
Map  that  most  of  the  Land  contained  within  the  square  of  six  miles  is  afready  gra I   't  "^ 
w  ueh    ,s   ungranted    of  it   is   supposed    to    be   scarce  worth    the   expence  of^P^t      1 
I  et.t.oners  there/ore  had  without  doubt  some  further  view  and  most  probably  it  w.    to  J  ! 
rant  „    all  the  Lands  on  that  side  of  the  Mohawks  River  about  one  lid  e  Vnd  t    n,  '   e 
"  lengt     and  s,x  m.les  wule.     If  they  had  succeeded  it  would  hav.  opened  a  door  to  endle 
Z7t  ""V""r""';'^  '-rweenthem  and  the  present  I>atentees  and  possessor    of  ge 
part  of  those   Lands,  and   pun..h..sors  from  the   Indians  on   valuable  considerations  of  othe 
parts  no   yet  patente.       It  would   hinder  the  Settlement  of  the  country.     Notwiths    nd    g 
the.r  pretence  of  peop hng  it  it  would  rob  the  King  in  His  Quitt  Rents  of  nigh  six  d 

pounds  a  year  and  wo-d  undoubtedly  drive  the  Mohocks  &  Oniades  two  of  the  Six  Nation 

mIoc^  rouSr"  ""  """^^    ''-''  '''   ''''"-'  ^^-'  "'   -'-'    '^  -"^"^  -« 

We  are  i»  "o  part  of  the  Province  more  careful  not  to  grant  Lands  till  they  are  first 
purchase^  of  the  iMl.ans  than  in  the  Mohocks  Country,  the  same  caution  ought  alway f  be 
nsed.  ut  I  am  persuaded  their  Lor.iships  will  discountenance  all  attempts  to  he  eon trary-I 
am  with  profound  Respect  &  Honor  ^.""irary      i 

Sir 

Your  most  obedient 

.,,„.»-.  iiunible  Servant 

Aiured  Popple  Esti"  ,, 

'  '  sg'         <'Eo:  Clabkb 


'f- 


i\'. 


m 


68 


NEW- YORK  COLONIAL  MANUSCRIPTS. 


ffoti.  CadwaTlader  Golden  to  President  Clarhe. 


[Sew-Yor!.  I'npcw,  I".,  No.  3s.] 


!ir 


In  answer  to  yours  of  the  lO""  of  last  month  I  send  you  a  Map  of  that  part  of  tlie  Mohawks 
Country  where  I  suppose  the  Lands  lye  of  wliich  M'  Stork  &  M'  Livingston  have  prayed  His 
Majeslys  Grant  in  England,  which  Map  is  made  from  the  Surveys  of  the  Lands  granted 
formerly  by  the  Governors  of  this  Province  and  which  are  lodged  in  my  office  It  is  not 
possible  from  the  Copy  of  the  Boundaries  of  that  Land  which  you  send  me  to  lay  the 
Boundaries  down  upon  this  Map  or  upon  any  other  because  something  is  omitted  necessary  to 
make  the  sense  compleat;  But  as  you  say,  c^ir,  that  the  letter  which  enclosed  the  Copy  of  the 
address  sent  you  calls  it  a  Tract  of  Land  si.v  miles  square  the  prick't  lines  on  the  Map  shew 
such  a  Tract  lying  to  the  Westward  of  the  Canada  Brook  &  on  the  Northside  of  the  Mohawks 
River  by  which  it  appears  that  the  greatest  part  of  it  is  already  granted,  and  as  to  what 
remains  iingranted  I  am  confident  no  man  would  pay  for  the  fee  of  the  Land  one  half  the 
money  that  the  charge  of  obtaining  such  a  Grant  in  England  must  amount  to.  I  therefore 
suspect  (if  I  be  right  in  guessing  what  is  meant  by  the  words  the  said  Northmcst  Spring 
mentioned  in  the  Boundaries  sent  to  me)  that  the  Petitioners  are  far  from  intending  to  obtain 
only  a  Tract  of  si.\  miles  square  but  rather  an  oblong  S,]uare  as  some  call  it  of  Six  miles  ip. 
Breadth  and  to  extend  the  whole  length  of  the  Mohawks  River  upwards  to  its  head.  This 
indeed  would  [be]  a  vast  Tract  tho'  I  do  not  with  certainty  know  the  length  of  that  River  in 
number  of  miles  and  with  the  charge  of  obtaining  the  Grant  of  it  free  of  tho  Quitt  Rents  till 
such  time  as  it  could  be  settled,  but  then  it  would  contain  at  least  thirty  miles  of  Land  already 
granted  and  settled 

It  is  very  difficult  for  the  Kings  officers,  who  live  in  the  Province  to  guard  against  Frauds  in 
petitioning  for  Lands  described  by  natural  Limits  such  as  Brooks,  Hills,  Sprin  's  &c  Tho 
actual  surveys  be  made  previous  to  the  (Irant  because  the  names  of  such  places  being  in  the 
Indian  Tongue  are  know  to  few  Christians  so  that  the  Proprietors  afterwards  are  sometimes 
tempted  to  put  those  names  uj)on  others  places  that  they  think  more  convenient  (or  them  &  it 
is  impossible  for  the  superior  officers  to  guard  against  the  unfaithfulness  of  all  those  that  they 
are  under  a  necessity  of  employing  in  surveying  lands  especially  in  remote  parts  of  the 
country.  IS'ow  Sir  if  it  be  so  difficult  for  the  officers  who  live  on  the  spot  to  prevent  abuses 
iiow  much  greater  must  it  be  at  such  a  distance  as  England  is  from  us  vvliere  the  Satuation  of 
the  [)arts  of  this  Province  is  not  in  any  manner  knowen  &  how  great  will  the  Temptations  be 
to  attempt  Frauds.  Indeed  the  common  method  of  obtaining  (irants  of  Land  in  this  Country 
is  at  so  easy  a  rate  that  I  can  not  think  that  any  man  in  this  country  would  endeavor  to 
obtain  a  (irant  in  England  upon  the  usual  (iuit  Rent.s  unless  he  had  some  thing  private  in  view 
which  he  thought  could  not  be  kept  secret  in  this  country 

This  method  of  granting  Land  in  England  if  encouraged  must  of  course  be  of  great 
prejudice  to  the  Settling  of  the  country  &  the  improving  the  uncultivated  Lands  for  considering 
the  ex|)('iice  persou[s]  who  design  to  take  grants  of  I^ands  in  tliis  Country  must  be  at  in 
purchasing  from  the  Indians  in  making  the  previous  surveys  before  the  (irant  passes  and 
in  passing  the  same  as  likewise  in  preparations  to  settle  and  improve,  none  or  few  will  attempt 
taking  a  Grant  in  this  (Jounlry,  when  it  may  happen  that  the  same   liands  are  granted  in 
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England  notwithstanding  (hat  no  man  in  tlie  Country  may  have  suspected  any  such  Design 
in  England  as  really  once  happened  in  the  Case  of  the  Equivalent  Lands 

The  office  of  Surveyor  Ceneral  of  Lands  you  know  Sir  is  not  of  inconsiderable  Trust  & 
yet  I  have  no  Sallary  from  the  Crown  either  here  or  in  England  but  am  left  from'  my 
encouragement  &  the  subsistance  of  my  Family  to  the  Perquesiles  o*"  my  office  which  will  be 
entirely  or  in  a  great  measure  lost  if  this  method  of  granting  Lands  in  England  be  encouraged 
winch  IS  a  hardship  such  as  I  hope  the  Kings  ministers  are  not  willing  to  put  on  any  officers 
ot  the  Crown  '' 

Many  more  inconveniences  may  ensue  from  this  method  by  ;  Mdng  vexatious  suits  upon 
rules  of  Lands  by  irritating  the  Indians  when  Lands  are  granted  without  purchases  &c  which 
will  natyrally  occur  to  you  the  Representation  of  which  come  more  properly  from  you  & 
which  I  beleive  you  think  of  such  consequence  to  the  Wellfare  &  Peace  of  this  Country 
that  you  will  not  fail  to  set  thein  forth 

The  answer  Sir  to  the  other  questions  you  were  pleased  to  put  to  me  I  beleive  will  arise 
from  the  inspection  of  the  Map 

I  am 

Sir 

Your  obedient 

liumble  Servant 

June  g""  173G  „„d         r-  /^ 

sg"         Cadwalladeh  Colden 

Received  June  17"> 
GC. 


■^  •»  ♦  »■  » 


The  Lords  of  Trade  to  the  Lord^  of  the  Privy  Council 

[  Ni'W-Vnrk  En(rlo!,  tit.  p.  n.  \ 

To  the  Right  Ilon"!'^  The  Lords  of  ihe  Commitlet'  of  His  Majesty's  Most  Hon'''-  Privy  Council, 
My  Lords, 

We  herewith  transmit  to  Your  Lordships  agreable  to  Your  order  of  the  .S"  Ins«  upon  the 
petition  of  Uip  van  Dam  E«i' copies  of  two  F.etters  which  we  have  received  from  M^  Clark 
now  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  IVovince  of  New  York  dated  y  2!)">  of  March  &  ?"■  of  April 
last  together  with  ('opies  of  the  Minutes  of  Council  at  New  York  on  the  2V^  day  of  November 
17^5  and  the  Hi^  of  March  17:!.;  as  also  a  State  of  M'  Van  Dam's  case  and  the  t)pinion  of 
ILs  Majesty's  Attorny  (Jen"  at  New  York  t-iereupon,  dated  the  SS"- of  Feb'/  last  and  three 
printed  pap.Ts  entit.iled  the  New  York  Weekly  Journal  dated  March  S'"  173.>  and  March  ti!)'" 
IIM  and  the  New  York  (i.i/.ette  from  March  the  2&">  to  April  /J'"  17:JC,  all  which  relate  to  the 
Suspension  of  the  said  Rip  Van  Dam  from  y*  Exec-ition  of  his  Office  of  Councillor  and  y 
settlement  of  y  administration  of  the  <  iovernment  for  the  time  being,  in  the  person  of  the 
next  eldest  Councillor  M"^  Clarke 


'ifm^ 


III 


'  Sic.  Qiif  fur.  — i:„-. 
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We  further  take  leave  to  observe  upon  this  occasion  to  Your  Lordships,  that  it  being  a  setled 
Instruction  to  all  the  Gov"  of  His  Majesty's  Plantations,  not  to  suspend  any  menihir  of  their 
respective  Councils  without  transmitting  the  Reasons  for  so  duing  to  His  \[ajesty  and  to 
this  Board,  We  presume  that  what  prevented  the  late  Col.  Cosby's  Complyance  with  this 
Instruction  upon  M'  Van  Dam's  Suspension  was  his  being  then  very  ill  in  the  sickness  of 
which  he  afterwards  dyed. 

But  Col.  Cosby's  Opinion  of  the  said  Van  Dam  and  of  the  Necessity  there  was  for  removing 

him  from  the  Council  of  New  York  may  be  collected  from  Ilis  former  letters  to  this  Board;  and 

are  stated  in  our  Representation  to  Her  Majesty  of  the  SS""  of  Anq"  last,  a  Co|)y  whereof  is 

hereunto  annexed  to  which  we  beg  leave  to  refer  Your  Lordships  for  Your  further  Information 

in  this  Case.     We  are,  My  Lords, 

Your  Lordships  most  o  ledient 

and  most  humble  Serv" 

FiTz  Walter 

T.  Pklham 

M.  Bladen 

Whitehall  Oul*  Bhidgemax 

June  y'  IS"-  1736  R.  Plumer. 


President  Clarice  to  the  DuVe  of  Kewcmtle. 

[  New- York.  8.  1".  0.,  VI  n.,  201.  ] 

June  18  173G. 
My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  receive  your  Grace's  letter  to  Gov'  Cosby  of  the  lO""  of  October 
inclosed  to  me  in  ine  from  M'  Oglethorp  dated  at  Georgia  the  W^  of  May,  wherein  he 
acquaints  me  tiiat  the  Spaniards  were  preparing  to  dislodge  them,  that  they  luid  strove  to 
corrupt  the  Indians  to  forsake  His  Majesty's  alliance  and  had  sent  for  a  large  body  of  Troops 
from  th'>  Havanna  1,  but  that  they  had  neither  Trading  goods.  Guns  nor  Powder  to  perform 
their  promises  to  the  Indians,  nor  food  to  support  their  Troops  when  they  arrive,  witliout  they 
procure  ♦.hem  from  the  English  Collonys,  That  he  was  informed  from  Charles  Town  that  the 
Spaniards  have  sr-nt  hither  to  buy  provision,?  &c.  and  desired  me  to  prevent  it  I  called  a 
Couucill  and  layd  before  t'iem  your  (traces,  and  M'' Oglethorp's  Letters,  and  having  advised 
with  them  of  the  properest  methods  to  prevent  any  supplys  from  being  sent  to  the  Spaniards, 
I  issued  an  order  to  the  Collector  not  to  clear  any  Vessell  for  St.  Augustine,  and  a  Proclamation 
forbidding  all  His  Majesty's  Subjects  to  supply  the  Spaniards  with  any  stores  of  Warr,  Trading 
goods  or  provisi  jns. 

I  wish  with  all  my  heart  it  may  have  the  effect  proposed  tho'  I  have  cause  to  fear  it  will 
not,  for  the  Vfssells  which  at  any  time  go  to  the  Havannah  or  St.  Augustine  enter  at  the 
Custom  Hous !  and  clear  for  some  English  Collony,  and  it's  supposed  that  a  sloop  ho  enter'd 
and  cleared  went  to  St.  Augustine  a  few  days  before  1  had  the  Honour  to  receive  your  Grace's 
letter.     I  presume,  My  Lord,  to  think  the  most  eflectuall  way  to  prevent  succours  being  carryed 
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co,„„,.,.J.,  and  .„l,.c„bi„g  ,„y.eU  „i.„  .h.  „„.,  p„n„„j  suL^InLd  ij,;!,  ' 

My  Lord,  ' 

Your  Grace's  most  humble  most  obedient  and 

most  dutiful  .Servant, 
(sign")         Geo.  Clarke. 


ammmio?.  of  Geonje  Clarke,  Esq.,  as  Lmttenant-Governor  of  New-Yorh. 

[  New  York  I'niicrs,  Kr.,  No.  40.] 

Caroli  R:  C:  R 

L,..  .f  Go  ernor  l,y  do„,g  and  pcrfn„„n,g  all  and  all  manner  of  lldng,  ,l,„re„L  Will! 
And  al  II„  »r„jo„y.  offloer.  and  subjoc.  wl.on,  it  ,n„y  concern  are  hereby  rerired To  T l«  J 
ZZl:T  ■•"■"7'°'"''  '"")•■  '-1  '-rovinee,  and  yon  are  ,o  observe  a  Mow  ^ 
0  d„.  i  1  ,r.cl„n,s  Iron,  „n,e  ,„  lin.o  a,  yon  ^l.all  reeeive  Iron,  JIl,  Majesty,  Hi     Com  o 

rnle.  an,  ,l,.,t  |,l„  e  „l  U„r  ,n  ..ar.nanee  of  the  Trnst  hereby  reposed  in  you.  (Hven  al 
.1..  Courf  of  Ke„„ng,o„  ,l,e  ,;,...  day  of  July  „n«  In  .he  ,e„,|.  year  !,f  Hi.  Ma,,°"  Rei;,! 

I5y  Iler  Maties  Command 

signed         IIolle.s  Newcastle 


President  C'larte  to  the  Duke  of  Xewmstle. 

I  Niw-Tork.  g.  \\  o.,  VIII.,  1iYi.\ 

My  Lord,  ^'i'"'  Vork  July  2G"'  173G. 

;.:f;;?;;r;';-i;:,r:.-,;;-::i;-- 

"'  '"-■" '"" « ■"  "• '  "~""y  "-■'  "cce.  .0  .he  ,e.i..„,'en.  of  ....orgL  o„\.v;,y  i;::,?,,!;;: 

'The  wonla  within  brnekets  are  B,l,l,-,1  fr„r„  1 1,„  !■ i  •„  n    r     .•  ^ 

^.  V.,.  IV..  „e,  i..  .hieh  .h.  ..e .. ::  ■:::::;:;;;:ii::;^:!:f  ^i;:;-::^-''^  ^--->-  ^'^  ---^  o--  a.- 
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If  the  people  have  their  health  they  will  in  a  few  years  be  too  numerous  to  fear  any  attacks 
Irom  the  Si)anmrds  and  become  a  strong  barrier  to  Carolina,  and  I  think  those  places  that  are 
frontiers  both  against  the  Spaniards  to  the  Southward,  and  against  the  French  to  the  Northward 
ought  to  have  encouragement  to  extend  their  setlements,  and  to  make  them  as  populous  as 
possible.     It  was  principally  with  this  view  and  to  augment  his  Majesties  Quit  rents  that  1 
projected  a  Scheme  to  setle  the  Mohacks  Country  in  this  Province,  which  I  have  the  pleasure 
to  hear  from  Ireland  and  Holland  is  like  to  succeed.     The  scheme  is  to  give  grants  gratis  of  an 
hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  to  the  first  five  hundred  protestant  familys  that  come  from 
Europe  m  two  hundred  acres  to  a  family,  these  being  setled  will  draw  thousands  after  them, 
'or  both  the  situation  and  quantity  of  the  Lund  are  much  preferrable  to  any  in  Pensilvania  the 
onely  Northern  Colony  to  which  the  Europeans  resort,  and  the  Quit  rents  less.     Governor 
Cosby  seni  home  the  proposals  last  Summer  under  the  Seal  of  the  Province,  and  under  his 
and  the  Council's  hands,  but  it  did  not  reach  Dublin  till  the  last  day  of  March;  had  it  come 
there  two  months  sooner  I  am  assured  by  a  letter  which  I  lately  received,  directed  to  Governor 
Cosby,  that  we  should  have  had  two  ships  belonging  to  this  place  (then  lying  there)  loaded 
with  people  but  next  year  we  hope  to  have  many  both  from  thence  and  Germany.     When  the 
Mohocks  Country  is  setled  we  shall  have  nothing  to  fear  from  Canada;- our  Beaver  Trade 
will  be  well  secured,  and  greatly  augmented,  and  the  Navigation  and  Trade  of  the  Province  in 
general  vastly  increased,  and  the  hempen  manufacture  set  on  foot,  and  I  presume  to  hope  the 
scheme  will  receive  your  Grace's  approbation  and  protection.     I  have  the  honor  to  assure  your 
Grace  that  the  Heats  and  animosities  wh.ch  lately  rnge'd  in  this  Province  are  so  much  abated 
that  from  one  end  of  the  Town  to  the  other,  nothing  of  complaint  or  party  disputes,  which 
were  lately  the  whole  conversation,  are  now  talked  of,  and  if  neiliier  Morris  nor  Van  Dam  be 
restored,  I  am  confident  that  I  shall  restore  the  Province  to  perfect  tranquility  and  to  a  more 
flourishing  condition  then  ever.     I  may  venture  to  assure  vour  (irace,  however  vain  it  may 
appear,  that  the  present  good  disposition  of  the  people  arises  in  a  great  measure  from   the 
opinion  they  have  of  me  in  a  long  experience.     The  main  things  that  remain  to  be  done  to  fix 
the  (,u,et  of  the  Province  on  a  lasting  foundation  are  to  get  this  Assembly  to  meet,  to  make 
good  the  deficiencies  of  the  present  revenue  and  to  setle  another  before  this  expires  of  which 
1  h  .ve  now  a  fair  prospect.     It  is  the  present  Assembly  that  must  do  it.     if  your  Grace  will 
vouchsafe  to  give  me  your  protection,  that  I  may  be  continued  in  the  administration  of  the 
Government  I  will  undertake  on  the  forfeiture  of  my  life  to  get  the  Assembly  to  do  those 
things  before   this  Revenue  expires,  which   will   be  in  September  1737,  but  if  a  Governor 
arrives  before  it  be  done,  the  Province  will  undoubte.lly  be  thrown  again  into  convulsions 

Zanger  has  lately  published  a  vile  paper  highly  reflecting  on  the  memory  of  Governor 
Cosby,  which  would  not  have  been  writ  I  believe  .had  not  some  warm  spirit  printed  the 
Introduction  to  Morris's  case  with  some  observations  on  it,  this  enraged  his  Son  or  one  of  his 
friends  who  in  revenge  wrote  this  scandalous  paper,  the  only  one  that  has  appeared  a  goo.l 
while:  their  Spirits  were  sunk,  they  had  nothing  to  say,  and  must  be  silent  unles  Bradford  the 
other  printer  |)rovokes  ihem,  which  I  will  endeavour  to  prevent. 

I  humbly  ask  pardon  for  the  trouble  I  give  your  (;race,  and  implore  your  protection,  and 
have  to  8ubs.-ril.e  my  self  with  the  highest  honor,  and  greatest  submission 
My  Lord 

Your  Grace's  most  humble  most  obedient  and  most  dutifull  servant 
His  ( irace  the  Duke  of  Now  Castle.  ^  "'^'""''^^        ^'""^  •  ^''^"'''' 


LONDON  DOCUMENTS!    XXV. 
President  Clarice  to  tJie  Im-cIs  of  Trade. 

[New- York  Paptr*,  Ff.,  No.  89.] 

My  Lords  New  York  July  26  1736 

.h'uLi:i?:rr2;r:LV;i',f''  "r  '^™ ""'  '■"■■°'  '"-"-y'^i-^-ip, 

tho»  who  hefor.  wo"  r„     tr   .  JeLtVo^d^  ',"  '  1'  '""'"T"'  "°"  ™  ""*  ""'"«'  "■»' 
I  .'""'Vr"  T™'""  "■'J'"""''  "■«  A»««il.lyr,„™  .he  /ir..    „e.df;  „  ,  e  „.«  ih  .0 

co«h.  .0  itt/^fir;:,;  ri  ;!:;::;^^:;7rh..■■^•/^;:;;\^^::L'"^• 

hns  put  it  o„.  of  my  p„..„  ,o  di..„lve  them  witho«  .he  Co  'e«  .     L  4  o   ,,"    Co  '„°''! 

prepare  something  for  them  before  the  div'otuin         ^''"'^  nga.nst  such  things  and 
papers  wherein  I  hope  to  s  t  nttte.    in  .  de      lit     7  1  '"^  -eet  in  answer  to  those 

w  Alexander  continues  to  absent  himself  from  Connpil  hn„;M„ 
.o,„,„„„ed  e„„  ,i„,.  .„ee  the  d„y  „„  which  Z.errclh;:^"'  °°"  "^'"""'  '"»' 
^Uumhiy  ,ec.o,„„,e„d  „y„,f  to  ,„,.  Lord.hip,  protection  h.i,„  with  .he  highe.,  honor 

My  Lords 

Vour  Lordships 

moat  humble  &  most 

obedient  Servant 

sg''        CiEo:  Clahkb 


■  M 


'  S.'i>  Molt)  1,  tM/ira  |..  lilt.  _  Kii 
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•f   . 


President  Clarice  to  the  DnJce  of  Neiocastle. 

NewVork.  8. 1'.  0^  VIII.,  208.] 

New  York  September  the  IS"-  1736. 
My  Lord 

I  humbly  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Grace  that  on  the  14""  instant  about  eighteen  or  nineteen 

of  the  Assembly  coming  to  Town  on  my  adjournment  met  in  the  House,  but  would  not  put  the 

Speaker  in  the  Chair,  after  some  discourse  they  sent  two  of  their  members  to  me  desiring  a 

copy  of  the  clauses   in   the    Commission   and    Instructions   relating   to   ihe   Suspension   of 

Councillors,  I  sent  them  to  them;  and  then  adjourned  them  to  the  next  day;  by  that  time 

they  made  up  two  and  twenty  of  the  Seven  and  Twenty  of  which   the  House  is  composed, 

and  having  debated  fhe  matter  for  some  time,  the  Speaker  not  being  in  the  chair,  young  Morris 

thinking  he  might  carry  away  so  many  as  would  reduce  the  rest  to  a  minority,  as  he  did  in 

the  Spring,  rose  up  and  mad  a  feint  to  be  gone,  and  three  or  four  following  his  example  called 

to  some  others  to  go  with  them,  but  all  the  rest  keeping  their  seats,  Morris  and  those  who 

rose  with  him  returned,  and  then  the  Majority  agreed  to  send  the  Speaker  and  another  of  their 

members  to  me  desiring  me  to  adjourn  them  to  the  Second  Tuesday  in  October,  they  assured 

me  it  would  have  a  good  effect,  and  I  complyed. 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  send  to  your  Grace  the  Papers  which  came  out  at  this  time, 
wherein  the  Malecoutents  objections  to  the  legality  of  Van  Dam's  suspension  and  my 
administration  are  stated  and  answered.  I  was  in  hopes  to  have  had  the  honor  to  receive 
from  your  Grace  His  Majesties  approbation  of  Van  Dam's  suspension,  which  would  have  put 
an  end  to  the  faction.  1  am  not  without  great  hopes  that  the  Assembly  will  sit  in  October 
and  1  promise  my  self  succes  in  their  proceedings  as  to  the  making  good  the  Deficiencies  of 
the  Revenue. 

If  your  Grace  will  be  pleased  to  give  yourself  the  trouble  to  read  the  inclosed  papers 
printed  by  Zanger  and  a  copy  of  a  manuscript  certified  by  the  Mayor  you  will  see  to  what  a 
heighlh  of  villany  they  are  arrived,  and  yet  they  do  not  pretend  any  other  cause,  then  that, 
I  have  usurped  the  administration  of  the  Government,  and  it  is  no  small  satisfaction  to  me 
that  I  have  given  them  no  other  cause  of  complaint,  nor  has  there  betn  since  the  Spring  when 
the  Assembly  was  to  meet  the  least  atirr  or  noise  about  the  town  till  now,  when  they  were 
about  to  meet  again,  all  their  strength  is  bent  to  keep  them  from  sitting  as  the  only  thing  left 
them  to  keep  up  the  appearance  of  discontent,  and  to  distress  the  Government,  but  I  hope 
they  will  fail  of  their  expectations,  and  then  1  shall  be  able  to  give  your  Grace  a  good  account 
of  the  Province. 

I  have  been  obliged  to  say  something,  in  those  papers,  wrote  on  the  side  of  the  Government,' 
to  keep  me  from  being  suspected  to  be  the  author,  which  nothing  else  could  excuse,  and  I 
Bhoul.l  blusli  to  own,  they  have  alredy  had  a  good  effect  on  the  majority  of  the  Assembly  and 
on  the  peiple.  I  humbly  beg  leave  to  recomn.end  my  self  to  your  Grace's  protection  and  to 
subscribe  myself  with  the  greatest  submission  and  honor,  My  Lord  Your  Grace  s  most  humble 
and  most  dutil'ull  servant 


His  Grace  tiie  Duke  of  New  Castle. 


(signed)        Geo.  Clakke 
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President  Clarke  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  New-York  Papen,  Ff.,  No.  64.] 

My  Lords  ^^w  York  Sepf  SO"-  1756 

Ch?rt!/*"  ^"^^f"^/  ™"J°^'^y  «f  the  Assembly  met  but  would  not  puc  the  Speaker  in  the 

concurrence  both  of  niv  friends  and  nnnnn^nf.  «r  fi     e.    .  ■     i.  P^euy  general 

latter  on  a  beleif  from  M  1  7  f  ''PP°"«"t«'  "'^  the  first  in  hopes  to  convince  the  others,  of 
latter  on  a  beleif  from  the  inclosed  paper  intituled  Sentiments  &c  that  I  would  deny  them  I 
readily  gave  into  their  request  and  sent  them  in  a  few  hours  and  then  adjourned  hemto"the 
next  ay  by  that  time  two  or  three  more  of  my  friends  came  to  town:  Some  of  ho  e  cal 
wuh  no  good  dispositions  being  convinced  by  the  Sentiments  &c  and  Bradfords  Ga  e  te  be«un 

Tu  sL  ''?  '  T'  '''  ''"J"^''^  ^^P"««'"^  «"  •-"-''-  t°  be  adjourned  t  th  s  o  d 
Tuesday  n  October  they  agreed  to  send  their  Speaker  &  another  of  their  members  to  me 
with  tha    request  who  being  my  friends  assured  me  it  would  have  a  good  effec       I  d^d 

8  gn,  cation  of  His  Majestys  approbation  of  Van  Dams  Suspension,  but  if  not  they  will  they 

Gr'a'ce  :«",""  h"v"''  l""  °"'^^'  '"  ^'^^  ' ' '^  ^°  ^ '^^  -^  '"^  *t  with'^as  go  da 
Grace  as  [  could.     Young  Morris  would  now  agau.  have  played  over  his  Game  of  the  a"' of 

April   he  made  a  feint  to  leave  the  house  and  to  carry  of!?  as  many  members  Is  wud  have 

h.m  sate  down  again.  If  the  Assembly  sits  as  its  thought  they  will  I  hope  soon  to  give  your 
Lordships  a  good  account  of  the  Province.  i-         ■■  lo  gi\e  your 

I  have  been  obliged  my  Lords  in  those  papers  wrote  on  the  side  of  the  (Jovernm-  to  sav 
«omet  ing  rom  being  suspected  to  be  the  author,  which  I  should  otherwise  blush    o  sat  tl    V 
have  already  had  a  good  effect.     1  likewise  do  me  myself  the  honor  to  send  your  Lo^ds  ips 
some  o    t lie  opposite  papers  by  which  you  will  see  to  what  a  height  of  Villany  their  p^s'o 
but  with  al    this  It  IS  a  great  pleasure  to  me  that  they  have  notliing  to  compL  n        .r  tS 
they  say      have  usurped  the  administration  of  the  (iovernment.     tL  Summer  Lea     ltd 
very  quietly  an    so  would  the  fall  have  done  had  I  not  called  the  Assembly  together  for  wMch 
here  IS  an  absolute  necessity,  they  know  that  that  is  the  only  way  they  can  distress  me   a^d 
they  lend  all  their  force  to  keep  them  from  sitting  but  that  j,oiut  o'nce  gai     d       the  n      '^h  <1 
soon  put  them  to  s  ence  which  will  effectually  restore  the  Aovince  to  its  form     ta  q'u   I  ty 
linmHy  .commend  myself  to  your  Ldps  Protection,  and  am  with  the  most  profound  hII 

My  Lords 

Your  Lordships 

most  humble  and 

most  obedient  Servant 
(sg'')         Geo:  Clarke 


K    '■  .a 


I 


re 
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President  Clarice  to  the  Duke  of  Ne^oaadh. 

t  New-rork.  S.  P.  O.,  VIII.,  209.  ] 

New  York  October  7"'  1736. 
My  Lord 

1  am  sorry  that  I  have  so  soon  occasion  to  give  your  Grace  the  trouble  of  another  letter,  but 
the  faction  having  prevailed  on  M'  Van  Dam's  weaknes  to  a  greater  degree  then  could  be 
imagined,  I  think  my  self  bound  in  Duty  to  acquaint  your  Grace  veith  it  by  presenting  to  you 
a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Lards  of  Trade,  with  the  papers  therein  referred  to,  presuming  that 
they  contain  (if  not  a  full  account  of  all  the  folly  and  madnes  of  the  faction,)  enough  to  give 
your  Grace  a  view  of  the  present  situation  of  affairs. 

I  beseech  your  Grace  to  be  assured  that  I  will  never  fail  to  maintain  His  Majesty's  Royal 
Authority  to  the  utmost  of  my  power  and  to  the  last  penny  I  have  in  world.  Never  was 
any  man  so  distressed  as  I  am,  there  is  not  a  farthing  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  contrary  there  is  a 
great  deficiency  in  the  Revenue,  I  am  obliged  to  defray  all  expenses  out  of  my  own  pocket, 
and  shall  continue  to  do  so  in  support  of  the  Government  tho  I  and  my  family  are  thereby 
reduced  to  the  utmost  want,  hoping  from  your  Grace's  [favor]  and  protection  that  His  Majesty 
will  be  graciously  pleased  to  continue  me  in  the  administration  of  the  Government,  there  is  no 
other  way  by  which  I  can  possibly  be  preserved  from  ruin,  for  if  a  Governor  comes  whilst  I 
labour  under  a  heavy  load  of  debt  which  I  am  daily  contracting  in  my  present  circumstances 
I  can  hope  for  litle  relief  from  the  Assembly,  wiien  I  have  no  influence  over  them,  and  if  this 
Assembly  be  dissolved,  another  will  not  make  good  the  deficiencies  of  the  Revenue  nor  give  a 
new  one  especially  if  it  be  chosen  before  the  faction  be  broke,  and  the  people  reclaimed  from 
their  madnes,  and  for  that  reason  chiefly  if  not  solaly  it  is  that  all  their  strength  is  bent  to 
keep  this  Assembly  from  sitting. 

We  are  informed  by  private  letters  from  Merchants  in  London  that  it  is  his  Majesties  pleasure 
that  M"  Cosbv  shall  have  a  pension  paiJ  her  by  whoever  succeeds  Governor  Cosby.  I  heartily 
rejoice  at  every  instance  of  Royal  favour  to  her,  and  cannot  brc  think  it  a  high  act  of  Justice 
in  recompense  for  her  sufferings  here.  I  have  done  my  self  the  honor  to  congratulate  her  upon 
it,  {ind  humbly  ask  your  Grace's  pardon  for  presuming  to  mention  it  to  you. 

A  few  days  will  resolve  me  whether  the  Assembly  will  sit  or  no,  if  they  do,  as  they 
promised  on  my  adjournment  they  would,  I  have  great  hopes  that  I  shall  put  to  silence  these 
seditious  spirits,  You.-  Grace  I  presume  will  readily  believe  that  I  have  a  very  hard  task,  but  I 
shall  bear  up  under  it,  I  hope,  in  such  a  manner  as  may  justify  me  to  His  Majesty,  and  gain 
your  Grace's  approbation  and  protection. 

I  humbly  beg  and  presume  to  hope  that  your  Grace  will  be  pleased  to  send  me  full  powers 
and  instructions  to  put  an  end  to  the  present  distractions  and  their  pretended  doubts,  and  I 
humbly  propose  it  to  your  Grace's  consideration  whether  it  will  not  be  proper  that  I  should 
have  on  this  occasion,  a  power  to  pardon  Treason  ;  Van  Dam,  Alexander  and  Smith  linve 
alredy  trod  very  near  it,  and  if  they  should  go  further  and  draw  i-i  many  unwary  people  with 
them,  I  presume  your  Grace  will  think  it  neces.sary.  If  .Tames  Alexander,  William  Smith 
and  Lowis  Morris  Junior  the  author  of  the  seditious  papers,  with  John  Peter  Zanger  their 
printer  were  sent  to  England  the  spirit  of  faction  would  he  intirely  broke,  but  this  at  present 
1  dare  not  venture  to  do  without  orders,  being  by  His  Mnjesties  iS'"  instruction  forbid  to  send 
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any  prisoners  to  England  without  sufficient  proof  of  their  Crimes  to  be  transmitted  with  them, 
and  i  have  no  other  proof  at  present  against  any  of  them  then  the  appointment  of  Corporation 
Utticers  by  Van  Dam,  wherein  it  appears  that  Alexander  assisted  as  a  Councillor. 

The  printer  on  promise  of  a  pardon  might  be  a  strong  witnes  and  help  us  to  more.  By  the 
next  ships  I  hope  to  have  tiie  honor  to  acquaint  your  Grace  that  the  face  of  affairs  are  then 
altered  lor  the  better.  I  humbly  beg  leave  to  recommend  my  self  again  to  your  Grace's 
protection  and  to  subscribe  my  self  with  the  most  profound  honor  and  submission  My  Lord 

\our  Grace's  most  humble 

most  obedient  and  most  dutifull  servant, 

H.8  Grace  the  Duke  of  New  Castle.  (Signed )        Geo :  Clahke. 


Sir. 


Preddent  Clarke  to  Secretary  Popple. 

[New-York  Papers,  Ff.,  No.  42.] 

New  York  Oct :  7"'  1736 


As  the  inclosed  letters  to  their  Lordships  with  the  papers  in  them  will  be  in  your  hands  I 
forbear  to  give  you  the  trouble  of  a  repetition  of  them  in  this.  You  will  see,  Sir  to  what  a 
height  Faction  runs  and  how  eagerly  these  men  would  sacrifice  the  Pea.j  of  the  Country  to 
their  own  private  views,  and  what  an  administration  we  should  have  had  if  M'  Van  Dam  had 
not  been  suspended,  he  was  ever  a  weak  man  but  now  his  great  age  makes  him  weaker— It 
is  our  great  unhappiness  that  no  orders  have  yet  come  to  me  from  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  or  from  their  Lordships,  it  is  that  that  kept  the  assembly  from  sitting  and  made 
them  desire  this  adjournment,  in  hopes  I  should  have  some  in  the  mean  while  and  it  is  to 
keep  them  from  sitting  that  these  virulent  papers  are  published  and  these  mad  steps  taken. 
All  the  Council  that  are  in  Town  except  M'  Alexander  act  very  heartily  with  me  and  Doctor 
Coldens  sentiments  who  has  been  for  some  time  in  the  woods  surveying  and  intends  to  be 
here  in  about  ten  days  are  best  known  by  his  own  words  I  had  a  letter  from  him  to  day  dated 
the  27'"  of  the  last  month  wherein  is  this  passage  which  mv  present  situation  warrants  m.  to 
transcribe  "Your  prudence,  Sir,  and  patience  in  the  conduct  of  the  pubiick  affairs  gives  me 
"  much  pleasure,  your  persevering  in  the  same  method  1  think  can  not  fail  of  success  unless 
"  prevented  by  foreign  accidents  which  a  wise  man  can  not  guard  against,  mav  you  receive 
"  your  reward  in  the  good  effects  of  restoring  peace  &  contents  to  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
•'  Province,  and  I  shall  for  the  promoting  these  good  purposes  do  every  thing  in  the  power 
"ofSir&c"  J  fe    .1  uic  power 

I  hope  their  Lordships  will  now  think  it  highly  necessary  that  Van  Dams  Suspension  be 
confirmed  and  expressly  declared  to  be  so  from  the  beginning  Alexander  dismissed  and  M'  John 
Moore  &  M"  Paul  Richard  appointed  in  their  Room  and  I  presume  to  ask  your  favor  in  it  you 
will  see.  Sir,  t.ieir  way  of  writing,  and  I  hope  that  whatsoever  orders  are  sent,  they  may  be  so 
clearly  expressed  that  those  men  may  be  driven  from  all  their  shifts,  but  I  ask  pardon  for 
interposing  my  opinion  an<l  beg  you  will  be  so  good  to  move  their  Ldps  to  some  speedy  & 
ertectuiil  Resolution 


^'.■; 
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Pardon  me,  Sir,  for  presuming  to  enclose  to  yon  my  letters  to  M'  Walpole  Coll  Bladen  and 
M'  Le  Heup  I  was  afraid  some  trick  might  be  plaid  me,  if  I  had  sent  them  single  and  I  know 
not  which  way  to  guard  against  it  so  well  as  this  and  as  they  relate  to  the  publick  affairs,  I 
the  more  assuredly  hope  you  will  forgive  it 

I  am  with  great  respect  &  honor 
Sir 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant 


sg" 


Geo :  Clarke 


President  Clarice  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  New- York  Pnpcrs,  Ff.,  Mo.  48.  ] 

New  York  Ocf  T"-  1736 
My  Lords 

On  the  IS"-  of  the  last  month  we  had  by  the  Post  the  news  of  Morris's  being  arrived  at 

Boston  the  faction   were  busy  contriving  ways  to  keep  the  Assembly  from  Meeting  on  the 

adjournment  I  gave  them  at  their  own  request,  they  thought  if  the  Corporation  of  this  city 

questioned  my  authorily  and  refused  to  submit  to  it  it  would  have  a  great  influence  upon  the 

members;  the  Majority  of  the  Corporation  being  entirely  at  the  Beck  of  the  Faction  and  for 

the  most  part  men  of  Low  class  were  easily  persuaded  to  their  measures,  the  anniversary  day 

whereon  the  Gov'  or  Commander  in  cheif  nominates  the  Mayor  Sheriff  and  Coroners  viz  2Sf^ 

Sept'  being  at  hand  the  Common  council  met  &  sent  the  Mayor  &  Town  Clerk  to  me  to  desire 

I  would  appoint  no   officers  for  the  ensuing  year  or  to  appoint  the  present  ones  for  by  the 

Ciiarter  they  are  to  continue  till  new  ones  are  sworn  they  delivered  their  message  and  told  me 

but  not  by  direction?,  that  the  Common  Council  intended  to  present  a  memorial  of  which  they 

had  a  draught  ready  prepared,  desiring  me  not  to  appoint  &  to  present  the  like  to  M'  Van 

Dam  pretending  that  they  were  fearfull  of  their  CLarter  if  they  should  accept  of  any  oflicers 

appointed  by  me  and  His  Majesty  should  think  fit  to  replace  M'  Van  Dam,  when  in  truth 

this  was  only  a  fetch    to  get  some  acknowledgement  that  I  doubted  of  my  authority  and  then 

to  spread  it  abroad  to  keep  the  Assembly  from  meeting  I  returned  an  answer  to  the  Message 

that  1  would  to  the  utmost  of  my  power  protect  the  City  in  all  their  just  rights  liberties  and 

priviledges  and  in  the  nomination  of  such  olficers  as  are  to  be  appointed  by  me  I  would  make 

the  directions  of  the  Charter  the  rule  of  my  actions  and  hoped  no  man  would  attempt  any 

innovations  that  may  be  prejudicial  to  the  city,  two  days  after  I  gave  that  answer  they  held  an 

an  other  Common  Council  and  sent  some  of  their  members  to  M""  Van  Dam  to  ask  him  if  he 

would  appoint  who  told  them  as  I  am  informed  that  when  the  day  of  nomination  came  on  he 

would  let  them  know  what  he  would  do,  the  29"'  of  Sept'  came  but  no  memorial  1  summoned 

his  Majesties  Council  in  the  morning  as  usual  &  by  their  advice  appointed  the  ollicers  of  the 

present  year  for  the  year  ensuing  and  sent  a  copy  of       •  minute  of  Council  to  the  Town 

Clerk  the  same  day  M'  Van  Dam  sent  as  I  am  told  to  the  Aldermen  acquainting  them  that  he 

intended  that  day  to  appoint  their  officers  and  in  the  afternoon  summoned  me  and  the  rest  of 
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Z  ?  \  I  ri,    !?"  ''.^°'"  ^'  '^''  ^^y  ^PP"'"*^'^  to  meet  him  i„  council  at  his  house 

but  none  went  but  M'  Alexander  who  has  never  since  the  day  of  Gov'  Cosbya  death  tho' 
constaruiy  summoned  appeared  in  Council  with  me  what  Van  Dam  did  will  appear  toM^ 
Lordsh.ps  by  the  enclosed  paper  No  A'  the  next  day  I  held  a  council  again     nd'wrwenino 

;:;:;^^j^:^tr  ^e^r  trr  .:t^^  s:nn  % "  r  -  ri  ^^'- 
::r:f  ;r^ ':  r  ^"^  r- ^  -'-- ''  -  s:!^;^  th:  :m?„ir  ;h?coL^:,r 

made   o  .t  a  .d  ordered  to  be  issued  No  B.     So  soon  as  it  was  known  that  Van  Dam  haraken 

n   Town"  •  TTk  ^'Z  '"  T"""'  ^'"'^'^'  ''  ''''  ''"'^  ^^  -«  '^  --"ve  from  my     ouse 

loXmr  frt  ^rist^Vth- Tenju;  T^'t  LVmri  ^  •  "^^'^  ^^^  ^ 
i,o,r„   „         1    I   •  .  °  'ciijjiu  1  can  I  leu  most  peop  e  imaome  that  Ipttura 

prepared  a  paper  and  on  t^^^of  Zt  mber    „  U  o^^^  consequence  whereof  they 

they  were  vo, ,ng  for  aldermen  to  sign  ".^^^Z^i: ll^Z ::t  foul  Voltn  u'1 

th.  .,M  r      !      ^  ^'''  "^'"•"■«tration  of  the  Government  in  some  of  the  wards 

bv  o  e™;  H  ""'  ',"  "*'"  ''  '°  ^'"  ^'^^^P'^  '^""  t*^"  't  --  notwithstanding  spok  of  to"  m 
by  oth  rs  yet  the  people  would  not  sign  it.  it  has  been  said  (as  1  have  been  informed  )  by  sev  r^ 
of  the  facfon  at  several  times  that  Morris  had  done  what  he  could  but  3ince  he  c  uld  not  b 

:  tty  'Ik  ^.^rki" "" ''':  ^""^j '-'''  ''"^ '' '"-''  ^'^y  --  ^«  the,:::;:!: ;:  i 

b1w...i-i  I  ^'"'"eMc  as  iney  tall  it  No  D,     I  own  I  am  much  surprised  Van  Dam 

wly     :  d  Lw    ,hn  in  to    ;T  "  '"''  'r""  ''  "  ^^^^^'^''^  ^  "^"">^  '^*''--'^'  ^  ^hat  this 
way  tne  d  ew  Inm  mto  that  unwarrantable  step,  your  Lordships  may  be  surprised  th-it  so 

^any  months  havng  p=.sed  since  I  have  had  the  administration  of  the  Governm'  irmy      „ds 

ti  r  es°i;  :xrow"7 '''''  '^'^" ''  ^'^"  ^^"^ ''  ^'-""^  --  -t  ^"  this  zz':: : 

effl.c  nX  n    .     J  ^  u""'   "  "°  ^"y  ^y  ^^'^'^  they  can  distress  the   Government  so 

f      ev    holl  sit^;^^^  ^'"'"^""^  ''"^*^^-«t  cause  to  appreheTha 

1  Inn   '^^rlV  .  '''  '^?  "^  th«  people  will  be  opened,  they  will  see  for  themselves  and  be 

no  longer  led  by  those  who  have  hitherto  misguided  them,  they  had  hopes  from  the  pLi^Lt: 

N:j^r;:::?L;z::;;;':z^~;!:::;:'^  ^^"'^-^^^  r-  '^^«'  "'^  ^"^-^^--cn  or.,,  r......  or 

«Pl..'»ri„g.  a„,l  the  r  st  n..Mo  ,  „,        ll"  „  '  "f  ™"""'""'^-'- '"  (-''^  or  tho   Province,   and  James  Al.xanJer 

n.e  their  a.,vice  oone^.     i^X    P  -     .            or"7  r'^U               """  '""™""''  ^"  '""*  "  '^"'•"■■"  "'""''  ""'  ''^-  """'^  ">  »-"- 

Cor„eliu»  Van  Home.   MaVo   ■  Wim  S^^  '  "''^"-  '"  ^'-^  ''^f""'^   "■'P-'-J 

enduing  year.     Ru- vIn  dYm."! Ku!  '"■'                        ''"''^'  "''^'^i"' ""J  ''''^''"'•'l  Ni-^""^  ooroner.  ror  the 
'  Sic.  Qu  »  sent. 
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Beliaviorof  the  Assembly  in  the  Spring  that  they  would  meet  no  more  but  when  coi.trary  to 

tlieir  expectations  they  found  they  came  together  in  September  that  the  acted  more  rationally 

and  that  the  majority  sent  to  me  to  desire  a  short  adjournment  (in  hopes  that  I  should  in  the 

mean  time  receive  some  orders)  for  notwithstanding  Zengers  audacious  denyal  the  majority 

did  send  the  speaker  &  an  other  member  to  me,  they  resolved  to  make  a  bold  push  and  at  any 

rate  to  attain  their  ends  &  the  anniversary  day  for  Election  of  Aldermen  &  common  Council 

&  for  the  nomination  of  the  mayor  &c  being  to  come  about  during  the  time  of  this  last 

adjournment  they  thought  no  season  so  favorable  as  that,  I  am  fully  perswadel  that  if  the 

Assembly  sit  I  shall  be  able  to  break  the  Neck  of  the   Faction  and  get  the  deficiencies  of 

the  Revenue  made  good,  and   I  am  bold  to  affirm  to  your  Lordships  that  if  the  Assembly 

be  not   continued   till    the    Province  is  restored    to  its  tranquillity  an  other  Assembly  will 

neither  make  good  the  deficiencies  of  the  present  Revenue  nor  give  an  other,   but  by  their 

presumptuous  attempts  on   His  Majestys  Royal  Prerogative  will  throw  the  Province   into 

the  extremest  convulsions 

These  City  officers  to  whom  Van  Dam  has  nominated  talk  of  acting  but  how  he  will  give  them 
commissions  I  can't  see  I  have  the  Seal  Commission  &  Instructions  he  must  either  grant  the 
Commissions  in  his  own  name  or  in  the  Kings  under  his  own  Seal  I  beg  your  Lordships  to 
be  assured  that  it  shall  be  my  first  &  principal  care  to  reclaim  the  People  by  mild  methods 
without  departing  from  my  duty  or  prostituting  His  Matys  Authority.  The  Defection  is  cheifly 
confined  to  the  City  where  the  Ring  leaders  of  the  male  contents  dwell  we  hear  nothing  of  it 
from  the  Counties.  If  there  were  not  two  companieo  of  the  Kings  forces  in  Garrison  here  the 
Faction  would  probably  take  arms  but  fear  I  beleive  restrains  them  now 

I  think  the  Ring  leaders  have  already  gone  too  far  &  if  they  should  go  further  and  draw 
unthinking  and  ignorant  people  in  with  them,  I  humbly  presume  that  it  will  be  necessary  that' 
I  should  have  power  and  Instructions  to  pardon  Treason  1  am  forbid  by  His  Matys  45"" 
Instruction  to  send  home  any  prisoners  without  sufficient  proof  of  their  crimes  to  be  so 
transmitted  with  them  and  I  have  no  regular  proof  but  Zengers  papers  &  Van  Dams 
appointment  of  the  City  Officers  If  James  Alexander,  William  Smith  and  Lewis  Morris  J' 
the  authors  of  those  papers  with  their  Printer  Zenger'  were  sent  home  it  would  put  an  [enjd 
to  the  Faction  &  Zenger  on  promise  of  Pardon  might  be  a  strong  witness  &  direct  us  to  others 
Your  Lordship's  will  see  No  E  &  F.  That  Alexander  has  been  duly  summoned  and  never 
appeared  in  Council  since  the  last  affidavits  of  this  kind  that  I  did  myself  the  honor  to  send  to 
your  Lordships,  I  humbly  recommend  myself  to  your  Lordships  Protection  and  am  with  the 
greatest  Honor 

My  Lords 

Your  Lordships 

most  humble  and 

most  obedient  Servant 
Sg''         (lEo:  Clarke 

'  John  PuTKR  Zesueu  WHS  lioni  in  Germnny  in  tlie  year  1C97,  nnd  arrived  in  New -York  in  company  with  Johanun,  UU 
widowed  mollier,  a  brotlier  and  a  siater,  in  the  summer  of  1710,  beint,'  one  of  the  Palatines  sent  out  that  year  by  Qneen  Anne's 
government.  On  the  '.iCth  Oetober  following,  being  then  in  his  thirteenth  year,  ho  was  bound  upprentiee  to  William  Kradford, 
Printer,  for  tlie  term  of  cii;ht  yars.  After  hi»  time  was  expired  he  set  \ip  business  ou  his  own  account,  and  in  1733  began 
the  publication  of  tlie  New -Yoik  Weekly  Journal.  It  was  tlie  second  newspaper  cstablislieil  in  the  province,  and,  being 
opposed  to  the  government,  was  proseewt.d  and  publicly  burnt  Zenger  himself  \'aa  imi)risoned.  lie  died  in  1740,  leaving 
his  papor  to  be  printed  by  his  widow.  —  Eo. 
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President  Clarke  to  the  Duhe  of  Jsfexoca-stle. 

[Now-Tork.  (8.  P.  O.)  VIII.,  222.] 

My  Lord,  New  York  October  14"'  1736. 

-y  administration,  with' ut  pZ  g'theSp  'e  fn  ZV  ^V"  '^'"'^""^  '''  '^^'^"^y  "'^ 
when  they  were  to  put  the  q'uestio'n  whet  e  or  o  ty  Zld  sSj  .  'T  'l  '''''''''' 
some  of  them  told  me,  thev  should  Hp  M.  ♦  .7  "^  ^"^^  '*  '«  thought,  and 

the  morning  before  hrLTe  It  I  ht  m"7  ' '^"'''*°" ''■•  «'"'"g.  however  early  in 
instruction  dated  the  first  o  Jul  drP^r  17"'  '"  "'"''  ^^^  "^''^''''^^  "•^'^'^'-''^l 
immediately  summoned  teCouncI  d  '..  '  ""  °'  ''"^"  '"''^  '''  '"'^y^'  ^^-''y-  I 
presently  spread  through  le  Tow  'mf  r\  1'  P""'"'"''  "P^""^^  '*'  ^"'^  *^«  "«-«  •-'"? 
They  expressed  m  c  '  o'  ^  7  ,:j7l:^,t  R  """'  "'T  ^'  "''  ^°  "'^"^  ^  ^^^^^  '"' 
.  adjourned  themselves  to  th^  ,hvw  en  r  1.  n  "''""'  ^^^  '^'  ''^''^''  ''"  *^«  C'^^""'  ""^ 
they  appear  to  be  verj  tallrs^::/"    ;?'r;:r:-:;  t:t  7 '^^ 

broke.     The  Corpoat  o„  c--  T.  *"  '    "    •  ^     ''  ""  ^''"'  "'''"''""  ''  ""^  '"^'^^'^ 

..r  p     h  r:— ^^^^^  .sua.  ij: 

pre'L^r    :eV:L:rrtl^  rstolTutrd ""■•"  '[  "^  '-  "'  -y  Or.l'::rnstruetion 
none,  and  btlieLl  I  shou  d  hnl  ^      V"  '  '?"''"'"  "''■*"""  ^'^'^''"'^'^  'hat  he  knew  of 

MorrL-sarriv  r  ^fo      ecalZw:     H  Tr  'f .'"  ~t  from  Boston  soon  after 

not  restored,  nor  he  Mi  ved  Tou  d  b!  till     'r       "'  '"  ""  ""^  ^^'^  ^'"•^'  ^^  I^-"  -- 

Governmentproperly  h  g  Tote  dt  .tt?"""^;;""'  '"'^^  '"  ^'^  ""'-^^  ^'"^  ''- 
or  making  out  for  me,  and  t hat  lie  off^r"  J       V      '""  '"'^^  '''  ''^  ^'"'^  "^''y  '"^^■•"-tion  made 

Journal  «?  the  U-^  ir:  a  \  dtt.  e^  T'l^.t '/:h  'Z  7  ''"'''  '  ^"  ^"  ^'^"^^^ 
other  order  relating  to  the  Governnlnt  IW  ,,  ^  ^^  "°  ^"'^'^  "''d^'-^  "or  any 
Son  startled  the  Assembly  aT  confirm^  I  \''VZ  ]'  ^''^''^''^'^^^  ^^  the  Father  and 
administration  of  the  Gove'^^^nrent  b  lonTeH  'y'''''''^'^\P^-P'^  *»  their  opinion  that  the 
day  to  swear  the  Mayor  a'do.totlwlm'he  Ini"'  '"  f  ""  "^^'^^^  °"  ^'^"^ 
might  have  been  attended  with  fataf  ons    "enel  L        "T!  '"'"  ''""■  P'"'^^'^^'  ^'"^•h 

Royal  authority,  and  have  protected^^S  ^^    m^lt  rbl^Tr;tt"'V''^^^^^"^ 

near  if  not.  Ilfgh  Treason  call  L  ::ml  sTve  I!";  pirv^T  ^"'  TT  °' ;'^'"  ^^^^ 

could  be  distinguished  from  the  rest   for  h.  i,  r  '  ?^  '""  ""'"  '""'"'"y  ^^'i«''  ^e 

been  wholly  guided  by  Alex  nder  Sn^i  h   M     ^."^"^'""'P-^^'^  «*' J-'s'-'g  '-  bimself,  and  has 
generally  bdi'eved  that  C  ptli    Mot"^  '  ^^  1"°""  '''  ^""'  ''  '«  ""^ 

-.as  any  man.  but  of  L.t  .  have  uo^X;--  Sy'I^  hi  Z;^^:^: 
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well.    It  is  believed  that  Alexander  will  apply  in  England  for  his  Majesties  pardon,  but  surely, 

My  Lord,  no  man  ever  deserved  it  les,  'tis  to  him  as  much  or  more  than  to  any  one  that  all 

the  past  sedition  is  owing  Van  Dam  has  been  only  a  tool  in  his  hands,  and  I  presume  to  think 

is  to  be  considered  in  this  case  as  an  Idiot,  he  is  alredy  severely  punished  in  his  purse  for 

Morris,  Alexander  and  Smith  have  undone  him  he  is  an  object  of  His  Majesties  mercy  and  I 

truly  wish  he  had  it,  notwithstanding  he  would  have  shewn  nie  none  had  1  been  in  his  power ; 

for  the  others,  they  may  be  punished  and  no  man  pity  them,  for  even  the  mob  wlio  lately 

favoured  them  for  Van  Dam's  sake,  would  now  for  his  sake  too,  see  them  fall  without  regret, 

BO  sudden  a  turn  as  things  have  taken  is  rarely  seen,  every  man  rejoices  or  seems  to  rejoice  on 

the  occasion,  those  who  two  days  ago  cryed  Hosanna  to  Morris,  now  cry  crucify  him.     I 

humbly  beg  your  Grace  that  I  may  have  orders  how  to  proceed  against  these  delinquents,  at 

present  I  am  pleased  with  the  happy  turn  without  appearing  to  have  further  views  lest  too 

many  should  be  driven  to  despair,  but  when  things  are  setled,  and  the  memory  of  them  grown 

staler,  I  shall  then  be  able  without  fear  of  new  disorders  to  execute  what  commands  I  receive. 

A  Gentleman  who  is  going  to  Boston  waits  for  this  where  I  hope  it  will  find  a  conveyance,  I 

therefore  intreat  your  Grace's  pardon  for  whatever  faults  my  haste  may  have  committed, 

humbly  imploring  your  Grace's  protection,  and  leave  to  subscribe  my  self  with  the  greatest 

submission  and  honor, 

My  Lord, 

Your  Grace's  most  obedient 

and  most  dutifull  servant 
(signed)        Geo  Clarke 


<    n    »    ■■   » 


President  Clarice  to  (lie  Lords  of  Trade. 

t  New-York  Papers,  If.,  No.  47.  ] 

New  York  Oct.  IS'"  173G 
My  Lords 

It  is  with  pleasure  not  to  be  expressed  that  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inform  your  Lordships 

that  when  Morris  &  his  son.  Smith  &  Alexander  had  wrought  the  people  to  a  pitch  of  Rebellion 

and  they  were  the  next  day  determined  to  commit  some  open  act,  I  had  the  Honor  on  the  IS"" 

Instant  to  receive  Her  Majestys  Instruction  directed  to  me  ordering  the  form  of  prayer  for 

the   Uoyal   Family  I  immediately  summoned  the   Council   opened  it  in  their  presence  and 

communicated  it  to  them  the  members  of  the  Assembly  were  then  going  to  meet  to  determine 

whethrr  or  no  they  would  sit  but  hearing  of  the   Instruction  most  of  them  came  to  me  to 

whom  I  shewed  it  they  went  strait  to  their  House  put  the  Speaker  in  the  chair  and  adjourned 

to  the  next  day  when  I  sent  to  them  &  spoke  to  them  as  your  Lordships  may  be  pleased  to 

see  by  the  inclosed  telling  them  after  I  had  made  my  speech  that  the  council  were  to  sit  by 

themselves  without  me  —  So  sudden  a  Turn  and  so  universal  a  joy  upon  the  Signification  of 

the  Instruction  are  rarely  heard  of,  the  common  cry  now  runs  against  those  others  that  I  named 

every  one  pitys  Van  Dam,  &  so  do  I  too  he  has  been  misled  by  them  who  took  hold  of  his 
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weakness.     I  hi<pe  whatever  orders  are  sent  to  me  about  the  others  he  will  be  favorably 
dealt  with  ■' 

The  Assembly  Nnve  but  u  short  time  to  sit  because  of  the  approaching  winter  the  tenth  of 
November  being  the  latest  day  that  Sloops  venture  up  the  River  what  they  will  be  able  to  do 
in  that  time  I  can't  tell  they  are  in  a  very  good  temper  and  I  am  perfectly  easy  in  my 
a<imm.strat.on  and  make  no  doubt  if  His  Majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  continue  me  in 
.t  for  a  tune,  I  shal  be  able  to  put  the  Province  in  a  more  flourishing  condition  then  it  has 
hUherto  known  humbly  recommend  myself  to  your  Lordships  Protection  and  am  with  the 
highest  honor  and  regard 

My  Lords 

Your  Lordships 

most  humble  and 

most  obedient  Servant 
Bg*        Geo:  Clarke 


Ijirds  of  Trade  to  President  Clarice, 

[  New-Tork  Entrie*,  M.,  p.  82.  ] 


George  Clarke  Esq' 


Sir, 

We  have  received  Yours  of  the  3-  &  29""  of  May.  12">  of  June  2G"«  of  July,  and  have  seen 
what  you  wrote  to  our  Sec'^  in  Your  letters  of  the  SS'"  of  May  &  IS  of  July  last,  We  have 
also  received  the  several  papers  you  therein  mention  to  be  inclosed,  and  we  cannot  but 
congratulate  you  upon  the  tranquility  which  seems  in  a  great  measure  to  have  been  restored  to 
the  province  by  your  prudent  and  steady  conduct  during  the  time  that  some  people  were  using 
all  possible  means  to  disturb  your  administration.  We  hope  that  by  this  time  you  may  have 
received  his  Majesty's  Commission  appointing  you  Lieut  Gov'  of  the  Province  and  that  you 
may  soon  be  enabled  to  induce  the  Assembly  to  raise  a  proper  Fund  to  supply  the  Deficiency 
which  you  mention  in  the  Revenue  of  the  Province,  as  also  to  pass  an  Act  for  raising  another 
before  that  at  present  subsisting  shall  expire. 

We  shall  be  glad  to  hear  by  Your  next  Letters  what  progress  has  been  made  in  the  Proposals 
you  mentioned  to  us  in  Your  Letter  of  the  28'^  of  May  last,  for  making  a  settlement  of  foreign 
I  rotestants  in  the  Province  So  we  bid  you  heartily  farewell,  and  are 

Your  very  loving  friends, 

and  humble  Servants 

FiTz -Walter 

....  Tho:  Pelham 

Whitehall  r-     o  n 

„      ,  Col"  Blade.\ 

Octo"'  y  21"  1737  M,  n 

^  M'  Pluaiek. 
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Lieutenaut-Govcrnor  Clarke  to  the  Duke  of  JVeiocastle. 

[Now-York.  S.  V.  O.,  VIII.,  228.] 

, ,     ,      ,  New  York  Nov.  23''  1736. 

My  Lorin 

On  the  29'""  of  the  last  month  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  Her  Majesty's  Commission 
appointing  me  Lieutenant  Governor  of  tiiis  Province,  and  beg  tcnye  to  return  your  Grace  my 
most  humble  thanlis  for  your  protection.  The  Assembly  were  then  sitting  but  as  iheir 
meeting  was  put  oif  by  the  arts  and  intrigues  of  the  faction,  and  their  own  fea>-s,  till  it  was 
late  in  the  fall,  the  short  time  they  bad  lefi  was  not  sufficient  for  them  to  enter  into  .in  inquiry 
and  to  make  good  the  defirienciej.  of  the  Revenue,  they  resolved  however  to  do  it  the  next 
summer.  I  put  on  the  'oost  face  I  could  and  parted  with  them  without  expressing  any 
diesatisfaciion  and  they  seemed  much  pleased  that  1  had  given  my  assent  to  their  Bills,  it  being 
insinuated  that  I  woiiid  not. 

The  faction  being  broke,  the  people  grow  daily  more  sensible  of  the  danger  that  Morris  and 

a  few  more  had  bro-.ight  them  into  and  of  the  happy  escape  they  have  had,  for  without  doubt 

had  not  Ver  Majesties  Instructions  to  me  come  on  the  day  it  did,  the  next  would  have  involved 

them  in  open  Rebellion,  Van  Dam  would  have  sworn  the  City  Officers,  whor.  he  r.amed,  and 

I  must  havM  supported  those  of  my  nomination,  and  have  sent  a  detachment  of  the  Gar'-ison 

to  have  protected  and  assisted  them  in  quelling  the  tumult  that  was  threatened  and  would 

most  certainly  !-ave  been  raided  on  that  occasion.     Happy  for  them  that  so  unexpected  a  stop 

was  put  to  their  madnes,  and  that  Morris's  designes  are  discovered,  he  can  no  more  delude 

them  out  ,s  become  the  object  of  their  passion  which  they  express  in  the  sharpest  terms, 

even  \an  Dam  whose  cause  Morris  espoused  exclaims  .oudly  .gainst  him  for  having  imposed 

upon  hm  and  threatens  to  sue  ..im  for  some  money  he  took  up  in   England  in  his  n-me 

ot  h.s  Corresponr^tnt.     In  a  word.  My  Lord,  the  face  of  aliairs  is  wonderfully  changed  for  the 

better,  the  p.,ople  seem  perfectly  contented.  ..nd  the  hopes  of  a  few  desperate  men,  are  all 

placed  ;n  the  expectation  of  seeing  a  Governor  soon  come  from  England,  imagining  that  in 

that  event  they  shall  be  able  to  revive  a  tronhlesome  spirit,  but  I  do^  with  conh.l^ice  aire 

your  .race,  that  ,f  His  Majesty  w-  be  gra  -iously  pleased  to  continue  me  in  the  adn.inistratioa 

of  the  Government  and  it's  enemies  have  .o  room  to  prrswade  the  people  that  they  will  soon 

ee  a  change,  I  shaU  be  able  to  restore  th.m  to  as  m.eh  unanimity,  content  and  happynes  as 

i.ey  ever  knew,  an-1  the  Province  to  a  more  flourishing  condition  then  ever      As  to  my  self  I 

beg  leave  0  inform  your  (Irace  that  I  have  been  obliged  to  live  at  a  very  extraordinary  expense 

to  attam  those  ends,  and  that  I  have  been  ol.iged  too.  to  defray  all  contingent  charg^-s  of  the 

.,.e  Govenw  Cosby's  death,  and  must  go  on  in  the  name  expensive  n.anner  till  the 
dehcennes  of  the  Revenue  ire  mnle  good.  It  is  a  very  hea^  y  w.ight  upon  me,  ana  will 
nevuably  un.lo  me  ,f  I  „n,  so  unh..pp,  to  be  removed  from  the  adm  nistra,  on  oft 
Government  before  thoee  deHciencies  are  „.a:ie  good.  Hut  i  numbly  hope  from  your  (trace's 
gre.It  Koo.lnes  an.  compassion  that  you  will  give  me  your  protection  an.!  save  me  from  rui:.,  ia 
tho  e  hopeel  shall  go  on  w„h  eheerfulnes  at  whatever  expen,  e  it  be  ,o  finish  the  work  tha  i, 
HO  happily  begun  presun-ing  tint  F  cannot  do  a  g.-ater  service  in  my  present  station  no 
recommend  myself  .-.ore  effectually  to  your  Grace. 
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The  Councl  and  Assembly  having  joined  with  me  in  an  address  to  His  Majesty  on  His 
Royal  H.ghnes  the  Prince  of  Wales's  nuptials,  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inclose  it  to  you 
Grace   praymg  that  you   will   do  us  the    honor  to  present  it  to  His  Majesty.     I   humbly 
recommend  n,y   self  again   to  your  Grace's  protection,  and  am   with   th'e   n^ost  prof  u  d 
submission  and  honor  piuiuuuu 

My  Lord 

Your  Grace's  most  humble 

most  obedient  and 

most  dutifull  servant 
(Signed)        Geo  Clarke. 


Lieutenant-Governor  Clarice  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  New-York  Papers,  Ft,  No.  48.  ] 

My  Lords  ^^"^  "^"'"'^  Nov  S?*  1736 

In  my  letter  which  I  did  myself  the  honor  to  write  to  your  Lordships  the  IS",  of  October  I 
aciuainted  you  that  I  had  received  Her  Matys  Instruction  directing  the  Form  of  Trayer  for  the 
ifoya  I  Fami.y  but  not  having  then  time  to  inform  your  Ldps  particularly  of  affairs  I  beg  leave 
now  to  givp  you  ft  plain  and  further  uarative  »  i  otg  leave 

When  Morris  first  arriv'd  at  Boston  not  knowing  how  things  stood  here  he  owned  that  the 
administration  of  the  Govern"- would  remain  in  my  hands  till  the  Kings  pleasur    so    dt 

m'rrnr  f  r  t'"  t^^  "'"  "■"  ^'"''  "^  ^^^  ^"«  '"«'-^-''-  -"^--^  r.j:zz 

me   n  one  of  the  ofhces  at  home  that  he  offered  to  bring  it  but  was  refused,  but  said  that  i 
would  be  sen   to  me  in  Pajecoes  Snip  this  Piece  of  news  was  inserted  in  ou;  Gazette  h      „g 

c ha  ,;  ,d  their  note  and  denyed  what  they  ha.l  before  said  whether  upon  the  informations  he 
might  receive  from  his  friends  here  of  the  measures  they  v.ere  taking  to  keep  the         e    by 

'aft  r  Ca       M      """""","•".      """  '"  "'"^^  ""^  ^''""S"''  ''''''  "°««  happened  to  be 

r  w"  witl   M^^^^^^^     :r'"":'  "'  ""^""  ^^^^^  ■'  ^^"«  ^'-^  •'^•«''^"  --  ""-'  t< -t  time  laid 
to  prevH..  ,v  th  M'  Van  Dam  to  appoint  a  Mayor  and  other  olKcers  tor  this  ,^ity  and  the  like  lor 
/  i...ny  winch  he  did  on  the  .9-  of  September  that  being  the  anniversary  day  lor  that  p     pose 
o  they  are  not  sworn  into  their  office  till  the  U  of  October  about  the  nintlfof  Uctobe    Morr  ^ 

t  • . : str?et"s t':': t  "^  \ '' '"" ''""  ^ '"""^ °'' "'^  '^'^""'^ -•"'"  -"-  •-  ->-•- 

r.l  .  ",     ''"""'""■"«''-"t;on  of  the  (iovernment  in  his  hands  assured  then, 

Ti  le7,*lf    P        !  ";"'/'';'"7/'^''  '"'■"  •'-••'^  '-  '-'•"'  "•"•  ■■-'.Ir-sed  himself  to  him  by  the 

ale  o.  tne  Presi.lentol  the  Council  and  commander  in  Glieif  of  the  Province  in  so  much  that 
Uiose  who  were  present  at  the  supper  expected  every  moment  to  see  him  produce  some  or 
for  that  purpose,  before  the  company  broke  up  Morris  made  u  long  Ilanuigue  to  incite  the 
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People  to  persist  in  their  measures  against  tiie  Govern""  concluding  IjIs  speech  thus,  let  ns  stand 
by  one  another  and  hang  them  or  they  will  hang  us,  on  the  12"-  of  October  the  members  of  the 
Assembly  wlio  were  in  town  met  to  debate  whether  they  should  sit  Morris  who  was  one  of 
them  bringing  a  great  number  of  People  with  him  &  throwing  open  the  door  of  the  Assembly 
room  h.ping  by  the  appearance  of  so  many  to  deter  some  of  the  members  who  were  for  sitting, 
but  fhe  majority  carrying  it  for  shutting  the  Door  they  entered  on  the  Debate  wherein  W  Van 
Dam's  and  my  right  to  the  administration  of  the  Government  was  canvasscc,  Morris  argued 
strongly  for  M'  Van  Dam  and  jimong  other  things  said  that  he  was  so  well  assured  of  M'  Van 
Dams  flight  that  if  he  would  give  him  a  Commission  he  would  act  under  it.     Tiiis  confident 
Speech  delivered  by  a  man  just  come  from  England  and  who  it  was  supposed  knew  how  the 
thing  was  understood  at  home  staggered  some  good  men  but  there  being  more  members  expected 
in  Town  that  evening  they  put  off  the  further  debate  till  the  next  day,  but  early  in  the  morning 
of  that  day  before  the  members  were  to  meet  Pajecoes  ship  came  in  and  brought  the  Instruction, 
so  surpnzmg  an  event  astonished  the  whole  Faction,  every  man  then  saw  plainly  the  truth  of 
what  had  been  wrote  from  Boston,  that  that  Instruction  would  be  sent  to  me  in  Pajecoes  ship 
and  were   highly  enraged  with  Morris   for  thus  imposing  upon  them  blinding  thei'r  eyes  and 
lead.n^  them  to  the  Brink  of  Rebellion  and  destruction,  Morris  finding  the  Storm  gathering 
against  him  hoped  to  weather  it  by  his  Affidevit  which  he  took  denying  that  he  knew  heard  of 
or  beleived  that,  that  Instruction  would  come  directed  to  me.  &  his  son  swore  too  that  he  never 
said  at  Boston  what  I  have  before  mentioned,  however  the  Events  happening  Just  as  they 
were  said  they  would  in  Bradfords  Gazette,  established  the  truth  of  what  was  there  said  beyond 
all  doubt  &  every  one  beleived  the  Father  knew  of  it  as  well  as  the  son,  thus  instead  of  clearing 
themselves  they  made  all  the  world  nay.  all  the  Faction  look  upon  them  as  perjured  wretches 
&the  vilest  of  men  &  are  fallen  never  to  rise  again:  that  a  tumult  would  have  ensued  and  overt 
acts  of  high  Treason  would  have  been  committed  the  next  day  will  I  presume  be  evident  to 
your  Lordships  from  Hence  for  that  the  next  day  Van  Dam  would  have  sworn  his  Mayor  and 
other  ollicers  into  their  offices  I  must  have  done  the  like  to  those  of  my  nomination,  there  b.ing 
then  two  setts  of  oiHcers  each  would  have  acted,  the  people  were  prepared  to  support  M'  Van 
Dams.  I  must  have  supported  mine  who  would  have  sent  to  me  for  assbtance  and  I  must  have 
sent  them  a  detachment  from  the  Garrison  both  to  protect  them  and  assist  them  in  quellin- 
the  l{.ots  in  which  many  lives  on  both  sides  would  have  been  lost  and  many  more  been  guilty 
of  high  Treason- but  if  it  should  be  said  all  this  was  done  only  to  keep  the  Assembly  from 
Hitting  and  that  M'  Van  Dam  would  not  have  sworn  them  let  it  be  considered  that  had  that 
only  been  their  intention  they  would  not  have  put  him  upon  sending  Commissions  to  Albany 
for  the  Mayor  Sheriff  and  Ueconler  of  that  city  with  a  dediinus  to  swear  them  on  the  same 
day,  which  he  could  not  recall,  for  fearing  the  Sloop  by  which  they  were  sent  would  not  arrive 
time  enough   they  or.lered  the   Master  of  it  to  send  it  express  by  Land  if  he  saw  there  was 
occasion  and  the  Master  finding  he  could  not  reach  Albany  in  time  did  send  them  by  an  express 
well  arrived  there  tiie  night  before  they  were  to  be  sworn,  however  they  were  wiser  than  those 
who  sent  them  and  would  not  qualify  themselves,  but  that  Van  Dam  could  not  foresee  nor 
could  he  have  rendle.l  in  time  his  dedimus  or  Commissions  and  that  there  was  no  tumult  or 
Rebellion  at  Albany  is  not  owing  to  Van  Dam  or  his  advisers  for  poor  man  he  is  not  capable  of 
judging  lor  himself  &  is  much  to  be  pitied  and  if  it  be  true  that  .Alexander  Smith  &  the  other 
King   leaders  of  the  Faction  here  were  (as  I  am  told  they  declare  they  were)  kept  in  the 
dark  as  to  the  histruclion  &  encouraged  by  Morris  to  go  the  lengths  they  did  the  blame  will 
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all  lye  at  his  door— The  Instruction  coming  so  seasonably  the  Assembly  met  the  same  morning 
and  put  the  Speaker  in  the  Chair,  the  season  of  the  year  could  not  suffer  them  to  sit  long  and 
Irom  tlience  and  for  want  of  having  the  Treasurers  accounts  they  have  put  off  the  providing 
for  the  Defic.encies  of  the  Revenue  which  are  very  great  to  the  next  Session  this  was  a  cruel 
stroke  to  me  who  are  already  above  a  thousand  pounds  out  of  pocket  without  hav^  received 
a  single  shillmg  from  the  Treasury  since  Brigadier  Cosbys  death,  or  a  possibility  to  receive  a 
shiil.ng  till  the  deficiencies  are  made  good,  I  am  obliged  to  live  at  a  great  expence  and  to  pay 
all  contingent  charges  out  of  my  own  Pocket,  and  if  a  Governor  should  be  appointed  before 
that  be  done  I  am  innevitably  ruined  nor  is  there  any  other  possible  way  to  revive  the  spirit 
of  1  arty  or  to  prevent  me  from  establishing  the  Peace  and  content  of  the  Province  fixing  it 
upon  as  sure  foundation  and  making  it  a  more  flourishing  country  than  ever  and  tiiis  i  dare 
undertake  to  do  at  the  hazard  of  all  thats  dear  to  me  if  His  Majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased 
to  give  me  a  further  continuance  of  the  administration  of  the  Government,  but  if  a  Governor 
comes   before   those    things   are  fully  settled    the    Province    will    be    thrown    into   as   great 
convulsions  as  ever.     I  beg  leave  therefore  to  become  an  humble  Petitioner  to  your  Ldps  for 
my  own  sake  for  the  sake  of  the  oflicers  of  the  Government  who  groan  under  a  long  arrear  of 
Salary  but  especially  for  the  sake  of  the  Province  to  consider  our  past  sufferings  our  present 
conditions  &  future  expectations  and  to  represent  all  to  His  Majesty  in  such  a  light  as  your 
Lordships  think  best  for  His  Mnjestys  Interest  and  the  Quiet  &  Prosperity  of  the  Province 
wherein  I  beg  to  be  understood  too  of  such  Instructions  &  orders  as  may  enable  me  to  quiet 
the  fears  of  those  who  may  live  in  apprehension  of  being  questioned  for  their  past  actions  as 
yet  I  have  called  no  man  in  question  and  I  dayly  find  the  good  effects  of  it 

On  the  10  Instant  1  put  an  end  to  this  Session  of  Assembly  Proroguing  them  to  the  last 
tuesday  in  March  having  first  given  my  assent  to  all  their  Bills  tho'  it  was  strongly  insinuated 
that  I  would  not  as  they  had  not  made  good  the  deficiencies  of  the  Revenue,  they  were 
wonderfully  pleased  that  I  assented  to  them  and  so  they  were  that  the  Council  sate  this 
Session  without  me.  it  being  never  done  before  we  parted  in  very  good  temper  and  they 
promised  me  to  do  next  Session  what  1  proposed  this     the  Bills  that  I  assented  to  are  these 

1  An  Act  to  continue  the  Militia  Act 

2  An  Act  to  revive  an  act  for  the  speedy  punishing  &  releasing  such  persons  from 
imprisonment  as  shall  commit  any  criminal  ollences  in  the  City  of  New  York  under  the  decree 
of  Grand  Larceny  ° 

3  An  Act  to  revive  an  Act  for  mending  and  keeping  in  repair  the  post  Road  from  New  York 
to  Iviiigsbruige 

4  An  Act  to  revive  an  art  to  prevent  swine  running  at  largo  in  Dutchess  County  &c 

The  first  of  ihese  Ads  being  to  continue  one  in  being  and  the  rest  to  review  others  that 
have  formerly  passed  and  expired  by  their  own  limitation  want  no  remark 

6  An  Act  to  enforce  part  of  an  Act  for  raising  fifty  pounds  in  Schonectady  &c 

This  Act  I  think  very  just  &  necessary  boll,  as  it  provides  lor  the  I'ayment  of  money 
advanced  by  private  persons  for  a  pul)lick  Service  and  as  it  enables  the  I'eopie  of  the  Town 
to  mind  their  streets  which  in  some  places  at  some  seasons  of  the  year  are  not  passable  lor 
carriages  whuh  is  very  inconvenient  to  the  Inhabitans  who  carry  on  a  considerable  Trade  of 
flower  and  other  goods 

G""  An  Act  coniinuing  tho  Act  to  let  to  Farm  the  Kxcise 
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This  is  an  annual  Act  with  this  difference  only  that  this  year  the  Excise  of  the  city  of  New 
York  is  by  the  Act  itself  let  to  a  particular  person  who  gives  more  than  in  other  years  it  has 
been  let  for 

T*""  An  Act  for  paying  of  sixty  pounds  to  M'  Barclay' 

This  young  man  has  applyed  himself  to  the  learning  the  Indian  language  has  taught  the 
Indian  children  to  read  and  write  and  brought  many  others  over  to  the  Christian  Religion,  he 
is  going  to  England  to  take  orders  and  hopes  to  be  employed  by  the  Society  for  Propagating 
the  Gospell  as  their  missionary  to  the  Indians,  The  thing  deserves  encouragement  and  I  hope 
will  have  it 
S""  An  Act  to  enable  the  justices  of  Peace  in  Orange  County  to  build  a  new  Jail 
This  is  a  very  necessary  work  in  all  places  and  in  this  it  is  very  much  wanted 
9""  An  Act  to  revive  an  act  for  the  speedy  punishing  and  releasing  such  persons  from 
imprisonment  as  commit  any  criminal  offences  under  the  degree  of  grand  Larceny  in  the 
several  counties  therein  mentioned  and  to  include  the  city  and  county  of  Albany  and  County 
of  Suffolk  ■^ 

The  Act  that  this  revives  has  been  found  so  very  beneficial  that  not  only  the  Counties  to 
which  it  extended  desired  a  revival  but  others  have  desired  to  be  inclosed  in  it 

lO'"  An  Act  for  the  better  clearing  regulating  and  further  laymg  out  publick  High  Roads  in 
the  County  of  West  Chester 

This  Act  is  necessary  for  the  ease  &  benefit  of  Travellers  and  for  all  the  people  of  the 
County,  nor  can  any  new  Roads  be  made  or  the  old  ones  kept  in  repair  wtliout  it 

With  the  Acts  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  send  your  Lordships  the  Journal  of  the  Council  and 
Assembly  and  also  the  minutes  of  Council  to  the  IS'"  of  November  wherebv  your  Lordships 
will  be  pleased  to  observe  that  I  have  not  drawn  any  warrants  since  those"  became  due  the 
first  of  June,  hoping  that  His  Majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  give  me  the  whole  Salary 
as  I  have  the  whole  burthen  of  the  expence  wherein  I  humbly  iutreat  your  Lordships  to  give 
me  your  protect"  &  if  I  draw  for  one  half  only  I  doubt  and  am  almost  sure  the  Asssembiy  will 
not  make  any  provision  for  the  other  half  when  they  make  good  the  Deficiencies  I  humbly 
recommend  myself  to  your  Lordships  and  am  with  the  most  profound  honor  and  regard 

My  Lords 

Your  Lordships 

most  humble  and 

most  obedient  Servant 
Sg"         Geo:  Claukb 

'  Rev.  IIki»«t  BABrLAT,  D.  D.,  was  n  native  of  Albany  rind  son  of  tl.o  Rev.  Tl.omas  R,  first  EpUoopnl  niinistor  of  that  city. 
He  (fraJuateJ  at  Yulo  Colle(?o  in  HIU,  and  on  the  rcfoinrnondallon  ol  iho  l!ev.  Mr.  Miln,  of  8t.  IVtor'n  .'hurcli  waa 
iqipoinU!.!  Catechist  to  the  Mchiiwlii.  at  Fort  llunler  in  17:)«;  lie  pro,,o,ioi<  to  ^:n^lan<l  in  17;t7,  for  the  purp.we  of 
rec.ivin«  Holy  ur.lerg,  and  was  orjainod  on  mh  January,  17;!},  and  «..nt  by  the  Society  for  the  IVopagation  of  the 
Go.p...]  Missionary  U.  Albany  and  I-'ort  Hunter;  lie  arrived  in  hia  native  city  in  the  beginning  of  April  following,  and 
conlinne.1  liin  labon.  there  and  arnonn  the  Mohawks  until  (tetober.  1746,  when  he  was  inducted  Rector  of  Trinity  eliur^'b, 
New-Vorli.  In  n«l,  he  recei.cd  the  deRreo  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  from  the  Co'le^'o  of  Cxfor.l,  and  died  'JOth  AuKuxt,  176l! 
At  the  time  of  bis  death  he  -vaa  engaged  in  auperintending  the  printing  of  a  Tranalatiou  of  the  Hook  of  Common  Prayer  into 
the  Mohawk  dialect  —  Kn. 
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Lords  of  Trade  to  Lieutenant-Governor  Clarice. 

[  New-York  Entries,  Jt,  p.  ST.  ] 

To  Geo.  Clarke  Esq' 
Sir. 

^.IL  ^'''  '•7;^^^°"'■  ''"":  °^  "^^  ''"■  °''  ^'^'°''"  '^^^  g'^'^S  »«  ^"  Account  of  Your 
havmg  received  he  Instruct.on  from  Her  Majesty  to  you  as  President  of  the  Council  and 
Commander  m  Ch.ef  of  New  York,  directing  the  new  Form  of  Prayer  for  the  Royal  Family 
and  we  are  very  glad  to  find  the  good  effect  that  has  attended  the  Receipt  of  this  Instruction 
I  this  acknowledgement  of  Your  Authority  in  the  Title  only  of  an  Instruction  from  her 
Majesty  has  restored  the  peace  and  tranquility  of  the  Province,  we  hope  the  Confirmation  of 
:t  w>l  follow  Your  receipt  of  Her  Majesty's  Commission  appointing  You  Lieu'  Governor  in  the 
execution  of  wh.ch  we  make  no  doubt  but  you  will  follow  the  same  prudent  &  steady  steps 
you  have  hitherto  taken.     So  we  bid  you  heartily  farewell  and  are.  Your  very  loving  friends 

and  humble  Serv" 

FiTz  Walter 

Whitehall  1'  ^^^^^^ 

Dec"'  y  9.-  1736  ^^'  l''^''^'' 


Lieutenant-Governor  Clarice  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

t  New- York  Ptpen,  Og.,  No.  1.  ] 

My  Lords  ^'^^^  ^"'"'^  April  9.  1737 

I  have  the  honour  to  receive  your  Lordships  letters  of  the  22  of  October  and  9  of  December  • 
I  beg  leave  to  reti  n  your  Lordships  my  most  humble  thanks  for  your  favourable  opinion 
all  diffiJuUier'''  ""  ^"'""'■^Sement  that  will  enable   me  with   chearfulness   to  go   through 

The  Assembly  are  now  sitting  but  I  cannot  as  yet  make  any  Judgement  of  what  they  will 
do  I  do  my  sell  the  honor  to  inclose  to  your  Lordships  my  speech  with  the  Councils  Address, 
and  the  addresses  of  some  of  the  Counties  which  in  the  lare  times  were  the  most  disaffected 
as  a  testeman,  that  my  endeavours  have  had  some  success  I  have  the  misfortune  howsoever  to 
sufer  extreamly  under  the  deficiencies  of  the  Revenue,  not  having  yet  received  one  penny  from 
the  Treasury,  and  being  obliged  to  support  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  Government  out  of 
n.y  own  private  fortune  and  credit,  but  I  assure  your  Lordships  that  no  distro^^os  shall  ever 
make  me  give  up  his  Majesty's  just  authority  which  perhaps  may  be  attack'd  especially  in  the 
point  of  erecting  Courts  of  Equity;  I  have  endeavoured  previously  to  their  sittings  to  divert 
them  from  such  thoughts  by  inviting  th<.p-.  to  think  of  raising  hemp  and  Iron  which  will  be  of 
solid  and  lasting  service  to  them;  I  pi-:  ,.  ed  a  scheme  for  that  purpose  and  recommended 
those  things  to  them  in  my  speech,  it  is  approved  of  out  of  the  House  what  they  will  think  of 
It  without,  time  must  resolute  me. 

Vol.  V[.  13 
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I  am  sorry  that  I  cannot  acquaint  your  Lordships  that  my  proposals  for  setling  foreign 
Protestants  have  been  yet  attended  with  success,  they  have  been  sent  to  Amsterdam,  translated 
into  highdutch  and  dispersed  in  Several  parts  of  Germany,  1  still  hope  they  will  in  time  attain 
the  end  proposed.  I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  your  Lordships  as  I  do  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  New 
Castle  that  I  received  a  letter  from  M'  Beauharnois  Gov'  of  Cunada  complaining  of  the  Lieut' 
to  which  I  returned  him  an  answer  and  likewise  wrote  to  theire  Lieut'  about'  M'  Ceauharnois 
not  having  received  my  letter  wrote  to  me  again  on  the  same  Subject  copys  of  which  letters  I 
do  myself  the  honor  to  send  to  your  Lordships,  and  when  the  Lieut'  is  relieved  I  will  inquire 
into  the  business 

The  Gov'  of  Carolina  having  inform'd  me  this  Spring  of  a  descent  intended  to  be  made  by 

the  Spaniards  from  the  Province  of  Georgia  and  Carolina,  I  issued  an  order  in  Council  to  the 

Collector  not  to  clear  any  vesselis  for  Augustin  and  Proclamation  forbidding  all  his  Mnjesties 

Subjects  to  send  to  or  give  the  Spaniards  any  succours  of  any  kind  ;  Captain  Harris*  of  the 

Tartar  Station'd  here  having  apply'd  to  me  in  Council  for  thirty  seamen  to  enable  him  to  go 

to  Georgia  1  issued  an  order  to  the  Mayor  and  that  having  been  the  method  to  cause  that 

.lumber  of  seamen  to  be  impress'd  the  Mayor  issued  his  orders  to  the  Constables  to  apprehend 

all  deserters  and  vagrants,  moie  than  that  he  said  he  could  not  do,  nor  did  that  procure  the 

men,  Capt"  Harris^  therefore  applyed  to  me  again  in  Council,  and  the  Council  were  unanimously 

of  opinion  that  I  could  z.ot  issue  any  further  Warrant,  whilst  this  was  in  agitation  Vesselis 

arrived  in  Several  ports  from  Carolina  giving  an  account  that  if  any  descent  had  been  intended 

it  was  now  laid  a  side  and  tho  this  intelligence  came  only  in  private  letters  yet  so  much  credit 

is  given  to  it  that  Captain  Harris,^  I  am  told,  does  not  intend  to  sail  and  the  Gaston  Station 

Ship  which  he  order'd  hither  to  join  him  lyes  here  too  ;  I  have  tnken  to  examination  of  the 

master  of  a  vessell  lately  arrived  from  Augustin  which  will  give  your  Lordships  some  account 

of  the  present  state  of  that  place 

I  beseech  your  Lordships  to  be  assured  that  I  will  in  all  things  to  the  utmost  of  my  power 
exert  myself  for  his  Majesties  Service,  in  this  busines  Captain  Harris'  applyed  to  me  in  Council 
I  advised  with  the  Council,  and  having  done  so  I  must  be  concluded  by  their  advice. 

The  Town  was  alarm'd  at  the  rumour  of  a  press,  Captain  Harris*  I  am  told  said  to  one  of 
the  Aldermen  that  he  would  not  impress  a  man,  and  that  I  could  not,  tho  he  had  applyed  to  me 
perhaps  he  wished  to  see  us  again  in  a  flame,  I  may  venture  to  say  for  it  was  obvious  to  every 
one  that  he  has  all  along  given  too  much  countenance  to  the  faction,  but  he  will  not  be  able  to 
raise  another.  I  humbly  recommend  myself  to  your  Lordships  protection  and  am  with  the 
greatest  respect  and  honor 

My  Lords 

Your  Lordships 

most  hu,:)ble  and 

most  obe""  Servant 
The  Right  Hon""*  the  Lords  of  Trade.  G.  Clarke 

End-*     Reel  .Tune  27.  1737. 
Read  Sept :  7.  1737. 

'  "  and  likewise  wrotv  tu  tlie  Lieut  about  it"  8ie  next  Doc. 

'  Sic.  C'aptiiiii  Norria  was  llu>  fccdii^l  nmi  of  Ailiniral  Sir  .loliii  Nnrri".     tie  rimrried  Kuphim,  daughter  of  OoTernor  Lewin 
MorriK,  Biid  diet!  iti  Eiiglainl  in  December,  1788.  ra/iert  of  Guvtnwr  MorrU,  ft7.—  Ed. 
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Lieutenant-Governor  Clarice  to  the  Dnke  of  Newcastle. 

[  Kew-Tnrk  Papon.  ( 8.  P.  O. )  IX.,  1.  ] 

My  Lord.  ^^^  ^""'^  ^"'  ^pril  1737. 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inform  Your  Grace  that  the  last  fall  I  received  a  letter  from 
M'  Beauharnois  Cover'  of  Canada  complaining  of  the  Lieuf  posted  at  Oswego  to  which  I 
returned  h.m  an  answer  the  26""  of  October  a  copy  whereof  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inclose 
to  Your  Crace,  hopeing  that  that  would  give  him  full  satisfaction;  I  likewise  wrote  to  the 
L.euf  at  Oswego  about  it.  as  Your  Crace  may  be  pleased  to  see  in  the  inclosed  copy,  but 
M'  lieauharnois  not  having  received  my  letter  wrote  to  me  again  the  IS'"  of  Novem'  on  the 
same  subject  inclosing  to  me  a  duplicate  of  his  first  letter,  which  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  lay 
before  your  Crace  with  a  copy  of  his  last-The  winter  has  shut  up  all  intercourse  between 
us  and  Oswego  so  that  I  have  not  heard  from  that  officer,  but  the  season  of  the  year  now 
aproach.ng  to  relieve  that  Garrison,  I  shall  upon  his  return  examine  into  that  business. 

Upon  the  notice  that  I  received  the  beginning  of  March  from  the  Gov'  of  South  Carolina  ' 

tliat  the  Spaniards  were  preparing  to  make  a  descent  from  the  Havanna  on  that  province  and 

Georgia.     I  agam  issued  an  address  as  I  did  the  last  summer,  forbiddmg  the  collector  to  clear 

any  vessell  for  Augustin  and  a  procl"  prohibiting  all  His  Maj'^'"  subjects  to  send  to  or  give  the 

Spaniards  any  succours  of  any  kind;  Capt-  Norris  of  His  Maj'»'  ship  Tartar  stationed  here 

havmg  applyed  to  me  for  thirty  seamen  to  enable  him  to  go  to  Georgia  for  the  defence  of  that 

place,  I  issued  an  order  in  Counciil  to  the  Mayor  to  cause  that  number  of  seamen  to  be 

impressed;  the  Mayor  issued  his   orders  to  the  constables  to  apprehend  all  deserters  and 

vagrants;  more  then  that  he  said  he  could  not  legally  do.  but  that  failing  of  getting  the  number 

of  men  that  Capf  Norris  asked  for,  he  again  applyed  to  me  in  Council,  but  the  Council,  being 

of  opmion  that  I  could  not  legally  issue  any  further  warrant,  would  not  advise  me  to  do  it  •  I 

recommended  to  the  Capf  to  beat  up  for  volontiers  but  he  has  not;  He  complains  that  the 

Masters  of  Merch«  ships  intice  the  sailors  from  the  Kings  ships,  but  its  said  that  the  Captains 

themselves  incourage  th.eir  men  to  go  in  the  winter  season  in  Merchantmen,  because  they  find 

their  account  in  it,  and  the  men  having  higher  wages  dont  think  of  returning-  Our  latest 

accounts  from  Carolina  which  are  private  letters,  give  us  cause  to  think  that  no  descent  was 

or  IS  intended,  and  the  inclosed  examination  of  a  master  of  a  vessell  confirms  it.— 

I  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Grace  that  I  will  upon  all  occasions  exert  myself  to  the  utmost  of 
my  power  for  his  Maj'»'  service.     I  humbly  recommend  myself  to  your  Graces  protection,  and 
am  with  a  most  profound  submission  and  honor 
My  Lord 

Your  Graces 

most  humble,  most  obedient  and 

most  dutiful  servant 
(signed).         G  W.  Clarke. 

'Thom.«  Broi;g,ton.  E..,.,  Lioutcvmnt-Oovernor  of  South  Carolina,  huococ..!.,!  t„  the  oo,„n,„„d  of  tl.nt  I'rovinoo,  on  tl.e 
d«,lI,of  (.overoor  J»1„,H...,,  11.1  of  .May,  173A,  «„.I  .lieJ  in  HHS,  whcM.  in  l,i.  turn  ho  wnssuceedod  by  Oovrnor  Hull.  («./„„>„„•. 
«r,*.M^mp,r.  .H^m.r<c«.  2,1  o,l..  I.,  6.m.  Carr.M.  Hi,,  So,UH  Carolina,  1.,  311,  327,  who  ..y^that  he  w«  .  pUin  „.«„,  but 
little  dutinguiHhed  either  for  hia  knowledge  or  valor.  —  Ed.  . 
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Goveimor  de  Beauharnois  to  President  Clarice. 

[TBANBLATED  FBOM   THE  FRENCH.] 
[New-Tork  Pipen.    Bandle  Of.  Na  4.  ] 

Sir, 

It  appears  by  all  the  accounts  I  have  received  from  Europe,  that  good  understanding  prevails 
between  France  and  England ;  nevertheless  the  Commandant  at  Choueguen  has  committed  an 
Oft  of  hostility  whereof  I  must  inform  you.     Here  is  'he  fact :  — 

The  Major  of  the  town  and  castle  of  Quebec,  a  Knight  of  the  Military  Order  of  Saint  Louis 
passing  Choueguen  last  July  was  met  by  a  bateau  with  two  men  in  it,  who  whilst  enquiring 
how  he  was,  were  hailed  from  the  shore.  This  officer  asked  what  that  was ;  they  told  him 
'twas  to  bring  his  flag  ashore.  Immediately  he  saw  about  twelve  to  fifteen  men  embarking  on 
board  another  bateau  which  made  towards  him  and  seeing  that  he  was  continuing  his  course, 
three  or  four  muskets,  loaded  with  ball,  were  discharged  at  his  canoe.  Fortunately  for  both 
Nations,  no  one  was  hurt. 

You  will  agree,  Sir,  that  the  officer  who  would  carry  his  flag  ashore  on  such  an  occasion, 
would  be  despised  by  the  Nation.  I  am  persuaded.  Sir,  that  you  will  disapprove  the  conduct 
of  the  Commandant  of  Choueguen  as  soon  as  this  letter  shall  have  informed  you  of  it,  and 
consequently,  that  you  will  have  him  punished  as  he  deserves.  Had  Officers  under  my 
command  so  demeaned  themselves,  I  assure  you,  Sir,  that  I  should  have  them  punished  most 
severely.  The  harmony  that  reigns  for  so  long  a  time  between  our  Sovereigns  must  make  us 
live  as  good  friends.  The  proceeding  at  Choueguen  is  in  strong  contradiction  to  it.  I  am 
persuaded.  Sir,  that  you  will  render  the  French  Nation  prompt  justice  for  this  attack  and  that 
you  will  be  pleased  to  send  me  an  answer  by  the  first  opportunity. 

I  am  most  respectfully 
Sir, 

Your  most  humble  and 

Most  obedient  Servant 
Quebec  SO'"  August  1736.  Beauharnois. 


^  ■»  ♦  II  o 


President  Clarke  to  Goveimor  de  Beauharnois. 


Sir, 


New  York  Oct :  26.  1736 


I  have  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  ao"-  of  Sept.  and  to  answer  you,  that  I  shall 
inquire  strictly  into  the  conduct  of  the  Officer  at  Oswego,  and  take  such  Course  with  him,  as 
shall  be  agreeable  to  .(ustice;  being  determined  to  preserve,  in  all  things  under  my  care,  that 
peace  which  happily  subsists  between  the  Two  Crowns,  and  to  cultivate  a  good  understanding 
between  us;  nor  will  It  derogate  from  the  profession  I  make,  to  complain  to  you  the  Practices 
too  much  used  by  your  people,  to  seduce  the  Six  Nations,  and  to  draw  them  from  their 
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Allegiance,  which  they  owe  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain ;  for  I  am  perswaded  that  being 
thus  informed  of  it,  you  will  discountenance  such  practices,  and  give  orders,  that  for  the  future 
the  like  be  not  committed     I  am 

With  greatest  respect 
Sir 
Mens'  Beauharnois  your  most  obe'  humble  Servant 

Gov  of  Canada.  Geo:  Clarke 


Governor  de  Beauharnois  to  Lieutenant-Governor  Olarhe. 

[TRANSLATED   FROM  THE    FRENCH.] 
[  New-Tork  Paper*.    Bandle  Gg.,  No.  4.  ] 

g.  Quebec  15""  November  1736. 

A  corporal  and  a  private  soldier,  deserters  from  Choueguen  have  confirmed  what  I  have  had 
the  honor  to  state  to  you,  and  that  it  was  Lieutenant  Caneroiie  who  was  in  command  there ; 
that  as  soon  as  he  saw  a  French  Canoe  with  a  flag,  he  ordered  th.»  swivels  to  be  loaded  ;  that 
he  afterwards  had  a  bateau  armed  with  nine  men,  six  of  whom  were  soldiers,  two  Dutch 
colonists  and  the  corporal  in  question  ;  that  they  had  orders  to  pursue  the  French  canoe  and 
fire  ball  at  it,  if  they  would  not  overtake  it.  I  persist.  Sir,  in  wliat  I  have  had  the  honor  to 
wi  ite  to  you. 

I  am  with  much  respect. 
Sir, 

Your  most  humble  Servant 

Beauharxois. 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  I  have  written  about  the  matter  to  the  Court. 


Lieutenant-Governor  Clarke  to  Captain  Congreve. 


Sir 


New  York  Nov'  1.  1736. 


I  am  truely  sorry  to  hear  so  many  complaints  of  your  conduct  at  Oswego,  I  hope  for 
better  things,  but  am  now  in  fear,  if  some  better  care  be  not  taken,  that  the  Garrison  will  all 
desert  or  perish  for  want  of  provision  of  which  I  am  told  there  is  no  manner  of  CEconemy:  it 
behoves  you,  Sir,  to  be  very  circumspect,  and  I  earnestly  recommend  to  you,  to  keep  good 
dissipline,  and  to  take  care  of  the  provision  and  of  the  security  of  the  house  and  Garrison. 
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M'  Beauharnois  complained  to  me  of  your  Commanding  a  French  Canoe  ashore,  which  was 
passing  by,  I  assured  him.  I  wo'd  inquire  into  it,  and  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  acquit  yourself 
of  what  he  lays  to  your  charge 

I  desire  you  will  be  very  vigilant  and  guard  carefully  against  all  surprizes  of  the  Indians  or 
others.  Capt :  Dick  will  convey  this  to  you,  to  whom  you  ought  to  give  an  account  of  your 
Garrison  by  all  opportunity's,  as  he  is  the  Commanding  Officer  on  the  frontiers     I  am 

S'  &c. 

Capt°  Congreve  G.  C. 


^  ■■  »  »■  » 


Lieutenant-Governor  Clarice  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  New-York  Papen,  Gg.,  No.  6.  ] 

New  York  May  9.  1737. 
My  Lords, 

The  Assembly  having  entered  into  the  consideration  of  the  deficiencys  of  the  Revenue  came 

on  the  27  of  April  to  some  Resolves;   short  of  the  sum,  foreign  to  former  practise  and  very 

injurious  to  his  Majesty's  just  authority,  which  obliged  me  on  the  28  of  the  same  Month  with 

the  unanimous  advise  of  the  Council  to  prorogue  them  to  the  S"*  day  of  May,  The  Council 

having  before  adjourned  to  the  2''  and  then  by  the  same  unanimous  advice  to  dissolve  them, 

The  method  they  took  was  thus,  after  having  examined  the  Treasurer's  Accounts,  and  a  list  of 

the  warrants  unpaid,  that  had  been  drawn  on  him  and  having  computed  what  they  supposed 

would  become  due  on  the   1"  of  September  next,  they  then  mentioned  such    warrants   as 

they  would  pay,  and  such  sums  for  future  services  to  the  1"  of  September  as  they  thought  fitt, 

and  then  Resolved  that  those  and  those  only  should  be  payd,  and  ordered  a  Bill  to  be  prepared 

for  that  purpose ;  By  these  resolves  a  warrant  unpaid  to  the  Auditor  General  for  auditing  the 

Treasurer's  Accounts  from  March  1733,  amounting  to  .£281  17  6J  is  wholly  rejected;   No 

provision  is  made  for  the  Clerk  and  Doorkeeper  to  the  Council,  as  they  now  Sitt  at  a  distant 

house,  and  but  One  half  of  the  Governor's  Sallary  provided  for ;   These  Resolves  will  appear 

more  extraordinary.  If  it  be  considered  that  by  the  Kings  Instructions,  and  by  the  Revenue 

Act  too,  all  the  money  arising  by  it,  's  to  be  issued  by  Warrant  Signed  by  the  Governor  with 

the  advice  of  the  Council,  for  they  would  now  even  break  through  a  law  of  their  own  making, 

and  take  upon  them  to  appropriate  the  Revenue  by  Bill,  they  would  deprive  His  Majesty  of 

his  just  Right  of  having  his  Revenue  accounted  for  to  him,  And  the  Auditor  General  of  His 

fees  established  above  forty  Years  ago  and  ever  since  pay'd,  and  subject  the  Gov'  and  every 

Officer  in  the  Government  to  a  dependauce  on  them ;  This  is  what  they  formerly  attempted  in 

1710,    But  neither  Governor  Huntjr  nor  the  Council  would  submitt  to  any  such  appropriation, 

So  that  the  Government  remained  ibr  two  or  three  Years  without  any  support,  and  I  do  assure 

your  Lordships  that  I  will  starve  'ere  I  give  into  things  so  deregotnry  to  His  Majesty's  honor, 

and  so  injurious  to  his  interest  r^nd  Service.     The  Crown  Officers  are  already  but  ill  look'd  on 

by  the  People,  and  hardly  escape  Censure  in  doing  their  necessary  Duty,  and  if  ever  they 

should  be  subjected  to  the  pov^er  of  the  Assembly,  The  Government  will  have  but  little  good 
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to  expect  from  their  Services,  1  have  ordered  Writts  to  be  issued  for  n  New  Assembly  to 
meet  the  16  of  June.  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  send  to  your  Lordships  the  Resolves  mentioned. 
What  the  next  Assembly  will  do  is  not  at  this  distance  to  be  guest  at,  1  hope  the  best,  If 
they  come  with  dispositions  to  consult  the  interest  and  prosperity  of  the  province,  they  must 
come  to  with  resolutions  to  support  his  Majesty's  Government  in  the  like  manner  that  it  has 
been  hitherto  supported,  for  1  have  told  them,  they  must  go  hand  in  hand,  then  they  may 
expect  from  me  all  things  that  by  his  Majesty's  instructions  I  am  allowed  to  grant  them,  more 
than  that  I  cannot  do ; 

I  presume  your  Lordships  will  be  of  opinion  that  if  I  have  any  thing  in  my  power  that  I 
may  make  usefuU  to  bring  the  Assembly  to  reason,  I  may  do  it  when  I  have  the  opportunity 
and  they  give  me  occasion.  On  this  supposition  I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  your  Lordships  that  in 
1714  and  1717,  two  Acts  were  pass'd  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  Government  and  paper  money 
issued  for  that  purpose,  to  sink  that  paper  money  the  Excise  on  strong  Liquors  was  give  and 
appropriated  to  the  year  1739,  at  which  time  the  Act  expires,  and  there  will  then  be  about 
twenty  thousand  pounds  of  that  money  unsunk  in  the  hands  of  the  people  and  without  any 
fund  to  sink  it,  they  must  therefore  give  the  excise  a  considerable  number  of  years  more  or 
find  some  other  fund,  or  the  bills  will  be  a  dead  loss  to  those  who  have  them ;  the  Act  cannot 
pass  without  my  assent,  and  I  presume  to  hope  your  Lordships  will  think  that  before  1  assent 
to  it,  I  may  very  reasonably  insist  on  their  making  good  the  full  deficiencys  of  the  present 
revenue,  and  on  their  giving  a  further  Revenue  for  a  competent  number  of  years,  as  yet  this  is 
a  thing  unthought  of  at  least  not  talked  of  by  the  Assembly,  it  being  at  the  distance  of  two 
years.  And  I  hope  in  the  mean  time  they  will  come  to  a  sense  of  their  duty. 

I  am  now  going  to  Albany  to  meet  the  Six  Nations  the  expence  whereof  must  go  out  of  my 
own  pocket  as  all  my  other  expence  have  and  must  do,  for  I  have  not  received  a  shilling  from 
the  Treasury  since  Governor  Cosby's  death,  nor  shall  I  till  the  deficiency's  of  the  Revenue  are 
made  good,  there  is  a  necessity  for  my  meeting  and  giving  them  a  large  present  at  this  time 
both  to  renew  our  treatys,  and  to  keep  them  from  suffering  the  french  to  build  a  trading  house 
or  rather  a  fort  in  the  Cinnikes  Country;  which  they  are  now  attempting  to  bring  the  Six 
Nations  to  consent  to,  I  have  already  sent  to  forbid  them  to  meet  the  french  Emissary  on  his 
sumons,  and  to  require  them  to  meet  me  at  Albany  the  21  of  June. 

I  have  the  pleasure  amidst  my  distresses  to  see  quiet  restored  to  this  late  distracted  Province, 
and  that  there  is  a  great  appearance  that  the  ensuing  elections  will  be  carry'd  on  without 
reviving  past  animosities,  and  with  no  other  than  the  usuall  struggles  on  such  occasions. 

I  humbly  recommend  myself  to  your  Lordships  protection,  which  I  can  hope  for  no  longer 
than  I  exert  myself  for  his  Majestys  honor  and  interest,  and  Govern  the  Province  with  Justice 
and  moderation 

I  am  with  the  greatest  honor 
My  Lords 

Your  Lordships 

most  humble 

most  obedient  Servant 

End-  ReC  June  29.  1737.  ^^"=  ^''^'^''^ 

Read  Sept :  7.  1737. 
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Lieutenant-Governor  Clarice  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  Now-Toik  Papen,  Og.,  No.  8.  ] 

New  York  June  17.  1737 
My  Lords 

On  the  16  the  Assembly  met  nnd  chose  their  Speaker,  I  made  a  short  speech  to  them,  and 
yesterday  the  addressed  me,  the  majority  is  of  those,  who  opposed  me  before  I  was  appointed 
Lieutenant  Governor,  but  if  appearances  dont  deceive  me,  I  have  reason  to  hope  they  will 
make  good  the  deficiencyes  of  the  Revenue  and  give  another;  they  will  expect  from  me  at  the 
same  time  such  laws  for  the  good  of  the  Province  as  I  can  pass,  more  than  that,  the  speaker 
tells  me,  they  wont  insist  on ;  If  they  keep  within  those  bounds,  provide  for  the  deficiencies, 
and  give  a  further  Revenue,  the  Province  will  soon  raise  its  head  and  become  a  flourishing 
Country. 

The  house  seems  to  be  in  very  good  temper  we  met  and  now  part  well  satisfyed  with  each 
other,  the  Speaker'  is  very  open  with  me,  and  gives  me  room  to  think  that  I  shall  at  their  next 
meeting  be  able  to  give  your  Lordships  a  very  good  account  of  them 

The  harvest  drawing  nigh  I  have  directed  the  house  to  adjourn  to  the  4  Tuesday  in  August, 
and  am  this  day  going  to  Albany  to  meet  the  Six  Nations 
I  am  with  profound  respect  and  honor 
My  Lords 

Your  Lordships  most  humble 

and  most  obedient  Servant 

Gbo:  Clarke 
End*  Rec**  July  26. 

Read  Sept:  7,  1737. 


Duke  of  Newcastle  to  tJie  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  New-York  P»p«r«,  Ff.,  No.  68.  ] 

Whitehall  June  SO""  1737. 
My  Lords 

His  Majesty  having  been  pleased  to  appoint  the  Right  Honorable  the  Lord  De  la  Warr,  to 
be  Governor  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  in  America,  it  is  His  MajeslvH  pleasure  that  the 
draught  of  His  Commission  and  Instructions  may  be  prepared,  in  order  to  be  laid  before  His 
Majesty  for  his  approbation 

I  am 

My  Lords 

Your  Lordships 

most  obedient 

humble  Servant 
Lords  Com"  of  Trade  Sg**        Hollbs  Newcastle 

'  Colonel  L«wi^  Jlorrit,  Junr.  —  Kn. 
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Lords  of  Trade  to  Lieutenant-Governor  Clarke. 

[  >    w.Tork  Bntrlei,  M.,  p.  40.] 

To  the  Hon"-"  Geo.  Clarke  Esq'  Lieut  Gov'  of  New  York. 
Sir. 

nf  n  !  '^"1?  of**"!  v^?''^'""'  ^"""^  ""^^^^^'^  Y""--  Letters  of  the  20-  of  Sep*.-  7.-  and  lO- 

^  set  0.  .r  h.  Gover„.e„t  Jltrl^:^::!^  2!::::^,^^:.  =;: 
:e'ht;;::urrfrerr::e"""^""^  -' '" "-'--  ---  --  ---  - 

Vour  very  loving  friends 

and  humble  Serv" 
Whitehall  '^-  Pelham 

June  y*  22*  1737  ^^'  Buudenell' 

rt.  Plume  R. 


<  ■■  ♦  11  ^ 


i:or</*  of  Trade  to  the  Duhe  of  NexocaslU, 

[  Now. York  Enlrlea,  M,  p^  «l.  ] 

To  His  Grace  The  Duke  of  Newcastle. 
My  Lord, 

thfon.iT  '?  °''''^''"''  !"  P'  "^'"J'^'y'^  Commands  signifyed  to  us  by  Your  Grace's  letter  of 
he  20-  Instant  prepared  the  Draughts  of  Commissions  for  the  Right  Hon-  the  Lord  Delaware 

Gral  wTh  I        '  "'  "^'^  '''"^^'  "^  ^'^'^  '««^«  ^«  '-•-«  *'-  -id  Draught;      Yor 

we  are,  My  Lord,  Your  Grace's  most  obedient  "'^ 

and  most  humble  Serv" 

MONSON 

Whitehall  '^'  I'elham 

June  y  SO'"  1737  ^-  ^^*°en 

R.  Plumer. 
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Representation  to  the  King.     June  SO""  1737. 

Tq  the  King's  most  Excell'  Majesty. 

Mr.y  it  please  Your  Majesty 

In  obedience  to  Your  Majesty's  Commands  signifyed  to  us  by  a  letter  fsom  His  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle  dated  the  20"'  Instant  we  have  prepared  the  Draughts  of  Commissions  far 
the  Rigi;t,  Hon''"  the  Lord  Delaware  to  be  Glovernor  of  New  York  and  Mew  Jersey,  which 
being  in  the  usual  form,  we  I  erewith  humbly  lay  the  .same  before  Your  Majesty,  and  shall 
prepare  the  necessary  Instructions  for  his  Lordship  with  al'  possible  Dispatch. 

Which  is  most  humbly  submitted 

MONSON  ' 

T.  Pelham 
Whitehall  M.  Bladen 

Juner30-J737  H.  Plumer 


Conference  between  Lieutenant-Governor  Clarice  and  the  Indians. 

[  New- York  Colonial  ManuMrinU  In  Seo's  OIBoe,  Albany.  LXXI.  ] 

Albany  24"'  June  1737. 
The  Sachinis  of  the  Si)ii  Nations  waited  on  his  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governour  at  his 
Lodging  And  Said  Brother  Corlaer  We  welcome  ycu  at  Albany  and  are  glad  you  are  safe 
Arrived  while  Men  are  Subject  to  many  unhappy  Accidents  of  Sickness  or  other  sudden 
Disasters  that  Death  follows  us  in  all  places  and  that  it  hath  pleased  God  to  suflfer  us  to  meet 
together  in  Good  Health  for  which  We  are  very  much  rejoyced     Gave  four  Skins 

Brother  Corlaer 

We  are  come  a  great  way  from  our  Habitations  and  have  several  of  our  people  among  us  are 
but  poor  and  not  able  to  have  their  hatchetts,  Hows  &  Guns  Mended  wherefore  we  beg  of 
you  to  get  tiiem  mended  ; 

Albany  June  25'*  1737. 
Two  Sachims  of  the  Mohoggs  waited  on   his  Honour  George  Clarke  Esq'  in  behalf  of 
themselves,  Onedes,  Onondages  and  Tuskaroroes  desiring  that  his  Honour  would  be  pleased  to 

'  JoHX  firiit,  Lord  Monson,  wm  the  wn  of  OeorRe  MonBon,  E»q.,  Anil  Anne  Wren.  He  wnii  chosen  member  for  (lie  pity  of 
Lincoln,  in  1722,  and  in  1728  was  inslnlltd  Knight  Companion  of  the  Ordi^r  of  the  liath.  On  the  deceano  of  hig  um^lr,  Sir 
William  Monbon,  ho  succeeded  to  the  Baronetcy  and  hi«  ctato  in  172«,  and  wh»  n^ain  elected  to  represent  Lincoln  in  the 
parliament  of  1728.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  session  ho  was  a.lvan  hmI  to  the  pceraKo  by  the  title  of  Uaron  Monson,  of 
Burton,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  28th  May,  1728.  His  Lordship  was  appointed  first  Commissioner  of  Trade  and  I'lanlationi, 
on  25tli  June,  1737,  and  was  sworn  of  the  privy  council,  on  21st  ,luly  f,>llowinK.  On  n  new  c.mimiasion  issuinK  in  I74fi,  he 
was  continued  president  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  died  18th  July,  1748.  His  lA)idshi|)  married  about  ihcyear  1720,  Lady 
Margaret  WaUon,  youuRest  dauglilcr  of  the  Karl  of  llockiMKhain,  by  wliuiu  he  had  Uiree  sous,  one  of  whom  niarriiKi  the 
niece  of  the  Duke  of  Newcastlo.     Cnllini'  pteragt,  V.,  8tf'i.  —  Kb. 
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Defer  to  Spe„k  to  them  in  publick  until  next  Monday  because  they  would  this  day  Condole 
the  Death  of  the  two  sachims  who  lately  Dyed  According  to  the  Antient  Custonr,  of  their 

pu"biicrAffairs  ""  '''''  ""''  ^""'  '^'^  """"  '""'  ^'"''^'■'"  ""''"  ^^'  ^'^^  "'"'"''  ^ct  in 
Whereon  his  Honour  was  pleased  to  tell  them  that  According  to  their  Desire  he  would  deferr 
Bpeak.ng  to  them  unt.  1  next  Monday  for  which  the  return  their  hearty  thanks  and  Informed 
hs  Honour  pnvately  that  the  Schaveno  Indians  Living  on  Susquehanna  river  to  the  Number 
of  130.  War  ours  havmg  Not.ce  that  the  Caycuges  and  Sianekee.  lately  sold  the  land  they 
V  on  unto  the  Propr.etor  of  Pensilvania  have  thereupon  sent  Messengers  with  a  belt  Wampum 
to  the  nd.ans  Settled  at  Tussaghrondie  to  Desire  Leave  to  shelter  and  live  among  them  t^ 
wh,ch  they  have  Consented  and  the  French  with  a  Number  Indians  have  promised  on  No  ice 

^s      Ts^t,:::  :'  ''"^'  '°  ™"'  ''^-^  "'•'  ^^-^''^'-^  ^^-  ^^  --'-  -'  Conduct   ,1 


ProposUion  made  by  the  Hon""  George  Clarke  Ksq'  Lieu«  (Jovernour  and 
Comniander  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  New  York  to  the  Sachims  of  the 
8.x  Nations  Viz'  Mohoggs,  Ouedes,  Tuskorores,  Onondages.  Caycuges  & 
.Sinnekes     In  Albany  the  27"'  June  1737 

Present—  The  Hon""  (Jeorge  Clarke  E*sq'  &c. 

Abraham  V  Home    ) 

Philip  Livingston       [Esq"  his  Maties  Council 
James  D  Lancey        ) 
The  Com"  of  Indian  Affairs 
The  Mayor  Recorder  &  Aldermen 

Brethren 

What  is  this  I  hear?  is  it  possible  that  men  who  Profess  to  Tread  the  paths  of  Justice  that 
men  who  would  be  thought  to  Act  upon  principles  of  Honesty  &  Virtue  should  have  no  regard 
to  the  sacre.!  Obligation  of  publick  ffaith  but  Desolve  those  Bonds  of  friendship  and  alliance 
which  united  Our  forefathers  and  made  them  and  you  and  us  Brethren  or  are  you  tired  of  the 
benehl  \ou  Receive  by  Trading  wiM.  us  that  thus  you  Assist  the  French  to  Deprive  you  of  if 
to  make  fetters  for  you  and  to  restrain  you  from  that  Liberty  which  you  now  Enjoy  if  you  are 
id  n  loss  to  know  my  meaning  a  few  words  will  Explain  it :  I  am  told  you  have  given  Leave  to 
the  French  to  build  a  House  at  Tiorondequat ;  it  is  a  thing  so  far  beyond  belief  that  I  could 
give  no  Creditt  to  it ;  on  the  lirst  report  but  it  is  now  so  Confi.lentiv  Ailirmed  that  I  can  no 
onger  Doubt  of  it.     I  came  hither  to  Renew  to  Brighten  &  (o  strengthen  the  Covenant  Chain 
but  till  you  Come  to  a  resolution  to  revoke  that  Leave  which  you  have  given  to  the  French 
and  give  me  your  positive  and  flaithfull  promise  not  to  suffer  any  Frenchman  to  build  in  your 
Country  I  cannot  speake  on  that  head  for  what  Confidence  Can  we  place  in  Men  who  keep 
not  their  ffauh  with  us;  the  Great  King  your  Father  Clories  in  a  strict  Observance  of  his 
rreaties  with  his  Ilretheii  of  all  Nations  ami  he  Expects  the  like  from  them  but  when  they 
W  arp  from  llieir  Promise  he  disclaims  their  friendship  as  unworthy  of  his  :     Tell  me  therefore 
before  I  speak  of  Renewing  the  Covenant  Chain  what  you  Intend,  you  know  well  that  about 
thirty  Six  Winters  ago  you  gave  those  Lands  to  ll-.CJreftt  King  of  England  your  father  to  hold 
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&  Protect  them  for  you  and  you  know  too  that  about  Eleven  Winters  ago  you  Acknowledged 
and  Confirmed  that  Gift  if  your  Memories  fail  you  We  cannot  forgett  it.  We  Comitted  it  to 
v?riting  which  time  cannot  wear  out  now  having  in  that  solemn  manner  put  it  into  the  hands  of 
our  King  your  Father  you  cannot  without  his  Consent  suffer  a  ffrench  Man  or  any  other  but 
the  subjects  of  the  great  King  of  England  to  build  on  it  unless  you  resolve  to  throw  off  his 
Protection  and  our  Friendship.  The  Commissioners  of  the  Indian  Affairs  on  the  first  Notice 
Complained  to  you  of  this  your  breach  of  Faith  you  promised  them  not  to  suffer  Jean  Couer 
or  any  other  ffrenchman  to  build  and  Confirmed  that  Promise  by  this  belt  Wampum  and  yet 
Notwithstanding  that  Promise  I  am  told  that  with  your  Consent  he  is  going  to  build,  what  shall 
I  say  to  you  upon  it  I  want  words  to  Express  my  thoughts  of  it  1  leave  you  therefore  to  your 
own  Reflections  Consider  what  I  have  said ;  Consult  your  own  Interest  wipe  off  the  stain  that 
this  Action  has  thrown  on  you  retrieve  your  Honour  and  Give  me  your  Positive  Answer 
Gave  a  Belt  of  Wampum 


Answer  made  by  the  sachims  of  the  Six  Nations  to  the  Honourable  Georee 
Clarke  Esq'  Lieut'  Gov'  &c 

That  they  with  Attention  heard  what  his  Honour  has  been  Pleased  to  say  that  they  will 
CoMsuler  ol  U  and  Consult  together  to  Deliver  a  speedy  Answer  but  desire  that  they  may  not 
be  hurried  in  it,  * 

His  Honour  was  pleased  to  say  that  they  Should  take  their  own  time,  but  Expected  it  should 
be  as  soon  as  they  could  Conveniently  do  it. 

Answer  made  by  the  sachims  of  the  six  Nations  to  the  Governours  Proposition 
in  Albany  the  27.  June  1737 

Phesent—  His  Honour  the  Lieu  Gov' 

The  Counsellors 
The  second  Judge 
The  Mayor  &  Aldermen 
The  Comis"  of  Indian  Affairs 

Brethren     Indians  that  belong  to  the  French 

You  are  here  to  listen  to  what  we  shall  speak  to  our  Brother  Corlaer. 

You  may  hear  it  and  We  doubt  not  but  you  will  tell  it  to  the  Governour  of  Canada  which 
you  may  do  but  we  desire  that  you  may  tell  him  Nothing  but  the  truth.— 

Brother  Corlaer 

You  spoke  to  us  to  day  and  made  a  preposition  you  heard  with  Great  Surprize  that  we  had 
G.ven  Liberty  to  the  French  to  build  a  House  at  Tiorondequat  but  that  you  could  not  Rive 
Credit  to  the  first  report  of  it. 

You  have  Likewise  told  us  that  you  have  heard  it  so  of\en  that  You  was  at  last  obliged  to 
believe  it.  * 

You  have  likewise  told  us  that  it  would  Occasion  a  breach  in  the  Covenant  Chain  if  We 
should  give  leave  to  the  French  to  build  these  or  any  where  on  our  Land. 


LONDON  DOCUMENTS:    XXV. 


101 


You  have  likewise  told  us  Brother  that  our  Father  the  Great  King  over  the  Great  Water  has 
Beveral  Treaties  with  other  of  his  Neighbours  and  if  they  do  not  regard  those  Treaties  he 
Values  them  no  Longer  and  Withdraws  his  friendship  and  Protection  from  them. 

Brother  Corlaer 

You  have  likewise  told  us  that  our  giving  Leave  to  any  of  the  French  to  live  on  our  lands 
would  be  a  means  to  tie  us  with  fetters  and  be  a  Prejudice  to  us  all :  You  desired  a  positive 
Answer  to  what  you  said  without  a  false  heart,  if  the  French  should  settle  there  it  would  be 
a  means  to  Cutt  off  our  Communication  with  the  far  Indians. 

We  have  now  repeated  here  and  there  a  Word  of  your  proposition  but  now  we  shall  begin 
with  our  Answer. 

Brother  Corlaer 

You  spoke  very  fierce  and  roughly  to  us  and  We  hope  You  will  give  us  the  same  Liberty 
We  shall  likewise  tell  you  your  faults     You  tell  us  you   Committ  Your  Affairs  to  Writing 
which  we  do  not  and  so  when  you  look  to  your  Books  you  know  what  passed  in  ffbrmer  times 
but  we  keep  our  Treaties  in  our  heads  and  therefore  shall  begin  with  what  passed  long  ago. 
Brother 

At  the  time  when  the  French  built  a  House  at  lagara  the  Governour  Asked  us  in  a  publick 
Meeting  why  we  suffered  it  L  did  not  Demolish  it  We  Answered  that  we  were  not  Able  to  do 
U  but  desired  of  the  Governour  to  write  to  the  King  about  it  which  he  promised  to  do  but  We 
Have  never  heard  more  about  it;  So  think  that  they  who  write  are  as  forgetfull  as  We  who  do 
not  write  for  this  We  Can  Remember  and  think  the  Governour  should  at  least  acquainted  us 
with  what  Answer  he  had —  ^ 

Brother  Corlaer 
You  have  told  us  that  We  have  probably  forgott  what  past  in  former  times  but  our  Ancestors 

;r«  ,1        .      7  '°  "f  ''T!  ^^""'"'  '"  '°"  *''•'*'  ''"^  '•"''P^"'''^  »'""'  *"  the  Dutch  and  English 
times  there  has  been  a  book  but  perhaps  that  book  has  been  Destroyed. 

Brother  Corlaer 

Y<ri  I  r'  T  f  °r  ""'"•  ^^''  ^'"''  °^  "''^  ^'  '''"''  "°^  ''  A"^^^'-  y«"^  Proposition  again 
^ou  told  us  We  had  a  stain  ,„  our  Garments  and  now  we  iiave  Come  to  a  full   Resolution  of 
a      he  Six  Nations  not  with  False  Lips  but  from  the  Bottom  of  our  hearts  the  French  shall  no 
Settle  on  any  of  our  Lands  and  this  you  may  Believe  we  speak  with  Sincerity. 
Brother  Corlaer 

We  thank  you  for  your  Good  advice  to  us     we  acknowledge  we  have  been  in  the  Fault 
Brother  Corlaer 

We  again  say  as  before  that  wo  speak  with  a  sincere  heart  &  shall  Perform  our  Promisses 
there  shall  not  one  French  Man  setle  on  our  Land ;  romisses 

Brother  Corlaer 

We  have  now  Done  speaking  to  you  but  we  want  to  Ask  a  single  Question  which  Does  not 
Belong  0  our  Proposition  How  Comes  it  that  the  French  have  seth-d  so  near  in  the 
neighborhood  even  at  the  Crown  Point  have  they  Wone  it  by  the  .word  We  think  it  is 
our  Limici  I 
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Proposition  mnde  by  the  Honourable  George  Cliiriie  Esq'  Lieu'  Governour  &'" 
to  tlie  sacliinis  of  tiie  Six  Nations  in  Albany  tlie  25""  June  1737 

Present —  The  Honourable  George  Clarke  Esq'  &" 

Abraham  Van  Horn    ) 
Philip  Livingston         >•  Esq"  Councellors 
James  DeLancey         J 
The  Mayor  Record'  &  Alderman 
The  Commissioners  for  Indian  Affairs 

Brethren 

The  Promise  yon  gave  me  yesterday  not  to  suffer  any  French  to  settle  upon  any  part  of 
your  Lands  the  Publick  &open  Manner  wherein  that  promise  was  made  and  the  assurance  you 
gave  me  that  it  Proceeded  not  from  Lying  Lips  nor  a  Deceitfull  Tongue  but  from  the  sincerity 
of  your  heart  have  Wiped  of  this  stain  that  would  otherwise  have  remaind  upon  you  and 
would  have  pointed  you  out  to  the  World  as  Faithless  People  &  haveing  thus  Retriv'd  your 
Honour  and  Shak't  off  the  fetters  that  the  French  by  your  own  folly  had  begun  to  putt  upon 
you  I  open  my  Armes  &  IKceive  you  and  Embrace  you  with  Joy  &  Effection  Equall  to  that 
which  we  felt  when  a  Brother  has  Escaped  from  the  hands  of  his  Enemies  that  Were  streched 
out  to  putt  him  to  Death  in  lopes  therefore  that  for  the  future  you  will  Guard  against  the 
Crafty  Designs  of  the  French  Defeat  their  Attempts  &  Resist  their  Temtations  that  you  never 
forgett  the  sacred  obligations  of  your  Publick  faith  which  has  United  you  to  us  and  made  us 
Brethren  and  that  our  Friendship  and  Brotherly  Love  may  be  strong  &■  Lasting  I  do  now  in 
the  Niime  of  my  Master  the  Great  King  of  (ireat  Brittain  your  Indulgent  Father  &  Protector 
in  the  most  Solemn  manner  renew  Brighten  and  strengthen  the  Antient  Covenant  that  has 
tird  you  &  all  his  Majesties  Subjects  in  the  Strictest  Bands  of  Affection  and  Interest  Lett  it  be 
your  Care  therefore  as  it  Shall  he  ours  to  keep  it  from  Rust  and  preserve  it  in  its  full  strength 
and  Lustre     gave  a  belt  of  Wampum 

The  Many  Instances  you  have  known  of  the  Craft  &  Treachery  of  French  ought  never 
to  be  forgotten  by  you  &  you  Shall  Learn  from  thence  that  no  Concessions  of  any  Sort  Can 
he  made  by  you  to  them  that  they  will  not  turn  to  you  Disadvantage  they  have  tryed 
Every  art  to  Weaken  you  &  if  possible  to  Extirpate  your  name  &  Nations  &  if  you  will  give 
your  Selves  Leave  to  Look  back  you  will  see  how  many  of  your  Youths  have  Perished  by 
the  sword  in  Fighting  their  Battles  against  nations  to  whom  you  yourselves  had  no 
Enemily  and  Can  there  be  a  surer  way  found  to  weaken  your  strength  or  in  Time  to 
Reduce  yoi:r  Number  to  an  handfull  of  men  and  in  the  End  to  Nothing  Courage  is  given 
us  to  Protect  and  Defend  our  Wives  our  Children  our  friends  &  our  Rightfull  possession 
not  to  Invade  &  by  force  &  \iolence  to  Injure  and  Distroy  our  Neighbours  who  Give  us  no 
Provocation  the  first  is  Commendable  the  Law  of  Nature  oblidgi-s  us  to  it  but  the  second 
Proclaims  to  the  world  our  want  of  Reason  &  our  Want  of  every  \irtue  and  Levels  us  with 
savage  beasts  a  Fresh  Instance  of  the  Designs  of  the  French  upon  you  has  Lately  Keached  my 
Ears  and  it  is  with  the  uttniost  Concern  that  I  hear  you  have  Consented  to  SuH'er  young  People 
to  Promise  the  French  to  Joyn  them  in  a  Warlike  Expedition  against  the  Foxes  what  are  your 
W  W8  in  CoiKpiest  Deceive  not  yourselves  tho  the  French  will  not  nuffer  you  to  share  with 
them  one  Inch  of  Land  is  it  Glory  r  Remember  that  (Jlory  is  the  Reward  of  Virtuous  actions 
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not  of  Lawless  Violence  what  will  you  gett  by  it  why  Nothing  but  Danger  &  perhaps 
Distruction  rather  Inspire  your  Youth  with  sentiments  of  Justice  Temperance  &  the  Love  of 
Mankind  Train  them  to  the  Use  of  A.ms  in  hunting  so  will  they  be  Inured  to  Labour  &  an 
Active  Life  m  their  youth  Ready  and  able  to  Defend  Their  own  Country  if  P:ver  it  Should  be 
Invaded  &  in  their  old  age  become  wise  Just  &  Prudent  Rulers  you  will  grow  Richer  at  Home 
and  Highly  Honour'd  abroad  for  those  Virtues  that  make  a  Nation  Renound  and  Famous- 

As  for  us  a  Long  Experience  has  taught  you  that  we  seek  Not  the  L.  struction  of  your  or  our 
Neighbours  and  that  we  Endeavour  to  Live  in  a  Strict  Union  with  you  to  Promote  and 
Incourage  your  Trade  &  Even  to  Bring  it  Home  to  your  own  Doors  the  Tradeing  house  at 
Oswego  IS  an  Instance  of  the  Truth  of  what  I  say  &  I  am  presuaded  you  have  fbund  your 
advantage  as  well  as  your  Ease  in  it  as  our  Brethren  therefore  I  hope  (and  what  may  not  one 
Brother  Expect  from  an  other )  that  you  will  keep  the  paths  that  Leads  to  that  Tradeing  House 
open  not  only  for  you  selves  but  also  for  all  the  Upper  Nations  we  have  great  Plenty  of  goods 
to  suply  both  you  and  them  &  the  more  skins  you  and  the  remote  Nations  bring  Thither  the 
more  goods  shall  we  send  to  Traffick  with  you  and  we  shall  always  sell  thesn  Cheaper  to  you 
than  the  ffrench  who  are  Obliged  to  buy  many  goods  from  us. 

It  is  said  that  our  Brethren  the  Sinnekees  and  Cayuges  have  sold  those  Lands  on  Susquehanna 
River  on  which  they  settled  the  Schavanna  and  other  Indians  who  put  themselves  under  their 
Protection,  if  it  be  so  I  hope  you  will  give  them  other  Lands  to  live  on  and  prevent  their 
Settling  among  the  French  Indians  some  of  whom  I  am  told  have  Invited  them  to  dwell  at 
Tucksagrandle  thereby  hoping  to  Weaken  you  and  Sireghthen  themselves  but  I  trust  in  that 
Wisdom  &  foresight  for  what  you  are  remarkable  That  you  will  Defeat  their  Intentions  by 
Keeping  those  people  Among  you  and  Increase  your  own  Strength  by  Inviting  other  Indians 
to  live  with  you. 

I  have  brought  from  King  George  my  Master  and  your  Father  a  Good  present  which  1  shall 
deliver  you  as  soon  as  you  give  Me  your  Answer  that  you  may  not  be  Cheated  out  of  it  for 
Rum  as  you  have  often  been;  but  that  you  may  Carry  it  home  to  vour  Family  Entire  — I 
shall  likewise  give  you  Provisions  for  your  Journey  &  Rum  Enough  but  not  till  you  are  just 
going    I  have  now  done  &  shall  wait  for  your  Answer 

Answer  of  the  Six  Nations  — 
Brother  Corlae' 

We  have  heard  your  Proposition  and  shall  take  it  into  Consideration  We  cannot  tell 
how  soon  we  shall  be  ready  with  our  Answer  but  We  shall  Acquaint  your  Honour  when 
we  are  ready 


t* 


Answer  of  the  Sachims  of  the  six  Nations  to  the  Governours  Proposition  the 
30">  June  1737 

Brother  Corlaer 

You  made  lately  a  Proposition  to  us  in  the  Name  of  the  King  your  Master  and  our  Father 
You  said  likewise  Brother  Corh.er  that  you  was  Glad  to  meet  us  here  in  the  City  of 
Albany  You  have  also  said  Brother  Corlaer  that  you  Opned  your  Arms  to  Embrace  us  with 
Sincere  Love. 
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You  have  likewise  told  us  Brother  Corlaer  that  the  reason  you  Embraced  us  with  open  Arms 
was  that  We  had  Escaped  the  deadly  Snares  that  were  laid  for  us  And  that  you  received  us 
again  with  hearty  friendship  — 

You  have  likewise  told  us  that  your  Chief  Business  here  was  to  renew  the  Antient  Covenant 
Chain  that  our  Ancestors  made  together,  to  renew  that  Silver  Chain  wherewith  our  aforesaid 
forefathers  had  linked  their  hands  together  and  to  make  its  Lusture  still  more  bright 
and  Clear  — 

Brother  Corlaer 

That  Covenant  which  our  fforefathers  have  made  you  have  told  us  nobody  can  breake  which 
We  always  say  on  our  part  that  it  shall  not  be  in  the  power  of  any  evill  tongue  to  make  a 
breach  betwixt  us 

Brother  Corlaer 

We  have  remembered  everything  that  has  been  Transacted  between  our  fforefathers  hitherto 
One  Generation  tells  it  to  another — 

Brother  Corlaer 

We  are  very  glad  with  the  Promises  that  you  have  made  to  the  six  Nations  ;  which  you 
promise  to  keep  Inviolable  on  your  part,  and  we  are  come  on  the  same  End  and  promise 
in  the  name  of  the  Six  Nations  to  keep  the  same  Inviolable  on  our  part  and  to  make  it  Clearer 
and  stronger  than  it  ever  has  been  before;  We  know  Brother  Corlaer  that  our  Neighbouring 
Enemies  would  rejoyce  to  hear  that  we  fell  out  together  but  the  better  we  agree  the  more 
Disagreeable  it  will  be  to  them  in  Confirmation  of  all  we  have  said :  Give  this  belt  Wampum 
Brother  Corlaer. 

S Jdl  ''m"  P  '"'''  "'  ";at  you  heard  that  there  lyes  a  belt  Wampum  amongst  the  Sinnekees 
Send  by  he  Governor  of  Canada  to  invite  us  to  go  to  war  with  him  against  the  Foxes  it  is 
true  Brother  there  ,s  a  belt  come  from  Canada  but  it  is  our  own  which  was  returned  us     We 

in  place  o    a  Letter  m  order  to  be  Informed  of  the  truth  of  it  the  Governour  of  Canada  hath 

h  i  t3    t:     r  ,    ."'  T"f  '^  "^  '*"'  '''  "^  '"""  ^"«-  --  -  '-''^  -  what  we 

Fov  T  th  ^"  Vn  ?  '  "'/''  "'  ''""^  '•'"'  ^'  '"'^"^^^  '°  SO  on  an  Expedition  against  the 
Poxes  &  their  Allies  but  no  harm  was  Intended  us  &  if  we  were  willing  to  go  we  slio'd  be 
welcome  but  he  sent  us  no  belt  &  it  is  a  Maxim  amongst  us  if  ever  any  body  spLks  to  us  hev 
must  give  a  Belt  which  the  Governour  of  Caneda  has  not  done  so  we 'take  no  notice  of  it.  ^ 
Brother  Corlaer 

thI°"'Tn'''''.T'M'p'''7^  V"^'"'  "«  C'--'^" '«  »"y  thing  the  ffreneh  should  tell  us;  for 
they  are  a  Dece.tfull  People  and  no  Creditt  to  be  given  to  what  they  say  but  that  we  should 
adhere  firmly  to  the  Covenant  Chain  with  you. 

Brother  Corlaer 

Pair  b;T'aiuir„'r  T.r  i  't".  ""^  ''^"  ^'^ ''''"  ^"^"^  ^^"'^  •«  ^^^--««  -^  «"'y »- «-» 

tTL  there  '''  '"  '""""  '''  ''  ^'^^  ^'^^'^  ""  '— gement  to  come  and 
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Brother  Corlaer 

Brother  Corlaer 

wfv^es  &  Child'tl'^thl"  h"  '''\  n    ^'°"''  ^'"  ^'"  ^  '"'^'^^^  "°  ''"'^^  ^"^  ^^"^^  ^are  of  our 

Brother  Corlaer 

We  think  there  is  some  poison  at  Oaweeo  wherp  thp  Tnn  ;<.  «„* .  r  .         ,      . 

the  Bait.  wnere  tlie  Irap  is  Set;  for  many  have  dyed  with 

Brother  Corlaer 

oJJltL'ZTTZ't:  T  n"'""  T'"^  *'""''   '"'"  ""™  Recommended  .„  ™  „„. 

Brother  Corlaer 

vvo'd "  buTwe^Can't  n''  ""  r?,^*'^^^'-  -'^  ^^'^  —  to  Oswego  the  Cheaper  the  Goods 

The  Governcur  told  them  here 

m  Jk  IL"'' 7";  """='""■"=  ''"™"  '■>'  «"«  P««icoat  rmpo,e,  „„  ,l,em  a„d  de.ired  then,  to 
r  leeXalX:'  ""'  ''°°' ""'  '"""  '"  ''""'  ■"'^""  "'"  «'™  "-  '"»  '■-^- 
Brother  Corlaer 

PhihVlT'  ^i'^T'''  '"''^  "'"'  ^°"   '^'■^^^   '^^"'^   that   some  of  our   Indians   have   been   at 
acWph.a  Last  summer  And  sold  the  Land  to  M'  Penn  which  the  Schaweno  "  1  ve    n  .nd 

Brother 

theT now  live^  ''"'"""  ''""  """  '^""''  '"^'  ^'"^^'^  ^"^'^'^  «°  to  leave  the  Lands  whereon 
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Brother 

We  think  there  is  an  old  misunderstanding  between  the  Schawenoes  and  Governor  Penii 
and  they  have  Conceived  some  disgust  against  Governor  I'enn  and  the  Design  of  the 
Scliawenoes,  to  leave  their  Lauds  has  been  in  Agitation  some  years 

Brother  Corlaer 

We  say  we  think  it  is  Governor  Penns  fault  and  we  shall  give  our  reasons  for  it:  it  is  a 
Custome  amongst  the  Cliristians  that  when  they  buy  land  of  the  Indians  to  take  in  more  than 
is  agreed  for  And  we  believe  M'  Penn  has  Encroached  on  their  Lands  and  therefore  they  go 
for  Protection  to  the  French  wherefore  we  desire  you  would  use  your  Intrest  as  a  Mediator 
between  JP  I'enn  &  them  to  prevent  their  going  to  tiie  ffreuch     upon  this  gave  a  Belt 

Brother  Corlaer 

In  Antient  times  wiien  our  forefathers  first  met  at  this  place  we  will  tell  you  what  then 
happned;  before  there  was  a  house  in  this  place,  when  we  lodged  under  the  Leaves  of  the 
Trees  tiie  Christians  and  We  Entered  into  a  Covenant  of  friendship,  and  the  Indians  loved  the 
Christians  on  Account  the  sold  them  the  goods  Cheap,  this  Government  was  likened  unto  a 
Great  Ship  which  was  moared  behind  a  great  Yper  Tree'  but  because  the  Tree  was  perishable 
the  Anchor  wras  lifted  up  and  laid  behind  the  Great  hill  at  Onondage  and  the  Six  Nations  are 
to  take  Care  of  that  Anchor  :  that  it  be  not  llemoved  by  any  Enemy 

Brother  Corlaer 

We  Shall  not  Repeat  a  Long  Story  of  what  happend  between  our  Forefathers  we  Shall 
break  off  here  but  We  shall  say  in  few  Words  that  our  Forefathers  Did  act  Uprightly  &  in 
SimpHcity  when  they  first  begun  to  trade  they  had  goods  much  Cheaper  than  we  have  now 
you  Said  we  had  no  Memories  but  it  is  Written  in  our  F  jreheads     Gave  a  Boundle  Bever. 

Brother  Corlaer 

We  have  now  Said  what  we  had  to  say  &  Conclude  with  A  Request  that  your  honour  will 
order  us  Waggons  to  Carry  us  back  to  Schanectady  we  thank  your  honour  for  your  kindness 
in  Ordering  our  hatchetts  Locks  &  kettles  to  be  mended  but  we  have  a  few  Guns  to  be  mended 
&  the  Gunsmith  has  refused  to  mend  them  because  he  had  no  orders  for  it:  hope  your  honour 
will  give  orders  for  the  same  which  was  accordingly  Done 


The  Gov'  further  Said  Viz'  — 

The  Reason  they  gctt  a  Less  price  for  their  Bever  is  that  the  Traders  Gett  Less  of  it  then 
they  did  formerly  our  Traders  give  more  for  your  Bever  &"  than  the  French  do  which 
Themselves  know; 

Brethren 

1  am  v.M-y  Glad  we  are  met  here  in  Friendship  &  hope  we  shall  part  with  Love  &  Allei-tion 
as  Friends  I  Shall  order  you  Waggons  &  Provisions  to  Carry  you  home  I  am  very  Sorry  there 
has  been  any  Misunderstanding  betwixt  Governour  Pen  &  the  Shaweno  Indians. 

'  Yiiuiiboom,  a  sjiwiti*  of  ghn.  Ilullrop'a  Dutcli  JJiclionary.  —  liu. 
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I  Shall  Do  my  Endenvour  to  gelt  a  good  Understanding  betwixt  them  but  as  no  mnn  C-,n 
Answer  for  the  Success  of  what  he  undertakes  I  Recommend  to  you  to  keep  t he  Si  a^venoes 
among  your  .elves  as  you  have  Done  ,he  Tuskierores  to  prevent  their  Going'to  the  13- 

The  Speaker  of  the  Six  Nations  named  Cachjagorocden  waited  on  his  Honour 
Oeorge  Clarke  Esq™  &  said 

Brother  Corlaer 

hI"  tion  on  T  '"  T  '"n'  ""'  *'"  ''^'""^"''  ""'''^^^  -^-'^-'  ^o  Remove  from  their 

— ' ."  •- "-  — '.-,";'c:;' ii:  ;~r.~. ",::.-  ■ 


rp.  „  ^  ,  .  Albany  July  1"  1737 

toS  igeThTsiTx^i::::,?''  r  f""^  """'^^^^  ^"^^  "^  ^■^■"^  ^^^'*-  -^" « ^-omtion 

ouoMge  the  Six  Nations  to  Revoke  the  promise  of  Leave  which  they  had  given  to  the  French 
erpreter  to  bu.ld  att  Tierondequat.  tiuU  having  obtained  such  promise  fL    tl  en   le  Jo    , 
then  Endeavour  to  Prevail  with  them  to  sell  .o  him  for  his  Mi.jes.ies  use  so  n.u  h  L3 
r.erondequat  as  would  be  Necessary  to  Erect  a  Fort  o„  and  so  nmch  Land  adjoi      g   o      ; 
m.ght  serve  to  raise  Provisions  of  all    kinds  sulficient  to  Victuall  that  Garriso  Tosw  ;" 
Plus   Declarafon   g.v.ng   umbrage   to   some  of  the   Comn.issioners  of  Indian  Affairnvho 
apprehend.ngor  pretending  to  suspect  that  the  Governour  had  a  Design  to    mrc  Itl^o  e 
L     ds  for  Ins  own  use  whereby  he  might  ingross  great  part  of  the  ffur  tnuie  gr  w       "     a  . 
1.. Iked  of  Speak.ng  to  the  Indians  not  to  sell  bin,  any  Lauds  There  this  Discourse  Come    ! 
to  the  (.overnours  Ears  and  giving  bin,   Cause  to  fear  that  bis  good  Intenti     s  „^u       l' 
defeated   by  those  whose  Duty  it  was  to  assist  him  Resolved  at  any  rate  to  Att.  n  hi       n  ! 
and  Judgmg  ..at  Nothing  would  Remove  the  Jealousie  that  some  Jf  t  e  Con^        o     .^^^^^^^^^^ 
Conce.ve,'    so   soon    or   so    Easily  as  to  give    them     That    land  which  they  pret  n  e 
Governour  _,n  ended   to  purchase    for  hin.self,    the  Governour   therefore    to'ok'   Occasion    t 
t^  be  bad  be...nl.     He  declared  that  be  bad  no  Tntention  to  take  one  Inch  of  the 

w      .d  Expense  of  makmg  the  Purchase  be  would    Grant  it   to    then,    and    then 

Dnected  u,  meet  together  to  Consider  of  it  and  let  bim  know  their  resolutio  s ' 

one  or     wo    n.ee,.ng.s   a   Con.mittee   of    the   Co.nmissioners.  waited    on    the   G  v  rn^       , 
Acquanued  Inn,  that  t   ey1,ad  Considered  of  what  be  had  sayM  to  then,  and  that  „ 

ent  by  tbe  rest  to   thank  bi.n    &  to   Desire  that   be  would  make    the    Pu.-chase        1  Z 
Gra..t    to   then,     our   or   f.ve    thousand    Acres    the    Governour   undertook    it   (..II 

nor  were  these  D.rect.ons  g.ven  privately  but  openly  in  the  hearing  of  the  Council  and  the 
Co,nnnss,oners  o    Ind.an  AlK.irs  and  yC  the  Interpreter  Carryed  them  to  the  Ilouseof  N    o 
Reek  r  one  o    t  e  Conu.nss.oners  and  as  lUeeker  says,  told  bin,  it  was  the  (.-overnors  (,   , 
ba     le  should   treat  w.th  them  about  the  Purchase  of  the  Land   but  when  the  (.nen.o 
Exam,ned   tbe   Interpreter  n,   tbe   presence  of  lileeker  and  AP  Livingston  and  others      e 
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Interpreter  Deney'd  that  the  Governor  had  given  him  any  such  Orders,  or  directed  him  to 
Carry  the  Sachims  to  M'  Bleeivers,  or  that  M'  Livingston  the  secretary  for  Indian  afl'airs  had 
given  him  any  such  Orders:  the  Governor  much  displeased  both  v?ith  Bleeker  and  the 
Interpreter,  Expressed  his  Resentment  very  warmly  reproved  Bleeker  for  taking  upon  himself 
to  treat  with  the  Indians  on  that  head  and  Checked  the  Interpreter  for  having  Disobeyed 
his  Orders : 

The  sachims  upon  Bleekers  proposals  to  buy  all  their  lands  on  the  south  side  of  the  Lake 
from  Niagara  to  Oswrtro  Answered  him  with  a  good  Deal  of  heat  that  they  would  not  sell  it 
Thfit  wherever  the  Christians  Settled  their  hunting  was  destroj'ed  for  the  Bever  &  Deer  &c. 
fled  from  the  places  where  they  were  Disturbed:  and  when  Bleeker  again  pressed  them  to  it 
they  Answered  that  if  they  should  be  willing  to  let  us  settle  there  yet  the  proprietors  of  the 
Land  at  Tierondequat  were  in  the  sinnekees  Country  and  that  for  their  part  they  would  not 
Sell  other  Mens  Lands  thus  through  folly  or  design  the  Governors  Intentions  are  for  the  present 
defeated :  the  Interpreter  owned  to  the  Governor  that  he  believed  some  people  had  put  him 
on  sending  the  sachims  to  Bleekers  but  that  being  fudled  he  could  not  remember  who  the 
persons  were  thjit  put  him  upon  it 

A  True  Copy  taken  from  the  Minutes 

Compared  and  Examined  P' 

Pii  Livingston 

Sec'y  for  the  Indian  Affairs. 


Proposition  made  by  the  Honourable  George  Clarke  Esq'  Lieut.  Gov'  & 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  province  of  New  York  &"  to  the  Schachkook 
Indians  in  Albany  the  first  July  1737 

Present —  The  Honourable  George  Clarke  Esq'  &" 

Abraham  Van  Home    )  „  „  ^         ., 

n,  ...    T-  •       .  >  Esq"  of  Council 

Philip  Livingston  )        ' 

The  Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs 

The  JNIayor  Recorder  &  Alderman 
Children 

I  sent  for  you  my  Children  to  give  you  Fresh  Assurance  of  the  Protection  of  the  Great  King 
of  Great  Brittain  my  Master,  our  Conion  Father  &  sovereign  &  to  Acknowledge  in  this  Publick 
manner  the  Just  sence  I  have  of  your  Dutiful!  behaviour  and  Fidelity  to  him  and  your  Klfection 
to  your  Brethren  the  Rest  of  his  Subjects  in  those  parts  and  in  his  Name  I  Renew  with  you 
the  ancient  Covenant  Chaiu  wiat  it  be  Stronger  &  Brighter  then  ever  In  Consequence  of  which 
I  Expect  you  will  behave  your  Selves  in  a  Peaceable  manner  to  all  your  Brethren  his  Majesties 
Subjects  Jvspecialiy  your  good  Neighbours  at  seachkook  that  you  stay  &  not  Remove  from 
that  your  old  habitation  to  other  Remote  Places  but  to  keep  your  abode  under  the  Branches 
&  Leave?  of  the  Great  Tree  of  Peace  Planted  for  you  &  to  persuade  all  Those  who  may  be 
Removed  to  Return  to  that  Shade  I  Shall  take  Care  you  Shall  have  Land  Suflicient  to  plant 
on  &  that  the  Tree  may  Flourish  &  grow  &  if  you  do  follow  this  advice  you  will  again  grow 
a  Strong  and  Flourishing  People  but  when  you  scatter  &  are  Seperated  that  will  be  a  Certain 
Means  to  weaken  you.     gave  a  Belf,; 
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I  make  you  a  present  in  the  name  of  our  Great  FatluT  of  such  Things  as  are  Necessary  for 
you  which  Siiall  be  Delivered  you  after  you  Sliail  have  Given  your  Answer. 

They  Answered  Father 

We  are  glad  to  see  you  here  &  thankful  for  your  advice  you  have  given  which  we  shall 
Follow  as  far  as  in  our  power  we  are  not  ready  to  give  our  answer  out  of  hand  but  shall 
Consider  of  what  you  have  Recommended  to  us  &  give  you  an  Answer  to  Morrow 

Answer  made  by  the  Schaahkook   Indians  to  the  Honourable  George  Clarke 
Esq^  Lieu'  Gov'  &"  the  S-"  July  17^7 

TnESENT—  The  HonW"  (Jeorge  Clarke  Esq'  &■= 

Abraham  V  Home    ) 

1.1  :i:„  r     ■       *  r  Esq"  Councellers 

I'hilip  Ljvingstou      )        ' 

The  Commissioners  of  Indian  AIRiirs 
Father 

We  are  glad  and  Rejoyced  to  see  you  here  and  bid  you  heartily  welcome  we  give  you  our 
hand  and  renew  the  old  Covenant  Chain  with  our  Father  and  Grandfather  and  here  is  a  Token 
werewith  we  strenghen  that  Chain  &  we  are  very  glad  to  see  you  in  behalf  of  our  Father  to 
Take  the  Trouble  to  V' isitt  your  Children  and  that  we  live  in  I'eace  and  Friendship  and  that 
the  Tree  of  Peace  may  Flourish  that  its  Branches  may  Spread  &  we  Live  under  the  Shade 
(gave  a  few  bever)  and  that  the  Fire  which  has  been  kindled  at  Schaahkook  has  been  almost 
Extinguist  but  now  it  begins  to  Burn  again  that  Smoak  will  not  Dissappear  again  &  we  now 
again  Brighten  the  Chain  &  wrap  this  Bever  about  it  that  it  may  keep  clear  not  only  for  us 
but  for  Many  Generations  and  are  glad  that  our  Father  was  pleased  to  see  so  many  of  his 
Children  here  and  that  we  Increased  I  give  this  Belt  in  token  that  we  are  Glad  you  did 
recommend  unto  us  to  Encrease  &  Multiply  and  Draw  as  many  of  our  People  to  Return  and 
Live  at  Schaachkook  which  we  Do  promise  to  Do  as  much  as  in  our  power. 

Answer 
I  give  you  in  his  Majestie's  >.ime  my  Master  and  your  Indulgent  Father  a  Present  of  Such 
Things  as  are  usefull  for  you  &  I  expect  you  will  behave  your  Selves  as  Dutiful!  Children 
A  true  Copy 

Examind  &  Compaird  P' 

Pil  :    LiVIXGRTOV 

Sec"  to  the  Indian  Ad'airs 


Lkntenant-Governor  Clarle  to  the  Loi'<h  of  Trade. 

[Now- York  Papers,  Og.,  No.  10.] 

My  Lords 

I  obeyed  your  Lordships  commands  of  the  18  of  February  by  accjuninting  the  members  of 
his  Majestys  Council  for  this   Province  who  are  appointed  with  others,  Commissioners  for 
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selling  the  lines  between  Masaatluisets  and  New  Hampshire,  with  what  yoiir  Lordships 
directed  me,  Soon  alter  the  Commissioners  arrived  I  received  from  the  Apent  of  New  Hampshire 
a  copy  of  it  with  letters  and  copys  of  the  Commission  for  the  other  Gentlemen  which  were 
delivered  to  all  of  them  except  one  Harrison  who  has  been  in  England  these  two  years,  and 
soon  after  came  two  Gentlemen  from  the  Massathusets  on  the  same  errand,  but  no  signilication 
from  either  Province  that  they  would  reward  their  trouble  or  have  their  expences,  so  that  none 
went  from  this  Town,  but  two  Gentlemen  being  likewise  sent  from  Boston  to  Albany  they 
prevailed  with  JSP  Livingston  to  go,  as  for  myself  your  Lordships  know  it  was  impracticable 
for  me  to  leave  the  province 

I  have  the  honor  likewise  to  receive  your  Lordships  letter  of  the  22  of  June  acquainting  me 
that  his  Majesty  has  appointed  my  Lord  Def^aware  Governor  of  this  Province  and  Jersey;  I 
beg  leave  to  assure  your  Lordships  that  I  will  do  my  utmost  to  preserve  the  tranquility  of  this 
Province  hopeing  in  all  things  to  acquit  myseif  to  your  Lordships  approbation  and  thereby  to 
recommend  myself  to  your  protection,  the  Assembly  are  sitting  but  have  yet  done  nothing  but 
hearing  and  determining  controverted  Elections,  that  is  now  over  and  1  hope  the  house  will 
proceed  to  busines,  of  which  I  will  do  myself  the  honor  to  acquaint  vour  Lordships;  I  am 
with  the  most  profound  respect  and  honor 

My  Lords 

Your  Lordships 

most  humble  and 
New  York  most  obedient  Servant 

October  14.  1737.  Geo:  Clarke 

End""  ReC"  Nov:  22. 

Head  Nov :  30.  1 737. 


Lieutenant -Governor  Clarice  to  the  Diike  of  JSfev^cafitle. 

[Now-Tork  rnpprs,  (S.  P.  0.,)  IX.,  10.  ] 

My  Lord. 

J  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Grace,  that  yesterday  the  Assembly  broke  up  for  this  session, 
after  having  made  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  deficiencys  of  the  last  revenue,  and  laid  a 
foundation  for  a  future  one,  by  striking  paper  money,  (which  was  much  wanted),  to  be  let  out 
on  interest,  and  by  giving  some  smaller  dutys  than  formerly,  on  the  importation  of  merchandize, 
hut  the  application  of  those  Funds  for  the  future  support  of  (iovern',  they  have  reserv'd  to  the 
next  sitting — 

This  morning  I  received  an  express  from  Albany,  acquainting  me  that  AP  Will™  Dick  Capt"  of 
one  of  the  hulependant  companys  posted  there,  lyed  the  tenth  inst:  —  M''  McliolM  Capt" 
Lieut"'  of  tile  company  commanded  by  the  late  Governor,  having  in  the  most  earnest  manner 
desired  my  leave  to  goe  home  on  this  occasion,  I  have  given  it  him,  hoping  it  may  receive  Your 


'See  note;  V.,  876.  — Ki>. 
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Grace's  approbation;  he  has  served  long  in  the  army,  greatest  part  of  the  last  war  in  Flanders 
and  many  years  here,  where  he  has  behav'd  himself  very  well,  and  presun.es  to  h.n.e  from  his 
ong  services  (or  Vour  Graces  protection,  to  which  I  humbly  beg  leave  to  recommcd  him,  and 
to  subscribe  myself  with  the  most  profound  regard  and  honour 

My  Lord 

,  Your  Graces: 

-,       „    ,  Most  obedient  and 
New  York  .  ■      ,■  , 

Dec'thel7"'17-17  most  dutiful  servant 

i^ectl.el?     1737.  (signed).         G  VV  S  Clauke' 


Licutenant-Governoi-  ChrJce  to  the  Lordu  of  Trade. 

[New- York  Tapera,  Oj.  No.  14.] 

My  Lords  ^'^^  "^'"■'^  f«^^=  17.  1735 

On  the  17  of  December  I  did  myself  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  Lordships  that  the  Assembly 
were  adjourned  for  this  season,  having  first  made  good  the  Deliciencys  of  the  last  Revenue, 
which  were  very  considerable,  and  given  some  fonds  for  a  future  Support,  the  application 
whereof  they  have  reserved  to  their  ne.xt  sitting,  nor  in  all  likelyhood  will  they  then  give  it  for 
a  longer  time,  than  from  year  to  year;  that  oeing  the  General  disposition  of  the  people  as  well 
without  doors  as  within,  hoping  thereby  to  restrain  a  Governor  from  running  into  any  excesses  • 
for  my  own  part  if  I  had  nothing  to  consult  but  my  own  ease  and  interest,  'twould  give  me  no 
great  concern,  since  I  think  a  moderate  use  of  power  is  the  best,  and  I  am   sure  is  most 
agreeable  to  my  nature;  but  as  former  Revenues  have  been  giv.n  for  a  longer  time,  I  think 
niyself  obliged  in  duty  to  his  Majesty,  to  endeavour  at  least  to  get  it  establish'd  on  the  same 
A,ot;    how  I  shall  succeed   I  can't  tell,   the  (Grievances  complained   of  in    a    late    unhappy 
Governinent  have  sowered  the  people,  and  will  make  my  task  exceedingdilficult,  tho  as  to  other 
tilings     have  had  the  good  fortune  to  succeed  pretty  well,  having  reduced  the  i'rovince  to  a 
state  ol    Repose,  little  lookt  for  in  so  short  a  time;   and   yet  your  LordsP'  I  presume  will 
easily  imag.n   that  it  will  require  a  longer  to  wear  out  the  memory  of  unkindnesses  so  lately 
and  so  warmly  done  by  each  party  to  the  other,  but  a  steady  course  of  moderation  in  the 
Administration  of  Government,  if  there  be  no  prospect  of  .speedy  Alteration  in  it,  will  J  hope  in 
tile  course  of  a  lew  years,  perfectly  restore  them  to  a  Mutual  Benevolence ;  for  my  own  part 
I  think  I  may  very  justifiably  make  u.se  of  all  advantages  to  obtain  a  settlement  of  the  Revenue 
for  a  term  of  years,  and  shall  soon  have  one,  which  if  your  Lordships  approve  of.  It  may 
answer  to  the  end :  It  is  this,  above  twenty  years  ago  the  E.xcise  on  Strong  Liquors,  which 
before  that  time  had  all  along  been  appropriated  to  the  Revenue,  was  given  towards  the  sinkin<r 
a  large  sum  of  paper  money  then  struck  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  Government;  this  fon.l  will 
e.xpire  in  i/3t.,  When  as  I  am  informed,  there  will  be  nigh  twenty  thousand  pounds  of  that 
paper  money  unsunk,  I  presume  therefore  when  ever  the  Assembly  talk  of  continuing  tiiat  fond, 

'  ^'ic.  —  Kd. 
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or  giving  another  to  sink  that  paper  money,  I  may  then  insist  on  a  Revenue  for  a  term 
of  years,  as  a  condition  of  my  assenting  to  sucii  bill ;  But  yet  my  Lords  I  would  fain  have  your 
Lordships  opinion  and  Commands  thereon,  before  it  be  brought  on  the  Carpet,  which  probably 
may  be  next  Summer;  nor  must  I  too  much  rely  on  that  expedient,  but  make  use  of  it  in 
conjunction  with  other  things,  to  win  them  to  the  like  measures  that  former  Assemblys  have 
taken  least  by  insisting  too  highly  and  positively  on  it,  I  kindle  a  new  fire  in  the  province  ;  for 
those  paper  bills  will  be  in  a  multitude  of  hands,  who  will  without  doubts  bo  very  clamarous 
on  that  occasion. 

One  thing  that  the  Country  have  for  several  years  complained  of,  and  born  with  much 

impatience,  is,  the  long  continuance  of  their  Assemblys;  and  to  it  they  in  a  great  measure 

impute  the  party  heats  animossitiea  and  divisions,  that  have  subsisted  here,  with  the  decay  of 

ship  building  Navigation  and  Trade;  to  that  (they  say)  it  is  owing,  that  many  people  have  left 

this  Province,  to  go  to  Carolina  Pensilvania  and  the  several  Charter  Govern"  in  New  England  ; 

Whereby  lands  in  the  Country,  and  houses  in  town,  are  much  fallen  in  their  vallue  and  in  their 

Ifents;  they  look  upon  frequent  Assemblys,  as  the  best  and  surest  protection  of  their  liberties 

and  properties,  tis  to  the  laws  subsisting  in  the  other  Colonys,  which  I  have  mentioned,  for 

frequent  Elections,  that  they  ascribe  the  happyness  of  those  people,  tht  increase  of  their  Tr.ide 

and  the  peopleing  their  Countrys  in  a  few  years  past  even  beyond  belief;  whether  this  b    the 

sole  or  the  prevailing  cause;  it  is  certain  that  the  people  of  this  Province  passionately  wish  to 

be  put  by  a  law,  in  the  like  situation  with  their  N.Mghbours,  whom  I  have  mentioned  hoping 

from  thence  to  retrieve  their  declining  trade  Navigation  and  Ship  Building,  and  to  see  the 

Province  soon  replenished  with  white  people,  and  truly  My  Lords,  I  think  it  were  to  be  wished 

that  the  Provinces  under  his  Majesty's  more  immediate  Government,  were  to  be  upon  a  foot  as 

advantagt'ous  for  the  encouragement  of  its  inhabitants  and  of  Strangers  to  come  and  dwell  in 

them,  as  the  charter  and  proprietary  Provinces,  it  is  pity  that  tiiis  Province  above  all  others, 

as  it  is  a  frontier,  should  not  be  well  peopled  If  it  was  the  french  would  not  take  those  large 

strides  they  have  done,  and  are  dayly  taking;  they  have  already  possest  themselves  of  the 

Crown  point,  and  built  strong  Stone  fort  there,  which  cutts  olf  all  communication  between  us 

and  the  Northern  Indians,   from  whence  wc  formerly  hod  much   bever,  They  have  possest 

themselves  of  Magra,  whereby  they  may  in  a  great  measure  intercept  the  trade  of  the  Western 

Indians  in  their  way  to  Oswego;  they  lieve  attempted,  and  had  well  nigh  obtained,  leave  of 

the  Six  Nations  to  build  a  trading  house  at  Tieroiidequat  in  the  Sinnekes  Country,  which 

for  the  present  I  have  happily  prevented,  and  am  now  taking  some  measures  to  get  from  the 

Six  Nations  some  land  to  ixiild  a  fort  on  at  that  place,  If  1  fail  in  that  attempt,  and  the  french 

succeed  Adue  to  <  Vswego,  and  all  our  fur  Trade,  for  Tieronde(juat  will  entirely  cut  oil' our 

Western  fur  Trade,  and  what  the  consequences  thereof  will  be  to  the  trade  of  England,  Your 

Lordships  know  full  well;  Nor  is  the  lo.ss  of  our  Trade  all  lh:it  we  arc  to  appn^hend,  for  with 

it  we  shall  loose  the  Six  .Nations:  It  is  with  much  dilliculty  and  a  great  Annual  Expense  to 

this  Province  in  time  of  peace,  without  any  assistance  from  our  .Neighbours,  that  we  have  and 

now  still  retain  the  lidelity  of  the  Six  Nations;  who  with  us  in  time  of  a  french  war,  are  the 

only  Harrier  to  New  Jersey  IVnsilvania  Maryland  \irginia  and  Carolina;  And  yet  even  then 

they  give  us  no  aid,   but  leave  us  to  defend  ourselves  as  well  as  we   can:  A  people  thus 

circumstanced,  ever   ready    to  defend    themselves  in  time   of  War,  atul  to   cover  the  other 

Britlsli  Colonys,  thus  situated  to  carry  on  the  fur  trade,  which  centers  in  England,  to  the  j^real 

advantage  of  that   Kingdom;  1  presutno  tu  tiiiiik,  deserve  Your    Lurdsliips  cuuiitenance   in 
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all  th.ngs  reasonable;  for  my  own  part  My  Lords  I  dare  not  interpose  my  opinion,  whether 
their  felicity  depends  so  absolutely  as  they  think  it  does,  on  their  having  frequent  Elections- 
It  IS  sufficient  for  me  to  tell  your  Lordships,  that  they  ihemselves-are  fully  possest  with  that 
opinion;  and  in  that  confidence  they  did  the  last  Session  pass  an  Act  for  triennial  Assemblys, 
the  Event  whereof  they  are  so  impatient,  that  at  their  request  I  now  send  it  to  your  Lordships 
by  way  of  Boston    before   tiie   other  Acts   can   possibly  be   ingrost;    hoping  that  by  your 
Lordships  favourable  representation  it  may  obtain  his  Majesty's  Approbation,  And  that  I  may 
have  It  before  the  Assembly  Sitts,  which  I  shall  be  obliged  to  put  off  as  long  as  I  can  for  that 
purpose,     riiey  did  likewise  the  last  Session  pass  an  Act,  empowering  themselves  to  appoint 
an  Agent  independent  of  a  Governour  or  the  Council ;  But  the  Council,  who  were  not  averse  to 
exclude    the  Governor,   would    not    be   excluded    themselves;   they    therefore    made    those 
alterations;  but  the  Assembly  would   by  no  means  agree  to  them.  So   that  the  Bill  dropt. 
However  the  Assembly  having  their  Triennial  Bill  very  warmly  at  heart,  sent  their  Speaker  to 
me.  desiring  me  to  be  their  Agent,  to  negotiate  his  Majestys  Approbation  of  their  Bill,  and 
especially  of  that  Bill ;  [  said  what  I  could  in  excuse,  founded  upon  their  Bill  for  appointing  an 
Agent,  and  upon  other  prudential  considerations.  But  that  would  not  do,  he  assured  me  that 
the  house  reposed  an  entire  Conli.ience  in  me.  which  shew'd  plainly   that    in    the   framing 
that  bill,  they  had  no  eye  to  me,  and  they  hoped   I  would   not  deny  their  request,  I  found 
myself  obliged  to  give  into  their  desire,  hoping  for  your  Lordships  countenance  and  that  from 
Ins  Majesty's  approbation.  It  may  have  a  very  good  effect  on  the  minds  of  the  people 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  send  to  your  Lordships  a  copy  of  their  Resolve,  If  it  were  not  for 
the   reason    mentioned  Vv'}  that  (he    people   are   impatient  of  living  in   a  Province,  where 
Assemblys  subsist  without  limitation  of  time,  and  for  the  inferences  they  deduce  from  it.  It 
were  impossible,  one  would  think,  that  this  Province  should  be  so  thinly  peopled  for  our  soil  is 
as  good  or  better,  than  that  of  our  Neighbouring  Colonys.  they  are  to  l.t>  purchased  or  patented 
on  easier  terms,  the  quit-rent  is  considerably  less  than  in  Pensylvania  (the  present  growing 
Colony)  our  land  taxes  none,  but  such  as  are  for  the  necessary  charges  of  the  respective 
Comitys,  which  are  annually  assessed  and  levyed  by  themselves,  and  are  very  inconsiderable, 
No  Province  is  more  happy  in  its  situation  for  trade  and  Navigation,  this  town  is  not  above  21 
miles  from  the  sea,  having  a  bold  and  safe  Channel  to  it.  for  Vessels  even  of  a  large  size,  and 
an  excellent  harbour  before  the  Town  :     Our  Inland  Navigation  is  inferior  to  none,  for  besides 
that  to  New  Jersey  and  Connecticut,  Hudson's  river  is  \,u  igahle  thro  the  heart  of  the  Province 
150  miles  from  New  York  to  Albany,  from  Albany  to  Schenectady  is  but  lo  or  16  miles  by 
land,  and  there  you  enter  into  the  Mohocks  river,  which  is  Navigable  for  Canoes  and  Battows 
to  the  head  of  it,  being  about  lao  or  130  mil.'s  from  tlience  there  is  a  short  land  carrynge  of  a 
few  miles  to  the  Wood  Creek,  which  leads  thro  the  On.ides  Iwik.'  to  Oswego,  and  the  Lakes 
and  Rivera  even  to  the  Branches  of  Messasippi,  it  is  from  the  Indians  that  inhabit  near,  and  to 
the  Northward  and  Westward  of  those  Lakes,  that  we  have  our  Beaver  in  exchange  chiefly  for 
goods  of  the  Manufacture  of   Kngland ;    with  all  these   advantages   this  I'rovince,  if  it  were 
p()pulon8.  might  extend  its  trade  to  a  far  greater  length,  but  it  cannot  be  expected,  that  they 
will  make  Settlements  in  remote  parts,  while  the  lands  nearer  at  hand  are  not  inhabited  for 
upon  the  first  rupture  with  france.  they  must  expect  to  ciuit  them,  and  retire  for  protection,  or 
to  be  cut  of  by  the  Enemy;  who  having  already  several  forts  between  Canada  and  Mesasippi. 
have  established  n  communication  between  those  |)laces  which  encompasses  all  the  English 
Colonys  on  that  side,  will  make  them  masters  of  all  the  Indiana  and  Indian  Trade,  and  enable 
Vol.  \'I.  16 
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them  to  annoy  our  Colonys  upon  every  occasion  And  yet  my  Lords  the  Assembly  think  that 
tilings  are  not  come  to  that  pass,  but  that  thev  are  still  witiiin  a  possibility  of  a  remedy,  from 
the  increase  of  people  among  us;  which  they  assert  can  no  way  so  well  be  brought  about,  as  by 
putting  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province,  upon  a  footing  as  near  as  possible  with  their  Neighbours, 
in  the  frequent  Election  of  their  Representatives,  This  they  say  will  above  all  things  promote 
that  great  end,  those  who  are  allready  removed  from  the  Province  will  return  to  it  again, 
others  will  [be]  encouraged  to  come  hither  from  abroad,  ship  building  will  again  revive  and  in 
consequence  Trade  and  Navigation  will  again  flourish.  Iron  work  (of  which  Oar  we  have  great 
plenty)  and  the  raising  of  hemp  (for  the  produce  whereof,  the  Province  abounds  in  Swamps 
and  Meadows  the  properest  land  for  it)  will  be  set  on  foot,  either  by  private  undertakings,  or 
by  publick  encouragement;  In  a  word  my  Lords  they  impute  every  evil  to  the  wantof  this  Act, 
and  promisse  themselves  every  Blessing  from  .his  Majesty's  approbation  of  it ;  Be  that  as  it  will 
it  is  ceriain  that  the  discontents  of  the  people  have  grown  in  proportion  to  the  length  of  time, 
that  an  Assembly  has  been  continued,  beyond  what  they  thought  reasonable  I  therefore  humbly 
hope  for  your  Lordships  favourable  representation  of  it  to  his  Majesty  for  his  Royal  approbation, 
and  lor  your  Lordships  pardon  for  this  long  address.  I  am  with  the  highest  honor  and  regard 
My  Lords 

Your  Lordships  * 

most  humble  and 

most  obedient  Servant 

Geo.  Clarke 


-*•■♦«• 


Lieutenant-Governor  Clarke  to  tJie  DuTce  of  Newcastle. 

I NewTork  P«pen  ( 8.  P.  O.,)  IX..  U.  ] 

My  Lord.  New-York  April  a""  1738. 

I  have  the  honor  to  receive  with  Your  Grace's  letter  to  my  Lord  de  Lawere  of  the  30"  of 
Nov  His  M;.j'>''  instruction  relating  to  the  form  of  prayer  for  the  Royall  family  which  I  have 
obeyed  and  with  the  papers  relating  to  Burrows  Master  of  the  sloop  happy,  one  Verplank  a 
Merch'  of  this  place  who  freighted  the  sloop  some  time  ago  came  to  me  and  acquainted  n.e  that 
he  was  informe<l  by  private  letters  that  Burrows  had  not  behaved  as  he  ought  atSallee- 
Burrows  being  here  I  told  M'  Verplank,  that  1  would  send  a  Messenger  to  bring  him  before 
me  in  Council  and  desired  M'  Verplank  to  attend.  Burrows  was  brought  but  Verplank  did 
not  come,  not  being  willing  as  I  was  informed  to  shew  hiuHelf  in  a  matter  whereof  he  had  not 
proof,  I  examined  Burrows  however  in  Council,  a  copy  of  whose  examination  I  do  myself  the 
honor  to  send  to  Y  our  (Jrace  :  The  Council  were  of  opinion,  that  as  no  proof  appeared  against 
Burrowes  he  ought  to  be  discharged ;  however  judging  there  was  some  foul  play,  I  directed  the 
Judge  of  the  Adiniralify  to  have  him  taken  up,  and  to  oblige  him  to  give  security  to  answer, 
he  (lid  80,  and  I  have  now  directed  the  advocate  General  to  file  a  libel  against  him  It  ig 
tliought  Burrows  will  not  come  hither  again  in  haste,  regardles  of  his  sureties,  he  is  a 
Bermudiun,  and  properly  belongs  to  that  Island,  tho*  he  often  freights  here. 
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I  beg  leave  humbly  to  thank  your  Grace  for  Your  Goodness  and  protection  to  my  son  and 
o  unpiore  the  same  to  myself,  for  tho'  the  difficulties  I  strugle  with  and  my  suSngrhav' 
been  g.e,t.  yet  I  dare  not  pretend  to  any  merit  that  may  hope  for  Your  G  races' notice  Ts  rom 
Your  Grace  s  goodness  and  Generosity  only  that  I  presume  to  hope  for  your  protection  that 
after  the  heat  and  fatigues  of  the  day.  I  may  enjoy  some  fruits  of  n'y  labc^^.rs  whi  Tv  "b  en 
grea  er  and  more  uncommon  then  I  believe  any  one  in  my  station  ever  encountered.      d  had  it 

underXlr  '"      '"'""  """^''  °'  ^""^    ''^^^^«  ^°""^~  '  '"-^  have  sunk 

I  had  the  melancholy  news  of  her  Maj'^'  death  in  the  public  prints,  long  before  I  had  the 
honor  to  receive  your  Grace's  letter  and  had  not  only  put  my  own  family  in  mTurning  b 

gm  yed  my  u,.ent.on  of  so  doing  beforehand  tha.  ,he  Town  might  be  the  ifke.  I  w "h T cou  d 
say.  my  example  was  un.versally  followed.  I  am  sure  there  never  was  an  iccasion  wh  h 
adnmmtred  more  real  cause  of  grief  to  a  people  who  admire  virtue,  love  our  constituUoI  are 
zealously  attached  to  the  protestant  succession,  heartily  profess  the  religion  of  or  country 
and  abhor  the  thoughts  of  despotick  power :  but  yet  My  Lord  the.e  are  some  insen  ible  of  t^fe 
greatness  of  tins  cruel  stroke  of  fate,  who  had  that  indiference  for  it  (to  say  no  worse  of  "hem^ 

at  U.O-  they  were  all  able,  and  rank  themselves  with  the  foremost  of  thJprindprr  people  o 

t  il  Iffll  T  "°r'"H  """•"'^"  '"  """"'"^'  ''^'^^^"'^'"^'  ''^''^^y  '-'  -ade  themselves 
the  joLe  of  the  Town  for  doing  ,t  on  the  late  Kings  death  -tho'  now  they  made  themselves  the 

contempt  of  .t- 1  would  not  presume  to  trouble  your  Grace  with  this,  if  one  pf  them  whom 
I  have  formerly  recommended  to  be  of  the  Council  was  not  in  the  small  number.  I  mean  M' 
John  Moore  a  Merch'  of  this  Town,  but  that  circumstance  provokes  me.  and  I  should  think 
rnyself  unpardonable  if  I  was  silent  under  it.  For  my  own  part  My  Lord.  I  never  was  so 
shockul  as  on  this  melancholy  occasiou.  n.y  heart  and  thoughts  are  full  of  it  as  I  believe 
u  every  good  subject's  and  if  any  thing  can  attone  for  my  inpertinence.  it  must  be  the 
dstract.on  of  my  m.nd;  .u  that  conSdence  I  humbly  ask  leave  to  subscribe  myself  with 
the  greatest  submission 

My  Lord 

Your  Graces 

Most  humble  most  obedient 

and  most  dutiful  servant 
( signed  ).        G  W  S.  Clarke. 


Lietittnant-Governor  Clarke  to  the  Lords  of  Tradt. 

[  N«r-1  ork  r»|)«n,  Of.,  No.  16.  J 

AFy  Lords  ^''^  ^"^'^  J""«  «.  1738. 

I  do  myself  the  honor  fo  send  to  your  Lord""  the  Acts  of  Aasemblv  past  last  Session,  this  being 
the  firnt  opportunity  I  have  had  to  do  it  sii.  ■  they  w<'re  ingross'd  which  took  up  much  lime; 
with  them  1  also  send  the  nniiutes  of  Council,  I  beg  leave  to  mention  the  titles  of  the  Ads, 
and  to  make  such  remarks  on  them  as  I  presume  to  hope  may  give  your  Lordships  satisfuclion 
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N"  1.  An  Act  emitting  i)ills  of  Credit  for  the  payment  of  tiie  debts  and  for  the  better  support 
of  the  Governour  of  this  Province  and  otiier  purposes  therein  mention'd. 

The  preamble  will  in  a  great  measure  let  your  Lordships  into  the  reason  and  necessity 
of  making  this  money  and  of  my  assisting  to  the   bill  there  was  no  other  possible  way  of 
discharging  that  load  of  debts  which  the  insuf  iciency  of  the  former  Ilevenue  had  involved  the 
Province  in,  trade  and  Navigation  had  for  some  years  declined,  and  the  Merchants  of  most 
wealth  had  chose  rather  to  put  out  their  money  to  interest  @  eight  p""  C  then  to  employ  it  in 
Trade,  and  ship  building  Silver  and  Gold  was  sent  to  England,  as  fast  as  it  came  into  the 
Country,   to  make  returns  to  the    Merchants  who  send  goods  hither  to  their  factors,  or  to 
purchase  goods  therefore  those  of  this  place  who  Trade  on  their  own  account,  and  leaving  little 
paper  money  of  our  own  that  of  the  Neighbouring  Provinces  was  become  the  chief  mediam  of 
Trade  here;  nor  was  there  any  other  remedy  for  it.  except  that  of  keeping  the  Silver  and  Gold 
in  the  Province,  which  is  constantly  exported  to  England,  and  that  would  be  injurious  to  the 
English  Trade  and  Merchants;  High  interest  is  in  every  Country  is  a  great  discouragement  to 
Trade,  and  it  has  been  so  here,  the  Usurers  your  Lordships  may  be  sure  were  not  pleased  with 
an  Act  which  in  its  consequences  might  reduce  the  General  interest  of  money,  they  foresaw 
twould  have  that  etiect  and  it  has  so  far  already  prevaii'd,  that  I  am  told  some  of  them  offer 
their  money  att  Six  p'  C  from  whence  I  promise  myself  the  pleasure  to  see  Trade  and  Ship 
Building    revive    and    llourish.      The    Province    grow    populous,   and    the    Settlement    and 
Improvement  of  Lands  carry'd  greater  lengths  than  could  otherwise  be  expected  ;  the  benefit 
whereol    England   will    largely  partake,  in   the   consumption  of  its  Manufacturer  the   more 
populous  the  Plantations  are,  the  more  of  those  Manufactures  will  be  imported  to  them;  your 
Lordships  will  perceive  that  in  the  striking  this  money,  there  is  some  regard  likewise  had  to 
Trade  in  easing  it  of  so  much  as  the  interest  of  .£40,000  will  amount  to  over  and  above 
.£8059  14  which  is  to  be  sunk  by  it;  for  imports  on   Trade   has  hitherto  have  the  whole 
charge  of  supporting  the  Governour;  Of  this  the  Merchants  have  long  complained,  and  often 
try'd  to  get  it  eas'd  by  laying  some  tax  on  lands,  but  the  Country  Members  are  too  great  a 
Majority  against  it;  however  they  are  willing  that  Trade  should  be  eas'd,  provided  they  bear 
us  part  of  thy  burthen,  As  in  the  present  case  they  do  not,  but  on  the  contrary  reep  all  the 
benefit  of  having  money  on  a  low  interest,  this  Province  has  been  more  cautious  of  making 
paper  money,  than  our  Neighbours  not  having  strick  any  hut  upon  extraordinary  occasions  and 
wiien  there  was  no  other  possible  way  to  provide  for  those  exigencies;  And  its  credit  has 
always  been  better  than  theirs,  and  so  it  will  be  so  long  as  they  keep  within  the  bounds  of  so 
much  as  their  Trade  necessarily  requires,  and  it  is  generally  acknowledged  that  their  is  not 
now  paper  money  of  their  own  enough  for  that  purpose  it  is  universally  agreed  that  this 
Province  abounds  in  I'-.)n  Oar,  ami  in  lands  proper  for  raising  of  Hemp  and  yet  botli  lye  useless; 
Iron  Works  reiiuire  considerable  sums  of  money  to  bring  them  to  perfection,  or  at  least  more 
than  private  persons  who  own  those  mines  can  command;  mid  the  laiiils  fit  for  raising  of  Hemp 
being  Swamps,  IJogs  and  wet  Meadows,  cannot  be  cleared  and  drained  but  at  a  great  cxpence  ; 
the  Assembly  had  these  things  under  iheir  consideration  the  last  Session,  intending  if  they 
could  to  enable  the  proprietors  to  build  furnaces  and  forges  lor  pig  and  barr  Iron;  and  to  clear 
and  drain  the  bogs  and  meadows,  but  the  approach  of  winter  would  not  give  them  time  to  do 
miy  thing  in  it;  these  works  would  employ  a  great  number  of  people,  nn<J  the  produce  make 
remittances  to  England,  lo  the  advantage  and  inlargrment  of  its  trade  and   Manufactures,  and 
in  time  the  Plantations  might  mak..  the  Trade  to  Sweden  and  Uussia  for  those  commodities 
less  ncccHstiry 
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N"  2.  An  Act  to  facilitate  and  explain  the  duty  of  the  loan  Officers.     This  Act  containinR 
only  directions  to  tiiose  persons  in  letting  out  the  ^40,000  need  no  Remarks 

N"  3.  An  Act  for  granting  to  his  Majesty  several  duties  towards  supporting  his  Government 
n  th.s  Colony  for  One  year  &«.  Ti,ere  are  no  other  goods  charged  with  duties  hy  this  Ac,, 
than  «ueh  as  .„  the  former  Revenue  Bills  have  been  subjected  to  a  duty ;  and  the  duties  given 
by  th,s  Act  upon  son,e  commodities  are  less  than  they  were  formerly,  which  Is  done  solely  in 
ease  to  the  Merchants,  who  have  long  complained  of  the  hardships  thev  have  been  under  from 
the  imports  on  trade,  when  the  Trade  of  Neighbouring  provinces  has  been  exempted  from 
d  es;  he  deficency  which  there  will  be  from  the  difference  between  the  present  and  past 
duties,  they  suppose  wdl  be  made  up.  by  the  interest  of  the  paper  mention'd  in  my 
observations  on  the  firs*  Act.  ^ 

N"  4.  An  Act   to  defray  the  necessary  &  contingent  charges  of  the  Garrison  of  Oswego 
repairing  the  same  and  for  the  better  regulating  of  the  fur  Trade 

former' ^'.iTfr'^K  '"^"'  '"  '!"  7'""  °''  ''"  '""^'^  '"  ''''  ''  P'-^"^  "'"^'^  ^he  same  with 
former  Acts,  that  have  been  passed  to  defray  y^  charges  of  that  Garrison  but  the  house  having 

for  iLTe  dr    "^""^  °^  ''""'^  ''^''''''  ^ '"'''"  '"■''""'''  ""'"^ ""  ^'"'"'^^y  *°  siy^  """""y 

N»  5.  An  Act  to  prevent  the  further  importation  of  copper  money  into  this  Colony. 

Many  years  have  not  pass'd  since  copper  money  was  first  known  in  this  Piovince,  at  first 
necessity  either  for  change  or  market,  gave  it  a  currency  at  an  hundred  p^  C  advance  on  the 
value  ,t  has  in  England,  an  English  half  penny  passing  here  for  a  penny,  whereas  the  difierence 
of  money  in  Bills  of  exchange  is  but  £ii5  p'  C  or  ^•165  this  money  for  ^MOO  Sterl<r  this  put 
the  Mercha.It  upon  sending  to  England  for  it  as  the  best  commodity  they  could  import,  which 
has  hlled  the  1  rovince  so  full  of  it  that  it  becomes  a  griveance,  large  pavments  at  this  time 
being  tenderd  in  it,  and  if  a  stop  be  not  put  to  it  will  become  too  great  a  burthen,  and  the 
more  of  it  a  Merchant  imports  (as  some  will  do  it  especially  if  others  decline)  the  less  of  the 
Lngl.sh  Manufactures  will  be  imported  for  we  have  no  merchants  here  who  leave  their  money 
111  England  J 

N"  a.  An  Act  for  lowering  the  interest  of  money 

This  Act  as  it  pass'd  the  Assembly  reduced  money  from  eight  p'  C  to  six  but  the  Council 
niter  d  it  to  seven  p'  C  which  the  Assembly  agreed  to:  excessive  Usury  being  a  great 
discouragement  to  the  trade,  and  to  the  settlement  or  peopleing  the  Country,  it  was  thoLlit 
high  time  to  reduce  it  by  a  law,  and  tho  the  paper  money  mentiond  in  the  Act  N-  1,  to  be  let 
out  at  interest  at  6  p'  C<  would  in  effect  reduce  the  interest  of  all  money  without  this  law. 
people  might  exact  8  p'  c'. 

N-  7  An  Act  for  establishing  and  regulating  Courts  to  determine  causes  of  forty  shillinBS 
and  under  •'  ^ 

It  has  been  a  standing  instruction  to  Governours  to  get  sich  an  Act  passt  it  being  a 
necessary  one.  " 

N"  8  An  Act  to  restrain  Tavern  Keepers  and  Innholders  from  selling  strong  liquors  to 
servants  and  apprentices  and  from  giving  large  credit  to  others 

The  vice  against  which  this  Act  is  pointed,  has  prevailed  of  late  years  to  too  great  a  degree 
and  servants  and  apprentices  fin.ling  ready  credit  from  such  houses,  are  led  from  their  duty  to 
their  masters,  and  from  their  own  true  interest,  into  an  habit  of  idleness,  that  may  in  time 
prove  ruinous  to  the  whole  I'rovince  if  not  prevented 
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N"  9  An  Act  for  the  further  continuing  an  Act  entituled  an  Act  to  let  to  farm  the  excise  of 
Strong  Liquors. 

N°  10  An  Act  for  the  continuing  mi  Act  for  settling  and  regulating  the  militia  such  act  being 
past  annually  I  will  not  take  up  your  Lordships  time  in  saying  anything  upon  them 

N°  11  An  Act  to  revive  an  Act  to  amend  the  practice  of  the  law. 

This  Act  needs  no  other  observation  than  this,  that  the  lawyers  having  found  means  to  evade 
the  intention  of  the  law  whic^h  this  Act  revives,  this  explains  and  renders  more  certain  that 
part  of  the  former  Act 

N"  12  An  Act  to  revive  an  Act  entituled  an  Act  to  provide  able  pilots  &.' 

N"  13  An  Act  to  revive  an  Act  entituled  an  Act  for  the  better  preservation  of  ( .     '     ■;  jc« 

These  Acts  being  to  revive  Acts  formerl)'  pass'd  and  found  useful  need  no  obo«'  •    ' 

N"  14  An  Act  for  naturalizing  Johannes  Lorents  Corstens 

A"  1-5  An  Act  fbr  naturalizing  Gustaple  Martin  Rhenell  and  others 

The  readiness  the  Assemblys  have  from  time  to  time  shewn  to  pass  Acts  for  naturalizing 
foreign  protestants  has  encouraged  them  to  come  to  and  settle  in  this  Province,  and  will  much 
contribute  to  the  peopleing  of  it 

N"  IG  An  Act  to  divide  Duches  County  in  precincts  &.' 

N"  17.  An  Act  to  enable  the  Justices  of  the  peace  in  that  part  of  Orange  County  being  to 
the  Northward  of  the  High  lands  to  build  a  Court  house  and  Goal  for  the  said  County 
at  Goshen 

N"  18.  An  Act  for  defraying  the  common  and  necessary  ciiarge  of  the  mannor  of  Cortland  in 
the  County  of  West  Chester. 

N"  19.  An  Act  for  the  better  clearing  and  further  laying  into  publick  high  Roads  in 
Duchess  County. 

N"  20.  An  Act  to  enable  the  Justices  of  the  peace  in  Ulster  County  to  defray  the  charges  of 
building  a  Court  house  and  Goal  for  the  said  County  and  to  enable  them  to  furnish  the  same. 

The  five  last  mentioned  Acts,  being  of  a  more  private  nature  respecting  only  particular 
County's  and  places  I  will  not  take  up  your  Lordships  time  in  makeing  any  otlur  remark  upon 
them  then  that  they  appear  to  be  necessary  for  the  purposes  intended. 

N"  21.  An  Act  for  the  further  encouragement  of  a  publick  school  in  the  City  of  New  York 
for  the  teachin  latin  and  Greeck  and  the  Mathematicks 

N"  22.  An  Act  restrain  Hawkers  and  Pedlars  within  this  Colony  from  selling  without  licence. 

Being  confident  that  publick  schools  for  the  education  of  youth  will  always  fin<l  countenance 
from  your  Lordships  I  will  lay  the  two  last  Bills  before  you  without  any  further  remarks  in 
their  favour;  I  wish  the  Assembly  had  made  the  reward  greater  than  it  is  like  to  be,  from  the 
last  of  these  Bills,  that  money  was  apply'd  before,  to  the  like  use  but  fell  short  of  the  sum 
intended,  nor  could  the  school  master  get  any  redress  tho  he  petition'd  for  it  or  got  some  of  his 
friends  to  move  the  house  in  his  behalf;  it  is  not  likely  it  will  bring  in  more  now  however  the 
master  having  at  present  no  other  way  of  living  is  obliged  to  submit. 

N"  23  An  Act  for  confirming  an  agreement  and  exchange  of  lands  in  the  township  of 
Oysterbay  formerly  made  between  Hamson  Hawks  and  John  Pratt  deoeas'd  &' 

This  being  a  private  Act  the  previous  steps  were  taken  as  directed  by  his  Majesty's  Royal 
instruction  and  there  is  in  it  a  particular  saving  to  his  Majesty  His  heirs  and  Successors  and  a 
general  saving  to  others,  as  well  as  a  clause  restraining  it  from  taking  ett'ect  till  it  has  received 
his  Majestys  approbation 
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CoTnfyV"  """'  '"  '"""' '""'"  '^  '"''"  '"  ^'"  ^"-"^^  '^f  ^-"S  ""'J  -»-  P-t  of  Ulster 
N"  25.  An  Act  to  enable  the  Corporation  of  tliP  c\iv  ,,r  m„.„  v    i   ^ 

hundred  and  fifty  pound,  for  the  use'therdn  JenUon'd'  "'  ''^  "'"  ''^  ""  °'  ^"° 

N-  2G.  An  Act  further  to  encourage  the  destroying  of  wolves  in  the  County  of  West  Chester 

and  to  repeal  part  of  the  Act  therein  mention'd  ^-Hester 

N-  28  ^An'^Act'for '.rTr'""  "'  ""'^'"^  "'  ""''  "^"^  ^'^^"^-'^  bounty  in  this  Colony 
Net  York  ext.ngu.shing  fires  that   may  happen  within  the  City  o"^ 

These  Acts  being  likewise  of  an  inferior  nature,  reasonable  and  necessary  for  the  purposes 
mtended.  I  subm.t  them  to  your  Lordship.s.  without  giving  you  any  further  trouble  luuZ 

2o  of  March  last;  \Vhen  the  Assembly  meets  which  will  be  in  August  I  will  then  press  thl 
>n  the  strongest  n.anner  I  can  to  settle  the  revenue  for  a  term  of  yfars,  they  wi     va'  t   o    .ve 
an  Ac   cont.nued  (wh.ch  exp.res  next  year  by  its  own  limitation /whereon  the  c    d     o    ah    . 
^20  000  paper  money  subsists ;  if  they  will  give  a  revenue,  I  wili  pass  such  an  Act ;  but     w 
et  them  know   hat  they  must  go  hand  in  hand  or  not  at  all.     I  have  already  men  ion'd ^7  1 
the  Speaker  and  some  others,  who  seem  to  take  the  thing  right 

Coll :  Cosby  recommended  to  your  Lordships  M'  Paul  Richards'  and  M'  John  Moo-e,  as  fit 
persons  to    e  of  h,s  Majesty's  Council  for  this  province  in  case  of vacancysand  I  thrg.     t len 
so  too;    bu     I  presume  to  say  that  from  some  observations  I  have  made.  I  think  it  higlly 
necessary  that  such  o  the  K.ngs  Officers  as  hold  the  most  considerable  posts  should  be  p  Je  'd 

:r  r:;:v^:::;::ti:re^:i4:r:e;:;:t;::T/""  --'-  ---^  '^- 
your  L^dships  uichard  Bradiy  Ks, :  the  i^o":;!;:;;:!':;;  J  ^^  ^zz:^:^^  \: 

I  do  myself  the  honor  likewise  to  send  to  your  Lordships  answers  to  most  of  the  queries  I 
rece.ved  last  year  wh.ch  hope  will  be  satisfactory  to  your  Lordships  the  rest  I  wilT  e  so 
soon  as  I  can  get  then,  winch  I  hope  to  do  soon  I  humbly  recommend  myself  to  your  Lord  is 
protection  and  am  with  the  most  profound  respect  and  honor  ^ordslnps 

My  Lords 

Your  Lordships  most  humble 

and  most  Obedient  Servant 

Geo:  Clarke. 

'  Pai;i.  Riciiarm,  son  of  Pniihis  Riclmnln  n  imi'i-Iinnt  nf  V„u,  V  ...b   _       >f 
two  .i,U.r.     l,i.  will  i,  in  tl.e  olHce  of  the  Jol']^:S,  I  ^    X  K  7  ?     n        '  '"T'T"  ";"'  '""  '''"""  "'  "" 
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Ansioers  of  Enquiries  of  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[New- York  Papers,  Qg.  No.  17] 

M'  Clarke's  Answers  to  Queries  of  Board  of  Trade.    2  June  173S. 

3.  The  constitution  of  the  Government  is  such  as  his  Majesty  hy  his  Commission  to  his 
Governour  directs,  whereby  tiie  Governour  with  the  Council  and  Assembly  are  empowered  to 
pass  laws  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  England. 

13.  In  the  town  of  New  York  is  an  old  fort  of  very  little  defence  cannon  we  have,  but  the 
carriages  are  good  for  little,  we  have  ball  but  no  powder,  nor  will  the  board  of  Ordinance  send 
any  on  pretence  that  a  larg  quantity  was  sent  in  1711  for  the  Canada  expedition  which  is  27 
year  agoe,  much  of  it  as  for  many  years  been  troden  under  foot  in  the  magazine  the  barrells 
having  been  rotten. 

There  is  a  battery  which  commands  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  whereon  may  be  mounted  50 
cannon  this  is  new  having  been  built  but  three  years  but  it  wants  finishing 

At  Albany  there  is  a  new  stone  fort  built  the  same  year  with  the  Battery  at  New  York. 

And  at  Schenectady  a  new  fort  built  at  the  same  time  and  both  are  sulficient  for  those  places 

In  the  Mohocks  Country  there  is  an  old  stockado'd  fort  of  little  use  now  tho  country  there 
was  about  being  pretty  well  settled  and  nigh  Schanectady 

I  have  been  trying  to  prevail  with  the  Seneca's  to  let  us  build  a  fort  at  Tierondequat  in  their 
country  which  will  more  effectually  secure  the  fidelity  of  the  six  nations  and  better  preserve 
the  fur  Trade,  and  I  hope  at  last  prevail 

IS.  We  have  no  revenue  establish'd  at  present 

19.  The  ordinary  and  extraordinary  expences  of  the  Government  are  about  i;4000  a  year. 

20.  We  have  a  Militia  in  every  county  for  the  regulating  whereof  tiiere  is  annually  past  an 
Act  of  Assembly 

The  people  are  generally  expert  in  the  use  of  fire  arms.  All  the  OfTicers  are  commissioned 
by  the  Governour. 

The  Mayors  and  Records  of  the  Cities  of  New  York  and  Albany  hold  their  places  by 
Commissions  under  the  seal  of  the  province  so  do  the  Sherrilfs  Corroners  and  Clerks  of 
the  peace. 

The  Chief  Justice  is  usually  appointed  at  home  and  by  the  Kings  warrant  to  the  Governour 
he  gives  him  a  Commission  under  the  seal  of  the  |)r<)vince  tlie  second  and  third  Judges  iiave 
no  warrant  the  Governour  appointing  them  himself  under  the  seal  of  the  province  the  Attorney 
General  the  Surveyor  General  of  the  lands  and  the  Secretary  or  Agent  for  Indian  affairs  are 
appointed  as  the  chief  Justice  is  by  tlie  Kings  warrant  &' 

The  Secretary  and  receiver  General  have  their  Commis.sion  uiuler  the  great  Seal  of  England. 
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[  New-Tnrk  Papers,  Gr.,  No.  18.  ] 

M'  Colden's  Answers  to  the  Queries  of  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

Province  of  New  York  February  14.  1738 
To  the  honourable  George  Clarke  Esq:  Lieut'  Governour  of  the  Province  of  New  York  &« 
May  it  please  your  honour, 

In  obedience  to  your  honours  order  in  Council  of  the  6'-  of  last  month,  referring  to  me  the 
followmg  Queries  from  the  Lords  of  Trade  and  Plantations  Viz«  ^ 

"N"  1.  What  is  the  Scituation  of  the  province  under  your  Government  the  niture  of  th« 
country  so.l  and  Ciimate,  the  Latitude  and  Longitude  of' he  most  con'^         e  pC  n   t  o 
tilt        ?[""'"  ^'''*"'^'  ""'*''""''^-  •^^^«*"-«  I^^titudes  and  Longitudes  b;en 
.-rXtul^rmptdr'""^  -'  ^-^  ''—  -"^^"-'°-'  -^  '-^  -^'-e  are  Z 

by'^wL?''  '"  '''  "'"'''  ^°""'"'"  ^"'  "^  ^"^  P«''«  '^--f  '^-P^ted.  what  parts  and 
I  shaP  that  answer  may  be  made  thereunto,  mention  such  particulars  as  occur  to  me  from 

urdZs  Q::ri:3'\:;  ?  T'^'  ^r-^'-"'""  °^  "^-«' '-  ^^«  aubj:crmatt:r"::\trr 

bordships  Querita;  and  class  them  m  the  same  order  observed  in  the  Queries. 

The   actuation  of  the   Province  of  New  York   is   to   the   Eastward  of  the   Province  of 
New  Jersey  and  Pensylvania  and  of  the  Indian  Countries  lying  to  the  Northward  and  Westward 
of  Pensylvan.a  to  the  Southward  of  Canada,  and  the  Indian  Countries  claimed  bv  the  frelh 
and  ,0  the  Westward  of  the  Colonies  of  Massathusets  Bay  and  Conrcicut  '  ' 

to  t'e  SoIwtd'ofTT'  "  '"°"  """"•  ""^'  ''"'^  ""^  '''''^y'  '""'^  '^'^^  «'"  the  Provinces 
to  the  Southward  of  U,  In  some  parts  it  is  Mountainous.     At  about  40  miles  from  the  city 

le  Hrl:l''c^  r  ^'^'" -^  ^'""""'"^"^  ^'--^  ^-  -^'-  '«  breadth,  common.    ca2 

aI.^  S     M    ^'^"^^Hudsons  nver  runmg  many  miles  from  the  North  East  Southwestward 
About  90  miles  Northward  from  New  York  another  body  of  Mountains  rise  on  the  West  side 
01  Hudsons  nver  at  about  ten  miles  from  the  river  and  are  commonly  called  the  Hat      Sill 
mountams  or  Blow  Hills,  from  these  Mountains  the  most  Norther.y'and  ma  n  bfa^c  ef  o 
Delawa.   nver.  some   branches  of  Susquehana   river,  and   several 'of  Hudso.^  ^ver  tike 

wiihi.!  iTmlirof' A?'  ""  ^°""*^^;'">'  '■«  ^^""^  '^^  «-  «"  both  sides  of  H.ulsons  river  to 

wlllnutt!T      .     f       7':'  ^'""■•'■"^  '''""''*  ^'"'  ''■'^'  «''«^^'"-«'  «»^'«  intermixed  with 

sTv    :  p  ;ts      .  21:      ••''""'  "",  "^^^  °'  ^'"''^•-  "^-^"^^'"S  •«  "-  '^'«-—  of  the  soil 
several  parts.     I  have  seen  m  several  parts  of  the  country  large  quantities  of  ,he  Larix  Trees 

^om  whence  Venice  Turpentine  is  made  about  Albany,  and  ns  I  am  informed  age     way  u^ 

H  dsl Tiver  i  Tn  ^  n"" ''"'  ''r[' ''' "^  P^''^'"'^^  '^''"^  ""  ^^^^^  «'des  the  Western  branch  of 
iiu«J8ons  river  is  generally  cover'd  with  beech  maple  and  elm. 

Faltern'l*^:;:"!?  IT' ,"  iT""  'T  ''"  °"""  '''*^^'""^''  "'""^  «"^--  "-r  and  the 
hastern  branch  of  ,t,  to  about  40  m.les  to  the  northward  of  Albany,  and  westward  alon^ 

he  western  branch,  to  about  four  score  miles  West  Northwest  from  Alb'a  „y  :  so  that  the  setl  d 

and   improved   part  of  New  York  extends  about  200  mile,   in  length'but  there  are  flTw 

Vol.  VI.  jg 
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settlements  anywhere  to  the  Northward  or  Westward  of  Albany  at  any  distance  from  the 
branches  of  Hudsons  river. 

In  the  Mohawks  Country  the  levell  of  the  land  seems  to  be  at  the  greatest  heighth  above 
the  sea;  for  in  that  part  of  the  country  at  about  fifty  miles  West  North  West  from  Albany  and 
12  miles  West  from  the  Mohawks  river  some  branches  of  the  largest  rivers  in  North  America 
and  which  run  ci  ntrary  courses,  take  their  rise  within  two  or  three  miles  of  each  other  Viz' 
1"  a  branch  of  Hudsons  river,  which  falls  into  the  sea  near  New  York  after  having  run  above 
250  miles;  2.  The  Oneido  river  running  Northward  falls  into  the  Oneido  Lake  which  empties 
itself  into  the  Cadarachui  Lake  at  Oswego:  from  this  Lake  the  great  river  S'  Lawrence  takes 
its  rise,  which  passing  by  Montreal  and  Quebeck  empties  itself  into  the  Ocean  opposite  to 
Newfoundland.  3"*  A  branch  of  Susquehana  river,  which  running  Southerly  passes  through 
Pensylvania  and  Maryland,  and  empties  itself  into  Cheasaspeak  bay  in  Virginia. 

The  Province  of  New  York  has  for  the  conveniency  of  commerce,  advantages  by  its  scituation 
beyond  any  other  Colony  in  North  America,  for  Hudsons  river  running  through  the  whole 
extent  of  this  province,  aflbrds  the  inhabitants  an  easy  transportation  of  all  their  commodities 
to  and  from  the  City  of  New  York,  from  the  Eastern  branch  there  is  only  land  carriage  of 
sixteen  miles  to  the  Wood  Creek,  or  to  Lake  S'  Saciement,  both  of  which  fall  into  Lake 
Champlain,  from  whence  goods  are  transported  by  Water  to  Quebeck.  but  the  advantages  are 
from  the  western  branch  of  Hudsons  river  at  fifty  miles  from  Albany  the  land  carriage  from 
the  Mohawks  river  to  a  Lake  from  whence  the  Northern  branch  of  Susquahana  takes  its  rise 
does  not  exceed  fourteen  miles :  goods  may  be  carried  from  this  Lake,  in  battoes  or  flat 
bot^om'd  vessells  through  Pensylvania  to  Maryland  and  Virginia  the  current  of  the  River 
running  every  where  easy,  without  any  cataract  in  all  that  large  space.  In  going  down  this 
river  two  large  branches  of  the  same  river  are  mri,  which  come  from  the  westward  and  issue 
from  t!i?  long  ridge  of  mountains,  which  stretch  along  behind  Pensylvania  Maryland  Virginia 
and  Carolina  commonly,  called  the  Apalachy  Mountains.  By  either  of  these  branches  goods 
may  be  carried  to  the  Mountains,  and  I  am  told  that  the  passage  through  the  Mountains  to  the 
branches  of  the  Mississipi  which  issue  from  the  west  side  of  these  Mountains,  is  neither  long 
nor  dilficult,  by  which  means  an  Inland  Na  igation  may  be  made  to  the  bay  of  Mexico  from 
the  head  of  the  Mohawks  river  there  is  likewise  a  short  land  carriage,  of  four  miles  only  to  a 
creek  of  the  Oneida  Lake,  which  empties  itself  into  Cadarackui  Lake  at  Oswego,  and  the 
Cadarackui  Lake,  being  truly  an  Inland  sea,  of  greater  breadth  than  tan  be  seen  by  the  eye 
comnninicates  with  Lake  Erie  the  Lake  of  the  Hurons,  Lake  Michigan  and  the  upper  Lake 
all  of  them  Inland  seas,  by  means  of  these  Lakes  and  the  rivers  which  fall  into  them,  commerce 
may  he  carried  from  New  York  through  a  vast  tract  of  Land  more  easily  than  from  any  other 
Maritime  town  in  North  America,  these  advantages  1  am  sensible  cannot  he  sufficiently 
understood  without  a  Map  of  North  America,  the  best  wl  :ch  I  have  seen,  is  M'  De  L'Isies  map 
of  Louisinia  publish'd  in  french  in  the  year  171S,  for  th  .  reason  I  frequently  use  the  french 
names  of  places,  that  I  may  be  better  understood. 

There  are  great  quantitits  of  Iron  Oar  in  several  parts  of  the  Province,  large  quantities  of 
.Sulphur  in  llie  Moiiawks  country,  salt  springs  in  the  Onondaga  country  lead  oar  has  likewise 
been  fcumd  in  several  parts  of  the  Province  but  no  where  as  yet  sulKcient  to  pay  the  expence 
of  working 

lie  .Soil  is  less  uniform  as  the  surface  is  more  tmequal  than  in  the  more  Southern  Provinces  ; 
and  consequently  tiiere   is  a  great  variety  of  Soil  in  several  parts  of  the  Province     It  is 
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generally  proper  for  most  sort  of  grain ;  as  wheat  Rye  Barley,  Oats  Maiz  or  Indian  Come  and 
lluckwheat.  the  wheat  of  this  Province  is  generally  heavier  than  tliat  of  the  Provinces  more 
so  the  Southward  and  yields  a  larger  quantity  and  better  kind  of  flower.  The  soil  is  likewise 
more  fit  for  pasturage  running  naturally  as  soon  as  its  cleard  of  the  woods  into  clover  and 
other  good  grass  and  is  almost  every  where  intermixed  with  good  meadow  grounds.  These 
in  several  parts  are  of  a  deep  rich  black  mold,  ad  have  when  sufficiently  drained  produced 
hemp  to  great  advantage,  what  I  say  of  hemp  is  grounded  on  what  has  been  done  in  New 
Jersey,  and  though  the  experiment  has  not  been  sufficiently  tryed  in  this  Province:  I  can  see 
no  reason  to  doubt  of  the  like  success. 

On  many  of  the  branches  of  Hudsons  river  and  near  Albany  on  Hudsons  river  itself,  there 
18  a  kind  ot  soil  made  by  the  rivers  and  extends  about  half  a  mile  in  breadth  along  Mie  rivers. 
Th.s  being  maide  the  soil  which  the  rivers  let  fall,  is  exceeding  rich,  yields  large  crops  of  the 
best  wheat  and  the  repeated  overflowings  of  the  rivers  keep  it  always  in  strength. 

The  80.1  of  the  Mohawks  country  is  in  general  muci  richer  and  stronger  than  that  of  the 
more  Southern  parts  of  the  Province  and  exceeds  any  soil  that  I  ever  sav.  in  any  part  of 
America.  I  am  told  the  same  kir.d  of  s.il  extends  through  out  the  Countries  .f  the  Onedoes, 
Onondagas  Cayugas  and  Senekas.  This  soil  I  ,m  perswaded  will  produce  any  Miing  that  -an 
be  produced  m  a  climate  where  the  winters  are  very  col'i. 

The  climate  of  the  province  of  New  Yo.k  confinning  it"  to  the  present  Christian  settlements 
extends  from  the  40'-  degree  and  thirty  minutes  of  Latitude  to  the  43"  degrees  10  minutes,  it 
IS  much  colder  ,n  winter  than  those  parts  of  Europe  which  lyc^  .nder  the  same  parallels  of 
latitude  rhe  alt>ration8  in  the  Thermometer  are  very  considen.ble  as  great  perhaps  as  in  any 
part  of  the  world:  but  the  changes  in  the  barometer  are  not  so  great  the  mercury  seldom 
descending  so  low  as  in  Britain  the  changes  of  heat  and  cold  passes  through  all  the  degrees  of 
the  therniometer.  I  have  observed  the  cold  so  great,  that  the  spirit  in  Patricks  Thermometer 
which  .8  fixed  to  h.s  portable  Barometer  descended  to  the  space  of  &i  gradations  below  all  the 
graduations  marked  on  the  Thermometer  at  the  same  time  tho  spirit  in  my  florentine 
lliermometervvus  included  intirely  without  the  ball  but  so  great  a  degree  of  cold  happens 
seldom  l„e  peach  and  Quince  Trees  were  in  many  places  kill'd  by  it  but  the  apple  and  pear 
trees  are  never  hurt  by  the  cold.  Hudsons  river  so  far  as  it  is  fresh  is  froze  every  year,  so  as 
to  bear  horses  and  carriages.  The  excesses  in  heat  and  cold  seldom  continue  a  week  together 
or  more  than  two  or  three  days  the  greatest  cold  is  in  January  and  heat  in  July  and  August, 
bmce  the  country  has  been  settled  and  cleared  the  s-msons  are  become  more  moderate 

1  he  spring  comes  late,  it  is  seldom  sensible  before  April.  This  it  is  probable  is  occasion'd 
by  great  quantities  of  snow  to  the  Northward  while  everywhere  are  cover'd  from  the  sun  by  thick 
forrests  and  by  melting  slowly  produce  cold  Northerly  winds.  The  spring  being  late  of 
consequence  i ,  short,  the  succeeding  warm  weather  produces  a  quick  growtii  so  that  the  face 
ot  the  country  m  a  short  time  becomes  surpri/ingly  changed.  In  tne  summer  exceeding  heavy 
dews  (all  almost  every  night,  the  wheat  harvest  is  in  the  beginning  of  July. 

The  fall  of  the  leaf  is  the  most  pleasant  season  in  this  countrv.  from  the  beginning  of 
September  to  december  we  have  moderate  weather  witi,  a  seren;  sky  the  horison  being 
seldom  cover'd  with  clouds  in  that  time. 


City  of  New  York  is  in. 


<i     III 
Latitude      40  42 
Longitude    74  37 
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Sandyhook  a  Cape  in  the  ocean  at  the  entrance  into  the 

Bay  into  which  Hudson's  river  empties  itself. Lat*"  40  25 

Long**         74  37 

Albany  the  second  city  in  New  York  and  most  considerable 

place  for  *he  fur  Trade Laf"'  42  48 

Long-**        74  24 
Oswego  a  Fort  on  Cadarackuy  Lake  from  whence  the  fur 
Trade  of  Albany  is  carried  on  with  the  Western 
^"'^'"ns Lat.  43  35 

Long.  76  50 

Pensylvania L^^a.  39  53 

Long.  75  40 

^°«*°" Lat.  42  25 

_     ,  Long.  71  28 

Quebeck  the  Capital  of  Canada Lat.  46  45 

nf     »      1    t.  ^°"g-  69  48 

Montreal  the  second  town  in  Canada  and  nearest  New 

^°'^ V Lat  46  62 

r.  n  ■       ,  Long.  74  10 

l^rown  Pomt  the  place  where  the  french  have  built  a  fort 

near  the  South  end  of  Lake  CImmplain Lat.  44  10 

Long.  74  UO 

The  longitude  of  all  these  places  is  computed  westward  from  the  meridian  of  London. 

The  Latitude  and  Longitude  of  New  York  is  from  my  own  observations  which  I  am  satisfied 
are  near  enough  to  the  truth  for  common  use  tho  not  made  with  such  instruments  care  and 
accuracy  as  is  necessary  where  the  greatest  exactness  is  requisite  the  Longitude  is  from  the 
immersions  and  emersions  of  Jupiters  first  Satellite  and  the  calculations  made  from  D'  Pounds 
tablc3  of  that  satellite;  The  Latitude  and  Longitude  of  Boston  are  from  the  observations 
made  at  Cambridge  College  in  New  England  and  those  of  Quebeck  from  the  observations  of  the 
rench  there,  those  of  other  places  are  computed  from  their  distance  and  scituation  with  respect 
to  some  one  or  more  of  these  that  are  determined  by  observations 

The  Province  of  New  York  is  bounded  to  the  southward  by  the  Altantick  Ocean,  and  runs 
from  Sandy  hook  including  Long  Island  and  Staten  Island,  up  Hudson's  river  till  the  41- 
degree  of  North  Latitude  be  compleated  which  is  about  20  miles  above  the  City  of  New  Yoik, 
Last  New  Jersey  lying  for  that  space  on  the  west  side  of  Hudson's  river;  from  the  41"  degree 
ot  Latitude  on  Hudsons  river  it  runs  Northwesterly  to  41  49  minutes  of  Latitude  on  the  most 
Northerly  branch  of  Delaware  river  which  falls  near  Cashiehtunk,  an  Indian  settlement  on  a 
branch  of  that  r.ver  called  the  fish  Hill,  thence  it  runs  up  that  branch  of  Delaware  river  till 
the  4.  degree  of  Latitude  be  compleated  or  to  the  beginning  of  the  43''  degree.  Pensylvania 
stretching  along  the  west  side  of  Delaware  river,  so  far  northward  as  to  this  parellel  of  latitude 
from  the  begmning  of  the  43  degree  New  York  runs  Westerly  on  a  Parallel  of  latitude  alouR 
the  bounds  of  Pensylvania  to  Lake  Erie,  or  so  far  West  as  to  comprehend  the  country  of  the 
five  nations  (the  french  having  by  the  Treaty  of  Utricht  quitted  all  claim  to  these  five  Nations) 
there  it  runs  along  Lake  Erie,  and  the  Streights  between  Lake  Erie  and  Cadarackuy  Lake 


LONDON  DOCUMENTS :    XXVI. 


3S5 


Eal"r^^^"'^"^^"^  \^^"  '°  '^^  ^'"''  «"^  *''«'-«°'"'  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^  continue,  to  extend 
La  ter ly  along  the  bounds  of  Canada  to  the  Colony  of  Massathuseta  bay  thence  SouSv 
along  the  boundaries  o(  the  Massathusets  bay  and  of  the  Colonv  nf  Pnnn  V      "^'^  &ou  herly 

rivers  the  boundarys  between  them  may  at  any  time  be  fixed  with  sufficient  "ertainlvn! 
Jme,  from  Hu,l.o„s  river  ,o  Dela»„r.  river  „„d  it  i,  probable  Ibe  ilk.  di.pule,  wil  ll„ 

":r  a*it:Cer:,°vt  ::::;:r''  °' "- ""'  -^  '•«"---•  ---:::= 

The  boundarys  between  New  York  and  Connecticut  are  intirely  setled  by  agreement  between 

pa  a  Tel  to  1 1°"'"  "    ,    '  '""/""  "^  "'''"'  ''  ™"''«  '""'^  ""^^^  -er'and  ru^"  g      X 
parallel  to  the  general  course  of  that  river.  ""»"'fe  ueariy 

I  know  of  no  regulations  for  determining  the  boundaries  between  New  Y.,rU  nn^  r  ^ 
Its  probable  each  will  endeavour  to  extend  themselves  as  far  a  theri  2  freth  '  J?  ' 
.a  e  a  wide  step  by  building  a  fort  at  Crown  point,  which  .^:!:7^;^^^  ^^ 
be  ng  a  pass  o  great  importance  By  this  pass  only  there  is  access  to  Canada  from  the  E  J|i  h 
Coionys  and  from  this  the  french  will  be  able  in  war  time  to  send  out  parties  to  larr^s  '  „! 
P  under  t  e  Colonies  of  Massathusets  bay  New  York  and  Connecticut  the  bu.  dit  d^  lis  bn 

x^ew  York  that  it  is  from   the  nearest  settlements  in  Canada.  If  we  are  to   I.id,.P  nf  ti 
pretentionsof  the  french.  by  the  Maps  lately  published  in  franie  by    u     ck  aS^^^ 
not  only  claim  this  part  of  the  country  and  the  countries  of  the  five  nations  d  pendC  oT 

l^ork       The  English   Maps  are  such  servile  Copies  of  the  french   that  they  mark  out  the 

'::;>:::  sr^" '''  '"^'^'^  --' ''--'  -^^^  ^^«  --  ^'-^^---^^  -  ti^Eignr  t':: 

Mr„'th''°"."'^r'''  u''""''"  Massathusets  bay  and  New  York  is  every  where  disputed  by  the 
Massat  use  s  bay  charter  that  Colony  is  to  extend  as  far  west  as  Connecticut.     The  quest  on 

does  H  H-r  "''"'  "  '"  '"^"^  ""'  ^°  Connecticut,  or  extend  as  far  West  as  Con'iec  ut 
does  the  difference  is  so  considerable  that  it  takes  in  near  a  great  a  quantity  of  land  ns  the 
whole  of  what  ,s  not  disputed  It  is  probable,  they  may  at  last  make  their  claim  good  v 
the  numerous  settlements  they  have  already  and  are  daily  making  upon  it.  ^  ^ 

Your  honors  knowledge  of  this  country  will  easily  discover  any  errors  I  may  have  committed 
and  will  supply  the  defects.     I  have  endeavour'd  that  what  1  have  wrote  maj  be  of  use  t    !„«' 
.n  some  matters  wherein  you  are  less  conversant,  and  may  assist  your  memory  in  others    Z 
hopes  that  U  may  and  in  obedience  to  your  commands  it  is  submitted  by 

Sir  ^ 

Your  most  obedient  and 

most  humble  Servant 

Cadwallader  Coldkn 
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Answer  to  four  Queries  referr'd  by  his  Honor  the  Lieu'  Governour  and  Council 
of  the  Province  of  New  York  to  tlie  Commissioners  of  Indian  affairs. 

14.  The  six  nations  of  Indians  including  the  river  and  Shaaci)kooii  Indians  are  about  1500 
fighting  men  of  which  number  i  part  incline  to  freuch  interest  being  partly  overawd  by  fear, 
The  French  have  their  interpreter  continually  among  the  Sinnekes  who  have  a  great  influence 
over  them  and  they  often  send  messengers  with  presents  to  the  Six  nations 

15  The  Indians  living  near  about  Montreal  and  Quebeck  are  about  1000  fighting  men 
besides  a  vast  number  of  other  foreign  Nations  amongst  whom  the  french  have  sixteen 
Fortifications  and  Settlements. 

16.  The  French  Euiopeans  stttled  on  the  river  S'  Lawrence  in  Canada  consisting  of  the 
three  Govern"  of  Quebec  Montreal  and  the  three  rivers  are  about  ten  thousand  fighting  men 
including  thirty  two  companys  of  regular  forces. 

Spaniards  none. 

17.  The  Metropolis  of  New  France  is  Quebeck  a  well  fortifyed  town  being  inclosed  in  a 
very  strong  wall  and  has  a  strong  fort  scituated  on  a  Rock  being  the  sea  Port  on  the  North 
side  of  river  S'  Lawrence.  About  sixty  leagues  S"  West  thereof  is  Montreal  on  the  same  side 
of  the  river  which  is  regularly  fortifyed  and  surrounded  with  a  strong  stone  wall  having  battaries 
within  and  a  large  trench  round  the  North,  Fast  and  West  sides  thereof  and  to  the  South  is 
the  river.  About  seven  leagues  South  from  Montreal  is  a  village  called  Chambley  scituated  on 
a  river  running  out  of  Corlaers  Lake  which  is  l)y  the  French  called  Cliamplain,  and  emptys 
itself  into  the  river  S'  Lawrence  at  Soreil  there  is  a  good  strong  stone  fort  at  the  side  of  the 
river  at  the  upper  end  of  a  basson. 

The  French  have  also  a  very  strong  fort  to  the  West  of  Crown  Point  at  the  side  and  South 
East  end  of  Corlaers  Lake  before  mentioned  called  by  the  french  La  I'ointe  au  la  Chevlenres, 
about  Seventy  miles  to  the  Northward  of  our  farthest  settlements,  built  in  the  year  17y«  for  a 
retreat  when  the  french  at  any  time  should  come  to  disturb  or  annoy  our  frontiers,  either  in 
our  Province  or  New  England,  this  fort  is  scituated  on  a  rock  having  a  very  strong  cittadel 
arch'd  with  stone  three  storys  high,  the  wall  thereof  is  about  seven  feet  thick,  it  commands 
the  entrance  into  the  Lake  before  mentioned  from  the  Southward  and  has  four  regular  Ilastions 
To  the  Southard  is  a  large  plain.  They  likewis(!  by  that  means  extend  their  limitts,  having 
encroach'd  upon  land  belonging  to  his  Majesty 

They  have  also  a  strong  (brt  at  Cadaruchque  at  the  North  East  end  of  the  Lake  Ontario  which 
emptys  itself  in  the  river  S'  Lawrance,  made  tliere  not  only  in  order  to  entice  the  six  nations  of 
Indians  to  their  interest  and  to  havt!  an  awe  over  them  but  also  for  a  retreat  to  the  french  when 
at  any  time  they  should  attack  or  annoy  the  six  nations  and  likewise  to  prevent  the  said  Six 
Nations  trom  going  to  Canada  in  time  of  war. 

They  have  also  a  strong  fortification  at  Niagara  which  is  at  the  South  west  end  of  Canada 
Lake  below  the  Falls  of  that  name  about  three  Leagues,  where  there  is  a  carrying  place,  it 
borders  near  the  six  nations  which  in  a  great  measure  comands  the  Indian  Trade  from  tho 
Westward  and  overawes  the  Sinnekes 

They  have  several  settlements  and  forts  as  above  observed  of  less  note  among  the  upper 
nations  of  Indians  on  the  chief  passages  as  the  Indians  eonie  from  their  liunting  in  order  to 
intercept  the  furr  trade  and  to  keep  an  awo  and  coinand  over  them. 

Albany  4  Feb"  ]7;j; 


. 


LONDON  DOCUMENTS :    XXVI. 


127 


188 


NtW-YORK  COLONIAL  MANUSCRIPTS. 


Lieutenant  -Governor  Clarice  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 

[New-Tork  Papen,  (8.  p.  O.)  No.  9,  p.  1«.] 

New  York  June  S"""  1738. 
My  Lord. 

I  beg  leave  to  do  myself  the  honor  to  acquaint  Your  Grace  that,  being  informed  that  a 

considerable  hind  and  naval  force  was  arrived  at  Augustine  from  Cuba  in  order  to  make  a 

descent  on  Georgia,  I  sent  for  those  Masters  of  vessells  who  were  lately  arrived  from  Augustine 

and  Carolina,  and  examined  them  on  oath  concerning  that  affair,  copys  of  whose  examinations 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  lay  before  Your  Grace.     The  Council  were  of  opinion  that  there  was 

sufficient  cause  to  embargo  Kip  and  Griffiths  sloops,  the  first  was  loaden  with  provision  for 

Augustine  and  Griffith  careening  in  order  to  take  in  a  loading  for  the  same  place,  both  owned 

by  on  William  Walton  of  this  Town,  who,  as  I  am  informed  has  supplied  that  place  with 

provisions  many  years  by  contract — He  protested  against  the  Custom-house  officers  for  refusing 

to  clear  ships,  a  copy  of  which  protest  I  likewise  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose.     I  have 

besides  the  restraint  laid  on  those  two  sloops  issued  a  Prod™  with  the  advice  of  the  Council, 

forbidding  all   His  Mfij'>''  subjects   in   this  province  to  supply  Augustine  with  provision  or 

ammunition.     The  obligation  on  M'  Walton  to  give  security  before  his  sloops  be  cleared  at  the 

Customhouse  that  they  should  not  go  to  Augustine  might  have  not  answered  the  end,  but  as 

I  was  to  act  with  the  advice  of  the  Council,  the  order  was  made  pursuant  to  it,  yet  there  being 

no  sum  mentioned  wherein  he  was  to  be  bound,  I  had  it  in  my  power  to  direct  what  the 

penalty  should  be.     Capt"  Walton  thought  it  hard,  that  his  vessells  entering  and  clearing  for 

Carolina  (as  they  always  do  for  some  F^nglish  port)  should  be  embargo'd,  and  other  vessells 

that  enter  for  the  same  place  should  be  suffered  to  depart ;  but  I  can  not  think  it  either  hard 

or  unjust,  Walton  being  the  only  person  in  this  place  whom  the  Spaniards  permit  to  trade  at 

Augustine,  where  he  has  a  Factor  who  has  resided  there  many  years. 

In  this  situation  the  business  continued  till  the  19'"  of  May,  when  Capt"  Tucker  and  one 
Coll.  Hicks  an  Assembly  man  in  Carolina  who  came  hither  with  Tucker  for  his  health  being 
examined  on  oath  the  Council  were  thereupon  of  opinion  that  the  Spanish  expedition  against 
Georgia  was  countermanded,  in  consequence  whereof,  an  order  of  the  Board  was  sent  to  the 
Collector  to  clear  Griffith  and  Kip,  and  a  Proclam"  was  at  the  same  time  ordered  to  issue  to 
recall  the  Proclam"  above  mentioned. — 

I  have  with  all  humility  and  the  warmest  gratitude  to  returne  my  most  humble  thanks  to 
Your  Grace  for  your  goodness  to  my  son,  who  I  hope  will  by  all  hid  actions  endeavour  to  obtain 
the  continuance  of  Your  Grace's  protection,  to  which  I  humbly  recommend  myself— 
I  am  with  the  greatest  submission 
My  Lord 

Your  Graces  most  humble 

most  obedient  and  most  dutiful  serv' 

To  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle.  (signed).        G.  Clahkk. 
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Lords  of  Trade  to  Lieutenant -Governor  Clarice. 

[  Now-Yof k  EatrliM,  M.  p.  6S.  ] 

To  Geo.  Clarke  Esq'  Lieu*  Gov'  of  New  Y^ork. 
Sir, 

w.e„  we  ..ve  a.o  reee^  JuL  H.-ic"!;:  Z:.:!::  Z;;i""^  '-'  ''''''-  ^'^ 
sl,.^ri  "  ^''"'r^7'^  ^'^«  «^^«^"'  A'--'^'  ««  ««0"  "«  we  have  form'.l  our  judgment  on  them  you 

you  pressing  Instances  .n  favour  of  the  Triennial  Bill  back',!  by  your  son's  arguments  who 
..s  requent ly  attended  us  on  that  subject,  we  can  by  no  means'recommend  i  To  hTs  L^s  ! 
fo  approbafon,  nevertheless  we  must  desire  you  to  use  your  utmost  endeavours  t^  ob  a  n 

a  settU^d  Revenue  agreable  ,o  your  Instructions,  in  which  tJlertaking  we  hope  Z,^^,,  " 
no  dilhculty  but  what  you  will  be  able  to  get  over.  ^ 

In  compliance  with  Your  Desire  of  having  Your  son  of  the  Council,  we  have  Recommended 
h.n  toh.s  A  a.es,y.  of  which  We  doubt  not  but  he  has  already  given  you  no  ce.  TlNul 
Richard  has  been  likewise  recomnien.ied. 

We  are  glad  to  hear  by  yours  of  June  H'-  1737  of  your  intention  of  meeting  the  Six  Nations 
from  wh.ch  interview  we  promise  to  ourselves  no  small  advantage 

In  answer  to  that  part  of  your  letter  dated  Feb-  IS-  1735  which  regards  the  French,  we 
must  acquaint  you  that  we  are  very  much  concerned  to  find  they  n.ake  such  great  ad  a^ces 
nd  gam  ground  so  considarably  on  us  but  we  hope  you  will  be  able  to  preven      he     Z, 

LiZ."n',r"i''';:"^"""  '"  '"''''  '"  '''  •■'•'!«"  trade,  especially' if  ybl, 
Liberty  of  building  tl.e  Fort  you  mention  at  Tierondequat 

We  commend  the  great  readiness  you  shew'd  to  assist  Carolina  in  case  of  necessity,  and  the 
care  you  took  u.  preventing  any  Provisions  being  sent  to  S'  Augustine  and  doubt  not  Lt  upon 

cIn-?!7'  "  V  "'"  """  "'"'  '"  ^'^  ^"""'''''  y^''  '•••^"'•'"••y  -"'1  ->«  ■•'  li«t  of  the  Members  of 
Coun   taking  Notice  a,  the  same  time  of  those  that  are  dead  or  absent,  and  in  regnr.i  to    he 
ast  that  you  partu^.tarly  remark  Iron.  whon.  and  for  how  long  a  time  they  have  oh  lined  a 
L.cence  of  Leave,  so  far  as  you  are  able,  and  so  we  bid  you  heartily  farewell,  and  are 

Your  very  loving  friends 

and  humble  Serv" 

Whitehall  J'*'^''"^ 

August  y"  1738  BaUDE.NKLL 

R.    Pl.UMEK. 
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Jieport  agaimi  the  Triennial  Act  of  New-  York 

I  Now-York  Eiilrlc*,  M.,  p.  II.] 

To  the  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty. 

May  it  please  Your  Majesty 

We  have  had  under  our  consideration  an  act  passed  in  your  Majesty's  Province  of  New  Yorit 
in  December  1737  intituled  •«  An  Act  f■^r  the  frequent  Elections  of  Representatives  to  serve 
in  Gen' Assembly  and  for  the  frequent  calling  and  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  so  Elected. 
We  have  likewise  had  the  Opinion  of  M'  Fane  one  of  Your  Majesty's  Council  at  Law,  and 
are  of  opinion  with  him  that  it  is  an  Infringement  of  Your  Majesty's  Prerogative  by  taking 
away  the  undoubted  Right  which  the  Crown  has  always  exercised  of  calling  and  continuing 
the  Assembly  of  this  Colony  at  such  times  and  as  long  as  it  was  thought  necessary  for  the 
publick  service,  and  as  no  reason  has  appeared  to  us  to  require  such  an  Innovation,  we  humbly 
lay  the  same  before  Your  Majesty  for  Your  Royal  Disapi    .bation, 

Which  is  most  humbly  submitted 

R.  Plumer 
M.  Bladen 

August  10«^  1738  j^,  Brudenell 


Lieutenant-Governor  Clarke  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  M«w-York  Pipan,  Og.,  Ko.  no.  ] 

„    T     J  ^'ew  York  Sept'  16.  1738 

My  Lords  '^ 

The  en'ilosed  Accounts  of  the  Nunibers  of  people  and  numbers  of  Militia  in  this  province 
compleat  my  answers  to  your  Lordships  queries 

My  son  having  sign  /d  to  me  your  Lordships  commands  concerning  the  Bermudas  petition 
against  the  tunnagc  Act  past  here  in  the  year  1734.  I  have  lay'd  that  matter  before  the  Council 
and  the  Assembly ;  as  it  was  an  Act  passed  before  I  had  the  honor  to  have  the  Administration 
of  the  Government,  so  soon  as  they  furnish  me  with  their  reasons  in  support  of  that  Act,  I 
will  do  myself  the  honor  to  lay  them  before  your  Lordships. 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inclose  to  your  Lordships  my  Speech  to  the  Assembly,  what  they 
will  do  this  year  I  cant  tell,  but  next  year  they  must  give  his  Majesty  such  a  Revenue,  as 
former  Assemblys  have  given,  or  suffer  a  large  sum  of  their  paper  monev  to  fall  to  the  ground 
for  want  of  a  fond  to  support  it;  this  is  a  stafl'  which  I  have  now  in  my  hands,  and  ought  by 
no  other  means  to  part  with,  than  that  of  their  giving  such  a  Revenue  as  I  have  askt;  and 
unless  a  Governor  has  now  and  then  some  advantage  over  these  people,  ho  will  find  it  diflicult 
to  bring  them  to  reason  and  their  duty 
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Ine  letter  from  the  Commissioners  of  Indian  affairq  ^nf  «,i.i.i,  «i.     •     .      ^  . 
received  a  few  days  ago  and  have  sent  ic  to  t      specie     obi  beLrthTh    "  "7^'^  ' 

them  to  enable  me  to  defeat  the  designs  of  tl,e  fLol     f      r  *  °"'^*  '^^''""S 

Wood  Creek  not  far  from  which  thly  bu  It    he  st  „      '"^ 'f  *'"^P—  themselves  of  the 

now  In  Oswego,  and  will  hv  d2r«.c  .  "'^"^'-^P'  ^"  ""r  Western  furr  trade  that  centers 

hence  your  Lorrhps  J,  percfve^^^^  Masters  of  the  whole  six  Nations;  from 

and  every  other  o    £  s  M  '  estvs  Ooln  v    T  ^"'''  "'"  "'  ""  "''"°^'  ''"P"''^'''"'^^  *»  t'"«' 

atten,pts  of  the  ftenci     o  se ttL  n.^  H  '  '  ' ,"     T'  ^"""'* '  ""  '  P^^'«""'«  '"  ^^'"'^  ^^at  thesJ 
«ix  N^ons  are    o  w  y^war  1    d  t  tte^f  '  "  V''"  ""'  °"  ""^  ^^''•"'^^  ''^'^"^'"S  '«  ^»- 

..y  be  i„e.e;:^  s^  i^^i^r s  :^  ^r::!:;ir;  r '-  ^'"  -  -  ^' 

with  the  highest  honor  and  regard 
My  Lords 

Your  Lordships 

The,  Right  Hon"-  the  Lords  of  Trade  '""''  ''"™^''  ""'^  """'^  "'''  ^"^^"""^"^ 

Geo:  Clarke 


ComnMoners  of  Indian  Affairs  to  Lieutenant-Governor  Clarke. 

[  New.Tork  P«pf«,  Og.,  No.  SI.  J 

May  it  please  your  Honor  Albany  30  Aug :  1738 

Sir 

in^n;::drtil::\:ith;;j'trtrT'''",  ?"^""^  ^-^'^  ^^^"-^^^  '>"-  ^--^-  -- 

Wood  Creek    1  out       „.r  7"'''  ''"''  »  ^'^""■«"  '«  ^^'^''^  ««^«^""  '"•"">*'«  on  the 

has      nt  sev  r7  .  nlr    M         '  """'  "'"r""'"^  '"^'  ^P^"'«=  '''"'  ^'^  ^■-~  o''  Canada 

said  Ilber  and  others   v,^  lich  w     b    i        .    T       ""'  '  ''P"^'  "'"'  *''*"  '•^"•'  *«  S'''""'^''  to  the 
very  bad  cons.-"™  tT.    h  s  1  '^  '"  T'  :'''"'"  "'"''"'^■"•^  "'^  ^■""-'-  '«  ^^  "^ 

whLlore  we  earne:^  y  In        t'^     M  ,  iTh:    "7    '"  "'  ^'^  "'"'  ^"""^  '"  """'^'"^  ' 
encroachment  of  the  find,  d  Cm  ,1  '"'!"  '''"''"■  '''''''^'**"'  '"  ''^''^''"t  this 
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spring  to  erect  a  strong  building  tiiere,  then  we  nre  inclos'd  on  all  sides,  but  we  are  yet  in 
hopes  that  the  french  may  be  prevented  in  their  designs.  We  heartily  wish  that  the  liniitts 
between  our  Crown  and  that  of  franco  were  settled  which  might  prevent  their  continual 
encroachments  on  us.     We  are  with  respect 

Your  honors  most  humble  Servants 

Ph:  Livingston 
mvndert  schuyleb 

RCTGER    BLEECKEa 

Abr"*  Cuyler 
^  John  D'Peyster' 

Nicholas  Bleecker 
DiRiCK  Ten  Brodily 

'  JoHif  Di  Pjtstkb  waa  grandson  of  Ab  «1iam.  Supra,  IV.,  T77.  He  wos  born  at  New-York  on  the  14lh  of  January,  16»}, 
and  moved  to  Alhniiy,  where  he  married  Anne  Scimjler,  by  whom  he  had  two  daughleis;  Anna,  the  wife  of  Volkert  P. 
Douw  and  Rachel,  the  wife  of  Tobias  Ten  Eyck.  Depfy^ttr,  (?,•»..  111.  He  was  Ri. order  of  the  city  of  Albany  from  1726 
to  1728.  and  Mayor  from  1729  to  1731,  and  again  in  1732.  In  1734  he  became  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  Indian  Affiiini; 
was  subsequently  a  contractor  willi  the  Government  to  supply  Oswego  and  otlitr  ontposia  with  stores,  and  in  i755  one  of  the 
Commissioners  for  paying  the  forcep  in  the  expedition  in  which  Geaernl  Johnson  defeated  Dieskau.  His  name  appears  aa  a 
patentee  of  lands  ii>  Schoharie ;  also,  in  Herkimer  county  and  near  Scbaghticoke. En. 
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[  New-York  Papcre,  Og.,  No.  88.  ] 

List  of  the  Numberof  Militia  within  the  Trovinceof  New  York  taken  Anno  1737. 


COUNTYS 


Jiew  York  . .. 

Albany , 

West  Chester. 
Kings  County, 
Qufens  Do  . 
Kit'limond  Do  . 
Suffolk  Do  , 
Lister  Do  . 
Ducliesii  Do  , 
Urange      Do  . 

Totnl 


c 
a 
s 

3 


30 
74 
130 
24 
32 
IS 
40 
31 
24 
■25 


as 

(tit 
3-3  =  a 

D    «„ 


904 

1436 

1144 

2«3 

968 

231 

1291 

601 

521 

509 


K  3 


423   I  7888  !   86 


50 
62 
46 
52 
50 


64 
57 


■o  (t  ^ 

II 


361 


f 


86 


85 


Lieutenant-Governor  Clarl-e  to  the  DuJce  of  Newcastle. 

I  N«w-Tork  Pspen,  ( S.  i .  O., )  No.  9,  p.  26.  ] 

,,    ,      ,  New  York  Sent'  IG""  1738. 

My  Lord. 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  send  to  Your  Grace  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  with 

a  copy  of  a  letter  therein  mentioned  to  be  received  by  me  from  the  Commissioners  of  Indian 

Affairs;  I  forbear  to  give  your  Grace  a  repetition  of  what  I  have  s?.id  to  their  LordspP'  begging 

leave  to  'eferr  to  my  letter  to  them,  and  submitting  the  subject  matter  of  it  to  Your  Grace's 

great  and  superior  wisdom.     I  beg  leave  however  to  remind  Your  Grace  that  this  is  a  frontier 

Province,  which  only  can  restrain  the  French  from  making  incursions,  in  case  of  a  rupture,  into 

all  His  Maj'''''  p/ovinces  to  the  westward  of  this,  and  humbly  hope  that  Your  Grace  will  be 

pleased  to  take  us  into  Your  immediate  protection  and  consideration.     We  have  garrisons  but 

without  an  ounce  of  powder,  and  very  few  other  warlike  stores,  without  a  carriage  fit  for 

service  to  mount  any  of  our  guns  upon,  nor  have  we  had  any  stores  sent  us  this  seven  and 

twenty  years,  too  long  a  time  for  powder  to  remain  good,  had  the  nece.s'sary  care  been  taken 

to  preserve  it.  but  for  want  of  that  care  great  quantitys  have  been  trodden  under  foot. 

1  do  myself  the  honour,  to  bend  to  Your  Grace  my  speech  to  (he  Assembly,  wherein  I  have 
told  them  the  state  of  a  "urge  sum  of  their  paper  money.  If  they  do  not  give  to  His  Mnj'»  such 
a  Revenue,  am]  for  as  long  a  time  as  former  Assenibiys  have  given  it.  This  is  an  advantage  I 
have  over  then,  at  present,  which  I  think  I  ought  by  no  manner  to  part  with,  and  I  humbly 
presume  to  hope  for  Your  Grace's  protection  therein  — I  am  with  the  highest  honour  and  most 
profound  submission  My  Lord 

Your  Graces 

most  humble,  most  obedient,  and 
most  dutiful  servant 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  (signed)        G  Clarke. 
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Lieutenant-Governor^  Clarke  to  the  Lords  of  Tiade. 

[  New-Tork  Papen,  Gg.,  No.  24.  ] 

My  Lords  New  York  Oct'  22.  173S 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  acquaint  your  Lordships  that  on  the  20  of  this  month  I  dissolved 

the  Asse„.b ly  after  they  had  very  fruitlesly  set  about  seven  weeks  my  reasons  for  ITt^t 

your  Lordsh.ps  w.li  see  in  the  inclosed  papers  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  .Vrin  ! 

give  you  a  double  trouble ;  and  ,  presume  to^ope  your  LlrSl^i ^  ,     J  f/,^ ^  Zl  Z 
I  acquamted  them  at  first  with  the  petition  of  .the  Bermuflians  against  the  tunn  age  aIp 

m  1734.  des.rmg  them  as  it  was  passed  before  my  V    a.  and  as  ft  was  a  matter  of  Jene' 

zro;-;  Buu  T'':7  'Vrt  "^^  ^'^^  ^^-^^-^  ^°  ^«  '^^^^  ^^^-«  y^u"  Lrds'h ; ; 

support  0     t  But     do  not  find  that  they  gave  themselves  one  thought  about  it,  and  1  presume 

fo      em"  .     ''         "'  T:'  ''T  '  ^'"""  ""'^'"P^  '^  S'-  -y  "'-  I  have  re  olme  d  d  i 
to  them,  they  suppose  as  I  have  been  told,  that  your  Lordships  will  let  the  A."l  lye  as  it  is   i 
you  have  the.r  reasons.  I  cannot  suppose  that  they  intended  by  it  to  strength  n  my  hn 
U,      eLrtTo^bYh"^""'^^  ^"^  yetif  the'bi..  be  rejected  itTil   have" 

wUhou?a  f!^,  i  r  t  7""'  ''"?  ""  ''^^  '"'  "«  "^"  ««  '''^'  °"  ^^e  excise  Bill  will  be 
without  a  fond  to  subsist  on  to  sink  it,  and  next  year  they  must  return  to  their  senses  or 
involve  their  country  in  misery;   for  it  must  I  think,  be  expected  that  I  ^h  uld  p  rt  Ti   .  the 

reven"  T      ^    I  '''^  ""''"  °^'^^  ^'^^'"  °"  ^"'^  "'"^  -"'^''-"  ^han  that  of  their^i  ing  a 
evenue  for  a  term  of  years  :  I  humbly  hope  for  your  Lordn-  countenance  herein  and  beg  leave 
to  subscribe  myself  with  the  highest  honor  ^ 

My  Lords 

Your  Lorpshipg 

The  R.  Hon-  The  Lords  of  Trade.  """"'  ^"'"^''^  ""^  '"?!'  '''' S'''' 

uEo :  Clarke 


'■♦    •!    ^. — 


Lieutenant-Governor  ClarTce  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[New-Tork  Ptpen,  Og,  No.  23. ] 

My  Lords  ^^^  ^^"^^  N°^  •  the  21.  1738 

Your  Lordships  letter  of  the  19  of  August  which  I  have  the  honor  to  receive  gives  me  a  fresh 

hat  of  ecommending  n.y  sou  to  his  Majesty  to  be  one  of  the  Council  for  this  province 
hoping  that  his  behaviour  will  be  such  as  may  recommend  him  .o  the  continuance'of  your 
Lordships  protection  ^ 

I  was  sensible  when  I  wrote  to  your  Lordships  about  the  trienial  Bill  that  there  was  no 
Ke^slitl/       '"  '""'"'  ^'  """^  ^"'  ""•^'  '  ^^^"''^  ^^'  P"^«'^  -  ^^«  P--S  -'-- 

Although  my  interview  with  the  Six  nations  had  not  the  effect  I  hoped  for  in  their  givins 
us  some  land  to  build  a  fort  on  at  Tierondequat  yet  in  other  things  1  succeeded  pretty  well  fo'r 
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I  got  them  not  to  permit  the  French  to  erect  a  trading  house  there  nor  suflTer  them  to  take  any 
other  footing  among  them  and  to  give  what  encouragement  they  can  to  the  remote  Nations  of 
Indians  to  bring  their  beaver  to  Oswego. 

I  am  equally  sensible  and  thankful  for  the  honor  that  your  Lordships  to  me  in  approving  of 
my  conduct  in  the  affair  of  Carolina  and  S'  Augustin  and  your  Lordships  may  be  assured  I 
will  upon  every  occasion  exert  myself  for  his  Majesty's  Service.  I  do  myself  the  honor 
herewith  to  send  your  Lordships  the  minutes  of  Council  and  tlie  votes  of  the  Assembly  during 
their  Inst  sitting  I  was  obliged  to  disolve  them  for  their  insolent  attempts  and  his  Majesty's 
authority  I  intend  to  call  another  Assembly  to  sitt  in  the  Gpriiig  who  I  hope  will  come  together 
with  better  dispositions  and  a  tryer  sense  of  their  Countries  wants  and  interest  but  however 
they  are  disposed,  I  will  keep  the  Excice  Act  in  my  power  for  if  they  are  not  easily  to  be 
managed  by  that  advantage  which  I  have  over  them  without  it  they  would  be  ungovernable. 
The  tonnage  Act  of  the  year  1734  against  which  the  Bermudiiins  petition'd  your  Lordships 
being  past  before  I  had  the  Governm'  it  was  thought  proper  that  1  should  pass  that  matter 
before  the  Council  and  Assembly  as  I  did  at  the  first  nif^eting  that  they  might  furnish  me  with 
reasons  in  support  of  it,  but  your  Lordships  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  votes  how  little 
notice  they  have  taken  of  it  I  think  I  have  done  my  duty  what  ever  they  have  done  and  I 
presume  your  Lordships  will  not  expect  after  this  J.at  I  should  lake  upon  me  to  answer  for 
the  country  whom  it  most  concerns  and  to  whom  it  most  properly  belongs  to  speak  in  its 
defence  and  who  possibly  may  not  well  like  what  I  might  say  in  its  behalf  I  humbly  recommend 
myself  to  your  Lordships  protection  and  am  with  the  highest  honor  and  regard 

My  Lords 

Your  Lordships 

most  humble  and  most 

obedient  Servant 

The  R«  Hon"'"  the  Lords  of  Trade.  Geo  :  Clarke 


Veto  of  the  Trknnial  Act  of  New  •  York 

[New-York  Papers,  Og.,  No.  88.] 

At  the  Court  jf  S'  James's  the  30  November  173S 

PnESE.VT  — T..e  Kings  most  Excellent  Majesty  in  Council 
[Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
Lord  Chancellor, 
Lord  President, 
Duke  of  Montague, 
Earl  of  Pembroke, 
Earl  of  Grantham 
Earl  of  Cholmondley 


Earl  of  Albercorne 

Earl  of  Silkirk 

Lord  Harvey 

Lord  Harrington 

M'  Speaker 

Sir  Paul  Methuen 

Horatio  Walpole  Esq:] 


Whereas  by  Commission  under  the  great  Seain  of  Great  Britain  the  Governour  Council  and 
Assembly  of  his  Majesty's  Province  of  New  York  are  Auliiorized  and  Empower'd  to  make 


LONDON  DOCUMENTS:    XXVI. 

that  the  .aid  Ac,  ought  t  be  ZeldHv'^  "''°"  '°  ""  "»i"'y  "  ""'!'  •?""»" 

consideration  wa.p,eafe  Lithe  15  ttfMrpf-'p'''  'I'"*,""  "■""  '"''•   '"'   "o^"' 
the  .aid  Act  and  pn,.ua„.  ,o  m  utZf^^/    '""''''''' ^'°'"'' '•'•'''''''''"''^"''•'' »' 

hetehy  Repealed  Dec,,  J  VcidlT    '1.^1  .'''Tw  Zof ''™'  "' T'  '"  '" 
in  Chief  of  his  Hniestv's  Provin,.«  «f  m       v    .   /     ,^^^^°'  *^«  Governour  or  Commander 

»a,  concern  a.  to\a/ek'trc::rdl::™ri^:r„rL^;7  "^  »"  -"'"--  " 

[J.  Vernon'] 


ZorcJy  of  Trade  to  Ztmtmant-Governor  Olt^rh. 


To  George  Clarke  Esq' 


[  New-Vork  i  iMn,  M.,  p.  79.] 


Sir. 

.ri'zitiTirhVht'rei'r.'tu  "-""rT'- "  ^''«^"'»' »'"-« - »-  "-"- 

the  Governmen  of  n1  Vol  „1 '„„      'i?  f!''  """"••»"''-«  !>«•»-"  the  Indian,  under 

Indian,  ,i„go„  .Hetallrct^r  'o^r; l^nd tn^ilTu:  Un't'la  "r^"  '  '""'^"" 
the  lime  and  place  of  Treaty  had  been  innniuJ^.^  compia.nmg  that  after  by  your  assistance 

Five  Nations  l.ad  broke  ol^t  negoti  io  vli  Z  ']  ""'""  T''  ^°  '''^^'^  ''^"^^  "- 
dU.  afterwards  mnrther  eleven  K^nll^llurS^^r  1^  ^^I^t^-^'r^  ^ 
adding  at  the  same  time  that  he  h«H  «««♦  .„  ^  i  1   ^  '^"®  mountains, 

aot  .een  ahie  to  ohtain  an^W.  ^r  rn:Z    tTr  ™:i':Lll;cr""  "'  ""•* 

the:;:rri:::';r::";u::;'h;.re"B;i:.,;t;'  ■"-'  t^  rr--''"- '°  ■■'■  -• 

orrcotrr;.^'"-"  "■-•-»- 

Vol.  VI.  ,g 
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We  must  therefore  recommend  it  to  you  in  tlie  strongest  terms  to  employ  all  your  credit  and 
Authority  first  to  obtain  satisfaction  for  the  murthers  committed  upon  his  Majesty's  Subjects 
and  in  the  next  place  to  facilitate  a  lasting  friendship  not  only  between  the  five  Nations  and 
the  Cherokee  and  Catabaw  Indians  but  also  to  recommend  to  the  said  five  Nations  to  live  in 
good  Intelligence  and  Correspondence  with  all  the  rest  of  the  Indian  Clans  in  America 
dependant  upon  the  British  Government. 

And  as  we  apprehend  nothing  can  more  effectually  contribute  to  this  end,  than  the  restraining 
the  several  Indians  within  their  proper  bounds,  agreable  to  former  Treaties,  We  send  you 
inclosed  a  Copy  of  thnt  made  between  Col"  Spotswood'  and  the  five  Nations  in  the  year  1722 
to  which  we  apprehend  they  have  paid  but  very  little  regard  upon  this  occasion. 

We  take  this  opportunity  to  acquaint  you  that  we  have  received  yours  of  the  16""  September 
last,  and  immediately  communicated  to  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  an  Extract  of  it 
together  with  a  Copy  of  the  letter  to  you  from  the  Commiss"  of  Indian  Affairs  that  the  same 
might  he  laid  before  His  Majesty. 

But  we  must  desire  you  would  in  Your  next  give  us  a  more  particular  description  of  the 
situation  of  the  Crown  Point  and  of  Tierondequat  in  regard  to  New  York  there  being  no 
notice  taken  upon  our  .Maps  of  either  of  these  places. 

We  wish  you  Success  in  Your  undertaking  and  hope  the  Assembly  will  concur  with  you  in 
Settling  a  proper  Revenue  for  the  support  of  the  Government  agreeable  to  Your  Instructions, 
and  so  we  bid  you  heartily  farewell  and  are, 

Your  very  loving  Friends 

and  humble  Serv" 

M.  Bladen 

Whitehall  Ak.  Croft 

Dec"-  G'"  1738.  R.  p^^^^n. 

*  Sir  Alkxanbeb  Spotswood,  Kt,  became  LieutensntGovernor  of  Virginia  in  \1\0.  In  1714,  he  BuccessfuUy  accomplished 
an  exploration  across  the  Blue  ridgo,  which  obtained  for  him  the  honor  of  Knighthood.  On  his  return  he  proposed  the 
establishment  of  a  chain  of  posU  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  so  a*  to  out  off  the  communication  of  the  French  with  the 
Western  tribes;  he  attended  a  Conference  with  the  Indians  at  Albany  in  1722,  and  in  1723  was  superseded  by  Hugh  Drysdale, 
Esq.,  owing,  it  is  said,  to  the  intrigues  of  France  at  the  British  Court,  joined  to  the  importunities  of  several  leading  familes 
in  Virginia,  to  whom  his  intimate  knowledge  of  the  country  and  of  its  true  commercial  and  political  interesU  had  rendered 
him  obnoxious.  £urA-.  He  still  continued  to  reside  in  Virginia  and  was  afterwards  appointed  Deputy  Postmaster-General  of 
the  Colonies.  Afmrii'  Papert,  70.  In  1789,  he  was  appointed  to  command  the  Colonial  troops  in  the  expedition  against 
Carthagena,  but  his  career  was  cut  short  by  his  death,  on  the  7tli  June,  1740.  Colonel  Spolswood  was  an  officer  of  rare 
talent  and  a  scholar  of  high  attainments;  urbane  and  conciliating  in  his  manners,  innocent  in  private  life,  unimpeached  in 
his  administration,  a  fri.;nd  to  the  liberties  of  the  Colony  without  losing  sight  of  the  interests  of  the  parent  country  ;  a  skilful 
sud  enterprising  soldier,  he  appears  a  star  of  no  ordinary  magnitude  amidst  the  darkness  by  which  he  was  surrounded.  His 
policy  towards  the  Indians  was  humane  and  wise ;  many  of  them  were  educated  and  instructed  in  trades  by  his  orders,  and  on 
the  whole  he  has  descended  to  us  with  scarcely  sufficient  alloy  to  constitute  a  human  character.  Uurk. 
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Lords  of  Trade  to  Lieutenant-Governor  Clarke. 

[N<w-Tork  Entriet,  M.  p.  88.] 

To  Geo.  Clarke  Esq' 

Sir. 

Since  our  last  letter  to  you  dated  the  6'-  December  (a  Duplicate  whereof  is  herewith 

^^^.r  "" '""' '""  °"^  '""• ""''''''  "^  "^^  ''^  °^"-  ^"^  ~^^" «' 

In  the  first  you  acquaint  us  with  your  having  dissolved  the  Assembly,  and  at  the  same  time 

r  your  reasons  of  so  doing,  you  refer  us  to  the  papers  enclosed  therein;  We  have  colid  " d 
them  very  maturely,  and  thereupon  have  thought  proper  to  give  you  by  the  first  opportuni  y 
th.s  early  testimony  of  our  approbation  of  Your  conduct  in  this  Affafr,  You  certainly  lie  a^  J 
as  became  you  bot    in  communicating  Your  Instructions  to  them  and  in  adhering  to  it  your     f 

We  hope  when  the  next  Assembly  meets  you  will  find  a  better  disposition  in  them  to  concu 
wuh  you  .n  such  measures  as  are  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  Government,  and  we  wo  d 
recommend  to  you  to  cultivate  a  good  understanding  with  them  but  should  you  have  the  same 
Difficulties  to  struggle  with,  we  still  promise  ourselves  that  no  consideration  will  induce  you 
to  come  into  a  Bill  for  sinking  the  Paper  Money  unless  a  proper  provision  be  made  for  the 
support  of  the  Government. 

As  to  the  Answer  you  made  to  part  of  the  Message  sent  ycu  by  the  Assembly  that  you  could 
not  give  Your  consent  to  the  Appropriation  of  the  Money,  we  must  observe  that  the  Right  of 
issumg  of  Mony  when  given  by  the  Assembly  belongs  to  you  as  His  Majesty's  Governor,  as 
does  also  the  appointing  the  Officers  necessary  for  that  purpose  but  the  Appropriation  of  it  is 
in  the  Assembly  agreeable  to  the  Constitution  of  England. 

In  Your  other  Letter  which  takes  notice  of  Your  Interview  with  the  Six  Nations,  and  of  the 
advantages  you  hope  to  receive  from  it,  tho  not  so  great  as  you  had  expected,  gives  us 
another  opportunity  of  commending  Your  conduct,  and  we  doubt  not  but  you  will  continue 
to  use  the  same-Vigilance  a.s  you  have  hitherto  done  in  preventing  the  French  from  gaining 
any  footing  among  the  Indians,  as  nothing  can  be  done  of  that  nature  which  will  not  affect 
our  commerce  in  the  most  sensible  manner.  So  we  bid  you  heartily  farewell  and  are,  Your 
very  loving  Friends 

&  humble  Serv" 

MONSON 

Whitehall  J:'-  ^,^^°^^ 

Feb'^G-173|  WAsHE 

R.   I  LUMEIl. 
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Lieutenant-Governor  Claris  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

i  NeWfTork  Paper,  Gg.  No.  89.  ] 

My  Lords  ^^"^  ^°^^  ^P"'  l^.  1739 

I  had  the  honor  last  night  to  receive  your  Lordships  letter  of  the  6  of  December  last,  which 
1  w,ll  do  myself  the  honor  more  particularly  to  answer  by  the  first  ship  bound  to  London  ;  but 
there  bemg  one  just  upon  the  departure  and  impatient  to     -u  for  Holland  I  beg  leave  only  at 
present  to  acquaint  your  Lordships  that  the  small  po.x  being  in  Town,  and  nine  of  the  twenty 
seven  that  compose  the  house  of  Representatives  who  have  not  had  it.  they  desired  my  leave  to 
adjourn  to  a  small  village  about  two  or  three  miles  off.  but  that  would  not  quiet  th'eir  fears- 
wherefore  having  past  a  short  bill  to  revive  the  Act  past  in  1737  for  laying  duties  on  Rum  &' 
and  one  to  restrain  hogs  from  running  at  large  I  was  obliged  on  their  request  to  give  them 
leave  to  adjourn  to  the  fourth  Tuesday  in  August,  hoping  by  that  time  the  small  pox  will  be 
ent.rely  gone,  what  I  shall  then  bring  them  to  I  cannot  yet  tell  for  the  province  is  yet  very 
qu.et.  and  people  hve  well  with  one  another,  yet  your  Lordships  will  see  by  an  inclosed  printed 
paper  what  the.r  prevailing  thoughts  are  by  which  those  who  have  contrary  notions  are  swayed 
aga.ns   the.r  w>ll.  that  paper  came  out  the  day  before  the  election  for  this  town,  and  was  read 
pubhckly  to   he  candidates.     I  had  no  time  to  answer  it  and  to  get  my  answer  printed  before 
the  election  but  m  two  or  three  days  I  published  the  inclosed  answer.     Judging  it  highly 
necessary  that  some  notice  should  be  taken  of  it  to  prevent  its  ill  effects,  if  it  might  hJl 
.kew,se  do  myself  the  honor  to  send  to  your  Lordships  my  speech  and  the  Assemblys  address. 
1  am  with  the  highest  honour  and  respect 

My  Lords 

Your  Lordships 

most  humble  and 

most  obedieiit  Servant 
Geo:  Clahke 


Lieutenant-Governor  Clarke  to  the  Duh  of  Ni^wcastle. 

{  Ntw-Toik  Pap*™,  ( a.  P.  0. )  No.  ».  p.  »«.  ] 

My  Lord.  ^'""^  ^^^^  AP"'  IS'"  1739. 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  Your  (irace,  that  the  Small  Vox  being  in  To«n  and  one  third  part  of 
the  Assembly  not  having  had  it.  I  g.ve  them  leave  (o  sit  at  (Jreenwich.  a  small  village  about 
two  or  three  miles  out  of  town,  but  there  too  their  fears  of  that  distemper  continuing,  I  was 
obliged,  on  their  request,  to  give  them  leave  to  adjourn  to  the  fourth  Tuesday  in  August 
having  hrst  past  a  bill  to  revive  an  act  past  in  1737  for  laying  duties  on  wine  ettc.  and  nnoiher 
of  a  more  pr-vate  nature:  wh.t  they  will  then  do  1  cannot  yet  tell:  Your  Grace  maybe 
pleased  to  observe  by  an  indosed  paper  that,  much  pain,  is  taken  to  keep  them  from  going 
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before  the  election,  however  judging  it  necessr;  Tot   0!^^°''^^^ 

answer  printed  ia  two  or  three  d  1  Hon  .tZ  Vf     ^"  ""«''«"v'd,  I  got  the  inclosed 

infused  Lo  the  minds  of  ttpeop  e     if r h'e  f2d '   iH    '°"""  "'"'  ""  °''"  P^P^-"'  ^^'^ 
humbly  hope  your  Grace  will  Lpu  e'i     o  tyZlll,  a  i  U^  ZT^'r.^T'  "  '•^'''  ' 

rra;rr.^:~~~ 

debt  .„.uppor>  a  numerorfamlv  r.  I  ""'"J'."""'  P"1""i«'.  ""J  •«.  daily  running  in 

your  0  j/.,a.  ..;i;ri™;^^;^::  reTr:;::;;"^r'M^ir:;::,t:rr ':;t"^ 

have  no.  hi.l.er  „  ,  onTf  nav  , L!  ,  ■       ,'  "^  '°  '"'  '^•""  "'»'  '  *'"  "«  ■"»  <«'  ' 

people  „,.  ve'r,  t"  'a„7e    ;,„  „nT'°°         "'""^  ""''  "'  """"'''"""  "'  "»"«■     •'■^'' 
year.,  thn.  beiar.he  o„i„,  "7  "'  "">"  ">•■"  »f  giving  a  revenue  f„r  »  ,„„,  „f 

oraoe.  n,o.M,u„.,,e,„u,.ri:,[:;"r;;n:::l";;u,rr:a:;'^:;:in"^  ^ 

His  Grace  tlieDuiie  of  Newcastle—  (s'gned).         G  Clarke 


J 


LieuUmnt -Governor  Clarhe  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

(  Now- York  Papon,  Og.,  No.  81.) 

My  Lords  New  York  April  24.  1739. 

receive  yunr  Lorii.ip.  I.Z    ■  ,         r  ■  L  :w':  Jl  i!  ,     T™  ""™  "■"'  "7  ""  '""'"  '» 
lin.linB  nvv.elf  bv  vour  I  „r i  i^  t"       J"'"  "''' '"»»'  '"""''I'  "i--"'!". 

Tbe  Ae'    u,blv  1?  I,  '™  "  '"'"'  ■""«'"  "'""'  ""  ""■""'«  »■"!  -•rORle  1  will. 

power  and  this  I  prmime  your  Lordships  will  think  I  ouuIk  not  lo  «lve  int,.  I .»  .1 
tl.ty  g.ve  ior  other  «erv.ce.  to  those  use.  only,  this  I  never  did  oppose  and  it  has  been  Ihe 


Iff 


142 


NEW-YORK  COLONIAL  MANUSCRIPTS. 


constant  practice  of  Assemblya  and  I  suppose  is  what  your  Lordships  mean  by  appropriation  I 
do  assure  your  Lordships  that  will  not  fail  to  cultivate  a  good  understanding  with  the  Assembly 
It  being  what  I  have  much  at  heart. 

r  will  write  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Indian  affairs  to  inquire  into  the  murders  said  to 
be  committed  in  Virginia  by  some  of  the  Six  Nations,  to  exhort  them  to  stay  at  home  and 
to  dispose  them  to  a  solid  peace,  wherein  I  will  spare  no  pains  (and  by  the  first  London  ship 
1  w.i  descr.be  to  your  Lordships  the  situation  of  the  Crown  point  and  Tierondequat  I  humbly 
beg  the  contmuance  of  your  Lordships  protection  and  am  with  the  highest  honor  and  regard 
My  Lords  * 

Your  Lordships 

most  humble  and 

most  obedient  Servant 

Geo.  Clarke 
P.  S.  I  have  received  his  Majesty's  dis-approbation  of  the  trienuel  Bill. 


Lieutenant-Governo?-  ClurTce  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 

(New-York  Papen.  (8.  P.  o.)  No.  »,  p. 42] 

My  Lord.  ^^^  ^"^"^  ^^^^  24'"  1739. 

I  do  myself  the  honor  herewith  to  send  your  Grace  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Lords 
01    i.  rude. 

I  formerly  wrote  to  their  Lordships  about  Tierondequat  and  the  Fort  built  by  the  French  at 
tl,e  Crown  pomt,  an  extract  of  which  letter  they  acquaint  me  they  have  laid  before  Your 
Grace  but  could  not  find  those  places  in  their  Maps,  I  now  point  them  out  in  a  small  map  which 
I  send  to  them :  I  hkewise  presume  to  send  Your  Grace  a  copy  of  the  papers  mentioned  in  my 
letter  o  the  board  of  trade  relating  to  the  boundaries  of  this  province  and  that  of  the 
Massachusetts:  I  humbly  hope  Your  Grace  will  be  plea.ed  to  give  us  your  protection  therein, 
that  they  may  be  kept  within  their  proper  bounds  and  within  the  rules  of  justice  to  the  Ir.lians 

I  beg  leave  likewise  to  inform  Your  Grace  that  the  Commission  formerly  granted  by  his  late 
Maj"  for  trying  of  I'yrates  is  nowhere  to  be  found  upon  all  the  enquiry  I  have  made  both  of 
(.ov'  Cosby's  private  secretary  and  the  officers  of  admiralty:  I  have  hitherto  had  no  occasion 
to  make  use  of  it  and  hope  I  shall  not,  but  least  it  so  happen,  that  I  may  have  occasion  to 
hold  such  .-1  Court.  I  presume  to  give  Your  (;race  this  information  tbo'  if  the  commission  were 
to  be  found.  I  am  not  sure  that  I  could  hold  a  court  it  being  a  commission  from  King  George 
the  first.  I  humbly  implore  Your  (Jrace  to  keep  me  in  Vour  protection  and  that  vou  will 
permit  me  to  subscribe  myself  as  1  am  with  the  most  profound  submission 
My  liord 

Your  (irarei 

most  humble,  most  dutiful  and 

,,.,,,  most  obedient  iervant 

His  Orare  the  Duke  of  Newcastle.  (signed).         G  CtAnK«. 
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Lieatenant-Oovernor  Clarke  to  the  L<yrda  of  Trade. 

[  New-York  Papen,  Gg.,  No.  82.  ] 

My  Lords  New  York  May  24.  1739 

.o:^;;r  ^^e^z ;:  v::  iz^n  -  -r  r  -' ''-  --'^^  ^^^-  ^  -pp- 

built  by  the  French  at  the  Crown  pi  a  1"-""  r  '^"r^""  '^"^'^^'^'P^  "^"^  *'-  ^-^ 
Tierondequat  on  Cadaracqui  or  Crio  Lake  «??.''.  "^''^  ''''  ^^°^^"'«"'  -^  -here 
places  in  your  own  Maps  '''  "'  '"""'^'^  '^^""^  ^^ence  you  may  find  those 

is  "r  r^^;  Mn:t:lStrs:L  zT^^r^  r- '°  ^--  ----  ^^ 

laid  down  in  Red  ink  at  that  distance  rirn  u    ^"  ^°''  ^^  ''^''^'  "^'"^  ^  ^ave  now 

in  Red  ink  :  the  Frenc  e  end  i  1  7  1^7'?"'.  '  T  ''  '"  ''"""  P"'"' '«  ^'^  ^--- 
or  waters  that  en,pty  thelelves  in  to  Tnv  o  ti  T  V"  t"  "  '"  ^P^'"^  "^'^''^  "^^^  "-rs 
Lawrence  if  these  preten'ron     had  anv.        f  1*^''  '^'''  disembogue  into  the  river  of  S' 

be  theirs,  they  ^o^Zri^  Vl^Z/^^^  ''''  "'^^  ^^'^  ^''''"^  -"'^ 
Dominions  to  the  limitts  of  our  present  sulement.  .  T  ""'  ""'^  '""""'  ''^^  ^"^''^^ 
pretensions  vain  and  that^f  water  irrbetr.rr'   k  ^'■""'"'  '°  think  those   their 

and  the  rivers  into  which  thr^e  I    1  i  f '"'^  ^'''''''"  ""^'"  ""'^  "«  ^^at  the  Lakes 

boundary  and  much  or  t  erfaZori  1^':^^^^^  '''  '''T'  """^«'  ^"^  P^P" 
for  the  Sinnekas  claim  a  lar.e  countrv  on  .  ".  '■*'"'°"  ""^  ''^"''^  ""^^  ^^"  ^^P'^'^* 

tbey  conquered  long  agoe  .o^ t^^^ :  ^^I'^ ^^^^i;!;  ^"^  ^^^^^^  -- 

tb^S:^;::^:  :;:;;^ni^^:;;-^---r  ^  ^^^  ^^--ets  with  a  resole  of 

answer  thereto  all  which  I  i  .dos/ 1  .    h  7"    ''"''"  ^''^  '"°  ^^"^''"^^^  -''''  -X 

present  and  I  expect      JpB      ,1   "'"    '''^'"8  ":,  '""'=''  '^«  ^'^e  Council  thought  I  could  say  at 
they  had  provideStr    l!  ..f  "'"'  ""  '  ''"'  '"''  *'  '^'"'°^«  ^''e  Assembly  and  fhat 

our  Assembly  several  p.^pl/::;  1!/ cl,^    ^.^^  :rV:ti;  r^O^'r'^  r  ^;':  ^'"'"^  "^ 
near  Alhnny  with  a  Survevor  t,.  |..„  „.  .  ^  ^?  '  ^°  ""'*'^  "^  Hudsons  river 

informed  some  of  wl         X   ',,  7,         M  "'n  "'''  ^'"  ""^  "^  """  '^-v-bip^)  as  I  am 
.ome  of  then,  pu  cl"^^   oTll  el  •',  '"'"""  ''  ^'''^  ''^''^'"^  '"  ^''e  year  ,GSS  and 

tbe  owners  of  iCe  ^ : '  ':;:'^,^:^:v:;;vr"  '''r-^-i "-'  --^ '-  «--'-'• 

""'1  rorba.l  ,luM„     The  Indian    whT  1.  loM  .7    i  '  '""'  '  """  ''"'"«  ^''""  °"  ""^  ''l'"^ 

those  who  were  with  himi:      le    J      , ^     :   il^^V"  Pt  f ""  ''^  '"^^^^"^  """ 
purchase  pretended  to  survev  tl.n      ,  .  v  '^''""''  '"''"  ^''o  without  any 

Lh  stepsVun    o   s  rpr "eVtlml  ""  ''"*^''""'  P'"""'^'  '--'  ^-'-'y  taken 

our  n.e,hod  i,  ve^  rj;^       w^^^^^  '"^'"  "P""  f""-"-«  ''loody  and  Indian  Warrs. 

Indians  and  until  de.r^eZ  "  r.     "'"''  ""'"  ""^  ''"'^  ^'''•"  bought  of  the 

1  Wish  wid.  a  y t; ,  t  rr  '  r   "°"  ''""^  ""*  '"""'■"  ^'"'  *-^^' »""  ^^°""-' 

J .« on.  b : ::;  :r::-;^r ::----— ^^^^^ 
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settlements  to  be  made  by  the  New  England  people  on  their  frontiers  towards  this  Province 

for  if  they  go  on  to  settle  it  will  be  more  difficult  on  a  treaty  to  throw  them  back  to  their  proper 

bounds,  and  the  more  they  encroach  the  more  quite  rents  will  the  King  lose  in  this  Province 

and  in  truth  my  Lords  I  doubt  whether  the  New  England  people  really  desire  to  have  their 

limitts  ascertained  since  they  serve  themselves  in  this  manner  without  it,  for  this  is  not  the 

first  time  they  have  made  the  same  request  as  the  Gov"  of  this  Province  and  then  without 

waiting  have  made  out  lands  and  settled  them  I  mean  some  lands  which  had  many  years 

before  been  granted   here,  besides  they  well  know  too  that  the  Assemblys  of  this  Province 

are  averse  to  the  giving  of  money  for  such  purposes  as  the  lands  are  the  Kings  and  not 

theirs,  and  therefore  think  they  may  safely  go  on  without  fearing  to  be  disturbed   by  our 

and  their  fixing  the  boundaries  however  they  ought  to  beware  of  provoking  the  Indians  by 

taking  their  lands  either  by  fraud  or  force  lest  they  begett  a  new  warr  with  them  which  in  its 

consequences  may  effect  us. 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  send  your  Lordships  the  Minutes  of  Council  with  the  only  Acts  of 
Assembly  past  in  April  last 

One  to  prevent  swine  running  at  large  an  usefull  Act  for  the  coun'ies  to  which  it  is  confined 
The  other  for  laying  some  small  duties  on  wine  &'  which  will  put  some  money  into  the 
Treasury  ag«  the  Assembly  think  fitt  to  pay  our  long  arrears     1  humbly  recommend  myself  to 
your  Lordships  protection  and  am  with  highest  respect  and  honor 
My  Lords 

Your  Lordships 

most  humble  and 

most  obedient  Servant 

Geo:  Clark 

P.  S.     The  Naval  officer  has  just  brought  us  his  accounts  which  I  do  myself  the  honor  to 
send  to  your  Lordships 

The  R'  Hon""  the  Lords  of  Trade 


Lieutenant-Governor  Clarice  to  the  Dulce  of  NetvcaMle. 

( New.Tofk  Pcpen.  (B,  P.  O. )  Na  9,  p.  41  ] 

j^    .      ,  New  York  June  IS""  1739. 

A  few  days  ago  I  received  a  letter  from  the  Commissioners  for  Indian  affairs  at  Albany,  a 
copy  whereof  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  send  to  Your  Grace;  wherein  you  may  be  pleased  to 
observe,  if  the  intelligence  be  true,  that  the  French  are  going  to  settle  on  the  wood  creek,  which 
lyes  between  a  Fort  they  lately  built  at  the  Crown  point,  and  Albany;  whereupon  I  wrote  to 
the  Commissioners  (a  copy  of  which  letter  1  likewise  do  myself  the  honor  to  send  to  Your 
Grace)  but  as  I  do  not  conceive  that  any  thing  I  con  represent  to  the  French  will  divert  them 
from  makmg  those  settlements,  if  they  really  intend  to  make  them  I  thought  it  my  duty  to 
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the  Crown  of  England)  by  one  GodfrL  n  1  °  !,  '  '•^'''  '"^  '"'^  •^"'^«'-  "'«  P^o'^'^tio"  of 
of  tl.is  province  in  tZ  ye' r  1090  w  fch  j  "V'"^  '7'^'  '".  '""  ''  '''''''  ""'^^  ^"«  «-l 
wlweby  tlK^y  became  veat   1   n  the  Crol^  f™""''  '"'^^'""^'^  by  act  of  Assembly 

Scotch  HighLdfamilyswo^aneh^ZH^^^^^^^  lands  I  proposed  to  settle  some 

settled  there,  if  the  Assen.bVrouId  hav'  ^ Z'  7^  "''^  """'^  ^^''  ^-'«  ""^  actually 

however  as  I  have  prom     d  to  dvlthenri     7  ""' "'  ''"^  "^  ^''^  «"^  ^^^  ''^^'P^ 

went  to  view  that  partT  the  Countr '  !    .  YH     'T'  ""'  °'  "^'^'"  ^^°"'  ^'^^  --^s  ago 
offer  (if  the  report    f.'F^r.r^;,":'     ^^  ';^!/^«  '-"»«  '  '-pe  they  will  accept  of  m'y 

voluntary  assi8ta,K-e  of  the  peoTe  of  AlZvlf  '°""^'   ''""=>    '^''P'^"^'"^  "P°"   ''•« 

their  settlement  in  .hat  part':?l  i.fl:;^^'""  """  """"'^'^'^  ^'"^^^^'  ''  '«  ^«  — ^g^ 

About  three  weeks  ago  I  sent  to  the  I  ni-Ha  «f  t.    i 
Crown  point  was  laid  down.  It  v^^s  ^     o  ,1  o„e    tf  ""'  "  r""  ""  ^""^•"  ^°^'  '^^  ^l^ 
«afe  as  1  hope  it  will  and  Your  Gr!ce  willbe  nl         ,  ?     "7  '•'"  '  ^''  '"°^'"'"'  '^  '^'''  ^'^'^'^^ 
have  a  clearer  view  of  its  s   ua   on  tire   V"  .     i?  "    "  "'  ''  '"  '"'  '^^^^^  y""' >'«"  -'" 

to  Vour  Craces  protecti^  andr::;:;!:;'-:- J  Jl^^^-^  -^^ 

ftiy  Lord 

Your  Graces. 

most  humble,  most  obedient  and 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  ,    "'ost  dutiful  servant 

(signed).        G  Clarke  — 


Limtemnt-Governor  Clarle  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[Hew  York  P«p«r»,  Og.,  No.  IB.] 

My  Lords  New  York  June  16.  1739 

I  do  myself  the  honor  herewith  to  s.'rul  tn  im.,..  t  „-j  i,- 

you,  lye  between  the  French  Fort  at  the  Crown  noint  K-  All,...  .7  ^  ^'"P  '  '''"' 
Scotch  Highland  ..milys  who  can.e  hi.herZ:  1^.^' pZ^  li:' r^^'  '7^?  «""^« 
some  of  the..i  went  about  3  weeks  aao  to  view     .«  I..  V  .      '"""'^'*  "*  '^'^'^  l'""">  '"'"Is  gratis 
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disposition  in  the  Assembly  to  do  it,  what  the  people  of  Albany  will  do  by  a  voluntary 
contribution  is  yet  uncertain 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  write  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  mentioning  to  him  the 
Map  I  sent  your  Lordships  whereby  he  will  see  the  situation  of  the  wood  Creek ;  I  humbly 
hope  your  Lordships  will  be  pleased  to  lake  the  matter  into  your  consideration  and  to  give  me 
directions  how  to  act  herein  the  only  information  the  Commissioners  for  Indian  affairs  have 
at  present  is  from  an  Indian  and  such  intelligence  is  not  always  to  be  depended  on,  however 
as  their  is  some  probability  that  the  French  will  now  or  soon  make  such  an  attempt,  I  thought 
it  my  duty  to  lay  this  before  your  Lordships 

I  recommend  myself  to  your  Lordships  protection  and  am  with  the  highest  honor  and  regard 
My  Lords 

Your  Lordships 

most  humble  and 

most  obedient  Servant 

The  II'  Hon""  the  Lords  Com"  for  Trade  and  Plantations.  ^^° ''  ^"""""'^ 


<    H    ♦    11    » 


Copy 


Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs  to  Lieutenant-Governor  Clarice. 


May  it  please  your  Honor  ^'^'"^  ^  *^""«  ^'"^^ 

We  cant  omitt  acquainting  your  honor  that  we  are  informed  by  an  Indian  who  came  hither 
irom  Canada  that  the  intend'  accompanied  with  30  batoes  with  four  Frenchmen  in  each  were 
gomg  to  Crown  pomt  and  from  thence  designed  to  go  to  setle  sundry  familys  french  on  land 
along  the  Wood  Creek  being  the  same  where  your  honor  intended  to  place  the  Scotch 
Highlanders,  we  thought  :t  our  duty  to  send  an  express  to  go  up  as  far  as  the  fork  were  Fort 
Anne  was  where  we  are  told  that  Leber  and  some  other  French  are  now.  if  this  report  be 
true  which  we  are  of  opinion  will  prove  so,  we  should  be  glad  to  know  your  honors  pleasure 
what  must  be  done,  in  case  the  french  attempt  to  settle  those  lands  and  incroach  so  far  on  his 
Majesties  Empire  in  taking  possession  of  his  frontiers  in  those  parts.  As  soon  as  our  Messenger 
return's  shall  acquaint  your  Honor  with  his  report,  mean  while  we  are  with  esteem 

Your  Honors  most  humble  Servants 

Ph:  Livingston 
Edw*  Claiikk 
^  ,     ^  Edw"  Holland 

From  the  Com"  of  Indian  affairs  at  Albany.  Diuck  Ten  Buoeck 
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Lieutmant-Gavernor  Clarhe  to  tie  DuTce  of  NmcmOe. 

[  Ntw-Tort  Papen.  (  8.  P.  0. )  No.  9,  p.  60.  ] 

My  Lord.  New  York  Aug:  ao""  1739. 

the  publication  ^heTeoTt      X  ^0!  Xh^  r"^'fr:  '''''''''  °"  '''  ^P^^^^^ 
news-papers  of  the  month  of  June  wJicr..^     .    t  '^'  "''''  ^"^  """^  '^^  '^""^oa 

of  this  P-ace,withapprehenlso;;:     en     pTurrJtrs:^^^^^^^^^^  ''""  ^'^'7'  '''  '"'^'^ 
seeing  the  French  take  part  with  them  LinTrh  '^    ?'  '  ^specal-y  with  fears  of 

lay  before  Your  Grace  our  pre  ewaX  which    TT    "'  T  '''  '  ^''""^  **  ""^  ^^^'^  ^« 
copy  of  my  letter  to  the  LordTof  Trade  anSoP   1     '  V"  '^  ""''"^  ^°"^  ^^^'^^  ^ 

LordP.  will  make  such  a  representaTi  n  to  V  ■'^-^^""t  of  our  stores,  presuming  their 

supply  the  Garrisons  and    o  reep  the  si     I V"      "'''  "  '''^  """'^  "''-^^  ''^  necessary  to 
trespass  further  on  Your  Gr-xceTti'  r"?  ""'""'  '^'^"''^ '"  °"^  "''^^««'-     ^  «'"!  not 

than'  what  I  have  si  d  in    "   L  t      t:';!','"?  7'^^--  to  h.y  before  Your  Grace. 

province,  and  myself  to  You7g  aces  p  ot^l^"^"';  °'   '"'^"^  "'""'^'^  ^— "^  the 
and  honor  protect.on-I  am  with  the  most  profound  submission 

My  Lord 

Your  Graces 

most  humble,  most  dutiful  and    ' 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  ,"'''"  obedient  servant 

(s'gned).        G  Clarke. 


Lieuknant-Governor  Clarke  to  the  Lord.,  of  Trade. 

[  New-York  P»p«n,  Qg.,  No.  88,  ] 

My  Lords  New  York  Aug:  30.  1739 

th 'k:;;;:;::^::;^:^^!.::;::;?"  r  "^^^^^  --^  '-''-^  -^-^^  ^^«  '^-^-'-  -^ 

apprehensions  of  a  sud  h"   w.r  wit    Sn        "•,"".  ^°"?"'  ''"'  P^"'''*^  •'''  ^^*«  '''•-"-''  "''h 
us  in  which  event       w  "  r"  ,  llTv'  T  ""'  ""^  '''''  '^''"''  "'"  ^""^^  P^^  «g-"«t 

attack  will  be  ma.Ie  iron       a  d  a  '  """    ""'^  "  '"""  ''""""  ''^'^  '^'P"^  ^"^  '*^«* 

we  are  at   present      r  w"  ,       f  !"'  ""^ry;^'^-'"«  -  '-w  ill  a  posture  of  defence 
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and  Oswego  are  to  be  supplied  out  of  the  Stores  to  be  sent  hither  for  tho  they  have  small 
Artillery  yet  they  have  no  ammunition. 

Soon  after  my  Lord  Delaw^are  was  named  for  the  Government  to  this  Province  he  wrote  to 
me  for  an  account  of  our  stores  and  in  Feb :  1735  I  sent  him  a  Copy  of  that  signed  by  Capt" 
Bond  in  Nov  1737  the  carriage  wheels  which  in  that  account  are  called  good  are  only 
comparatively  so  as  they  are  better  than  the  rest,  but  in  truth  are  fit  for  little  service  the 
musquets  mentioned  to  be  good  are  in  the  store  and  over  and  above  what  are  actually  in  use. 
In  case  of  a  rupture  with  France,  it  will  very  highly  concern  us  to  make  sure  of  the  Six 
Nations,  which  can  be  best  and  only  done,  by  making  them  large  presents  as  has  been 
customary.  The  several  sorts  of  goods  necessary  for  that  purpose  are  contained  in  the  inclosed 
list,  and  if  your  Lordships  in  the  present  posture  of  aHiiirs  think  it  necessary  I  should  be 
supplyed  w  th  them.  I  beg  your  Lordships  will  be  pleased  to  direct  Mess"  Sam'  and  Will" 
Baker  Merchants  in  London  to  buy  them,  and  send  them  to  me,  they  being  perfectly  well 
acquainted  with  goods  of  that  kind,  as  they  ship  large  quantities  of  them  yearly  to  Albany. 
If  ^'500  wh;ch  1  am  informed  has  been  usually  given  to  a  Governor  for  Indian  presents, 
in  time  of  peace  was  no  more  than  sufficient  a  larger  sum  will  be  absolutely  necessary  in  case 
of  a  war  with  France.  Your  Lordships  well  know  how  useful!  the  Six  Nations  have  been  to 
us  It  was  by  their  influence  on  the  French  Indians  that  our  planters,  and  those  of  all  the 
other  Provinces  lived  in  Security  all  the  last  french  war,  untill  the  Canada  expedition  was  set 
on  foot ;  and  I  am  in  hopes  by  presents  if  I  am  full  handed  to  procure  by  their  means  the  like 
repose  for  the  future  for  if  they  are  neuter  the  French  will  not  venture  to  molest  us,  and 
certainly  it  be  of  great  advantage  to  all  the  Provinces  our  Settlement  being  abundantly  more 
numerous  than  those  of  the  french  and  altogether  unguarded. 

About  a  Month  ago,  I  reced  intelligence  that  a  party  french  and  Indians  were  marched 
from  Canada,  with  a  design  to  attack  the  Cherickees  and  other  Indians  lying  on  the  back  of 
Carolina  and  Geogia  under  his  Majesty's  protection  that  it  was  given  out,  that  they  were  to 
be  joined  by  other  french  and  Indians  from  Missasippi  of  which  I  sent  imediate  notice  to  the 
the  Governors  of  Virginia,  and  Carolina,  and  to  General  Oglethorpe,  hoping  they  may  as  I 
beleive  they  will,  have  time  enough  to  give  those  Indians  intelligence  that  they  may  either  be 
prepared  for  their  enemies  or  retreat,  as  they  find  it  necessary;  some  of  our  young  Mohawks, 
joined  the  party  from  Canada,  contrary  to  their  promises  not  being  to  be  retained  by  the 
advice  or  oerswasion  of  their  Sachaims  As  there  is  no  peace  yet  concluded  between  the  six 
Nations  and  the  Southern  Indians,  but  if  M'  Gooch,  to  vrhom  I  have  wrote  on  that  subject, 
disposes  the  Southern  Indiana  to  terms  of  amity,  I  hope,  and  doubt  not  of  bringing  the  six 
Nations  to  it,  and  I  have  proposed  to  M'  Gooch,  that  the  Deputies  from  the  Southern  Indians 
meet  the  Six  Nations  at  Albany  next  summer,  which  is  as  soon  as  those  Deputie  ^an  well  be 
there     I  am  with  the  highest  respect  and  honor 

My  Lords  &« 

George.  Clarke 
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Lords  of  Trade  to  Zieutenani-Gavernor  Clarice. 

[N«w-Tork  Enlriea,  M.,  p.  88.  ] 

To  Geo.  Clarke  Esq' 

Sir, 

Since  our  letter  to  you  of  Feb'"  6">  173g  we  have  Received  yours  of  the  lS-»  and  24«>.  of 

April,  the  24""  May  and  IS'"  of  June  1739.  ^^ 

We  doubt  not  but  you  will  by  Your  prudent  cohduct  preserve  the  Peace  and  Tranquility  of 

li  d  T"h'!h"T'""''""""^  ''''  ''''''''  ^''^'  "•"'^•^  y-  -"'  -  -  -y  other  wrirg  o   that 
k  nd  wh.ch    he  duscontented  may  publish  in  order  to  inflame  the  people.'and  we  ho  e  you  wi 
at  yo  r  next  meet.ng  with  the  Assen.bly  find  them  in  such  a  temper  as  to  be  abfe  to  obra  „ 
from  them  a  settled  Revenue,  so  absolutely  necessary  for  the  support  of  W  C  v  rnm  nt 
tak.ng  particular  care  to  get  it  done  in  such  a  manner  as  not    o  admit  o    any  the  Zt' 
encroachment  upon  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown.  ^ 

We  hope  you  have  writ  to  the  Commiss"  for  Indian  Aff^airs  about  the  Murders  committed  in 
V,rg,ma  and  that  you  will  bring  the  six  Indian  Nations  to  settle  a  lasting  peace  wit,;," 

hi:  ZpTe  '"  '''  '"''""^  ""'"  '''  ''^''-'^^  °^  «*«  ^'^'j-^y  -d  '«   '>'— ip  with 

We  have  under  our  consideration  what  you  mention  in  Your  last  of  May  24'-  173Q 
concerning  the  Bounc!aries  of  Your  province,  and  as  it  is  our  Opinion  that  the  people  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  have  been  loo  hasty  in  this  aflair,  We  have  wrote  to  the  Governor  to  haVe 
n  adjusted  ,n  an  amicable  way  by  Commiss"  agreable  to   his  own  proposals  and  in  the 

V  :;d- Xz: :: ''''''' '"'  '"^^-^^-'^'"^^ ''-'  -'^'''  --  ^^^^^  «^  ^"«  ^^^^^ 

We  have  laid  Your  letter  of  June  15-  before  His  Grace  The  Duke  of  Newcastle  with  the 
papers  transmuted  wit  it  and  hope  you  will  soon  have  directions  from  him  how  to  ac  tupl 
that  occasion.     So  we  bid  you  heartily  farewell  and  are,  ^ 

Your  very  loving  friends 

and  humble  Serv" 
Whitehall  ^^-  Bi-Ai>E>f 

Sep"' y  7"-  1739.  '^'''  Bkudenell 

R.  Plumer. 


Lkutenant -Governor  Clarice  to  the  DuJce  of  Newcastle. 

[  N.w.Tork  PapMi.  (  8.  P.  0. )  No.  9,  p.  M.  ] 

My  Lord.  ^^w  York  Nov'  30'"  1739. 

1  do  myself  the  honor  to  send  to  Your  Grace  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Lords  of  Trade, 
and  of  the  papers  therein  referred  to:  I  beg  leave  to  assure  Your  Grace  I  did  all  that  wis 
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pjssible  to  bring  the  Assembly  to  give  a  revenue  upon  a  general  appropriation,  but  the 
precedent  that  Gov'  Morris  gave  in  Jersey  was  too  strong  for  me,  and  I  was  obliged  to  give 
way  to  necessity,  for  the  people  were  upon  the  point  of  growing  clamorous  both  for  that 
and  for  the  continuance  of  the  paper  money;  however  I  have  got  the  Assembly  to  put  the 
province  into  a  posture  of  defence,  and  have  laid  I  think  i  Hiiro  /ouudntion  for  a  general 
harmony,  which  in  case  of  a  rupture  with  France  is  absolutfly  mhc  -ay  as  this  is  a  frontier 
province  that  covers  from  Canada  the  Western  Colonie-s  I'humbly  hope  for  Your  Graces 
approbation  of  my  conduct,  and  having  in  my  letter  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  laid  all  things 
more  fully  before  tiiein,  I  will  trespass  no  further  orv your  Graces  time,  than  to  beg  you  will  do 
me  the  honor  to  permit  me  to  subscribe  myself  with  the  most  profound  submission 

My  Lord. 

Your  Graces. 

most  humble  most  obedient  and 
most  dutiful  servant 
His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle.  (signed)         G  Clarke 


Lieutenant-Governor  Clarhe  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[New-York  Papcra,  Og.,  No.  40.] 

My  Lords  New  York  Nov:  30.  1739 

A.  On  the  17  of  this  month  I  adjourned  the  Assembly  to  the  second  Tuesday  in  April  next 

I  flatter  myself  that  upon  the  strength  of  your  Lordships  letter  of  the  G  of  February  last  I  should 

be  able  to  bring  them  to  give  a  revenue  for  a  Competent  number  of  years  upon  a  general 

approbation,  and  without  a  particular  application  of  it.  to  that  end  1  bent  all  my  endeavours 

and  used  all  my  possible  means  to  bring  them  to  it,  but  all  in  vain  they  remained  inflexible  and 

seemed  resolved  to  run  all  risques  rather  than  give  into  it  they  knew  the  Country  were 

unanimous  in  the  same  sentiments  and  from  thence  they  were  assured  of  their  elections  on  a 

new  choice  in  this  confidence  they  went  on,  and  I  prorogued  them  for  a  few  days  hoping  they 

might  some  how  or  other  change  their  minds,  but  this  had  no  effect,  they  perswaded  themselves 

from  the  strong  appearances  of  an  open  rupture  with  Spain  and  France,  that  in.stead  of  disolving 

them  I  would  lay  hold  of  their  present  silting  to  put  the  province  in  a  posture  of  Defence  this 

consideration  wrought  upon  me,  and  made  me  cast  off  all  thoughts  of  a  dissolution  fearing 

likewise  that  new  elections  might  revive  old  animosities,  and  beget  new  ones  at  a  time  when 

the  greatest  unanimity  would  be  absolutely  necessary;   besides  they  were  fbrtifieci  in  their 

resolutions  of  applying   the    Revenue   from    a    recent   example    in    the   adjoining  Province, 

M'  Morris  the  (iovernor  of  New  Jersey  having  Inst  winter  (after  I  had  dissolved  the  Assembly 

of  this  Province  for  attempting  it)  given  his  assent  to  the  Revenue  Bill  whereby  the  money 

was  particularly  applyed,  however  I  would  do  nothing  rashly  and  therefore  advised  with  the 

Council  upon  it  who  were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  considering  the  present  circumstances 

of  affairs  it  was  by  no  means  proper  fbr  me  at  this  time  to  dissolve  the  Assembly,  but  rather 
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inclosed  copy  of  tLLprnwicPv  '""''"""^^'^  "«  y"'-  ^-'"'^^''iP^  "^^y  perceive  by  the 
of  giving  ^y  to  t  e  aT  Z  ;  uirr'  'u  "''"''•  '"■"■^'  ^""^  ^'^^'"^"^^  ^°  ^'^  —'^y 
wit.  to  finis,;  ti.e  I,attery  n  fhi  fol  ,o  bui  d  a'  ""r""  '""  '""'^'"^  '''^  ^^«-"-'  '° 
another  at  Saraclnoga.  our  mo  ad  ^ed  '^^^^  " /""  '°'"!  '"  ^'''^  ^^^"'^'^-'^^  <=«""try,  and 
built  at  Crown  point'and  anTu  dre  po  d  be  !"  •  T  '.''"  '"'  "'""  ^'^'^  ^''^"^''  ^'••- 
at  Tierondequat  in  the  Senekas  Counfrv   .L.  '^'^  ^l   'V^'  P-rchasoof  a  piece  of  Ground 

French  from^ssessing  the:tll°:  •  ;  ^  nT^JS^^::  ^««'  ^°-'"^;'--  -'^  ^^ep  the 
til  now  get  the  Assembly  to  give  any  money  for  it  A  ,,h  h  ^^  """  "''  "'  '""''^  '"^''^'' 
times,  as  this  is  a  frontier  Lvinc;  u  L"  e'pti.  J't  ^i'n-'"  'T'  '"^""^^  ''  ''^" 
France  is  mentioned  in  the  New  Papers  as  .  thinl  l?  ^  .  "  '^^"'  ^  '"P''''^  ^'^^ 

Lordships  favourable  constructio    i:)::  /     vrdtre  if  I  T'"';  ' '""^^^  ''''  ^''"^ 

resolutions  I  beg  your  Lonlships  to  consider  thTth  r    "^""'''^  '^""^  "^^  ''°™'^^ 

com^iuon^f  the  Proving  and  L  Jz::.:'z:::iz::z:^:^f:7 '''  '''"'''-'' 

4r  i:^:^';t::^:^-;r::-'--'7^  -rL,i;a:r:of  the  storesas 

every  thing,  but  great  Guns  ardffjtL        T'T  1  ''*'  ""  ""*'  ''""  ^^-^''^te  of  almost 
being  very'old  an'd  much  .reyco  I         ^^^^^^^ 

that  can  be  called  good,  nor  has  there     elT.  7  "  "°*  °"''  '^""'^^^  °'-  '''  "^  ^^eels 

the  Gov  but  what  I  have  bo    'ht  ^th  -  "'  °'  ^7^^''  *"  ^^^  ^''^''  «'"^«  ^  '^'-^ve  had 

has  never  bought  ^^y  ,o::::t::^  2:;:irzi^:i  ^^^7'  r''-  'r- 

great  many  Muskets,  but  aln.ost  all  unserviceable  which  Jl  1  I  ''°'"''  '''  ''"^^  « 
first  order  hoping  they  may  be  exchanged  fw  ones  bu^\^'^^^  "  '  "'"'  '""^  ""<'"  ^^« 
further  trouble  about  particulars  since'our  wZ  w  1  fulv  no  M  T  T  ''"'^'"P^  '"""^ 
I  humbly  hope  your  LordsP-  will  be  pleased  to  nvkl.  ^^  ^  ^''  mentioned  and 
thence  we  may  be  fully  supplyed  C.n    T1,  ,      "    •  '  ''^'''''^'^^'''^'^  thereof,  as  from 

soon  to  follaw  him.  have  reTe  vl  our  1  'arr  aJ  T^'  '""  '"'  "^''P^^  ^^>'"''"'  ^^'^  '« 
an  ace.  of  the  wretched  condi.i       ,  e;  „       ,  Z   wh"!  7  "m""  ^"^  >'""^  '^"^'^^'"''« 

likewise  the  necessity  of  our  being  slp^ld  ':;    rpeX''^"  '^"''"^^  "'"  ^  '^""'^  ^^^P-^"^ 
C.  When  I  sent  Your  Lordships  an  ;'-c'  of  the  stnrp/r  lit      • 

of  presents  for  the  six  Nations  of^ndia...  to  w  h  ^  117^7 Tr^^^'f  '"  """"^ 
to  receive  them.  ^  ^'^'^^  ^°  '^*''^'''  ''^P'ng  by  the  first  ship 

duly  cx.,ci,,.,l  ,l,a„  ,|„y  |,„e  l.e,.„  °"'"'"""'°"  "'"'  '  "'"  S"-e<l.recli>,„,  l„  hav„  ih„„  ,„„„ 

the  Frenel,  King,  el„i,„  l,e  allowed,  I,,  will  take  in  ,  e  „  „ '  ,  „r    ,    i     Z'"       1"'^"  ^°  '•  "' 
Nations  of  Indians,  dependini  „„   ,l,e  r,„„        r  ,?         '?  '"  ^'^  '^""'""  >""'  "f  "'I'" 

Colon,,.,,  f„,  Lis  elaln/i.  t't'eln     J  *;:."     ^  ;t'  ."oT'tl,'!';^'  "'I  '''  I'f  "^  ""  »"' 

itself  to  the  Spring  heads  of  -ill  the  rf!v«r«  .^  ^f  7.'"^'''*  "'  ''"-'  ^^ood  Creek,  but  extends 
themselves  into  the  Rh'r  S'Lawrenee  '"''  ""^  °'  '"^  ^'^'^^^  "^•'''  ^^'--^ue 


^  V  ■  t'     .■ 
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I  humbly  recommend  myself  to  Your  Lordships  protection  and  am  with  the  greatest  respect 
and  honor 

My  Lords 

Your  Lordships  most  obedient  Serv* 

Geo:  Clarke. 


Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs  to  Lieutenant-Governor  Clarice. 

[  New- York  Papen,  Og.,  No.  *).  ] 


May  it  please  Your  Honor 


3  Nov:  1739. 


Sir 

We  have  at  last  received  an  answer  to  the  message  we  sent  by  four  Mohawks  Indians 
to  the  command^  Office  at  the  Crown  Toint  the  ll"-  July  last  about  the  French  settling 
on  the  South  side  of  the  Lake  between  the  Crown  Point  and  the  carrying  Place,  which  is  as 
follows  and  was  given  them  by  the  Governor  of  Canada 

That  the  King  of  France  claims  all  the  land  South,  North  and  East  lying  on  all  the  Rivers 
&  Creeks  that  empt)^  themselves  towards  Canada  even  to  the  carrying  place,  and  the  Lake 
of  S*  Sacrament  and  that  he  will  not  suffer  the  English  to  make  any  settlements  upon  any  of 
those  lands  but  that  if  they  should  attempt  to  do  it  He  (the  Governor  of  Canada)  would 
hinder  it,  upon  whicii  he  gave  a  belt  of  Wampum  as  a  token  in  presence  of  his  Indians  and 
ours,  but  notwithstanding  he  would  give  all  his  Right  to  the  forementioned  land  from  the 
Crown  Point  to  the  carrying  Place,  to  our  Mohawks  and  his  own  Indians  as  a  deed  of  Gift  to 
make  use  of  it  for  a  hunting  place  for  them  and  their  Posterity  and  at  the  same  time  assured 
them  that  no  French  should  settle  there. 


Lieutenant-Goveriior  Clarice  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[New-York  Papers,  Gg.  No.  44.] 

New  York  7  Dec :  1739 
My  Lords 

I  now  do  myself  the  honor  to  answer  that  paragraph  of  your  Lordships  letter  of  the  9 

of  August  173S  which  commands  me  to  send  you  a  list  of  the  members  of  the  Council  and  of 

those  that  are  dead  or  absent,  and  in  regard  to  the  last,  my  remarks  from  whom  and  for  how 

long  time  they  have  obtained  a  licence  of  leave      The  Councellors  are  these,   M'  Colden 

M'  Van  Home,  M'  Kennedy,  M'  Livingston,   M'  De  Lancey,   M'  Cortlandt,  M'  Lane,   M' 
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your  Lordships  haveing  abo.u  ,;:.  ago tprln' H  "  ''  '^•'".^'"' '  ""''  '''  ^'--"- 

that  reason  do  I  su.un.o..  the.n  to  Co     .  T       r  C  .  "  ?  ""''  '"  '"^  •=°"^'""'''''  -•  ''"'• 

and  ftp  Livingston  at  Albany  1.0  n.l  r  ..  ince  TL  T  "'""'  '"  '"'"^  ^'•°"'  ^'^  ^°-"' 
"t  the  sitting  of  the  Assembly  and   then   ,  leTat  1  ^^ '"""°' ''^"'"'''^  "'^ 

DeLancey  ftl' Cortlandt  Ar  LaL^ld  J,   tj  1.  T"^  ''"'"'"""^     '^''  ^«""-»y  M' 

Ciarke  is  in  England,  an.l  altho  '  V  u  Ho  n  ^  '"L  T  '"  'f""'  ""'  ""^"^  ""'/  ^'' 
either  when  the  Assembly  sitts  or  at  other  timel  o  th  \  r  -T''  ^  """"'  ^''  '"'"  ^°  ""^-'''^ 
1  Lave  mentioned  to  attend  duly  shoul  'r'Z  f '""  °^  ''"^  ^'"'  '"•^'"''''^^  -'^«-n 

«u.ncient  number  to   make  a  L  Z    t         \l  e       I  ,    '"""  ""  '"^'"^^^  there  is  not  . 

occasions  (may  act  with  three.  m"v  n  Ho  r  T  "7  '"'**'""^^'  ^''''  "P""  extraordinary 
(which  is  constantly  done)  i     tba  si        .1  i'^r  ^  ""'  "'tending  when  he  is  sun.moned 

upon  other  occasion's,  and  ive  .  L     1  ':i  ^T     "  '  ''''\  '"  '''''  '^^'^'"^"">'  "^'^''^ 

i"  tenderness  to  him  forbore  to  nu-nt  n  i  to  "  7  '« -;'""7"-'  '»  Council  .  have  hitherto 
to  obey  your  Lordships  con.n.ands  iy  o  ^     i  ;7h   '\  "'  '  '""  "*"  ""^  '""^^  ''"'■''y 

removed  I    beg    leave  ,o  recomn.end     o  1  T  ^i?     ■  "''''''"'y  """  '"^  ^'"'"l.i  be 

General  to  be  appointed  in  bis  J  :::    h^li  r^^: '  ":^  f  T'''  ^^^""^^  ""^  ^^'--3^ 
.„     ,,  '  '"  ^"""'  •""'  "■'"  g'^'e  «  punctual  attendance. 


..   .6»3  he  w„,  el..ou.,l  „„o  of  the  A.i.Uut  A.der.ne        ',  j  "'  '.  ;,  '''■'''""7  "^  -^•--^•"■"-  ^'"^  ^■""*.  VUI..  250. 

two  .„e.e«.ve  , cars,    ,V.w,W»   .,/„„„„,     „;,   .uly   elca  i  -      mntl,  *"  "^        f"'    '"    ""    *"""'    '■'«''-'    <^"""S  "- 
J^rmeJ»,,„n„er,hi,withJa.ne,inil.o,sUhli.hed.  ,.',:;  1  '"'"    '»  »'''!'  ''"i'->i"..    n-d   hfvin, 

S«.no  of  th.  ve,«.l,  i„  which  he  w..,  Un.r.sU.i  havin.  ^^^^^^^^^  „"    ''"     ,"        T!  '"  ""  ""'•  "'  ''"""y  >=''"-"  ^--J 

.du...M.tnU,o,,  o„  „  charge  of  vi„l„,in«  th,  Tn.do  and  "n   v  IZn'e       M^'v '"''r'  "'"'''"*''  l^'-"-'-"  ^-o.nor  Nanfau'. 
An  .-I.o,»K.na„  ,,„,,,;    heean.e  a  hot  opponent  of  Nanfa,.  2d     le.     ',        '  ,v"       ""  """"  '"'"''''  """  "'«  •'™^  "^  "- 

Colleotor  Weaver  who  seized,  «,u!  Chief  ,lu,tice  Attwo.    ;  o      '  1      ''Y:'"""^  '»  "'«  «-«  "B st  hi..,,  a..d   again.t 

«rr,val  of  Lord  Cor..!.,..,.,  of  .ho.e  l-<...„ei,  M,-.  Va  .  u'j^l    "w'       "r;''  "^  ''"'''• .  ''■'-  »"'-'  wa,  termi,.„ted  ify  .he 

t...n.,  .nd,  ou  the  death  of  Gov.  Mo„t,o,.,e..ie  i..    7   ,  t .  '"  "  "'  ""  ''""''  '"""^  '>"'-l-»t  «d..,i„ietr. 

a«  .Ve.ide,.t  of  .he  Co..„ei,.     Me  wa.;..,  c.ed.Vas    u       i.  A, ir' r:!'?''  T'  '""'."■•^''  '""  ^'"-—  "^  ^"«   ITovi-.o  . 
M'Hh  .hat  «e,.,le,.,„„  .,,  f„„    .,„,,,^.,,  iJ  vol,.,,,",    t  il  n  '     ^'         "'"■""'  "^  '""•  *""^''-V-     As  his  diftieulties 

b.v  (.overnor  Coshy  on  O.e  .>„h  Novc.her  folh.wi,.,,  (A-.^OW-  C«,      7    /       '"  'l!:  '^''-^'-^  "*«  ^•""-".-  '•«  was  ...spend.d 
-co,..,.,e„dati„„  of  the  Lords  of  T o  had  e.vr  bte  .  all      .  '     f ""  "'  '>.'  "'•  "'»"«''  ''  ''-»  ""'  "PP-ar  ,i,„t  .he 


r.<^n.n.e„datio„  of  the  Lords  of  T e  hd,;     :'::::,„:'"'  T'T  m'"'"  "'°"«"  ''  '"^  """  "•'' ''• 

.n»t,u,„e„t  in  hrin,M„,,  „,..„a  m,,  y,.,.  „„„,^  „„„'  ^  '  r'  "'  "•;*"-'"!^f  *'-  Co^Ly  is  accns.d  of  having  h.-.n  „„ 
«  w.n  as  Van  Pan.,  i„  order  to  prepare  .he  ^^rMr^":;;^::^  "T  'Vr"^'"'  '""•  *^'"^^'  "'"'  ^"-  "'!-" 
died  befor,  .t  eonld  he  aeeoM.plished.      Many  othm  b  -li  .v  ^  ,.       !m     u  '    '"■""'  "'  "'«  K"^-->' "'"ent;   hut   Mr.   CoshJ 

J'^-P^r..  «V.  I-or  uentv  year'.  ,„„eh  of  M  '  ^  Da  .•  .  J,^'  '".t  ""!""  '"^"-  "•"•"  "'  "'^'  ''°"-"  "^  it-  ^'WV 
|.-v,„oo.     „e  was  ...tc-ested  in  ,he  Nine  ."ar.ne^;    •  ..^       D .:!!""  'T-'  '■"  ""  '''''""  "'  ""'  ^'^  >-l'  "^^^^ 

wasp™p..,e,or„f  diverMrac,,  in  Ulster  a..dMont,o,nery  lie     ':::^  ",'  ""  "'""  '^"•>-'~-  "'"ten,   and 

lorA-  I/,.iancul  ColU.tio,„,  I    syM   l,v  who,,,  1,    .     , .  """"■'«■'•     '"  •^"Hy  life   he  .nanie.l  Sara  Van  dor  Si.ie  -l«  ^.   V 

Kie..ed ;  Mary,  .he  wife .  s^^i:^^::  ::::i:;:;:::-^  ^^  ^^n...^:^:^i:^z 

;"""'-7'"''/^''    f-t-  -f   the    Manor   of  Livi„,.,  .        ',  J   ;     "       "  "'"'^^'""'^'•  «'"-  ''»%''"-  A'-T  "-arried  Robert 

themselves  .„An,eri, -lo,y  «f,erwar,ls.  are  eon.^eLh  .P        .""'"'''''''''   """'''  '"'   "'""   "'^"   «'"'  <'i"i"«nished 

aK-   Mr.  Van  tM.n  died  in  ,h,.  ei.y  of  New-V.:.  e^.^o^l'  :'';':;;: "■^.^-.V''''-     ^''"  "^'"«  •"  «  ^ery  a,K..nc  d 

life  tnne,   leav...^  a  large  fan.ily.     L.aac   who  was  ,.l, .  .  "  ''''"''  "'"•   "'l''  '^'•"'  <^>"-inR  "Le  fa.her'a 

tl.o  IO,h  of  Deee,nl„,   IT ,....     Hip  Van  dI..    Z        Vi;""";'"'"';^'^-'  '''^   ^■'"'-  "■■'v  «  f«w  ,„on,hs.  having  d     .  „, 
Councils  durin,  the  Kn„i,.  rule.'  It  w..s  .      .^  I  : '1     '  J^'  "^ j'^-'-V-^..  of  Du.eh  ext..ac,ion.   that  presided        .^^ 
V  OL.  VL  ^       ""  """"'"  '"'«>'l'ie'>  tl»e  chair  of  .tote.  -  Ea 
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which  will  be  some  ease  and  satisfaction  to  the  other  Gentlemen,  who  live  likewise  in  Town, 
I  humbly  recommend  myself  to  your  Lordships  protection  and  am  with  the  highest  respect 
and  honor 

My  Lords 

Your  Lordships 

most  humble  and 

most  obedient  Servant 

Geo:  Clakke 

P.  S.     The  Acts  of  Assembly  are  ingrossing,  and  I  wiU  do  myself  the  Honor  to  send  them 
to  your  Lordships  as  soon  as  they  are  ready. 

The  R'  Hon"'-  the  Lords  of  Trade 


Lieutenant-Qovcrnor  Clarice  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[New. York  Papcr»,  Og.,  No.  «. ] 

„    ,      ,  New  York  Dec'  15.  1739 

My  Lords, 

The  Collector  of  his  Majestys  Customs  having  given  me  the  enclosed  paper,  and  hoving 
acquainted  me  that  he  apprehends  a  verdict  will  go  against  him  upon  the  tryal  of  the  cause 
by  a  Jury,  whereby  he  will  be  under  a  necessity  of  appealing  to  the  King  and  Council  tho 
the  evidence  he  tells  me  is  very  strong  in  his  favour,  I  do  upon  his  request  give  your 
Lordships  the  trouble  of  receiving  this  and  at  the  same  time  venture  to  say  that  if  some 
method  be  not  fallen  upon  whereby  illicit  Trade  may  be  better  prevented,  I  doubt  it  will  be 
to  little  purpose  to  bring  any  cause  of  that  kind  to  tryall  by  i  Jury  and  the  oft-cers  of  the 
Customs  will  from  thence  be  discourared  from  exerting  themselves  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duty;  however  the  event  of  this  suit  will  resolve  my  doubts. 

The  Collector  informs  me  that  he  has  sent  to  the  Coumiissioners  of  the  Customs  copies  of 

all  the  papers  referr'd  to  in  the  inclosed  from  whome  1  presume  your  Lordsliips  may  have  them 

if  you  think  it  necessary,     I  am  with  thtj  greatest  respect  and  honor 

Your  Lordsliips 

most  humble  and 

most  obedient  Servant 

Geo:  Clauke 
The  R'  Hon"*  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  &  Plantations 


Archibald  Kennedy  Esq  :  qui  tam  &' 

against  i  ,      ,     ^  ,      , 

The  Sloop  Mary  (c  Margaret  Thomas  f'  ^''^  ^°"''  ""^  Admiralty  New  York 
Fowles  Reclaiment  /  The  Case 

The  latter  end  of  August  n.'JO,  some  caskes  of  foreign  Gunpowder  find  Molasses  being 
found  on  board  a  Pilott  boat  tho  same  with  the  i'ilo»t  boat  were  seized  and  iuformatioa 
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being  given  timt  tlie  same  Gunpowder  and  Mnlno=n= 

Margaret  from  S'  Eustatia.  and   ZJlen  from       rh  T"  'TT' ''' ''''  ^'°°P  ^^"^^  ^^ 

and  put  on  board  the  said  Pilot  bit  the'     d  91        ^'''^''\^'''^'-^y  Hoo^  and  the  Narrows 

being  then  come  into  the  Harbour  N  w  'Lrk^d  TvU'  fil'^^'"-^^  T  "'°  ''''''  ^''^ 
Admiralty  for  importing  into  the  Colon^  I  nIw  vi/k'th  '  ^/g^^  her  in  the  Court  cf 
production  and  manufacture  of  Europe)  from  S'  plfn       .  Gunpowder  (being  of  the 

.....  c.  .  la.ien  in  Great  Britain'I^td  L  u    :  1?,^'"  T'  ''T"^  '^^"  '''"^  ''' 
Entry  &^  Aa  by  the  Libell  N-"  .     ;;    i  ^be  ';,"      'T  '''''''  '"''''''  "^ 
P'«  claimed  th.  ->loop  Marv  ind  M.r..:,  *'"' ^'''*'"   ^'^""^"s  Fowles  appeared  and 

iMHtruction  of  the  Cour.  of  L,  Zl  v  co  t  f  "  T"  '"""''  ''"''  P"'  *"  ^  P'^'  ^«  ^^e 
New  York  .s  divi.ied  into  tl^e  lun  L  nd  "^  h'  ""''""'^  ^'"^  *'"  ^^''"''^  ^«'""y  "^ 
contained  in  the   said    Co    ,  ies  o     o  e  If  H,  Tl  "  '"  ^'^  "'  ^''^  ^^''^  Colony  but  is 

Jurisdiction  of  any  matter  dir  wi  h  .a.  y  onh:  ^  d  'cl  T  "T'  "'  ^"^''^^'^  '^'  "« 
by  the  Common  Law  And  that  the  sal     S  i  «'  "\Count.es  but  ought  to  be  determined 

of  .NW  York.  As  by  th  i  p  ^^VtZu^  "T'  "'  ^'""  "'■"^'"  ^'"^  ^''^^  -^'  bounty 
averring  that  the  Gunpowder  i^w.s  nol  T  .  ow  'd  '  ,,""'  r'""'"'  ^  P'"-*  ''"  ^■''"  -■->«  «'«^d 
^.oop  at  any  place  wi^n  ^h:  Co^  ^^  nJy:  k':^;:  •  ^^^'^  "°V'"'r'^"  '^"'  ^"^  ^'^^ 
said  plea  N-  4.     To  this  plea  the  Advocate  G^ner  1  Jo  ned  .         '^"'"  ''"''  "^  '^^  "'^ 

:  ::;ed'o:^t:::;:;!brc:r'  ttrfir"  r^^ ''''-'  ^'-  ^«  «^^--- 

Fowles  (Hnding  the  facts  !hled  in  thiibdl  f.  11  '  J"'."'  '"'*""«  "'''  «"'^'  '^'''^-^^ 
a  prohibition  suggesting  the^I^^^tTs  o;^;  .'S';T:;?KSh:  ^I'V^-P^^'",^--  ^^ 
2"  of  Henry  the  4'-  the  aforesaid  ]  ibell  „nd  nl  .n  .    ^i.     t     •   ,     ^  ''  •''*'  '''^•'"•''  ""^  ^^-^ 

and  that  th^  said  Court  of  Z   I^  ^Id  ^adm.  ^S  "''  f^"  \'°"^'  "'  ^''""-''3^- 

contained  in  the  prohibition  N"  i;,  l.ea  upon  t lu  .  '''' ^''7  ."'  '''  ''*'  '"'^  suggestions 
upon  and  shown  Ly  the  Advocate  S  r  l' Zl  I  C  '"7;  "u  ""  '"""''^  ''  ""^  '"^'^'''^ 
Province  of  New  V'ork  was  not    ont  i  n'd  Li  ,"0  ""'  ^"''  '^'  ""''■■"'""'  ^''^^  ^''«  "hole 

iludsons  Uiver  and  part       ar  It  itr  'u.    r  ''  '"T'"'  '"^-^""^  ^""  ^'^^•^'-'  P^^  «'' 

Hnid  Sloop  is  not  wi'thin  eithe  t  Com  t  1.  w^M  '  "  ""'  ''  ''  '''''''''  ''^•"^  '"« 
of  Assembly  Cor  dividing  the  prov^l':  r  ^Ir^^-^vl  ;'^;':m  ""'  "^"■^'  1"^  "^^ 
two  next  adjoining  c-untics  to  the  nl-.,..  u-hJ-  k  -.V  ^^ ''ereby  u  appears  that  the 
bounded  by  {he  Water  A.ultht    loesahlS.  o  .^'''U--'^-  ^' ■  -as  unla.ien  are 

itwa,  fbr'matters  done  o;^:f  '  C  ^^  Z;:.::;^  "^  f ''^'r';'''- ^--y  yet 
notwithstanding  these  and  many  other   XrJuZL  '' "^  ;^^'"'"-aity  Jurisdiction.     But 

grante.1  the  prohibition  N    Ii"  ''^'•S"""""»«  "«-•  ""'»  Authorities  shewn  the  J,.dgeB 

ir  the  prohibition  in  this  (-.use  was  well  issue.l  no  breach  of  the  ir,'^  Car  •  o-  n..  7  u 

tryed  ,„  the  Adm.ralty  (but  must  be  tryed  at  Common    r.aw  hy  a     Z\:un7  ^  " 

.>.|..aily  concerned  in  carrying  on  an  illicit  trade,  and  its  h.rdk  .„  .  '  .  P       'P'  '"■" 

iind  each  other  guilty)  K.  if  the  in.portation  i  u.      1     .     "^  t^TT     t'V'r^  "'" 
and  no  part  of  the  province  but  is  within  one  of    1         ,.  d   v    T  f         ""'' 

.he   County  cannot  be  tryed   in  the   Ad.niralty.  but  m  t     d     ^  t"^  "  T" 

consequently  no  breach  of  that  Act  can  he  trye/nny  way  b  t    y    ' J  '  y  '   ''"  ^""""""  ''""' 


W.  '' 
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Lorch  of  T'ade  to  the  Lords  of  the  Privy  Council. 

[  Ncw-Tork  EoUla.  If.,  p.  90.  ] 

To  the  R«  Hon"^*  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  His  Majesty's  most  HouW*  Privy  Council. 

My  Lords, 

Pursuant  to  Your  Lordships  order  of  the  Q"-  of  Nov""  last,  "  that  we  should  examine  the  list 
"  of  goods  transmitted  by  George  Clarlie  Esq'  Lieu'  Governor  of  New  York,  to  His  Grace  The 
"  Duiie  of  Newcastle,  in  his  letter  dated  30  Aug"  last,  which  M'  Clarke  apprehends  are  proper 
•'  to  be  l)rought  here  and  in  New  York,  to  be  made  presents  of  to  the  Si.\  Indian  Nations,  and 
"  Report  to  Your  Lordi-  wiiat  we  think  proper  to  be  done  therein,  and  also  that  we  should  lay 
"  before  Your  Lordships  an  account  of  all  such  Goods  as  have  been  brought  here  and  sent  to 
"  that  Province  for  the  siid  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  as  well  in  time  of  peace  as  war,  together 
"with  the  E.xpence  thereof,  and  whether  any  or  what  allowances  have  at  any  time  been  made 
"to  the  respective  Governors  of  that  Province  for  the  purchase  of  Goods  there,  on  the  like 
"account  and  what  accounts  we  have  received  of  the  Presents  which  have  been  actually  made 
"by  the  respective  Gov"  to  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians;"  We  take  leave  to  acquaint  Your 
Lordships 

That  we  have  searched  the  Books  and  Papers  in  our  office  relating  to  this  Matter  and  find 
that  upon  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Bellomont  Governor  of  New  York  to  the  Lords  Commiss" 
for  Trade  and  Plantations  dated  yS'^  Feb"  1099  desiring  presents  for  the  said  Indians  they 
represented  their  opinion  to  His  Majesty  King  William  the  3""  on  the  24'"  of  April  1700  la 
favour  of  the  Lord  Beilomont's  request,  and  we  find  accordingly  an  Invoice  of  Goods  sliipt  for 
that  service  on  board  His  Majesty's  Ship  called  the  Advice,  which  with  twelve  pounds  allowed 
to  purchase  in  New  York  Rum  and  Tobacco  for  the  said  Indians  amounted  to  three  hundred 
pounds  Sterling,  which  Goods  were  paid  for  by  His  Majesty's  order  out  of  the  Exchequer;  We 
also  find  that  the  ordnance  office  did  at  the  same  time  furnish  400  Fusils 

30  Barrels  of  Powder 
10,000  Flints,  and 

li  Ton  of  Lead 
Ne»vork<;  M.m  estimated  at  Five  hundred  Pounds,  in  all  Eight  Hundred  Pounds  value,  as  annearB 

S04  I>.  fill.  IftlAi.ii.  iiv' 

l)y  the  two  Extracts,  and  the   Invoice  hereunto  annexed,  marked  A.  B  &  C,  the 
species  of  Goods  then  sent  being  much  the  same  as  those  now  proposed. 

i.,.n,ii.  A..»a.  U  also  appears  by  the  Extract  of  Col"  Hunter's  conference  with  the  said  Indian« 

at  Albany  in  1710  taken  from  a  Journal  transmitted  with  other  publick  papers  from  that 
Province  to  this  office  at  that  time,  and  hereunto  likewise  annexed,  marked  D,  that  her  late 
Miijesty  (iueen  Anne  did  then  s.-nd  another  present  of  the  like  Nature  for  the  said  Six  Nations. 
Bunji.  A. in  A  third  present  of  the  same  kind  was  made  to  the  said  Indians,  and  delivered 

by  Col"  Hunter  Gov'  of  New  Vork  in  1714,  as  by  the  Extract  of  his  Proceedings  with  them  in 
September  1714  hereunto  also  annexed  and  marked  E.  more  fully  appears. 
Buuji.  Bb.iM.  A  fourth   Present  of  much  the  same  species  and  value  as  that  sent  in   1700 

appears  to  have  been  sent  by  his  late  Majesty  to  the  said  Indians  in  the  year  1719.  by  the 
Invoice  hereunto  also  annexed  marked  F.  In  this  Invoice  only  ten  pounds  were  remitted  to 
the  Gov'  for  the  purchase  of  Rum,  Tobacco  &c«  for  that  use  at  New  York. 
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the  Gov"  t.,  the  sa      hX    s  aH  ""r  '""n  "'  '"'  '^^'^^'^'  P^^«^"'«  ^^^  "^^^e  ify 

value  of  .ho«e  Prelt'w'r  "  '"'"  "'  '"'  '^"^'"^'  '^"^  '^  ^"^  ""^  «PP-^  -""'  the 

T  ey  are  a  most  as  near  to  the  French  Settlements  as  to  the  English.         ' 

\our  Lordships  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  Serv" 

MONSO.V. 

Whitehall  *'°'^-  ^^''^ 

Dec"'  ao""  1739,  ,  Ja.  Bkuuenell. 

II.    l*Lt'MEK. 


tm 


^  ■■  »  «■  » 


I 


Lkvknant-Govunor  Clarh  to  the  Duh  of  Mwca^Ue. 

[  Now.Vort  r»p»ft.  (8.  p.  0)  No,  9,  p  89. ) 

My  Lord.  ^'fw  York  Jaiin'  SS'"  17|J. 

to  i Jbrr"""  'r    ''""7  '°  r"''  ^""'"  ""''''  "  •-'"''>'  "''  '">  '""^'-  •"  th«  r,ords  of  Tn.de,  and 
to  .nform  your  Grnc«  that  the  Attorney  General  ha.  at  la.t  obtained  Judgtnent  In  courrof 


'  Ms 


•  » 


■f- 
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Admiralty  against   Burrows  (who   defrauded  tlie   Moors)  a  copy  whereof  I  enclose;   when 

Burrows  was,  on  the  private  information  of  a  inerch"  of  tiiis  place  sent  for  and  examined  by 

me,  before  I  received  your  Graces  Commands,  the  then  Judge  of  the  Admiralty  obliged  him 

to  enter  into  recognizance  with  sufficient  sureties  in  the  sum  of  six  hundred  pounds  to  answer 

the  damages,  tliat  being  double  the  sum  of  the  valuL  of  the  goods  as  Burrows  swore,  that  sum 

the  sureties  have  paid,  and  out  of  it  tiie  Judge  paid  the  charges  of  prosecution,  the  remainder 

he  has  in  his  hands ;  and  I  pray  your  Grace  to  give  me  your  commands  to  direct  the  Judge  to 

remit  it  to  England,  that  it  may  be  there  ready  to  be  paid  to  the  sufferers,  or  to  give  me  such 

other  orders,  as  Your  Grace  may  think  proper:     The  Judgem'  against  Burrows  is  for  twelve 

hundred  and  fifty  pounds  sterling,  the  money  paid  by  the  sureties  but  six  hundred  pounds  this 

money,  the  remainder  of  the  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  I  am  told  may  be  levyed  on  him 

wherever  he  be  found  in  the  King's  dominions,  hither  it  is  not  probable  he  will  come  again,  if 

he  should  he  will  be  apprehended—!  humbly  recommend  myself  to  Your  Graces  protection 

and  am  with  the  most  profound  submission  and  honor 

My  Lord. 

Your  Graces 

most  humble,  most  obedient  and 

most  dutiful  servant 
His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle.  (signed).  G  Clarke. 


-^-1  ♦  ■■ » 


Lieutenant-Governor  Clarke  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  Now- York  rni)iT«,  Og.,  No.  49.] 

,,    ,      ,  New  York  Jan:  28.  17U 

My  Lords 

On  the  10  of  this  Mcmtli  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Lordships  letter  of  the  7  of  Sept: 
Inst;  before  this  will  reach  P:ngland  I  hope  your  Lcrdships  will  have  received  mine  of  the 
ao  of  November  which  1  sent  by  Captain  Farmer  and  n  duplicate  by  Cnpt:  Bryant  two  of  our 
constant  Trading  vessells  to  London,  wherein  your  Lorcbf  will  see  what  the  necessity  of  the 
tir.ies  and  M'  Morris's  precedent  i.i  .N.-w  Jersey  oblig.-d  me  to  do,  I  went  everv  length  hut  that 
of  a  dissolution,  and  even  that  they  look'd  for,  and  began  to  make  interest  for  a  new  Kl.ction 
the  Assembly  expecting  it  did  by  a  resolve  declare  that  they  would  do  all  that  lay  in  their 
power  to  give  the  paper  money  a  currency,  and  did  not  doubt  but  that  future  Assembly's  would 
the  same,  hereupon  the  Merchants  conU)ined  to  take  it  whereby  it  would  be  current  do  what 
1  could  the  people  were  generally  disposed  to  grow  very  clamorous  they  resolved  to  go  all 
lengths,  and  to  run  all  riscjues  to  obtain  a  pailicnlar  application  of  the  revenue  as  it  is  now  in 
Jersey  an.l  <letermined  to  give  it  only  from  year  to  year:  bad  I  dissolved  them  upon  it  I  should 
thereby  have  kindled  a  greater  flan,H  in  the  province  than  that  which  I  found  it  in  llrs  I 
considered  as  -.veil  as  the  present  .Situation  of  aflairs  in  Europe  from  whence  I  ju.lged  it 
necessary  to  unite  the  minds  of  the  people  especially  as  this  is  a  frontier  province  against 
Cunuda,  and  I  found  nothing  wouid  elleclually  do  it  but  my  giving  way  to  the  AssemhlvB 


uDl^^^ 


^^s^m,^* 
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even  .he  p,e.s  i,  .„.„,  fo,  'Jet      1  hai  ol"  H  v"     ""  """  """  '™"  ""■"  '■™' 
election  I  h„„,bly  l,„pe  vour  Lo  Z„"ti    it      "'""""' .T  P»'""=»'  .""P"  ""=»  the  1,,« 

your  rep,e.e„,„,i„„  .„J  if  „  „„  [JuiXZI,'!  ^'T'"  ''T'  """  '"""'  ""''  ''»"'  "»"' 
will  likc»i„  be  <li»all„„ed  ih-,,  no  c«,  11     I        f """''""'""  '  P'=»»">e  ihe  New  Jersey  Act 

own  particular  I  did  Zl    ;  ar  ago  i,  „  ri'Mh"  T  T "  ''"""  """"  "'  '°  -■' 

the  dignity  of  the  Goveru.ne  ,  whe  n  I,  w„!  '"  't  "  ^  •  '  T'"  '"'"'''  ""  "■  '"'•I'"" 
.ell  more  rather  than  .ivewov  to  the  aIZ  ,  ,  ,  ,"'""  '"°'""S  ''  "«''  -hould  he  to 
of  the  people  been  eu  ed  ZtVour  LrpZ    ret  """"  '"'  "'"'  '""'"  ""  """""• 

I  have  disposed  the  Six  Natfons  toTe  ,  "7  ''"'1'°""  ''"'  ''«"  ''"''"""i- 

under  his  M^^esty.  P-oti'r.":  trcrviri^.^.n:,  ^^''^ ""'''' '™'^""  "■•"■"• 

it  and  desiring  that  ,leputie,  may  be  sent  from  ,h°  e       ,  '',    ^  ■'■'(■"I'nting  him  with 

usual  place  of  treating  if  they  „Lt  I  h™  ,  .hi  h  1""'  "7'  ■"'""  "  '"'  '"  '*''"■"')■  ""■ 
Impatiently  wait  for  a'letter  ij.  "  -  Oooc  ,  nit  |  ^.^  h  'V'^"'"'"'  "  '""'"«  P  »"•  ' 
again.,  the  Time  of  the  Treaty,  who  expMinfit  !  I  ,  '  ".' Y,  """-P  "'"■  ■■«'i»"«  at  home 
which  will  make  my  future  Ne/otiatiot,  lerprafticabl"  '"""'  """"'  "  '"'"■-'"^•""'^ 

.ei;;:^z;i;:^°r::;;-rr^^^^^^^^ 

because  there  is  no  pr^^l^m,"  ,:,rd:";'r'r:;  .  '^  ^^^  "^J^^  ^^T  ""  "^'-« 

I  have  not  yet  li.ui  the  lionor  of  his  Crace  th,<  Di.kp  nf  V  .i 

letter  of  the  LS'"  of  June,  I  hu.nblv  •■      -o^r         ,  •^''"•^"stles  commands  upon  my 

respect  and  honor  ^  '      "'   "'  ^"'■''""''^  ^"■""^'^''°"  ""'^  "'"  «''th  the  Greate/t 

My  Lords 

Your  Lordships 

most  hunibh)  and 

11'  Hon""  ihe  Lor.i8  of  Trade.  "'"'^  obedient  Servant 

Uiio:  Clark K. 


,.  ,  ., 
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Lkutenant-Goveriior  Clarice  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[New-Tork  PRpers,  Gg  No.  47.] 

My  Lords  ^^^  ^""'^  "^""^  ^^'  ^^*0 

A.  This  bein^  the  first  ship  bound  for  London  since  the  Acts  of  Assembly  past  last  Session 

iiave  been  ingrossed   I  do  ^lyself  the  honor  to  send  them  to  your  Lordships:  I  have  already 

JBformed  your  Lordships  of  tlie  reasons  that  obliged  me  to  give  into  the  application  of  the 

revenue,  and  to  the  continuance  of  the  paper  money  much  against  my  will,  hoping  that  when 

your  Lordships  consider  them,  and  reflect  upon  the  then  junciure  of  affairs,  the  unfortified 

condition  of  the  province,  and  of  the  per.iicious  precedent  that  M'  Morris  made  in  Jersey  a 

short  time  hefo. 3  you  will  be  pleased  to  make  some  favourable   allowances  for  what  1  have 

done,  especially  as  the  bill  N"  3  for  continuing  the  excise  and  the  currency  of  the  paper  money 

is  in  your  power     Had  I  not  passed  those  bills  I  should  undoubtedly  have  thrown  the  province 

into  as  great  convulsions  as  ever  but  by  passing  them  tho  it  was  the  n-ost  irksome  thing  I  ever 

did,  I  have  got  the  province  fortified  I  have  secured  the  Senecas  Country  from  falling  into  (he 

hands  of  the  french,  and  1  boldly  affirm  I  have  reJu..  J  the  province  to  a  state  of  greater  quiet 

than  It  has  known  in  forty  years  before;  thus  every  one  here  is  highly  pleased,  only  I  cannot 

but  think  myself  unfortunate  that  so  many  things  con-.ired  to  defeat  my  purposes  at  a  time 

when  I  had  a  prospect  of  succeeding. 

The  Act  to  regulate  the  Militia  needs  no  observation  nor 
The  Act  for  compleating  &  building  fortifications,  nor 
The  Act  towards  the  further  Supporting  the  (Jovernment 

The  Act  to  raise  in  the  Township  of  S(  honect.dy  a  Sum  not  exceeding  thirty  two  pounds 
&c  IS  necessary  to  pay  a  debt  contracted  in  making  their  old  Church  a  fortification,  they  havimr 
built  a  new  Church.  •'  ° 

The  Act  for  regulating  the  Streets  &  Highways  &'  in  Schonectady 
That  for  the  encouragement  of  Whaling 
That  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  sheep  by  dogs 
That  for  regulating  fences  for  the  several  Citys  &  Counties 

That  for  the  better  clearing,  regulating  and  laying  out  Highways  in  the  County  of  Suffolk 

That  for  clearing,  regulating  and  further  laying  out  puaii.k  highways  in  Kings  County" 

Queens,  Richmond  and  Orange  Countys,  ^    county, 

That  to  prevent  burning  the  old  grass  on  Hempstead  plains  and  that  to  prevent  penning  and 

folding  of   sheep   on   Hempstead   plains   being    to    revive   or  continue   former   Acts   need 

no  observation 

The  Act  for  raising  in  the  South  part  of  Orange  county  a  Sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
pounds  for  finishing  and  compleating  the  Court  house  and  Goal  in  Orange  Town  is  very 
Necessary  this  county  having  a  Ridge  of  Mountains  running  through  the  middle  of  it  made  it 
very  inconvenient  for  those  who  live  on  one  side  of  the  hills  to  travel  constantly  on  the  other 
Bide,  the  Courts  being  formerly  held  only  in  c.e  place  but  now  there  is  a  Court  House  on  each 
Bide,  and  the  Courts  are  held  alternately  at  them 

The  Act  to  let  to  tarme  the  Excise  on  strong  liquors  is  made  for  one  year  only  and  let  to 
particular  persons  on  terms  accepted  of  by  the  Assembly  who  beleive  it  wii:  bring  in  more 
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Inhabitants  tlioueht  it  hiah  timp  f„  »  b  ■    ?  "^^  creatures  increasing  the 

would  be  „„,  eic;:  sr; ;  oVrL::'  1. '°  ',7"°^ """ """  -^'"'"^ » '-- 

Hawkers  and  Pedlars  comiZTl      I.  Assembly  whereupon  tl.i,  was  past 

moneyoutofUwl  '  1"°"    bee„T„,      "'""'■'""^  '"'°  ""'  """'  "■"'J-S  "  g™«  deal  of 

.Ha,  L  puidiet  .>,:z^:::^^  71^:^::  1  t  " '""  "r  """'^"' 

Strength  nor  nay  any  thin^r  to«nr,l«  tV.  ^''^se  strangers  who  otherwise  neither  add  to  our 

pa.,  ?M.  I,w/as^,„e;i'.'rjr3  V«  ^v^:  '.e^Trrrr.M:  tr"""^  '^°"^^'  '° 

doubt  be  Ihe  only  means  ,„  prese  .1  T  .,      i  .-     .  *^'"""S  ''  "'"  ""1'°'" 

have  hUherlo  greil/ZauT   „„„%:':  '°r,,'"     "''r''  '■™"'  ''""<'  '"""•'"'  ^-  "-y 
find  the  benefit  of  it  '  """''  ""'  P""''"  "^  ""■  Pl»««tion.  will  in  time 

p.o;inl7L:;:^:';:i:;«rn::^:t: -ert  t;t;\;;i!r -vr- °^ '^• 

equal  foot  in  that  respect,  for  at  present  .hose  province.  Ihere  die    "r  .     ."  "''°"  "" 

.l:osewhicl,payn„„e,areunderg,.,tdi.ad.a„age     :;;:.   Icitler     rho^ 

inany  import  the  good,  subiect  to  n  d„,v  i„  ,i,  ■  >'»d«'..  who  are  by  much  loo 

province  where  „f  duly  is  gii :,"  ^^^ :::  ^z,  iTa ';;:;;  irrrir'^ 

My  Lords 

Your  Lordships 

most  humble  and 

R'  Hon""  the  Lords  of  Tra.Ie.  '""''  "''''•^'"''  ^"'""'"'^ 

Geo:  Clajjke 
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Lieutenant-Governor  Clarke  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 

I  New-York  Papers.  (8.  P.  O.)  No.  9,  p.  02.] 

New  York  June  14"'  1740. 
My  Lord. 

I  do  myself  the  honor  by  this  first  vessel!  that  has  been  bound  for  England  to  inform  Your 
Grace  that  on  the  IS"-  of  April  last  I  had  the  Honor  to  receive  Your  Graces  letter  of  the  29"' 
of  October  with  His  iMaj'y''  declaration  of  war  against  Spain,  which  I  caused  to  be  proclaimed 
the  next  day  in  the  Fort  and  in  the  Town,  and  then  in  all  the  Counties  and  Towns  and 
Garrisons  in  the  province,  and  I  beg  leave  to  assure  Your  Grace  that  I  will  use  my  utmost 
diligence  and  care  in  preventing  any  ammunition  or  stores  of  any  kind  from  being  carried  to 
the  EnnR.ny. 

At  thi'  3i;mo  time  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Graces  letter  of  the  5""  of  Jan''',  wherein 
you  a'ft  (),.  ,.3ed  to  acquaint  me  that  His  Maj'>  has  ordered  a  large  body  of  Troops  under  My 
Lon  ■-  utht  <rt  to  go  from  England  to  a  proper  place  in  the  west  Indies  there  to  be  joined  by 
such  ..•.rp.'j  as  may  be  raised  in  His  Maj"'"  colonies  and  Islands  in  America  to  make  an  attempt 
upon  E.ime  of  the  most  considerable  settlements  of  the  Spaniards  in  the  West  Indies. 

I  imci'diately  called  a  Councill  and  communicated  to  them  Your  Graces  letter;  By  the 
advice  of  the  Council  I  have  issued  a  proclamation  signifying  His  Majesties  pleasure  and 
inviting  all  his  loyal  subjects  to  go  voluntiers  in  this  expedition.  1  likewise  wrote  to  the 
commanding  Officers  of  the  militia  to  draw  out  their  Regiments  under  arms,  and  cause  the 
proclamation  to  be  read  to  the  men,  and  directing  them  to  order  each  respective  Capt"  to  draw 
out  his  men  under  arms  the  next  day,  and  then  again  to  read  the  proclamation  to  them,  and  to 
use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  incourage  as  many  as  tlie  could  to  list,  all  which  was 
forthwith  done. 

The  people  at  first  were  very  sanguine,  and  continued  so  for  some  time,  but  then  hearing 
that  Coll:  Spotswood  lay  dangerously  ill  at  Annapolis  in  Maryland,  which  put  a  stop  to  his 
Journey  hither,  and  Coll :  Blakeney  staying  longer  than  at  first  it  was  thought  it  would,  they 
began  to  cool,  and  to  imagine  that  the  designe  would  he  laid  aside,  I  endeavoured  to  disposess 
them  of  those  apprehensions,  and  I  have  great  hopes  that  so  soon  as  Coll:  Blakeney  arrives 
they  will  again  gr.jw  warm,  for  Coll:  Spotswoods  sickness  putting  an  end  to  his  life  on  the  7"" 
of  this  month,  I  ho^  Coll.  Blakeney  will  be  here  before  it  be  possible  for  Coll:  Gooch  to  reach 
this  place;  and  I  humbly  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Grace  that  I  have  endeavoured  to  animate 
the  people  to  engage  in  it,  by  all  the  ways  I  could  think  of,  and  I  have  good  hopes  of  success ; 
i  encouraged  several  persons  to  raise  companys  assuring  them  they  would  have  the  Command 
of  them,  and  this  I  did  upon  your  Graces  telling  me  that  Coll.  Blakeney  would  bring  blank 
Commissions,  this  put  many  more  upon  making  application  to  me  for  the  like  liberty,  I 
incouraged  all  and  they  have  been  very  active  in  it,  and  I  have  good  expectations  that  it  will 
have  a  good  effect. 

I  have  not  brought  any  provision  nor  hired  any  transports,  becau.se  it  is  very  uncertain  what 
number  of  men  I  shall  raise  in  this  province,  but  I  have  lately  with  the  advice  of  the  Council 
embargoed  pork,  beef  and  pease,  nor  do  I  hear  that  the  Merchants  complain  of  it,  but  on  the 
contrary,  think  it  reasonable  ;  Brejid  we  can  always  get,  and  Butter  is  plenty  in  the  summer, 
so  that  they  were  not  within  the  imbargo. 
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Wy  Lord 

Your  Graces 

most  humble,  moat  obedient  and 

Plis  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  '"°''  '^"^"'"'  '^"*''"*' 

(signed).         G.  Clarke. 


Secretary  Clarke  to  Lord  Delaivarr: 

[New- York  P»pci»  (8.  P.  0.)  No.  0,  p.  63.]  ^ 

My  Lord. 

independency,  nnd  disaffec,  „„  I IJ    ,  K  T      ''■"'■"r""'"^  "'"'  »"  ""'"'y  V'<t  of 

tl.e  weigh,  „„d  t^MhoZZl  L    „?  f-     ,T.       T      "  """"  '"  '"»'  '"'"'"'■"■  """  !>•  f-und 
able  toldue  it  Tm  In,  illlt  ,°    ;     7,*'  "?""«"''  '"  ""  ''=«  "'»"""'••  """Kl  "«  be 

o<  o„v.  in  cHier:;,::d't:;frr.:'r  e ::  :r, :  ::rv::rn::::.r,?°7'""°" 

Newea3,le  In  my  l„,|,„r,  f,,.„„r      l'!,    ,^      ^  M..J"'  allu.r,,  „,„ve  Hi,  Grae.  ,he  Duke  of 

above  ,e,  Tortl,  be  nU.„,ed  to  n>ove  1        ■„      H.    n  ';°"",7"'''  '"  ««n«,dera,ion  of  „l,a,  i. 

t...  be  n„y  .,,0  jd  yo:Mi:.rt,"a:«z, ''™' ;°  ':rtd:a,"T'«'r  ^.""'^• 

and  a.  i,  wil,  be  .on,e  adv.nta,..  ,„  ,„,  f„,„„,  „„j  v^.r  u  ,  '  2  be      p  .  t  -^^f:  """" 

'"  """'"^  ^°"  ^""'■''^"-•" "- '  "■ p-n  .-H  app„in,„.e„,  ™rdi::e,r;i;3 

a™.,«ion  of  Ge„.  I,.  |,c  r.«iK,K.,l  t|,^  ,H,st  of  8t«n,l,.r.l  l...ur..       '^"'""'^'J"  "O  "f  t'or  AlajcO-,  privy  co,u,cil.     Soon  after  ll.o 

M,.-. .7., „e ......,..,.„, J.., uue'. o,! u-Jt:;: !  I r:' ::,r;^;"t:" '"'■  T\ ti " ''- '"'-''•  **- ^""■ 

eh,.«.„  K„i«l.t  of  .h..  Math  ;  i,.  ,73,,  ,r.«..ror  of  ,,,,e  ,.ous,U.a  a"    ,    ,.W  IfT  "'"'"'  -I    "!  "'"  '"''  "'"'"""■"■•  "'"^ 

Saxe.(;ollu^  .0  c.nolu.lo  a  treaty  of  marriaKo  between  IVinc^..     ,  m         J,  p     I'  ':'"7*""""''     """  '"'  "•"■  '"  '"«'  '" 

Colonel  of  tU  lir-t  troop  of  life  g„ar,U-    w.J«,  .oi,   1     f  J  '"7""'  ""'""  '"  '"''""''"  f"""-^"«-  ""  ''«"'«  -""Jo 

Ooneral  in  .7.8,  in  whiell  year  heVL  ^aZ,!  S.  ' ""  "  "'  '""  .'"'"t"  "'  ''''""''  "»"'«•  '"  '"■'•^^  »'t'«Ji" 
nctingen.     <.„  April  ,,,  ,7'..  he  wa,  pro'    .  ,  U       H;  r'iir;"     T"""T'  ""'"  ''"^  "^'''«"'  "^  '"«  ^""'«  "^ 

con,n.i„ion  of  ,,e..,ena,.t  .General  an,l  llovernor  of  Till..  ^  F  rV  J  i  , 'V',"'  ""  ''"  ''''  ^'••'■"--  ' '«'.  ---'  "- 
Ouer.mey;  in  17r.l,  crea.e,l  Vi.eonnt  Cantalupe  an.I  FCarlof  n  law  .  ,  ,  t  '".''"'"''''"  '"•■•!  (=-^vcrnor  of  the  inhiml  of 
4...  0'..r  M.„.  The  last  „.e„tione;.  wo, k.  f.'r  ,7  .  p  «,  1;  I  :::  "  ":'  """  "^  ^'r"'.  '^««-  ^^""-''  '''"^'9'-  K 
fir.t. .  hario.te  Ma.-O.rthy.  .I„,„hter  ,„'  the  Karl  of  c^  ,,1.,; T  .  K  "'";!""*:""^  '"  ^' ■■«""»■  '"'  '-^'"I'ip  marrie.i, 
Anue.  Dowager  La.lj.  AbergavJ.y,  who  J.oU  i    ,     h  -^7''  '    ''  '"  ""''  '"'  '"^'""^'  ■"""•'^'  '"  ''"•  -""J'^. 
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liordi' one  thousand  Guineas  to  indemnify  Your  Lord?  from  any  loss,  or  expence  occasioned 
thereby,  wliicli  is  ail  tliat  the  Govern'  there  under  its  present  circumstances  allows  me  to 
olTer —  I  am 


My  Lord. 


London  June  20"'  1740. 

To  tiie  Right  Hon"'". 
John  Lord  Delawar. 


Your  Lordships 


most  obedient  and  most  liumble  servant 
(signed.)  George  Clarke  Jun' 


♦  Lieutenant-Governor  Clarhe  to  the  DuTce  of  Neiocastle. 

[  New- York  Papers.  ( S.  P.  O.)  Xo.  9,  p  6T.  ] 

.,    ,      .  New  York  July  S"-  1740. 

My  Lord  •' 

On  the  sixth  of  May  I  received  from  Coll  Spotswood  a  letter  of  which  the  inclosed  is  a 

copy,  the  contents  whereof  I  made  known  that  his  intentions  might  take  effect,  supposing  that 

he  had  sufficient  authority  to  ascertain  the  pay  of  the  voluntiers,  and  to  advance  the  sums  he 

mentions,  hoping  it  would  answer  the  end  ;  Coll :  Blakoney  thinks  it  proper  that  I  should  lay 

it  before  your  Grace;  Coll  Gooch  is  now  here  who  tells  me  that  after  he  had  taken  another 

method,  and  declared  it  by  proclamation,  viz':  that  of  giving  a  bounty  instead  of  advance  money, 

Coil:  Spotswood  insisted  on  his  proposal  to  advance  money,  and  that  the  pay  of  the  men 

should  be  a  pistole  a  calendar  month,  which  is  more  than  the  pay  of  the  King's  other  Troops: 

The  men  who  inlisted  in  this  province  on  my  proclam"*  issued  on  His  Maj'>'  first  orders  expect 

to  be  in  pay  from  the  respective  days  of  their  inlisting,  and  Coll :  Blakoney,  the  Council  and  I 

are  of  opinion  that  they  ought  to  have  it,  and  that  it  will  obstruct  the  levies  if  it  be  not  given 

them,  and  Coll:  Gooch  is  likewise  of  opinion  they  ought  to  have  it;  as  to  a  bounty  I  have 

recommended  it  to  Mie  Assembly  as  I  have  likewise  on  his  Majesties  commands  told   them 

what  His  Maj'^  expects  from  them  on  this  occasion,  a  short  time  will  resolve  me  what  they  will 

do,  and   I  hope  they  will  do  both ;  several  colonies   having  given  a  Bounty,  I   believe  they 

will  not  refuse  to  do  the  like,  and  the  demand  of  provisions  and  Transports  is  so  reasonable 

that  I  hope  they  will  raise  money  somehow  or  other  for  thai  expence,  as  the  pay  which  Coll : 

Biakeney  informs  me  the  men  are  to  have  will  fall  short  of  what  Coll ;  Spotswood  proposed,  I 

wish  with  all  my  heart,  it  muy  not  have  a  bad  effect,  for  tho'  the  expectation  of  growing  rich 

by  the  Booty,  and  by  gifts  of  lands  and  houses  first  and  chieftly  inspired  the  people  to  engage 

in  the  expedition,  yet  having  made  to  believe  they  should  have  the  pay  he  ascertained,  and  the 

advance  money,  I  fear  they  will  expect  it;  [f  Coli:  Spotswood  had  no  authority  to  ascertain 

the  pay  of  the  men,  he  made  a  wrong  step,  which  may  prove  prejudicial  to  the  service,  and 

subject  me  to  many  difficulties,  if  he  had   no  authority  to  ascertain  the  pay  I  humbly  think 

they  should    have   the    pistole    a    month,  and    the  advance  money  but  this  I  suppose  Co. I: 

Biakeney  and  Coll:  Gooch  will  consider,  I  for  my  part  made  no  doubt  of  Coll:  Spotswoo'ds 
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information  of  any  one.  and  it  is  agreed  I    J     '  .th  w  "      '    T   '  "'  "'  ^"^  ^'''^"  '^''"  "^«  ^^^^ 
more  of  the  ILuana.  Castle  Morfand    he  o  ir    f  Tr  "' "''  ^"""  '""^'^'  ^''"^  «'"'"-'  ^nows 

we  can  hear  of.  hnt  of  this  T  pr::::''cl"r.  T ^^^ ^rVo!:":::  '^*^"  ""^  -'  '''' 
aocount-I  humbly  recomm.M,|   myself  to  Your  ,.;/'"  «'^^  ^^our  Grace  a  more  particular 

profound  submission  -  My  L,     .-Tu    (Val  Tu    '^m'"'"""  '^"'^  ^"'   ^''^'   ^^e  most 

servan,     (signed)     G  cL.ce.  "^'''''-"^"^^  ^"'"'''«' -°«' obedient  and  most  dutiful 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 


Majov-General  Spot,wood  to  Lieutenant-Gooernor 


Clarice. 


[  New-York  Paper,.  (S.  P.  O.)  No.  ».  p.  os.  ] 


Sir.  Annapolis  26""  April  1740 

i..  the  (.oven,.  „r  S^,^l  h,,  re,„l;  ,  J"  L,  1  '';    *™   '7  ""     f^l'  'H"  >  -e.  "i.H 

mutinie,  migl.t  ari.e  from  „„„„  „,„ivi„s  |,isl,„  „,„  !h'n'  ..  r  "       '^"'"'""'^'y 

province,  „„  ,hi,  ™„,i„e,„  i„,t  agree  in  the  v     „7  li"  '  '   "'"'  "■'  """'  -"^  '«" 

the  e.v*a„ge  between  tl,„ir  enrren.-v  ZfllT  '"T""'  ""''  '"  "">■  ""^  "^  "'^ 

.l.e»me  pay.  I  have  talten  ,,pln\,  tt  ,'  .j  ,,!:r°''  '°"""  "f  ""'  »"=  »"  '"""S  "P"" 
for  every  Kaie  ,.„.  „en,„  :  I,  ,:;„„;  ^  e tl  »"7;r.„  :™,";°r,  '"  °"'  '"'"' 
pnblication,  narrating  that  whereas  m  tnv  „L  Ti     ,  I  ■  ^     "'  '  '"""  »'''  '**''  " 

money  with  their  fannlie.,  .ever, ,       Z      ni^  "     ll^rT  '"J""''"^  "'"'  '"»''"'■<'«> 

"'■""■" ■ ^""■■-■•"■is'.'ohtaint;;:;:;ae'ie..t  ;i?i;^r:^'''''''f 

pay  were  promised  to  be  advanced  nn,l  n-,i,l  t^  .1    ■  '       ^'"^'^^^  "■■  '""'"  '"onlhs 

I  have  had  the  experience  o    the  e.ulo  ['?"'"'  ""«'"  "'"^^  their  embarkation: 

the  year  1710.    ,  b'ing       v/r'    f  VHrt  ii"  ^7^^  r7  "'"'  '"^'  ^''"^  ''"■*^^-*«'  -'-"  '» 

succ:.ur  of  S.  Carolina:  and  tw  .  f  r  i  ?:'  ;!""!!!'"'''">'  -"•  -^  -"t  them  away  .0  the 
l>y  giving  every  man  bounty  m     ey         '    '  ^"''"  ""'"  "'">  S^''"^^^  ''-Sality  than 
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So  soon  as  the  Adjutant  General  arrives  ^ith  the  King's  full  instructions  you  may  expect  to 
hear  from  me  more  at  large  on  this  subject:  In  the  mean  while  I  desire   you'U  take  all 

expedition,  that  I  may  by  the  first  occasion  transmit  such  accounts  to  the  Secretary  of  State  (as  I 
am^commanded)  to  be  forthwith  laid  before  His  Maj.  for  his  information  and  satisfectfon'- 


Sir 


ettc. 


A.  Spotswood. 
mlyllfr  ""■"''"  "  "  ''"  ""''  "'  """"^  '^P«^«-°«^'«  '«"-  to  me  which  I  received  the  6- 

(signed).         Geo  Ckarke. 


<  '■  »  11  » 


Zieuienant-Governo?-  Clarh  to  the  DuTce  of  Newcastle. 

t  New-Toili  Paper*.  ( 8.  P.  O. )  No.  ».  p.  69.  ] 

My  Lord.  ^'ew  York  July  26.  1740. 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  send  your  Grace  a  duplicate  of  my  letter  of  the  S""  insf  •  nn^  f 

that  mo„ey  wuhout  intere.t  for  any  ,ea,o„able  .Lne,  with  „|,ic|,  |  Z  Jd  .1,?™  ,!  .  7 
a       '"'o  "ceii  rnisea  it  i  had  had  commissions  w  th  the  first  ordi.r«  f«r 
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and   that  this  is  a  frontier  province  against  the  French  with  whnm  ,u 

hope  make  up  more  than  eTh^^^^^^^  comm.ss.ons  when  they  join  my  Lord  Cathcart  will  I 
Bla'keney  iTnrouTag  U  al  Tea?-  Th'^^H  k""  ^'"'  °"'^ ^°'»'"'-'°-  --« -"t  by  Coll : 
done  it  f  a  consTdiabl    ex  ence  to  tLZ  T  '  *■""'  ''"'"P^"'^^  '"  ''''  P^^"-  f^-- 

without  that  expen  e  twouTd  hU  h.r?^''''.^'"  ''"''""*  "''  ''''"^  '  P'"''^'*''"  ^^-^  "'^'  ^"'^ 
not  companies  of  s  x^  men  and  do  not'n'l  '"  -ise  companies  of  an  hundred  men,  tho' 
commissLs  to    hose  wTo  '  hould  r  ""^  °'^''  ""''^'^  '^^"  '^''  of  promising 

accounts  I  have  roTthT  Co  oneU  oT^  MtTp  "°"^'  '^^^  '^^"  ^«'«^'-''  '"-  ^^^  '"« 
whole  province  woof^^red  to  r^;^^^^  Reg.ments,  there  are  very  few  men  in  the 

-y  proclamation,  but  a.mo     f.   ^  dcStei^^^^  'i;?^"'"'  ^'^^"  ''^"^  ^^^ 

and  such  were  to  command  themlr  ,h!„  *^'"^.^'"'"g"''««  '«  go-  did  it  personally  if  such 

not  know;  how  it  hrbeen  in  ^Ih^  they  were  unwlhng  to  inlist  with  any  one  whom  they  did 

of  the  men  inTh   .  Whe  efle  itu  d  7""'  ""'  '"'""'"^  '"'^'  '"*  ^'"  ''  '""^  *«^P- 

first  produce  0^0  nie^bv  wh  ch  metl^n  17'""-'  '"  '™'"'"  ''°'"""""'  '°  *'^°««  -»'°  ^^ould 

essa/of  raising  ^j;^:::^:^!^.:  Z2;^L^::!,  nrr :;  rz  "^^^i 
n:u:a^;:int-Vbe:rer7^^  'V-'-  ''''''^''''-  ^^::zj::'IX:;^ 

profound  respect  and  honor  proieciion— j  am  with  the  most 

My  Lord 

Your  Grace's 

most  humble,  most  obedient  and 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle.  ,  •      "?'*  '^"^"'"'  ''^'■^*"* 

(signed)        Geo.  Clarke. 


hn 


ff 


* " » 11 » 


I^rds  of  Trade  to  Limtenant-Oovermr  ClarTce. 


[New-York  Enlrln,  M.,  p.  «.] 

To  George  Clarke  Esq'  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New  York. 
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De  Lancey  Esq"  of  the  Province  of  New  York  ;  John  Hamilton,  John  Wells,  John  Reading, 
Cornelius  Vanhorn.  and  William  Provost  Esq"  of  the  Province  of  New  Jersey  and  William 
bkeene,  William  Shirreft,  Henry  Cope,  Erasmus  James  Philips,  and  Otho  Haymilton  Esq"  of 
the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia  Commissioners  for  marking  out  and  settleing  the  Boundaries 
between  the  Province  of  the  Massachussetts  Bay  and  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island  Eastward 
care  bemg  taken  that  private  property  should  not  be  affected  thereby. 

We  are  to  acquaint  you  that  you  are  required  to  inform  the  Commissioners  resident  in  Your 
I  rovmce  o  the  tune  and  place  intended  to  be  appointed  by  the  said  Commission  for  the  first 
Meetmg  of  the  sa.d  Commissioners  and  to  recommend  it  strongly,  to  such  of  the  said 
Commissioners  as  are  able  to  go  and  attend  this  Duty. 

dJeluZ/^T!  Information  in  this  Affair  we  send  you  a  Copy  of  an  Order  in  Council 
dated  10<-  of  July  last  and  expect  that  you  do  take  particular  care  without  delay  to  carry  every 
particular  thereof,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  in  Your  power,  into  Execution.  So  we  bid  you 
Heartily  farewell,  and  are,  Your  very  loving  Friends 

and  humble  Servants 

Whitehall  !;i°"^°'' 

Aug'  1«  1740  ■  f  ^^^^"^'^ 


Zieutenani-Governor  Clarhe  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[New-Tork  Papen,  Gg.,  No.  Bl.] 

My  Lords  ^^^  ^°'^  Aug  :  4.  1740 

Four  days  ago  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Lordships  letters  of  the  20  and  21  of  May, 
in  obedience  whereto  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  send  to  your  Lordships  a  compleat  collection 
of  the  laws  made  in  this  Province  among  them  are  many  temporary  Acts  which  are  expired 
but  being  printed  with  the  others  I  cannot  seperate  them,  your  Lordships  will  likewise  perceive 
thetitlesofActs  which  being  expired  before  the  publishing  of  this  edition  are  not  printed: 
these  books  I  got  from  the  Secretaries  office,  the  printer  having  none  left 

I  do  myself  the  honor  also  to  send  your  Lordships  a  duplicate  of  the  account  sent  last  Winter 
of  the  paper  money  issued  in  this  I'rovince,  as  to  the  sinking  it  there  are  funds  for  it,  as  your 
Lord.ships  will  see  by  the  account  and  by  the  ACs  of  Assembly,  but  if  it  should  be  neces'sary 
to  smk  them  in  a  shorter  time  I  humbly  conceive  the  method  that  will  least  affect  .he  Merchant. 

law   on  the  peope  here  in  immitation  of  a  land  tax  as  your  Lordships  may  see  page  213  of  the 

composed  o    farmers.     Trade  as  the  province  is  situated  will  not  bear  it,  for  it  lies  betwe-n 
provinces  wind,  lay  no  dutys  on  Merchandize,     In  truth  my  Lords  it  wi  1    be  very  diffic.n    to 

1  heartily  wish  there  was  none  subsisting  and  that  the  money  in  all  tLe  Plantations  was  reduced 
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l^Z^'  '"''  °'  '"  ^'^'•^^'^-^-'-  England  as  well  as  the  Colonies  would  be  upou 

Exchange  which  ,vas  last  year  at  70  p^  Cent  is  now  at  G5.  and  silver  which  was  then  at  913 
r  ounce  ,s  now  at  8,  0  or  9,.  at  the  most  1  a.n  with  the  greatest  respect  and  honor  ' 

aly  Lords 

Your  Lordships 

most  humble  and 

most  obedient  Servant 

Geo:  Clarke 


pe 


The  R'  Hon"''  the  Lords  of  Trade 


Zords  of  Trade  to  Lieutenant-Governor  Clarhe. 

[  Xow.Tork  Entries,  M.,  p.  100.] 

To  George  Clarke  Esq--  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New  York. 

vnu'^"wT  ^''' ''"";°  ^°"  '^  September  the  7-  1739  (a  Duplicate  whereof  has  been  sent 
3'rl   !:    ;!!  '^'Tf    "'"  "I '"  '""""'"^'  ^'^^  -'  ^''-  ^"e"«t  30.^  Nove„,ber  30-^  Decern" 

As  tcfl     f  J'."uary  2S.    irU  together  with  several  papers  mentioned  therein. 

As  to  what  you  ment.on  m  Y  our  letter  of  Aug.st  the  30'^  1739  and  that  of  November  30 
following  .n  regard  to  the  presents  for  the  Indian  Nations  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  .W  York 
we  mus   acqua.nt  you  that  soon  after  the  receipt  of  Yours  that  affair'was  refe  red  t^    ^bv  tt 
Lords  of  the  Comm.ttee  of  Council,  to  wh.ch  Reference  we  made  Our  rep       a„  Uave  it 
our  op,n,on  that  ,t  would  be  for  his  Majesty's  service  that  Presents  shou  d  be      nt   he  sa  d 
Indians  agreable  to  your  proposal. 

clT'  '':"*"•  "•■/"^''"^''^"-  30'-  before  mentioned  you  sent  us  amongst  other  Papers  the 
copy  of  one  to  you  from  the  Co>nmissio..ers  of  Indian  Affairs  with  the  Governor  of  cTnad  'I 

:  7^  of\         it"  "'f "'  ^"  '^  '^^"^"  ^''"""^  "'  ^--  ^«'"^'  «  Copy  w  ere      witi 
an  Extract  of  \our  letter  so  (ar  as  related  to  that  affair  we  transmitted  to  His  Grace  the  Duk 

of  iVewcastle.  who  we  doubt  not  will  receive  His  Majesty's  pleasure  thereupon. 

We  congrat-date  you  upon  the  tranquility  and  universal  harmony  which  in  Your  letter  of 

the  as"  of  January  last  you  inform  us  is  at  present  subsisting  in  the  Province  We  heir  ilv 

wish  It  may  be  lasting,  and  are  Your  very  loving  friends,                             ■  ^ 

and  humble  Servants. 
Whitehall  ^'^'  ^RUdenkll 

August  8'"  1740  MoxsoN 

M.  liLAUBN. 


! 


Vol.  Vi. 
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Lientenayit-Governor  Clarice  to  the  Duhn  of  Newcastle. 

[  New-Tork  Papere,  ( 8.  P.  o., )  No.  9,  p.  78.  ] 

„    ,      .  New  York  Sept'  22.  1740. 

My  Lord.  '^ 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  acquaint  Your  Grace  that  I  have  raised  and  embarked  five  compleat 
companies  for  the  expedition  one  of  them  sailed  hence  the  19"-  inst :  on  board  His  IMaj'>''  ships 
Squirrel  and  Astraa  for  Jamaica,  the  latter  was  sent  by  Admiral  Vernon  to  New  England  for 
Masts,  and  came  hither  to  be  reinforced  by  the  Squirrel  but  both  being  by  desertions  weakly 
manned,  it  was  thought  proper  by  Coil:  Blakeney  and  Lieut:  Coll :  Cope  that  they  should  be 
strengthened  by  puting  one  of  these  companies  on  board  them,  as  the  Astraa  is  a  ship  whose 
safe  arrival  at  Jamaica  is  of  vast  consequence.  The  other  four  companies  are  on  board 
Transports  ready  to  sail  with  Coll:  Blakeney'  for  the  capes  of  Virginia  (there  to  join  Coll: 
Gooch  )  which  they  will  do  in  a  very  few  days,  waiting  now  only  for  the  Connecticut  troops, 
whom  we  hourly  expect  here. 

I  was  in  hopes  I  should  have  raised  another  company  here,  but  find  it  can  not  be  compleated  ; 
Ibeg  leave  to  assure  Your  Grace,  I  have  done  to  the  utmost,  to  promote  the  service  having  had 
It  very  much  at  heart,  and  I  hope  it  will  receive  Your  Grace's  approbation,  to  whose  protection 
1  humbly  beg  leave  to  recommend  myself,  being  with  the  most  profound  submission 
My  Lord 

Your  Graces  ' 

most  humble  most  obedient  and 
most  dutiful  servant 
His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle.  (signed )         Geo.  Clarke. 


Zteut^na7it -Governor  Clarke  to  the  Duh  of  Newcastle. 

[New-Tork  Papers.  (8.  P.  O. )  No.  9.  p.  74.] 

,,    .     J  New  York  Oct' ths  3 1"  ]  740. 

My  Lord. 

On  the  third  of  this  month  Coll :  Blakeney  went  from  this  place  on  board  the  Ludlow  Castle 
to  Sandy  Hook  (there  to  stay  for  one  of  the  Connecticut  Transports  that  run  on  a  rock  coming 
hither,  and  for  that  part  of  the  New  Jersey  troops  that  were  to  embark  at  Amboy).     All  our 

•  '  TT*"  °"'""'"  ^''  •""■"  "'  *'"""'  Blakeney,  in  tlio  county  of  Limerick,  IrelnnJ,  A.  D.  1672.  He  entered  tl.e  »rmy 
in  the  beginning  of  Qneen  Anne'.  w«r,  «n,l  was  maJe  an  En.ign  by  Ix.ra  CutU,  at  the  eeige  of  Venloo,  1702.  He  wnslong 
ovorlooke.1  and  neglected,  till  he  found  »  friend  in  (he  Duke  of  Richmond,  by  whose  intcrci  he  wag  promoted  to  the  Colonelcy 
of  the  27th  Ue^-iment  of  Foot,  27(h  June,  1737.  He  served  as  Adjutant-Oencrnl  in  the  expedition  against  Carthagena,  and 
recommended  l.imso'f  to  his  Majesty  by  his  courage  and  conduct  in  the  defence  of  Sterling  Caslle.  and  the  rebels  in  1746.  He 
was  subse,,nenlly  appointed  Oovornor  of  Minorca,  which  i.lnnd  was  reduced  by  the  French  after  a  gallant  defence  and 
honoruble  cupilulahon  i„  n:,r,,  when  Oeneral  Ulakeney',  conduct  was  not  only  approved,  but  ho  w«,  raised  to  the  Peerage, 
Ly  the  tillo  of  Lord  Blakwicy  of  Mount  IJIakeney,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  received  m«ny  other  partioulM  marka  of 
Itoyal  retsttid  uud  favor.  JirUick.    Ho  died  in  1701,  wUon  the  title  beouoio  oxUnct  JLk^u.  -  r^. 


M 


wi 
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the  Troops  of  Virdnia,  N  Carolini  P.Li  ''^."'  ,["'  T  ^,  '^  "'"'^  '"  J"'"  ^°"  G°«c''  with 
were  to  I  ^o.r^D.^:!^^::  ^r:^^ ^'^^i:^^^  ''  ^^-  ^«-^.  w^o 
Hook,  and  the  next  day  sailed  for  Virdni.      Thp  fi    T        >     ?  "''"P""^  ""'"«  '»  "'« 

but  not  all  with  Coll:  Bbkenev  one  oh       J  '     T''      '*'"'  ^  '''''"^  ^^"^  '^^"^P'^^t. 

A«traa.  as  I  did  myseff  th  ho'n  to  i  "  v  "'  'n'  "  '"'''  ""'''  ^''"J'"  «'"?«  ^^q"'-'  -^ 
month,  and  are  .  "o'pe  er  hi  t  m  jtZ^T  ""'T  '"  "'^  '«"-  "^  ^"e  22«.  of  the  last 
have  made  for  victualling  and  t  ansnort!  h  fi  ""  T''  P'''"^""  ^'"' ''"«  ^-^-^bly 
dimculty;   I  could  not  get    Lm  3     "'    ,        r'"""^^  '  raised,  I  obtained  with  no  snJi 

that  was  the  first  thing  I  corn!  ded  the.  I  'n^r,":  "''''  "'''^""'"'^^  ''^^«  ^-«-  ^'-' 
but  perhaps  they  imagined  ZTbountl":^  "  "'  '  ^'^"  ^^''"^"''^  ^'-^  -«"'d  give  into 
victual  an'd  tran^sport  Vnd  wt/th  v  1  t  "h  '  "'  '°.  "'f  '"°"  '"^"  ''""  ^^^^  -°">^ 
they  did  not  suppose  .hatT  ould  r.isf  ne.r  fi  .  *7'7 '^""^^^^  P°«"'l«  <■-  that  service, 
but  the'  contrary  to  expec  a  ion  rZ  T  '^'V'""^  "'  '''^  °"="'^'  "^  '^^^'^  g'^«"  ">«••«. 
to  give  one  FarUnngIre     bj       toJ         u  '^  '  '"'''  '"'  P"^'^"  °"  ^'^  ^-"'l>'y 

been  to  embark  fotlSwi^^^  '^V°?  "'?,  '"^  «^^'  "^'^-«'  ^^  ^'^^ '-d 

I  am  perswaded  I  could     Je  r  i  1 ,     '^  °  "  "^''""^'^  ^"'^  P'-°^'«'°"«  ""^  transports, 

now  d'one  Your  C  rac     m  ;7ee  ,;:T     ''T  """'"  ^'"'  '^^  '^""'^^'^'  ^-"  ^'^^  - 

Maj...  Arms  have  succes    .s  T  h^  .  T    """  "''"  '"  'P""''  "P""  °'^-''«'°"'  '^"^  i^'  His 

complai.  as  witL:  d  b  h  y ^  f  :7.:''5  T'  '^"',  ""  """  "°  ^'^"^^  ^'^^'^  ^"^  ^» 
proper  encouragement  and  a  afr  ^l^elt^'  r  ""'I  "  ""^  ''''''''''  ""^  '"''^'^  "P«» 
For  these  are  tl!e  n.ain  n  t  n  1-  ',  Lu;""'''""  "'"""'r^  '^  '""^^  °^  posessions- 
am  with  the  most  profoun       u      issi  l  L^^^^^^^ 

and  mo.t  dutiful  servant     (sigld;:    ^0!^;  «— -«'  "-ble.  most  obed- 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle 


*     H     »     ■!     > 


Liexdenant-Goveriwr  Clarke  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  New-York  Papcn,  Gg.,  No.  53.  ] 

My  Lords,  New  York  Nov :  the  10.  1740. 

y  ^..'1.1 .  O.li,  I  l,,,ve  Uie  l,„„„r  l„  r«»i,e  jo„,  Lordsl.i,,,  l„ct»  of  llie  8  of  Augu.t 
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and  humbly  thank  your  Lordships  for  your  Report  in  favour  of  Indian  presents,  which  I  iiope 
will  be  ordered  to  be  sent. 

1  have  iiad  an  interview  nt  albany  this  Summer  with  the  six  Nations  of  Indians  and  have 
prevailed  on  them  to  take  into  the  Covenant  Chain  as  it  is  called,  all  the  Naliona  of  Indians 
under  the  Kings  protection  lying  to  the  Westward  and  Southward  of  us  as  far  as  the  River 
Messasipi,  this  1  think  the  most  likely  way  to  establish  an  universall  Peace  among  all  the 
Indians  and  to  make  it  lasting,  Coll :  Gooch  before  I  met  them  told  me  that  it  was  not  our  but 
the  Southern  Indians  among  whom  only  one  or  two  Mohocks  were  who  murdered  the 
people  in  Virginia  of  which  he  complained  to  your  Lordships  wherefore  I  past  that  by  in 
silence  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  send  to  your  Lordships  a  Copy  of  what  was  transacted  hoping 
that  in  what  I  have  done  I  have  obeyed  your  Lordships  Commands  to  your  satisfaction,  if  this 
union  proves  ineffectual  I  know  not  what  will  tie  them  I  could  wish  that  the  Colonies  to  the 
Westward  would  give  some  small  yearly  sum  as  this  doth  to  be  applied  in  presents  to  the 
Indians  and  that  the  Governors  would  prevail  on  the  principal  Nations  to  the  Westward  to 
send  Deputies  to  Albany  to  be  present  at  the  next  interview;  It  would  greatly  corroborate 
what  I  have  done,  and  by  conversing  freely  together  there  they  may  lay  a  foundation  for  such 
an  intimate  and  friendly  Correspondence  as  may  cement  them  for  ever,  I  have  writ  to  Coll  • 
Gooch  about  it,  but  I  fear  my  letter  did  not  reach  him  before  he  embarked  for  Jamaica 

The  Assembly  being  Just  now  up,  the  Acts  passed  by  them  could  not  be  got  ready  to  be 
sent  by  those  ships  but  so  soon  as  they  are  ingrossed  I  will  do  myself  the  honor  to  send  them 
to  your  Lordships,  I  am  with  the  highest  respect  and  honor  , 

My  Lords 

Your  Lordships 

most  humble  and 

fni     Ti.  TT    K,    .     ,      ,  most  obedient  Servant 

The  R«  Hoa-«  the  Lords  of  Trade.  Geo  :  Clarke 


<  '  ■  <»  11  » 


Conference  between  Lieutenant-Governor  Clarice  and  the  Six  Nations. 

Present— The  Hon""  Geo:  Clarke  Esq:  Lieut':  Governor  &« 
Philip  Livingston       \ 
Philip  Cortlandt         VEsq"  of  the  Council 
Diiniel  Ilorsmnnden  I 

The  Commissioners  for  managing  Indian  Affairs. 
Copy. 

Proposition    made   by   the   Hon"'"   George    Clarke   Esq"   Lieuf   Govern'    and 
Commander  in  chief  of  the  I'rovince  of  New  York  &«  To  the  six  Nations 
of  Indians  Viz'  the  Mohnvvks  Oneydes,  O„ondnges,  Cayouges.  Sinnekes  and 
Tuskarores,  at  Albany  the  10  day  of  August  1740. 
Bretheren 

I  intended  to  have  met  you  last  year,  but  the  small  pox  a  distemper  that  has  ever  proved 
fatal  to  you  being  then  very  rife  in  New  York  I  was  fearful  that  the  infection  might  be  conveyed 
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continue  inviolable  ^  tl^eZ  ^  Z::!^:^:'^'  rotherly  aBection.  whicl.  ,  hope  will 
enemies  who  leave  no  n,ean.  unessayeTt    d       e^  '"n  ""'''  ''"'^  '"^^'^es  of  our  ol.i 

length  to  root,  out  your  name  an,I  Nu Ins    hi    .1  ""  °''"'''"''  '°  ^^''•"'^•^"  ""^^  «' 

ungovernable  passions  of  y  ur  '  t^  e"  mi  7""'  T""^  ^""  '"''"  ^""  ^^"  ''"^  '^« 
Of  this  the  frequent  and  almost corm'nfl"-  T'  '°"'"  "'"^  '-^'^Counsells  fruitless, 
to  destroy  the'distant  nation  or;;  wh  ^  V""";"'' '''  ^renchjparties  who  go  out 
«ngrant  instance.  Nor  have  the  french  a'l  Z  o.lS"  T  .T  f*"'""^  °''  ^"""^^  '«  « 
enlarge  their  Dominions  to  bring  iZesJitnr^:.^  ^'"'  '"''"•  '"'"■  '^  '«  ^^iefly  to 

and  to  maKe  them  subservient  fo  t;r:tv::srt^;eT'^\''^^^  '^^""^ 

conduct  very  different  from  ours  who  trea  all  mZ  V  "^'>^/'"'^«  ^•'•'-  "gainst  them;  A 
protection  of  the  Great  King  yourtu/er  with  b  "l'         "^    ■  "'  "'"  ""  '"'''  ''^ 

to  protect  them  in  their  fr/edom.        t  s^i  '    ^Ht""  '""  ""'  ""'"""''>'  «'"'^>""? 

heaven,  Nor  do  .e  seek  occasions  to  ex.i  ,e ^^0,  Jm  '""T"  '"  """'^''  "^  "^«  ^''^^^^  '" 
No  on  the  contrary  we  unite  them  wkh  u     we  r  .  "''"'"  "''  ^''''  '»"*^«  "«  ""'"nee, 

kindness  and  humanity  suffer  g  the  to  eZirt"  T  Tl'"''"'  '"'"^  "'"^  "««  ^''^  ""h 
In  this  difference  of  our  conduct  nd  bat  7tl  '"T  'l  ""''"«'  "'""'"'  disturbance 
freedom  and  Slavery  between  Engishe    1     fri^'r     "'''   .'  "'"  'he  diff^erence  between 

wMch  of  them  is  thi  most  eligible^!:? zriti::;^:;;^ u^  1^::^  "^^""'"^ ''  -' 

You  are  when  you  are  united  like  a  scron-'  Rone  made    .n    ^,^^^- 
when  twisted  together  resists  the  greatest  force  bub         ^  "^■"'^"J^  «•"""  'breads,  which 
broken  the  method  your  enemies  m.-fke  Ise  of  tn  t       ^  ""^'""'"'^  '^''  ^'^^^''''^^  "  •«  ^^-^Y 
assail  you  when  twisted  toget  er  t  "y    h    efore  e  . ,  "       '""  I  ""  ''''  '^"""'  ''«  ■"  -'"  '" 
of  the  threads  by  leading  your  vo  t7o    Iv    Tr  r"'  '°  ^''"^'  y""  ^'^^^  "»^n  ^'renk  so 

^.■hereby  the  rop'e  will  b!  LI  ;;!.;::,:,;  f^^^  f"-'  -'"  P-e  fatal  to  then, 

tis  bigh  tin,e  therefore  to  apply  y„urselve    1  e-m  K  to  m  .    "'"'  -'""'•^  ^'^  '''  ^•"•'^"  '-■^' 

the  grass  that  they  may  1  d\heir  L"   T^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

liberty,  virtue  and  honor;  are  thev  lover    o    1      "  v  I      ..      '"'""  """^  "'''  '""  "°''""-^  "' 
of  theirs  but   teach  them   this  gd.i       lie   „    d  .  V"' "''""""^  to  deprive  others 

others  should  do  to  them;  ,s  LjJ!:l:\^;Z;CZ::-!'''r   '"T^^-"'"  '""^ 
vices  are  of  butchering  their  felh.w  creatures  ^JZ  '""'  ''*''*^'^'"l'l^'  the 

given  them  no  provacation.     Is  coward  ce  a     ceh     T  N  ""''  "''"'''  ''"""'^'^'^  ^'^  '"'- 
•hey  despise    tell    them  it    is    b^  ^^cow  ^^    7 '"'  / 

Childrenandthattlu-scalpswhichtl    vbr;  if      r  ''"''   d-'enceless   women  and 

valour  will  he  n.onument    of  ,1     r  Wb.     tv    nT  ''  ""'n'  "''  ''''''  ""'"''-  '"'  '"-^ 

Ar„,s'.  the  savage  beasts  will  fn.lt  i     tr^Z^^^  ""'  "'7  ''"'''  '"  ''''  "-'  "^ 

Have  they  filial  piety  and  brotherly  a.Ie    i     7,  7.    l     """'"  ,""'  '"""  """'  ^"  ''""^-- 
kindred  and  every  ,i,i„g  that  is  dear  to    ie,'      .,  ''"'  H'en.selves  to  defend  their 

they  should   b«  invaded'  that  J-i        e        ^        k'  !  ""  "'^""'^'^  "'  ^"^  ----  '^  "'  -y  tin,e 
your  arn.s  for  my  part  it  is  n.y  kin.   con  e.  "  f"  ""^  '"'''"'"''''>•  ''°f'«  '"■•  ""^"•^-^  i" 

your  peace  and  ha  piuess  ve^^m  ^      '"J""  ''"'  ;"''^r  ""  '''"'  ^""^  '"  ^■°"  '  '-« 

y  at  hta.t,  and  very  zealously  wish  your  prosperity  I  would 

'  their  Liberty,  ^'cu,.y«,k  Council  Mi„uU,,  XLX.,  43.-ED. 


J  me 
lem, 

ce 
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linve  nil  the  severall  nations  of  Indians  under  tiie  Kings  protection  how  near  or  how  distant' 
they  live  to  or  Crom  us,  united  in  one  common  covenant  chain  of  friendsiiip  and  alliance  such 
nn  union  would  secure  you  all  from  the  open  attempts  or  secret  snares  of  your  enen)ies  he 
they  who  they  will  And  if  there  be  any  other  nations  who  have  not  yet  put  tliemselves  under 
his  Majesties  Protection  that  you  are  willing  to  cultivate  &  good  understanding  with,  and  who 
may  be  worthy  your  alliance  invite  them  to  it,  make  them  your  fust  friends  by  that  and  all 
other  Acts  of  friendship  and  humanity  that  your  united  body  may  still  be  stronger  and  your 
enemies  have  more  cause  to  dread  you  if  they  should  unjustly  attempt  any  thing  against  you,  of 
whose  secret  practices  too  you  ought  always  to  be  watchfull  You  have  been  long  acquainted 
with  their  Acts,  what  is  the  end  think  you  they  propose  to  themselves  in  attempting  to  seduce 
you,  is  it  trade?  No  they  have  a  more  beneficial  one  with  other  Nations  nor  have  they  goods 
always  to  supply  you  or  them  with  I  will^  you  what  it  is.  You  lie  too  near  them  you  are  able 
to  annoy  them  when  they  give  you  just  provocation  or  to  restrain  them  from  their  wonted 
cruelty  to  Nations  lying  beyond  you  or  in  alliance  with  you;  And  now  knowing  their  views 
you  ought  carefully  to  guard  against  their  Acts  and  intrigues  and  trusting  to  your  own  virtue 
nn  extensive  alliance,  and  the  great  King  you  fathers  protection,  you  may  live  in  peace  and 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  your  labour  with  the  utmost  satisfaction  and  security  If  you  neglect  my 
advice,  you  will  sooner  or  later  have  cause  to  repent  it,  think  seriously  of  it  and  let  your 
memory  witness  for  me  that  I  gave  you  timely  warning  of  your  fate;  but  I  hope  better  things 
from  you,  and  in  that  hope,  I  now  renew  brighten  ami  strengthen  the  Covenant  chain,  assuring 
you  that  we  will  all  on  our  part  be  carefull  to  keep  it  from  rust  and  preserve  it  inviolable  to  the 
end  of  the  world,  and  I  expect  the  same  from  you. 

Gave  a  Belt  of  Wampum. 

Brethren 

I  am  informed  that  some  of  the  Onondage  Sacliims  went  to  Canada  to  speak  with  the 
Governor  of  that  place,  after  you  had  all  been  acquainted  v.'itli  my  resolution  to  meet  you 
here  this  Summer  and  not  long  before  the  interpreter  went  to  summon  you  hither  which  1 
cannot  but  resent  but  after  what  1  have  already  said  I  hope  none  of  you  will  be  any  more 
misled  by  a  people  whom  you  have  to  much  cause  to  suspect  of  secret  designs  ag*  you. 

(Jave  a  string  of  Wampum. 

Brethren, 

I  am  very  glad  that  the  design  which  some  of  you  had  to  stop  the  road  to  Oswego  is  hiid 
aside  and  the  wiser  Resolution  taken  of  keeping  it  open  Your  own  interest  is  highly  concerned 
in  having  a  place  of  trade  in  the  middle  of  your  Nations,  and  1  am  perswaded  that  you  feel 
the  good  effects  of  it  more  and  more  Suffer  not  therefore  any  more  interruption  to  be  given  to 
the  Traders  but  encourage  them  to  frequent  that  market  by  all  the  good  offices  and  assistance 
you  can  give  them  You  are  sensible  that  [  take  all  possible  care,  that  you  should  be  well  used 
in  your  dealings,  nor  is  that  all  the  benefit  you  receive  by  having  a  Smith  reside  in  the 
remotest  of  your  Nations  enables  you  to  make  your  hunting  turn  to  a  better  account  than 
otherwise  it  would,  for  your  Guns  are  now  kept  in  good  repair,  without  the  loss  of  time  in 
travelling  far  from  home  to  have  them  mended  when  they  want  it 

Gave  a  Siring  of  Wampum 


'  soever.  Ibid,  44. 


tell.  Ibid,  .16.  —  Ki). 
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Brethren  '  ^^^ 

I  liigl.ly  commend  your  Wisdom  in  not  sufferinR  the  frenr-h  tn  .m  r    r 
you  are  too  well  ac-quainted  with  them  not  to  knot  Ihu   f  .  ^  "^  "'  Tierondequnt 

l>ut  a  small  fishing  hut  there  thev  wonir.  7  ^  ^'""'  P^'-'"'^^'^"  ^'ey  had  built 

what  had  become  o   Vourli     mTv      '"""  7'^°"'/""'-  '-"^ve  have  built  a  (ort.     And  the, 

Pleasure  have  ^^^^'^^^7 IJ ;:::zz^ti:;;::T  r:  'T'  '-  -'  ^^^'^ 

would  set  upon  them  whereby  you  would  in  -ishor.  u       ^T     "'  "'^'''''"  P"''  '^'y 

condition  and  if  you  do  not  IpeedilT  II    ,n  "'  ^"  '''^''''^  ''^  ^  •"««'  '^'^P'°'-'''ble 

treachery  .ainthel  ends.  anrrt;:r!:erer:TeL':;T::el^^^^^^^  '"^  '""^  ^^ 

Gave  a  Belt. 

Brethren. 

Upon  complaint  made  to  the  Great  Kinir  your  Father  hv  tl.o  r„  r  ,r.    . 

of  Your  Young  men  had  murdered  some  of  hi,  I  I  ^^  ^he  Governor  of  Virginia  that  some 
his  Mnjestys  conunands  to  conle  ."  Ir  d  n  T?  "'''''''''  '"  ^'^''  '""^'"'^^  '  '"•^'^-v-ed 
under  his^Majestys  prote:ti:  f^  ^.M  d  ^ed  ^  C  ''"  ""'  ""  "^/'^'""^  °^  '"'""- 
acquaint  you.  which    hev  did  and  vn„  Iv  7  Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs  to 

n-ight  beihe  bett  r  pr  pLe  to  o'i  n  I'Tr?""  ""'"'''""  '"  ^""^  '"'°  '^'  ""'^  ^'^'-^^  you 
of  this  interview.  Ail  t'  e  NatLns  u2?J.  K  '"  "'"  '"''  '"'  ""^  P"''^  '^^^  ^-i-- 
Southward  of  you.  e  „  L  f  r  a  the  t  l^;"''  "n  f '""'  "'"  "^^  ''^  '"«  ^^^'^-^  -^ 
time,  were  it  not    hat  we  a  e  now  ac^.  ""^        """  ''"'  ''"■•  ^''P"^'^^  '^'^'-'-  »»  this 

desired  me  to  negotiLrtl  e  peac"  onldr":'?  '"  "•""'"  "'"'  ^^P^'"'  '^°"*^^-  '^''^^  ''«- 
ahsolut.,  and  .  I  soleml.;;  ^^^^Irt  L  J^.^'S- r  '''''  ""  '"^  '^  '""^  ^^ 

affection  with  each  other     a       t In    vou  mnv T  '".'  '  ^''-'^^^'^^ ''"-'dship and  brotherly 

the  Nations  lyin,  to  the  ^^li^riJZo::^^::;^;::^::^^^^^^^^       that  a?; 

family  you  'will  be  carefull  of  ech  others  S  fttv  .   7       T  ''""'  "'""""'  ^"'  ^'^'"^  "«  «"« 

that  you  shall  know  to  be  formed  :grstt7ory  :7;::^o7yT:r^^'^''"«^"^r^"^^ 

you  give  immediate  notice  thereof  to  the  uJnnJ  ^       ^  ''"''  ^"'^"'"^^  ^"t  that 

faithfully  promise,  on  the  part  of  .|  n ,         "^^/^V"''""^  «"^-'>  «  design  is  formed,  this  I 

of  you.  shall  be  perf^r  IdTy  t     m  to  vou    n  l7        ""''"  '"  ""  ^"'"'^"'^^  ""''  ^^^'ward 
me  on  your  part  ^  ^      ""^  ^  ''P*^"'  ^''^  "^^"^^  '•'«  '"^^  ^o'emn  promise  to 

Gave  a  Belt  of  Wampum 

c»,m„.  I,u.  be  „l  ej/d  wd,^ru  17' „,,"";  ''"I'",'"'"  °''  ""  '"'  Child..,,  n„d  ,„l,Jec« 
expect.  U„„dl  do  Ll,„"lt'N"nr„rr1'^  T""  "°""°""y-  "■'"  ""J"  "'•"'f»'» 
So'„.l,»„rd  a„d  We.,:  d  f  e^  /  ,  "  ,"2""  "  ^  "V"''  '"°"'"'°"  '''"^  ■"  "" 
chni,,  with  us,  ..  f„lly  „„d  „Jo lue  !  .",„!„       T     """  """"'fP'  ''"»  "'«   »»™»"' 


iit^^^ 
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Urethren  in  all  respects  ns  amply  as  if  they  had  been  born  and  bred  in  your  own  Castles  and 
houses  and  descended  from  your  Ancestors.  To  confirm  what  I  have  said  I  give  this  Belt  of 
Wampum  wliicli  I  desire  may  be  i^ept  by  you  for  ever. 

A  true  coj)y  examined  and  compared  I" 

Ph:    lilVINOSTON 

Sec'^  to  the  Indian  Affairs. 

Pjiesext— The  Hon'''"  George  Clarke  Esq:  &c. 
Pliillip  Livingston       ] 
Phillip  Cortlandt         W">sq"  of  the  Council 
Dan'  Horsmanden        ) 
The  Commissioners  for  managing  the  Indian  affairs. 


Answf 
Li 


er  made  by  (he  Six  Nations  of  Indians  to  his  Honor  GeorgeClarke  Esquire 
^ieut'  Governour  &"=  In  Albany  this  12  day  of  Aug:  1740. 


Brother  Corlaer 

You  spoke  to  us  the  other  day  and  we  have  very  well  understood  the  purport  of  what  you 
said  we  do  not  intend  to  repeat  it  word  for  word  but  only  answer  the  principal  heads. 

You  told  us  the  reason  you  did  not  come  up  before  was  that  the  small  Pox  were  at  New  York, 
that  you  was  fearful  that  distemper  would  spread,  that  therefore  it  was  out  of  tenderness  to  us 
that  you  did  not  come. 

You  said  also  that  you  was  very  glad  to  see  us  here,  we  are  also  glad  of  the  opportunity  to 
see  you  our  Brother  iiere. 

Brother  Corlaer, 

You  also  said  that  the  reason  of  your  coming  was  to  renew  that  antient  Silver  Covenant 
Chain  which  has  so  long  united  our  fore  Fathers,  and  to  brighten  and  strengthen  the  same,  and 
that  the  Covenant  Chain  was  so  strong  and  bright  that  no  Enemy  can  ever  breake  the  same 
while  the  world  endures 

Brother  Corlaer 

We  the  Six  Nations  do  also  as  well  as  you  renew  that  antient  covenant  Chain  which  has 
so  long  subsisted  between  our  for«  Fathers,  and  make  the  same  bright  clear  and  strong,  and 
promise  on  our  part  that  it  shall  endure  to  the  end  of  the  World.  No  one  that  has  entered  into 
Covenant  with  us  has  ever  had  reason  to  complain  of  us  that  we  have  been  Covenant  breakers. 

Gave  a  Belt  of  Wampum 

Brother  Corlaer, 

You  also  said  that  you  had  acquainted  the  Com"  and  they  us,  that  you  intended  shortly  to 
meet  us  here  and  that  we  should  stay  at  home  and  not  go  to  Canada  We  confes  it  was  {old 
us.  You  said  likewise  that  you  very  much  resented  that  some  of  the  Onomiage  Sachims  are 
gone  to  Canada,  but  we  hope  you  will  excuse  them  they  are  not  gone  there  to  do  us  hurt,  but 
for  the  advantage  of  us  all. 

Gave  a  String  of  Wampum 


'I^ff?-*- 
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Brother  Corlaer  ^^^ 

o/;4„:':jr  ::L:;::;:;,v;;r  z:  ::2z--r  r'"'  -^  '^' "»»"  •» 

a  vast  advantage  to  the  Six  NationH   bee  1  ZV  \u        '"'^''  °^  °"'"  ^''''°"^-  ^^nt  it  is 

think  Brother,  that  your  peopi    whi     ad      hire  1      '1    "'  "'"'  "^  "^"^  °^  '^-'^  »"'  -« 
as  good  for  then,  as  a  Silver  mini  '''  ^''^  ""'"'  *''^"""'S«  ^^  '^'  °"<1  that  it  is 

Brother 

the,  a„  g™„„„y  i„  „„„.  „f  ™.  InoT  n'r'Tl;  IT'  ""'I,",'  ?'  ""'^"■''  P- 
Brother 

may  give  any  reason  or  be  the  oelion  of  an^O         7'  T  '""'  ''  ''''  '""^'''''^  «*  Oswego 
We  desire  also  that  B-Corlaer  w  |   L        ^    r      "'  '''«'"'-^>-'»"-  between  us.  ^ 

at  Oswego.  ''''  ^'"  '^'^  '^^'''^  '''^'  -«  """y  ^-  better  paid  for  building  houses 

Gave  a  String  of  Wampum 
His  Hon'  ansv/ered  them 

that  you  should  carry  any  of  "heir  JnaMer^hr  '  T  '""^  "  "i""^-  "  ""''»  "  "  "»' 
i.  frou,  you,  for  ■ha.'louL  L  a  ^e  a"  o  dltoT/",!.  °"7"'  """  ""'"'  ""y  J"  ■'"'" 
.heu.  a.  .heir  Uherty  aad  „„.  ."o™  'rl^Z  Zr  t:  , tatr^f 'h'  '°'  °*'  '°  ""^« 
advantage  lo  you  a.  well  aa  the  lar  Mationa  '  "    *  "  "'"""''J'  '  S'eat 

.herrktrafi^itairgt^or::  rdeir'  ?'"'"  %''-^'  ^"^  ^  '=  -  p-™- 

.ha.  th.  more  akin,  are  bro' gh.To,;:  '  o„7,  ere  The  T''    ''""  I'""  '''""' '''  "P="™'' 

-.  ^n  general  and  to^  ^^^^^  :::t:::  :2:z^-:rz'""'' '"' 

Then  the  Indians  proceeded 

Tir„x„::„d".Lr;fM:ri:; »"  rritt:-  Ti  '"^r-*  r- "--'  -  -* " 

build  a  strong  fort.  We  perceive  th^thn  h  ^  ^  u  .  ''""^  ''"'  '''"'■«•  ^^^Y  ^«"Icl  soon 
we  are  fully  fesolved  that' n'uhertu  nor  tC'^  n^  '?"?  '"^^"'  ^°  ""'''  *^"^  P'-«.  ^ut 
you  and  the  Governor  of  Canada  a'out  th.tpL"  "h  ^^  ''""  '^  '  •^'^^'^^^^  »'«'-«- 
there  we  think  it  would  breed  mi  chief  sunh'^^  m        "^'  ""'^  '' ''''  ''''''  «'^°"'^  settle 

trading  house  at  Oswego  and  tha  at  Nil."  a  .T      ""         ^  ''""■"  ^""  "^"«'  "«  ^"ink  the 
to  near  generally  quarrd  about  the  IrarLve  TZr'    ''  ^"'  ^''^^'  ''''  ^'^'^'"^  ''--» 
Vo..  VI.  23 
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Brother, 

You  also  told  ua,  that  you  compared  us  to  a  rope  which  being  twisted  together  is  difficult  to 
be  broken,  but  when  untwisted  and  divided  into  threads  then  it  is  easily  brolien.  We  think, 
not  that  we  civide  this  rop  s  of  which  you  speak  but  on  the  contrary  strengtl  ;n  the  sama,  by 
making  friendship  and  alliance  with  many  Nations  which  has  always  been  commanded  us 
by  all  the  Goveraours  of  New  York,  All  the  Indians  which  were  formerly  our  enemies  are  now 
entered  into  the  Covenant  with  us,  almost  as  far  as  the  river  Missisjipi 

Brother.  You  also  said  that  you  spoke  in  the  name  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  our  father, 
that  it  is  his  Will  that  all  the  Nations  of  Indians  under  his  protection  should  be  as  one  body. 
As  our  father  the  Great  King  has  commanded  us  that  we  siio'd  be  as  one  flesh  and  blooci  with 
the  Indians  ro  the  Southward  and  Westward  as  far  as  Mississipi  so  we  accept  of  them  as 
Brethren  that  we  may  be  united  as  one  body,  one  heart  and  one  flesh  according  to  the  Kings 
commandment  But  then  we  desire  that  some  of  the  Sachims  of  those  Southern  Indians  do 
come  here  which  will  much  Strengthen  and  confirm  this  treaty,  we  will  give  them  two  \ears 
time  to  come  and  la  the  mean  time  keep  at  home  all  our  fighting  luen. 

In  former  times  we  were  but  five  Nations  but  now  so  many  ?>re  entered  mto  the  Co*  Chain 
with  U3,  bnth  to  the  Westward  and  Northward  that  they  are  almost  innumerable  whom  we 
must  all  acq'  v.'ith  this  ireaty  to  keep  them  at  home  from  going  to  fight  ag*  the  Southern  Indians, 
who  are  thi^  only  Nations  which  are  not  entered  into  Covenant  with  us. 

Brother.  The  last  belt  you  gave  us  to  link  u?  and  the  Southern  Nations  together  we  accept 
of,  and  it  stiall  be  kept  at  Ouondage  we  promise  that  when  those  Southern  Indians  come  he;e 
we  will  jive  them  a  Belt  to  answer  this. 

His  Honof  answered  them 

Brethren.  If  you  are  in  earnert  ab'  the  Peace  of  which  we  now  treat  you  would  not  insist 
upon  those  Nationo  sending  a  numbei  o'  tiieir  Sachims  here,  no  more  than  you  did  those  to 
the  V/estward  and  North'vard  and  those  trenlics  were  made  without  the  spf^cial  command 
of  the  King  your  father,  but  in  this  cast  the  King  himself  interposes  and  it  is  his  will  as  a 
common  father  that  you  should  live  as  Brethren  together  It  is  impossible  that  all  the  Nations 
to  tlia  Southward  should  meet  yo"  here  of  any  where  But  they  have  made  choice  of  me  and 
1  stand  iu  their  stead  and  as  1  told  you  before  i  do  engage  myself  that  they  shall  perform 
what  !  have  promised  in  their  behalf 

Beforo  I  deliver  you  the  presents  which  I  told  some  of  you  I  had  from  the  Governor  of 
Virginia  for  yon  in  case  you  firmly  and  solemnly  accepted  all  tlie  Nations  oi  Indians  living  to 
the  Southward  and  Westw*  r.s  far  as  the  Uiv«^r  Mississipi  who  are  under  his  Majestys  obedience 
and  subjection  into  the  Covenai.f  Chain  I  expect  that  you  will  receive  them  and  conclude  a 
^i-'ce  with  me  in  their  behalf  and  rsturn  me  a  token  to  send  the  Gov  of  Virginia  as  an 
sverlasting  testimony  that  you  have  concluded  sufh  a  peace  with  them 

The  answer  of  the  Six  Nations  to  what  his  Honor  said  now 
Brother.  You  just  now  told  us  that  you  was  fully  empowered  by  the  Indians  to  the  Southvard 
and  Westward  ik  far  as  Mississipi  and  that  you  can  transact  tlii«  attiiir  us  fully  as  if  they  were 
present  and  that  you  engage  for  their  performance  of  this  treaty  (Jn  which  considerction  we 
do  agree  to  the  letnis  required  by  vou  and  receive  all  the  Indians  aforesaid  into  the  Cov'  Chain 
with  U3  an(t  shall  ever  look  upon  them  as  our  Brethren  ami  as  our  own  flesh  as  if  they  had 
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=:r  x:::;ix^  .::rj:':vL?;z  ;z,::rj:;,r:  T'r  °^  "'--- 

A  true  Copy  examined  &  compared  P' 

I'hi  :  Livingston 

Sec'-''  to  the  Indian  Affuirs. 


►  '«♦».» 


Lieutenant-Govevnor-  Clarhe  to  the  Duhe  of  Newcastle. 

[New-Tork  Pap«™.  (a.  P.  o.)  No.  9.  p.  Tr.  ] 

My  Lord.  New-York  Febr"  the  2S">  174J. 

ju!t- ::L7;i:;ro::o": "  ;t;f::r  t:::;'," ;"  °'^'""^^ '- ''-'  ^--"-^'-  ^^«  ^-^« 

of  Parliament  of  the  6-  o    OueenA       T  '  ^°'"'"''^"^'"g  '"^  to  take  care  that  the  act 

plantations,  be  for  the  utur  ^bs"  ed  a'^d'  o^t  '""'''"•"'  '"  "^"  ^'  '°^^'«"  ^"'^  '»  ^l- 
pubhsh  the  i„,.ruction  Id  d  o„  th.  „  Tr  n  """T"  ''^  '"^'^'^^  corr.manding  me  to 
as  the  best  n.thod  I  c  ul  th  u  of  o  dt^h  ^^^^'"^^ '-''-- '>-  -closed  procl.nation. 
act  of  Parliament  will  do  the  b  sil    i       T  "'^^ '"'y' ^"*  '  ^'^'^  ""'"'ng  but  another 

being  made  in  paper  m^n  y  and  rerl  ^  '/nT;"."  """,*"'  '''  ""^"^  '"'''  ^^'' 
understood  that  b    that  act  no  m.n  LoM    \^  »       ^  ''"''"'"''"  ^°°^«'    ^'^^^'^^^  '»  '» 

thought  proper  to  put  ^t.!;:^:  .  ^^^  ol::  T  "T^"V  "'  ''  '-'''  '' 
that  if  it  were  at  once  made  sterling  if  Z  i     k  ^T  °'"'"  '^°°''  '  '""^''"'"^  '«  ^^'ink 

Kngland,  nor  do  I  see  t^^  t  w"  |  fb    aT  .  "'"'  '"^  '"  "'"""'^«*'  °^  ^"'^  '^'-'="""t«  '" 

is  the  opinion  of  those  wTthr'    r  ,  I'i!"?","'  '"  ^'"  "'"■''''"'"^  '"  ^••"«"'^'^-     «»<!  '^is 

reduce  L  Ballance  I  i'  T  T^  ,  ' ^U  t  d  i  '  '""  "I"'"  ""-^^  ''''  ''  "'"  '^^^^  -.t 
any  other  standard.  '  ""''  "  '""^'  "'  '"''^"^  ^«  '"'^^'^^  '«  «teriing  as  to 

from  thence  am  a ^  t^  eteL  ,:";:?:;':  ""^"'"^\'  '  '"'"'"  ^^'"''  -^->-  '  -uid  and 
charges  him  with  tho'  JZJ^J^  ^  ^r^.^r''^::  ^'''T'''  "'■  ^"''  '''  '^""'^''''- 
Attorney  General  likewise  to  e  „u  re  into  iw  J 1:"  """  """""'  '  ""'^^'^'^  "'« 

«ome  of  the  facts,  and  believed  leshm^d  J  7  7  "''""  ""'"""^  P"««aded  of  the  truth  of 
Lush  to  be  arrested  on  an  Ad  r  |  v  v-^r  uT  '7  7'"  n  !'""'  '"""'  "'""""''""  '^  — <* 
insisting  on  his  giving  two    1  ,   '   iV  '  T.r  ^'^""^  "  '""'  '"  ""-"  ^°"^'  "g^'-^^  hin,. 

hi«.tobai.ongfving'o  irfor;;o^       ;  "'":  "^  ^""'  'he  Judge  admitted 

irregularuiescmnpia!nedl^a?i  'i;     7,^^^^^  -'"  '"  —for  the 
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encouragement  of  Seamen  to  enter  into  his  Maj'^'  service,  with  his  Maj'^  procl'"  relating 
thereto,  which  I  have  caused  to  be  published  in  all  the  Cities,  Towns  and  Counties  of  the 
Province,  hoping  the  encouragement  given  by  the  Act  will  be  a  great  inducement  to  His 

Majesties  subjects  to  fit  out  privateers,  which  I  will  promote  to  the  utmost  of  my  power 

I  do  myself  the  honor  likewise  to  inform  Your  Grace,  that  I  have  very  lately  received  His 
Majo"'  order  in  Council  on  the  27  of  Dec'  1739  for  Stores,  and  humbly  presume  to  hope  that 
Your  Grace  will  extend  your  goodness  to  the  Province,  that  they  may  be  soon  sent  hither. 

I  Beg  leave  to  acquaint  Your  Grace,  that  on  the  19"-  of  the  last  month,  I  received  from 
Admiral  Vernon  a  letter,  whereof  the  enclosed  is  a  copy;  [  thought  no  time  was  to  be  lost  in 
domg  what  I  could  to  distress  the  Enemy,  wherefore  I  summoned  the  Council  immediately 
and  made  the  enclosed  order,  which  has  not  been  only  obeyed,  but  thought  necessary  by  the 
Merchants.    I  am  told  that  M'  Vernon  likewise  wrote  to  the  same  effect  to  the  oth^r  Govern" 
on  the  continent ;  I  considered  how  the  Merchants,  if  they  were  so  disposed,  might  elude  the 
force  of  that  order  (and  I  doubt  there  are  some  here  and  in  other  provinces  who  would  not 
scruple  to  do  it  if  they  might  with  safety  and  without  a  forfeiture  of  their  Bond ).     And  I  soon 
perceived  it  might  be  done  by  sending  their  Vessells  to  Barbadoes  or  some  of  the  Leeward 
Islanos,  unloading  them  there,  getting  a  certificate  from  the  Collector,  and  then  loading  them 
again  with  the  same  provisions  and  sending  them  from  thence  to  Curacoa,  Statia  orS»  Thomas 
and  this  method  I  feared  they  would  take  upon  a  presumption  that  Admiral  Vernon  might  not 
write  to  the  Governors  of  those  Islands,  both,  because  they  are  seldom  supply'd  with  more 
provisions  than  the  inhabitants  want  for  their  own  use  and  because  vessells  seldom  go  thither 
from  Jamaica,  wherefore,  I  wrote  to  the  Governors  of  those  Islands,  sending  them  a  copy  of 
Admiral  Vernon's  letter,  acquainting  them  with  the  order,  I  had  made  thereon,  and  with  my 
apprehensions  that  the  Enemy  might  be  supplyed  in  the  manner  I  have  done  myself  the  honor 
to  mention;  nor  did  any  thoughts  rest  there,  I  considered  further,  that  we  have  little  more 
wheat  in  the  Province  than  the  last  years  crop,  that  the  great  number  of  Soldiers  and  sailors 
which  were  daily  expected  to  arrive  in  Jamaica  from  England,  and  the  land  forces  raised  in 
these  provinces,  would  require  a  vast  deal  of  bread  and  flour,  and  that  tho'  wheat  be  not 
wanted  m  Englnnd,  yet  the  high  price  it  bears  there,  would  make  the  victuallers  look  to  these 
provinces  for  their  supply,  and  that  it  would  be  too  late  to  provide  for  that  when  the  wheat  is 
ship  t  off;  I  therefore  thought  it  highly  necessary  to  forbid  the  transportation  of  wheat  out  of 
he  1  rovince.  especially  apprehending  that  the  merchants  would  soon  ship  off  great  quantiles 
to  Lisbon  and  other  parts  of  Europe,  (it  being  understood  that  wheat  was  not  included  in  the 
order  of  the  19".  of  January)  and  accordingly  on  the  fourth  of  this  month.  I  laid  an  Embargo  on 

Lt'w  iL  ur       Tl       '  ""■''  ""  '""''  ""^  ''•^"•'"'  ""'  """  '  «"'^  -y  apprehensions  were 
not  without  foundation,  great  quantities  being  intended  to  be  transported  and  several  Vessells 

being  arrived  from  Lisbon  and  others,  looked  Tor  to  he  loaden  with  wheat-I  hope  I  have  not 

gone  further  t  an  I  ought,  if  I  have.  I  beseech  Your  Grace  to  impute  it  to  the  warmth  of  my 

eal  for  His  Maj.>.  service,     I  humbly  beg  the  continuance  of  Your  Graces  protection,  and 

leave  to  subscribe  myself  '   ""-i^nu",  auu 

My  Lord 

Your  Graces 

most  humble  most  obedient  and 

iTi=  r-         .1     T^  .       r^.  most  dutiful  servant 

II.S  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle.-  (3igned)  Gko  C.ahkh. 
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Sir! 


[N«w-Tork  P.i«ni.  ( s.  P.  0.)  Na  »,  p.  80.] 

Port  Royal,  Jamaica  IS**  Nov'  1740. 


only  of  the  large  squadron  of  twelve  SDanishmr„r  /'  "'"""^  '"  "'^'^  ««««•  "°» 

two  as  large  squadrons  of  French  ^lip  Zr^  BrTst  a„I  TouZ  'V^  ""  T  '"^  "'^^'^^  ^^^ 
reinforcement  being  under  orders  for  Lmil.  t  '  ''^''^  "''«  ^^^^'^^  "^^  !a'ge 

fate  of  this  war  is  drawing t"  ^ H  is  and  d '""  ""'■'  ".''''  "  ""  *^""'^"  P-^^^^^'^y'  the 
befalling  us.  might  be  fata^  our  se  ions  iTres"  "  T'  ^"'  "  ^"^  '"•«^°''"- 
will  rely  on  being  supplyed  with  DrovZnrf  '''''  '"'^  ''  ^  '^'""^  ^''^^^  «1"«'J'-°n« 

French  Ports  before  Te  Cy  coL  to  a'"";/^'''"  ^r"". ''"''''  ""'^^  ^'""'ediately  from  the 

afterwards.  I  can't  omit  reciend„rtovour  "^  "'"'  "  '""  ^''"■"  '"'  ''""""^ 
no  one  permitted  at  this  critic^M  nc  fe  toTar  o  Tf  T ""'  '''  ""  '^'^J"  «^"'-'  ^^  ^ave 
Bond,  not  to  land  his  provisions  a  ay  Wh  o"  Du'h  ^^  ''T'''  without  giving  sufficient 
^J^ie^wl^.   all   they  can   raise   ^il.   ;^Z^T^- Z  ZtZ^':^t 

.oi!;^:.::: -r :  ::r- ^:  rr- :- — •  ^  -  ^^  -o  sort. 

I  am 

Sir 

To  The  Hono'^"  George  Clarke  Esq  :  ^°"'  '"""'  °^'«^'ent  humble  servant 

£•  Vkhnon' 


*■■<■!» 


^^■'"'^^"^■^^•^^*"''''  ^^^'-^-^  to  ihe  Duke  of  Rewcaetle. 

[  Now-Vork  r«p,ri  ( H.  r.  o. )  No.  9,  p.  88.  ] 

My  Lord.  New  York  March  IS""  174y. 

V.'.l.Tj,.y  „  ,l„„p  „„iv  J     ;  1  V,  „  ''™''.""""  '  '"'■"I'ly  "*  Vo„r  (i,„c..s  ,,ar,l„„._ 
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some  private  letters  say  two  tliousand ;  that  Gen'  Wentwortli'  and  the  OflScers  were  in  good 
health ;  That  four  French  men  of  War  fell  in,  in  the  evening,  with  four  of  S'  Chaloners  Ogles 
squadron  off  of  Hispaniola  as  they  were  going  down  to  Jamaica,  that  they  engaged  most  part 
of  the  night,  but  that  in  the  morning  the  French  made  some  excuse  for  what  they  had  done 
and  made  for  port  Louis  where  the  rest  of  their  fleet  then  lay ;  that  Adm'  Vernon  sent  two 
Frgots  to  see  where  they  were  a  little  before  he  left  Jamaica,  but  they  were  all  gone  from  Port 
Louis  and  could  not  be  found  by  those  Frigots,  wherefore  it  was  conjectured  they  were 
gone  to  Carthagene.  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  give  your  Grace  this  Intelligence  that  I  had  from 
the  Master  of  the  sloop,  which  is  in  General  supposed  by  private  letters — I  beg  leave  humbly 
to  recommend  myself  to  Yout  Graces  protection,  and  to  subscribe  myself 
My  Lord 

Your  Grace's 

most  humble,  most  obedient  and 

most  dutiful  servant 
His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  (signed).        G.Clarke 


Lieutenant-Governor  Clarice  to  the  Bake  of  Nexooastle. 

[New-York  Papers,  (8.  P.  O.)  No.  9,  p.  84.) 

New  York  April  22.  1741. 
My  Lord. 

As  a  rupture  with  France  seems  to  us,  at  this  distance,  to  be  unavoidable,  I  humbly  beg 
leave  to  lay  before  Your  Grace  niy  present  thoughts  how  we  may  dispossess  the  French  of  the 
footing  they  have  got  on  the  back  of  all  the  English  Colonies  on  the  continent  (in  a  great 
measure  since  the  peace  of  Utrecht)  for  tho'  they  pretend  a  right  to  the  River  Missasippi 
by  discovery  in  or  about  the  year  IGSO.  (to  which  we  have  a  prior  pretence  by  the  like  right 
of  discovery)  yet  till  after  the  peace  of  Utrecht  they  made  hardly  any  settlements  on  that 
River,  nor  had  anycomi  inication  from  thence  with  Canada,  but  now  they  have  a  line  of  forts 
tho  at  considerable  distances,  between  that  river  and  Quebeck,  by  means  whereof  if  the  men 
and  Merchandize  which  they  send  to  one,  should  be  intercepted  at  sea,  yet  if  those  sent  to  the 
other  arrives  safe  the  whole  may  be  supplied  by  means  of  Jie  Lakes  and  Rivers,  and  the 
Indians  with  whom  they  have  a  vapt  trade,  will  not  for  want  of  goods  be  driven  to  the  necessity 
of  coming  over  to  us,  and  while  the  French  hold  those  possessions,  they  will  have  such  an 
iiiHiience  over  the  Indians  that  lye  to  the  northward  and  westward  of  the  Lakes  that  they  will 
either  by  threats  or  rewards  make  them  instruments  to  annoy  nil  the  English  Colonies,  which, 
except  this,  are  without  any  Forts  or  garrisons  on  their  frontiers  — 

'  Thomas  Wentwortii  bec.iiie  Colonel  of  the  2Uli  regiment  of  foot,  on  27tli  June,  1737  ;  BriKaJier-Oeneral,  July  2.  1789; 
MiijortJonornI,  Auijiist  1 1,  174I.  He  anived  at  I'lymoulli  from  llie  Wist  Indie,  on  tlio  7tti  Junusry,  '743,  nnJ  was  \\rviA 
mcniher  for  Whitclmroh,  imme.lintely  aft.T.  lie  wns  sent  to  Holland  in  1744,  to  solicit  O.ooo  men  (rom  the  Dutch,  to  nid  in 
repelling  the  French  in»  sion,  then  threHtene.l,  and  in  June,  I74S,  wiii  appointed  I.ieulenantOeneral.  He  was  afterwards 
hent  in  a  publie  cnpiicity  to  tho  fouit  of  Turin,  where  he  .lied  in  November,  1747.  Utn'.  J%.  U.rcrofl  (  //i.rwj,  „/  M* 
V«'\i*d  Statt$,  HI,,  441,)  calU  hiiu  "  tho  iaexjieriBnoed,  irretolute  Weutworth,"  but  on  what  authority  doss  not  appear.  —  Kd. 
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eai^:.!^s  :cz ::  ■:  ^s;  r  :;L^^tr: "°  ""'t--  °^  ^^-*  ^^^  ^ 

to  transport  their  Merchandize   and  menTnH  .  ''"''"  "^'''  ^'^^^'^"^  ««^^«  ^'^^"^ 

of  which  they  have  on     hat  Le  viz     «„«       uTT"  ""'  "'"-""i'^o''^  to  their  Forts,  two 
empties  itself  into  th^  River  of  SL-  .      7'^"'"  "'  '"  ^°^"'-^-*  ^"'^  -here  it 

they  are  square  si       Fo   s    and  each  ofT  "l"^^  ^' ^'^g«-  -  ^he  South-West  end. 

consisting  of  about  thirty  ot'hrtv  five  '  /n  h'"  f "'""''  '^  '^  ^""P'^^^  ''^  ^«g"'-  ''-<=-. 
both  these  Forts  are  buii't  o  Za        "e    ^  "nl '"'  '"""''  '"^  ""'°^^'^'  ''^  "^«  '"^'-«' 

humbly  prop«8e  is :  that  two  vesse  is  of  '  „7 H"  ^  "'  "'"."""'  °'  "■°^"°''-  '^'^''  ^  "°"'^ 
built  on  that  lake,  where  tLre  are  Id  hT  ?"T  •'"'  '^--^^  ''  ^"^"^^  °f"  »"«  French  be 

manned  and  prov  ded  wi  h  Ju„, "  'nd  ammn  ."  "  "*"""'  '^'P^'  "'  "^'^^  ^^'^"^  ^-"^  -*^" 
French  and  being  maste;:',y':  I;.  iTn^y  J  l^  7^  ^""^  l^'^  °^  ^^^'^^  ''^^  °f  »"« 
their  two  Forts,  and  hinder  U.e  En  nTy  fZ  bui  dfnTan  '"     "t  "'^  '^^."— ^^  ^o  take 

will  our  conquests  be  known  as  it  wMMmrd.  T  k^  T  TJ"  °"  '^'''  ''^°^^«  ''^"'^  "«  «««"«•• 
the  influence  of  the  powerTt^e  t>"  h  b"tt  ^-n'  ^  ^  ^"'""'  """  '"  ^'«  '"^-««'  °^  ""'I" 
to   His  Maj...  protect      werel;!  si     .7'''^^'^^^^ 

Canada  toLrasippi,  Jhiirolt  tlet^  r^^e  FreS  11  ^^  i^,'"^'-  ^^^-^  -- 
betwee.  those  places,  so  long  as  those  vessells  are  emp  oyed  on  he  "u  kT'"""'"'''°" 
constantly  to  be.  at  least  till  we  have  taken  C-xnLTTj       .  .^.  t'  ''^'"''  '""^  °"8''» 

they  should  be  laid  b,  as  useless  nnd  TfT  %  .  u  r  '*''^'"'  '^'"  ''^  ineffectual,  for  if 

soon  again  build  otl.e"     re  at  th    Fort.  ^h"""'  '''"'  '^'^"''^  ""'  ^«'^^"'  '^«  ^'-"'^'^  -»» 

tH.r  tie.  distress  ri;!^;^^;^  t  x^zni:  :^r  "^^;;  '--t 

end  n,ake  then,  of  little  use  to  England,  and  this  theVw   I  L  11111  , T,?"^"^^^  "  ^''^ 
those  numerous  nations  of  Indians  that  Iv^  tn  fi.„        .u        .        i  ^  ^'"'  ^^S'stance  of 

when  .„.  French  „r.  „g.i„  ':;::";        ^it,  7    TJJl^^^^^^^^^^       "f  J^-  '-"''-.  '" 
nation,  .nd  „.  ..„  ,.  h™ken  „nd  .hey  „,„.,  b.  ,Z„,.  7 «  ;;r,T„:  r."     "'^ 

presume,  one  regiment  of  foot  will  be  .uBicieiii  f„-  th.  "'"posal  ol  our  Enemy.     I 

raised  in  tl,i,  and  the  next  province,  '^"''''°'"'  """""""■^  which  m„y  be 

■uhdue  thefn,  the  h:rr:r:;'u::::r  ■:;';::  ■::^:;;t:;r7" 

defended  by  a  Battery  of  fiftv  iruns  ih.r.t  t     ,lv        '"""^'^^  fort.fyed   and  the  entrance 
.he  hnrbonf  is  cnpniJie  of^Lf,         «?     ^I^'C// ™"  ■;«'«7"' f"' 'l-«  digest  ships,  and 

«.l..n..ge.,,hey  can  wish  for,  it  secn'res  thef,  wTn  ' '.i  l' ,  '  : '!"  «' ",'  "■""/"  "■• 
too  great  opportunities  to  nnnoy  and  interrunt  o„r  „"''  *    °°  '^  '*"f''™'  "'"I  S'»«  <hem  l,ut 

npon  the  Island  e«cep.  their  g'arri.o:,':?  r"  ec  r  ,'  ,1 'rl  ''L:'',',':  ^  "•";;'"  ""t" 
summer  they  are  strengthened  bv  the  sr^^f  nnm^.         r  '  "'"''  ""'^  Ice  — In 

only  time  therefore  to  Le:p,  !  th  irt^Xe'.t'^^iJ'' T'  1  "'"  """"  '" 
hreuking  up  of  the  winter,  anil  before  their  stpcoTelmW  "',',''."""'""  "•'  "'  "•« 
if  His  .Majesty,  ship.  ,„  be  appointed  for  that  wrvicew"  "•,.,""  ""'  '"  ''""'  '  '''" 

harbour  of  l.oni.bourg  before  any  , f  Z  tw!  T  '!       '  ""'  ""''  '''''*  "P  "" 

may  land  when  the  le!.t oppo.itioV  "  en  tZn     'irrTl,""""  T'-  "",  ""''''•  '"""• 

that  Ibur  or  live  thousand  men  amy  be  ra,se,   ,    N  w  F^"  ,mi       rS'"""  '  "T  ''"'™''"' 

'^.1  '""■» -  "Sain-t  „„.  .patnlrds,  be  appoi.nHil'         ''j,    Jl?::';,:::  'J,!"' '": 

wdl  be  neceesary  they  be  disciplined  before  they  embark,  so  thlt  if  .     Id    .'         o  n    1";.  :„' 
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be  sent  over  the  summer  before,  and  a  sufficient  number  of  subalterns  to  teach  them  their 
exercise,  they  may  before  the  ensuing  spring  be  fit  for  service,  but  I  presume  some  veterans 
trom  England  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  join  the  Americans,  under  the  command  of  an 
experienced  General.     If  we  take  Cape  Breton  and  have  constantly  there  and  at  Placentia  in 
those  months  wherein  those  seas  are  navigable,  a  sufficient  number  of  ships  of  war  to  guard 
our  Fishery,  they  may  intercept  the  French  Ships  bound  to  or  from  Canada,  and  thereby 
reduce  that  Country  to  great  necessity,  and  thei-  communication  with  Messasippi  being  cut  off 
by  the  means  proposed  that  country  will  become  an  easier  conquest.     The  Regiment  proposed 
to  be  raised  for  the  service  on  the  lake  with  an  Engineer  and  a  proper  train  of.  Artillery  will 
be  able  to  take  their  Fort  which  they  lately  built  at  the  crown  point,  about  one  hundred  and 
sixty  miles  from  Albany,  which  will  opeu  our  way  from  thence  by  water  to  Chamblie,  Quebeck, 
and  their  other  forts  viz:  Montreale  and  Trois  Rivers,  whenever  that  expedition  be  set  on  foot 
At  present  whaii  this  province  has  to  do  is  to  preserve  Oswego,  which  lies  at  the  North  end 
of  Cadaraqui  Lake,  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  French,  I  have  recommended  it  to  the 
Assembly,  as  Your  Grace  may  be  pleased  to  see  in  my  speech. 

I  humbly  ask  Your  Graces  pardon  for  trespassing  so  much  on  your  Graces  time  the  subject  is 
1  think  of  very  great  conseqMence,  and  I  hope  my  zeal  for  His  Maj"-  honor  and  service,  will  in  some 
measure  attone  fcr  my  presumption,  and  if  upon  this  general  view  of  it,  it  should  appear  to 
deserve  Your  Graces  thoughts,  I  shall  think  myself  very  happy  in  having  laid  it  before  Your  Grace. 
I  do  myself  the  honor  to  send  your  Grace  my  speech  to  the  Assembly,  and  a  copy  of  mv 
letter  to  the  Lords  of  trade,  whereby  your  Grace  will  see  that  the  house,  Chappel  and  all  the 
buildings  m  the  Fort  are  consumed  by  fire,  it  falls  exceeding  heavy  on  me  in  my  private 
losses,  which  I  am  very  unable  to  bear.  1  humbly  recommend  myself  to  Your  Graces  protection 
and  beg  leave  to  subscribe  myself  with  the  most  profound  submission 
My  Lord 

Your  Graces 

most  humble,  most  obedient  and 

TT-    r.         ..     T^  ,       /.  »r  '""^^  dutiful  servant 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle.  (^jg^.j^  ^^  c.arre 


Ideutenani- Governor  Clarke  to  the  Lwds  of  Trade. 

[  Hew-Tork  r>p«n,  Og.,  No.  64.  ] 

My  Lords  '  Nee  York  22  of  Aprilmi. 

A.  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  send  to  your  Lordships;  the  minutes  of  Council  and  the  Acts 
past  last  bession  Viz' 

An  Act  for  and  towards  supporting  the  Governm'  &'  This  Act  being  conformable  to 
former  temporary  Acts  needs  no  observation. 

An  Act  to  apply  the  monies  granted  for  the  Support  of  Government  &«  is  much  the  same  as 
the  Act  past  the  year  before  for  the  like  purposes 

An  Act  to  support  the  Garrisons  at  Oswego  &'  thj,  Act  is  in  effect  no  other  than  to  continue 
a  former  Act  past  for  that  service. 
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this  Act  necessary  '^°"""''  '^'^'"S  ™uch  infested   by  those  creatures  made 

th  ".^^:s:'  r:z:;^  ^:: tr ::  tr^v  -^^  -  -  --« a„d  a  ta.  o„ 

short  of  the  Assemblies  expectations,  and  rvnAee:  1  "'  ''''^'■'  '"^^'"^  '"''"-  ^^J' 

dnvng  our  Neighbours  to  other  nnrkets    t  wafn.  '""^"'■^  '°  "''  '''^'  "^^^is  place,  bt 

that  the  paper  money  for  the  sinking  wW^r^t^T^^  ^^P^^'  that  part  of  the  Act.  and 

sunk  within  the  time  limited ;  a  luty  o„  good   t./brf'."^ 

InTu    ""br"""'  '"  """  '"''"  '»•«'"'  on  Beef'*,'"  "  ''"''  '>^  "^'«  A'^''  -'-h 
^orL'alutToL'"^^^^^^^  '':;"^  '"  t^l'^t  P-t  of  Orange  County  ,yi„g  to  the 

and  compleating  the  Court  House  aTd  GoZrolZ       '  ""  '""'"'^  '''^^'''  ^^  «-"-S 

t^^"  -- -  Ci^lJ^'c;^^^  -City  Of  A,bany,  and  .stice.  of 

and  County  ""'^'  '"  ''"'''^  ^  "^"^  Court  House  and  Goal  for  the  s  ad  City 

In YcTto?  '':'  '"""■"«  ^'^^^  ""'''  -«  '"  *'-  preamble 

>n  t.me  of  war.  ^        i^ordslnps  have,  the  addition  is  thought  very  necessary 

An   Act  for  the  belfpp  rali^r  «r  ^i 
S^pervi^ors  have  raised  n!^ ^  ^  ^ZZ  ^:::^-' ^'''T'     ^"  "'^«^  ^--'^  ^ 
n>ade  some  scruple,  to  remove  (hose  Scrupl  s  for ^re  n  h  •"  1'"  ^'''  '"'  '"  ""«  ''-^  '"-« 

An  Act  to  prevent  abuses  in  repacking  nnr  "' "/n     '  "'"  ^''  '^  P^«' 
appears  in  the  preamble  and  it  Xo^^^h:  s?"    cZ'' ■   ''':  '''''''  ^^^  ^-^^  ^^is  Act 
Aorthern  Colonies,  is  much  better  than  th^t      Vi  g^.  S'r  '""'  I'f,  ''"'^  °^  ^'''^  ^^^  t:=e 

An  Act  to  cancell  the  Bills  of  PrpW;.     r.,^-,      ''"''"'''• ''"'^  ^^^''■'yland. 
appears  in  the  prean.ble  ''"'  ^°''^"y-     ^'''«  "-eason  for  passing  this  Act. 

Besides  these  1  do  mvsplf  lU^  i 
^or  Victualling  and  transJortLg  IheTi:  c^^lL^Tr'rt  f  ^^'  ,"'^  "^'  ''''  '-  «« 
^Span.ards.  which  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  e^  t      '  ^^        .      .   '^'  ''P"^'"°"    "^-''^^  ^''^ 
even  o.  the  Assembly,  and  if  the  numbers  of  H  TZ  '"  '^'  ^'^P^'^^'ation  of  many,  and 

t  ose  of  our  Neighbours,  it  will  ap  ,     t  we'   ..vl?     "'  "r  T''^""^  ''«  ^^'"P''-'^  -^h 

th.s  ,s  the  first  essay  from  whence     o    e    Z  ^""'  """''  ^'^^°"''  "•^"'  '"  "'«««  levies, 

hereafter,  tho  that  wi^  in  a  great  l;^^^^^^^  n^ade  of  what  may  be  done 

the  Captains  have  been  at  great  evpence  i„  Jul  ^  encouragement  that  these  find. 

tl.e  hopes  of  being  put  on  L  san  s  h  lib  ^  ri;,:"',  ''^'"^  ^^^'^"^  --'""ged  thereto  by' 
and  If  they  „re  disappointeil.  I  fear  it  w  1 1  7  l  r  ^".  ""''  ''"'''^  H^SmeuU  in  England 
n  is  chiefly  .he  knowledge  and  opinio  ;:,  'I  l^;"';"^ '--^^'er  to  raise  a  body  of  met.  for 
that  induce  them  to  inlist.  ^       '"  "'  ""^  ^^'P'"'»«  ^''o  are  to  command  them 
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very  few  lost  for  I  took  all  the  possible  care  of  them,  and  had  all  removed  before  the  office  took 
fire,  but  before  an  engine  could  be  brought,  the  house  was  past  saving,  for  it  being  covered 
with  Cedar  Shingles,  and  all  the  floors  and  wainscots  old,  they  took  in  an  instant  and  burned 
with  that  fury,  that  no  human  power  could  extinguish  it.  The  expence  of  rebuilding  will  be 
considerable,  but  I  know  the  present  circumstances  of  the  Province  to  be  much  better  than 
ever,  and  so  very  good,  that  that  expence  will  not  be  felt  A  Gentleman  of  one  of  the  best 
Estates  told  me,  he  supposed  that  his  proportion  upon  an  equal  tax  would  not  come  to  forty 
shillings.  But  my  private  loss  is  very  great  and  more  than  I  am  able  to  bear  without  bending 
under  it. 

Since  that  fire  we  h.ive  had  many  in  the  town  sometimes  four  in  a  day  and  some  of  them 
apparently  kindled  by  design,  which  begat  a  general  consternation  I  have  done  all  I  could  to 
discover  the  villaines  both  by  issuing  a  proclamation  with  a  reward  and  otherwise  but  hitherto 
without  effect,  many  Negroes  are  imprisoned  on  suspicion,  but  as  yet  no  proof  appears  against 
them  I  now  keep  a  night  guard  of  the  Militia  who  constantly  patroll,  the  people  obeying  very 
chearfully,  and  I  have  recommended  to  the  Assembly  to  pass  a  Bill  to  oblige  them  to  it  under 
proper  penalties. 

C.  Your  Lordships  know  perfectly  well  the  consequence  of  retaining  the  Six  Nations  in  their 
dependence  on  his  Maj'^  and  are  sensible  of  the  arts  the  french  use  to  entice  them  from  us,  and 
that  now  we  hold  them  by  nothing  but  by  presents,  I  humbly  think  that  if  there  be  a  rupture 
with  France,  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  take  from  them  their  two  forts  on  Cadaraqui 
Lake  Vizt  Frontenac  at  the  North  East  End,  and  Niagara  at  the  Southwest  End  and  to  destroy 
the  two  Brigantines  that  they  have  now  on  that  Lake  whioh  are  imployed  in  carrying  their 
merchandize  from  one  end  to  the  other,  and  men,  ammunition  and  provisions  to  those  forts;  if 
we  do  that  we  cut  off"  the  communication  between  Canada  and  Mesasippi,  and  gain  the  trade 
and  friendship  of  those  numerous  Nations  of  Indians,  that  lie  to  the  Northward  and  Westward 
of  the  Lakes,  and  if  when  this  be  done,  as  I  see  no  great  difficulty  in  it,  we  take  the  Island 
Breton,  that  will  open  a  way  to  the  entire  conquest  of  Canada,  and  preserve  our  fishery 
at  Newfoundland,  which  will  otherwise  I  fear  from  Louisbourg  be  much  annoyed,  if  not 
quite  lost :  If  we  do  not  drive  the  french  from  that  Lake  and  thereby  stop  all  intercourse 
between  Canada  and  Mesasipi,  the  French  will  in  time,  by  means  of  the  Indians,  drive  all  the 
planters  i  <\  the  English  Colonies  from  their  settlements,  and  make  them  of  little  use  to  England, 
or  put  it  to  a  vast  charge  to  protect  them  I  have  in  my  Zeal  for  his  Majesties  Service,  presumed 
to  write  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  on  this  Subject. 

D.  With  the  Publiek  Acts  goes  a  private  one  in  favour  of  M'  Malcom,  which  carries  with  it 
the  reason  for  passing  it.  The  Acts  are  much  dirted  and  tumbled  in  removing  them  in  the 
time  of  the  fire,  which  I  hope  your  Lordships  will  excuse 

E.  I  hav3  obeyed  the  orders  of  their  I^xcellency's  the  Lords  Justices,  by  prohibiting 
the  exportation  of  Provisions  to  any  other  place  than  his  Majesty's  Dominions,  I  am  with  the 
greatest  Respect  and  Honor 

My  Lords 

Your  Lordships 

most  humble  and 

most  obedient  Servant 
The  R'  lion'''''  the  Lords  of  Trade.  Geo:  Clarke 
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Biike  of  JSFewcasth  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[New- York  Papen,  Og.,  No.  6a ] 

My  Lords  Whitehall  April  30.  1741. 

His  Majesty  having  been  pleased  to  appoint  the  Hon :  George  Clinton  Esq :  to  be  Governor 
of  New  York  ,n  Amenca  in  the  room  of  the  Lord  Delawarr.  am  to  signify  to  your  Lordships 

t]^l?T\  '  f'lTT     t  r  .'"■''""■'  ''■■""^''^^  '^  "  Commission,  and  Instructions  for  him. 
in  order  to  be  laid  before  His  Majesty  (or  his  approbation 

I  am 

My  Lords 

Your  Lordships 

most  obedient 

T     J    ^         .    .  humble  Servant 

Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade.  Holles  Newcastle 


Lieutenant-Governor  Clarke  to  the  Duke  of  Mwcastle. 

[  New-York  Papera.  ( S.  P.  O. )  No.  9,  p.  94.  ] 

My  Lord.  New  York  May  IS'"  1741. 

On  the  seventh  of  this  month  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Grace's  letter  of  the  4'-  of 
December  relatmg  to  the  forces  already  raised  to  serve  under  the  command  of  Lord  Cathcart. 
and  others  to  be  raised  if  Lord  Cnthcars  should  send  to  me  for  any  number  of  men,  for  recruits 
or  for  any  other  service.  As  to  the  first  I  must  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  muster  rolls,  which 
the  commissary  sent  home,  for  an  account  of  the  men  already  sent,  having  lost  many  of  mv 
papers,  and  among  them  those  of  the  number  of  those  Troops,  in  the  uihappy  fire  that  laid 
the  tort  Ml  Ashes;  but  this  [  confidently  assure  your  Grace  that  the  fire  companies  I  raised 
were  compleat  having  in  them  full  five  hundred  effective  men,  Serjeants,  corporals  and  Drums 
included,  and  it  I  am  not  mistaken  there  went  four  or  five  men  more  than  the  five  hundred, 
who  were  not  in  the  Rolls.  .  """"'euf 

As  to  Recruits  or  new  Levies  I  beseech  your  Grace  to  be  assured,  I  will  use  my  utmost 

application  to  ra.se  them,  whenever  General  Wentworth  who  succeeds  Lord  Cathcarf,  writes 

to  me  for  them  ;  but  I  forsee  my  zeal  will  not  have  the  effect  I  could  otherwise  hope  for.  for 

he  frequent  attempts  to  fire  the  Town,  since  the  Fort  was  burnt,  having  wonderfully  distracted 

he  mind  of  the  people  thoughout  the  province,  who  are  in  continual  apprehensions  of  having 

their  houses  set  on  fare,  in  consequence  of  an  horrid  conspiracy  of  the  negroes  (  which  we  now 

bc,l.clm,„be  to  K  ng  George  H..  Colonel  of  .  regiment  of  horse  i,.  Irclan,!.  «„,.  governor  of  l.u„r„„non,  In  17.5  Jlavin.! 
Z  T  .  1°.  """","""  "'  ""•  '"""  ""  "•«<^'-t'>«.-m  expedition,  be  died  atSU  ChriHopher,  1740  U  married  til 
Marjr  Margaret  Sehaw,  and  second.  tUe  widow  of  Joseph  Sabine.  .f><6;-,«.-Eo.  -   a    m  marrad.  m,,l, 
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begin  to  have  some  hopes  of  discovering,  and  even  that  the  fort  itself  was  wilfully  set  on  fire 
by  them  notwithstanding  that  the  circumstance  of  time  and  place  led  me  to  think  it  was 
accidently  done  hy  a  plumber)  with  the  apprehension  of  a  French  warr  as  this  is  a  frontier 
province,  will  I  believe  induce  all  or  most  of  the  people  who  have  anything  at  stake  to  stay  at 
home  for  their  own  safety  and  defence,  and  to  diswade  others,  who  are  not  under  those 
circumstances,  from  leaving  the  Country ;  but  in  other  provinces  which  are  not  so  unhappily 
circumstanced,  J  make  no  doubt  but  men  may  be  raised  for  the  service,  especially  as  the 
first  Levies  have  met  with  such  glorious  success  at  Cathagene  under  the  Command  of 
Gen'  Wentworth. 

His  Majv  gracious  approbation  of  my  diligence  and  zeal  for  His  Maj'"  service  in  raising  the 
five  companies,  emboldens  me  to  say,  that  if  the  number  of  white  people  in  this  province  be 
compared  with  those  in  other  provinces,  it  will  I  presume  appear  that  the  largest  portion  of 
troops  has  been  raised  here,  from  whence  it  will  be  evident  that  many  more  might  then  and 
many  yet  be  raised  in  the  other  Provinces. 

As  his  Maj'y  pleasure  is  not  signified  in  Your  Graces  letter  how  the  Recruits  or  new  Levies 

are  to  be  victualled  and  transported,  I  will  first  try  the  Assembly,  and  if  they  will  not  do  it, 

I  presume  I  must  then  act  therein  upon  His  Maj'"  secret  instructions  to  me  of  the  S"""  of  April 

1740.  and  find  transports  and  provisions  for  them,  and  draw  upon  the  Commissioners  of  the 

Navy  for  the  payment  thereof,  which  I  will  do  if  I  have  the  good  fortune  to  raise  any  men, 

wherein  I  will  leave  no  mean  unessayed.     I  humbly  beg  leave  to  implore  your  Graces  protection 

and  to  subscribe  myself  with  the  most  profound  submission  — 

My  Lord — Your  Graces — most  humble  most  obedient  and  most  dutiful  servant 

(signed)        G.  Clarke 
His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle 


Lords  of  Trade  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 

[  New-Tork  Enlriei,  M.,  p.  103.  ] 

To  His  Grace  The  Duke  of  Newcastle. 

My  Lord. 

Having  in  obedience  to  His  Majesty's  Commands  signified  to  us  by  Your  Grace's  letter  of 
the  30""  of  April  last,  prepared  the  Draught  of  a  Commission  for  George  Clinton  Esq'  to  be 
Governor  of  New  York  in  America.  We  take  leave  to  inclose  the  said  Draught  to  Your  Grace 
with  Our  Representation  thereupon,  which  you  will  please  to  lay  before  their  Excellencies  the 
Lords  Justices.     We  are, 

My  Lord, 

Your  Grace's  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  Servants 

MoNSON 

M.  Bladen 
Whitehall  B.  Keene 

May  21"  1741  THo:PEr,HAM. 
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Representation  to  the  Lords  Justices 

To  their  Excellencies  The  Lords  Justices. 

Mny  it  please  Your  Excellencies. 

JLtT""""  *?  ;■'!  fT'^\  Commands.  Signified  to  us  by  a  letter  from  His  Grace  The 
Duke  of  Newcastle  dated  the  30- of  April  last.  We  have  prepared  the  Draught  of  a  Commission 
or  George  Chnton  Esq'  to  be  Governor  of  New  York  in  America  which  being  in  the  usual 
form,  we  berew.th  humbly  lay  the  same  before  Your  Excellencies  and  shall  prepare  the 
necessary  Instructions  for  him  with  all  possible  dispatch. 

Which  is  most  humbly  Submitted 

MONSON 

Whitehall     •  M.Bladen 

May  21"  1741.  ?/  ^T^ 

I  HO  :     rELIIAM. 


Commission  of  George  Clinton,  Esq.,  to  be  Governor  of  New-Yoih. 

George  THE  Second  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain.  France   and  Ireland  King 
Defender  of  the  Faith  &c«     To  our  Trusty  and  Welbeloved  the  Honourable  George  Clinton 
x-isq  Oreetrng.  ° 

Whereas  we  did  by  our  Letters  Patents  under  our  Great  Seal  of  Great  Britain  bearing 
date  at  Westmmster  the  [fifteenth]  day  of  [August]  in  the  [Eleventh]  year  of  Our  Reign 
constitute  and  appoint  John  Lord  Delaware  Captain  General  and  Governor  in  Chief  in  and 
over  our  Province  of  New  York,  and  the  Territories  depending  thereon  in  America  for  and  during 
our  wil  and  pleasure  as  by  the  said  recited  letters  patents,  relation  being  thereunto  had  may 
more  fully  and  att  large  appear.  Now  know  You  that  we  have  revoked  and  determined  and 
by  these  presents  do  revoke  and  determine  the  said  recited  Letters  Patents  and  every  Clause 
Article  and  thing  therein  contained.'  ' 

And  further  know  you  that  we  reposing  especial  Trust  and  Confidence  in  the  prudence 
courage  and  loyalty  of  you  the  said  George  Clinton  of  our  especial  Grace,  certain  knowledge 
and  meer  motion  have  thought  fit  to  constitute  and  appoint  ai.d  by  these  presents  do  constitute 
and  appoint  you  the  said  George  Clinton  to  be  Our  Captain  General  and  Governor  in  chief 
in  and  over  our  Province  of  New  York  and  the  Territories  depending  thereon  in  America. 

„  "!  u  Tu'^?  ''"'^*^  '"'^"''"^  "'"^  command  you  to  do  and  execute  all  things  in  due  manner 
that  shall  belong  unto  Your  said  command  and  the  Trust  we  have  reposed  in  you.  according  to 
the  several  powers  and  Directions  granted  or  appointed  you  by  this  present  Commissbn, 
and  the  Instructions  and  Authorities  herewith  given  you  or  by  such  further  powers  Instructions 
and  Authorities  as  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  be  granted  or  appointed  you.  under  our  signet  or 
sign  Manual  or  by  our  order  in  our  Privy  Council  and  according  to  such  reasonable  Laws  and 
btatutes  as  now  are  in  force  or  hereafter  shall  be  made  and  agreed  upon  by  you  with  the  advice 

'  therein  mentioned.  Book  of  Commimions,  IV.,  106.  —  Ed. 
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and  consent  of  our  Council,  and  the  Assembly  of  our  said  Province  under  Your  Government 
in  such  manner  and  form  as  is  liereafter  expressed. 

And  Our  Will  and  pleasure  is  that  you  the  said  George  Clinton  after  the  publication  of  these 
our  letters  Patents  do  in  the  first  place  take  the  Oaths  mentioned  to  be  taken  by  an  Act  passed 
in  the  1"  year  of  our  late  Royal  Father's  Reign  Entituled  "An  Act  for  the  further  security  of 
"  His  Majesty's  Person  and  Government  and  the  Succession  of  the  Crown  in  the  Heirs  of  the 
"  late  Princess  Sophia,  being  Protestants,  and  for  extinguishing  the  Hopes  of  the  pretended 
•'  Prince  of  Wales  and  his  open  and  Secret  Abettors."     As  also  that  you  make  and  subscribe 
the  Declaration  mentioned  in  an  Act  of  Parliament  made  in  the  25'"  year  of  the  Reign  of  King 
Charles  the  Second  entituled  "An  Act  for  preventing  Dangers  which  may  happen  from  Popish 
Recusants"  and  likewise  that  you  take  the  usual  oath  for  the  due  execution  of  the  office  and 
Trust  of  our  Captain  General  and  Governor  in  Chief  in  and  over  our  said  Province  of  New  York, 
and  Territories  depending  thereon  for  the  due  and  impartial  administration  of  justice,  and 
further  that  you  take  the  oath  required  to  be  taken  by  Governors  of  Plantations  to  do  their 
utmost  that  the  several  Laws  relating  to  Trade  and  the  Plantations  be  observed  which  said 
Oaths  and  Declaration  our  Council  in  our  said  Province  or  any  three  of  the  Members  thereof 
have  hereby  full  power  and  Authority  and  are  requested'  to  tender  and  Administer  unto  you 
and  in  Your  absence  to  our  Lieutenant  Governor  if  there  be  any  upon  the  Place  [all  which 
being  duly  performed  You  shall  administer  to  each  of  the  Members  of  our  said  Council  as  also 
to  our  Lieutenant  Governor  if  there  be  any  upon  the  Place,]  the  oaths  mentioned  in  the  said  Act 
entituled  "An  Act  for  the  further  Security  of  His  Majesty's  person  and  Government  and  the 
"  Succession  of  the  Crown  in  the  heirs  of  the  late  Princess  Sophia,  being  Protestants,  and  for 
"  extinguishing  the  hopes  of  the  pretended  Prince  of  Wales,  and  his  open  and  secret  abettors," 
as  also  to  cause  them  to  make  and  subscribe  the  fore-mentioned  Declaration,  and  to  administer 
to  them  the  oath  for  the  due  Execution  of  their  places  and  Trusts. 

And  we  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  you  full  power  and  Authority  to  suspend  any  of  the 
Members  of  our  said  Council  from  sitting,  voteing  and  assisting  therein,  if  you  shall  find  joint 
cause  for  so  doing  and  if  there  shall  be  any  Lieutenant  Governor  him  likewise  to  suspend  from 
the  execution  of  his  command  and  to  appoint  another  in  his  stead  untill  Our  pleasure  be  known. 
And  if  it  shall  at  any  time  happen  that  by  the  death,  departure  out  of  our  said  Province,  or 
Suspension  of  any  of  our  said  Councillors  or  otherwise  there  shall  be  a  vacancy  in  our  said 
Council  (iuiy  three  whereof  we  do  hereby  appoint  to  be  a  Quorum)  Our  Will  and  Pleasure  is 
that  You  signify  the  same  unto  us  by  the  first  opportunity  that  we  may  under  our  signet  and 
sign  Manual  constitute  and  appoint  others  in  their  stead.  But  that  our  aflTairs  may  not  sufTer 
at  that  Distance  for  want  of  a  due  number  of  Councillors  if  ever  it  shall  happen  that  there  be 
less  than  seven  of  them  residing  in  our  said  Province,  We  do  hereby  Give  and  Grant  unto  you, 
the  said  George  Clinton,  full  power  and  authority  to  chuse  as  many  persons  out  of  the  principal 
Freeholders,  Inhabitants  thereof,  as  will  make  up  the  full  Number  of  our  said  Councill  to  be 
seven  and  no  more  which  Persons  so  chosen  and  appointed  by  you  shall  be  to  all  Intents  and 
purposes  Councillors  in  Our  said  Province,  untill  either  they  shall  be  confirmed  by  us,  or  that 
by  the  Nomination  of  others  by  us,  under  our  sign  Manual  and  Signet,  our  said  Council  shall 
have  seven  or  more  persons  in  it. 

And  we  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  yo.i  M;  Power  and  Authority  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  our  said  Council,  from  time  tc  Ut-.    is  need  shall  Require  to  summon  and  call 

'  rcijuired.  13ook  of  Co?Amhui.iu,  IV.,  lOti.  —  F.u. 
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general  assemblies  of  the  said  Freeholders  and  l^Ianters  within  Your  Government  according  tn 
the  usage  of  our  Province  of  New  York.  overnment  accordmg  to 

th^f  °r,7'"  ""lP'''"«'"'«  '«  "'»'  ^''«  P"«on«  thereupon  duly  Elected  by  the  Mnior  Part  of 
he  Freeholders  of  the  respective  Count.es  and  Places,  and  so  rofurned.  shall  before   he  r  sit,  n  J 

Majesty  s  Person  and  Government  and  the  succession  of  the  Crown  in  the  Heirs  of  th.  1 

; wT  't':-  '''""'  ''TT'"''^  ""'  '''  extinguishing  the  hopes  oJ  t  e  ^d  d  ^il 
of  Wales  and  h.s  open  and  Secret  Abettors."  as  also  to  make  and  subscribe  the  foremen  io3 
Dec  aratu,n.  wh.ch  Oaths  and  Declaration  You  shall  Commissionate  Fit  Persons  uTd  Our 
Seal  o  New  York  to  tender  and  administer  unto  them,  and  untill  the  same  sha  be  so  Hke, 
an.,  subscr.bed  .0  person  shall  be  capable  of  sitting  though  Elected  ;  And  we  do  r  y  de  h. 
hn  the  persons  so  elected  and  qualified  shall  be  called  and  deemed  the  General  Assemb  v  of 
that  our  Provmce  and  the  Territories  depending  thereon  Assembly  ol 

And  you  the  said  George  Clinton  with  the  consent  of  our  said  Council  and  Assembly  or  the 
Major  part  of  them  respectively  shall  have  full  power  and  Authority  to  make,  constitute  ad 
orda.n  Laws  Statutes  and  Ordinances  for  the  publick  peace,  welfare  and  good  gove     men   « 

theUo     'Trr':'T  '^'''^  ""'  '"'^«'>'t-''«  'hereof  and  such  ofhe  s  a   s  J  1 

thereto    and  for   the  benefit  of  us.  our  heirs  and  successors,   which  said  Laws.  Statutes 

"1^:  '"oHhro    ""V/  -P-Snnntbut  as  near  as  may  be  agreab.e  unto  the  Laws  ad 

Statutes  of  this  Our   Kmgdom  of  Great   Britain.   Provided   that  all   such   Laws,   Statutes 

and  ordinances  of  what  nature  or  duration  soever  be  within  three  Months  or  sooner  after  the 

njak.ng  thereof  transmitted  unto  us  under  Our  Seal  of  New  York  for  our  approba ton  or 

D.sallowance  of  the  same.     As  also  Duplicates  thereof  by  the  next  conveyance.  ^^'"'"''''''  ''' 

And  .n  case  any  or  all  of  the  said  Laws.  Statutes  and  Ordinances  ( being  not  before  confirmed 

by  us.  shall  at  any  fme  be  disallowed  and  not  approved  and  so  signified  by  us,  ou      "^  a  d 

Successors  under  our  or  their  Sign  Manual  or  Signet,  or  by  order  of  our  or  fhei    Privy  CouU 

unto  you  the  saul  George  Clinton  or  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  our  said  Province  for    he 

tune  be.ng  then  such  and  so  many  of  the  said  laws,  statutes  and  ordinances  as    la  1  be    o 

d  s,d  owed  and  not  approved  shall  from  thenceforth  cease,  detern^ine  and  become  utter  y    0  d 

and  of  none  Effect,  anythmg  to  the  contrary  thereof  notwithstanding.  ^ 

And  to  the  end  that  nothing  may  be  passed  or  done  by  our  said  Council  or  Assembly  to  the 
Prjd.ce  of  us,  our  he.rs.  and  successors.  VVe  will  and  ordain  that  you  the  said  George  Clinton 

:rdtatirAZLr^"^^ ''''-' '- ''-  --'''^  -'  ^-'-^  °^  ^"  ^- «---  -^ 

And  our  further  Will  and  pleasure  is  that  you  shall  and  may  use  and  keep  the  Public  Seal 
of  our  Provmce  of  New  York  for  Sealing  all  things  whatsoever  that  pass  the  Great  Seal  of  ou 
said  Province  under  Your  (iovernment. 

frot"t1rf  ".^""''""f !  '"'^  ^'""'  ""'"  ^°"  ''''  ''''  ''''''^'  ^""^°"'  ^""  P"^^'^^  ""d  authority 
from  m  to  .me  and  at  any  t.me  hereafter  by  Yourself,  or  by  any  other  to  be  authorized  by 
you  .n  that  behalf,  to  adn.m.ster  and  Give  the  aforementioned  oaths  to  all  and  every  such 

prZ;  7:t  '"'  r '''''' '""' "' ""° '''' ''  ^'^y '"-  -  ''■"-  p-  -'o  oi:! 

Provmce  or  shall  be  resident  or  abiding  there. 
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Aud  we  do  further  by  these  Presents  Give  and  Grant  unto  you  full  power  and  authority  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  our  said  '"ouncil  to  erect,  constitute  and  establish  such  and  so  many 
Courts  of  Judicature  and  public  Justice  within  our  faid  Province  under  Your  Government  as 
you  and  they  shall  think  fit  and  necessary  for  the  hearing  and  determining  of  all  causes  ps  well 
criminal  as  civil  according  to  law  and  equity,  and  for  awarding  of  execution  thereupon,  with 
all  reasonable  and  necessary  Powers  and  Authorities,  Fees  and  Privileges  belonging  thereto,  as 
also  to  appoint  and  commissionate  fit  persons  in  the  several  parts  of  Your  (Government  to 
administer  the  oaths  mentioned  in  the  aforesaid  Act,  Entituled  "  An  Act  for  the  further  Security 
"of  His  Majesty's  Person  and  Governn.ent,  and  the  Sucression  of  the  Crcwn  in  the  heirs  of 
"  the  late  Princess  Sophia,  being  Protestants  and  for  extinguishing  the  hopes  of  the  pretended 
•<  Prince  of  Wales  and  his  open  and  Secret  Abettors."  As  also  to  tender  and  administer  the 
aforesaid  Declarations  unto  such  persons  belonging  to  the  said  Courts  as  shall  be  obliged  to 
take  the  same. 

And  we  do  hereby  authorize  and  empower  you  to  constitute  and  appoint  J'w'ges,  and  (in 
cases  requisite)  Commissioners  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  Justices  of  the  peace  and  other  neces- 
sary Othcers  and  Ministers  in  our  said  Province  for  the  better  Administration  of  Justice  and 
putting  the  laws  in  execution  and  to  administer  or  cause  to  be  administered  unto  them  such 
oath  or  oaths  as  are  usually  given  for  the  due  Execution  and  performance  of  Cilices  and  Places 
and  for  the  clearing  of  truth  in  judicial  cases. 

And  we  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  you  full' power  and  authority  where  you  shall  see 
cause  or  shall  judge  any  Otfender  or  Ollenders  in  Criminal  Matters,  or  for  any  Fines  or 
Forfeitures  due  unto  us,  fit  objects  of  our  Mercy  to  par.Ion  all  such  offenders,  and  to  remit  all 
such  oflences,  Fines  and  Forfeitures,  Treason  and  Willull  Murder  only  excepted,  in  which 
Cases  you  shall  likewise  have  power  upon  Extraordinary  Occasions  to  Grant  Itepritves  to  the 
Ofienders  untill  and  to  the  Intent  Our  Iloyall  pleasure  may  be  known  therein. 

And  we  do  by  these  I'resents  Authorize  and  impower  you  to  collate  any  person  or  persons  to 
any  churches,  chappels,  or  other  Ecclesiastical  Benefices  within  Our  said  Province  and 
lerritor.es  aforesaid  as  often  as  any  of  them  shall  happen  to  be  void. 

And  we  do  hereby  give  and  Grant  unto  you  the  said  (Jeorge  Clinton  by  Your  self  or  by  Your 
Capta.p.s  or  Commanders  by  you  to  be  authorized  full  power  and  authority  to  levy,  arm 
muster,  command  and  employ  all  Persons  whatsoever  residing  within  our  said  Province  of' 
Aewlork  and  other  the  Territories  under  Your  Government  and  as  occasion  shall  serve  to 
march  from  one  place  to  another,  or  to  embark  them  for  the  resisting  and  withstanding  of  all 
enemie..  pirates  and  Rebels  both  at  sea  and  land  ami  to  transport  such  forces  to  any  of  our 
plantations  in  America  (if  Necessity  shall  re<,uire)  for  the  Defence  of  the  same  against  the 
Invasion  or  attempts  of  any  of  our  enemies  and  such  enemies,  pirates  and  Rebels  if  there  shall 
be  occasion  to  pursue  or  prosecute  in  or  out  of  the  limits  of  our  said  Province  and  Plantation, 
or  any  0  them.  and.  if  it  shall  so  please  God,  Miem  to  vanquish,  apprehend  and  take,  and 
being  taken  either  according  to  Law  to  put  to  death  or  keep  and  preserve  alive  at  Your 
Discretion  and  to  execute  Martial  Law  in  time  of  invasion  or  other  times  when  by  law  it  may 
be  executed  and  to  do  and  execute  all  and  every  other  thing  an.i  things  which  to  our  Captain 
General  and  Governor  in  Chief  dotli  or  ought  of  right  to  h.-long. 

And  we  do  liereby  give  and  grant  unto  you  full  power  and  authority  by  and  with  the  advice 

ml  consent  o,    our  said  Council    to  erect,    raise  and    build   in    our's'd    Province  of  N.'w 

>ork,  and    lerntones  depending  thereon  such  and   so  many  Forts  and  J-latlorms,  Castles. 
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""'i  employed  at  sea  during  the  time  of  Warl    K     .  '^  '"'''  "'  '''""  ^'^  ^^ipped 

here,.y  g.Ve  and  grant  unto   .u  tvTsli/Zr,:^^^^^^^^  ^^^-^^'  ^el 

and  appoint  Captains,  Lieutenants,  Masters  of  Sh  a     u  '"^  Authority  to  constitute 

to  grant  unto  such  Captains,  Lieu^  mI  terfof  S^  "  T'  Commanders  and  Officers,  and 
Comm.  ions  to  execute  the  law  a;.'^!  „  "l  T  T  V"""  ^°'"'"-"'>'^rs  and  Officers. 
13-  year  of  the  Reign  of  King  CI  he  S      "  H  r      '^  ,""  "'^'""^  "''  ""  ^^'  P^^^  '"  'he 

Articles  and  Orders  for  the  iLulat^;,  J  .fT^  "  ^"  ^^^  ^"^  '''^  Establishing 

of  War,  and  Forces  by  Sea."  ur  t  Z  me  W  "7""'  "'  ""^  ''''^''''''  '^-•-'  S'»p' 
Punishments,  Corrections  nd  e  tti  ns  u  „  nV"f  '"  ""  '"^''  ^^--edings.  Authorities 
■Seaitious.  Disorderly  or  any  wa^^^^^^^^^^  "/  ^^"-''-«  -'-  «"all  be  Mutinous, 

residence  in  any  of  the  Ports,  nib  rs  o/bIs  of "'  "  IT'  ''"  '""  °'"  ''^'^^  ^'^'^  - 
cause  shall  be  found  to  require  acco Zr*  7  J  •'.?^  ^'■""'"'^  """^ '^«"''''"-'  ««  the 
the  time  of  War  as  aforesaid  ^      ''''  ^^"■"''  '^'^^  ^"'^  ^^e  said  Directions  during 

VourAu:ho;l:^  t:"o;d^tt:  r^'"^'  ;•-";^construed  to  the  enab.eing  you  or  any  by 
committed  or  d'one  upon    L  jl  *IV  or  wU.'  "  fT  °""'^^  ^^"«^'  ^''"^  ^  ^'-^ 

«aid  Province  or  Territories  und'  WCo  '  "T  °'  ""'  "'''"'^'  "'^'^--^  "''C'-'-'''^^  o''  our 

Master.  Officer.  8ean.an.  s"  i  t  ,  o  L  rTer"'""'.  '  ""'  ''*'''''''"'  ^^""'"'-»'-.  lieutenant, 
an"  Fay  i„  or  on  hoard  any  o  o.  ^hiL  of'w""?  "'"  ^'"'•"  ''^  '"  '"^'^^^  «"-- 
Commission  or  Warrant  from  oucZn"^-l  'I^  "  °'"^  ''""^'«  '''^''"g  ^^  ^'"--iiate 

or  from    our   High    Adn.iral   o(   (^^^  T^^^^^^^^ 

Aclmiraky;  But  that  such  C-l,  .    C,,!  .     "  ""''    '^'^'"*''  ""'''''■   "'«   '^-1  ^f  our 

other  person  so  offending  sh'h^rb";?  ''??^-^^'"'  *^"---'  ^^^nman  8ouldier  or 
sball  require  either  by  Commis  n  .der  o'T  ."i  T'"- '  ""'  ''''"^  "^  ^''*-  °"--- 
of  the  2....  of  Henry  the  S'-  Di'es  or  bv  C  ^"i"  .^^"^  »'  ^^-'^  1^"'-"  as  the  Statute 
E^ecutingthe()ffi.eof  ()urHi,M.  Vdmir  I  rf  T^T:^''"^  """  """^  ^<>"""i-^«ioners  for 
ti.ne  being  according  to  the  a^.^^J^T]Z  '  ^'''"""'  "'  '''''''  '''''''''"  '^'^  ^h« 
tbe  Uogulateing  a.ul  better  Co  er^^  ^^^^^^^  ^ .    '  :;^''"'"^'""'''  ^^'-'-  ""<'  Orders  for 

Sea  ami  „„t  otherwise.  "  '^''J''''^^  '  ^"'''''  ^^'''l'«  °'  W^r  and  Forces  by 

c^::;  c;:::::;r:L::i;;;'  sr-""  ^''^"•■"-:"-"  -"--'  -  --••  -'^  nny 

belonging  to  any  of  o„r  Shi  s  o,  W^'^l^^   'T'T''        "''T  ""•"""  '"•'■^""  ^^"--'-^ 
Warrant  from  our  sai.U^m,   .ission.       ,  ,        '?  "T'  ''X  iu'-ediate  ("onunis^ion  or 

Our  High  Admiral  of  (Jreat  U^  l^^ Zt7  V  'l"  '"'  '"^  "''^''  ^^'""'-'  ^  '>°'" 
tryed  and  punished  accor.ling  to  the  h  w  „  !  P  '  "  i  "  "  ''"' '"'"'"  -'''""^""y  -V  '- 
Misdetueanours  shall  be  co'nnit  el  ^1!  \  1  7  ""^  '"'''  '''''"^''••'•■^'  'W'-^'an.! 
service  and  born  in  Onr  Pay  o     l./    ,        '     •"»"'':"""''"^  -ch  offi-nder  be  i„  onr  actual 

i'."nedia.e  Commission  or  WrH^:',:'^' ^^I /'•'-'':  ^^  "^  """-^  ^■--'«  "'•""^  ''X 
Vol.  VJ.  '™'"  "'"  «"'^  Co.nn..ssioners  for  executing  the  Office  of 
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our  High  Admiral  or  from  Our  High  Admiral  of  Great  Britain  for  the  time  being  as  aforesaid 
so  as  he  shall  not  receive  any  protection  for  the  avoiding  of  Justice  for  such  offences  committed 
on  shore  from  any  pretence  of  His  being  employed  in  our  service  at  sea. 

And  our  further  Will  and  pleasure  is  that  all  publick  Mony  raised  or  which  shall  be  raised 
by  any  Act  to  be  hereafter  made  within  our  said  Province  and  other  the  Territories  depending 
thereon  be  issued  out  by  Warrant  from  you  by  and  with  the  Advice  and  consent  of  our 
Council  and  disposed  of  by  you  for  the  support  of  the  Government  and  not  otherwise. 

And  we  do  hereby  likewise  give  and  grant  unto  you  full  power  and  Authority  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  our  said  Council  to  settle  and  agree  with  the  Inhabitants  of  our 
Province  and  Territories  aforesaid  for  such  Lands,  Tenements  and  Heredita"  as  now  are  or 
hereafter  shall  be  in  our  power  to  dispose  of  and  them  to  grant  to  any  person  or  persons  upon 
such  Terms  and  under  such  moderate  Quit  Rents,  Services  and  Acknowledgements  to  be 
thereupon  reserved  unto  us,  as  you  by  and  with  the  advice  Aforesaid  shall  think  fit ;  which  said 
Grants  are  to  pass  and  be  sealed  by  our  seal  of  New  York  and  being  entered  upon  Record  by 
such  Officer  or  Officers  as  you  shall  appoint  shall  be  good  and  effectual  in  Law  against  us,  Our 
Heirs  and  Successors. 

And  we  do  hereby  give  you  the  said  George  Clinton  full  power  and  Authority  to  order  and 
appoint  Fairs,  Marts  and  Markets,  as  also  such  and  so  many  ports,  harbours,  bays,  havens 
and  other  places  for  the  convenience  and  Security  of  Shipping  and  for  the  better  loading  and 
unloading  of  Goods  and  Merchandizes  as  by  you  with  the  Advice  and  consent  of  our  said 
Council  shall  be  thought  fit  and  necessary. 

And  we  do  hereby  require  and  command  all  officers  and  Ministers,  Civil  and  Military  and 
all  other  inhabitants  of  our  said  Province  and  Territories  depending  thereon,  to  be  obedient 
aiding  and  assisting  unto  you  the  said  George  Clinton  in  the  Execution  of  this  our  Commission 
and  of  the  powers  and  Authoritys  herein  contained  and  in  Case  of  Your  Death  or  absence  out 
of  our  said  Province  and  Territories  depending  thereon  to  be  obedient,  aiding  and  assisting 
unto  such  person  as  shall  be  appointed  by  us  to  be  our  Lieutenant  Governor  or  Commander  in 
Chief  of  our  said  Province  to  whom  we  do  therefore  by  these  presents  give  and  grant  all  and 
singular  the  Powers  and  Authorities  herein  granted  to  be  by  him  executed  and  enjoyed  during 
our  pleasure  or  untill  Your  Arrival  within  our  said  Province  and  Territories. 

And  if  upon  Your  Death  or  absence  out  of  our  8ai<i  IVovince  and  Territories  depending 
thereon  there  be  no  person  upon  the  place  commissionated  or  appointed  by  us  to  be  Our 
Lieutenant  Governor  or  Commander  in  Chief  of  our  said  I'rovince  Our  Will  and  pleasure  is  that 
the  eldest  Councillor  whose  name  is  lirst  placed  in  Our  said  Instructions  to  you  and  who  shall  be 
at  the  time  of  Vour  Death  or  absence  residing  within  Our  said  Province  of  New  York  shall 
take  upon  him  the  Administration  of  the  (Government  and  Execute  our  sniti  Commission  and 
Instructions  and  the  several  powers  and  Authorities  therein  contained  in  the  same  manner  and  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  as  other  our  Governor  or  Commander  in  Chief  of  our  said  Province 
should'  or  ought  to  do  in  case  of  Your  absence  untill  Your  return  or  in  all  cases  untill  our 
further  pleasure  be  known  therein. 

And  we  do  hereby  declare  ordain  and  appoint  that  you  the  said  George  Clinton  shall  and 
may  hold,  execute  and  enjoy  the  Office  and  Place  of  our  Captain  (General  and  (Governor  in 
Chief  in  and  over  our  province  of  Now  York  and  the  Territories  depending  thereon,  together 

'•liiill.     Book  o/ Commiuiont.iy.,  \06.  —  Ki>. 
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And  whereas  there  are  divers  Colonies  adjoining  to  Our  Province  of  New  York  for  the 
defence  and  securUy  whereof  it  is  requisite  that  due  care  be  taken  in  time  of  war  VVe  have 

e  efore  thought  U  necessary  for  our  service  and  for  the  b.tter  protection  and  secu  i  y  of  ou 
subjects  mhnbUing  those  parts  to  constitute  and  appoint  and  We  do  by  these  Presents  constitute 
an    nppojnt  You  the  said  George  Chnton  to  be  our  Captain  General 'and  Commander  "cMf 
o   the  M,ht.a  and  o    ail  the  Forces  by  Sea  and  Land  within  our  Colony  of  ConnactiJu    an    o 
all  our  Forts  and  Places  of  strength  within  the  same.  v^onnacticut  and  ot 

.n,t  PI  '^"'  '^'c'"""  l'^""?^'  Governing  and  Ruling  our  said  Militia  and  all  our  Forces  Forts 
and  Places  of  Strength  w.thin  our  said  Colony  of  Connecticut.  We  do  hereby  Give  and  gC 
unto  You  the  sa.d  George  Clinton  and  in  Your  absence  to  our  Commander  in  Chi  7  7 
Provinceof  New  York  all  and  every  the  like  powers  as  in  these  pTrnseLte;^ 
and  rected  forthe  rulmg.  Governing  and  Ordering  our  Militia  anJ  all  our  Fore       For     a„d 
Places  of  Strength  w.thin  Our  Province  of  New  York  to  be  exercised  bv  Yon  H         Vr 
Clinton  and  in  Your  absence  from  our  Territory  and  DonnnTon  o    N  w  Yofk   hv        r  T 

in  Chief  of  our  Province  of  New  York  within'our  saidZlony  o^  Con.lcti^^^ 
our  pleasure.     In  Witness  Whereof  We  have  caused  tl.esecL  I    mTT  T     '^"""^ 

Wit.s.fJohn  ArclU.sH  ofCanterburyaud^rG^l^i^  ::U^^^ 

At  Westminster  the  third  day  of  July  in  the  fifteenth  Year  of  Our  Reign  ^ 

By  Writ  of  Privy  Seal 

BiSSE.  ] 


Lieutenant-Gorernor  ClarU  to  the  Dulce  of  Nexvcastle. 

[  New.Tork  P»per»,  ( 8.  P.  o. )  No.  0,  p.  95.  ] 

My  Lord.  ^^"^  ^^^k  June  the  20"'  174L 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  acquaint  your  Grace,  that  I  recommended  to  the  Assen.bly  to  mnke 

rzz:i\  -7 ;"' M  ''"•"''  '■"  ^""'"'"^'"'^  ""•'  ^''•'•""""«-  -'"^^  -">i<« «'  w  irie 

may  ra.se.  lest  ,f  .should  waU  till  their  next  n.eetiug  and  during  their  recess  Gen'  Wentwo    1 

done  thereon,  if  t.en-  Weu.worth  l,u,d  in  ^^'Zj:::::!^^^:^^^::;^'^:^' 
resolve  they  hope  to  save  theircredit  and  their  n.oney  too;  tbeii' rt.li,  by       e^      L  dispo  ii t 

meet,  lor  .1  (.en' Wenlworth   wants   nrruils   liiey  suppose    |,e   will   son,,   v.rl,  .  c      .i  , 

r.„.,iva,„.  d.d  <«r  «n  ,1,.  „„.,„  „. .,.,  „,i.  ,i,..y  di.i  „„.  J„,  ,m  ,„4  .l^ii  ir.,". 


196 


NEW-YORK  COLONIAL  MANUSCRIPTS. 


Philaderphia  newspaper  of  the  14'"  of  the  last  month,  wherein  it  is  said  that  the  Governors 
bills  drawn  on  the  Commissioners  of  the  navy  for  victualling  and  transporting  the  companies 
he  raised  were  duely  honor'd,  or  I  believe  (if  the  Assembly  had  known  it  last  year)  I  should 
have  found  it  much  more  difficult  than  I  did  to  have  brought  them  to  provide  for  that  expence, 
of  this  opinion  are  some  of  the  house  whom  I  have  talked  with,  as  also  that  they  will,  when 
It  comes  to  the  push  refuse  to  give  any  thing  for  victualling  or  transporting  Recruits  or  new 
Levies  — however,  I  beg  leave  to  assure  Your  Grace  that  I  will  do  all  I  can. 

The  fatal  fire  that  consumed  all  the  buildings  in  the  Fort,  which  from  the  circumstances  of 
the  time  and  place  of  the  plumbers  working  I  thought  was  accidental,  now  appears  evidently 
to  be  done  by  design  in  consequence  of  an  horrid  conspiracy  to  burn  it  and  the  whole  Town, 
as  your  Grace  may  be  pleased  to  see  in  the  inclosed  paper,  wherein  the  confessions  and 
discoveries  are  written  down  in  their  own  words  just  as  they  were  spoken.— 

The  Plott  was  contrived  by  one  Huson  a  white  man  to  enrich  himself  by  plunder,  the 
negroes  were  by  him    brought  into  it,  in   hopes  of  shareing  with  him  and  of  gaining  their 
liberty;  they  were  mostly  sworn  by  him  to  secrecy  and  many  of  them  died  without  disclosing 
It,  and  even  denying  it,  for  some  time  after  the  fort  was  burned  I  had  no  other  thoughts  of  it, 
than  that  it  was  accident,  but  when  three  or  four  and  once  I  think  five  houses  were  set  on  fire 
in  a  day  and  some  of  them  apparently  by  design,  I  soon  changed  my  thoughts  and  set  myself 
heartily  to  woik  to  find  out  tie  villany;  these  frequent  fires  threw  the  people  into  the  utmost 
consternation  and  confusion ;  to  appease  their  fears  and  to  secure  them  from  danger,  I  caused 
a  guard  of  the  militia  to  mount  at  the  Town  hall  every  night  and  to  go  the  rounds  duely,  the 
Kings  Troops  doing  duty  regular  as  usual ;  this  had  a  good  effect  by  bringing  the  people  again 
to  think  of  their  private  bu-.iness  which  for  sometime  was  intermitted.  I  went  constantly  to 
every  fire  to  give  directions  and  to  animate  the  people,  and  by  my  care  and  their  activity,  only 
one  house,  and  that  a  warehouse  of  little  value,  was  burnt,  had  the  suspicion  obtained,  when 
those  lires  begun  that  the  negroes  were  at  the  bottom  of  it,  the  whole  town  might  have  been 
laid  in  ashes,  for  men  in  that  case  would  have  been  more  intent  upon  guarding  themselves  and 
their  families,  than  upon  extinguishing  the  fires;  The  town  was  to  have  been  burnt  the  night 
after  the  tort,  but  was  thus  fortunately  saved  ;  In  the  evening  the  fire  that  was  in  the  ruins  of 
the  I-ort  seeming  to  be  extinguished,  the  people  went  to  their  homes,  but  about  nine  o'clock 
at  night  a  strong  North-West  wind  springing  up  kindled  it  again  in  several  places,  and   the 
sparks  begun  to  fly  so  that  I  apprehended  ihey  might  set  fire  to  some  of  the  adjacent  houses, 
and  by  that  means  endanger  the  whole  Town,  wherefore  I  thought  it  necessary  to  alnrn.  the 
people  who  coming  to  the  ruins  of  the  Fort  again  and  seeing  the  danger,  thought  it  the  safest 
way  to  watch  that  night  and  a  company  of  the  militia  being  by  my  orders  in  arms  an<l  goinr 
tiie  rounds  prevented  the  mischief  designed. 

The  loss  I  have  sustained  by  the  (ire  is  greater  than  at  first  it  appeared  to  be,  and  to  h.-avy 
for  me  to  bear  without  being  supported  by  Your  Graces  protection  which  I  most  humbly  beg 
leave  to  ask,  and  to  subscribe  myself  with  the  most  profound  submission  iMy  Lord-Your 
Graces  — most  humble,  most  obedient  and  most  dutiful  seivant- (signed).     G.  Glakkk 
His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  — 
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Lieutenant -Gove^-nor  Clarice  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  New-Tork  Papers,  Gg.,  No.  88.  ] 

My  Lords  New  York  June  the  20.  1741. 

General  of  ihe  Li  LSTZIaITI^  ■"'  '^  ™"°  """'  "«™'"  "  "•"  '«"»  •"« 
to  mat.  provision  bJe  v  ro,.  fo  "  -  "  "■"'".  '  '  """"'"■"''■"'  ''  '»  'I''  A.,en,bly 
during  thdr  rooea.  tl^s  ertl.  ,Zm  bl^T  TI  '"°'P'>«'"e  'l>™.  Ie»t  If  I  rai.o  them 
oon.ider.lion  a.  the     next  le  i"  J  ,    '^"f'  """  ™  "'"  "''""'"■'■  ""''™'i  '»  "»  it  into 

»nd  tbe.,  dr.„LtL":rT^raTt:r:"^;,Cniiiror;r  c"^"""-  '^'™  -- 

paid  t,,e,  boiieve  r.  'J'ti^btlT do^  ttC:  ^^  t'e'^  Zri^oV^^i  ""  "7^ 
determined  to  be  at  no  more  exnpn^^  h,„  »i  '^^■^^"  '^"^  "^^'  ^  '^ar 

raise  men  and  to  b   nito  o.v    h.     h        V"'  ''^'''  '"^^'^^  '  ^'"  ^°  ^"  ^  '^'^'^  both  to 
likeuisetoml   wt  iC^SL'r  ""'   transporting  them;   I  expect 

C.ri:c;,^;er:f:i;rS=^^^ 

.  :;"'„:',;'„::':::"„;'" 'i""'"  ';■  "r:°" »"" «'—«" -^ "'r:.;b,.»nce, for 

appr,.|,„n,le,l  1^ ,,  ",  k  ,°lled  h!7'''°     '",""''  '"''  ""'  '"'"''"'"    '''  °='-'"l""  »'  '  "  «« 
til  whole  .    ™    ,  i  o        :i^^  ";  "'"  "'"'"'-'"  "f »  '"-"'  <'°»«l'i™>7  to  burn  it  and 

b..l  al.o  by  ,he  tJLll-^!  f  """  «"""  "'"='"  "'«  '''""'I'"  »n,  to  work 

know  eve !       :    ,:!',"■'''  T  """''  <=°""P"»'»"  """  »-  do  no.  ye. 

seven  Barnes  were  burnt  in  on..  ni.rl,.    r..     i     .  .  "^'  '■""'"''  '^"'^  ^'""'^ 

this  Town  there  l...v«  ""-"'S'"'  '"<■  «h.ch  two  .N.-groea  were  tried  and  executed  ;  I„ 

.  «  lovyn  thtre  h.ue  been  already  executed  for  this  Conspiracy  seventeen  vi.'  Three  Wl  i.e, 

(Huson  the  contr.ver  and  n.ain  spring  of  the  whole  design.'his  wife  and  a::,:,  wl.;:  woma,: 
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who  lived  in  Huson's  house,  and  had  a  bastard  by  one  of  the  Negro  Conspirators)  and  fourteen 
Negroes  Huson  is  Iiung  in  chains,  for  the  rest  that  or  may  be  executed,  I  desired  the 
Judges  to  single  out  only  a  few  of  the  most  notorious  for  execution,  and  that  I  would  pardon 
the  rest,  on  condition  that  the  pardon  be  r'-id  if  they  be  found  in  the  Province  after  a  certain 
day,  whereby  their  masters  will  transport  them  out  of  hand,  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  send  your 
Lordships  the  minutes  taken  at  the  tryal  of  Quack  who  burned  the  fort,  and  of  another  Negro, 
who  was  tryed  with  him,  and  their  confession  at  the  stake,  with  some  other  examinations, 
whereby  your  Lordships  will  see  their  designs,  it  was  ridiculous  to  suppose  that  they  could 
keep  possession  of  the  Town,  if  they  had  destroyed  the  White  people,  yet  the  mischief  they 
would  have  done  in  pursuit  of  their  intention  would  never  the  less  have  been  great. 

My  loss  sits  very  heavy  upon  me.  His  Majesties  bounty  and  goodness,  I  am  sensible  are  vastly 
great,  but  yet  I  know  not  how  to  hope  for  relief,  unless  tiiro  the  protection  of  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle,  upon  your  Lordships  favourable  recommendation  which  I  beg  leave  to  ask.) 
Whether  or  how  far  the  hand  of  popery  has  been  in  this  hellish  conspiracy  I  cannot  yet 
discover,  but:  there  is  room  to  suspect  it,  by  what  two  of  the  Negroes  have  confest.  Viz'  that 
soon  after  they  were  spoke  to,  and  had  consented  to  be  parties  to  it,  they  had  some  checks  of 
conscience  which  they  said,  would  not  suffer  them  to  burn  houses  and  kill  the  White  people  ; 
whereupon  those  who  drew  them  into  the  conspiracy  told  them,  there  was  no  sin  or  wickedness 
in  it,  and  that  if  they  would  go  to  Huson's  house,  they  should  find  a  man  who  would  satisfy 
them  but  they  say  they  would  not  nor  did  go;  Margaret  Keny  was  supposed  to  be  a  papist, 
and  it  is  suspected  that  Huson  and  his  wife  were  brought  over  to  it :  there  was  in  Town  some 
time  ago  a  man  who  is  said  to  be  a  Romish  Priest,  who  used  to  be  at  Huson's,  but  has 
disappeared  ever  since  the  discovery  of  the  conspiracy  and  is  not  now  to  be  found,  upon  this 
occasion  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  send  your  Lordships  a  paragraph  of  General  Oglethorps 
letter  to  me. 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  send  your  Lordships  the  naval  officers  accounts  for  the  last  year, 
and  I  have  the  pleasure  to  say  that  if  your  Lordships  will  be  pleased  to  compare  those  of  the 
last  three  years  with  those  of  three  years  before  I  had  the  Government,  you  will  see  tliat 
the  trade  and  navigation  of  the  Province  is  greatly  increased.  I  am  with  the  highest  respect 
and  honor 

My  Lords 

Your  Lordships 

most  humble  and 

most  obedient  Servant 
R'  Hon*-"  the  Lords  of  Trade.  Geo:  Clarke 


Sir 


Paragraph  of  General  Oglethorp's  letter  to  M'  Clarke  Lieut*  Gov^  of  New  York. 

Frederica  in  Georgia  IG  May  1741 


A  I'arfy  of  our  Indians  returned  8">  instant,  from  war  against  the  Spaniards,  they  had  an 
engagement  with  a  party  of  Spanish  horse  just  by  Augustine,  and  brought  one  of  them 
prisoners  to  me,  he  gives  me  an  account  of  three  Spunish  Sloops  and  a  Snow  Privateers,  who  are 
sailed  from  Augustine  to  tiie  iNortlivvurd  of  Cape  Fear,  to  cruise  from  thence  to  the  Eastward  and 
Northward  for  the  provision  vesaells  bound  from  the  Northward  to  the  West  Indies;  hoping 
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Sen,  intellisenco  I  h»d  of  „  villa  ZsT  "  „  ve  1  .x.rr  '  "'  °"  ""^'"'■""" ' 
important,  Vi..  that  the  Spaniard.  I,„<1  E  „Ts.°rv,o  bun,  Z'l'"'''  """"'  """  '''  ""'  ""^ 
Town,  in  t„e  English  Jonh  A.eric  j:rZe; tV^  e  t%r™Sit  T^f '""' 
expedition  and  fleet  in  the  West  Indies-  inH  fnr  .hi/  subsisting  of  the  great 

pretended  to  be  Physicians.  dIc  g  .^'.slt  nnd  1  .'"'"'.  T'?  P""''  """  *""P'°y'^  «"^° 
that  pretence  to  getl  ad.itt'ance  Z  c^:  d  ce  „  tZZt  ^^U^T^'''''']  ^  T'"' 
these  advices,  since  the  thing  was  too  horrid  for  nn.  !        .  ^'""^  '"""''  ^'^'^'^  ^° 

the.  but  he  would  not  own'he  tJZ  ^;t^J^r'  ''  ''''' '  '  ^''''  ''^  — ^"^ 


Zords  of  Trade  to  Lieutenant-Governor  ClavTce. 


To  George  Clarke  Esq' 


[New- York  EntriM,  M.,  p.  135.] 


S' 


Since  our  last  to  you  of  the  S"'  of  Anmiof  1-7 -in  ,„„  i  .     ,  ,. 

.u„e  4.^  or  An^nst^nd  t„«  "i  N:l-,nr?™tro  x";':;!::!';',:?  ^f  I'''  ■?:  °/ 

together  will,  tire  Papers  transmitted  Iherewitl,  ^  '"'"  "" 

August  last.  ^  transmitted  with   Your  letter  of  the  4">  of 

We  congratulate  you  upon  the  agreement  you  have  made  with  the  Six  K.tin..  1        .■       ^ 
in  Your  letter  of  the  10-  of  November  I,«f^  Ll  h.  T  '  (mentioned 

2- *orTnrll  T",""'^  '°7  '°,'"""  "'■  '"•  "'"'  "•»'  y°"  '™'  ■»  »"  ■*"»■""  »f  i"  your,  of  .he 

c™p:^^;;i\r,r:rdroo:;iJLter.^         »---  -  - 
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or  absent,  and  that  with  regard  to  the  last  you  specify  from  whom  and  for  how  long  a  time 
they  have  their  licence  and  that  you  take  care  to  make  an  annual  Return  to  the  General  Queries 
formerly  sent,  that  we  may  be  apprized  from  time  to  time  of  any  alterations  that  may  happen 
in  the  Circumstances  of  Your  Government.    So  we  bid  You  heartily  farewell,  and  are 

Your  very  loving  friends 

and  humble  Servants 

B.  Keeke 

Whitehall  f  ^"^^'''^ 

Aug«  20.- 1741.  Ja-Brudenell 

tt.    rLUMEH. 


Lords  of  Trade  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 

[New-Tork  Entrlet,  M.,  p.  laj.] 

To  His  Grace  The  Duke  of  Newcastle. 
My  Lord, 

Having  prepared  a  Draught  of  General  Instructions  as  likewise  of  those  which  relate  to  the 
Articles  of  Trade  and  Navigation  for  the  Hon-'e  George  Clinton  Esq'  whom  His  Majesty  hal 
been  pleased  to  appoint  his  Governor  of  New  York,  We  take  leave  to  inclose  the  said  Draughts 
to  Your  Grace  together  with  Our  Representation  thereupon  and  to  desire  Your  Grace  will  be 
pleased  to  lay  the  same  before  their  Excellencies  Th3  Lords  Justices.     We  are.  My  Lord, 

Your  Grace's  most  obedient 

&  most  humble  Servants 
M.  Bladen 

Whitehall  ^  ^^"^'^'^ 

Aug.  r  20-'.  1741  B.  Keene 

Ja.  Brudenell. 

To  their  Excellencies  The  Lords  Justices. 
May  it  please  Your  Excellencies 

^r^TZZ,    ,  ["  o^'edience  to  His  Majesty's  commands  signifved  to  us  by  His  Grace  The  Duke 
^^P^  °    ^''^'^''^^  °"«  °f  His  Majesties  Principal  Secretaries  of  State  in  his  letter  of 

nstructions  and  of  those  which  relate  to  the  Articles  of  Trade  &  Navigation  for  the  Z  "' 
George  Clinton  Esq'  whom  His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  Governor  of  the  Prov  L 
of  New  lork  ,n  which  we  have  made  no  alterations,  additions  or  omissions  from  such  General 

IrLTl^g^tS^'^  '-'  ''-'''  ''''-''  '-  ''^'  °'^-  ^^—  '»  --^'-  -cepl 

We  have  inserted  in  the  l"  Article  the  names  only  of  ten  Councillors  instead  of  twelve  not 

being  at  present  well  informed  of  the  characters  of  any  Persons  inhabiting  that  Province  proper 
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to  supply  the  Vacancies  of  the  two  Councillors  •  R„f  =„ 

His  Majesty's  Governor  of  such  persons       "L  I'm  TT  "  "'•''•'"  "'"^«  '  ^'«*  ^-™ 

rec.<.n.en,  the-n  to  His  Majesty  t'o  suppVth:  LT^ll  I^^"^  '"  ''''  ''^''^  ^'«  «'^^" 

words  ..  as  also  L  providing  a  houal  fo  1^  r^^  "'  '"'^  '"^"^^"^  '"  ''  ^'^  '"""-"g 
•Tor  the  ti.e  hein/'  instea'd  :ftt::sZ„^;  trl^ii  ^^T^  7  ''^  ''''''-'-' 
repainng  the  house  ailoted  for  you  Our  Governor  or  Lk    V  °  ^°'  ^''^'"^  "P  ^"'^ 

Oovernors  house  having  heen  dLtroyed^JX^^re  tN^:;!::  '''  '''  '''''  '''"'  "  ''' 

t.^e  Awe  of  rrverrh:::  irrr'^  -':'-  ''-^--^  ^~  ^^---^ 

distinct  Government.  '  """"'^'^  "^"^  ^°'-'^«  New  Jersey  which   is  now  a 

The  75'"  Instruction  contains  the  substance  of  7-5  7r.  *  77.h  a  .-  ,     •      . 
to  the  late  Governor  and   is   agreable  to  what  Ils  M      V'r     " '" ''^  ^"«'^"^^'-«  g-«" 
Governor  save  only  that  at  the  end  of  it  Wp  h  ?^^^  ''"'  "''P'^'^'^  "^  '"  '"'«  other 

"  ^ame  Ensign  as  Merchant  SI  ipT/a        Lrwi'thThe  r  "  '1'T'"°  '^"^"^  "  '^"  ^^  '- 
"corner  next  the  Staff."  nursn-mf  fn  fJ  r.  ^"'""  •''■''^''  >"  "^  Canton  at  the  upper 

the  Office  of  High  Adm        :rG  e  t^rr"'"'/"'''^"^^ 

Excellencies  the  lords  Jul      d  t^d  th    r'of^A    ''"'"^  '°  ''"^   Representation  to  their 
us^^tl... ructions  given  by  Cl.^;  t^l^X e^^ ^^llr  ^  "^^^  ^^-^^ 

^^^^'^'t;:;^;:::^:-^^^  p^--  -  orderof  councn 

All  which  is  most  humbly  submitted. 

M.  Bladen 
Whitehall  R-  Plumer 

August  20""  1741  B.  Keene 

Ja.  Bkudenell 


■  '»l 


TAeutenant-Governor  Clarice  to  the  Lords  of  Trade, 

(Now-Tork  P»p«n,  Gg.,  No.  6«.) 

My  Lords,  New  York  August  the  04.  1741 

what  has  since 'appeared  ;  W  he,  t',  '  t  it"'  "•  '7  ^"''  ''  '""'''  '^"^^  '""^  «'^-^  "^ 
but  it  is  now  applnt  tlult  the  ll;:  '^       uTnTCr  '  1  V°';  """  "^^  ^^^"^^"^^ 

was  upon  full  and  clear  evidence  convicL^l  of        •  "'      ^'''''  '"'"'"'^  ^"-'''  ^^^'^^^ 

several  other  white  men  in  pZZT^J  7'"' r  '"''  ^^'""  '"  ''  "«'  '"'^'^  '--'- 
whom  is  a  dancing  master,  som::"-  Im  4  ,::::,  e'";''""^^''^^-^  '''''  '''^'''"  "^  "^ 
and  the  father  and  three  brothers  of  that  ir„  ,  con.panies  posted  in  this  town, 

Vol.  VI.  °'  ''""'  ^^g"^°"  "•''»  ^-^^  I'^-g^-d.  Where  by  whom  or  in  whai 
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shape  this  plot  was   first  projected  is  yet  undiscovered   that  which  ui  present  seems  most 

probable  is  that  Huson  an  indigent  fellow  of  a  vile  character  caeting  in  his  thoughts  how  to 

mend  his  circumstances  inticed  some  Negroes  to  rob  their  masters  and  to  bring  the  stolen  to 

him  on  promise  of  reward  when  they  were  sold  but  seeing  that  by  this  pilfering  trade  riches 

did  not  flow  into  him  fast  enough  and  finding  the  Negroes  fit  instruments  for  any  villany  he 

then  fell  upon  the  schemes  of  burning  the  fort  and  town  and  murdering  the  people  as  the 

speediest  way  to  enrich  himself  and  them,  and  to  gain  the  freedom,  for  that  was  the  Negroes 

main  inducement,  how  long  this  Plot  has  been  on  foot  is  uncertain  one  of  the  Negroes  who 

laid  hold  on  my  proclamation  owned  he  was  sworn  by  Huson  last  Christmas  was  three  years, 

others  two  years  ago  others  more  lately  hut  when  or  by  what  means  the  Priest  and  Huson 

became  acquainted  is  but  conjecture  most  likely  it  was  by  the  means  of  Margaret  Kerry  who 

lived  in  Husons  house  and  was  executed  with  him  for  she  being  a  profest  Papist  might  disclose 

it  to  the  Priest,  be  that  as  it  will  after  he  was  acquainted  with  them  the  design  seemed  to 

proceed  with  more  vigour     The  conspirators  had  hopes  given  them  that  the  Spaniards  would 

come  hither  and  join  with  them  early  in  the  Spring  but  if  they  failed  of  coming  then  the 

business  was  to  be  done  by  the  Conspirators  without  them  many  of  them  were  christen'd  by 

the  Priest  absolved  from  all  their  past  sins  and  vvhatever  they  should  do  in  the  Plolt  many  of 

them  sworn  by  him  (others  by  Huson  to  burn  and  destroy  and  to  be  secret,  wherein  they  were 

but  too  punctual  how  weak  soever  the  scheme  may  appear  it  was  plausible  and  strong  enough 

to  engage  and  hold  the  Negroes  and  that  was  all  that  the  Priest  and  Huson  wanted  for  had  the 

fort  taken  fire  in  the  night  as  it  was  intended  the  town  was  then  to  have  been  fired  in  several 

places  at  once,  in  which  confusion  much  rich  Plunder  might  have  been  got  and  concealed  and 

if  they  had  it  in  view  too,  to  serve  the  enemy  they  could  not  have  done  it  more  effectually  (or 

this  town  being  laid  in  Ashes  his  Majesties  forces  in  the  West  Indies  might  have  suffered  much 

for  want  of  provisions  and  perhaps  been  unable  to  proceed  upon  any  expedition  or  peicc  of 

service,  from  whence  they  might  promise  themselves  great  rewards,  I  doubt  the  business  is 

pretty  nigh  at  an  end  for  since  the  Priest  has  been  apprehended  and  some  more  white  men 

named,  great  industry  has  been  used  through  out  the  town  to  discredit  the  witnesses  and 

prejudice  the  people  against  them  and  I  am  told  it  has  had  in  a  great  measure  its  intended 

effect  I  am  sorry  for  it  for  I  do  not  think  we  are  yet  got  near  the  bottom  of  it,  when  1  doubt 

the  principal  conspirators  lie  concealed. 

B.  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Lordships  that  by  the  means  of  some  people  whom  I 
sent  last  year  to  reside  in  the  Senecas  country  (as  usual)  I  obtained  a  deed  for  the  lands  at 
Tierroudequat  from  the  Sachimes  and  I  have  sent  orders  to  those  people  to  go  round  the  lands 
in  Company  with  some  of  the  Sachims  and  to  mark  the  trees,  that  it  may  be  known  at  all 
times  hereafter  how  mn  ■'   they  have  given  up  to  us. 

C.  General  Oglethorp  by  his  letter  o'the  12  of  the  last  month  acquaints  me  that  the  Creeks 
and  Cherokees  being  by  him  informed  of  the  treaty  made  last  year  at  Albany  by  me  with  the 
Six  Nations  are  much  pleased  with  it  and  propose  to  send  deputies  thither  but  as  his  Majesty 
has  been  pleased  to  appoint  Commodore  Clinton  to  be  Governor  of  this  Province  who  hopes 
to  he  here  the  later  end  of  this  or  the  beginning  of  the  next  month  it  must  be  left  to  him  to  do 
therein  as  he  thinks  proper  I  am  very  glad  that  he  will  find  the  Province  in  great  tranquility 
and  in  a  flturishing  condition  able  to  support  the  Government  in  an  honorable  and  ample 
manner  and  I  hope  he  will  bring  them  to  do  it,  wherein  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  my  part 


^^.f^ 
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D-  My  great  losses  in  the  fire  at  the  fort    nft^r  „ 
expedition  &e  ,,,  ^  m       and  il.in  be7.  "'"""  ''"  "  ^'°'"°^'"^  ''^ 

recommend  me  to  the  Protection  of  his  Grace  th.n.^.  T"  '"  '"''"'*  y°"'  ^"'■^^h'P^  to 
noble  and  generous  nature  may  bW  ought  uo„  ^ok  T'^  '"P'"^ '^^^  '^-«^^'« 

sinking  under  the  weight  of  my  misfortunes  T  r       .'^  ""'  ^^ '"'"^  '"^•'^"^  or  other  from 

hitherto  which  r  3>.a.UcknowU;ets  ::;•  as  ni::tiU^^^^  ''f  ^^^^  ^°^  ^'"^  "-'-'- 

Lordships  I  beg  leave  to  return  my  mos  1,    nb  e  than  T'"'  thankfulness  and  to  your 

n,e.  beseeching  you  to  assist  me  in  this     "^   of  !     7     ^^^ '— -c^  goodness  to 
execrable  I'lott.  ""^  *'™«  °^  ''^^^'  to  which  I  am  reduced  by  this 

a"::^ZZ  t  tTZ':z^:;r'T  r  ^^'^  ^-^ '- '-  «'"^"^  of  the 

and  for  other  the  purposes  therein   rnUon.?'  "     '"'  '''''''''  '''  '''  ^'^^  «^  ^^'-  ^ork 
In  VrrM^T'""^  ''"'  ^''  'PP'^''  '^  the  preamble 

t-  ^^ "  L:S;^;^:^Ci  ;tr.r-  '^^  7--  ^--  — .  m 

■n  a  better  posture  of  defence,  to  build  the  SetrL  0^"  ^"V  n^"'^""^  '"  ""' ''"«  T«wa 
workes  I  likewise  prevailed  with  them  t^rt  V  o  ° t  "'/'^  ''""'='  ^"  °^  '^^^  "-essary 
be  applyed  in  buying  provisions  for  the  re  le  o  he^„T,  ?!;  ""1  '"  ^"^  ^"  """^-'^  P-nds  to 
length  and  severity  of  the  last  winter,  and  I  am  ler  w  I      T"  '"  '''''  ^'''"''  '^'^  the 

remembered  by  them  at  all  times  with  gratitude  '  "'  ''"  ""''  of  Humanity  will  be 

Of  Pa/liarnl'^  '''''  "  --'^  '^^  ^-'^^'''P^  '^tter  of  the  ..  of  April  with  the  two  Acts 

W  bee:^::::;St:el^^:^Z:ir;"^  -^  f  -  conspirators  there 
Husons  daughter  and  pardoned  and  t  an  nor  tdpfT  v  ''  """'^  """^  ^'"''^  ^oman,  vi.. 
indicted  but  being  accused  and  str  „    ;  1^    'b^    'T'  'r'''  ''''''  ^^'^^^-^  -t 

transport  them.  ^^  suspected  to  be  gu.lty  their  masters  consented  to 

We!:::  S'for"";  'r  '"'^"'"^  '^  ^^"^--^ '« ^^  --'ged. 

-ng  :s  rif ;  ^tf  cr  ::r:r  r:r  ^fc^°  --  -—  ^-^ 

^eeommendmyselfto..^.,,.„^^^^^^^ 

Vour  Lordships 

most  humble  and 

most  obedient  Servant 
p   g  ^Eo:  Clark  . 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  send  your  Lord.l  ;„<. 
naturalised  by  Act  of  I'arliament   ^  "'"  '"  ''^'"""^  ''  '"^^  ^^"ons  who  have  been 

The  U'Hon^eti,^  Lords  of  Trade. 
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Deed  to  His  Majesty  of  tJie  Land  around  Ivondeqiioit. 

[  From  Kecord  ia  Becratarjf's  offlco,  Albtn^.  ] 

To  all  People  To  Whom  these  presents  Shall  or  may  come  We  Tenehokaiwce  Tewassajes 
And  Staghreche  Principall  Sachims  of  the  Sinnekes  Country  Native  Indians  of  the  Province 
of  New  York  Send  Greeting  Know  yee  that  for  Sundry  good  Causes  and  considerations  us 
Moveing  but  More  Especially  for  and  in  Consideration  of  the  value  of  one  hundred  Pounds 
Currant  money  of  the  said  Province,  unto  us  in  hand  paid  and  delivered  at  and  before  the 
Ensealing  and  delivery  hereof  by. 

the  Receipt  whereof  we  do  hereby  acknowledge  and  therewith  to  be  fully  paid  and 
Contented  and  thereof  and  therefrom  and  f  and  from  every  part  and  parcell  thereof  do  fully 
Clearly  and  absolutely  request  Exonerate  and  discharge  them  the  Said 

their  Executors  Administrators  and  Assigns  and  every  of  them  for  ever  by  these  presents 
have  therefore  given  granted  Released  and  forever  quiet  Claimed  and  by  these  presents  for  us 
and  our  defendants  do  give  grant  Release  and  forever  quiet  Claime  unto  our  most  gracious 
Sovereign  Lord  George  the  Second  by  the  grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain  France  and  Ireland 
King  Defender  of  the  faith  &<=  his  heirs  and  Successors  all  our  Right  title  and  Interest  Claime 
property  Profession  and  Demand  of  in  and  to  all  that  Tract  of  Land  Scituate  lying  and  being 
in  the  County  of  Albany  beginning  on  the  bank  of  the  Osweego  Lake  six  miles  easterd  of 
Tierondequat  &  runs  from  thence  along  the  Lake  westward  twenty  miles  &  from  the  Lake 
South  eastward  thirty  miles  keeping  that  distance  from  the  Lake  all  the  way  from  the  beginning 
to  the  end  with  all  and  Singular  of  woods  underwoods  trees  mines  mineralls  Quarrys 
hereditaments  and  appurtenances  whatsoever  and  the  Reversion  and  Reversions  Remainder 
and  Remainders  Rents  Issues  and  p'of.lts  thereof  To  have  and  to  hold  all  and  singular  the 
above  bargained  premisses  with  the  appurtenances  unto  our  said  most  gracious  Sovereign  Lord 
his  heirs  Successors  and  Assigns  to  the  Sole  and  only  proper  use  benefitt  and  behoof  of  our 
Said  Sovereign  Lord  his  heirs  Successors  and  Assigns  for  ever  In  Testimony  whereof  we  have 
hereunto  Sett  our  marks  and  Seals  this  tenlh  day  of  January  in  the  fourteenth  year  of 
his  Majesties  Reign  annoq:  Doni :  174^. 


Signed  Sealed  and  Delivered 
In  the  presence  of 

hendryck  Wempel 
Jacobus  Van  Eps 
Philip  Ryder 
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Tenehokaiwe  Tewassajes  and  Stafflim-h«  '^-ti  •        J  ^   ''''^   ^'"'   ^'"''»    "-''mfd 

P:  Livingston 


"•wmv. 


Lieutenant-Oavernor  Clarice  to  the  Dule  of  Newcastle. 

[  N,w.Tork  Paper..  ( 9.  P.  o. )  No.  9,  p.  i  w.  ] 

My  Lord.  New  York,  October  the  19'"  1741. 

Ceneral  Wentworth  having  wmto  f^  ™„  r 

he  sent,  all  the  assistance       ';    ^er  ZZ  ^"^''^1  *'""  "°"  ^'^'"«  ^^^  -""'<^  ^"^-^ 

succeed.  I  cannot  yet  make  any  toirrabCuess^?^^  '"""  '"^^  '""^'  '^^  '  «'"'^'> 

the  men  who  migh  otherwise  in  it         I,  2    .'?..'  late  execrable  piott  will  discourage 

to  the  Assembly tnd  their  add      3;  I  endevour:        ,%  ^T/r  """  ^''"^  ^^'^^"^  ™^  ^"-''^ 
.    Clinton,  and  have  taken  no  small  pai^ns   nnnn  r  '^  '''  ""°°"'  ^'^^  "^^^  ''or  Cnpt" 

ought  to  give  to  His  Maj.  o  C  pt"  C  intonT  "  l"  '"  """'"^  '"  ''''"^^"^-'  *'"->'  ^4 
^vithout  particular  applications  asCtX''"  """'"  f  T^'^  term  of  years,  and 
every  Governor  in  chief,  but  all  in  Ta  „  tlv  «  ^  .  ,  '°"'''"''^  ''""^  "P°"  '^'^  '^''^''-^  «f 
however,  I  hope  he  may  bring  hem  t  r'e  on  iT  ,  "^'  ''"''"  ^"'  ^^^  °''«'-»te, 
can  ass^t  .m  therein.  ^  i„  a^  thing  1::?:^:^:^,!^;;;  );;—  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^  ^ 

and  people,  into  a  condition  to  supp  rt 'm  um  ousT'T'i"  '""  '"  ''"^'  ^"^  ""'^  '-vl 
my  losses  by  the  fire,  for  it  was  not  po  s^  e  "onT/'"^  'i  "^'"^  ^""^  ^"'^"^  ^'^  — >t  of 
all  yet.  tho'  what  I  do  know  an  ou„rto  I    Iween  1  .    T  "'"''''  ""'  '  ''^"^  '  ^«  ""^  ^"-v 

beg  pardon  for  this  presumptionaud   lelveT    7      ^  """""''  P""'"^^"     '  """''''7 

submission-  '        ^       '  ''"'^   ''''''   ^'^   «"'^«'="be  myself  with   the   most  profound 

My  Lord 

Your  Graces. 

most  humble,  most  obedient  and 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  "^°^'  ^\x\:\{\x\  servant 

(s'gned).  G.  Clarke 
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Lieutenant-Oovernor  Clarice  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  New-York  Papert,  Og.,  No.  CO.  ] 

New  York  October  the  19.  1741 
My  Lords 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  send  your  Lordships  my  speech  to  the  Assembly  and  their  address, 
I  was  willing  even  to  the  last  to  try  my  utmost  efioJts  to  bring  them  to  a  sense  of  their  duty 
and  tho  I  coul'.  not  in  my  time  obtain  such  a  settlement  of  the  revenue  as  I  have  always 
aimed  at,  yet  I  should  have  been  very  glad  to  have  obtained  it  against  Cap:  Clintons  arrival 
that  he  might  have  had  no  dilliculty  to  encounter,  for  that  is  the  only  one,  every  thing  else 
being  in  a  happy  situation,  I  know  not  how  paper  disputes  between  Governors  and  Assemblies 
came  to  be  introduced  and  am  surprized  tliat  they  have  not  been  long  ago  dropt  since  I  never 
yet  found  they  produced  any  good  effects,  for  my  part  I  looked  for  no  address  at  this  time  it 
being  usual  with  them  to  address  on  their  meeting  upon  adjournments  nor  did  I  give  any  other 
than  a  general  and  verbal  answer  in  few  words  (which  they  have  taken  no  notice  of),  tho  they 
have  laid  themselves  open  to  severe  reflections  but  the  truth  is  I  believe  they  xpect  a 
dissolution  on  Capt :  Clintons  arrival  or  soon  after  and  calculated  this  address  for  a  new  election 
I  am  determined  to  give  him  all  the  assistance  I  can,  and  1  hope  by  his  prudence  the  present 
quiet  and  happiness  of  the  province  will  be  perpetuated. 

On  Friday  last  the  Assembly  passed  the  inclosed  extraordinary  resolve  whereupon  I  the 
next  day  prorogued  them  to  this,  hoping  that  they  may  think  better  of  it,  here  is  a  flagrant 
instance  of  the  ill  consequences  of  an  Asseniblys  being  permitted  to  appropriate  the  Revenue, 
and  of  giving  it  from  year  to  year  they  have  unmasked  at  last  and  in  effect  declared  that  if  a 
Governor  will  not  blindly  pay  all  their  bills  how  unreasonable  or  unjust  or  how  ((nitradictory 
soever  'o  his  duty  and  the  Kings  instructions  he  may  think  then  they  will  starve  him  I 
presume  to  think  that  some  method  will  be  necessary  to  be  taken  at  home  to  put  a  stop  to  this 
evil ;  I  recouimeud  myself  to  your  Lords'"  protection  and  am  with  the  highest  honor  and  regard 

My  Lords 

Your  Lordships 

most  humble  and 

most  obedient  Servant 
The  P'  Honb'«  the  Lords  of  Trade.  Geo:  Clahke. 


Lieutenant-Governor  Clarke  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

I NowTork  Faport, Og , No.  JO] 

New  York  16  Dec'  1741. 
My  Lords 

Expecting  next  spring  to  deliver  up  tho  Gov«  to  Captain  Clinton  I  beg  leave  to  do  myself 
the  honor  as  I  think  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  your  Lordships  the  State  of  the  Province 
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thr^;^!^;::;^ -rr^-:^^--^^^       -o..s.p.  .„„.  per..,,  Z 

too  long  prevailed,  i„  consequence  wl  reof  '  bui  d"""  ^'  ''''''  '' ''''y  ^"^^  ^''^^  ^^^ 
hundred  houses  in  the  townltood  e.ptyt  t'nt  o^  tIT!  T^  "'""^  '^'"^  '''''''  "'^h  an 
tenanted  were  fallen  very  considerablv  ^^^0 .  f  y^"^"'« '•^"'^  "i«  rents  of  those  that  wera 
«aek  their  quiet  in  anothef  place  ho  •  f  iriin  fo iZf,  '^'  ''^  ^^^  '^"^  ^'-^'"-  '« 
advantage  they  having  then  no  prospect  of  se!  n.  "  H  .''  '"'''''  "'^'^"P-'io"s  to  more 

languished  and  was  reduced  to  a  low  bb  •  fi.  Z  .  '""t  '""  "'"''  '^"'  '''''•  ^^^  ^'-^ 
to  quiet  the  passions  of  the  people  and  to'  nu  n""  ^''f  '"  ''"  ''■'""^'°"  '  ''''  ""y'^^""'"  ^^^k 
most  probable  means  to  give  new    ifc  to  t  .V      'h  '""'^  '"'^'^  '=°"^'^'^'"S  '^  '«  ^e  the 

notwithstanding  all  my  aplicatLnT  took 'L^^tatn^  ^°7 /^"^'  ^'-^'••-  ''^'«. 

or  .„  sp.te  of  my  example  and  endeavours  the  spirit  '0^  -T         ""^  ''  '"  ''''''''''''"' 

however  at  length  I  had  the  good  fortune  o  bril  I  ^  ^^  """^  ^^  "°^  ""'^  '^''^  «''°"^  '^  ^^^'^^ 
the  oldest  man  living  has  known  it  to  en  ov  tl  ''.""""'  '°  '  ^'"'^  ''  ''  --''  1"-'  "« 

and  now  as  many  more  since  bui  a  ,Tn  were""  ^  T'  '"^'^^  ^"  "°"  ""  ^'-"»«^ 
building  are  bespoke  before  they  re  lid  d  7''  '"'  T'  '"  """'^^  •'"'''  '''^  "»- 
before  they  fell  hut  above  it.  ho  Jshipb  „'  J  '  ^,  ^^''^  [^^  '"  ^^"^'^  *"^3^  -™ 
under  my  administration  the  Naval  officer  a,>d  rl     V  "''''  '"'"  ^"''"'''"y  '"^'•^"sed 

The  most   principal  obstruct  o      to  t  .V  1      T  '''"""''  ^"'  '^'*^''»'-'y  «''««'• 

Province  is  the  maLacres  t  t  i  Ki ..  Will.?  "'  "  ^''°"'"^"  "''  ^"^""''^  P^^^  "^  t'- 
on  the  poor  people  that  were  t  emsd  s  th  re  ,"h  "  ""  ''"'"''''''  ""^  ^''^  ^'--•''  '■">!-« 
time  so  that  til.  after  the  pea  e  o7  m  L^  ^'^f  ^^  ""der  continued  a  long 

Queen  Annes  war  the  French  IndiUsdi  1    "ot  '  n^-'de  very  small  progress,  tho  in 

Expedition  against  Canada  w  s  «„  fo       ^^  i  T"  "*  ";'  ''^'  '*^^^'  'ill  after  our  unfortunate 

between  the  six  nations  and  the  Cockne! .'  '^''  ""'''"?""  ""'■"'''  ^''''^  «^-"S  ^^  ""  ngreenw-nt 
have  learned  that  unless    I  0    L^s       "  TonTI/"  ^ 

when  I  speak  of  the  out  settlen,  Z  me  .  t  '  "'"'' ."'"  "°*  ^^"'"^«  ^°  "^'^^  "« ' 
Oswego,  that  it  is  such  an  eye  o  e  a  w  I  '''  rT"  '''"''  '^'""''^  ""'  ''«  ""•^'•^^'"-J  of 
and  in  its  present  defeno.less'  0  d    i„  I  !  'it'    r"     "","  ""  '""  ""'  "'"^"^  '^  "'''-^  '^ 

want  the  assistance  of  In.lians  esne  L  Z.  •  ■"■  '""'^  ""^^  '''  "'''"*"'"  ^'''"y  -"'  "ot 
none  Were  we  superior  inZce  ;  e  Z  '7  "'*;  '7.  "'"^""^  '^"  ^''^'  ^"^^'^  -"'-«  "ave 
drive  the  French  frl  the  for  s  whi  h  lev  a  I  ^'^ n  1^  ,""^  ""^  '^"^^"'''  '""^  P'^'  -<' 
between  Canada  and  Messasip,"  „  1  '  ?  "n  '  ';''^'"'"' -"  »»■  ^.e  comn.unication 
encrease  our  fur  Trade,  but  o       i  '..,;:  /    "j'"'^  '":  ^''-"  ^°  -"^'""e  it.  .••"..  vastly 

Newcastle  and  your  Lordships  ;  t.  retu  1  r  o  '  s  "^  7""  '"  ''"  '''^"•*'  ^'"'  ^^"^«  «'" 
began  to  setle  in  the  Mohawk     C..  u    r '  w  o  T     ,'"""  '"'-«  »'' ''-l-chtthe  farn.ers 

others  soon  followed  and  the  pro,  r       Ins  ""'"'       "  '""  '""«  '""""  ^"  ''«  ^-y  K-' 

'•-' «  -tied  there  to  which  l'     u       n       I     "  .r  'T  \'l  """  ''"'"  '''  «''--'  """''-' 

who  are  now  s.-.le.l  there  can  hav  .r  Z  ,  "  "  'Tr  "'"^"'"""'  ""•'  ''  "'^'  '-'"■- 
that  part  of  the  country  will  grea.K  im-  ea  T  ,"'  ';""^'  ""•""''■■^'•"'  -'""•<"  ''""•'' 
generally  known  to  be  very  gtod  and  .rr  e  ''  '  "'^  '^^"'"'y  «'"'«  lands  being  „„vv 
t|.en.  should  i,e  a..acked  ,y\L  eL:  y    '  Ztl^Jl^'; ""/"^   ''-'-■  '>"'  i^'tny  of 

--.y  ^bieh  .  have  e..cted  the  --w  ^C^ ^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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in  Cannda  being  descended  from  the  Mohocks  from  whom  they  formerly  seperated  by  the 

intrigues  of  the  French  Priests  the  French  caress  them  very  much  and  are  at  all  times  unwilling 

to  disoblige  them  lest  they  should  return  to  their  own  Nation  and  Kindred,  this  chiefly  respects 

the  Mohocks  Country  and  all  our  settlements  to  the  westward  of  Albany  and  all  the  Province 

from   hence  to  Georgia:     Our  Plantations  to  the  Northward  and    Eastward  of  Albany  and 

Provinces  of  Massachusets,  New  Hampshire  and  Connecticut  lie  exposed  to  the  French  and 

the  Indians  living  near  Quebeck  who  have  often  ravaged  those  countries  killed  many  people 

taken  others  prisioners  and  drove  the  rest  to  seek  their  safety  in  Towns  and  places  further 

removed  from  danger,  this  also  I  considered  and  knowing  that  the  Indians  whom  the  French 

let  loose  upou  us,  and  whom  they  would  on  the  first  rupture  instigate  to  annoy  us  are  the 

Aguautecokes  &<=  a  people  living  nigh  Quebeck  and  descended  from  our  Schachtecoke  or  river 

Indians  I  set  myself  to  work  to  bring  them  into  a  treaty  of  Neutrality  which  I  have  likewise 

efl'ected,  and  now  I  think  we  are  are  in  a  pretty  good  situation  and  (if  our  Indians  are  rightly 

attended  to  and  frequently  and  properly  treated  with)  there  is  a  fair  prospect  of  its  continuance 

until  either  we  execute  some  design  against  Canada,  or  the  French  attack  Oswego,  of  the  first 

I  have  some  time  ago  given  your  Lordship  my  thoughts,  of  the  lalt.T  I  have  strong  apprehensions 

the  French  have  always  threatened  it  and  I  doubt  they  will  upon  the  first  Notice  of  a  rupture 

put  their  threats  in  execution,  if  they  should  and  succeed  as  there  is  to  much  cause  to  fear 

they  will,  I  am  very  suspicious  it  will  shake  the  fidelity  of  the  six  Nations  and  perhaps  they 

will  gain  them  entirely  from  us  an  event  that  may  prove  fatall  to  all  the  English  Colonies,  I 

have  endeavoured  to  awaken  the  Assembly  to  a  sence  of  the  danger  and  to  perswad  them  to 

make  suitable  provision  to  oppose  it  both  by  fortifying  Oswego  and  by  making  provisions  for 

victualling  a  larger  Garrison  they  gave  money  for  the  first  in  May  but  it  being  put  into  the 

hands  of  particular  persons  named  by  themselves  in  the  Act,  nothing  is  yet  done  in  it  but  for 

the  latter  they  have  not  at  all  provided  ;  the  six  Nations  are  at  present  well  disposed  to  us,  I  have 

got  from  them  maugreall  the  opposition  the  French  gave  me  a  deed  for  Tierondequat  Viz' twenty 

miles  along  the  Lake  and   thirty  miles  back  into  the   Seneca  Country  I  am  looking  out  for 

people  to  settle  there  promising  them  (Jrants  Gratis,  and  that  I  will  endeavour  to  get  them  a 

remission  of  the  Quit  Kent  for  a  term  of  years  till  they  are  in  a  condition  to  pay  it. 

The  peace  which  I  made  last  year  for  all  the  Southern  Indians  with  the  six  Nations  gives 
great  satisfaction  to  the  first  the  most  considerable  of  whom  Viz'  the  Cherokees  and  Cattawbas 
have  given  some  tokens  of  it  to  the  Gov'  of  South  Carolina  who  has  sent  them  to  me  to  be 
deliver'd  to  the  six  Nations  I  proposed  nevertheless  that  they  should  send  deputies  to  Albany 
at  my  next  interview  with  the  six  Nations  that  they  may  in  person  corroborate  the  peace,  as 
the  most  sure  way  to  make  it  perpetual  But  that  and  every  thing  else  must  be  lell  to  tlie 
belter  management  of  Cap:  Clinton  unless  those  deputies  come  time  enough  for  me  to  meet 
the  six  Nations  in  the  ^|)ring  before  he  arrivis. 

I  cannot  but  think  that  all  the  other  Colonies  especially  in  time  of  war  sho'd  contribute  for 
presents  to  be  given  yearly  to  the  six  Nations  as  they  are  their  only  Barrier  the  French  do  it  to 
entice  them  from  us,  and  in  my  humble  opinion  we  must  do  it  or  loose  thorn,  this  Province 
gives  money  for  presents  that  are  delivered  to  them  every  two  years  which  may  do  well  enough 
in  time  of  peace,  but  in  time  of  war  they  ought  to  be  given  yearly,  but  the  Assemblys  is  too 
small  (or  that  nor  will  they  give  more. 

Therr  is  another  Battery  of  twenty  Guns  erected  this  year  in  this  Town  and  I  hope  next 
year  the  works  about  the  House  at  Oswego  will  be  nuide,  but  slili  in  my  humble  opinion  tha 
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ought  to  be  unbiassed,  „or  will  a  Governour  be  'm  T        '"  "^°''  ^^''''  "^^'''^  ^-^'^^- 

he  t„i„k.  are  best  qualified  without  ZZ      e    i    ^  IVdi'^T  "'  "^'  "^"  ^''^  ^'^^^^  - 
who  will  not  fail  to  remember  it  to  his  disadvat^ge  ^  ^^'"^  '"'"'  °''  ^''«  "^'''"^^^7 

JXX:::j:::^:  br;^^:r  rJt  r^  r'^  "^  ^--"  -^  -^  '^-  -- 

money  to  build  a  house  Chappell  &'in  Fon  ,,e!T  f  'T''  '"^  '''^''''y  '"  ^'^^  ^^em 
I  declined  knowing  the  motive  they  w  n  on  Viz  7  '''  "^  '"  """  ''  J°'"  '^''^^  *'^-»  '"  ''t, 
and  every  man  in  the  Province  knols  iTwas  „ev  /  :"7r"T'"  ''  ''''  "'  ''^''  -^  '^^Y 
but  what  wont  a  selfish  nigardly  people  s  J  o  save    h  .""^  "  '°"'^''''°"  ^'^  '*  ''«  "o«^ 

the  Barracks  and  Secretaries  (Iffice  b  t  y  borrowing  /  """^'^'^y  ^^  ^^ey  could  not  build 
they  would  not,  but  they  could  and  erect'.  1  the  tf  T  ■  "  ''"''  ''"  "'''"'-  '«  ""'rue, 
would  hardly  be  felt,  they  have  no  ge  era,  T  x  subs  t  L  -"''  I  ""  ''™""^"''^'  ''^^  ^f^'^'' 
I  may  venture  to  say  there  is  not  I  IZZ  rpZ'r  l"  7\'''^  '"  '''''"''  ^--«'  -'' 
not  ashamd  in  their  address  in  april  Insft  t  ,  ^^^^^^^^^^^  'ess  buthen.i  than  this,  they  were 
have  been  long  at  a  low  ebb  and  yet  in  ano^  r  par  i  .J^Th'  and  Produce  of  the  country 
considerably,  but  I  forbear  to  say  more  .Task  Zl  Lo H  h  """,  ^^^'S''^>-  ^^^  i-reasej 
this  It  Will  be  impracticable  to  se' d  your  Lordships  the  A  f'"  'n '°"  '°^  '""''""^  ^^  -'^h 
I  have  the  honour  to  receive  your^Lords^    ^^    ^7o7a"^^^  "' "^^'  ^"^"'^• 

your  Lordships  n.y  most  bumble  thanks  for  vour  lJ  I  °^^"e"«t  and  beg  leave  to  give 

the  Duke  of  Newcastle  upon  the  score  of  my'oles  "  '"  ^^'^"" '"-'"'"«  "-  to  his  Grace 

The  Councillors  now  living  and  residing  i„  the  Province  are  these 

M'  Golden  who  lives  about  Sixty  Miles  from  the  Towa 

M'  Livmgstou  who  lives  at  Albany 

M'  Kennedy 

M'  Delancey 

M'  Courtlandt 

M'  Lane 

M'  Ilorsmanden 

M'  Vanhorn  dyed  this  year 

The  queries  f  will  do  rnvsclf  H,     u  M^fuce 

humbly  reconunend  myself  to  yo       LorXhi'"  ""'"'"■  "'  ''""  '"^'^^'''P«  ^«'""'""''  ".e.     I 
and  honor  ^  ^"""^  ^''^^"'"P''  P'-°'«^t,oa  and  an,  with  the  highest  res^iect 


'  who  all  live  fn  Town 


My  Lords 


The  W  Hon""  the  Lords  oi  Trade 
Vol.  VL 


Vour  Lordships 

most  humble  and 

most  obedient  Servant 

Geo:  Clahki 
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Lieutenant -Governo)'  Bull  to  Lieutenant-Governor  ClarTce. 

[New-Tork  Paper*,  Gg.,  No.  Tl.] 

Charlestown  South  Carolina  June  1741. 
Sir 

I  herewith  send  for  your  perusal!  a  copy  of  what  passed  in  a  conference  which  I  had  with 
the  Cherokee  and  Catawba  Indiana  iii  relation  to  the  peace  which  you  had  been  pleased  to 
make  with  the  six  Nations  on  behalf  of  the  Southern  Indians  in  amity  with  his  Majesty's 
subjects,  those  being  the  people  who  have  chiefly  felt  the  ill  effects  of  a  war  with  the  si.x 
Nations.  The  news  was  therefore  very  agreable  to  them  and  they  express'd  a  good  deal  of 
satisfaction  when  they  deliver'd  the  tokens  to  me  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Senecas  with  their 
answer  which  I  also  herewith  send  you  with  their  desire  that  the  same  may  be  conveyed  to 
the  six  Nations  whenever  there  is  a  suitable  oportunity 

Our  dependance  on  the  Cherokee  Indians  as  a  Barrier  against  the  designs  and  encroachments 
of  the  French  is  very  great  they  have  several  enemies  to  withstand  besides  the  six  Nations  But 
as  they  were  the  most  powerfull  and  are  now  willing  to  be  at  peace  it  will  be  a  great  advantage 
to  the  Cherokees  as  well  as  to  \\\%  Majesty's  service  in  these  parts  of  his  Dominions  If  the 
Peace  which  was  procured  by  your  care  and  endeavours  can  be  continued 

1  am 

Sir 

Y'  most  obed'  Servant 

W"     TilTIT' 

The  Hon-'"  Geo:  Clarke  Esq: 
Lieut'  Gov'-  of  New  York. 


Conference  with  the  Cherokee  and  Catawba  Indians    23  May  1741. 
Lieut'  Gov' 

^  I  am  glad  to  see  you  As  I  thought  the  Peace  which  was  concluded  by  the  Gov  of  New 
York  between  the  six  Nations  and  the  South-rn  Indians  to  be  for  your  advantage  therefore  I 
acquainted  you  with  it  that  you  might  consider  of  it  and  give  an  answer  with  some  token  to 
be  sent  back  to  the  six  Nations  I  am  now  ready  to  hear  your  Answer. 

Cherokee.  Then  one  of  the  beloved  Cherokee  stood  up  and  say'd  The  Virginia  Warrior 
brought  a  message  from  the  Governour  of  Virginia  to  the  Cherokee  Nation  relating  to  n  peace 
with  the  six  Nations  with  a  Belt  of  Wampum  but  we  did  not  take  notice  of  it  till  we  heard  the 
same  talk  from  the  beloved  man  sent  up  to  us  by  the  CJovemour  of  Carolina.  And  as  we  are 
desirous  to  be  at  Peace  with  the  Six  Nations  We  are  come  down  to  acquaint  you  herewith 
We  have  brought  with  us  some  beads  and  also  a  Pipe  and  a  White  flag  which  we  took  from 
the  French  in  a  fight  last  Winter  with  an  Eagles  tail,  which  I  now  deliver  to  you  and  desire 
that  they  may  be  sent  to  the  Six  Nations  as  a  Token  of  the  Cherokees  acceptance  and 
confirmation  of  the  Peace. 

'  In  the  year  1738,  S.tnu,.!  Ilomloy  w..  appointed  fiov.rnor  of  Snntli  Cnrolinm  hut  I.e  ^yinR  l,»fore  he  l-ft  KnRl.n.l  tlio 
cImrKeof  the  prov.noc  ,lev„lve,l  »„  W.u.uM  Itruu  [.e-.i-.r  n,.M,.l.er  of  .he  Counc.l.J  ,,,„.,.  ..fgoo,!  ,„.t.n-.l  -bilili.,,  and 'well 
.c.,ua.,.te,l   w,th  th.,  .t,.«  of  th.  colony.     CarrM'»  ^.t^rj,  of  S.uth   Carolina.   Ul.     He  w«.  .ueeeeJeJ  l,y  I^ieutcnarit. 
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thing .0.  y.;z::/z the  B  re ::;::;;;:  c?  "r'-r^" '--'  ^"^  -■- 

upon  it  as  we  had  not  then  heard  it  from  0^0111  W  ^herokees  but  could  not  depend 

the  six  Nations  and  notwithstandingX^we  have  h  ''h  '7  '"'""'  '^  '^  «^  ^'^'''^^  "'^'^ 
the  misfortune  about  a  month  oLe  tollv^  Z       7  """"''"^  *°  *^""  «"•"«  ^e  have  had 

children  carried  away  Prison  rrbysomeof  7  v  ""!  "'"  ^'''''  '""^  '''"^  ^^■"'"^  ""'^  ^hree 
have  an  end  put  to  the  w^r   he  cir.  ?'    '""  '"'^""^  '^"^  ''  '""^y  -«  '^-i™-  to 

accordingly  b'rought  a  B^^  of  W  nT^rwi;:  TtVZT  "'  T''""  '''  '''''  ^"'  '^^ 
desire  may  be  sent  to  the  GovernoarTf  New  V  T  u  IT  ""''  """'  '^°^'''^'^°  ^'''^h  w« 
Catawba-s  desire  ".rther  more  tl"t  when  ^^    u  ^'  '^''""'''^  *°  '"*^  «'^  N«''°"«-     The 

would  write  to  the  Go  ^^  of  N  '  Vot  .nrCh  C  "^^  ^'''"^  to  the  six  Nations  that  you 
there  are  any  Catawba's  Prisoners  amonTths  Nr\"  ''  "  "°"  ^^^^^  ^'^^^  •"  -«« 
home  and  be  sent  to  Carolina  by  1  Znw  York  ThT  '"'')'  '""  "'^^^^^  *°  ^^'-" 
liberty  to  any  of  the  six  X.ions^rt  fre  Imo:;  It  "'  '"  ^"'^^'^^'^  ^"'  ^'^  ^'^  -- 

peat^rtr::e^ir:hit:::„t^^^^^  ---^  -  the 

true  talk     And  as  the  Govern^  of  NeTvorkh.d         "T I"  T  "'"'  ^°"  "^"  ^""^  *«  '^^  ^ 
hostilities  for  the  space  of  twn  !  f  ^'"''"'''^  ^"''  '''«  ''^*^"«''«'«  to  forbear  any 

Seneca's  that  the  rue/nZiLrihS"!;       '""f"  !,"''•  "^  ^"  '^  "'^^  ^^"''-'^  ^l- 
you  must  from  this  time  forbe.r  LI  '°'"""'  '"^  ^"''"'''"«  '''g"'"«'  ^h*""  therefore 

aa.  perform  the  pr^ll  tS:trot7:L::rn;^^  «'^  ^^^  -  ^  -P 

e.r;';:::^:t::rtii;ri^;rrsr:t--^:^^ 

the  Belt  of  Wampum  which  was  s  „    fro„    t      S    T^        '^     ""''  ^"^°"  ^^"'  ^°  ^^  ^''h 

concerning  peace  and  the  Belt  of  Wampum     B  U    ow  t  ,e  1  dk    ,      7      T"    ''''    ''^^^'''^•^ 
the  Belt  of  Wampum  may  be  lodired  in    L  V  n  7^.  '-•°""^'"*-''  hy  you  we  desire 

Wampum  was  thereupon  VuveS  to  tL  CherZr"^'  """'  ''  '''  '"'^"  ^''''  «^"  «'• 


Oovenwr  O^jhthoi-pe  to  Lkutenant-Goveruor  Clarke. 
Sir,  Frederica  12  July  1741 
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powerfull  of  all  the  Southern  Indians  are  desirous  to  send  up  deputys  to  the  conferrences  as  you 
have  appointed  and  desire  to  know  in  what  manner  they  can  go  with  safety  to  that  meeting 
I  cannot  om.t  ,n  Joyning  with  them  in  commending  this  measure  of  yours  for  the  uniting 
all  the  British  Indians  which  is  one  of  the  noblest  attempts  that  has  been  made  in  America 
and  IS  surely  the  best  measure  that  can  be  taken  to  guard  against  the  French  in  case  of 
a  war  I  hope  you  will  let  me  hear  what  I  can  do  further  towards  bringing  this  Treaty  to  a 
nappy  conclusion.  ^ 

from"Il/ence^"'  ''''^  ^^°"''  "^  Augustine  by  Land  and  are  continually  bringing  in  Prisoners 

I  am 

Sir 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant 

James  Oglethorpe. 


-«<-.fr 


Lieutenant-Governor  Clarice  to  the  Duhe  of  Kewcastle. 

[New-Tork  Papers.  (S.  P.  O.)  No.  9,  p.  is2.] 

My  Lord.  ^®^  ^'"■^  December  16'"  1741. 

I  do  myself  the  honour  to  send  your  Grace  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  to 
which  I  beg  leave  to  referr.  assuring  your  Grace  that  as  through  the  whole  course  of  my 
a  ministration  of  the  Govern-  I  have  made  it  my  utmost  aim  to  restore  quiet  to  the  Province,  to 

Tix  S'mT  :;  '"J  :  '"  ^^'T'^  '"^  ''''''''  ''-  ^"  '^'^  '''  affections'and  dependance  of  Uie 
SIX  Ind.an  nations,  and  to  unite  them  with  all  the  other  Indians  under  IJ.s  Mnj'"  protection, 
wherein  I  have  happily  succeeded ;  so  I  have  endeavoured  to  bring  the  Assembly  to  the  forme 

^^d  I'll  l"""f  '  '"""'  '"  '  '''"'"  "'^"^"  "'^''""^  applications,  tho'  I  must  own  in  vain, 
and  I  beg  leave  to  a.ssure  your  Grace  that  when  Govern^  Clinton  arrives  I  will  serve  an  '  assist 
him  to  the  utmost  of  my  ability,  especially  as  AP  Walpole  has  acquainted  me  tl„.  it 
your  Graces  pleasure  I  should,  and  1  shall  think  myself  e.vtreamly  ha  ,py  if  in  obeying  your 
ominands  I  can  in  any  wise  contribute  to  his  service;  the  greatest  didiiuUy.  and  it  w  I  be  no 
small  one,  will  be  to  bring  the  Assembly  to  reason. 

recniitrfofrlir.''r'p'',;"  ''''  ""';?"'  ""  "^'"'"'"'"S  ""'^  transporting  or  an  hundred 
recruits  for  Coll :  Gooch's  Regiment.     I  have  raised  and  sent  ninety  two  effective  men,  which 

exceeds  my  expectations,  for  tho'  I  pressed  the  Assembly  to  provide  for  two  huii.lred,  yet  the 
te  execrable  conspiracy  and  the  apprehensions  of  a  French  warr,  as  this  is  a  frontier  r  vince. 
u.ade  the  People  ,n  General  unwilling  to  leave  the  province,  and  the  men  of  suh.«tance  ac.ive  to 
disccMirnge  the  poorer  sort,  and  me  very  doubtful  of  raising  any  _  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  send 
^our  G.aee  a  muster  Roll  of  the  recruits  whom  1  have  raised  and  sent  to  (ienerall  Wentworth. 
on  uniose  letter  and  instructions.  I  have  advanced  the  money  lor  Recruiting  and  hav  dr  w 
for  It  as  the  General  directed  on  the  If  IIou""  AP  Pelham. 
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My  Lord-Your  Grace's-most  humble 
His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  "'°^*  obedient  and  most  dutiful  servant 

(signed.)        G.  Clarke 


♦  •♦•^— 


I^ords  of  Trade  to  Lieutenant-Governor  Clarke. 

I  New- York  EnUrieB,  M.,  p.  m,j 

To  George  Clarke  Esq'  Lieu«  Gov'  of  New  York. 
Sir. 

Since  our  letter  to  you  of  the  SO'-  of  Aue"  1741  w.  . 
August  19.-  of  October  &  15-^  of  Dec-.  1741  with  th.P     ^'''Y'"''''^  ^°""  of  the  2i-  of 

We  heartily  congratulate  vo,.  on  M      n  ""P^"  '''^'^'"  '^^^'^'^  to. 

Intended  Masfacre^Vre'::;:;:;;;:!^^^^  ^"^  '^  --P'-^  -d 

gentleness  with  regard  to  others  whomv  T  ,  ">«  Chief  of  those  concerned  in  it  &  yours 
^ave  their  due  eflect  towardstc Ifng^V^^^^^^^^^^  ^^ '«  ^'  ''^^y  -">■  we  hop! 

We  likewise  congratulate  you  unon  theT  7  '"'^  ""'•"?'«  ''"^  ♦'"^  ^"ture.        ' 

-^e  With  the  Indfans  for  th^elTd  ^-^ZZZ  ^To  "^"  ^'''  '^  '''  '^^'^  ^-^'^ 
ti.em  so  well  settled  as  to  produce  the  ndv-  n  1'  ^  VT  ^°"  ^'"  '""^^  ^^--^  '^  '"'ve 
towards  the  French  Settlements,  We    op  ^'f:  '^^      "^l  ''  °''  ""'^'"^  ^'"^  f^-"'-- 

Six  Nations  of  Indians  will  be    f  ser  ic    i     u  ZV  H  "'^'^  ^"'  '^^^''"^  '"^''^  -'''>  '^e 

Majesty's  Interest.  "  "'"""«  "'^'"  ""'»  other  Indian  Nations  in  His 

of  Newc„.,le  ,„  be  |„id  ,,rf„„  Hi,;™;™''"''  ""'  «™»"l«™.,„„  of  u  t.  Hi,  Gn,c.  Tl,.  Uuk. 

wi":.s;::":,':Lr::r':L:,:,:r"  *"""^'  ^-"^^'^"^  o.„e,„..,i„vi„, .,.  ,„*„. 

»™  „.|,„l  ,1,.  N,.w  Governor  uill  l,e  ll.l"  ,o  ,lo        '^''""""'™"°"  'f  "»»  »«  ."".t  wait  till  w, 

ii."::;;:r  ^iir:,';;^:::;,:::  .i:-;;."-  '^^  °:  °-'  -  v«„r  .....„,„.„. . 

..01   l»U   ,l,„t„„  M.Cli,„„„„  ,,r,i,"      ;„  i,    r7^''?'''''"'l«^''i"f«0'y,«fcWe.lo,,l,, 
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Michaelmas  1734,  Neither  have  we  received  the  Naval,Officers'  Accounts  from  Lady  Day  1739, 
nor  any  Minutes  or  Journals  of  the  Council  or  Assembly  since  those  ending  the  li""  of  April  1739, 
These  wejshall  expect  from  you  by  the  first  opportunity.     So  we  bid  you  heartily  farewell, 

Your  very  loving  Friends  &c' 
B.  Kekne 
Ja.  Brudenell 

MoNSON 

M.  Bladen 
Whitehall  Aug' S-"  1742  '  R.  Plumek. 

P.  S. 

Since  the  writing  this  we  have  received  Your  letter  dated  the  27""  of  May  last  together  with 
the  Minutes  of  Council  &  Acts  of  Assembly  therein  mentioned. 

MoNSON. 


Lieutenant-Governor  Clarhe  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[New- York  r»per«,  Og.,  No.  74.] 

New  York  Aug :  the  24.  1742 
My  Lords, 

In  June  I  had  an  interview  with  the  six  Nations,  who  then  confirmed  the  union  I  made,  two 

years  ago,  of  them  and  all  the  Indian  Nations  to  the  Westward  ui.der  his  Majesties  Protection; 

an  event  which  I  am  perswaded  will  prove   very  propitious  to  the  British  Dominions  on  the 

Continent,  and  in  consequence  to  the  Kingdom  to  which   they  belong  ;  The  (Jovernours  of 

Virginia,  Carolina  and  General  Oglethorpe,  have  an  high  opinion  of  it,  the  first  of  whom,  in 

behalf  of  that  Colony,  gave  an  hundred  pounds  Sterling,  in  addition  to  the  presents  given  by 

this  on  the  Treaty  of  1740,  and  General  Oglethorpe  sent  me  a  Bill  of  Exchange  for  the  like 

sum  and  service  this  year  ;  and  if  all  the  Colonies  to  the  Westward  were  to  contribute  yearly 

to  it,  it  would  not  only  make  this  Union  inviolable,  but  also  fix  the  dependance  of  the  Six 

Nations  more  absolutely  on  us;  the  French  use  every  Art  to  entice  them,  of  which  the  most 

prevailing  is  that  of  Presents,  the  Indians  know  their  interest,  and  are  Governed  by  it,  tho  in 

suft'ering  their  Young  men  to  engage  in  their  Quarrels,  they  are  blind   to  the  designs  of  the 

French,  Who,  notwithstanding  their  outward  Professions  of  Friendship,  have  nothing  more  at 

heart  than  their  ruin,  which  cannot  be  more  eflectually  accomplished  than  by  having  their 

fighting  men  consumed  in  their  wars  with  those  Nations  who  have  it  most  in  their  power  to 

interrupt  tlie  communication   between  Canada,  and   Messasippi ;  If  the  rest  of  the  Colonies 

were  to  give  but  three  hnnnred  and  fifty  pounds  Sterling  yearly,  as  I  presume  they  would  upon 

a  p:irticular  instruction  to  each   Govertiour  directing  the  proportion.  The  Governour  of  this 

Province  might  then  be  enabled,  by  the   usual  simi  given   by  this  Assembly  to   meet  the  six 

Nations  every  year,  whereby  we  might  in  a  short  time  bring  them  to  a  more  entire  devotion  to 

us,  if  the  loss  of  Oswego  (which  I  much  fear  will  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  French  on  the  first 

rupture)  does  not  stagger  the   best  resolutions  of  the  six  Nfitions,  who  at  present  fear  more 
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than  they  love  the  French ;  that  Fortress,  or  rather  tradin.  W  r     •    •  ^^^ 

very  defenceless  condition,  the  Garrison  consists  hut  of  .T''  '  "  ''  "°  ^''''''  ''«  '""  ^ 
twenty  men  it  is  and  has  been  without  AmLnii  .^T"'"*'  ««'•>«"*,  Corporal,  and 
expence,  as  well  ns  to  make  provision  for  vtri"',  ^'''^""^  '"•^'"^'"S  ^°  "^^  ^'  ^he 

given  money  to  build  a  wall  round  U,"  llou  e  b  Tf  'n"  '''""''"  '  "'  '^  ^^"^  '^^Y  have 
the  stones  in  lime  and  sand,  as  bv  t  le  Ah  ''' ^^'^^'^^  of  the  works,  instead  of  laying 

managed   a  jobb  calculate    "  th'e      o         ''T  '  ^  ''''''''  '"^  '"  ^''^J"  '^ '«-  -  ^^  is 

n^anagement  of  the  business.  tha^;or:„;a.S.:\:;;J^t«'^^  V"''  ^''  '^^  ^"^ 
utn.ost  importance,  as  the  loss  of  it  will  certainlv  b  'foil  iTu,'  '^^  "  ''  "  ^'"'"S  "''  ^'^^ 
very  probably  may  by  a  defection  of  th     S     nL  s  t  '    '  "  °'""  '""  *"'''•""'' 

know  perfectly  well,  wherefore  I  forbear  to  s.v  m  ,  ''''^7"^'^'  ''''''°^  ^"'''  ^"'•^^hips 
send  your  Lordships  a  copy  of  wh.'t  iT.id  toH,  m"  •       '  ''"''^'  ^°'"^  '"y^'^"'  "^e  honor  to 

I  likewise  do  myself  the  honm  r  ?"  ^'"°"''  ''^"'^  "'"'^  ^>»«^^«'- 

of  Assembly.         '  '"  ''*'  '"'""  '°  ^'^"'^  >'-'•  ^-^^^^ips  the  two  Acts  past  the  last  Session 

L^:in::;i^;iS:::;5:;:2rr°:i:'?^^^";^  Q-lt  Rents,  and  ^r  .he  partition  of 
and  Collection  of  the  Qu it^^  '    '      d  a      T  '  '''  '^''"'^^  '^"'^  '^«^«  the  Recovery 

not  be;  but  now  the  long  Ar"  ars  for  L  mds  .T  "'  ''"'  '''"'  '"  ""  -°^««  '^^y  -"'^ 

or  in  common,  .nd  which  l.ave  by  mt.^t    T         ,'r  T"'  P^"°'"  '"  J°'"'  ^^--y- 
could  not  be  collected,  will  be  p  fd Td  tt "  ^"^"''^'^^'^"''"'l  for  want  of  a  Partition 

which  the  Government  has  been'irng  bou  ig^tr^alTtV^  tl"''  """'^'  ''  ''  ''  ^"  ^^^ 
and  for  the  quieting  the  minds  of  the  npnn        V  .  '  '''^  P"''P'''"«  aforementioned 

the  whole  olit  Rent,  am^  i„g  «  ,  1  I'L  :,""  T  '''''''"''  "'^'^  ^^^^^^^'^^  ^- 
which  has  been  a  great  discourfgmento  the  ;;r  '"r  ."'T  P'-«P-"«» -««  but  small; 
presume  to  think  cannot  be  to  mTch  c  unt  ^  'I  "^f  ''"  '""^'^^^  ^'™^''"-'  -^  -hich  I 
Colonies  to  the  westward  (in  cas^  a  Z  h  w'TV"  i  '^''T  "  '''  '^^''^'^  ''  ^"  ^"^^ 
a  Court  of  Exchequer  is    n  effect  bv  tZLr  7  mTI' "^°"     ' ''^^^^^^^  '^^«'^*'« 

from  the  ^lifTerent^pinions  of  tl     L™  on  ^^^^  '"«  "^-^-^y  --i"S 

countenance  it.  was  one  principal  Cause  of  the  V?'^  '"'  '  ''""^^  "'"^''"^  ""  ^''  '^ 
n>iserahly  divided  the  people.  aL  ^Z,ls^:^:::'^;;::::t'u'''  ''^ '''''  ^«" 
byth,sAct  have  more  trouble  in  accounting  wi  hi       n  T      'i^'^^'^^'"  General  will 

tl.inks  it  so  much  for  his  Majesties  srviceh.M  ''"'"'  ''"'"  '^^  ''^^  before,  but  !,e 

one  of  the  Council  pron.oted'it  rerZ:!;  ""  "^^  ""'""^ '"^  "^^  ''  P^'  -^  being 

anJl::^;:;:::,^::;^^^;-;^;;;;:-^-';"^  -e„tee„  pounds  thirteen  shillings 
Indies,  and  for  other'the  purposeXl^^l.^^ '  '"  ''''''''''"'  ""'""'-«  '«  '^^  ^/st 

.r :;;:  rr^rn: :  r  :trrt' r  :^rr  ^r  ^:^r  ^-  -^'-  ^^  ^'-  --- 

defencible  condition.  *'"  ""^  '''''^'  "''  necessary  to  put  it  in  a 

My  Lords 

Vour  Lordships 

most  humble  and 

The  Fl' lIoM'"«  the  Lords  of  Trade.  niost  obedient  Servant 

Geo:  Clakkk. 
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Confe)-ence  between  Lieutenant -Governor  Clarke  and  ilie  Six  Nations. 

[  New-Tork  Fapen,  Qg.,  No.  TB.  ] 

Pkesent — The  Hon'"'''  George  Clarke  Esq: 
Phillip  Livingston     ] 
James  De  Lancey      VEsq"^^  of  the  Council 
Daniel  Horsmanden  ) 
The  Com"  of  Indian  Affairs 

Speech  made  by  the  Hon:  George  Clarke  Esq:  Lieutenant  Governour  and 
Commander  in  Chiaf  of  the  Province  of  Newr  York  to  the  six  Nations  of 
Indians  Viz'  Sennekes  Mohawks  Cayouges  Onondages  Oneydes  and 
Tuskaroroes  at  Albany  the  15  June  1742. 

Brethren 

At  our  last  intervievp  I  prp;iosed  an  Union  of  you  and  all  the  Nations  of  Indians  under  his 
Majesties  Protection  so  far  as  the  River  Mississippi  you  considered  of  my  Proposal  approved 
of  it  and  united  all  those  Nations  of  Indians  with  you  in  the  Covenant  Chain,  telling  me  at  the 
same  time  that  I  might  depend  upon  your  sincerity  for  that  you  never  broake  your  word  given  in 
80  Solemn  a  manner  I  did  and  do  depend  upon  it  being  perswaded  that  you  arc  too  just  to 
depart  from  your  Engagements  on  any  consideration  ;  this  Union  I  made  known  to  all  those 
Nations  So  soon  as  1  found  an  opportunity  they  accepted  of  it  with  hearts  full  of  joy  knowing 
it  to  be  best  human  means  to  preserve  then;  from  the  unjust  Hostilities  of  the  French  and 
you  from  being  wasted  and  consumed  in  their  Quarrells  as  a  testimony  of  their  arceding  to  that 
treaty  of  Union  they  have  sent  you  to  be  delivered  by  me.  These  tokens  desiring  that  the 
Covenant  Chain  into  which  you  have  taken  them  may  be  preserved  inviolable  and  that  Mutual 
love  and  friendship  may  continue  between  you  and  them  so  long  as  the  Sun  and  Moon  endure 

Gave  the  Tokens 

It  is  most  certainly  ycur  interest  thus  to  be  United  and  made  one  body  and  it  is  equally  your 
interest  to  be  jealous  of  those  people  who  may  attempt  to  divide  you  they  have  [your] 
Destruction  in  view  And  tho  they  have  used  force  against  some  aud  Cajoled  others  to  assist 
them  yet  both  those  measures  have  been  directed  to  the  same  end  :  You  know  but  too  well 
what  an  implacable  hatred  the  French  have  long  had  to  Some  of  those  Nations  of  Indians  now 
linked  with  you  in  the  Covenant  Chain  nor  are  you  Ignorant  that  many  of  your  people  have 
often  assisted  them  in  their  unjust  and  Cruel  attempts  to  destroy  them  Let  the  part  you  acted 
be  buried  in  oblivion  but  let  that  of  the  common  Enemj  be  ever  Remembered  that  your  Posterity 
may  know  who  they  are  that  have  so  eagerly  sought '..  t,  destruction  of  an  innocent  people  and 
learn  from  thence  that  their  security  is  only  to  be  expected  from  a  constant  and  firm  adherence 
to  this  Union  for  ever  lei  no  time  or  circumstance  disjoin  you  but  live  as  people  of  one  family 
descended  from  one  common  parent  be  watchful  of  each  others  Interest  and  give  early 
intelligence  of  the  enemies  motions  and  use  all  possible  endeavours  to  defeat  their  enterprises 
thus  and  only  thus  will  you  deserve  your  liberty  and  your  Country  and  become  formidable  to 
d  designing  and  rapacious  enemy  who  you  may  be  sure  will  use  every  Art  to  disunite  you  and 
then  their  utmost  force  to  extirpate  you 

Gave  a  Belt  of  Wampum 
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and  free  from  rust  remembering  that  one  droVlf  nn  Tr'.'"' ^°  P''^^^^^^ '' '"^-'"ble 
U  and  if  not  timely  and  careful! 'wip  ;  ff  'j^^f;,  TZZ,  L"T'''  '''''  "'"  -""'^^ 
only  your  Common  Safety  and  LppLss  dep  nds  ^    '"''  '^""'"^  ''^'^  ^'^^'"^  «''«^«°° 

Gave  a  Belt 

^Ui^' t:^^r  ir;^:;  r,^::^™-  Jf^^nate  year,  nved  dispersed 
opportunity  of  exhorting  you  to  return  to  vourPv"  ^"'""^  ^  ^^""^^  let  slip  this 
Ancestors  did  the  Sennekes  have  p  omis  d  L   '  ^  ^'^  ''  ''^^'"^  ^"g^^^er  as  your 

build  the'r  Castles  nearer  to  C^yours  an^tl  e  cT''  T  '''""  '''''''  '^''^'*^''«"  -^  to 
settle  in  a  body  and  I  expect  their  speedv  nd  TTn  "I  '™'""'''  '"  ''""^  ^  ^^^^le  and 
will  greatly  add  to  their  strength  an7enlarr,h  P^'-f^^ance  of  those  promises  as  it 

soon  become  contemptible  in  tt  eye  of  e  world  Z.T"  "'""''^  '  ''•'''^'^'^  P^P'^  -"^ 
Community  will  give  place  to  privatt  vLws  "       '  "™™°"  '"'^'^^^  ^"^  ^^^'/^f  the 

Gave  a  Bel/ 

yo:::nrsti:::hX '3^rt'  '^n^-^™-^'""^  ^^^-^  -« --  - 

than  in  any  other  place  with  al  such' oof  «  ''^  "^'  '  "  """  "'''"''  "'  ^''^^'^^  ''''' 
any  thing  to  t..e  str^^gth  of  it  t  1  „g  toTo'to  or'ot'  ^  ."  °""""  '"  "°^  '^''^^^  -«  ^^'^^ 
interest  so  to  do  however  least  you  Zu  dT„:,g  ^  2^^^^^^  °^  "-'^  ''  being  highly  your 

of  an  house  of  that  importance  to  you  I  hZ  rde    d  ^w"     "AT  7 '' ''"  ^^^^^ 
enemy  should  at  any  time  attempt  to  take  it  vn„  „      !,     ■  ^^  ^"'"  '"""^  't  that  if  an 

for  if  once  you  suffer  them  to  be  om  ^  e'r^of  7  ^Th  "f ''^"'  '  "  ^  ^''P^^'  ^^  -"' 
both  upon  your  goods  and  theirs  and  wilTbv  Z  -L       /  ''"  ^'^''  ?■■"•«  ^'^'^y  ?'«««« 

poverty  and  ..rip  you  of  year  liberty  at  whihhT  ""I"''  ^°"  '°  '''^  '"^^^^  ^°"'"tbn  of 
already  unwillingi;  assisted  the^^  on7v  bv  «  5  "'  -  '"''  "'  "'""''  ^°"  '''' 
permitting  their  e.nissaries  to  res  de  oo  iLn  a  f  f  "V"  ''""  ''^P^''^'""^  ^"'  '"^«-'-  ^y 
been  but  too  apparent  to  the  mo  ^discern  1  an  "^  '"  ^""^  ^"""'^J'  ^'''«  '"^  «"d  has 

seriously  of  it  and  to  put  an  end  to  t  >  t  whi  h  w  I  m'"  "'  ''  "  "■^'  ^'"^  '"^  «"  '«  think 
dear,  riuck  up  a  resolution  therefor  no  llr^Tft  otherw.se  put  an  end  to  all  that  you  hold 
to  reside  among  you  ^     '"  '"^''*'"  ^^^^^  P'-'^'^'^'^^d  friends  but  secret  enemies 

Gave  a  Belt 

by^^tf:;^^:^^'!;:;:;- :::f  :^f  t-^  r  -r'' ''-  ^^-^-^^  p--^«^  thereto 

will  own  the  Ecjuityof  hiscZeTd   „I  it     r       ""I  '""''"«  ""^  ^'^^^  ^^'^  ^«^«  "^^  H^s." 
for  the  injuries  done  to  Z^^  '"'"'  '""  '"  P""^'^  '^'^  --"-  -^  to  obtain  Reparation 

Gave  a  String  of  Wampum. 
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[  N«w-Tork  Pipers,  Qg.,  No,  75.  J 

Present — The  Hon"' George  Clarke  Esq:  Lieutenant  Governor  &  Commander  in 
Chief  SC" 
Philip  Livingston        1 
James  De  Lancey       >-Esq'  of  the  Council 
Daniel  Horsmanden    ) 
The  Com"  of  Indian  affairs. 

Answer  made  by  the  six  Nations  of  Indians  to  the  HonW"  George  Clarke  Esq' 
Lieut'  Governour  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  New  York  at 
Albany  the  16  June  1742. 

Brother. 

We  have  now  mett  you  in  this  place  which  is  the  place  in  which  our  fore  fathers  were  wont 
to  transact  all  affairs  of  peace  and  friendship  We  the  six  Nations  have  maturely  considered  of 
what  you  have  said :  You  told  us  that  two  years  ago  you  made  a  peace  with  us  in  behalf  of 
the  Southern  Indians  and  that  as  soon  as  you  came  home  you  acquainted  those  Indians  with 
what  had  passed  between  us  and  when  those  Indians  heard  it  that  they  were  rejoyced  thereat 
and  accepted  of  the  peace  you  had  made  with  us  in  their  behalf  and  sent  us  these  tokens  in 
confirmation  of  the  said  Treaty  and  also  to  strengthen  the  Covenant  Chain  between  us  and  them 
in  confirmation  of  which  treaty  on  our  side  we  Give 

A  Siring  of  Wampum 

There  has  lately  been  an  Indian  from  the  Southward  of  the  Cherikee  Nation  In  the  Sennekes 
Country  to  speak  with  us  in  a  friendly  manner  As  all  those  will  do  who  desire  to  live  in  peace 
and  friendship  with  us  That  Indian  who  we  now  Call  our  Brother  has  cleared  the  way 
between  us  and  them  that  there  shall  be  no  hinderance  for  the  future  from  going  and  coming 
that  way  to  transact  publick  affairs  he  told  us  that  he  would  return  in  the  Spring  and  that  then 
we  should  treat  more  largely  upon  the  affairs  between  us  we  call  him  our  Brother  and  have 
made  him  a  Sachim  of  the  Six  Nations 

Brother 

We  desire  of  you  that  we  may  see  the  faces  of  a  few  of  all  the  Nations  you  have  named  to  us 
with  whom  we  are  now  in  alliance  You  spoke  to  us  about  the  Silver  Covenant  Chain  made 
between  our  forefathers  that  it  is  now  much  enlarged  by  this  Union  with  the  Southern  Indians  and 
that  you  on  your  part  will  always  keep  it  free  from  rust  and  have  now  recovered  it  and  made 
it  as  bright  as  the  Sun  for  which  we  heartily  thank  our  Brother  We  always  remember  the 
Covenant  Chain  entered  into  by  onr  forefathers  and  will  never  forget  it  It  is  wrote  down  in 
our  heads  we  think  that  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  our  side  but  will  always  keep  it  from  rust 
and  do  now  renew  the  same  and  make  it  inviolable 

Gave  a  Belt  of  Wampum. 

You  told  us  you  thought  it  necessary  to  remind  us  how  our  forefathers  u.sed  to  live  in  Castles 
and  that  the  Sennekes  had  promised  to  remove  their  Castle  nearer  Cavouge  at  which  we  are 
very  glad  and  the  Sennekes  do  now  promise  that  they  will  certainly  do  it  and  the  C'lyouges 
also  promise  to  perform  their  engagements.     In  confirmation  of  wt^^ch  the  Six  Nations  give 

This  Belt  of  Wampum 
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Brother  ^^^ 

iu''Mt;:tirr;:.t::  t^^zr'  "^  -r '-'  --  ^^^  -  -^  --^^'^ena 

men  had   been  with  the  Fren'ch  to  war     itinsTL  '"  '^'^  '""  "^  "'^^  --«  "^  «- 

suffered  the  French  to  reside  to  long  among T  """^  '"  '"''"'^'  ^'''^  "^  ^"'^  ^^at  we 

Brother 

ag  Jnlt'^ny  •:  Sic:  wTus'nrw?;7::;e:r""  '°  i:  "''  ^'^  ^^^"^''  ^-  ^^«  ^"'-e 
do  as  you  have  desired  us  ''  """  ^'"""'''^  *°  '•««*'^«  among  us  but  we  will 

Gave  a  Belt 

Gave  a  String  of  Wampum. 


A  true  copy  Examined  and  compared 


N.  B. 


P'  Pii :  Lrvi\GSTON 

Sec  :  to  the  Indian  Affairs. 


c^^r:  c::z  ritSeLr:  ^/„;c,r:zr' '° "- "-  ^»"°-  -  --  -« 


Zo^y/*  0/  r/-a./^  to  Lieutenant-Governor  Clarke. 


To  George  Clarke  Esq' 


[  New-r»rk  Entries,  M.,  p.  248.  ] 


Sir. 

«  Nalion.  or  „„„,„„  i„  jj,  a    72    n"  !.:,''■ "'"       "" '■■'«"!«»  you  had  „Uh  „„ 
then,  and  u.e  India,,.  ,„  ,l,e  Vvllrd  ^  "'  ""'°"  ^°''  ""«'=  •»'"''  ""'«  'i-^e  be.wixt 

.  "i;i  ■:t:':;xr:,;;zr;ur^-  ;p™^  «;.-»„. .,  „...  ,„„  „a™ ., 

An,erica  agam.t  ,1,.  E„cr„acl„„e,„,  of  the  Frooch  Oo„„„,„„a  o„  the  Continent  of 

ro^d- ,t.r  ::dt;'  tttrtirTr^'"'  ^°;  *- "-'  '"-^  ^"™  "•»»-  <- 

l^eartily  „i,h  the  other  Cover,!-"  to  tZ  We  f       ,""''"?' '»"'"'""='i  "P»n  -his  oce„,i„„  &  „, 
Pan.  are  ,o  .en.ihl.  oru,e  a"  vie.  I,e  eh    doll^!;  ,7^  ■  °  '7  '""''  """'P''''     ^^«  f"  "" 

"  wrr„:r,r;,.:ir  •»  --  -  -^^^^^^^^    r ra„r '-•  - 

Vor.  in  ..erin.  L^ Z  =":  1^  altS^  -^re  1^^ 
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house  at  Oswego  the  preservation  whereof  is  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  the  Colony.     We 
hope  therefore  you  will  use  your  best  Endeavours  to  remedy  this  evil  before  it  is  too  late. 

We  have  received  the  two  Acts  referred  to  in  Your  letter  &  shall  in  due  time  consider 
them  both ;  But  that  for  collecting  of  the  Quit  Rents  &  partitioning  of  lands  being  of  very 
great  consequence,  We  must  examine  the  Papers  in  our  office  to  see  what  Proceedings  have 
formerly  been  had  upon  that  Subject  before  we  can  come  to  any  Determination  concerning  it. 
So  we  bid  you  heartily  Farewell  &c'' 

B.  Keene 
Ed.  Ashe 
Whitehall  j^.  Bkudexell 

Nov  3-  174S  M.  Blade.v. 


Lieutenant-Governor  Clarice  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[New-Tork  Bundle,  Og.,  p.  80.] 

„    ,      ,  New  York  Nov  29.  1742 

My  Lords, 

I  have  the  honour  to  receive  your  Lordships  letter  of  the  3''  of  last  August,  and  find  myself 
under  very  great  obligations  to  your  Lordships  for  your  favourable  sentiments  of  tiie  Account  I 
did  myself  the  honour  to  give  you  of  my  Government,  and  the  Frontiers,  the  only  part  whereof 
for  which  I  am  under  any  apprehensions  from  a  sudden  attack  of  the  Enemy  in  case  of  a  French 
Warr  is  Oswego  (and  a  place  of  vast  Importance  to  the  British  Trade  and  Interest  it  is),  for 
tho  the  money  given  for  the  fortifying  of  it  has  been  laid  out  on  it,  yet  I  am  informed  the  work 
is  very  injudiciously  projected,  and  ill  executed;  for  here  is  no  Engineer,  unless  we  call  the 
Assembly  men  Engineers,  and  tiien  we  have  too  many  for  both  purposes;  for  they  both 
designed  the  works;  and  appointed  the  persons  that  did  them  ;  nor,  now  Ihey  are  done,  could  I 
get  them  to  provide  for  the  victualling  of  an  additional  Garrison;  however  if  the  Assembly 
sits  again  before  W  Clinton  comes  I  will  make  another  attempt  both  for  that  and  powder. 

I  did  myself  the  honour  to  give  your  Lordships  my  most  humble  thanks  for  your  recommending 
the  consideration  of  my  Losses  by  the  lire  to  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  New  Castle  to  be  laid 
before  His  Majesty,  and  I  still  hope  that  my  long  servicts  and  great  sufferings  may  find  a 
moment's  notice  when  his  Grace  has  leisure  for  it. 

The  present  I  fear  is  not  the  time  to  settle  Tierondequat,  llie  people's  apprehensions  of  a 
French  war  deterring  them  from  the  thoughts  of  it. 

I  am  perswaded  that  the  union  I  have  made  of  all  the  Nations  of  Indians  un.Ier  his  Majesties 
protection  if  it  be  duely  attended  by  all  the  (iovernoura,  and  the  six  Nations  be  kept  steady  in 
our  interest,  (which  can  only  be  by  presents,  especially  as  the  French  have  for  some  time 
endeavoured  to  entice  them  from  us  by  that  mean*.)  is  the  only  thing  that  can  be  done  at 
present  to  secure  our  settlements,  but  I  presume  to  think  that  the  trade  and  interest  of  the 
Nation  may  be  intinitely  more  advanced  by  our  making  ourselves  masters  of  the  Lake  of 
Cadaraqui,  or  Oswego,  wherein  the  French  have  now  two  sloops  whereby  they  carry  on  a 


LONDON  DOCUMENTS :    XXVI. 


221 

Messasippi;  la.  bold  to  say  tha    I    h 'k^  e  farof  ^^^^  P  •'■     T  '^  — ''-^'•-  with 
depends  upon  it.  ^  ^""^^  °^  ^'^^  ^"^'^'^  Empire  on  this  Continent 

The  Treasurer  has  not  since  I  have  h.irl  tho  r^,,  ^    . 

to  me  or  the  Council,  he  gives   o  tTe  Assen^hl  '"'/"^'"  ""^  "^^°""*  "'"  ^^^^  I^^venue 

mentioned  in  their  journals  is  a  ct        '  Inh""''  '^    'rl  "'^^""^  ^"'^  "'^^^^^  -'"'='^  -« 

order  on  him  to  enable  me  t    get   h  m  f  1  hin  "'  '"r  '  '7'  '  ^'""  "^'^^  ^^'"^  P°-''- 

with  your  Lordships  commands  to  meTo  send  them  ^  !  "'"  ''"^  '°  "'"  acquainting  him 

sent  your  Lordships  the  minutes  oTcmr,  *''7,*°J^«"=  ^  ^™  pretty  certain  I  have  regularly 
Jook  for  them  amo'ng  the  Acts  Assembly  rd'n'  '"  ""  ^  ''""'  ''^  ''''  ''"•^'^'^"^  ^^ 
as  to  the  Journals  of  the  AssemlwH  am"^;"  '  ^^^^^^ 

happened  has  been  owing  to  the  P^  er  bu  IJ  T'  Tt  '''  ""''''''  "^^"^^^^  ^'  ^as 
now  send  them  to  your  Lordships  rii;ew"s  h  N  valJm  7  '"  '^  '°""^^'  ^'^^^  ^  "^^ 
he  shall  give  me  more  duely.  th  s  par  Jr.Th  J  r      ],         Accounts,  which  for  the  future 

and  wherein  I  am  faulty  I  h' n     y'TpTrd  „   ,  'f  ''''''  ^"^^  ""«  '"-''  ^--^n. 

Lordships  letter  that  you  ha^  Ld  ed  he  l,  "T/,  ^'f,  '«  '^"'^.'^^  ^-^^  Po^'-ript  to  you; 
sent  the  27-  of  last  May.  '  "'^  Assembly  and  Minutes  of  Council  that  I 

you?Lot?:L>  ^^"'""^  ^"^^  '"'^  ^^^«'°"  -«  ^-«  -'^'^'^  I  ^o  myself  the  honour  to  send 

Acts  referring  to  others  past  h^;!:;: o  ^i'IT:;;:':  "'"^  '""  '^^"  ^""'"^"^'^  =  ^^-« 
A.:^::;  t,  •:  m^r  • ':m:^7;i:"  ^'^-«  '^'^--^  --"^^  '-  ^^^^  Co,ony  .,r  «„«  year  ^c. 
Ac:.^;d:;iy:t  tirr"'"''''  '^^''^'-^  ^'^^  city  of  A.bany:_This  is  a  very  necessa^ 

the  .:::ir::^.^:r^^^^^^^  :-"-:-'  ^:;  ;'^«  -PPort  of  this  Covemment. 

of  this  nature  have  been  forJl     i    71    v      ■'      "'"''^''^  "-' "^  September  174;).     Acs 
at  least  till  our  neighbours  do  Xrvvire    '       ^       ''  ""'  '  '""''  "'"  ^•'""'"-  '°  ^«^  -  ^one. 

ci^o^:,!;-sr  ir™  ^^  -- '-  --=- '-  -^  ^-^  i-  ^he 
the  cu;  11  cii.';  I?' A;b:!r"?,.;:t'a'? "" """"  '"^'"«  ^^  '""^"•^^  "'e-  ^^-^^^ '« 

Alhany  is  n.entioned  in  it  is  b/c'ause      e     n  i,  Ttbr'T"'  f'  '"'  """"  ""^  ^"«  ^"^  "^ 

N.  An  Act  to  encourage  the  destroy i„.  oW  Vn"*'''' '''''"''''^ 

Dutches  and  Orange:  tbt  .  Uut?    '  I    se      "!r '""'""  '"  "^  ^'-"t'- "^  Plater 

this  Act  Is  past  hoping  it  will  ,:;:::":::i.  ^:s   """"« '"^ ''""'''  ^^^«  ■-'«-»'. 

been  found  beneHcial.  is  by  t'his  con.inrd'for  a  C:  ti:l""  "^'"'^  "^^'"«  ^^  ^P-'-'- 


..'i 
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I  likewise  do  myself  the  honor  to  send  your  Lordships  the  Journals  of  the  Assembly,  for  the 
time  your  Lordships  acquaint  me  they  are  missing,  With  tlie  Minutes  of  Council!  from 
the  last  that  1  sent,  and  which  your  Lordships  in  tiie  Postcript  of  your  letter  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of,  to  the  thirtyeth  of  last  month,  as  well  as  the  Naturalization  Roll  to  the  End  of  last 
October  Term,  And  the  Naval  Officer's  Accompts. 

If  the  Minutes  of  Council  cannot  be  found  by  the  Clercks,  I  will  order  them  to  be  writt  over 
again,  there  has  not  been  Time  to  transcribe  so  as  to  send  them  now.  I  am  very  sure  I  sent 
them  all,  and  they  are  so  marked  in  the  books  at  the  respective  Times  they  were  sent,  and  I 
hope  they  will  be  found. 

I  humbly  recommend  myself  to  your  Lordship's  Protection  and  am  with  the  highest  respect 
and  honor, 

My  Lords 

Your  Lordships  most  bumble 

and  most  obedient  servant 

Geo:  Clauke. 


Lieutenant-Governor  Clarhe  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 

[New-Toik  rupcrt,  (S.  r.  0.)  No.  9.  p.  153.] 

-,    ^      ,  New  York  December  ao""  1742. 

My  Lord. 

On  the  first  intelligence  of  the  Spaniards  having  invaded  Otorgia,  Capt"  Ellis  Commander  of 

His  Maj"> '  ship  (icsport  applyed  to  me  to  assist  him  in  manning  the  ship  that  he  might  go  to 

the  assistance  of  that  province,  her  complement  being  greatly  decreased  by  desertion  while  she 

was  repairing  and  cleaning.     I  gave  him  all  the  assistance  I  could,  but  that  proving  ineffectual, 

I  put  on  board  a  detachni'  of  fifty  men  from  the  t.vo  companies  in  Garrison  here.     Upon  his 

return  from  Virginia  where  he  was  obliged  to  put  in  before  he  reached  (ieorgia,  having  sprung 

liis  mast,  he  found  orders  from  Capl"  Warren  Commander  of  His  Maj'>'  ship  Launceston  to 

follow  him  to  the  West-Indies  immediately,  but  not  having  men  enough  to  proceed,  he  desired 

me  to  let  him  have  the  detachment  for  that  Cruise,  urging  the  necessity  of  his  going,  and  the 

prejudice    it  might    be  to  the   King's  service  if  he   should    not  go.     As  I  liave  nothing   so 

much  at  heart  as  His  M!ij'>'  service,  and  knowing  the  winter  to  be  a  suflicient  guard  against  the 

approach  of  an  enemy,  and  he  being  to  return  early  in  the  spring,  I  granted  his  request,  but 

he  informing  me  that  the  number  of  the  detachment  was  lessened  by  sickness,  the  sick  being 

sent  on  shore,  I  ordered  Capt"  lliggs  to  sent  other  men  (rom  those  comp'  in  their  room  ;  Capt" 

Marshall  Capl"  of  one  of  those  companjs,  declared  positively  and   publicly  as  Capt"  Lieut' 

NicoUs  informed  me,  that  none  of  his  men  should  go,  unless  a  Commission  Officer  of  one  of 

those  companies  went  to  Command  them;  tiiis  declaration  I  presume  to  think  borders  very 

closely  on  mutiny  and  if  I  had  been  in  Town,  I  should  have  put  him  in  arrest,  but  being  then 

in  the  Country,  win  .e  I  have  spent  some  part  of  this  year  for  my  health,  he  at  length  thought 

lit  to  put  his  men  on  board,  iti  which  circumstance  I  fbrbore  to  confine  him.  choosing  rather  lo 

represent  the  Matter  to  your  Grace.     I  could  uot  well  spare  an  Ollicer,  there  being  on  the  spot 
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but  there  being  a  Lieut' of  Marines  on  Board  1  r^'^?^''""'  the  other  the  Adjutant! 
corn.nand  the  detachment,  for  I  hu.b  y^upp'  "tha Ta  ]  Tt'"'  'l  ""''''  ^^^^  P^P^'^^ 
Corps,  an  officer,  tho'  of  none  of  those  corps  Tnv  1  \^J'^^"^^^t  be  made  from  several 
adjutant  to  send  me  a  list  of  the  men  nut  on  h  T/"'^  "'"'"  '  ''^'''  *^'«  ^  ^'^te  to  the 
acquaint  me  with  what  he  knew  of  Cap/M.rl'rdl  ""  T'  °'  ^'°"  ^"-"P-^^'  -^  « 
0..  board,  whose  answer  thereto,  I  do  myself  the  o':""'  ^  ""  "'  '"  ™^"  ^'^""''^  ^^ 
be  pleased  to  see  he  again  at  first  refused    1  oh-  ^"  '"      '''  ""^"'"^^  ^*'"'"  ^^"^^  '""^ 

temper  of  the  Gentleman  will  preUy  p  i  ^  np'pe 7  T'  h'  ''^"  """"^^'''  "^^"^^  ^"e 
behavour  as  bad  as  these,  and  I  fear  he  talks  L  much  of  k  ^"'  '''^''  ''''''"'''  ^^  ''*« 
company,  that  he  has  talked  himself  into  a  belief  o  I  i«  /  ^""^  '  '''^'''  ''  «»  i^^ependant 
that  I  thought  it  highly  for  His  Maj.-  ser  ice  o  pu  he  d"f  T'^'"'''  -dependant.  Besides 
especially  as  there  are  very  few  marines  o      olrd    i   t\t  "1  '"  '""'^  '''  ^^''^  C--' 

Last  French  warr.  and  has  been  done  more  t  n  ;  1^-1  ,  "'""''^"'^''  ''  "'^^  ^"^  '"  'he 
by  your  Grace's  protection  to  obtain  His  Maj.-  pardon  bu  nr'  ''''''^''''''^  '  '^""^^'y  l^ope 
excuse  Capt  Marshall  unless  he  has  a  righf  to  make  wh.?/  ^  I  '"^  transgression  cannot 
measure  of  his  obedience,     I  do  n.yself  tl^e  honor  7  '"'  ""'^  conditions  he  pleases  the 

I  bave  laboured  with  all  my  skil   a    ,    pp  °  1':  ^      '"  ^V'^'"-  ^'-g«  «"  this  subject.- 
six  nations,  but  to  make  an  union  I  '  ,r:^"'^'.''  "^  T'  "''^'"  '""^  "delity  of  the 

protection  as  a  matter  of  the  highest   moo    r    /     n.?- "!!°"'  "'^  ^"'^'''^"^  »"''«'•  '''«  Maj'-v 
wherein  ,  have  succeeded ;  but      w     ^  "^r     ^t "    "^^'"J'^' '^-^  this  continent. 

only  prevailing  means  is  tluu  of  feeding  tr;rn;      T     ?■'"'  "'P"''*'  to  preserve  it ;  the 
t;.e.n  year.y,to  intice  them  Trom  usf        '  7e      t^wm  Tt  ;'' ^^  """^''^"^^^^  ^^ 
Colon.es.  whose    interest  it  is,  will    contribu      a    1     1^,  "^  '  '''''']'  ""'^  ''-  "ther 
province  g.ves  about  a  thousand  pound  every  two  ve  rs  .  ^'""'^  ^''''"''-     '^'»"'« 

Colonies  to  the  Westward  wouh    give  a    ni  ,7  th  \      "'  "'''''''  '"""^  '^  '"'  t'-e  other 

yearly,  the  only  eHectua.  way  to  rettin  treir  d  'i  '^^^it  "^  'r'^'  -''>  -"  P-sented 
.n>portant  place  Oswego  on  the  first  rupture  with  FranLT/"",  "''P""*^''*""'  the  fate  of  that 
Bbakethe  fidelity  of  the  six  nations,  who'  ,:;!::  ^  to!,  r,""' "'''  ^"^  '"-" 
I  fear  to  apt  to  join  with  the  Enen.y-His  M.i.  .,il  "^  ""'  P°«««^««io"«.  will  be 

independant  con.panyes  are  in  the  whole  bu;  J  tiZldT  "'i  '"  '"^'""-  '^'"^'  ^'- 
compar.yes  are  in  this  town,  and  two  at  ti.  ■  iv!  ""'^ ''""''"^^''l  »"''  «'xty  private  men;  two 
^e  „t  Schenectady  of  twenty  n,:.:!';  ^  ii:  I^:  :;;-«  T^"'  «-^'-nsviz: 
0.sweg„„»  twenty  men  (but  of  these  last  twenty  the  Hr  t^.Tf^  1-  '"'^  '"'"'  '^"^  «* 
t  ose  two  con,panyes  being  post..,!  at  Albany  Vo  ,"11  ''"';"'"/'"«  g''^"-'-'") 'he  rest  of 
a<'<>..t  40  miles  from  Albany  n.ust  be  garri  Zd  s  t  Iw'  "„  ■  ""'  "'•"""  """^•'-  '-* 
"•'""•er  of  men  at  Albany,  there  will  I  ,,;  ^  '  ^  ,  ;  ^  ;  ' ^  •*  -""'^^  "-  taken  from  the 
place  that  may  be  attacke.i,  the  invalids  are  . nm  """'  '"  '''"  ""^'^'ance  of  any 

O.^  KO.S  t.r  want  of  an  Kngin::t!:i      ,"":;;:;;;  ;;«  '"^"  "^  ^^'-'-  ^ospitaf 
fort.ficafons  are  regularly  and  strongly  built,  an      si.  '  T  ?'  '""'^"y  ^^''  ^'^'^^"^■h 

Huperior  in  nun.ber  to  ours.     I  thought  i    mv    1.   v  \  I  '■''^"'"'"  ^'"''''  "'"'-h 

WchingVourtirace.okeepmein;'       .oZti  r     I      '  '?"''"  '"'''  ^•™-.  "-".iy 

>%Lord-vourt;race.s^mostLnhi::;r:;:;ii::;:ri:;:;;;2rr 

Hi8  Grace  tho  Duke  of  Newcastle-  (signed)        CJ  Ci,ahkb. 


It*.  :.  . :  S<-(  ^ 
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Lords  of  Trade  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury. 

[  New- York  Entriet  M.,  p.  2S1.] 

To  the  Right  Hon'''''  the  Lords  Commiss"  of  His  Majesty's  Treasury. 

My  Lords, 

We  have  had  under  our  consideration  the  Mem'  of  Geo :  Clinton  Esq'  His  Majesty's  Gov'  of 
New  York  referred  to  us  the  13""  Ins'  by  your  Lordships  setting  forth  "  that  the  Method  used 
as  most  effectual  to  keep  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians  bordering  upon  New  York  steady  to  the 
British  Interest  has  always  been  by  making  presents  to  them  &  that  it  has  been  usual  for  the 
Crown  on  the  appointing  a  Governor  of  New  York  to  make  presents  to  these  Six  Nations 
consisting  of  Goods  brought  for  that  purpose  amounting  in  value  to  £S  or  900."  Whereupon 
We  take  leave  to  acquaint  Your  Lordships. 

That  in  the  Year  1739  the  Right  Hon"'"  The  1  ids  of  the  Committee  of  his  Majesty's  most 
Honourable  Privy  Council  having  referred  to  our  consideration  and  Application  from  Geo. 
Clarke  Esq'  Lieu'  Gov'  of  New  York  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  relating  to  presents 
to  be  made  to  the  six  Indian  Nations  We  did  report  to  their  Lordships  a  state  of  this  Matter 
together  with  our  opinion  what  might  be  proper  to  be  done  thereupon  for  His  Miajesty's  Service, 
a  copy  of  which  report  we  take  leave  to  annex  hereunto  for  Your  Lordships  Information. 

We  take  leave  further  to  acquaint  Your  Lordships  that  upon  Enquiry  made  at  the  proper 

offices  We  do  not  find  that  any  thing  W.is  then  done  in  this  matter  on  which  account  it  seems  to 

us  to  be  the  more  adviseable  that  M'  Clinton's  Request  should  be  complyed  with  at  present. 

We  are,  My  Lords, 

Your  Lordships  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  Servants 

MoNSOJf 

M.  Bladen 
Whitehall  R.  Pi.umer 

April  gS""  1743  B.  Kee.nb. 


<   ■!    »    !■   » 


Zietitenant- Governor  Clarke  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

I  NeW'Tork  Bundle,  Og.,  i>.  K3.  ] 

New  York  June  the  19"'  1743 
My  Lords, 

I  had  on  the  SO""  of  April  the  honour  to  receive  your  Lordships  letter  of  the  S*  of  November 
last  which  came  by  tlie  way  of  Boston. 

The  wall  inclosing  the  trading  house  at  Oswego  was  too  far  built  when  I  did  my  self  the 

honour  to  write  to  your  Lordships  about  it,  the  Director  of  the  work  was  told  early  enough, 

V  the  Officer  commf.nding  there,  that  he  was  going  wrong  and  against  the  Directions  of  the 

Act  of  Assembly  but  to  no  purpose  ;  he  pretended  that  there  was  not  lime  stone  to  be  gotten, 
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and  without  giving  himself  much  trouble  to  search  w.  .       i^  ^^^ 

grudgingly  from  the  Assembly  and  at  un  easonl.  ^  ""  "''"  "'"^'  ^^"""^^  ^"'"^^  ^oo 
U.n  of  fortifying  til,  they  apprehend  :hern;rt;etS  Tf  th"^  '  ^  ^^^^'^"^^^  -- 
wh  may  be  necessary  i„  time  of  need,  and  U^e  .\2\  '^'^  v^.ou!d  before  hand  consider 
or  those  purposes,  they  might  hope,  u;on  a  proper  a  d^e  T"?-  "  ''^  '""'''^^^y  -«5---t 
Lngmeer  to  project  and  direct  the  works,  but?  Znn  .  '  ^'  '"'  ^^'"'J^^'y  ^""'^  «end  an 
attended  with  more  Expence,  or  that  t  ir  F  iendTTh  ''.:'''"'  ^''"  '''''  ^'^^  -"''^  ^e 
opportunuy  of  getting  money,  thus,  either  a  m'stien  n  '  "°"  '^P'^^  "°"''^  '-«  ^^e 

great  an  .nfluence  on  their  Counsels,  and  those  Membe  "  ^'""7^  "'  ^"'"^^  '''''''  ^^ve  too 
tJ>e  S,x  Nations,  are  out  numbered  by  the  CountrJt  ^  •'"'^^^  ^'''''  "^  *'^«  Importance  of 
I  have  endeavoured  all  I  could  to'g  peop,  7o  ttl  T'^  "  '*"  •'^''"S«''--gnorant  of  it. 
apprehension  of  a  rupture  with  France'dete  sT  e.^and  mal  'TT'^'''  '"'  '"  -'"'  '^^^ 
that  .mportant  place  before  the  rupture  happens  ami  ti  1  h      "'"''^'^  "^'^^"'^^^  ^°  ««<="re 

preserve  all  our  Provinces  from  becoming  a  'prey  to   h     f"'":      f  """  '^'''''''  ^'^  ''"^  '« 
W.I1  be  glad  to  see  a  garrison  there,  and  re' dv  to  1 1  •  •    ^'  P'"'^'^"'  ^'^^  *''^«  ^'^tions 

but;,f  the  French  possess  themse  ves  of  ^     Z     "  "'''°r'!f '"  ^"'^^P-^  «^  ^'- £"-7^ 
Feventthem,allthoseNations(exceptthe    I     0     s^^^^^^^  T''^''  ^^•"' -^  -  'o  nil 

w.ll  subm.t  to  the  French,  an  event  of  too  grermomrntn'/  k  ""'"'"^^  '""«*•  ^"'^ 

therefore  that  a  detachment  of  eighty  nZtomTf1\"^"''^''^  against ;  I  propose 
provmce  with  a  Captain  and  two  LltLatsbe  posted  .T  '""'T'^^'  Companies  in  this 
hu.lt  there,  and  some  small  Field  Pieces  wh  a, -v  ^"™"^'^""''  "'"'  "^  P'-^P'^^  Fort  be 
defence  and  for  that  of  the  harbour  ZriLo';:^:,.^;""'  T'''''  '""  ^" '^"^  -'» 
us.  but  may  be  a  means  to  preserve  Oswego  To m  . mt  ""^^1""''  '^  ''"^^'^  ^^''«»«  «» 
the  place  proposed  in  the  inclosed  paper  for  b  i  . iin '?  T  n  "^"""^^  ''""^^'  ''"''  ^his  is 
notwithstanding  by  the  Mastery  wl  eh  theyha^        theT  \  ''  '''"  ^""'^'■'  ^  -«•  "'"7 

hut  they  will  not  be  able  to  onL  the  Vo  uh  o     h'Fve  N.t''  ''T'-  '"  '""""^"'  ^■^-'--• 
Lxped.tmns.  as  they  now  do.  against  the  indintl,   oZ     i  '""  ''''^'"  '"  ""^  '^  "'-^ 

■n  the.r  Mouths.  The  Fort  must  be  built  d  TrtZ'  '",  ^f '"""'  '''  ^'"«  -'"  »'«  "  Bridle 
Garrison  be  victualled  at  the  King's  Expen  e  (to  i?  i  .^'"'""■"''-  -'t  thither  and  the 
I'rov.nce)  until  such  time  as  provisions  caj  be  ri  1'  """  ''^  f'""'^  ''  ^"'  he  done  by  the 
Farmers  will  instantly  settle  uudlrth,:2^ofr;  '"•'''  ^'^"^''"^  ^-"'^)''  "''-h.  as 
be  done  in  two  or  three  years  at  most.  thet^.  I  lei    , "       T'""  '"'T'  ""'  '  ^"^"^  '^'^^^'^  -"' 

extensive  schen.e  should  at  any  time  be  resniv    I  •     *!  ""'  "'  ^^'««-'«tle.  If  a  more 

racilitateit;  Idomyself  thehoLu  to  ayb  rT LrX  '^?n.^^  ''""'^'^  -'"  ^--ly 
whereof  I  hero  inclose)  my  thoughts  on  ol  :  e  sit;!;'':;  "'^  "'  ''*'"  ^-"^'  (''  ^^PV 
surrounds  us,  how  we   may  dispossess  them  of    h  "'«'' ^-«P«ct  to  the  French  who 

communication  between  CaLla  a  J  rl-^"'''  '^''"'"^  ''"  ""^  ^«'^«.  cut  off  their 
and  the  Indian  Nations  dep:      ^^'^    7  ;i':^^  ^'^  «"<'  "-  Southern  Provi..::: 

and  artful  Enemy.  ^  '"  ''"'"  ''•*'  '"'^'8"'^«  «"d  Annoyance  of  our  natural 

Vol.  VI.  ^'"^^"''  "'"'^'^''«*'  ''""  winter  into  the  borders  of  Virginia. 
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and  committed  some  acts  of  hostility,  for  the  particulars  and  a  more  clear  Information  whereof, 
I  do  my  self  the  honour  to  send  your  Lordships  copies  of  the  letters  and  papers  relating  to  it. 
I  am  endeavouring  to  make' up  this  breach,  which  the  French  will  not  fail  to  widen  all  they 
can,  it  not  being  improbable  that  they  projected  it,  hoping  thereby  to  dissolve  the  union  I  made 
of  all  the  Indian  Nations,  as  they  do  by  no  means  like  it. 

The  following  Acts  being  past  the  last  Session  I  do  myself  the  honour  to  send  them  to 
your  Lordships. 

1"  An  Act  to  enable  the  Mayor,  Recorder  &  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Albany,  and  the  Justices 
of  the  peace  of  the  said  city  and  county  to  raise  a  further  sum  of  four  hundred  pounds  to 
finish  &  compleat  the  Court  House  and  Goal  for  the  said  City  and  County  ;  This  is  a  necessary 
Act  for  without  it  the  work  begun  would  remain  unfinished  and  no  criminals  or  debtors  could 
be  secured. 

2^  An  Act  to  apply  the  Sum  of  Four  Hundred  pounds  for  providing  and  furnishing  the 
garrison  in  New  York  with  fire  wood  and  candles  from  the  IS"*  of  June  next  to  the  IS*  of  June 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty  four,  this  was  unprovided  for  in  the  support  bill  passed 
last  Fall,  and  with  no  other  view  that  I  can  imagine  than  to  give  the  Assembly  an  opportunity 
of  getting  a  little  money  by  their  sitting  in  the  Spring  for  there  was  no  other  necessity  for 
their  sitting  then 

S**  An  Act  for  explaining  and  rendring  more  effectual  an  Act  of  the  Governor  Council  & 
General  Assembly  intitled  an  Act  to  oblige  the  Inhabitants  of  each  particular  ward  within 
the  City  of  New  York  tr  make  good  their  respective  Quotas  of  all  publick  Taxes.  The  reason 
for  this  Act  appears  in  tiie  preamble. 

I  likewise  do  myself  the  honour  to  send  your  Lordships  a  printed  copy  of  those  Acts,  and 
the  Votes  of  Assembly  of  last  Session,  And  the  Minutes  of  Council  from  the  17"»  of  May  1739, 
to  the  lO"*  of  April  1743,  being  those  which  your  Lordships  acquainted  me  you  could  not  find  ; 
As  also  the  Treasurer's  Accounts  to  the  first  of  September  1740,  being  all  I  can  get  from  him. 
Genera!  Oglethorpe  having  wrote  to  me  of  the  22""  of  April,  for  some  guns  and  shot,  I  have 
with  the  advice  of  the  Council  lent  him  fourteen  twelve  pounders,  shot  I  had  none  to  spare. 
1  am  with  the  highest  respect  and  honor, 
My  Lords 

Your  Lordships  most  humble 

and  most  obedient  Servant 
The  Right  Hono"'  The  Lords  of  Trade  Geo  Clarke 


Lieutenant-Governor  Clarke  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 

[New-Tork  Bundle,  Og.,  p.  84.  ] 

State  of  the  British  Provinces  with  respect  to  the  French  who  surround  them 

Tlio'  it  has  been  my  duty  to  consult  in  n  more  particular  manner  the  welfare  of  the  Province; 
which  1  have  had  the  Honour  to  govern  some  years,  yet  I  never  took  myself  to  be  thereby 
discharged  from  carrying  my  thoughts  to  things  ol  a  more  extensive  nature,  especially  to  such 
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the  progress  that  our  Lural  Enemes  the  r'eehh^^^^^^^^^^  ' '"^'^  °^'^"  '''«-''^«^ - 

of  us.   Chiefly   since   the   peace  of  Utrech     the   vL.  '"     T  ««"''^'"«"^«  °"  ^he  back 

interruption  of  ours  by  the  power  which  thPiVl  '"''  "'^  "''•'"  ^"'^'«"  ^rade.  the 

(by  means  of  the  Lak^^  Cararaqu7oro.  taiTr^^  '^'T''  ''''''''  ^"'^  ^--^PP'- 

on  that,  and  ail  the  other  Lakes  which  ^1^1^  *"  °'"  '"  '^'  '"'^'»"  ^'«^i°"«.  living 

lliverof  St.  Lawrence,  and  by  whaTIans  hTt  cri'"'"  '^''"''''"•'  ^""^  '^'""  ^^^^  '"^o  the 
Nations  brought  to  an  absolute  deprZc  :rHrr"T""  o"^ '^ '^"^  °''' """^  ^"^-^ '"'J'- 
possesst  of  a  very  great  additiona7?^-;r°  I  f-  k '•'•''''''  ^'■"''■"'=^«'  ^''°  ^'"  'hereby  be 
ever  secured  fron/the  annoyTce  oTt  Fre  ,ch  ^d  "  ''"''':"^  ^°  '^  '=''"«''^-«'^)  ^'^- 
extend  their  settlements  as  fa'r  back  as  they  pleat  ^^  "'''""'  '^°^^'-  "  interruption. 

River  St.  Lawrence,  they  hle'a  sma  sto  e  Fo  t  e^^^^^^  tZ'  ""  u'  ^"'^'^"'^^  '"*°  ^^« 
th.rty  or  thirty  «5ve  men,  and  on  the  Southwest  end  n  .ul'T'  '"'"'  "  ^^'■'•'■«°"  "^  «''«"t 
"ii^e  garrison,  a  trading  house  under  the    oTe   «  "u  an  \  k  ''r^"'  """^'^''^  "■'''  ^he 

more  trading  houses.  In  those  Vessells  thev  civ' t,  «  m  ""'^  ''"'"'^'"^  '^'''  °"«  «^  '^« 
Provision  to  the  Forts,  and  transpo      o  S  froTh  .     ^  ^^'"'-y- Ammunition  and 

Indians;  It  is  through  this  Lake  they  p  «  f  on  C-^H  Tt  *'"'•  ""  ^°  '*"''  ''"^  ^-'"  the 
again  to  Canada:  By  means  only  ofEMtTrvntt^r^^^  *^«"-  ''-^ 

and  stni  hold  their  power  over  lu  the  Indian  S.  f  o  ,  ct;d  '^^  P  ''''  '"^  "^"'^^^• 
the  Indians  who  are  next  adjoining  to  our  Provin.l  Z  ,  ''"''V  *^«««««'PP'.  except  only 
them,  (of  which  the  Five  Nations  or  CaZs  Z  e  'o"  '"^r"  u '""*  '^^^  '-P^""-t  on 
have  of  late  goUen  too  great  an  influe     e    esn    'i  ^  '""".'''^'-f' •'^  "'"'  '»  «"  those  they 

being  of  a  martial  «pirit.  they  intice  (con  LvTo      X  ^  "'^^  ^'*''°"«  ^'''-^  yo"tl^ 

to  join  them  in  their  Expeditions  agalttTeTn  T      '^"^•'^^^'"^nts  of  those  Nations) 

depending  on  the  Governments  of  vTr/u^'t"-^:""'  "f^'  '°  "'^  ''^J^«'^'  ^^ 
their  power  (by  their  situation,  if  their  strength  wer.  '  '"''  '''''^''''  ^''°  ^^'^  *»  in 

and  resolved)  to  interrupt  the  march  of  the  Frlr/  "';;  '  "'  ''  ''""'^'  ^^'  ^«^«  they  united 
know  full  well,  and  fearh,g  that  I  y  may  soneil  o-th"'"  ^"""^'^'"  ''  ''''  ^" '^'^-^^ 
purpose,  they  seldom  fail  once  a  year.  t^auTck  Z  of  T  T'^^'^''''''  'S'^^^'  'hem  for  that 
thereby  to  extirpate,  or  bring  then  ";  to  'ir  I  t  '  ''"f '"":  "•'•'«  'hey  are  disjoined, 
length  towards  it.  none  of  those  Na  ions  dl^'  ^wt  Z  ''  '"'^  «""«  ''''  '""  g-"t  a 
themselves  happy  when  they  are  21^7^  Ty  t  JCn^^^r/"''^"-''^?  ^^'  ^"■"^■"^ 
a  Garnson  of  .0  men  in  it  at  Oswego,  almost  opnosi  !  inZ)\^  "  "  """^"'^  "°"««  ""^ 

situation  will  inevitably  fal,  into  th!  h^  rof  7^'  nd,  1  hTr  :"'  "'"'  '"  "'^  "^"-"t 
with  it  the  Five  Nations,  the  only  Barrier  again  t  the  fIh.  nf  "^'"'"'^  °^  '  ^^"^  ""'I 
Georgia,  for  tho  they  now  intice'some  of  heir  youth  to    o  n  t  "  T  ''""'"""  ''^«'"  ^'^  'o 

the  Body  of  those  Nations  oppose  it  all  t  1  c  „  an'd  liv  '  '"  'T  '"'^"'^  "'''''''''^  --"t 
professing  to  observe  inviolabl^heir  origin  7AZn"foCo'v"  '  "^  "''^'"■'"'"  "''''"« 
which  has  subsisted  ever  since  we  first  sett  edthiP  .""' '^''''"' "^  ^'^^-^  P''^"^'" '0 
nothing  can  hinder  =t  while  the  Fren.-l    a  le "o?;;;:'^:/:^''  ?r^'''   '^  ^"^^"  ("« 

must  of  course,  submit  to  our  Enemy,  who  wi  llZ  .,  ^  ^^.""'  ^''"  '^'"'""^  ^"'.  ""d 
la  Which  Event  everyone  of  our  ^.v!::!:':  ^1:  k::;;,:  t 'Sl^  ^u'^j 
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obliged  for  the  security  of  their  Persons  to  quit  their  settlements,  retire  into  the  Towns, 
wherever  they  arc,  or  incer  the  cover  of  Forts,  of  which  we  have  very  few  on  the  whole 
Continent,  or,  what  is  worse,  leave  the  Country  to  seek  a  living  elsewhere,  the  consequences 
whereof  to  England  are  but  too  obvious,  and  this  the  Enemy  will  more  easily  do,  as  they  have 
a  line  of  Forts  from  Canada  to  Messasippi. 

As  a  remedy  for  these  Evils,  which  are  almost  as  great  as  can  befall  the  Nation,  I  propose 
that  a  Regiment  of  eight  hundred  men  be  sent  from  England  (or  if  half  the  number  of  private 
men  be  sent,  the  other  half  I  believe  may  be  raised  here)  wiih  an  Engineer,  Artillery,  and 
Ammunition,  and  posted  in  the  Sineca's  Country  on  the  Lake  Cadaraqui,  at  a  proper  Harbour 
for  building  of  Vessells,  there  being  more  than  one  of  sufficient  Depth  of  Water,  That  the 
Harbour  be  fortifyed  and  barracks  erected  for  the  men,  That  there  be  then  built  two  or  three 
Vessells  of  superior  Force  to  those  of  the  French,  on  board  whereof  a  hvf  sailors,  and  a  sufficient 
number  of  soldiers  being  put  with  the  proper  officers,  we  may  take,  sink  or  otherwise  destroy 
the  French  Vessells,  and  then  easily  take  their  Forts  on  the  Lake,  and  for  ever  hinder  them 
from  building  more  "n  those  shores,  or  any  vessells  on  the  Lake  nor  (if  they  should  build  any 
in  the  River  of  St.  Lawrence)  can  they  curry  them  against  that  rapid  stream  into  the  Lake. 
The  Consequences  whereof  will  be  of  the  greatest  moment,  All  our  Colonies  from  this  to 
Georgia  will  be  secure  from  the  incursions  of  the  French  in  the  time  of  War,  The  Indians 
depending  on  the  Governments  of  Virginia,  Carolina  and  Georgia,  who  are  now  almost  every 
year  attacked  by  the  French,  and  their  Indians  will  live  unmolested:  All  the  Indian  Nations 
living  on  or  near  tho  Lakes,  and  all  those  o/er  whom  the  French  at  present  have  a  very  great 
power,  will  no  soor.er  hear  of  our  Conquests,  than  they  will  submit  to,  and  trade  altogether 
with  us,  The  Five  Nations  will  no  longer  be  divided  by  French  Intrigues,  but  will  be 
absolutely  at  our  Devotion,  and  the  Trade  and  Influence  of  our  Enemy  will  be  confined  to  the 
Cold  Country  of  Canada,  which  will  scarce  be  worth  keeping,  and  to  the  Banks  of  the  River 
Messasippi,  Nav,  no  sooner  will  the  Five  Nations  see  us  Masters  on  the  Lake,  than  they  will 
assist  us  to  take  the  two  Forts  of  Frontenac,  and  Niagara,  for  they  are  now  complaisant  to  the 
French  only  through  Fear,  knowing  them  to  be  a  treacherous  and  enterprising  people.  It  was 
I  presume  to  think,  a  very  great  Oversight,  to  suffer  the  French  to  build  those  two  Forts  and  I 
am  perswaded  if  it  had  been  strongly  and  rightly  represented  by  the  Governors  of  this  and  the 
other  Provinces  a  stop  would  have  been  put  to  it,  Those  Forts  being  built  on  the  Lands  of  the 
Five  Nations  ( whose  native  and  conquered  countries  encompass  the  Lake  on  the  shore  whereon 
they  are  built)  who  by  the  15'"  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  are  explicitely  acknowledged 
to  be  subject  to  the  dominion  of  Great  Britain,  I  am  sensible  that  by  the  same  Article  it  is 
stipulated  That  both  the  English  and  French  shall  have  a  free  Intercourse  for  Trade  with  all 
the  Indians  and  the  Indians  with  them,  let  them  enjoy  it  (when  we  are  Masters  of  the  Lake) 
in  the  like  manner  Uiat  ours  is  now  carried  on,  viz'  By  Canoes  and  small  rowing  Boats,  but  I 
am  prety  sure  that  when  the  French  yoke  is  taken  off'  their  necks,  the  Indians  will  no  longer 
trade  wi;'>  them,  for  the  English  Manufactures  are  much  better,  and  they  prefer  them  to  French 
goods,  but  supposing  that  they  should  still  trade  with  them,  it  will  be  in  a  much  smaller  proportion 
than  they  now  do,  and  besides  they  cannot  then  march  in  any  numbers  to  disturb  our  Provinces, 
or  the  Indians,  now  and  of  old  depending  on  them,  An  Event  of  the  highest  importance,  nor  can 
Canada  supply  Messasippi,  or  Messasippi,  Canada,  with  forces  or  merchandize  in  time  of  need: 
Before  the  French  begun  to  build  the  Fort  at  Niagara,  which  is  about  twenty  years  ago,  they 
cajoled  some  few  of  the  young  fellows  of  the  Five  Nations,  to  give  them  permission  to  build  a 
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to  build,  and  offered  to  join  any  force  he  honllT  ^  .  "'''  "'"'  '^^  ^''""'^  ^ad  begun 
French  fro.n  thence,  bu^  this  wa  nhappi  y  n^iee"  "„  '™°"^'.  T  ""'^'  ""'  '°  '^"-^ - 
did,  about  twelve  years  ago,  erect  anothe  for?  f  '  '^'''^Sed  by  their  success  there,  they 
the  Five  Nations)  at  a  pi  fee  ca  d  h  Crow  '  P^ST  'T'^'  ^^"  '""^  ^^^^  ""'--  o'f 
that  and  Canada.  In  that  part  of  th  CountTv  wh  '  H  «  ''"  ""•'"  '"'"^  ^'^""y'  ^«*-«- 
propose  our  vessells  should  be  bu  land  the  r!^  ''  ^'"''"'  '^''^^  '^"«">  «"d  ^^ere  I 

and  the  Lands  exceeding  fertile  so  iat  in  Ir  ^  '  "^'"'''''^^  '''"  ^'•'"«*«  ^«  te'^Perate. 
of  all  kinds  (sufficient  fo'r  th  Re  L  „  and  VeV;:?  '"^/^°'"/"-  ^-^  thither,  provision 
will  require  a  year  or  two  n,ore,  fn'he  meanlil  a  tr^"^  T'T''  ^""^"^  °"^^  ^'^''  -'"^'^ 
of  Albany,  with  as  much  ease  a  they  nrareTo  Xc  ^^  ^^-«  thither  from  the  County 
the  Regiment  march  towards  it  than  fZ  '^'^^'"'''''  ^'  ^^^ego,  and  no  sooner  wiM 
in  that  Country,  being  sure  both  '  otec'on  a"d  of  '"  T''r  ""'"  '''''  "^"-^  ^°  -"le 
Nations  being  acknowledged  by  the  Treaty "^  Ut  e  t  to","  v  "^  "'"'  ''"'  ^^'"-  '^'^^  ^'^^^ 
Britain,  and  the  Lake  lying  in  their  Countrv  it  h!  ^^^T  ''  '^'  ^"'"'"'■«»  «'"  ^reat 

submit  it.  whether  we  have  not  a  mZ  Z'  K  "^  ^^^^^nded  by  their  Lands.  I  humbly 
thereof,  and  to  destroy  the  Forts  the  Fren/h^H  ^  f  ''"P^""  ''  ""«""-  the  Dominion 
especially  if  we  have  their  concu^^l  f  wl  ch  aid  f".' K  "  '''  """'^^  °^  '^"^^  ^^tons. 
when  they  see  the  Regiment  among  "hem  '  '"'  ''"'''"•^^  ^°°'  ^  ""^'^^  '^^  ''""bt. 

Regirnt^L';:Lrb:r:xSi::he'^duct"'  r:^r  ^-^  '^°'^'"'-  -  ^^^  ^^^-the 

there  be  need,  we  may  I  bel  eve  hav    ;«   star      J        .^  "n"'  ''  ''^  '^^''""  P°'"''  -"--"•  i^ 
New  Hampshire,  who'i^ave    ettL  ^ts    or^.   f!om  t'l  '"!,'""  ^'  Massachusets  Bay,  and 

to  it,  and  one  of  them  even  that  whlnh'';::::  bX'  "'  "'°  ^'^'"^  ^^^  '^"'^^  "'^j'-"^ 

done^";:;  :i:'1:^ti::Utrt':rLT"  ^  r-,  '''''  °^  -^^'-^  -  ^^-t-O  ^e  not  soon 
most  valuable  Tra'de  of  the  Nation  ""''  '"'^^"  '°  ^"'^  ^"S"^^'  C«'-'-  and  to  that 

Enterprize,  but  before  we  begin  that  work   I  nrl        .  T",  ^"'"''  '^"'  ^""^"''^  ''^'^'"tate  the 
a  Place  well  fortilyed,  and   'om  whele  U  I'f    nc'  '  "'  ''"^'^  ''^  '"'^^  ^"P«  ^^'on. 

ana  guard  their  own  navigation  to  .-  „d  fL     C  ,  r,;"."'  '^^  ''?""^  "^  Newfoundland 

of  the  New  England  people,  that  its  ver7n  oba  I.  ^  ,^  r  "  '"'''  "  '^^'^'•"  '"  the  sides 
assist  in  any  such  desig^.  And  if  nroner(l  ^'^"    ^  ^  °'  '"'^"  '"'''^  ^^  '"''^'^  there  to 

exercise  them,  they  may  by  the  ensuill!  'n' T"'  ''''''  "^"^'"'^  '"  'he  Summer  to 
in  the  use  of  fire  Ij,  fr'm  thr::r!  Ed  lilel  ^r^''-^'  "  1 '''''  ^""'^  "^«  ^^""^ 
Provmces.  and  I  conceive  the  SpVin.  is  the  mo,f  .       ^  "^'  '^''"''-  "^^ains  in  all  the 

Men  of  Warr  and  Fishing  Vesse II    c  L      roTp '^'■"''?"''°"  '"  ""'^^'^  ''''  P^^'^'  ^^'^^^  the 
except  the  Garrisons.  and^Bost:    L.;  a  p      er  PoTfo"  '".^  ^'T  ''''  "'^^•'  ^^^  "-" 
we  may  block  up  .he  Harbour  of  Breton  be  or.   h  °  '/°7'"-  ^^ ''^"t  to  harbour  in  the  Winter. 
New  York  1743  *'^"'*  '''*'  ''"P«  f™'"  France  can  come  upon  the  coast. 


(Endorsed)  Re.^  with  M^  Clarke's  Lett'  of  the  1..^  June  1743. 
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Governor  Oooch  to  Lieutenant -Oovernor  Clarke. 


N»l. 


[  New-Tnrk  Bundle.  Og.,  p.  86.  No.  1.] 


Dear  Sir 

You  will  find  by  the  inclosed  Copy  of  a  letter  I  received  the  last  week  from  our  Frontiers, 
how  barbarously  our  Inhabitants  in  a  Settlement  beyond  the  Mountains  have  been  insulted  and 
attackt  by  a  Party  of  the  Northern  Indians.  As  the  Murut-r  committed  in  this  cruel  skirmish 
happened  at  the  time,  when,  in  the  same  disposition  with  the  Government  of  Maryland, 
We  intended  to  send  Commissioners  to  treat  with  the  six  Nations  in  order  to  settle  and  to 
salisfie  in  an  amicable  manner,  iheir  demands,  we  are  the  most  alarmed,  especially,  as  you  will 
see  in  the  letter,  there  were  white  men  among  thorn,  supposed  to  be  French,  who  must  be 
incited  by  other  motives,  than  an  equivalent  for  kid.  In  such  desperate  circumstances,  our 
People  being  daily  exposed  to  the  like  cruel  usage,  it  will  appear  a  lai'dable  Impatience  in 
our  Councils,  not  to  wait  for  your  annual  meeting  of  the  Sachims,  and  accordingly  it  has  been 
agreed  to  desire  the  favour  of  your  Interposition  and  good  offices  to  discover  for  us,  to  what 
Nation  that  party  belongs,  that  dared  to  treat  His  Majesties  subjects  in  so  insolent  and 
outragious  a  manner.  Not  that  we  expect  any  other  satisfaction  from  Savages  bred  up  to 
dfc'.'ght  in  nothing  so  much  as  shedding  of  blood,  than  the  giving  of  them  speedy  Information 
of  our  Resentment. 

I  am  'jIso  desired  to  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  enquire  of  the  Chiefs  what  part  of  this 
Government  it  is  they  dispute,  and  where  the  lands  lay  they  pretend  to  claim,  with  the  sum 
of  money,  they  expect  in  exchange,  and  to  procure  their  explicit  answer.  For  we  are  very 
willing  upon  reasonable  terms  to  purchase  our  safety  and  free  ourselves  for  the  future  from  the 
desperate  atiempts  of  men  void  of  humanity. 

What  expense  you  are  at  for  hlessengers  &c»  on  this  occasion  will  be  thankfully  repaid,  and 
the  sooner  you  jenJ  me  an  answer  to  these  premisses,  the  greater  obligation  it  will  be  to  all  the 
Gentlemen  of  the  Council,  but  to  no  one  more  than 

Dear  Sir 

Your  most  obed'  &  very 
humble  serv' 

Jan  S-"  J74|  Will.  Gooch 

Colonel  Patton  to  Governor  Gooch. 

Augusta  County  18  Dec.  1742. 
Hon""  Sir 

A  parcel  of  Indians  appeared  in  a  hostile  manner  among  ns  killing  and  carrying  off  horses 
Sec"  Capt.  John  Buchanan  and  Capt.  John  McDowell  came  up  with  them  this  day  and  sent  a 
man  with  a  signal  of  peace  to  them,  which  man  they  killed  on  the  spot  and  fired  on  our  men 
which  was  returned  with  bravery,  in  about  forty  live  Minutes  the  Indians  fled  leaving  eight  or 
ten  of  their  men  dead  on  the  spot,  and  eleren  of  our  men  are  dead  amongst  which  is  Captain 
McDowell,  we  have  sundry  wounded.  Last  night  I  had  account  of  the  Indians  behaviour,  and 
imediatly  traveled  towards  them  with  a  party  of  men  and  came  up  within  two  or  three  hours 
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force  by  force,  We  hear  ofT.nv    nd  l  .  ^   "*  ^^  ^°^''-  "^  '^'^"'^*')  '«  '""P'^"  ^hem 

a"<l  AsLtance  both  Z^.ZL^oZZeT  1^'"^    !  ''' '   ''  """""^  ^'-'^''o- 

the  eaemy.  I  have  not  now  til  to  wri"  you  ""'""'"^  "'  ^'"  '"^"'^  ""'^  '-''-«  ^^ 

I  am 

Y'  Honours  m«  obed'  serv« 

James  Patton 
P.  S. 

To  the  Hono""  Will"  Gooch  Esq'  &c» 


-*•■♦«. 


Zteutenant-Gove^-nor  Claris  to  the  Commusioncr.  -  I^^ian  Affairs. 

Nog,  tN«w-York  Bandlci,  G:..,  p.  85. ':.    ,.j 

Gentlemen,  Flushing  April  the  S""  1743. 

Vidians  and  some  of  the  peo^  of  V  :''""" '^^' "V^«  ""'^W  akirmish  between  the 
perceive  that  .he  Indians  w^elgr^^^^  ""T^J^ir'.  '  «^"^  ^-'  ^^-^^^y  y^"  will 
warmly;     By  the  Governor's  letter  ffinr*  " "  .'  '-°ver„ment  of  Virginia  resent  it 

(IsupposepLof  the  srn.tion  fori  f  ^''7« '"^  f  "'^'^'"8  of  a  demand  from  the  Indians 
intended  tolnd  C   nm  rsio'^e^  t'  '''^•^^""^"'^  "^  ^'^^inia  and  Maryland 

the  Indians  pretence,  they  ouTht  to  h.v  •f^/'*^""*'  '"  "'•''"  »"  ««'i«'y  them.  If  that  be 
they  made  ar^  de^id  as  I  find  thet  H  7'  k^^  '"  ^"'"'^  '^""^  "'««^  Governments,  if 
with  theGove^no  "TlCli Lr^a  7^  T  ''^  Government  of  Maryland  by  their  treaty 
by  them  in  that  Treaty  2  'eT'To'.r;'  '''  Government  of  Virginia  is  not  mentioned 
how  they  win  excut^;  I  cVn^t"    e  ^  ^ rdl^^^^^  ^^.°"  f  f^'^  °^  ^'^«'"- 

to  go   forthwith  to  them   giving   him   inrrZ  /  ^  ^"'^  '''*  Interpreter  Orders 

unwarrantable  conduct,  to  know  whoThor  T  «-^Po«tulate  with   them  on  this   their 

and  to  know,  from  t  em  what  nan  of  C  "     •!  """I  "'  "'"  "*^"  "'^'^  ^^"*  P^'y  o*"  '"'^i--. 
they  pretend  to.  and  wir  uL  of  .nlnev'        V'  T'  '"P"*''  ""'^  ^"^^«  "'«  ^^"^  >-«  tha 
full  and  plain  ad  dirlct    n  w"r  wZ T^.r      ^''  T^"'  "  ^^'=''""^«'  «»^  ^^  8'-  -«  a 
will  direct  the  Interpre    r  toT  t^rl  know  t     t7"'"'  "'^''"^^^"""^  °^  ^'-g'-«  -'th.     You 
proceeding.     That  i^'  tl,ey  had  ZZuXZ  *""  '7'''^  "'  '^''"  ^'^''^^^^^^  ^^^^  treacherous 

complain  of,  they  ough     ^  ll  a  'ul  ed  ri tbTt     '  U  ^"T.T^"^^'  ''^  ""^  «"«^""-  ^° 
and  have  endeavoured  to  Imve  ma      i   up   „  !       ''l '^"'^ '  """'^  "—g^t-ted  the  matter. 

-p  -  p-'e "'  -me.  and  if^:^-!!;: ^  .^iiLir.^^^^^^   .;;- - 


''fist' 
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patiently  for  an  answer,  which  considering  the  distance  of  their  country  to  this  place  and  from 
hence  to  Virginia  will  take  up  a  considerable  time  to  adjust  the  matter. 

I  am  informed  they  took  from  Oswego  the  two  Indians  you  sent  to  reside  there,  in  order  to 
bring  you  Intelligence  of  any  extraordinary  occurrences,  this  is  a  piece  of  conduct  I  am 
surprized  at,  and  expect  they  will  give  me  an  account  of. 

You  will  be  full  and  particular  in  your  Instructions  to  the  Interpreter,  that  their  answer  may 
be  so  too,  I  need  not  tell  you  of  how  much  consequence  it  is  that  these  things  should  be 
adjusted  to  mutual  satisfaction,  you  will  readily  conceive  it. 

I  am 

Gentlemen  &c» 

Commiss"  for  Indian  Affairs.  Geo  Clarke 


*  ■■  »  11 » 


Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs  to  Lieutenant-Governor  Clarhe. 


N»3. 


[  New- York  Bundle,  6g.,  p.  85.  No.  3.] 


,,      .     ,  ,  Albany  20"'  March  174§ 

May  It  please  your  Honour 

Since  our  last  to  your  Honour  of  the  21"*  of  February,  We  have  not  been  honoured  with 

any  of  your  Favours,  and  have  now  only  to  inform  your  Honour  that  we  have  thought  proper 

as  you  will  perceive,  by  the  inclosed  minutes,  to  send  the  Interpreter  to  Onondage  being 

informed  by  the  Mohawks  that  a  General   Meeting  of  the   Six  Nations  was  to  be  held  at 

Onondage,  at  the  desire  of  some  people  from  Philadelphia,  We  inclose  your  Honour  the  Orders 

we  gave  to  the  Interpreter  &  the  answer  he  brings  us  back,  to  which  we  beg  leave  to  refer,  it 

seems  the  Indians  are  in  General  very  uneasy  about  the  affair  at  the  back  of  Virginia,  The 

people  from   the  Senecas  Country  write  us  that  one  of  their  principal  Sachims  is  sent  to 

Ottowawe  to  desire  those  Indians  not  go  a  hunting,  but  to  stay  at  home  to  take  care  of  their 

Castles,  Your  Honour  will  perceive  best  by  the  Run  of  this  whole  affair,  in  what  humour  the 

Six  Nations  are  at  present,  We  have  nothing  in  particular  to  add  at  present  but  remain 

Your  most  humble  servants 

Myndbrt  Schuyler 

Jl^o.  De  Peyster 

JoHANNis  Lansing  Jun' 

Stevanus  Groesbeeck 

Nicholas  Bleecker 

Cornelius  Cuyler 


Rutger  Bleecker 
Hend''  Ten  Eyck 
DiRCK  Ten  Brock 
Ryer  Gerritse 
Ed.  Collins 
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l^ornelius  Cuyler 
Myndert  Schuyler 
Hend''  Ten  Eyck 
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Rutger  Bleeker 
Nicholas  Bleeker 
John  Dfl  Peyster 


A  Mohawk  Indian  came  with  seven  h^n^«  nP 
Interpreter  and  two  other  men  from  Phiiadeth  '-''"'"  '^  "-"''"'  ""  ^""'  ''"' ^"^^ 
B.X  Nat,ons.  That  the  Mohawks  therefo  e  dj^i  'our  Intr\  °  ""'""'"^'^  ''^  ^P^^  -'^''  ^1- 
hear  what  shall  pass  at  that  meeting.  '  Interpreter  may  be  sent  up  with  them  to 

fonowLgtjers:^^""^'^   ''''  '^  ^"^P--  ««   to   Onondaga,  and  that  he   observe   the 
M'  Jacobus  Bleeker 

people  .hall  p„p„„  ,„  ,,„  Sachi  J    f",L  g n  1"  T  T  "  '"'""  y»"™e,f  wl,»,  .J,' 

jrowful,  Acciden.  h.,  happened  „.  the  bltofv  '  "  "tr'     "'  "'  ""  ""^  ""«  -I-  « 
tlieir  people,  that  we  have  not  vet.  „,,f  ,       .        ^"^""''-  ^'"em  some  English  &  a  oartv  af 

la.  by  con™„„  ,epo«,  that  all    n^lVth'lZw'.,"'  "'""'""'■  '  ^""^  "°"""r/f 
then,  therewith,  „„j  ,h„,  ,^,  » J^     „„    h'th,  "  '"""'"'  ""'""  "'  "'"  "4uaia. 

tor,  .  their  Brethren,  wLre:plVTa::t-eXt'rrtr  t^t;'  '"  '=»"'« 

A.  a  Meeting  „f  the  Co.,„i„i„ner.  of  ,„aia„  Affaira  a.  Albany  .0  March  .,,, 
Pbesent »T.  .    . 


Nicholas  Bleeker 
Cornelius  Cuyler, 
Myndert  Schuyler 
Dirk  Ten  Brock 


Hend''  Ten  Eyck 
John  Lansingh 
Rutger  Bleeker 
John  De  Peyster 


Philadelphia  had'not  been  hrehnth  :Z7  '°  ""°'*^»'  ""'  "■»'  "-  P^ple  front 
Nations,  upon  whieh  accona,  thi.  nteeti^  had  be.  3  ""r""'  '"  """^  "'"'"'-'  ^ix 
there  that  a,  .„o„  a,  ea,„e  he  called  alL&ch,."  H  T  '""''  "P  l'«^"«  I"  "'"« 
enquired  front  ,he„  „hat  had  been  proposed  .oherbTn"'  """'''"«  '°  ""  '"'"' 
wta  answer  they  had  n.ade  thereto,  Tortich  the,  AnswVr'd         '™'"""  °'  ''«"'"™'"»'  * 

co.e  L  f .ie\:::::LXed^:rrin'.'r  ;:,r  °^  ■-' "--  -^'^  ^^  - 
*e  c:.»  i::t,:  t,r,r:hi:  ti:;' t\r;v:;  ';:7' — - »-  -■  ->eh 
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That  they  desire  that  the  nffiiir  with  the  Virginia  people  should  not  be  any  occasion  of  any 
breach  in  their  Covenant  Chain,  for  that  they  had  no  hand  in  it,  And  did  not  know  from 
wiience  it  i)roceeded,  but  that  as  soon  as  iinew  it,  they  would  inform  the  six  Nations. 

And  that  they  had  given  tliem  the  following  answer.  That  they  will  treat  their  people 
kindly  wherever  they  meet  them,  And  that  they  will  nnf  in  any  wise  molest  them,  And  that 
they  could  not  this  year  go  to  I'liiladelphia  by  reason  wi  the  misfortune  to  the  Southward,  but 
that  the  next  year  they  would  go.  And  that  they  will  not  be  the  occasion  of  a  breach  in  the 
Covenant  Chain  but  that  they  will  do  their  part  to  preserve  the  same  entire. 

That  then  he  the  Interpreter  communicated  to  the  Sachims  the  Remainder  of  what  he  was 
ordered.     To  which  they  answered. 

That  they  thanked  their  Brethren  for  what  had  been  said,  &  do  not  doubt  but  their  Brethren 
would  use  their  endeavour  to  make  up  the  breach,  between  them  and  the  Virginia  people,  which 
they  had  concluded  in  their  General  Meeting  to  do,  if  the  Virginia  people  are  so  inclined,  that 
it  shall  not  be  wanting  of  their  side,  And  that  they  will  not  make  themselves  uneasy  about  it, 
till  father  news  from  Virginia,  We  expect  our  Brethren  will  inform  us  what  the  Ciovernour 
of  Virginia  intends  to  diy,  as  soon  as  they  shall  Know  it.  And  as  to  the  Covenant  Chain,  they 
premise  to  keep  it  inviolable,  &  that  no  Intriegues  of  the  Devil  himself  shall  induce  them  to 
break  it,  Nor  wilt  they  suffer  any  of  their  people  to  go  a  fighting  nor  even  to  go  from  home, 
on  any  account,  but  to  stay  at  home  to  take  care  of  their  Castles  and  Families. 

The  Interpreter  informs  this  Board  that  as  the  Indians  tell  the  story  of  the  Fight  to 
the  Sjuthward,  the  fc:nglish  fired  first  upon  them  &  that  lour  Indians  were  killed,  &  that 
the  other  twenty  six  are  all  returned  home,  their  party  having  consisted  of  yo,  that  eight 
English  were  killed.  And  two  much  wounded,  they  computed  the  English  to  have  been 
about  forty  in  all. 


N"  4. 


Commmioner.9  of  Indian  Affairs  to  Lieutenaiit-Govevnor  Clarice. 

[New- Tort  Bundle,  Og.,  p.  s«.  No.  4.) 

Albany  IS"*  April!  1743. 


May  it  pl'-ase  your  Honour. 

We  received  your  Honour's  letter  of  the  5"'  Instant  with  copies  of  Coll.  C;ooch'8  &  Coll. 
Patton's  letters,  concerning  the  tSkirmish  and  Murder  at  tbe  15ack  of  Virginia.  The  demand 
your  Honor  mentions  of  some  of  the  Nations  to  some  lands  in  Virginia,  is  we  conceive  only 
imaginary,  having  never  heard  any  such  thing  from  them,  And  had  any  su.h  thing  been,  they 
would  doubtless  have  mentioned  it  swice  this  atfair  happened,  hut  nothing  of  that  sort  has  ever 
been  in  the  least  hinted  at  by  them,  And  should  we  now  Kcnd  the  Interpreter  to  know  trom 
tliem  what  lamls  they  claim  in  Virginia,  according  to  Coll.  Cooch's  desire.  Wo  imnibly  conceive 
It  would  be  furnishing  them  with  a  pretence  &  excuse  they  have  never  yet  thought  of. 
What  Coll.  Cooch  mentions  of  white  men  that  are  supposed  to  have  been  with  the  Indians,  we 
lake  that  to  be  a  mi8la!"j  which  has  no  doubt  proceeded  Iron,  some  mongrel  IndianH  that  were 
in  llie  patty. 
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We  wrote  your  Honour  the  SO'-  March  and  sent  inclosed  our  Minutes  cont.inin.  ,u 
the  Interpreter  brought  from  Onondage.  which  we  snnno,.  ,  »''""tes  containing  the  answer 
your  last  to  us  was  wrote.  Your  Hor^^Xl^^^ZJ^^Z^l^^rJ:^^  ""''^  •'  7""" 
to  reconcile  the  matter  with  the  people  of  Virginia  VVe  nve  th.  f  "'.^r''""?  ''''  ""^""-' 
Interpreter  to  the  Indians  till  we  shall  receive  vor'llono'  V  h'.'^'"'''''^  ''^"'""^  ''^« 
would  not  get  any  other  answer  from  thelt L  w  h  f^Te  dy^  "w"'  """'"'• ''''  '" 
the  best  and  cheapest  wav.     That  Coll   Gnnoh    1     ."'''^^^^"^^'''y  ^""^'     ^e  conceive  it  would 

and  then  your  Hoilr.  if  "you  "^1  Si",  'rpt.  t;Lr;s   o^:!' it^r""  ^  "'''''" 
as  your  Honour  shall  think  fit,  Which  wi  I  likewise  be   he    I         ^       "^   "  '  "'"""" 

If  this  receives  your  Honors  approbation,  we  ^^ ^^7^:;:^'^'^  ''  T  ""?'^' 
we,  as  soon  as  we  receive  notice  thereof  shonlH  L  .  Vi      t  "'"''  proper  that 

desire  that  one  or  two  of  their  Sachir:;;,  ^  t.^^  Ll^rZ^-  "  'V'  '"'""^'  " 
an  answer  from  Coll.  Gooch  concerning  this  matter       vrd/lV  |      '""^"r""  "'"  ^ 
possible  for  if  a  French  w.rr  sl,n„l,l  in  ..  '"■^"«'^-     ^^'"^h  we  hope   will   be  as  soon  as 

a.Uustthisorany:;'::^Cr'^:;  :J:::,;;-^^^^     -VT^'  .-.oreditncult  to 
must  necessarily  be  at  herein      We  h^vel  *  '""  '"^"^  "'^  ^'"^  ^•''■■"•g**«  ^^e 

the  n.rr  Indian/in  covenanr:ith  uL  c    Z   ':n:;:     n  "^  '^  i""'""^  ""^•^  -"'  ^« 

in  case  of  need.     The   French   .Iso  ^JllT  ''"'"'  "'"^  ''''■"'>'  *°  "««*«'  l'^*""^ 

widen  differences  of  this      r     so  thit   s  T     "h    ''  "'"''  '"  *"^'  ""'  """^"^  '°  ^«"-"  ""^ 
n.an„er.    But  Hostilities   r;:7;^^it^^  ""  ''  '""''^  "'^  "'"   ^^   --•'^"'^ 

iK-.ever,  we  submit  all  with  the  grrte:;ou  T''"'  ''   ''''''  ''^''''^^ 

to  the  Mohawks,  to  send  Iro.n  tl'nce^  Z        V Z ^^Zl: ^T'''' T  """''"'" 
stay  at  home,  and  to  renew  to  then.  th.  r..„     ,    .  ,  '"  '''"'"''  '''«  '^■'''^^''i"'«  t" 

««''i"K- »«..  .0 1,,.:::  i!!;.,:::r:r,,':f ;;:;;:  r" '" ,'""  "■■""  ■""' 

th«  iiif,„i  ii,„„  ,,-,■  l,„ 0  I,,,,.  ..,„„   ri  ,  <'""»'I»B.-  in  «l>o«l  I'o  ,laj.,,  i„ 

obsen.,,,  w.  „„v„  n.,ii,,;:,!:'„,',:;;:L,:;:i::',:;;t:;;'^"'  -"i'-" "'-' --"^ '.. 

May  It  please  your  Honour 

Voiir  very  humble  servants 

l^ll.    LiVINOSTOV 
JoiI\    HlTIIKKFOHD 
MVNDKKT  i^nrUVLKR 
AnHAIIAM    CUVLEII 

Ilono'"'  George  Clarke  Ks..'  iNVoi.A,:.s  Di.kkker 

JoiiA\MS  Imnsimi  Jv^' 


Llentenant-Gorernor  ClarU  to  the  Conuni,s.ioner.  of  Indian  Afairs. 

No.  5.  '  Sew-Tork  OudJI*,  (Jg.,  p.  84.  No.  B.  ] 

Gentltmen,  ^"^'-'w  Vork,  April  the  27"'  17|.t 
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may  furn.sh  them  with  a  pretence,  yet  if  you  had  sent  the  Inerpreter  and  instructed  him  to 
have  demanded  the  cause  of  the  march  and  hostilities  committed  l,y  their  young  men,  he  would 
have  collected  from  their  answer  whether  they  make  any  such  claim  or  no.  if  they  do  not,  he 
might  then  have  expostulated  with  them  on  their  killing  the  cattle  and  horses  and  afterwards 
k.lhng  the  man  whom  Capt"  Buchannon  and  Capf  M-^Dowell  sent  to  the  Indians  with  a  signal 
of  peace  and  afterwards  firing  on  th^party  and  killing  many  of  them,  from  whence  it  is  evident 
that   he  Indians  were  the  Aggressors.     That  this  is  a  notorious  breach  of  the  Covenant  Chain 
which  includes  all  his  Majesties  Subjects  of  whatsoever  Province  they  are.  That  if  they 
pretend  their  men  went  to  make  warr  or  to  molest  any  Indians  to  the  Southward  that  that  is 
an  infraction  of  the  Union  made  in  1740  and  confirmed  by  the  six  Nations  last  year  for  which 
they  ought  to  punish  those  Indians,  that  the  Governments  to  the  Southward,  and  their  Indians 
depended  on  the  faith  of  that  union,  resolving  on  their  part  to  observe  it  inviolably  and  are 
much  surprized  that  the  six  Nations  should  attempt  in  that  treacherous  manner  to  dissolve  it, 
llmt,  however,  If  the  six  Nations  disclaim  their  knowledge  and  express  their  abhorrence  of 
that  action  the  Government  of  Virginia  I  hope  will  come  to  such  a  temper  as  may  heal  the 
breach,   especially   if  the   six   Nations    will   for   the   future   restrain    their  youth  from   such 
unwarrantable  actions  and  excursions,  upon  this  foot  I  would  (and  should  have  hopes  of  success^ 
interpose  my  goo.l  offices  to  appease  the  just  resentment  of  the  Government  of  Virginia,  and 
111  this  be  done  1  know  not  what  to  write  to  Governour  Gooch,  it  is  therefore  still  necessary 
that  you  send  the  Interpreter  so  instructed  to  the  six  Nations  that  I  may  know  wh..t  so  sav 

1  on  will  perceive  that  Coll.  Gooch  does  but  just  hint  at  the  Indians  pretending  to  claim  some 
ands  ,n  that  country,  hut  this  is  certain  that  the  Indians  di.l  last  year  at  Philadelphia  complain 
that  some  people  to  the  Westward  of  that  Province  did  settle  on  some  of  their  lands  without 
making  any  purchase  of  them.  Governour  Thomas   understood    they  meant   the    people  of 
Maryland  by  ins  telling  them  he  would  write  to  the  Governour  of  that  Province  about  it, 
wherefore  till  that  matter  be  cleared  up  the  seeds  of  discontent  will  remain,  and  if  I   knew 
certainly  where  these  lands  lie  1  could  then  write  to  the  Governors  about  them,  you  may 
perceive  that  the  Government  of  Virginia  is  disposed  if  the  Indians  have  any  just  claims  to 
those  lands  to  adjust  that  matter,  but  as  for  the  Hostility  they  seem  determined  to  do  themselves 
justice,  however  I  would  fain  make  up  all  matters  between  them,  to  which  en.l  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  that  the  Interpreter  be  sent  that  I  may  know  more  fully  the  Indians  pret.n-es   th.'ir 
sentiments  of  this  insult  and  their  future  intentions,  such  treacherous  hostilities  are  not'to  be 
suHered,  and  if  this  business  he  not  ma.le  up,  and  the  Indians  do  not  for  the  future  desist  from 
the  hke,  the  consequences  will  he  very  bad.  And  you  will  instruct  the  Interpreter  to  represent 
things  to  the  SIX  nations  in  such  a  manner  as  .nay  make  them  sensible  that  that  hostility 
committed  by  them  at  a  time  when  all  the  Governments  and  the  In-lian  nations  depending  on 
them  looked  upon  themselves  and  the  six  Nations  as  inviolahlv  united  in  the  Covenant  Chain 
was  an  Act  of  the  highest  treachery  &  breach  of  faith,  i  could  not.  nor  can  I   hardly  yet  brinj 
myself  to  believe  that  the  Sachims  were  consenting  or  privy  to  that  Kxcursion,  if  they  were 
not,  they  ought  openly  &  explicitly  to  disclaim  it.  to  punish  the  offenders  ami  by  all  means  to 
prevent  the  like  for  tiie  future,  which  in  my  opinion  can  only  be  done  by  forbidding  the  French 
to  come  into  their  country. 

Upon  ,he  whole  you  will  perceive  that  the  Government  of  Virginia  has  a  sharp  resentment 
of  the  injury,  and  if  i:,e  Indians  do  not  (as  undoubtedly  they  were  the  Aggressors)  make 
atlonen.ent  for  it  m  a  suitable  manner,  it  may  I  fear  produce  very  ill  consequences,  wherein 
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tliis  and  all  the  Provinces  may  be  involved.  VVliPrpfnrp  T  «r^„M  i. 

If  the  Indians  upon  conference  with  the  Interpreter  nnnn  tho  ,„of. 

""•'  "^  '^'" '-' '  ■» '-  »H" .-  »w«  c;tc  rir,nr;;:,','. "'-" 

Commissioners  for  Indian  Affairs.  "*"     ^      , 

Oentlemen  &c. 


No.  6. 


Zieulenani -Governor  ClarU  to  Governor  Goock 

[Now-Vork  Bundle.  Og.,p.  S7.  No.  0.  ] 

New  York,  May  the  a""  1743. 


Dear  Sir, 

On  the  5-  of  the  last  month  I  had   the  honour  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  V  of  T, 
which  I  would  have  acknowledged  sooner,  had  I  foreseen  th-U  if  w  1 1  »!  """'■^' 

Answer  fron,  the  Sachims  of  the  six  Nations  tInuTXn  if  T'  """^  '°  ^^^  "" 

Interpreter  to  go  to  then,  with  .nstructio;!  ^i     t     0   n  th  s''!:: I^p^^^         ''''  ^'T'  ''' 
as  he  returns  I  will  acquaint  vou  with  the  Np.,,.,;.,,-       .  >">liappy  business,  and  so  sooa 

as  to  heal  the  breach  t^at  i«  ni:;';  \^r  aia^'::^;':,:;?":"^  'T '''-'-'-' 

if  a.,  open  rupture  should  ensue,  and  tlu-y  be  t  er^  X^^^ 

the,.,.selves  into  the  arms  and   power  of  o.!;  nat   ^  ^       I   be  Fr  irZ'' ^'^ 

advantage  of  such  an  event  to  onp..  nn  ■„.;  .  .    .  ^^  ^"^  irmch,  who  only  want  the 

the  ..ettleu.ents  ZX^^J^  1:2^7^'^  ^  ^^  ""l'^  ""  '"  ^"'"'"'■^  •^"•'  -"''" 
shelter  of  towns  or  under  the' Z  for  11''""  ''"  """''•"  ''^«'"  ^''^'^  '"'«  the 
present  and  only  restraint  tlJv  In  -e  '  /  ,  '"^  ''"'""'  ^''"'  '•'«  ^'^  ^'■"i""^  "^e  the 
nuher  to  listen  I  ov::;:  ;  ^^,  ^  ,„  :  ,::';;-'""  ^  ''-  P--f  ^^^  -iH  ^duce  you 
just  soever  your  resentment  be.  yo.:  m!;;  a  .  ^17^2  2"  ^  "'■ -••"^- '- 
make  the  Sachims  sensible  of  this  trewlu-m,  .  .       •   .  '*'  '"  '"^  P«^ver  to 

ro,u,..H™„,.„„.,,,,„,,:::;;;::it::::;::;.:::'4'"''' "-  -»-"  -  ">.,„  ,„„„., 

Tli«  H„„ourabl«  (;„v..„,„,  (ioocli  """  *''  '"■  , 

Geo.  Clauke 


^£-   ,    ■ 

■ ' " 

ll!'-'-'  ■' 

i;-i 

if    .  ' ' 

■'•■i 

H'|r",    ■        •• 

.'.! 

Jr    . 

ii^^Ki 

g 

238  NEW-YORK  COLONIAL  MANUSCRIPTS. 

Minute  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs. 

I  New-Tork  Bundle,  C.g.,  p.  87.  No.  7.  ] 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs   the  2^  of  May  1743   at  the   City 
of  Albany. 


Prese.vt- 


Myndert  Schyler 
Rutger  Bieelver 
John  De  Peyster 
Cornelis  Cuyler 
Dirck  Ten  Brooii. 


Reyer  Gerritse 
Abraham  Cuyler 
John  Rutiierford 
John  Lansingh. 


Tiiis  Board  sent  jibe  Interpreter  to  Onondage  with  the  following  Message  to  the  Sachims  of 
the  si.\  Nations  of  Indians 

Brethren 

According  to  the   promise  the  Commiss"  of  Indian   Affairs  made  to  the  Sachims  of  the 

Mohawi^s  who  came  to  Albany  in  February  last,  in  the  name  of  the  si.x  Nations,  with  a  Belt  of 

Wampum,  to  speak  with  them  concerning  the  unhappy  affairs  between  some  of  His  Majesties 

Kuglish  Subjects  and  a  party  of  your  people  at  tiie  back  of  Virginia,  I  am  now  sent  to  inform 

you  that  your  Brother  our  Ciovernour  has  received  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Virginia 

with  another  from  a  Colonel  who  was  but  a  few  miles  from  the  place  where  that  affair  happened 

and  who  doul)tless  was  well  informed  thereof.     He  says  that  a  party  of  Indians  of  the  Six 

Nations  appeared  upon  their  frontiers  in  a  Iiostile  manner  and  killed  and  carried  away  horses 

&c"  upon  which  the  Inhabitants  of  that  neighbourhood  went  with  their  arms  for  their  own 

security  to  know  from  those  Indians  what  might  be  the  meaning  or  reason  of  their  thus  treating 

the  English,  with  whom  you  had  so  lately  entered  into  a  more  strict  alliance  than  ever  by  the 

Treaty  made  at  i^'bany  with  our  (.overnour  in  1740,  And  accordingly  when  they  came  up 

with  them,  on  the  18"'  of  December  they  sent  a  man  with  a  signal  of  peace  to  them,  who  they 

killed  upon  the  spott  and  then  fired  upon  the  other  Kngiish  without  any  manner  of  provocation, 

whereupon  the  people  of  Virginia,  out  of  a  principle  of  self  preservation  were  obliged  to  return 

tiie  fire.  Now  we  have   performed  our  promise  in  giving  you  a  true  and  exact  account  of 

tliis  affair. 

Gave  a  Belt  of  Wampum 

Brethren 

The  Commissioners  of  Indian  affairs  have  further  ordered  me  to  tell  you  That  they  think 
you  can't  but  i»o  ashamed  and  confused  when  you  hear  that  among  those  people  who  so  lately 
and  so  solemnly  took  into  the  Covenant  Chain  all  His  Majesties  subjects  to  the  Southward,  and 
unite  yourselves  with  them  so  as  to  become  one  flesh  and  l)loo<l,  there  should  yet  be  such  false, 
treacherous  base  wretches  as  those  are  who  have  committed  this  horrid  l)arbarou8  murder,  And 
that  they  are  confident  this  affair  will  be  resented  by  you  the  Sachims,  Who  we  doubt  not  but 
were  ignorant  of  this  ni  ilter,  But  that  now  you  must  certainly  believe  that  all  what  those 
Indians  have  said  about  the  Kngiish  attacking  them  first  is  notoriously  false,  for  that  they  killed 
the  man  wlio  was  sent  to  speak  with  them  with  a  token  of  peace  in  his  hand,  And  people  who 
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will  be  guilty  of  such  cruel  actions,  can  not  certainly  be  believed  a  word  they  say,  for  as  cruel 
as    1  ey  are,  there  ,s  yet  so  much  shame  left  as  would  make  them  blush  to  own  it 

J  he  Governour  of  Virginia  has  desired  our  Governor  that  he  would  demand  of  you  the 
reasons  of  th,s  Transaction  and  that  he  would  let  him  know  as  soon  as  possible  v^hatyur 
answer  :s.  for  that  he  is  ama.ed  at  such  treatment  and  does  not  know  what  to  think  of," 
rhat  he  can't  hmk  of  any  reason  that  has  been  given  you  to  use  his  people  in  such  a 
.nanner  espec.ally  s.nce  all  the  Governments  to  the  Southward  had  so  lately  entered  int  a 
a  more  str.ct  all.ance  w.th  you  than  ever,  by  the  Treaty  of  Union  in  1740.  Which  they  al  hav^ 
and  always  would  have  observed  inviolable.  ^ 

us  U.e7ew?tMZr°nV^''  disgusted  at  the  people  of  Virginia,  you  should  have  acquainted 
us  therevv.th  that  we  might  i„  a  peaceable  manner  have  obtained  satisfaction  for  you  and  if 
you  have  any  th„,g  as  yet  to  say  against  them.  We  desire  you  will  let  us  know  what  i    is 

It  s  your  .nd.spensable  duty  to  express  your  abhorrence  of  this  affair,  and  to  keep  your  men 
for  the  future  at  home,  which  we  also  expect  you  will  do.  You  kn;w  very  well  1 1  Z 
people  Ijroke  the  Covenant  Chain  in  going  to  fight  to  the  Southward  whether  they  i,  e  d  d 
against  Lng hsh  or  Ind.ans.  So  that  you  ought  to  desire  our  Governour  to  intercede  foy  Id 
o  ma  e  up  th.s  breach  with  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  which  we  doubt  not  but  he  wil  bun 
the  intercession  of  our  Governor.  ' 

M"^  Bleecker 

If  you  can  hear  from  the  Sachims  that  they  claim  any  lands  to  the  Southward,  you  are  to 

IZZr  \      ''''  and  what  they  demand  for  them  in  satisfaction.     And  a  s'o  enq  i  ^ 

whether  any  white  people  were  among  the  party.  t^'iquirc 

The  Interpreter  being  returned  from  Onondage  Reports  to  this  Board  that  he  had  said  to  the 
Sachims  there  as  he  was  ordered.     And  that  they  answered  him  as  follows. 
Brethren 

We  the  Sachims  of  the  Six  Nations  have  now  according  to  our  Desire  of  you  heard  what  has 
come  to  your  Kars  of  the  sorrowfull  accident  between  some  of  our  Brethren  o'  Vir^     a    no 
of  our  people.     You  tell  us  that  you  are  informed  that  our  people  were  the  aggressor      T 
our  men  came  in  a  hostile  manner  and  killed  their  Cattle  and  that  our  Men  killed  t  e  m  in  s 
by  our  brethren  with  a  Token  of  P.ace  in   his  hand,  and  that  then  the  ^'irgi.  ia       „       J    « 
01. hged   o  defend  themselves.     If  these  things  are  so.  then  we  are  certainlyVel.  y  t    b,:,    . 
But  on  the  contrary  our  men  say  That  they  have  been  very  hardly  used  b/our  Bre^l  r      of 
N.rginia   who  took   some  days  time  to  get  themselves  ready  to  destroy  us  which  t.evnt 
proves      eywoul.    have  done  had  it  been  in  their  power,  and  that  only  L  k  1   ig  a  f. w 

tie.  which  we  do  „„.    eny  to  have  done  for  our  subsistance.  And  that  all  we  did  ki  1  o  I 
ir  g.  o  e  Calf  and  one  I  orse  and  we  took  away  one  Cask  Syder.  this  is  all  the  damage    f 
which  the  N.rginia  people  so  much  complain  to  have   been  done  before  the   Kngag.-i' ent 
When  we  passe.!  thro'  IVnsylvania  we  we      treate.l  very  kin.lly  by  the  Inhabitants,  ■,' 
oon  as  we  en  ered  into  Virginia  (Jovemment  we  observed  a  diiulnt  behaviour  1^01!  tlie   ir 
ouse  to  the   h.t    And  when  we  had  pass.,  them  we  were  overtaken  by  this  par.;  w 
hr.^  upon  us,  so  that  most  certainly  we  can't  be  the  O.-casion  of  thin  mi/chief 

never  given  us  any  reason  lor  such  usage.     We  «ay  that  we  have  no  reason  to  be  disgusted  at 
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h.m  or  his  people  or  for  using  them  111,  and  if  we  had  any  pretensions  upon  him  any  way,  we 
would  have  made  it  known  to  our  Brother  the  Governor  oPNew  York,  We  have  now  told  you 
all  the  mischief  we  have  done,  and  how  we  have  been  used  for  killing  a  few  cattle. 

We  the  Sachims  do  acknowledge  that  our  men  ought  not  to  have  gone  there,  and  do  declare 
that  we  have  used  all  our  skill  and  authority  that  none  should  go  a  fighting  and  that  those 
that  went  did  go  without  our  knowledge  or  consent  which  is  all  that  we  can  say  or  do. 

We  are  inclined  to  make  up  this  breach  in  the  Covenant  Cham  and  are  willing  to  come 
to  Albany  for  that  purpose  whenever  we  shall  have  notice  of  the  time  that  shall  be  most 
convenient.  But  we  would  be  very  glad  that  the  Governor  of  Virginia  was  himself  present, 
when  we  should  have  opportunity  face  to  face  to  talk  more  fully  of  this  matter  &  to  reconcile 
more  eiiectually. 

Gave  a  Belt. 

The  Indians  told  the  Interpreter  that  there  were  not  any  white  people  in  the  party,  but  that 
a  young  fellow  who  is  half  Indian  &  half  Christian  was  with  them  who  had  blue  eyes  which 
was  the  occasion  of  the  mistake. 


4' 


Corrmiissioners  of  Indian  Affairs  to  Lieutenant-Governor  Clarice. 

jyg_  g_  [  Ncw-York  Bundle,  Qg.,  p.  8S.  No.  8.  ] 

May  it  please  your  Honor  ^^^^^^  ^^>  ^^^7  1^43. 

We  have  rec'd.  your  Hononres  letter  of  the  27-  of  last  month  and  have  according  to  your 

nZ^  hT     r  !     .  '"'"';"""  "P  *"  '^"""'^''^^  ^^'^"  '-'-^''"-  conformahlf  to  you 

Honors  directions,  which  are  here  inclosed,  and  also  the  Answer  which  the  Sachims  of  the 
Six  Nations  made  thereto,  your  Honor  will  perceive  .hereby  that  the  six  Nations  do  not  make 
any  pretence  on  any  lands  in  the  Government  of  Virginia,  But  on  the  contrary  dec  at  tha 
they  ad  not  any  reason  to  abuse  the  people  there,  or  to  be  any  ways  displeased  with  them 
And  that  afer  using  their  utmost  endeavours,  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  stop  their  peopTe 
rom  going  to  fight  to  the  Southward.  But  yet  it  seems  by  their  Answer  that  U.  y  i.  k  I  e 
.  ginia  people  used  their  men  very  ill  in  following  them  in  a  hostile  manner  onl/f  r  k  II  i.g 
a    ew  cattle  and  •>;  firing  upon  them  thrice,  as  they  say,  before  they  returned  It,    ^TZ 

could  not  deny  it  in  their  presence.  But  upon  the  whole  the  Sachims  are  inclined  to  make 
up  he  breach  an  to  come  to  Albany  for  that  purpose  at  any  time  that  shall  be  fi  ed  u  on 
But  desire  earnestly  that  the  Governor  of  Virginia  may  be  present.  ' 

It  IS  certainly  of  the  greatest  consequence  to  all  the  Northern  colonies  that  this  aflair  should 
^me  way  or  other    e  reconciled,  and  tnat  in  a  very  short  time,  which  way  to     r  "^    t     , 
we  do  not  know.     But  think  it  would  be  best  that  Collo.  Good,  should  eitlL  come  hi  ns       o 

of  publuk  aflaiis)  m  order  to  a  reconciliation  and  at  the  n.u.^  time  we  imagine  that  if  a  few  of 
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your  Honour  in  their  behalf  in  1740      If  I'T    u^  ""'"'^  "''  ^'''''  """^^  ^"^ 

apprehensive  some  barbarous  and  fai'thi  L    ndiaf^  r       ""'  ''"'''^  '"  "  '^'''  ^''"^  ^«  «r«  very 

go  and  murder  upon  the  frontier      fV^-'lL'h' Itr'"' '"" 

have  already  had  certain  information  that  Zrv  of?.  T  '"  ""^  P°^''"  ^°  P'-^^^"^'  ^« 

lately  been  upon  the  march,  but  were    toppeT   v  a  P    :r\T'''''""^"^^^^ 

we  have  sent  a  message  by  two  Ind  ans  who  w^r    T        °^  '^'^°"^'^''  ^''^  "^^^  '^^^^  -^X' 

the  Sachims  about  Shaweno  to  stop     nypTl  oTT ,      '  'T"  ''"^  °""  ''"^•"-«'  *«  d-'- 

""wi^It  we  "'  '"""  '''^^  -''•  very  riryVo!  "'"  "'^  '^  ^°  "'^^^"^  ^  '«  g«  ^hat 

express  our  earnest  desire  that  this°unha'DDv°nT.ir'Ii'*''i"'"''.^"'''"*  ''"'^  ''""  ^"^  "°  "^^re  but 

We  are  your  Honors  most  humble 

and  most  obed'  servants 

MvNDERT  Schuyler 
JoH^f  De  Peyster 
JoHANNis  Lansino  jun' 
Nicholas  Bleeker 
Hon""  George  Clarke  Esq'  Rutger  Bleeker 

Stephanus  Groesbeeck. 


%fth,  '■'• 


■     '  ^    H    »    I  ■   »  


Lieutenant-Governor  Clarke  to  Governor  Goock 


No.  9. 


[N«w.York  Bundle,  Og.,  p.  88.  No.  9.] 


New  York  June  the  16.  1743. 


Sir 

much  will  [  venture  to  siv    Tl,  J         .  '""''*'  '"'''"y  '"eflections  on  it,  only  this 

you  will  not  be  la    y   oTake  ^  In    M  ^  "'^"7  °f  '^^"^  ^^'"'''  ""''"^'•^"-'  '  -'  —^  S 
the  Colonies  ina  warr.  wh    ,    ;  LleVu^  """'  '"  """  "  """^'^  ^""^  '"'^>'  '"-'-  »" 

procure  to  our  natural  enemy    |      Z:c  ^  w  "'r  '"''''  """  "'^"  '"•''^'^'^''''^  "--'-'  »'"1 
The  Sachims  you  see  (and     1^1  '^  "'  n.cessantly  labouring  to  accomplish, 

youth  from  these  Kx/ur  i    1   ,  :   7       :r;o  "    "^ 

part  to  preserve  the  union  I  n  ad    a  d  w  '""•;'-"^'«-  ^"^  ^•a'ions  are  resolved  on  their 

the  injuries  committed  bv  a     'w  of    h"     ,     .r"'  '"  "V:  ^'f '"•'•  ''>'  "  «"-«'  resentment  of 
over  whom   hy  the  nature  o    1    r^g:         ^^^^^^^  '<'  ''  l>y  hunger) 

-.exttoyo.treatingwiththr':;^:z:r;:j— ^^^^^ 
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with  one  or  two  of  each  Indian  Nation  depending  on  Virginia,  Carolina  &  Geogia  to  Albany, 
there  to  treat  with  the  Six  Nations,  will  have  a  very  happy  effect  not  only  in  healing  this 
breach,  but  for  preventing  the  like  for  the  future.  We  are  not  I  presume  to  insist  on  punctilio's 
with  such  people  we  are  to  consider  them  as  they  are  or  may  be  usefull  or  prejudicial  to  us,  and 
if  you  look  upon  them  in  that  liglt,  they  will  appear  to  be  the  best  barrier,  against  Canada,  to 
all  the  Provinces,  Wherefore  I  think  ^e  ought  to  preserve  their  friendship  by  all  the  means  we 
can,  If  we  lose  them  and  the  French  gain  them  what  will  become  of  all  the  Povinces  is  but  too 
rbvious  to  every  one,  especially  to  your  penetraction.  Wherefore  I  forbear  to  say  [any]  more 
and  will  conclude  with  assuring  you  that  I  am 

Dear  Sir  &c. 
Governor  Gooch 


^     ■«     »     ■!     » 


Governor  Oghtkorpe  to  Lieutenant-Governor  Clarice. 

t  Now-Tork  Bundle,  Gg.,  p.  89.  ] 

Frederica  in  Georgia  April!  the  SS*  1743 
Sir 

I  am  to  return  you  thanks  for  your  Advices  relating  to  the  French  and  Indians  intending  to 
attack  ours,  to  whom  your  notice  got  timely  up.  The  Creeks  (for  the  design  was  against 
them)  are  extremely  thankful  for  the  Intelligence,  &  have  taken  all  measures  for  their  defence, 
and,  I  believe,  their  march  being  discovered,  will  for  some  time  stop  their  attempting  any 
thing.  The  Creeks  have  d'jfeated  one  of  their  small  parties  which  were  Choctaws,  and  some 
Howakeeas,  They  have  also  taken  one  pryber  who  has  been  some  time  attempting  to  set  up  a 
town  of  fugitives,  they  intercepted  him  going  to  the  Spaniards  and  French,  and  took  a  great 
part  of  his  papers  upon  him,  and  brought  him  and  them  to  me.  Our  Enemies  are  labouring 
to  stir  up  the  Indians  against  us,  maintaining  correspondences,  and  Employing  Emissaries  on 
all  hands,  amongst  the  Kutlians,  run  away  slaves  &c"  — You  have  shewed  great  vigilance  and 
activity  in  preventing  their  plotts,  I  wish  others  had  followed  your  Example,  but  with  grief  I 
fear  ihe  want  of  that  diligence  in  some  people.  All  looks  very  black  round  us,  and  Our  King 
and  Country's  Cause  requires  every  Man's  Heart  and  Hand. 

The  Spaniards  had  enlarged  their  Quarters  to  St.  John's  River,  It  was  reported  that  they 
intended  to  attack  us,  I  went  down  to  meet  them.  Cod  was  pleased  to  pr>  ■  -er  us  so  farr  that 
the  usual  terror  took  them  and  they  retired  within  the  Walls  of  Augustine.  I  followed  them 
up  to  that  place  and  our  Indians  who  were  advanced  before  us,  killed  about  40  of  the  Enemy 
under  the  Cannon  of  the  Town.  One  of  the  Spanish  Soldiers  just  now  taken  confirms  the 
advices,  that  they  are  making  a  great  Armament  at  the  Havannah,  and  as  it  is  reported 
designed  against  this  place.  We  have  received  no  Cannon  yet  from  England,  and  are  in  great 
want  both  of  guns  and  shot.  As  the  storm  will  first  fall  upon  this  Province  and  Carolina,  it  is 
the  Interest  of  all  America  to  assist  as  far  as  they  can.  I  can  not  take  Cuns  from  Charles  Town, 
since  they  may  probably  want  them  much  about  the  same  time  with  us.  If  you  could  8j)are 
any  iron  shot,  or  any  eighteen  pound  Cannon,  if  you  would  be  so  kind  as  to  send  such  number 
as  you  could  spare,  it  would  in  my  opinion  be  greatly  for  His  Majestv's  service  and  perhaps  be 
the  saving  of  this  Colony  and  the  Troops  here.     I  have  ordered  iM'  Houstun  to  wait  upon  you 
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Cherokee.,  tl,,„/h  "L   3,  tve  !    l""".        '  '^"'"'"""''  <'°""'"l"»  *  ">">•  «f  th. 

I  fear  I  In,  ,„^  .e,.   "         ^  >',  f ':''";'""'  '"-"'I  "'  ".»".  b,  .heir  „„lfiee,. 

Sir,  ' 

Your  most  obedient 

The  Hono-e  George  Clarke  Esq'  ''""'^''  ^T""' 

James  Oglethorpe 


Affidavit  of  John  Grigg 
Province  of     ] 

Li^i:G:eiori''S::r;^:s  •:rof':''T^"^°^^  ^'^^^^  ^^^^  ^'^  ^^^-^'- 

the  City  of  New  York  Marr  :  r^A       Id  "     ,  Jo^th  T^^^^^^  ^^'^^«  °^ 

and  deposed  as  folioweth,  that  is  to  say-  '^  i^vangel.sts  of  Almighty  God. 

That  he  the  Deponent  on  or  about  the  twenty  ninth  Day  of  January  174*  toirether  v.Uh  r 
oher  persons  belonging  to  Captain  Charles  Davison  of  the  S'  TlZVrTZr' 
shore  at  Florida  Keys,  were  taken  by  the  Floridi  rnHinn«   .    T  * '''^''teer,  bemg  on 

of  War  and  Sixty  or  Seventy  Guns  or  thereabout,    >mr  \rnrl.  [•        T  '^      ^  '"'''' 

being  c„..„,„e  .„,„  u.;,sp„„i,„  a'.zi:::;  r,:T ,,  :Cwc.::  :y'iv:j  in'" 

nn,l  „„!„  to  go  lo  ,ea,  and  all  of  Ihen,  u.irieged,  „,„l  very  weakly  mr„ed      'n  ^  T  n  ' 

And  the  Deponent  (urther  deposelh  and  say'd  that  during  the  time  the  Deponent  ws  at  the 
lavanah  seven  sa,l  of  Spanish  Privateers  sailed  from  thence  to  cruise  on  tirt"ng  1^1'^, 
to  say  a  Snow  of  E.ghteen  Carriage  and  Eighteen  Swivel  (Juns  hound  for  Gu  ne  f  TwL   ■  ;.  e^ 
Sloops  wh.ch  came  from  Martinico.  there,  for  Commissions,  both  Bern,uda  built  an    ll^e   I  1 
the  one  carrying  twelve  carriage  guns  and  one  hundred  n>en,  the  other  fourteen  c-   rh.J  " 
and  one  hundred  and  ten  n.en  besides  swivils.     The  aforesaid  Snow  cl  J      le  K    '^^^^^^^ 
(the  same  wh>d,  some  tnne  since  took  Captain  Plunnx  of  this  ..huu^  carrying  sixt.^    or,  iZ 
guns  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  men,  and  a  Scooaer  having'rops ills  ad  ^r  ck        5 


.   a. 

\  ¥         _ 
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aloft  and  carrying  twelve  carriage  guns  and  one  hundred  men,  And  that  these  two  last  sailed  in 
Company  together.  Two  Sloops,  the  one  a  large  New  Sloop,  Havannah  built,  having  a  white 
woman^  head  for  her  head,  and  top  sail  guards  aloft,  carrying  twelve  six  pLunderf  anlone 
hundred  men.  tho  more  were  intended  to  be  taken  on  board  but  .onid  not  be  got.  The  other 
a  Bermuda  built  sloop  lately  belonging  to  Capt"  W!:::,ey  ...rry!ag  fourteen  carriage  guns 
besides  swivels  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  men.  .on>„,an.Jed  b;^  one  Paunche  or  some  such 
name,  and  .s  the  same  who  was  some  time  since  taken  by  Captain  Norton,  and  carried  into 
Rhode  Island,  whence  he  got  to  the  Havannah.  And  who  is  a  person  sayd  to  be  well  acquainted 
w.th  these  coasts.  And  that  these  two  last  sailed  about  a  month  before  the  Deponent. 

And  the  Deponent  further  deposed  and  sayd  that  he  was  informed  at  the  Havannah  that  the 
m  last  named  vessels  were  intended  to  cruise  on  these  coasts.     The  two  French  sleeps  being 

fn Ir^".  ^"^r"'""'.  ""f  '^""'  "'■  '^'  ^''  "'■  ^°"^'^  ^'^^^l'^^'  ''"d  ^l^^*  the  said  Deponent 

u>  parfcular  was  mformed  thereof  by  one  Michael  Beesby.  a  Bristol  man.  of  small  stature  and 

?  vTor  bv  tS""h    '        TT'  ^r'  'r"'  ^''"'''  ''''  of  Connecticut,  a  tall  spare  man.  a 
Iast'l:y^lHr.'^°^^^^''"^  °"  '^-'  '-  ^'<«  Snow.thefirstasaVomntL  and  the 

And  the  said  Deponent  further  deposed  &  say'd.  That  a  ship  lately  called  the  James  and  Joseph 

ouTarthe"  h'  V'r  '^'^'^  "'""•^"''^•^  ''  ^•''P''^'"  '^''''^^-  ^''i'adelphia,  were  fit   ng 

out  at  the  Havannah  for  a  cru.se.  And  that  the  former  was  to  carry  eighteen  carriage  guns 

between  Decks  and  one  hundred  and  forty  men ;  And  the  said  Deponent  verily  believes  and 
was  credibly  niformed  that  the  above  account  of  the  number  of  the  guns  and  m'en  each  vessel 
carryed  as  aforesaid,  is  a  just  &  true  account,  and  that  while  he  was  a  prisoner  at  the 
Havannah  the  Spaniards  by  way  of  Bravado  gave  out  that  they  would  lay  of  this  port  or 
Colony,  and  would  even  come  on  shore  here.  j-    ^  "r 

And  this  Deponent  further  deposed  and  sayed.  That  no  man  of  war  sailed  for  Europe  from 
the  Havannah  while  he  was  there.  And  that  during  that  time  he  never  heard  any  talk  of  their 
having  any  Design  to  attack  Georgia,  But  that  they  were  much  afraid  that  the  English  would 
attack  St.  Augustine  And  that  he  the  Deponent  had  heard  they  were  to  send  three  or  four 
hundred  men  or  the  defence  of  that  place,  if  wanted.  And  that  the  Spaniards  owned  to  him 
hat  they  had  lost  five  hundred  men  at  Georgia,  which  place  they  sayed  they  should  have  taken, 
but  that  the  Governor  of  St.  Augustine  was  a  coward,  and  did  not  know  how  to  give  orders. 

And  the  said  Deponent  further  deposed  and  sayed  that  he  left  about  two  hundred  and  forty 
English  prisoners  at  the  Havannah.  A  great  part  of  whom  sayed  and  declared  that  if  they 
were  not  quickly  relieved,  they  would  take  on,  in  the  Spanish  service.  And  that  the  Spaniards 
declared  that  if  the  Spanish  prisioners  were  sent  to  Providence,  they  would  exchange 
Englishmen  for  them,  and  desired  that  notice  might  be  given  thereof. 

And  lastly  that  the  King's  Snow  &  Scooner  sailed  about  six  or  seven  months  before  the 
Deponent  left  that  place,  and  had  sent  in  a  brigantine  belonging  to  Boston  commanded  by  one 
Mc  ragget,  but  that  they  had  not  been  heard  of  since.  And  that  the  common  Cruising  Grounds 
of  the  Spaniards  is  in  the  West  Indies  in  the  Winter,  &  the  northern  parts  in  the  summer.' 

Sworn  this  24  May  1743.  ^°'^^  ^"^°'* 

Geo.  Clarke 
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Lietitenant-Govei'nor  Clarice  to  tlie  Duhe  of  Newcastle. 

[  NewVork  Papera,  ( 8.  P.  O. )  No.  9,  p.  101.  ] 

My  Lord.  ^®^  ^"'■'^  ''"ne  19""  1743. 

r.i2°.?^!f  i!''  ''"r'u"  '"^  ^'^"'■'  y°"'-«^"^«  ^he  present  State  of  His  Maj'-  provinces  with 
respect  to   he  French  who  surround  them,  wherein  I  have  presumed  to  hint  at  a  method  to 

Z7u  H     r  ,      r'^'"^  '  P^'^  '°  ""'■  "'^'"^^'  Enemy-In  the  mean  time  I  propose  in 

my  letter  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  the  copy  whereof  I  do  myself  the  i,onor  to  send  to  your  Grace, 
that  an  important  place  called  Tierondequat  on  the  lake  Cadaraqui,  be  garrisoned  by  a 
detachment  of  twenty  men  a  comp^  from  the  four  independant  companyes  posted  in  this 
province,  desirmg  their  LordP-  if  they  approve  of  it  to  recommend  it  to  your  Grace.  The 
French  have  for  some  years  been  attempting  to  get  leave  from  the  Five  nations  to  build  there 
a  Trading  house  or  a  Hutt,  or  any  thing  (that  might  give  them  a  pretence  to  keep  us  from 
hence),  but     have  had  the  good  fortune  to  defeat  them  in  that  design,  and  to  obtain  a  gift  of 

L' tl'tlot?;aper '  ^""''^  ''-''  ''  '^"  ^-^^^"^^  ^-^-^  '-  ^""^'"^  '^«  --"«•  P40«ed 
A  n?""'^  Oglethorpe  expecting  another  attack  from  the  Spaniards  and  being  destitute  of 
Art,  lery  and  shot,  wrote  to  me  for  some,  I  have  with  the  advice  of  the  Councill  fent  him  14.- 
12  p  w.th  carnages,  but  the  carriages  being  old  and  no  wheels  to  them,  the  Commissary 
whom  the  General  sent  would  take  only  the  guns ;  shot  we  have  not  enough  for  our  own  guns, 
BO  that  I  could  spare  none.  °       ' 

That  I  may  not  trespass  longer  on  your  Graces  patience  I  beg  leave  to  referr  to  the  inclosed 
papers  and    etter  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  and  most  humbly  to  crave  Your  Graces  protection, 
being  with  the  most  profound  submission 
My  Lord 

Your  Graces 

most  humble,  most  obedient  and 

XT-    /-,         ,,     T->  .       n«,  most  dutiful  servant 

H.S  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  (^jg^^d).        G.  Clauke 


LoTih  of  Trade  to  Lieutenant -Oovemor  Clarke. 


(N«w-Tork  EDtriM,  M  ,  p.  mt.] 


To  George  Clarke  Esq' 


Sir. 

«pn?w  T  ''""/"  ''^"  "'■  '*^'  ''  "''  ^°'*""^'"'  ^'^^  «  ^"P"'^"'^  ^''«'-«»f  has  likewise  been 

ent  We  have  read  one  from  You  of  the  S-J-  iNovember  1742  together  with  the  papers  therein 

referred  to.     Governor  Clinton  who  is  upon  the  point  of  setting  out  for  his  Goverum'  will  bnng 
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with  him  his  Majesty's  presents  to  the  Indians:  We  contributed  thereto  as  far  as  was  in  our 
power,  by  representing  in  favour  of  them. 

We  are  sorry  fo  hear  the  Trading  House  at  Oswego  is  in  so  bad  a  condition  as  to  its 
Fortifications  and  Garrison ;  But  we  hope  the  New  Gov'  with  whom  we  have  had  some 
Discourse  upon  this  Subject  will  do  his  best  towards  inducing  the  Assembly  to  provide  for  its 
security  and  prevent  its  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  French  in  case  of  a  Rupture  betwixt 
us  and  them. 

We  doubt  not  but  you  will  take  the  same  good  care  of  the  Government  as  you  have  hitherto 
done,  'till  the  arrival  of  M'  Clinton. 

We  have  transmitted  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  for  his  Majesty's  Information  an 
Extract  of  Your  letter  as  far  as  relates  to  Oswego  and  the  Furr  Trade  carried  on  by  the  French 
by  the  lake  of  Cadaraqui. 

So  we  bid  You  heartily  farewell,  and  are 

Your  very  loving  friends 

&  humble  Servants 

MoNSON 

,  M.  Bladen 

Whitehall  „    n 

-  ,     ,  It.  rLUMER 

•^"'y  '''"  '''^  B.  Kkhne. 

P.  S.  We  have  not  reced  the  Minutes  of  Council  in  New  York  between  y  U"-  of  April  1739 
&  the  29<'-  of  Sepl"'  1740,  and  the  Naval  Officers  Accounts  from  Lady  Day  1739  to  Lady  Day 
1710  are  wanting.     We  desire  therefore  you  will  send  us  both  by  the  first  opportunity. 

MoxsoN, 


Points  in  support  of  Governor  Clinton's  Application  for  certain  Allowances. 

[N<w-Terk  Papers.  (8.  P.  0.)  No.  9,  p.  178.] 

Short  heads  to  show  the  reasonableness  of  Governor  Clinton's  application  for  an 
allowance  by  way  of  equipage  money.     1743. 

1-  Upon  the  apointment  of  Governors  the  Crown  have  frequently  made  an  allowance  by 
way  of  equipage  money  in  ordt^r  to  assist  'em  towards  defraying  the  verv  considerable  expence 
the  equipping  and  fitting  them  out  for  their  own  Govern"  must  necessarily  occasion  and  this 
without  any  other  reason; 

Whereas  in  Governor  Clinton's  case  there  are  many  strong  reason's,  to  be  oflTered 
in  support  of  this  application.  For: 

2""  The  Govern'  of  New  York  will  not  be  near  so  valuable  to  Gov^  Clinton  as  it  has  been  to 
his  predecessors- The  Province  of  New  Jersey  having  always  till  now  been  united  with  New 
York,  and  under  the  same  Government,  and  the  salary  paid  by  New  Jersey  has  always  been 
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;£1000  besides  other  considerable  advantages,  bo  that  the  making  New  Jersey  a  separate  and 
distinct  Govern*  maizes  New  York  at  least  ^1000  a  year  less  in  value  to  Gov'  Clinton  than  it 
was  to  his  predecessors. 

S'"  Former  Governors  had  the  advantage  of  one  of  the  four  companyes,  besides  the  paying 
all  the  four  Company's,  which  were  together  at  least  ^2000  per  annum,  but  which  from  the 
present  method  of  paying  those  Company's  Governor  Clinton  will  he  totally  deprived  of. 

4""  Former  Governours  have  always  had  a  mojety  of  their  salary's  from  the  date  of  their 
Commission  to  the  time  of  their  arrival  in  New  York,  but  which  from  the  diHerent  method  the 
Assembly's  of  New  York  have  lately  fallen  into  in  raising  and  paying  this  salary,  Governor 
Clinton  will  have  no  advantage  of,  but  from  the  time  he  shall  actually  arrive  at  New  York,  and 
get  an  act  passed  for  that  purpose. 

S'h  Former  Governors  have  likewise  had  considerable  advantages  from  granting  lands  — But 
Governor  Clinton  can  expect  no  benefit  of  this  kind,  there  being  now  no  vacant  lands 
remaining  to  grant. 

This  Therefore  hoped  it  will  be  thought  reasonable  to  make  Governor  Clinton  an  allowance, 
by  way  of  equipage  money,  towards  assisting  him,  in  defraying  the  expences  of  fitting  himself 
oat  for  his  Government. — 


<'■»■!» 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[New-Tork  Bundle.  Og.,  p.  9&] 

My  Lords, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  Lordships  that  I  arrived  here  safe  the  SO"-  September 
and  have  gone  through  the  several  formalities  requisite  for  a  Governour  upon  the  occasion. 

I  have  dissolved  the  Assembly  by  advice  of  my  Council,  which  I  find  gives  a  general 
satisfaction  to  the  people,  and  I  take  the  liberty  to  inclose  the  Speech  I  made  to  the  Assembly 
for  that  purpose,  which  I  hope  will  meet  with  your  Lordships  approbation 

As  I  have  but  just  an  opportunity  of  writing  by  a  Ship  ready  to  sail  for  England,  I  cannot 
now  take  it  upon  me  to  give  your  Lordships  any  farther  account  relative  to  my  Government, 
and  1  am  with  very  great  respect 

My  Lords 

Your  Lordships  most  humble 
New  York 

2^  October  1743 


&  most  obedient  Servant 

G.  Clinton 


The  R'  IIon'''«  the  Lords  of  Trade  &  Plantations. 
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Governor  Clinton  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 

I  New-York  Papcra.  ( 8.  P.  O.)  No.  S,  p.  19-2  ] 

My  Lord. 

I  desire  Your  Grace  will  permit  me  to  acquaint  you  of  my  arrival  here,  and  I  have  the  honor 
to  assure  Your  Grace  1  was  well  received  at  my  landing  and  with  great  marks  of  favour.  I 
have  given  a  generall  satisfaction  to  the  whole  province  in  dissolving  the  Assembly  and  calling 
a  new  one.  I  have  likewise  declared  my  intention  of  continuing  every  person  in  his  place 
without  exceptions,  which  was  received  very  well  by  all  partyes. 

I  keep  exceeding  well  with  M'  Clark  and  show  him  all  the  favours  I  can,  and  consult  him 
in  affairs,  but  must  be  very  cautious  not  to  listen  to  fain  to  him,  affraid  he  should  lead  me,  into 
the  same  snares  he  did  my  predecessor,  especially  as  he  i?  to  succeed  me  in  my  Government 
and  I  am  determined  to  act  with  all  the  caution  I  can  to  prevent  any  complaints  coming  home 
to  your  Grace  against  me,  at  the  same  time  I  beg  and  hope  to  have  your  Grace's  protection  and 
support,  in  all  that  is  right  amd  just  as  Governour  of  this  Province. 

I  ask  pardon  for  taking  up  tu  much  of  Your  Graces  time — I  am  with  the  greatest  respect 
My  Lord 

Your  Grace's  most  obleiged 

and  most  obedient  humble  servant 
New  York  2™'  Octobre  1743.  (signed).        G  Clinton. 

His  Grace  Duke  of  Newcastle. 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  New-Tork  Buodlt,  Gg.,  p.  91.  ] 

My  Lor'ls 

r  had  the  honour  to  write  to  your  Lordships  S"*  of  Oct'  last  and  therein  inclosed  the  Speech 
I  made  to  the  Assembly  to  di.ssolve  them  by  advice  of  my  Council,  and  I  take  the  liberty  to 
send  to  your  Lordships  a  Duplicate  thereof,  as  also  the  .Speech  I  made  to  a  New  Assembly 
upon  their  meeting,  and  I  hope  the  several  matters  recommended  therein  will  have  your 
Lordships  Approbation. 

When  I  was  appointed  Governour  of  this  Trovince  your  Lordships  were  pleased  to  deferr  the 
naming  to  Flis  Majesty  some  vacancies  in  the  Council  until  I  arrived  at  my  Government,  that 
I  might  nominate  such  as  1  thought  proper  for  Ilis  Majesty's  service. 

There  are  four  vacancit..  in  the  Council  by  the  death  of  M-^  Vanhorn  named  in  my  Instructions 
and  L'  (iov'  Clarke  refusing  to  take  the  Oaths,  upon  which  I  take  the  liberty  to  name  to  your 
Lordships  the  four  following  (Jentlemen  to  be  Members  thereof  vi/.'  I'eter  Warren,  Joseph 
Murry,  John    Moor,  and    Jeremiah    Renselner'  Esq"  nil  of  great    loyalty  &  probity  and  of 

'  Be*  note,  p<M<  L\.,  loan,  —  Kd. 


LONDON  DOCUMENTS  :    XXVI  r 

249 

considerable   fortunes  in  this   Province  where  they  reside    and  I  I,nn»  iV.      <• 

Majesty  will  please  to  appoint  them.  ^  '  ^  ''''P'  therefrom   that   His 

co.n3:;:t^;il^^^^^^^^  «^«"«  ^s,^  secretary  to  the    Lords   Justices. 

or  defence  fgainst  an  t'dde:  T mT^    ::;:  t  nTVp'^tr'--^^  '''  T  '-'^^ 
with  France,  I  herewith  inclose  to  vn,,r  1  nln  ,  "''''^"P°"  t^^^"^  '"  case  of  a  rupture 

to  the  Conu;nssioners  ap  0    ted  L    n  i^n  A  r:  "V.T"  1'"""''°"  <'"""  "^  '"  ^--'•) 
letter  to  the  Col.  of  MilitL  arAlbanv  wM  i"^""    '  ""^  '''7  ^"^^^  ^'-^to  together  with  my 

1  am  with  very  greal  relpect  ''  "  '  ""'  '°  "'""  ^'"  '^'^^^^-"  '^  *'-  P--nt. 

My  Lords 
New  York  ^^^^^  I-ordships  most  humble 

IS  NoV^  1743  ^"^  obedient  servant 

G.  Clinton. 
The  W  Hon'"-  the  Lords  of  Trade  &  Plantations. 


Goveniov  Clinton  to  the  CommUmoners  of  Indian  Affairs, 

( New-Vork  liuiKllr,  Og.,  p.  04  ] 

Gentlemen,  New  York  19"' OctM  743. 

Having  received  a  dispatch  from  Andrew  8lone  Ksn'Secrv  fn  fl...  I  «ri      t    .•         •     •.  - 

unless  timely  care  he  taken  to  put  the  .L  iu.o  a  proper     :r::;;;:;..:r   .;::;:: 

u  .  therefore  com.nanded  n,e  to  I.uploy  t osl  elleciuul  n.eaus  for  putting  this  Co    „v, 

the  best  posture  01   Defence  that  shall  he  possible  and   be  c„„s,antlv  on  the  guar    '^^  ?, '^ 
Burprue  tron.  any  (Quarter.     And  I  having  in  pursuance  of  their  L.rdspps  C^.      I T    .    i    o 
cc,ns,.lerat.on  y'  great  probability  of  a  speedy  rupture  with  Kran.-e  and'    .ving  ad  is e     v 
Majesty  s  Council  concerning  the  necessary  steps  to  he  taken  to  put  our  fronti -r       ,   vo 
County  in  the  best  posture  of  delence  the  pr-sent  season  of  the  year  will  ..1   .ion  I      I 
thought  highly  necessary  lor  His  Majesty,  service  and  the  security  :  w'.r        rZ 

Garrison  at  Oswego  be  r^ „,.,..„  ,,h„  ,,,„,,„,,  „,.,  „,.^  ^^^  sutfil,:  .^ 

0  powder  and  ball  w,th  t  e  utmost  expe.litiou.  1  have  therefore  sent  orders  to  ,he  comm      li  « 
(Mhcer  at  Albany  to  detach  and  send  then,  forthwith  to  that  (Harrison  if  i,  be  praCic     I      Z 
as  It  .8  necessary  that  a  supply  of  provisions  should  be  sent  with  them   1  must  des  ie     h 
Genr  to  u..  your  utmo.  endeavours  ,o  get  sou.e  person  or  persons  to  contract  fW^ie  ::3    ^ 
up  the  sa.d   men  and  An.n.un.lion  to  Oswego.     And  to  supply  those  men  with  a  sullici    u 
quantuy  o    provisions  for  the.  subsistence  in  going  up  and  ul.uil  the  next  Spr    ^      ^ 
a  e  des,re.    to  ta  e  care  that  proper  Ma.toes  be  provided  for  carrying  then    up    n.l      g, 
steersman   o,  each  battoe;    And  it  being  also  though,   highly  necessary  that  at    he         tV 
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Indians  be  imployed  as  Scouts  at  Oswego  to  discover  the  Motions  of  the  French,  You  are 
likewise  to  send  up  what  strouds,  blaniietts  &  cottons  you  shall  think  necessary  to  be  given 
y"  from  time  to  time  as  a  Reward  for  their  services,  And  some  man  who  well  understands  the 
Indian  language  is  also  to  be  sent  by  you  to  Oswego  if  there  be  none  already  there,  who  is  to 
reside  there  untill  the  next  Spring  as  Interpreter  whom  you  are  to  direct  and  instruct  to  procure 
those  Indians  &  to  take  care  that  they  be  active  men  and  such  as  may  be  relied  on,  And  with 
the  detachment  afsd  you  are  to  take  care  that  a  sufficient  quantity  of  provisions  especially  bread 
be  likewise  sent  up  for  the  subsistance  of  the  Indians  and  Interpreter. 

And  His  Majesty^s  Service  requiring  that  you  as  well  as  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the 
Militia  at  the  furthermost  settlement  of  the  Mowhawks  Countrey  should  have  timely  notice  of 
the  motions  of  the  Trench,  you  are  also  to  imploy  some  able  and  proper  Indians  as  Scouts  to 
observe  them  and  to  give  you  and  him  immediate  notice  of  what  they  shall  observe  to  be  doing 
among  the  French  or  by  them  or  their  emissarys,  that  the  said  Commanding  Officer  maybe  the 
better  able  to  execute  such  orders  as  he  shall  receive  from  me,  And  you  enabled  to  give  me 
notice  of  what  shall  he  transacted.  And  the  expenccs  that  may  arise  by  virtue  of  the  several 
tilings  aforesaid  as  they  are  evidently  for  His  Mat'"^  service  &  y^  immediate  security  of  y' 
Province,  I  make  no  doubt  but  y»  Assembly  will  fully  provide  for  the  paym'of.  And  you  may 
be  perfectly  assured  I  shall  recommend  it  strongly  to  them  at  their  first  sitting. 

Thus  you  see  that  I  have  done  all  in  my  power  at  present  for  the  defence  and  secuiity  of  the 
Frontiers  and  particularly  of  that  important  place  Oswego.  It  is  your  part  now  to  see  that 
these  my  directions  have  their  intended  effect,  And  that  you  use  your  utmost  Endeavours  to 
preserve  the  Five  Nations  steady  to  His  Majesty,  And  I  shall  meet  them  as  early  as  possible 
next  year,  of  which  you  shall  have  timely  notice 

G.  Clinton 

Commissioners  for  Indian  Aflairs. 


Conunmionera  of  Indian  Affairs  to  Gavemor  Clinton. 

[  N«w-Tark  Bnndla,  Og.,  p.  M.  ] 

Albany  29"'  October  1743. 
May  it  please  your  Excy 

Since  our  last  of  '2\  inst  we  receiv'd  your  Excy's  favour  of  lO"-  inst  whereby  your  Excy  is 
pleased  to  inform  that  you  reed  n  Dispatch  from  the  Lords  Justices  commanding  your  Excy  to 
put  this  Colony  in  the  best  posture  of  Defence  that  shall  lie  possible,  and  that  in  order  thereto 
your  Excy  had  thought  proper  to  reinforce  the  (iarrison  at  Oswego  with  a  Corporal  an<l  nine 
men  and  a  sufficient  quantity  of  powiler  and  bull  if  it  sliou'd  be  practicable.  And  also  that  lour 
Indians  shou'd  be  sent  up  w"'  an  Interpreter  to  reside  tiiere  till  the  Spring  nil  which  we 
likewise  judge  to  be  necessary. 

Your  Excy  desires  us  to  contrnct  with  some  person  or  persons  to  advance  w«  shall  bo 
necessary  for  provisions,  hallo's,  steersmen  &c'  upon  credit  of  the  Colony,  which  we  have 
endeavour'd  to  do,  but  no  person  here  will  undertake  to  pdvance   that  sum,  which  wcu'd 
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able  to  pay  more  than  a  single  garrison  as  we  are  informed.  ^  ^ 

We  cou'd  not  gett  Steersmen  for  tlie  batto's  under  j-7       .  »„  i         j  .u 
unless  two  were  in  a  batto,  and  at  least  four    atto'wutlhTv'  .  /"  '""'^  """"^  "°*  «" 

of  the  year  is  so  far  advanced  th.t  t  s  v/r!  7         u    ^      '"  '''""''^'     ^"^  '''«  ^he  season 

by  reasl  of  the  lee.  we  1  h::;",  "         L^rMttttt:;  t7  'l'  T  '''\  "  ^^^^^" 
run  the  hazard  of  loosing  all  the  provisions  a  e        nib    7    W   V''"  '"""  f '  ^"' 

your  Excy's  orders  hired  an  Interpreter  one  M^  Ab      WenT  ^  '''  "''°''""^  '° 

be  a  fit  person  to  go  up  to  OsweL 7,  TL,f  ,  !        .!\      ^'''''P'*'''''  ^''^  ^^  think  to 

him  to  procure  six  or  eigh    men  Ze    f  tl       H       1'    I"     '"'""^  '"''^"^'  ""'^  '^«^«  -'^-^^ 

Your  Excy's 

most  obed'  Humble  Servants 

MVNDFUE    SCHUVLER 
CORNEMUS    CfVLEK 
DuiK    Vox    BllOUK 

J.\»  De  Pevster 
R'  CJerritsi 

NiCOLAES  BleeCKER 
JoilANNIB  LaNSIXO  Juu"" 

W'  IIellinq. 


,  and 
provisions 


My  Lords, 


Limtcuant-Governor  ClarU  to  the  Lord,  of  Trade. 

INow-Vork  Uundle,  Og.,  p,  90.  J 

New  York  December  the  IS""  1743. 


r  ;"n.,:r ."°;;","';"'  ™",""'""  i"- "- " "-- '  ■ ^^  ''"•"!.'"■     ".:;  f. 
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Councillors,  and  asked  me  to  be  sworn  as  such,  I  beg'd  him  to  excuse  me  on  the  score  of  my 
Infirmities,  lie  complimented  me  by  saying  lie  should  be  glad  of  my  advice,  I  assured  him  I 
would  never  fail  to  give  it  him  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  whenever  he  would  do  me  the  honour 
to  talk  to  me  of  business,  I  presume  as  the  vacancies  in  the  Council  are  not  filled  up  my  name 
was  left  in  of  course  with  the  others,  or  that  His  Excellency  might  know  my  inclinations  before 
he  recommended  new  Councillors,  for  I  did  not  suppose  it  was  imagined  that  I  could  act  in 
that  capacity  after  I  had  had  the  honor  for  so  many  years  to  govern  the  Province  in  an  higher 
character;  besides,  my  private  affairs  require  my  presence  in  England. 

I  have  discoursed  the  Governour  at  large  on  the  Importance  it  is  to  this  and  Jl  the  other 
Provinces  to  preserve  Oswego,  and  the  fidelity  of  the  Five  Nations ;  the  French  understand  it, 
and  use  every  art  to  weaken  and  seduce  them,  wherein  they  apparently  succeed  but  too  well. 
In  the  year  1740,  I  made  an  union  of  these  nations,  and  all  the  other  Indian  Nations  in 
allyance  with  the  other  Provinces,  which  was  corroborated  at  my  last  Interview  with  the 
former  in  1742,  I  perceive  by  the  Governor's  Speech,  he  proposes  to  unite  all  the  Indians  in 
allyance  with  the  other  Governments ;  in  truth  its  wanted  for  they  are  often  ia  warr  with  each 
other,  but  how  he  will  eflect  it  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand,  unless  it  be  with  the  participation 
of  the  Governors  of  the  other  Provinces,  but  perhaps  that  was  concerted  before  he 
left  England. 

I  humbly  thank  your  Lordships  for  the  favourable  opinion  you  have  been  pleased  to  entertain 
of  my  conduct  during  the  course  of  my  administration,  it  was  the  main  support  of  my  spirits 
in  the  time  of  the  difficulties  I  had  to  strugle  with,  and  1  shall  ever  remember  it  with  the 
utmost  gratitude. 

The  Minutes  of  Council  which  your  Lordships  told  me  were  wanting,  I  sent  by  Capt"  Bryant 
the  ly"  of  last  June,  by  whom  likewise  I  now  do  myself  the  honour  to  send  to  your 
Lordships  the  Naval  Officers  Accompts  (mentioned  in  the  Postscript  to  your  Letter)  from  the 
26'"  of  March  173i)  to  the  25'"  of  March  1740.  As  also  the  Minutes  of  Council  from  the  27'" 
of  April  1743,  to  the  21"  of  June  following,  from  which  time  to  Governor  Clinton's  arrival 
there  was  no  Council  held,  some  of  the  Council  being  in  Connecticut  executing  the  Commission 
for  hearing  and  determining  the  controversy  between  that  Colony  and  the  xMohegan  Indians, 
there  were  not  a  number  in  town  to  do  business.  The  proceedings  of  the  Council  the  last 
Session  of  Assembly,  viz'  from  the  19'"  to  the  30'"  of  April  last,  with  the  adjournments  from 
thence  to  the  27'"  of  September,  And  the  roll  of  persons  naturalized  from  Decenr  1742  to 
Dt'ceni'-  ]74.t.  I  beg  leave  co  recommend  myself  to  your  Lordships  protection,  and  am  with 
the  highest  Respect  and  Honour, 

My  Lords 

Your  Lordships  most  humble 

and  most  obedient  servant 
The  Right  Ilono'"'  the  Lords  of  Trade  Uko  Clakke. 


'M^': 


■$",  ■.v.iSt  ^: 


LONDON  DOCUMENTS :    XXVII. 


253 


Oovei'noT  Clinton  to  the  Duhe  of  NeiocaMle. 

i  New-Tork  I'.pera.  ( S.  P.  O.)  No.  9, ,).  m.  ] 

My  Lord. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  acquaint  yonr  Grace  that  Lieut'  Govern'  Clark  hi.  tnl,l  m«  l 

Your  Sev^     staid  1T\       °"  "''^^  "'""^^  "'  ■•^'''"""'"■^  ^«  ""«  ^--»'  -'  without 

ex  rXt  Jnin"  T""  '''  'T  ""'^  ^'^'"'^^  ^^'^''^'^'^'^  '^^  ^'^'^  ^'^^  ^°  ^'-'^t  from 
I  our  urate  that  m  all  places  and  stations  I  continue  with  the  highest  respect 

My  Lord  ^ 

Your  Grace's  most  obliged  and 

New  York  20".  Jan'v  174  J  '""''  "^"^i"'^  ''"'"'^''^  '"'^'"'^ 

*  (signed).        G.  Clixton. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 


iMtds  /  7hr(k  to  (Governor  Clinton. 


To  George  Chnton  Esn' 


I  Nm-Vutk  EntriM,  M.  p.  21H.  ] 


Sir. 

to:;:j;^;t:x:::j;j;:--^  ::;:::-^ '" '--'-  -'  ^•"  -^  ^—  -« 

upln  'vou''aL'Vl""  "r  "'  ""'     '"  ^*"'  >'""  "^•^  ""f^'y  arrived  nt  New  York  and  have  takeu 

We  take  this  Hrst  opportunity  of  congrntuhuing  you  upon  both  these  occasion.,  not  .ioubtinff 
but   ^.ur  conduct  w.l.   be  such  as  will  fully  answo.  the  conhdcnce  hia  Majesty  has  be".! 


'■''^'■jm^Amrt^.. 
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graciously  pleased  to  repose  in  You,  &  the  just  Expectations  of  those  over  whom  he  has 
appointed  you  Governor. 

We  have  perused  lour  Letter  to  the  Comm"  of  Indian  affairs  (a  copy  of  which  you  send  us 
in  yours  of  the  IS'"  of  Nov"')  &  think  you  have  done  well  in  recommending  so  earnestly  to 
them  tc  provide  for  'he  defence  &  security  of  the  Frontiers  &  particularly  of  Oswego  & 
to  cultivate  t;  .3  Friendship  of  the  five  Nations  so  necessary  for  His  Majesty's  Interest. 

We  have  recommended  to  His  Majesty  three  of  the  four  gentlemen  mentioned  in  the  same 
letter  as  persons  every  way  qualified  to  supply  the  Vacancies  in  the  Council  viz'  Peter  Warren, 
Joseph  Murry  &  John  Moor  Esq"  but  have  thought  it  more  advisable  to  suspend  our 
Recommendation  of  the  fourth,  'till  we  see  whether  the  Lieu'  CoV  continues  in  his  resolution 
of  not  acting.     So  we  bid  you  heartily  farewell,  and  are, 

Your  very  loving  friends 

&'  humble  Servants 

MoNSON 

M.  Bladen 
R.  Plumer 

Wl'itehall  j^,.  Brudeneli. 

Janry  27">  1743  3.  Keene. 


Governor  Clinton  to  tlic  Lords  of  Trade. 

[New-Tork  BunJIe,  Og.,  p.  09.] 

My  Lords, 

I  did  myself  the  honour  to  write  to  your  Lordships  the  14""  May  last,  acknowlec?ging  your 
favour  to  me  of  27"'  January  a  duplicate  of  which  I  have  inclosed,  and  therein  gave  you  my 
reasons  for  recommending  M'"  Rcnsalaer  to  be  one  of  the  Council  in  the  room  of  M'  Clarke 
which  I  hope  are  weighty  enouiiii  to  have  him  appointed. 

I  have  inclosed  to  your  Lordships  my  speech  to  the  Assembly  upon  their  meeting,  with  the 
Council  &  their  Address,  as  also  the  Crand  Jurys,  and  you  may  observe,  I  have  not  failed  of 
recommending  to  their  deliberations,  the  immediate  necessity  tiiere  was  to  provide  amply 
for  the  safety  of  this  Province,  at  so  critical  a  conjuncture. 

Y'our  Lordships  may  also  observe  by  the  inclosed  messages  I  have  sent  to  them,  that  upon 
the  intimationi^ave  receiv'd  of  war  being  in  all  appearance  declared  by  France  against  His 
Majesty,  I  thought  they  had  not  fully  answer'd  my  expectations  in  raising  sufficient  supplys 
to  repair  our  Fortifications,  and  pointed  out  to  them  in  my  first  message,  such  things  as  I 
thought  were  highly  necessary  upon  the  occasion,  which  your  F.ordships  will  see  they  have 
only  considered  in  part,  upon  which  I  immediately  dispatched  a  double  Garrison  of  His 
Majesty's  Troops  to  Oswego,  and  afterwards  sent  them  another  message  to  which  they  return'd 
me  no  answer  as  appears  by  the  inclosed  Extract  of  their  Minutes. 

I  have  taken  every  other  precaution  in  n.y  power  to  guard  against  any  surprize  by  sending 
circular  orders  to  the  respective  Colonels  of  Militia,  and  to  the  Captains  of  His  Majesty's 
Companys  posted  in  this  Province  to  inspect  the  Arms  and  Accoutrements  of  their  men,  and 
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not  only  to  repel  the-French  Forces.  U  h  s  P  o  ince  1  nT  '  "'""''^  '"'''  "^«>^  '^^  ^^^le 
in  a  condition,  if  necessary,  to  attack  hen  ours  -  „t  .  ^ u  <  '""  '^  '^  ""'"'  ^"'  ''  ''«  '-^I- 
by  order  of  their  Excellenc>s  thrLrds  Ju  ti  r  f  T  T"'''  '''''''  ''  ""'  '' '''  ^^P'  '-t. 
Proclamations  to  forbid  thelxpora^c^f^^^^^^^^^  "'"     '"'  '  '^^^  '--^  the  inclosed 

kind  of  provisions,  warlike  stores,  ;r:ela:dirs'  "  '"  "'^^'^"^  '''  '^^^"'^'^  -'"'  -^ 

the  :::s:^r:^t^s;:;r„;:,:::h:^?^""^'"^ ""—-  ^-'^'-^  ^^^^  ---^  .^ve 

Province,  to  be  ready  to  march  to  our    sssnc/T';'"''  ''''''''''  '""''^  ^'^^^«""S  «"  this 
at  the  same  time  assuring  them  I  si    11  m  ke    f  Tw    .     ''  "'''  "^ '''  ^^P^""''^  «^  ^»  «"-"y. 
I  have  inclosed  to  your  Lor  shin  tr  <l'«Po«ition  in  their  behalf.  ^' 

together  with  the  Ac  so    the  ^      ^'Jr^^^  ^^  ^^  --al  to  27  March  last, 

before  His  Majesty  in  Council.tr  His  It^Tar-U  '  ^'"  ''  '''''  ^""  ^""  ^'^^  ^°  ''^^^ 

-et  ^^e^^  eng::el:n;T.JL^^r„:7^  ^^^  f  -  ^-ions  of  Indians,  in  order  to 

shall  detach  anotlr  party  of  Hi    m!   'sty  s  Tr"^^^^^^^^^^       "p'^  Majesty,  and  upon  my  arrival 
of  that  place.  "^    '^  '  ^'°°P'  to  the  Fort  at  Saratoga  ibr  the  defence 

ha~ ::  :ve;;::;:;iEirr;:t  :r^  i-^ships  with,  and  i  hope  yo«  wm  be,ieve  i 

Province,  consistent  with  t      1      o  i:„i:7„f''''r  '"  '"  "^"'"  ^"'^  ^"^^^'^^^  "'^  this 

to  -ny  satisfaction,  if  my  conduct  Zslwrr^aterZ    iT    ""''"'  ^~ribute  more 

My  Lords 
New  York  ^°"''  ^^'''^ships  most  obedient 

6""  June  1744  ^  '"°st  humble  servant 

Tu    r».  TT     >,  ^'  Clinton 

The  IV  Hon-  the  Lords  of  Trade  &  Plantations. 


■'3' 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Duhe  of  Xewcasik, 

[New-Vork  Pip«n.  ( 8.  r.  O.)  No.  9,  p.  195] 

My  Lord. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowled«e  to  voi.r  Pr-..^  fj,  •       r 

Sep,  last  by  order  of  their  KxcellentL  the  ord  J  ,  "  "■"'•'' f  '''  ^'"'"'^  '^"^'^  °''t'-'  3- 
thi.s  Province  into  an  immediate  post  frl  o  def^e.  ce  ^^H  '"  T'  '""^  "'"^'^'''"^  '«  •'"' 
not  only  to  repel  the  French  forces,  if  th.^  a  ,d  '  k  M  "!  T"^'' " -"^'"^-»-  -to  be  able 
in  a  condition  if  necessary  to  attark  them  '""^  '"■"''"'■^•'  "^"t  Ikewise  to  be 

n.::;i7Si:.;r:::;;:::zr'^;:;'z^-''^^^^^^^    '« '-  A^^emb,  upon  their 


I 


-^^j^gi^^ii^^ 


,   .  '■ 
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Grace  may  please  to  observe  by  my  speech  to  them,  which  I  have  inclosed  as  also  the  Council 
and  their  address  together  with  the  grand  Jurys. 

Your  Grace  may  please  also  to  observe  by  the  inclosed  messages  I  have  sent  to  them,  that 
upon  the  intimations  I  have  received  of  war  being  in  ail  appearance  declared  by  France  against 
His  Majesty,  I  thought  they  had  not  fully  answered  my  expectations  in  raising  sufficient 
supplys  to  repair  our  fortifications  and  pointed  out  to  them  in  my  first  message  such  things  as  I 
thought  were  highly  necessary  upon  the  occasion,  which  Your  Grace  will  see,  they  have  only 
considered  in  part,  upon  which  I  immediately  detach'd  a  double  garrison  to  Oswego,  and 
afterwards  sent  them  another  message  to  which  they  returned  me  no  answer,  as  appears  by  the 
inclosed  extract  of  their  minutes  — 

I  have  taken  every  other  precaution  in  power,  to  guard  against  any  surprise  by  sending  circular 
orders  to  the  respective  Coll'  of  Militia  and  to  the  Capt"»  of  His  Maj'"  compJ'  posted  in  this 
proviuc  1  to  inspect  the  arms  and  accoutrements  of  their  men,  and  to  see  that  they  are  in  good 
order  ,i'i  1  fit  for  immediate  service  and  that  as  often  as  conveniently  may  be,  they  do  exercise 
tiu  imv  in  arms,  keeping  strict  discipline,  and  the  better  to  enable  them  to  withstand  an  attack 
PI  In  .ittack  their  enemy  ;  I  have  issued  the  inclosed  Proclamations  to  forbid  the  exportation  of 
(/u.i-powder,  or  the  supplying  the  French  with  any  kind  of  provisions,  warlike  stores  or 
Merchandizes. 

1  ,'iave  also  sent  circular  letters  to  the  neighbouring  Governors,  desiring  they  wruld  give  the 
necessary  orders  to  the  people  under  tiieir  Govern'  especially  those  bordering  on  this  province, 
to  be  ready  to  march  to  our  assistance  on  the  first  notice  of  the  approach  of  an  Enemy,  at  the 
same  time  assuring  them,  I  shall  make  the  like  disposition  in  their  behalf. — 

I  shall  set  out  to  morrow  for  Albany  to  meet  the  five  nations  of  Indians  in  order  to  renew 
their  engagements  of  peace  with  me  on  behalf  of  His  Majesty,  and  upon  my  arrival  I  shall 
detach  another  party  of  His  Majestys  troops  to  Saratoga  for  the  defence  of  that  place. — 

This  is  all  I  have  at  present  to  trouble  Your  Grace  with,  and  I  hope  you  will  believe  I  have 
done  every  thing  within  the  compass  of  my  abilities  for  the  vvelfare  and  security  of  this  province 
consistent  with  the  honour  and  dignity  of  my  trust,  and  nothing  can  contribute  more  lo  my 
satisfaction  if  my  conduct  does  answer  that  end  —  I  am  with  the  highest  respect  —  My  Lord  — 
Your  Grace's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant — (Signed)     G.  Clinton 

New  York  5"'  June  1744. 


His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  ettc  ettc  ettc. 


Jiidffe  Ilorsmanden  to  the  Lonh  of  Trade. 


[  New-Vork  Bundle,  Gg.,  p.  I116.  ] 


New  York  4"'  October  1744 
My  Lord 

In  oht'dience  to  His  Majesty's  Royal  Commission  for  reviewing  and  determining  the  cause 

which  has  been  long  subsisting  between  the  Governour  &  Company  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut, 

&  the  'J'rihe  of  Moheagan  In<lian8,  it  was  my  lot  to  be  one  of  the  Commiss"^"  that  attended  tiie 
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wluch  would  be  the'„ecessaryTte,I„;Ll^r  °' ^^'^ /^^^  trouble  &  Difficultys 

labour  at  the  place  adjourned'toTom  e  op  n.  of  thTr  "" '"  "'  "w^  '^^^"  ^'^'^'^^  •^■^''' 
at  length  effected  this  service  only.  T  rbHnZ  .P  T"  < ""'  7"  "■''^  '"  ">^  °P"""» 
materials  are  furnished  for  „>ore  competent  Judli       H  n ^^'    "   '""''  "  ^'^"'^^'  ^''-^'^y 

I  must  acknowledge.  „,y  Lord  Thad  nof  ■    h     '' ^''''''^'^  ^  '^^'^^'-^  "PO". 
a  general  opinion  upon  the'  :  erts'  L  liv  f L  "'j't  'J""'"''""  ''  '^  '^'"^  ^^  -°-  ^haa 
the  Bar;   the  proceedings  brnTirrn  fd    !  P'"^!^'"^^' & -g»--ts  of  the  Council  at 

transactions,  disguised  (rsyorLordlin  '^"'"^'.^°"«'^^'"g  «f  -  g-'^at  variety  of  facts  & 

much  superfluous  matt      so"   tt  swe    l"a     T"'".  '  "'"  ^"'^*  '"^"''^^'  *  '"'^-"•^-^^  -'" 
be  a  work  of  time  to  sepemt    ,  e  whe  t  f^  ""7  1°  '  --''^-'"^•^  ^uik  ;  it  could  not  but 

of  ob^urity.  in  which  ^ i.T::z::z!:::::::^;^,:^r''''' ''-  -^^'^^ '--  ^"-  -- 

sl-^dhr^li^Sc-rur'^Z::'"'^"?  t-^-7-"-  -^^  ^he  merits,  when  I 
conscience  in  the  matter,  the  efl;;:  led  "Ih'  '"""'"  ''^  '^"^'  *  ^^''^^^  ^^^  own 
tl-ree  Commissioi^ers,  (iho  w  ^tie  mXr  l  ."'''"r?"'^  °' '°  '""°^'  "'  ^''«  '"-*"« 
the  Judgment  was  founded,  Tthe  s  m  m  d il  '""  r  ""  '^P'"""  '"  ''""^*'  "P°"  -'-'^ 
points  in  the  case,  upon  w  >ich  1^1^!  MM  "^  '  ^"''"'  '°  '''  "'  ^'^  ^°'"*^  fundamental 

accordingly  prepared  Vysd     Ms  „vll  ","'"■"'  """'  "^-"^^'^^'y  ^-^Se;  And  having 

to  deliver  nfy  opinion  on  he  '^  J  dn  '";  /  "  "'""'^'"'^  ''^  ''"  '"'^"'^^  --''^  -^-it  off 
the  last  sitting  ot,  e  Comls^  b  t  iUno  1"  T"  '"''  '"'"'^^'  ^  '^""^^^'^  >'  '"  ^ourt  a! 
Colony  Agenl.  they  oppo^it^s  te  l'3:d'irt,::rutrf  ''"'' f'^'^^^'^^  ^  ^'- 
the  Liberty  reserved,  &  a  Maioritv  of  th.  oT  ^''""''«  "f^  P^ceed-ngs,  according  to 

conduct,  however  ex  raordinary  w,  ■  J  "TT""  '"'""'^"^  ""^^"'^'^  "^ '  -'^-'' 
revise  &  reduce  to.  a  narrow  c;"  1  ^  n'T  'I'^'Ti  "  '','1'  "'^  '•*'  '"^'•'  "'^^  ""'^  '" 
through  the  case.     And,  my  Lor  imus  "  "''^'  ''"'  ■''''^''  "'"  ^"'"S  ^"'^^^^V 

^-i.  ..tirely  in  o.ni.  li: t  UrcZiZZ ^^o^art^l^^^  ^-^  '- 

w-':e;-;io:'u::.^g;:f  j::;;t;;;j-;7  ^"^  ^""f---'"'  - 1-^- c;::;...  ..,„,. 

beenmeLtbyusthan'JsSfy^  r;:i,:;;:.r    ';!'r'^'-)^^^^  '"  J'"'«''^  '^  "'- 
the  Commissioners,  whi.h  i!  •  U-^s  ij  li      Ti  ".  '"'      ^'''"'  '^'  °^  "  '^''^'°'''y  «f 

«ome  principal  pouus  co  t     .i^-M  '^  "^^Zi  J  T         'T'  '''''''  ^"'^''  ^^"^  ^'-"''^« 
entered  in  the  Miautes  acco  iinl  ""'^  ""  '''"'"""^'j'  ''^^'"^'^'^  '»  Court.  & 

c^nsiclered,  at  a  time  o^rl^f!  .'v^':;! J^  ^^^  r^;]-  -^  ^-"  "-«  maturely 
thought 'twas  proper  this  matter  .should   !-.  exohi^ 'd     „       ^  u     ?'''''""'  '">' '^"'"'i^.  ^ 

that,  which  it  does  plainly  appcxr  l.v    h.      . 'Y'""/'  '"  '^'^  '""'^b  ado  sho-  be  made  about 

the  Judgments  in  eilher  He        ^e  tL^^  l.Tti:  CI     fTT''"''  7  '"''■'"  '"^  ''^''^  "^-     ^^- 
though  the  cases  be  ruled  again;t "hei:  opil's  '"''"'  "  '"  '"'^'^•*"'«  "^  "^  ^^"-t 

fo:^::^::;;  i^A::;:'r'u;:^::er\i;:;r'' '"'•  ^'"  -^  "^'"'°"  -^^  ^'--''-- 

would  send  it  home.  &  lay  ,t  beforcvo      F  t    \       T'  "7  '''""'''"  ''^'""'  '''  '^-'■■"•*'«'  ^hey 

down  to  this  place   &  undl  tint  slu  w  u!T       ''""1  '"  """''  ^  '""'^  «"'-  ''-"^"t  i' 

Commissi  With  my.lf.  whi  ^Z       /J'  :,  '    I,f:    ;^--y-<  -  ""   ^^xhibit  by  two  'other 

Vol.  VL  ,  '""'"""'  '""'""  '°  ««'««'»  »o  more  than  a  Feint  as 

ii'ii 
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I  express'd  myself  to  one  of  the  Agents  at  the  time  of  my  certifying  it;  For  I  would  it  were 
before  your  Lordships,  its  own  Language  upon  the  view  of  it  I  should  have  esteem'd  significant 
enough  to  have  superceded  the  necessity  of  my  observations  to  justify  my  opinion  of  it,  &  I 
should  gladly  have  span.-d  your  Lordships  the  trouble  of  them. 

As  to  the  two  Indian  marks  for  Uncns  &  Poxon,  to  the  Copy  of  what  is  called  the  Original 
Deed  40  in  your  Lordships  Book  of  the  proceedings  pa.  234,  &  to  that  of  Secretary  Kimberly's 
certifyed  Copy  page  243,  they  were  made  by  myself,  from  the  best  Copy  1  could  make  from 
the  Originals,  after  several  Essays,  they  are  similar  to  them,  but  not  near  so  good  as  the 
Originals,  I  chose  to  make  them  myself,  because  I  found  the  Clarkes  in  copying  the  proceedings 
had  not  followed  the  rule  prescribed,  aa  to  them,  nor  the  other  Indian  marks,  especially  as  to 
Uncas's,  to  make  them  as  similar  as  they  could,  For  some  are  done  at  random  without 
any  imitation. 

I  have  told  M--  Smith  one  of  the  Council  for  the  Gov  &  Company,  that  he  may  have  copys 
of  my  opinion,  for  his  Clyents,  paying  for  the  Clarkship  of  them,  that  they  may  be  left  witliout 
excuse  for  delay  at  home.  And  1  have  told  the  same  person  I  should  acquaint  vour 
Lordships  of  the  Offer  I've  made  them,  and  likewise  of  the  Declarations  of  their  intentions  of 
sending  home  the  original  Deed  40,  And  if  they  do  not  lay  it  before  your  Lordships,  then  my 
suspicions  of  their  sincerity  in  that  particular  will  prove  to  be  well  founded. 

When  M'  Lane,  M"^  Cortlandt  &  myself  had  finished  the  Examination  of  three  copys  of  the 
Book  of  the  Proceedings,  the  begining  of  March  last,  we  sent  one  of  them  by  way  of  Boston 
a  few  days  afterwards  to  be  transmitted  to  ycur  Lordships  by  the  first  Vessell  bound  thence  for 
London,  &  one  of  the  Agents  for  the  Gov'-  and  Company  had  one  delivered  him,  &  M"-  Samuel 
Mason  another  a  few  days  afterwards  ;  But  this  is  the  first  opportunity  I  have  had  of  conveying 
my  sentiments  upon  the  case,  since  I  had  finished  my  opinion  upon  the  whole. 

My  Intention  in  my  first  Draught,  was  to  set  the  matter  in  the  clearest  view  it  should  appear 
to  me  in  ;  and  to  that  purpose,  to  abstract  the  most  material  parts  of  several  of  the  Instruments 
making  notes  of  reference  to  the  pages  of  the  Book  of  proceedings  where  copys  of  the 
Instruments  are  lo  be  found,  wl^ich  naturally  drew  me  out  to  so  great  a  length,  as  upon 
reflection  I  thought  wo"  be  too  tedious  for  your  Lordships  perusal ;  And  for  that  purpose  [ 
resoiv'd  to  set  about  reducing  it  to  as  narrow  a  compass  as  possible  considering  the  multiplicity 
of  matter  to  be  observed  upon ;  And  after  all  this  did  not  answer  my  design,  but  upon  further 
consideration,  I  tho'  proper  lo  trouble  your  Lordships  with  both,  as  some  new  observations 
occurred  to  me  on  drawing  out  ihe  Z''  and  it  may  be  both  may  be  of  some  use  to  the  Council 
concerned  in  the  cause. 

My  Lords,  the  Task  has  been  very  ungrateful  as  well  a»  laborious,  but  if  my  endeavours  can 
be  thought  to  have  contributed  any  thing  towards  setting  the  case  in  its  genuine  and  proper 
Light,  so  as  Justice  may  be  done  in  it,  I  shall  esteem  my  Troul)!e  therein  sufficiently  recompensed. 
1  am 

My  Lords 

Your  Lordships 

most  obedient  &  most  hble  Serv* 

rn    m,,     „.  x^     ,,   ™.     .      ,  Dan.  Hoksmanden. 

To  Ihe  R'  Hon'''*  The  Lords  Commiss"  for  Trade  &c. 
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Governor  Clinton  to  tlie  Duhe  of  Newcastle. 

[New-Tork  Pupert.  (8.  P.  O.)  No,  »,  p.  802.1 

My  Lord 

I  Imve  tlu.  honour  of  your  Graces  letter  of  the  31«  March,  with  his  Mni'^'  Declaration  of 
war  aga.nst  the  French  King,  as  also  his  declaration  for  the  encourngenu-n        Hi^     i  s  ofwar 

remonstrated  to  them  the  hase  conduct  of  the  French  Court,  and  how  necessary   t  was  o7ui 

whlci:  ;  W  iic'loTed  "  ''""  """  P^^'^"'=^^'^  ^"^^«'°'  "«  '-"-  ^«  ^"-  — r 

Colec' icuTto  IITJ.'^!'!  °'T"°."  ''''"'"'''"  '■'■°"^  ^'^^  ^^«^*'™"  "*■  ^''^  -^lassachusets  Bay  and 
Conect  cut  to  treat  with  those  Indians,  by  my  permission,  in  behalf  of  their  Governments   to 

w,.c,Uconsented      The  Gentlemen  from  Massachusets  Bay  had  also  a  C:nHrs    n   o  ^ 
R  le  I  land?""  ""'  ''?  '^™"""  '''  ""'^  n.m>^\^ire,  and  colonies  of  Connecticut  and 

tT   F  e  ."7  ----/-  -"ding  a  proper  numher  of  forces  into  Canada  to  distress 

nil  tenements,  and  to  act  jointly  in  concert  with  them  for  His  Mai--  service 

•n  al    .espects  against  the  common  Enen.y.     To  this  I  could  give  no  other  answer  bu  tthr; 
would  recommend  it  to  the  Assembly,  when  they  mett,  and  for  my  own  prr  ,Truld  h    r       ' 

rrr  w^^s;:zr^^ '- '-' -^'  -'^'^'^  ----- -  p--- -^ 

I  »S"ilts:dV' t" '7  ^"■"-''  'r''-' ''''''''' ''-  •^^^^•"'''3^'  -'^ '"  -y  «p-ch  (which 

1  ha  e  inclosed).     \our  Grace  may  please  to  observe,  that  I  have  recommended  to  them  in  . 

wo  m.:::r"' '"  t''^  '^ '"  ^"^^^ "'  *^'^  p^^'^-'"^-  --^^  --« «^'-  things   ty 

would  make  provision  (or  my  appointing  Conmiiss"  to  treat  with  the  neighbouring  Govern"  Z 
the  necessary  purposes  before  mentioned.  ^ 

sitli,!^"  hln.hvt"'^  r'""'  '"n'''^'"  ^  ""'  *"  ^'""'  ""'^  ^•^'^•'-  «dd~to  me,  during  their 

trh    h      am-    ;r,"      "r*-'""  '""'"'-^^^  ^■^^'^^  •-^^  *"  ^'^'^^  deliberations,  and  .hat 

he  nul      k  ■"     •'  '°  ^'■"'^'  ""^'"  '"  "'>^  •"•'"•"'^'^  --^-'"tion  for  the  service  of 

he  puhhck,  notwithstanding  their   salHy   and  fortunes   are    concerned,  being   under  stro.^a 

pee.,,,.,,  daily  that  our  Frontiers  will  be  attacked  by  the  French,  who  afe  e      r    u^^^^ 

i  r  t7::^::i ":  "^ ''-'  y:'j  ^^'^^"-'^  '^'•^'^  °''  ^-  --ai  of  tour  ofiheiM^ 

snips  of  wa    U  Cape  Bretagne,  an.l  ,f  they  should  not  attempt  any  thing  this  winter  it  mt 

Trc: :  ^;  n;;i'  '"^^  .^";  *- '-  r^^^  -  -  ^--^  -  ^'^^  o*-  -f  to  ^arirr;  :::^ 

and  I  ue  r        .  ■':'"""  '"'  ""'  '"'-'"  "''"^"^'"g  ^"  ^''^"^^  ''''■''•  ^-••^'  '•«'•  ni«  Maj..v.  service, 

.^  ro  r  n  '"■  u      "■  '•■•^'^■'■"'''■""-'  -"""  -erse  to  C.-overn.  and  have  en.leavoured  to 

Hicroach  upon  His  Maj'^"  prerogative  by  the  nomination  of  oHicers  inserted  in  their  mony 
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Bills  for  support  of  Govern',  which  the  Council  have  not  power  to  alter,  and  it  was  with  a  good 
deal  of  difficulty  before  they  were  prevailed  upon  to  give  up  that  point.— 

Whatever  may  flow  from  the  Assembly's  want  of  attention  to  the  business  of  consequence 
at  this  conjuncture,  must  be  justly  imputed  to  them,  being  satisfied,  that  I  have  taken  every 
method  to  incourage  this  province  in  their  Loyalty  to  His  Majesty,  and  not  only  to  provide  for 
the  safety  of  His  Dominions  in  these  parts,  but  also  to  distress  and  auoy  the  French  in  their 
settlements,  Trade  and  commerce  pursuant  to  your  Grace's  directions  — 

The  Officers  of  the  Customs  belonging  to  this  port,  have  made  application  to  the  Judge  of 
the  Admiralty  for  his  assistance  in  the  recovering  of  duty's,  claimed  upon  prizes  that  have  or 
should  be  brought  in  here  by  His  Maj'^'  ships  of  war  or  privateers,  to  which  he  answer'.!,  that 
he  conceived  none  were  due,  and  upon  a  hearing  by  Council,  Judgment  was  given  in  favour  of 
the  subject. 

Commodore  Warren  was  the  first  who  brought  in  a  French  prize,  since  the  commencement 
ot  the  war,  he  refused  to  pay  any  duty  for  the  same,  and  says  the  like  was  not  demanded  in 
the  West  Indies  where  he  has  sent  many  prizes. 

The  Merchants  of  this  City  has  been  extreamly  active  in  fitting  out  privateers,  at  a  very 

great  expence,  and  have  brought  in  several  prizes  consisting  chiefly  of  sugars,  which  from  the 

nature  of  the  duty  claimed,  would  anticipate  most  of  their  gains. -I  must  therefore  beg  leave 

to  move  Your  Grace,  that  you'll  be  pleased  to  interpose  (in  behalf  of  this  city)  with  the 

Commiss"  of  the  Customs  to  drop  their  pretentions  to  said  datys  which  will  greatiy  incourage 

Hi8Maj'>»  subjects,  to  annoy  the  Enemy— lam  with  the  highest  esteem  My  Lord  — Your 

Grace's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant — 

New  York  /„;„„„j\         r^    r^ 

„,h,^      ,  (signed)         G.Clinton. 

9'^  October  1744. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  ettc  etfc  ettc 


Governor  Ch'nfon  to  the   Louis  of  Trade. 

[New- York  Bundip,  Og.,  p.  Ins.] 

My  Lords 

I  have  had  tiie  honour  of  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastles  letter  of  31  March,  with  His 
Majesty's  Declaration  of  War  against  the  French  King,  as  also  His  Declaration  for  the 
encouragement  of  His  Mnjesfy's  ships  of  War  &  Privateers,  together  with  a  Copy  of  the  French 
Kmg's  Declaration,  which  overtook  me  at  Sonpns  in  my  way  to  Albany,  where  I  proclaimed 
His  Majesty's  Declarations  at  the  head  of  a  Militia  Ilegiment  I  was  then  reviewing  and  upon 
my  arrival  at  Albany,  I  made  the  like  Proclamation,  as  also  in  the  Fort  &  Town  Hall  of  this 
City,  and  caused  the  same  to  be  done  in  the  respective  Towns  &  Countys  of  this  Province. 

I  am  now  to  acquaint  your  LorrUhips.  that  I  have  had  an  Interview  with  tlio  five  Nations 
of  Indians,  and  have  renewed  a  Treaty  of  Peace  an.)  Alliance  with  them  j  and  in  my  speech  I 
remonstrated  to  them  the  base  conduct  of  the  French  Court,  and  how  necessary  it  was  on 
their  parts  to  guard  against  the  false  insinuations  and  designs  of  that  Crown ;  and  strongly 
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encouraged  them  to  be  faithfull  and  steady  in  our  cause,  with  assurances  to  protect  them 
against  the  assaults  of  their  Enemys,  and  shall  refer  your  Lordepa  more  particularly  thereto, 
as  also  to  their  answer  which  I  have  inclosed. 

There  mett  me,  upon  this  occasion.  Commissioners  from  the  Governments  of  the  Massachusets 
Bay  &  Connecticut  to  treat  with  those  Indians,  by  my  permission,  in  behalf  of  their 
Governments,  to  which  I  consented.  The  Gentlemen  from  Massachusets  Bay  had  also  a 
commission  to  treat  with  me  in  conjunction  with  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire  &  Colonys 
of  Connecticut  &  Rhode  Island,  upon  measures  of  sending  a  proper  number  of  Forces  into 
Canada,  to  distress  the  French  in  their  settlements;  and  to  act  jointly  in  concert  with  them 
for  His  Majesty's  service  in  ail  respects  against  the  Common  Enemy.  To  this  I  cou'd  give  no 
otner  answer;  but  that  I  wou'd  recommend  it  to  the  Assembly,  when  they  mett ;  and  for  my 
own  part  I  shou'd  be  ready  to  contribute  every  thing  in  my  power  for  that  end;  which 
Commissions  and  Proposals  I  have  inclosed  for  your  Lordships  perusal. 

Soon  after  my  return  from  Albany,  I  called  together  the  Assembly,  and  in  my  Speech  (which 
1  have  inclosed)  your  Lordships  may  observe  that  I  have  recommended  to  them,  in  a  particular 
manner  to  provide  for  the  safety  of  this  Province,  and  among  other  things,  that  they  wou'd 
make  provision  for  my  appointing  Commissioners  to  treat  with  the  neighbouring  Governments 
for  the  necessary  purposes  before  mentioned. 

I  have  also  inclosed  the  Votes  &  Proceedings  during  their  sitting,  whereby  your  Lordships 
will  see  how  backward  they  are  in  their  deliberations,  and  that  it  is  with  the  utmost  difficulty 
to  bring  them  to  any  tolerable  resolution  for  the  service  of  the  Public,  notwithstanding  their 
safety  &  fortunes  are  concerned,  being  daily  under  strong  apprehensions,  that  our  Frontiers 
will  be  attacked  by  the  French,  who  are  equally  bu^iy  in  their  designs  ag'  us  by  sea ;  having 
accounts  lately  of  the  arrival  of  four  of  their  large  ships  of  War  at  Cape  Britain  ;  and  if  they 
shou'd  not  attempt  any  thing  this  winter,  it  may  be  reasonably  thought,  they  will  in  the  Spring, 
as  we  have  no  Men  of  War  to  guard  our  coasts. 

The  Council  on  this  occasion  has  not  been  wanting  to  shew  their  zeal  for  His  Majesty's 
service,  and  have  readily  concurred  with  me  in  every  step  to  induce  the  Assembly  to  the  like 
conduct,  who  from  the  nature  of  their  proceedings,  seem  averse  to  Government,  and  have 
endeavour'd  to  encroach  upon  his  Majesty's  Prerogative  by  the  nomination  of  Officers  inserted  in 
their  mony  bill  for  support  of  Government,  which  the  Council  have  not  power  to  alter;  aud  it 
was  with  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  before  they  were  prevailed  upon  to  give  up  that  point. 

Whatever  may  flow  from  the  Assembly's  want  of  attention  to  the  business  of  Consequence 
at  this  conjuncture,  must  be  justly  imputed  to  them,  being  satisfied  that  I  have  taken  every 
method  to  encourage  this  Province,  in  th -ir  loyalty  to  His  Majesty;  and  not  only  to  provide 
for  the  safety  of  His  Dominions  in  these  parts;  but  also  to  distress  the  French  in  their 
settlements,  trade  and  commerce,  pursuant  to  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle's  Directions. 
I  am  also  to  acquaint  your  Lordships  that  since  I  had  the  honour  of  writing  to  you,  there 
has  happened  u  vacancy  in  the  Council  by  the  death  of  M'  Lane;  and  as  I  believe  (for  the 
reasons  I  have  given  of  M'  Clarke's  refusing  to  be  a  Member)  M'  llensalaer  is  appointed  in  his 
room.  I  must  desire  that  M'  Stephen  Bayard  (a  Gentleman  of  like  probity  and  fortune  with 
those  i  have  recommended  to  your  Lordships)  may  he  appointed  in  the  room  of  M''  Lane.  It 
is  n  matter  new  to  me,  wliy  my  llciommetidation  shou'd  be  postponed  in  favour  of  M' 
Ueusaluer,  and  that  M'  Clarke  shou'd  be  considered  by  you,  as  if  1  had  not  represented  his 
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conduct  in  a  just  light.     1  am  conscious  I  have  shewed  him  all  the  respect  due  to  him,  and  it 
is  no  addition  to  his  character  not  to  continue  in  Council  upon  my  coming  hither. 

The  Olficers  of  the  Customs,  belonging  lo  this  Port  have  made  application  to  the  Judge  of 
the  Admiralty  for  his  assistance  in  the  recovering  of  Dutys  claimed  upon  prizes,  that  have  or 
sho'd  be  bro'  in  here  by  His  Majesty's  ships  of  War  or  Privateers,  to  which  he  answered,  that 
he  conceived  none  were  due,  and  upon  a  hearing  by  Council,  Judgement  was  given  in  favour 
of  the  Subject. 

Commodore  Warren  was  the  first  who  brought  in  a  French  Prize  since  the  commencement 
of  the  War,  he  refused  to  pay  any  Dutys  for  the  same,  and  says  the  like  was  not  demanded 
in  the  West  Indies,  where  he  has  sent  many  prizes. 

The  Merchants  of  this  City  has  been  extreamly  alert  in  fitting  out  Privateers,  at  a  very  great 
expence,  and  have  brought  in  several  prizes,  consisting  chiefly  of  sugars,  which,  from  the  nature 
of  the  Duty  claimed,  wou'd  anticipate  most  of  their  gains. 

I  must  therefore  beg  leave  to  move  your  Lordships  to  interpose  (in  behalf  of  this  City)  with 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Customs  to  drop  their  pretensions  to  said  Dutys,  which  will  greatly 
encourage  His  Majesty's  subjects  to  annoy  the  Enemy.    I  am  with  great  respect 

My  Lords 

Ycur  Lordships  most  Obedient 

New  York  and  most  humble  servant 

9"-  October  1744  G.  Clinton 

P.  S. 

Not  having  time  now  to  send  your  Lordships  the  Acts  &  Minutes  of  Council  I  shall  inclose 
them  by  another  ship  that  sails  in  a  fortnight. 

The  R'  Hon"-'"  tiie  Lords  of  Trade  &  Plantations 


Conference  letween  Governor  Clinton  and  the  Indians. 

[  New-York  Bundle,  Gg.,  p.  109,  un.  ] 

[  Propositions  made  to  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians.  Viz'  the  Mohawks,  Oneydes, 
Oiiondagas  Tuskaroroes  Cayeuges  and  Sennekes  By  His  Excellency  the 
Hon'''''  George  Clinton,  Capt"  General  a>id  (iovernour  in  chief  of  the 
Province  of  New  York  at  the  City  Hall  in  Albany  the  IS"'  June  1744. 

PuESENT — I'hillip  T  ivingston 

James  De  Lancey 

Daniel  Horsmanden 

Joseph  Murray 

The  Commissioners  of  Indian  Ad'airs  &cn.] 
Brethren, 

This  Interviev,r  gives  me  the  greatest  pleasure  as  I  am  persuaded  we  meet  with  equal 
sincerity,  in  order  to  renew,  strengthen  and  brighten  the  Covenant  Chain,  (hat  has  so  long 
tyed  you  and  tiie  subjects  of  ilis  Majesty  the  Great  King  of  Great  Britain,  your  Father  and  my 


Esqrs  of  his  Majesties  Council. 
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[  A  Belt.] 

courage  &  vigour  of  our  Gre't  kL  th      A   ^^^^^^  ^'   '"u'^ '^    ^^  ''"^   ^''•'^"'^'^'   ^"^^   ^^y  th« 
into  their  own  country  '  ""'^  "^'^^  *''*^"P^'*  destruction  lied 

you  not  been  on  your  journey  so  near  to  this  place.  1  "  '■  -  you  ot  this,  had 

:r,::^sr.;:"  r- "'-"  --  ™- » •"•  ---  --  •-  •» "- :  u,rc::::;::r 

Connecioul  who  ,1  com/      ,  ,   :  l7     e,,le    .h    r'"      "'".f"'''  "'"'  ""  ^"'""^  "' 
hav.  give,,  „,e  „„„r„H»,  .ha.  Zy  „  |  u     etuh  „      n„7v°°"'       ""''  °"  ""■"  """'  "'"' 

your  power  assist  His  Majestv's  suIhhL  .;','". ''*""^ '    ^  «'M'fet  you  will  to  the  utmost  of 
Frend,  King,  and  his  .'l!^  „     ^l    1    .?:,:'r:,:  V'T"""",  "'  ""^  ^'^  ^'"^  '^S'  the 

the  san.e.  hoth  oflencivei^  &  dele.llllv^^t  :^r        ''^Sri;':  h";'  ""'  ^°"'.^'^"  "^  '" 
becomes  the  faithful!  and  dutifull  children  of  ougrea'tKin;      To  """/''  "  "  "^"' 

me  a  plain  and  satisfactory  answer.  *' "  '  ^  •'"P""'  ^^^  ^"'  g've 

[A  Belt.] 

your  country,  and  sold  to  you  at  your  own  doors  at  n  od  r  tV  V      ^^  "H  "ecessarys  brought  to 

J  J        own  uo(  rs  at  moderate  &  reasonable  rates  ;  Whereas  the 


■nt' 
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French  considering  their  own  private  interest  only,  enhance  the  price  of  their  commodities, 
and  sell  them  dear,  which  you  have  liliewise  long  experienced ;  and  they  wou'd  be  still  dearer 
if  you  shou'd  loose  the  benefit  of  that  place.  I  acquaint  you  that  I  have  sent  six  pieces  of 
Canon  up  to  the  defence  of  Oswego,  and  a  reinforcement  of  soldiers,  with  a  supply  of  arms, 
powder  &  ball,  and  I  expect  as  the  Place  is  of  such  importance  to  you,  as  well,  as  to  His 
Majesty's  Subjects,  in  your  protection,  &  preservation  that  you  will  readily  and  willingly  at  all 
times  with  the  utmost  cheerfullness  and  vigour,  defend  the  same  from  all  efforts  &  attacks 
which  may  be  made  by  the  French,  for  by  the  neglect  of  that  Place  of  security,  you  may 
enslave  yourselves,  and  put  on  shakles,  which  neither  you  nor  your  posterity  may  be  ever  able 
to  shake  off";  whereas  you  are  now  a  free  &  happy  people  enjoying  the  inestimable  benefit  of 
liberty  under  the  protection  of  the  best  of  Kings  &  Fathers,  who  has  the  welfare  of  his 
subjects  &  children  most  warmly  at  heart;  His  Majesty  is  a  strenuous  asserter  of  the  material 
rights  and  freedom  of  Mankind  in  General ;  and  in  maintenance  of  the  Common  Cause  and 
the  defence  of  the  Libertys  of  Europe,  hazarded  his  invaluable  life  in  the  attack,  and  defeat 

of  the  Fran^^h  Army  the  last  summer. 

[A  Belt.] 

The  Sennecas  &  Cayougas  promised  at  their  last  [general]  meeting  at  this  place  to  remove 
their  Castles,  and  reside  together  as  formerly  your  Ancestors  did;  which  (if  you  have  not 
already  done)  I  hope  you  will  comply  with  as  soon  as  possible,  for  it  is  the  more  necessary  at 
this  time  of  War:  Settling  together  in  a  body  will  greatly  add  to  your  strength,  and  heighten 
your  reputation  ;  by  rendring  you  more  formidable,  whereas  a  scattered  and  divided  people 
abate  of  their  strength,  and  the  easier  become  a  prey  to  their  Enemys. 

[A  Belt.] 

You  likewise  promised  at  the  last  Interview  not  to  suffer  the  French  to  reside  amongst  you 
and  I  hope  &  am  fully  persuaded,  you  will  strictly  observe  these,  and  all  other  your 
engagements,  by  Treatys,  so  frequently  and  solemnly  renewed,  ratify'd  &  confirm'd  as  we  are 
now  in  actual  war  with  the  French  and  that  you  will  not  suffer  them  to  settle  on  any  part  of 
your  lands  which  may  give  them  such  a  footing  in  your  Country,  as  in  time  ratiy  endanger 
the  whole. 

You  well  know  their  aims,  in  their  attempts  to  draw  you  off  from  the  obedience  &  fidelity 
you  owe  to  your  P'ather,  &  Defender  the  Great  King  of  Great  Britain,  is  your  destruction ; 
wherefore  as  you  tender  your  own  preservjition  and  security,  [  trust  that  if  any  of  them  shou'd 
come  amongst  you  for  the  future.  You  will  immediately  banish  them,  or  deliver  them  to  my 

officer  at  Oswego. 

[A  Belt.] 


Answer  made  by  the  Sachims  of  the  Six  Nations,  viz'  The  Mohawks,  Oneydeg, 
Onondages,  Tuskawres,  Cayouges  &  Sennekes  to  His  Excellency  the  Hon'''" 
George  Clinton  Gov'  &  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Provini,e  of  New  York 
fcc"  at  the  City  of  Albany  20"'  day  of  June  1744. 

[PnESEXT — His  Excell''''  the  Hon'"'"  Geo  Clinton 
Philip  Livingston        ] 

Daniel  Horsmanden     >■  P^sqrs  of  his  Maties  Council 
Joseph  Murray  ) 

The  CommiHsoners  of  Indian  affuirs  Mi<yor  &  Alderm"  &c.] 


'^^, 
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Brother  Corlaer  &  Queder 

You  told  us  that  you  was  very  glad   to  spp  no  Jioro  ♦«  ,„  j 

Coveuant  Chain  made  between  our  ForeLhers    and    ht  vT  T     «"-«"g"^«"  «'«  Ancient 
Father  your   Master    the   Great   KinVT  ,  ^  "  ''"'^  ^'^P''^''  °''^«'-«  f™""  «"•• 

accordingiydoneonyourpart      We   heSixTr  "^,^^""^"7   ^^^   --•  -^ich  you  have 
.  and  brighten  the  sanfe  Cov'e     nt  S^.  n   w    eh  we  wi,  ^e^rs   "  7  °"  'T  ^^'"^^^-g^*^- 
will  preserve  it  so  strong.  &  so  bright  tha      Til      Ik  ^     l"'  '""^  "'  "'"  ^""  ^"'^"'•^^  ^« 
With  any  of  his  wiles  an'd  atts  to  hfeaR  or  dirty  ^litnl:.  '"  '''  ''^''  ''  '''  ^^^"  ''"''''' 

Gave  a  Belt  of  Wampum. 
Brother 

kill'd  some,  some  were  drowned  in  i  Ifiv^r  n..  i  tu  "-'"g  aeteated  the  French  Army, 

proclaimed  war  against  fur  F?trr  HP  ^t  ^'^^"^''^  then  not  yet  contented  but 
andthat  it  has  a.^rd:^:!: -r^^XfT^X^'"^  ^'^  ^"^  "^  ^^^  -- 
We  the  S.X  Nations  have  well  understood  what  you  have  said  concerning  the  war  W...  . 
answer  to  every  particular,  but  do  promise  that  we  will  keep  all  our  pefe.t  home  l.Th" 
expect  orders  from  our  Brother,  and  we  will  be  upon  our  Guard  to  watch  the  Fnel  H  ' 
answer  our  brother  in  Gnnpr-.l  tt,nf  ..        -n  j    •      ,,    .      """"'  ^"  vvaitn  tne  fcnemy,  and  we 

defined  „„  .Ur^l  teg"!  '"  °"  """'"  '""""«  '"  '"''  *""  "'  ^'"'  "»'« 

this  Belt 
Bret;.,  en' 

We  just  now  told  you.  That  we  wou'd  do  as  you  desired  us-   We  do  v.t  „,„II 

gave  a  Belt. 
Brother 

goods  may  be  again  at  the  same  rate  as  the  firl;  Z^Z'  "'  '""  "'"''"  ""* 


IV 


'-;     ii 


_[!}  I'l 
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The  Commanding  Officer  who  is  now  at  Oswego,  we  desire  of  our  Brother  that  he  may  stay 
there,  We  like  him  better  than  any  other. 

We  are  thankful!  that  you  have  sent  Cannon  to  Oswego  to  defend  that  place  ag'  the  Enemy. 

Brother 

It  has  always  been  customary  to  recommend  to  us  to  keep  up  a  Correspondence  with  the 
far  Nations,  which  has  at  this  time  not  been  done,  however  we  will  do  all  we  can  to  keep 
friendship  with  those  Nations,  who  are  united  with  us,  and  then  we  can  overcome  any 
Enemy  whatever. 

Gave  a  Belt 

Brother 

You  remind  us  of  the  promise  the  Cayouges  and  the  Sennekes  made  two  years  ago,  to 
remove  their  Castles  &  to  settle  in  a  body,  and  you  told  us  how  necessary  this  is,  especially  at 
this  time  of  War,  of  which  we  are  convinced.  We  do  now  acquaint  you  that  we  are  busy  to 
do  as  was  promis'd,  and  theOneydes  also  promise  to  gather  together  their  people  and  to  settle 
in  a  Body. 

Gave  half  a  Belt. 

Brother 

You  also  desired  that  we  shou'd  not  suffer  any  French  to  reside  amongst  us,  and  that  if  any 
came  into  our  Country,  we  shou'd  either  banish  them  or  deliver  them  to  the  Officer  at  Oswego, 
We  have  just  now  told  you  that  we  are  inclin'd  to  Peace,  &  will  expect  the  attacks  of  the 
Enemy,  and  shou'd  we  now  take  hold  of  any  French  that  come  among  us.  We  shou'd  be  the 
Aggressors ;  Wherefore  we  leave  it  to  you  to  do  with  the  French  that  may  come  into  our 
Country  as  you  shall  think  proper 

Gave  half  a  Belt. 


His  Excys  Reply  to  the  foregoing  Answer 

Brethren 

As  to  the  Trade  of  Oswego,  you  may  be  assured,  I  will  do  the  utmost  in  my  power  that 
Goods  shall  be  sold  you,  at  the  cheapest  &  most  reasonable  rates  at  all  times. 

I  well  approve  of  your  keeping  up  a  good  Understanding  &  Correspondence  with  the  far 
Nations,  and  am  pleased  at  the  manner  of  your  mentioning  it,  they  being  linkt  with  you,  will 
become  an  accession  of  considerable  strength,  which  will  make  you  still  more  formidable. 

As  you  intend  to  speak,  or  correspond  with  those  far  Nations,  I  slmll  order  you  a  Belt  of 
Wampum  to  deliver  in  my  name,  in  order  to  renew,  &  confirm  the  alliance  between  us, 
&  them 

SO'"  June  1744. 


Note.  —  Tlie  words  »nd  pawBges  within  brackvU  in  the  precediujj  document  are  added  from  tho  Rooord  in  Am -For* 
Council  Minulet,  XIX.,  '.i63-'261.  —  Ed. 
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Proposals  of  the  Commissioners  of  Massackuseils. 

[  New- York  Bundle,  Qg.,  p.  118.  J 

rp„  Tj.    f      II  .     „  Albany  SO""  June  1744 

i' nJm  «!"T     t    :.  °''°'^'  ^''"'""'  ^°'"  -f  "'"  'f"*-  T»  the  Ho„»  Roger  Wa.lco.t 

war  against  the  French,  and  such  as  are  or  may  be  their  Abettors  and  /adherents  and  for 
annoyng  the  Common  Enemy  in  such  manner  as  may  be  thought  most  proper 

Whereas  the  Conference  with  the  said  Indian  Tribes  which  has  hitherto  taken  up  our  time 
IS  now  in  a  manner  over.     We  the  said  Commissioners  for  the  Province  of  271  T' 

n':^':gr^d"^"^^ ''-'' '''-"'-'  '^ '-'-'  ^-p-«  -  your^zr:d°rno:r:r  r 

First.  That  in  case  an  Invasion  shou'd  be  made  by  sea  or  land  on  either  of  the  said 
G  ernments.  by  the  French  or  Indians  in  present  War.  the  other  two  shall  hold  them  evs 
obl.ged  to  send  succour  to  their  relief,  in  such  number  &  manner  as  may  be  reaso.nbt  & 
necessary,  and  as  we  shall  now  agree  on.  ^        reasonable  & 

2^'^  That  a  proportion  of  Men  (to  be  armed,  subsisted  and  paid  by  the  Governments  that 
send  them  respectively)  be  agreed  on.  to  scout  and  Scour  the  Woods  in'case  of  an  IndirVV t 

bv  th    r     ^"'  °?  '""'*'''  "."'"^"  ^  P"P°"'''"  °^g°°'^  -"'«'"S  vessells  well  arm'd  &  mand 
by  the  Governments  respectively  to  guard  our  Sea  Coasts 

apjll:;^::;  t  :tr"^ ""'''-'' '-  --  ™"^-'  '"^™--  -  --  ^f  any 

in  ^e'J:;::;':  t:\lT::  "  ''-  '-^^  ^'^^"^'  ""----  or...or..,.,.  mdlan  Enemy 
6-.  To  stipulate  that  no  Peace  be  made  with  the  said  Indians  or  any  Tribe  of  them,  waring 

w.t    .hese  or  e.ther  of  these  Governments  without  the  privity  &  consent  of  the  whol"  ' 

7       ro  consider  the  necessity  or  expediency  of  carrying  the  French  War  into  their  own 

of  c!n.^H  r"f 'r  "'T''V'  ■"'"  "''  ^'  '""P^^  '"  ^"•"^  «"'^'^^'«  •"»"»-  to  desire  the  Gov' 
of  Canada  to  forbear  the.r  former  practice  of  sending  Scout,  of  French  or  Indians  in  snn  I 
partys,  on  our  frontiers  to  knock  our  Women  ^children  in  the  head,  and  propose  tZ  ' 

on  he  war  .n  a  manner  more  suitable  to  the  usage  of  civilised  nations,  an.  ta  let  hi  k  "w 
that  unless  he  conforms  hereto,  he  will  necessitate  us  to  take  the  same  methods  with  his  peopil 

John  Stoddakd 

Jacou  Wendell 

Tiio'  Berrv  [.Commissioners. 

John  Choatb 
Tno'  Hutchinson 
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Governor  Clinton  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 

[  New- York  Papen.  (8.  P.  0. )  No.  9,  p.  2U.  ] 

My  Lord. 

M'  Clark  the  Lieut«  Governour  lately  shower!  me  two  printed  scheimes  which  he  said  were 
sent  him  from  England  ;  the  one  is: 

Proposals  for  establishing  by  act  of  Parliament  dutys  upon  stamp  papers  and  parchment  in 
all  the  British  and  American  Colonys. 

The  other— Some  remarks  on  the  most  rational  and  effectual  means  that  can  be  used  in  the 
present  conjunction  for  the  future  security  and  preservation  of  the  Trade  of  Great  Britain  by 
protecting  and  advancing  her  settlements  on  the  North  continent  of  America. 

As  I  presume  those  scheemes  are  handed  about  in  order  to  be  passed  into  a  Law  by  the 
Legislature,  ]  make  no  doubt  but  that  Your  Grace  has  seen  them 

I  must  beg  leave  to  make  a  short  observation  upon  them.  The  People  in  North  America 
are  quite  strangers  to  any  duty,  but  such  as  they  raise  themselves,  and  was  such  a  scheim  to 
take  place  without  their  knowledge  it  might  prove  a  dangerous  consequence  to  His 
Majesty's  interest  — 

The  other  is  calculated  to  appoint  a  General  Officer  to  preside  over  the  respective 
Governments  upon  the  Continent,  who  is  to  have  entirely  the  disposition  of  the  Troops  that 
might  be  raised  by  those  dutys,  which  consequently  must  anticipate  any  power  given  to  Capt" 
Gen"  or  Command'  in  chief  by  virtue  of  his  Commission  under  the  broad  seal  and  by  that 
every  Governour  expects  to  command  in  chief;  but  by  words  of  this  scheem  he  can  be  no  more 
than  a  Sypher  in  his  Gov"'  if  the  command  of  the  Troops  is  given  up  to  another,  and  with 
submission  to  Your  Grace  no  Capl"  General  can  ever  dispense  with  such  a  superiority. 

As  I  am  apt  to  think  M'  Clark  is  concerned  in  these  scheems  in  order  to  obtain  the 
appointment  of  the  Commissioner  for  Stamps  in  America  as  well  as  the  inferior  Officers  under 
him  (which  no  Govern--  will  willingly  come  into)  and  as  he  is  now  out  of  power,  he  may  be 
(if  he  obtains  his  own  ends)  regardless  what  factions  such  scheims  may  occasion;  but  as  it  is 
incumbant  on  me  to  preserve  the  peace  and  tranquility  as  well  as  the  faithfull  allegiance  of 
His  Majv  subjects  within  my  Govern',  I  must  beg  leave  to  move  your  Grace  that  those  Scheims 
be  first  referred  to  the  respective  Governours  and  their  Councill  to  be  duly  considered  and 
reported  before  they  take  place. 

I  can  justly  say  that  no  Governour  before  me  has  taken  more  pains  then  myself  to  work  up  a 
stubborn  set  of  people  who  are  of  the  Assembly,  to  a  spirit  of  loyalty  and  a  hearty  zeale  for 
His  Maj'y*  service  abstracted  from  any  interested  views  of  my  own,  and  had  1  not  taken  singular 
pains  to  move  them  to  send  a  reinforcement  of  the  Militia  to  Oswego  which  I  had  before 
doubled  Garrison  with  His  Maj'>'  Troops;  that  important  fortress  must  have  been  before  now 
in  the  possession  of  the  French— These  reinforcements  gave  a  fresh  spirit  to  the  Indians,  and 
upon  the  Gover'  of  Canada  sending  to  them  he  designed  taking  that  place  this  fall,  they  boldly 
told  him  they  would  take  up  the  Hatchett  in  defence  of  it  upon  which  he  has  drop't  any 
thoughts  of  attacking  it  this  winter. 


';*mfmr-' 
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I  shall  in  a  more  fuller  manner  acnimint  Your  rVa„o  v.    .- 

observations  of  the  nature  of  the  Cou  t'y  J  You^G nce's    "  T  """"''""''^  "'^'^  «"•"« 
greatest  respect  ^  "'  ^'"""^ '  considerations  and  am  with  the 

Ni\trxlri,rr„T4'""'* "" """  °''"""  --"'  (»^8°«-)-  0-  c..».o» 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 


■^ ■■  »  ■■  » 


of 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 

[  N.w-York  P.pen.  ( 8.  P.  0. )  No.  9,  p.  213.] 

^^y  Lord.  13.  Decemb'  1744. 

that  publick  notice  be  given  T  1 1  pa  L  ulrTv  ?  '"'  ''"  °"^  "''  '^'^  ^P"'  '^-'""S 
of  Spanish  prizes  taken  betwee  h  lO-"  Juv  ^'3^  "f;""^''  ^l'^  ^«^"'«  ''-  '^'^  ^^Pt"- 
their  accounts  and  ballance  to  the  Commisln  .T  ^''°'''''  '■""°^^'"g  '°  ^^^"«>"it 

I  have  accordingly  done.  Commissioner  appomted  for  the  distribution  thereof,  which 

I  had  also  by  the  same  packit  His  Maj'^'  orders  si^nifvp^  K, 
enjoyn  all  Capt-  of  ships  to  whom  I  may  .rant  letters  of       ^  ^""  ^/"'^  ''"P^^^^'^S  ^^  to 
men  of  War  against  theKinL^  of  Spain  2d  r  V     ?J^^    ™"'"''"'  "^  Commissions  for  private 
upon   pretence   of  their   having  on    bo",   s      T    ^7  '''  '"  "'^'^  P^'^«  of  Dutch  Ships 
-ntrary  to  the  intention  oft  e^reinivT^^^^^^  ,f'''"   ^'^^"^"^   -"'-^-^ 

Captains  to  obey,  that  may  have  Co^::^;:'^:'^^::^:-''  ""''"''  ^"'^  ^"^«^" 
I  am  with  the  greatest  regard 
My  Lord. 

Your  Graces  mo3t  obedient  and 

most  humble  servant 
(signed).         C  Clinton. 


con 
all 


His  Grace  Duke  of  Newcastle.-— 


i< 


*■»»«■» 


Count  Zinzenclorff  to  the  Urds  of  Trade. 

[  PUnUtlon.  General  P»p«n,  Vol.  Xm.,  n.  76.  ] 

To  ,l,e  Rigl,.  Honourable  The  Urt,  Co„™,..io„e,.  of  Trade  and  PlantaUon.. 
My  Lords. 
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Colonies  arisen  an  evil  Custom  of  disturbing  and  burdening  honest  Men  of  all  Sorts,  who  have 
settled  themselves  in  those  Colonies  hoping  to  enjoy  an  unrestrained  Freedom  of  Religion  & 
in  civil  matters  such  an  honourable  liberty  as  is  no  way  prejudicial  to  the  honor  of  the  Crown. 
I  do  not  think  it  needfull  to  mention  here  the  great  multitude  of  Instances  of  injurious  treatment 
w'""  are  personally  known  to  me,  since  my  present  Intention  is  not  to  accuse  any  body  but  only 
to  lay  before  Your  Excellencies  the  Lords  at  the  head  of  the  British  World  in  the  West  Indies 
the  intrinsick  State  of  Matters,  as  Your  Lordships  are  able  with  one  stroke  of  the  pen  to 
prevent  so  many  thousand  future  Inconveniences,  that  an  honest  and  benevolent  Man  on  that 
account  willingly  forgets  the  smart  of  a  multitude  of  Injuries  already  endured. 

I  petition  for  two  Declarations  or  Orders; 

The  one  to  keep  honest  people  as  well  strangers  in,  at>  inhabitants  of,  America  from  being 
chicaned  with  and  plagued  without  the  least  reason  &  as  it  were  only  de  gayeto  de  Cceur. 

The  Second  that  in  the  aforesaid  Colonies  no  body  but  least  of  all  the  Indians  shall  be 
hindered  from  joyning  with  any  Protestant  Church  whatsoever  w"^''  in  his  ideas  is  the  most 
solid,  according  to  the  measures  taken  for  encouraging  Foreigners  to  settle  in  the  British 
Colonies  in  America. 

Your  Lordships  have  so  much  wisdom  that  I  think  it  not  proper'  previously  to  trouble  you 
with  Arguments;  But  if  for  other  people's  sake  (whose  understanding  &  inclination  is  not  in 
so  good  a  Disposition  as  your  Lordships')  you  sh''  desire  that  those  points  about  w'""  I  have 
petitioned  sli''  be  confirmed  by  same  Proofs,  I  wait  Your  Lordships'  order  &  am,  My  Lords, 

Your  Lordships'  most  humble 

Maienborr  &  obedient  Servant 

31  Dec.  44  Zinzendoiiff. 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  New- York  Bundle,  Og.,  p.  187.  ] 

My  Lords 

Since  I  have  had  the  honour  to  reside  in  this  Government,  I  have  been  favoured  only  with 
one  letter  from  your  Lordships  of  the  S?""  of  January  last,  acknowledging  the  Receipt  of  mine 
of  2  Ocf  18  Nov'  &  9  Dec'  1743. 

Since  which,  I  have  wrote  to  your  Lordships  the  U""  May  last,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of 
that  letter,  and  express'd  my  thanks  for  your  recommending  three  of  the  Council,  [  had  named 
to  your  Lordsps  and  therewith  inclosed  the  Minute  of  Council  of  M'  Clarkes  refusing  to  be  a 
Member  thereof,  in  order  to  remove  your  suspension  of  recommending  M'  Renselaer  to 
succeed  him. 

I  also  wrote  to  your  Lordships  5  June  following,  &  therein  inclosed  a  duplicate  of  my  last, 
as  also  my  Speech  to  the  Assembly  of  17  April,  together  with  the  Council  &  their  Addresses, 
and  sundry  Messages  I  sent  to  them,  to  make  an  ample  &  immediate  provision  for  the  safety  of 
the  Province  &  a  speedy  Reparation  of  their  Fortifications,  upon  the  Intimations  I  receiv'd 
of  Wai-  being  declared  by  France.  By  the  same  opportunity  were  sent  the  Votes  of  their 
Proceedings,  the  Minutes  of  Council  ( wherein  M'  Clarke  resigned  his  place  of  Councillor  ia 
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Fiv8  Nation  of  r„di.„T  '  *"'°"'  ""  ■'»'  °""'  '»  """«  ""  '"""'i'-  with  the 

To  these  two  last  letters  I  have  rPOfivaA  n^  „„ 

Lordships,  that  your  Reco.„,eIr  o7the  C  SrH^  ^e^^^"  '''f'^'  ''  ^^  '^  ^°- 
from  the  Board  that  the  measures  taken  in  ^ '^"""""°'^«  "''«  »>««"  "PProved.  nor  any  intimation 
with  His  Majesty  s  service  ^  Government  are  agreeable,  &  thought  consistent 

aLJX'^  ;^^,r:^:;:;:^^^'^^  ''•  "^r- '-''  ^  '-^'-^  -^^  «p-»^  ^o  .he 

Indians,  and  what  wa's  1  ^cted  Z  SZ  '""  ^'^  "^  "^^^'"^  ^'^^  ^ '^  '^"^-^  «' 
Duplicate  of  that  letter,  with  what  reZs  thteto         '  ""'  '  '"""''  ''"'  ^""^  ^°^^«^'>  « 

opjiXx.::/;:r:;::;^^^^^^^  — «»-  -  your  hands. «, 

thereto,  it  gives  me  room  to  fear  thrv  arl  ZT^  1  ^  ''''''"'^'  ^'^^^"'  ""y  «"«^«r8 
Lordships  expectations  in  my  Peirs^,^^^^^^^^^^^  ''-^  not  fully  answer'd  your 

I  was  not  a  little  surprizecf  to  fmd  S  RutherfoH      "  ^7-  ""  "''  '"*""'°"'' 
the  Council,  which  has  anticipated  mvreclm  1    r.   ^  ''""      '  '"■■■''"'  '"''^  "PP'^'"'^'^  °"«  "^ 
this  Province.     M'  Ilutherfo  S  i    bu^^  recommendat.on  to  you  of  a  very  worthy  Gentleman  of 

alarm'd  the  People.  pmlt.U^yT^^^^^^^^^^ 

I'referment.  as  Vacancies  happen,  and  I  w  !h  mXZ'', "'"'  '"  ''  P"""^*^'  ''^  '""' 
occasion,  being  apprehensive  t  will  ./  T  ^'' ^^T'^y^  "''^""'^  '"'^J  "»t  8"«'er  upon  this 
preserv'd  in  goodrrmony&  freedom  fr  '  T"^  '"  "^  «--"'"-'.  which  I  hitherto 

People,  when  once  Ty  begt         whl  t tr^  h^l    '  ".  ""  "-^^  '"'^"^  ^«  ^'"^  «  '-"'^"-« 

As  Captain  Uu.herfo'rd  resided  at  Alba  T  where  M^  Hi  '"  r""  '"  ^''^  ''^^^'"^^• 
to  succeed  M'  Clarke,  it  will  cause  a  verv  Ll       r!    ^^^"''^''''  ''^««'  ^''""^  ^  recommended 
immediately  appointed  a  C  unc   .orM'  Cl!    e  st^^^  """'  f  ''^^^'^  '''''''  '^  '^^  '«  ""^ 

givenyou.andlhopehewillberion L ^  d!^^  «t,ll  refusmg  to  be  concerned  for  the  reasons 

.3  I  nn  upon  the'^.pL      «„  be  ,     dl  : ni^  ,  7  ","  "°'"',"'  ''^  ""■'  •"'"«  '"''■f^''''  '"»' 
but  „  ,h  a,  a,,  of  ,be  berF„,,,nl        11       '"«'"'»"»"»  ""<!  I'ow.r,  and  .hall  name  aoae  ; 

..rvlce.  and  .be  welte^nb!  .Cr",  "r.b'L;  Verrjer'™'  '"  "'  *'*"^'' 
My  Lords 
New  York  ^°^^  Lordships  most  obedient 

2^  Jan^y  1744  ^^'^  "^°s'  iiumble  Servant 

G.  Clinton. 
The  R'  Hon""  the  Lords  Con,"  of  Trade  &  Plantations. 
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Governor  Clinton  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 

[New-Tork  Papen.  (8.  P.  O. )  No.  »,  p.  119  ] 

My  Lord. 

Since  my  arrival  into  this  Govern'  1  have  had  the  honour  to  write  to  Your  GrRCO  the  S""* 
October,  18  Nov'  9  &  26.  Dec'  1743  the  S"-  June  and  O""  Oct'  last,  acquainting  yonr  Grace  with 
the  nature  of  my  proceedings  to  ail  which  I  have  not  been  honoured  with  any  answer,  which 
I  impute  to  your  Graces  engagements  in  lOatters  of  higher  importance. 

In  my  lettei  of  the  IS""  Nov'  I  informed  Youi  Grace  that  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Trade 
had  deferred  the  recommending  to  His  Majesty,  the  filling  up  some  vacancies  in  the  Council, 
until  I  arrived  here,  and  then  I  took  the  liberty  to  name  to  louc  Grace  four  Gentlemen  io  be 
members  thereof  viz'  Peter  Warren,  Joseph  Murray,  Jolni  Moor,  and  Jeremiah  Renselaer,  the 
first  three  whereof  their  Lordshios  have  told  me,  tiipy  had  recommended  to  His  Maj'',  but 
suspended  their  recommendation  in  favour  of  M'  Renselaer  to  succeed  Lieu'  Gov'  Clarke,  who 
refused  to  be  sworn  in  upon  .ny  arrival,  notwithstanding  I  frequently  importuned  him  thereto, 
and  atih  persists  in  the  same  opinion,  upon  account  of  His  infirmities,  which  were  given  as  a 
reason  in  the  minutes  of  Ccuncill  transmitted  to  their  Lord""  in  order  to  remove  their 
suspension  of  recommending  M'  Renselaer  in  his  room,  and  I  must  beg  Your  Graces  approbaiioa 
in  favour  of  this  Gentieman,  he  beiij^  highly  wo.-thy  of  the  Othce. — 

In  my  lettsr  of  5  Juue  I  inclosed  my  speech  to  the  Assembly  of  17.  April  preceeding.  together 
with  t!ie  Council  and  tlieir  addresses  and  sundry  messages  [  sent  to  them  to  make  an  an>ple 
and  immediate  provision  for  the  safety  and  defence  of  the  province,  and  a  speedy  reparation  of 
theiv  Fortifications,  pursuant  to  their  Excfi!""  the  Lords  Justices  directions,  signified  to  me  by 
M'  Stone  the  15.  Aug;  1743.  and  then  I  acquainted  Your  Grace  with  my  setting  out  tlie  day 
after  for  Albany,  to  meet  the  Five  natiom  of  indians. 

In  my  letter  of  9""  October  I  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  his  Mnj'^'^  declaration  of  War  and 
inclosed  my  speech  to  the  Assembly  of  IS""  July  1744.  and  therein  acquainted  Your  Grace  with 
my  meeting  the  Five  nations  of  Indians,  and  what  u,.d  transited  upon  that  occasion,  and  I 
herewith  send  Your  Grace  a  duplicate  of  that  leHer,  with  whai  refers  tiiereto. 

It  would  give  me  a  particular  satisfaction  to  know  i''  my  letters  came  safe  to  Your 
Graces  hands,  signifying  Your  Graces  approbation  of  my  conduct,  which  shall  always  be  my 
study  to  merit. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  Capt"  Rutherford,  I  have  the  honour  to  br  informed  by  your  Grace  with 
his  appointment  of  r.  Councillor,  which  has  ant'cipat  'd  my  recommendation  of  a  very  worthy 
Geiitlemrn  of  this  Province.  M'  Rutherford  is  but  a  stranger  in  the  Country,  and  hia 
appointment  has  greatly  alarmed  the  people,  panicularly  those  of  the  better  sort,  'vho  expect 
to  be  advanced  to  that  preferment,  as  vacancies  happen,  and  !  wish  His  Maj'"  interest  mav  not 
suffer  upon  this  occasion,  being  apprehensive,  it  will  create  a  v.-nfusion  in  my  Govern'  wliich 
1  have  hitherto  preserved  in  good  harmony  and  free  from  faction. 

As  Capf  Rutht;'brd  resides  at  Albany  where  M'  Renselaer  lives,  whom  I  have  recommended 
tf;  succeed  M'  Clarke,  it  wil!  cause  a  very  g-eat  selition  among  ihe  people  tliere,  if  he  is  not 
immediately  appointed  a  Councillor  in  .M'  Clarke's  r.)om,  and  I  hope  Vour  (irace  will  please 
to  move  his  Maj"  to  appoint  .M'  Mu  seiner  forthwith,  and  his  warrant  made  of  an  equal  dale 
with  those  he  was  at  first  recommended,  otherwise  he  won't  accept.     I  am  the  more  earnest 
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to  have  this  Gentlen.an  of  the?  Councill   as  h«  i.  nf  .u  ^^^ 

in  the  County  of  Albany,  a  loya  u i  and  at  a  '  ""  -"^^-^'^'e  fortune  and  influence 
With  aubmission  to  Your  Grac'e  I  b    Ive  i    will  be  "       ''  ''  P"""*^  «'«  ^'"J"  «--««• 

of  the  Council  hereafter,  until  they  are  notiX  H  K  "^"T"  '°  '"^^''"^  '^'  nomination  of  any 
apo^  I  can  be«t  judge  of  their  i  Lt  n  rpower"*^'  T'  '''''''''  ''''  ''  '  ^  "P-  "- 
name  none,  but  such  as  are  of  the  best  fortun -       ^  "'"'  ^''''''  """"y  ^'  ^««"^«'''  '  «h«ll 

Maj...  interest  and  the  welfare  of  .he  IWnce  "'''"  '"  '''^  ''°""^^^'  ^^"'''"^  ^^  «'« 

I  have  frequently  represented  to  the  Board  of  Admirahv 'h.. 
and  exposed  to  the  insults  of  the  Enemy,  hanne  no  si  n    <•  w     ""^  '"'''''  "'"  '^""^  ""guarded 
Lord,  will  please  to  send  out  such  ship';       Z  por    '7  '"  '"'''''''  "^'  ^"^  ""'^^  ^heir 

necessary  for  the  safety  of  our  Trade,  we  nnvJZl'  ?""  ''P'^'''^''^  »«  be  absolutely 

thereor;  and  I  think  it  my  duty  to  acl.int  Yonr T      "7^  ''"'  ^''"^•^q"«"^««  ^om  a  neglect 

Hy  the  .ame  be.re  the  idmiLty.  n:i:r:,:^s.::c;-t;i!:r ""  ^'-^  '^ 

New  York.  2-  January  174+     ^°"''  ^''''""^'  "'"''  ''""'^'"'  '''"'^  '"««*  "''^^i^'nt  servant. 
„•    r,       ,.     ^  ,  (signed).        G.  CLmrcv. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 


^ 


M' 


^/'■.   HaW.  /.  ,;„  x,,,/,  Corarni.s..ioner.  of  V^  Treasury. 

[  New- York  Bundle,  Gg.,  p.  117.  ] 

To  the  llight  Honourable  the  Lord  Commis 
My  Lords 

iint 


'»   Rrent  IiijuHticc  doiHMo  tliB  Crown   Imfli  «i.i  .         .  '    ".....t. 

<l"il.  1,,.,,,..  ,„  „.ell  „.  f„r  ,l„.  .,„,  ™!'„      L    '"  "■«""'  '°  "'"  '■""'■'■''™  -«■  "i.  .M.j™.y. 
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Quitt  Rents  which  as  justly  belong  to  him,  as  the  Lands  do  to  the  Proprietors  from  whence 
they  arise,  who  indeed  have  no  title  to  that  property,  but  on  condition  of  paying  the  Rents 
reserved  in  their  Grants.  I  need  not  acquaint  your  Lordships  that  the  reservation  of  small 
Quitt  Rents  to  the  Crown,  upon  the  Grant  of  Lands,  is  an  institution  of  great  advantage  to 
the  Colonys,  because  if  the  Lands  granted  are  (as  they  ought  to  be)  cultivated,  the  fruit  and 
benefit  to  the  grantee  is  so  considerable  as  to  make  the  payment  of  the  Reserved  Rent,  a  trifle, 
but  if  means  can  be  found  out  to  defeat  the  payment  of  it,  Great  tract  of  Lands  maybe  taken  up 
(which  I  am  afraid  is  the  case  now  of  some  Colonys)  and  being  kept  uncultivated,  obstruct  the 
settlement  of  that  Colony,  to  the  particular  advantage  of  the  owner  of  those  Lands,  but  to 
the  great  Detriment  of  the  Publick  by  checking  the  Encrease  of  Strength  and  Riches  in 
that  Province. 

What  might  give  occasion  to  the  passing  this  Act,  I  can't  tell,  but  it  seems  a  very  extraordinary 
proceeding,  that  an  Assembly  should  take  upon  itself,  without  any  application  from  the  Crown 
to  pass  a  Bill  for  regulating  the  Payment  of  His  Majesty's  Quitt  Rents,  when  the  Course  of 
Law  for  that  purpose  is  op  n  and  known,  and  under  colour  of  such  a  Regulation,  deprive  the 
King  of  the  Antient  and  legal  method  for  ascertaining  and  recovering  his  rights,  upon  which 
the  property  of  that  very  Assembly  is  founded,  I  thought  it  my  Duty  to  lay  this  matter  before 
your  Lordships,  and  am  with  respect 
My  Lords 

Your  Lordships 

Most  obedient  and 
Cock  pit  Whitehall  Most  humble  Servant 

Jan-^  24.  174i  J  Walpole  Auditor 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 

[New. York  Papen,  (8.  P.  O.)  No.  9.  p.  Ml] 

(duplicate). 
My  Lord.  '  ' 

The  Govern'  of  the  Massachusets  Bay  having  received  information,  that  the  Garrison  of 
Louisbourg  was  in  a  very  weak  contliilon,  and  that  piirNuant  to  a  petition  preferred  by  a 
considerable  number  of  inhabitants  of  that  I'rovince,  to  the  General  Court  there,  representing 
the  importance  of  the  reduction  of  that  place,  to  the  obedience  of  His  Maj":  It  was  reported 
to  be  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  of  both  houses,  as  incumbent  upon  that  Govern' to  attempt 
the  reduction  thereof. 

Upon  this  head  Govern'  Shirley  wrote  to  me  the  2!)"'  January  last  and  urged  very  pressingly, 
that  this  Province  should  furnish  itH  reR|)ective  quota,  as  we  were  equally  concerned  in  duly 
and  interest,  to  join  them  in  so  laudable  a  design. 

Whereupon,  conceiving  this  enterprise  was  calculated  in  all  resperts  for  Mis  Majesty's  servire 
and  the  interest  of  the  northern  Colonys,  I  called  together  the  AsstMubly  of  this  I'rovince:  but 
they  not  meeting  according  to  time  I  prorogued  them  for  a  week,  and  then  made  to  them  the 
inclosed  speech,  in  full  confidence,  they  would  immediately  provide  for  that  service,  in  hucIj 
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manner   as  became  every  subject,  who  had  His  Maj«-  interest  a^  he.rf     TK       u        u 

deliberating  above  twelve  days  thereon   nnd  o«  v„^  "terest  a.  heart.     They  have  been 

their  quota,  which  I  am  the  mo  esuTpiJ.t  .;''""'       "°  '"*'^'  ''''''''"^  ^^'"^  '"-P^'^t  to 

by  this  conquest,  than  any  upo  ^h?  o„tinent  wl.  T^'^r  "'"  ''"^  ^  g-ater  advantage. 

reduction  of  Canada,  from  which  au.rter  T  .  '"/"  P^^'-^^^^'y  '"'ght  facilitate  the 

French,  ^ho  have  lately  b^t  eir^Em^:.;:  ZZ  "''  '""  °'  '^'"^  ^"^^^''^  '^^^  ^''^ 

Indians,  in  making  themUeve  we  dsSZ^^^^^^  T""^'^"  ^^-^^^  «- 

greatly  alarm'd.  that  the  Mohawks  and  lelkerAe^^^^^^    T       ''''  ""''""  ^^^^^  "•^'"^  «" 

body  to  destroy  our  settlements;  and  had  not  th    CoL    ""^     "'?°"^-  ""'  ^"'"^'^^  '"'°  ■'' 

been  very  alert  and  diligent  to  quell  tl^s  repor    ..?,'""?■■'  "'  '"^'■'"  '^^''^^  '^^  A'^«"y' 

should  have  lost  our  Indians  '^         "'^  '""°'"  "'^''"  ''^'"•^'  '"  '-^'l  Hkelyhood.  we 

tb:^:r;r  ::zSe:f  l^m^  7:::trTr  --^  ^r  •  -^  ^'-^^  ^-"--^ 

three  vessells  of  50  or  GO.  Tons  w^tH  o    "V     ,  ^adaraqu..  whereon  they  have  two  or 

men.  with  which  they  carry  o  the  r  Tr  1  T.  T  '°,  *'"''  "^'  '"•'>""'^''  ^''^"^  ^^^  -  ^^^' 
ranging  along  the  laL  (co'n  rary  o  tl  tiith  'f  T  7  t°  "'  '^^'^'  '''"'  '^'''^'"^  '>-•"- 
over  all  the  Indian  nation.,  ex  epttho'  V  .  ^'•-^'y^)- thereby  they  hold  their  power 
tbey  nave,  and  do  daily  gai^torgir::  S^t"  ""  ""^  "^^^'"^^^'  ^"^  ^^  --"^^-- 

SennXtut;  L^betf^Lrd"  with'^::  ''T-'1''  '''  ^"'"''"^  °^  ^  --'•  ^"  »^e 
the  publick  charge,  .  ordeTto  keen  th. T  %"  '*'  °'  '''  ''^°^'"^^'  ^"'^  '"-"'''^'"'■•^  «* 
companys  being  fc^rce  suti  ^  to  ^  Ln^^hf /Z  ^r'-'^^Tr^n^'^"  ^  '^''^"^  ^"- 
Assembly  will  not  come  into  this  e 'peZno  en  er^  '  f  '^  """'  '^  '  ""  ^''^''"^  '"« 
in  support  of  the  con.mon  cause,  on  Zu„  of  th  J  ?  7  ""'."""  "  '  ""'  "'■«''^""" 
Frontiers,  and  n.aking  large  a„„  ...I  n  eseTs  to  t  .  7  "''''      "^  "''^  "'  '"  ^"•'^'•^'"g  ^^e 

preserve  them   in  their  fidelity  whic,„on  I  'V  '  '"  '""^'  "'''""''''  "«  ^''""  ^«  ^''"•.  to 

contributes  to,  tho'  they  al    r    elv!  ad  '  ^M        7  ?'  "'""   ^'"'  •^""''"^'"^  '"  ""y   «''ape 

no  other  lasting  expedie.  or  r^^."  "  ^^''^  '"'"  "=  ''  '«  '''»"«'>'  -'vi-ble  and  I  know  If 
a  Uegin..  of  1,L  men.  be  onh«  i  h  r  i  'I  ,"*'"  ""'"  ^"'"'"^'  "'^  ^''"^  -""-y^  into 
Artillery  and  Amunitio .    .nd  p  ,  ^Ir     'V  '"'"   '''«'""'''  ^''''  ^   ^"g'--. 

proper  harbour  for  building  of  W  ,  v  ,  l^  r  L".  "'"''  "  '"'  ^"''^  ''"''•^■'"^"''  «^  '^ 
«uppiyd  with  provisions  ,tr  a  t  n  e  on  y-     t      '  "  T""'"'!  '7  ""  """'  "''°  "^  *«  ^- 

superior  strength  to  those  of  thl^V      l"  .    '     '  """   '""''  '^■"  »■•  ^I'^ee  vessells  of 

n"n.ber  of  .ouldie:  b!^  ■  li  r:  i,:'  ir  t"- ''"'  "  ''^  ^'^"""'  ""^'  "  «'""-"t 
.lestroy  the  Krench  vessells'  a  u  ,"  ,tt  hei  '"";  ''.  "";''""'  ""  '""^  ''"^''y  ''^^^  ^r 
from  annoying  us.     My  this  m         '        k  .   '      ""■    "     ""'  ■'""  '■"^^•^-'- 'i'^able  them 

I".Ii..".ov;  vvhom  th^;  nl   "  e"  V  rv    r"'\  "'"   ""  •""""'-•-'•-<'  --  those 

Bubn.i,t  and  tra.le  with  u.  Z^^Z^  ^Zu"^:^  'r":  "pon  hearing  of  our  conquest,  will 
once  we  are  n.as.ers  of  the  L  ke       ev  .i    T    '"  '''•""'''•^''■■'^  ^''•'  ^>-<-"  Forts.  When 

greatly  ineourage  our  woolen  numl'l^rV  "'""  '"      ""'  '"  ''"""^'  "'"^"'^  '""^^ 

.oi:;  •;::;;,:::;:.-;:  ;::;;'-^^^  'er.,.  and  m  two  or  three  years  time 

than  Farn.ers  will  go  under  their   J^e^V^^J^^^ZaV       ,""  "7'"V'"  ""  '"^""''^  ''''^' 
If  «on.e,hing  is  not  soon  done  to  nut  a  s.    .     ,  M     V"     7  ""    "'''"'"'*^ '^- 


■j^:   ... 
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has  or  shall  he  wanting  in  me  to  protect  it,  or  to  animate  the  people  to  vigour  and  courage 
against  all  events. 

I  have  further  to  add  that  the  French  at  Canada  in  November  last  were  making  a  great 
number  of  snow  shoes,  and  that  soon  after  a  party  of  them  and  their  Indians  (to  the  number 
of  nine  hundred)  were  to  march  to  the  eastward  (as  it  was  imagined)  to  attack  some  English 
settlement,  of  which  I  immediately  acquainted  the  respective  Govern"  that  way,  and  by  a 
letter  which  J  received  this  day  from  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Oswego,  I  am  informed  that 
he  had  intelligence  by  one  of  our  out  scouts,  just  then  returned  from  Cadaraqui,  that  1500 
French  and  100  Indians  went  from  Canada  in  December  last  in  order  to  surprise  some  English 
settlement  near  the  mouth  of  the  River  S'  Lawrence.  The  outscouts  further  say  that  only  in 
the  spring  much  Warlike  stores  were  to  be  brought  to  Cadaraqui,  which  may  be  intended 
against  Oswego ;  and  that  the  openess  of  the  weather  had  hindred  their  paying  that  place  a 
visit  this  winter. 

I  have  also  received  a  letter  of  12  Febr'y  from  the  Commanding  Officer  of  General  Oglethorps 
Regiment  at  Georgia  in  answer  to  the  information  I  gave  him  of  this  intended  expedition,  a 
copy  of  which  I  have  inclosed,  together  with  the  Councils  address  to  my  speech. 

I  find  the  presen*  numbers  and  Force  in  Canada  consist  of  Militia,  Indians  and  regular 
troops ;  The  fortifications  I  can  have  no  good  account  of,  nobody  knowing  any  thing  of  that 
kind,  that  have  been  there  from  hence  or  Albany.  The  number  of  Militia  upon  the  river  S« 
Lawrence,  some  reckon  ten,  others  thirteen  thousand  able  to  bear  arms.  The  regular  troops, 
are  thirty  two  companys  of  30  men  each,  but  not  half  full,  so  that  they  do  not  reckon  the 
number  of  effijctive  men  can  exceed  -500.  but  the  great  number  of  Officers  in  them  are  of 
great  service  towards  disciplining  their  militia.  Their  Indians  fit  to  carry  arms,  are,  the 
Cacknawages  about  230.  Conessetagoes  GO,  Attenkins  30.  Neperinks  30.  Missiquecks  40. 
Abenaquis  at  S'  Francoi  90.  Obinacks  at  Becancourt  50.  Hurons  at  Lorette  40.  in  all  about 
670,  besides  allies  at  great  distances,  but  those  here  mentioned  are  upon  or  near  the  River. 

I  have  often  represented  to  the  Board  of  Admiralty  that  our  coasts  are  greatly  exposed 
for  want  of  the  usual  station  ships,  but  hitherto  without  effect,  and  should  the  Enemy 
attack  us  by  sea  we  have  no  ship  of  force  to  repel  them,  our  Privateers  (tho  many)  being  all 
out  a  cruising. — 

J  thought  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  Your  Grace  with  what  has  occurred  to  me  for  His  Mnj'^' 
service,  and  the  safety  of  his  province,  and  what  I  have  mentioned  for  that  end  is  intirely 
submitted  to  Your  Grace. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  regard 
My  Lord 

Your  Graces  most  humble  and 

most  obedient  servant 
New  York  27  March  1745  -.  (signed).        G.Clinton. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 


\ 
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Since  our  letter  to  you  of  the  27<''  Tanry  i^^a        , 
of  June  and  9'^  OcU  1744  and  of  the  2-  of  jIT  ^^^'r!  'r''''\  ^°"^«  ''  ^^^  ^^'^  of  May  S-^ 
transmitted  therewith.  "     ^^^^"^  together  with  the  several  Papers 

yoltvVrid^dtTouTGorntL'''  not  ..aving  received  n.ore  than  one  letter  fro.  us  since 

never  fails  to  .aRe  an  ImmrdStTlttu  n  7711^1  T  T  '^'''"'  ^""  ^^"  ''''  ^^^^ 
appears  to  require  Dispatch.  "^"  ^'*""  Governors,  where  the  subject 

officer  the  Board  have  alwa^  a  ^  oper  ,C     tl  ^'h^^  ^"'^'''^^^  ^^  ''^' 

apprehend  themselves  to  be  confined  by    he  Govt  t  "'^'^""^"'^"^"''ons.  but  they  do  not 

Bhal.  appear  to  them  properly  quailL^to  ;:isrrge:hi:  I^fr"^^"^^^'"-  *^  -^  other  person 

great:yi:3're  pe:;?;.  t^  ^iiThtrb:" ''  T  ^^"'^^^^''^^  ^-  ^-  ^-^  -p---  ^«) 

which  you  have  not  given  us  the  l"  c  on,  t  w""^     '""'T  '°  '"^  ^''^••«'^*«'-  ^'  Conduct,  o 

dutifully  acquiesce  in  His  MajelTy 's  ;;poin::enr'^  "^  ""  ''"""  ^''  ''^  '^^^^^  ^'^-"^  -^ 

and  :h:ri;rd7;::::r  ^jrrorfT-^^^  "^  ^t^^-^  ^^  — «^  ^^^  --^^^ 

Gentleman  being  willing  to  see  whether  1  «;,.!  tit  l^H  T"^  ''  *'''  '""^  '""''''  "^  'he 
he  had  perhaps  too  hastily  taken,  of  qui      >  s^  i  ."c:  r,'  ^T'  '"'."  '''  "^^'''"^'- 

concerning    M'   Renselaer's   expectat  ons    ,1     iT  .'     ^"' "«'o  what  you  mention 

Gentlemen  some  time  since  appoi  ^d   We       s    a   "'"T  ''"""   ''''^^   ">""'  '•^'^  of  the 
such  Proceeding.  ' '  '      '  "'"'^  ^'=1"'*'"'  ^ou  we  know  no  precedent  for  any 

seem  to  have  do'ne  by  Your  e  tr         t  J  5  ■  TfT.'f'  ''Z  ""r'  '"^*'"'°"^  '''"^^  '"-  ^'-^ 

In  this  last   mentioned  letter  yo        form  1        , ''""'  °    ^'"  '    "'"  ^^^■'«''"  1^44. 
Indians  and  persuaded  them  to  ac'Tg  i        LVr    ?"u   ""  "'"""'  ''"   P*""-  -•^"  »"« 


fefit    •  .       -■    'i,g':,_        .    ^t;_^| 


*JJ'I 


If*" 
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the  Customs  that  they  might  send  proper  Directions  to  their  Officers  upon  that  head.     So  we 
bid  you  heartily  farewell,  and  are 

Your  very  loving  Friends 

and  humble  Servants 

iVioNSON 

M.  Bladen 
Whitehall  r.  p^umer 

Aprill  S'"  1745  j.  p^^. 

P.  S.  July  l?"-  Since  the  signing  this  letter  we  have  just  reced  Yours  of  the  IS""  May  last 
and  have  at  Your  Desire  recommended  M'  Bayard  to  be  of  the  Council. 

MONSON. 

P.  S.  Whi^reas  doubts  have  arisen  in  some  of  his  Majesty's  Plantations  in  America  whether 
any  of  his  Majesty's  natural  born  subjects  taken  on  board  any  of  the  Enemy's  Ships  committing 
hostilities  against  his  Majesty's  Subjects  and  thereby  guilty  of  high  treason  may  be  tried  as 
Pirates  by  the  Courts  of  Admiralty  in  the  several  plantations,  we  send  you  enclos'd  an  Act 
entituled  "An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  made  in  the  seventh  year  of  the  reign  of  King  William 
"the  third  entituled  an  Act  for  the  more  effectual  Suppression  of  Piracy"  for  Your 
conduct  therein. 

MoNSON. 


Governor  Clinton  to  tJie  Zonls  of  Trade. 

[New-York  Dandle,  Gg.,  p.  144  ] 

My  Lords 

Since  I  had  the  honour  of  writing  to  your  Lordships,  I  have  been  obliged  for  many  reasons 
(  by  advice  of  His  Majesty's  Council)  to  dissolve  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Province  ;  and 
as  I  propose  very  soon  to  send  a  narrative  of  their  whole  Proceedings,  in  justification  of  my 
conduct  upon  this  occasion,  I  shall  only  trouble  your  Lordships  now  with  tht  Speech  I  made  to 
them  at  the  Dissolution,  which  I  should  rather  chose  to  have  avoided  at  this  Critical  Conjuncture, 
had  there  been  the  least  hopes  left  of  their  promoting  His  Majesty's  service  or  th^  safety  of  the 
Province,  I  have  the  honour  to  Govern. 

Lieu*  Governour  Clarke  setts  out  on  Fryday  next  for  Boston  in  his  way  for  England, 
pursuant  to  my  leave,  therefore  I  hope  my  recommendation  in  favour  of  M'  Stephen  Bayard  to 
succeed  him  in  Council,  will  take  place  as  M''  Renselaer  is  dead,  of  which  I  acquaint  your 
Lordships  the  IS""  May  last.     I  am  with  veiy  great  Respect 

My  Lords 

Your  Lordships  most 

^^w  York  obedient  humble  serv« 

10.- June  1745  G.Clinton. 

The  II'  Hon'"  the  Lords  of  Trade  &  Plantations. 


\ 
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To  George  Clinton  Esq'  Gov  of  New  York. 


June  as""  1745. 


.IP    .u  u  """^  '"'  M^J««ty'«  Government  of  New  York"  by  which  is  hP  s.  J 

bid  you  heartily  farewell  &  are     '"'"^"''"'"'  ^°"  "-^^  •^"'^''^^'^  '«  '^^^  "«  with  them.    So  we 

Your  very  loving  Friends 

ana  humble  Servants 

MoNSON 

M.  Bladen 
R.  Plumer 
J.  Pitt 

B.  Leveson  Gower 
P.  S.  Ja.  Brudenell. 

HirMTelt'Nl'^^^^^  l"""'  °/''^  ''^j*'^'^'^  ^'""^^^'-^  -  A--'-  whether  any  of 

HIS  Majesty  s  Natural  born  subjects  taken  on  board  any  of  the  Fnemv's  «^h;n„  .  J- 

hostilities  against  His  Majesty's  Subjects  and  thereby  gu^y  oi.ightZo„rvhT^^1^ 
.he  tlurd  „„Utu,ed„„  Ac,  f.r .he  „,„„  en-.c.„»,  .„„p,,„i.„  jl-  ..ir.;.:  fe"  SrLt  ;i  u;.';::: 

RIONSON. 


••  *  «i  » 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[New York  Bnndls,  Oj.,  y.  l«,] 

My  Lorns 

I  have  the  honour  of  your  I.ordships  Favour  of  the  2S>"  Aueust  hsf    wifh  .  r 
«,.„,..  .v„e,„,„„Uo,. ..  .,.  .oven.™,  „r  J ,„,  ..^.^^^^^l  :  "X  "i: 
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being  Protestants,  as  shall  be  willing  to  settle  in  the  Island  of  Ratan,  and  pursuant  to  your 
Lordships  Directions,  I  have  caused  the  said  encouragements  to  be  published  in  the  respective 
Towns  &  Countys  of  this  Province. 

The  Government  of  the  Masaachusets  Bay  having  received  information,  that  the  Garrison 
of  Louisburg  was  in  a  very  weak  condition,  and  tliat  pursuant  to  a  Petition  preferred  by  a 
considerable  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Province  to  the  General  Court  there, 
Representing  the  Importance  of  the  Reduction  of  that  Place  to  the  Obedience  of  His  Majesty, 
It  was  reported  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  of  both  Houses,  as  incumbent  upon  that 
Government  to  atten.pt  the  reduction  thereof. 

Upon  this  Head,  Governour  Shirley  wrote  to  me  the  29"'  January  last,  and  urged  very 
pressingly,  that  this  Province  should  furnish  its  respective  Quota  towards  carrying  on  this 
expedition,  as  we  were  equally  concerned  in  Duty  and  Interest  to  join  them  in  so  laudable 
a  design. 

Whereupon  conceiving  this  Enterprize  was  calculated  in  all  respects  for  His  Majesty's  service, 
and  the  Interest  of  the  Northern  Colonys,  I  called  together  the  Assembly  of  this  Province,  But 
they  not  meeting  according  to  time,  1  prorogued  them  for  a  week,  and  then  made  the  inclosed 
Speech,  in  fnll  confidence  they  would  immediately  provide  for  that  service,  in  such  manner,  as 
became  every  subject,  who  had  His  Majesty's  Interest  at  heart.  They  have  been  now  above 
twelve  days  deliberating  thereon,  and  as  yet  come  to  no  final  Resolution  with  respect  to  their 
Quota,  which  I  am  the  more  surprized  at,  as  this  Province  may  have  a  greater  advantage  by 
this  Conquest,  than  any  upon  the  Continent  and  as  it  would  in  all  probability  facilitate  the 
Reduction  of  Canada,  from  which  Quarter  we  are  under  daily  fears  of  being  attacked  by  the 
French,  who  have  lately  (by  their  Emissarys)  caused  a  very  great  commotion  amongst  our 
Indians,  in  making  them  believe  we  designed  to  cut  them  off,  with  this  notion  they  were  so 
greatly  alarmed,  that  the  Mohawks  &  Seneckes  (the  Principal  Nations)  were  formed  into  a 
Body  to  destroy  our  Settlements,  and  had  not  the  Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs  at  Albany, 
been  very  alert  &  diligent  to  quell  this  Report,  and  remove  their  Fears,  in  all  likelyhood,  we 
should  have  lost  our  Indians. 

The  French  have  considerably  increased  their  settlements  on  our  backs,  and  almost  Inhanced 
the  Indian  Trade,  by  means  of  the  Lake  Cadaraqui,  whereon  they  iiave  two  or  three  Vessells 
of  50  or  60  Tons  with  six  or  eight  swivie  guns  to  each,  and  manned  with  12  or  15  men,  by 
which  they  carry  on  their  Trade.  They  have  also  built  Forts  and  Trading  Houses  ranging 
along  the  Lake  in  the  Seneckes  Country  (contrary  to  the  Faith  of  Treatys)  whereby  they 
hold  their  power  over  all  the  Indian  Nations,  except  those  dependant  on  our  Provinces,  and 
even  among  these  they  have,  and  do  daily  gain  too  great  an  Inlluence. 

To  prevent  these  encroachments,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  establish  a  Harbour  well 
fortifyed  on  this  Lake,  and  build  a  few  Vessells  of  superior  strength  to  theirs,  and  settle  regular 
Troops  in  the  Country,  to  be  raised  &,  maintained  from  home,  in  barracks  to  be  built  for  them, 
with  a  skillfull  Engineer  &  Gunners,  nothing  being  more  wanted,  for  repairing  and  modelling, 
as  well  as  defending  our  fortifications,  or  erecting  such  others,  as  may  be  thought  needfull :  For 
tiie  Province  will  never  come  into  such  'mi  cxpence,  at  so  great  a  distance  from  their  settlements, 
tin")  danger  stares  them  in  the  face. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  am  persuaded  it  will  plainly  appear  to  your  Lordships,  how 
highly  incumbent  it  is  upon  the  Assembly  to  make  immediate  IVovisioii  for  the  services  I  have 
recommended  ;   hut  should  they  fail  therein,  I  liave  great  reason  to  (ear  this  Province  will 
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Shan  be  wanting  in  .a  to  Li.ate  Ipe    t   ,    e  t:':;t' "  '''  •"^^"  ''^  "-""^  '^s  or 

I  have  farther  to  add  that  the  French  at  cLJ        m     ^  .         '""''"^^  "«'  «"  ^^•'"'s- 
of  Snow  Shoes,  and  that  soon  Irt^L^;^^^^^^^^^ 

march  to  the  Eastward,  in  order,  (.s  it  was  imV.in  d  w  ""?  '"  '"'  ""'"'^'-  ^'  '''  ^-«  »<> 
which  I  immediately  acquainted  he  r  pIcTive  gTv  ^  ""T'  '"""'  ^"^lish  Settlement,  of 
receiv'd  this  day  fron,  the  CommanZ  Office!  a  Osw^'^"?"^  ''  ""'  '^  ^  '«"-  ^^ich 
that  by  one  of  our  Scouts  just  then  returned  fro  n^^^^"-''?^  '^'  '"  '■"«''  ''«  '"''-'"«  '"«• 
went  from  Canada  in  December  last Torder^o  «  "'^"''  ''"'  ''''  ^"''^"-^^  *  '''  '«^i«n« 

Mouth  of  the  River  St.  Lawrence,     e  L't  sa  ^  furl'l'?"'  ,^"^"^'  ""'♦^'"-*«  --  ^^e 
stores  are  to  be  brought  to  Quadraq!i   w  Lh  .  '    '  •  ''      '"  '''  ^'""'  """''  ^''^^'^'^^ 

that  the  openess  of  the  weather  havThirdtd  tkJT  """"  ''  "''"'^'  '-^^^'"^^  ^«-«g°.  -^ 
I  find  the  present  number  &  force  In  af^^^^^^^^^^  LT'  '''''  ^^''^  '  ^'«''  this  winter. 

The  Fortifications  I  can  have  no^oo    acZtoTrT  1  .  '"'-•  '"''*''"  ""'^  '^S"'"  '^'"-P^. 
have  been  there  from  hence  or  Albanv      Tl^n!    T  ''""^^ ^""^'"^""y  thingof  that  kind,  tha 
«ome  reckon  ten.  others  thirteen    houlindirh'"  I   '""''^  "''°"  '""^  ''^'''  ^t.  Law;ence 
two  Companies  of  thirty  men  each   bu  "It  h  If  f  m'"'  ^T'     ^"'  "^^"''•»'-  '^••«°P«  ^^^  thirty 
effective  men  can  exceed  500    but  t  ^         u'  '"  '''"'  ''^'^  '^^  "°'  '•««'^°"  ^^e  number  of 

towards  disciplining  their  Sa'?h,';:lrfitT  ''  ''"T  '"  '''""  '''  °^  ^^^  --^- 
230.  Conessetagoes  60.  Aitenkins  30.  Ne  s  H  I  sseTeL  30^  '''  .^^^^^-^g-  "•'O"^ 
Oi.nacks  at  Becuncourt  60.  Hurons  at  Lorette  40  T^^f  ,  Abenaqu.s  at  St.  Francoi  90. 
<^-ances ;  but  .hose  here  mentioned  are  u  ^ ^    1^1":"  ''''  '''''''  ^"^  «'  ^-' 

o^r  ^:^^:i^: -:::r :  ^^;r  -^  f  ^--'".  o^er  of  oener. 

..e  French  a  Copy  ^f  ...  ^  ^^ LI^ t^^^  ^  ^^^^ 

I  am  with  very  great  regards 
My  Lords 

New  York  ^°"'"  LordsP'  most  humble 

25  July  1745  «nd  obedient  servant 

G.  Clinton 


■ '  Wit 


The  R.  Hon-  the  Lords  Com"  of  Trade  &  Plantations. 


Oovmior  Clinton  to  the  Lorck  of  Trade. 

[  N«w.Tork  JJunUle,  Og,,  p.  \a.  j 

My  Lords 

Vo,..  VI.  ^  J  ""  "'"■1"'^  ■  '^"""«'l)  '"  dl-Mlve  th.  Ae,e™bly, 


ll 

.t^^iji^'a. 

iiMl 

1 
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from  whom  I  have  borne  many  provocations,  with  great  calmness,  considering  how  critical  it 
was  at  this  time  to  be  without  one,  during  the  intermediate  space  for  calling  another.  But  I 
found  it  was  absolutely  needfull  to  try  all  ways  to  bring  them  to  a  just  sense  of  their  Duty  to 
His  Majesty,  to  whose  service  they  in  general  show'd  the  greatest  disregard,  by  not  putting 
the  Province  into  a  proper  posture  of  defence,  and  securing  the  Frontiers  by  Sea  &  Land  ag'  the 
Enemy,  notwithstanding  I  laid  before  them  His  Majesty's  repeated  orders  on  that  head. 

The  New  Assembly  seems  to  be  of  a  better  Disposition  to  do  Business,  and  immediately 
voted  j£5000  towards  the  Expedition  ag'  Cape  Breton,  to  which  the  former  only  voted  ^3000. 
Yet  they  have  neglected  a  very  material  Point  at  their  late  meeting,  in  not  making  Provision 
for  my  having  an  annual  interview  with  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians  during  the  War,  in  order 
to  make  them  Presents  to  keep  them  in  their  fidelity;  and  the  consequence  of  that  neglect  is 
such,  that  most  of  the  Indians  are  gone  to  Canada,  notwithstanding  all  my  efforts  to  stop  them, 
and  are  now  become  so  divided  in  their  opinion  with  respect  to  their  attachment  to  the  British 
Interest,  that  I  am  apprehensive  an  Indian  War  will  soon  be  commenced  at  the  instigation  of 
the  French,  and  am  sorry  to  tell  your  Lordships,  that  I  have  certain  Intelligence  of  the  17"» 
instant  from  the  Commissioners  of  Indian  affairs  at  Albany,  as  well  as  from  the  Governour  of 
Connecticut,  that  the  French  Indians  have  began  to  scalp  our  white  people  upon  the  Borders 
of  New  England,  and  have  murthered  two  men  in  a  most  barbarous  manner,  by  plucking  out 
their  Eyes,  taking  out  their  Hearts,  &  the  Crowns  off  their  Heads;  and  I  expect  by  the  next 
News  to  hear  these  Savages  have  committed  the  like  cruelty  in  this  Province,  which  might 
have  been  prevented  had  the  Assembly  made  provision  for  my  having  an  Interview  with  the 
Indians  this  summer,  and  which  I  so  earnestly  recommended  to  tliem,  as  your  Lordships  may 
observe  by  the  Speeches  I  have  inclosed,  (with  the  proceedings  of  the  Assembly)  well  knowing 
the  Danger  We  must  be  exposed  to,  if  they  desert  us,  and  indeed  I  have  but  poor  hopes  of 
retaining  them,  since  they  are  disappointed  of  meeting  me  according  to  their  expectations, 
which  I  could  not  do  without  Presents. 

It  has  been  repeated  to  me  again  by  the  Council  &  General  Assembly  to  apply  to  your 
Lordships,  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  move  His  Majesty  to  order  an  Engineer  to  be  sent  & 
reside  in  this  Province,  where  nothing  is  more  wanting,  than  a  skillfull  man,  to  repair  &  put 
our  Fortifications  in  a  proper  state  of  defence,  especially  in  the  Frontiers,  as  well  as  to  build 
such  others  regular,  that  may  be  thought  necessary,  for  great  sums  have  been  exhausted  to 
little  purpose  on  those  services,  for  want  of  a  person  thoroughly  versed  in  that  Art, 
I  am  with  very  great  respect 
My  Lords 

Your  Lordships  most  humble 
New  York  and  obedient  Servant 

25  July  1745  G.  Clinton. 

The  R«  Hon"'  the  Lords  of  Trade  &  Plantations. 


\ 
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Oovernor  Clinton  to  the  Duke  of  N^cmtle. 

[  New-Tork  P.pcn.  ( 8.  P.  0. )  No.  B,  p,  m.  ] 

My  Lord. 

from  when  1  had  borne  rn^,  i^o.^Z^l^ 2T  r'''''  '° ''""'^^  the  Assembly, 
was  at  this  time  to  be  without  one  durtr  hi  .^,''''  ^°"«"^^'-'"g  how  critical  it 
found  it  was  absolutely  need^i,  t  'try  a  Val  to ^rl^T  ^'"^  '"  "'""^  ""°"'^^'  '^"^  ^ 
His  ■  iaj...  to  whose  service,  they,  in  gJ^^^  rll  si  owed  thf  T  ?  ."  ^"''  ""'^  '^  ^''"'^  ''"'>'  '« 
province  into  a  proper  posture  of  df^l       T  ^''"*''^  disregard,  by  not  putting  the 

the  Enemy.  notwUhstand  n^      ,d  bete  tlm  Hn;'"^^  ''^  '■"'"^"  '^  ^^'^  ^"^  ' '"'^  "^'-^ 

The  new  Assembly  seem  to  be  of  a  bll  T  '•'     '''''"''"  °''^'"  °"  ^^^^^  ''ead. 

^5000.towards  the  expedition  'gai^.neR  7"'"" /°  '°  '"""^"'  ^"^  immediately  voted 
.'.ey  have  neglected  av'er;  It  '  iS'at^reir,;  :  t1  '"^  '"^"'^  °"'^  ^°'^^  =^^"'^'  ^'^^ 
having  an  annual  interview  with  the  Six'nat  1  r  .  T  !'  '"  ""'  '"^'^'"^  I*^°^'«'««  ^^^  "'X 
them  presents,  to  keep  them  i  h  I",  ty  a mH  .  ""'  ""'  '''  ""*  '"  "^'^^  '°  '""'^^ 
most  of  the  Indians  are  gone  to  Ca  nd  ItwiH  "  .'=""«'',?"^"^«  "^  ^hat  neglect,  is  such,  that 
now  become  so  divided  h,  the  r  ooiln   ".'^^''''^^■''"'''"6  «>'  '"^  efforts  to  stop  them,  and  are 

that  I  am  apprehenst  In  TJdr^rt  rZn" r'ot  ""^t  ^"^^  r 
French,  and  am  sorry  to  tell  Your  crac-e  Tllf  n  '^r'"""'^'  "'  '*'"   instigation  of  the 

the  Commissioners  of  India  aff'rs  4  AU  "^  ' '"'^r  7  "''^"'■^*'"'^'^  °'" ''''  '''"  '^^  =  ^^°'" 
that  the  French  Indians  have  "210^1  n  T  ''  '^'r  '''  ''"'""°"'-  ''  Connecticut, 
and  have  murlhered  two  men  n  .  most  bt'^  "  '  ''"'^''^  '"  ''"  '°°^'^"«  "^  ^'^^  ^-g'-'^ 
out  their  hearts  and  the  ^r^  ^':^:Z:T7:::  'l  f'^t"^  ""^  '''''  ^^-'  '^^'"^ 
savages  have  committed  the  like  crueUv  in  thi,  n  •  '  ?•  .  ^  '^'  '"''  ""^"^  ^°  hear  those 
had  the  Assembly  made  provision  for  nwV  P^''^'."^'^' ^'''"h  might  have  been  prevented, 
and  Which  I  so  eL.estlyZ  Xn  ;7o  l^rrv'"'";""  "''  "'^  '"'^'""^  this  sumn.er 
Lave  inclosed,  well  knowing  th    d  „^^^^^  '^  T  °'""^  ''  '''  ^f"^-'"-  ^ 

I  have  but  poor  hopes  of  retail,    fl  "'^"'"^  '"■  "^  *'''^  ^''^^"^  "«'  «"d  '"^eed 

to  the  expeLtions!  :^u^:s ::Tz:::iz::r '''''''  -'  --^-^  -  --^^'-^ 
in;;:::Lis':t:!;Ldn::^,:::^"irr""H'^""'-'  ^-^^  ^^^^'^^•^  his  m^..  orders  and 

respect  to  t  e  service  ConZd    '     V  "'         """"  '''""'^  ""^  *'"  ^"^'^•''  ^  ^'-  "ith 

the  greatest  regard  i;my;ow:r  '^  "'""'  ^"""""'^"  '  '—"^  «hall  constantly  pay 

Grll^^uXrC:?:;;:^;:  :^:^1^-;  -  J-r.  Assembl,  to  apply  to  Vour 
in  this  province,  where  nothing  is  nS^^  \  ''"  i^"geneer  to  be  sent  and  reside 
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others  regular,  that  may  be  thought  necessary,  for  great  sums  have  been  exhausted  to  little 
purpose  on  those  services,  for  vi^ant  of  a  person  thoroughly  versed  in  that  art. 
I  am  with  the  greatest  respect 
My  Lord. 

Your  Grace's  most  humble  and 
New  York  25-  July  ^^,^  obedient  servant 

^^*^'  (signed).        G.  Clinton. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 


\ 


Governor  Clinton  to  tlie  DuTce  of  Newcastle. 

[New-Tork  Papen,  (9.  P.  0.)  No.  9,  p.  2M.] 

My  Lord. 

Upon  the  first  information  I  received  of  the  late  intended  expedition  against  Cape  Bretone 

(which  was  huited  to  me  by  Govern'  Shirley)  I  presently  shewed  a  cheerful  spiritt  to  promote 

that  service  and  urged,  the  concurrance  of  this  province  to  the  General  Assembly  with  all  the 

zeal  and  prevailing  arguments  in  my  power,  conceiving  it  to  be  an  enterprize  (if  carried)  of  the 

utmost  consequence  to  the  Northern  Colonys,  and  in  particular  to  this:  When  I  found  I  could 

not  obtain  any  assistance  in  men,  and  but  a  trifle  in  mon.-y  from  the  Assembly  in  aid  thereof 

I  was  obliged  for  that  and  many  other  reasons  set  forth  in  my  speech  to  dissolve  them    in 

hopes  I  should  avail  thereby,  with  another  set  of  men,  more  ready  to  promote  His  Mai'r 

service.     During  that  interval,  I  sent  ten  pieces  of  Ordinance  of  IS  pounders  with  carriages  ettc 

to  Boston  without  which  they  could  not  have  undertaken  the  affair,  and  I  have  the  pleasure  to 

te  1  Your  Grace,  those  very  cannon  greatly  contributed  to  the  reduction  of  Louisbourij  for 

which  I  received  the  thanks  of  the  General  Court  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  a  publick 

manner  (tho'  I  could  hardly  get  my  own  to  pay  for  the  transportation  of  tliem)  as  well  as  M' 

bhirley's  acknowledgements  in  his  speech  to  them,  lor  this  instance  of  my  care  in  taking  8„eh 

an  intimate  part  in  that  enterprize. 

Upon  M--  Shirley's  representation  afterwards  that  the  Troops  were  greatly  in  want  of 
provisions  and  not  having  it  in  my  power  to  procure  any  at  the  publick  charge,  I  set  on  foot  a 
subscription  and  raised  i2000.  for  that  end  (to  which  I  largely  contributed  myself:)  and 
immediately  embarked  all  sorts  of  provisions  to  that  value  for  Louisbourg,  for  which  I  also 
had  a  vote  of  thanks  from  the  Govern'  of  the  Massachusetts. 

Afterwards  M'  Shirley  applied  to  me  for  a  supply  of  gunpowder  for  the  service  of  the  garrison 
when  reduced,  which  I  accordingly  purchased  at  my  own  charge  to  the  value  of  ^900,  and 
transported  it  thither  and  since  have  bought  upon  my  own  credit  .£2,000  worth  of  cloathing  to 
pahate  the  discontents  of  the  Troops  retained  there  till  relieved  from  home,  and  now  by  M' 
Shirley's  desire  I  am  buying  up  all  sorts  of  bedding  in  which  th.  r  r>"e  iu  the  greatest  want  of 
at  my  own  charge  again,  without  any  manner  of  advantage  to  mvsrh  but  ra',her  otherwise  by 
non  payment  of  my  bills  drawn  upon  the  treasurer  here,  which  '"  .a,-  .-.t  iv.:eive. 
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Bervice  for  the  .„„y  Lours  ca„re     d    pTth  m   Td'^?''  '.r'"^  '"  ^'°'"°^''  '^'•• 
another  Assembly  when  convened  was  i^OOO       f'ht  """'^  ^^'^'^'^  °''^"'"  '"^"'n 

Boston  expedition,  without  any  other  Id  XeVTrnn.Tr^. '"""''■'  *'«  ^''P^"-  «^  ^^e 
his  Mnj...  instructions  from  tim"^,  to   ime  sij       ,1";,  .^''"'7/'!^  '  '^-''  '-"  '-rore  them 
to  M'  Warren,  in  ,he  service  he  was  upon  and  tfe'l/  f ''  ""  "^^^^^"^^  "««'"«'^"«« 

This  backwardness  of  the  peon  e's  iov'r  •"7'7""^«  "f^the  common  cause. 

Governour  under,  by  giving  hi^T'^Lry  td  ZZl  t^  ^  /'''  ^^"^■""'  '-'  '"^  ^ 
never  paid  that  regard  th.rto.  as  to  n.gleit  mv  dutv  t„ f  «  .  ^^T'  "''"^""^  ""'''  ^  ^ave 
it  can  not  be  thought.  I  can  with  tha  sni rif  „.7    T  ^"^    "'""'''  ^  6°  ^'^'^""^  't  ?  but 

of  that  favour,  of^hieh  th:;t\toCtoi;^7^ 

Crown,  and  constantly  encroaching  uno   If,  nr  .       u     ^^  '^^'^  J«»'«"«  of  the  power  of  the 

Commissioners  in  uZr  p.bl]       o'n  ^    '  wi    l?^^^^^^^       7f  ""^'"/  ^'^-^  -'^  ^PPointing 

cannot  be  passed  by  His  Majesty's  CoTdi    1  thdr  sL  "7n-  f  ""'  "'^'""^  «"'=''  ^'^"«-'  - 

thereto,  or  having  no  saiar  .  which  a:eu;tbs:rie:  th:^"r '"""^  °' '"^ 

unless  the  Legislature  at  home  does  take  co.r.nce  If  ,h  ,     "'''''  '''''^'  *"'   ''"^ 

a  more  submissive  behaviour,  or  mike  a  Pov  ,         !"  '°"'^"'*'  '"""^  ''"J"'"  '^em  to 

since  neither  dissolutions.  n<^r    a  rmea^^s  7" T V"     '"k  "''  ''  ""^^  "^^^^  ^"^  "^'--i-' 

Wajestys  interest-  ''  '""  P'"''"'=^  «"''•''  ^«''^'=t«.  ««  are  wanted  for  Hii 

the  x:  t;rmy::in:z;:,:;:7:r;r  t;^'"^^^7^'"^''  •--  -p-  ^^«  ^^^-ions  of 

its  safety  intirely  .Ltracted  from  Tl    g    „  "to  „    S';  ;",.;'^:  T'""'^  "'  ''*'  ^'^""^^^  --i 
thereof,  yet  for  the  most  part,  they  f  e  of  L7n  "  '^'''  '"'''"''^"  "«  ««"«ihle 

reasonable  demand  for  the  publick  gool  ""  ''"'"^'  "'  ""'  '«  ^-"P'^  -'^h  any 

com!r.r::Lr7::::trsrrh^iTr^^'"^-'"-  ^  '-^^^«  ^--  - 

assured  Gov^  Shirley  has  represented.'^:  .  y^:;:,    ^^  ::\;7-t  '""V^  ^  "^^  -" 
and  unwearied  vigilance,  upon  all  occasion,  fL  ir     m   ?  ^^'""''y  "^^^  readiness 

reduction  of  Louitbourg    I  wl    n  hoZ      ^       r,''"^    !  '""''"  '''"^  P'-'^^'-'-'y  ^^^  the 
approbation  therein,  sign  fyed  ^v  V o  r  r     '  ^'''"   ''°"«"^^^   ^-'^'^  "'^   K«ynll 

-t  .w  done  my  d^y.^h^  :^:^;;;  ^;:r irTi^ c:^:!;;^  -'---  -  ^"^- 

wi'x^'::^^::;  r t •  ::nS::ntt';^i:;r  -  -  t--  -  --^.  ^ho 

.^t.y  there  the  Commissio  e  o  1  e  M  r  ."  ^"^  "''''  ^'-'^-  nations,  and  during  my 
nations  to  war  against  tl  ^eL  ^'  1  n^  iT^r  r""'f  "'  "'^  "^  '^^^'^'^"^"^  °^  '-« 
province  would  have  been  ex;!::  t  1  e"  .s  It  of  t^ri"  7''''^  "^  '^'^"""^^^  «''  ^•"•« 
destroyed,  as  we  have  no  regular  For  s  bui  1^1,    I  ''""  "'"'  ^'°'"^'^  ••*"  °"^  «''"''^'-« 

of  His  Maj...  Council  then  with  me  it  w  1  "'  "''""'P°"  '  """''''''  "'^^^  --'' 

the  Indians  in  their  own  Castles    ill  I'l".  ,"''.""""  "  ''"  '"""  •'^^^'«'»''''^  ^^  ^^'^ain 

represented  to  them  the  ne      si  v  If  r  '''"',  ^'"''"^'^  ''''''''''''■  ""'^  ''"^«  -«ce 

beg  leave  to  refer  Yo.    ^^^^  ^Jl^^,  7''^""/''  "^  P— -'tion  of  the  frontiers,  and 

which  I  have  sent  to  Vour  O  a      ^t^^^^  Zi^  "^^"  ''"'  '''  '"^'""^  ^'  ^"'^  -""^-- 
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I  am  now  endeavouring  to  set  on  foot  a  scheme  for  the  reduction  of  a  garrison  at  Crown 
point  posesded  by  tha  French  in  the  Indian  Country,  wnich  is  a  very  great  annoyance  to  our 
frontiers;  but  as  tlie  Assembly  is  so  extremely  backward  in  promoting  any  publick  good,  1  am 
affraid  they  will  not  contribute  to  the  charge  of  carrying  it  on,  and  indeed  while  so  many  dutch 
prevail  in  this  province,  J  can  have  but  little  hopes  of  succeeding  in  any  enterprise,  tho'  ever 
so  well  concerted,  unless  they  are  obliged  to  do  their  duty  more  chearfully  by  a  superior 
power— Crown  point  is  a  fort  about  160  miles  from  Albany,  about  IGO  miles  from  another 
strong  Fort  the  French  has  called  Monreal  which  is  half  way  to  Quebeck  from  Crown  point.  I 
have  sent  six  pieces  of  Cannon  of  IS  pounders,  with  carriages  ani  every  thi.ig  else  n-a-essary 
to  Albany  excepting  powder,  which  I  have  desired  the  Assembly  to  supply  me  with  as  if  those 
guns  and  Powder  was  only  for  the  security  of  Albany  if  it  should  be  attacked,  and  despairing 
of  success,  I  sent  to  the  speaker  this  morning,  and  told  him  I  was  very  much  surprised,  the 
house  paid  no  greater  regard  to  His  Maj'^'  instructions.  I  hud  laid  before  them,  as  not  to  give 
an  answer  in  any  shape ;  that  I  had  great  reason  to  believe  as  I  had  often  represented  to  them 
the  French  and  Indians  had  some  design  on  our  frontiers,  and  if  we  did  not  something  on  our 
part  to  prevent  it  by  attacking  them  first,  that   I  had   reason  to  believe  Alb.-.ny  would  be 
surprised  this  winter,  and  1  desired  a  quantity  of  powder  should  be  immediately  sent  up,  which  at 
last  they  agreed  to ;  I  don't  know  how  to  intrude  any  longer  on  your  Graces  patience,  but  have 
only  one  thing  more  to  add,  which  is,  they  are  all  Dutch  at  Albany  as  most  of  the  province  is, 
and  was  in  hopes  as  Dutchmen  to  have  continued  a  neutrality  with  the  French  Indians,  as  they 
did  last  war  and  even  supplyed  the  French  Indians  with  ammunition  for  tiieir  skins,  who  went 
directly  from  Albany  to  murther  in  a  most  cruel  and  barbarous  manner  the  People  of  New 
England   who  was  at  war  with   them  — Tho  Commissioners  from   Massachusets   Bay  in    our 
debates  actually  taxed   Councillor  Livingston  with  it,  but  he  was  too  deeply  concerned  to 
acknowledge  the  remembrence,  but  only  said  it  was  a  long  time  ago,  and  1  had  now  great 
reason  to  believe,  both,  he  and  his  son  was  now  concerned  in  taking  the  lands  away  from  the 
Indians,  which  they  complained  ott'.     It  is  a  vile  family  — 1   inclose   this  to  Lord   Lincoln 
desiring  he  would  take  an  opportunity  of  delivering  this  my  private  letter  when  Your  Grace 
shall  be  at  leasure,  and  hope  for  forgiveness  taking  up  so  inuch  time— I  u.i  with  the  greatest 
of  respect — My  Lord 

Your  Graces  most  obedient  and 
New  York  K'^.  Nov'  „,o«t  humble  servant  — 

^'^'*^-  (signed).        G.  Clinton 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  I^mh  of  Trade. 


I  Mfw-Tork  rtprn,  Buidle  Og.,  No.  lU.  ] 

My  liords, 

I  had  the  honour  of  writing  to  Your  Lord'.-  the  25.  July  Inst,  with  a  duplirnte  of  one  of  the 
27.  of  March  inciosed  by  the  Antelope  from  hence,  wliich  I  hear  is  arrived,  and  to  which  I 
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t'hfl'o'juTv  t  Z:'  'T'T'^;  ^-oXowing  (1745)  I  transmitted  the  .inutes  of  Council  to 
It  arrive  lafe!^      opporturuty  of  some  Man-of  War  from  Cape  Breton,  which  I  hope  will 

Since  which,  I  have  been  honoured  with  Your  LordPi"  of  the  a/j"-  -\nril  inof  „r# 

'ront'oi-Yd^^^^a:  rr  °^"-^r  ^°  -^^^  ^  -^^^^  -  -"  anTnte':;:^:^^  :-;rs:: 

Aa to  sof  Indans  (tho    late  .„  the  season)  in  order  to  establish  them  more  warmly  in  the 
t^.e  Frend!:"    '  ''"''  ''''  "^^'^  "'^'^  *°  ''^^°'^'  ^"^""^^  ^'^  -"-«-  ""^^  aftifice  of 

At  the  publick  conference  there  attended  Comiss"  from  the  Massachusetts  Bny.  Connecticut 
and  P  nnsylvnma,  w.th  intent  to  renew  and  confirm  with  me  (in  behalf  of  his  MniestT)  t  e 

M,  ssachuset.  Bay  demanded  of  me  the  assistance  of  those  Nations  to  War  against  the  French 
Ind.ans  .n    he.r  Covern-  whereby  the  Frontiers  of  this  Province  would  have  been    eft  nlkd 
an    exposed  to  the  insults  of  the  Enemy,  and  all  the  out  settlers  stript  of  succou    .    we     a  « 
not  a  regular  strength  to  repel  an  Enen>y,  nor  a  sufficient  nun.ber  of  Garrisons  to  protec     he 
nhabUants  should  they  be  attacked.     Whereupon  I  advised  with  such  of  His  Ma/>'.  Cou 
en  w.th  me  who  were  of  opinion,  that  it  was  of  very  dangerous   consequent  to  sul 
the  Ind.ans  to  depart  this  Province,  till  i  had  informed  the  Assen.bly  with  the  nature  of    he 
Demand,  however  w.llmg  1  might  be  to  assist  his  Majesties  Subjects  in  New  England,  and 
si     I   eferlour  Lord--  to  my  transactions  at  large  with  the  Indians  at  thisconferencefand  ^hlt 
passed  between  the  Comn.issioners  from  the  Massachusets  Bay  and  me  upon  the  occasion 
wh.ch  1  have  inclosed,  and  hope  for  your  Lordsh,ps  approbation  therein.-  ' 

fe.nce  my  retun,  fron,  Albany  I  have  again  reconnnended  to  the  Assend.ly  (now  sitting)  the 
necess.ty  of  the.r  raising  supplys  fbr  building  of  Forts  to  cover  the  Frontiers  of  this  Prov  n  e 

War  upon    he  t  end.   Indu.ns  .n  two  months  after,  unless  they  can  obtain  satisfaction  in  that 
inue  for  a  Breach  o    a  Treaty  of  Neutrality  en.red  into  between  then,,  and  now  become  vo 
by  the.r  comm,.t.nghoHtili,ies  upon  Hi8Maj->'  subjects  in  New  England,  to  «l,ich  the  Assembk 
have  not  pa.d  the  least  attention.  uiezissemoiy 

I  am  extreatnly  concerned  to  see  the  dispatch  of  publick  business  so  greatly  neglected  by  the 
Assnub  y  o    th.s  Prov.nce,  notwithstandi,.g  my  frequent  in.portunityes  and  recomn.endations 
on  that  head.  a..d  I  a.n  persua.ie.i  while  they  are  a,  the  charge  of  n.aintaining  a  (iover  o^ 
ne.er  w.l    be  otherw.se   tho'  1  have  it  to  say  none  ever  gained  more  esteen.  than  n.vself.  tl  r  ' 
a  cand.d  be  a v, our  to  them.     They  are  selfish,  and  jealous  of  the  power  of  the  Crown,  and 
o    such  level  ...g  pr.nc.ples.  tiu.t  they  are  constantly  attacking  its  prerogative,  so  that  nothing 
but  Gov      mdependence  can  bring  them  to  a  just  sence  of  their  duly  to  His  Majesty  and  his 
Berv.ce.     I  have  taken  unwearie.l  pains  with  the.n  to  tha.  end.  tho  hitherto  to  li.tle  purpose. 
an.l  I  f.nd  that  ne.ther  dissolutions  or  lair  n.eans  can  produce  from  then,  such  KfU-cts  as  wil 
tend  to  a  pnbl.ck  good  or  their  own  preservation.     They  will   neither  act  for  ihen.selves  or 
nss.s    the.r  ne.ghbours,  nllthough  I  have  constantly  laid  before  then.  His  M;.j'»''  IJoyal  orders 
ami  lnstrnct,ons.tra.,sn,itted  to  n,e  from  time  to  lin.e  since  the  Commencement  of  the  War  as 
also  the  freq,.e,.t  appli.alions  n.a<Ie  to  n.e  by  Gov'  Shirley  and  M'  Warren  for  assistance  of 
men.  prov.s.ons  and  n.oney  in  maintenance  of  the  late  expedition  ag"  Cape  llrvton.  a..d  lor  (he 
prote<t.on  of  I,ou.sb.,nrg  since  reduced  to  the  obedience  of  His  Majesty.       'o  all  which   they 
have  shewn  no  greater  reganl,  than  voting  6000  pounds  to  that  service  (which  is  not  likely  to 
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be  paid)  without  any  other  assistance,  and  even  that  was  more,  than  I  well  could  expect,  as 
few  but  hirelings  have  a  seat  in  the  Assembly  who  protract  time  for  the  sake  of  their  wages, 
at  a  great  expence  to  the  Province,  without  contributing  any  thing  material  for  its  welfare, 
credit  or  safety. 

It  IS  now  become  clear  to  me,  that  unless  the  Legislature  at  home  does  take  cognizance  of  their 
disobedience  and  indolence,  and  enjoin  them  to  a  more  ready  complyance  to  His  Maj'J'"'  Royal 
orders  and  Instructions,  I  have  but  poor  hopes  of  succeeding  in  any  affair,  tho'  ever  so  well 
concerted  for  His  Majesty's  service  and  the  security  of  the  Province. 

I  am  obliged  to  Your  LordPP'  for  the  Regard  you  have  paid  to  my  recommendations  of  the 
Councillors,  and  as  M'  Renselaer  is  dead  since  I  recommended  him,  1  hope  M'  Bayard  will  be 
appointed  to  succeed  according  to  my  application  to  Your  Lord"'  the  13  May  last. 

I  have  been  endeavouring  to  set  on  foot  a  scheme  and  to  engage  the  Province  therein  for  the 
reduction  of  a  Fort  at  Crown  point,  possessd  by  the  French  in  the  Indian  Country,  which  is 
a  very  great  annoyance  to  our  Frontiers,  and  had  in  pursuance  thereof  sent  up  to  Albany  six 
pieces  of  Cannon  of  IS  pounders  with  carriages,  and  a  proportion  of  powder.  Ball,  Match  and 
other  Implements.  It  is  well  they  are  gone,  for  to  my  great  concern  (and  what  I  have 
represented  to  the  Assembly  would  be  our  Fate)  1  received  an  Account  the  19'"  inst:  by 
express  from  Albany,  that  a  party  of  French  and  their  Indians  had  cut  off'  a  settlement  in  this 
province  called  Saragtoge,  about  fifty  miles  from  Albany,  and  that  about  twenty  houses  with  a 
Fort  (which  the  publick  would  not  repair)  were  burned  to  ashes,  thirty  persons  killed  and 
scalped,  and  about  sixty  taken  prisoners. 

Upon  receipt  of  this  news  I  sent  the  Assembly  another  Message  who  have  paid  but  little 
regard  thereto  except  their  voting  an  inconsiderable  sum  towards  building  a  small  Fort  in  the 
Frontiers  to  be  garrisoned  with  some  Militia,  and  have  pleaded  an  adjournment  for  a  fortnight 
upon  account  of  the  small  Pox  prevailing  in  this  City,  and  that  they  may  return  home  to  settle 
their  affairs,  and  such  of  them  as  are  Colonells  of  Militia  to  make  proper  regulations  in  their 
Regiments  for  the  defence  of  the  respective  Countys,  as  we  hear  the  Enemy  is  still  in  the 
Country;  to  which  I  was  advised  by  my  Council  to  consent. 

In  the  mean  time  I  have  done  every  thing  in  my  power  for  His  Majesty's  service,  and  have 
detached  two  of  His  Maj'»'«  company's  of  Fuzileers  to  Albany,  and  given  orders  to  march 
detachments  of  the  Militia  as  a  further  security  to  that  City;  I  have  also  given  orders  to  tho 
bix  Nations  of  Indians  to  take  up  the  hatchet  against  tho  Enemy  immediately,  and  as  they 
have  expressed  themselves  thankful  lor  His  Maj-J'  presents,  I  hope  they  will  Act  (or  his  interest, 
but  unless  the  Assemb'y  will  come  into  ways  and  means  to  join  our  neighbours  to  attack  the 
Enemy  in  their  settlements,  I  cannot  answer  for  the  safety  of  this  Province  under  its  present 
circumstances.  I  have  discharged  my  duty,  and  refer  Your  Lord"'"  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
Assembly  for  what  they  have  done,  which  I  have  inclosed.     I  am  with  very  great  respect 

My  Lords, 

„    .  Your  Lordi'i"  most  obedient 

New  York  i       t  i 

humble  servant, 
ao  Nov'  1745.  ,.    ,^ 


\ 


LONDON  DOCUMENTS :    XXVII. 


289 


Conference  between  Comrni.noners  of  tie  Colonies  and  tl^  Indians. 


[  New-Tork  Paper.,  Bundle  Gg.,  No.  'o     i 

154 

A.  I,i»  Excellency,  re.fdence  at  Albany  ,h.  «•  day  of  October  .745 

a  peni  ng  m  America,  \,ce  Admiral  of  the  same  and  vice  Admiral 
of  he  lied  squadron  of  His  Majesty's  Fleet.  '"' 

I'iiillip  Livmgston      \ 

Daniel  Ilorsmanden   / 

Joseph  Murray  /  Ksq"  of  the  Council. 

John  Rutherford        ) 

Cayouges  and  Tuscarores,  n..  ;  I     Kns  of  tZe  n"/  "I"'"'  ''"'''"''  ^"""''''S''^'  S--"^-. 
Town  late  in  the  evening.     mllTJ.^'"''^'^^^^^^ 

Interpreter.withthearrlvL-  o  Hu         drvr""rr'  '"/""""^  "'^^^'^^  '"«  ""^'--^ 

of  the  said  Trihes  desired  to  w':h;:r .  r  i  ';^:  ;^:::  .i";;;:^'  r'  '"^^  ^'-^'"- 

waning  upon  him.  to  welcon.e  him  to  Albany  His  V^i  ?        °  "'''"'""  ^•"'  ^''^'^ 

and  several  Sachims  of  the  respective     Vi^  I  T     "'^  "'"  ''''''''«  ^'  ^'"^  "''^'"^•k. 

forty  and  fifty  :     They  ac.,m  :  k^  :.';;";f  '''=^"^"'"»^;.>'  '«  ^"«  -""'er  of  between 

tlus  Nation  had  been  visited  wit    an    „i  '|  '        ,  '"T  °'  ^'"^  ''""'"'^^■^  '>^^^""^'«  '   ^''^'^ 

of  them,  and  that  the  res    w        by  m    t^  "'"'  «-P^-v.yS-at  numbers 

After  the  usual  salutes,  His  l^ll     Z"  n        ,f    '■"   !  ^"""'"'  ^"^''"'"«- 
the  ceremony  used  in  such  case  T^  c       r        tluiTo    """  ^''f  ^^^^"'"'^  ("--''"^  ^o 
Nations,  since  the  la.t  interview    thl  ''""■"'  "^  ""'  "^"^'"''"^  "''  ^''^  «i-^ 

drink  his  Maj.>-  ..oalth  ai^    isKv  •  ^  rmtl"""'  ^""""^  "'"  '^  «'''^«  •'''  «"'"  ^« 

ettc.     His  Kxceliei...  told  them  t  n    ,  .  wo        '^""  """"  '"•^•^•^"^'  P'^^P^^'^^Y  '«  the  Province 

A.  .  Connci,  bW,,  at  „i.  K,ce„..  ™id.„c.  i„  .„.  c„y  „,  Albany  ,be  .^tb  day  oPOcf  UU 
lWH»T-i;i,  K„„ll,.„ey  „,„  „„„i.,  „,.„,,  cim,„„  K„r 

M'  L,v,ns,l„„,  Jl'llormnanden,  M-  .M„„„y  „„d  Capf  Kutberford. 

i^^:,^:ri::,:!:':::::ijrz:;:'z  °\ ,""" -"  "■''■  ^"'""-^'"'  -^ 

Vo...  VI.  •'"  "  1  "'"'  '"»''"'■■'»'  '»  I'""  'l'«i'  "edcnlial.  fr<,„,  ,|,eir 
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respective  Govern"  viz*  John  Stoddard,  Jacob  Wendell  [Samuel]  Wells,  and  [Thomas] 
Hutchinson  Esq"  for  the  Province  of  the  RIassachusets  Bay;  Roger  Woolcot  Esq™  Deputy  Gov' 
of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  and  Coll:  Stanly  Commiss"  for  the  said  Colony;  and  Thomas 
Lawfrance,  John  Kinsey  and  Isaac  Norris  Esq"  for  the  Province  of  Pennsilvania ;  which 
Credentials  were  severally  laid  before  the  Council.  His  Excell'J'  thought  it  expedient  to  appoint 
two  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  to  confer  with  the  said  Commissioners  touching  such  matters  as 
should  be  thought  proper  for  his  Excell'^''  to  offer  in  his  speech  to  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians  at 
the  publick  interview,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  same  should  be  conducted  and  was  pleased 
*o  nominate  M'  Horsmanden  and  M'  Murray  a  Committee  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered:  that  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  said  Council'  to  inquire  privately  into  the  causes 
of  the  uneasiness  amongst  the  Maquas  this  last  Winter,  and  touching  all  complaints  they  may 
have  to  make  his  Excell'''  &  report  the  same. 

Read  some  heads  drawn  up  by  the  Commiss"  of  Indian  affairs  pursuant  to  His  Excell'^J* 
directions  touching  what  to  be  proposed  to  the  Indians  at  the  Conference. 


At  a  Conference,  between  the  Committee  of  the  Council   and   the   Commiss"  from   the 
neighbouring  Govern"  had  at  Albany  the  seventh  day  of  October  1745. 


Present —     Daniel  Horsmanden 
Joseph  Murray 
John  Stoddard 
Jacob  Wendell 
[Samuel]  Wells 
[Thomas]  Hutchinson 
Roger  Woolcot 

Stanly 
Thomas  Lawrence 
John  Kinsey 
Isaac  Norris 


)  Esq" 
j  Coun 


members  of  the 
ouncil  of  New  York 

Esq"  Commissioners  from  the 
Piovince  of  the  Massachuseta  Bay. 

I  Esq"  Commiss"  from  the  Colony 
j  of  Connecticut. 

>Esq"  Commiss"  from  Pennsilvania 


The  heads  of  matter  proposed  to  be  offered  in  his  Excel!'^'"  speech  to  the  Six  Nations  at  the 
publick  conference  prepared  by  the  Commiss"  of  Indian  afl^airs  at  Albany  Read. 

It  was  moved  by  the  Council  of  New  York  whether  it  were  not  most  adviseable  for  His 
Excellency  to  speak  to  the  Indians  in  (ieneral,  on  behalf  of  tiie  several  Commiss"  for  the  other 
Govern"  now  convened  here,  as  well  as  for  this  province,  for  that  this  method  would  tend 
to  show  the  Indians  the  happy  agreement  and  union  of  these  several  Govern",  and  their 
resolutions  for  their  carrying  on  the  war  in  conjunction,  and  unitedly  to  support  and  prosecute 
the  interest  and  common  onuse  of  all  which  might  have  a  very  good  elffct  with  them,  they 
well  knowing  the  strength  &  abilities  of  the  several  Colonies,  whose  united  force  they  must 
esteem,  is  sufficient  to  strike  a  Terror  into  the  Enemy  ;  and  if  the  Indians  should  be  wavering 
in  their  inclinations  w  th  regard  to  what  part  they  should  take  in  the  war  at  this  time  between 
the  English  and  Fr.'  I.,  they  may  Irom  the  apprehension  of  such  an  Union,  be  determined 
to  join  with  us  as  the  strongest  side.    With  these  sentiments  the  Commiss"  for  the  Massachusels 

'Coraniittflc.  /fiw ■  York  Council  ilmutt;  XXL,  ii.  —  Ko. 
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&  Connecticut  intirely  concurred   and  in   general   the    Commiss"  for   P.nn,il       •       u 
mnjonty  of  the   latter   inti.nnted.  that   as   thev   were    .wT  H    /       P'^""«''van.a ;    but  a 
circumstance  of  affairs  with  respect  to    h.  Z  .  '   considering   the   present 

Exceil.  to  the  Indians  u;:''  that'  c  al  ';. -^wZd  n^ aL""' t,  'T'''  ''  ''''  ''  ''' 

Religious  sentiments  (two  of  these  Con.n.isr"wrrQl;'Xv:h  '^T'l:  '"^  "^'^ 
speak  separately  and  tho'  thev  should  dn  «.  fJ  ,/f  ^''^     ^  '"^^  therefore  should  chuse  to 

of  this  interviel.  by  avoi  i  g  'o  s  v  .111'  T  .'"f '  ''  ^"""^  ''''  •^^'"  '»^-''- 

Excellc.  should  say  t^o  theZ  buUhe  n  er  '  /nf"  7  '  ''"'  ''  "'"''^"  "'■^"  ^'^^  his 
the  union  of  these  severaT  Colonvs  Tr^lV  r"  ?  ^"'  "'^  ''  ''  ^^  "^^^'•^'"g  *»  ^hem 
would  resent  any  injury  It  T  one  of  I  T  "  ""^"'^  "'  ^'^'^  ^^'"^  P""-  ^^^^ 
they  should  say'conierni  rth    G    ferlll  esTt."  n  ""  "'"'"     '^°"°^'^^'  ^^'^^  ^'^"^ 

And  further,  that  they  had        this    iml  '  '^  P""'"""^'^  '"^  ^^^^"^^  '"«  Exceilc. 

province  of  Penn  I    L^  whicl      h ev    ,.d  to  7  ''  ^T  *^""'^'-"  -''^'-e  only  to  the 

necessary  for  those  Commisrr:::^«::::;,rr:-^^^^^^^^^^  ^'^^^  -'^^  "^^de  it 

.^r:^:;::^:Z  ':;S  t^^  •:t^"r1'  ^^^^^^^'^  ^^y  the  commissioners  of  mdlan 
frfm  t  OS    F        h     „         '""'""'  '"  ^."^^  :""'  ^''«  ^'"^  ^"'-^  -"''^  not  obtain  satisfaction 

ti^eir  oirrvLgtvi  ;  ,rre::;:  t:Vr :; tt  "'"T  ^'".  ^^■^^""■^"'^  ^^-^'--«  «^ 
Massachusets  ^ommiss«  ^:uh:::t;;r  hi:  i!^^.  c:;::;^^  Hi:t  th^ ;": 

p  lae  to  mterpose  the.r  endeavours  to  obtain  satisfaction  for  their  breach  &    ssur     ce    from 
I    se  ,n   ,ans  offendmg  w,  this  instance  of  their  preserving  inviolably  a  strickt  neutr  litl  or  tl" 
lu.ure,  t  ,s  was  n.atter  winch  (as  the  case  stoo.l)  would  come  niore  properly  from  1^81  x 
iNat.ons  themselves;  which  reasoning  being  allowe.i  to  be  just  it  was  .ireed  'iC?h  . 
pr^.er  that  his  Kxcell.  should  propose  to  the  Six  Nations  ;o  ta^  at^     ',,  Z:^ 

This  day,  Andries  van  I'atten  oftliB  Tnivnoi.;.,  „r  J  I         •    .     ,    . 
Winter  (which  was  as  prctenH'    the  oci-nsinii  ,.r..  „ i     i    .•  •  /  i"t'ii  uie  last 

•  *>•  the  luJi.ui.  A^n..lW*  Council  At.nulf,,  XM.,  48.  -  Kin 
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Albany  the  8  day  of  October  1745. 

This  morning  the  principal  Sachims  of  the  Tribes  now  met  at  this  place  sent  the  Interpreter 
to  inform  his  Excell'^J'  that  they  would  wait  upon  him  in  tho  evening  in  order  to  lay  their 
grievances  before  him  and  desired  that  nobody  might  be  present  with  his  Excell"^^  but  Coll : 
Stoddard  and  themselves. 

His  Excell'^''  returned  for  answer,  that  he  should  then  readily  hear  what  they  had  to  offer  and 
would  do  them  justice,  but  that  he  had  brought  two  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  with 
him  from  New  York,  who  he  desired  should  be  present  at  this  private  conference. — 


P.  M.  At  a  private  Conference  with  the  Indians. — 

Present — His  Excellency. 
M'  Horsmanden 
M'  Murray 
Coll:  Stoddard, 
and  thirty  three  of  the  Sachims  of  the  Indians,  pursuant  to  their  Message  in  the  morning. 

Arent  Stevens  &  Coenradt  Weiser,  Indian  Interpreters. 

As  his  Excell'^''  had  taken  all  the  proper  steps  he  could  think  of  whilst  at  New  York,  at  so 
great  a  distance  from  the  Indians,  in  order  to  discover  the  true  grounds  of  their  uneasiness,  and 
it  being  rumored  that  they  were  still  dissatisfyed,  notwitiistauding  the  Commiss"  of  Indian 
Affairs  had  been  up  at  the  Mohawk's  Castle  to  inquire  into  this  matter  and  had  reported  that 
they  left  the  Indians  entirely  composed  and  tiiat  they  desired  all  that  was  passed  might  be 
hurried  in  oblivion  and  no  further  enquiry  to  be  made  about  the  Report  spread  amongst  them 
the  last  winter,  that  the  people  of  this  province  had  a  design  to  destroy  tiiem,  for  that  they 
were  convinced  it  arose  without  any  just  Crounds  and  they  gave  no  credit  to  it;  and  his 
Excell'^5'  having  been  informed  several  times  afterwards  that  the  Indians  were  still  uneasy  at 
that  Report,  and  some  of  the  River  Indians  in  May  last  having  delivered  his  Excell'''  a  string 
of  Wampum  from  the  Six  Nations  with  a  message  requesting  to  be  informed  whether  there 
were  any  such  design  as  before  mentioned,  to  which  his  Excell'^''  sent  them  an  answer  by  the 
River  Indians;  nevertheless  his  Excell*''  not  resting  herewith,  but  hearing  that  Coenradt  Weiser 
the  Pensilvania  Interpreter  was  going  up  amongst  the  Six  Nations  about  that  time  to  negotiate 
some  affairs  in  behalf  of  that  Govern',  his  Exciell"'''  was  pleased  to  write  to  Gov'  Thomas  to 
give  instruction  to  said  Weiser  to  inquire  privately  amongst  those  Indians,  and  endeavour  to 
find  out  the  reasons  of  their  late  commotions;  and  Weiser  returning  from  the  Indian  Countrys 
by  way  of  New  York  in  July  last,  reported  to  his  Excellency  the  effect  of  his  enquiry  and 
brought  a  Message  from  the  Mohawks  with  a  string  of  Wampum  addressed  to  his  Excell'^ 
as  foUoweth : 
Brother  the  Gov'  of  New  York. 

We  are  now  reconciled  with  our  Brethren  in  Albany  and  it  was  agreed  that  no  further 
enquiry  should  be  made  or  any  resentment  shewn  for  and  to  the  person  that  sent  us  warning, 
but  our  Brethren  in  Alljany  still  continue  to  nn\ke  enquiry  and  threaten  the  person  if  they 
could  find  him  out.     we  therefore  desire  you  will  order  the  Commiss"  our  Brethren  to  make 
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no  further  enquiry,  for  that  person  that  gave  us  warning;  to  signify  our  request  we  lay  before 
you  this  string  of  Wampum. 

Aaron  Asaragehty  Speaker. 

Notwithstanding  this  message  delivered  to  Weiser  by  the  Mohawk  Sachims  in  full  Council, 
Weiser  reported  further  to  his  Excell'^''  that  a  few  days  after  Aaron  and  another  of  the  said 
people  (meaning  the  Mohawk  Sachims)  informed  him  that  the  matter  with  Albany  people  was 
not  made  up  but  only  by  words  of  mouth,  their  Brethren  never  spoke  from  their  heart  to  them, 
and  therefore  they  (the  Indians)  could  do  no  otherwise  but  speake  with  their  mouth  only  in 
the  last  Council,  the  Friends  of  Albany  people  carried  the  day  but  the  old  cause  that  we  have 
been  cheated  cut  of  our  Lands  still  remains  unsettled. 

As  no  certainty  could  be  drawn  from  these  jarring  accounts  His  Excel^y  was  determined  to 
make  the  best  use  of  this  opportunity,  and  therefore  told  the  Indians  that  he  was  now  resolved 
to  make  strict  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  their  late  uneasiness,  as  it  was  his  resolution  to  do 
them  justice ;  and  notwithstanding  they  had  sent  him  a  string  of  Wampum  by  M'  Weiser  with 
a  request  that  all  that  was  past  might  be  hurried  in  oblivion,  yet  as  their  late  commotions  and 
uneasiness  had  made  so  great  a  noise  in  the  world,  and  reflections  had  been  cast  upon  many 
persons  of  some  figure  in  the  province  as  if  they  had  been  the  authors  or  instruments  of  it. 
His  Excell'^''  therefore  thought  it  incumbent  on  him  as  well  in  justice  to  their  persons'  as  the 
Indians  themselves  to  insist  upon  their  laying  their  grievances  now  before  him,  and  in  that 
expectation  he  returned  them  the  string  of  Wampum  which  Weiser  had  brought  from  them, 
and  gave  them  a  Belt. 

Cannassatego  an  Onondage  Sachim  repeated  to  the  Indians  what  his  Excell'^  had  said  with 
relation  to  the  string  of  Wampum  and  the  reasons  of  his  returning  it,  and  asked  his  Brethren 
whether  they  understood  it  so.     Tlie[y]  answered  they  did. 

Then  Hendrick  a  Mohawk  Sachim  after  a  considerable  pause  said. 

That  Jean  Ceur  (a  French  Indian  who  generally  resides  amongst  the  Sinnekes  one  of  our 
Six  Nations  and  does  us  much  Mischief  amongst  tliem )  told  them  last  fall  that  the  English  had 
sent  to  tiie  Gov"'  of  Canada  to  join  with  tliem  to  destroy  the  Six  Nations  that  they  (the  Indians) 
had  told  Wemp  the  Smith  of  this  to  inlbim  the  Commiss"  of  Indian  affairs  of  it,  and  they  the 
Indians  had  no  answer  from  the  Commiss"  and  the  said  Hendrick  run  on  for  above  an  hour  in 
an  harangue  which  tlie  Interpreter  could  make  little  or  nothing  of,  and  at  which  the  rest  of  the 
Indians  seemed  to  His  Excell''''  and  the  (ientlemen  present  to  be  ashamed,  of  which  opinion 
were  both  the  Interpreters  who  were  better  acquainted  with  the  behaviour  and  the  manners  of 
the  Indians;  and  as  neither  head  nor  tail  could  be  made  of  Ilendrick's  oration,  after  a  long 
pause  and  consultation  of  which  every  one  present  was  tired. 

Cannasatego  said,  'twas  a  matter  required  sober  consideration  and  they  must  take  further 
time  to  consider  of  it. 
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At  Hio  Excellency's  residence  in  Albany  9""  Ocf  1745  in  the  Evening.' 

Present —        His  Excellency 
M''  Horsnianden 
M""  Murray. 
Coll :  Stoddard. 
Arent  Stevens  and  Coenradt  Weiser,  Indian  Interpreters.  And  forty  five  Indian  Sachims. 

Hendrick  the  Mohawk  Sachim  begun  with  reminding  the  Indians  of  what  passed  the  last 
night,  the  string  of  Wampum  relumed  by  his  Excellency  and  the  Belt  given,  and  what  errand 
they  came  now  upon.     Then  he  proceeded  and  said  : 

That  they  were  now  resolved  to  open  their  Hearts  so  that  no  filth  should  remain  within 
them  and  came  to  give  an  answer  to  what  his  Excell'^''  said  to  them  concerning  their  grievances, 
that  they  intended  now  to  declare  the  whole. 

Tho'  they  had  resolved  never  to  discover  the  Man  from  whom  the  alarm  first  came,  yet  since 
their  Brother  was  resolved  to  have  it,  Andries  van  Patten  was  the  Man. 

That  hearing  such  news  and  putting  that  together  about  their  lands  that  they  were  resolved 
to  take  away  their  Lands  that  there  were  persons  that  had  Deeds  in  their  pockets  for  five  or 
six  lots  of  land  and  now  he  has  not  a  dust  of  ground  to  set  his  foot  on. 

That  M'  Collins  surveyed  their  Lands  in  the  dark. 

Complained,  Coll :  Stoddard  was  not  suffered  by  the  Commiss"  of  Indian  Affairs  to  come 
into  their  Country  last  spring  but  they  must  come  to  Albany  to  him. 

They  were  become  the  property  of  Albany  people,  they  were  their  dogs, 

Perhaps  our  Brother  the  Governour  imagined  we  were  thoughtless. 

I  know  (says  he)  and  understand  well  now,  what  passed  of  old;  two  Towns  of  Indians  were 
cut  oft"  near  New  York. 

We  the  Mohawks  are  apprehensive  we  shall  be  served  at  last  as  our  Brethren  the  River 
Indians,  they  get  all  their  lands  and  we  shall  soon  become  as  poor  as  they. 

You  in  the  Broad  way  (addressing  himself  to  Coll:  Stoddard)  have  got  our  lands  and  driven 
us  away  from  Westfield  were  my  Father  lived  formerly,  one  instance.  —  From  ail  these  things 
looking  about  what  has  been  done  at  New  York,  New  England,  Maryland  ettc.  puting  all 
these  things  together  I  concluded  the  news  was  true. 

And  they  speak  this  that  they  may  not  be  brought  into  the  same  condition  as  others  have 
been  before  them  ;  and  truly  we  foresee  that  is  forthcoming,  we  see  that  we  shall  be  brought 
to  the  same  pass. 

This  has  remained  in  our  hearts  for  some  years  and  now  the  Governour  would  have  them 
open  their  hearts,  they  have  done  it,  and  hope  it  will  have  a  good  effect. 

Brother,  continued  he,  when  this  alarm  arose  we  were  glad  and  rejoiced  to  find  we  had 
some  friends  to  warn  us. 

And  we  now  say  as  we  told  Coll:  Stoddard  before,  that  van  I'atten  was  the  man,  who  they 
desired  not  to  be  hurt. 

They  heard,  five  white  persons  had  been  named  [as]  authors  of  the  Report,  The  Minister, 
Interpreter,  Cuyler,  liivingston  Jun',  Nicholas  Bleeker,  these  were  accused  by  White  people, 
the  Indians  never  named  them  or  heard  any  thing  of  them  among  themselves. 
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Johannes  an  Indian  that  lodged  at  van  Patten's  near  Schonechtady  last  winter,  being  present 
(who  Hendrick  said  had  his  information  that  the  Indians  were  to  be  destroyed  from  van  Fatten) 
being  interrogated  sayd  that  van  Patten  spoke  in  Dutch,  and  he  understood  Dutch  living 
amongst  them,  tho  he  can  not  speak  it,  but  nevertheless  his  Negro  wench,  interpreted  it  into 
Indian  language. 

The  question  was  asked  what  van  Patten  did  tell  him. 

The  Man  did  not  answer,  seemed  to  be  stupid,  but  others  Clubbed  their  heads  together  and 
seemed  to  prompt  him,  and  then  he  went  on  with  a  Blind  sort  of  Story  that  van  Patten  told 
him  that  the  people  of  Albany  had  a  design  to  destroy  the  Mohawks  ettc. 

Aaron  another  Mohawk  Sachim  said  (which  it  seems  he  had  never  pretended  to  before)  that 
he  was  by  once,  when  he  heard  van  Patten  tell  Johannes  so.  That  van  Patten  sent  for  him 
(Johannes)  from  the  Mohawks  Country,  van  Patten  told  him  he  must  stay  there,  he  must  not 
go  a  hunting,  and  kept  him  several  days ;  that  van  Patten  asked  Johannes  if  the  people 
(meaning  the  Mohawk  Indians)  were  at  home  whether  one  o;  two  or  three  days  off". — That 
van  Patten  said  there  was  terrible  news,  death  prepared  lor  them,  and  when  they  came  home 
they  were  to  be  cut  off"  by  their  Brethren  the  Dutch ;  tiiat  he  had  been  at  Schenechtady  and 
there  heard  several  people  say  it. 

Johannes  said  he  went  three  several  times  from  van  Patten  to  the  Mohawks  went  to  Aaron 
and  he  went  down  with  Johannis  to  van  Patten  and  heard  the  same  of  him  from  his  own 
mouth  (Arent  understood  Dutch)  and  sometimes  the  negro  wench  put  in  a  few  words  in  Indian 

The  question  was  put  whether  the  GoV  should  send  for  van  Patten  and  Negro  Wench,  at 
which  Hendrick  seemed  much  alarmed  and  in  a  great  fluster,  and  the  Indians  in  general  desired 
that  matter  should  not  be  pressed  any  further. 

From  which  conduct  of  these  Indians  upon  this  occasion,  and  considering  that^  van  Patten 
had  declared  upon  oath  of  his  innocence  with  respect  to  the  charge  against  him  and  the 
favourable  circumstances  appearing  in  his  behaviour  upon  his  examination  with  all  the  air  of 
truth  and  innocence,  his  Excell-^^  and  Gentlemen  present  with  him  concluded  that  the  Report 
spread  among  the  Indians  at  whicli  ihey  pretended  to  be  so  m.uch  alarmed  and  uneasy  was  a 
device  of  their  own  contrivancr  in  order  to  induce  this  as  well  as  the  neighbouring  Govern"  to 
give  them  presents  this  yea'  as  they  did  the  last. — 

Then  tiiey  were  toh'i  '    Made  only  a  general  complaint  about  these  Colonies  taking 

their  lands  and  driving  th-  <  nen  they  sell  their  lands  and  are  paid  for  them.     But  let 

them  name  particular  instanc-  roin^  they  have  been  imposed  upon;  name  the  six  persons 

who  have  deeds  in  their  pocke  .ie>  now  talk  of  and  if  any  injustice  has  been  done  them 

his  Excell''''  would  do  them  right.     They  answered  : 

M'  Collins  measured  land  for  Phillii)  Livingston  (meaning  the  Councillor)  which  he  has  not 
paid  for.  — Abraham  another  Mohawk  said  there  was  a  great  piece  of  Woodland,  near  a  carrying 
place  laid  out  at  the  head  of  Susquehanna  Lake  whicii  was  not  bought  of  them.  His  ExcelK'' 
again  told  them  if  they  would  at  any  time  before  he  left  this  place  mention  all  the  particular 
persons  by  name  who  had  imposed  upon  them  about  their  lands  and  the  places  where,  and  if 
it  did  in  any  thing  appear  that  they  had  been  injured  his  Excel!"'  would  see  they  had  justice 
done  to  them. 

Then  the  Indians  withdrew. 
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Esq"  of  the  Council 


And  his  Excellency  heard  nothing  further  from  them  concerning  their  complaints  about 
their  Lands. — 


Propositions  made  by  his  Excell''y  the  Honb'«  George  Clinton  Esq"  Capt"  General 
and  Gov""  in  Chief  of  the  province  of  New  York  ettc.  to  Five  of  the  Six 
united  nations  of  Indians  viz':  The  Maquas,  Oneydes,  Onondages,  Cayouges 
and  Tuscarores.    At  Albany  the  lO""  day  of  October  1745. 

Pkesent — His  Excellency. 
Phillip  Livingston 
Daniel  Horsmanden 
Joseph  Murray 
John  Rutherford 

The  Commiss"  from  the  Govern"  of  the  Massachusets  Bay  and  Connecticut, 
The  Commissioners  for  Indian  affairs. 

The  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  Albany,  and  several  Gentlemen  attending 
his  Excell'y  and  the  several  Commiss"  upon  this  occasion. 

His  Excell'y  addressed  himself  to  the  Indians  as  followeth : 

Brethren. 

Here  are  present  upon  the  occasion  of  this  interview  Commiss"  from  the  Govern"  of  the 
Massachusets  Bay  and  Connecticut  convened  with  me  on  the  same  righteous  intention  of 
renewing,  brightning  and  strengthning  the  Covenant  chain,  which  has  tied  you  and  His  Britanick 
Majesty's  several  Colonies  on  this  continent  in  the  firmest  engagements  to  each  other,  for 
supporting  and  maintaining  our  common  cause.  Wee  are  glad  to  see  so  many  of  our  Brethren, 
and  we  bid  you  welcome  here,  at  the  same  time  that  we  heartily  condole  the  absence  of  our 
Brethren  the  Sinnekes  and  their  calamity's  which  have  occasioned  it,  may  the  Almighty  comfort 
them  under  their  griveous  afflictions  and  soon  wipe  off"  all  tears  from  their  eyes.  We  do  with 
you  our  Brethren  and  with  you  as  their  representatives,  ratifye  confirm  and  establish  all  former 
engagements  entered  into  by  us,  and  our  Brethren  of  the  Six  United  nations,  and  assure  you, 
that  we  shall  ever  hold  them  inviolable,  and  we  doubt  not  of  the  same  from  you A  belt. 

Brethren. 

The  rumour  which  the  last  winter  gave  an  alarm  to  our  Brethren  the  Maquas,  and  was  from 
thence  spread  to  the  other  Nations,  now  appe,  rs  to  have  been  without  foundation  ;  and  I  can 
not  help  observing  on  this  occasion,  that  you  ought  not  for  the  future  to  suffer  any  such  idle 
tales  to  be  raised  and  propagated  among  you,  as  they  not  only  tend  to  separate  you[r]  and  our 
afl'ections  each  from  the  other,  but  also  to  make  us  jealous  of  our  own  people  without  sufficient 
ground  for  it.  a  string  of  Wampum. 

Brethren. 

It  must  be  further  observed  to  you,  that  we  hear  several  of  the  Chiefs  and  others  of  our 
Brethren  of  the  Six  Nations  havt  contrary  to  our  inclinations,  and  against  our  express  advice, 
had  an  interview  with  the  Gov--  of  Canada  this  summer  at  Montreal ;  and  that  your  pretence 
for  holding  this  correspondence  with  our  declared  Enemys  was  for  the  public  good,  and  the 
preservation  of  the  house  at  Oswego.     To  tell  the  Gov"-  of  Canada,  that  they  must  not  make 
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any  attack  or  attempt  upon  that  place,  for  that  our  Brethren  are  resolved  to  defend  it  and  that  it 
should  remain  a  place  of  peace  and  Trade.  You  declared  that  your  intent  was  good,  and  [that! 
the  Oov  of  Canada  should  never  prevail  upon  you  in  any  thing  hurtful  to  your  Brethren  the 
i.ngl.sh,  who,  you  said,  you  knew  did  not  like  your  going  thither;  that  yet  upon  your  return 
from  thence,  your  Brother  the  Gov'  of  New  York  should  know  all  that  passed  between  you 
and  the  Gov'  of  Canada.  We  will  tell  our  Brethren  what  we  hear  was  done,  whilst  they  were 
with  the  Gov  of  Canada,  and  we  expect  the  whole  truth  from  them  according  to  their  promise, 
and  whether  what  we  hear  is  true  or  not.  We  hear  that  whilst  our  Brethren  were  with  the 
Gov'  of  Canada,  The  French  ludians  took  up  the  Hatchet  against  the  English,  which  we 
believe  to  be  true  for  reasons  you  shall  hear  by  and  by,  and  thereby  the  Treaty  of  neutrality 
concluded  between  you  and  them  is  become  vain.  We  he  ir  likewise  that  our  Brethren  of  the 
Six  Unite.l  Nations  there  present,  were  so  far  prevailed  .;,un  bv  our  Knemies  the  French,  as 
to  accept  of  the  Hatchet  upon  condition  to  carry  it  home  to  their  Castles  to  deliberate  upon 
and  then  to  return  the  Gov  of  Canada  their  answer,  which  ue  cannot  believe  to  be  true  till 
we  have  it  from  our  Brethrens  own  mouth.  We  expect  a  full  and  plain  answer  from  our 
Brethren  concerning  these  matters  that  the  way  may  be  cleared  for  wiping  of  all  stains  from 
the  Covenant  Chain,  and  that  we  may  preserve  it  bright,  firm  and  inviolable  as  long  as  the 
sun  shall  shine.  *  n  ■? 

A  Belt. 

Brethren. 

We  must  now  acquaint  you  of  something  relating  to  the  War,  the  success  of  His  Maj'»»  arms 
against  the  French  in  this  part  of  the  world,  and  the  rise  and  occasion  of  our  attacks  upon  the 
Enemy  in  this  Quarter.    When  you  were  here  last  summer  you  were  told  that  war  was  declared 
between  the  Crowns  of  Great  Brittain  and  France;  the  events  that  have  since  happened  are  to 
numerous  to  relate  particularly.     His  Majesty's  Subjects  in   this  Country,  lay  still  the  last 
summer,  without  attempting  any  thing  against  the  French   settlements,  but  the  French  first 
attacked  and  destroyed  a  small  place  belonging  to  us  called  Canso  about  25  leagues  from  Cape 
Breton.     Afterwards  they  laid  Siege  to  Annapolis  Royal,  but  therein  they  proved  unsuccessful. 
They  then  agreed  to  make  another  Tryal  for  that  p'  tee  the  next  spring  and  in  the  mean  time 
they  sent  to  France  hopeing  to  obtain  some  of  the  thing's  Ships  to  facilitate  the  reduction  of 
it.     They  haveing  proceeded  thus  far  M'  Shirley  Gov'  of  Massachusets  Bay  thought  it  high 
time  to  do  something  to  curb  the  insolence  of  that  haughty  people  and  did  therefore  raise  a 
small  Army,  which  was  joined  by  a  number  of  Men  from  the  Govern"  of  Connecticut  and 
New  Hampshire,  and  sent  them  early  last  Spring  against  I.ouisbourg.     They  were  likewise 
joined  by  a  number  of  his  Maj'>«  ships  of  war,  and  after  about  seven  weeks  siege  that  important 
and  strong  fbrlifyed  place  was,  thro'  the  goodness  of  divine  providence  delivered  up  to  our 
forces.     Whereupon  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Island  of  Cape  Breton,  together  with 
those  that  were  settled  in  parts  adjacent,  surrendered  themselves  prisoners  to  the  English. 
And  during  the  Siege,  and  since  many  French  Ships  were  taken  and  divers  of  them  of  great 
value  ;  and  the  design  of  the  French  against  Annapolis  Itoyal  was  frustrated.     We  have  in 
this  part  of  the  Country  lain  still  both  the  last  summer  and  this,  hoping  that  our  neighbours 
in  Canada  would  either  be  quiet  or  carry  on  the  War  i-i  a  manly  and  Christian  like  manner. 
And  to  induce  them  thereto,  a  message  was  sent  from  this  place  to  the  Gov'  of  Canada  the  last 
Summer,  by  which  he  was  assured,  that  if  he  should  revive  their  former  vile   practices  of 
treating  his  Maj"-'  subjects  inluimanly,  the  several  Governours  together  with  the  Six  Nations 
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would  join  and  make  reprisals  on  them.     And  at  the  same  time  you  publicltly  declared,  that 
if  any  of  his  Mnj'J'''  subjects  in  any  of  his  Govern"  siiould  be  killed  by  any  Indians  you  would 
immediately  join  in  the  war  against  them  and  the  French.     You  likewise  sent  your  Delegates 
last  summer  to  the  Eastern  Indians  to  warn  them  not  to  engage  in  the  War  against  the  English, 
threatning  them  in  case  they  should  do  so.     Notwithstanding  these  things,  divers  hostilities 
have  been  committed.     Some  months  ago  the  Eastern  Indians  who  had  formerly  acknowledged 
their  subjection  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Brittain,  entered  into  solemn  engagements  with  the 
Kings  subjects,  and  had  been  since  treated  by  them  with  great  kindness;  but  at  the  instigation 
of  the  French  they  have  lately  killed  one  Englishman,  and  also  great  number  of  Horses  and 
Cattle,  burnt   a   Saw  Mill  &  many   dwelling   houses   and    attacked    an   English    Garrison. 
Notwithstanding  such  outrageous  insults  the  Gov  of  Massachusets  Bay  was  so  tender  to  them 
that  he  resented  it  no  further  then  to  send  a  Message  to  them  demanding  the  delivery  of  the 
Murderers  as  they  would  avoid  the  consequences  of  their  neglect.     Tiiis  proposal  was  rejected 
by  them,  and  since  that  time  they  have  killed  two  or  three  others,  whereupon  the  Gov'  of  the 
Massachusets  declared  war  against  them;  and  we  are  informed  the  English  have  lately  killed 
two  of  them  and  taken  another  prisoner.     About  three  months  since  some  of  the  Canada 
Indians  killed  two  Englishmen  near  Connecticut  River,  the  body  of  one  of  them  was  treated 
in  a  most  barbarous  manner,  by  which  they  left  a  hatchet  of  war,  thereby  daring  us  to  take  it 
up,  and  return  it.     There  has  likewise  been  several  other  partys  that  have  attempted  to  distroy 
His  MiijV"  subjects  of  New  England,  but  have  been  hitherto  prevented.     These  facts  plainly 
shew,  that  the  French  are  still  acted  by  the  same  spirit,  that  they  were  formerly  governed 
by,  and  they  seem  never  pleased  but  when  they  are  at  War,  either  with  the  English  or  some 
of  the  Tribes  of  Indians,  and  if  they  had  it  in  their  power,  they  would  doubtless  distroy  all 
about  them.     It  is  likewise  evident,  that  the  most  solemn  and  sacred  engagements  are  broken 
thro'  by  those  Indians  that  have  committed  the  late  Mi-rders.     That  Belts  of  Wampum  will 
not  bind  them  to  the  performance  of  their  promises.     That  we  are  slighted  and  you  condemned,* 
as  though    they  thought  you  not  worthy  to  be  regarded.     The  Six   Nations  were   formerly 
esteemed  powerful  and  your  neighbouring  Tribes  stood  in  fear  of  you ;  but  now  the  French 
and  their  Indians  by  the  little  regard  they  have  to  your  threatnings,  or  to  the  covenants  they 
have  made  with  you,  do  declare  that  they  think  you  do  not  intend  to  perform  what  you  have 
threatened,  or  that  they  do  not  fear  your  displeasure,  both  which  do  reflect  equal  dishonour 
upon  you.     It  is  high  time  for  us  and  you  to  exert  ourselves  and  vindicate  our  honour,  and 
although  it  is  well  known,  that  we  delight  not  in  the  distruction  of  our  fellow  Creatures,  but 
have  chosen  rather  to  suffer  ourselves  to  be  abused,  yet  we  can  not  think  ourselves  obliged  any 
longer  to  bear  their  insult  and  evil  treatment.     Therefore  since  neither  our  peaceable  disposition 
nor  examples,  nor  any  methods  we  have  been  able  to  use,  have  been  sufficient  ?o  prevail  upon 
them  to  forbear  their  Barbarous  treatment  of  us,  but  they  will  force  our  resentments.     In  the 
name  of  God  we  are  resolved  not  only  to  defend  ourselves,  but  by  all  proper  ways  and  methods 
to  endeavour  to  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  misuse  and  evil  entreat  us,  as  they  have  heretofore 
done,  and  we  doubt  not  of  your  ready  and  chearful  concurrence  with  us  (agreable  to  your 
solemn  promise  made  in  this  place  last  Summer)  in  joining  with  us  against  our  Enemies  the 
French  and  such  Indians,  as  are  or  shall  be  instigated  by  them,  for  we  esteem  them  Enemies 
to  God  as  well  as  to  all  their  fellow  Creatures,  who  dwell  round  about  them.— 

A  large  Belt  with  the  figure  of  a  Hatchet  hung  to  it. 


'  contemned,  JV«ui-  For*  Couneil  Minutti,  XXI.,  65.  —  Kd. 
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Brethren, 

The  publick  aflairs  of  my  Govern'  have  prevented  my  meeting  you  sooner.    I  was  apprehensive 

I  should  not  have  been  able  to  meet  you  this  fall,  and  it  was  determined   upon  a  sudden  so 

that  there  could  not  be  timely  notice  sent  to  the  rest  of  His  Mnj'>'  Govern"  or  I  doubt  not 

they  would  likewise  have  sent  Commissioners  to  be  present  at  this  interview.     We  are  all 

subjects  to  the  same  prince,  united  in  the  same  bonds  of  duty  and  allegiance  to  the  Great  King 

6ur  Common  Father,  and  in  friendship  and  nffection  to  each  other,  and  in  this  union  consists 

that  strength,  that  makes  us  formidable  to  our  Enemies,  and  them  fearful  of  our  resentments. 

We  are  all  un.ted  w.th  you  in  the  same  covenant  chain,  which  as  long  as  we  preserve  it  free 

from  rust   must  remain  impregnable  ;    and  you  on  your  parts  have  declared   that  you  will 

preserve  U  so  strong  and  bright  that  it  shall  not  be  in  the  power  of  the  Devil  himself  with  all 

h>s  V.les'  or  arts  to  break  or  dirty  it.     You  are  also  united  with  all  the  Far  Nations  of  Indians 

.n  league  wuh  our  great  King,  with  whom  we  reconm.end  to  you  to  preserve  strict  friendship 

and  hold  frequent  correspondence  ;  that  you  yourselves  ( who  n.any  of  you  live  scattered  and 

dispersed)  should  dwell  „,  bo.lys  closer  together  as  you  have  heretofore  promised  to  do.     And 

we  advise  you  to  keep  your  young  Men  at  home  and  within  call,  excepting  such  as  may  be 

sen    from  t.me  to  time  a  hunting,  or,  against  our  Enemies,  and  you  may  depend  upon  the  most 

ready  and  eflectual  assistance  from  us  in  all  times  of  danger.  A  Bel 


Answer  of  the  six  Nations  (except  the  Sinnekes  who  are  absent)  to  His  Excell'r 
George  Clinton  Esq"  Gov^  in  Chief  of  the  province  of  New  York  ettc.  and 
the  Commiss"  of  the  Colonies  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  and  Connecticut. 
At  Albany  the  12""  day  of  October  1745. 

Brother  Corlaer  and  Brethren  of  the  Massachusets  Bay.  Pennsylvania  &  Connecticut 

Two  days  ago  our  Brother  Corlaer  and  our  Brethren  of  the  Massachusets  Bay  &  Connecticut 
speake  to  us  and  now  we  are  come  to  give  our  answer.  You  must  [not]  expect,  that  we  can 
answer  exactly  to  the  several  heads  you  mentioned  to  us  but  only  to  the  principal  Articles 
You  have  renewed  the  old  Covenant  Chain  and  we  do  now  renew  the  same  on  our  parts;  it  is 
impossible  that  it  can  ever  Rust  for  we  daily  wipe  off  the  dirt  and  keep  it  clean  which  we  will 
ever  continue  to  do.  a  if  u    i  xxr  '"'<'«'" 

A  Belt  of  Wampum. 

Brethren. 

You  thought  fit  to  mention  to  us  that  there  had  been  an  uproar  among  us  last  Winter,  and 
old  us  that  we  ought  not  to  entertain  any  such  notions  of  you  our  Brethren,  especially  as  we 
had  no  grounds  for  any  such  belief.  It  is  true  Brethren  such  a  Humor  was  among  us,  but  it 
was  nnmed.ately  hurried  and  forgot,  and  we  did  not  expect  that  our  Brethren  would  have 
mentioned  any  thing  concerning  that  affair  to  us  at  this  Interview,  and  we  desire  you  to  think 
no  more  of  it;  we  are  also  mindful  of  the  Covenants  between  us  and  our  Brethren  and  here 
IS  a  certificate  («)  to  prove  that  we  are  in  covenant  with  our  Brethren  of  Boston.- 

A  String  of  Wampum. 

'  Wiles.  Nea-Vork  Council  ifinultt,  XXI.,  67.  —Ed. 

(a)    (A   Certificate  dated    lat   AuKuut   1744.    delivered  bv   iren,li-i..t    ,v,ti,    .1        .  ■  <•  nr 
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Brother  Corlaer  and  Brethren  of  the  Massachusets  Bay  and  Connecticut. 

You  speak  to  us  concern'-ig  our  goinsf  to  Canada  this  summer,  and  told  us  that  the 
Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs,  had  hast  Winter  enjoined  us  not  to  go  there,  but  some  of  us 
went ;  as  to  what  you  tell  us  that  we  had  taken  a  Belt  from  the  Gov'  of  Canada  whereby 
he  desired  us  to  take  up  the  Hatchet  against  you  our  Brethren  and  that  we  promised  him  to 
consider  of  it  at  home,  it  is  not  so.  All  that  passed  there  the  Mohawks  and  Tuscarores  ha.e 
given  the  Commissioners  of  Indian  Afliiirs  an  account  of  at  their  return  and  we  are  convinced 
that  that  account  is  true.  A  Belt  of  Wampum. 

Brethren. 

You  have  thought  fit  to  relate  to  us  several  particulars,  concerning  the  war  between  you  and 
the  French,  and  what  reasons  you  had  for  taking  up  the  Hatchet  against  the  French  and  their 
Indians.  We  thank  you  forgiven'  us  a  particular  account  of  the  provocations  and  inducements 
you  had  for  declaring  war  against  them,  you  also  mentioned  to  us  that  we  are  one  Body  and 
one  Flesh;  and  that  if  one  of  us  is  touched  or  hurt  then  the  other  is  so  likewise,  and  you  have 
informed  us  that  you  are  molested  and  attacked  by  the  Enemy  and  had  therefore  tak^m  up  the 
Hatched  against  them  and  desired  as  we  are  one  Flesh  with  you,  that  we  would  also  take  up 
the  hatchet  against  the  French  and  those  Indians  under  tlieir  influence  ;  in  conjunction  with 
you  we  the  Six  Nations  accept  of  the  Hatchet  and  will  keep  it  in  our  bosom.  We  are  in 
alliance  with  a  great  Number  of  Far  Indians  and  if  we  should  so  suddenly  lilt  up  the  Hatchet 
without  acquainting  our  allies  with  it,  they  would  perhaps  take  offence  at  it.  We  will  therefore 
before  we  make  use  of  the  Hatchet  against  the  French  or  their  Indians,  send  four  of  our  people 
(who  are  now  ready  to  go)  to  Canada  to  deniiind  satisfaction  for  the  wrongs  they  have  done 
our  Brethren  and  if  they  refuse  to  make  satisfaction,  then  we  shall  be  ready  to  use  the  Hiitchet 
against  them,  whenever  our  Brother  the  Gov'  of  New  York  orders  us  to  do  it. 

A  Belt  of  Wampum 

His  Excell'''  asked  them,  what  time  they  thought  necessary  to  try  whether  the  French 
Indians  would  make  satisfaction. 

The  Indians  answereil,  two  months. 

His  Excell'^J'  asked  them  that  if  in  case  the  Enemy  should  commit  any  further  hostilities  in 
the  mean  time,  whetlier  they  would  then  upon  his  Excell' '  coiunuuids  immediately  make  use  of 
the  Hatchet. 

They  answered :  yes. 

Here  the  Indians  requested  his  Excell'^^  that  as  they  iiad  giveing  the  war  shout  upon 
delivering  the  hatchet  to  them  that  these'  Brethren  would  now  signify  their  approbation  o(  this 
article  in  their  usual  method.  Whereupon  His  Excell'''  and  iiuwl  of  the  company  joined  ia 
shouts  with  three  huzzas. —  [excepting  the  MassaciiusetN  Commissioners] 

('onuiiiMionarn  B|i|iuliite<l  by  llint  (iovernt  to  treat  witli  tlioeiijlit  Natioiiw  arriviil  nl  liufitoii  25tli  June  1744.  Imd  lit  noviTftl 
CciiifiTi'iiCfH  wiili  (iovr.  Cdiiiuil  mill  A»iiomljly  loiilirmeil  tlw  Tri'Slim  iiiit'lc  with  thiit  (iiivcrniiicnt  mul  |mrliiiiliiily  tlic  liiiit 
Kiiiiiiiiir  itt  Alliiiny  iiml  hail  priiceciliil  on  a  vuyiif;e  ami  liail  iiu  intcrviuw  witli  tlio  KdhIitii  Iniliniia  iiinl  fnilliftilly  iK'i|uiUi'i| 
tlii'iii«i'lvi-ii  ill  i!iijiiy|ii|iii){  iliiiin  to  muinuiii  pi'acti  witli  tliu  Kii|{liiili  ituil  wuriiiii);  tliuni  uf  tlic  i'oii!K'i|ui'iicee  of  lliuir  violutiiig 

till'  Ulllll). — 

'giving.  A'tw-1'urk  Vuuncil  Minutet,  XXL,  67.  *  tlitir.  Ibid,  bi. —  Ku, 
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Brethren. 

You  desired  us  that  we  should  gather  together  our  people  who  are  scattered  and  settle  in  a 
Body,  especially  as  it  is  very  uncertain  how  soon  we  may  have  occasion  for  them;  your  request 
IS  very  reasonable  and  we  will  use  our  endeavours  to  that  end. 

Brethren.  ^  ^^'^  "^  Wampum. 

We  have  now  finished  our  answer  and  have  nothing  further  to  say  but  only  one  request  to 
rnake  to  you  a  1,  which  is  that  you  our  Brethren  should  be  ail  united  in  your  Councils,  and  let 
tins  Belt  of  Wampum  serve  to  bind  you  alltogether.  And  if  any  of  you  have  any  thing  of 
importance  to  communicate  to  us  this  is  the  place  where  it  should  be  done. 

Ti  r  ^  ^"'^  of  W.impum. 

Here  a  note  of  approbation  was  given  by  the  Interpreter  by  his  Excell^*'  directions  for 
New  \ork  Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania. 

Brethren. 

Trade  was  the  first  occasion  of  our  entring  into  alliance  together,  and  from  time  to  time 
goods  have  been  sold  dearer  to  us,  and  we  have  several  tin.es  desired  that  the  price  of  goods 
should  be  lower  and  more  n.oderate,  but  could  never  get  a  satisfactory  answer,  and  now  we 
take  this  opportunity  to  desire  our  Brother  Corlaer  himself  and  the  Commiss"  of  the  several 
I  rovinces  to  take  it  into  their  consideration  that  goods  may  be  sold  cheaper  to  us,  for  how 
shall  we  do  now  we  have  taken  up  the  Hatchet,  we  have  no  powder,  hall  nor  cloalhes,  people 
that  go  to  war  ought  to  be  [well]  provided  with  amunition,  this  is  the  last  time  that  we  shall 
speak  upon  this  head,  if  we  do  not  succeed  now.  a  Belt. 

His  Excell'^  answered  them,  that  he  would  do  his  utmost,  that  goods  should  be  sold  them 
as  cheap  as  they  could  be  afforded,  but  that  the  price  of  goods  depends  upon  the  scarcity  or 
plenty  of  them,  and  as  it  is  now  war,  goods  are  scarce  and  consequently  dear  and  that  they  shall 
be  furnished  with  powder  and  amunition  upon  occasion. 


His  Excell'* »  further  Speech  to  the  Indians. 
Brethren. 

I  have  some  presents  which  shall  be  ready  to  deliver  you  at  this  place  an  hour  hence. 

Wince  there  are  none  of  our  Brethren  the  Sinnekes  here  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  be  so  just 
to  them  in  the  distribution  as  to  set  apart  and  reserve  their  siiare  lor  them  and  take  care  it  be 
delivered  to  them. 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  see  so  many  of  our  Brethren  at  this  Meeting  and  I  have  taken 
care  hitherto  for  your  l{efresluneiit  and  hospitable  entertauiment,  I  hope  you  have  wanted  for 
nothing,  and  I  doubt  not  but  the  Commissioners  of  the  other  Covern"  will  now  do  their  parts 
towards  you,  till  your  return  home.  I  shall  provide  all  necessaries  fbr  your  journey  from 
hence  to  Wcheneclady. 

I  have  been  detained  here  several  days  longer  than  I  should  have  been,  had  not 
Commissioners  from  several  other  Covern"  attended  at  this  interview  which  of  course  will 
make  the  presents  fall  so  miiih  shorter. 

1  recommend  to  you  that  you  take  care  there  is  no  mischief  done  in  your  way  home. 
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I  recommend  it  to  your'  Brethren  the  Maquaa  to  enquire  i.^to  certain  complaints  of  some 
injuries  done  to  Farmers  living  at  Canajoherie  and  to  see  that  Justice  be  done  and  no  mischief 
committed  for  the  future. — 

Memorandum. 

That  the  Commissioners  for  the  Massachusets  Bay,  upon  the  Indians  delivering  the  fourth 
Article  in  their  answer  to  the  Article  of  Ills  Exceil^^'  speech,  proposing  to  them  their 
engageing  in  the  wars,  rose  up  and  publickly  declared  their  dissatisfaction  at  the  Indians 
answer,  and  insinuated,  as  if  some  endeavours  had  been  privately  used  by  some  people  of  this 
Province  to  prevail  on  the  Indians  to  give  that  answer  for  that  (as  they  said)  they  knew  the 
Indians  were  well  inclined  to  have  entered  into  the  war  immediately,  and  cast  some  reflections 
upon  the  people  of  Albany,  as  if  this  answer  was  given  by  their  perswasion,  who,  the  Commiss" 
of  the  Massachusets,  said,  they  well  knew  were  not  inclinable  that  the  Indians  should  enter 
into  the  war  at  all.  And  as  to  their  obtaining  satisfaction  of  the  French  Indians  for  the 
hostilily  by  them  committed,  what  satisfaction  could  they  expect  from  them,  perhaps  a  bundle 
of  deer  skins,  or  some  such  trifling  consideration,  so  that  at  this  rate  thev  were  likely  to  carry 
on  the  war  by  themselves,  which  they  believed  was  contrary  to  His  Maj<>"'  intentions,  and  their 
Govern'  would  take  care  to  represent  this  matter  home. 

His  Excell'^  in  answer  thereto  observed  that  the  conduct  of  the  Massachusets  Commissioners 
was  what  he  was  much  surprised  at  in  the  face  of  the  Indians,  at  a  season,  when  he  thought  it 
behoved  us,  (and  'twas  the  intention  of  this  meeting  as  he  understood )  to  shew  that  these 
Colonies  were  all  united,  and  were  determined  to  join  their  forces,  and  utmost  strength  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  War  and  maintenance  of  the  common  cause;  and  if  a  neutrality  could  be 
strictly  observed  by  the  Indians,  he  understood  hitherto  that  this  was  what  would  answer  the 
wishes  of  every  Colony,  and  that  of  this  opinion  was  M'  Shirly,  after  the  hostility's  committed 
upon  the  borders  of  his  Govern'  — upon  which  occasion  he  wrote  to  his  Fxceii^'  requesting 
him  to  send  his  orders  to  the  Commissioners  and  instruct  them  to  send  a  message  to  the  Six 
Nations  fortiiwith,  and  to  acquaint  them  of  the   infraction  of  the  neutrality  by  the  French 
Indians,  and  that  it  should  be  demanded  of  the  8ix  Nations,  to  dispatch  Deputys  to  Canada 
in  order  to  obtain  a  satisfaction,  that  so  the  treaty  of  neutrality  might  inviolably  be  observed 
for  the  future;  and  that  his  Kxcell^v  had  immediately  pursuant  thereto,  sent  bis  orders  to  the 
Commiss"  of  Indian  Afliiirs  at  Albany,  though  it  happened  at  that  time  to  be  notorious,  that 
many  of  the  heads  of  the  8ix  Nations  were  then  gone  to  Canada  upon  an  interview  will,  the 
Fr  ..rh  Governs  and  several  of  them  were  engaged  (according  to  promise)  to  return  thence  by 
way  of  Albany  to  give  the  Commiss"  an  Ac'  of  their  negotiations  with  the  French  part  of 
their  errand,  being  (as  the  Indians  assured  the  Odicer  at  Oswego)  to  tell  the  Gov'  of  Canada, 
he  must  make  no  attempts  upon  that  pla. ,  ,  for  that  the  Six  Nations  were  resolved  to  defend 
it.  and  the  Commissioners  at  Albany  at  the  time  of  such  his  F.xcell'"  orders  as  aforesaid,  were 
in  daily  expectation  of  the  return  of  the  Indians  from  Canada  by  way  of  Albany,  and  as  the 
Commiss"  wrote  to  his  Excell'^  in  answer,  they  thought,  that  considering  the  importance  of 
tiie  Message  to  he  delivered  to  the  Indians,  it  would  be  the  best  opportunity  of  delivering  it  to 
them  personally,  and  they  should  at  the  same  time  be  belter  able  to  judge  of  their  present 
disposition  alter  their  interview  with  the  French  Gov^  but  before  'twas  possible  for  the  Six 
Nations  to  have  sent  to  Canada  and  have  obtained  the  fruits  of  such  an  endeavour,  the  Govern' 

•  onr.  Am-rurk  Council  Minutu,  XXI.,  68.  —En. 


\ 


LONDON  DOCUMENTS :    XXVII, 
_  oUo 

of  the  Massachusetshad  declared  War  acainst  thp  Fr»nni,  t„j- 

to  hia  Excell.  considering  Cov'  Sl.r.eyf;:;:!?:;:!!!'^"^'  ""^'  ""  -tter  of  surprise 

At  a  Council  held  at  his  Excellency's  residence  in  Albany  the  14'^  October  1745. 
TKESENr-His  Excell^r  the  Hon""  George  Clinton. 

M'  Livingston,  M^  Horsmanden.  M'  Murray.  Capf  Rutherford 

of  the  block  houses  upon  the  Frontiers  of  New  Kn!  '       ,  .  '''""  "^'^"  "P°"  °"« 

appeared  by  a  letter  fro.  Zach  a  F  1  dtl  f  ^i  'w".,  T''?'"r'  ^"'  '"'"'"^  "« 
Esq"  at  Albany  ^one  of  thn  rnm„,;  ""^^'^  '^'^f"  ^apt"  Wells  and  inclosed  to  John  Stoddard 
and  are  as  foIloVeth  ^"-"'-^n-^)  h  Ephraim   Williams,  which  letters  were  read 

Read  a  letter  from  Zachariah  Field  to  Captain  Wells  dated  Northfield  12  October 
New  e";:?  '""'  ''''  '''  ^-^"  '^'  »"-^^'^  a  settlement  on  tJe  Zers  .^ 

da;:  :::t;:;:i:rr;e;;:r  '--'^^ ''-''-'"'"''  ^'°^^-^  Es,«of  thesame 

and  Councl  [th.s     morn.ng  upon  the  subject  matter  of  the  above  letters. 

Jc:::cz  ::r  "r  "r:^"c:::  rr  r'"i  T-r^ ''-'-'  '^  "'^  ^-^"^^ 

Forts,  and  in  regard  the  8ix  N.ttonso    I    .  ''^'^  ^''^-nns  have  now  attacked  the  King's 

Excell-  speech  now  m  Imo  ^h  m  h  .v  I'  \  "'  """"  ''  ^'"  '"""^  ''''''*'  "'   '''« 

Frmuier,  „r  N„w  Kn.lJJl     ,":,''  ,,   ^  '"''"""  I"' ™"""i"i"g  l.o.lilily,  „p„„  ,|,e 

n.ai„.tIli,M„i"i,l  ,     ,  ,         "'"'"  """'  ""yf""!'"  I'»»>ilily.  .I...ul,l  I,..  oBir.d 

:fH':'r„":,i'^,„x? :;:;:.'  ^zTi  r;:"rr'"»"">-  »"•■ •  «...„.,..„„„, 

W™  cn„„„iMr,l  a.  „..,r,      I  J     „    7  "'"'  "'"'  "'  '"'""'  '""'''">■•  ''"''  "»" 

Kx»„.,  u,.,.  H»  :;:,T  ;;  ,r;r:;;;;r;,:::  ;'■«  ■■'^•i  ^'-;«. -  -.--.i  m. 

i.l„.,e.liau.|v  to  fall  „,.„„  ,1,-  F„,.„,„  "!  ,  ,,      I.          !       *'"    '"■  '"'''■™  '"  'I'"  '^i"  Naliol,. 
.1.1.  A „i,io„  n„a        .  ta"        ^r    \    ',.   r"''''"'''  """"""■'"  " "  <■'-"'"  '""" 

»"i;:;:-  •;-■  --■r^. .tr:::;:^;::;^;:;^::::::;-; :,:,',:  ■""-"  -- 

-i™iy...  ,i,e  Ma,:,s  ;,;^' ;;;:;': 'V'°' r  ":■''■• ""-  "i-- 

N.W  lo,k  .  l,„„l,..,  „  ..„.  „„„„„,,  ,|,i.  ,„„„„  ,„„,„j  ,,_,  |^.j  ^^^^^^  _^^^  ^^^^^^^^^^^  ^^  m 
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they  may  make  provision  for  such  an  event ;  that  proper  Fortifications  may  be  immediately 
erected  upon  our  Northern  Frontiers  to  which  at  present  the  Six  Nations  are  our  only  barrier, 
and  should  our  Indians  be  withdrawn,  are'  out  settlements  would  be  naked  and  utterly  exposed 
io  incursions  and  insults  of  the  Enemy;  and  his  Excellency  v  ould  not  consistently  with  the 
security  of  this  Province  (as  matters  were  now  circumstanced)  engage  the  Indians  in  the  war, 
at  this  critical  time,  till  proper  measures  can  be  taken  to  put  this  province  in  a  better  condition 
of  Safety.— 

That  this  Province  was  at  all  times  at  an  anual  expence  to  secure  these  Nations  in  the  British 
interest  as  well  in  peace  as  war,_  well    knowing  that  if  they  are  our  friends  they  are  our 
securest  Barrier- 
That  the  other  Provinces  never  took  notice  of  them  but  in  time  of  war,  excepting  upon 
some  extraordinary  emergency  respecting  the  particular  instance  of  their  respective  Colonys. 

Moreover,  it  did  not  appear  by  the  express  whether  this  was  a  formidable  Army  or  of  w'  at 
number  it  consisted,  for  it  was  probable  it  was  no  more  than  a  small  flying  party  who  would 
soon  retire  after  doing  some  little  Mischief. 

Considering  the  time  this  fresh  hostility  was  committed  it  did  not  come  within  the  words 
or  meaning  of  this  Treaty,  for  'twas  before  the  Indians  had  given  in  their  answer  to  his 
Excell'^'  speech. 

'Twas  observed  that  the  Six  Nations  had  now  said  in  answer  to  His  Excell'^'''  proposition  to 
them  concerning  their  engaging  in  the  war  that  they  were  in  alliance  with  a  great  number  of 
Far  Nations  of  Indians,  and  if  they  should  so  suddenly  lift  up  the  Hatchet  without  acquainting 
their  allies  with  it  they  would  perhaps  take  ofi'ence  at  it,  that  'twas  probable  many  Indians  of 
the  Six  Nations  were  at  this  time  in  the  Enemies  Country  and  might  remain  there  some  time 
if  they  have  not  notice  of  such  an  event,  and  'twas   most  reasonable  there   should   be  time 
allowed  for  calling  them  home,  and  thereby  preventing  their  falling  a  sacrifice  to  the  Enemy. 
But  though  it  must  be  allowed  the  Six  Nations  are  more  immediately  under  the  inlluence  of 
the  Govern"  of  Mew  York  as  being  constantly  in  their  pay  at  a  very  great  expence  as  well  in 
peace  as  war,  yet  the  Council  conceived  'twas  most  just  &  reasonable  and  a  duty  incumbeni 
on  every  Colony  to  assist  each  other  not  only  in  ease  of  attack  made  by  the  Enemy  upon  any 
of  us,  L'lt  likewise  to  join  in  any  well  concerted  scheme  for  t''e  annoyance  of  the  common 
Enemy,  as  the  same  is  also  most  agreable  to  the  Royal  orders  concerning  the  present  War, 
nevertheless  they  could  not  advise  his  Fxcell*^'  to  take  such  measures  at  this  instant  as  the 
setting  on  the  Indians  to  war  immediately  as  things  are  thus  circumstanced,  but  rather  thought 
it  ndviseable  as  the  Assembly  were  now  sonu  to  be  sitting  that  there  should  be  tiie  concurrence 
of  the  whole  Legislature  upon  a  matter  of  so  great  moment. 

Which  was  agreed  to  by  the  Board,  then  the  Commissioners  were  called  in  and  ac(iuainted 
with  the  above  opinion  and  resolution. 

His  Kxcell'"''  however  told  the  Commissioners  though  he  could  not  immediately  give  orders 
to  the  Indians  to  engage  in  the  war.  nevertheless  he  would  give  them  assistance  by  immediately 
detaching  a  party  of  the  Militia  at  the  expeiice  of  this  Province. 

The  Commissioners  took  an  hour's  time  tc  consider  of  this  proposal  and  said  at  their  return 
tliat  they  could  not  accept  of  the  Militia  for  they  believed  'twas  only  a  small  party  that  l>y  that 
time  was  gone  off;  so  that  nothing  but  his  Excellency's  orders  to  the  Indians  to  join  in  the 
war,  and  to  go  with  the  Massa(;husfts  (.'ommisnioners  immediately  and  thereby  be  withdrawn 
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ent  them,  for  they  see 
their  Govern'  would  represent  this  matter  home 

from  the  Record  in  Ifac-York  Council  Minutes, 


from  our  Frontiers  would  content  them,  for  they  seemed  to  depart  with 
tlidt  their  Govern'  would  represent  this  matter  home. 

NoTi_The  word8  within  bracketein  the  preceding  Document  are  added 
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some  sort  of  threatnings 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  DuJce  of  Newcastle. 

[  New-Tork  Papers.  ( 8.  V.  Q. )  ix,,  257.  ] 

My  Lord. 

Since  I  had  the  honour  to  write  to  Your  Grace  of  9vi.   T„i,r  i    .    i  t 
make  a  voyage  to  Albany  to  attend  nn  i  I    J    ^    ^'^'  ^  ''''''"  ^"""  "'^"ged  to 

to  establish  tlm  more  wl;mvrttpr^^  "  r    '^'  "^'^  ""tions  of  Indians,  in  or^er 

thro'  the  influence  and  aTu;;:e'on. 'l  Pre;!;;    '"  '""^  """="  '''''  ^^'^  '"^^'^  *«  -olt. 

cl^.:^tl^:::::::^]XTt''  '^^--T'^-^  ^^^  ^^-  Massachusets  Bay. 
M-Oesty,  their   r.^Z:^  2^)^  "r"-  ^^^^  ^on.nn  .^^U  „,e.  in  behalf  of  I^ 

i..rorm„l  the  ,..^M:.n.,.  will,  , ,..   n  „  "         I  .  '"'"  """  '"''■''"'"■'  '"'  '  '"'' 

will,  ,l,„  l,„li,„„  ,„  u,i« I;,,,,,,,  ,,„H,v     ,    „!L!     ..S"","  -y  "™--"».i.  at  large 

I  nm  extremely  concerned  to  see  the  dispatch  of  publick  business  so  greatly  nedected  bv  fb« 

"r'i::i;':,!;7::;;:::i;::;::-,-.:::ri'7 r™"""'"'""'-''-°"" 

will  i..v,.r  b,.  oll,„rwi„.  i  ,„•  1  ,,'  '^  "'""«"  '"  '""'"I"!""'!!  «  Ooveri,'.  il 

-y-ir.  i.y  a «an m;,,':;:.;  ';:  , :  ""i;;;;;;;;::,,";::;;',,;''":::''' ;■  u '"- " 

Crown,  and  of  such  levHIinLr  nrinci..l..«   "/ "'^'    «""-^''  '""I  J-'^lons  of  the  power  of  the 

Vol.  VI.  jjjj  ' 
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to  His  Majesty,  and  his  service.  I  have  taken  unwared  pains  to  that  end  tho',  hitherto  to  little 
purpose;  and  I  find  that  neither  dissolutions,  nor  fair  means  can  produce  from  them,  such 
effects,  as  will  tend  to  a  publick  good,  or  their  own  preservation;  They  will  neither  act  for 
themselves,  nor  assist  their  neighbours,  altho'  I  liave  constantly  laid  before  them  His  Maj'''' 
Royal  orders,  and  instructions,  transmitted  to  me  from  time  to  time  by  Your  Grace  since  the 
commencement  of  the  War,  as  also  the  frequent  applications  made  to  me  by  Governour  Shirley 
and  M'  Warren,  for  assistance  of  men,  provisions,  and  mony,  in  mai[n]tenance  of  the  late 
expedition  against  Cape  Breton,  and  for  the  protection  of  Louisbourg  since  reduced  to  the 
obedience  of  His  Maj"" ;  to  all  which  they  have  paid  no  greater  regard  than  voting  ^6000  this 
currency  to  that  service,  without  any  other  assistance,  and  even  that  was  more  than  I  could 
well  expect,  as  few,  but  hireling,  have  a  seat  in  the  Assembly,  who  protract  time  for  the  sake 
of  their  wages,  at  a  great  expence  to  the  Province,  without  contributing  any  thing  material  to 
its  welfare,  credit  or  safety. 

It  is  now  become  clear  to  me,  that  unless  the  Legislature  at  Home  does  take  cognizance  of 
their  disobedience  and  indolence,  and  enjoin  them  to  a  more  submissive  behaviour  to  His  Maj'J" 
Royal  orders  and  instructions,  I  have  poor  hopes  of  succeeding  in  any  affair,  tho'  ever  so  well 
concerted  for  His  Maj'''  service  and  the  security  of  the  Province. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  inclose  Your  Grace  some  Messjiges  I  sent  to  the  Assembly,  since  my 
speech  to  them  of  the  25.  June  last,  to  which  they  have  not  given  the  'east  attention,  except 
their  enabling  me  to  go  to  Albany,  when  the  conceived  the  frontiers  in  the  most  imminent 
danger,  although  it  has  been  the  constant  practice  heretofore  in  time  of  War  for  the  Governour 
to  meet  the  Indians  once  a  year,  when  the  Province  was  much  less  able  to  be  at  the  charge. 

1  have  been  endevouring  to  set  on  foot  a  scheme,  and  to  engage  the  Province  therein,  for  the 
reduction  of  a  Fort  at  Crown  point,  posessed  by  the  French  in  the  Indian  Country,  which  is  a 
very  great  annoyance  to  our  frontiers,  and  had  in  pursuance  thereof  sent  up  six  pieces  of 
Cannon  of  IS  pounders  with  carriages  and  a  proportion  of  powder,  ball,  match  and  other 
implements.  It  is  well  they  are  gone,  for  to  my  great  concern  (and  what  1  have  so  often 
represented  to  the  Assembly  would  be  our  fate)  I  received  an  account  the  lO""  inst:  by  express 
from  Albany,  that  a  party  of  French  and  their  Indians  had  cut  off  a  settlement  in  this  province 
called  Saraghtoge  about  lifty  miles  from  Albany,  and  that  twenty  houses  with  a  Fort  (which 
the  publick  would  not  repair)  were  burnt  to  ashes,  about  thirty  persons  killed  and  scaiped  and 
about  sixty  taken  prisoners. 

Upon  receipt  of  this  news  I  sent  the  Assembly  another  Message,  who  have  paid  but  little 
regard  thereto,  except  their  voting  an  inconsiderable  sum  towards  building  a  small  Fort  in  the 
frontiers  to  be  garrisoned  with  some  Militia  ;  atui  have  pleaded  an  adjournment  for  a  fortnight, 
upon  account  of  the  small  pox  prevailing  in  this  Cily,  and  that  they  may  return  home  to  settle 
their  affairs,  and  such  of  them  as  are  Colonels  of  Militia,  to  make  proper  regulations  in  their 
Regiments,  for  the  defence  of  the  respective  Counlys,  as  we  hear  the  Knemy  is  still  in  the 
Country,  to  which  I  was  advised  by  my  Council  to  consent. 

lu  the  mean  time  I  have  done  evtry  thing  in  my  power  for  Ilis  Maj'''"'  service  and  have 
detached  two  of  His  Maj'>'  companys  of  Fusiliers  to  Albany,  and  given  orders  to  march 
detachments  of  the  militia  as  a  further  security  to  that  City.  I  have  also  given  orders  to  the 
>Si\  nations,  of  Indians,  to  take  up  the  hatchet  against  the  Knemy,  but  unless  the  Assembly 
will  conie  nito  ways  and  means  lo  join  our  neij^lihours  to  attack  the  Knemy  in  their  settlements, 
I  can  not  answer  for  tiie  safety  of  this  province  under  its  present  circumstances.     I  have 
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discharged  my  duty,  and  do  refer  Your  Grace  to  th.  „r.       r 

they  have  done.  '"  ^^^  proceedings  of  the  Assembly  for  what 

I  am  with  the  greatest  of  regard 
My  Lord 

New  York  SO"-  Nov'  ^°"'"  ^'^'^^^  ™08t  obedient  and 

1745.  "lost  humble  servant 

„.    ^  ,  (signed).  G.  Clinton. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Loi'ds  of  Trade. 

[  New-York  Paport,  Bundle  Og.,  No.  154.  ] 

My  Lords. 

to  a  resolve  of  a  verv  extrnnr.?i„.r        .        ^^sembly  had  adjourned  to  17"-  Dec'.     They  came 
.1  very  extraordinary  nature  the  29"»  Nov  viz' 

"^'2lC:ha:".;."r:;.  :■„"::  .^;t;L  ei"  iv*-  -'  --^'^  °^  '^^^ 

"  i«e»ur.  for  our  own  drfe," e    "r  tZ  ZZ  r     ^  "°"°"'  '"  '""^  '"""""l-l- 

;;  "»•>  acacking  .„o  K„oa„  ,  „„„  ,„„.  ,1  L  ""      :  ^;  ""^  '^  "•»  •''"™-8 

"  unanimous  r«olution  of  lliis  Houso."  ""'  P"''"'"  »"'' 

'-coming  a  time'of  common  In'         nl  wth  ^  'l  '""Tr  "'T''^'  ''""'  "•'•^^'  ^^""  '^  ^^1'-' 
might  have  ended  in  the  confusi'.l^h: Vl^y       '  ""'  '"  ''"  ^''^""^'^  «'"  ^'^  ^'-vince'.  as 

^^X£^^lJ2:rZ;!Z^:7^::^'^  ^-"  .^^^  ^-^-^"^  -"-  ^-.y  meant 
be  advis..d  (for  the  safety  of  the  Co^y^tn't.:";  .>:;:"'"•  "  '  "?"^'  '"  '"^  '"'-""> 
sud.  powers  were  not  meant  l-v  their  r'i  ive     t  lu  '""  '        "''"'  ''''''  ''"'^"••-^• 

services,  unless  they  were  previously  ae,„aint:d  tl,er::i.h        '  '"'"'"  ''  ""^"''^  ""^  -^" 

s.;":Z:-:;:ii;::-;^— ^^  -;|'   --utions  to  raise 

•"•y  further  descents  of  the  Knemv  into  th        pZ.  f"'''R'''7n..g  Govern")  to  discourage 

in'orming  ,hen,.  that  I  had  great  n        .         ,,,^         TV"  T   "''  ""'  '  "'"^  ^'"""  »  '^^--«e 

Province  were  very  formidia.le.    "         a  ;    S:!'  u,'"^'  'T''  "'  '"  ''"-"^  "^^--^  tl's 

Massachusets  Govern'  recommended  by  t        t  e  .       'i:    '  """"^^  ""^'^'  ^'^  '""  ''^  '"'' 

y  iiitir  Assembly,  for  the  annoyance  of  the  Enemy  ia 
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their  own  Country;  and  as  in  strictness,  I  think  my  recommendations  (by  advice  of  His  Maj'^'* 
Council )  sufficient  for  their  guide,  yet  I  have  constantly  waved  all  ceremony,  and  laid  before 
them  every  paper  and  letter  touching  the  designs  and  conduct  of  the  Enemy  as  an  inducement 
to  their  more  ready  adhering  to  such  measures  as  would  tend  to  the  general  good  of  this  and 
the  neighbouring  Govern";  and  notwithstanding  the  unhappy  people  in  the  Frontiers  have 
mostly  left  their  settlements  and  effects,  and  fled  to  the  City  of  Albany  for  refuge,  the  Assembly 
has  not  come  to  any  resolution  for  their  protection  or  any  thing  else  since  they  met,  except 
their  voting  150  pounds  for  building  a  Fort  in  the  frontiers  burnt  down  by  the  Enemy. 

I  must  own,  these  sort  of  representations  are  vexatious  to  me.  and  I  doubt  not,  disagreable 
to  Your  LordPP';  but  the  duty  and  affection  1  owe  to  His  Majv  obliges  me  to  acquaint  you  with 
every  neglect  of  the  Assembly,  relating  to  the  security  of  this  Province  since  the  commencement 
of  the  War,  and  more  pirticularly  now,  as  it  has  been  attacked  by  the  Enemy;  and  such  like 
disasters  may  reasonably  issue  every  day,  as  we  are  [in]  no  condition  of  defence.     I  am  ettc 

N.  York.  18  Jau'y  174f .  p,    p, 

"  (j.  Clinton. 

P.  S.  I  have  transmitted  to  Your  Lord^P'  the  Act  of  the  Province  printed  with  the  Seal 
affixed,  which  I  conceive  will  answer  the  end  of  engrossement,  as  frequent  casualtys  have 
attended  their  commg  to  your  hands  since  war  was  declared  by  France.  Should  this  method 
be  thought  agreable  to  Your  LordP"',  You  will  please  to  signifye  Your  approbaf  thereof. 


Lords  of  Trade  to  Governor  Clinton. 

[  New-Tork  Knlr1e«,  M.,  29T.  ] 

To  the  Hon'''''  George  Clinton  Gov'  of  New  York. 
Sir. 

Since  our  letter  to  you  of  the  2S'*  of  June  1745  We  have  received  Yours  of  the  19'"  of  Janry 
1741,  10*  of  June,  two  of  the  25'"  of  July,  30'"  of  Nov'  and  IS'"  of  Janry  174^ 

In  your  letter  of  the  10'"  of  June  1745  You  acquaint  us  with  your  having  dissolved  the 
Assembly  on  account  of  their  unwarrantable  proceedings,  and  in  that  of  the  25'"  of  July  that 
you  had  hopes  that  the  new  one  would  answer  Your  expectations  seeming  as  you  say  there  to 
be  of  a  better  Disposition  towards  business.  We  are  therefore  sorry  to  find  by  Complaints 
against  them  in  Your  letter  of  the  30"'  of  November  following  that  you  have  since  had  reason 
to  alter  Your  opinion  in  that  particular,  as  it  is  a  disappointment  to  you  and  may  be  attended 
with  bad  consequences  to  His  Majesty's  Affairs. 

It  is  certainly  high  time  to  make  effectual  provision  for  the  Security  of  the  Province  when 
the  Indians  have  begun  to  commit  hostilities  upon  the  Frontiers. 

You  have  done  your  du'y  in  using  Your  best  endeavours  in  induce  the  Assembly  thereto,  tho 
they  have  not  as  yet  seconded  these  good  intentions  of  Yours  in  the  manner  they  ought,  yet  as 
It  appear,  by  Your  letter  of  the  30<"  of  Nov'  that  they  have  voted  a  small  sum  towards  building 
a  Fort  upon  the  Frontiers  We  hope  they  may  be  yet  further  prevailed  upon  to  concur  with  you 
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in   those   things   w'"  you  shall  judge  necessary  for  the  publick  Service  and  the  Safety  of 
the  Government. 

At  the  same  time  we  are  pleased  to  find  that  they  were  not  backward  in  exerting  themselves 
in  the  common  cause,  but  shew'd  a  proper  Regard  to  His  Majesty's  service  by  furnishing 
assistance  towards  the  Expedition  to  Cape  Breton. 

We  have  laid  before  His  Grace  The  Duke  of  Newcastle  Extracts  of  so  much  of  one  of  Your 
letters  of  the  26>''  of  July  as  relates  to  the  Encroachments  of  the  French  and  the  necessity  of 
the  Governments  sending  You  over  an  Engineer  to  repair  the  Fortifications  of  Your  Province ; 
and  as  much  of  the  other  of  the  same  date  as  relates  to  Vessels  built  by  the  French  upon  the 
Lake  Cadaracqui  &  the  methods  you  propose  for  putting  a  stop  to  their  encroachments. 

In  the  Postscript  to  Yours  of  the  IS'"  of  Janry  last  you  acquaint  us  that  you  have 
transmitted  the  Printed  Acts  of  the  Assembly  of  Your  Province  with  the  seal  affixed  thereto, 
which  you  conceive  will  answer  the  End  of  Engrossment,  and  desire  our  opinion  thereon,  as 
they  are  authenticated  under  the  Seal  of  the  Province,  We  doubt  not  but  they  have  been 
examined  &  if  for  the  future  you  certify  by  your  own  hand  that  they  have  been  passed  by  you, 
we  are  of  Opinion  it  will  answer  the  end  of  Y'  Instructions,  So  we  bid  you  heartily  farewell 
and  are,  •' 

Your  very  loving  friends 

and  humble  Servants 

MoNSON 

„, R.  Plumer 

Whitehall  J    Pj^^ 

"^^y  1^"  ^'^^  B.  Levkson  Gower. 

P.  S.  We  must  desire  that  you  will  for  the  future  constantly  send  us  together  with  the  i^cts 
passed  in  Your  Government,  Your  Observations  thereon  &  Your  reasons  for  passing  them  as 
you  are  directed  to  do  by  Your  Instructions. 

MoNSON. 


<  ■■  »  II  » 


Gova'nor  Clinton  to  the  DuJce  of  Newcastle. 

[Ncw-Tork.  (S.  p.  0.)  X.,3«.] 

My  Lord.  ^'^'^  ^°^^  ^^"'  *^""^  ^~*^- 

I  must  always  acknowledge  with  a  great  many  thanks  the  many  favours  I  have  received  from 
your  Grace  and  particular  the  last  in  obtaining  for  me  this  government,  tho'  it  has  fallen  far 
short  of  what  it  was  represented  in  regard  to  the  support  of  a  Governor,  and  to  the  climate, 
which  has  been  fatal  to  one  of  my  family,  nor  have  I  or  any  of  the  rest  enjoyed  any  share  of 
health  since  we  have  been  in  the  Province.  I  am  obliged  to  send  my  son  out  for  change  of  air, 
he  having  had  an  ague  &  feaver  for  aiiove  thi.  ten  months,  which  has  wore  him  to  nothing. 
Therefore  I  am  become  a  petitioner  in  behalf  of  my  self  and  family,  to  beg  of  your  Grace  to 
get  me  his  Majesty's  leave  to  come  to  England  for  the  recovery  of  my  health,  having  very  much 
enipaired  my  hearing  and  eye  sight. 
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and  took  t  for  granted  tins  present  expedition  would  follow,  and  from  some  hint  I  had  from 
home   I  d.d  not  th-nk  I  should  have  failed;    but  tho'  I  did  not  obtain  it,  I  hope  when  I    av^ 

eave  to  return  to  England  that  the  Lords  of  the  admiralty  will  appoint  me  some  command  o 
come  home  w,th  from  hence,  as  I  take  it  for  granted  ships  will  be  going  home  in  the  fal  ;    s 

hey  nppo.nted  Comm.dore  Knowles  a  command  to  bring  himouttohfs  government.  This 
home  whf.hTI  Graces  assistance  in,  as  it  may  be  a  chance  of  making  some  little  profit  going 
WcTace  "'  "  "PP-'-i'y  of  doing  here ;   but  intirely  submitt  every  thing  to 

I  am  with  the  greatest  respect 
My  Lord 

Your  Graces  most  obedient 

Hio  n,^^.  rv  I       r  ivT  ,  humble  servant 

H.s  Grace  Duke  of  Newcastle.  ^^,^^^,  ^         ^^  ^^^^^^^^ 


Governor  Clinton  to  tlie  Duke  of  Newcastle. 

[New-York.  (8.  P.  O.)  X.,  86.] 

My  Lord 

I  have  the  honour  of  your  Grace's  letter  of  the  g-  of  April  la^t.  acquainting  me  with  Hi. 
Majesty  s  roya  orders  touching  an  expedition  for  the  immediate  reduction  of  Canada. 

am  perfectly  glad  to  hear  that  such  measures  are  taken,  and  I  do  assure  your  Grace  that 
noth.ng  shall  be  wantmg  on  my  part  to  promote  the  success  c  f  it.  I  am  taking  the  necessa  y 
&  most  speedy  steps  for  ra.smg  men  for  that  service,  and  I  wi.sh  I  may  meet  with  such  aid  iZ 

c'JlTTvu  .'  '7"'";"  f ''"  "'*^^P'^^  '^"""^^'  '"^'  '  -"-'  help  acquainting  your 
Grace  that  altho'  the  Counc.l  and  Assembly  have  declared  th.r  joy  &  loyalty  in  their  adcfr.sses 
to  my  speech  upon  the  occasion,  yet  I  have  already  discovered  they  did  not  speak  with  tl  e 
hearts,  and  are  evading  to  provide  materials  which  will  be  absolutely  wanting  to  t^nnsport 
such  troops  as  can  be  raised  within  this  Province,  into  the  enemy's  country,  because  they  are 
not  expressly  ordered  so  to  do,  by  Your  Grace's  letter.  ^ 

I  must  observe  to  Your  Grace  that  I  shall  meet  with  great  dinicultys  in  providing  arms  and 
clothmg,  there  bemg  a  very  great  scarcity  of  both  articles  here,  occasioned  by  the  loss  of  three 
of  our  trade  sh.ps  to  England ;  and  what  part  of  them  can  be  had.  will  come  extremely  dear. 
However.  I  shall  ,io  for  the  best  for  His  Majesty's  interest  and  service. 

Your  Grace  has  been  pleased  to  acquaint  me  that  a  number  of  blank  Commissions  will  be 
sent  by  lie  next  conveyance,  with  which  I  may  hope  for  His  Majesty's  instructions  how  I  am 
to  pay  the  Ofhcers  &  men  that  enter  upon  this  service. 

Pursuant  to  your  Grace's  orders  I  have  directed  a  message  to  be  sent  to  the  Six  Nations  of 
In.  .a„s  and  all  o  hers  .n  alhance  v.ith  then,  (w-  are  very  numerous)  to  meet  me  at  Albany  the 
20...  of  next  n,on  h  I  have  likewise  wrote  to  the  Governments  of  the  Jerseys  an.i  Pensylvan  a 
to  send  all  the  figh:  ng  Indians  from  their  governments,  to  Albany,  on  tli  occasion  fa,^ 
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as     th.nk  w.ll  be  usefull.  to  engnge  them  to  take  part  in  this  expedition  ;  since  M'  Shirley,  a 
well  as    .  apprehend  the  success  of  the  whole  attempt  will  greatly  depend  upon  their    2  n" 
us      Wherefore  I  hope  to  accomplish  an  event  thro'  them  w-  may  greatly  facilitate  the 

::::::t^;::^::z;';^-' '  -'-'  '^  -'-  ^  — -^  -  ^--  -p^-  «^^  -easu^: 

I  am  with  the  greatest  respect 
My  Lord 

New  York  ^°"'  Graces  most  obedient 

12«'"Junel74G  ,  .     ''""^ble  Servant 

(signed)         G.  Clinton 

P.  S.  I've  inclosed  my  speech  to  the  Council  &  Assembly,  w-  their  addresses  to  me  on  the 
occasion  of  this  Expedition 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  &•=  &'  &' 


Govei'nor  CHnion  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  New-Tork  Papen,  Dundlo  Og.,  No  IS8.  ] 

My  Lords, 

I  have  th«  honour  of  your  Lonip-s  favour  of  SS-  January  174;^  acquainting  me  with  the 
complamts  of  Mon'  do  Cersdoff,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  his  Moravian  BreU.ren  in  this  I'rolce 
touching  an  Act  passed  in  Sept'  1744  for  securing  his  Maj'^'  (Jovern'  of  New  York 

rursuant  to  Your  Lord...  desire  I  h.ve  inclosed  a  report  of  a  Committee  of  Council  upon 
that  subject  matter  of  your  letter,  to  which  1  beg  leave  ,o  refer,  and  hope  it  will  prove  satisfactory 

1  am  perfectly  sorry,  that  the  Secretary  omitted  writing  to  Your  LordP-,  with  the  Acts  you 
mention  to  have  received;  at  that  time  I  was  in  a  hurry  to  go  for  Albany,  and  depended  upon 
his  care  of  transmitting  the  Acts  properly,  neither  did  I  conceive  any  of  those  Acts  of  such 

z^lI;:;:,::^^^"'  "^^^^" ' ""  "^^  '-'-^ ''-'  ^"^^  -^ '"°-  ^^^-'-'^  --  - 

I  am  extremly  obliged  to  Your  Lord-P'  for  the  part  you  have  taken  in  M'  Bayards  appointment 

, T   t    .'  ^Z       '  '  'r  """"'  "^  '"""^"""^  '"^  ">■■''  P-P-«'  «"d  he  was    worn  and 
qualified  the  9"'  instant  and  took  his  seat  accordingly.— 

I  have  very  lately  received  his  Maj'.-  commands,  touching  an  expedition  for  the  immediate 
reduction  of  Canada,  whereupon  I  have  called  together  the  Assembly,  and  sha.I  by  ZnZ 
opportunity  more  particularly  acquaint  Your  Lordpp-,  wif.i  what  proceedings  occur  upon  the 
occasion,  and  what  has  passed,  since  my  advices  to  you  of  the  30-  Nov'  and  18  Ja7  1  st 
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being  now  very  busy,  in  endscivouring  to  execute  his   Majesty's  orders  on  the  part  of  the 
province  in  this  extraordinary  enterprize.     1  am  with  very  great  respect 

My  Lords, 

Your  LordPi"  most  obedient 

humble  servant 
New  York  21.  June  1746.  G.  Clinton 

P.  S.  I  have  but  just  time  to  inclose  my  speech  to  the  Council  and  Assembly  with  their 
addres-es  to  me  on  the  occasion  of  the  Expedition. 


.<.■»■■» 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Duhe  of  Newcastle. 

[New- York.  (8.  P.  0.)  IX., 47.] 

My  Lord.  (Duplicate) 

The  variety  and  multiplicity  of  business  which  have  been  thrown  upon  me  by  several 
unexpected  incidents  since  I  received  the  honour  of  His  Majesty's  commands  by  your  Grace's 
letter  of  9""  April  last,  had  so  much  employ'd  my  time  that  I  am  thereby  (together  with  a 
present  indisposition  of  body)  disabled  to  digest  an  account  of  my  Administration  since  that 
time  into  such  method  and  distinctness  as  is  proper  to  lay  before  Your  Grace;  but  I  have  sent 
materials  for  that  purpose  to  M'  Guerin,  who  with  the  assistance  of  my  Secretary  M'  Catherwood 
(being  well  acquainted  with  my  affairs)  will  be  enabled  to  do  it,  and  to  lay  before  your  Grace 
at  a  proper  season  an  account  of  the  present  state  of  this  Province  and  of  the  Forces  which 
rendevouzed  at  Albany  and  are  now  in  the  frontiers  of  this  Province;  and  I  must  beg  of  Your 
Grace  to  receive  from  M'  Guerin  such  accounts  as  he  shall  find  necessary  to  lay  before  you 
from  the  memorials  which  I  send  him. 

As  a  faction  was  formed  in  this  Province  to  distress  me  in  the  execution  of  my  duly  for  Ilis 
Majesty's  service  by  which  the  expence  to  the  Crown  in  the  expedition  ag'  Canada  has  been 
much  increas'd  beyond  what  would  have  happened  had  not  the  Assembly  been  diverted  by  this 
faction  from  the  hearty  inclinations  they  at  first  discovered  in  taking  upon  themselves  as  large 
a  share  of  the  expence  attending  this  expedition  as  the  circumstances  of  the  Province  can 
bear;  and  as  many  other  inconveniences  have  arisen  and  may  daily  arise  from  the  infiuence  of 
that  faction,  I  find  it  necessary  to  give  a  check  to  the  power  and  growth  of  it.  For  which 
purpose  among  other  things  I  must  request  that  His  Majesty  will  please  to  remove  Daniel 
Horsmanden  from  His  Majesty's  Council  of  this  Province,  and  that  James  Alexander  be 
restored  to  his  place  and  rank,  which  he  formerly  held  in  His  Majesty's  Council  of  this  Province, 
which  was  that  next  to  Cadwallader  Colden.  The  reasons  for  my  desiring  M'  Horsmanden  to 
be  removed  are,  his  being  the  chief  contriver  and  actor  in  that  faction,  and  being  likewise  of 
no  estate  in  the  Country  and  much  in  debt,  whereby  he  may  be  too  much  exposed  to 
temptations,  when  the  secrets  of  the  Council  are  (at  this  time)  of  great  importance.  The 
reasons  formerly  for  removing  M'  Alexander  from  the  Council  are  a  long  time  ceased,  so  far 
that  His  Majesty  some  years  since  has  restored  him  to  his  seat  in  the  Council  of  New  Jersey, 
where  1  am  well  assured  he  has  been  of  considerable  use   to   His    Majesty's   service,   and 
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particularly  ,„  what  was  done  in  New  Jersey  towards  the  expedition  ag'  Canada.  He  eniovs  a 
pieut.lull  estate  in  this  Province  and  resides  in  it.  and  I  know  no  man  in  it  of  greater  abilities 
or  onger  experience  in  publick  atfairs,  capable  of  serving  His  Majesty  and  of  giving  a  check 
to  that  dangerous  faction.  If  your  Grace  shall  think  it  necessary  to  be  further  informed  of  the 
characters  of  these  two  gentlemen,  W  Guerin  will  be  enabled  to  do  it  from  the  memorials  I 
send  him. 

1  must  likewise  inform  Your  Grace  on  this  occasion  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  assistance  I 
received  from  M'  Golden  at  this  time  I  had  in  a  great  measure  been  disabled  by  that  faction, 
in  performing  the  necessary  services  His  Majesty  has  required  of  me  in  the  expedition  ng' 
Canada  and  ,n  he  good  government  of  this  Province,  and  therefore  I  think  it  will  contribute 
to  His  Majesty  s  service  if  he  shall  be  pleased  to  appoint  Cadwallader  Golden  Lieutenant 
Governor  o  this  I'rovince.  He  is  now  the  first  in  the  Council,  and  the  Administration  (as 
there  is  no  Lieutenant  Governour  here)  devolves  on  him  in  case  of  my  death  or  absence.  His 
obtaining  this  commission  will  be  of  use  to  me.  some  reward  to  him  for  his  past  Services,  and 
may  prevent  inconvenient  sollicitations  on  that  head. 

I  !mve  been  under  a  necessity  of  drawing  bills  to  a  considerable  value  for  the  regaining 

wtleTi^    r  "•  "''  ""  "— ^y---  ■•"  the  expedition  ag' Canada,  otherwise 

the  whole  of  t.  so  ar  as  was  to  be  carried  on  by  the  forces  which  rendevouzed  at  Albany 
must  have  failed  I  transmit  the  Accounts  thereof,  and  I  hope,  by  Your  Graces  goodness,  the 
bills  will  be  paid,  in  justice  to  the  persons  who  have  paid  mony  on  the  credit  of  them  and  for 
encouragem'  of  others  who  from  the  credit  which  the  government  will  hereby  establish,  may 
be  induced  to  advance  money  on  any  future  occasion  of  the  like  nature. 

The  government  of  this  Province  is  laid  under  the  greatest  diflicultyes  by  the  Assembly's 
assuming  to  themselves  the  sole  power  of  judging  of  the  merit  of  all  the  King's  servants  and 
of  their  rewarding  them  (or  their  services ;  which  the  Assembly  has  carried  to  so  great  a  heig  h 
that  several  officers  who  while  they  faithfully  supported  the  prerogative  &  the  King's  authority, 
either  cou  d  obtain  no  salary  or  reward,  or  had  their  u  .al  salary  curtailed,  'and  now  b'; 

TZVrfrT'  TT  '^"'"''"'^  °'  ^'"  ''''  --titution  of  this  goverment.  not  only 
obtau  their  ull  salarys  but  likewise  extraordinary  gratuitys.  and  this  a  Gov'  must  comply  with 
annually,  or  he  and  all  the  officers  however  faithfull.  must  go  without  any  kind  of  support. 
The  bad  effects  of  this  popular  influence  have  most  remarkably  appeared  at  this  time  and  Lay 
in  time  prove  dangerous  to  His  Majesty's  Authority,  not  only  in  this  Province,  but  in  all  the 
other  Colonys,  as  the  example  in  this  government,  immediately  under  the  Crown  and  where  a 
Governour  in  Chief  resides,  must  have  the  strongest  influence,  in  this  case,  on  the  others. 
I  must  therefore  humbly  propose  to  Your  Grace  that  the  Quit  Rents  of  this  Province  be 

to TIss::    :  tr  °'"f-  "''r  ^"^  '^  ^'^  '^'^  ^^  thelromee  often  become  obnoxio 
0  an  As  embly.  &  for  rewarding  them  for  particular  services;  otherwise  it  will  be  impossible 
for  any  Governour,  in  the  present  state  of  this  Province  to  obtain  that  influence  which  is 
requisite  in  good  government. 

On  this  occasion  I  think  it  incumbent  on  me  to  inform  your  Grace  that  if  a  Salary  b« 
annexed  to  the  Commission  of  Lieutenant  Governour,  it  may  on  several  accounts  be  useful, 
even  in  the  time,  that  a  Governour  in  Chief  resides  here,  as  thereby  the  dignity  of  the  Offic 
can  be  better    ept  up  and  he  by  his  residing  at  Albany  and  taking  care  of  the  Indian  Affid 
be  of  considerable  service;  in  which  case  M'  Golden  may  be  of  more  use  than  another,  as  it  i 
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known  that  he  has  particularly  apply'd  his  thoughts  to  the  Indian  Affairs  ;  but  this  salary  can 
only  be  obtain'd  out  of  the  Quit  Rents. 

When  in  consequence  of  my  treaty  with  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  I  had  sent  out  several 

partys  to  harrass  the  French  in  Canada  and  to  make  reprizals  for  the  barbaritys  committed  on  our 

frontiers,  one  of  these  partyes,  which  brought  up  eight  prisoners  and  four  scalps  from  within  a 

few  leagues  of  Montreal,  tliinking  tliis  a  proper  occasion  to  have  their  complaint  heard,  came  two 

hundred  miles  from  their  own  habitations  to  present  a  petition  to  me,  against  Philip  Livingston 

[Secretary]  for  Indian  Affairs  and  Henry  Barclay  their  late  Minister  now  Rector  of  the  Chureh 

in  this  place.     This  1  promised  to  lay  before  His  Majesty,  knowing  too  well  they  cou'd  not 

find  relief  in  this  place.     At  the  same  tim"  T  received  a  Memorial  from  William  Johnson, 

whom  1  have  appointed  Colonel  of  the  Warriours  of  ii;e  Six  Nations,  informing  me  of  a  meeting 

that  was  to  be  this  winter,  of  several  Indian  Nations  at  Onondaga,  some  of  which  were  lately 

in  alliance  with  the  French.     I  did  not  think  it  proper  to  lay  this  Memorial  before  the  Assembly 

in  order  to  obtain  their  assistance  in  sending  persons  to  assist  and  take  care  of  the  British 

Interest  at  that  meeting,  but  have  chosen  rather  to  send  Col.  Johnson  at  the  charge  of  the 

Crown,  who  has  on  many  occasions  distinguished  himself  by  his  zeal  and  ability  in  serving  his 

Majesty  among  the  Indians;  because  I  suspected  the  Assembly  would  insist  on  sending  persona 

from  Albany  in  whom  I  cou'd  not  confide.     M'  Guerin  will  he  able  to  inform  your  Grace  of  the 

particulars  which  oblige  me  to  this  conduct,  and  which  are  too  long  to  insert  here.     I  shall 

only   add  that  I  think  it  necessary  for  retaining  the  affections  of  the   Indians  that  Philip 

Livingston  be  removed  from  the  office  of  Secretary  for  Indian  Atfairs,  as  he  has  principally 

been  the  occasion  of  the  disaffection  that  for  some  years  past  has  appear'd  among  the  Indians. 

I   transmit   an    Address   from    the   Governour   Council   and    Assembly   of    this    Province, 

congratulating  His  Majesty  on  the  victory  obtain'd  by  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  over  the 

rebels,  and  in  thanks  for  undertaking  an  expedition  ag'  Canada. 

Notwithstanding  the  many  obstructions  I  met  with  to  fuilill  His  Majesty's  Commands  in 
regard  to  the  Expedition,  I  have  been  able  to  raise  sixteen  Companys  for  that  service,  who  are 
all  assembled  in  tiie  frontiers,  &  having  join'd  the  four  independent  Companys  thereto,  I 
divided  them  into  two  Battalions,  with  two  Lieutenant  Colonels  and  two  Majors  under  my 
command;  and  as  M'  Gooch  declined  serving  on  the  Kxpedition,  upon  my  leavin:^  Albany,  I 
gave  the  command  of  this  Regiment  and  all  the  troops  from  the  Southern  provinces  to 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Roberts,  formerly  an  Kxon  in  the  Horse  Ciuards,'  and  now  of  the  first 
Battalion,  who  has  behaved  extremely  well  and  preserves  a  good  command,  and  I  beg  leave  to 
recommend  him  to  your(Jrace  for  his  Majesty's  favour,  as  also  Colonel  Johnson  who  commands 
the  Indian  Warriours;  his  Services  having  been  very  imminent  for  the  good  of  'he  common 
cause  ng'  the  French,  and  has  run  great  hazards  of  loosing  his  life  by  the  tJcverncur  of 
Canada  offering  a  reward  for  his  scalp.     1  am  with  the  highest  respect.  My  Lord 

Your  Graces  most  humble 
New  York  and  most  obedient  servant 

9"'  December  1740  (signed)         (J.  Clinton. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  &.'  &.'  &,' 

'  II.'  liaj  heart  a  Cornrt  of  Horn*  iit  the  noceuinn  of  Oeornc  the  First,  ami  w««  ciuinfcti'il,  liy  hiii  flrot  mrirriaK<-,  *■"  tli"  f'«rl 
of  Halifax,     ilis  st-iiina  wifo  WM  111 .  Jmiijlitor  of  Itie  \U,iMv.  Fmnclt  irarriton  of  Iba  Council  of  NuwYork.  Smith.  —  Ki>. 
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Petition  of  Moluiwh   Warriors  to  Governor  Clinton. 

[  New-Vork.  (  8.  P.  O. )  X.,  tS7.  ] 

''"'chSrf 'p"''  E'^-l'-^y  George  Clinton  Esq' Captain  General  nnd  Governonr  in 
Chief  o  tl  e  Province  of  New  York  and  Territories  thereon  depending  in  America  Vice 
Adnurall  of  the  same,  and  Vice  Admirall  of  His  Majesty's  Fleet  of  the  Red  Squadrl. 

The  Petition  of  some  Mohawk  Warriors  in  behalf  of  themselves  &  their  Brethren 
01  the  Mohawks  &  Conojohary  Castle 
Humbly  Sheweth :  — 

That  whereas  ^"'"e  je^rs  past  the  Uev-  M'  Henry  Barely  did  officiate  among  us  as  a  Teacher 
of  th  gospell  and  d,d  dayly  preach  good  things  to  us  the  Mohawks;  we  in  relation  ToTZ 
singular  service  did  make  him  a  present  of  a  spot  of  land  very  conveniently  situateinea  the 
garrison   with  intent  nevertheless  that  the  said  piece  of  land  lould  he  and'rema     to  tl     s  id 

11    t^h      7     '""'  T  ''^"^  ""  '''"^^•''"'  '"■'''  ^'^''''^^  ^'-  ^'  '""'^  ^«  go  to  "-  n  x^  iii      r 
tha   should  come  ,n  Ins  room.  &  so  on  from  one  to  the  other.     But  to  our  sorrow  we  find  tha 

M   Barcklay  has  not  only  left  us.  for  the  love  of  money,  but  still  claim'd  the  s-  land  as 

p    ticular  property,  directly  contrary  to  the  meaning  &  intent  of  us  the  Donors.     VV^.eref  re 

Id's     lei;  Vm"/  T  '?  "'""^  '"  ''"^  ''-''''^'^  'y  «°'"«  ^-^y^  -  ~  to  -e  tha 
and  settled  for  a  M  nister  for  the  time  I.eing.  the  building  thereon  erected  by  M'  Barcklay  to 

be  appraised  &  payd  &  another  Teacher  to  he  procured  to  us  with  all  .peed,  i  that  no   ,  r.o„ 

from  us.     T  en  shall  we  see  that  you  are  intended  to  keep  us  clear  &  be  convinced  that  ou^ 
Bro  her  highly  lov.th  us.     We  shall  not  be  wanting  on  our  parts,  as  we  have  now  lat  ly  done 

In  behalf  of  the  Conojohary  Castle  we  have  this   to    desire    that   the  patent    which    M' 
Livingston  has  obtained  for  the  Onowedage  Flatts  &  some  other  lands  lower  down  U     I   ve 
ompnsed  in  the  said  Patent  may  be  broke,  it  haveing  never  been  bought  from  them  or        d 
for.  notwithstanding  some  Indian  hands  may  be  produced.     This  and  s  ich  like  de    i  g"  w    , 

ir.h?  "v"      r\  """"r*  '■"  '""'^  ^  '^'"'^'^  "^•^>'  -  ^he  snow  does  in      Z'n  s 
sh.n ing  .lay.     ^our  high  wisdom  undoubtedly  will  find  ren.e.ly  to  release  a  poor  distres 

nlfX       :V:i.'r:  ':-:':7^  -"'-  '-   ''-  wm  e,.ctual.y  ^nvmce  us  th.  your 

Castle  to  be  easy  ti  &  rtl  t  T  ''"""  "  "  """  "^  '"  ^"""J'""^^>' 

fervour  for  the  Knulish  .Y  .M  p  '"■'"■''  "l'I""^t"""y  '"  «''«w  our  zeal  and 

Ihi.  hnglish  Nation  and  your  Petitioners  ns  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray. 

f  TEdAllONDAOK. 

LUVKAS. 

Set. 
Odvouohwanokon. 

^fo8ES. 

SlIONAOAnESR. 

TuOANEOIISonRA. 

TEnllllA\AOEIiBaHKOUaH 
SAnEOARIWADR 
'Quel  retrioro.— Ro.  TAVORIimrsKHB. 
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Governor  Clinton  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  New-Tork  Fapcn,  Bundle  Og.,  No.  168.  ] 

My  Lords, 

Since  my  last  of  12.  June  1746.  wherein  I  acquainted  Your  Lordw,  that  1  received  his 
Maj'-''«  commands  touching  an  expedition  for  the  reduction  of  Canada,  wherein  it  was 
recommended  to  me  to  engage  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians  to  taiie  part  in  this  enterprise,  and 
in  pursuance  thereto,  I  sett  out  for  Aihany  the  17.  July  last,  where  I  held  a  Treaty  with  said 
Nations  for  that  purpose,  a  printed  copy  whereof  I  have  inclosed  to  your  Lord''""  as  it  will  hest 
explain  the  success  of  my  endeavours  on  that  occasion  ;  notwithstanding,  the  Assembly  refused 
contributing  any  encouragem'  to  the  Indians  to  join  with  us,  and  which  will  more  fully  appear 
in  the  course  of  their  proceedings,  which  I  have  inclosed,  and  shall  refer  Your  Lordw  to  the 
conduct  of  both,  Council  and  Assembly  with  regard  to  their  forwarding  this  expedition. 

It  has  been  my  earnest  desire,  to  prevent  all  misunderstandings  and  divisions  at  this  time, 
and  as  I  had  reason  to  suppose  that  a  Faction  had  a  design  to  lay  in  my  way  all  the  ditiicuiiy's 
possible  in  the  execution  of  my  duty,  I  endeavour  to  put  the  Assembly  on  their  guard  against 
such  designs,  by  some  expressions  I  used  in  my  speech  at  the  opening  of  the  Session  ;  but  as 
all  my  endeavours  in  opposition  to  that  faction  have  proved  ineffectual  with  them,  I  must 
submit  my  speech,  the  Assembly's  representation  thereon,  and  the  several  messagej,  which 
have  passed  between  me  and  them  to  your  Lord'"'"  consideration ;  that  you  may  judge  of  the 
spirit  of  that  Faction  and  of  my  conduct  at  this  time,  and  I  have  ordered  to  be  laid  before  your 
Lordw  the  present  state  of  this  Province  and  other  particulars  which  I  expect  may  be  of  use 
in  forming  your  judgem'  which  by  reason  of  a  multiplicity  of  Business  and  a  present  indisposition 
of  body,  I've  not  been  able  to  digest  into  such  form  and  order  as  is  requisite  to  appear  before 
Your  Lordi'i" — 

In  the  mean  time  I  have  transmitted  to  Your  Lordi'i"  the  following  Acts  to  which  I  have 
given  my  assent  and  are  as  follows,     viz' — 

J.  An  Act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  provisions,  (iunpowder.  Arms,  all  kinds  of  ammunition, 
warlike  stores  and  white-pine  inch  boards. 

It  was  necessary  to  pass  this  Act  upon  account  of  the  expedition  that  the  Crown  and  the 
Province  might  not  be  put  to  any  extraordinary  charge  on  that  occasion.— 

2.  An  Act  lor  the  more  eHectual  preventing  the  exportation  of  provisions  and  warlike  Stores 

It  was  requisite  lo  pass  this  Act  that  his  Majesty's  Fleet  might  not  suffer  for  want  of 
provisions  if  applyed  lor. 

a.  An  Act  for  raising  a  supply  of  40000  pounds  by  a  Tax  on  Kstates  real  and  personal,  for 
carrying  on  an  expedition  against  the  French  in  Canada ;  for  emitting  Hills  of  Credit  lor  the  like 
sum  and  for  sinking  and  cancelling  the  said  liills  in  short  periods  and  lor  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned. 

As  the  passing  of  this  Act  is  contrary  to  His  .Maj""  instructions,  I  was  not  inclinable  to  give 
any  Assent  to  it,  hut  as  this  extraordinary  occasion  re(|iiireil  a  large  sum  lo  be  raised,  and  that 
the  lik.'  JJills  have  been  passed  by  my  predecessors,  1  look  the  opinion  of  His  Miij"'  Council 
thereon  who  advised  my  passing  it  for  tlu  reasons  set  forth  in  the  minutes  of  Council  in  passing 
a  liill  of  the  like  nature,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  inclosed. 

4.  An  Act  lor  the  encouraging  volunteers  to  inlist  into  His  Majes"'  service  upon  the 
expedition  against  Canada. 
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This  was  absolutely  necessary  to  promote  the  service. 
6.  An  Act  to  detach  300  Men  from  the  Citv  au.l  CnunUr  „f  am 
expedition.  ^         ^"""^^  °^  ^"^^"7  to  serve  on  the  intended 

The  passing  this  Act  was  occasioned  by  the  neoolp  nf  th«  ru        a  r^ 
to  serve  on  the  Expedition  ^^  "^  ^'^^  "°^  ^°""ty  of  Albany  refusing 

og.iin.t  Canada  will,  ,l,e  „,„„„  di.pji,,,  ^  n«««sary  for  the  carrying  on  the  Eipedilion 

V^.,::::::Zt  l'n\r/A?;Lyt:^Tt';'°r ';'""•''  -^i-'^-W-rran.,  ror  the 
the  pns.ing  of  it,  that  the  ,e,,ice  ^1,1,      «      l"'"''  ""''  "■"  """  '""»»  '  '«™".n,ended 

7.  A„  L  to  revive      deoLe  I       "  er". U 'h'°"'","°  °'»"""^  "^  ""■  '''"P"- 
which   were  co.„e„ced  and  d  pe„d„7r,hr:' Lr:*? ''™°"rr"'' '"'""'''"«'• 
WeatchMter  County.  ^  '"  '"'""'"'  *^™"  "'  Common  pleas  for 

■ev!™:  A:.rnr;ep::::i7.re™:f  "4re  r  "'t""'  r'-^  ^°'''^"«"'  "^ — -'— ^  "■• 

eontinoe  the  Actio™  and  prl::!;  on,'',.  Con"     '  "  "'"  ''""""  '°  '^  '"'  *"  "> 
gre'atTpe:;*""   ""   'lliX;.';  ^°"'""   '"  "'"   ^^■°-^"  '»»'-A»a  .m  with  vety 

Your  LordPi"  most  humble  and 
9""  Dec'  1746.  obedient  iServant. 

G.  Clinton. 


Conference  hehveen  Governor  Clinton  and  the  I.dlans. 

{  New.V.rk  Council  Mlmile..  Alb.ny,  XXI,  194-8W  ] 

rropositions  made   by  His  K.eellency  The  Honourable  George   Clinton  Esn' 

b    .  "ting  a  lar  INation.     At  Albany  the  li)'"  August  174G 
PnESBNT— Ilig  Excellency 

Cadwallader  Coldcn    ) 

ri.ilip  Livingston         [  Esq"  of  the  Councel 
John  Uulherford  ) 

The  Commissioners  from  the  Government  of  the  Massachusets  Bay 
1  he  Commisioners  for  Indian  affairs  ^ 

The  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  Albany 

Ad!!;:j;::::;rL';;;:;'i:;;;;:;':  iii'trr' ,f ""."  •"" """""™'""  '^"""•"""""  '^°'"™  - 
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Brethren 

I  am  glad  to  see  so  many  of  our  ancient  friends  here  and  I  heartily  bid  you  welcome 

Gave  three  Strings  of  Wampon. 

I  have  called  you  to  this  place  for  tvpo  great  Ends  in  which  the  province  of  the  Massachusets 
Bay  have  sent  two  Commissioners  to  concur  with  me  wiio  are  here  present 

The  first  is  to  renew  the  Covenant  Chain  with  you  and  I  now  by  this  Belt  in  your  Father  the 
King  of  Great  Britain's  name  in  behalf  of  all  his  Majesty's  Sul)jects  in  North  America  renew 
and  confirm  the  Covenant  Chain  and  all  former  Treatys  and  Engagements  entered  into 
with  you. 

This  Chain  has  from  the  beginning  remained  so  strong  &  firm  that  it  has  never  once  broke 
or  Slipt  since  it  was  first  made  and  we  on  our  parts  shall  endeavour  that  it  remain  so  unshaken 
as  long  as  the  Sun  and  Moon  shall  endure.  Gave  a  Chain  Belt. 

Brethren 

Last  fall  I  told  you  that  his  Miijesty's  subjects  in  this  Country  had  i'  Summer  before  lain 
still  without  attempting  any  thing  against  the  [-'rench  Settlements.  But  that  the  French  had 
by  surprize  attacked  and  destroyed  a  small  place  near  Cape  Breton  belonging  to  us.  That  they 
after—ards  laid  Siege  to  Annapolis  Royal  and  were  beat  off. 

1  likewise  told  you  that  the  Governour  of  the  Massachusets  Bay  in  conjunction  with 
Connecticut  and  new  hampsliire  had  in  Revenge  to  these  injuries  sent  an  Army  against 
Louisbourgh  in  the  Island  of  Cape  Breton,  that  this  Army  was  Joined  by  a  Number  of  his 
Majesty's  Ships  of  warr  under  the  Command  of  your  Friend  Admiral  warren.  I  told  you  that 
the  Town  of  Louisbourgh  which  is  the  strongest  the  French  have  in  America  was  reduced 
by  this  Force  &  that  the  French  there  had  surrendered  themselves  and  their  Country  to 
the  English. 

I  likewise  told  you  how  we  in  this  part  of  the  Country  had  lain  still  hopeingthat  the  French 
in  Canada  would  either  be  quiet  or  carry  on  the  war  in  a  manly  manner  and  after  the  Manner 
of  Christians  and  to  Induce  them  thereto  a  Message  liad  been  sent  from  this  place  to  the 
Governour  of  Cannda  to  tell  him  that  if  he  should  revive  The  inhumane  custom  of  murdering 
private  People  by  Sculking  Indians  that  the  several  Governours  of  his  Majesty's  Colonys 
together  with  You  our  Brethren  of  the  Six  Nations  would  Join  and  make  Reprisals  on  them 
in  the  like  manner  at  which  time  you  I'ublicly  declared  that  if  any  of  his  Majesty's  Subjects  in 
any  of  his  Governments  should  be  i.  lied  by  any  Indians  you  would  immediately  join  in  the 
war  against  them  and  the  French. 

And  last  fall  when  I  delivered  the  Hatchet  into  your  Hands  you  told  me  and  Confirmed  it 
with  a  Belt  That  you  would  send  some  of  your  people  (who  were  then  Ready)  to  Canada  to 
demand  Satisfaction  and  that  if  Satisfaction  were  refused  you  would  use  the  Hatchet  against 
them  whenever  I  should  order  it,  And  you  further  promised  that  if  the  Enemy  should  commit 
any  further  Hostilities  you  wou'd  then  (upon  my  Command)  immediately  make  use  of 
the  Hatchet. 

]  need  not  tell  you  how  far  the  French  have  been  from  giving  any  Satisfaction,  on  the 
contrary  you  are  all  well  informed  of  the  Cruel  and  Barbarous  Murders  tluit  have  been 
committed  since  that  time  by  the  French  and  Indians  at  Saraghtoga  and  in  the  Neighbourhoods 
ol  this  place  and  on  the  Frontiers  of  New  England 

And  as  you  have  not  therto  fullfilled  yo'^r  promise  1  suspect  that  they  did  not  come  from 
your  Hearts:  1  therefore  by  this  Belt  demand  an  immediate  performance  of  your  promises  to 
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shew  that  they  nme  from  the  bottom  of  your  hearts  as  nil  fh»  .,     •       t      . 

mine  and  ever  shall  ''"  ^''^  P'omises  I  make  come  from 

Brethren 

tl.i.  pu,po»,  l,e  I,.™  ordered  l,i,  Governour,  „f  V  f  'i  «  ^  ""I  '  '"  """"  ''"'"  "-'  '" 
J»rsey.  lo  Join  ,l„ir  Foroe,  to  the  Korc"  I f  tin/ 1 W  ,  l""!"''  ' '"V"""".  "'"l  ""w 
are  «„  „„„  „p„„  .,.,  ,,„„„,  a„„  yoryLt iTireet":    '°"''"'"  '^  ''""''     "'' 

W„  and  a  „...  .„„/or  e^plX^ rd":t:;irBi°tLir'''  "'^  "*"'^''  «"'"'  "f 

.i,:;L'Ti;:l:r„r.tfd^a;:t,l^;;ra:;l  r;:;™^'";;'"  1 1""?  ">-  - 

after  which  the  attack  upon  Cnna.la  will  !,.  n...  T  ,      J^  ""  '°  ''''•'""  "'^'"'^ir  Arrival 

You  may  perceive  tha    the  K    !   h^J  ""        '"'''  ''"^'^  ^>'  ^^*^''*  ^  ^and 

your  whole  Force  i„  this  Kn  er       e  ■  „d  t  '       '  "      >"'  ''""  "^  ^'^"'^""  '"  J°'»  -'''' 

of  Kstahlishing  ...eir   Fam:^:rr:e:  t   '^     f  ^Ihe'^i^lKriT  ^  ^'^^T'^  """-'""''^ 
Conquest  of  your   Inveterate   Knenues  the   Fr..,w  "  '"  ^'""'''^"-  '"  ^^e 

profess  Friencihip  can  n.ver  (or 'he  S  .,!•  ,"  ,"       "''''"'  "''>'  '"'''^  ^^'^^^'"'^'^  ""^ 

that  purpose  caress  tlH,se  ,  L  "  's  t    Hn  '    '    "     I       '""  ''"'""'  "'"'«  "''  '^'"^  -^  'or 

who  desire  nothing  so  m;::rs:^'u.Znert:'S:^;L'"T  '"""";""^  '"^'"'^  ^"^ 
for  ever  '  ^'"^  ^'"^  ^>"tions  become  decayed  and  forgot 

Ciave  a  iJelt 
Brethren 

The  French  on  all  Occasions  shew,-  flnf  «i,„.    a   » 

Men  that  know  tlu.y  dare  r     ok    la.  hH^  ^^' T'T  '""   ''"'"•''"  ^''«  ^"S"«"  '"^« 

••I.<...  people  who  do  not  e^^nt^^Z^^J^l^^t^''  '  ^^  ''"'^'""  "'^  ""^^^  «'-' 
Vour  brethren  in  Itevenge  Lave  a  |  IkeM  f  '  '^""^7'"*'"">'  ="•*■  ""'  P^^'Pared  for  then, 
their  Labour  but   boldly  att      p  ,^u 'l    l^TT    ■?'''  ""'  ''''"'^  ''""^  ^ '"""•-  "^ 

French  had  in  America  In  the    W  if  i      '.  "  u'   YT'""^-"""  ^'^""«''«'  '^'-•"  I'- 

was  Surrounded  with  S.ron.w.  II       .t^/'V'"'''  '''*""'  ''^'"''  '^^venty  V.ars  :    it 
in  every  place  wlu-re  t.u'lo^'^^.  :;,":';''  ^""^  ""•'  '''""'-'  "'-  '-*,-«'  Cannon 
all  the.e  precaution.  an<i  advantl      lu      w        -"'<  -""Y'e-  them  and   notwithstand.ng  of 
You  „.UHt  have   heard  fro     X      .1,  ^       M      "  T''"""  '"  """  ''^"«"''''  ^'"'»"r 

i^-."--.  what  the  it  r.^  At  ,::  '^r^  ■■"'  —'"'•>•«-  <>■'•  .>..., stm 

C ,ra..kue     How  they  inva  ie.    1 1.  S  .    U        ^  .     7  '''"^  '^""■'"■''"'^   J""^  Country,„e„    at 

iiow  many  ot  your  ^j^^j^i^^.r^;::;  "r"i:;;:[  trt^v^  r  ^'r*'^" 

attempting  to  do  the  same'nuw      '     '        '  ""'"^  ''""  '"  ""^  'i'-'- ""dl  h.-ar  they  are 

Guve  a  Belt 
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I  need  not  put  you  in  mind  what  revenge  your  Fathers  took  for  these  Injuries  when  they 
put  all  the  Island  of  Montreal  and  a  great  part  of  Canada  to  Fire  and  Sword,  can  you  think 
that  the  French  forget  this,  No,  they,  have  the  Ax  privately  in  their  hands  against  you  and 
use  these  deceitfull  Arts,  by  which  only  they  have  been  able  to  gain  Advantage  over  you  that 
by  Trusting  to  them  they  may  at  some  time  or  other  at  one  blow  remove  from  the  fope  of  the 
Earth  the  remembrance  of  a  People  that  have  so  often  put  them  to  shame  and  Flight. 

If  your  Fathers  could  now  raise  out  of  their  Graves  how  would  their  hearts  leap  with  Joy 
to  see  this  day  when  so  glorious  an  Opportunity  is  put  into  their  hands  to  revenge  all  the 
Injuries  their  Country  has  received  from  the  French,  and  to  be  never  more  exposed  to  their 
Treachery  and  deceit:  I  make  no  doubt  you  are  the  true  sons  of  such  Renowned  and  brave 
Ancestors  Animated  with  the  same  Spirit,  for  your  Countrys  Glory,  and  in  Revenge  of  the 
Injuries  your  Fathers  received  incapable  of  being  deluded  by  the  flattering  Speeches  of  them, 
who  always  have  been  and  always  must  be  in  their  Hearts,  your  Enemies,  and  who  desire 
nothing  more  than  the  Destruction  of  your  Nation. 

I  therefore  invite  you  Brethren  by  this  Belt,  to  Join  with  us,  and  to  share  with  us,  in  the 
Honour  of  the  Conquest  of  our  and  your  Deceitfull  Enemies,  and  that  you  not  only  Join  all 
the  Force  of  the  six  nations  with  us.  but  likewise  invite  All  the  Nations  depending  on  you  to 
take  a  share  in  this  Glorious  Enterprize  and  I  will  furnish  your  fighting  Men  with  Arms, 
Ammunition  Clothing  Provisions  and  every  thing  necessary  for  the  War  and  in  their  absence 
shall  take  care  of  their  wives  and  Children  Gave  a  War  Belt 

Brethren 

You  have  seen  how  daring  and  Insulting  on  you  as  well  as  us  ihe  French  Indians  have  been, 
in  Cruelly  Murdering  several  of  our  people  since  you  have  come  to  this  place  and  therefore  for 
the  many  Reasons  now  laid  before  you  1  make  no  doubt  but  your  Answer  will  Clearly  manifest 
your  duty  to  the  King  your  Father  and  your  Love  to  your  Brethren  and  by  this  Belt  I  do 
Assure  you  that  our  intent  is  to  live  and  die  together.  Gave  a  Belt  of  Friendship 

Proposition  made  by  His  Excellency  to  the  River  Indians,  at  Albany  the  21"  of 
August  1746 

Present — His  Excellency  The  Ilono'''''  George  Clinton 
The  Gentlemen  of  the  Council 

The  Commissioners  from  the  Government  of  the  Massachusets  Bay 
The  Commissioners  for  Indian  AITairs 
The  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  Albany 

Ilis  Excellency  addressed  himself  to  the  Indians  as  fol'oweth 

Children, 

I  am  glad  to  meet  you  at  this  Time  as  are  likewise  the  Comissioncrs  from  the  Massacliusets 
Bay  who  are  come  hither  to  concur  with  me  upon  the  present  Occasion  ; 

And  1  take  this  Opportunity,  to  renew  the  Ancient  Covenant  Chain  with  You,  in  Behalf  of 
this  and  all  his  Majesty's  Governours  in  America  which  you  know  has  always  been  kept  bright 
and  Clean  without  any  the  least  Stain  or  rust,  and  which  by  this  Belt  I  strengthen      Belt 
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Chil.Jren.  ^^^ 

Enemies  the  French  and  their  Indil  who  ITin  "^""''  """^  ""^  ^""^  ^°"^'^«" 

Murdered  in  Cohl  Blood,  many  of  ;  r  B re  re„  V^Z^^T""''  "•'"""  '^  "^"'^'"^  ^ '^^^^'^ 
Bay.     This  behaviour  h.ys  us  uncL  a  neclZ  nf        i  o  ''™"'"'  "''  ^''^  ^'''^^••'^''"^etts 

manner  in  which  I  maice  no  dou     of    '0"^^^^^  T'  '''''"''''  "'  ^'"'"'  •»  ^''«  '"- 

revenge  of  our  and  your  perpetua  Enemies  ,;/'"■"'  ."'  '"'  "^°'^"'  ''  '''^«  ^  ^^'--g'" 
never  hereafter  be  in  the  Iw"of  U  esTrerfi'r  r"^  '^''""'^^  °'  ^''"^'^^  ^'-^  ''  '"'y 
us.  any  injury  for  the  Future  ^"^""'  '''^"^'""  ^"^  '^'^"^^  I'-P'e  to  do  you,  or 

so^:rr;;t:: = b^  )  :::c::7t^t:;r  tir  "^  ^'i^  --  ^'-^  -  --  -^ 

parts,  both  by  Sea  and  Land   and  I  n.ake    o  doub   v  ,  "''  .'"'^  ''  ^"'"^'^   ^'''"'''^••^'  '»  «" 

dutyfuil  Children  in  Joining    ear  ily Titl     s  '„        J  Six^N     "    "  ?""'""  ^'^^"  ^""^  ^'^^ 
which  you  Will  not  only  gL   Ho.Lr  and  Re  lt^^V:^;  ^^  ^^'^^ 
selves   Your  Wives   and   Children   for   ever  ifterw.rl  .  f  r        ?^      "*  Prosperity,  to  your 
Your  Fighting  Men  with  Arms  Ammunition  ctr^P  ^''"^  ^'"^'^  '  ^"'  ^-"'^^ 

the  War  mmun.t.on,  Clothmg  Provisions  and  every  thing  necessary  for 

Belt 

Answer   of   the    Six    Nations   to   His    Excellency   the   Governour   &  to   the 
Comm.ss,oners  of  the  Massachusets  Bay  at  I.bany  the  .  "Igtst    174G 
Present-IIIs  Excellency  The  Hono^'e  George  Clinton 
The  (jentlemen  of  the  Council 

The  Commissioners  f^rom  (he  Governm'  of  the  Massachusets  Bay 
I  he  Commissioners  for  Indian  Affairs  ^ 

The  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  Albany  &  others 
Brother  Corlaer  and  Brethren  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay 

thoughts  of  every  heart.  '  ^^  °"'  ^^'""''''  "^'^  ^''^  J"'"'  and  Sincere 

Te::zr'rE;rb;::,:::;:r^:^:rr^  'T'-'-  '-  ""•'"-'«•  "-^  ^— - 

washed  Clean  "   *='  "'^  ""^  ""■"•'"«  '^  ^^1"*"^''  ••'"')   >l'e  bloody  bed 

Gave  three  Strings  of  Wampum 
]5re(hren 

Gave  a  Belt 
Brother  Corlaer 

w^  J^il;;  jr;::!:j^;t;:;::;r;tr^  T  t''  ^-'  '-^-  ♦"«  ^-^" 

upon  the  English  which  they     ne       w  .      '^      ""'*'  '""""'^  ""^  ''"•"'"  "utilities 

\  o...  VI  ^    '""  ""^'  ;',""*'  ^^  d'-'^troying  Saraghtoga  and  sheding  a  great 
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deal  of  Blood,  hitherto  we  have  madf,  no  use  of  the  Hatchet,  but  as  you  now  call  upon  us  we 
are  ready  and  do  declare  from  the  Bottom  of  our  hearts  that  we  will  from  this  day  make  use  of 
it  against  The  French  and  their  Children  (meaning  their  Indians) 

N  B  The  question  was  Asked  them  by  His  Excellency  whether  by  the  words  their  Children 
they  meant  all  the  Indians  in  Alliance  with  the  French  to  which  they  Answered  Yes 

At  the  end  of  the  foregoing  paragraph  they  threw  down  a  War  Belt  of  Wampum  on  the 
Ground,  it  being  the  Indian  Custom  to  deliver  War  Belts  or  make  Declaration  of  War  in  that 
manner  thisthey  did  with  remarkable  Indignation  intending  thereby  to  express  their  Resentment 
against  The  French  and  their  Allies  and  their  Zeal  for  the  English  Gave  a  Belt 

Brother  Corlaer 

According  lo  your  Exhortation  in  jour  Speech  to  us  we  are  firmly  united  together  and  from 
this  time  to  Act  as  having  one  Heart 

The  Messassagas  are  in  the  same  manner  Joined  and  United  with  us  likewise  the  Southern 
Nations  bordering  upon  us.  and  we  now  hope  that  you  and  ths  other  Governours  on  the 
Continent  will  be  in  the  same  manner  joined  and  united  together  Gave  a  Belt 

They  Repeated  over  his  Excellency's  Speech  in  relation  to  the  Conquest  of  Cape  Breton 
and  hoped  that  our  Fleet  and  Army  may  be  also  Victorious  in  the  present  Expedition  against 
Canada  adding  that  the  French  were  a  mischievous  people  Gave  a  Belt 

As  to  your  Suspicions  of  our  Admitting  French  Priests  among  us  they  are  become  Groundless 
since  we  have  now  declared  War  against  them  :  the  admitting  of  priests  would  only  tend  to 
lull  us  asleep,  on  the  Contrary  shou'd  any  now  dare  to  come  we  know  no  use  for  him  or  them 
but  to  Roi^st  them 

The  thoughts  of  the  Treatment  we  formerly  received  from  the  French  thro'  the  means  of 
their  Priests,  and  which  you  have  now  seasonably  brought  to  our  Remembrance  makes  our 
Blood  to  Boil. 

Brother  Corlaer 

This  is  the  second  time  you  have  put  the  Hatchet  into  our  hands,  which  we  hereby  accept 
and  we  are  ready  to  go  upon  service  :  you  may  see  that  we  have  but  a  handful  of  Fighting 
Mi-n  here  st  present  however  some  of  them  from  each  Nation,  shall  be  left  behind  us  to  follow 
your  Orders 

When  we  arrive  at  our  Respective  Castles  we  shall  send  down  a  greater  Number  of  our 
Warriors  and  those  of  the  Nations  in  alliance  with  us  assoon  as  possible 

This  we  assure  you  of  from  the  truth  and  Sincerity  of  our  hearts,  and  we  receive  and  shall 
preserve  this  large  Belt  (holding  it  up  at  the  same  lime)  which  you  have  now  given  us  as  a 
War  Hatchet 

Brethren 

This  is  the  Belt  (at  the  same  time  giving  one)  of  Union  with  which  we  are  to  go  hand  in 
hand  to  the  gates  of  our  En.  iiies  and  by  it  we  declare  our  Intention  to  Conquer  or  to  Dye 
together  in  the  Common  Cause 

There  is  a  Nation  called  the  Messissagas  whose  delegates  are  here  present,  they  Consist  of 
Five  Castles  containing  Eight  Hundred  Men  who  are  all  determined  and  do  agree  to  Join  us 
in  this  Common  Cause  against  our  Enemies  The  Fr.Mich  and  th«ir  Indians;  and  we  hope  you 
and  the  Commissioners  from  Boston  will  use  them  in  such  a  manner  that  they  will  go  home 
contented  &  salisfyed  r.Rve  a  Belt  of  Friendship 
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Answer  of  the   River  Indians  to  His  Excellency  The  Governour  and  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Massachusets  Bay  at  Albany  the  26  August  1746 

Phesent— His  Excellency  The  Honourable  George  Clinton 
The  Gentlemen  of  the  Council 

The  Comissioners  from  the  Government  of  the  Massachusets  Bay 
The  Commissioners  for  Indian  Affairs 
The  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  Albany 

Father. 

Wee  are  gK-.d  to  see  you  and  we  are  come  to  renew  the  Covenant  Chain  and  make  it  fast  and 
bright  as  ever,  and  free  from  rust,  and  as  a  tohen.thereof  we  give  you  tl  .  Belt.     Gave  a  Belt 

Father 

You  have  told  us  what  mischief  the  French  have  done  and  what  Murders  they  have 
Commuted  upon  the  Christians  therefore  we  declare  from  our  hearts  and  not  from  our  Lips 
that  as  you  have  ordered  us  to  shed  the  Enemies  Blood  in  return  for  what  they  have  done  we 
are  Resolved  to  do  it  and  we  will  live  and  Dye  with  You  in  the  Common  Cause 

When  you  Christians  are  at  War  You  make  Peace  with  one  another  but  it  is  not  so  with 
us  therefore  we  depend  upon  you  to  take  care  of  us  in  Confidence  of  which  we  now  take  up 
the  Hatchet  and  will  make  use  of  it  against  the  French  and  their  Indians 

Gave  Bell  with  a  Hatchet 


Propositions  made  by  His  Excellency  the  Governour  to  the  Susquehannah  Indians 
who  are  Tributary  to  the  Six  Nations.     At  Albany  the  8"'  Sept'  1746 

Present— His  Excellency  The  Hon"  George  Clinton 
The  Gentlemen  of  the  Council 

The  Commissioners  from  the  CJovHrnment  of  the  Massachusets  Bay 
The  Commissioners  for  Indian  Alfairs 
The  Mayor  &  Corporation  of  Albany 

His  Excellency  Addressed  himself  to  the  Indians  as  followeth 
Brethren 

1  bid  you  all  heartily  wellcome  and  thank  You  for  your  Coming  to  this  place  at  my  desire 
so  soon  •' 

When  I  spoke  to  the  Six  Nations  here  and  what  I  said  to  them  I  intended  to  be  to  all  those 
of  the.r  Inbe  that  were  absent  as  well  as  to  those  present  and  1  understood  their  Answer  to 
be  m  hke  manner  in  behalf  of  the  absent  as  well  as  of  those  present  so  likewise  the  presents 
I  made  to  them  from  the  King  Your  Father  was  designed  for  the  Absent  as  well  as  for 
those  present 

Brethren 

1  told  the  Six  Nations  that  the  King  your  Father  having  heard  of  the  Mischiefs  and  barbarous 
Murders  commuted  by  the  French  and  their  Indians  had  resolved  to  send  a  great  Army  and 
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many  large  Ships  to  Attack  Canada  by  Sea  while  at  the  same  time  his  Subjects  in  the  Several 
Colonys  of  New  York  New  Jersey  Pensylvania  Maryland  and  Virginia  were  to  Attack  them 
by  Land 

That  Several  Thousand  Soldiers  and  Several  large  Ships  were  already  arrived  at  Cape 
Breton  and  I  every  hour  expect  to  hear  of  the  Arrival  of  the  rest  after  which  the  Attack  will 
be  made  on  Canada  on  ail  sides  by  Sea  and  ^and 

I  told  our  Brethren  that  tho'  the  Force  which  the  King  your  Father  has  ordered  against 
Canada  be  sufficient  to  reduce  that  Country  Yet  he  Expects  the  Six  Nations  and  all  the  Nations 
in  Alliance  with  ihem  will  on  this  Occasion  shew  their  Fidelity  to  the  King  their  Father  by 
Joining  all  their  Forces  with  us  in  the  War  which  the  King  Your  P\ither  is  now  engaged  in 
againpt  the  French  who  have  alwayc  been  in  their  hearts  Your  Enemios  as  well  as  ours 
Notwithstanding  any  pretensions  of  Friendship  which  they  may  deceitfully  make  in  order  to 
lull  you  asleep 

Our  Brethren  have  Assured  me  that  they  will  Join  us  with  their  whole  Force  against  the 
French  That  they  are  resolved  to  live  and  Dye  with  us  in  the  prosecution  of  this  war  and 
that  they  give  me  these  Assurances  from  the  Bottom  of  their  Hearts  in  Consequence  of  which 
several  of  their  fighting  Men  then  present  were  Immediately  to  go  out  against  the  Enemy  And 
they  further  promised,  that  they  would  send  a  much  greater  number  ''•om  each  Castle  and  from 
the  Nations  in  Alliance  with  them  to  enter  with  us  upon  this  Enterprize 

Brethren 

As  You  are  all  of  ti,?  Six  Nations  your  Readiness  in  coming  at  my  desire  confirms  the  truth 
of  what  was  said  to  me  nf.  the  General  Meeting  and  Corroborates  the  Sincerity  of  the 
Six  Nations 

I  now  expect  that  you  are  resolved  to  enter  immediately  on  Action  with  Us  against  the 
French  in  such  manner  as  I  sunll  direct  and  I  will  itimish  your  Warriors  with  Clothing 
Ammunition  provisions  and  every  thing  necessary  for  the  Warr 

You  may  depend  on  it  that  evevy  one  shall  be-  further  handsomly  rewarded,  According  to 
the  Service  he  shall  perform  on  this  Occasion  and  the  present  Instanceof  your  Affection  to  your 
Brethren  shall  never  be  forgot 

Answer  of  the  Susquehannah  Indians  to  His  Excellency  the  Governour  and  to 
the  Commissioners  at  Albany  the  e"-  September  174t> 

Present— His  Excellcicy  Th-  Hon"''"-  Ceorge  Canton 
The  Gentle  !ien  of  the  Council 
The  Commissioners  for  Indian  Affliirs 
The  Mayor  &  Corporation  of  Albany  Sec" 

Brother  Corlaer 

We  live  at  Oghqungo  the  News  that  is  sent  from  your  Excellency  through  the  Six  Nations  is 
not  brought  truly  to  us,  nor  the  news  that  the  Governour  of  Canada  sends  to  the  said  Nations, 
wehMve  not  been  taken  Notice  of  nor  Acquainled  that  your  Excellencv  was  to  'i'reat  with  the 
Six  Nations  till  the  Inttrview  was  near  over  had  we  have  been  timely  invited  we  wou'd  have 
readily  come  without  any  hesitation  to  have  heard  what  our  Brother  had  to  propce  and  if  we 
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had  any  longer  tiroe  we  wouM  have  ^  ome  with  a  larger  Number  of  Warrioura  many  of  them 
were  o  h,.„,„,  ,,«  have  sent  the  Belt  Wa.pum  to  them  to  come  and  Join  us  hTreTo  EngaTe 
in  the  War  as  your  Excellency  shall  direct  against  Our  Comon  Enemies  ^ 

Brother  Corlaer. 

You  acquainted  us  Yesterday  what  you  told  the  Six  Nations  and  with  their  Answer-  we  are 
graved  that  the  S.x  Nations  make  no  use  of  the  Hatchet  but  keep  it  by  them  anddo  noTsend 
out  the.r  young  Men  to  revenge  the  Murders  which  have  been  Committed  by  the  Enemy 
Brother  Corlaer. 

We  are  Surprized  that  the  Hatchet  has  not  been  used  against  the  French  Sooner,  it  has  been 

jiXTorrh^  "^^°^^' ''-'"'''''-  '°^^--  ^'^^  ^">-  do„e't:;':ts 

We  have  received  different  News  from  the  Six  Nations  at  times  it  is  as  if  the  French  be 

but  no   wuh  a  Des.gn  to  perform  them  they  Flatter  themselves  to  be  Masters  of  us  all  but 

Suit  them!  ™'^^"'"'"  '"  "^  "''   ""•'^  '''  «"^^'>^^  *"  °-  «-^'«  -d  ^ake  use  of ':; 

The  Destemper  which  Rages  in  this  place  has  not  prevented  us  to  come  hither  to  assist  you 

n  t.us  War.  agamst  the  French  and  their  Indians  we  are  not  come  to  be  Idle  n  r  to  F  s'but 

to  go  to  War.     You  are  Master  to  hang  over  the  Kettle  of  War 

Tlj^re  are  Several  Roades  that  lead  to  Canada  to  Annoy  them,  we  want  to  «ee  t^  -    L.^o  .t 
nVn    H?  w"  ""^      '  "''  Excellency  threw  do-vn  a  Hanger  which  t'.e  Spe  •  ..-  cook  up  .nd 
Danced  the  War  dance  in  the  usual  mann^      ...  ...s-  -i  ..  .->  Br-  '  e-  -    Lr  t„  Zl  f 

them  according  to  his  promise.  i^--    ■  «    --lear  to  take  care  of 

His  Excellency  Answered  H  ..  he  returned  them  thanks  fo    taking  up  the  Il.^.he^  .>ainst 
our  Ccn,mo„  Enemies  th.  .-  ronch  and  their  Indians  ;  that  he    .ill  hang  on  the  Ket  le'of  W 
an    provde  t  em  wit.  everything  that  is  Necessary  for  the  M  .,r.  and  Lpect  that    1  vul To 
out  as  he  shall  d.  jct,  which  they  Promised  to  doe.  ^         ^ 


;,? 


September  12""  1746 
H.S  Excellency  in  Council  sent  for  the  Oghquago  Indians  and  desired  the  Interpreter  to  ask 

Iholllr'"'" "'  '''"'"^  '"^ ''' '"  ''"^-''''''^  '^  s°  "^-'-^  ^'-  E-'"y.  -  '- 

the'l^V'r'rT^  "'".f  ""f  .''"•^"'"'"*^'"  ''  "'"  ^'"'"-  '''■''' ""'  •>-'  ^  P^-«"t  f--  the  King 
he  r  father  to  give    hem  likewise  had  every  thing  in  Iteadiness  to  equ  p  their  Fighters   but 
tha    he  could  not  well  offer  them  any  present  from  the  King  til  he  first  knew  how  tl  "  w 
inclmed  to  Act  immediately  in  the  War  ^ 

OfJcerlnd  P'"'""!^  ^^"^  /''T  °"  '^'  ""^^^""t  ''«'•  the  present,  under  the  Comn.and  of  an 
Officer  and  some  white  people  til  such  time  as  the  Army  set  forward 

The  said  Indians  Answered  in  the  following  manner  by  their  Speaker  Viz' 
That  the  Six  Nations  have  been  lately  in  this  place  and  are  gone  hon>e  again. 

Pen I'l    ,     "  T       f  '''"'''''  "°^'  '"-"■•'  '''  ^''  ^'^  ^"^'"S  ^^"S^-^  t«  l^'-^ve  part  of  their 
People  behind  upon  Account  of  the  Sickness  at  Albany. 
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That  it  is  a  difficult  part  on  them  to  Act  with  so  small  a  Number  that  there  is  no  certain 
time  fixed  when  the  Army  is  to  March 

That  the  Six  Nations  had  a  long  War  with  the  Fiatheads,  which  by  his  Excellency's  Mediation 
they  have  put  an  End  to:  But  as  His  Excellency  has  ordered  them  to  take  up  the  Hatchet, 
which  they  have  Accepted,  they  are  determined  to  make  use  of  it  against  the  French,  and 
their  Indians,  while  the  World  lasts. 

That  as  they  are  but  a  small  Number,  they  desire  to  return  home  in  Order  to  Collect  a  greater 
Number  of  their  people,  and  then  they  will  come  in  a  Body  against  the  Enemy. 

That  they  desire  the  presents  for  their  Wives  and  Children  to  carry  home  before  they  go  out. 

That  Enounde  Longhile  says.  That  he  will  go  among  their  Castles,  and  do  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  promote  the  present  Service,  and  will  come  to  any  appointed  time  and  place  His 
Excellency  will  please  to  name,  it  being  but  a  small  Distance  from  their  homes 

His  Excellency  desired  the  Interpreter  to  tell  them,  that  they  had  not  given  a  direct  Answer 
to  his  Questions  (Viz)  how  many  of  their  Fighters  will  go  out,  which  they  desired  a  little 
longer  lime  to  consider  before  they  answered. 

13""  September  174C 
His  Excellency,  in  the  presence  of  his  Council,  presented  the  foregoing  Indians  with  a 
present  from  the  King  their  Father,  with  which  he  Acquainted  them  Yesterday,  and  desired 
the  Interpreter  to  tell  them,  that  as  he  had  kept  his  word  with  them,  he  hoped  they  would 
perform  their  promise  to  him,  by  sending  out  a  number  of  their  Fighters  against  the  Enemy, 
in  Conjunction  with  some  white  people  he  had  in  readiness  for  that  Service 

The  Speaker  in  behalf  of  the  whole,  answered  and  said,  that  they  are  thankfull  for  the 
present  the  King  their  Father  now  makes  them,  and  that  he  had  used  his  utmost  Endeavours 
to  obtain  the  Number  of  Fighters  his  Excellency  Expected,  and  was  Sorry  to  tell  him  for  the 
Reason  given  Yesterday,  that  he  could  not  procure  so  many.  But  the  Sachems  of  the  different 
Tribes  then  present,  had  agreed  to  leave  twelve  of  their  best  fighting  Men,  to  Scoure  the  Woods 
along  with  such  people  as  his  Excellency  should  send  with  them,  and  as  they  were  Strangers 
to  these  Woods,  he  hoped  they  would  be  taken  care  of  and  not  sulTered  to  be  cutt  off  by  the 
Enemy,  and  that  his  Brethren  would  return  home,  and  in  less  than  ten  Days  send  a  greater 
Number  to  relieve  tliem,  and  as  they  had  taken  up  the  Hatchet  they  would  never  lay  it  down 
till  they  had  Subdued  the  French  and  would  always  be  ready  to  Appear  &  Join  our  Forces  at 
any  time  or  place  his  Excellency  should  Appoint  with  their  whole  Strength 

N  B  Notwithstanding  they  promised  only  twelve  Fighters  to  Stay  behind  they  left  Sixteen 
wh")  went  out  with  a  party  of  white  People 


Mem-s.  Alexander  and  Morris  to  the  Duh  of  Newcastle. 

[  New. York,  ( 8.  1*.  0. )  X.,  106.  ] 

May  it  please  Your  Grace.  (  Duplicaie  ) 

John  Hamilton  Es(|^  President  of  His  Majesty's  Council!  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
Province  of  New  Jersey  upon  whom  that  Government  devolved  by  tlie  death  of  the  late 
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who  are  of  his  Majesty's  Councill  to  do  it  ""'  ''^"''''''^  "^  *'"^  «ubscrU.er8 

expedition  „g,.i„st  the  French  se  tit  t  at  c'  ,h"1  '  ''T''^'  ^'^^^^"^^  '''•»^'""«  «»  - 
to  the  Council!  and  Assen.hiy  who  w  tC  t  d  e  A '.  ""'""' ""'^'y  —""iea.ed  the  same 
for  that  service  for  tn„.sporth,g  them  A  ,  ,^  f  f  "  ',""''  P""^""  '"'^^  ^•^'^'"8  ^"«  -^" 
the  same  time  lent  the  Uen:m  nt VoOOO  ZJ  r  "'T'  ''""'  "'"^  P"^'''^'»-'  "'"^  •''* 
tmops  with  arms  &  cioathing  ^       '^''  '"  ''""'''''  ^'''^  ^'•-«i''^'"t  to  furnish  those 

.r;rs:::r:;;;;;l:r;r::^^^  ^^^r^  intention  and  ^ave 

the  persons  employed  on  that  occasion  n  J  he  L  f  t he  "I  ""''  """''  "'"  ^''«  '"'=«--  °f 
expedition  that  in  less  than  two  months  tl  e  wholpfi  n  ^  '  '"  '"''  "''  ^^'^'^'y  ""  ""« 
service,  of  which  the  Presi.lent  ad^l  ed  .  GooH,  "  ?""7"^'  "*""  ^""^'^'^  ""''  --'^  f- 
troops  arrived  at  Albany  with  their  Clo-.tl  ,   n!  "  ''''«'"•""«  o''  i^eptember  those 

still  continue,  an.i  have'sincb^.^^;  I  •;:":""•''"""  ^,  "'""  "^^'"^^■^^^^  ^'-^  ^'-7 
For  a  more  particular  account  of  wint  s  le!  '^  v"'  '°  ''"'  """"  ''"  ""^  "^"^^  «?""§. 
leave  to  refer  Your  Grace  to  the  m  ie  "f  the  r     '"  'n       7  ''""^  ''"  ^'^'^  ^•^'^'^^-"'  -'  4 

We  wish  we  coul.l  give  your  G      e    "  n  ""'  ^^'"""^  ^^  ^^^  ''-'^-i"^- 

Province  of  New  Jersey,  wl  ic  d^.g  th  3  m  ""  ?T'r  ''^  ""  '"^^^"""  "^^  ^^  '^e 
disturbed  by  two  severa   riots    rr.  ^  ""^  ""  ''''"  ^"^^"'°^  ^^°^^'«  ^'as  much 

consequences  of  those  attempts  to  throw  off  1  is 'hie^vlh  ^'.''''''^''^^^'^^  «'  "'«  dangerous 
British  Throne  and  therefori  recomme  ded  i    in  T    ^  "  '^  ""''  their  dependance  on  the 

but  in  vain.  Whether  their  inten  o  n"  us  l:;'  ""''  '"'"•"  '"  '^"^  '^''^--'^  A--'i>'vs. 
to  such  an  evil  was  in  order  to  di  t  e  tL  ■  te  'o  '""  '",  '""'''""'  '"""^^"''"y  '°  P"^  ^  «^«P 
whether  they  were  influenced  byo  ler  ,  i  ;  :  "T"  ""'  "'""  ^''^^  '^""  '^  '"^^P"'«)  - 
but  certain  it  is  they  took  no  Te  sur       I  r'     i  ""      '"  "°'  '''^'  "P°"  »«  ^^  ^'^'"•"  -• 

future  either  in  the  late  Govern  rt.        "'      r     ."T"'  "^  ''"""'"^^  '"«  ''^'^  '-  th 
strongly  recommended  to  them  by   .is  hJ^^^^^^^^^^^^  ''^'  ""^"- ^-  l^-"  twice 

that  it  is  owing  Chiefly  to  their  not    ovnin.  i     t  '^"''  ""  '"''*""'"  ''"'  '"-'  "'^  "P'"*"" 

of  the  Province  ^  pLu^U^  ^^/Z^  ^  ---es  proposed  for  restoring  the  Peace 
rneasures  f.r  that  purpose,  t.^t  the  »:.;;'  .^^l^^^^'-^  "7  -'-,  ^"-tual 
combiiialioiis  ngaiiisl  &  conlpn.DC,  i„,n„   11      ^■  ■        .  '  brmches  of  the  p„,„ 

wlierrfore  we  have  niaile  a  »f,i.  „r  ,1,    r    .  '°  ""  P'"l«"l»'»  »f  those  riou. 

wl,ic„  we  „„ve  cone*  U  :.e t:     w  .  "'Jr'"";'  ','"""■  """'""  ""  ""  ™""«"  '>»■■ 

wi,he.pp,es„r„„,.oru,o..vo::::;:i:::L: ;::  ;:;::-:i::^^^^^^^^  '- ""™^'" ^ 

.1..  l-l«.,.a>i„„.,  a,  L  L«^ZX^J^^''J'"':^T'  """"'•W  --I-"™  •» 
..u.,.ber,  U  ,„a,  .oo„  beeo.ne  eo,..r      '  J    i'       f ,      „       "'■.'''■""I"™"  ''''  ''«"y  i"c«n.e  i„ 
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The  officers  of  the  government  of  New  Jersey  have  been  without  any  suppc-t  or  salaries  to 
enable  then;  to  execute  their  offices  ever  since  September  1744.  and  so  they  continue  to  be, 
which  we  conceive  to  be  oliiefly  occasioned  by  the  Council  &  late  Governour's  refusals  to  pass 
an  Act  for  making  current  40000  pounds  in  bills  of  credit,  which  act  was  several  times  past  by 
the  Assembly  &  as  often  refused  by  the  Council  or  Govern''  because  they  conceived  it  would 
tend  greatly  to  the  destruction  of  the  properties  of  the  people  of  New  Jersey  &  of  all  His 
Majesty's  subjects  to  whom  they  are  or  may  be  indebted,  and  because  at  ♦•'-•  time  the  frauds 
and  abuses  of  paper  money  in  the  Plantations  were  under  the  considerauon  of  the  British 

Parliament.     We  are 

May  it  please  Your  Grace 

Your  Grace's  most  obedient  & 
most  humble  serv" 
New  York  (signed)         Ja.  Alexander 

December  23.  1746  (signed)         Uob'H:  Morris. 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  New-Tofk  rapcni,  Bumlle  Gg.,  No.  162.  ] 

My  Lords 

it  may  he  necessary  to  take  notice  of  a  publication  made  by  the  Council  in  a  common  news 
paper  call'd  the  New  York  Post  Boy  of  the  S""  December  1746. 

Before  this  publication  was  made,  M'  Colden  the  Senior  Councillor  told  me,  that  he  was 
surprised  upon  his  coming  into  th"  Council  lloom  to  see  every  member  present,  which  lie 
thinks  would  not  have  happene*'.  nt  that  time  as  fev*'  attended  before,  had  there  not  been  a 
private  r.pplication  to  tlieni  separately;  he  further  told  me  that  M'"  Chief  Justice  produced  the 
printed  paper  called  a  Treaty  ettc.  and  moved  that  the  printer  should  be  sent  for  in  order  to 
know,  who  had  given  him  the  copy;  M''  Chief  Justice  further  insisted,  whether  M'  Colden  has 
ordered  it  to  be  printed.  The  whole  of  this  proceeding  being  a  surprise  on  M'  Colden,  and  on 
his  seeing  most  of  the  Council  prepared  (three  of  them  Lawyers)  expressing  themselves  in 
formed  speeches,  he  hesitated  a  little  in  answering  to  that  (piestion,  but  in  less  than  half  a 
minute  owni'il,  that  he  iiad  directed  the  printer  to  publish  it  by  my  approbation  ;  then  M' 
Horsmanden  moved  that  the  paragraph  rend  by  the  Chief  Justice  should  he  censured  as  an 
invidi  )us,  malicious  and  false  representation  of  facts;  ujion  which  M"^  (Golden  observed  that 
declining  might  i)e  with  a  '  iwful  excuse,  as  well  as  without  it,  and  thought  they  would  not 
dispute  'he  mutter  of  fact ;  to  which  M'  Ilorsmanden  answered:  it  ia  a  sophistical  way  of 
arguing,  and  was  going  on  warmly  v,  hen  M'  Colden  desired  him  to  have  regard  to  the  decency 
of  proceedings  in  Council,  and  the  regard  that  was  due  to  him,  while  he  had  the  lion  )ur  to  be 
iii  the  chair,  and  further  told  them,  that  if  they  took  any  thing  amiss  in  this  puhiiv'aijon  it 
would  he  more  proper  to  take  notice  of  it  wlien  they  acted  as  privy  Council,  than  in  this  place, 
where  the  Council  only  Acted  as  a  part  of  the  fiegislatur*- ;  upon  which  M' (/hie(  Justice 
dropping  M'  Ilorsninndeu's  motion,  moved  to  have  that  piirngraph  c»>n.suri'd,  as  an  invidious 
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according,,  earril, ;  so\r  ,  a.  ir^o;;:^  7,  "c I  „""  II^^'TT"""  ""'•  -^"  ''  -- 
to  me  the  publication  of  ti,is  resolve  wili,out  •  uv  m  nn  •  °^^^  "^""'''  """  *'  ^^•^'"^ 

the  spirit  by  which  they  intend  to  AcT     "  bv    f  aPP'-ention  to  me,  plainly  shows. 

of  the  Council  had  been  guilty  of  .  tlZ^'  r'^ "'  ,'•  '"'''''  ''"''''' '  '''''^-'^^  *''  ""7 

it  would  have  been  proper  in't     .n    o    a  :rr  ,""''  "''^"  '  "'"'  ^"«^  ^'^  ^-''' 

have  in  „o  n.anner  ion  .     Application  to  the '  "  T     \  "'""'  "'^■'^'^  '"  ""«  --•  '^ey 

some  colour  of  excuse,  but  when  hCouLn'^^'^"'^  "'  '"'  ''^"^^  oHiepresentatives  has 
'•".y  application  in  the  proper  way  .nuL'","  'T'  "'^  "  P"P"'"^  P^^^'  -'^  '-«'-'* 
have  a  tendency  distruJtive^f  al^o      c     ':       T.^Th  'T"  '^""  '""^'«^'  ''^  ^^^  ^« 

or  the  late  proceedings  of  the  Council  rirLemlvo  I "'"''" '"''''"*^^  ^° '"^  «'-" 
xecessary  it  is  to  curb  this  spirit,  other  vilTu^  "  '"■"""'^'^'  ''"^'^''^y  «''°^v  how 

plainly  appear  from  several  in  tils        Tt     r    i  'T"^  "'"'^  ''"'^'"  ''  ""''^  ^^  '  '^  -i" 

down,  and  they  may  think,  that  i^^^t'Z^r^trr  'l'  ''  ''T  "  ^""  '''  ^"'''^" 
w.ii  have  dread  to  oppose  them-  but  notwif  ,r    )  r'  T       """"^  '"«  ^^^'io".  all  others 

people,  they  no  ways  ^Lcced  U:;.^'^::Z':Z:2:'  ""  '"^'^  ^""^"^""^^  '"   ^^  '"« 

i  he  General  view  of  the  late  proceedin-rs  „r  ii,„  r        "  i 
in  K..,U„,  „„„  M.  €„,„„„  i,  „    .„:,':;,        ,•;",:;;    ;™' ■■'"*-";'^  ■-  '»  -^«  i«  ...pear 

In  answer  to  this  it  miv  hn   n«L    t    •    f,  '°  "°"'' ^'"^  Council  and  Assembly, 

conduct,  that  deserv:;   !    i  ^  l^t:  ; 'u'  t  :"  T'  '"•"'  "  ^■'^"  ""^  ^'""^  '^^  ^^^^  *"  »- 
ti.e  rule,  by  which  our  ju.ige  i    lele^'  7,    ""'T  "    '"  '""«  "'"^  ^^""'"^^  '^  "-'^ 

from   the  power  of  a  .<l-L,      In     s  It  .  r  T  "'      """^'  ''''''""'  ""  ^•'"""  ""'«'  -i- 

not  then  n'ees.ary  to  sup^;     ^  ,:  ''"7"\''''''''':':'''''  ^"""  '>>•  "'«  P"hliek  service  ;  is  it 

theCou,.cilandLemH     b:  :r'::;'';;7"''''^^  I'' the  small  number  of 

greatest  nun.ber  of  then.,  i    n.ay  b  '  '  ■ '""  """'";.""  "'  "^"  ""''  '^~-  of  the 

'felat.ons.  if  h.  once  gets  the  gre  t  ■      ,       .  V     T  ""."  "'  "'''"'"'■  ''"■''""^'  '^'"'  ""'""-"' 

A8sen.bly.  and  into  al,  the  Ollice    o  '     "'V"  '''"'"'"''  ""  '"'"  ""»  '"«  ^'»""^i'  »"d 

Bhail  U,inK  fit ;  Hut  then  0^^   :     '^^Zl  !:         T  "''. ''"'''  '"  ^"^•"  '-'"""•  ^  '- 
expressed  by  their  Representatives     nt  is  '""      "''''  '"'  ''''  '''"'■'•'■"''■-'"  -'-t  is 

already,  and  perhaps  when  ■.        n  ""'  ^'""  """'^*''"«  "''"'^  .iHferently  from  then. 

disLR^ihe  ha:;r  :;;::;:^r"A:!;!;;;;;;;::^  ""^"'  "-^  "-""^  ^^'" «"-  ^x-  ^..4  general; 

1  an.  with  very  gr^at  respect 
No  dale.  *'>'  ''""■d« 

Ue."  in  Kngland  ^"'"'  ''""""■  '""''  '"""'•'•-'  and 

Feb'M.  17J\  ebedienl  servant 

tj.  Clinto.n. 


Vol.  \I. 
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Minute  of  the  New  -  York  Legislative  Council. 

[New-York  Council  Minutes,  Albany,  XXII.,  M  — BS.] 

Thursday  tlie  fourth  day  of  December  1746:  P:  M: 
The  Council  met  According  to  Adjournment 

riiESENT  — The  Hono'''^  Cadwaliader  Colden  Esq'  Speal^er 

Philip  Livingston     \  Daniel  Horsmanden  \ 

Archibald  Kennedy  /  Joseph  Murray  / 

James  De  Lancey    r^^^"  John  Moore  M^^^" 

Pliilip  Courtlandt     )  Stephen  Bayard  ) 

The  Speaker  assumed  the  Ciiair 

M'  Chief  Justice  De  Lancey  took  Notice,  Tiiat  as  tiie  Business  of  this  Session  was  now 
Compleated,  He  had  Something  to  otler  to  the  Council,  which  arose  from  the  perusal  of  a 
pamphlet  that  had  lately  fallen  into  his  Hands  Kntituled  "A  Treaty  between  his  Excellency 
the  Covernour  and  the  six  united  Indian  Nations,  and  other  Indian  Nations  depending  on  the 
Province  of  New  York,  held  at  Albany,  in  the  Months  of  August  and  September  174G"  (Which 
pamphlet  he  had  in  his  Hand)  Wherein  was  a  Paragraph,  page  3,  in  the  Words  following.  Viz' 

"  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  New  York,  having  received  his  Majesty's 
"  Commands,  to  engage  the  Indian  Nations  depending  on  his  CJovernment,  to  join  in 
"  the  Expedition  then  intended  ag"  Canada,  and  to  make  them  the  usual  Presents  on 
"  that  Occasion ;  and  being  sensible  of  the  great  Use  these  Nations  may  be  to  the 
"Success  of  this  Enterprize,  and  likewise  of  the  Dilliculties  that  probably  might 
"  attend  his  Endeavours  at  this  Time,  was  desirous  to  have  had  the  Assistance  of  as 
"  many  of  the  Members  of  His  Majesty's  Council  as  the  t^ircumstances  of  Ali'airs 
"would  admit;  but  they  all  declined  to  give  their  Attendance  except  M-^  Coldt-n  & 
"  M'  Livingston:  His  Excellency  was  therefore  obliged  to  act  with  the  smallest 
"  Number  of  Members,  which  by  his  Majesty's  Commission  can  (orm  a  Council,  Viz' 
"Tliree;  the  above  two  Gentlemen,  and  Capt"  Uutherford,  who  was  then  at  his 
"  post  in  Albany." 

Which  pnrngraph,  he  conceived,  did  contain  a  Misrepresentation  of  Facts,  and  an  invidious 
Reflection  upon  such  o(  the  Members  of  his  Majesty's  Council  as  did  not  attend  iiig  Excellency 
to  Albany;  He  therefore  mov.d  that  the  I'lint.'r  might  be  ordered  to  attend,  and  be  examined, 
that  the  Council  might  be  inlormed  who  gave  him  the  Copy  with  Directions  to  print  it; 
Which  Motion  being  seconded  by  M'  Murray;  M'  Colden  conle'ssed  that  he  had  delivered  the 
Copy  to  the  printer;  an<l  being  thereupon  asked,  whether  he  gave  him  Directions  to  print  Ml 
lie  replyed,  he  ha<i  delivered  him  the  Copy:  Which  Confession  not  being  satisfactory,  he  was 
again  aked,  Whether  or  no  he  directed  him  to  print  it  /  And  it  was  said,  That  In  Case  he  did 
not  give  a  direct  Answer  to  that  Point,  the  Council  would  insist  that  the  Printer  should  attend, 
who  no  diaibl  would  iiilorni  llinn  of  the  Truth  o(  the  Matter:  Wlier.'Upcm  M' Colden  confessed 
also,  that  he  did  ilircct  him  to  print  it;  and  afterwards,  owned  that  he  was  the  Author,  but 
Bttid,  lie  had  no  Inlenliou  to  relied  upon  any  of  the  Uentlemen  ol  the  Counc  il. 
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Alter  some  Animarlversions  made  on  the  said  Daracrnnh  hu  \ir  ni  •  r  t      •       . 
&  M'  Murray.  M^  Chief  Justice  further  mov^  r^Tn     ^  '^'^''"'^J"^''^'*^'  ^>^  Horsmanden 
paragraph  :  and  that  the  C       ci   ut  ,    om  t      1  rriio'"";;  r'''  ''^  '"""'  """"  ^'"^  ^'^^ 
Question  being  put,  it  was  ac-cordi^ly  °"""  ^  "•^^°'""°"  ^'''*^^'^"P-  '  ^^-^  «»  the 

iiesolved,  Tiiat  it  is  the  Opinion  of  the  Council    Thit  iI.p  .f         m 
a  Mis-representation  of  Facts  and  an  invidiou,  t    n     .•  '"^  Paragraph   contains 

Council,  who  remained  at  the  ^.l^^Zt^;::';:^';:  "l  "''^^'iZ  "'^  '^  ^"^-'/« 
Treaty  at  Albany.  '  ^  ''"'  ^'^'^^"'-•ncy'a  Absence  at  the  late 

And  as  the  said  pamphlet  is  dispersed  in  print- 


Ji/r.  Cohhn  to  Governor  Clinton. 

(Now-Tork  (S.  P.O.)  X.,  I7(.] 

May  it  please  your  Excellency  -^'^"'^  SO"-  174? 

It  IH  true  as   these  "eiitlcmeii    mh-  il,.,(    ..  i'       n  . 

1  -  ineygave  (or  nainiiiL'  o     me  for  tln\  M..rii,.o     :.  ii 

;=:::;:;  :;;;j^;;;r:,:t,r--:r'rr'^^  r;:;"-^ -^^  -  ■- » '«» ■! 

tl„.  r,.,,.,„„  w,.r,.  I,„  ,.„„i„B  ,„    ,     ,;   I   *  ,       ;  """■'""•,'  " '"  "  '" "'  I"  "II  "Irnt 

..  in,..    h»    „l,,.rw„„l.  i„  ™„v,.,.,ui„„  „„,„„,  „,„„|,„.  ,  „„,  .  ,  ^.  "■'    ""I-     " 

'""•"• ' " " ' '•■  '"■  ""'"i-i  -  ( I- ... .-  m!  i.ui„g ;;,;?,:,;':' :. ,:.::;:;;; 
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Indinn  Affairs  made  it  his  duty  to  attend)  and  I  tliink  it  ungenerous  in  tliem  to  repeat  any 
casual  words  wliich  I  used  in  conversation  at  tliat  time.  I  am  sure  siiould  1  repeat  what  some 
of  them  said  at  the  same  time,  I  could  not  escape  hiame. 

The  truth  of  the  matter  is  this;  that  as  I  was  not  present  in  Council  when  your  Excellency 
desired  to  know  who  would  attend  you  to  Alhany,  I  cannot  of  my  own  knowledge  say  what 
pass'd  that  day  in  Council ;  but  your  Kxcellency  afterwards  when  you  desired  me  to  attend 
you  to  Albany,  told  me  that  the  others  (except  M-^  Livingstone)  had  declined  that  service,  and 
for  the  truth  of  this  f  must  appeal  to  your  Excellency. 

However  8ir  it  is  confessed  in  their  own  Representation  that  all  desired  to  be  excused 
(except  M'Cortlandt  who  was  absent  as  well  as  my  self)  and  that  I  likewise  desired  to  be 
excused,  or  rather  as  they  express  it  that  1  refused  to  go,  and  they  desired  to  be  excused  from 
going;  but  that  I  afterwards  was  prevailed  on  to  go  (for  I  did  go)  and  they  insisted  on  their 
excuse,  for  they  did  not  go.  This  is  the  state  of  the  (Juestion  couf'ess'd  on  all  sides  and  1  must 
leave  to  your  Excellency  to  determine  which  of  us  ddiii'd going. 

Your  Excellency  knows  that  the  printed  Narrative  of  your  Excellency's  Treaty  was 
published  several  weeks  before  the  time  that  the  Council  were  pleas'd  to  censure  this  paragragh 
mentioned  in  their  Itepresentation.  From  the  time  that  it  was  published,  till  that  day,  1  was 
frequently  in  conversation  with  these  gentlemen,  and  tho'  1  beleave  none  of  them  doubted  of 
my  being  privy  to  that  publication,  yet  none  of  them  at  any  time  took  notice  of  any  injury 
that  they  thought  was  done  to  ihem  by  it,  till  that  day:  when  coming  into  Council  while  the 
Council  met  in  their  Legislative  capacity  (at  which  time  your  E;..ellency  is  not  present)  I  was 
surprised  to  see  all  the  gentlemen  of  the  Council  met;  for  before  that  time  several  of  them 
seldom  attended  as  will  appear  by  the  minutes  of  Council  &  adjournments  were  frequently 
made  for  want  of  a  sufficient  number.  M^  Chief  Justice  took  the  printed  narrative  out  of  his 
pocket  and  spoke  to  the  purpose  as  set  forth  in  the  censure  printed  in  the  New  York  I'ost  Boy 
of  the  S"-  of  Dec--  ^V  HorsuMuden  and  .M^  Murrey  made  set  speed. es.  As  these  were  all 
lawyers,  and  prepared,  and  the  whole  a  surprise  upon  me.  I  was  not  ready  to  make  such  proper 
answer  as  perhaps  I  should  otherways  have  done.  15ui  J  observed  !  thought  it  would  be  more 
proper  to  enquire  into  this  matter  in  a  IVivy  Council  where  your  Fvxcellency  must  be  present, 
than  now  when  we  are  met  by  (nirselves.  To  which  the  Ciiief  Justice  answered  somelhingas 
to  the  power  of  tiie  House  of  Lords  with  respect  to  I'rivy  Councillors  at  the  same  time 
•Members  of  their  House;  which  as  [  did  not  understand  how  he  applied  it  to  the  present  case, 
1  cannot  repeat.  Hut  my  reason  for  saying  this  inquiry  was  more  proper  Cor  the  I'rivy  Council 
was,  that  in  tl;e  present  case  we  were  all  parlies,  but  in  the  I'rivy  Council  your  Excellency 
could  judire  b.twcen  us.  Your  Kxcellency  from  your  knowledge  could  judge  of  the  truth  or 
fal.-ity  of  It,  as  you  arc  indiir.Tcnt  between  us.  I  likewise  told  them  that  if  they  thought  that 
there  was  any  thing  In  that  paiagrapli  that  by  mistake  or  unguarded  expre.s.sion  threw  any 
unjust  reflection  on  the  Council,  I  would  join  freely  with  Ihem  in  doing  justice  to  .very  one, 
if  the  proper  steps  were  taken  for  that  purpose,  but  I  did  neither  confess  nor  acknowledge  in 
the  manner  set  forth  in  that  publication,  and  that  minute  was  drawn  up  and  publishM  without 
being  communicated  to  UH'.  I  think  it  not  f.iir  to  rep.'.il  in  so  solemn  a  m;iniier  as  that  of  a 
Kt-presenlitlitMi  from  the  Couni'il  any  extempore  and  unpremeditated  expressions  that  any  person 
miiy  use,  without  giving  him  .in  oppoituniiy  ir>  explain  them  or  excuse  them  ;  yet  from  their 
exuuiple  I  ihiiik  I  may  on  this  occasion  be  allowed  to  irll  your  Kx.'ellency  that  ihe'chief  Justiee 
In  tills  di'hale  tiaid:— That  some'of  the  (Joiincil  of   this   J'rovim-*,   luid   named   M-^    I'liiiiipse, 
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had  been  removed  from  the  Council  hv  n   CU.  •  ^^ 

Tl.is  gentleman  was  removed  LI    ^^  ^^r;*-'^^'-  -"'«  ^^  ^-  ^eing  a  Jacobite. 

"ivM  in  this  Province  and  have  been  in       e  ^    3, 1;        ""     f  ^  """-'-tion.  and  tho'  I  then 
reason  for  that  gentleman.s  removal     V do  n,^t  k  T  ".     '  ''"^^  ''"'*^  '  ^^"  ''^''^^  '>'•  tin's 

tl'o  King  which  occasioned  that  g     .1  n -m'     re     '"  ,"  '"  f^'P^*-"*'-"-"  ^'^  Burnet  made  ,0 
tn.e.thatitwasforamisdemeancfr  ,   p^^    r  'T  '"""'   &  I  believe  it  to  be 

to  be  true,  and  which  perhaps  can    t    I  .1  he  7"  ?  ''""'  ^''"■^''^  """  "'''«  "«'  '^""bted 

I-sons  at  that  time,  I  ,   believe   ten     "  wh   [T"   '"  '^'  '"^'  '^  "'^^  '""^^  '"  ^  ^-y 
omce  of  the  Lords  Comn.issioners  for  Tr     e   ort  t  ,    """  '7  ""7  ''''''""  '"'"  P'''P"^  '"  ^»- 
How  the  Chief  Justice  can.e    to  .,,..1.  .--cretary  of  r^.ate's  OfHce. 

allow'd  to  follow  these  gin  ^  en^  1"::;""""  ""/"^"  """"^  ^  ^-^  ""t.  but  if  I  be 
it  .night  have  been  with  intent  o       i      'J     'T"'"^'  "'"J*-^''":^^  °'  ^''^^  ■'""■"'^'^  '"Mentions. 

Council  of  some  such  base  design  a  tl  I  U,,"/!  7^  ""''1  I""  "'^"''"'"  "^  "^  ^''0-tie« 
'-■-1  will  influence  weak  n.inds  that  are  n  ,  'in  I'l  r"  T  """  ""'''  '"^'''''''tions  of  this 
''"bate,  a.,d  may  prejudice  tlu.se  w,  '^■'l'""''';  «f  .1"'I^'-"S  of  the  .nerits  of  the   n.aier  in 

Chief  Justice  tJ^eal.  i„  t^:  i:  ^  Z^uT"  7'V'  "'"'^'^  ™'""  ""^"-  '"« 
n.u.st  leave  it  to  your  Excellency  .0  j   d   e        .•,  li  "'     ."^  "'"  '  """'"^  ■"■•''«'-•   ^   ^ 

sulHcient  grounds.     I  think  „  ,|  .  „.     7ne  ?"■"""  ""'  '  ''''^''  ''«  "'i"^  -  ^'itbout 

because  f  believe  that  this  an  1  ,.c  i  .."'  "'  '''^  '""'^''^  "'  ''^  '"  ^'^  C'-''  J-tice/ 
vvln-ch   many  in   both  the  Counc        n      I  I  :T''7'  ''^''  '"'^"  ''''  ''^'-''P"'  "-'->-  by 

occasions.     In  the  last  pla  Li  1'      Z  '"'"'  '"'•'>'  P"^''>"^"'  "P""  ""  «-*Tal 

gentlemen   have   taken  V.rti:^^^^  '''   -ethod  which   these 

••-iiament  (unless  it  were         rj.^I':'      r''''r  '"  J'""^'"'  ''^  ""^  P^^'-''^  '" 
•be  Constitution  of  the  (iovern    e,       t    "  T  ,  ""■'  "*'''  '*  ^^"""^  ''^'fe'"  '"  ''''^troy 

-'••-  or  application  ,0  vouM  !;:,,';  j''''"^'  "\ '""  P*'"P'^'  ''^  P'"'''--.,  wi.bout  any 

to  judge  in  matters  of  this  kind;  and   2rt.      Inl  h"  "T""  '■'""""'^'  "'"  '"'^''^  ^  ^'*?''^ 
ofthepeoplethentoapply  ,..y  ..  .    ;    '-thus  endeavoured  to  prejudice  the  minds 

open  resistance  become    necessLv)  1  ok'      '         ,  '"  '  ''"'■  '"'  ''"  ''"'"■^  ^''-^^-''Pt  v^bere 

-<i  -e  less  excusahle  in  tln.se  ^    ;    h::;"''""""'"''''''''^"^'^''  "'  «"'"'  «-ernment. 

I  am  truly  surprised  with  .he  n         •  ■'"'"•"■'^tratu.n,  than  in  others. 

.en.len.en.  that  I  advised  yo!     ,    ^^l     ;;^.  •'^;';::  ^  '"  ""  '''••--""ion  made  by  these 
before   the  Council   at    .W   Vork     '        V  ^^        '  P'"'"''''"'^"' "''''«  Council   at  Albany 

Kxcellency-s  declara,     u^:         IZ;  ?•  ^"  T"  ^r""""^^'   "^^'"^"''""-     ''^^^    von^ 
whether  I  ever,  at  any  tin.e  g  ve  u.^:"!!  i^""''  ''":  '  •""^'  "P<'-'   '"  ^o-  ^^-ll^uy 

least  ground  for  thisLertion  ;  ne    le  r    ,      " '"     'r'"   '""'"""  '"  ''""^'  ^''^-' ^l- 

given,  sence  those  n,inu,e..  we  ,     l-,  ,    '   '   "■•;''";."'   '"^   '"    P^P'-  •"-•''  '"'vice  could   be 

"-•'I-      While  your  K.xcellency  w         t  i,    ^   ,  r'';'"''  '"''^""'J"   ''"'  ''^-•-->'«  omce.  as 

employ  your  Secretary  in  much  wri  il  v  '  '  "•'/'"i"""'  ""-"  «"^'  J'""  was  obliged  ,0 
your  Kxcllencycarri.:,  .0  A...!;.;  :  t:;™  '  l^^^:  "'^  ;":  ;'-^-'-  "f  a  clerk,  vvhom 
to  .New  Vork.     For  this  reaso:.  your  Srr  ■     rv'       .'   '  '     """  '"^''"  '"^  ^^'  '•«'t"rning 

of  Home  papers,  which  were  rZ^T^T^'V'T'"'''  -."•- minutes  with  Copied 
"".Twards.     Thesepapers  were       ;l;;     ,      ;;;:X'""     "       ''^^''  ""■  '"-  '-"«  in-ited 

ix;;::::j:;.:;:::l:;:::;';^^^^^^ 
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Council  at  Albany  in  tl)e  Secretary's  Omce,  but  this.  Your  Excellency  bad  been  absent 
about  three  months  from  your  family;  the  Assembly  was  to  meet  in  a  few  days  after  your 
return,  and  you  had  all  the  matters  to  prepare  which  were  to  be  laid  before  them.  Before 
your  Excellency  could  do  this,  you  was  taken  dangerously  ill,  and  by  these  means  you  could 
not  look  over  the  numerous  papers  you  had  brought  with  you  from  Albany  in  quest  of  that 
pjyjer  which  was  misplaced.  But  as  I  informed  your  Excellenty  that  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Council  intertained  some  jealousy  of  the  reasons  why  the  Papers  were  not  lodged  in  the 
Secretary's  Office,  your  Excellency  was  prevail'd  on  before  you  was  well  recovered,  to  search 
for  that  paper,  and  as  soon  as  it  was  found,  so  far  as  I  know,  all  the  papers  were  deposited  in 
the  Secretary's  Office. 

I  come  now  to  a  very  memorable  transaction  of  a  Committee  of  Council  in  which  J  own 
that  I  difered  much  in  opinion  from  the  other  gentlemen  of  the  Council,  which  occasioned 
some  debate  between  them  &  me;  but  I  think  it  an  unusual  hardship  put  upon  me  by  the 
Representation  of  these  gentlemen,  to  be  put  to  answer  for  extempore  words,  used  in  the  heat 
of  debate,  when  the  words  were  not  taken  down  in  writing  and  excepted  to  at  the  time;  but 
at  two  months  time  afterwards  they  are  excepted  to,  when  it  may  Le  impossible  for  me  to 
recollect  the  occasion  of  my  speaking  them,  and  I  must  charge  this  method  of  proceeding  both 
as  unusual  and  unfair.  And  tho'  I  be  at  present  under  a  very  great  disadvantage,  by  my  being 
in  tlie  country  by  myself  without  any  assistance  to  recollect  things  past  -n  long  sence,  now 
above  three  months,  and  to  answer  the  studied  and  premeditated  charge  of  two  Judges  and  a 
noted  Attorney  assisted  with  the  memories  of  others,  who  perhaps  do  not  understand  for  what 
purpose  their  memories  are  made  use  of,  I  trust  to  the  force  of  truth  and  to  your  Excellency's 
candour  in  judgeing.  For  this  purpose  1  must  give  your  Excellency  an  account  of  several  facts 
which  these  gentlemen  have  thought  fit  to  omit.  I  even  perswade  myself  that  when  your 
Excellency  observes  at  what  pains  these  gentlemen  are  lo  recollect  every  casual  word  that  I 
have  at  any  time  spoke,  and  the  artificial  turns  given  lo  my  words  that  you  will  think  they  are 
at  some  loss  to  find  real  causes  of  complaint  against  me  ;  and  this  observation,  so  obvious  thro' 
the  whole  of  their  charge,  gives  me  a  good  deal  of  confidence  in  making  my  defence. 

But  to  return  to  matters  of  fact.  The  Committee  of  Council  (for  a  Council  of  State  when 
your  Excellency  is  not  present  I  do  not  understand  )  taking  into  consideration  your  Excellency's 
Keferrence  to  them  for  advice  (more  properly  than  Message)  since  your  indisposition  rendered 
you  mcapable  of  being  present,  it  was  objected  that  they  could  not  give  an  opinion  without 
prevmusly  knowing  what  orders  your  Excellency  had  given  to  Coll.  Roberts  the  Commanding 
Officer  of  the  new  levied  forces  in  tins  Trovinee.  To  tins  I  answered  that  1  did  not  know  that 
we  had  a  right  lo  demand  n  particula-  account  of  your  Excellency's  orders  to  the  army  and  of 
every  military  interorise  that  your  Excellency  shouhl  tj.ink.proper  to  undertake,  &  from  the 
nature  of  things  it  is  impossible  and  wouhl  be  highly  inconvenient  that  every  interprise  of  the 
army  should  be  first  debated  in  Council  of  State,  by  men  who  have  no  pretJntions  to  military 
knowledge  and  at  100  or  '200  miles  distance  from  the  army  ;  at  least  these  were  my  sentiments 
at  that  lime,  and  these  gentlemen  gave  no  reasons  to  make  me  alter  my  opinion.  I  said  that 
whatever  the  orders  were,  tlio'  never  so  necessary,  it  was  plain,  from  his  Ex.'ellency's  references 
&  Col.  Roberts'  letter,  they  could  not  be  executed  while  the  t.'ommissioners'  wilheld  the 
provisions.  But  as  they  insisted  that  the  orders  to  Col.  Itoberls  must  be  previously  known, 
an.l  that  they  could  not  give  an  opinion  without  knowing  those  orders.  I  had  i..;lhing  more  to 
say  than  lo  desire  ihem  lo  put  this  down  as  a  reason  why  ihey  could  not  iriv  an  opinion. 
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I  do  not  remember  any  thing  as  to  the  minutes  of  Council  that  their  n.f  K  • 
came  into  debate,  but  as  it  is  usual  for  mpn  „,hn    i  ^"""^  communicated 

to  the  debate,  it  is  not  ^n^o^^^^t^Z^l'^^^^jT^^  '^"■""^  '"  '"'-^""^  ^°-'«" 
present  I  do  not  remember  it.     And  Is  i"      '  ,    b"  „  T\  '"'""?'""  '^  ^''^'''^'^  '''  '^^'  ^' 

Council  who  attended  your  Exceitncv  at  Ali^^nlw  '"T^^V"  '^'"'  "^'  g««tlemen  of  the 
I  have  denyed  it;  for  fn  this  cas  -oL  Lxc'  Jn^^^^^^^^^^^  Committee  of  Council,  probably 
opinion  of  this  Committee  be  approved  of  Tn  Council      r  T       ''''  ''  ''"""^'"  ^'"  ^''^ 

the  members  of  Council  may  refuse  at  a  y  time  o  L  T  ''"\,"'PP-'"«"  ^  "'''JO"ty  of 
independent  authority,  and  say  th"    your  Kdl  Tf  ^°"''  ^-^^'^"^"«y  ""^  set  up  an 

no  right  to  proceed  o^  any  buTi'ne:*:  ClLu  X:,'  to';:::^.:^"^"  'T'  ^°"  '- 
and  1  must  continue  in  this  opinion,  while  I  think  till  ^  ^^^'=^''''"^7  ^y  the  majority, 
constitution,  and  till  they  give  me  re!  o„  to  alter  i^  I  T  "^'"'°"  ^'"'''^^  '"'"''''y  ^«  "»•• 
But  however  this  be,  it  rufpears  bylir  own  W  '  "^  "'  ^''  '''^^  ''^^'^  "''^  ^"'^"^P^^'J- 
Excellency  ought  to  hav^^^Lll  /r  ,  ^  1"  "iVo'r  "^^'  '^7  ''°"^'^'  ^""^ 
your  Excellency's  orders  to  Coll.  ...berts.  ,  r.^iZ.tZl^ZZ  T  ^  '''''''  ""''^ 
in  the  Representation  respectino-  ih^sM  nr,iu,„  ,     .       '  '^  question  mentioned 

Ar  Murray,  and  ,he  ^u^^^      ^'^  T  "n"  ""'  '"•'  '"^^  "^^'^  -"^^^  "-  ^'7 

directedto\heChairln  :      a      JV^i'r  '"  "'"  '■^"^  '^'^  ^^^^  --  ""' 

questions  even  tho'  his  questions  I,     Je      pX^^^^^  '"  ^"^.'  ^"'^  -'  --er  his 

answered;    which  in  this  case  1  am    I  urn  llv  nf  •  ""V  ^""""^'^   ""^'^'*  *°   ''^^«   ^een 

constitution  of  this  Governn.ent  1^..  "f "^  ;''"'"";  ""^  ""*'  ""'•  ^'"■•'  '''«  ''y  ^he 
devolve  on  ".e.  your  KxcelZ  ^in  :  :  J:;  ^llV'"^  'T''''  •"'  ^"^^  '^^  -«'^t 
relating  to  the  army,  which  you^n  y  no  h  ^  3  to  "  —""-te  to  me  matters 
supposing  the  case  otherwi/e  and  fhat  y  Kx  T  '",  "'"T""""'  ''^  ''"'^"•"  ^^"^  -^" 
tiling  to  n,e.  which  you  did  not  th  nk      o  ,"  n  '^     '""^''''  ^'"P"  ''  con.n.unicate  any 

duty  to  keep  the  secret,  and  iih  7  ^y :::::';;::;?  V''"  "'"^T '  ""^  '-''"''y  "'y 

it  of  your  Excellency;  which  was'atl  that  I  'Listed  1.;'  '"""  "  '"'^  ""^^'"  ^°  ''-"""'J 

with  me  while'  tl.e  C.erk  w  s  ^  dlw     h'^T    ',"  "'  ""?  '"''  ""^'"''  *'"«  -v-sation 

Winter  Camp,  an  expressioTi  't  'f  cHI en  •  '""'^  "'^^^'r'  "•'""•  ^^  "  report,  about  the 
oould  form  no  jud.en  ent  of  i  .  I  l" wt^  b  ,'  7^  '"  ''"  ^'"'"""^-  '^"  ""«  ^  -''I  '- 
fur  which  it  wis  design'd     .    d    f    r  '  <  .    "        '  """"■'  °'^''"' ^'"'"P.  and  the  purposes 

t..e  others  heard  ^U^i  :.:  :^:^r^;'Lr'T''  ""^^''  ""'  ''  ^^^  P-'"""« 
over  the  heads  which 'he  had  takrd  1  :  f  '  !  "  , '"i  f"" '""  ""  ^'^^^  '-»' 
Chairman  of  the  Comn.ittee,  should  dr.wr'.l  <"        "*'   "'"'  '^''  "o^«'"-'"<l.'".  the 

report  to  all  the  .Meu.bers  pre  i  U"     '      !  T'    '"  """  '?'"  """"  "*""'^-  ••""'  «-"'  ''- 

iMoyour  Excellency.  nI.  <:  U:^^!'!:^  'i:;Ti;:ci  .f  ^  "  ^'«"  '''"""  "^"^^ 
relating  to  any  thing  in  the  sa,d  thir.l  paragraph   m  d  wlu-n     ,  i     """  T'"  ""'  ""''  ""'''^ 

next  day  for  my  perusal.  I  objected  to  t hu  .1   r    .V  ''""*'''"  ""'  '■'■''"'•'  '"  ""• 

t'.^'  CommUt-e  tL  their  repit :  t.l  ^l^  h:!  r^:;^'!:  ^  ^  "^  ^^"^  '--^  "^-.J  'o  by 
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the  Report,  and  delivered  it  to  your  Excellency.  Your  Excellency  may  remember  that  when 
this  report  was  read  in  Council,  I  olyected  to  this  paragraph  for  the  reasons  I  have  already  set 
forth,  and  appealed  to  the  Clerk  for  the  truth  who  I  supposed  had  the  heads  agreed  to,  then  to 
produce  in  evidence  what  I  asserted.  But  the  gentlemen  then  present  thought  proper  to  rise 
up  one  after  another  and  positively  to  assert  that  tliis  paragraph  was  agreed  to  in  the  Committee, 
and  said  that  the  Clerk  was  not  to  be  heard  in  contradiction  to  them.  But  notwithstanding 
of  this,  I  positively  affirm  the  fact  to  be  as  I  have  related  it;  and  I  shall  add  one  reason  for 
confirming  it.  That  as  in  your  Excellency's  written  referrence  &  in  Col.  Roberts'  his  letter 
and  in  any  paper  referred  to  that  Committee,  there  was  not  one  word  of  a  Winter  Camp,  or  of 
the  disposition  intended  to  be  made  of  the  forces,  that  paragraph  could  not  in  any  propriety 
be  made  part  of  the  Report.  The  dispute  here  related  only  to  the  truth  of  a  matter  of  fact, 
and  justice  requires  trutli  to  be  sacred  in  all  publick  enquiries,  and  therefore  when  the  publick 
character  of  the  persons  concernVl  in  this  debate  is  considered,  it  very  much  concerns  His 
Majesties  justice  and  the  safety  of  every  man  in  this  Province  that  people  do  not  put  their 
confidence  only  in  power  and  number,  without  any  regard  to  truth,  ami  I  earnestly  desire  that 
this  matter  may  be  strictly  inquired  into;  ior  1  doubt  not  before  impartial  judges  the  force 
of  truth  in  this  case  will  be  greater  than  that  of  power  or  numbers. 

Your  Excellency  in  answer  to  that  part  of  the  Report  which  reflected  on  your  Excellencys 
not  communicating  to  them  the  transactions  at  Albany  took  notice  that  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Council  at  New  York  had  taken  upon  themselves  the  adininisiration  both  civil  and  military, 
that  though  you  had  been  so  long  return'd  to  this  place,  they  had  made  no  report  to  you  of 
their  proceedings,  and  that  two  days  alter  they  knew  you  was  returned  tiie  Officers  of  the 
Militia  had  been  served  with  their  orders,  and  which  had  never  been  communicated  to  you ;  on 
which  you  made  some  observations  and  directed  that  what  you  then  said  should  be  entered 
on  the  minutes.  On  which  some  of  the  gentlemen  acknowledged  their  error  and  prayed  that 
your  Excellency  would  not  order  any  entry  to  be  made.  On  wliicii  I  moved  that  tl.e  Council 
would  likewise  take  back  their  report,  which  had  given  occasion  to  those  reniarks  on  their 
conduct  made  by  your  Excellency,  which  being  agreed  to,  your  Excellency  then  told  them  how 
desirous  you  was  to  have  a  good  understanding  with  them  and  that  you  would  at  all  times  be 
pleased  with  their  giving  their  advice  freely,  either  jointly  as  a  Council  or  separately  as  they 
should  think  best.  Upon  which  I  was  in  hopes  all  things  would  have  been  restored  to  a 
harmony;  but  diflerently  things  turned  out  is  too  well  known  to  your  Excellency  for  to  make 
it  necessary  for  me  to  repeat.  But  1  do  not  remember,  and  1  positively  deny  that  !  made  any 
promis  that  any  papers  of  any  kind  should  be  laid  before  the  Committee,  neither  can  1  imagine 
what  could  induce  me  to  make  such  a  promise,  if  I  bad,  sence  no  publick  papers  were  in  my 
hands,  nor  did  I  at  any  time  concern  my  self  as  to  what  papers  your  Excellency  should  think 
proper  to  lay  before  the  Council ;  neither  do  I  at  this  time  know  what  papers  your  Excellency 
lias  put  into  the  Secretary's  Office. 

As  to  your  Excellency's  .Speech,  Mesages  and  I'rorogation  of  the  C!en'  Assembly,  I  shall  only 
say  that  your  Excellency  told  me  that  you  h  ul  advised  with  the  Cheif  .Justice  and  the  Speaker 
of  the  Assembly  both  as  to  the  Speech  itself  and  as  to  the  manner  of  sending  it  by  reason  of 
your  indisposition,  &  I  must  leave  it  to  your  Excellency  to  say  what  advice  they  gave  you.  I 
have  been  for  a  longer  lime  in  the  Council  than  any  in  it;  I  do  not  renu-mber  that  any 
(iovernour  advised  with  the  Council  as  to  his  speech  &  messages,  or  as  to  prorogations. 
This  is  a  part  of  the   i'rerogative  lodged  with   the  (Jovernour  solely,  and  1  beleiva  these 
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gentlemen  can  give  no  instances  to  the  contrary,  excent  vprv  lnf<.i         u       .    . 
apprehend,  were  on  foot  prcTJudicial  to   th.  ''^'^'^''^y^  ^^'^^  '"'^'y-  when  designs,  as  I 

commission  to  the  GovernouTLcrlflantprov^^^^^^^^^       "  '''''''''''   '^   "'^   ^^«j-'- 
As  to  the  reason  why  vour  ExcpIIpnnu  a;a  „«* 

the  Commissioners  for  fndian  aS  f  M.     an    ccor:fr!V\'^^^^  '''  '"'""^^^  ^' 

in  Canada,  I  can  say  I  know  as  litt  e  of    h.t  m.^  .        """  '"'^''"'^  transactions 

beleive  much  less  than  soml  f  t  ^  Le^se  2;;:  ""f  °'  ^'^^  '=^"  P'"^*-'^  ^°'  -^^  I 
I  do  not.     But  I  rm  at  no  loss  to  dlLo^er  th  "1      ^  \  ""  *°  ^'  "^  importance,  which 

affair  under  your  considerat  on  at  hat  ime  ^""^T"'  '^"""^"''^  ^""^  ""^  ^'^^'^  '''•''* 
sums  for  engaging  the  friends^ "p^of  t he' I  di  ^3  and  Lr  d^in^^  t^  '"""  '"'  ^°^  ''''  '"^^« 
intended  against  Ca.ada,  whici  the  Assembly  of  thilp^^f  .  '''''"'''  '^  "''  Expedition 
was  then  making  up  your  accounts  at    wrU^ng/:^  'TtT'     ''''' 

to  sail  in  a  few  days:  and  this  is  .0  ohvin,         T     !,  ,  ''"P'  '^°''  England  were 

ashamed  to  say  they  wer^-^t  all  tods  ";     ""f    ^T""  ''''  ^'"^^  S^"^'^'"^"  -«y  be 

how  desirous  Ly  Jre  to  thrlw  hC  oZ^  '  ^"'  ^"  ''^  ^^""^  ''"^  ^^  ^«°  ^^'^^^'^  «•>'- 
May  it  please  your  Excellency :— 

ge:;i;:rS::t!:,::t;rt.7arrdir''^  .eneral  .legations  made  hy  these 
occasioned  by  my  ill  advice  an^a  tier" i  ^'«^7^''«  «''^'<=h  lately  happet>ed  have  been 
the  Council,  and  the  AsImbTy  ti      h  ?  T  u''  '"^'^"^  '^'"*'^"  ^""^  Excellency. 

nrisen  before  I  came  w  town,  while  I  w„    „,  ,1.         7/  """""'''''''  diHerences  hnd  not 
the  A..e,„bly  hnd  e,p.e..ea  To'  co,„r    „,,;,;      w ,  Z,    LTr'  '"'  r"  '"  ""'  ""'°' 

»"■«;- """"■y^ «''»''.-"«--"n/u:;  .i7:v::f„;.:;iv:.h'^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

be  thrown  on  your  Excellencv's  renntntin,.    i  /''"""«  i"«  s'""- uhich  was  designed  to 

c»u,.„r.iuhr..e„u„™::^H:,i:tr,;!,,;::;::™'™'' '"" """""  •■"'"«"' "  "--■ 

.ow„.  .,„,„,„.,.„,,  by  which  f.,„,e,  <,ove„,o,,  p„„r..d^he;u:h„■;;!™L!^;i;:r.';,";,: 
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office,  and  thereby  gave  some  designing  men  the  hopes  of  making  your  Excellency  and  all 
future  Governors  nieer  dependants  on  a  faction.  Your  Excellency  is  now  sensible  how 
dangerous  these  concessions  liave  proved  to  iiis  Majesties  authority  in  the  hands  of  his 
Governor,  and  may  hereafter  prove  to  the  dependency  of  this  Province  on  the  Crown;  and  it 
is  truly  the  strugal  for  power  in  a  faction,  that  is  the  real  cause  of  all  the  uneai^iiiess  v'  iuli  has 
happened  to  your  Excellency,  and  of  this  the  generality  of  the  people  of  this  Province  are  truly 
sensible.  Your  Excellency  will  perceive  from  some  things  which  I  have  been  obliged  on  this 
occasion  to  write  in  my  own  defence  that  I  have  been  so  far  from  giving  your  Excellency  an  ill 
impression  of  tliese  gentlemen,  that  1  have  concealed  things  from  you  that  might  greatly  have 
served  for  that  purpose  had  it  been  my  design. 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  give  any  return  to  the  wit  with  which  that  performance  is  embellished, 
because  the  wit  only  serves  to  show  the  true  disposition  of  the  mind  and  the  rancour  with 
which  the  author  writes;  neither  do  I  envy  him  tiie  peculiarity  by  which  he  always 
distinguishes  and  makes  himself  known  in  putting  the  worst  and  most  unnatural  construction 
on  words  that  it  is  possil)le  they  can  bear. 

On  the  whole  I  think  1  may  be  allowed  to  say,  that  it  is  an  invidious  misrepresentation  of 
facts,  and  however  the  author  may  have  endeavoured  to  cover  his  envy,  it  at  last  breaks  openly 
forth  in  the  last  paragraph  save  one,  in  the  following  words. 

M''  Cohh'ii  has  told  (Ik:  world  in  iirint  of  his  being  thr.  nut  person  to  your  ExccUenaj  in  the 
Adminii'tralion.  Wc  shall  not  make  unij  rijlcctions  on  this  circumstance,  but  leave  your  Ejrellency  to 
consider  whether  it  may  not  be  his  interest  to  imbroil  your  Excellcncy^s  (iffai.  '  and  distract  your 
administration,  the  consrijiience  uf  which  may  be  his  getting  the  reins  of  government  into  his  oimi  hands; 
and  here  perhaps  your  Excellency  may  find  that  wUich  was  intended  to  be  a  rcjlccliun  on  others  "  one  of 
those  artful  and  designing  men  ivho  have  jiri cat e  views." 

What  M'  Golden,  as  they  say,  has  told  the  world  in  print,  I  suppose  must  refer  to  page  9"" 
of  your  Excellency's  treaty  with  the  Indians  when  last  at  Albany,  which  in  the  printed 
account  thereof  is  said  to  be  introduced  as  follows:  — 

His  Excellency  our  Gocernoiir  having  been  taken  ill  and  as  yrt  not  so  well  recovered  as  that  he  can 
safely  come  abroad,  has  ordered  me  (being  the  next  person  t<>  him  in  the  Administration)  to  speak  to  you 
in  his  name,  which  I  shall  do  in  the  same  words  which  he  designed  to  have  spoke  had  he  not  been  prevented 
bi/  sickness. 

Tho'  I  cannot  clear  myself  from  my  share  of  vanity,  a  weed  which  is  observed  to  grow 
luxuriously  in  an  American  soil,  yet  any  one  with  a  moderate  share  of  candour  would  put  a 
favorable  construction  on  >P  Colden's  telling  the  Indians  on  the  occasion  of  his  speaking  to 
them  in  a  publick  treaty,  that  he  was  the  next  person  to  the  (Jovernor  in  the  Aduiinistration 
as  it  shewed  his  F^xcellencys  respect  to  the  Indians,  and  likewise  gave  the  greater  credit  to 
what  was  said.  It  seem'd  reasonable  to  tell  the  Indians  why  your  Kxcellency  had  made  choice 
of  M'  Golden  rather  than  another,  and  I  must  leave  it  to  this  author  of  wit  and  penetration  to 
give  a  better  reason  for  the  choice,  because  I  cannot  give  any  other,  and  I  beleive  it  was  the 
true  reason.  Wliy  this  came  to  be  [)rinte(I  I  can  give  no  other  reason,  but  things  were  to  be 
told  truly  as  they  were,  and  if  it  be  considered  that  every  man  in  this  Province  knew  that  I 
am  the  first  in  the  Gouncil  or  the  next  in  the  Administration  as  certainly  before  this 
publication  as  afterwards,  I  could  not  have  my  vanity  much  encreas't  I)y  it.  But  what  follows 
in  tlie  paragraph  a|)pear8  too  openly  invidious,  when  in  the  whole  Representation  they  havu 
not  been  able  to  give  one  Instunce  of  »ny  stirring  up  disscentions  and  diflercnces  among  the 
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I'ztr.;"-  ';rrT„::,  ';.i:™r jrr;:::",:"  "-r '- '-- »-  '- 

of  .I...,   „UI    „  d,."'     ,  „„;."■      ""'»"•'-"'."-   li »' .>n,...  ,r,,.  some 

IrutI,  of  f.M,  ,an  ,01  he  .„  w.^l  k.ow..,T.  '  '  '"  '""■"  ""'"'  '''"'■•■•  "'"■"■  "'« 

.3  „  „o,„„„of  wi.„c.s.e, :;:;;;;:;;  "i;""  •"••;, ""-" --^k 

own  .i„dic,„i„„,  „„d  I  ,|o„l,t  „ot  voo  „.m  r,  '■'"■       "  »■""  '■•"•■•"'"'  '■  i"  "'y 

view  of  ,i,,,.  s  ,Zne„         I,  ir  »7  T""""  "'  '" "  ""  """'■     •'■'■"'  "'"  "  ll.e 

chosen  to  n,,kf  l!e|.re«„,„„on,  ]  ,l,i„k  it  i,  e.idei.t  fron,  ,l,e  lime  they  l,„v, 

^ZtL^:'::^^:7:::::z/r :; rr "-'  ■ "-  ■'■- 

1  w„,  „,i,le,„|inR  vour  KveelleiL  w  ,1    d  f  ^     """■'""'  "'  "'"  '"-Si'huure. 

rrorog, „  of  .L^s,en;     ,'i„"  ,  :'t;,,  :\,:;:'' r;'  >•;'"■  ■  "">•"  -  "»>■« »'- .... 

.I.e„,  M  they  pretend eh  ivon     ,      i ,  "  1       '  ,      '  "      ""?  '■"'"  "■■■"""'"'y  »?»"'"' 

w...  go„  into  the  Country  „,„|,or>,";^:^^^^^  "'  '""  ':>"'-""" "er  I 

cut  oir  hetween  n,v  house  an.l  tl,e  ,J,"  ^«"'  »«'.'•  '""^  »he e„„,„,„nieu,ion  w„. 

...i«ii:;;rc:::';iit;l'':;;,;::r;or:,  ■  "7^  r '"- "- ™ " "'"  "•^■-'•■ 

reptesentntion.  of  A.e„„„y ,  „r  tlnl  L         .:„'  , f  n     i  '  .TtiTltl'v  ""rr"  l',' 

hy  n,eer  powe  ,        T,,',,  t^""  ",',"'":"  "■,"•"■"  ""'  ""'y  "f  eppre.sing  the  inno, , 

.e  ingh^t  .tntion.  in  u:^::,;!:::;:;:^:;;;:;;';,  ;;;i;;:r  ^ -^-''-^^ -• 

M»jes.,e.  „nn,«er.  will  think  1,  ineumbent  on     ,.n,  to  give  „„  el  ec       I  cl  eek  ,  '": '"' 

l.»  no.  „,  tin,  ti,„e  don,  to  si.,  .he  PO»J   of    „  f  '   .    ,'"  '"  "'■  "'"  "  ' '"""S 

""• "-'  '<■■■' .-e  h».s  of;,:.,';:::,::;":;;:;:::.  """*• "" " '"" '-  •""  '■""-- 
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execution  ;  than  which  nothing  can  he  more  false,  and  nothing  more  effectual  to  alienate  the 
minds  of  the  people  from  tlieir  duty.  I  beleive  it  will  be  ditlicult  to  assign  any  reason  for  this 
Printer  depending  on  the  government,  thus  daring  to  pul)li8h  in  open  defiance  of  the 
Administration,  but  the  confidence  he  lias  in  the  power  of  a  faction.  Please  to  see  the  New 
York  VVeekly  Post  Boys,  published  since  I  left  the  Town,  of  the  lo'"  and  29'"  of  December,  for 
proof  of  what  I  now  say. 

Being  informed  that  the  last  vesel  which  is  to  go  in  this  season,  for  England,  is  ready  to  sail 
about  this  time,  I  am  oblig'd  to  hurry  my  self  in  making  this  answer  that  if  possible  it  may 
reach  your  Excellency's  hands  before  that  vessel  sails.  And  therefore  I  must  beg  of  your 
Excellency  to  excuse  any  inaccuracy,  or  other  defect,  which  may  appear  in  it,  and  which 
perhaps  I  might  have  avoided  had  more  time  been  allowed  me.  With  confidence  therefore  in 
your  Excellency's  candour  and  justice,  this  my  defence  is  humbly  submitted  to  your  Excellency's 
judgement  by 


Your  Excellency's 

(Indorsed)  "29  Jan^  174^ 

'«  Doctor  Coldens  Answer  to  the 

"  Council's  Representation  ag"  him." 


Most  obedient  &  most  humble  Servant 
(signed)         Cadwalladek  Golden. 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Duhe  of  Newcastle. 

[New-York  <  8.  r.  O.  )  X.,  191.] 

New  York  \  1"'  May  1747. 
May  it  please  Your  Grace.  ( Duplicate ) 

I  understood  from  your  Grace's  letter  of  the  O"-  April  1740.  that  I  was  to  endeavour  to  levy 
as  great  a  number  of  forces  within  my  government,  as  I  could,  for  an  expedition  which  His 
Majesty  intended  against  Canada,  that  the  like  orders  were  given  to  the  (Jovcrnours  of  the 
neighbouring  colonies,  and  that  all  the  charges  of  levying  those  forces,  arming  cloathing  & 
paymg  them  &'  were  to  be  defrayed  by  the  respective  Assemblys  of  the  Governm"  where  they 
were  levied,  or  by  General  S«  Clair  who  was  to  command  in  Chief  on  the  said  expedition,  or 
by  some  other  person  to  be  appointed  by  His  Majesty  for  that  purpose.  And  tho*  the  rendezvous 
of  that  part  of  the  forces  w'"  was  to  go  by  land  was  directed  to  be  at  Albany  within  my 
government,  yet  1  had  no  other  nor  more  particular  directions  in  this  affair,  then  such  as  all 
the  neighbouring  Governours  had.  the  command  of  that  part  of  the  forces  being  given  to  M' 
Gooch,  Lieutenant  Governour  of  Virginia;  but  Brigadier  Gooch  having  declined  to  take  the 
command  &  the  other  Governours  having  declared  that  they  had  nothing  further  to  do  with 
them  after  they  were  in  my  government  they  having  marched  to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  I  was 
under  the  necessity  to  take  the  Command  of  them  by  virtue  of  His  Majesty's  Commission  to 
me,  appointing  me  Captain  General  of  the  Province  of  New  York  and  the  territories  thereon 
depending  in  America  &  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut ;  &  from  the  necessity  of  affairs  I 
thought  my  self  obliged  in  duty  to  His  Majesty  to  take  care  of  them  &  by  some  means  or  other 
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to  defray  all  tlie  necessary  expences  for  tlieir  snnnnrt  <r  „      > 

cliarg™atle„,lini;ll,e  levvin,  ll,«»  Ih,™.  V  respecuvc  AssembliM,  for  tlie 

...end  ,1,1,  ..r,iee  ^        v    'j  1, '"  "l  '";  ''7"""  "^  "'""  '"'''''"""  "'""«"'  "'«  """' 

procurlui':  L!;'"''"*''  •"""""■""  ■""'  "--""J  '■«-  ''■'>■''  *  fcy  what  ™ea„.  I  had 
.Lough.  ,1,.  paying  „,  Zm  mth.  be  d  n  r  ?  n,  1    ""r"'  '='™"'"'  »=  '"""  P"'i»i»".  I 

..-.„„  ^  J  LI, .  h::::^,"  e%  »;::'',  r:rT,:etr;;f'°",''',  ^«  ^"°- 

companies  of  the  new  levies  refused  to  rlnHufv    v.    r.  ,  of  April   last  several 

tl.ey  were  posted  for  the    ecurkHf  tl.    Fr     r      t""^"?  I"'"^  °'"*'"^"  '•^'^  "'^  P'^^  ^here 
became  geLral  throu^  t  xt  Lv  -  cir^U^  'h"'^^  ^°  ^'^'^"^'  ^  ^'^  -^'"^ 

on  the  Frontiers  towards  CmJ^     llZ     v\  '  "''''  ""'  "°^  '"  ^'^'^  ^'•"^i"-^ 

Massachuset's  Bay.Tconn    Ti t"  w  th  w  'n '    "^  T".'  ''^'^^"""''''^  '"^^  Governours  of 

of  the  forces  in  tlfe ir  resDe  1"  '        "''''''"'  "^ '""""' ''"''"  ''  «^"'^  detachments 

E«ha„ge  for  „v.  .h„,„„,.d  hv.  h'a,i.d  ponal'l:;;:,;;!  ■„.  N,!:;  ::;;:;'iX  """ """  °' 
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Since  the  Assembly  bad  at  several  times  formerly  &  in  their  session  this  Spring  absolutely 

refused  to  contribute  towards  any  expence  besides  that  of  provision  I  was  under  a  necessity  of 

complying  with  this  advice  of  Council,  for  if  the  new  levies  should  continue  to  mutiny  this  & 

the  other  Colonies  must  be  in  danger  not  only  from  the  enemy,  but  exposed  to  the   ravages 

&  other   disorders  of  mutinous    soldiers.     As  I  have  now  engaged  my  own  fortune  for  the 

payment  of  these  bills  entirely  for  His  Majesties  service  without  a  possibility  of  private  profit 

thereby  to  my  self,  I  must  entreat  Your  Grace  to  lay  the  case  in  such  manner  before  His  Majesty, 

that  my  family  may  not  suffer,  as  consequenily  I  must  be  nt  considerable  charges  for  the 

receiving  &  paying  &  carriage  of  this  money  to  the  far  distant  places  at  which  the  Companies 

are  or  shall  be  posted,  &  other  contingent  charges— I  must  likewise  beg  of  your  Grace  that 

some  method  he  taken  for  the  paying  of  them.     That  the  pay  of  the  oflicers  &  men  be  bona 

fide  made,  &  all  frauds  as  ninch  as  in   my  power  prevented,  I  have  appointed  Cadvvallader 

Golden  Jun'  Commissary  of  the   Musters,  in  whose  ability  and   integrity  1   have   reason  to 

confide,  &  I  shall  order  all  the  methods  to  be  taken  which  the  circumstances  of  affairs  &  of  the 

country  will  permit  for  providing  proper  vouchc;j  according  to  the  directions  of  the  Act  of 

Parlement.     I  must  therefore  desire  your  Grace  to  procure  his  Majesty's  orders  for  the  paying 

of  this  Officer,  since  I  must  advance  for  him  as  for  the  other  OlHcers.     The  money  is  already 

sent  to  Albany,  but  as  I  have  no  account  of  it's  arrival,  I  know  not  what  success  may  attend 

my  endeavours  towards  satisfying  the  soldiers  &  bringing  them  back  to  their  duly. 

I  have  sent  such  papers  to  M'  Guerin  as  I  think  may  be  of  use  for  your  Graces  further 
information,  together  with  my  speech  at  the  opening  of  the  last  sessions  of  Assembly  here  &  a 
message  I  afterwards  sent  to  them  &  their  resolves  thereon;  by  which  Your  Grace  will  be 
better  enabled  to  judge  of  the  state  of  this  Province,  &  1  presume  your  Grace  on  perusal  of 
them  will  be  more  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  recommending  to  His  Majesty  those  alterations 
in  the  Council  and  appointment  of  a  Lieutenant  Governonr  which  I  proposed  in  my  letter  last 
winter,  being  in  my  opinion  necessary  for  His  Majesty's  service  &  supporting  me  in  my 
administration  of  the  government.  On  this  occasion  i  must  inform  your  Grace  that  M'  Colden 
(the  elder)  continues  to  assist  me  chearfully  against  a  most  unreasonable  as  w.l!  as  uugr.>alfull 
opposition,  notwithstanding  that  his  assistance  is  with  considerable  prejudice  to  his  private 
allairs.  &  therefore  I  must  heartily  recommend  him  to  his  Mnj.'sty's  favour  in  some  shape  or 
other,  &  I  must  beg  your  (irace's  pardon  in  saying  that  if  those  who  distinguish  themselves  in 
support  of  His  Majesty's  authority  be  not  likewise  distinguished  by  His  Majesty's  favour,  it 
will  perhaps  become  impracticable  for  those  in  the  administration,  to  support  it  in  any 
of  the  colonies  against  the  power  of  a  faction  that  may  be  lormed  to  the  prejudice  o(  the 
Uoyal  Prerogptive. 

I  hope  your  Grace  will  excuse  all  faults  on  account  of  so  much  business  &  great  hurry  F  am 
in,  there  being  three  dillerent  opportunitys  olli-rs  at  this  lime  for  Kngland  &  obliged  to  write 
by  all,  to  give  notice  of  my  drawing  those  bills,  (or  fear  of  accidents. 
I  am,  with  the  greatest  regard 
My  Lord 

Your  Graces  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

(signed)         0.  Clintov. 


\ 
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Oovernor  Clinton  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[New-York  Ftpsm.  Bundle  Og.,  Va.  168] 

My  Lords, 

rr!v!Ll'T;R.''T'-1 /'"'•'"  '''''''  ''''''''''  """"8«*  ^'-  N-  Levies  raised  i„  tl.is 
rrov  „ce.  &  of  the  Neighbouring  provinces  now  about  Albany,  occasioned  by  the  want  of  d  v 

:;lt  r'r  'T:  "'.  '"^  '''''-''•  -"'^p--^  -« to  ncquain  vLr  Lrd-:  '^,1; 

steps  lately  taljen,  only  what  >«  inclosed;  bu,  .y  the  Mairn^aid  Man  oCWar  Cant"  Cavton  w  o 
>s  soon  to  sad  rom  Boston,  I  an.  in  hopes  ,f  being  able  to  give  a  furche  'acco  nt  of  n  y 
proceeding,  as  also  an  answer  to  Your  Lordw  ouarrves    b,it  -t  „r        .  /'^count  ol  my 

l.urry  imaginable.     I  am  quarryes,  but  at  present  am  ,n  the  greatest 

My  Lords, 

Your  Lordw  most  obedient 

New  York,  VJ.  M.y,  1747.  ''""'^''''  "'';'''"''• 

(j  Cli.nto.v. 


Exlracl  of  a  Letter  from  Colon,  I  Johnson  to  Covernor  Clin 

[  Now.Vork  I'lpeu.  Dundlu  (jg.,  Nu,  no.] 


ton. 


24"'  April  1747 

"The  I'arty  of  Indians  I  sent  out  under  the  con.mand  of  Lieut'  Walter  Butler  Jun'  against 

he|.rencharere,urncd,an.l  have  n.et  with  success,  the  particulars  of  which  are  rfZs 

i  u.y  set  out  iron,  the  Mohawk  Castle  the  third  of  this  ins.a..t  and  went  to     r  v..     >  "t' 

where  they  lay  ,wo  days  upon  u  hill,  from  whence  they  had  a  good  view  of  the  Fo  t  •    1.  v 

discovered  no,h.„g  except  two  large  Canoes  full  of  Me,.,  that  they  saw  go  fron    t  J  vZ 

'""7'^;  •''"•>'; •  '•>■  ^'"-  «"""«-g  ••-•  •^•«'"  i"  ••-  Canoes  n.ade  as  they  left  the  For      ,  Z 

CO..C  u  ed  that  they  were  go.ng  to  scalp,  the  third  da,  the  party  can.e  down  ,ro,n  tl,  Zl 

d.vuled  into  two  pr.rMes.  one  of  which  consisting  „(  thirteen  n.e,.  can.e  upon  ,he  tract  of  s" 
persons  going  towards  the  Carrison.  they  pursued  then,  till  they  got  wilhin  half  a  .l.nl:  h 
tor.  ulen  hey  discovered  a  party  of  the  (J.rriso,.  resting  o,.  a  fallen  Tree,  an.l  were 
nnph,ye  ...  beating  an.l  dressing  some  toutch  woo.I  which  they  ha.l  found  in  the  woo  we 
ey  h...  been  upon  the  patrole ;  our  thirteen  Indians  took  the  opportunity  of  approaching 
.ul-a  lank;  by  the  a..van.ageof  the  Hank  they  got  very  ..ear  the  Fre,.d,  wit  i.ut  b  g 
discovered,  and    ound  that  the  Knen.y  consisted  o.  twenty  seven   Soldiers  and  three       di   , 

o..r  in.lians  bred  upon  them  and  killed  three  whereupon  the  Kne.nv  v  to  t  leir  a  d' 

-— ed  the    ire     r,s   ly  but   without  a.iy  execution,  our  Indians  Imving  loaded  ag        g  ^e 

hut  o  e  of  t  .e.r  O,  icers  brought  them  back  to  their  ground  agai...  an.l  then    t  ,ev    .  igl  t' 
s  nar  y  a...    he  Ch.e.  of  our  Indians  was  wout.de.I  through  the  breast  and  one  arm  an.   a       h 

.h,!y  on  ,   e  knee,  upon  this  it  is  said  our  In.lians  inrage.I  fought  more  like  Devils  Iha,    M    . 
""     o(   our  In   lans  run  up  (on  .d.serving  one  of  the  Fniicl.   In,iians  presenting  his   ,.i  .' 

«h.ch  he  lell  down  dea.l.  the  other  two  French  Indians,  o„  this,  run  fur  it ;  this  discouraged 


344 


NEW-YORK  COLONIAL  MANUSCRIPTS. 


the  French  so  much  that  they  all  likewise  fled  towards  the  Fort,  except  two  Officers  and  a 
Serjeant  who  continued  fighting  bravely  till  they  all  three  fell ;  Part  of  our  Indians  in  the  mean 
time  pursued  those  that  fled,  till  they  came  within  Musket  shot  of  the  Fort  and  say  they  saw 
nine  wounded  men  carried  into  the  CJarrison  by  the  others;  they  then  returned  to  the  place  of 
Action,  but  observing  a  party  from  the  Garrison  coming  after  them,  they  had  only  time  to  take 
six  scalps,  the  Enemy  pursued  them  closely  two  days,  till  they  came  to  a  lake  from  whence  a 
River  issues  that  runs  towards  the  Mohawk  Castle.  One  of  the  French  Officers,  the  Indians 
say  was  a  young  Man  dressed  in  blue,  with  a  broad  Gold  lace  who  faught  with  undounted 
courage  till  he  was  greviousiy  wounded,  and  then  he  called  out  for  quarters  in  the  Indian 
language ;  but  perceiving  his  wounds  were  mortal  they  dispatched  him  ;  this  is  esteemed  the 
galantest  Action  performed  by  the  Indians  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  War.  There 
are  several  other  parties  of  Indians  going  out  against  the  French,  who  i'ts  hoped  will  meet 
with  success." 

There  is  other  partyes  gone  to  Canada  which  I  expect  in  dayly,  and  I  shall  continue  sending 
them  out  the  whole  summer  which  will  alarm  them  so  in  their  different  parts,  that  they  won't 
know  what  to  do,  &  I  assure  your  Lord''-,  the  Indians  all  now  begin  to  be  in  earnest  &  mean 
well,  which,  their  actions,  I  hope,  will  even  convince  the  people  of  Albany. 

G.  Clinton. 


Sir. 


Mr.  Edmund  Bauihrklje  to  Mr.  Nnthanicl  Canq). 

[New-Turk  I'apcn.  UundU  Og,,  No.  US.  ] 


Having  waited  till  now  to  hear  from  you  though  I  cant  say  with  patience,  tlio'  I  hope  you 
liave  not  forgot  us,  Sir,  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  what  progress  was  made  at  Court,  and  whether 
or  no  M'  John  Kinsey  undertook  for  you  or  not,  and  whether  or  no,  you  advised  with  him  if 
ours  ai.d  yours  could  be  joined  together ;  we  also  desire  if  you  have  drawn  your  congratulation 
together  with  your  I'elition,  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  favour  us  with  a  copy,  it  may  be  of 
service  to  us  allowing  you  to  be  the  Elder  IJrethren,  if  you  have  not  complealed  it  desire  it 
may  be  done  as  soon  as  possible,  you  are  sensible,  one  prevention  is  worth  a  good  many 
remedies,  woul.l  if  possible  be  in  readiness,  you  are  sensible  our  adversaries  have  little  else  to  do 
but  to  watch  all  opportunities  to  oppress  us,  whenever  it  lies  in  their  power  ettc  (D„t  obroill' 
ns  I  came  home,  I  called  at  Perth  Amboy  to  speak  with  my  old  Friend  as  I  observe.l  lo  y.ni, 
and  he  told  me  a  lamentable  story,  how  the  Authority  chlelly  pointed  at  me  in  particular,  auil 
that  It  lay  in  the  Chief  Justices  power,  to  issue  out  his  precepts  and  send  us  all  to  New  York 
Fort  and  there  to  be  continued  till  the  King's  pleasure  was  known,  and  then  very  like,  our 
lands  would  fall  to  the  King  and  we  transported  ettc ;  I  answered  it  did  not  surprise  me  I 
chused  the  King  should  have  it  rather  than  the  proprietors,  and  as  toufching  the  trnnsportalio'n, 
I  chused  It,  for  if  I  lost  my  Estate  and  could  not  live  in  (assion.  should  chuse  an  unknown  land; 
however,  we  parted  good  friends,  and  he  recpiested  for  the  future,  I  would  keep  myHcll  .  lear  of 

'  Sit.  (<!!  f  iM  soon.  —  Kii. 


\ 
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to  request  us  to  come  up  ,o  them,  to  ZZit]  Z  r  ''""'  '^°  ^'"''"  '■'■°'"  BethlehamC) 
not  go.  but  Anderson  w'ent,  and  a  Lt  „  bl  Itt'^  T'^T '  '  ""  '"'''^P"^^'^  -'i  -"'d 
the  affair,-  it  would  be  to  tedious  to  late  a  p.s  "  ''  "^  '^  ""  ""'''''''  '^'^  '^^^'^  '» 
round  to  gather  pence  as  its  customa  y  eTr     '    ies  TJ"/  '^^  *:.'"'"""'  '''  '''''  ^^"* 

but  was  not  accepted.  Sir.  humbly  L,  you  w  I  c  ,  '  with  h"""  """"'"'"'''^  ''''  ^"'"^  ">'' 
very  much  oblige  him  who  is  always  readv  to    L       '^  ^  '  ""^  '"'^"'^'^  ^"^  y°"  ^"l 

Friend  and  very  humble  servant  ^  ^°"  ^'^'"  ^'^^  P'«"««  ^°  '^""^'"^nd  your 

Edm"*  Bainbuidge 

received  ;  „  conclude  yo,,;  a,  before      e!  B  =ati.factio„  fo,  all  ki„dne..e. 

Maidenhead.  Apr:  7  1747 

To  M'  Nathaniel  Camp  living  in  Newark 
.tec-  .„e  ,„c,o.ed  i„  a  ,e„.  r,„™  W-  Che.„ood  dated  ..  „a,  n«.  „  p-  ce„ifi„a„  .,,„.„. 

Kon'  H.  Moimis 
Ja:  Alexander. 


Mr.  William  Chetivood  to  Mr.  Morris. 

[  New.  York  Pupon,  Bundle  Og.,  No.  ITU.  ] 

D'  Sir, 

^rrr:;;c:::h::h::^ 

believe  is  an  Knen.y  to  .M^Co  d  ^l    eV'    ,'"  ","     "!  "  '""""^  ''^"'"   ^^'""'-'^'^^'  -"o.  I 

I  found  it  in  the  m'nner  I  ^i  to  nd  to  ""  'T  ''!  ''"""'  '  '""«'''  ''  '"y  ''"'y  (- 
for  I  know  him  to  be  oneoNe^r  (.::;;:"''''';  'TT  '"  ''*'"'"'  '"  ^"'"'"  '^'-'^^d- 
procee.lings.     I  intended  to  have  wait  d  „"'  "l  1""  "  ''"'"'''""  '"  "'"^«  •""""«"« 

«till  so  troubled  with  a  swelled  f.ra„d  elm  '"  '  u  'T  '"  ""'"  ""'«  '"'«'  ""^  «'" 
nil  due  regard  '      ^  '"'^  '  ''""«  8ot.  that  I  cant  possibly  do  it.     I  am  with 

Klizabeth  Town,  ^'"""  ^'f— ^""r  most  obed'  serV 

7'"  Way  1747.  W"  Chktwood. 

To  the  Honb'''"  Koh'  H.  M(,rrin  !.'■„"•  ri,!  r  t     ••       r  . 

.Morns  Ks,,    (.hu-f  Justice  of  the  province  of  New  Jersey. -Present. -- 


Vol..  Vf. 


(•)  IJi'tleli.m  ill  where  th«  M  ir«Ti»iii.  \\\^ 
44 


r^i^ 
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Recpive-1  this  letter  and  the  inclosed  marked  with  my  name  a;  length  and  the  name  of 
James  Alexander,  on  the  8""  day  of  this  instant  May  1747.  from  Anthony  White,  who  informed 
mc  he  had  it  from  the  above  named  W""  Chetwood. 

Robert  IL  Morris. 


May  IS""  reed,  this  letter  and  the  inclosed  marked  as  above. 


Ja:  Alexander. 


.<■■»■■» 


AJuIavit  of  Solomon  Boyle  of  Morris  County,  N.  J. 

[  Now- York  Papers,  Bundle  Gg ,  No.  178.  ] 

The   Information  of  Solomon   Boyle  of  Morris  County  sworn   before  Robert 
Hunter  Morris  Esq"  Chief  Justice  of  the  Province  of  New  Jersey. — 

This  Informant  saith,  he  is  settled  on  a  Tract  of  land  upon  Pisaick  River  be'"ng  part  of  ,i 
Tract  of  2000  acres  formerly  patented  to  Robert  Barclay  about  one  mile  from  the  house  of 
Justice  Daniel  Cooper  who  is  also  settled  on  part  of  the  said  t>000  acres ;  that  about  the  end 
of  October  last  being  at  the  house  of  Samuel  Woodruff  Alderman  in  Klizabeth  Town,  he  was 
there  desired  by  several  persons,  particularly  one  they  called  Lawyer  Daniel  Clarke  and  one 
John  Osborn  both  of  Elizabeth  Town,  to  acquaint  Daniel  Cooper  that  in  <>  fortnights  time  the 
Mob  intended  to  pay  him  a  visit,  and  that  he  heard  said  Clark  say  that  he  would  accompany 
that  Mob,  which  with  the  frequent  threntnings  of  the  Mob  since  to  turn  said  Cooper  out  of 
Possesion,  has  occasioned  this  Informant  as  he  was  settled  on  the  same  right  with  Cooper 
to  be  almost  in  continual  fear  ever  since.  This  Inform'  saith,  that  he  lived  about  three  miles  to 
the  westward  of  the  house  in  which  Joseph  Dalrymple  lately  lived,  the  saiti  Deponent  having 
executed  a  Bond  wherein  he  dtood  Bound  for  James  Barclay  a  person  settled  on  the  said  place 
whereon  Dalrymple  lately  lived,  and  which  Barclay  so  being  in  pos.sesion  and  threatned  to 
be  used  by  the  Elizabeth  Town  people  received  a  protection  from  the  Council  of  IVoprietors 
to  defend  him  at  their  charge  against  all  such  suits;  that  the  said  Barclay  should  deliver  up 
posession  of  the  said  place  to  the  heirs  of  William  Dochwra  to  whom  the  said  tract  of  land 
belonged,  which  M'  James  Barclay  aiterwards  sold  the  improvements  of  the  said  phice  to  this 
informant  who  settled  the  said  Dalrymple  upon  it,  in  order  to  fulfill  the  agreement  entered 
into  by  the  said  Barclay  with  the  proprietors;  this  Informant  also  says,  that  he  came  to  8ai<l 
Dalrymple's  place,  just  after  the  house  was  broke  open  and  the  said  Dalrymple  with  his  wife 
and  childten  turned  out  of  doors  on  the  &""  of  April  l.i  ,♦  by  a  number  of  persons  with  Clubs, 
that  he  saw  several  of  the  persons  concerned  in  thai  Riot,  cairying  the  Man's  goods  out  of  the 
House,  some  in  particular  he  remembers  to  have  been  present  and  active  therein  to  witt : 
Nath"  Davis  (who  was  called  their  Capt")  Abraham  Hendricks,  Daniel  I.,iltle  of  Turkey, 
Natli"  Rogers,  W""  Johnston,  W"  Breasted,  and  James  Hampton  of  Morris  Town,  which  late 
two  was  put  in  posession  of  said  place  in  Room  of  Dalrymple;  the  said  James  Hampton  at 
the  time  of  being  put  in  posession  being  by  them  called  M'  Cross;  that  u|»on  this  Informant 
healing  the  said  iN'ath"  Davies  called  their  Capt"  by  the  said  Rioters,  it  put  him  in  mind  of  his 
having  heard  on  tho  last  training  day  being  the  sLxtli  day  of  April  on  Monday,  the  day  appoin"' 
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a  Constable  of  Turkey  wLsTn.L  1  ,'  '''^'''''T  '  "^'"^  '^"'^  ''^''"'^  ^"^'«  '«  <^'^P^"  ''7 
take  care  to  find  out  That  wh^  thl  TnT'  '^'  ""'  "^^  P"^'^"*  ••^'"«"'^--  ^^"'  will 
were  turned  and  ;Ke„  ou   o7  ou^'the  :  Zd^D      '"'  '''  ^'''  ""'  ""'''  ''''  ''^  ^'^^ 

posession  of  the  place  again  if  two:  d' agree  o  trj^t  u3"r  ''*^'  ''^V'"''  ''  ""*  '" 
ready  to  go  out  upon  their  8nmmnn«  •  T     ,     ,     ,      I  ""'^^'^  ^''^'^  ^""^  Breasted  and  be 

not  take  ft  on  themters  br.uL  I  "  "  \  "f  '"'°™'^"'  ""^^''^•^'^  ^'^^  ^alrymple  could 
bound  to  him  and  L  „;;;!    o     ;«  L  "  '""  '/  ""  ^'"'^'•^  ''^«  ^°  -^'^  '-  was 

land  has  been  laid  It  Z  si'v  vea  V  """TT"  ''^^  ''"  '""  "''Do^hwra  to  whom  that 
bound  to  the  same  p  p" se  nUhen  h  '"i  "  /  .  ^'°""'"'  "'^''  ^"''^  ^•^•'"'  ^'^^^  ^e  was 
if  be  desired  it.  they  wou  d  '.  thelT  1  1  ';""  "'"^  '"^  ^°"'«  ^-^  -^''^g  ^^'^t 

answered,  he  did  not  know  w  o  h  ./'?  '"T  "'?  u  "'  "  '"  ^''^'''^^  ^°  "^''=''  ^^^'^  I"f«™H"t 
tbis  Inform,  fur    e      ai  h^.nt  he  with  M  ,   l'  '^^'"""  '"'  '^"P'^  ^«  ^•-'"  *«  ^^^  ''■  «»«^ 

ins.ant,  had  occasion      go       TkXwl";  '     'Tl^^''"'"''  ""  '''^  «*^'^""'^  '^"^^  '^'^  '^- 

Abr:  Hendricks  Daniel  Lkt  «  .nd  he  th,  r  V,  "'  ^'"■"^'"'  ^'"^'''^'  ^^^'^  ^'^  ^^'^ 
a  turning  Dalrymnle  out  of  nn,  /     ""'  "'"'^'"'^■'^^  ''"'^  '^°"'«  '"^'"'^  ^hat  were  present 

and  Mosl  A  ^s  h  s  nc^  t  eTt^^  V  "f™^  ^^  ^^-^  toUi  by  Daniel  Cooper 
rnisled  and  we're  s;rryL  it     ,1^^^^^^^^^^  P°^'^^«-"'  ^'^y -'^  they  were 

be  restored  to  his  poss  ion  o  ll  1"  "  ,  /,  ""!  '"'  '"^  "'^^'^''-i'^n^Ie  should  again  Lawfully 
tbey  would  not  anro  I      "  ^^  n      !'"       '  "■""  ''"'"''  '"'"  "'^  ""^'^'  «»'"«  ^'^ 

tbe  thing  was  to  do  .^  n  an  f  Jh"  th  "  """"'  "'  "''  """'^  '"  ^'"^''  ^■^'"^^^  '"«^  '•'• 
do  it  yet;  this  L.for,'  h  n  id  e  i  n  .""1  T"'"''"'''  "'"'^''  "«  "°"  ''-«'  -«  would 
that  turning  people     u   of  o'sti  ?'.        '"""'  "^  """*  "'"''^''"^•'  "''''^  -'->"  «»<! 

try  the  ti^le^'lH.  tl  ;  ackZ:  :  V  .  •  ""  "'  '"^^  ""'"'  "'•''^  ^"''"^  "'^  '•  ^'--  ^^ 
Town  as  he  understo      a  d  t Zt^^^^^  '  ^  "/"VT  ''"""  '-'^.  — in,  Elizabeth 

<or  that  as  they  had  been  r  led  v^;  "  1  ! ^  "  ""  *'r'  "  ""  '""«  ^•'•'>'  «*'-'''  '^e  it. 
arbitrary  power  and  had  out  lei  .  ,?^  '"''*"'  ^''^y  themselves  now  Ruled  by  an 
justice  to   ake  pi"-    w  v      .  i    it  l""'  ""'  "''"''  ""'  '«"''  *'  '"'  ''-^  '-^  P«t 

been   several    Tr;  I,    I'  ,  Ztr")     T  ""'  ^7'^^  '"'''  P'"'^^'  '--"--  "«' 

.iependingatLaJ.cannoty  :;,  p    ie     'ti     it  f:    .^V''^^^  """.  ''  ""*  ""   ^-"^   "- 

will  like  you  the    better  for  J.  ""  't  "' <i«-eided  or  do  you  think  the  King  or  Court 

tbey  answled!;,.      '        k,  .:  ^li:  C- 1  ;•""  T  "'"  ^"^"'  ^^"^^'^'""^^  ^^^^  '' '^'- 
tbe  Jerseys  are  turned  A...    La  'as   hi  do  ll   ''•';  ""'"  •''  .'"'f ""''  '"■  '"^  '^""J-"'  '" 
"iyBubjeCsy  eurely  ,hey  are  wronued  or  .  n7  f  ''7  ""^  ''""'^'  "'''"'^  ""■  '"''"«r  with 

Luws.  sure  s.me  grivious  opp"  .   '      C,  T       T  -7  ""'  """"  '"^''^  ''*^'^""  "*^-"«t  '"y 

bave  done  it  or  son.  worl.ir  u!'    X^':^'''''^  "  ^  'T  "^  '''"  ''7  "^^^'-  ^""'^ 

tbey, also  said  the  Lund  at  Turkey  -.n.i V.       '  '  ''      '"''^''  ""  '"  ''"^'^  «"»•  '""'» 5 

tb.7  claiu-ed.  and  that  ^     n-t^H.         ^      ^t',""      l'";'""'  '""^  '"'''''  "^^'^  ''  "«  '^  «« 
^•one  in  the  Country,  and  tir"  1      Xu    v  si  1  r '''     '     r    """   "'""  ^^  ^-t '- been 
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many  more  till  fall,  but  then  they  would  proceed  faster  than  ever  yet  and  this  Informant  further 
saith.  that  on  the  Friday  following,  being  last  Friday  he  was  told  by  Jacob  Beadle  who  he 
verily  believes  is  privy  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Mob  and  who  this  Informant  has  heard 
approve  of  said  proceedings  that  the  Mob  intended  to  take  M'  Dunstar  ai.I  put  him  in  Gaol  or 
send  him  to  England  to  answer     r  what  he  had  said,  and  upon  this  Deponents  saying  he  did 
not  believe  that,  for  that  they  meddled  only  with  poor  folks  that  were  not  able  to  oppose  them, 
said  Beadle  answered  that  they  would  not  appoint  a  day  least  he  should  hear  it  and  run  away,' 
and  this  Deponent  saith  that  the  said  Beadle  lately  told  him  that  he  claimed  under  Elizabeth 
Town  Right  100  acres  of  land  in  possession  of  one  James  M^Key  between  the  fir-u  and  Second 
Mountain,  and  i^s  currently  reported  that  the  Mob  are  going  to  turn  the  said  M'Koy  off  and  to 
support  said  Beadle's  Claim  and  this  Deponent  further  saith  that  on  the  aforesaid  Training  day 
two  days   Defjre  Dalrymple  was   entirely  turned    out   but  after   the    first   Riot   wMch    was 
commuted  in  the  night  at  the  said  Dalrymple's  near  the  house  of  Oukie  Johnson  this  Deponent 
nad  discourse  with  the  aforesaid  William  Johnson,  (Nath"  Rogers,  Breasted  and  otl-^rg  being 
present)  gathered  in  a  small  body)  and  this  Dep'  said  that  Joseph  Dalrymple  was  like  to  be  a 
great  sufferer  if  they  proceeded  to  turn  him  intirely  out  as  they  said  ...ey  would,  seeing  he  was 
bound  to  keep  possession  from  any  under  the  Elizabeth  Town  Claim,  till  they  got  it  by  Law, 
Johnson  said,  they  had  got  it  by  Law,  this  Dep'  asked   him  if  he  .-lied  that  Law;   yes, 
says  Johnson  by  Club  Law  and  called  their  proceedings  a  Court  of  Equi;v,  asserted  that 
It  was  preferable  to    the   Common    Law  as  it  was  now  made  use  of;    and    this    Deponent 
further  sayth,   that    on   Saturday   the   S""   day   of    May   aforesaid,   at   the   house   of   Abr: 
Hendricks  aforesaid  in  company  with  the   Rioters  aforesaid  in  conversation  with  them,  he 
alleged,  that  if  he  had   had  an  opportunity  to  inform  them,  the  truth  of  the  case,  he  believed 
they  would  not  have  done  in  the  affair  of  Dalrymples  but  he  did  not  know  then  where  to  apply 
the  said  Abr:  answered,  that  for  the  future  the  place  of  meeting  upon  such  L^icasions  would"  be' 
ai  his  house  where  any  might  be  heard  ti:at  would,  and  this  Depon'  further  saith,  that  he 
sayd  to  the  said  Abraham  that  tlieir  Court  was  different  from  any  other  Courts  by  proceeding 
and  giving  judgement  on  hearing  one  party  only  to  which  Abrah-  replyed,  that  for  the  future 
they  intended  to  proceed  otherwise  and  not  to  act  or  proceed  till  they  received  the  complaint 
and  defence  of  the  parties  in  writing,  this   Depon'  further  saith    that    the    Rioters  and  their 
Friends  give  o.u  and  it  is  the  common   Report  that  ihey  are  not  afiraid  of  any  thing   the 
Govern'  can  do  to  them,  for  that  at  least  one  tenths  of  the  people  of  New  Jersey  are  of  their 
opinion  in  great  meraure,   that  wishes  them  well  and  will  stand  l.y  them,  that  they  had  also 
many  irieiuls  in  New  York,  Long  Ksland.   I'ennsylvauia  an<i  New  England  who  would  assist 
them  If  applyed  to,  and  this  Depon'  further  saith.  tho'  he  has  boiialide  purchased  where  he 
lives  under  the  I'atent  of  Rob'  Barciey  which  he  has  heard  proved  by  two  evidences  that  said 
upon  oath  that  they  knew  the  place  from  its  first  settling  and  that  it  was  in  the  possesion  of 
those  who  held  it  under   proprietory  rights  (or  near  forty  years   past  and   that  peaceably  till 
of  late;  yet  such  is  the  terror  that  he  lays  under  upon  aforesaid  informations  and  threatningH 
and  seeing  such  an  example  made  of  Jos:  Dalrymple  in  fuming  him  and  his  family  out  of 
doors  in  such  a  manner  though  settled  as  he  thought  on  a  good  footing  aiui  l.v  these  Rioleis 
claiming  an  Elizabeth  Town  Right,  which  drove  the  said  Depon'  to  that  extreamily  that  he 
applyed  to  a  principal  Man.  who  claimed  that  Right  for  the  favour  of  a  protection  to  save  him 
from  the  Rioters  and  obtained  one  in  these  words: 
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equal  half  undivided  belongs  to  me  and  d^in.  U^TT  "  ""T"'  """"'^  ^'^''^  -^^--^  «"« 
his  family  to  hardships,  this' is  therefore  to.  s  ifje  hat  iT'  J""  ^'"  ""^  P"'  ^""  -'^ 
for  six  months  from  this  tenth  day  of  Apr^l  1747  "'  '"'"  '°  "'^  ^'^'^^^''''''3'  '^^^^^n 

Sworn  the  13"-  day  of  May,  3747.  before.  Solomon  Boyle. 

KoB«  H.  Morris. 

(affidavit  about  Moravians )' 


!  'S 


I 


G^a.«-«^.  ^^/.to;,  (0  the  Duke  of  Mwca,(k. 

t  New. York  P.pert  ( 8.  P.  0.)  X.,  1>1S.  ] 

May  it  please  Your  Grace.  ^^'ew  York  23  May  1747 

on  t^e  l;::;r  i;;::d::;rj:3  7:  r  °''  r-^^^--^-  ^-  -  the  ^.rees  .vied 
the  President  of  Nevv  Jerse^o  comr  "th  f"'-^'^.''^:'^"  ('*  *«  --^)  ''as  a  Commission  from 
that  he  would  pay  the  wl  ol    o        1    "  ^  '"'"'   "  ''"'  ^°^'^'-"'"-''  '"«  giving  out 

absolutely  neeesLr'y  to  do  at  ,ea:  what  .in:!"  "  ^'^"^  ""'^^  "^^  ^"'"'"^"^    ^^^  ^' 

(under  his  command)  tne  who  e  «;  Jr  rf  "  ,  'l  7"  ""'^"^  ^°  P"^"'-  ^^^P^ 
Jersey  of  n,y  resolution  l.y  the  a.ll-e  oVll  N  '  .  "^''^  '''""'  '  """"""'  ^''^  ^^-''^''nt  of 
rnnn  in  part  of  what  was  due  to  t  brl  \ n'"'"'^  ^.  ?""'"'  "^  ^'^  I'--»-  '„  pay  40-  p^ 
belonged  to,  &  to  continue  to  pay  ' W  min  ;  I'.T  "";""'  "^""'^"°"  «^  "'"•»'  ^^'-y  tbey 
Bl.oul.1  be  signified  to  me.         ^^        '    "  '""""''^■'  ^"'  «"'-'''  ''»"•  ««  Hi«  Mnjesly's  pleasure 

at  i':--t:::.e^:;:t  i:;:;:;::^^^^^^  p-  ^-^  --  ^-^  -.0.  pay 

M'scuyier.of  whi.h!::^;'v:;:,  :z:pp:r'^.'^V''-  ^^"^""^'  ^  --'« ^  '^"- 

to  such  directions  as  he  sh'ould  r  •  ,   , m       '  "  ^^^7'"  l'^^  7'--'  '"">  to  conform  himself 

U".ier  his  ...nn,an.I,  the  whole  of  th  ir  Tt'h   ^T      T''^'^  "-  '-'  '-  paid  the  forces 

that  M'  Scuyler's  paying  t,,..  X,,,  t    f   J.  ^    •     ;h  "r  "  f"  """^  ^''^^'^  ""-"'  - 

greatest  niunlu-r  of  ,!„.  other  forces  &  Ci  ■  '"^."  """"^  '«  '•'«'  Pn-cipal  reason  why  the 

^^^.utinous.  &  ren,se  to  recei!:  :;^,:;;;v;:;;rhol:: '"  '"'^"^'"^"  ^^'"'''"  ^'----^ 

lour  (.'race  must  likewise  be  sensIMp  l,,,...  ,     .  •    . 

any  iMVu.r  which  is  in  n>y  Kov.'.un  V  ml  m'  7  '  IV"  ''"  ''"'P'"""  "^  ''^  -"'^  f^r 
act  in  direct  contradicion',;  nj  I  i^  ,  :  l^'  ^  '^'"'"  ^'"-'  "'"J-  ">y  eonnnanj)  to 
H^ewi.  to  the  orders  which  he^ad  re;:i::;in 'S  J^  X;.::.:""  ^""""'  ^""--  ^ 

'  Sic,  hut  •vidently  mi  error.  —  Em 
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This  must  consequently  introduce  confusion,  &  I  am  informed  speeches  were  given  out  by 
his  men  that  they  would  receive  no  pay  of  the  Governour  of  New  York,  because  if  they  did, 
then  they  would  be  under  his  command,  which  tliey  were  resolved  not  to  be. 

All  these  things,  with  many  others  of  a  differentkind,  shew  what  danger  this  Province  may 
be  in  from  the  artifices  of  a  prevailing  faction  at  this  time,  &  how  prejudicial  it  may  be  to  his 
Majesty's  service  every  where  in  North  America. 

It  must  weaken  exceedingly  my  administration  if  this  money  be  paid,  without  M'  Scuylers 
making  application  to  me,  with  an  acknowledgment  of  his  fault  at  least,  &  desiring  my 
intercession  in  order  to  obtain  it. 

I  must  beg  your  Graces  forgiveness  of  all  faults  on  account  of  the  hurry  I  am  in.  I  am  with 
the  greatest  respect 

My  Lord 

Your  Graces  most  obedient  humble  servant 

(signed)         G.  Clinton. 
To  His  Grace  thr:  [lukr-  of  Newcastle. 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  DuTce  of  Newcastle. 

[New-York   (9.  p.  0.)  X.,aao.] 

My  Lord. 

I  am  under  a  necessity  of  giving  your  Grace  the  trouble  of  the  inclosed  Rt-presentation  from 
the  Assembly  of  this  Province  from  which  your  Grace  will  easily  perceiv-s  without  any 
comment  upon  it,  that  His  Majesty  is  reduced  to  this  state,  either  to  support  his  authority  in 
the  hands  of  his  Governour  or  to  give  it  up  to  a  popular  faction  ;  Tho'  I  am  perswaded  on  reading 
it  Your  Grace  will  soon  discover  the  views  tiie  contrivers  have,  and  with  what  malice  it  is 
wrote,  and  this  without  any  kind  of  provocation,  but  with  the  highest  ingratitude. 

As  things  are  at  present  situated  in  this  Province  it  is  impossible  to  evince  how  such  a  paper 
could  be  penned  without  any  one  truth  or  for  the  proofs  of  any  facts  by  a  legal  method  to  form 
a  judgems^nt  on  them,  because  none  in  authority  here  can  be  thought  so  inditlerent  in  the 
present  puDJick  disputes  but  exception  must  be  taken  to  him  by  one  side  or  the  other;  neither 
can  it  seem  prudent  or  decent  for  a  Governour  in  Chief  to  subject  bis  administration  to  those 
that  are  subject  to  liia  authority. 

I  heartily  wish  some  impartial  judges  could  make  strict  enquiry  into  this  aflTair,  and  then  1 
could  soon  prove  that  I  never  deserved  those  aspersions,  but  that  I  have  to  my  utmost  done 
every  thing  for  His  Majesty's  service  &  benefitt  of  this  and  all  the  Northern  Colonies,  and 
this  under  such  ditficultyes  and  obstructions  as  no  Governour  ever  underwent  from  a  moat 
malicious  opposition. 

This  my  Lord  I  think  may  in  a  great  measure  appear  from  y'  Representation  itself,  wherein 
they  endeavour  to  throw  heavy  slanders  on  my  conduct  from  no  evidence,  &  1  hope  to  make 
it  appear  plainly  that  these  reports  were  first  raised  and  industerously  spread  abroad  by  the 
compilers  of  the  Representation  (in  which  the  Chief  Justice,  M'  Horsmanden,  and  M'  Murray 
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had  the  greatest  share.)  But  y-  malicious  designs  of  the  Authors  of  this  libel  evidently  appear 
by  the  sp,r.tt  that  runs  throught  the  whole  of  it.  that  1  humbly  beg  your  Grace  to  renrese^ 
U  .n  such  manner  to  his   Majesty,  that   such  orders  &  instr'ctions'may  be  ,nde  thereon 
to  effectually  suppress  this  dangerous  faction,  and  to  encourage  such  as  have  assisted  me  to 

7\  Tt  :  TT  "'  '""■  ""'"•'  P'*"'""^'  "^^--'^  I  ^-^  the  administrationmuTtfaH 
into  the  hands  of  th.s  or  some  other  popular  faction  and  no  man  in  this  place  can  attempt  to 
^.ppor  h.s  Majesty's  authority  in  the  hands  of  his  Governour  against  the  r  power  anTZ lice 
rheir  hopes  are  from  the  clamours  which  they  have  raised  and  from  the  influence  they  have' 
gamed  m  the  present  Council  and  Assembly,  who  are  generally  a  low  and  gnonnt  se 
of  mankmd.  But  the.r  conduct  in  their  opposition  at  this  time.  has.  contrary  to  he 
expectafons  produced  an  evident  disapprobation  among  the  people  of  sence.  ^ 

Men  m  th.s  place  are  affraid  openly  to  discover  their  sentiments  in  favour  of  a  Governour 
who  may  soon  leave  them,  whereby  they  may  remain  exposed  to  the  resentmentlof  m 
ev.dent  y  mal.cous  fact  on  headed  by  a  man  of  violent  passions  &  unforgiving  prrcplesanS 
C,ef  Jusuce  of  th.s  Province  for  life  and  one  whose  crafty  insinuations  make  pop  ar  & 
whose  author-ty  may  be  of  the  most  detrimental  consequences  to  them  and  their  fam'i  y 
.hnf   tl    r>  government  are  attended  with  such  numerous  and  various  circumstances 

tha  I  thmk  U  .mpracfcable  to  give  your  Grace  any  just  or  perfect  conception  of  them  by 
vvn  mg  I  therefore  th.nk  it  my  duty  to  desire  His  Majesty's  leave  to  come  home  on  my  pLte 
affa,r  .  but  as  Governour  (as  Governour  Hunter  did  )  to  prevent  any  bad  design  these  p  op  e 
may  have  e.ther  on  account  of  my  bills  drawn  on  the  Treasury  or  Paymaster,  or  any'oth  r 
may  eVsue!"'         ' '"  ""'"' °" '  '''"'  '"^^  '"^  ''''  '^^'^  soon  to  prevent  the  evills  Ih:: 

h.l?Mr'f/"r"  ''"/  '"^  ""'  ^"''"^  '•""'■'"^  ™y  •'^"''^""'y  '"  '  '^'^■^'^-t  '-"""^^  from  what  I 
hav    )  therto  done   for  suppressing  of  this  faction,  is.  from  the  present  circumstances  of  the 

pubhck  afla.rs.  wh.le  we  are  engaged  in  a  war  and  an  expedition  on  foot  against  Canada  leas 
from  any  t  ,ng  done  by  me  it  should  b.  supposed  that  some  obstruction  had  been  put  to  tl  a 
serv,ce.  1  .s  fro.,  the  sense  they  ha.l  of  this  that  those  in  the  opposition  have  been  incourag" 
in  their  audacious  attempts.  <"i-our,ij,ea 

The  Assembly  sent  home  their  Representation  some  time  before  they  presented  it  to  me 
w  Id,     urryes  me  a  good  deal   in  hopes  of  overtaking  Governour  ThomL'before  he  setts  ^t' 

If  re'pecT     '     '  '^'  '"""  ^""'^  ^^'"'  ""'''''  ""   ''"""^^  ^'""g  ^"^  '»«  S-atest 

My  Lord 

Your  Grat-es  m-wt  humble 
New  York  ,  ,     ,. 

GO'"  May  1 747.  '^^  T''  "''/^''""'  '"^""^ 

^  (signed)         G.  Clinton. 

I  have  this  instant  received  an  express  from  Albany  y'  all  the  new  levyes  are  all  up  in 
mutiny  for  the.r  pay  tho'  they  have  just  rec"  the  40-  a  man.  This  prejudice  the  men  h a  e 
imbibed  from  y'  president  of  y-  Jersyes  troops  being  paid  is  a  diniculty  not  to  be  sum  ,  d 
but  by  acting  in  y  same  manner.  This  Col.  Peter  Schuyler  did  on  his  own  account  coi  tr  y 
0  my  orders  &  y  orc'ers  he  received  from  y'  President  &  Council  of  his  own  government  2 
hope  may  suffer  lor  it.     1  am  obliged  to  sen.l  this,  the  Express  staying. 

His  Grace  the  Dukt!  of  Newcastle. 
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Governor  Clinton  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  N«w-Tork  I'apors,  Bundle  Gg.,  No.  174.  ] 

22  June  1747. 
My  Lords, 

The  publick  affairs  of  this  Province  comitted  to  my  care  are  now  reduced  to  such  a  State,  by 

the  violent  opposition  of  an  insolent  faction,  that  his  Miij'> '  Authority  is  openly  despised,  and  the 

Administration  so  far  wrested  out  of  the  hands  of  iiis  Gov^  that  I  can  not  answer  for  the  safety 

of  this  Province  against  the  intrigues  of  that  Faction  within,  or  the  open  attacks  of  Enemies 

abroad  without  the  more  immediate  assistance  of  His  Maj''"'  interposition  in  the  several  cases 

which  I  shall  in  the  subsequent  parts  of  this  letter  recommend  to  Your  LordPP"  consideration, 

and  that  your  Lordw  may  be  the  better  judges  of  the  State  of  this  Province,  I  am  obliged  to  give 

you  the  trouble  of  a  nar-ative  of  the  principal  transactions  since  I  entered  on  the  administration. 

It  is  well  known  that  for  some  years  before  my  arrival  in  this  Govern'  the  publick  affairs  had 

been  distracted  by  parties  and  oppositions  which  had  been  carried  to  a  great  hight ;  M'  Clark  in  a 

great  measure  quieted  them  by  making  concessions  to  the  humours  of  the  several  parties  which 

happened  to  gain  the  ascendant  in  the  Assembly  and  thereby  procured  a  Revenue  to  himself. 

At  my  arrival  every  particular  person  of  this  province  was  equally  a  stranger  to  me,  and  I 

was  not  acquainted  with  the  State  of  affairs  nor  with  the  usual  forms  of  proceedings  in  business, 

it  became  then  necessary  for  me  to  confide  into  some  one  person  lor  private  advice.     M'  Delancy 

is  posesst  of  a  plentifull   Estate,  he  has  numerous   Relations  and  others  of  the   principal 

Inhabitants  of  the  Town  attached  to  him  by  long  habitude ;  he  is  of  His  Majestys  Council  for 

this  Province  and  Chief  Justice  of  it ;  it  seems  reasonable  for  me  to  expect  that  this  Gentleman 

was  likely  to  be  most  useful  to  me  from  his  personal  interest  and  knowledge  in  the  Law  and 

other  affairs;   and   that  from  the  duties  of  his  Office  and   the  public  trust  that  was  reposed 

in  him,  I  might  safely  place  confidence  in  him.     He  perswaded  me  that  the  Assemblys  had 

come  to  a  resolution  not  to  grant  the  support  of  Govern'  for  longer  than  one  year  at  any  one 

time,  and  that  it  would  be  needless  to  attempt  to  gain  it  for  a  longer  time,  that  the  only  method 

to  gain  the  aifections  of  the  people  was  to  please  them  in  every  thing,  at  my  first  entering  on 

the  Administration  ;  that  after  I  h«d  gained  their  affections,  it  would  be  much  easier  to  recover 

any  usurpafjn  Assemblie.'?  inclined  to  make  g:>  the  prerogative  than  at  that  time;    These 

reasons  1  must  confess  seemed  so  I^lausible  that  I  r... warily  yelded  to  many  things,  without 

perceiving  the  consequences  of  them,  and  it  was  not  long  before  I  perceived,  that  unde::  this 

mask  of  Friendship  to  me,  he  was  establishing  his  own  interest,  and  o.ily  serving  his  own 

immoderate    thirst   after   power,    which    he    de.signed    to    establish    by  an    alteration  of  the 

Constitution  of  Govern',  by  putting  the  .Vdiniiiistration  ab.solutely  in  the  hands  of  a  faction  (but 

in  the  name  of  the  Council)  which  he  hoped  to  have  made  entirely  dependent  on  him,  and 

that  in  all  times  to  come,  the  GoV  shall  be  no  more  than  the  fir.st  Officer  of  the  Council. 

I  hope  to   make   this  all  evident  to  Your   Lordi'P",  by  a  more   particular  account  of  the 

transactions,  by  which  this  Gentleman  carried  on  his  designs,  as  I  said  before,  he  not  only 

perswaded  me  to  accept  of  the  support  of  Govern'  from  year  to  year,  in  hopes  to  make  it  a 

settled  thing,  and  tliat  thereby  I,  and  all  other  Governours  after  me  should  be  in  a  continual 

depeiuiance  on  the   Assembly,  or  more    proper    the  faction,  which    in   this  Country   always 

governs,  and  directs  the  Assembly,  and  generally  consists  of  the  lowest  Rak  of  Mankind, 
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.nt,re  y  .gnorant  ot  all  public  affairs,  over  which  he  had  the  greatest  influence,  and  whom,  the 
tep8  he  has  taken  to  secure  hi.  interest  in  time  to  come,  he  hoped  he  always  would  have;  for 
h.  purpose  the  B.ll  (or  support  of  Covern'  the  salaries  of  the  several  officers  were  r.ot  affixed 
to  the  Offices  but  to  the  persons  then  in  office.  The  view  in  this  was  not  only  to  make  the 
Officers  , ntirely  dependent  on  the  Governing  faction,  and  to  deprive  the  King  of  that  part  of  his 
prerogatn  ,  of  rewarding  his  own  servants  according  to  then-  merit,  but  in  effect  to  deprive  the 
K.„g  of  the  appointment  of  the  .  acers,  for  as  the  salary  cea.ed  as  soon  as  any  officer  named 
,n  the  BUI  should  be  removed,  the  officer  afterwards  appointed  remained  at  the  discretion  of  an 
Assembly  whether  they  would  allow  them  any  «n]ary.  and  in  such  a  case  persons  at  ease  would 
not  readily  accept  of  an  office,  subject  to  such  ii.grace.  Besides  this,  in  all  cases  where  his 
Majesties  prero.rit.ve  ght  be  in  danger  from  the  incroachn,ents  of  Assemblies  upon  it.  the 
Officers  must  be  deterred  from  doing  their  duty,  when  thereby  they  were  in  danger  either  of 
loosing  entirely  or  having  their  Salaries  taken  from  them,  and  that  this  has  happened,  several 
instances  can  be  given;  by  this  method  of  granting  salaries  M'  Delancv  hoped  to  secure  the 
office  of  Chief  Just,  ■  to  himself,  likewise  all  his  dependants  in  Office,  and  in  their  dependance 
on  h.m.  tho  he  tho,..ht  proper  to  secure  himself  further  U,  other  means,  which  shall  be 
afterwards  mentioned  ;  the  Asm  ,bly  not  only  made  themselves  the  sole  Judges  of  the  Salaries 
of  the  several  Officers  of  the  Governs  for  they  will  allow  of  no  amendment  from  the  Counci  o 
those  Bills  (which  they  call  money  Bills)  but  likewise  gave  rewards  for  extraordinary  services 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury,  without  any  Warr'  from  me.  and  this  has  happened  more  than 
once,  to  persons  openly  in  the  oppositions  to  my  Administration,  and  unless  I  ha.i  .iven  mv 
assent  to  this  Bill,  the  whole  support  of  this  Govern'  must  have  failed  by  the  cIauses."'directinK 
these  rewards  being  made  part  of  the  Act  for  the  support  of  Govern' 

The  Assembly  in  the  time  of  M  Clerk's  administration  had  taken  into  their  own  custody, 
all  the  pubhck  gunpovv.ier  in  the  province  by  puting  it  under  an  Officer  of  their  own 
nomination,  and  not  suffering  it  to  be  used  otherwise  than  by  their  direction.  They  have  in 
all  the  pubhck  Acts  distinguished  the  stores  of  war,  purchased  by  taxes  raised  in  this  province 
by  the  name  of  Colony  stores  of  war,  from  those  stores  that  were  sent  by  his  Mnj'^  as  if  his 
Maj-r  had  no  property  in  those  purchased  by  taxes  raised  in  this  Prov-  They  assumed  to 
themselves  the  direction  of  all  the  Fortifications,  they  named  the  head  Gunner  and  Matrosses. 
and  gave  them  salaries  to  be  paid  by  the  Colony  Treasurer,  without  any  warrant  from  me. 
beveral  companies  of  Militia  were  raised,  and  sent  at  several  times  on  particular  services,  tho 
money  for  payment  of  them  was  likewise  put  into  people's  hands,  named  by  the  Assembly,  for 
the  rewards  of  services  without  permitting  me  to  be  Judge  of  their  merit.  From  all  these.  I 
t  link  It  evidently  follows,  that  there  is  a  formed  design  to  put  the  Administration  in  effect  into 
the  hands  of  a  faction  in  this  Province,  and  to  lessen  the  Force  of  His  Maj'^'  prerogative,  and 
thereby  the  dependance  on  Great  Brittain.  They  did  not  attempt  to  go  this  length  at  once 
but  as  they  found  Governours  complying,  in  order  to  make  their  own  Administration  easy 
they  were  the  more  incouraged  to  assume  power  to  themselves. 

I  am  sensible  that  it  may  be  objected  to  me,  why  I  suffered  it;  in  excuse  of  this  I  mav  sav 
that  It  would  have  been  easier  for  former  Governours  to  have  crushed  this  in  the  bud,  thiin  for 
me.  after  It  had  gained  such  Force,  and  note,  but  I  hope  Your  LordPP-  will  consider  the  time  in 
which  I  happened  to  have  the  Administratic.n  of  Govern',  it  was  in  the  time  of  War.  while  the 
Enemy  was  powerful,  while  this  province  was  threatned  with  Invasion,  both,  by  sea  and  by 
land;  lour  LordP-  I  hope.  then,  will  excuse  me.  if  in  consideration  of  these  apparent  and 
Vol.  \l.  ^g 
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immediate  dangers  I  submitted  to  it,  in  order  to  keep  the  province  free  from  intestine  divisions 
that  we  might  be  better  able  to  defend  ourselves  from  the  common  Enemy,  but  the  faction 
considered  this  State  of  AffairB  with  a  different  view,  at  a  proper  time  to  take  advantage  of  the 
Administration  and  to  encrease  and  establish  their  own  power.  No  doubt  Your  LordPP*  may 
be  desirious  to  kaow  by  what  means  a  Faction  could  gain  such  strength,  and  power  in  opposition 
to  the  Administr"  and  to  the  prejudice  of  his  Mfij""  authority,  and  undoubtedly  prerogative; 
my  next  endeavour  shall  be  to  satisfye  Your  LordPP*  as  to  this  point. 

The  Chief  Justice  represented  to  me  several  usurpations,  which  the  Assembly  ( I  first  met  after 

my  arrival  in  my  Govern')  were  making  on  the  executive  part  of  Govern',  as  may  be  seen  in  the 

reasons  I  gave  in  a  speech  that  1  made  at  their  Dissolution  ;  but  he  gave  me  reason  sufficient 

afterwards  to  think  otherwise,  when  he  afterv/ards  supported  all  the  same  attempts  in  the  next 

Assembly,  after  they  became  entirely  subservient  to  his  purpose ;  and  then  I  discovered  ( tho'  to 

late)  that  the  true  leason  of  his  perswading  me  to  dissolve  that  Assembly  was  to  free  himself 

from  the  Speaker  of  that  house,  who  having  been  long  at  the  head  of  the  Assembly  affairs,  thought 

he  ought  to  be  as  much  considered  as  any  other  person  in  the  Govern',  and  for  that  reason  was  so 

far  from  stooping  to,  or  becoming  a  creature  of  the  Chief  Justice  that  he  upon  several  occasions 

opposed  him  for  agrandising  himself,  and  preserved  a  considerable  party  against  him.    After  th" 

dissolution,  however,  very  deceitful  means  were  found  to  prevent  the  Speaker's  reelection     The 

Chief  Justice  did  not  find  it  so  easy  as  he  imagined,  to  bring  the  whole  house  into  an  absolute 

dependance  upon  him ;  a  considerable  party  was  again  formed  against  him,  which  seemed 

resolved  to  carry  things  against  him,  but  as  this  party  consisted  Chiefly  of  the  Country  planters, 

and  had  no  head  experienced  in  the  management  of  the  publick  affairs,  it  was  not  difficult  to 

find  ways  to  break  them  among  themselves ;  then  lo  secure  himself  from  any  thing  of  that 

kind  for  the  future,  the  scheme  was  formed  of  the  united  Committee  of  Council  .in  J  Assembly, 

which  (under  a  pretence  of  Authority  from  the  Council  and  Assembly)  met  as  often  as  they 

pleased.     Here  it  was  that  the  faction  formed  all  their  schemes,  and  such  methods  of  conducting 

them,  that  single  Men  soon  found  out  that  it  was  to  no  purpose  to  make  opposition  and  all 

those  who  had  regard  to  their  private  interest,  joined  with  the  faction.     Now  it  appeared  lo 

be  and  really  was  dangerous  in  single  Men  to  oppose  their  designs,  and  therefore  the  few  who 

saw  through  their  designs  and  disliked  them,  desired  leave  to  retire  home,  and  to  be  absent 

from  the  house,  which  the   Faction  readily  granted,  that  it  might  appear  to  the  publick  as  if 

they  had  the  unanimous  approbation  and  concurrence  of  both,  Council  and  Assembly.     The 

general  Maxim  the  Faction  pursued  to  gain  and  strengthen  their  interest  was  by  such  popular 

methods  and  acts  as  they  knew  had  in   former  times  succeeded,  and  were  more  particularly 

adapted  to  the  tempers  of  the  people  of  this  Pro  iiice  ;  the  first  ana  principal  of  which,  was  to 

appear  as  much  as  possible  against  all  kind  of  taxes  and  impositions  or  duties  on  Merchandize. 

The  generality  of  the  people  of  this  Province  rejoiced  when  they  heard  of  the  intended 

expedition  against  Canada,  as  it  was  apparent  that  the  succi  ms  in  it  must  he  productive  of  the 

greatest   advantages  to  the    people  ot    it,  and  therefore  the  Assembly  was  hearty  in   their 

expressions,   made   use  of  in  their  address  to  me,  on   that  occasion,  but   the  faction    soon 

perceived  !;ow  contrary  this  was  like  to  be  to  their  chief  scheme  of  depressing  a  Governours 

authority  among  the  people,  for  they  knew  what  credit  I  was  like  to  obtain  both  in  America  & 

Great  llrittain,if  I  were  enabled  to  pursue  every  measure  that  could  tend  lo  the  success  of  that 

euterprize,  according  to  my  own  inclinations;  the  faction  therefore  thought  it  necessary  as  soon 

as  possible  to  curb  this  zeal  in  the  Assembly,  which  they  did  by  representation  lo  tho  Members 
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of  the  Assembly  the   heavy  taxes  the  Colony  of  the  Massachuaets  Bay  had  brought  upon 
themselves,  by  their  zeal  in  the  reduction  of  Cape  Breton  ettc.     That  it  was  sufficient  for  the 
Assembly  to  give  their  assistance  in  levying  Forces  and  providing  provisions  for  them,  nothing 
more  being  more  by  express  words  desired  of  them  by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle's  letter  to  me  ; 
that  as  the  King  had  given  orders  for  the  expedition  against  Canada,  he  was  to  pay  arms  and 
Cioath  the  Forces  levied  in  America;  and  was  to  send  a  considerable  squadron  of  ships  by  sea 
with  land  forces  from  Great  Brittain  ;  the  Crown  of  course  must  bear  all  charges  incident  thereto 
if  the  Assembly  would  but  stay  their  hands ;  for  it  was  not  to  be  imagined  that  after  the  Crown 
had  been  at  such  a  vast  expence  ( in  regard  to  which  all  that  this  Province  can  do  bears  but  a 
small  proportion  )  that  they  should  suffer  the  •    rjedition  to  fail  by  refusing  to  pay  that  small 
part  of  the  whole  and  the  saving  would  thereby  oe  considerable  to  the  people  of  this  Province. 
But  their  Chief  hopes  in  depressing  my  credit,  both  in  America  and  with  the  Ministers  was 
from  the  hopes  they  had,  that  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  succeed  in  engaging  the  Six  United 
Indian  Nations  in  the  War  against  Canada,  as  I  was  ordered  by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle's  letter 
to  do;  for  this  purpose  I  was  directed  in  that  letter  to  make  the  usual  presents  on  that  occasion. 
The  Duke  did  not  expressly  say  whether  the  presents  were  to  be  made  at  the  expence  of  the 
Crown  or  of  this  Province,  and  tho'  the  usual  presents  have  at  all  times  been  made  at  the  charge 
of  this  Province,  yet  the  Assembly  insisted,  that  as  this  service  was  directed  by  the  Crown,  the 
Crown  must   be  at  all  the  expence  incident  thereto  and  this  they  continued   to  insist  on 
notwithstanding  that  the  Colonies  of  Virginia  and  Massachusets  Bay  understood  it  otherwise 
by  their  sending  presents  to  the  Indians  to  be  delivered  to  them  at  the  time  that  I  treated  with 
them.  It  was  from  the  expectation  uf  the  discredit  that  would  attend  this  treaty  with  the  Indians 
that  the  Members  of  the  Council  who  were  of  the  faction  refused  to  attend  me,  but,  put  it  upon 
them  they  desired  should  fall  under  the  same  discredit  with  me  ;   this  intention  can  be  further 
proved  by  the  most  insolent  discourses  which  the  heads  of  this  Faction  were  pleased  to  make  in 
plmost  every  publick  company  at  New  York,  while  I  was  at  Albany  on  this  service;  but  the 
views  and  intentions  of  the  Faction  in  lessening  my  credit  and  in  taking  upon  themselves  in 
effect  the  Administration,  appear  most  evidently  by  the  proceedings  of  the  Gentlem"  of  His 
Majesty's  Council  who  refused  to  attend  me  and  remained  at  New  York,  oy  their  assuming  to 
themselves  the  style  of  the  Council  of  New  York  while  [  was  in  the  province  and  had  a  sufficient 
number  of  the  Council  with  me,  who  in  my  presence  acted  as  his  Maj""  Council ;   by  their 
corresponding  with  the  neighbouring  Gov",  s.Miding  letters  of  information  and  receiving  answers 
without  any  orders  from  me  for  that  purpose,  but  more  especially  by  their  given  out  orders 
to  the  Militia  and  to  the  Gunners  of  the   Forts  without  any  authority  from  me  or  from   his 
Majesty  for  that  purpose ;  some  of  which  orders  were  actually  served  on  the  gunners  and 
officers  of  Militia  after  my  return  to  the  City  of  New  York,  and  without  being  in  any  manner 
communicated  to  me,  tho'  I  was  at  that  time  in  the  place.     Of  what  consequence  this  may  be 
to  His  Mnj';*  Authority  and  to  the  safety  of  this  Province,  is  but  too  apparent  when  the  custody 
of  all  the  publick  gunpowder,  the  direction  of  all  the  Fortifications  and  the  command  of  Militia 
is  thus  usurped  by  a  Faction  who  thereby  may  have  it  in  their  power  to  deliver  up  the  Province 
in  the  hands  of  the  Enemy,  the  proof  of  all  these  things  will  appear  from  the  minutes  of  the 
Acts  of  Council  and  of  tho  Assembly  transmitted  to  your  LordPi"  and  from  other  papers  whi<'h 
1  have  transmitted  to  M'  Guerin,  and  from  the  remarks  whidi  if  tlie  publick  business  will 
allow  time  I  intend  to  have  made  on  the  speeciies  and   messages  I  from  time  to  time  sent  to 
the  Assembly  and  their  answers,  messages  and  representations  ;  but  without  such  remarks  the 
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spirit,  which  runs  thro'  all  the  papers  from  the  Assembly  is  so  evident,  and  so  plainly  discovers 
their  designs  after  power  and  of  assuming  the  Administration  into  their  own  hands  that  I  think 
no  further  proof  will  be  necessary  to  convince  Your  LordPP'  of  such  a  design  that  the  bare 
transmitting  of  the  representations  and  messages  of  Assembly  together  with  the  Minutes  of 
their  proceedings  and  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  left  of  ail  things  being  the  effect  of  a  Faction 
when  It  shall  be  known  that  all  these  papers  were  drawn  up  by  M'  Horsmanden  with  the 
advice  of  the  Chief  Justice  and  M'  Murray  ;  [  have  evidence  sufficient  of  this  tho  I  have  not 
what  you  call  legal  evidence,  because  that  can  not  be  had,  but  by  the  testimony  of  some  of  the 
Members,  who  will  not  give  evidence  but  by  due  course  of  Law  and  that  can  not  be  easily 
obtained  against  ail  the  Judges,  who  are  all  parties  in  this,  and  any  compulsion  to  give  evidence 
would  be  construed  a  breach  of  priviledge  and  reparation  demanded  and  all  business  be  stopt 
till  It  be  obtained.  ^ 

But  before  I  conclude  this  narrative  I  must  further  inform  Your  LordPP*  that  the  Chief 
strength  this  Faction  has  ^'ained  proceeded  from,  I  must  confess,  an  imprudent  Act  of  my  own 
in  giving  M'  Delancy  a  Commission  to  be  Chief  Justice  of  this  Province  during  his  good 
behaviour;  this  has  given  him  the  greatest  influence  as  no  man  can  think  himself  safe  from 
his  power  when  the  ambition  the  violence  and  obstinacy  of  his  temoer  is  well  known  A 
Governour  they  expect  can  remain  with  them  but  a  few  years,  but  the  power  of  this  Man  they 
think  18  entailed  upon  them;  Whatever  reason  there  may  bo  for  making  the  Judges' 
Commissions  m  England,  in  this  manner  the  same  reasons  may  not  extend  to  the  plantations, 
tho  I  was  made  to  believe  that  they  did  ;  but  the  inconvenlencys  which  may  ar-e  from  it  may 
be  incomparably  greater,  as  it  is  possible  that  a  Chief  Justice  in  England  can  |.i,oi]  obtain  such 
influence  over  the  Nation  as  a  Chief  Justice  may  over  this  Province,  where  the  number  of  Men 
of  knowledge  is  very  inconsiderable,  and  he  by  uniting  with  the  Men  of  very  considerable 
Estates  and  family  interest  who  are  likewise  few  in  number,  may  gain  a  dangerous  superiority 
and  Influence  and  is  in  case  of  misbehaviour  it  will  be  a  diff^oult  thing  to  get  any  person  to  give 
information,  a  grand  Jury  to  find  a  Bill  or  a  petty  Jury  to  Try  a  Chief  Justice  with  impartiality 
while  all  officers  are  so  remarkably  under  his  influence,  and  when  they  may  become  subject 
to  the  resentment  of  a  Man  in  such  power  and  known  to  be  of  implacable  temper. 

The  Chief  Justice  soon  convinced  me  of  my  error,  for  before  that  Commission  was  granted, 
he  on  all  occasions  shewed  himself  ready  to  assist  me  with  his  advice  and  with  what  influence  he 
had,  in  order  to  make  my  Administration  easy  to  me,  f.nd  which  I  havt  now  reasons  to  believe 
he  only  did  thereby  to  induce  me  to  grant  this  Commission,  by  which  he  expects  to  secure  to 
himself  that  Power  which  from  his  natural  ambition  he  has  always  aimed  at,  for  as  soon  as  he 
had  obtained  it,  he  put  himself  at  the  head  of  the  Faction,  whose  views  were  to  distress  me 
in  the  Administration  and  thereby  to  compell  me  in  effect  to  put  it  into  their  hands,  and  on  this 
occasion  I  must  remark  to  Your  LordPP-  that  the  uneasiness  and  distraction  in  Govern'  affiiirs 
in  M'  Cosby's  Administration  arose  from  M'  Delancy's  ambition  to  be  Chief  Justice,  and  that 
ever  since  he  has  been  in  power  continual  schemes  have  been  formed  to  weaken  the  authority 
and  power  of  every  Gov'  in  the  Administration  and  to  alter  the  Constitution  of  his  Govern-  as 
will  appear  from  an  attentive  consideration  of  the  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly  in  M'  Clark's 
administration  and  since  my  arrival. 

All  that  I  can  now  do,  is :  to  -ecommend  to  Your  LordPP''  consideration  how  this  inconveniency 
can  be  remedied.  I  have  been  told  that  the  forms  of  the  Commissions  to  the  great  officers 
cannot  be  altered  without  Act  of  Parliament,  and  as  this  has  been  altered  in  that  manner 
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without  any  Act  of  Legislature  in  this  Province,  whether  may  not  that  be  a  sufficient  ground 
for  revoking  that  Commission;  if  this  with  the  inconveniences  that  have  risen  from  it  be 
sufficient,  I  am  of  opinion  that  his  Majesty's  immediate  authority  may  be  requisite  for  that 
purpose,  otherwise  any  revocation  by  one  only  may  be  disputed  and  be  attended  with  still 
greater  ill  consequences  to  the  Administration.  It  seems  to  me  that  a  revocation  under  the 
seal  of  Great  Britcain  may  at  any  time  be  sufficient  to  avoid  any  unusual  Commission  granted 
under  the  seal  of  this  Province  or  perhaps  a  Mandamus  to  me  under  the  signet  and  sign  manual 
may  be  sufficient  directing  me  to  revoke  that  Commission  under  the  seal  of  this  province;  the 
reason  for  thinking  this  may  be  of  sufficient  force,  that  the  appointment  of  a  Chief  Justice  of 
this  Province  has  usually  been  by  Mandamus  to  the  Gov'  to  appoint  by  Commission  under  the 
seal  of  this  Province  the  person  named  in  the  Mandamus,  but  no  such  Mandamus  has  at  any 
time  issued  for  appointing  James  Delancey  Chief  Justice,  but  as  this  is  a  nicety  in  the  Law  of 
which  I  cannot  be  with  sufficient  certainty  informed  in  this  Country,  it  must  be  entirely  left  to 
Your  LordPP"  judgement. 

I  can  only  inform  Your  LordPP'  that  in  my  opinion  it  would  be  of  little  effect  for  me  to  remove 
M'  Delancy  from  the  Council  Table,  while  his  authority  as  Chief  Justice  remains  ;  for  while 
that  continues  his  influence  over  the  Members  of  both,  the  Council  and  Assembly  and  over 
great  number  of  the  Officers  of  Govern'  would  continue. 

I  must  likewise  inform  your  LordPP'  that  all  the  methods  taken  to  curb  the  incroachments  of 
the  Assembly  or  of  Factions  in  this  Govern*  have  been  not  only  expedients  which  served  to 
remove  present  inconveniences,  but  were  so  far  from  cutting  off  the  Root  of  the  Evil,  that  the 
popular  part  of  the  Constitution  rather  gained  strength  thereby  and  most  Men  think  that 
the  surest  method  to  obtain  an  Office  in  this  Govern'  of  Trust  or  profit  is  to  join  with  the 
popular  Faction  by  gaining  their  favour  and  this  opinion  is  daily  confirmed  by  what  is  observed 
by  the  success  attending  this  method  of  Recommending  themselves. 
I  ask  pardon  for  taking  up  so  much  of  Your  LordPP-  time,  being  with  the  greatest  of  respects 

My  Lords 

Your  LordPP*  most  obedient 
„    ,  humble  servant. 

New  York  22.  June  1747.  G.  Clinton 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  DuTce  of  Newcastle. 

[New-York.  (8.  P.  0.)  X.,278.] 

My  Lord  /r»     i-    ^  » 

f        .u-    J  •     ,  ,  (Duplicate) 

I  ar.;  this  day  arrived  from  Albany  &  find  our  London  ship  upon  sailing,  but  have  prevailed 
with  the  Captain  to  stay  two  days  for  my  dispatches,  that  I  have  not  time  to  give  your  Grace 
any  particular  account  of  my  proceedings.  I  was  in  great  hopes  the  40".  advance,  and  20*  a 
month  each  man,  would  have  satisfied  them,  as  was  expected;  but  Coll  Schuyler  who 
commands  the  New  Jersey  forces,  having  paid  his  men  their  whole  pay  then  due  to  them,  & 
the  people  of  Albany  some  out  of  a  malicious  spirit,  others  in  hopes  of  the  profit  they  wolild 
receive  by  the  mens  receiving  their  pay  while  they  remained  at  that  place,  instigated  them  to 
mutiny  unless  they  had  their  whole  pay;  and  for  that  purpose  insinuated  to  them,  that  I,  or 
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their  Officers  had  received  money  for  their  whole  pay,  &  that  th('y  were  defrauded  of  it.  Upon 
this  the  mutiny  became  almost  universal.  As  these  troops  had  been  kept  on  the  frontiers  for 
the  defence  of  it,  the  ProvinQe  must  inevitably  be  exposed  to  the  greatest  dangers  from  the 
enemy  if  these  troops  should  be  suffered  to  disband,  as  well  as  to  plundering  &  other  mischiefs 
from  mutinous  soldiers;  I  applyed  to  the  Assembly  for  assistance  on  this  occasion:  but  what 
an  indecent  refusal  I  received  from  them  will  appear  from  their  answer,  a  copy  of  which  I  beg 
leave  to  inclose  to  your  Grace;  I  was  then  reduced  to  draw  bills  for  the  whole  payment  of  the 
forces  at  Albany.  By  the  minutes  of  Council  &  other  papers  inclosed,  the  absolute  necessity 
of  drawing  these  Bills  I  hopo  will  evidently  appear  to  Your  Grace ;  for  that  reason  I  entreat 
the  favour  of  their  being  paid,  or  that  care  be  taken  that  I  do  not  suffer  in  my  fortune  by  my 
doing  what  I  could  not  omit,  without  exposing  many  of  his  Majestys  subjects  to  certain  ruin. 
The  Bills  I  first  drew  for  the  40«.  p'  man  were  drawn  on  Pay  Office,  but  as  I  began  to  doubt 
whether  these  troops  be  upon  the  establishment  for  the  pay  of  the  army,  I  thought  it  more 
advisable  to  draw  on  the  Treasury,  who  may  order  (as  I  th'lnk)  the  payment  of  them  in  any 
manner  that  may  be  proper. 

Coll.  Johnson  who  I  have  employ'd  as  Chief  Manager  of  the  Indian  War  and  Colonel  over 
all  the  Indians,  by  their  own  approbation,  has  sent  several  parties  of  Indians  into  Canada  & 
brought  back  at  several  times  prisoners  &  scalps,  but  the  expedition  being  laid  aside  last  year, 
the  Indians  were  discouraged  and  began  to  entertain  jealousies,  by  which  a  new  expence 
became  necessary  to  remove  those  jealousies  &  to  bring  them  back  to  their  former  tempers ; 
but  unless  some  enterprize  be  undertaken,  which  may  keep  up  their  spiritts,  we  may  again 
loose  them.  I  intend  to  propose  some  thing  to  our  Assembly  for  this  purpose  that  they  may 
give  what  is  necessary  for  the  expence  of  it,  but  I  almost  dispair  of  any  success  with  them 
when  money  is  demanded 

I  must  likewise  inform  your  Grace  that  by  this  last  trip  to  Albany,  I  have  got  two  Indian 
Nations  to  join  with  us,  who  are  numerous  &  who  were  formerly  allways  in  the  French 
interest.  They  have  actually  fallen  upon  several  French  trading  parties.  They  may  be  of 
singular  use  to  distress  the  French  trade  &  to  cut  off  all  communication  between  the  French  in 
Missesipia  river  &  Canada. 

I  hope  to  have  the  honour  of  receiving  your  Graces  commands  with  my  leave  to  come  to 
England  to  settle  my  private  affairs.     I  am  with  the  greatest  respect,  My  Lord 

Your  Graces  most  obedient 
humble  servant 
New  York  23  July  1747.  g.  Clinton 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 


Colonel  Ju/inson\9  Speech  to  the  Indians  and  their  Answer. 

[  Sew- York.  ( 8.  P.  O. )  X.,  281 .  ] 

Bretheren 

I  am  greatly  overjoyed  at  this  time  to  see  you  all  here,  &  to  hear  of  the  welfare  of  all  your 
Bretheren,    I  also  heartily  bid  you  welcome  in  your  Brother  the  Governour's  name,  whose 
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regard  for  you  I  assure  you  is  very  great,  &  hope  as  I  have  the  honour  of  managing  his 
business  relateing  to  Indian  aflairs  to  convince  you  also  of  my  good  will  to  serve  you  as  far  as 
in  my  power  lyes. 

Bretheien,  I  have  yesterday  heard  your  news  &  message,  which  I  conceive  to  be  this ;  that 
you  are  sent  here  by  the  Seneca's,  Chenondadees,  &  the  Oghiny-yawees,  to  desire  a  little  time 
of  your  Brother  the  Governour,  or  that  he  would  stop  his  hand  a  little  in  order  to  get  the 
Coghnawayees  &  Scawendadeys  to  come  among  you,  from  the  French ;  which  you  say  they 
firmly  promised  they  would.  You  promise  that  as  soon  as  that  is  done,  you  will  strongly 
invite  all  the  distant  nations  in  yoi.r  alliance  to  come  &  join  you  against  the  French  &  the  rest 
of  their  Indians  &  totally  destroy  them. 

Bretheren.  In  answer  to  your  request  of  delaying  the  army  or  our  forces  here,  I  think  I  need 
not  say  much  about,  because  you  must  be  all  sensible  that  the  Great  King  your  Father  is  intire 
master  of  that,  &  we  must  follow  his  directions.  However  as  such  a  large  body  of  men  & 
such  a  number  of  ships  takes  a  long  time  to  prepare  &  moves  but  slowly  on  ;  you  may  (if  you 
exert  yourselves,  &  the  Coglmawagees  bee  but  willing  to  come  among  you,  perhaps  have  time 
to  bring  it  about  'ere  our  army  is  in  their  country ;  which  I  should  bee  glad  to  see  &  heartily 
thank  you  for. 

Bretheren.  You  all  very  well  know  that  your  Brother  the  Governour  as  also  the  Governour 
of  Boston  desired  nothing  more  then  the  coming  over  of  Coghnawagees  &  Scawendadeys  to 
their  own  flesh  &  blood  from  whence  they  derived,  &  as  yet  by  right  belong.  You  have  all 
seen  &  heard  for  these  two  years  past  they  have  both  severall  times  and  severall  means  tryed 
to  gett  them  away  from  the  French  by  whom  they  are  blindfolded  &  ill  used,  as  plainly  appears 
by  their  setting  them  on  against  your  Bretheren  here,  like  dogs,  &  still  continues  the  same  vile 
practice,  &  I  am  much  afraid  &  almost  positive  that  at  last  he  will  sett  them  up  against  you, 
whenever  he  has  an  oppertunity  ;  for  he  is  very  full  of  design  &  treachery,  as  you  all,  by 
sorrowfull  experience,  have  formerly  found  :  wherefore  I  beg  you  will  beware  now  of  the  same. 

A  Belt. 

Bretheren.  I  can'f  see  by  any  actions  of  the  Cognawagees  or  Scawendadyes*  that  they  mean 
any  thing  but  to  slaughter  us,  &  deceive  you  if  they  can,  for  you  see  they  constantly  keep  on 
murdering  our  people  &  are  now  several  of  them  gone,  as  I  am  well  informed,  among  the 
Ottowawaes  &  other  foreign  nations,  to  get  more  to  their  assistance,  which  does  not  at  all  look 
like  what  they  promised  you.  However  Bretheren,  if  you  find  or  can  think  of  any  means  or 
ways  to  gett  them  from  there,  do  it,  &  I  shall  be  very  thankfull  for  it.  You  may  well  think  & 
beleive  Bretheren  it  would  make  my  heart  bleed  to  see  them  who  are  of  our  own  flesh  and 
blood,  destroyed  &  slaughtered,  which  must  be  the  case  soon,  if  they  are  now  obstinate  &  will 
not  hear  to  this  your  last  desire.  For  the  Great  King  your  Father  is  determined  to  destory  & 
root  the  French  out  of  that  country  entirely,  before  ever  he  stops  his  hand.  2  large  Belts  here. 
And  he  expects  as  does  your  Brother  the  Governour  &  I,  that  you  will  all  now  rise  up 
chearfully  &  make  use  of  the  ax  immediately  against  the  French  &  all  the  rest  of  their 
adherents.  A  Large  Belt. 

Bretheren.  I  would  also  strongly  entreate  of  you  by  the  long  friendship  consisting  between 
us  that  you  miy  use  your  interest  immediately  to  invite  &  call  to  our  assistance  all  other  Indians 

'  ludians  of  Iho  Lake  of  Ihe  Two  Moimtains,  Canadn.  Coldfn. 
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or  Bretheren  in  alliance  with  you,  who  as  I  am  sensible  only  wait  for  your  call  or  invitation. 
Thi3  is  the  only  way  to  convince  us  that  you  have  the  same  regard  for  your  Bretheren  that 
your  fam'd  ancestors  had. —  A  Belt. 

The  answer  of  the  Indians. 

Brother  Waraghiyaghey.  In  answer  to  your  desire  of  using  the  Ax  &«.  We  promise  you 
that  we  will  as  soon  as  we  get  home,  call  together  all  the  Five  Nations  &  the  rest  of  our  friends, 
to  meet  at  Onondaga  in  order  to  gett  &  send  cut  as  many  warriours  against  the  French  &<=.  as 
we  can  possibly  muster  up. 

Brother  we  are  highly  obliged  &  very  thankfull  to  you  for  the  regard  you  show  for  us  by 
intreating  &  pressing  us  to  gett  away  our  Bretheren  the  Coghnawagees  &  Scawendadeys  from 
among  the  French,  telling  &  assuring  us  that  you  would  not  delight  in  spilling  their  blood,  if 
you  could  possibly  help  it;  wherefore  to  prevent  which,  we  do  assure  you  that  we  will 
immediately  use  our  utmost  endeavours  to  gett  them  from  there,  &  in  the  mean  time  promise 
you  sincearly  that  we  will  instantly  with  all  our  forces  fall  upon  the  French  &  all  the  rest  of 
their  adherents. 

( Indorsed ) 

"Copy  of  Col.  Johnson's  speech  to 

"  the  Indians  &  their  answer  i 

"  thereto.    26""  April  1747. 

"  In  Gov'  Clinton's  of  July  23.  1747." 


^  ■■  ♦  ■■  fc 


Colonel  Johnson  to  Governor  (Minion. 

[  Now-Tork.  ( 8.  P.  0.)  X.,  28«.  ] 

,,      .     ,  „      ,  Mount  Johnson  May  T""  1747. 

May  It  please  your  Excellency. 

I  have  this  good  while  past  (with  the  utmost  impatience)  expected  the  honour  of  a  few 

lines  from  you  with  some  encouragement  or  directions  how  far  to  proceed  in  this  affair  I  have 

in  hand  which  prospers  better  than  ever  could  be  expected,  considering  the  bad  disposition  of 

those  people  at  first  &  the  many  disappointments  has  been  met  with  since,  the  tediousness 

of  the  forces  marching  makes  them  very  dubious  &  uneasy,  but  I  have  hitherto  with  a  great 

deal  of  fatigue  &  pains  made  them  a  little  easy  &  shall  still  do  the  same  as  long  as  possibly 

can,  but  at  the  latter  end,  should  things  miscarry,  it  will  be  the  intire  ruin  of  me ;  for  I  can  not 

pretend  to  live  any  where  near  them,  as  your  Excellency  may  be  sensible  of  they  being  a  blood 

thirsty  revengefull  sett  of  people  to  any  whom  they  have  a  regard  for,  should  they  be  mislead 

or  deceived  by  them  ;  which  (as  I  said  before)  if  affairs  take  another  turn  will  be  the  case  with 

me ;  which  makes  me  very  uneasy  at  present  together  with  having  no  proper  necessaries  for 

carrying  on  so  weighty  an  affair,  &  left  quite  in  the  dark  besides,  without  any  intelligence  or 
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0  mv  at'  rd        T  ,  ,      H  "'f '"  '  ""  "^'^^  °'  "^""S  '"  ''""'"«  ^0-"  &  --ling  out 

so  many  a   I  do.    I  here  inclosed  send  your  Excellency  an  invoice  of  necessaryes  which  will  be 

immed,ate  y  wanted,  for  such  numbers  as  now  daily  come  to  go  a  fighting  require  animm  nse 

absence  &  cloathed  u    some  measure,  as  your  Excellency  promised  them  &  they  expect      As 
for  provisions  I  can  always  supply  them  with,  leather  for  shoes  &  several  other  artLTes  also 
but  or  goods  arms  &  those  other  articles  mentioned  in  the  memorandum  I  am  qu      de stitti 
of  at  present,  having  given  all   I  had  -    -v  &  reC  none  from  England  yet.     I  cannot  buy 
any   of  those   things   here   in   these  f„r   any  consideration, 'whereVre        hope   you^ 

Excellency  will  send  them  up  timely  from  thence  rather  then  let  the  numbers  which  dayly  come 
&  are  expected,  return  again  &  loose  them ;  which  unavoidably  must  be  the  case  in  slht  o^^ 
any  interest  can  be  n.ade.  if  we  do  not  fulfill  our  promise  to  them.     Wherefore  hop    it  may  be 
er  ously  considered  &  ,n  time.     If  so,  I  do  not  doubt  in  the  least  getting  as  many  Indians  as 
please  yet  at  the  same  time  your  Excellency  can  not  expect  when  all  the  Nat  on    come 

°  vT^lTal  rid'  V'T  '"  r  ''  r""''  '"^  ^'^'''^  ^  ^-"^'-°-  -'  affair  "hen 
have  more  allready  than  I  can  well  go  through,  notwithstanding  all  the  assistance  I  have. 

I  bllt  mTthTd  r'^^r  ^r'TrlT  '  ^"'  «'^^  ^^"  '"^  opimon  which  would  be  the  ea  JI  t 
&  be  t  method  for  the  dispatch  of  business,  &  the  good  of  that  service  in  generall,  &  that  is 
this,  to  send  a  man  of  good  interest  who  understands  the  language  well,  to  Oswego  wUh  a 
cargo  first  about  ^500  of  such  necessarys  as  I  now  mention  for  the  use  of  the  foreign  Indans 
who  pass  by  Oswego  for  want  of  such  a  man  there  to  talk  with  them  &  encourage  t'hem .Tgo 
to  the  French ;  Besides  it  is  the  best  place  to  send  out  partys  from  thence  against  any  ^art  of 
Canada,  I  mean  those  who  live  near  it,  such  as  the  Senecas  Onondages  &  Cayougas     &  I  am 
positive  had  that  method  been  taken  some  time  ago  befor  the  war  broke  outf  we  sVould  no" 
have  the  tenth  part  of  the  trouble  now  taken,  &  the  French  would  not  have    alf  the    ndian 
they  now  have  though  much  less  than  they  expected  ,  for  I  can  now  with  pleasure  assure  Y  u 
Excellency  that  all  the  Nations  are  entered  &  hearty  in  our  cause  as  I  plainly  &  daily  see  to 
my  great  satisfaction,  i(  things  answer  as  expected,  otherwise  it  were  better  we  never  begun  it. 
I  sent  some  time  ago  a  message  to  the  Oghguago  Indians,  who  now  sent  two  of  their  leadlngest 
men  with  a  few  warnours      I  assure  your  Excell:  I  never  saw  any  people  better  inclined  to 
assist  us  then  they  are,  if  I  can  but  use  them  as  I  have  the  rest,  which  I  can  not  possibly  do 
without  this  supply  of  goods  I  now  write.     The  young  men  the  brought  along,  have  joined  the 
Mohawks  Scohanes   &  some  of  the  Five  Nations,  who  are  gone  out  yesterday  in  number  5, 
menw    Lieu.  Stephens  &  some  few  Christians  along  with  them.    Hendrick's  party  consisted 
of65  men,  both  make  119  men,  besides  7  other  partys.  who  are  out  this  long  time  &  soon 
expected      We  shall  soon  have  abundance  of  prisoners  and  scalps,  wherefore  will  require  a 
great  deal  of  money,  which  they  expect  will  be  ready  here  at  their  return.     I  have  paid  the 
first  who  came  home  ^GO.  for  the  six  scalps  brought  from  Crown  Point  which  I  could  no 
avoid,  and  when  the  rest  come  in  I  must  do  the  same,  for  they  look  to  none  else  for  it  &  must 
have  It,  as  they  say,  punctually  p.id  according  to  piomise.     The  two  Oghguago  Sachems  I    , 
have  sen    back  with  a  very  large  belt  of  Wampum  to  call  their  young  meit  here  immediately 
who  as  they  say  only  waited  for  my  inviting  them.     I  would   desire   one   favour  of  you 
Exce  ency  for  the  dispatch  of  business  the  good  of  the  cause  in  hand,  and  my  greater  ease, 
that  there  might  be  as  soon  as  possible  an  Act  passed  or  Order  to  prevent  selling  any  kind  o 
liquor,  to  a^ny  Indians  m  the  Mohawk  country  or  at  Conojoharie ;  for  it  is  impossible  to  do  any 
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thing  with  them  while  there  is  such  a  plenty  of  liquor  to  be  had  all  round  the  neighbourhood, 

being  for  ever  drunk.     The  worst  of  all  is,  one  Joseph  Clement  who  sell  liquor  within  20 

yards  of  my  house,  &  as  soon  as  they  get  their  bounty  money,  &  that  for  guns,  hangers,  &<=. 

they  immediately  go  to  his  house  &  spend  all  there,  which  leaves  them  as  poor  as  ratts, 

notwithstanding  all  they  get  of  me.     1  have  forbid  him  several  times  but  in  vain.     Wherefore 

am  obliged  to  apply  now  to  your  Excellency  fibout  it  in  hopes  you  wi"  stop  that  vile  practice, 

which  will  same  them  a  great  deal  of  money  for  this  reason,  that  when  there  are  many  Indians 

come  to  treat  about  any  thing,  the  having  liquor  so  near,  go  &  get  drunk  &  continue  so  a  week 

or  more  some  times.     I  must  maintain  them  all  this  time,  which  is  very  chargeable  &  delays 

the  business  besides.     There  is  another  grand  villain  George  Clock  lives  by  Conajoharie  Castle, 

who  robs  the  Indians  of  all  their  cloaths  &'  which  they  get  of  me.     I  had  several  complaints 

of  Hendrick  &•=.  about  his  behaviour,  upon  which  I  wrote  him  twice  to  give  over  that  custom  of 

selling  liquor  to  the  Indians,  the  answer  was  he  gave  the  bearer,  I  might  hang  myself.     If 

these  two  were  made  examples  of  by  employing  the  King's  Attorney  against  them,  it  would 

put  a  stop  to  the  rest,  &  be  of  vast  service.     I  had  an  express  this  week  from  Onondaga" 

acquainting  me  that  the  Governour  of  Canada  had  sent  a  French  Gentleman*  named  in  Indian 

Rogh  qua  non  da,  go  with  7  Coghnawagoes  to  Onondaga  in  order  to  condole  the  death  of  all 

those  who  dyed  last  fall  &  winter  of  the  Small  Pox  &<=.  among  the  natives;   but  chiefly  to 

enquire  &  find  out  who  had  bruised  (as  he  called  it)  his  childrens  heads  last  fall  with  the  ax; 

in  order  to  make  it  up  with  them.    Upon  that  he  threw  a  large  Belt  of  Wampum  G  inches 

broad  &  7  foot  long,  as  the  Indiana  described  it.     The  answer  of  the  5  Nations  was,  that  it  was 

done  by  the  whole  body  meaning  the  Five  Nations,  &  that  they  were  surprised  how  they  could 

yet  be  ignorant  of  their  taking  up  their  Brother  the  Governour's  ax,  last  fall,  at  Albany.     Upon 

that  the  French  man  held  down  his  head,  said  nothing,  but  mardied  off"  immediately :  this  was 

the  purpose  of  that  express.     Your  Excellency  may  perhaps  be  surprized  or  think  that  the 

goods  are  given  away  too  plentyfully,  but  I  assure  you  there  is  none  can  give  or  distribute 

them  more  spareingly  or  to  more  advantage  than  I  do,  &  it  is  but  a  mere  trifle  among  them 

considering  their  familys  must  be  in  some  measure  subsisted  according  to  promise  &  moreover 

every  trip  the  make  to  Canada  they  must  be  cloathed  &'.  and  at  their  return  the  same,  for 

their  blankets,  shoes,  stockings,  shirts  &^  are  all  to  pieces;   So  that  your  Excell.  may  well 

judge  it  must  take  an  immense  quantity  of  goods:  wherefore  there  should  be  a  good  stock 

allways  ready,  of  these  things  at  hand,  if  we  expect  to  keep  them  at  war,  for  as  they  do  not 

hunt  they  can  not  have  any  thing  but  what  is  given  them,  &  that  they  think  they  are  intitled 

to.     However,  after  a  little  time  it  will  be  some  thing  easier  I  hope ;  once  they  are  hot  against 

one  another,  which  seems  to  be  brewing  now  very  fast. 

This  is  all  the  news  I  have  to  acquaint  your  Excell.  of,  at  present ;  when  I  have  any  shall 
always  be  ready  and  diligent  to  let  you  know  it.     I  am  with  the  greatest  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

&  most  humble  Servant 

W"  Johnson. 


P.  S.  May  it  please  your  Excellency.  ' 

Just  at  closeing  of  my  letter  I  received  yours  &  am  sorry  to  find  thereby  that  those  sett  of 
people  who  are  so  much  against  every  thing  your  Ex.  or  yours  take  in  hand,  should  have  the 


'  M.  de  la  Chauvinerip,  Parit  Doctmunti.  —  Kd. 
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honour  of  having  those  scalps  &  prisoners  brought  before  them ;  which  would  also  give 
them  an  oppertunity  of  renewing  their  former  familiaritys  with  the  Indians,  which  are  now  so 
averse  to  them  that  they  declare  they  will  never  have  any  thing  to  do  with  them,  neither  will 
they  go  to  Albany  with  the  scalps,  to  apply  for  money  to  them,  if  they  were  never  to  fetch 
another.     I  realy  think  it  a  great  piece  of  disrespect  as  can  be  done  me  for  all  my  services. 

(Indorsed)  "  Copy  of  Col.  Johnson's  letter  to  his  Excell. 
"  Gov'  Clinton  7  May  1747. 
«'  In  Gov.  Clinton's  of  July  23.  1747." 


^'^'imr^^ 


Governor  Clinton  to  Colonel  Schm/ler. 


[Ncw-Tork.  (8.  P.  0.)  X.,  203.] 


New  York  G"*  May  1747. 


Sir 

I  cannot  forbear  to  let  you  know  that  I  think  you  have  been  very  imprudent  in  taking  the 
steps  you  have  lately  done,  in  offering  full  pay  to  the  men  under  your  command  without  my 
knowledge  or  consulting  with  the  other  officers.  For  if  it  was  in  your  power  to  do  it.  it  can 
not  be  proper,  since  in  the  opinion  of  His  Majesty's  Council  of  this  Province  the  retaining  the 
greatest  part  of  the  arrears  due,  till  his  Majesty's  pleasure  be  known,  is  the  most  effectual 
method  at  present  to  prevent  desertions,  &  in  this  I  have  the  concurrent  opinion  of  the  President 
of  the  Council  of  the  Jerseys  (as  I  believe )  by  the  advice  of  the  Council  there.  Besides  as  it 
is  impossible  to  pay  all  the  forces  their  whole  pay  at  this  time,  any  difference  in  the  pay  of  one 
part  from  the  other  must  occasion  disorders  &  mutiny.  I  must  likewise  tell  you  that  keeping 
up  any  kind  of  distinction  in  the  pay  or  command  must  occasion  confusion  and  disorder,  of 
which  you  are  to  take  notice  &  take  care  to  prevent  any  room  for  complaint.  I  have  ordered 
40'  per  man  to  be  paid  to  each  private  man  of  the  New  Levies  without  distinction  in  what 
Province  the  levies  were  made,  and  I  have  promised  to  pay  them  20"  p'  mouth  'till  His  Majesty's 
pleasure  be  known. 

As  1  believe  that  what  you  did  proceeded  from  a  zeale  to  the  service  without  duly  considering 
the  consequences  of  the  step  you  took,  I  hope  your  future  conduct  will  convince  me  of  the  truth 
of  my  sentiments  of  you,  and  am,  Sir, 

To  Coll.  Peter  Schuyler  Your  very  humble  Serv« 

of  the  New  Jersey  Forces.  G.  Clinton 

(Indorsed) 

"  In  Gov'  Clinton's  of  July  23^  1747." 
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Governor  Clinton  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  New- York  PaperB,  Bundle  Og.,  No.  175.  ] 

-,    -      ,  New  York  24  July  1747. 

My  Lords,  ■' 

I  am  under  a  necessity  of  troubling  Your  LordPP*  with  the  inclosed  papers,  for  your  information 
and  to  beg  your  attention  to  them,  for  the  Administration  of  the  Govern'  in  this  Province  is  at 
present  reduced  to  that  State,  by  the  opposition  of  a  malicious  Faction  formed  in  it,  that  I  can 
not  answer  for  the  consequences,  unless  your  Lordw  without  delay  take  the  same  under  your 
considerations,  and  advise  His  Maj'J'  Ministers  as  to  what  Instructions  you  shall  think  proper 
on  this  occasion,  or  other  methods  which  you  shall  think  necessary  for  supporting  His  Maj'>' 
authority  and  security  of  this  Province  against  all  attempts  of  his  Enemies.  I  have  delayed 
laying  these  matters  before  your  Lord^'  ia  hopes  that  reason  and  forbearance  would  at  last 
bring  these  Men  to  some  thought,  and  some  concern  for  the  security  of  the  Country,  thereby, 
to  save  your  LordPP'  trouble,  as  I  hope  will  appear  from  the  Minutes  of  the  proceedings,  but  all 
my  endeavours  have  been  so  far  from  producing  the  effect  which  I  intended,  that  they  have 
only  encouraged  them  to  go  on  to  greater  lengths  and  insolence  ;  some  of  these  papers  may 
perhaps  be  thought  improper  by  Your  Lord^P'  to  be  exposed  to  the  view  of  every  one  that  may  be 
desirious  to  see  them  ;  I  hope  Your  LordPP'  will  excuse  my  giving  this  hint,  that  you  may 
give  orders  accordingly.  I  must  earnestly  intreat  Your  Lordrp'  to  let  me  know  your  sentiments 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Coil:  Johnson  who  I  have  employed  as  Chief  Manager  of  the  Indian  War,  and  Coll.  over  all 
the  Indians  by  their  own  approbation,  has  sent  several  party's  of  Indians  into  Canada,  and 
brought  back  at  several  times  prisoners  and  scalps ;  but  the  expedition  being  layd  aside  last 
year  the  Indians  were  discouraged,  and  begun  to  entertain  Jealouses,  by  which  a  new  expence 
became  necessary  to  remove  these  jealousies,  and  to  bring  them  back  to  their  former  temper, 
but  unless  some  enterprize  be  undertaken  which  may  keep  up  their  spirits,  we  may  again  loose 
them.  I  intend  to  propose  something  to  our  Assembly  for  that  purpose,  that  they  may  give 
what  is  necessary  for  the  expence  of  it,  but  I  almost  despair  of  any  success  with  them  when 
money  is  demanded ;  notwithstanding  that  I  am  assured,  we  may  procure  1000  Indians  at  this 
time,  but  my  greatest  difficulty  is  in  want  of  arms  for  them. 

I  must  likewise  inform  Your  LordPP",  I  have  got  Two  Indian  Nations  to  join  with  us,  who  are 
numerous,  and  who  were  formerly  always  in  the  French  interest;  they  have  fallen  upon  several 
French  trading  partys  and  a  Cattle'  which  before  this  is  fallen  into  their  hands,  but  they  live  at 
so  grci  a  distance  that  it  is  difficult  to  correspond  with  them,  and  expensive  to  support  them 
as  they  expect,  but  as  far  as  I  saw  it  necessary  I  have  ordered  them  to  be  supplyed  by  way  of 
Oswego;  they  may  be  of  single  use  to  distress  the  French  Trade,  and  to  cut  off'  all 
communication  between  the  French  on  Missisipi  River  and  Canada. 

The  ship  is  just  going  to  sail,  that  I  must  beg  your  LordPP'  will  excuse  haste,  being  with 
great  respect  — 

My  Lords 

Your  LordPP'  most  obedient 
humble  servant. 

G.  Clinton. 

Sic.  Qu?  Castle.  — Ei>. 
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JiermrTca  on  tJie  Re^-emitation  of  the  Assemlly  of  mw-Fw-h 

i  New- York  Fapera,  Bundle  Og.,  No.  ITT.  ] 

Remarks  in  answer  to  the  representation  of  the  Genera!  Assembly  of  New  York 
presented  to  His  Exceli-J'  Gov'  Clinton  2G.  of  Miiy  1747. 

The  first  Paragraph  of  the  Assembly's  representation  of  26  May  1747.  in  answer  *o  the 
Gov"  Message  of  24.  April  is  to  throw  son>e  Slur  on  the  GovS  as  if  he  through  frrofwim 
he  expected  fron,  the  house,  in  answer  to  that  Message,  had  adjourned   the  h  will 

allowmg  them  t.me.  to  g.ve  an  answer;  whereas  in  truth  they  had  nine  days  after  ha  M     al 
was  sent  without  any  kind  of  interruption  from  the  Governour.  ^ 

The  disorders  which  happened  about  that  time  among  the  new  Levies  that  were  then  at 
Albany,  made  .t  necessary  for  him  to  think  of  some  method,  to  put  a  stop  to  ther^^d  whi^h 
he  apprehended  could  not  be  done  without  his  going  thither,  and  for  that  reason    T  fore      e 
tter  was  dehvered  to  the  Speaker,  ordering  him  to  adjourn  the  house,  the  G  v"      t  fo 
tie  Speaker  and  acquainted  him  with  his  intention,  who  answered  :  the  house  would  bwel 
pleased  with  some  recess  at  this  time;  and  no  mention  being  made  of  the  representat  oJ  „ 
any  0   t  e  proceedmgs  of  the  house,  during  these  nine  days;  the  Gov'  had  rea  o    to   li  K  (  s 
he  du  )  tha   the  house  had  laid  aside  the  thoughts  of  making  it.     But  as  the  Gov'  at   h     time 
expected  orders  every  day  with  respect  to  the  expedition  intended  against  Canada,  he  did  ." 
thmk  U  proper  to  adjourn  them  longer,  than  from  week  to  week,  and  it  was  only  for  th  se 
purposes  that  the  several  adjournments  were  made,  till  after  the  Representation  was  brought  in 
and  approved  of  in  the  precipitate  i.anner  taken  notice  of  in  the  Gov''  answer  to  it 

t  may  not  be  improper  to  observe  further,  that  when  this  Representation  was  approved  of 
m  this  manner,  only  fourteen  Members  were  present,  as  appears  by  their  minutes  «?  thrliy 
which  number  was  the  smallest  that  can  constitute  a  house  ^ 

fulTrT'^'fT"'"  "°'  """"'^'"S  ''  S'^'  ""'^"^'^  ^y  their  Address  (or  rather  Message) 
of  IG'^f  April  might  have  passed,  had  then  been  the  only  matter  in  their  proceedings,  w  , i c| 
sowed  an  intention  to  throw  blame  on  the  Gov'  or  to  give  offence.     But  if  it  be  consi^      d 
that  the  Gov   at  the  opening  of  this  session  had  passed  over  every  thing  that  had  oc-a      n  d 
disputes  in  the  proceeding  session,  and  had  laid  the  matters  before  lliem.  as  if  no  differed     d 
happened   and  they  to  shew,  that  they  on  their  parts  were  resolved  not   o  suffe       em   o  d    p 
had   (without   any  riecessi.y   or  occasion   leading   them   to   it)  resolved   to   ad le"e     o   th' 
Representation  they  had  made  in  the  preceding  Session,  and  had  put  in  Clauses  in  to  tie  B  1 
or  supplying  provisions  to  the  new  Levies,  raised  in  f  is  Province,  which  could  be  of    o  us 
or  re  erve  any  purpose,  but  to  shew  their  disrespect  to  the  Governour's  person,  and  to  p  ovoke' 

un  to  refuse   bat  Bill,  in  hopes  thereby  to  load  him  with  more  diflicultys;  in   iW  person 
(considering  th^se  things)  can  not  receive  this  excuse  as  real,  or  think   hat  the  I  s  mb  v  d 
not  intend  to  give  offence,  and  if  any  doubts  of  their  intenti;ns  bould  r  n  ^wlt    ^.^^o  e 
the  subsequent  parts  of  these  remarks  must  effectually  remove  them  ^ 

The  compilers  of  this  representation  think  they  have  got  an  advantage  of  the  Governour 

from  his  own  Actin  having  sent  Capt"  Staats  with  a  command  of  the  New  Levies  to  r"ge 

he  Woods,  while  the  Gov'  was  on  Treaty  last  year  with  the  Indians,  i.  answer  to  his  refusi,i« 

to  send  the  new  Levies  to  range  the  Woods,  in  the  manner  desir    ^  .,  As  em    y     b     i' 
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it  be  considered  that  the  New  Levies  were  not  then  regularly  formed,  and  many  of  their  Officers 
absent,  it  can  not  be  a  standing  rule,  as  to  what  may  be  proper  to  be  done,  after  these  new 
Levies  were  formed,  and  put  under  their  proper  Officers  ;  besides  this  the  inconveniencys  which 
the  Gov'  observed  in  this  single  Act,  made  him  resolve  riot  to  do  the  like  again. 

Though  the  Assembly  can  not  deny  the  great  advantages  which  the  Gov'  gained  to  all  the 
British   Colonies   in   North   America,  and   more   particularly  to   this    Province,  by  securing 
the  fidelity  of,  and  engaging  the  Six  united  Indian  Nations  in  (he  War,  against  the  French,  yet 
it  is  well  known,  with  what  reluctancy  they  weic  brought  to  acknowledge,  that  the  Gov'  had 
done  this,  by  an  insinuation  put  into  their  Representation,  in  tliC   proceeding  Sessions,  that 
they  doubted  whether  the  Indians  were  sincere  in  the  engagements  they  had  entered  into  with 
Lis  Excell-'';  but  when  by  the  Incursions  their  several  parties  had  made  into  Canada,  they 
could  no  longer  raise,  a  jealousy  of  their  i,ot,  having  entered  into  the  War,  by  the  effects  of 
these  incursions,  which  were  seen  in  the  City  of  New  York,  as  well  as  at  Albany ;  they  now 
endeavour  to  lessen  the  Services  the  Gover-i'  had  done,  ui  the  eyes  of  the   people,  by  an 
insinuation  that  more  ought  to  have  been  done,  by  obliging  the  Indians  to  make  war  on  the 
Frei;ch  Indians  as  well  as  on  the  French  themselves.    But  if  the  disposition  of  the  Indians 
before  the  last  Treaty  with  them,  be  considered,  how  much  they  were  discontented  and  the 
reasons  there  were  to  apprehend  their  joining  with  the  French  instead  of  assisting  the  English, 
it  is  a  matter  of  surprise,  that  an  Assembly  of  New  York  should  so  unwilli;igly  acknowledge 
this  great  service  the  Gov'  had  done  them,  and  when  they  can  not  in  some  measure  avoid 
doing  it,  that  they  should  do  it  in  such  manner,  as  lessens  the  appearance  of  that  service,  by 
this   insinuation,  that   Indians  have  rot  entered  into  War  against  the  French  Indians,  tho' 
actualy  at  wa"  with  the  French. 

More  was  certainly  done  than  was  expected,  and  if  all  was  done  that  could  be  done,  the 
Governour  undenyably  deserve  a  grateful  return.     Suppose  that  the  Indian  Nations  on  both 
sides  hi-.iierto  have  observed  a  kind  of  neutrality  l)etween  themselves,  and  act  only  as  auxiliaries, 
some  Nations  with  the  English  and  other  with  the  French,  is  it  not  a  great  service  to  gain  the 
greatest  number  of  these  auxiliaries?;  though  the  Indians  be  not  civilized,  yet  they  are  rational 
Creatures.     These  several  Nations  had  no  quarrel  with  each  oilier,  what  then  can  tempt  them 
to  <jo  to  war  with  each  other,  otherwise  than  as  auxiliaries  to  their  several    Friends.     By 
attempting  to  push  them  furthei   it  is  probable  we  might  have  lost  their  Assistance  as  auxiliaries, 
and  it  is  well  known  that  it  is  difficult  for  any  Nation  to  continue  long  such,  without  Uecoming 
at  last  principatj.     Besides  all  these  reasons,  the  Six  Nations  at  several  times  gave  the  (iov' 
hopes  that  by  their  influence  on  several  Nations  then  joined  with  tho  French,  and  their  mutual 
alliances,  they  ..ould  be  able  to  bring  them  of,  from  the  French,  and  this  certainly  would  have 
been  of  greater  service  than  making  war  upon  them.     The  (JoV  had  great  reason  to  think, 
this  might  have  been  effected,  had  not  all  his  measures  for  this  purpose  been  defeated  by  tho 
obstructions  which  the  Assembly  laid  in  his  way,  and  by  their  refusing  to  give  any  assistance, 
towards  the  expence  that  necessarily  attended  the  putting  them  in  execution;  the  Assembly 
asserting  that  none  of  the  neighbouring  Colonies  ever  eased  them  of  any  part  of  the  Burthen 
of  preserving  the  Friendship  of  the  Indians  is  one  of  these  assertions,  which  it  will  be  difficult 
to  reconcile  with  publick  facts,  and  which  few  cm  believe  that  they  are  ignorant  of.     For,  so 
laJely  as  the  year  mr),  Pennsylvania,  Massachusets  Hay  and  Connecticut  sent  Commissioners 
with   presents   to   the    Indians,  at   the   Treaty  the   Gov'   had   then  with   them   at   Albany. 
Massachusels  Bay  in  li'     manner  sent  Commiss"  with  presents  at  the  Just  Treaty,  and  Virginia 
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those  contained  in  the  Duke  of  Newcastle's  letter  of  t  e  9I  "    In      m«   7    ""'"•      ""r 

and  wouM  have  ,1  „i„i„,  I!  LirZ^i 'f!™''  °""  '"  '""  ''°"°"  "■'"^'  °~^- 
The  next  assertion  conti  irv  to  truth  nn.l  fi.o;- ^i^.  i         i  j       .     . 

.  .U hey  had  provided  u.  a.  a.ple  a .„pp„„,  „.  ,„„  ,,,„  ^i„.„  .„  „„;„'^,      ™;;:. p^^i.r™' 

been  only  gra„.ed  ,„  ,he  pre.e„.  Uov-  ,  In,  yea     o^y  „r  7JZL     "  ',""!'  """'""  "  ""' 

„.,„    ♦■I,-  ,  I  I  "11  ui  vjovern  ,  in  a  manner  that  was  never  done   n  the  timp  nf 

any  of  h.s  predecessors,  by  assuming  to  themselves  the  sole  power  of  judging  of  Te  Officers 
servces,  and  of  the  salaries  or  rewards  due  to  their  services,  by  mea  .s  whereof    I  evtJe 
gamed  an  absolute  influence  over  the  Ollicers,  to  the  greatest  prejudice  o  L  S  nJ 
in  this  Province.    Though  the  Assembly  so.  n  after  thfcov^Tr"^^^^^^^ 
a  house  for  the  reception  of  a  Cov^  yet  the  present  .ov'  has  receiL'  e  e 7:  i    by       "ef 

Is  ay  ■  -  not  fit  to  be  inhabited,  but  the  benefit  at  which  the  Assemblys  C  .W-  « 
ece.ved  by  that  bu.himg  .s  sufficiently  apparent,  neither  has  the  Gov'  received  so  n.uch  be  t 
by  an  ,nconve„.ent  house,  as  the  owner  by  an  extraordinary  rent  al  owed  "n  '  "  he 
Assend,  y.  But  whoever  shall  read  the  several  Representations  ,md  Messaged  t  Asl  Iv 
can  no  dou  t.  w.th  what  truth  and  sincerity  of  heart  they  profess  a  respect  for  t  e  „v  n  S 
person  1  he  reason  of  the  withdrawing  the  sn.all  garrison  of  the  ndepend  t  Compa  ie 
from  Saraghtoga.  will  appear  fron.  the  information  dven  bv  the  OlVu-.r      f  ^"'"P"""^' 

beforethat(..rrisonwas  withdrawn,  by  whicn  it!  ^i:;:::^ 

:^:::i:i'"^^^°'  '''  ^^-'-^-i--  *«  theGamson  which  Should  be  in   u!"  ^^y';^ 
The  Gov  by  several  speeches  and  Messages,  from  time  to  time,  pressed   the  Assembly  to 

The  Bu.ld.ng  of  Forts  at  the  carrying  place,  are  so  apparentiv  necessary  ft.  the  defence  of 

dJ::  u    to  "*"«'"'7r'"'^  ?'"•;-•  ^'-^  «•-  A«sen.bly  can  not'avoid  confessing    ttymdy 

endeavour  to  excuse  themselves  by  the  great  expence.  that  the  mu.utaining  Garriso  s  iu'l     L 


'  -/L  i 


868 


NEW- YORK  COLONIAL  MANUSCRIPTS. 


for  all  times  to  come  must  occasion.  The  maintaining  Garrisons  in  these  Forts  was  never 
proposed,  and  that  the  Assembly  might  understand  his  intention  to  be  only  during  the  present 
exigency  of  affairs,  he  gave  it  the  name  of  a  Fortified  Camp,  but  to  shew  further  that  they 
could  have  no  ground  for  this  excuse,  he  had  last  fall  resolved  to  fortify  this  Camp,  at  the 
expence  of  the  Crown,  and  had  ordered  Forces  to  march  for  that  purpose  and  would  have 
effected  it,  had  not.  that  unexpected  obstruction  being  put  to  his  measures  by  the  Assembly 
Commiss"  witholding  the  provisions  from  the  Forces,  that  were  to  March  for  that  purpose,  so 
that  this  excuse  can  be  only  made  to  amuse  the  people,  after  the  Assembly  had  first  obstructed 
and  afterwards  neglected  a  work  so  necessary  for  their  safety. 

When  his  Excell'J'  informed  the  Assembly  by  his  speech  at  the  opening  of  this  session,  that 
the  neighbouring  Colonies  were  so  sensible  of  the  use  of  Forts  at  the  carrying  place,  for  their 
general  defence  and  safety,  that  they  were  willing  to  contribute  a  share  towards  that  expence ; 
the  Assembly  in  this  Representation  answer,  that  he  had  not  told  them,  which  of  the  Colonies 
were  willing,  and  what  proportion  they  were  willing  to  bear.  Now,  with  what  candour  this 
can  be  said,  let  any  Man  judge  who  reads  the  Gov's  speech  at  the  opening  of  this  Session,  and 
if  they  had  any  doubt  as  to  this,  it  would  have  been  an  easy  matter  for  them,  to  have  desired 
to  have  been  more  particularly  informed,  had  they  had  any  inclination  to  have  joined  in 
this  expence.  But  the  papers  which  were  delivered  to  the  Assembly,  put  all  this  out  of  doubt, 
when  by  them  a  computation  was  made  of  the  proportion  of  the  charges,  which  it  was  thougiit 
reasonable  from  each  of  the  Colonies  to  bear. 

As  to  the  objections  which  are  made  by  the  Assembly  to  the  paper  given  to  the  Gov'  at 

Albany  by  the  Commiss"  of  the  Massachusets  Bay,  and  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  who 

attended  the  Gov'  at  Ai'uany.     When  the  Commissioners  of  the  Massachusets  Bay  proposed 

this  matter  to  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  of  New  York,  they  declined  intermedling  in  it,  by 

rer.son,  that  Commiss"  were  appointed  to  treat  with  the  Commiss"  of  the  Massachusets  Bay, 

and  that  they  were  empowered  to  take  this  upon  them  ;  to  which  the  Commiss"  of  Massachusets 

Bay  answered:  that  they  never  would  meet  the  Commiss"  of  New  York  on  that  head,  since 

they  had  no  power  to  agree  upon  any  thing,  but  only  to  hear  what  proposals  were  made  and 

to  report,  which,  they  said,  could  as  well  be  done  by  a  common  letter  carrier,  without  puting 

both  Govern"  to  the  charge  which  must  attend  the  meeting  of  a  number  of  Commiss"  of  both 

Govern",  and  that  they  only  proposed  to  make  (in  conjunction  with  the  Gent"  of  ihe  Council) 

such  computations,  as  they  hoped  would  appear  reasonable  to  the  several  Govern"  interested 

in  this  aflair,  which  they  thought  allowable  for  any  to  do,  while  they  assumed  no  power 

to  themselves  but  what  the  reason  of  what  was  done  should  give  with  indifferent  Judges ; 

upon  which  the  (ienllemen  of  the  Council  entered  with  the  Commiss"  of  Massachusets  Bay 

on  the  consideration  of  affairs,  and  this  is  the  reason  why  that  paper  was  not  signed,  least  it 

might  have  been  suspected,  that  they  had  taken  upon  themselves  an  authority  not  given 

to  them. 

The  other  observations  made  by  the  Assembly  shew,  how  desirious  they  are  to  assume  to 
themselves  the  whole  Administration  of  Military  affairs  us  well  as  Civil.  But  what  the 
consequence  must  be  if  every  Military  enterprizo  must  be  first  debated  in  the  Assenibly, 
and  thereby  likewise  made  publick  liefore  they  can  be  put  in  execution  are  to  obvious  to 
need  mentioning. 

The  Assembly  next  in  justification  of  themselves  from  the  Charge  ngaints  them  in  the  Gov" 
message,  that  they  had  cicciiued  every  expence  that  seemed  necessary  at  this  lime,  for  the 
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which  did  „„,  „„„„„,  ,„  20         ,j,  «.,.     but   f  I,  h,T     M      .T       f  '°'°''  f""""'"' 

st:,^iXrhJ:rrS^^ 

Judge,  that  all    aid  o  .  thi    oc    1     Z^Jrl  'l  '  """'^^'  '*  "'"  ^^P^^^  ^°  '"'^'^--t 

in  direct  terms  deny  to  be  true        '      "  '""^'  ''"'"'"  '''^"  '^"^"^^  ^^  ^  <=harge  which  none  can 

the  execution  orVegllt  oH  ele  work    31    J  ^'  """'"T""  "^"^  °' ^'^•"'  ^  -^'-^  '» 
occasioned,   by  pu„1ng  <^o:lZZlnl-:^^^^^^^ 

ridiculous  to  any  that  have  the  least  art  of  foftifVina  a  olae'e      Th  u  '''"  "^P^" 

blame  the  Gov- for  this  in  direct  terms  in^hil  n'        f      ^  ■        ^^  '""''^  "°*  ^'^^  ""^  ^"'^^ 

Commiss"  employed  in  this  wo  k  wl        ^T'^T'^'  "  ''  ''"  P"^"^'^'^  '^''°"'».  that  the 

appointed  have^:  ;::e:c':\oTny  :n7w,::;ri'i:  :f  ic^' 'r"'  I'-r ''-  ^'^'^  ^^ 

who  have  seen  Fortifications,  and  have  know  e  i      „  ^e   /he    y  Tt  Z^^^^^^      7?  °'"" 
neglected  and  slighted  when  th^u  nrt-.,„^  .i    •       ^  ■  ^neory  at  least  of  that  Art,  were 

o..M,„wa„u.„^„„.,,;ctar„t"h:dZz;:t:::::::rro:,:;,r°" 
c„..i.,»  or  u,e  Ma...chul"t^:r.  r  h.it  :";^;:rrhl:c;:rr    '^' 

.igned  by  ,11  th«  Ge„.l-  of  the  Council  at  Albany.   Thl»  the  Author,  of  fh    r  "''  "" 

having  copy,  af  all  tl,.,e  papers  before  them      For  wh,,  ?    l-«pre.entation  knew, 

and  In-inuaLl  contrary  to  .lit  „t  L  ^  dgc  Z^c  2":°  H.'r:  1  "•*' '"",■  T""' 
of  thei,  rcolution  to  take  the  conduct  of  „U  Militar^eaterp:  e.  po„  t  S  ^'s' td  oal'"" 
pa^rjg  ccaanre.  on  the  Go."  conduct,  in  concert  withV  SI,  rl.y  and"  e  Vo"-  1  t 
ne,ghbourn,g  Colou.e,,  without  any  examination  into  the  Scheare.  propoVdL  tl  e  ^  c 
operation,,  for  they  were  not  before  them  nor  had  they  any  ,im.  " oZZVZ  ,  '  "'^ 
th.,.  .cheme.  had  they  known  them,  .iuce  thi.  rcpre.L,.m     ;1  ^  riC/^'^V" 

The  r  I  ■■FMcntation.  at  any  time  belbre  that  under  their  consideration 

crz::;:;:::;:;  :';;:z;:::,i'.":r';:'-7"""V"  't  •-■-■-»-:"": 

ignorance  aad  weakness  rr.'Zn';  irs:;Zot^t'ii;;t::ed''rL7; '  Trhll'T'' 

;h::r:'rri3Tetr''"  ""■"'" '  ^'"" " "'"""-  -"  -°-'- "  »•  -"- 
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No  Man  can  defend  himself  against  general  charges,  but  byger^eral  answers,  and  therefore  that 
person  may  justly  deny  tiie  whole  of  this  charge,  and  can  make  it  evident  (as  it  is  believed) 
that  however  perplexed  the  publick  affairs  have  appeared,  or  any  unsteadiness  in.  the  conduct 
of  them,  this  has  not  in  any  measure  happened  from  any  advice  which  he  gave  but  from  the 
unreasonable  and  ungrateful  opposition  of  a  Faction  to  all  the  Gov"  measures  of  every  kind, 
and  it  is  thought  the  Gov'  may  without  any  apprehension  of  censure  submit  his  speeches  and 
Messages,  since  it  was  imagined  that  Person  advised,  to  be  compared  with  the  Representations 
niessages,  and  answers  which  came  on  the  same  time  from  the  Assembly,  and  it  is  well  known 
who  the  persons  were  that  framed  the  Representations  ettc.  of  the  Assembly,  as  it  is  who 
advised  the  Gov'  at  the  same  time.  He  it  is  supposed  was  Acting  within  the  sphere  of  his 
duty  at  that  time,  but  they  being  no  Members  of  the  Assembly  perhaps  may  find  it  difficult  to 
vindicate  their  conduct  on  this  occasion. 

As  to  what  is  said  of  the  perfect  harmony  which  subsisted  between  the  several  branches  of 
the  Legislature,  before  that  person  was  so  much  concerned  in  the  Management  of  publick 
affairs,  it  may  be  justly  answered,  that  they  who  have  no  regard  to  truth,  ought  to  have  good 
memories,  which  is  a  defect  in  the  compilers  of  this  representation,  which  shamefully  appears 
in  this  instance,  as  well  as  in  several  others.  On  the  14"'  May  1745  the  Gov'  in  his  speech  to 
the  Assembly,  after  having  charged  the  Assembly  with  disrespectful  behaviour  to  him,  and  a 
neglect  of  providing  for  the  security  of  the  Province  (in  several  instances  particularly  set  forth) 
concludes  his  speech  with  these  remarkable  words:  "But  you  have  adventured  to  take  upon 
•'  you  the  assignement  of  places  for  erecting  Batteries  within  this  City,  to  direct  the  number  of 
'•  gunns  to  be  placed  upon  them,  and  to  order  the  issuing  out  the  gunpowder  provided  for 
"  the  use  of  the  publick  without  consulting  me  in  either  respect,  which  iueff^ect  is  assuming  the 
«'  Administration  of  the  Govern*  and  wresting  his  Majesty's  Authority  out  of  the  hands  of  his 
"  Govern'  Thus  from  an  invincible  untowardness  on  the  one  hand  and  an  inordinate  thirst 
•'  after  power  on  the  other,  you  are  become  as  it  were  a  dead  weight  against  the  other 
•'  branches  of  the  Legislature." 

And  the  Council  of  this  Province  in  a  memorial  presented  to  his  Excell'^  27  day  of  Febr» 
1741,  there  is  the  following  remarkable  paragraph.  "  The  Council  further  observe  to  your 
"  E'AceU'y,  that  by  this  Bill,  the  house  took  uj  jn  themselves,  not  only  to  nominate  the  persons 
"  to  receive  and  apply  the  money,  but  others  to  appoint  the  places  where  the  blockhouses  should 
"  be  built  upon  the  Frontiers  in  Albany,  and  both  (as  the  Council  understand)  without  your 
"  Excell'J-  approbation,  which  the  Council  look  upon  as  interfering  with  the  executive  part 
"of  Govern'"  ettc 

It  can  not  be  pretended  that  the  person  censured  in  this  Representation  intermedled  in  the 
publick  affairs  at  those  times;  every  Innest  Man  will  be  ready  to  suppose  that  the  drawers  up 
of  this  Representation  were  ignorant  of  what  hud  formerly  par.sed  between  the  several  branches 
of  the  Legislature,  but  he  will  be  surprised  when  he  is  told  that  the  very  same  persons  who 
advised  as  to  the  words  and  expressions  used  by  the  Gov'  in  this  sp.;ech,  and  in  the  memorial 
of  the  Council  did  likewise  form  this  representation  of  the  Assembly,  and  yet  it  is  true. 

Several  other  instances  of  a  disagreement  between  the  branches  of  the  Legislature  can  1)6 
pointed  oi-.t  from  the  Minutes  of  their  proceedings,  before  the  «in  e  it  is  supposed  that  person 
intermedled  in  publick  affairs,  but  it  would  draw  these  reman  ,  -.-t  into  too  great  a  length. 
And  it  is  generally  well  known  that  before  the  time  that  is  supposed  that  person  was  concerned 
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in  publick  amiirs,  remarkable  misunderstandings  had  appeared  between  the  ioV  and  the  heads 
of  a  powerful  Faction  in  this  Province. 

We  now  come  to  that  part  of  the  Kepresentation  which  deserves  the  most  strict  enquiry. 

BrmTr  T  •^"""'t^'  f  ;'"  ''"'^  °^  *'"^  "'^y  b«  °'  g^^'^t  consequence  to  the  safety  of  the 
Bru.sh  Colonies  m  North  America.  It  is  that  part  where  the  Assembly  with  great  humility 
confess  the.r.gnorance  that  many  i„  this  province,  and  all  the  neighbouring  Govern"  are 
perswaded,  that  the  principal  Traders  and  richest  Men  in  Albany,  do  not  w.sh  well  to  the 
exped.tmn  aga.nst  Canada      For  this  reason  it  will  be  necessary,  t'o  treat  this  at  so^..  leng  1 

war  with  F  "  ''    7'  ".    t  "  T'""     ''  "  "•^"  '"«""'  ^'^^^ '"  ^'^  *'">«  «^«—  Anne's 
Zll  '*^;-^«' -''•«''  «f  neutraluy  was  made   between  this  Province  and  Canada;  that 
Westonhook  R.ver  was  the  established  boundary  of  this  neutrality  towards  New  England. 
That  dunng  the  war  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Province  who  lived  on  the  West  sideof  that  River 
o  lowed  all  the.r  occupations  in  husbandry,  and  in  times  of  peace,  while  at  the  .ame  time  the 
Inhabuants  of  New  England  were  in  their  sight  exposed  to  the  merciles.  cruelty  of  the  French 
and  the.r  Ind.ans  and  a  great  part  of  the  Country  was  laid  waste  with  fire  and  sword.     In  the 
t.me  of  th.s  neutral.ty  the  French  Indians  frequently  brought  the  spoils  they  had  taken  in 
I^ew  England  and  sold  them  in  Albany  and  were  expeditiously  fitted  out  a  new  with  every 
lung  they  wanted.     At  the  same  time  a  most  beneficial  trade  was  carryed  on  with  CanadZ 
and  the  French  stapplyed  w.th  every  thing  they  had  occasion  for  themsefves,  and  for  carrying 
on  the.r  trade  wUh  the  Indians,  and  preserving  their  Interest  among  them,  which  olherwis! 
must  have  faded  by  reason  of  the  great  ditTiculiies  the  direct  Trade  with  France  at  that  time 
lay  under.     By  th.s  it  appears  that  the  Traders  and  rich  Men  in  Albany  are  not  so  insensible 
of  the.r  own  .nterest  as  the  con.pilersof  this  representation  endeavour  to  make  people  imagine 
when  they  endeavour  to  secun-  their  Estates  by  a  neutrality  at  much  less  expence  than  it  ca.i 
be  done  by  Fort.fication,  especially  when  at  the  same  time  they  hope  to  encrease  their  Estates 
by  a  Trade,  wh.ch  must  be  most  beneficial  in  time  of  War.     And  it  is  thought  difficult  to  give 
a  reason  why  these   prudent  and   rich   Men  who  were  impowered  by  the   Assembly  to  Build 
Forts  and  Block  houses  for  the  security  of  their  Frontiers,  and  had  a  sun.  of  Money  granted 
to  them  for  that  purpose,  did  not  secure  themselves  by  building  such,  if  it  be  not  supposed 
Uat  they  thought  they  could  more  effectually  secure  themselves  by  establishing  this  neutrality 
But  to  put  this  further  out  of  dispute  when  the  Commiss"from  Massachusets  Bay,  Pennsylvanh 
an,  Connecticut  assisted  at  the  Treaty  the  CiovMiad  with  the  Six  Indian  Nations  in  1745.  after 
the  Ind.ans  had  g.ven  in  their  answer  to  the  GoV-  solicitations  with  them,  to  join  in  the  war 
against  the  V  re..ch.    The  L.dians  answered,  they  would  send  to  Canada,  to  demand  satisfaction 
for  the  .njur.e8  done,  and  in  case  satisfaction  was  not  given,  then  they  would  declare  War  • 
upon  wh.ch  the  Commiss"  from  Boston  openly  declared  in   the  presence  of  the  Gov'  and' 
Counc.l  of  New  York,  and  tne  Commiss"  from  the  several  other  Govern",  that  they  knew  that 
the    nd.ans  were  ready  to  have  entere.i  into  the  War  till  this  answer  was  put  into  their  heads 
by  the  people  of  Alba,.y,  with  a  view  to  establish  a  neutrality,  and  indeed,  this  proposal  of 
send.ng  the  Ind.ans  to  demand  satisfaction  when  the  English  and  French  were  in  actual  W.r 
must  appear  ridiculous  in  itself,  without  this  explication  that  it  was  designed  to  introduce  a 
neutral.ty    between  Albany  and  Canada  by  means  of  the  Indians  and  in  their  name  as  was 
done  .n  Q,.een  s  An..e's  war.     That  the  inclinations  of  the  People  of  Albany  were  bent  on  this 
purpose  appearr  further  by  the  infor.nation,  which  the  Offices  of  the  Forces  which  re..de/vou8ed 
at  Albany  gave  to  the  Gov^  whereiti  they  declare,  that  all  the  disorders  which  appeared  an.ong 
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the  Forces  arose  from  false  Reports  industriously  spread  among  them  by  the  People  of  Albany, 
as  will  appear  by  the  copy  of  a  Certificate  thereof  signed  by  the  Capt"  of  the  troops  levied  in 
Pennsylvania;  and  it  is  well  known  that  most  of  the  Troops  as  they  marched  to  the  place  of 
rendezvous,  had  such  an  opinion  of  the  people  of  Albany  not  wishing  well  to  the  expedition 
against  Canada,  that  they  openly  declared  they  must  take  Albany,  before  they  could  proceed 
to  Canada. 

But  to  remove  all  suspicion  that  this  ill  opinion  of  the  People  of  Albany  was  infused  into  the 
Gov'*  mind,  by  the  person  charged  to  have  done  it,  it  is  proper  to  recite  a  paragraph  of 
the  Gov'*  Message  to  the  Assembly  the  23"*  of  August  1745  at  wiiich  time  it  is  not  pretended 
that  the  Gov'  was  in  any  manner  influenced  by  that  percon's  advice:  viz'  "It  seems  very 
"  evident  that  a  law  should  be  passed  provided  with  proper  penaltys,  which  may  effectualy 
••  restrain  all  persons  within  this  provice,  from  trading  or  dealing  in  any  sort  with  the  French 
"  Indians,  during  the  War  with  France  ;  for,  under  the  colour  of  Treaty  of  Neutrality  concluded 
•'  between  them  and  the  Six  United  Nations  of  Indians,  in  league  with  us,  and  upon  pretence 
"  of  traffick  with  the  English,  the  French  Indians  have  had  hitherto  constant  intercourse  with 
"  both,  &  thereby  frequent  opportunitys  of  viewing  our  situation,  and  carrying  intelligence  to 
"  the  Enemy,  which  we  should  by  all  means  endeavour  to  prevent.  According  to  the 
"  information  I  have  received  some  of  those  French  Indians  were  lately  trading  at  Albany, 
"  when  others  of  them  were  at  the  Stame  time,  scalping  and  Butchering  his  Maj''''  subjects  on 
"  the  boarders  of  New  England ;  which  we  can  not  but  look  up  on  with  the  same  resentment, 
•'  as  if  done  to  any  people  of  this  province  ;  and  besides,  whatever  these  Indians  Barter  these 
••  furs  for,  whether  for  cloalhing,  or  gunpowder,  is  so  much  clear  gain  to  the  French,  and  the 
"strengthening  of  the  hands  of  his  Maj'''''  Enenie"  — 

After  what  is  now  set  forth  of  the  knowledge  which  the  Assembly  must  have  had  of  these 
matters,  their  great  humility  in  confessing  their  ignorance  of  them,  must  be  very  surprizing. 
It  is  much  doubted,  whether  any  one  of  them  seperately  could  have  either  the  humility,  or 
impudence  to  deny  their  knowledge  before  any  of  their  Friends' 

What  is  said  of  a  remarkable  letter  is  put  in  such  terms,  that  it  is  impossible  to  give  any 
other  answer,  than  that  a  charge  made  to  take  away  the  reputation  of  any  person,  in  the  like 
manner  that  this  is  done,  and  to  excite  other  people's  passions  against  him,  can  proceed  from 
nothing  but  the  highest  malice. 

What  is  said  of  the  character  and  circumstances  of  a  certain  person  of  Albany,  can  have  no 
relation  to  any  thing  done  by  the  Gov'  since  that  person  was  never  employed  by  him  in  any 
publick  affairs.  That  person  Ims  a  Commission  from  the  Govern'  of  Boston,  and  whatever  he 
may  do  in  any  public  affair,  he  acts  only  by  virtue  of  that  Commission.  The  Gov'  sometime 
since  informed  M'  Shirley  of  the  surmises  he  had  heard  of  that  person,  who  answered,  that  the 
Govern'  of  Massachusets  Bay  had  intrusted  him  for  many  years,  that  he  had  done  them  very 
considerable  services,  and  never  had  any  reason  to  suspect  his  fidelity. 

What  is  said  in  answer  to  his  Exccll''J"8  recommendation  to  tlie  Assembly,  on  the  XT'*  of 
October  last,  is  really  an  unfair  misrepresentation  of  the  facts  at  that  time  ;  had  the  Assembly 
only  dfsired  as  here  represented,  that  the  Gov'  would  direct  all  proper  papers  for  their 
information  in  that  affair,  to  be  laid  before  them,  it  would  soon  have  been  done;  but  the 
request,  which  the  Assembly  made  on  that  head  in  their  Uepresentation  of  the  4"'  of  Nov'  was 
in  the  fo'l'^wing  words:  "We  beg  Your  Excell'^^''  will  put  it  in  our  power,  by  ordering  to  be 
"  laid  before  us  (when  we  shall  call  for  them )  all  letters  and  papers  that  have  passed  between 


\ 


LONDON  DOCUMENTS:    XXVIII. 


373 


Your  Excell'.  and  the  Commiss"  for  Indian  Affairs,  or  between  your  Excell^^  and  any  other 
persons  concerning  Indian  Affairs,  since  your  Excelle/-  arrival  to  this  Govern- "1  Hi    Vcel" 
accordingly  d,d  g.ve  orders  to  the  Secretary  for  Indian  Affairs  who  said  it  woul,'     Ae  h  m 
ree  n^onths  to  copy  them,  but  the  Assembly  never  called  for  them,  and  indeed  .ssemb ly" 

caihng  for  so  many  papers,  most  of  which  in  all  probability  must  be  useless  for  the  p"  sen 
purpose  and  some  of  them  perhaps  improper  to  be  communicated,  gave  reason   o   hink     ha 
.hey  had  no  ,„tent.on  to  make  any  such  enquiry,  which  is  confirmed  by  no  ment  on  ever    a    nK 
been  made  of  that  enquiry  afterwards   in   their  house.      It   appears   then   how   1  us     hf 
nsmuafons  here  made  in  this  representation,  is,  that  his  Exceil-  preventedThe  r  enl    v 
by  a  prorogafon  of  the  House.     But  to  put  this  beyond  all  question,  'the  As    mbly  dcird-' 
that  they  were  des.r.ous  of  a  recess,  before  they  were  prorogued,  as  appears  by  their  reso    es 
U:ar;ur;:se  •"    "'     ^--^^^-^^  «  ^'-age  sent  by  their  Speaker  to  the  G^Z 

Towards  the  conclusion  of  this  Representation,  the  contrivers  of  it.  too  evidently  show,  how 
desmous  they  are  to  reflect  on  the  Gov',  and  all  persons  in  friendship  with  him.  Jh e „  tT  y  d o 
U  m  such  general  as  well  as  virulent  terms,  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  most  nnocent 
person  to  make  a  proper  defence  against  it.  But  this  with  persons  of  judgem'  it  is  to  b  ho  ed 
can  only  serve  to  demonstrate  the  malice,  with  which  this  KepresentaUon'is  conce  ved  and  wiU 
rather  serve  to  clea.-  the  Gov',  than  to  asperse  him. 

For  how  unbecoming  is  it  for  an  Assembly  of  a  Province.  -  o  abuse  the  honour  of  their  Gov' 
and  the  K.ngs  representafve,  (as  they  are  pleased  to  stile  him)  on  common  Reports,  which 
they  had  just  reason  to  think  were  only  maliciously  raise.l  by  his  Enemies,  when  it  was    „ 
the.r  power  to  Imve  examined  into  the  truth  of  them,  before  they  thus  in  a  manner  author L  d 
them  by  the  publ.cat.on  o    this  Representation,  as  they  certaini;  might  have  done,  as    o Tat 
of  the  Indmn  presents  ,n  the  year  1745.  and  after  so  long  a  time  allowed  for  enquiry,  to  fo  m 
h^^MheR^MuTh'^r      '  *7g'-^*°"  o*- -me  (perhaps  malicious)  person  wh;  fancied 
that  the  Bulk  of  the  goods  g.ven  by  his  Excelle.  was  not  so  great  as  that  given  by  one  of    he 
ne.ghbour.ng  Govern...     But  it  is  to  be  considered  besides  the  uncertainty  on  which  this  ch..! 
was  formed,  that  the  Gov'  had  about  600  Indians  to  subsist,  out  of  the  sum  grant  dfi    pre;  ft 
by  the  Assembly  and  .t  s  well  known,  that  very  considerable  presents  areLaysgiven    r    e 
Governours  of  th.s  Prov.nce  .n  private,  to  the  principal  Indians  of  every  nation  an<f  Tribe.'a  d 
that  these  presents  never  appear  in  publick. 

The  Gov  (it  is  true)  having  heard  of  such  a  report,  soon  after  his  return  from  that  Treaty 

ordered  an  account  ol  the  presents  given,  and  the  other  expences  of  that  Treaty  to  be  ma  fe' 

ut.  and  del.vered  to  the  several  of  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  for  their  satisfaction,  and  ,"   g 

heard  no  moreof .     from  that  time,  he  was  in  hopes,  that  all  indifferent  persons  h  d  re  d 

satisfied,  as  he  still  believes  such  are.  remained 

As  to  the  other  Report  relating  to  Flags  of  truce,  it  is  not  conceived  how  it  is  possible  to 
make  any  answer  to  ,t.  since  it  can  not  be  discovered  upon  what  ground  such  a  Repor  n  ,  ^ 
r  ised.  According  to  the  method  taken  in  this  Province,  in  sending  a  prisoners  b  ougl  „  o 
h.s  port,  and  on  br.ng.ng  back  those  taken  by  the  Enemy,  the  advantage  to  the  vessels  em  o"d 
in  such  8erv.ce  .s  greater,  when  they  carry  few.  than  when  they  carry  many.  I  can  not  be  " 
.mag.„ed  what  should  induce  the  owners  or  Commanders  of  such  Flags  of  '/rue  ,o  giv'any 
gratu.ty  by  the  head,  or  in  any  proportion  to  the  number  of  prisoners  that  theyJa  y'  «  ^ 
this  asperson  is  not  only  false,  but  likewise  absurd  and  can  in  truth  only  show\o7  es  r 
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the  Gov"  Enemies  are  to  asperse  him.  And  to  make  the  views  and  purposes  of  the  Faction 
who  directed  in  this  affair  more  evident,  it  must  be  observed  that  this  Representation,  and  the 
hrst  draught  of  it  from  the  Committee  was  kept  by  the  Speaker  under  lock  and  key,  without 
suffenng  either  to  remain  in  the  Clerk's  hands  as  usual,  for  fear  the  Gov'  should  obtain 
knowledge  of  any  prrt  of  it,  and  a  copy  was  given  to  the  printer  to  publish,  before  it  could  be 
known  what  answer  the  Gov  did  give,  which  too  plainly  shows  that  the  intention  of  that 
paper  was  not  to  redress  any  grievance,  but  to  incite  the  populace  ag"  the  Administration. 

The  malicious  spirit  which  so  evidently  appears  through  every  part  of  it,  loudly  calls  on 
those  who  have  the  power  to  exert  their  authority,  in  restraining  it,  as  it  is  manifestly 
destructive  of  all  good  Govern*,  and  must  in  its  consequencies  destroy  the  morals  of  the  People 
of  this  place,  if  an  effectual  stop  be  not  put  to  all  daring  attempts  of  this  kind  for  the  future. 

It  IS  thought,.no  such  instance  can  be  given,  even,  where  there  were  just  and  real  causes  of 
complaint,  but  where  there  was  a  fixed  resolution  at  the  same  time  taken,  to  overturn  the 
established  Govern'  at  that  time,  and  the  manner  at  least  is  thought  can  in  no  sence  be  palliated. 
Governours  have  from  time  to  time  connived  at  the  incroachments  of  the  Assemblys  in 
the  Plantations,  on  the  prerogative  and  executive  part  of  Govern',  in  hopes  fo  make  their 
time  in  the  Administration  easy  to  themselves,  and  it  is  thought  that  his  Maj'^'  Ministers,  who 
always  have  matters  of  much  greater  consequence  to  employ  their  thoughts,  are  desirious  to  be 
freed  as  much  as  possible  from  the  trouble,  that  must  attend  the  affairs  of  the  Plantations. 

But  the  affairs  of  Govern'  are  in  several  of  the  Colonies  (now  by  these  connivances  and 
neglect)  come  to  that  pass,  that  they  seem  to  require  an  immediate  attention,  and  in  order  to 
either  prevent  much  mischief,  much  trouble  and  expence  to  remove  the  bad  consequencies  which 
are  like  to  ensue. — 


Examinations  at  a  Court  of  Inquiry  at  Albai^y. 

[  New- York  Papers,  Bundle  Gg.,  No.  ns.] 

At  the  Fort  at  Albany  11"'  Dec'.  1745. 
Whereas.  Captain  John  Rutherford  having  applyed  to  me  for  a  Court  of  Enquiry  relating 
to  the  condition  of  the  Fort  at  Saraghtoga,  before  and  at  that  time,  when  the  Detachment  was 
recalled.     1  summoned  the  following  Officers,  who  were  present.  Viz'. 

Capt"  Hubert  Marshall.     President. 

Capi"  Thomas  Clark 

Lieut:  John  Lindsay 

Lieut"  John  Marshall  &  Stephen  Eastwick. 

Lieu'  Edmund  Blood,  declared  to  us  that  he  was  present  there,  when  his  Excell-^^  ordered  a 
party :  viz'  a  Sergeant,  a  Corporal  and  ten  private  Men  to  be  posted  in  the  Fort  at  Saraghtoga, 
upon  these  express  conditions,  that  the  Gentlemen  of  Albany  (at  whose  desire  he  sent  them) 
should  immediately  put  the  said  Fort  in  good  repair,  also  to  make  a  Well  and  Oven  ;  that  His 
Excell'J'  ordered  iiim,  in  case  these  things  were  not  done  accordingly  to  withdraw  the  Men  he 
having  sufficient  proof  that  there  was  neither  Well  nor  Oven  made,  many  other  necessary 
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Detachment  before  he  did  it  ^'  ""'"  "''^'^^'^  ^"P^"  Rutherford  to  recall  that 

u!::sx  C-"; :  t;;r  ;:^i::;;::,3  ''-'■  z  '-'^  -'  ^^'^  ^'-  ^^  ^- 

was  Corporal  at  Saraghtoge  and  came  down         k     .     T""'""^  °°  "''''''  declared  that  he 
neither  Well  nor  Oven'in  th    G  .rri  on   .he 71^   h  '•^"  T'^"  '■^^""^'^'  ^"«*  ^^""^  -- 

the  Block  houses,  that  the  Hoofs  oirofteBI     rhl"""  '"''  "r^'  ^'^  '^'°°^  '"  "^  °^ 
neither  could  keep  then.selves  or  arn^s  ettc  Iv        .  '''"■'  '"■"'^'  ''^^''  ^""^  '^^'  ^^ey. 

lastdamagednotwithstandi„rth  ;trk  the™  ^         "'  "'"' '  ^'^^^  '"^'^  P^^^"  -««  «t 

David  Mahany  Soldier  being  swondechredh     ""  '°  ''T "^  •*' 
the  Roofs  in  all  the  Block  houses  w^    e  :;  „    .IZr:  1  '''  'T'  ''  ""^•'"^^'^"^^ '  '^^' 
in  one  Block  house,  and  that,  considerab Iv  da^J.  h    .t  """  "^  ^''•'^'  '^''^'  "^«  ^^^'^ 

William  Schaw  Soldier,  b  ing  swo"     d'cl'reS    ^        T"'  '°  '^'"  "°^^^^"  '"  ^'^  ^-t' 

keep  their  arms,  ammunition  o^cltL  dt  Id  il  n^'      ''  "  m"  '^  "'"^'  ''''  '''''''  "°^ 
the  wheather.  ^^'  '^"'^  '"  "°  ^^^  ^0"'^  shelter  themselves  from 

Jz:rr^^tri:r  ::trd  ^^  ^^t  ^-^  ^"^^  -^  °^  ^-^  ^«'^>-«.  -« 

purpose,  ettc      But  we  thought   hoofroi  '         '  1  '"^  "''''  '°  «"^"^  ^°  ^»^^  «-« 

Capi-  Rutherford  declared     hnM  ^  .!        *^  ""'  ''  '°  "'"^  "«  '"'•t^'^'-  «^id*'n<^«- 
for  In'dian  A.air^ettc  a'd  to.      im;.';:^^  Coll  Schuyler  and  to  the  Commissi 

Saraghtoga  of  the  hardships  they  su    Ted  t.Te     Z'  t^ev"""  h"''  '""  '''  '''"  '"'^'^^  "' 
had  promised,  he  would  be  obliged  accordinrtn  r    u    '^'^.'^''f  ""'  ''P^'^'  tl^«  ^'ort  as  they 

he  repeated  this  again  and  agaifa  d  no  h  "'  ^cne^  h"     "  T'?  '"  """^""  '""^  ^^^^  '  '"'•'' 
to  his  orders.  ^  ''^'"^  '^""^ '  ''^  accordingly  recalled  the  party  agreable 

companions  that  the  hardships   hyued.  tT;  ^'^^^7^'""'   '^^'"^  ^^^"^^'^  '^^  ''-- 

ps  they  suHered  at  Saraghtoga  induced  them  to  desert  the  service. 

Hubert  Marshall 
Thomas  Clark 
John  Marshall 
Stephen   Eastwick. 


We  are  ready  at  any  time  to  swear  to  our  above  declarations.- 


John  Rutherford 
Edmund  Blood. 


2  he  Captains  of  the  Pennsylvania  Compani 


'es  to  Governor  Clinton. 

[New. York  Papers.  BoBille  Og.,  No.  179.] 

Sin  Albany.  8.  June  1747. 

been  di.o*r,y  ..  „.,,  Z.  grlrbXT  Slt.TZ;:..""'  '"™  '"  "  '""'"'»'  "■»»"" 


K-wm?im)LixmfaitKm»>^\ 
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We  think  injustice  to  ourselves  we  ought  to  lay  before  Your  ExcelK  why  so  sudden  an 
uneasiness  should  happen  among  our  Men,  which  has  been  for  some  low,  evil  minded  people, 
who  have  frequently  taken  pains  to  tell  vile  and  false  storys  to  them,  and  as  a  great  part  cf  our 
Companys  consist  of  Germans  who  can  converse  in  the  language  of  those  vile  people  they  have 
had  the  greater  influence  over  them. 

They  have  in  the  first  place  told  our  Men  that  they  remembered  in  the  last  Expedition  ag'« 
Canada,  that  the  Soldiers  were  cheated  out  of  the  whole  or  the  greatest  part  of  their  due,  and 
that  they  made  no  doubt  that  they  would  be  served  the  same  manner;  and  secondly  that  the 
money  Your  Excell'^  was  pleased  to  send  up,  they  said  was  sufficient  to  pay  the  Men  in  full,  and 
that  the  Officers  paid  them  only  forty  shillings,  and  kept  the  remainder  in  their  own  hands, 
and  fur'»>er,  that  they  were  fools  and  Rascals  if  ever  they  took  that  sum,  for  if  they  did,  they 
would  never  haVe  any  more  that  was  due  to  them,  and  that  your  Excell'^''  would  make  them 
soldiers  for  life.  How  inconsistent  soever  these  idle  storys  will  appear  to  the  discerning  part 
of  the  world.  Your  Exeell'^  is  sensible  what  an  effect  they  will  have  upon  such  weak  mindes  as 
we  have  to  deal  with,  and  these  storys  our  Soldiers  repeated  in  publick  to  all  the  Field  Officers 
when  they  were  drawn  up  before  them  and  gave  these  reasons  for  their  uneasiness. 

We  believe  your  ExcelK^  is  not  insensible  that  our  Troops  before  this,  have  behaved 
themselves  with  the  duty  becoming  Soldiers,  as  they  have  the  whole  Winter  cheerfully  obeyed 
all  commands  that  were  laid  upon  them,  and  which,  Coll :  Marshall  told  us  he  acquainted  your 
Excell-^y  of  their  readiness  upon  all  occasions,  and  even  in  the  midst  of  all  their  disorders,  they 
never  have  yet  disobeyed  any  Commands  but  have  .lone  duty  regularly  in  the  Fort  at  Albany 
ever  since  they  were  ordered  down  from  the  Half  Moon,  and  as  these  vile  insinuations  that  has 
from  time  to  time  been  put  into  the  heads  of  our  Men,  was  the  cause  of  what  has  lately  happened, 
we  thought  it  necessary  to  acquaint  your  Excell<='  of  it,  that  you  may  not  think,  we  have  been 
any  ways  wanting  in  our  duty  to  keep  these  Men  together  and  in  due  obedience,  which  we 
make  no  doubt  we  should  have  done  had  not  these  idle  Reports  been  spread  among  them. 

We  hope  your  Excell^''  will  not  from  the  frequent  accounts  that  you  must  have  had  of  the 
murmurs  of  our  Companies  have  entertained  an  unfavourable  opinion  of  us,  as  we  assure  your 
Excel^^  nothing  has  nor  shall  be  wanting  in  us  to  preserve  these  Men  and  keep  them  in  the 
best  order  we  possibly  can,  that  they  may  be  fit  for  the  service  for  which  they  were  intended 
and  which  we  hope  we  shall  in  a  short  time  be  enabled  to  do,  and  have  it  in  our  power  to 
carry  such  a  Command  as  will  make  them  behave  with  the  duty  they  ought.  We  humbly 
submit  this  to  Your  ExcelK^  and  are  with  the  greatest  respect  — Your  Excell'^J'' 

most  obedient  and  most 

humble  servants 

Samuel  Perry 
John  Diemer 
W"'  Trent 
John  Shannon 
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[New.T«rk.  8.  P.  O.,  X.,  860.] 


Sir 


New  York  24  July  1747. 

favti?  ;f:XeiTr  tz  cr  tr  r  ^-^'^-^ '  -'-'  ^^^«  ^^  -  '^«  ^-- 

relation  to  them.  He  has  desiredTv  leTvtr  I  "'^"""'  ^'^  ^''^  ^^'^'  ^'  ^nows  in 
I  have  taken  the  opportu:itlo1o:v'e ^^  3pCe?b;  hil^'t  ""  "T  ^^^^^'"^  •^''''^"'  ^ 
Province  on  the  Expedition  intended  iLt  LT  'n^    1         "'  "^''"^  ^  Company  in  this 

occasions,  and  is  well  acqua  ntTd  wi  h   mC   !f'"«' C-^'^-     As  he  has  behaved  well  on  all 

Province  I  am  in  hope  he  may  be  JIfullTf  ''  ^'"  ^'""  '^^  ^'^''^^^^  *"  ^^is 

every  objection  that  may  bT  Lde  esp  al  v  a  T  """"  "'f"  ''  '^  ""'  ^''^^''^'^  '°  "^-ate 
as  well  as  with  many  particular  ttiZinl'   a  V?''^""?  ^'"  "^^  ^^  this  Province, 

serve  me.  I  should  L^rea  -y  oS  Tf  h'  til  b'  ""'  T''  "'  '"^  ^'"'^^^^  "^'-^'"^  ^^ 
Company  in  the  Army,  and  if  H     Grace  w-^  •'  '""^       '"  """  '''"'''  ^'"'^^  ^«'  * 

take  it  as  a  great  honour.  I  ha v  troubled  His  cl  '  T  '."  ''"  '  ""'*^  ^"'^'^"^  ^  ^^all 
my  private  affairs.  &  indeed  fL  y  re"  ovl  f  T  1T'  ^'"""^  '""^^  ^°  ^"'"^  ^ome  on 
obliged  to  draw  fo  suchiarm  r  ^  T  ''"''  ^"'^  ''™^^'  ^"^  »°^  I  ^'ave  been 
myself  debtor.  I  th  nk  th  Zn  be  no  oT"7  ". ""  ''"""  ""  '  ''''''  ''''  '^^  ''  '  "-«  -^^e 
desired  I  mightcom  horn  wTth  mv  oro„ n"  7  'T'"^  ''  ^"^^  *'"««  --"»*«•  ^  "l«o 
if  you  will  tfke  an  oppo"  n"y  onX^  o  Hi!' p'  "'.  '  "''  ^''"  '^  extreamly  thankfull 
stay.  I  was  in  hopefforberrance  would  at  H^h  1  '  '''  ^"  ''  ''  '"'P°«^*^'«  ^°'  "«  '^ 
for  ye  security  of  th'eir  cou  ^  LTebl  '^^^^^  tl'T^  "^V'  ""^  ""^"  ^  ^'""^  «— 
the  minutes  and  remarks  I  now       d  h'ome  tl   heL^^^^  T''^  ^^  '  '^^^  -"  ^PP-  ^V 

been  so  far  from  producing  the  effect  wHohi  ...  u  ""^^ '  but  all  my  endeavours  have 
to  go  on  greater  insolence.'  avf  e  flu  C  o  b  V""''  T  °"'^  ^"^''"'^^^'^  ^^- 
home  as  Governour  of  New  York  to  Driving  n  .  ^^  °'  ^°"'  ^'^'"^  '''  ^"S^^  ™«  ^o  come 
ruin  of  me  and  my  r^rnnZZtZ'  Z  511  k'bT:i:r  TT  '"^^  ''''  ''''  '^  ^• 
particularly  those  bills  I  was  obliged  to  21  TT  v  ^  '  ^°'  ^  ""''  '*P"«^  "°  "^--cy. 
when  the  greatest  enemies  I   h  d  i„  r  As  enTblv  Lb Tr""  '"  ^'''''  '''''  =  '  ''^y  ^^^ 

made  it  a  point  for  nobody  to  take  my  Lit  but  Im"^^'^^^  V  ""'  ""''^^  ''"""  '''''  ^ 

Govern'  who  has  vengeance  sworn  2in     him  bt  tJ    cl     °f  \^-'' ^^'^^  ^PPointed  Lieu. 

&  who  they  offered  to  bring  into  thefr  measure  'L       ^""''[iT""  '"'^  '^''  ''''  ""^  '^''^  ^^«t'°". 
spread  of  me  all  over  the  Countr^     wS^  „  w  tr^e"  a"  f  """'  "^"''^  ^''^^  '^^'^ 

acquaint  me  of  it.  &  offered  his  serviclto  L!  7  .    u    '  '"'^  g«««'-o"sly  came  to  me  to 

since;  and  altho'  Ihey  hav    sp    o     aT  he  ven  1'm'  "         ''  '"  '"'  "^^  '^'''^'"">^  «^- 
has  not  been  in  their  power  tofix  .nv  on  ^^  "^"^  "'P^'''^  °'''  ''g^'"^^  him.  yet  it 

their  mercy  when  I  leave         p  ae 7  I  aslTa?;"  T  "™'  ""^  '  '"^^  '^  ^'"  ""'  ^«  ^'^^  to 
great  respect,  Sir,  ^  ^  ^'^  P"'^'^""  ^''  g'^'»g  y«"  this  trouble,  and  am  with 


To  Andrew  Stone  Esq' 
Vol.  VI. 


Your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant 

G.  Clinton. 
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Gove/rnor  Clinton  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[I'-iw-Tork  Tapsn,  Btindle  Og.,  No.  189.  ] 

My  Lords, 

It  is  will]  the  greatest  concern  that  I  must  again  trouble  Your  Lord^P',  with  what  has  already 

been  the  subject  of  my  former  letters ;  but  when  the  papers  which  I  send  along  with  this  shall 

be  considered  (and  which,  I  pray  Your  Lordw  may  be  considered)  I  am  confident.  Your  LordPr* 

will  be  convinced  that  I  have  done  every  thing  in  my  power  to  prevent  your  having  the  trouble 

which  I  am  now  under  a  necessity  of  giving  you.     Therefore,  I  must  observe  to  your  LordrP' 

that  in  the  midst  of  a  most  unreason  ibit;  and  unjustifiable  opposition  I  have  done  every  thing 

in  my  power  for  his  Maj" "  service,  that  after  the  most  scandalous  and  false  reflections  thrown 

on  my  person  and  Administration  by  the  Assembly  of  this  Province,  I  have  several  times 

passed  them  all  ovcc.  and  begun  anew  with  them  in  offering  matters  for  his  Majv  service, 

and   the  interest  ol    nis   People,  as  if  no  such  injuries  had   been   done  to  me,  which  will 

evidently  appear  to  your  LordPP'  from  the  copys  of  the  Messages  I  sent  to  the  Assembly,  and 

their  resolves  and  answers  thereon,   which  have  been   already  transmitted   to   you.     Their 

behaviour  could  not  have  been  justifyed  in  the  way  it  has  been  done,  though  all  the  Facts 

charged   in    the   Representation    had   been    [essentially  true]   whereas   they   are   absolutely 

false,  as  1  hope  from  the  papers  transmitted  to  Your  LordPP*  it  will  appear  to  be  so  beyond 

contradiction.     It  will  likewise  appear,  that  the  opposition  1  have  met  with,  could  proceed  from 

nothing  but  a  most  malicious  spirit  of  wicked  Men,  who  have  had  nothing  less  in  view,  than 

the  overturning  of  the  Constitution  of  his  Mnj'^'  Governf  in  the  Plantations,  by  wresting  his 

Majv  authority  out  of  the  hands  of  his  Officers  and  placing  the  Administration  in  a  popular 

Faction,  and  of  satisfying  at  the  same  time  their  malicious  resentments. 

In  order  to  make  themselves  the  more  popular,  the  Assembly  has  in  a  most  unreasonable 
manner  not  only  refused  to  contribute  according  to  their  ability  in  the  expence  attending  the 
Expedition  intended  ag«  Canada,  but  have  thrown  the  load  of  it  upon  the  Crown,  and  have 
refused  contributing  any  thing  towards  my  retaining  the  Indians  longer  in  their  late  eugagem'^nts 
with  me  against  the  Enemy,  but  are  now  endeavouring  to  throw  that  extraordinary  expence 
likewise  on  the  Crown,  tho'  their  own  preservation  be  immediately  concerned  in  it,  and  I  can 
justly  say,  the  expence  of  the  Colony  in  North  America,  in  proportion  to  their  abilities  is  in  no 
manner  adequate  to  that  which  the  people  of  England  cheerfully  submit  to  in  defence  of  the 
Liberty's  of  Europe. 

Great  numbers  of  People  of  this  Province  are  become  sensible  of  these  things,  and  the 
,,o|>uiav-.ty  of  the  Faction  has  ia  a  good  measure  declined,  and  I  hope  the  necessity  of  securing 
th.^rj:s-l,'es  will  in  sitc-j  them  to  do,  what  may  be  requisite  for  the  defence  of  the  Colony;  yet 
the  saving  of  money,  and  the  ease  of  the  people  is  so  very  prevailing,  that  I  cannot  be  assured 
of  success;  however,  nothing  in  my  power  shall  be  wanting  to  ease  the  Crown  of  every  charge 
I  can,  and  nothing  shall  prevail  upon  me  to  add  to  the  expence  I  have  been  under  the 
necessity  of  putting  the  Crown  to,  but  the  immediate  preservation  of  this  valuable  Colony 
from  becoming  a  prey  to  the  Enemy  by  the  obstinate  humours  of  a  prevalent  Faction. 

As  M'  Horsmanden  one  of  the  Council  has  been  the  principal  Actor  in  the  opposition,  and 
in  forming  the  Faction  against  all  the  Measures,  which  1  have  thought  necessary  (or  his  Maj"' 
service,  I  have  suspended  him  from  his  Maj'^'  Council  and  removed  him  from  the  Offices  of 
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receive  his  Mnjo'.  approbation  •  nnd  I  hp7ll        T  "^  '*'"""'  ""^"t'°"  °'">  vvill 

to  the  place  he  fo  mer  ;  h  d  i  "  he  cl  ::iro;rT"""'  •""""  ^''^^''"'^'^^  '°  ^«  -«'°-^ 

capabieofservingHisM.^.      a  /person" uL  "     Tf  "'  T  "'^"^  "^^"^'^^^  '''  ^-^ 
concur   with   n,;  desire   to  mov7h    1    i       '^^^^^^ 

will  please  also  to  move  for  a  confirm!  '^^;,^'V''PP°'"""*'nt  accordingly,   and  that  you 

satisfyed  he  fnlly  merits    is  AL^  "eseC^^^  "^^--n  being  perfectly 

to  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  '■'''°"'  transmitted  to  Your  LordPP-  and 

suppress  it.  I  an' humb.;  op  n  "n  ^^mt^^  ''T''''  '''  ^'^^"  '°  ^'«  ^^">J'^'«  «-"  to 
Authority;  and  I  believe  it  will  a  e  :  '  "  LorZ  ^^rtT"  "'  ''°^:  '"  "^^^^^  '"«  ^^'"J*" 
transmitted,  that  the  aid  of  Parliament  is  Cmt  nee Is^  v  F  'T'  ""'"  """'  '"""^^'^ 
more  needful  than  a  certain  and  fixed  support  frtheoSs  of  ,  e  "  '".T  T''"^  "^"^ 
of  this,  the  power  of  Factions  in  th^  Pi  .     ^^^'^^^^  °'  ^'"^  Govern',  for,  from  the  want 

support  be  fixed  ,;.r  the  Officers  ori""'"    T     ""  ''"P'''"""  ''''"''''"^'  ^'^  *''  --  « 

to  obtain  any  necessarvrDnW  on  ''^^  "'^'^'"''^'•y  ••"^"""'«t'-''»ti"n,  it  will  not  then  be  so  difficult 

ordinary  sup;r:n::^:r:^.:-^:^::rr':r:,' '  "°^^^"^'^^"  '''^'-  ^'- 

the  lands  equally  rated,  as  it  would  iIm  f    '^       "/,       ^ '"  f^'P"'^  "'  ""  ^"'^  R«"t  upon 

anythatlh^velard  menilned     a'd      am"";     '"'/t'^  "^^  '"'^^'  burthensome  method' of 
of  2|6<.  per  hundred  acre     whichi'«  .  l  "^  '*'''  ''^^  '"'"^^  "°^  ^''^''^'^  (»'  the  rate 

willingly  paid  by  the  plrTt     s    wo    d  i:l:P  "•  """'  '^''  '""'^  "^^  ^"^^"''^^  ^""^  -^^t  is 
4000  pounds  a  year  whi  h        moTe         '  "  ■mmediately  produce  a  fund  of  above 

Governs  and  thfs  Fu^   m  .s   year     itr^rT  ".T  '""'•''  ''  ""  ^"'^"'^'^  ^°^  ^''^  «"PP-t  of 
I  have  transmitted  to  yo^r  LoSpm^  ^  the  continued  improvement  of  new  lanJs 

1747.  likewise  t  e  Act    t^rhte  h 'd       "'"'"  "'''""'""  '"'"  ''  °''^'^^'  ^'^^  '°  ^S'.  Aug: 
had  time  amidst  so  m^^lhr'v  to   oln7.  T""'  T""  '  *;  '"'  ""'  "°"^^'  '"'  ^^  '  '^-^  "«' 

«one  are  of  any  other !!::[  rr:h  z::^:;^:::^^::^  T ''''-' ''  - 

raised  in  this  Province  whh      wt       7  '  '  '"'''''  °'  ^^""^'""^  ^°  ^'^  ^^'^^^  ^'vies 

clogged  with  disrespect  "        "  """""^  ''^  ""  «^^«  °^  ^^^^  to  pass,  tho' 

chis':^:;::::::^!^;;  j:':;:r'v-ir;-"^  ^-^  ^-^--^  the  Mimstry,  he  bemg 
for  the  r'eductio.:':;":::  ";• "  r":*::'  tr'e:':^ s'; '7 t t^'  '--  — ^' 

Johnson   is   indefatigable   in   keeni'^  n     .\      ^  .  '^  '^"'"  "'"'  '^"''' ""d  Colonel 
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they  wanted  nothing  more  than  the  reduction  of  the  French  Country  in  Canada  or  to  that  effect, 
as  they  had  taken  up  the  Hatchet,  and  used  it  against  the  French  and  their  Indians  by  my 
desire.     I  am  with  very  great  lespect — My  Lords. 

Your  LordPP'  most  humble  and 

most  obedient  servant. 
New  York,  27.  Sepf  1747.  G.  Clinton. 


Governor  Clinton^-  Measons  for  suspending  Mr.  Horsmanden. 

[  New-Vork  Fapen,  Gg.,  No.  190.  ] 

Reasons  for  suspending  Daniel  Horsmanden  Esq''^  from  His  Majesty's  Council  of 
the  Province  of  New  York. 

1"  He  (M'  Horsmanden)  has  no  visible  Estate  in  this  Province  or  any  where  else  that  is 
known.  He  left  England  deeply  involved  in  debt,  has  since  contracted  considerable  debts  in 
this  Province,  wh'^'"  remain  unpaid,  and  is  thereby  in  diflicult  circumstances  of  life. 

S*"  A  Faction  has  for  some  time  past  been  formed  in  this  Province  in  order  to  distress  the  Gov' 
in  the  Administration  of  publick  affairs  with  hopes  thereby  to  gain  the  Administration  both  civil 
and  Military  into  their  own  hands,  in  which  M'  Horsmanden  has  been  a  principal  contriver  and 
actor. — For  this  purpose 

y^  The  Faction  by  their  influence  opposed  or  endeavoured  to  curtail  all  the  supplys  granted 
by  the  Assembly  and  necessary  for  the  pubiick  service  ;  They  have  influenced  the  Assembly  to 
put  the  money  raised  by  them  into  the  hands  of  persons  dependent  upon  them,  without  allowing 
the  Gov'  any  power  in  the  distribution  of  it;  which  the  urgency  of  the  publick  service 
obliged  the  Gov'  to  yield  to,  that  a  load  of  e.\peuce,  which  otherwise  must  iiave  fallen  on  the 
Crown,  might  be  prevented. 

4"'  They  have  attempted  to  make  all  the  Officers  of  the  Govern",  both  Civil  and  Military,  by 
their  influence  in  the  Council  and  Assembly,  immediately  dependent  on  them  ;  by  not  only  the 
Asaemblys  assuming  the  nominations  to  Oflicers,  but  likewise  by  their  taking  to  themselves  alone 
without  any  consultation  with  the  Gov',  to  fix  and  determine  the  Salarys  of  the  Oflicers,  and 
of  the  rewards  due  for  any  particular  or  extraordinary  services,  and  more  particularly  in  giving 
to  M'  Horsmanden  sums  of  money  for  extraordinary  services,  without  that  either  he  or  the 
Assembly  acquainted  the  Gov'  with  any  of  the  particulars  of  those  services,  or  previously 
desiring  his  consent  to  such  Reward.  To  all  which  the  Govern^  was  under  a  necessity  of 
submitting,  or  of  suffering  the  Govern'  to  be  without  any  supplys  at  this  critical  and  dangerous 
conjuncture  of  affairs  notwithstanding  that  the  Assembly  thereby  did  as  much  as  in  their 
power,  deprive  his  Maj'^-  of  his  prerogative  of  Judging  of  the  merits  of  his  own  servants, 
and  that  the  Oflicers  of  this  (Jovern'  are  thereby  laid  under  the  hard  temptation  of  rather 
endeavouring  to  please  a  ruling  Faction,  than  to  do  their  duty  to  the  King. 

6.  The  Faction  not  only  in  common  conversation  and  company  have  endeavoured  to  vilify 
and  slander  the  CJovernour's  character  and  reputation  by  false  and  scando'  us  reports;  but 
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likewise  in  the  most  solemn  manner  by  resolves,  Representations  and  Addresses  of  both 
Council  and  Assembly  separately  printed  and  published  by  their  authority,  containing  numerous 
false  malicious  and  scandalous  Reports,  and  aspersions  on  the  Gov' and  his  Administration, 
highly  injurious  and  disrespectful  to  his  character,  with  design  to  withdraw  that  respect  and 
regard  which  is  due  to  His  Majesty's  Governour  from  the  People  of  this  province,  thereby  to 
defeat  and  obstruct  the  measures  he  had  undertaken  for  His  Maj'r"  service,  in  consequence 
whereof,  the  Faction  hoped  to  render  the  Gov'  obnoxious  to  His  Mai'^  and  his  Ministers,  and 
even  to  withdraw  the  Esteem  of  his  private  friends. 

In  order  to  make  their  malicious  designs  more  effectual,  they  in  the  publications  made  by 
authority  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  threw  out  general  malicious  invectives  and  aspersions 
on  those  m  the  Administration,  who  endeavoured  to  vindicate  the  Gov'-  honour  and  character 
without  assigning  any  particular,  to  which  any  answer  can  be  given  in  vindication  of  such 
persons  and  with  design  to  intimidate  others  in  doing  the  like ;  and  though  the  endeavours  of 
the  Faction  have  proved  ineffectual,  these  aspersions  could  be  for  no  other  purpose  than  in 
hopes  to  expose  the  Gov-  friends  to  the  fury  of  a  deluded  and  incensed  Mob.  in  whose  calamity 
they  probably  had  hoped  likewise  to  involve  him  and  which  too  evidently  appears  in  the  last 
address  from  the  Council  printed  by  their  order  in  the  following  words  of  imprication  in 
that  Address  which  are  an  insult  on  Religion  as  w..l  as  on  the  character  of  the  King's 
Representative  as  they  are  sometimes  pleased  to  call  him:  viz'  "And  we  pray  the  God  of 
"heaven  tc  touch  your  Excell'^-  heart  with  compassion  to  the  distressed  inhabitants  of  the 
"City  of  Albany"  ettc. 

Reasoxs,  why  the  OoV  has  not  communicated  to  the  Council  the  reasons  of  his 
suspending  M'  Horsmanden  from  the  Council,  and  for  his  not  giving  him  a 
copy  of  them  as  he  desired  at  the  time  he  was  suspended. 

Though  M'  Horsmanden  has  been  the  principal  contriver  and  Actor  in  the  misdemeanors 
charged  on  him,  yet  it  will  appear  from  the  proofs  of  the  allegations  against  him  that  several 
others  of  the  Council,  have  been  led  into  and  joined  with  him  in  the  same  criminal  practices. 

As  M'  Horsmanden  has  depended  on  the  Gov"  favour  for  his  bread,  by  continuing  him  in 
Olhcesof  profit,  the  insults  made  by  him  are  so  much  the  more  intolerable,  and  the  GoV* 
lorbearing  to  shew  his  resentment,  gives  the  greatest  encouragement  to  others  to  continue  their 
practices,  but  some  of  the  others  being  Men  of  large  Family  interest,  and  having  great  influence 
among  the  People  by  their  numerous  Relations  or  otherwise  the  Gov'  is  desirious  to  reclaim 
them,  If  possible,  by  gentle  methods  least  otherwise  the  Publick  and  necessary  service 
should  suffer. 

It  was  for  these  reasons  that  the  Gov'  while  there  were  continued  expectations,  that  the 
Expedit"  intended  against  Canada,  would  proceed,  and  the  Fleet  was  every  day  expected,  he 
with  patience  forbore  all  resentment,  neither  could  he  call  a  new  Assembly,  while  the  urgency 
of  affairs  might  be  such,  as  to  require  the  immediate  sitting  of  an  Assembly,  for  the  granting  of 
necessary  supplys.  and  now  that  the  Forces  Levied  on  the  expedition  are  to  be  disbanded, 
«t  IS  become  necessary  that  the  Assembly  immediately  go  upon  IJusiness  for  the  security  of 
ti.e  province.  The  Faction  in  the  opposition  are  so  far  disappointed  in  their  endeavours  on  the 
leople  and  on  which  they  placed  their  principal  hopes,  that  they  are  now  every  where  openly 
blamed,  and  there  is  great  reason  to  hope,  that  the  Gov''  patience  may  at  last  have  a  good 
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effect;  but  .f  ,t  should  prove  otherwise,  he  must  go  on  against  some  others;  not  doubting  of 
his  receiving  Ii.s  Maj'^'-  approbation  of  His  Maj'^'-  Ministers,  but  it  may  be  easily  perceived 
that  ,t  can  not  be  in  the  power  of  any  Gov'  of  this  Prov«  eff-ectually  to  crush  Factious  proceedings 
m  It,  which  by  long  continuance  have  gained  such  root  and  strength,  without  some  more 
vigorous  assistance  from  His  Maj'^'-  Ministers,  than  has  been  hitherto  given  ;  especiallv  as  these 
1- actions  from  Republican  and  levelling  principles  are  incouraged  by  the  like,  in  all  the 
neighbouring  Colonies,  but  more  particularly  in  this. 

''-  ^^P^'  ''"'■  (signed).        G.  CrnxoN. 


Governor  Shirley  to  Governor  Clinton. 

I  N«w.YorIc  Papen,  Bundle  Og.,  No.  2M.  ] 


Sir, 


Boston.  24  July  1747. 


As  It  appears  to  me,  by  the  latest  advices  I  have  -eceived  from  Albany,  as  well,  from  what 
.8  contained  in  the  New  York  prints,  that  there  is  the  utmost  danger  of  a  total  defection  of  all 
the  Six  Nations  from  us  to  the  French  interest,  unless  we  do  speedily  and  vigorously  join  with 
them  in  prosecuting  an  Expedition  against  the  French  for  dislodging  them  from  Crown  point,  as 
well  as  from  the  Fort  they  have  built  much  nearer  to  the  English  settlements,  I  have  issued  a 
Proclamat-  for  summoning  every  Member  of  the  General  Court  of  this  Province  to  attend  the 
consultation,  that  will  be  had  on  that  aff^air  upon  the  12">  of  August  next,  and  as  tiie  least  loss  of 

YoT;  F V  fi??  V"'";^  '':  '"T  °'  '^'^  E"^«'-P"«-.  ^^  we  should  engage  in  it,  I  must  intreat 
Your  Excell-  to  have  the  Assembly  of  your  province  sitting  at  or  before  that  time,  and  lay 
before  them  the  danger  there  is  of  all  His  Mnj'.'-  Northern  Colonies,  especially  your  Province 
and  ours  being  soon  depopulated  and  swallowed  up  by  the  Enemy.  unU-ss  we  now  join  with 

vl  11  T'  '^'"'""'  ''"'"^  '"  P"""'"'"^  '"  ^^'"-  "g'^'"^'  ^''«  Knemy.  and  I  must  pray  Vcur 
Lxceli  r  will  g,ve  me  early  advices  of  the  measures.  Your  Govern'  shall  take  in  this  afl'air.  & 
tha  m  the  mean  time  Your  ExcelK.  would  send  a  Message  speedily  to  the  Six  Nations,  that 
Your  Govern-  and  ours,  will  do  all  in  our  power  for  the  prosecution  of  this  design,  and  for  the 
engaging  the  other  English  Govern"  with  us  therein ;  and  I  would  furlher  desire  your  Excell-r 
to  sena  your  circular  letters,  as  soon  as  may  he,  to  this  Govern'  and  the  Govern"  of  New 
Jersey.  Connecticut  Rhode  Island  and  New  Hampshire,  earnestly  recommending  this  affair  to 
them.- 1  am  with  the  greatest  regard -Sir -Your  Excell'^'  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  servant. 

W.  Shirley. 

P.  S.  I  should  be  obliged  to  Your  ExcelK^  if  you  would  send  the  inclosed  by  express  to  the 
Govern'  of  New  Jersey.  *^ 
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Gonfe,'ence  between  Governor  OUnton  and  eorr.e  MoUwha  at  AUany. 

[  New-Tork  Papen,  Bandle  Og.,  No.  208.] 

B^^j,^^^  ^^  ^  '"^^''"g  of  the  Mohawks  with  his  Excell^v  le.  July  1747. 

long  since  that  we  were  affraid  ofZlZ  i,  ^       ^     '     '  ^^^'^  ''"'  ''"«"  «  t*'"«  ^"'i  °«t 

the  doings  of  some'le  peM     as  wc  al     ''"      V,°  ?'  ^"''""'  ^""^  ^'^^^  "^-'-^^  ^y 

Pnt  Brother- We  are  afTraid  you  are  not  in  earnest  for  no  other  reason,  than  that  we  don't 
see  you  do  anything  with  your  army  as  we  expected.  &  wished  for 

n>ucr  ZoTertVlhe"  Fr"'  '^'^'l- '°  7"*^"'  ^''"'  ^^'^'  °"^  «-''--'  "^«  Connjoharees  are 

then,   anS  wt.  th        ^^'""'^^  :^^'''^°'^  '^-'"^  ««rn-tly.  that  you  would  immed  ately  fortify 

l.eni.  and  when  that  .s  done,  they  nor  we  cannot  possible  do  without  a  number  of  Brfsi^Tlen 

("overnour's  Answer. 

are  nil  0'^^  v<t.^  ^        ?        ""'"'""'  "'"''  ^''''  J"'""'  ""  "«"'""'  «'"•  '*'"'•'"'«'••  yo"r  fears 
proceed   br.skly  as  you   have   begun,  aud  you  may  depend  o»  all  the  eucouragemJut  and 
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protection  in  my  power.  I  am  now  come  to  put  our  people  in  as  good  order  as  I  can,  either  to 
receive  or  march  out  against  the  Enemy,  and  as  I  purpose  never  to  deny  you  assistance,  in 
return  I  expect  you  will  be  hearty  to  go  out  with  us  when  called  upon.  I  am  much  concerned 
at  a  loss  of  some  of  your  principal  Men,  and  hope,  by  our  mutual  assistance  we  shall  have 
satisfaction  for  them,  before  we  bury  the  Hatchet.  Our  Brethren  the  Conajoharees,  you  say 
are  exposed,  I  have  given  orders  to  Coll:  Johnson  to  fortify  their  castle  as  soon  as  possible,  I 
shall  order  a  sufficient  number  of  Men  for  their  defence,  which  may  convince  you  and  all  our 
Friends  and  Allies,  that  I  am  in  earnest,  and  you  may  be  assured,  your  safety  shall  be  my 
particular  study— Brethren,  my  resolution  is  steadfast,  and  am  now  bringing  my  people  to  be 
ready  to  join  yours,  and  act  as  one  body,  and  expect  you  will  use  your  endeavours  to  the  same 
effect  among  your  people  of  whatever  Nation,  that  we  may  live  and  die  together.  I  most 
earnestly  recommend  to  you  not  to  listen  to  any  Reports,  or  any  thing  said  to  you,  beside  what 
you  hear  from  Coll:  Johnson,  who,  you  may  depend  shall  repeat  to  you  all  the  intelligeace  T 
can  give  him,  in  return  I  expect  you  will  make  report  to  him  of  every  thing  you  hear,  as  well 
what  relates  to  your  own  affiiirs,  as  concerning  the  Enemy  and  their  Motions,  that  he  may 
inform  me.     Thus  it  is  to  live  and  act  like  Brothers,  and  convince  the  world,  we  are  inseparable. 

Brother.  As  to  your  desiring  us  to  listen  to  our  good  Friend  Coll :  Johnson,  we  are  very 
much  obliged  to  you  for  it,  and  in  answer  thereto  must  tell  you,  that  for  these  twelve  months 
past  and  better,  we  have  minded  nor  listened  to  nobody  else,  neither  do  we  intend  it  and 
Brother,  you  may  depend  upon  it,  that  whatever  news  we  have  among  us,  shall  be  immediately 
brought  to  him  in  order  that  he  may  acquaint  you  of  it,  and  in  return  we  expect,  you  will  do 
the  same  as  you  have  done  this  year  past,  and  then  the  world  shall  be  convinced,  that  we  are 
one  body  and  inseparable 

The  above  was  a  private  conference  with  about  thirty  of  the  Chief  Warriours  when  last 
at  Albany. 

G.  Clinton. 


^  ■«  »  ■■  > 


Governor  Shirley  to  Governor  Clinton. 

t  New-Tork  Papers,  Bundta  Og.,  No.  204.  ] 

(First  letter)     Boston  16.  Aug:  1747. 


Sir, 

Yesterday  about  noon  I  received  Your  Excell'-'''  express  in  which  I  had  a  large  packet  from 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle.  I  have  nly  time  to  inform  Your  Excell'''  that  the  expedition  against 
Canada  is  laid  aside  at  present,  the  reasons  of  which  are  contained  at  large  in  the  Duke  of 
Newcastles  letter  to  me,  an  extract  of  which  I  will  send  you  as  soon  as  possible,  that  the 
consideration  of  disbai'ding  the  Forces  raised  for  it  is  referred  to  M'  Knowles  and  myself,  and 
we  are  ordered  to  consult  with  the  several  Gov"  as  to  the  manner  of  doing  it;  that  M'  Knowles 
and  I  are  to  do  every  thing  necessary  for  the  settlement  of  Nova  Scotia  forthwith  for  the 
protection  of  that  and  Louishourg,  and  to  make  use  of  what  part  of  the  American  Levies  we 
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Point  must  be  carried  on  ^  Sollr     n  Z  "'"'^7'^^ 

Levies  that  shall  not  be  retailffo  2  Lvi  J'Vi  f  ''°'°"'"'  ''''  "'^^^^^^  P"^  "^  '^^^ 
discharged,  as  soon  as  M'  Knowles  a^d  17.'  ..  T  "'  ''"^^  ^^"''•'»'  ^^«  ^^^^^^  ^o  be 

above  mentioned  service,  and  the  Inner  ofd  ''"T-""'','"'''''  "umber  is  necessary  for  the 
Governours.  This  inde  d  I  ilg™  d  I  ;  fotl  ''  u^'  .'^'"^^"  "«  ^"^  "'^  -^f-^'- 
pressed  so  much  for  the  ExpedS'"  proceedfnlf  ^  ""  "'^  '''''  ""'^  "^«  ^''^  ^--"  ' 

would  be  of  opinion,  that 'the      d:crF'orF^^^^^^^^^^ 

Colonies,  without  any  assistance  from  hor^.  ""^  °'«^'  '°  ''^  undertaken  by  the 

However,  I  impart  this  to  your  Excell<=y  nnw  ?«  «,     kj 

fn  our  i».ere«i  I  ».md  not  have  tZlLT'l,'  °™™''"*  ""  '""''''°'  "f  "»  Six  N»,i„„, 

of  ho.,ili.,  again,,  u,,  'French  brany  peroa"    i  11;"    "?'"."'  ""^  """  '"^"eed  in  act, 
direction.,  and  hia  Uncle  Sir  Peter  W,^re„,„lh  °     "'  '"'  °""  "°''"  ^•""-  Excell." 

Newcaatie  have.  ,  heiieve.  been  .'h!!:::     i:  Z  7j'Z\T  '"f  "^  '°  ""  °"^'  "^ 

.^en.,  and  ror  n.y  „„n  par. .  ...o;rhi\'t:d":r :,;:i:;.rc:,,:rhC.  '-•"""'  ^" 

Sir— I  am  with  great  respect 

Your  Excell'y''  ettc. 

W.  Shirley. 


■  i«  »  II  » 
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Governor  Shh-ley  to  Governor  Clinton. 

,  .,  C''«''-^'"kP»P«".  Bundle  Og.,  No.  SM.] 

(second  letter)  ».       «.j 

Sir,  Boston  31.  Aug:  1747. 

i~:i;h:sr^S!w::r;r^^^    '^"'"'"  -^-"--^  ^"«  «--- 

i.ope  in  the  mean  .i.ne.  th  t   t       y      ^Te  ,  :  "^r  Y      T"',,""'  ^"^'""^  '°  '""^^«-'  ^^' 
Commiss"  at  the  Congress.     Nothi  I  1 11  "''"    '"  ''•«'"'"""i<^»'«  then,  to  the 

what  Your  Excell^rhas  so  I    nnilv  n    f  ,       "T"^  ""  '">' P'""'  '°  -«i«t  i„  complea.ing 

considerable  progre!':::;.';  t       Zn  7:     Z  T""''''  ""-•-"'«-  -'"«  «  ^ - 

has  „  most  extraor.li,.ary  interest  wtirV        ^        "':'»ag^-ment  of  Coll:  Johnson  who 
conlinually  improves.  '''"""'  ""*^  ^^'"^''  '"^  surprisingly  cultivates  and 

I  am  —  Sir  — with  the  greatest  esteem 

^  our  Exeell--'-  most  obedient 
humble  servant. 
Vol.  VI.  ^g  W™  SninLKv— 


'■  < 


■> '.Id 


Iff 
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Culonel  Johnson  to  Gtrvernar  Clinton. 

t  Nuw-Tork  Fapen,  Bundle  Og.,  No.  206.  ] 

(Copy) 
Sir, 

I  have  now  got  done  with  the  Oghguago  Indians,  and  shall  acquaint  Your  Excell'>  what  I 
have  done  with  them.     1  prevailed  with  half  of  them  to  go  immediately  against  the  Enemy, 
the  other  part  are  gone  home  to  acquaint  two  other  Castles,  who  are  in  Alliance  with  them  of 
what  I  now  proposed  to  them,  which  was  to  fall  upon  the  Enemy  without  delay,  as  all  the  rest 
of  their  Brethren  have  already  done.     They  promised  me  faithfully  they  will  be  back   here 
with  me  again  in  less  than  a  Month  with  a  strong  party.     I  imagined  at  first,  they  came  only  with 
an  mtent  to  go  a  fighting,  but  they  came  only  to  see  what  readiness  we  were  in,  and  to  use 
the   thmg  by  throwing   three   large   strings  of  Wampum,  desiring,  we  would   not  give  up 
before  we  had  full  satisfaction  of  the  French,  and  that  they  were,  and  would  be  ready  at  the 
first  call.     ]  have  a  parcel  of  Oneyda  Sachims  ettc,  who  are  come  down  to  acquaint  me  of 
the  death  of  one  of  their  Chiefs,  who  died  going  home  from  my  house  by  the  way.     He  had 
a  large  Belt  of  Wampum  of  me,  desiring  all  the  Young  Warriours,  who  were  inclined  to  go  to 
war  against  the  French,  to  come  to  me,  and  those  who  were  not,  to  keep  home,  and  take  care 
of  their  Castles,  and  not  to  go  against  the  Flatheads,  where  1  found  they  were  inclined  to  go. 
He  dying  ere  he  got  home,  hindred  that  being  done,  so  these  Sachims  brought  me  said  Belt 
again,  whereupon  I  was  obliged  to  deliver  said  iMes.sage  to  those  here  now,  insisting  strongly 
on  their  stopping  all  them  who  were  inclined  to  go  jigainst  the  Flatheads,  which  they  promised 
me  they  will  do  effectually.     I  was  first  obliged  to  condole  the  death  of  thut  Sachem,  ere  they 
could  be  spoken  with,  which  I  have  done  to  satisfaction  ;  there  was  also  some  of  every  Nation 
here,  so  that  I  called  a  general  meeting,  and  told  them  over,  ( in  the  presence  of  Hendrick  & 
the  Mohawks)  all  that  Your  Excell^''  had  said  to  these  two  Castles,  and  gave  them  the  Belts  to 
carry  along,  and  send  among  all  the  Nations.     I  assure  Your  Excell'T  ]  have  done  a  great  deal 
of  service  since  I  came  home,  having  cleared  up  several  points  to  them  which  has  made  all 
very  easy,  but  chiefly  ab'  our  not  destroying  Crown  Point,  thereby  to  open  a  passage  for  them 
to  Canada,  which  if  done  they  say  positively  they  would  not  leave  a  soul  in  Canada,  but  they 
would  drive  into  Quebec  and  Montreal  with  very  little  of  our  assistance.     I  sent  them  home 
exceedingly  well  pleased,  which  is  more  than  I  expected  could  he  done  as  affiiirs  stand  at  present 
I  assure  Your  Excell'''  that  they  all  promise  very  well,  and  say  they  (ear  the  failure  will  be  on  our 
side,  for  they  are  of  opinion  there  will  come  more  Warriours  than  we  can  supply  or  (it  out;  but 
I  hope  that  will  not  be  the  case,  if  it  is,  then  the  Country  was  ruined- By  all  accounts',  the 
French  to  the  Westward  of  Oswego,  are  in  a  miserable  condition,  being  hemmed  in  on  every 
side  by  the  Chenondadeys  and  Ottawawees,  who  cut  off  all  communication  between  them 
and  Canada,  and  have  sent  word  that  they  arc  ready  at  a  call  of  the  Five  Nations,  to  come  and 
join  them.     They  also  say  they  intend  to  destroy  Niagara  provided  we  supply  them  with  some 
arms,  amunition  ettc.  which  being  an  alliiir  of  great  con.sequence,  I  hope  it  may  be  considered 
o( ;  the  best  way  would  be  to  send  these  things  from  I'hiladelphia,  being  the  nearest  way  and 
safest,  (or  I  f.-ar  there  will  be  no  getting  any  thing  up  this  lliver  to  Oswego  any  more  (since 
they  have  begun  Scalping  on  this  Itiver)  I  have  sent  out  one  party  of  21.  Men  three  days  ago. 
and  now  have  two  partys  more  ready  to  set  out  this  day  all  of  the  Five  Nations ;   I  expect  the 


\ 


LONDON  DOCUMENTS :    XXVIII. 


Nations  hearty  i„  our'interest.  i    I'n  :  ri"''''  "7  '""''.'^  ^"^  ^^  ''-«  ^"'^e  Six 

Indian  Warriours  into  the  field  in  six  week  ne  "  Tf,T'  '  "'"  ^"^^^*^  '^  ''""S  1«00 
for  then,  or  forfeit  1000  pounds.  wil,  Y  ^  E;^^  '  n  "?  '"''""^'  ^™^  ^"^  ^•""'"^'- 
up,  also  2  pieces  of  Blue  Camblet  n.,!  red  Sh^  1  '"       "''''''■  '^"'"^  ^•^'•'""'°"  ^o  be  sent 

t..  Breast.  12  Castor  Hats.  al.  :u:::  ::l^:^::'^^-::'  '-  -'-  ^-  «"ver  n^edals  for 

I  am,  Your  Excell^>»  most  obedient 

humble  servant. 

W.  Johnson. 


Colonel  Johnson  to  Governor  Clinton. 

I  New-Vork  Papcre,  Uundlo  Og.,  No.  806.] 


Sir. 


4  Aug.  1747. 


It  is  with  much  dimcultv  I  can  epf  tim„  f«  ^ 
outhouses  continually  (ull  of  hHlia.fsof  "  I,  "    v  T"       T""'  ""''"'^  "^''  ''"'^^  '-^"^  ^"  "^^ 
is  not  a  day  I  can  assure  your      x^e  i      I        ,  f', '1  "'"'  "'  ''''  ^"  ''""'  ^^'"'  "'-« 

Counciltohearwhattheyhrto.vndli  "";,'''  '°  "'  '"'^  "^  ^''^  '^°"^«  ■"  '^eir 
I  can  say  my  endeavours  are  no  17;.  .TV  T'"  '"  ''"^  P""''  ^"^  "'^  ««^'«''-'-"  '«• 
«ide.  having  daily  assurance  otiJr.riol,  '"^^"^^^  ^"'  ^^  -  failure  or  delay  on  their 
Six  Nations  have  by  n,v  so  ich.tin  «"achments.     The  best  and  most  trusty  of  the 

constant  invitations. L7Bw:::;;:f;'T'-''  "'""  '"  '"^^■■^"  ^■^>''"-'  ^^  ^^  "'7 
also,  and  now  I  find  them  r  ,y  at  ^  '  T^7  '"•'"""^  ''''''  '^^^^^'  ^'^^  ^-^^^4 
meeting  to  sent  for;  which  is  do.  e  .c  '  d  ,  ^  A  ^""'^'"'''^  ^^^^  '  P^-ailed  at  the  last 
will  be  requisite  that  Your  Kx      1^;;       I'^'i    t"'  '  "T  "^P"'  ''""^"^  "P^"  ^^'^  C^"'  '' 

reception  &  fitting  out.  for  they  expmbs'T  "^r^"  ""'^^  ''^  '"""'''^'y  '«^  ^'^'^'^ 
Vour  KxcelK.  n.av  be  sensible    It  J  ,        .  7V  Z'^/"'  "'  ^'^'"^  ^'''^"-  '^-'^ez-vous. 

supply  for  the  mJ„,bers  that  m  be  x  e  t  d"  ^  ^  ""'  """  '"  '""'  "'  '"^  ^'^^^ 
encouragement  for  these  I,  1i  ns  i    „  ,  v  .  "      "     ""''  '"  ^""^'^'^  «"  ^"^'  "'^'-"'  <^»« 

which  may  attect  the  whole  continl  ^^  """""""  "  ''""  "^  ^'^'''^  disappointment. 

Ottrawana  the  irreat  Cuvnw..  i,,,!-  j      . 

Alhany  with  your':xc  I^Xn  :;;':  ^^"t"'  "^''^^  ^'^'"'"^  ^'^^^  '^^^^  --  "t 
fbrn.al  manner  by  Belts  o  Wul  ht  the  "  T'"'  "'  "'^  "--' ^'"t  in  the  most 
were  resolved  to  destroy  N'iar  1'  ,  J'"  '''''''!.  ''='"""«'  ^'^^  ^''«  Chcnondedeys  ettc 
tl.ey  are  sensible  they  have  leri   V        V;"  ""T  """'  '"  "^"^  "">''''  Oswego,  where 
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am  rather  of  opinion,  that  a  proper  Number  of  the  Kings  troops  against  it  in  conjunction  with 
the  Indians  who  are  so  hearty,  would  maiie  it  more  practicable,  besides  it  seems  to  me,  there 
would  be  a  necessity  of  keeping  large  garrisons  both,  there  and  at  Oswego,  for  the  French 
would  not  quietly  brook  the  loss  of  it,  being  of  the  greatest  consequence,  next  to  the  reduction 
of  the  whole  Country. 

I  shall  send  and  speak  to  the  Six  Nations  in  as  private  a  manner  as  I  can,  to  know  their 
ilisposition  relating  to  our  making  such  an  attempt,  and  shall  acquaint  your  Excell'^''  as  soon  as 
.  am  informed. — 

I  am  resolved  to  send  M' Visgher  one  of  my  Lieutenants  immediately  to  Oswego  with  a  cargo 
of  goods,  Arms,  ammunition  ettc.  for  the  use  of  the  foreign  Indians  and  the  Six  Nations,  who 
chuse  to  go  against  the  Enemy  from  thence.  I  have  sent  Your  Excell''  the  Indians  speech 
and  my  answer  to  it,  likewise  their  reply  to  that,  which  may  convince  all  people,  that  what 
has  been  inserted  in  the  News  papers  of  their  desire  &  making  a  peace  with  the  French  is  a 
villanous  Libell,  for  I  am  certain  the  Indians  had  no  such  thought  neither  did  they,  nor  do 
they  design  any  such  thing;  their  resentment  against  the  French  ettc  being  higher  than  ever. 
Last  week  I  sent  out  three  partys  of  Indians  of  the  six  Nations;  two  of  them  I  have  sent  to 
Canada,  and  one  of  them  consisting  of  1?  Men  to  Crown  Point,  they  are  all  firmly  resolved  to 
attack  and  destroy  whatever  they  meet  of  the  Enemy  either  French  or  Indians— I  am  — ettc. 

W""  Johnson. 


■  »»■■» 


Colonel  Johnson  to  Governor  Clinton. 

[  Ntw-York  Papers,  Bnndle  Gg ,  No.  205.] 


Sir, 


14  Aug:  1747. 


This  is  to  let  you  know,  that  si^ice  my  last  I  have  sent  Lieut*  Visgher  to  Oswego,  with  a 
cargo  of  goods,  Arms,  and  amuridon  for  the  use  of  the  Foreign  Nations  ettc;  as  your  Excell'^ 
will  see  by  the  order  to  hin^  -.closed,  which  I  hope  will  be  of  great  service.  I  had  an  account 
on  Tuesday  by  an  Indian   .  express,  that  there  was  a  great  number  of  Senecas  and 

several  Flatheads  by  the  wr..  -...se  with  several  Belts  of  Wampum,  one  of  which  he 

says  IS  as  large  as  the  War  Beh  ell^r  gave  the  six  Nations  l.st  summer ;  such  a  Belt 

must  import  a  great  deal  of  new.  expect  them  here  in  two  days,  and  am  making  every 
thing  ready  for  their  reception,  as  soon  as  they  have  done  telling  all  their  news,  I  shall 
immediately  let  Your  Excell-^y  know  the  purport  of  it.  I  hope  Your  ExcelK^  in  Council  will 
consider  what  a  loss  I  sustain  by  supplying  Oswego  at  this  dangerous  time,  being  obliged  to 
give  double  the  money  now  to  the  Men  as  usually  paid  (since  that  murder  was  committed  at 
Burnets  Field  >)  which  is  the  Road  to  Oswego.  1  could  -.  .  ^et  a  Man  to  go  with  the  provisions 
for  any  money,  therefore  have  been  obliged  to  get  some  In.lians  lately  at  an  extraordinary  price 
to  carry  some  Battoes  there,  but  now  can  get  no  more  of  either  kind  to  go  there  without  a 
good  guard.  It  being  really  to  dangerous,  wherefore  1  hope  Your  Excell^^  in  Council  will 
consider  of  it. 

'  Now  Herkimer,  Herkimer  county,  N.  Y.  —  Ed. 


\ 
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therein;  so  enclose  a  memorandum  or^hT^ZTZ  '77  T  ^°"  ""^"''^  ^^  »'  «  '°«« 
leave  to  Your  ExcelK     I  am  quite  out^f  ll  T  "'  '^'  ''''''''  ^''«  '3»'''"^'^y«  I 

call  for  shirts  than  any  other  thing!    I  am.  '  ""'  ''""^  °"^  P'^^«  '•^^^'  ^'-'«  ^eing  more 

Sir— Your  Exceli'^J"  ettc. 

W.   JoHKSON. 


-♦»♦.♦-, 


Colonel  Johnson  to  Governor  Clinton. 

I  New-Tork  P»per.,  Bundle  On.,  No.  206.  ] 


Sir. 


19  Aug:  1747. 


I  am  just  honoured  with  Your  ExcpIIcy*  of  aik„  i 

Coll-  Roberts  and  Marshall  of  my  dlfJn  and  H  ^Ik"  "  ^  ''""  "°"  ''""'  ''°""  *"  «^^-'"t 
my  parties  of  Indians'returned  ffom  r!o'  P  T  ^"''  ''^^^'^^^"^•^ '  'he  affair  is  this:  one  of 
French  and  but  abou  40  Ind  nsTounlThe  f'T^.  '  ^?'r^*  "'""  ''''  '^"'"'^  -«  ^^^  f- 
use,  which  is  all  that  has  been  dl.T  ^°^' j^r'"^  ^uilt  of  loggs  six  little  houses  foMhat 

Sacrament,  where  theyty  fwo  dTys  isXf  the  7  ""  'T  '[  '''  ^"^^^  '''"'  ^°  ^"^« 
and  six  hundred  men  encamped  unon  an  M     '!''^'''"'l'  ^''°'"  ^''^^  ««'-P"te  between  five 

amongus.whoseldomf:iro7donrs  Jsc     7 1^^^^^^^^^  "^'  '^'^^  ""'  '""''^  P'^^''^« 

kill  abundance  of  our  people   burn  and  J  7         n     5  "^  Prevented,  will,  I  fear  ere  long 

ruin  the  people,  to  present' t^Vam  dJSi:  d ti^h  tl''""^^  T'  ^1''  ^""  ^"''-'^ 
Indians)  to  march  against  them  with  rontToo  T  H  ^^''^'^''  ^^"^'•«'  ^PP^obation  of  all  the 
are  Volunteers,  if  I  can  bu  h  "  the  n  nn,  ^"f  ■^";"''"'^  ''  ".any  Christians  most  of  whom 
Excell-  a  good  account  of  tLrr  1  "PP"'"^""'^^  '^  '"^^I'-'g  "'-m.  dont  doubt  giving  Your 
eager  for  acti  n  ,  ew  'HLh  '""V  •'^" '" '^'^"  ^"'^''«  -''  "^  '"'i-s  quite 
lnl.ns,  being  ehiet^rirdeseit^vm^ls";  "?  7---^-"  nevertheless  satisfye'the 
of  Men  in  quest  of  them      Ano X'r  aJ      ,  71     "  '"""'^  ""^'''  '"  '"^  ''^'^^  '  ""'"'-r 

Nations  a  better  opin    ^of  us  t.n  t  ev     ?7  '       71  '"'^''  '"'"  ^'"^^  ''^  e''^""^  '^^  ^ix 

to  join  us  ngainst^iagara.lZld':eh"a't      g^^seT  :t';  "t:;"  """-^-"^ -«"^«  '-" 
Oltawawees  ettc  now  at  my  house   oq  of  wlZl    n     V  ^ ''«'•««'•«  a  great  many  Seneca., 

tl>ing.     They  bring  me  verv.lZe  ll  "^'""''V  ^^       ^°  '"'^  '"''•  ^'"'^''  '  '•*'^-'^«"  ^  «"« 
Belts  of  VVampum  to  .he  six  Tt  1    d  '  ''7"^"  '^"'°'"'  "'"  '"-^^^  ^"^  «-  '-g« 

should  be  done  very  shortr  ^;      "' i^a'T'  T    ""7 '°  ^^-^roy  Niagara,  and   that  It 
them  to  come  to  thefr  ass     ai,"  h        et T        V   ",!  '^^  "'  ""'"'""^  '"^^'•''  "°^^  ^"^  f- 

they  have  done  speaking    we^;  my  ^     i:?;"      """'  "r'"  "'''"*'  ""'"^'  ^«  -""  ^ 
Excell.  will  not  let  the  '.dians    e^^glec    7or  s Tg  ted'^r  "''  "'""•     '  '^""^  ^""^ 

ready  to  serve  us  should  we  eo  on  wf,!!      m     ^  ^      ""^  "''''""^'  "'  ""'3'  "'"■'^  "«w  «« 

Sir.  Your  Excell^..  ^  '"^  "''"«  "  ^''"''^  ^'"^^^'^^  •^"^«»^"S«  them.     I  am- 

most  obedient  liumble  servant 

VV.  Johnson. 


<  i"', 
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Colonel  Joltnson  to  Governor  Clinton, 

[  New- Vork  Papers,  Bundle  Og.,  No.  206.  ] 


Sir 


28  August  1747. 


This  is  to  acquaint  Your  Excell'y  tlint  I  am  just  setting  off  this  instant  for  Lake  Sacrament 
witii  400  Ciiristians  mostly  Volunteers  and  about  as  many  Indians  here  present,  besides  vast 
numbers  by  the  Road,  who  were  met  yesterday,  by  one  of  my  people;  he  says,  for  about  12 
miles  the  Road  was  full  of  them,  they  one  and  all  come  with  the  greatest  speed  upon  a  call 
given  to  some  of  the  Six  Nations,  that  there  was  a  number  of  the  Enemy  approaching  near  us; 
they  have  also  as  they  tell  me  called  all  the  Foreign  Indians  even  Conastogy  &  Susquehanas, 
whom  they  e.xpect  every  day ;  upon  which  I  left  some  peenle  at  home  to  fit  them  out  with 
what  necessarys  they  want,  and  send  them  after  me ;  if  we  can  but  meet  this  army  as  they 
call  it  which  is  very  likely,  I  hope  to  give  your  Excell'^  a  good  a  count  of  them.  The  Indians 
being  all  in  great  earnest  as  is  plain  by  their  traveling  night  and  day  to  get  hither;  what  will 
be  done  with  them  all  after  my  return,  which  will  be  in  about  12  days  at  furthest,  I  can't  tell, 
having  nothing  left  of  any  consequence  for  them,  what  would  be  worse,  to  let  such  a  parcel  of 
fine  stout  Fellows  go  back  again  without  employing  them  further,  wherefore  I  hope  Your 
Excell'J'  Council  and  Assembly  will  consider  of  it  seriously  before  I  return,  otherwise,  I  must 
as,sure  Your  Excell-^^'  there  will  be  no  living  for  me,  or  any  one  else  in  this  part  of  the 
world,  which  perhaps  the  Gentlemen  in  that  part  of  the  Country  may  be  easy  at,  as  it  seems 
to  all  people  here  they  are,  by  their  backwardness,  which,  doubt  not  will  be  the  entire  ruin 
of  the  Country. 

I  am  with  great  haste  — Sir,  Your  Excell'" 

most  obedient  humble  servant 

W.  J0HN.S0N 


-♦->■  ♦  ■  ■  » 


Speech  of  the  Indians  to  Governor  Clinton. 

[  Now- York  Papera,  Bundle  Gg ,  No.  207.  ] 

Memorandum  of  the    Cayugas,  Ottrowanees  head  of  the  Onondages  and  Flat 
nose's  .speech  to  his  Excell*--'  on  the  17.  day  of  July  1747  at  Albany. 
As  they  told  his  Excell'^^ 

1".  They  are  sensible  that  His  E.xcell-^^  our  CoV.  and  also  the  GoV  of  Boston,  have  tryed  at 
two  several  times  to  bring  the  Cocknewagas  from  the  French  interest  into  our  alliance,  under 
the  Five  Nalio.,s,  from  whence  they  are  originally  proceeded,  the  reason  therefore  of  some 
of  them  going  to  Canada,  is  to  make  a  third  tryal  themselves,  if  they  can  by  any  means 
bring  them  over  to  the  British  Interest,  and  say  if  they  can  by  no  means  perswade  them  to 
return,  they  shall  make  no  more  tryals,  but  shall  re.  koa  them  (as  they  do  the  French) 
inveterate  Enemies  of  the  British  Nation. 

S""'.'  That  at  a  Battle  with  the  Flatlieuds,  they  lo.st  four  of  their  best  fighters,  and  had  news 
that  the  !■  iatheads  were  coming  upon  them,  in  three  parties,  of  which  they  are  fearful,  one  of 
the  parti.-s  havinir  donn  whni  thev  came  out  for,  but  have  no  new«  of  the  other  two, 


%»■■'-'■■ 
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Battow  with  nine  FrenchLn  and  landed  near  tl  '1  ."  '  '"^  ''"*''  """  •'"'"^  « 
Younondadya.  called  a  Council  of  al   ulfw"  '  '''^'"'  ''''^  ''"^  '^'"^'"''  "  ^'"'i»»  called 

Nations  had  taken  up  th  A  aga  1  he  FrelTr"'  """' r?''  ''""  ''''  "^"^^  '•^''''  ^"^  «- 
the  Axe.  but  desired  to  use  thei  ^n  welon  w  "  rw"''  ''' ^''  ''''  ''''  ''''  ""'  ^^^- 
then  present.  Then  they  immediately  kilfedei.tHT  !T'^  ^^  '^''  ''''  '^  '^'  N«t'°"« 
they  have  resolved  to  return  in  t  e  ph  e  of  f  ^^  i"  .  «'- Conimander  prisoner,  whom 
killed  two  years  ago  by  the  Fren  h  i        «  ie  f  f .'  '""   ''l'i>aHeIpl.ia,  which  was 

where  his  Excell^.  our  Gov'  had  hu„.  over  Hw'""!""'^  '^''  ''''''  '^'^y  ''^'^^'^^  '«  «end 
bring  them  down,  had  los  his  wife. "ticnVLTr^t'  '"'  *'"'  '''  '"'^'^"  "PP"'"''"'^  '« 
resolved  to  send  them  to  where  t  e  Wa    ke    !  h  '     ^^  '""'  "°'  ^'^  '^°'"^'  ^"^  ^l^^^  «^« 

give  the  Broth  a  good  relish  to^^e^^^in^;:  ^  :;^:::;;;;;t^  "^^0^"'^^  ^""'^  "" 

par:r^::::r;r^rr::i  ™^:r^-;  -^^'^  ^  -^^  p^eketonetters. 

Yaugree.  there  being  Indians  prese,  t  who  tw  wll  H  '^'  '"'^  P'^'  ''  '''""  ^^'^  'P^^^'^  "^ 
the  door  on  them,  which  made'the  d^  s  sZdous"  7  ""r  u  ''''  '''  '•^"'^"'  ''^y  '^'^^'^ 
French,  stood  and  listened  at  the  d  nd        nd   t'hat  T     .    r"  ''^"  '""''"  '^"^  "»^-«tood 

destroy  the  Five  Nations,  particularly  the  ctyo'gt  '  "  ""  ''^'°"'  ^°"^'"'""S  ^« 

Ji;::  ^:::t'r^:i:^r  r  ::^"^:t  ^^r  ^^  r  ^^  ^^^  ^-^  ^^  ^-■^- 

for  that  reason  they  have  resolved  to  make  it  cleaT  ''     ^''  '''  ''''''  '°"'  ^"^  ^^'^'^^^  -^ 

ha"    •gJtg^:!!';:;^::,^::--^^  and   Ockneharus.  who 

68       ui  dii  me  Aations,  these  people  are  1500  or  2000. 


Petition  of  Inhabitant,  of  Coxhauhee,  Cmcnty  of  Albany. 


[  New-York  I'apen,  Bandlo  Og.,  No.  211.  ] 


Sir. 


14.  July  1747, 


As  by  all  your  actions  since  the  Commencement  of  the  nrP,P..t  w 
and  convinced,  that  you  have  not  only  the  Interest  but  !  ^  T  )  '  "''  ""'''  ^'^"  '^'''^y'^ 
Country  entirely  at  heart.  We  O.erefor  bel  ,1^^ '^^^^^^^^  ^"''^  ""'  ^'"'*''  "'"  ^'"^  l'-P'«  o^^our 
«peak  in  our  behalf  to  his  Excell^.  IcW  ,  cl  T  '"  ""'  ^"'  "'"  ''^  -^^  S^''  -"^ 
greatest  regard)  That  his  Excello  w  d  be^n  iouslv  nl  "  T  '"  '""'  ^"^  "'^""'  "'^  "-«  ^I- 
residing  in  our  own  Ward.     We  take      e    ib    "     «  ^     l"       ?  "''""'  "  ^'"""  ''^^^'-'''"« 

-"'----- -«^ommend  two::.;::;n:::t::i;:;:;::-,^^^^^ 

<$•&  Niagara. 


it 
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recommend  which  you  please,  any  of  them  will  be  agreable  to  us,  and  we  are  ready  for  ever 
to  do  our  duty,  and  to  obey  His  Exceil'^>»  Commands  on  ail  occasions,  under  whose  Govern'  we 
enjoy  ail  the  happiness  we  can  expect  in  this  troublesome  and  Barbarous  War,  and  that  we 
shall  ever  acknowledge  this  singular  Favour,  which  if  his  Excell"^''  will  please  to  grant  will 
make  our  whole  company  satisfied  and  contented. — 


Abraham  van  Franckein 
Caspar  Coyler, 
JoAciM  Cavler 
Claus  Sevebse 
Lindert  Comvnb 
Jan  Brenck  Jun' 
Peir  Hoghteling 
Isaac  Cayler 
Jan  Brenck 
Peter  Co.nyne 
John  P.  Bronck. 
Jan  Casper  Halsnbeck 
W™  Halenbeeck 
Abraham  Vosburgh 
Johannes  Arnyock 
Richard  Martin 
Claus  Spoor, 
Johannes  van  Len 


Archibald  Hopkins 
Hendrick  Hooghtelingh 
Hendrick  van  Slyck 
Gerret  van  Slyck 
Tunis  Hooghtelingh 
Hendrick  van  den  Berck, 
Nannixg  Halenbeek 
Jacob  Jo'  Halenbeek 
Jenas  Bronk. 
Mathias  Vanderberck, 
Philip  Comyne 
Phillip  Brank  Jun' 
Hughbertus  van  Veghtkn 
Claus  Pare 
Isaac  Pare 
Jacob  C.  Halenbeeck 
Ephraim  Hoes 
Claus  van  Sloen 


Jan  Halenbeck 
Johannes  Provast 
Abraham  Provast 
Samuel  Provast 
Jacob  Provast 
Isaac  Provast 
Johannes  Spoor 
Jurie  van  Len 
Robert  Laterige 
John  T.  Bronck 
William  van  Slyck 
Pier  van  Slyck 
Jan  van  den  Berck 
Robert  van  den  Berck 
Jacob  Halenbeek 
Hendrich  Halenbeek 
Arent  van  Schaak  Jun' 


^  n  ♦  ■•»- 


Census  of  the  Province  of  New -York,  1746. 

[New-York  Papers,  Bundle  Gg.,  No.  S14.  ] 

An  account  of  the  number  of  Inhabitants  of  the  Province  of  New  York  taken  4. 
June  1746.  by  order  of  His  Excellency  Governour  Clinton. 


City  <fc  County  ot  N.  Y. 
Kin(;8  Couiity 


"S    1        E 
^-    i     S-- 

=-^  ;   »  ^ 


II 


■§ar 


'l\\~i       2(IH7         149  j  2(1)3      2H97 

380  I     43fi  I       71   I     3fi6        4tl.l  i    

Alhui.v  County    not  possible  to  lienumbercd  on  Mc<''t  of  the  t'nemv 

QueensCounty   I946      igaa        233      2077       1914  | 

DuIcIr's*  ('(ninty 2200 

Sutfulk  County iss7 

Uieliniomi  County 44,5 

Oiani?.'  Ciiui:ty fimi 

Weslclicsltr  County   24:^5 

L" later  County I(i22 


2056 
1H35 
.37  (i 
763 
2(190 
1044 


I293H  112322  11,4(10 


200 

226 

36 

67 

303 

lie 


2100 
1891 

421 

871 
2095  ! 

972 


1750 
2016 

414 

721   I 

M40  I 

1000  I  Total  Whu 


12196    12816 


61872— 


419. 
140 

366 
1(16 
329 
92 
82 
187 
244 


t    SB 
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Governor  Clinton  to  the  Buke  of  Newcastle. 

[New-Tork.  (3.  P.  O.)  X.,  448.] 

My  Lord. 

It  is  with  the  greatest  concern  that  I  must  again  trouble  Your  Grace  with  what  has  already 
been  the  subject  of  my  former  letters;  but  when  the  papers  which  I  send  along  with  this  shall 
be  considered  (and  which  I  pray  your  Grace  may  be  ordered  to  be  considered)  I  am  confident 
your  Grace  will  be  convinced  that  I  have  done  every  thing  in  my  power  to  prevent  your 
having  the  trouble,  which  I  am  now  under  the  necessity  of  giving  your  Grace.  Therefore 
I  must  observe  to  you,  that  in  the  midst  of  a  most  unreasonable  &  unjustifiable  opposition,  I 
have  done  every  thing  in  my  power  for  his  Majesty's  service. 

That  after  the  most  scandalous  and  false  reflections  thrown  on  my  person  and  administration 
by  the  Assembly  of  this  Province,  I  have  several  times  passed  them  all  over  &  begun  a  new 
with  them  in  offering  matters  for  his  Majesty's  service  and  the  interest  of  his  people,  as  if  no 
such  injuries  had  been  done,  and  which  will  evidently  appear  to  your  Grace  from  the  Copys 
of  the  Messages  I  sent  to  the  Assembly  and  their  Resolves  and  answers  thereon,  which  have 
been  formerly  transmitted  to  your  Grace  and  to  the  Board  of  Trade  &  Plantations,  or  are  at 
this  time  transmitted.  Their  behaviour  cou'd  not  have  been  justified  in  the  manner  it  has 
been  done,  tho'  all  the  facts  charged  in  the  Representation  had  been  true,  whereas  they  are 
absolutely  false,  as  I  hope  from  the  papers  transmitted  to  your  Grace  and  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  will  appear  to  be  so  beyond  contradiction.  It  will  likewise  appear  that  the  Opposition 
I  have  mett  with  cou'd  proceed  from  nothing  but  a  most  malicious  spirit  of  wicked  men,  who 
have  had  nothing  less  in  view  than  the  overturning  of  the  constitution  of  His  Majesty's 
governments  in  the  Plantations  by  wresting  his  Majesty's  authority  out  of  the  hands  of  his 
Officers  and  placing  tho  Administration  in  a  popular  faction  and  of  satislying  at  the  same  time 
their  malicious  resentments. 

In  order  to  make  themselves  the  more  popular,  the  Assembly  has  in  a  most  unreasonable 
manner,  not  only  refused  to  contribute  according  to  their  ability  in  the  expence  attending  the 
Expedition  ag'  Canada,  but  have  thrown  the  load  of  it  upon  the  Crown,  and  have  refused 
contributing  any  thing  towards  my  retaining  the  Indians  longer  in  their  late  engagements  with 
me  against  the  enemy  ;  but  are  now  endeavouring  to  throw  that  extraordinary  expence  likewise 
upon  the  Crown,  tho'  their  own  preservation  be  immediately  concerned  in  it;  and  I  can  justly 
say  the  expence  of  the  Colonys  in  North  America  in  proportion  to  their  abilities,  is  in  no 
manner  adequate  to  that  which  the  people  of  England  cheerfully  submit  to  in  defence  of  the 
liberties  of  Europe.  Great  numbers  of  the  people  of  this  I'rovince  are  become  sensible  of  these 
things  and  the  popularity  of  the  faction  has  in  a  good  measure  declined,  and  I  hope  the 
necessity  of  securing  themselves  will  induce  them  to  do  what  may  be  requisite  for  the  defence 
of  the  Colony  till  the  Spring;  yet  the  saving  of  money  and  tlie  ease  of  the  people  is  so  very 
prevailing  that  I  cannot  be  assured  of  success.  However  nothing  in  my  power  shall  be 
wanting  to  ease  the  Crown  of  every  charge  I  can,  and  nothing  shall  prevail  upon  me  to  add  to 
the  expence  I  have  been  under  a  necessity  of  putting  the  Crown  to,  but  the  immediate 
preservation  of  this  valuable  Colony  from  becoming  a  prey  to  ihc  enemy,  by  the  obstinate 
humours  of  a  prevalent  faction. 
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As  M'  Horsmanden  (one  of  the  Council)  has  been  the  principal  actor  in  the  opposition  and 
in  form.ng  the  faction  against  all  the  measures  which  I  have  thought  necessary  for  his  Majesty's 

trusTwhlhT  "'•'";'  ''."  'r  ""  ''^J^^'^'^  ^"""^•'  ^  ^^'""^^^  •''-  fr^-"  the  oi^ces  of 
vou  Grt  PTu^l  "  '^"'""'  ''^^  '^^^  -"^^^""^  "^'^'^  -«  '^-^-ith  transmitted  to 
your  Grace  and  which  I  hope  your  Grace  will  think  deserves  serious  attention  and  will  receive 
us  Majesty's  approbation.  And  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  M^  James  Alexander  to  be  r  to  Id 
o  the  place  he  held  formerly  in  the  Council  of  this  Province,  being  a  gentleman  of  one  of  the 
best  estates  m  the  Province  and  in  many  respects  the  most  capable  ff  serving  his  MajestJ  cay 

'TlTt  th  "°"     '  r  '  '"'■  '"  "^  '■"™"  '^"^^^  *"  y«-  «^"-  -«-  P-t-laly  set  fo  th' 
I  must  at  the  same  time  earnestly  recommend  Cadwallader  Colden,  the  first  in^he  list  o 
Councillors  m  this   Province,  to  his   Majesty's   particular   favour.      He   has   been   upwards 
of  twenty  five   years  in  the   Council  and  has  on  many  occasions  (as  I  am  well  informed 
distinguished  himself  i^n  his  Majesty's  service  ;  but  more  'particularly  at  this  timeTw  en  w  thou 
his  assistance  U  would  have  been  impossible  for  me  to  have  supported  the  Ad  linistraTion  nJ 
a  rapacious  faction,  sett  on  foot  to  weaken  &  distress  the  orders  and  powers  of  the  Crown,  and 

JTHTm'"  TT  '''  Tl  """''"^  recommend  his  services  to  your  Graces  intercession 
with  his  Majesty  because  he  has  not  only  expos'd  himself  to  the  malicious  resentment  of 
considerable  men  in  this  Province,  but  by  a  constant  attendance  for  upwards  of  fifteen  month 
at  a  distance  from  his  family,  his  private  affairs  have  suffered  much.  I  formerly  recommended 
him  to  be  appointed  Lieutenant  Governour  of  this  Province  for  these  &  other  reasons  mention'd 
m  my  former  letters. 

I  must  beg  leave  on  this  occasion  to  mention  to  your  Grace,  that  unless  those  who  distinguish 

themselves  in  his  Majesty's  service,  be  considered  likewise  by  his  Majesty's  favour,  while  others 

find  It  so  much  for  their  interest  to  distinguish  themselves  in  popular  fa'ction^  in  o^p     t    n  to 

he  Administration  &  to  the  King's  prerogative,  perhaps  none  in  this  Province  lill  for  the 

future  expose  themselves  to  such  resentments  as  he  has  done. 

rl^Zl^'ltf"']"  '"'JP^y  ^''  '"''^°'"«  «o  P'-«valent  not  only  in  this  but  in  all  the  Northern 
Colonys,  that  unless  his  Majesty's  Ministers  give  their  assistance  in  a  different  manner  from 
what  has  hitherto  been  done,  I  am  humbly  of  opinion  that  it  will  not  be  in  the  pow  of 
Governours  to  support  his  Majesty's  authority  ;  and  I  believe  it  will  appear  to  your  Grace  from 
the  papers  herewith  &  formerly  transmitted  that  the  aid  of  Parliament  is  become  necessary 

tortus  purpose  nothing  seems  more  needfull  than  a  certain  and  fixed  support  for  the  Ota 
of  the  Government,  for  fron,  the  want  c.f  this,  the  power  of  faction  in  the  Colonies  as  b" 
perpetually  increasuig;  and  if  once  a  support  be  fixed  for  the  Officers  in  the  ordinary 
administration  ,t  will  not  then  be  so  diff.cult  to  obtain  any  necessary  supply  on  extraorcti  y 
occasions,  as  it  ,s  now  to  obtain  the  ordinary  support.  Nothing  seemT  so  proper  fb  t  Z 
purpose  as  a  Quit  Kent  upon  the  lands  equally  rated,  as  it  wou'd  be  the  mosi  equitable  L  d 
east  burthensome  method  of  any  that  I  have  heard  mentioned;  and  I  am  informed  that  tie 
nds  now  settled  (at  the  rate  of  ..|«"  P'  hundred  acres,  (which  is  the  condition  on  which  all 
the  lands  are  granted,  and  which  is  willingly  paid  by  the  Patentees)  would  in  this  Province 
immediately  produce  a  fund  of  above  four  thousand  pounds  a  year  which  is  more  than  ver 
was  granted  by  an  Assembly  for  the  support  of  government,  and  this  fun.l  must  yearly  increase 
by  the  continued  improvement  of  new  lands.  ^  '"i^rense 

M'  Colden  being  many  years  Surveyor  (Jeneral  of  lands  in  this  Province  is  more  capable 
than  any  to  give  nil  the  information  requisite  on  this  head  ;  but  as  many  considerable  family 
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are  possess'd  of  very  large  tracts  on  trifling  Quit  Rents,  it  is  probable  he  may  be  afraid  of 
exposing  himself  to  further  resentments  withoui  perfect  assurance  of  his  Majesty's  favour  & 
protection,  with  proper  incouragement  for  so  doing. 

Since  Your  Grace's  dispatches  touching  the  disbanding  the  troops  raised  for  the  Expedition 
came  to  Governour  Shirley,  I  have  his  directions  and  advice  to  maintain  the  Indians  at  the  cost 
of  the  Crown,  &  likewise  the  New  Levys,  till  sucli  time  as  M'  Knowles  arrives,  in  order  to 
concert  measures  with  him  and  me  for  their  reduction,  and  as  the  Indians  engaged  in  this 
service  are  very  numerous  as  well  as  the  New  Levys,  I  am  obliged  to  continue  my  drafts  on 
the  Government,  to  answer  those  ends,  and  I  do  assure  your  Grace  that  I  have  and  do  daily  act 
most  frugally  for  the  Crown  ani  I  hope  not  only  to  receive  applause  but  also  credit  and  thanks 
for  tbe  extraordinary  labour,  pains,  cost  &  hazard  I  have  been  put  to  on  this  occasion ;  and  I 
can  farther  assure  your  Grace  that  the  Assembly  have  flatly  denyed  me  any  assistance  or 
contribution  towards  these  expences  hitherto,  tho'  frequently  &  earnestly  applied  for ;  and  I 
must  repeat  it  again  that  nothing  but  the  aid  of  Parliament  can  bring  them  to  a  sense  of  their 
duty  to  his  Majesty. 

In  a  former  letter  I  recommended  to  your  Grace  Colonel  Johnson's  services  among  the 
Indians,  he  being  chosen  by  themselves  to  be  their  Colonel ;  and  had  the  Expedition  gone  on, 
I  cou'd  have  answered  for  the  reduction  of  Canada  by  their  means:  they  are  still  hearty  for 
that  end,  and  Colonel  Johnson  is  indefatigable  in  keeping  up  that  Spirit,  and  as  this  Gen-  is  Sir 
Peter  Warren's  nephew  I  cannot  avoid  doing  him  justice,  or  too  much  recommend  his  services 
&  merit  to  your  Graces  consideration. 

I  am  now  endeavouring  to  take  the  charge  of  the  Indians  off"  the  Crown  &  to  bring  the 
Assembly  of  this^Province  to  join  with  the  Massachusets  and  Connecticut  governments  upon 
some  enterprize  against  the  French  in  Canada,  &  to  secure  the  Provinces  against  their  attacks 
Commissioners  for  these  Provinces  with  this,  being  now  conferring  here  for  that  purpose  ;  and 
if  this  I>rovince  do  not  fail  in  their  quotas,  I  am  in  hopes  to  give  the  enemy  a  fatal  blow  in 
their  own  country  by  the  assistance  of  the  Indians,  their  chief  Sachims  or  Rulers  for  each 
Nation  having  declared  to  me  but  yesterday  in  publick  before  all  these  Commissioners, 
that  they  wanted  nothing  more  than  the  reduction  of  the  French  Country  in  Canada,  or  to  that 
effect,  as  they  had  taken  up  the  hatchet  &  used  it  ng"the  French  &  their  Indians  at  my  desire. 
The  word  Hatchet  is  a  term  of  their's,  to  engage  in  War. 

The  subject  matter  of  this  letter  has  unavoidably  made  it  long,  and  I  can  make  your  Grace 
no  other  apology  than  that  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  you  with  every  thing  that  has 
occurred  to  me  for  His  Majesty's  service  and  the  welfare  of  the  Province;  and  I  am  with  tiie 
highest  respect.  My  Lord 

Your  Graces  most  humble 
New  York  and  most  obedient  Servant 

27  Sept'  1747  q.  Clinton. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  &'  8t'  &« 

(Indorsed)  "  Rec''  Nov'  30'"' 
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Governor  Clinton  to  Colonel  Roherti. 

[New-York.  (9.  P.  O.)  X.,882.] 

Copy  of  a  Warrant  to  Colonel  Roberts  U'"  September  1747. 
By  His  Excellency  &<= 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  order  three  of  the  Companies  of  the  New  Levies 
from  t  e  Camp  at  Green  Bush  into  the  City  of  Albany,  to  be  quartered  in  the  Blockhouse   o 
such  0  her  quarters  as  t  e  Mayor  &  Corporation  shall  providl  for  them,  who  are  also  to    nd 
them  in  fire  and  candle  (to  ease  and  relieve  the  Militia)  &  there  to  remain  till  further  orders 

s'h:;r  ;:nr;rntrir"^^^  '-^ ''-'  -- '-  ^^'--  ^^-'--  -^  ^-  -  ^^mrz 

To  Coll.  Roberts 

U'"  September  1747.  ^-  ^^'^ton 


Copy  of  Col.  Roberts'  letter  in  answer  to  above  s"  Warrant. 

Sir  18  Sept'  1747. 

According  to  your  Excellency's  orders  I  have  applyed  to  the  Mayor  &  Corporation  for 
Quarters  e.ther  m  the  Block-Houses  or  elsewhere  for  130  men  with  their  officers,  with  fire  and 
candle,  &  that  as  soon  as  he  would  please  to  order  billets  for  the  men  they  should  be  ready  to 

o  duty  m  the  town.  He  told  me  in  answer  that  hearing  the  report  of  their  being  ordered  i 
he  ad  proposed  to  some  of  the  Burghers  who  were  entirely  averse  to  their  being  in  town,  & 
hat  e  would  not  force  t  em  to  it  contrary  to  law.  of  which  he  had  taken  advice,  much  less 
find  then,  ,n  fire  and  candle,  nor  had  he  money  in  his  hands  to  defray  such  an  ex^ence  He 
called  a  Comn.on  Council  a  Tuesday,  when  it  was  agreed  that  since  thoy  could  notTrry  th"r 
po.nt  m  hav.ng  the  three  Albany  Companys  (as  they  term  them)  in  the  City,  they  will  have 
none  &  for  fear  the  New  Levies  should  take  possession  of  the  Block-houses.  Major  Coll 
ordered  to  be  all  locked  up,  which  they  still  continue  to  be. 

By  the  returns  enclosed  your  Excellency  will  see  we  have  not  more  men  well  in  the  whole 
t  an  would  be  requeue  to  garr.son  Fort  Clinton,  had  I  sent  a  relief,  and  therefore  did  not.  at 
th>8  tm,e,  judg.ng  your  Excellency  would  not  have  this  city  lefi  destitute  of  defence 

rhe  party  escorting  the  provisions  to  Saraghtoga  marched  this  mor  ,ing,  but  wiU,  difficulty 
It  havmg  been  mdustnously  reported  in  this  town  that  they  we.e  to  r.main  there,  which  is  iZ 
occasion  of  more  desert.on  last  night.  It  is  in.possihle  to  relate  the  many  malicious  report! 
that  are  contmualy  spread  .n  or.ler  to  distress  every  Con.pany  but  those  raised  in  this  County 
When  I  sent  the  last  express,  Coll.  Johnson  was  at  the  Mohawks,  nor  had  I  tin.e  to  let  him 
know ;  he  ,s  now  .n  town,  and  goes  for  York  tomorrow  with  ten  of  the  chief  .Sachems  of  the 
Six  Nauons  who  were  come  to  hin,  with  three  Belts  to  assure  him  of  their  readiness  LZ 
out  whenever  e  called  them  ;  and  as  our  Assembly  are  not  all  endued  with  a  Clri  iarFaitf 
they  go  down  to  make  the  same  declaration  of  friendship. 

Jw  RoBBKrs. 
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Governor  Shirley  to  Govermr  Clinton. 

[  Now-Tork.  (  S.  P.  0. )  X.,  888.  ] 

Extract  of  GoV  Shirley's  letter  14"'  September  1747. 

As  the  General  Court  was  sitting  when  your  Excellency's  express  came,  I  communicated  to 
the  Council  &  Representatives  the  extract  of  Coll.  Johnson's  letter  your  Excellency  sent  ne, 
that  I  might  trye  what  lengths  themselves  would  go  in  concert  with  your  Assembly  towards 
enabling  your  Excellency  to  improve  the  present  disposition  of  the  Six  Nations  in  favour  of  his 
Majestys  service.  The  result  of  their  answer  to  me  was  that  the  Commissioners  had  full 
power  to  act  on  their  behalf  for  engaging  the  Indians  in  y«  English  interest  with  your 
Commissioners,  to  join  with  this  Province  in  doing  thoir  duty  to  their  King  and  Country 

I  think  after  calling  upon  the  Assembly  in  the  manner  you  have  done,  to  provide  for  the 
expence  of  keeping  the  Indians  employed  in  His  Majesty's  service  &  preventing  'em  from  going 
over  to  the  French  interest,  which  they  will  infhllil.ly  do  if  they  are  not  supported  by  us  & 
kept  in  action,  &  your  Assembly's  refusal  to  make  such  provision,  as  they  seem  hitherto  tj 
have  done,  will  also  hinder  likewise  this  Government  &  all  the  rest  from  doing  any  thing 
toward  It;  I  say  y'  Excellency  may  safely  engage  in  such  expence  on  behalf  of  the  Crown,  at 
shall  be  requisite  at  this  most  critical  juncture,  to  keep  the  Indians  firm  in  the  fidelity,  &  in 
case  the  Colonies  should  contribute  any  thing  towards  defraying  the  charge,  but  not  sufficiently 
for  that  purpose,  that  your  Excellency  may  supply,  on  account  of  the  Crown,  what  the  Colonies 
shall  fall  short  of  doing  towards  it ;  as  you  have  already  begun  to  do,  I  think  in  the  most 
prudent  manner  by  y  orders  to  Col! :  Johnson. 

The  reason  upon  which  1  ground  my  advice  are,  that  His  Majesty  has  declared  by  the  Duke 
of  Newcastle's  letter  of  the  9"«  of  April  1746  his  dependance  upon  the  assistance  of  the  Indians 
as  his  allies  and  friends  from  the  beginning  of  the  intended  expedition  against  Canada  that 
presents  have  been  constantly  made  them  at  the  expence  of  the  Crown  for  retaining  the'm  in 
their  fidelity,  &  that  yo'  Excellency,  as  His  Majesty's  Gov'  of  New  York  has  the  immediate 
care  of  doing  this  committed  to  you  by  His  Majesty. 

I  can't  but  think  for  these  reasons  that  your  Excellency's  engaging  in  the  necessary  expences 
on  the  part  of  the  Crown  for  promoting  His  Majesty's  service  in  so  essential  a  branch  of  it 
will  be  approved  of  by  the  Ministry.     And  I  herein  advise  your  Excellency  to  what  I  would  do 
my  self  was  I  under  the  same  circumstances  with  you.     I  am  with  the  greatest  respect 

Sir 

Your  E.xceliency's  most  obedient 
humble  servant 

W"  Shirlev. 
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A  Sho7't  Account  of  Governor  Clinton's  Conduct. 

[  New-Tork.  8.  P.  O.  X.,  487.  ] 

A  Short  Account  of  the  Governour  of  New  York'e  co-duct  since  the  time  h, 

czs  toTh^s::  :*• '°  -"' '"-™"°- "-  -  -p-"'»»  ^"-:: 

fron,  hi,  speech  to  the  Assen.Wy  of  tile  9«.  of  jL  mf       ""  '«"°"  ''"""'■-•  W" 

n.es.nge  of  the  16«    ay  of  jle  uTtT.rr't     '  ?'  '"''''""  "  ""  *''»"''")'  ^y  l>i» 

to  thofe  Which  t„e  Go^-te^d:;.?!    l'te,'tTttclTt'or',r'''°""'  ^7'"" 
engage  them  heartily  in  the  wir  inH  th,.'  c    ,  ^™W"'  *»  the  Indians,  in  order  to 

this  requisition  of  tl^  Go  erLu;  vet  t^.e   T"  K      "r  r'"^''°"""^  ^"'°"'^«  ^^-P'-^  with 
likewise  refused  to      nfrl  te  a„;  ti,  j  '  .'      '  °?'"  '^'"""^  '^'^'^'^'^'^  ^^^"-'^  >*  -^ 

expedition,  and  for  with  h     i'ad  „1    rV  7  T''  ''"'''  "  ''''''  "^'^^^^^^'^  ^^  ^^at 

neighbouring  Colonirs^oviL  tr  tl^fe^ l^-Tht';:  J^^^  ''  ''\'T"'  ''°'  ^'^^ 
of  the  20'"  of  June  1^46  expences—  The.r  refusall  appears  by  their  resolves 

wh?r I^e-LaTsT.' •:  ^vl^nlfrtr  1'°''"'"'  f"?'  'f^'  °'""  '-  ~"'- 
this  rrovine.  as  should  he  enfnlovedT  1.,,,.!  ^  '""■  f  't"  '-^'f"'''""  Ccnpanie.  in 
artillery  and  warlike  stor!.!    "^   '^  "'""'""'"  ""''  '"  ""■  '"?'"-  »'  transporting  the 

the^'fnr.rr  i.r.r;:ic::,  tfi::c^;,  'z  tz:'^^, "" ?  --  •»  --» 

e<pe„ce  as  they  should  think  not  incumhcnt  on  them  to  bear  ,  t  T  .'°  ""'"''  "^  """ 
As.en,„ly  of  the  eleventh  of  July  I74C.  t  reTeitd  a  L'tde;;:,""""  ''  '"  '™'™'  "'  "" 
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By  M'  Gooch's  declining  to  take  the  command  of  the  forces  at  Albany,  the  Governour  had 
a  new  and  unexpected  care  thrown  upon  him,  of  all  the  forces  that  rendevouzed  at  Albany, 
who  came  to  that  place  most  of  them  unprovided  with  almost  every  thing  that  was  necessary 
to  put  them  on  action;  and  when  every  thing  was  at  last  prepared  under  the  greatest 
difficulties,  the  disappointment  by  the  Fleet  with  Generall  S*  Clair  not  arriving  and^by  a  strong 
French  fleet  appearing  on  the  Coast  of  Nova  Scotia,  the  Gov'  was  obliged  to  alter  all  his 
measures  in  order  to  secure  the  Province  against  the  attacks  of  a  formidable  enemy  both  by 
sea  &  land. 

While  the  Gov'  was  strugling  with  all  these  difficulties,  such  as  no  Governour  in  America 
ever  underwent  before  him,  he  was  informed  that  a  popular  faction,  of  men  influenced  only  by 
their  passions  and  private  resentments,  were  preparing  to  give  all  the  opposition  possible  in  the 
Assembly,  which  he  was  obliged  to  meet  immediately  after  his  return  from  Albany,  and  it  was 
from  his  knowledge  of  this  faction  that  his  speech  to  the  Assembly  on  the  17""  of  October  1746 
was  in  some  part  formed. 

The  Governour  when  he  left  Albany  had  ordered  the  forces  there  to  march  to  the  Carrying 
place,  (a  pass  between  Albany  and  Canada,  by  which  the  French  parties  make  their 
incursions,  on  the  frontiers  of  this  and  the  other  Northern  Colonies  and  is  likewise  necessary 
to  be  secured  on  any  design  of  marching  forces,  either  from  this  to  Canada  and  from  Canada 
this  way)  and  there  to  build  a  Fort  sufficient  to  secure  that  pass  and  to  leave  a  garrison  in  it. 
But  when  the  forces  were  ready  to  march,  the  Assembly's  Commissioners  who  had  the 
provision  for  the  forces  in  their  hands  refused  to  give  provisions,  and  by  that  and  other 
obstructions  industriously  thrown  in  the  way  while  the  cold  season  of  the  year  advanced,  the 
Commanding  Officer  was  obliged  to  lay  aside  that  design;  tlio'  to  this  day  all  men  agree  that 
nothing  is  more  necessary  than  a  Fort  at  that  place,  and  now  at  the  time  the  Commissioners 
who  are  met  in  this  place  with  Commissioners  from  Massachusetts  Bay  to  concert  measures  for 
their  joint  defence,  propose  this  to  be  done  in  the  first  place,  as  necessary  to  ihe  security  of  all 
the  Northern  Colonies.  This  is  what  was  meant  by  the  fortified  Camp  mentioned  in  the  Gov" 
speech  of  the  17""  of  October. 

The  Assembly's  Commissaries  refusing  to  deliver  the  provisions  &«  was  the  occasion  of  the 
Gov"  message  of  the  SS-i  of  October  1746.  when  he  likewise  required  that  so  many  of  the  four 
Independant  Companies,  as  were  employed  in  the  service  of  the  Province  along  with  the 
new  levies,  should  be  put  upon  the  same  footing  with  the  New  Levies,  of  having  provisions 
over  &  above  their  pay.  In  answer  to  this  speech  and  message  the  Assembly  made  their 
Representation  of  the  fourth  of  Nov'  following.  The  Gov'  thinks  it  needless  to  make  any 
observations  thereon  but  to  submitt  his  speech  and  message  and  the  Assembly's  representation 
to  His  Majesty's  ministers,  as  they  stand  by  themselves. 

The  Assembly  continueing  to  asperse  the  Governour's  Administration  and  the  principall 
persons  .-mployed  in  it,  by  their  resolves  of  the  S'"  of  November,  the  Gov'  on  the  10'"  of  Nov' 
sent  his  answ'  to  their  Representation ;  which  he  hopes  His  Majesty's  Ministers  will  think 
contains  nothing  that  could  reasonably  give  oHence,  and  by  a  message  on  the  24'-  explained 
to  them  the  necessity  the  Commanding  Officer  .s  under  in  taking  the  provisions,  as  is 
particularly  set  forth  in  that  message;  the  consequence  of  which  were  the  resolves  of  the  26'" 
of  iNoV  and  at  last,  that  no  pretence  might  he  left,  he  condescended  to  the  message  of  the  28'". 
J  he  desire  the  Gov'  had  to  free  the  Crown  from  the  expence  of  provisions  for  all  the  levies 
in  .>ew  lork  which  otherwise  must  have  fallen  on  the  Crown  by  the  Assembly's  obstinacy,  he 
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close  was  put  to  the  Session.  '  "  ""™'  ^'■°'"  ^^«  A«««™biy.     After  which  a 

and  in  securing  the  fidelity  of  all  the  Ind.^n  in  S  S"  '"f "  ""'^"^'^  '"  -^- 
meet  the  Assembly  in  the  Spring  in  hopes  tha"  thev  w^  5  T  ""f"  '*  """''^"'■y  ^°''  '^"'»  '» 
of  this  great  charge,  by  taking' t  upon  Lmse,te7  7o    t.  "^"T  ''  ''^"^  °''  '  ^''' 

Sessions  by  a  speech  the  26".  of  March  IwTn  wh  '  h  \  r  f."'P"'"  '^^  ^°^'  °P«"«d  the 

thing  that  could  renew  the  differenrs  jrh  h  J  h  •  ^T'""^  "'"'^^  ""^"^'^'^g  ^^-7 
differences  had  ever  subsisted  ''^  '"^"^'^'^  '"«*  ^'*"'  «"d  «poke  as  if  no  such 

a.l^:br2;::L:n^frt^::^-  ^^l-^  -y  answer  to  his  speech  by  address, 
entered  into  severa.l  resolutions  ooZi;:: IZ:^^^^^^^^^  —  ^-*"« 

one  to  adhere  to  their  Representation  in  the  Sri  a  P'^'^^'  ^'"°"S  ^''''=''  ^^^ 

supporting  the  Indians,  OrLred  ^of  ^  r  Clt^  """";"'  '^^""'"^  ^"  -P-^«  - 
Resolutions.  ARer  which  having  past  he  Bit  TZ  '''  """'^  ^'^"^  ^  ^«P^  "^  ^^eir 
highly  disrepectfull  to  the  Gov"  characL 1 1  '"''^  {  °^  P''*'"*''""^  ^'"^  «'«"«««  i"  it 

IC^  of  Aprifwherein  it  wasTnsinured  t  rl  rhr^'"  '\'""°"'  ^"'  '^  ^  ^^^^  "^  the 
great  expence  in  raising  forces  and  Ltu  iL  !  t'  h"5  ^  '*•''"  ''"""^^  '^^'^  ^-"  «»  ^ 
useless  to  the  securit/of  the  inhlbrntt     Ta    n^    :^e^^^^^^^^^^^^  ■ 

message  on  the  23^^  the  Gov'  thought  it  necessirv  in  L  !  '"smuations  by  a 

what  he  had  done  for  the  security  ofthe  >  ov  ne  and  t  e7"  j"!  "''?  ''  '^^  '''''''  ^''«'» 
sent  on  the  24'"  of  the  same  month  '''  "'^  "''^  P^"P'«  '«  '''  by  a  message 

pr^:-:^:n:^;^::^5:^ns/::^ttt:^^^^^        — -^. 

government  where  there  was  not  a  fix  d  re  ;rutio„  to  a  f '  ih"  '"'"''  ""  ''  ^'^^"  *"  ^^ 
thinks  that  the  Insolence  of  the  Represent.t  on  ll       f  '^""^'""tion.     Tho'  the  Gov' 

spirit  which  has  dictated  it;  yet  asTe      de".  «  f  "''"""  "'  '''''''  '^"^  ^''^  ""^''-o^^ 

character  from  the  falshood;  a'nd  :  a  s  hTe  lire  IT  '!  '"  ^'^^^  '"'^  ^"""^  -<^ 
herewith  sent,  in  answer  to  that  Representatrn  .nH  Ih  L  ^^l  ''""  '"  '■^'■^"  '"  '«™«'-'^« 
of  Trade  and  Plantations.^  '^epresentafon.  and  wh.ch  were  formerly  sent  to  the  Board 

intended  against  Canada  or  any  of  the  lirs^rt^ g:    rLT' a^^^^  '''  f  ^^^'/^ 

was  reason  to  expect  the  arrivall  of  the  Fi^Pf  «„.,    a       ■       ^"t'  """^  '^t  t'^e  same  time  there 
no  orders  had  arrLd  to  disband  the  5or  e  Zpt:  ^  f^^t"  '' '''  ^^P^^'''""'  «-« 

there  might  not  be  time  to  dissolve  this  Assembly  aL  toe  I   !n  "'"  '  ""  "''''•''  ^'^"-"* 

of  a  Fleet  the  sitting  of  an  Assembly  might  be  nls  tt  to  -Lt^^^  °"'  T'  ""^^  ''^^  ""^^'^ 
an  exigency.     And  about  this  time  likewise  the  Z^  ^    u         '"^^^'''  '''^'"''''  '"^  '""'^ 
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As  the  Governour  had  no  orders  for  the  payment  of  these  troops  and  had  already  drawn  for 

large  sums  for  securing  the  fidelity  of  the  Indians  and  all  the  necessarys  which  were  requisite 

for  the  marching  of  the  forces,  he  did  what  was  in  his  power  to  avoid  this  expence  till  His 

Majesty's  pleasure  should  be  expressly  known;  as  will  appear  from  the  minutes  of  Councill 

about  this  time ;  but  as  the  Gov'  had  reason  to  apprehend  in  this  case,  a  totall  or  great  desertion, 

which  was  threatned  with  other  evill  consequences  he  by  thv?  advice  of  the  Councill  was 

induced  to  pay  two  months  pay  to  the  New  Levies  and  their  subalterns,  but  as  M'  Schuyler 

who  commanded  the  New  Jersey  forces,   was  by  the  perswasion  of  the  people  of  Albany 

induced  to  pay  the  whole  pay  to  the  forces  under  his  command,  the  other  forces  would  not 

reot  satisfied,  and  not  only  threatned  to  desert  but  to  take  their  pay  in  the  plunder  of  the 

country,  as  they  marched  off:   which  will  likewise  appear  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Councill. 

The  Gov  in  order  to  prevent  the  disappointments  and  miscarriage  of  the  Expedition  in  case 

his  Majesty  should  still  resolve  to  prosecute  it,  and  to  prevent  the  mischiefs  that  might  happen 

to  the  Province  under  his  care,  by  the  mutiny,  and  at  the  same  time  to  take  as  little  upon 

himself  as  possible,  sent  the  message  of  the  second  of  June.     In  answer  to  which  the  resolve 

of  the  Fourth  was  made,  and  which  from  several  circumstances  the  Gov'  is  perswaded  was 

drawn  up  by  Chief  Justice  De  Lancey,  tho'  he  be  a  member  of  the  Councill  and  not  of 

the  Assembly. 

Soon  after  the  Gov'  went  to  Albany  in  order  to  quell  the  mutinous  disposition  of  the  soldiers, 
which  he  effected  while  he  waS  there ;  and  soon  after  his  return  he  received  severall  letters 
from  M'  Shirley  Gov'  of  the  Massachusetts,  pressing  to  have  a  Congress  formed  at  New  York, 
in  order  to  engage  all  the  Colonies  in  North  America  in  some  enterprize  against  Canada  and 
to  concert  measures  for  their  mutuall  and  joint  security.  The  Gov'  having  laid  these  letters 
before  the  Councill,  they  were  of  opinion  that  it  was  too  late  to  form  any  Congress  to  concert 
any  enterprize  against  the  enemy,  to  be  put  in  execution  this  season  and  therefore  formed  a 
plan  for  attacking  without  delay  the  French  Forts  at  Crown  Point  and  Oniagara  at  the  same 
time,  the  success  in  the  last  of  which  promised  many  advantages  to  Great  Brittain,  in  the  fur 
trade ;  but  as  this  plan  could  not  be  put  in  execution  without  the  necessary  supplies  to  be 
granted  by  the  Assembly,  the  Governour  applied  to  the  Assembly  for  that  purpose,  by  his 
message  of  the  fourth  of  August.  By  their  resolves  of  the  6'"  it  appears  that  they  in  etlect 
refused,  unless  the  plan  were  communicated  to  them  and  approved  of  by  them ;  whereby  their 
claim  to  the  administration  even  in  Military  Affairs  became  evident,  which  had  it  been  complied 
with,  every  man,  the  least  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  this  i^rovince,  evidently 
perceives  must  have  discovered  the  whole  plan  to  the  Enemy,  and  it  was  agreed  that  thereby 
the  execution  of  the  plan  was  become  impracticable. 

The  Scarborough  man  of  war  being  arrived  soon  after  this,  with  dispatches  from  the  Duke 
of  Newcastle  to  Gov'  Sliirley,  the  Gov'  remained  in  suspence  till  he  should  know  his  Majesty's 
pleasure  in  relation  to  the  Expedition.  M'  Shirley,  by  the  return  of  the  Express  which  carried 
tiie  dispatches,  informed  the  Governour  that  the  expedition  was  laid  aside,  and  that  his  Majesty 
expected  the  Colonies  should  advance  the  pay  of  the  soldiers  levied  for  that  expedition,  till 
such  time  as  a  fund  be  provided  by  Parliament,  whereby  &  from  other  circumstances  the 
Governour  perceived  how  desirous  the  Ministry  were  to  have  all  possible  charge  on  them  saved 
GjV  Sliirley  likewise  at  the  same  time  in  the  strongest  terms  advised  the  Go\'  to  keep  secret 
the  whole  of  the  intelligence  he  had  received  from  him. 
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or  a  cZ::ir:;c:u^nu?x:rG ':'  ^''- ''- '°"""'"'  -''-'  ^-'-^^  ^^^  -p-^ 

to  him  was  produced,  in  whi°    Thev   b,'       ^  ■"^"''  '.'"'  '  '"''  ''  '''  '""'  '""'  ''"''  '^'^'^^^«« 
people's  spirrittsagai  St  hTn.     bu    «;  tl  T    t  T'''"''''''  ''  '""'  -leaver  to  inflame  the 

The  Gov  in  consideration  of 'the     upplil   tL't'h  '  ""'"'  °'  ''"  "^  °'  ^^P^*^"^-' 

Province,  and  the  necessity  likewiL  Z!  T"""  "'"'^'"^  ^''  '^'  '"'"''^'y  "^  the 

•a  manner  blockaded  by  the  en  mie^sc"  kin.  o    .'         '^  '"  ""  P"'''  ''  ^'''^">^'  "^  P'^^  '" 
from  the  gates  without  a  guard T^d  w  ,t  "  ^        h"'  "°"'  ''"  ^°  ''"*  ''  ""^  ^'«*^"- 

freed  from  duty,  or  have  any  mel  f!  K  '  T""'  """"  ""^  P^""^  ^^  '«^°"'-  ^'-» 

place  is  not  sufficient  for  tha^  Zl         Z  ^"'^•^*''"^«'  ^"'  '"'■«'»  ^heir  pay.  and  which  in  that 
should  be  worsTused  t .  n    hp  r    'r^. '''  ""'''  -''""^^  ^'  unreasonable  that  these  old  troops 

condu^^onntlsl"  bTy^t/tT"  '°  "f  ^  '''  ^^""'^  ^^^  ^''"^'""^  '^^^^^^'^^  -'^h  the 
to  concert  2suest'^^^^^^^^^  Commisssioners  are  nowhere 

be  immediately  requt  to  2  tlT      I'^l^'^'^T'  '"'  ''^  '^"''"'  ''^  '^^  ^^^-^'^  ™-y 
and  anydelay'^.ay  be  prltialTolllTh  ''Stipulated  for  this  Assembly  to  give! 

M'  Knowles  &  M'  ShirfJv  th  ,  °'°""''  ^"'^  ^'  '^'  ^''''  ''"^'y  ^""^  expects 

undera Teces^tv  of  Ic       ^     "^"  reso-ut.ons  as  to  the  disbanding  the  forces,  the  Governour  is 

nothing    n         pVwe  rr  hI  M  .f  "t^"'''  '"'"^■'  T  "^  "'^'^  '^^'"""^^^^'^  ''^'  '^  "-  «'"■"-' 
all  perLall  indi^Ii^lT^rlVIrhr^  ^  ""'"*  ""'  '^"  ''''  ''"  ^^^^^^^^  ^^^^^  P^''^^'^  -- 

confulencethatyourGrretilThe    ..'"''.  P^^^^^'^^  ^^  ->   Expedition  to  Canada  in 
same  to  His  Majesty  ^  "^^  ""^""'^'^  '"  '"'^'^^  "  '"^^""'•^'''•^  Uepresentation  of  the 

New  York  27  Sept' 1747.  (signed)         G.Clinton. 
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Governor  Clinton  to  t/ie  Lords  of  Trade. 

I  New-Tork  Papers,  Bundle  Og.,  No.  188.  ] 

My  Lords,  ^'^  ^'""'^  2»-  ^^P^'  1747. 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  Your  LordPP',  that  for  the  reasons  I  suspende '  M'  Horsmanden,  I  was 
(with  other  aggravations)  under  the  necessity  of  suspending  M'  Stephen  Bayard  from  his 
Majv  Council,  who  came  hot  from  the  faction,  and  threatned  my  person  in  a  most  insolent 
manner,  to  intimidate  me  to  complye  with  their  vile  measures  ;  but  as  I  have  not  time  now 
fully  to  enumerate  to  your  LordPP-  many  other  Reasons  for  suspending  this  Gentleman,  I  make 
no  doubt  but  that  the  General  Reasons  for  removing  both  will  be  thought  weighty  enough  with 
Your  LordPP*  to  have  their  suspension  confirmed,  for  the  preservation  of  His  Maj^'  authority. 
I  am  with  very  great  respect 

My  Lords, 

Your  LordPP*  most  humble  and 

most  obedient  servant. 

G.  Clinton.     « 


Mr.  Horsminden  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  New-Tork  Fapera,  Bundle  Gg.,  No.  188.  ] 

My  Lords,  New  York  29.  Sept' 1747. 

As  his  Excell-^  our  Gov'  on  the  12'"  instant  thought  fit  to  suspend  me  from  my  seat  at  the 
Council  Board,  without  advice  or  consent  of  Council,  or  any  Reasons  assigned,  saying  only  "  he 
should  transmit  them  to  His  Majestj  and  Your  LordPP-."  I  was  under  a  necessity,  at  the 
time,  of  requesting  his  Excellency  to  favour  me  with  a  copy  of  his  Reasons,  that  I  might  have 
the  opportun.t:  of  answering  them,  and  vindicating  my  conduct  at  home  ;  to  which  his  Excell^r 
was  pleased  to  answer  «'  that  he  should  do  what  is  proper  "  and  on  the  19'-  instant  I  renewed 
my  application  for  the  purpose,  by  letter,  entreating  the  favour  of  an  answer,  but  have  not  as 
j-et  had  any ;  but  on  the  22"  was  superceeded  in  my  Offices  as  Justice  of  the  Supream  Court, 
and  Recorder  of  this  City;  likewise  without  advice  of  Council,  or  any  reasons  assigned  ;  and 
on  the  S>6«"  I  made  my  humble  suit  to  his  Excell^^  to  favour  me  with  his  reasons  for  these 
several  severe  marks  of  displeasure,  that  I  might  not  be  condemned  unheard,  but  have  not 
been  honoured  with  his  Excell'^''*  answer  to  either. 

It  gives  me  extream  concern  to  find  that  His  Excell'^  has  conceived  so  high  a  disgust  at  me 
not  being  conscious  that  I  have  given  any  just  cause  of  offence,  and  I  was  the  more  surprised 
I  should  thus  innocently  suffer,  as  1  had  occasion  of  flattering  myse!.'  his  Excell'x  was  pleased 
with  my  services  the  first  two  years  of  his  Administrat  on  to  whom  (as  I  was  honoured  with 
his  Excell-^^'  confidence)  by  time  was  chiefly  devoted,  and  I  am  sure  I've  received  no  other 
Recompence,  than  the  satisfaction  of  rendering  services,  out  of  the  ordinary  way  of  my  duty. 
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happen,  L  »  ,ui.  M-  LTdl"..IThe  r""  r""'  "'""°''"""'  '°  """  "'"i'i««i.„  if  i. 
the  majority.  One  instance  of  thkllilH  ^^  !■'  ""PP'™"!'  '""'"y  '»  'he  »nlin.ent,  of 
inclo..\o„^r  Lord- a  r/of  ..e  „:le  .fr"!     T  '^T  °'  *"«""  '""'  '  '»S  '-ve  to 

proceeding,  of  that  dayfLteterr  :l,e°r:: o^-^f''^ "L'^'ir:" ''''''-^  '^' 
against  me.  '*  i!.xcell'=J"  severe  resentment 

In  this  case,  as  I  was  Chairman  of  the  Comm"  and  accorflinr,  t.  iU 
his  Excell..  that  the  Committee  had  considered  of    h    matt  "rf    ef^^^  ed":  dT"'  '  "7' 
opinion  and  were  ready  to  make  thpir  Ran„  y      u      t.™'^"^"  referred,  had  drawn  up  their 
and  thereupon  with  hTs  Lll'V  ^     ^      ^^      '  ^^'f'-o.M  please  to  receive  it; 
Excell-;  then  the  que    ion  unon  it  nf  .  u^Z  T'  '''^  ^^  "«'  ^"'^  ^'^'^'^'^^  to  hi 

CounciUgreeino^ir^-hThTrmr^hti^^^^^^^^^^^ 
M'CoIden  moved,  that  it  might  not  be  received ;  Xotn-^^^^^^ 
was  surprised  that  a  Gentleman  wlin  h.H  k  i  -nswered  to  this  purpose,  that  I 

^acticei  as  to  make  a  MotTon  which  t  '^^  ^"^  "' ''''  ^'''''  ^"^""'^  ^^'^  ««  ""'«  of 

question  should  have  iJ^Tl^^^  dTba^riraU'r::^  ^'^"^'^'  ''"  '''  °1* 
put,  it  ended  in  the  manner  as  aoDear  h  m1  m  f^'  \  t  ^  P^""  *^"^'^'°°  °°*  ^^'^8 
instance  where,  in  any  b  dy  T^  fc  nceined  IZT  'm       ''"'  '  "'''  '^"^^  ^'^^  «"' 

.0  :;:r:j:z  n-pr^'i^,:.  ts  iiu^ertt^VLr  "°'^"f  'r.-  --' '-  "»"' 

I  am  with  the  greatest  duty  and  respect 
My  Lords, 

Your  LordPP*  most  obedient  and 

TO  .He  Lor*  Co.mi.ioner,  for  Trade  ^  Plantation,.        '"""  "''""^::7nL....... 


Govei-nor  Clinton  to  the  Duke  of  Mivcastle. 

[NwTork.  S.  p.  O.  X.,4T«.] 

My  Lord. 

Pro ,T:ce'"ycrG7a'Z  '""n  '  """f  '°  'T  "'"'"  '""""  ^°"'  «'"«  "^  ""  »»•->  of  „,„ 
»an„er-J-drnr::.-r..l^'^:C^^^^^^ 
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themselves  and  to  free  the  Crown  from  the  great  expence  of  preserving  the  Indians  in  their 
fidelity.  The  return  which  I  have  had  will  likewise  appear  from  the  Resolves  of  the  Assembly 
in  answer  to  it. 

Your  Grace  will  discover  a  moat  malicious  resentment  run  through  the  whole,  with  an 
endeavour  to  slander  my  honour  in  the  most  tender  point,  by  a  base  insinuation  that  the  large 
sums  I  had  received  on  my  bills  drawn  on  ace'  of  the  Indian  Affairs,  had  not  been  applied  to 
that  use,  because  they  had  not  heard  of  it,  notwithstanding  they  know  the  great  number  of 
Indians  and  Whites  which  I  had  in  constant  pay,  no  less  than  six  hundred  Indians  together  at 
one  time,  besides  the  maintaining  between  two  &  three  thousand  men  women  and  children  for 
a  considerable  time  at  the  last  treaty  when  I  engaged  them  in  the  expedition  ag'  Canada,  with 
great  &  valuable  presents  into  the  bargain,  and  likewise  the  great  expence  I  have  been  put  to 
in  sending  messages  &  presents  from  time  to  time  to  many  others,  &  some  of  them  far  distant 
Nations.  Not  a  man  of  the  Province  who  knows  any  thing  of  publick  affairs  but  has  heard  of 
these  things,  &  knows  they  must  be  attended  with  great  expence. 

The  only  hopes  I  have  ag'«  this  malicious  faction  is  that  the  common  people  &  strangers  cou'd 
never  imagine  that  an  Assembly  of  any  country  wou'd  be  guilty  of  asserting  such  notorious 
falsehoods.  The  expectation  I  had  that  the  expedition  ag«  Canada  might  go  on  has  hitherto 
Ijj^evented  my  exerting  my  authority  ag"  this  horrid  faction,  which  has  so  great  influence  In 
both  Council  &  Assembly ;  but  now  I  shall  endeavour  to  support  the  King's  Authority  as  it 
becomes  his  Governour  of  this  Province,  and  as  I  doubt  not  of  your  Grace's  assistance,  I  must 
intreat  you  will  please  give  me  speedy  answers  to  what  I  requested  in  ray  former  letters,  as 
also  to  M'  Colden  &  M'  Alexander.  If  these  two  are  done  with  proper  instructions  touching 
the  conduct  of  the  Council  &  Assembly,  but  more  especially  on  the  conduct  of  the  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Province,  who  is  most  active  in  the  faction,  I  persuade  myself  things  will  soon 
return  to  quietness  &  all  persons  to  a  due  submission. 

I  am  with  the  highest  respect,  My  Lord 

Your  Grace's  most  humble 

&  most  obedient  Servant 
New  York  Q'"  Octo"  1747.  G.  Clinton 

Please  to  turn  over 

P.  S.  I  allow  that  great  sums  are  drawn  upon  account  of  Indian  presents,  but  as  I  could  not 
get  money  to  pay  the  troops  levyed  for  the  Expedition  upon  any  other  Bill  than  those  for 
Indian  presents,  I  continued  drawing  in  that  light  for  the  use  of  the  levys,  and  for  which  I 
shall  render  seperate  and  distinct  accounts 

G.  Clinton. 

I  am  obliged  to  write  to  your  Grace  in  a  hurry  but  hope  in  my  next  I  shall  be  able  to  give 
your  Grace  intire  satisfaction  in  regard  to  my  proceedings,  being  assured  that  the  measures  of 
the  Assemby  are  perfectly  contrary  to  the  inclination  of  the  people,  who  blame  their  conduct 
every  where. 


His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  &"=  &=  &« 
(Indorsed)   "  Rec**  Dec' 19." 


G.  Clinton. 


\ 
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Governor  Clinton  to  the  DuTce  of  Bedford. 

I  New-Tork.  8.  P.  0.  Vol.  X.,  p.  4T».  ] 

My  Lord  Duke. 

refill'  r^/^ieiL^rcr .!:  rss  'Tt '- "-  ■"-^""  -- 

my  Commission  to  appoint  a  Councillor  nnth  T  ^'''^  ''"'  S"*^"  "^«  «  P««^er  by 

have  appointed  Edwa^SriiondT  !  "Tn   elXL^    T''  V^  ""'"^'^^  °'"  ^^^^'^ 

in  the  room  of  M'  Van  Courtland,  &  he  has  1         iL        .  ,         '''"'"''"■^  "  ^""""""^ 

I  must  also  beg  leave  to  make  Jv  ZnUo  !  ''"'  '^'^'^^rdingly  at  the  Council  Board. 

Esq'  to   be  restored    o   his     'u  7  Zc    'for  .  J".^  """"  "  '"^"'^  °'  •^«'"-  ^^'l- 
Horsmanden,  and  that  your  G  ac     w^ll  be  nl        .  !  ""  '^  "'^  ^"«P^"«'°"  «'  ^-  '-^ 

be  a  Councillor  in  the  Cm'^ofltep  1  BlytZ^JJ^rT^^^^^^^^^^    '"'"^'^'  '^"^^'  ^« 
extremely  necessary  to  be  made  at  orLnt  Th  h  '"'f  V  ''''■"''  appointment,  ato 

I  beg  leave  to  iLm  ylr  G !« T^I^ 
recommended  M'  Allexan'der  to  b    r    to.  d    '    3'^  ''  'T  ''  '''  ^""^^  ""^  ^«--«''« 
I^jesty's  Council  of  this  Pro  ince  in    he  1™  of\f  r'  "'  f^'  '^  '"""'^  '^'^'^  '"  '''^ 
from  r  Council.     Whatever  werellrpnln      r  """'"^"^^n.  whom  I  have  suspended 

ceased  and  I  intreat  yo      Grrce   hit  he  7-^      'T7'  '''  ^"^^^"'^^^  ^^^^^  -«  '""g  -"«« 
one  of  the  best  estates  in  the  Provtce  of  "^  be  restored  accordingly,  for  he  is  a  gentlemen  of 

affairs,  and  thereby  can  be  o    mo^  "to  J"    ,  .  """^'"^  '"'  '""^  ^^"^"^^'^^  ^  P^^iick 
person  in  this  Province.  "'  ""'^  '°  any  succeeding  Governour  than  any  other 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  the  greatest  regard 
My  Lord  Duke 

New  York  ^°"''  ^^^'^^^  "ost  humble 

11  Octob'  174S  ""^  "^^^^  obedient  Servant 

,-.    ^  G.  Clinton. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 


Sir. 


Governor  Clinton  to  Mr.   Under  Secetary  Stme. 

[Ncw-Tork.  (S.  r.0.)X.,<88.] 

New  York  8  November  1747 


if 
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calumnies  &  seditious  practices  carried  on  against  me  by  the  people  of  this  Province,  for  defending 
His  Majesty's  rights  and  Prerogative  w^hich  have  been  most  audaciously  attacked  by  both  the 
Council  &  Assembly  of  this  Province  ;  &  for  this  end  they  have  publickly  avowed  the  horrid 
neutrality,  which  they  wanted  to  preserve  with  the  Indians  &  French,  at  the  expence  of  the 
lives  and  fortunes  of  the  neighbouring  Governments. 

This  unbecoming  conduct  in  them  has  greatly  embarrassed  me  in  the  prosecution  of  His 
Majesty's  service,  &  in  some  measure  anticipated  the  great  part  I  have  undertaken  for  the 
preservation  of  His  Majesties  Colonies  in  North  America  upon  the  event  of  the  Expedition. 

Upon  this  occasion  I  have  the  highest  reason  to  observe  that  M'  De  Lancey,  the  Chief 
Justice  of  this  Province,  has  been  one  of  the  principal  authors  in  obstructing  every  measure 
that  could  promote  his  Majesty's  service  that  he  was  pleased  to  order  for  the  reduction  of 
Canada,  by  his  endeavouring  to  maintain  the  above  mentioned  neutrality,  which  in  all  probabillity 
would  have  tended  to  the  ruin  of  His  Majesty's  neighbouring  colonies  &  the  inhabitants  thereof, 
as  was  done  in  Queen  Anne's  war.  But  notwithstanding  he  refused  attending  me  to  Albany 
as  one  of  His  Majesty's  Council  and  upon  whom  I  depended  as  Chief  Justice  of  this  Province 
to  assist  me  in  engaging  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  I  brought  them  into  the  terms  His 
Majesty  expected,  contrary  to  his  inclinations  and  endeavours,  joined  with  some  others  of 
His  Majesty's  Council;  for  which  reason  I  suspended  two  of  them,  viz'  M'  Daniel  Horsmanden 
and  M'  Stephen  Bayard,  which  I  persuade  my  self  will  be  approved  by  his  Majesty,  for  the 
reasons  transmitted  to  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 

I  have  already  complained  of  M'  De  Lancey's  conduct,  to  the  Ministry,  &  I  hope  he  will 
be  remarkably  taken  notice  of  by  them,  as  a  person  no  way  proper  to  be  continued  in  the 
employment  he  enjoys  here,  or  in  any  other  service  under  the  Crown. 

i  am  to  acquaint  you  that  this  day  I  received  directions  from  Governour  Shirley  &  Governour 
Knowles  for  discharging  the  troops  levied  for  the  E;<pedition  against  Canada,  &  I  shall  act 
agreeably  thereto.  But  as  this  Province  has  absolutely  refused  granting  any  credit  to  the 
Crown  for  this  service  for  paying  oif  the  forces  raised,  I  shall  be  under  a  necessity  of  continuing 
my  drafts  on  the  Crown  for  that  purpose. 

As  the  principal  load  of  this  service  has  devolved  upon  me,  which  admits  of  many  articles  in 
accounts  that  will  take  up  some  time  to  adjust  &  liquidate  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  transmit  to 
his  Grace  any  particular  account  thereof,  by  this  opportunity;  further  than  a  gross  sum,  which 
I  conceive  will  be  wanted  to  discharge  all  accounts  &  demands  relative  thereto  on  my  part, 
including  the  amount  of  what  I  have  already  drawn,  in  case  His  Grace  should  be  under  a 
necessity  of  applying  to  Parliament  for  a  fund  to  answer  all  the  serv-.-es  &  expences  incurred 
upon  this  expedition. 

In  the  mean  time  I  desire  you  will  represent  to  His  Grace  that  I  will  act  the  most  frugal  part 
in  behalf  of  the  Crown  consistent  with  my  honour  &  proclamation  (or  encouraging  men  to 
enter  into  this  service  pursuant  to  his  Grace's  directions. 

I  nm  with  groat  regard.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Serv' 

G.  Clinton 

You  will  see  by  the  inclosed  Papers  wliat  lengths  the  Faction  are  carried  to  and  how  I've 
been  obliged  to  speak  to  the  Assembly  in  my  own  vindication,  and  I've  some  reason  to  think 
His  Grace's  silence  to  me  upon  the  many  matters  &  complaints  transmitted  to  him,  iucourage 
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»«y  order.  fr„„  the  Cr„„„,  „»  'h.y  Tr'i    T;  "f  ""'''  "'"  ""'  '•""^^  «i»n„er  di^avol 
To  Andrew  Stone  Esq' 


Governor  Clinton  to  tU  Duhe  of  Newcaeth. 


t^'"'-"rork.(8.P.o.)X.,60M 

My  Lord 

the  state  of  this  Province,  and  who  wfe^e'  co.  ce  noS  '  ■"  '"^  '"^"^^  '-^"^^  '•«P-«e"'ed 

His  Majesty's  service  and  the  welLe  f  the  (^^3,o„;  ll"""'"^  T  '  '■""°"  ■"  "PP-'"-  ^o 
«ga.n  that  M'  James  De  Lancey  Chief  Justice  ofThi  P  ""^  ""'*^'"  '  "'''''''y  "''  ^'''"■'^'-'^ing 
powerhoweverbaseanddishon'ourabietl  yare  to  f™^-  .-'-tiable  in  his  persuit  o'f 
to  observe  to  Your  Grace  that  this  gentl  an  sTcks  a  nlT  ?''''"  ^"'  '  "'"«^  ^'«  '«-e 
l.ov.ever  distructive  they  „, ay  be  to  l^l^^V^^^^TT''''' ''''''''''' '''''^'-' 
conceive  ,t  will  be  less  trouble  to  prevent  his  desil'  !       ^    .   government.     And  as  I 

to  suspend  him  from  his  seat  in  Counc  a  d  I  hT  o  '"  """'^  '"'"'  ^  "^"^  ^«'---d 
him  from  his  employment  as  Chief  J  n^  of  t'el  " 'T?""'^  ""'^''^"^«  »"  ^^-ove 
artfully  some  time  ago  insnared  me  to  «  a  ,t  .in.  c  '""' "'"?  '  "'"""'  '^  ''"^  -  ''e 
when  that  was  once  obtained  he  prLmrc  n.ed  ,  r'T"  "?«  «°°'  '^""^'-^'  ""^ 
-inee  has  been  attempting  to  weaken      e^'eT  Vie  C^^  '"^' ""^ -" 

unjust.hable  steps  with   the  Assen.bly,  who  are  at  .     tini  r      V    .'"'"^  ""'^  P^""*"""? 
opportunity   to    lessen    His    Majesty's   preroI^uivV     T  T,  '^""'^   "^ -■'^^''ing  at  any 

particular  take  notice  of  this  geUleLn-rZr  '    "'    '   ^'"^'   ^'°"'-  ^'•"'^«   ^i"    i" 

in  his  employment  or  in  any  ^h:;r^;r:;;:;:;^„r^C""  ""  ""^  ''^"^^^  '«  ^^  -"''-'^ 

-^^^--:^l^='::^^!^^^^                                        ^^-  inCsed  papers,  so 
l«»iUvely  r,.r,„e,l  I,., „  ,„.  Cm™  1     "  "!  '      '  "'  '"  ^' >■  °l'  "«»  ''rovin™  h,„ 

i-.u„„, to ,.i. M.,je,,y.^ ..,, :  z" 'sr ,.'';:t " "">" •  •» "'^^ -«■""■" "oop. 

;::::;, -;•..«..  or  ,„„  ....„»  .„  ,.„„  u;:.:^^:^:;:;:::;:;:;;:;:;;::;:- ";^ 

V„,„  VI.  "',i'"<-'te,  I  cannot  now  transmit  to  Vour 

48 


' ,( 


■J 

J    I 

J 


410 


NEW-YORK  COLONIAL  MANUSCRIPTS. 


.1' 


J 


Grace  the  exact  expence  that  has  and  will  accrue  upon  the  discharge  of  these  troops,  but  can 
only  mention  a  gross  sum  amounting  to  about  ,£55000  stcrl.  which  I  conceive  will  take  in  the 
whole  I  have  drawn  &  shall  be  obliged  to  draw  for,  to  answer  those  purposes,  in  case  His 
Majesty  shou'd  be  obliged  to  apply  to  Parliament  for  a  fund  to  make  good  the  same. 

I  shall  not  longer  trespass  upon  your  patience  but  refer  your  Grace  to  what  M'  Shirly  and 
M'  Knowles  shall  represent  on  the  subject  matter  of  this  service  and  the  circumstances  I  am 
under,  occasioned  by  the  faction  raised  up  in  opposition  to  my  administration,  and  which  more 
evidently  appears  in  the  conduct  of  the  Militia  this  day. 

When  I  received  orders  for  discharging  the  troops  raised  upon  the  expedition,  I  was 
apprehensive  the  frontiers  wou'd  be  too  much  exposed  to  the  incursions  of  the  enemy  when 
those  troops  were  dispersed;  therefore  I  recommended  to  the  Assembly  to  retain  800  men 
upon  the  pay  of  the  Province,  by  allowing  the  Ofticers,  that  raised  these  men,  King's  pay,  as 
the  only  probable  means  of  securing  the  men  for  that  service;  which  they  refused  to  do. 
Whereupon  I  issued  my  orders  to  the  Coll'»  of  Militia  of  the  respective  Countys  to  hold  their 
regiments  in  readiness  to  march  upon  any  emergency  or  sudden  attempt  of  the  enemy; 
accordingly  this  day  the  Militia  regiment  of  this  City  with  the  Independent  Companyes  were 
drawn  out,  and,  when  in  the  field,  my  orders  were  read  to  them  by  their  Coll.  &  Capl".  But 
every  man  unanimously  refused  to  ( ")ey  any  orders  from  the  Crown,  unless  an  Act  of  Assembly 
was  passed  in  the  Province  for  that  purpose;  which  shews  how  well  my  opinion  of  their 
levelling  and  the  republican  principles  has  heen  grounded  from  time  to  time.  I  am  with  the 
greatest  of  Itespect,  My  Lord 

Your  Graces  most  humble 
New  \ork  and  most  obedient  servant 

9-  Nov'  1747  G.  Clinton. 

P.  S.  Nothing  has  incouragcd  y'  faction  so  much  as  this,  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain 

any  thing  to  show  to  them,  signifying  His  Majest'  approbation  of  my  conduct,  or  displeasure 

of  theirs.     If  this  was  done  I  have  good  reasons  to  hope  that  the  publick  atliiirs  of  this  Province 

would  soon  put  on  a  dirterent  fate;  as  happened  in  y  beginning  of  M'  Clark's  administration 

alter  most  violent  struggle  of  partyes  and  faction. 

G.  Clinton. 
His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 


m  •>  *  >•  m 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  New-Tork  Papen,  Ilh.,  No.  a.  ] 

My  Lords 

I  have  frequently  of  late  acquainted  Your  Lordships  with  several  particulars  relating  to  the 
rise  and  Artifices  used  by  the  heads  of  a  faction  within  my  (iovernment,  in  order  to  establish 
an  independent  (iovernment  or  power  among  lliemselves,  by  t!ie  AsHemhly's  publishing  most 
infamous  atid  false  papers  ag'  me  with  no  other  view  tliun  to  alienate  the  Minds  of  His 
Majesty's  sulyecls  of  this  Colony. 
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upon  hi.„self  to  al„,ost  the  subversion  of  H  s  M  iestvf  A    T  '"'  ""  '^"''^  Dependance 

throw  the  executive  power  of  Governmentl  to     fh'  \^TT''  '"'  '^  *"'^  ^'"'^•'^^"'"^^  «o 
Govern.nent  in  all  cases  where  mony  irwanS     owev"  '  '"  "'''^  '°  '^'^'^'^^^  ''' 

the  Welfare  of  the  Province,  and  I  L  now "o^^i     e7     -u  hTT^'   "  "'^  ""J^^*'^''  ^'^^'^  & 
to  accomplish  his  points  in  view,  and  to  est.  h  sh  h  s  r  ^■''»^'''"'''"  will  stick  at  nothing 

When  I  perceived  the  Factions  PowerTr'  ^.  1 1  \  h'T  r '"'  "'""'"■""  ^""^'f"-- 
of  the  Council,  from  all  his  Employmen  s  Tso  e     f  ,  '     '  •    "''""'"'  '''  Horsmanden,  one 
for  the   like  and   other   reaso„r(whi  h   i     ."  „o  P""'^''^'^' ^^'^»-  in  the  Faction,  and 

suspended  M-"  Stephen  Bayard  and  I  im  .„,  T        ^'■'''"'""'  ^"  '''»"'•  ^^"rdships)  I 

be  obliged  also  to  auspeL     l/L  I e^     '  ones  .  "'""^  ''  ''""^  ^"^''^'"'^  '"«^  »'"'"' 
greater  height.  ^  '"   ''"P*^'  '°  P'-«^«^«t  this  Faction  coming  to  any 

King's  pay,  as  the  c^,ly  probable  m       s  :<  ^  '"'?     "  '''''''''  ''""  '"'"'  '''"■^''^  ''^«-  droops 

to  .10.  whereupon  I  is  ueTn^    r Z     ;';,?" 'I'^'  '^  7"^."'"^  -rvice.  which  they  refused 
hold  their  Iteg^  i„  readiness  V^Z.     t     n  hX  w  rn  "'  '"  "^^^^'^^  ^"""'^^  ^» 

attempt   of  the   enemy.      Accordindv    thU    n        „  '-^  "''°"  ""'^  """^^g^^-'cy  or  sudden 

Independent  Company!  were  Zv   'out       di:^'    the    M,  ,t,a   Reg'   of  this   City    with    the 
by  their  respective  Captains,  a  ;;;':''"'  '"  ',"  '  ""  '"^  "'^^^  "^^«  ^"'^  ^"  ^"-» 

Crown  unless  an  Act  of  Ass        ly  1 4^,''  ",::;;'';;;':;'>'  if'-''  '«  ^^'^T  -7  or.iers  fron.  the 
I  conclude  ,he  Militia  of  the  other  C.untvs  wi  1  t"     T"""  '""■  '""'  '""P^^"'  ^'"'^''''y 

Allegiance  the  l>eople  of  .his  P  o  i  e      '  ,1!         1         """'".    ''"^  '"''''"'"^^  ^''^^  -'•"'^ 
■evening  am,  repu^an  Principles  Z^Z ::::^Z:;  ^J^^  '"^  -'""  "'  ^'- 

iu:;:'^:,:::^;::::;:;::,.:  zrr^""^'' '- '''--  -''-^y  ^^-y  -"-"'-on  and 

^r  the  preservation  of  l^  cl  ^   TV'Z:^^  U  ""'T  V' ^"^^^'^'^  ^"'"-"^ 
Uur  Countenance  &  Concurrencc^n  lomi.  Ml  ''"     ""■"  ^"^^^bips  will  give  me 

I'Hnciples  in  opposition  to  U^Z^     Zl^^'^'^fT  '^V-  y^*^*^  ''"'  ^"PP"^'  «-''  '--' 
'Since  I  had  the  honour  to  wri      trVo '"   I  r'''f  ^''«  ^'^"'P''^  here  are  subject. 

Publickly  avowed  the  \eutnli  v  th     .'  ^"'"•''^'''f'^  "'« -''"'   ^ept'  last,  the  Assembly  has 

Canada.^hich,„mast^S^.  ::::;■;-, ;;7^  "  •"""'^"'"  ^'^  ^'^  '^"^  ia 
i"  time  of  War  is  hiH,  Treason      11^1'  ''"''^"'S'' Correspondence  with  the  enemy 

"-ply  concerned  in  this  V  Is  J  X  .^f  "Tr  '°  ''^"""'  '"^  ''  ""^  ^"-y  '« 
Conversation;  and  as  he  still  .2  '  \  fi  "  '•'"P----  "ropt  from  him  in  his 
Majesty's  service.  I  |,„ve  co.np  i  rof  im  t  ""  m"  "'''"""""  '"  ""  '''•'''''''  '^  "- 
continuedChief  Justice  ofthisVc;.ort^   ^1    In    ir'^'  ""  V"'''"  ""^  P'-^'P^'"  '"  ^« 
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Province,  when  this  factious  Gentleman  is  remov'd :  and  a  step  taken  to  undeceive  an  ignorant 
Multitude,  who  fi-e  taught  by  him  to  beleive  that  their  Representatives  oppose  a  Governour's 
Measures,  out  of  regard  of  saving  their  niony,  when  his  real  motives  are  his  own  Interests. 
I  am  with  very  great  Respect,  My  Lords, 

Your  Lordships  most  humble 
New  York  &  most  obedient  Servant 

10.  November  1747.  G.  Clinton. 

The  R'  Hon"''  The  Lords  Com"  for  Trade  &  Plantations. 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[New  Tork  PapcTs,  Bamllo  Gg.,  No.  218.] 

,.    ,      ,  New  York  30  Nov'  1747. 

My  Lords, 

The  many  obstructions  and  difficultys  I  have  met  with  by  a  Faction  set  up  against  His 
Majv>  Prerogative  in  the  course  of  my  Administration  (of  wiiich  I  liave  frequently  of  late 
informed  Your  Lordw)  has  made  it  absolutely  necessary  for  me  to  dissolve  the  General 
Assembly  of  this  Province,  for  the  reasons  set  forth  in  my  speech,  which  I  have  inclosed,  and  I 
beg  leave  to  refer  Your  Lordi'i"  thereto,  and  when  Your  LordPi-  have  considered  the  same, 
I  hope  You  will  be  of  opinion,  that  I  have  had  very  weighty  and  just  causes  for  doing  so. 

The  Assemblys  of  this  Province  have  long  since  taken  hold  of  every  necessity  or  want  the 
Govern'  is  in  of  their  Assistance,  to  incroach  on  the  Kings  prerogative,  and  to  assume  to 
themselves  new  power.  The  yielding  of  the  Gov"  from  time  to  time  on  the  urgency  of  affairs, 
has  only  confirmed  their  appetite  for  more  power,  so  that  now  in  every  Mony  Bill  they  pass, 
they  assume  to  themselves  the  nomination  and  appointment  to  Offices  and  the  sole  Rewarding 
to  all  services.  By  this,  they  have  in  their  power  to  oblige  and  gratifie  such  of  their  Friends 
that  disavow  the  Govern*  and  are  fond  of  Anarchy,  and  thereby  the  Crown  is  stripped  of  all 
power  to  support  itself  against  any  attempts  that  are  made  to  weaken  Govern',  so  that  now  the 
power  of  Assemblys  are  come  to  an  exhorbitant  height.  I  have  from  time  to  time  complained 
of  this  evil,  since  I  had  the  honour  to  be  intrusted  with  the  care  of  this  Province.  Nothing 
but  expedients  have  been  hitherto  tried  to  take  off  a  present  inconveniency,  and  which  only 
have  produced  greater  inconveniences. 

I  can  think  of  no  method  to  remedy  these  attempts  of  the  Assembly  on  the  Administration, 
but  either  the  interposition  of  Parliam.  nt,  or  his  Majesty's  disallowing  all  or  a  great  number  of 
the  Money  Bills,  by  which  paper  Bills  are  made  current  money,  because  it  is  in  these  Bills,  and 
in  the  application  of  the  money  that  they  incroach  on  the  Prerogative  and  rewarc'  their  Friends, 
But  if  instructions  were  given  to  assent  to  making  such  quantity  of  those  Bills  current  again 
as  shall  be  found  necessary,  under  such  conditions  as  his  Maj'''  shall  think  proper,  in  order 
to  have  a  sufficient  Fund  always  for  the  support  of  his  Govern'  during  the  currency  of  those 
Bills,  it  might  in  some  measure  check  this  growing  power.  This  I  conceive  deserves  Your 
Lord"''"  consideration. 
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11.6  Barbnrity  commiHed  in  U,.  neighbourin,  C^„™  h  ''7J=  """»"  •"d  »P««or,  of 
.gam.t  me  for  endeavouring  ,„  suppreT.  alh  or,.H  '''""""'I  "  ""J  f««"M  Faction 
M.J..  .0  do,  b,  engaging  „f  s„  nITso;  llZ tTwar    "'"  '  ™  """"^'^  "'  '^'' 

.o  w  lord-rr  M^  B,t:„:rc,:« ;"  v  Tr  ■""  ■  "=«  ■»-  ">  p-^-' ".».. »». 

Hor.n,a„de„  (.„.pe„d.d,  «r  Llta  I  '^Tal  'f'  'T'"™'  "  ""  '"""'•  ""W 
Solicitor,  Stephen  Bayard  (.uLXdWh  '     ""''''  """"J'  ""'"  Councillor  and 

Trader  with  L  Enen^;  at  Alba„,  an]  ,  ""T"  '''^"'  '"'■'''?  '''•'"8"»"  "-""-"y  a 
abandoned  hi.  Country!  negl  c  ,  'ii.  Offi  r„f  "  ^T'"^  '"  '"'''"''  ''<'''"'■  ''"  ^M 
Your  Lordrr-  to  move  H  .  »S  .'    "    ""'"'""''/"PP""  Iho  neutrality.     Therefore  t  prnv 

Province  a.  he  i»  a  dalrot'peZ  .The  T  'T  'll'"  '""  ""  """"  «"-P'»y™e„t,  nZ 
reason,  to  complain  of  U.e°r:.Tr Co^Vo-tfefn  "^ttionT"' '  ""'  '"^"^  '  '"™  *^'  "'' 

veJy^itrn'otry  r;:i::;u?i":a!ire';::h'  T'r  '■"'»"  --  ^°™'  - '--  »» 

a..i«a„ce  be  given  to'lli,  Ma^.  G    /It.         m™hu^,l7' V""  ""'-"">• -'""'li-'y 

M'  Ciive'r  Del!  „  y  ,L  0  fef  J  ::°1  °B;r"'  T  ""'"/'  '"""°"'^'  ""'■ ''  >- '-"  ■»'''  "X 
.he  Faction  would  ang  ,1  ee  „"  1  neo  "  """"  '"  '"''''°'"  '"  «"  "»  arrogance,  tha! 
upon  ,l,e  d,.,„lutio„  of  U>e  Zem  ,l!  h  T'^°,  "  „  '""'  "''  °  ''°"'™'  ■"  '>""  "Wn-and 
in  the  Province  could  nobtcTrS  "vvthou  1  A  '■b,'"  ''""f  •'"■"""•  »"«">"  •>«•-' 
-  ...  euuld  be  perawaded  -ITX'^r^l^  ^  rw^riTml- i^ 

..In."::*:":  ^-Jherioretrtir::'!"  ■ ""-  ^;'?  ""^" » ---"^  -  ^™  ->. 

tegialative  capacity,  wherein  ar^lZ:'/::    ^rreL^r/ll-rcJ,  ['■™-''  '"  '"« 
assenting  to  some  Bills  whidi  ti,«  n  i        .    .  enitrea  by  M' Coldeu  for  my  not 

.'.«-airs  an'd  the  in.n.eiLX     •  th:;::  i:    w.^  f'  ''^'  ^"^r "     ""  '''  ^'^^"'^  «^ 
(by  ti.e  Troops  raised  upon  the  yxnediHon         ''''  .'=^'"^'^'•""'^  g^'^^^'y  '^''Posed  to  the  Enemy 

i"<iuced  me  to  absent  to  this  las    no  'x',"^      '''"'^''^  "''"'""^  '"^'"^  ^'•«">'  P^'J  o'O 

with  his  Majestylr  doing  it        '  ""  ""'  ''"""^  ^"''  "'"^''  '  '-'-  -'"  P'-^^ -y  excusi 

I  nm  with  very  great  respect  —  My  Lords  ettc 

G.  Clinton 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Duke  of  Mwcmtle. 

tNew-Tork.  (8,  P.O.)  X.,  Ml.] 

My  Tiord. 

The   many  ohsfructions  &  diHicuJtys  I   have  mett  with  I ,        r 
»..«/.  rte„,at,ve  in  the  eour„  o^  my  J^Z^^I'^^JlJ^^^ZZX:  :Z 
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informed  your  Grace)  has  made  it  absolutely  necessary  for  me  to  dissolve  the  Generall 
Assembly  of  this  Province,  for  the  reasons  sett  forth  in  my  speech,  which  I've  inclosed,  and  I 
beg  leave  to  refer  your  Grace  thereto,  and  when  your  Grace  have  considered  the  same,  I  hope 
you'l  be  of  opinion  that  1  have  had  very  weighty  and  just  causes  for  doing  so. 

The  great  desire  the  People  of  this  Province  has  had  to  trade  and  corespond  with  the  enemy 
in  Canada  in  time  of  war,  and  for  that  end  become  neutrals  and  spectators  of  the  barbarity 
committed  in  the  neighbouring  Provinces,  has  established  a  very  powerfull  faction  agfiinst  me 
for  endeavouring  to  suppress  such  practices,  and  which  I  was  commanded  by  His  Majesty  to 
do,  by  engaging  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians  in  the  War.     Some  of  the  Council  are  deeply 
concerned  in  this  faction,  and  I  beg  leave  to  point  them  out  to  your  Grace.     M'  De  Lancy 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Province,  at  the  head,  Dan'  Horsmanden  (supended)  their  Secretary,  and 
Writer,  Joseph  Murry  their  Councellor  and  Sollicitor,  Stephen  Bayard  (suspended)   their 
Common  Cryer,  Phillip  Livingston  formerly  a  Trader  with  the  enemy  at  Albany,  and  altho' 
he  is  Secretary  for  Indian  Affairs  he   has  abandoned  the  Country,  neglects   his   office,  and 
supports  the  neutrality.     I  beg  your  Grace  to  move  His  Majesty  to  suspend  him  from  that 
and  all  other  employments  in  this    Province  as   he  is  a  dangerous   person  to  be  employ'd 
under  Government ;   and  mdeed  I  have  like  reason  to  complain  of  the  rest  of  the  Council 
herein  mentioned. 

Great  pains  are  taken  in  my  government  to  disavow  the  King's  authority,  and  it  ha-,  be-n 
said  by  M'  Oliver  De  Lancy  (the  Chief  Justice's  brother)  whom  he  supports  in  all  his 
arrogance,  that  the  faction  wou'd  hang  three  or  four  people  and  set  up  a  government  of  their 
own,  and  upon  the  di?  olution  of  the  Assembly  he  ask'd  his  brother  the  Chief  Justice,  whether 
attUirs  in  the  Province  cou'd  not  be  carried  on  without  an  Assembly;  to  which  the  Chief 
Justice  answered  '•  Yes,  if  the  people  cou'd  be  persuaded  into  it,  but  they  won't  care  to  part 
"  with  their  money  at  that  rale." 

The  exigency  of  affairs  and  the  immediate  safety  of  this  Province  which  became  greatly 
exposed  to  the  enemy  by  the  troops  raised  on  the  expedition  being  discharged  without  being 
wholly  paid  off,  induced  me  to  assent  to  this  last  provision  and  money  Bill;  which  I  hope  will 
plead  my  excuse  with  His  Majesty  for  doing  it. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  respect.  My  Lord, 
Your  Graces  most  obedient 
New  York  ^^^^  ,^,^3^  h,j,„ble  Servant 

30NovM747.  .,    P, 

O.  Clinto\. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 


^    ■!    »  «».^- 


(Copy) 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Duke  of  Xewca«tU. 

[  New-York  ( 8. 1'.  0.)  X.,  f)19.  ] 

Fort  George  in  New  York  Jan''  30"'  174[. 


My  Lord. 

Sinre  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  Your  Grace  the  troops  raised  upon  the  Expedition  for 
the  reduction  of  Canada  were  discharged  the  31"  Oct'  last  pursuant  to  Governour  Shirley  and 


\ 
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Graces  letter  of  the  9'"  AnHI  i7ifi  n„  i  i  » ™'."^'^''  °"  "''»'  head,  .    reeable  to  your 

other  recourse  left  for  their  snnnort  fhnn  n  ^         j        «^».seves  out  ot  all  business  &  have  no 

end  .vera,  of  the  c^z:z:i^z:^::^'^:]  "^''f-'y^^T'-- '''  ^^'^•^ 

His  Majesty  i„  his  forces  at  home  o  .  b  oad  !nll'  '"  f'^  ''  ^'  ^''''^'^  '''  ^^ 
Lardships  they  must  suffer  if  tlTev  nre  ,^1  .  ,  r  T'  ^''^''^''^y  acquainted  with  the 
then.  /a,l  others  tha  h  ve  „  cer  I  :«  Lr  ,Mr  .2  ',  ■  '''^  ''"'^  °'  recommending 
I  persuade  myself  that  when  ti;.r    a  e tfu  1 ":"  ^^^^^^^^  ^S^--'  ^ 

wM  be  graciously  pleased  to  con.der  their  ^er^viTarril  ;t  ^^^Je  rVn:;  ^^"^'  '' 

I  was  m  hopes  to  have  been  able  to  transmit  to  your  (irace  by  this  onnor,  li.  ^' 
of  the  exact  expence  th.  Crown  has  been  it  for  .h/«  .         ■  "PP^-^t^n'ty  »"  account 

<s:^  M  .•  f  I    ,■  '^"""  "''^  "*'«^»  at  for  the  several  services  incurred  for  the  use  of  th^ 

but  M  Ihe    ,„„ps  were  po.led   i„   diRr.,,!  p„r«  of  the   Frontier,  of  t  ,e  1^,™ T .; 
con„derable  d,«„„ce  from  l.o,„e  *  „„„y  ,„di„„.  j,  cbri,„„„,  were  out  l„  p.i7     hn"„„t 
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my  directions  to  Colonel  Roberts  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Albany  (who  acted  quite 
prudently  on  the  occasion)  to  preserve  the  men  in  temper:  otherwise  many  terrible 
consequences  would  have  ensued  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Provinces,  by  the  disbanded  men, 
besides  the  great  confusion  it  must  have  thrown  the  Indians  into,  whereby  they  might  have 
been  tempted  to  revolt  to  the  French,  as  finding  themselves  no  longer  protected  by  us.  This  I 
foresaw  and  consequently  took  care  to  prevent,  &  I  am  well  pleased  that  my  intentions  had 
the  desired  effect. 

As  Coll.  Roberts  has  all  along  endeavoured  to  promote  his  Majesty's  service  while  upon 
command,  I  beg  once  more  to  recommend  his  services  to  vour  Crace,  either  by  giving  him  a 
rank  in  the  service  adequate  to  that  of  Lieutenant  Colonel,  which  he  held  upon  this  Expedition 
or  such  other  preferment  or  employment  as  to  Your  Grace  shall  seem  meet. 

I  must  injustice  to  Mayor  Rutherford  beg  leave  to  recommend  his  s  vice  also,  and  likewise 
Coll.  Johnson's  great  services  among  the  Indians,  who  remains  still  with  them  at  great  expence, 
fatigue  &  trouble,  &  runs  a  great  risque  of  his  life  &  fortune  ;  but  was  he  not  to  continue 
amongst  them  I  have  reason  to  dread  the  consequences  of  the  sudden  discharge  of  these  troops. 
I  am  with  very  great  respect,  My  Lord, 

Your  Graces  most  obedient 
humble  servant 

To  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  (>.  Clinton. 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  DuJce  of  Neivca-stle. 

[Now-Tork,  (S.  p.  O.,)  X.,  5M.  ] 

My  Lord  Duke. 

I  am  honoured  with  your  Grace's  letter  of  the  27"-  Octob'  last,  with  my  leave  of  absence 
inclosed,  for  which  favour  I  am  infinitely  obliged  to  your  Grace.  At  the  same  time  your  Grace 
has  signified  to  me  His  Majesty's  pleasure  in  appointing  Chief  Justice  de  Lancey  Leiu« 
Governor  of  the  Province  with  a  commission  to  be  delivered  to  him  at  my  leaving  my 
Government.  By  this  appointment  I  conceive  Your  Grace  had  not  received  my  letters 
transmitted  in  Scarborough,  nor  the  dispatches  from  Gov'  Shirley  and  M'  Knowles,  otherwise 
I  perswade  my  self  it  cou'd  not  have  been  done. 

M'  De  Lancy  has  strongly  opposed  me  in  all  the  measures  I  undertook  for  his  Majesty's 
service  in  the  late  expedition  against  Canada  for  the  sake  of  an  abominable  neutrallity  the 
people  of  this  Province  wanted  to  enter  into  with  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians  and  the  French 
in  Canada,  which  I  have  fuliy  explained  to  your  Grace  in  my  former  letters,  and  by  his  means 
and  influence  I  have  mett  with  the  most  cruell  undeserved  treatment  that  possibly  cou'd  be 
given,  both  by  Council  &  Assembly,  excepting  M'  Golden,  M'  Kenedy  and  M'  Rutherford 
of  the  Council  who  have  supported  me  as  much  as  in  their  power  for  the  interest  and  service  of 
his  Majesty  against  a  violent  faction  in  which  M'  De  Lancy  has  been  the  principal  actor  and 
continues  so  to  be. 
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""Oh  power,  »„d  ,„osi  p„„p|,  now  plat  y  di  cl,  Zf  ^  V''.''  "^'""^  «l ready  too 

at,  by  his  ungratefull  belmvLr  to  me^ld  ^h        i  ""  ""'>'  '"'  P"""'  '»  "»»  »™i"g 

hf.  brother  l„  ,„„,  for  .„.,  ,1L';  p7„',  ",,  ',  pre  "  17:7™""';™'".""  ■■•""  ^»"- 
-  u„e..y  ,0  .y  Administration  in'order  t  ^01.  ml  r'^  nt'I.T"'''  "  '"  """'  '°  """"' 
by  being  J,eiu.  Governo,.r  during  niv  .tnv  here  whlh  b!  T  .  ,  °  ""*"""'  "•'  •""'«" 
his  friend,,  with  a.,nrance.  that'hi,'i2erw'o"'  lp„  ,:;"r''^  """""'"  ''""■'  "-"" 
in  opposition  to  me.  "opport  any  measures  or  steps  he  undertooli 

wherein  I  had  carried  the  choice  of  «7v"r!ll  ''"'J'""^,  ^'"'^  ^""''"g  on  for  a  new  Assembly, 
to  His  Majesty's  interest  and  welt  of  T  T"  ^  \Countyes  that  were  well  attached 
others,  but  that  messenger"  were  in  mln!  ^  °  '. '"'^  '''''"  '^  '^"^^  '""''''^'^  ^'^h  many 
news  of  M'  De  Ws  be  „rm.d    lI  .'r    "^       '"'"''l'  ^'""^"^  °"^  '''^  P^^'"-  -^'h  the 

reeoiiir.r;':;s^'r:cyr;;urcr  ^'r  '^ '--  ^^-^^^-^^  ^••-'-'^  -^^  ^^^  ^^^ 

a  man  level.er  in  principles  wit  .alch^oH  ^'^"''V/'^^""'-'  notwithstanding  he  knows  him  to  be 
Grace.     In  this  I  U  -^k  Si   iw/l       .       .'^".'f '^''  "'  '  ^""'^  ^'  ''''"°"'- '°  ^^P-^^^^"*  to  Your 

greatest  reason  to  hope  for  hil     movV  1^  m  '^  ^°"'"'''''='  ^'"  ^'^'"'^  '  ^ave  the 

deliver  his  commissio  ,  uno     my Te  v  nf  he'  P  '°  ^"t'  ^°"^  ^"^«'«  °^^«"  -'  t° 

to  stay  much  longer  here  y  t    L  r  ifu    M^  0";"'""' V" /'''°'  ''  "  ^"^^  ^'-g-able 
willing  to  stay  till  I  have    he  Lno  r  n  t        r         -    ""'^  ^     "  ^  ^'  ^''"'''^^'^  ""^  ^°^'  ^  ^'^ 

will  greatly  suffer  thereby  If  he  i,  allowed  .rgovern'  °      '""'"  '"  *''  ''"'""'"' 

for  any  „,o,e  place,  in  this  P™    Llrlnl  mv  w""'"  """  ""'  ""  ''"°"'"'  '»  °PP')' 

manyfreedom.^„mydi.advant:;:;:rl"::^Ta  r:;":ur::;:sid::'.'  '■•  ^"  ""•'  - 
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be  left  to  his  mercy  when  I  gc,tht;re'')re  in  justice  to  those  gentlemen  I  hope  plead  my  excuse 
for  the  length  of  this.     1  am  with  the  greatest  of  respect,  my  Lord  Duke, 

Your  Graces  most  humble 
Fort  George's  at  New  York  and  most  obedient  Servant 

13'"  Feb'y.  1747.  G.  Clinton. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 

(Indorsed)  "  Rec'*  2.  of  May  1748." 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Bxike  of  Newcastle. 

[New-Tork.  (8.  P.  O.,)  X.,  529.] 

My  Lord. 

I  have  received  the  honour  of  Your  Graces  letter  of  the  27"- October,  acknowleding  the  rec'  of 
my  letters  to  the  23''  July  last.  It  gives  me  the  highest  satisfaction  that  His  Majesty  has  been 
pleased  to  approve  of  my  care  and  attention  to  His  service,  to  which  I  shall  ever  keep  attached 
at  all  events,  as  well  from  inclination  as  duty,  notwithstanding  the  opposition  I  met>'  '' :;  ■  om 
His  Majesty's  subjects  in  this  Province. 

I  have  acquainted  your  Grace  in  what  ..uui  t''^  'i-K^p"  rai"'  s  k"  ....  Expedition  ngr  nst 
Canada  under  my  command,  wer^  .isoanded,  which  I  hope  .  m  be  approved  of,  as  I  took  the 
most  prudent  steps  to  preser  ^  the  Province  from  the  insult  of  a  body  of  men,  er.r?"?'  .1  with 
disappointments,  and  a*-  no»v  drawing  bills  on  the  Payma  Ver  to  satisfie  their  resentments, 
which  I  pray  your  '.ace  may  be  punctually  paid ;  and  as  ^;  Shirley  has  given  Certificates  to 
the  Officers  ii  >  a  government  for  tlieir  pay,  I  am  doing  the  lu.  t?  the  Officers  asstmbled  here, 
u3  some  F  ..sfaction  to  them  for  present,  till  I  can  transmit  my  ace  -.uit  properly  liquidated  for 
the  whole,  which  I  am  now  labouring  with  all  the  dispatch  in  my  powtr:  ■'■!l  [it]  is  not  to  be 
express'd  what  time  trouble  and  oxpence  attends  the  same,  as  the  troops  under  my  command 
were  all  along  upon  actual  service  and  many  of  them,  in  conjunction  with  the  Indians,  had 
often  skirmishes  with  the  enemy  in  different  parts  on  the  frontiers  of  this  Province. 

I  am  sensible  the  preservation  of  the  Indiana  on  this  occasion  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
His  Majesty's  service,  and  to  the  security  of  all  his  colonies  in  North  America;  and  as  I  have 
omitted  nothing  that  can  conduce  thereto,  I  shall  observe  your  Graces  directions  on  that  head. 
At  the  same  time  I  am  obliged  to  tell  Your  Grace  that  this  service  has  and  will  occasion  a  very 
great  expence  to  the  Crown,  as  the  French  in  Canada  use  all  artifices  and  bribes  to  bring  them 
over  to  their  interest,  in  order  to  annoy  our  settlements. 

When  the  presents  ordered  for  the  Indians  arrive,  I  shall  lake  care  to  distribute  them  in 
such  manner  as  will  tend  most  to  His  Majesty's  service,  and  upon  all  occasions  Your  Grace  may 
be  assured  that  I  will  use  my  utmost  endeavours  with  the  Assembly  of  this  Province  to  enable 
me  to  promote  His  Majesty's  service,  and  to  carry  on  a  scheme  at  the  joint  expence  of  this 
Province,  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  Connecticut  to  annoy  the  enemy  in  their  own  settlements, 
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with  the  assistance  of  the  Indians;  for  which  end  I  made  the  Assembly  the  inclosed  Speech 
at  the  opening  of  their  Session.  «peecn 

I  aiu  with  the  greatest  of  respect 
My  Lord, 
jyr       Y    k  ^"'"''  Grace's  jnost  obedient 

24"-  Feb'  1747  humble  Servant 

G.  Clinton. 

P.  S.  I  observe  by  your  Grace's  letter  to  Gov'  Shirley,  that  the  security  of  the  Indians  is 
a  so  strongly  recommended  to  him.  and  as  I  had  appointed  Coll.  Johnson,  Coil,  of  them  when 
the  Lxped.fon  was  going  forward,  I  propose  to  continue  him  over  them  in  thltC.'prc  tv 
as  none  upon  the  Continent  can  influence  them  to  continue  stedfast  to"h    r    „g„geZu 

myd^'g::.'"^^^"''""""'  ^"'  '  ^'"  ^"^«  ^°"^«--  -»  »>-  '''  Shirley's  sSont; 
His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  &<=  &-=  &■=  ^*  Clinton. 


Governour  Clinton  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

t  Now-Tork  Ptpen,  Ilh.,  No.  6.  ] 

My  Lords 

Since  I  did  myself  the  honour  of  writing  to  Your  Lordships,  I  have  been  closely  employed 
(n  conjunction  w.th  Governour  Shirley)  to  promote  a  service,  which  His  Majesty  has  been 
p  e  ed  to  recommend  to  us,  by  Undertaking  some  expedition  ag'  the  Frfench  Forts  fn  Canad" 
;L;:::ieril:er"  --^^^^-  ^^-  -^  ->-  of  mdlans  .  th^r  Ames  in  t 

ZlT^TT'^u  "'^l'^  ""'  '^"""""^  ^^^"'"^'y  "''  »^'«  P^o^'"''^  together,  and  made  them 
the  closed  .speech,  and  since  that  have  acquainted  them  that  if  they  would  join  with  th^ 
neighbounng  Colonies  and  enter  upon  any  Enterprise  of  this  kind,  thej^  should  be  eare  o  \ 
large  Article  of  the  Expence  vis'  that  of  protecting  the  Indians  and  engaging  them  „g  1  the 
common  enemy,  together  with  assurances,  that  I  would,  in  conjunction  with  Gov'  S  r  e! 
nuuntain  any  Forts  that  might  be  taken  from  the  enemy  at  the  Expence  of  the  Crown,  mZ 
Majesties  pleasure  was  known,  which  I  conceive  were  extraordinary  Inducements  fo  th 
Assembly  to  s^iew  their  Zeal  for  His  Majesties  service,  as  the  visible  Interest  of  t  lis  I  te 
neighbouring  Colonies  depends  much  upon  the  success  of  such  undertakings.  Notwithstnnd  g 
of  which  tey  would  only  declare  themselves  in  general  Terms,  that  this  Colonie  oult  f 
joyn  with  the  other  Colonys  on  the  continent  for  the  mutual  Defence  and  Annoyance  o    the 

I>  int     t    he    i^^-  '^  ^'^^Conuecticut.  to  carry  on  an  Enterprize  against  the  French  Fort  at  Crown 
I  o.nt  at  the  j„  ,.t  Expence  of    the  three  Colonies,   before  they  expected  or  heard  of  anv 

^rx  uL  trr  '^  n"  'v"^  """'"'^  "^  "'^  ^"^^^'^'«  ^"^''^"  ^'-"  -  \^^^ 

Btrength  for   the  Reduction  of   that  Fortress,  or  to  go  upon   any  other   Enterprize   ag-   the 
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French  ;  which  is  a  plain  Demonstration  to  me,  That  this  Province  does  not  want  to  annoy 
the  French  in  Canada,  but  rather  to  preserve  the  neutrality,  which  M'  Shirley  and  I  have  so 
frequently  complained  of  in  publick  here,  as  well  as   my  Representations  thereon  to  Your 
Lordships  in  my  former  letters,  as  conceiving  the  same  to  be  of  a  most  mischievous  consequence 
to  all  the  Colonys,  and  my  opposing  so  shamefull  a  Scheme  has  occasioned  to  me  so  much 
trouble  in  my  Government  by  a  Faction  that  were  favourites  thereof,  and  had  not  M'  Golden 
greatly  assisted  me  in  suppressing  their  Designs,  many  Barbarities  must  have  been  committed 
on  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Neighbouring  Governments  before  now  ;   and  I  have  great  reason  to 
beleive  that  the  Chief  Justice  of  this  Province  (i)y  his  Influence  as  a  Leveller)  obstructs  all 
Measures  that  can  be  offered  for  His  Majesty's  Service,  however  willing  M'  Shirley  and  I  may 
be  to  carry  them  on  ;  But  that  Your  Lordships  may  be  the  better  acquainted  with  my  endeavours 
to  forward  this  service  I  have  Inclosed  the  Votes  &  Proceedings  of  this  Assembly  since  the 
last  Dissolution  to  the  time  of  their  adjournment,  together  with  Extracts  of  some  Letters  from 
Gov  Shirley  &  Colonel  Johnson  touching  the  Indians,  to  shew  Your  Lordships  what  trouble 
the  care  of  those  Tribes  occasion  ;  and  finding  them  uneasy  at  the  intended  Expedition  against 
Canada  being  laid  aside,  and  hearing  they  have  had  very  warm  Invitations  from  the  Gov' 
of  Canada  &  his  priests  to  go  thither  this  Spring,  or  as  soon  as  possible,  I  have,  by  the  advice 
of  Gov  Shirley  &  His  Majesty's  Council  of  this   Province,  sent   Colonel   Johnson  with  a 
considerable  Guard  into  the  Indian  Country  to  stop  their  Journey,  with  orders  to  make  them 
Presents,  and  to  compleat  some  Forts  begun  for  the  protection  of  their  Wives  and  children,  & 
at  the  same  time  engaged  them  with  a  suitable  number  of  Christians  in  Acts  of  Hostility 
against  the  Enemy,  with  Instructions  also  to  Col.  Johnson  to  assure  them  that  very  considerable 
Presents  shall  be  given  to  them  this  summer  from  His  Majesty  as  an  instance  of  his  love  and 
care  for  them,  w'"  His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  send  over  to  my  care  for  that  purpose. 

1  am  still  under  the  necessity  of  informing  Your  Lordships  that  the  Assembly  of  this  Province 
continue  to  encroach  upon  the  powers  of  the  Crown  in  the  appointment  of  all  their  Officers, 
and  have  lately  (among  others)  named  one  M'  Charles  Agent  for  the  Province,  without  my 
knowledge,  privity  or  consent,  otherwise  than  by  telling  me.  they  had  made  provision  for  this 
Gentleman,  being  recommended  by  Sir  Peter  Warren  ;  and  as  they  inserted  his  Salary  in  the 
Bill  which  gives  my  support  I  was  obliged  either  to  yield  to  their  method  of  appointing  an 
Agent,  or  go  without  my  own  Appointments.  I  fiud  that  this  Gentleman  is  to  act  for  the 
Assembly  mdependent  of  the  Governor  &  Council,  which  to  me  is  a  very  extraordinary 
proceeding:  Therefore  I  humbly  move  Your  Lordships,  that  you'l  be  pleased  not  to  suffer  M' 
Charles  as  Agent  of  this  Colony  to  prefer  any  Memorial,  Representation  or  Instructions  from 
the  Speaker  of  this  Assembly,  or  from  a  Committee  of  said  Assembly  without  my  concurrence 
&  assent  thereto  signified  to  Your  Lordships  by  Letter  concerning  the  same.  I  am  with  very 
great  respect.  My  Lords, 

Your  Lordships  most  humble 
^^ry°^!^  &  most  obedient  Servant 

22'  ^P"l  17*8  G.   ClNTON. 
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Sir. 


Ooveimor  Shirley  to  Governcn-  Clintov.. 

[New- York  Papen,  Ilh.,  No..T.] 


lioh  concerns  .he  pltZV^ZtZfTt  V,'  """'  '>'' ■*-»'*••  ■■"'". 

for  our  concerting  p  op.    2  „^e7in  "^  f«-  ^^         ' '"""'"', '"'"""  "'  ""-^  '"'  ""'"'''" 
shal]  be  Bl,d  „r  both  ir  vT,!  p      n,  """  °"  '"'«"«"  "Hb  Hie  Indians,  I 

.ni.ab,e  i  clve„t«  VZ  TcZZ"'"  °'  "'  "  '"*  ""'  ""''  ' '"««  "'  -^  ^'  -" 

beet  Jo::„mei';;';"o?bv  H!:;i,f :;?"  i  "r  '■'"■"•  "^^  •""""«-"•  <"  "^'«'>  -a. 

HOW  w.,;,rLl^t-r.r/^^^^^^^^^ 

bindeH       .be      s^^^^^^^^^^ 

13  ot   the   utmost   consequence   to    be   undertaken   fnrilnx-ifi,    f^,  ■  -    ^PPrenension 

Majesty's  Interest.  unaertaken   lorthwith   for   securing  yMndians   in  iiis 


March  2""  1741- 


W"  Shirley. 


Governor  Shirley  to  Governor  Clinton. 


Sir. 


[  New-Tork  P.pert,  ffi,.,  No.  7.] 


leas,  conci,  "d  in   he  U  e  Co™    t  '    ""'"  ""'  '  ''°P'  "■"  """  Covernmen.s  a. 

evenls,  S  that  „e  sha  1  l«ed  n  ,        T       ?°"  ""  '"''""''"°"  "8"'""  '"■""'  '""i"'  «  "" 
a.  .be  ^arryin/pirirrsa;:;  pt:;.,'""'""  *°  "°""'"""°"  °'  ""'^"^  "  ■"""«  ^»" 
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I  think  it  very  proper  to  press  upon  tiie  Governments  of  New  Jersey  &  Pensilvania  to 
contribute  tiieir  pro|)()rtion  of  Men  &  Money  towards  tlie  Enterprize  against  Crown  J'oint,  & 
will  join  with  Your  Excel!''  in  doing  it  as  soon  as  it  is  certainly  agreed  by  the  three  principal 
Governments  in  this  Afl'air,  that  an  Enterpri/e  shall  be  carry'd  on  before  which  I  am  afrayd 
it  would  be  done  to  a  disadvantage ;  But  I  cannot  see  then  how  they  can  decently  stand  out, 
when  His  Majesty's  declared  pleasure  in  y''  case  shall  be  urged  upon  'em  ;  and  I  think  New 
York  may  on  that  account  be  the  most  convenient  place  for  a  congress  of  the  Commissioners 
from  all  the  Governments  propos'd  to  be  compris'd  in  the  agreeTnent,  &  shall  accordingly 
recommend  it  as  such  to  tlie  Assembly ;  And  should  the  other  Goverments  not  accede  to  the 
Agreement  between  New  York,  the  Massachusetts  &  Connecticut,  I  am  of  Opinion  to  proceed 
upon  the  Enterprize  without  'em,  as  those  three  Colonies  have  doubless  sufficient  strength  to 
carry  it  on  elfectualiy. 

1  am  entirely  of  opinion  that  the  Forts  should  be  finished  for  the  protection  of  y*^  Indians  as 
proposed  by  Your  Exceily  &  that  the  engaging  Col.  Johnson  to  go  among  y"  six  nations  with 
an  Interpreter,  to  prevent  their  going  to  Canada  in  the  .Spring  and  to  prepare  them  for  their 
joining  us  in  the  Enterprize  against  Crown  I'oint,  and  his  making  'em  the  presents  propos'd 
by  Your  Excelly  and  compleating  the  Forts  begun  are  measures  extreamly  well  ^incerted  & 
indeed  necessary  for  retaining  the  Indians  in  His  Majesty's  Interrest,  &  I  am  of  opinion  that 
'till  the  tlie  Enterprize  against  Crown  Point  is  ripe  for  Execution,  the  Indians  with  a  suitable 
number  of  Christians  joined  with  'em  should  be  kept  constantly  employ'd  in  Acts  of  Hostility 
against  the  Enemy,  for  which  the  Indians  should  have  a  proper  allowance  by  way  of  pay  or 
present,  or  in  some  other  'Viethod,  of  which  Your  Excell''  is  the  best  Judge. 

W"'   SHIHLKy. 

March  2^"'  Hi-} 


Colonel  Jf>/t)i\-on  to  Ooi'cnior  Clinton. 

[  Ni-M-York  I'liiMra.  nil.,  No.  8.] 

(Extract  of  Col'  Johnson's  Letter,  dated  H;"*  March  1717) 

May  it  I'lease  Your  Excel!'' 

As  it  is  my  duly  to  iU'(|uaint  Your  Excel!''  with  what  passes  here,  in  relation  to  the  service 
and  taking  this  to  be  an  All'air  of  great  Moment,  lliDUght  proper  to  send  you  the  lull  account 
p'  Express  w"^^''  is  this;  The  Ou'scouts  who  went  to  scour  t!ie  woods  and  make  further  Discoveries 
after  y"  first  alarm,  were  in  two  parlies,  one  consisting  of  three  Christians  and  three  Indians, 
the  idher  of  twenty,  aiiout  two  of  the  (;iock  in  tlie  morning  the  former  were  Siirpriz'd  by  a 
party  of  al)()ut  30  of  the  enemy,  mostly  (."oghn.iwages.  upon  which  one  of  the  Moiiawks  called 
Gingego  (the  Chief  Warriour  of  all  the  Six  Nations)  being  awake  hear'd  the  noise  of  them 
approaching  with  Snow  Shoes,  awaken'd  the  rest  inunediately,  desiring  them  to  stand  to  their 

arms,  and  light  like  Men,  hut  they  perceiving  the   E iiy  to  he  too  powerfull  took  to  Flight, 

whereupon  the  Coglinawagfs  eallM  out  to  e.nli  other  in  their  language,  pursue  them,  pursue 
thuni,  we  are  men,  we  will  have  them  all ;  (lingego  &  another  Mohawk  wlio  liad  got  behind  u 
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instantly,  cutt  of  their  noses  e r  nd  in  .  .  '  "'^'  ''""  ''"•""  '"""'^  ""'  ^-''^^  ^'-^ 
wh.n  found  they  were  Iml  I  ted  A^  U  h  "  ''""'^  "'  "  ^^''^'^  ^"  "^  «-■  -  that 
then  sett  then/on  the!  hud  r  'in  .r:  ^'"'V'"':"^^'-'  ^''^  '""'>-  ">'>st  .rightfuliy.  and 
-a.ped  a  Youn,  Dutchman  wt,  '^^ZlT'Z  T  '^7  "^^'  ''''  ''''  ''''  * 
ti.e  six  but  two  es.np'd  their  barha  tv  Z  of  ,  ,  'T'^.  """""^•-  ''^'•^"■"•■••'  ««  ^'at  out  of 
Mohawk,  who  h.y  awl.ile  conceal  LVr J  I';;.?;'"'''"'  '''  T''  '  '''''  "^'^^ 
I.e  dropt,  this  day  a  party  of  (iftv  Indi-        J  ''^"^'°  ''""''  "''''"  ^^'""'^  f^^-^ore 

and  heads,  and  are  he're,  now  u^  at  mv  l"  '""''  ^'""'""  ""^"" ''  ^^•'•"  ^'^  ^^"'l'- 
t..e  Indians  to  such  a  degree  Z^^^^rT^'Z:^;;^^:  "7  '", '''''  '^'''^  '''  ^"-^- 
is  all  my  Fault,  by  bringing  then,  so  far  it.  he  Wr  7  '  "  ','""  "'"  '''  '^'"'"^  "^'^  '' 
vvl.entheyarenn.rther-dSn^urcnuse.      dw  a        I^^^^^^^^  '"'^^^  "»  "^'P  ^-'  "^ 

with  them  when  th.v  heard  the  \ew   Twh^i   i,            r        ^  ""'  ^''-■'  "  '^'""  '"  ««  ''''""S 

to  Schenectady,  there  got  a  -ew  .n:ri  ^w:  JX  T'^";^?  """' T  '"^"^  ^"^^'  ^^'^ 
Col.  Schuyler,  altho' he  had  orders  Iron,  Vour  1^     ^u    ,;  !      j  ^  "•  '"""  ' 

sent  a  line,  nor  the  least  orders  to  -.nv  nd!        ■       .     .  ""  '"  .■^■"'l"'t'ss,  never 

tl.em,  who  by  allo.n.  w  o  l."  T  7  '"  "  ''"'  f"'"^'  '"''  ''^'""  ^^■»"'''  »••''-  «'-  of 
request  of  al  the  „  "o  nJ^  V  '  u''  T  7:^'^''  '^'""  '  '"'"  "^  '^  ''^  "'«  — ' 
ti>.'n.  on  any  sudd  n  ^e^.  r*.  vi;  M  t''n'  ^7^  "  ^^'f  "^ '" --"  "- wi.h 
order  a  number  of  nnMUolfr^lrt/^^'^^^^^^^^/^  -nmediately  on  some  way.  to 

Kxcell.  that  altho'  ,he;  le  er  'r  "n  >  "'""'"  '^"'^  ""  '"''^■''  '"  "^-'^  ^  «- 
will  be  so  dejected  „nl  C::?t  we  .  r^v':  '"""'  '•"'''  '^  ""^^  ^'"''^'•'  ^'•^'"  "-^ 
«"»'  In.iian   to  assist  us)  for  tl  ei    ( Vv  ,  ^     ''  ""  ^"'  '''  '"''"  """•^  '"  "'''^  »"  ^^t 

ti.m  out  with  such  snJi ;';  ^l::^:.:^  ZT '"""  ^'"^'•^•'"'  "^  ^^'"""« 

other  hand  in  my  opinion  th  r.-  never  could  be  ,r,i.  '""'"'  f  '"  "'""'•  '"'"  ""  ^''« 

"-  stead.s.ly  in  the  British  Interest,  ul!' ^u  '  I  ^  i::;;^'  ;;;:;;:1  ?"  ^""^Z""- 
power  to  assist  them  with  such  a  number  of  brisk   Men    J  '^  '  ^ 

overpower  such  parties  of  the  enen.y  as  .  •  K  ro  ,  "">'  ''^ «'"'-'*"'  to  engage  and 
4  hundred  .Men.  &  then    \rms   Am    u.^',        .' "■''^■'  ''''"''"*'''''"•"  ^■■^^•''•-■'Is  «  or 

«.ad  to  know  bow  .i^^ ^;::::z::::z  'z::i::\z:r-;TV^ 

are  to  n.arch  whenever  re.p.ire.l  wi.bout  nay  or  not  '  .  <  .  *^  ''""","'  ^^''^""'^  "''T 
tlu.y  are  not  to  move  wi.llou,   pay.  if  t  a t  Ts  y^'     1  t  ^     '       '^'"' ""  "'" ''"■"^" 

provision  made  ,or  then..  I  bo  e  our  c  11  vvi  1  n .'  7  '  ■"  7'''"'"'  "'"*'  '"  "" 
-'•J-t.   »."t  as   I   plainly   percei  e    the  gre^    ec     'L'^  ',  "'V'"""""^    ""    '""«    ""    ""■» 

ac,uain,n.g  Vour   Kxcei. 'thereo       ml  '       .  '^,:',:"'"   '  '"^•""""'  ^•"'"''  ""'   --' 

will    be  no   possibility  „f  continuing   in    t    .s  '  s.r    .,:':;  ^^l^^^'  ^^'^^^^^^   '  — 

^>""'  ••">• -r.'xi.i.-.ted    beginning  portends  a  bloody  1"!        1  ^     '"'"'""""■^'  ''"•   ""« 

takes  up  all   n.y  attention  at  present    ,nge,hrw,r:u|-   7,^^^       '  """'    "   ""''  -'""'^ 

""t   time  t..  write  Your    Kxce  1^  «„    ..It    '   '      ,  ^^  *'"  ^'"•"»""""s  regularly  I  have 

«-n..i  a«  «oon  as  possibi:.  '.riL:  :'L !  ^  ^ ;;;::;;: :;;,::";"  ;r  ""^"^.  "•  *•"•  ••- 

only  best  time  could  ever  he   on  accu' of  ibis  M.r  T'  •^'  '"'•'I'"'""',  "'"i  H'o 
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doubtless  they  will,  they  then  will  use  all  their  endeavours  to  talie  or  intercept  me,  wherefore 
I  think  it  ought  seriously  to  be  considered,  and  have  provision  made  for  such  an  undertaking ;  I 
find  since  I  have  been  from  home  there  has  been  several  Belts  of  Wampum  sent  to  the  Six 
Nations  by  a  Priest  at  Codaroghgy  earnestly  desiring  them  to  go  to  Canada  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  sent  a  very  kind  Invitation  to  Hendrick,  which  must  if  possible  be  stopped  or  else  all  other 
Endeavours  are  vain. 

W""  Johnson 


<    n    »    ti    » 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Duhe  of  Newcastle. 

[New- York.  (9.  P.  O.)  X.,585.] 

My  Lord. 

Since  I  had  the  honour  of  writing  to  your  Grace  the  24"*  February  last  (a  copy  of  w^""  I  have 
inclosed)  I  liave  taken  unwearied  pains  in  conjunction  with  GoV  Shirley  to  promote  the 
service  His  Majesty  was  pleased  to  recommend  to  us,  by  undertaking  some  expedition  ag"  the 
French  Forts  in  Canada  as  the  most  effectual  means  to  retain  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians  and 
their  allies,  in  His  Majesty's  interest. 

On  this  occasion  I  acquinted  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Province,  that  they  if  they  would 
join  with  the  neighbouring  Colonies  and  enter  upon  any  enterprize  of  this  kind,  they  shou'd 
be  eased  of  a  large  article  of  the  expence  viz'  that  of  protecting  tlie  Indians  and  engaging  them 
ag"  the  common  enemy,  together  with  assurances  that  I  woud,  in  conjunction  with  M'  Shirley 
maintain  any  Forts  that  might  be  taken  from  the  enemy  at  the  expence  of  the  Crown,  til  His 
Majesty's  pleasure  was  known,  which  I  conceive  were  extraordinary  inducements  for  this 
(Jeneral  Assembly  to  shew  their  zeal  for  His  Majesty's  service,  as  the  visible  interest  of 
this  &  the  neighbouring  Colonies,  depend  much  upon  the  success  of  such  undertakings; 
notwithstanding  of  w"^''  they  wou'd  only  declare  themselves  in  general  terms,  that  this  Colony 
ought  to  join  with  the  other  Colonies  on  the  Continent  for  their  mutual  defence  &  annoyance 
of  the  enemy,  without  regarding  what  tliey  had  before  hand  agreed  upon  with  the  Province 
of  Massachusels  [5ay  &  ('onnecticut  to  cany  on  an  enterprize  ag'  the  French  at  Crown  Point, 
at  the  joint  expence  of  the  three  Colonys,  before  they  had  expected  or  heard  of  any 
encouragement  or  bounty  to  be  given  to  the  Indians  by  His  Majesty  to  join  their  strength  for 
the  reduction  of  that  Fortress,  or  to  go  upon  any  other  enterprize  ag'  the  French  ;  which  is  a 
plain  demonstration  to  me  that  this  Province  does  not  want  to  annoy  the  French  in  Canada, 
but  rather  to  preserve  the  neutrality  which  M' Shirley  and  I  have  so  frequently  in  publick 
coniplnined  of  he  -e,  as  well  as  my  representations  thereon  to  Your  (Jrnce  in  my  former  letters, 
Its  conceiving  the  same  to  b'  of  a  most  mischievous  consequence  to  nil  the  Colonies;  and  my 
opposing  so  shamelull  a  scheme  has  on  asioued  me  so  much  trouble  in  my  government  by  a 
faction  who  were  favourites  thereof;  and  Ii.mI  uot  M' Coldeii  greatly  assisted  me  in  suppressing 
their  designs,  many  barbarities  must  have  been  committed  on  the  iidiabitaiits  of  the 
neighbouring  governments  before  n..w ;  and  I  have  great  reason  to  believ  that  the  Chief 
.lusticeof  this  Province  (hy  his  influence  as  a  Leveller)  obstructs  all  me;  es  that  can  be 
offered  lor  His  Majesty's  service,  however  willing  M'  Shirley  and  1  are  to  carry  tliem  on. 
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his  priests  to  go  thnhe7 Z  ZV^Zlu   V^"  '"^'""''«"« '••°'"  the  Gov' of  Canada  & 

Indian  country  to  stop  the  r  ZreV  !  ,H  '  ,  "^  "'?"  """'  "  '^'^"^''^^^'''^  g^^rd  into  the 
Forts  begun  L  the  pC:urorLl  wi  e fI^:i,d:t^'^t.'^^""^^^  '^"'  ^°  ^'"'"'''^■^^  '^^'^ 
with  a  suitable  number  of  Christians  in  acts  „t  Sv  ^J  t,  ""'  ""7  '°  '^"^"^^  ''"'" 
to  Col.  Johnson  to  assure  them  th^t  v.r!  •        .    ^    ^      ^^  ''"'"'y'  '^''''  '"structions  also 

lo  Albany,  „!,«„  it  waa  n«ceas-,rv  for  rl!!l    ,  '^  ■"'"''"'""'J'"' "'"^s  P.™»«i>ts 

being  froLn,  „,l,.rwi,e  ,  wouM  ln,l  save 7  I'T",  '!  ""  ""'""«  "'"  '"'""'"  "'»  «"" 

Vour  Orac..  „.ay  ,,.  a.n  j:.f/;:  ;r  ir;      ::  :    «|;:;:i:';;;;;:»--    Howev„ 

:::SM':r;,::i ':  e";z;::^^;:,f  r  u;^  m7't  -" '"-'  "°"^-  ■'■  -  -™=- 

.aine  li„,e  I  !,„,,  leave  .„  Z„  f  o  V.  ""J'"J'' '"'«'"»  i"  •■>"  respee,,.     But  al  the 

wliiel,  will  „cea,ion  a  very  benvy  eh  ™  in  ,  ,Jrt        ■^','""'")','=  ""•  »"•'  ">»ii«  kaovvn,    , 
prudence  i„  „,y  p„„,,,  .»  L  .o^^i.^'Se'Lta';::;.:;''  '"  '""  '  '"""  °"  """  °"  "" 

have  lately  i.„,o.„'  o.l.,,  nLe.';:       /c Z     '  ;^Z';:^'i^  "L""  ' °"'"'" " 

knowledge  privity  „t  consent,  „„„.t>vi.,.  tl.an  by  ng  ,,t^ ll  , ndTa  l"'"'™-  "'"',""  T 
Gcn.lenia,,  a.  tbcir  Agent,  being  rcconnnendcl  by  Si  '.  ,  ,  Wa'  ™  „",  "  7""°"  '",','"' 
salary  n  the  Dill  w"  Hives  mv  .ii„„„«  i  n      ,'"''">"■  "'"I  "»  "ley  inserted  bis 

aa  Argent  or  go  wbboS:  nV    v  "  „  ,    r,"""-';: l,";,,';;'      '°  ,'"'':  "■""»"  "'  ""l">i'"'"« 

^ri!.  t,::Tir2:;;Triy  ii";;:;!:;  r°'r: '"' ",";  ?""^"™'''- » --""^°"  ^  "■  «» 

dralts  on  the  Taynnist  rT,    ,1       1  ^  :        V'n'' ,''''.''  ',''""  ''"■"  ""'S'-' "'  »»tii. .y 
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&■=  that  your  Grace  may  be  the  better  satisfied  of  the  reasons  I  Iiave  of  continuing  my  care  of 
those  tribes  at  the  expence  of  the  Crown.     I  ai'^  with  tlie  liighest  respect,  My  Lord 

Your  Graces  most  humble 
New  York  j,„j  ,„Qgj  obedient  Servant 

22  April  1748  ^    n 

^  G.  CLiyxoN. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  &,<"  &>=  &.<= 


Sir 


Governor  Clinton  to  Governor  S/iirkt/. 

[  N'ew-Tork.  ( S.  P.  O. )  X.,  MS.  ] 

P^xtract  of  Governor  Clinton's  letter  to  Governor  Shirley  dated  17  Feb  1747. 


Ive  now  Your  Excellency's  favour  of  the  13'"  instant  touching  the  State  of  the  Indians 
which  I  take  much  to  heart,  and  shall  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  preserve  their  fidelity  in 
the  British  interrest,  of  which  I  have  the  strongest  assurances  from  Col.  Johnson  (now  with 
me)  that  ti,ey  are  well  inclined  provided  tiiey  are  supported,  and  notwithstanding  so  great  an 
expence  has  incurr'd  at  the  suit  of  the  Crown,  to  engage  them  heartily  in  the  war  upon  the 
occasion  of  the  Expedition  ;  yet  I  am  determined  to  promote  His  Majesty's  service  with  them 
as  (ar  as  lies  in  my  power,  rather  than  let  them  revolt  to  the  French,  who  are  extreamly 
industrious  by  their  emissaries  to  withdraw  them  from  their  dependence  ;  nevertheless  I  hope 
&  expect  this  Province  will  contribute  largely  thereto,  in  ease  of  the  Crown,  when  it  is 
cons.der'd  what  benificial  consequences  must  accrue  to  all  the  Colonies,  and  particular  to  this, 
by  their  i)eiiig  sU'dfast  in  our  interrest. 

The  Assembly  of  tliis  Province  are  now  mett,  and  I  hope  with  such  tempers  as  will  excite 
them  to  promote  the  common  cause;  and  as  I  have  the  greatest  inclination  to  bring  the 
Agreement  into  execution,  I  liave  strongly  recommended  that  matter  to  them,  with' their 
concurrence  to  your  Alterations,  in  my  speech,  which  I  have  inclosed  ;  and  1  heartily  wish  the 
design  may  be  carryed  on  with  success. 

I  can  put  no  confidence  in  any  succour  by  sea,  not  knowing  how  the  Fleet  in  the  West  Indias 
maybe  otherwise  disposed,  however  willing  Your  Excell:  and  myself  may  be  to  join  our 
application  to  M^  Knowles  to  funiish  what  ships  he  can  for  this  service. 

In  case  the  enterpri/.e  goes  on  and  success  is  the  event,  I  am  eonfi.lent  that  no  dillicultv  will 
anse  in  maintaining  the  Fort  for  His  Majesty's  service,  and  should  our  Assembly  boggle  about 
the  Alterations,  I  dont  see  the  least  reason  why  the  service  should  be  retanh-d  on  that  account 
as  your  Commissioners  observe  your  Excell.  won't  scruple  maintaining  that  Fort  at  the  expence 
of  the  Crown,  and  I  do  assure  your  Excell.  you  may  depen.l  upon  me  that  1  will  forward  all 
tliat  can  be  expected  from  this  IVovin.v,  (or  such  apparent  ben..(its  as  must  ensue  to  all  the 
Colonies  Iron,  the  reduction  of  thrown  Point,  and  if  they  agre  to  your  alterations,  your 
Kxcell.  and  M'  Law  shall  have  the  earliest  advice  tiiereof  in  order  for  a  meeting  of 
the  (^)llllnissi()ners. 

(Indorsed)  „         _ 

,'    ,  Geo:  Clinton. 

"  III  Gov'  Clinton's  letter 

"of  the  2'J''  April  171>." 
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Zords^  of  Trade  to  Governor  CUiiion. 

[New-York  linlriee,  D.  N.  p.  3.  ] 

To  the  Hon'-"  George  Clinton  Esq-  Governor  of  New  Vork. 
Sir. 

Since  our  letter  to  vou  (fated  the  IS"' nf  Mntr  ^'^^Ar  i  .      , 

of  t  e  Conun.  toe  of  Council,  lai.l  heforo  ti,cn,  your  reasons  in  justification  of  tl    t    ,easurl 
get  er  vv.,  .  the  proofs  of  tl,o  allegations  contained  in  those  reasons,  and  other  papers    el  t i  J 
ereto;  and  as  you   ,nforn.  us.  that  M^  Bayar.i  was  suspended  hy  vou  for  the'san       e      ns 

that  nnuter  n.ust  wa.te  a  .leternnnation  upon  M'  Ilorsn.anden's  petition. 

In  the  n.ean  time,  we  can  only  reconnnend  you  su.'h  u.oderate  and  prudent  measures  as  nv.v 

.f  poss.hle  reconcde  these  dilfcvuces,  and  induce  the  respective  hranches  of  the  I    g  lu   ^  ^ 

;r:;';.:;:r:i::  "^  """"^^  -'-^ '- '-  -"'""•  -"""-'-"'^  ^^^^  -«-"•  a-a  t.;: 

We  con.mend  the  measures,  you  have  taken  to  promote  His  ^[aj^v•.  service  by  annoving  the 
enemy,   ,n    the,r   settlements,    and    securing   the   frontiers  of  your    I'rovince,'as  weul  ly 

stahhslnng  w,th  so  n.uch  care  a  good  correspondence  with  ,he  Indians;    tho' we  disap  rove 
^.e  >rregu  ar  n.auner  ,u  which  the  ACs  fo    ,he  en.ission  of  Hills  of  Credit  and  some  oth 
for  puhhck  services  derogatory  to  the  prerogative,  have  l.een  passe.l;  yet,  we  are  sUisfied  w'.I 
the  reasons  which  induced  yon  to  give  your  assent  to  then,  at'so  cri;iid  ^..Z:^ 

IheAssen.hly  ought  to  have  passed  a  particular  Act  for  the  appointmint  of  an  Agent  for 

:  ';"^"p';, -'  ;   ^"  -'-;—■  -.1  'M'proha.ion  of  ,he  (iov^  and   Council  as   has  been   the 
praoce  of  other  Colonys,  but  you  having  give    your  assent  to  the  Act,  whereby  M-  Charles  is 
njjpmned  Agent,  we  must  -o.k  upon  his  appointn.ent  as  good,  as  the  repeal  of  Uu.t  wi,ole  ^c 
«luch  ■«  the  only  method  oi  -.tting  it  asi.le,  w<,„Id  he  attended  with  had  consequences 

In  ...swer  to  our  general  lieads  of  enquiry  foru.erly  sent  you.  we  have  received  only  a  return 
made  .,y  the  Co  lect-.  .    the  Customs  to  such  of  them  as  relate  to  Trade,  and  an  Acconnt  o 
n.  Nuu.berof  the  tn:,:dutants.  Whites  and  Mlacks.  within  your  Province,  we  n.ust  theref  .re 
Ues.re  you  to  send  us.  as  .oon  as  n>ay  be.  a  full  and  particular  answer  to  each  head  of  enquiry' 


■''H 


^ 
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and  to  transmit  regularly  every  six  months  or  oftener,  an  account  of  any  variations  which  may 
happen,  together  with  such  observations  thereupon  as  you  shall  think  necessary,  that  we  may  be 
exactly  informed  from  time  to  time  of  every  circumstance  relative  to  your  Govern'. 

It  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  us,  to  acquaint  you,  that  preliminaries  of  peace  having  been 
signed  at  Aix-la-Chapelle  by  all  the  powers  engaged  in  the  War,  there  is  a  reasonable  ground 
to  expect  that  a  happy  end  will  soon  be  put  to  it. 

So  we  bid  you  heartily  farewell,  and  are  Vour  very  loving  friends  and  humble  servants. 

J.  Pitt 
Whitehall  T    p 

J.    (j RENVILLE. 

June  29"'  174S.  n 


Oova-iior  Clhiion  to  the  Dule  of  Bedford. 

[  Now-York,  (3.  P.  O.)  X..  M2.  ] 

My  Lord  Duke. 

His  Majesty's  Government  in  this  Province  is  brought  into  such  a  state  by  the  intreagues  of 
a  Faction  that  I  have  laid  hold  of  the  opportunity  of  M'  Shirley's  being  on  tiie  spot,  to  desire 
hnn  to  examine  into  it,  that  what  I  have  formerly  represented  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  and  now  represent  to  your  Grace  may  have  the  greater  weight  with  you. 

The  aspersions  which  have  been  thrown  on  my  Adn.inistration  and  h.dustriously  propagated 
put  me  under  a  necessity  of  taking  this  unusual  step  to  desire  the  Govern'  of  a  neighbouring 
Province  impartially  to  represent  the  state  of  this. 

After  what  M'  Shirley  has  so  fully  set  forth  it  only  remains  with  me  to  inform  your  Grace 
by  what  means  this  faction  has  been  able  thus  to  wrest  His  Majesty's  authority  out  of  t'le 
hands  of  bis  Govern' and  assume  the  whole  administration  to  themselves.  I  shall  only  add 
to  what  M'  Shirley  has  observed  upon  incroachments  of  the  Assembly,  an  instance  of  one  in 
the  Council  with  the  Chief  Justice  at  the  head.  Tpon  my  going  to  meet  the  Indians  at  Albany 
in  consequence  of  orders  from  His  Maje.ty  at  a  very  critical  conjuncture  to  engage  them  to 
jom  m  the  expedition  against  Canada,  when  that  was  firs;  set  on  foot,  and  to  confer  with 
Commissioners  from  other  governments  upon  that  point,  I  required  the  Chief  Justice  M' 
Horsmanden  an.l  M'  Murry  to  attend  me  as  Councillors  at  Albany,  which  they  all  refuse,!  upon 
diHerent  excuses,  so  that  I  was  obliged  to  call  upon  M'  Golden  in  my  way  to  Albany  to  take 
hiin  with  me  to^nake  a  (Quorum  of  the  Council  there.  And  whilst  I  was  at  Albany  with  the 
Council,  composed  of  such  members  as  would  attend  me  there,  the  Chief  Justice  with  other 
members  of  the  Council  at  New  Vork.  took  upon  themselves  to  meet  and  act  there  as  n  Council 
in  my  absence,  and  without  my  knowl.-dge,  after  having  refused  to  attend  their  duty  in 
Council  at  Albany,  and  exercised  acts  of  (iovernment ;  as  your  (Jrace  will  see  by  the  inclosed 
copies  of  their  orders,  and  neglected  even  to  a<:.,uaint  .....  with  their  proceedings,  both  whilst 
I  was  at  Albany  and  after  my  return  to  .New  York,  till  I  called  upon  them  in  Council  to  do  it 
but  took  the  liberty  to  .h.mand  of  me  first  an  account  of  my  procedings  in  Council  at  Albany' 
I  must  omit  other  instancs  of  the  like  nature,  for  (ear  of  bei.ig  tedious  to  your  (Jrace. 
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I  thought  1 4,u  .ost  sJ:;!  b   : ei„:  c  r:;  i:v  1  'r'T  "^^  '^"^^^'  ""^^  ^^-^ 

of  the  Council.     By  his  advice  ind  his  nl„n    ^  ''  °^  *"'"  P^^in^^,  as  well  as  one 

service  or  to  my  self  in  the  Idmin     r  ^'V  "'^  P""J"''''^  ^''''"''^  ''"""^^^  ^heKing's 

r^anner  which  hL  beVn  in    oducT   i    th  '^le'of  M^  ^T'^  ''''''  ''  '''  ''''^''  ^"  ^'^ 
readily  induced  to  this,  because  I  thoulht    1         .  adm.„,stratio„.     J  was  the  more 

commencement  of  a  wir  ^t  be  irpruden^  '  "^°  ''^"'"  ^^'"'  '-^^  ^^^^^'^  «"  ^^^^ 

su:^:i::o;;:i:^:;rT:r  ::;'^^r^y^  ^^^  ^^-^  ^^'^^^  ^  --"  --^^'"  ^^^  ^-^^ 

had  compleated  his  faction  as  he  deJr  d1  ^''"'  'PP'"^^^"*  *«  °"'^'-«  '''"''  ^''^  after  he 

his  in«uLe  With  me.  iTZe^^  ar^^.r^rrrl^^rr  ^^         ^"  '^''^  '^ 

f.i:;t:  ;:s  t:;z::- ::ir^:^r?  ^''^^  ^r ''--  ■"°''-  -^^  ^-^  -  ^^^ 

schemes  are  formed,  I  mus[  ohZTt'l  T^  '"  ^7  "P*^"  '^'  '■°""^''»''«"  «"  ^-'"ch  all  their 
this  government,  til  by  lilood  7o  tune  "  h  ""  '  ''■  '^''''  '''''^^""  '''  -'  '^'«  '^-^  on 
Justice  succeeded  to  tL  re  views Twh.Vh^r  ""  ""''  ''^'"''''  '^'  ''^'^'^^  ^"'^'^  "^  ^hief 
Sir  Peter  would  give  him  td  .t  w.;^i  .'  ""'^  '"''''''^'^  ^^  '^''  "^^'^^-^'^'^  f^«  knew 

no  application   should  be'  "0^0  "  H      /,  ''''^'  '"^  ''''^"  '^^'  ^'^'^^  — "-«  ^^at 

Justices  hands.     It  wt  wit"  t^    ^vi    v  nnd^  Administration  of  governm'  into  the  Chief 

which  have  since  give^nTe  so  nci?rL.Tr"'V''  '"'''''  '''''  ''''  schemes  wer.  laid 
were  to  contrive  all  n  et  ods  Z lb     t„  1"    -  T  '"'"'"'^"^  ''  ''''y  ^^'«  P^"'  '^^Y 

uneasie  to  me  that  I  sho^uMtec^ l^lZltp^rjiU:  U   "'"'"'^'^"""  ^"^  ^«  "^^^  '^  ^^ 

the  service  after  he  had  set  a  dTvrr  hi  .  ,  ^''^  \"'  ''''''  ''^'''""^-  ^''  ^""'^'''^  '^«'='i«i"g 
of  those  troops,  brou^r  he  whot  '"'"""  T  '  "^"'''^  '"  '^"^^  "P°"  ''""  ^'^  -"™-d 
severall  colonies,  wl  ic  w  eT  r  n  o^^lt'''^  "P^  •"^;  «^  •^"  ^'^  '-P«  -ised  in  the 
pay  or  subsistance.  The  1117.7'"  r  ?  ''"'^""'  ''"''"^  ""^  instruction  for  their 
while  the  Chief  Justice  oprZ^  of  those  troops  while  they  wanted  pay.  and 

easily  perceive  must  g  ve'n  ^,  t^^'l^.Zl'r'  ^"''J;?  '"  T''^  '-••  ^-^  Grace  may 
opportunitys  of  carrvLr  on  tLi  dT  '  '  '"'  ""''  *"  '""^*''  "^'^  "'"'•''«''^'  '°°  ''•*'q"ent 
...ortgngini  nw  fo  tu  ,     thr  A   "  r "!  "'T'?'  ""•     '"'"^  P"'  '"'^  ""''^  ^  "---  y  of 

estate  in  the  sam^:  .  n  er  t  rntZnt::,:  '";'"  "''".  '.7  '"^  ^""^^"^'^•"^  '"^  P^^"  -^ 
they  insisted  on  even  after  ty  k'v    i,^  "    T"'    "  '•'  "'  "'"^  ''""  ''''"^'''"«-     '^'"^ 

bills  on  the  credit  of  th    go  en.  „      '      e  merchants  of  Boston  had  excepted  yv  Shirley's 

ln.n  in  case  they  were  not  n- id  bv   he  r  ""  "'""P"""  "'"  •''">'  P'"-'""""'  <Ien.and  on 

the  other  Cover' ours  i,   An  ^t.^.;  f^lnT '"""•    f "  ^'"^^  '  '^'^^  '-'  ""•'-  '''"'-■'y^  "H 
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employed  for  the  defence  of  tlie  Province  and  for  support  of  government,  they  were  in  hopes 
of  putting  me  under  the  cruel  necessity  of  incurring  blame,  whether  I  gave  or  denied  my  assent 
to  those  bills,  either  by  exposing  the  King's  service  and  the  safety  of  the  Province  if  I  should 
refuse  those  bills,  or  expose  myself  to  His  Majesty's  displeasure  by  giving  up  his  authorily  and 
prarogative  in  giving  my  assent  to  them.  I  soon  resolved  to  submit  my  self  to  His  Majesty's 
mercy,  trusting  that  in  time  of  peace  His  Majesty  could  easily  redress  wiiat  a  malicious  faction 
had  obliged  me  to  submit  to,  in  prejudice  to  his  Majesty's  authority. 

In  prosecuting  the  scheme  to  make  me  uneasy  in  my  administration,  the  Chief  Justice  his 
faction  in  the  Courril  and  Assembly,  to  weaken  my  authority  in  tiie  Province  and  even  with  a 
view  to  lessen  &  deprive  me  of  any  esteem  my  friends  had  for  me,  published  tlie  most  scandalous 
falshoods,  in  such  a  manner  as  never  was  attempted  in  any  Government,  where  there  was  not 
a  fixed  resolution  to  overturn  it;  and  to  deprive  me  of  all  assistance,  every  man  who  shewed 
the  least  inclination  to  support  the  character  of  the  King's  Governour  was  exposed  to  the  like 
scandalous  libells,  to  deter  any  gentleman  from  supporting  His  Majesty's  authority  in  the  bands 
of  his  Governour;  of  which  W  Golden,  President  of  the  Council  is  a  flagrant  instance. 

I  am  persuaded  that  it  will  evidently  appear  to  Your  Grace  that  the  views  and  designs  of  the 
faction  not  only  extends  to  the  depriving  me  of  the  Administration  but  likewise  to  deterr 
every  gentleman  in  England  of  any  character  from  accepting  of  the  government  of  this  Province 
afterwards,  in  hopes  thereby  to  keep  the  Administration  perpetually  in  their  own  hands. 

If  Your  (Jrace  can  take  tiie  trouble  to  look  over  the  papers  which  have  passed  between  me 
and  the  Council  and  Assembly,  no  doubt  I  am  perswaded  can  remain  with  Your  Grace  of  the 
truth  of  what  I  represent  especially  wlien  Your  Grace  shall  consider  the  last  act  for  payment 
of  the  salaryes  services  and  contingencies  therein  mentioned,  passed  in  the  beginning  of  this 
Year  where  the  Assembly  tacks  the  payment  of  the  Forces  posted  on  the  Frontiers  for  the 
defence  of  the  Colony,  to  that  Bill,  and  put  me  under  a  necessity  of  giving  my  assent  to  it,  or 
of  leaving  the  frontiers  defenceless.  In  this  they  give  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  to  Daniel 
Horsmanden  for  his  publick  services.  What  these  services  are  every  man  in  the  Province 
believes  to  be  the  scandilous  libells  that  have  been  published  against  me  and  my  Administration, 
of  which  none  doubt  of  his  being  the  Author ;  and  in  the  same  Act  appoint  Robert  Charles  Sir 
Peter  Warren's  Secretary  (&  recommended  by  him  to  the  Assembly)  to  be  Agent  for  the 
Colony,  and  the  Assembly  has  privitly  (as  I  am  well  assured)  given  him  this  general 
instruction,  to  follow  .Sir  Peter  Warren's  directions  in  every  thing. 

A  small  degree  of  attention  to  the  publick  papers  which  have  passed  between  the  Assembly 
and  me,  will  sudiciently  satisfy  your  Grace  as  to  the  truth  of  what  I  now  assert ;  for  it  will 
evidently  appear  that  they  are  not  calculated  with  a  view  to  have  any  grievance  redressed,  but 
merely  to  propagate  slander  and  to  carry  on  a  scheme  of  power  in  a  faction,  in  opposition  to 
His  Majesty's  authority,  and  to  make  me  uneasie  in  my  governm'  in  order  to  make  place  for  the 
head  of  the  faction  ;  but  if  they  do  not,  I  must  desire  of  Your  Grace  that  suflicient  powers  be 
given  to  enquire  into  the  truth  of  these  matters,  because  it  highly  concerns  my  character,  and 
that  I  be  not  thought  unworthy  of  the  trust  His  Majesty  has  reposed  in  me,  that  by  such 
in(iuiry  all  persons  in  the  Plantations  may  for  the  future  be  deterred  from  the  like  practices; 
otherwise  it  will  be  impossible  to  preserve  His  Majesty's  authority  in  his  Colonies,  for  it  is 
highly  probable  that  the  other  Colonies  will  take  example  from  this,  which  is  more  immediately 
under  the  Crown  than  they  are. 
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4e7onro:^:Z^^^^^^^  ^  •--  •-  the  honour  to  represent  to  you.  I 

sent  to  n.e  for  Chief  iZ^^^    yZ^^^]  ""'  '''f  ''?  ^r'"--  of  Lieu-  Cove'nou; 
letter  to  deliver  to  him  before  I  i2e  t'"-  P  •" ^^  ^  "  ^  '^"  ""'''  "^  ^'^^'^''^^^'^'^ 

time;  but  that  your  Grace  wtiufe      „fZ^^^^^^         not  iunnediately  or  at  any  particular 
after  it  shall  appear  to  your  Gr-i^e  a!  I^  w  ""  '°  ^'  '""""'^'''^  ^'^''  «"^h  a  power 

have  been  i.prs'^d  uponTy^frt'dl  it  uTX^oT'^n'r, ''^  T''''^'  "'^  ^'^'^ 
family  in  the  methods  taken  to  procure  Z  ^Z         ^"^  Tr.endsh.p  and  regard  to  me  and  my 

proofs  which  I  can  give  your  G  a  e  th^t  e  C^^^^^^  "'"""'  '"'"  '''  """'"'^^  ""^ 

the  faction  form'd  against  me  in X  A,,     if       .  '  ™°''  co>nmonly  met  at  a  tavern  with 

to  distress  me  and  th     sl^la  lu      i^J    t.^.r''"^ '^^^  -^«  the  Assembly 

The  apprehension  I  was  unde  least  Hi"  !?"•  '"'''^'''  """  P^'^^'^'-'^  —ted. 
these   intrigues  of  a  faction    m  Je    t  f^'''y\'''''''  '"  t""«  ^^  war  should  suHer  under 

Ministers  of  the  almost  i^^lTl^e'^lS^rv^hi^rZir  17'^"'^  ^''^^'^'^ 
Prov.nce,  and  of  the  dangers  that  the  Colonies  wer  u  der  t  1  ,'"'"?""  '"  ^'" 
intrigues.     But  now  that  these  immedi-.tP  An,,.  ,  "^  °'  '^'^''  ''■'""  ^"^t'ous 

desirous  to  continue  some  iTe  I  ^^^  i  t^  r"'"  "T-7t'^  ""  ^"""'  f^''^""^'^'^'-"'  ^  - 
that  I  may  remove  all  these  encr.:      e  1^  ,  ;    |  ri  ]  ''"'T  ^'"^"  "'^'^'-^  °^  •^■ 

and  prerogative  and  clear  up  my  own  d^r  J       '    i T  '""      °"  ""'  ""J'^^'^  '"^"^''-'^y 

upon  it.     I  doubt  not  of  being  aWelo  do   hi  \        '""^"T'''  ^"'^^'^^o"'-"'  to  be  thrown 

for  that  purpose,  and  I  be  S.  bed  to  j"     ,!'      ''"'^ ''''''""' ^ 

w^  Shan  b^wiiiing  to  asL:::':  "Lf  u^  i^^r  ::::;::'l::i'''--—  ^^  ^•-- 

sa.a;:s^::;:,::-:;:X:i^-  ^[,;^^-';-^«  --^^-  *-  the'paymentof  theonicers 

while  at  the  same^ime  thi";- :t;i:i:::,:^r:;:r^,= :  rr  -'t  '-'-" 

opposu.on  to  me.  even  out  of  the  -oneys  granted  by^t       .^^^^  "'"  ^^^'^^  '» 

Majesty's  government.  For  this  reason  mv  r  nr,I  i  Vi  ,  '^"''''>'  'o'^  the  support  of  His 
to  your  Grace  to  consider  M^  C  de  Ne"  i  ^  'h  r  '  ""'^  ''  ^^conu.erul  it  earnestly 
the  most  violent  attempt  of  a^  ,  „t  ^  ;  ,"  ""  T  '"  ''"^  '"'^''  '°  ^'^''^'^  ^'^^ 
.0  the  mobb.  throwing  iut  the  vi  Is     1 1    r        ^         „    '";  endeavoured  to  expose  his  person 

is  no  .nore  that  what  I  have,  tho^  they  W  ::!':::  ;:tr'S::r  I  T''  '  '''''' 

My  Lord  since  I  have  been  made  so  se-.il.l..  nC  ,i      i     i      ,     "^^^  ^""^"^  wicked  designs, 
to  accept  the  support  of  govern,,      t,  t,;  ,  a,in  r    '.  i     '""  \'  "'"'  '  "'''^  P-^^'^'^^ 

tenderness  to  His  Majesty's  servi       ,   ti       o      '    ..  f"''  '"'  "''"•''  '  ^'*-^'^'^''  ^«  ""'  «f 

I  a,n  resolved  to  in  Jst  on  hav  ,  t  e  pp  n  f  1""'  ""  '""  ''^  """^'"  ^^"^  ^'^^  t"'-^' 
'-anner  as  it  was  granted  in  the  ti,  e  of  i*^  T'"'  ^■"""'"^  '°  *'"^  ^^''"g'  *»  «"^h 
of  this  l^rovince;  atd  that  w  1  no  ;v  ,,  ^I.:;;:"''''"?,!;^^"^^"^^  ^«^'^">"»"  ""  ^'-^ 
mipporting  the  Governnient   wh  c^    I  ■ ,  .       '"^'      "  '"'"''  '''""  *''""  ""^  '"^^thod  of 

any  inco.Lniences  eit^^      ;^^:'       :  ,  r^:"'' "^"^  "T^  "1  ^'^'"""'''  ^"  '""« -''-"^ 
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begging  leave  to  give  one  instance  out  of  many  which  may  be  given,  of  the  necessity  there  is 
of  enabling  me  to  encourage  those  who  arc.  willing  and  able  to  assist  me  in  the  administration. 

On  the  brealiing  out  of  the  war  with  France  tlie  Contractors  to  supply  the  garrison  of  Oswego 
having  refused  to  do  it  without  a  great  addition  to  the  sum  given  in  time  of  peace  and  without 
a  gucird  to  escort  the  provisions  and  stores  which  should  from  time  to  time  be  sent,  Coll: 
William  Johnson  uudertooli  to  do  this  at  the  riite  it  formerly  had  been  done,  with  only  a 
proportionable  advance  for  the  additional  number  of  i»:?n  that  were  thought  necessary  to 
support  that  garrison,  and  without  insisting  on  any  guard.  This  the  Assembly  accepted  at  first 
with  thankfullness;  but  as  this  gentleman  did  afterwards  eminently  r^.ssistme  in  preserving  and 
cultivating  the  fidelity  of  the  Indians  and  in  sending  out  parties  of  Indians  against  Canada, 
and  has  with  incredible  fatigue  and  with  the  greatest  dangers  to  his  person  and  fortune  ac(|uir'd 
a  greater  influence  over  the  Indians  than  any  one  person  in  this  Province  ever  had ;  yet  because 
of  his  joining  heartily  with  me  in  supporting  me  in  His  Majesty's  service,  the  Assembly,  to 
show  how  little  this  conduct  could  be  to  his  advantage,  put  the  payment  of  the  contract  made 
with  him  on  a  fund  which  they  at  the  time  knew  was  exhausted,  and  he  still  remixins  without 
one  ftirthing  of  pay  for  the  very  large  sums  he  had  advanced. 

The  inclosed  Acts  was  passed  by  the  Council  in  their  legislative  capacity ;  before  I  gave  my 
assent  I  summon'd  them  to  give  advice  as  a  Privy  Council,  whether  I  should  give  my  assent  to 
these  bills,  there  being  several  things  in  them  which  I  apprehended  to  be  inconsistent  with  llis 
Majesty's  instructions,  and  they  advised  me  to  give  my  assent  to  them,  from  the  urgency  of 
publick  affaires. 

I  have  the  honour  of  both  your  Graces  letters  of  25"'  February  and  7""  May  last,  and  have 
punctually  observed  His  Majesty's  commands  signified  by  your  Grace  therein.  I  am  with  a 
most  dutifull  regard,  My  Lord  Duke 

Your  Graces  most  humble 

Fort  George  at  New-York  and  most  obedient  Servant 

15  August  174S.  G.  Clinton. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 


Governor  Shirley  to  Governor  Clinton. 


[  New-Vork  ( 8. 1'.  0. )  X.,  877.  ] . 


New  York  August  13">  1748. 


I  am  honoured  with  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  5""  instant  in  which  you  inform  me, 
♦'  That  you  are  of  opinion  the  present  state  of  His  Majesty's  government  within  this  Province 
"  require  the  immediate  attention  of  the  Ministry"  and  are  pleased  to  desire  me  "as  His  Majesty's 
"service  has  brought  me  here,  whereby  I  have  an  opportunity  of  fully  informing  myself  of  this 
"matter  from  the  Publick  papers,  &  other  information  which  your  Excellency  has  directed  M' 
"  Golden  to  lay  before  me  to  consider  the  same  &  to  represent  it  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  as  you 
"  believe  I  shall  find  things  in  such  a  state  that  I  shall  think  it  my  duty  to  give  my  sentiments 
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'^^^^^JZ^tfl^lZeVTmJT  '^■^^^"^"^>'^^'^*  "--^'"^to  your  desire  I 

several  l,.te  i.,„o4tions  haveten  i  u  o  u^       I'Mfl""'":';'  "'""  '"^  ^"'""X  &  fi'^^  that 

upon  His  Majesty's  prerogative  gre     J      :  Lj       /T'"''^'  '""'  '''  *^  ■—'">-„«  .nade 

Colo„yofNewYorkl,utinHisM,fjes,yC2    Cooni         '^     .'  S°^"""-"^'  ""^  «"ly  i"   the 

whici,  so  had  a„  example  (i„  this '  Co  r";^^^^^^^^^^^  ^     '^"--^' ^"-"ghthe  influence 

your  Excellency  a  particular  state  of  ,h7i  mov  '   '^     ^        "  """"'^  """"  '  '''  ^  "«-  ««"d 

most  materially  to  effect  Ills  Majesty's  gover  men  "wm''"     ""-"'•"■''^''""^"t^  ^'''^-h  appear  to  me 

adviseable  measures  for  putting  a,    enrtote  "^^' ''"/''"'"'' "'' ^^''''^^"^•''>' ^« '''«  "^°«t 

private  consideration  only,  or  it  of  us     to       n       "  T'  """""  ^'""^^  '''  ^""^  Excellency's 

shall  think  fit  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford;    wh    I      "think  "will"  "''"^^'^"''^^■""  °''  t^-"-  -  you 

Excellency  than  from  me.  "''  "^'"  '°"'"  "^oi-^  properly  from  your 

And   as  I  found  it  necessary  in  order  tn   tr-no  .i      i      •   • 
incroachments  that  have  been  n.ade  on  the  K  n  's  nr    o     r'"""''  T^  ^"■"^''  '^  ''''  ''''''-' 
the  most  proper  steps  for  putting  a  stop       t^    f  tITTTT"  "'"  '"  ^"^^^  "''"'  -'"«'''  ^-^ 
under  the  Administration's  of  yo  r  P  e  ieclss    ;    ..  7      ''      ""'  '"  ^''"^  ''^'^'^  ^''^— "* 
under  your  own.  I  have  used  the  s.me  .  et  u  .        ■""'^"'"  "  '"''''  '''"  P^*^^^^"'  ^'^te  of  it 

It  appears  by  the   Acts  of  As  I  ,;":;'   ^^f  '"'  '"r""'"^  '^^^'^""^  °''  '"-"  ^-'• 
Montgomery,  &  Cosby,  for  about  twenty  e         v.,         "'"'""  ?'  ''"''^"""'-  """^^••'   «-"^'^> 
the  Establishments  for  the  suppo     „    'h  f   .^        .r^"'  """"  ''''''  '"-P-^'-  Administrations 
«ve  years.  &  no  application  of  any  part  of  the  n  1       ""'''.'''T'  '"'''  ""^^  '""'•  ^'^«  '^"^  "f"  ' 
M.-.je«.y  for  that  purpose,  except  fr  te,:„„t:r^^^^  '"'",';:  "P""''^  ^^"^"'^^  '«  "'^ 

was  made  in  these  Acts:  but  there  w- s  o  1  ^ '■'"«•■'•"  and  Members  of  the  Assembly. 

out  of  the  Treas.;^y1,y  warr  ,  iri  ,  ;"'"^'  "'^"' T"  ^'--^>y  ^i-cted  to  be  drawn 
M^esty's  Council,  IhL,  it  ap  1 '  iiir:?  Tl     '1'^  '"'T^  ""'  ^°"^^"^  °''  «'« 

Annum,  being  at  first  and  for      veral  year    .        '   H  """  T  *^""''  '"''  '''"'  ■"''''  P' 

sun.  the  (Jov^  is  by  Ili«  Majesty's  Jg  ■    ,    tr     ,  """"l   '"  """'  ''  ■^■^=^"»  sterling  (which 

the  Colony  for  his  support)  va  'c  ;  ,„  v,"'  "^T'  '"  '"'^  °"'  ^''  '^'"^  ^-'•"'-  -'^hin 
as  also  ,.M00  p^  annum  N.  v  Vorr  u r'  '  t  h"  "  '  ^'"-  '"'''^"^^  ''-^  "'""  <•-  '>"^t  P-pose. 
tl.-e,  and  ...or,  ,.  annum  for  t.e    J       ^^^^^^  *■":''  ^^''";"-  ^^  '-Majesty's  garrison 

whatsoever  were  u.ternuxed  in  the  tZ    „       ,  'T   "'" '  ^^  ""  other  grants  or  n.atters 

which  constituted  the  Fun.,,  out  of  J  i      tie  ::'/?' ""'"'^^  'V'''''  '^""   '"PP''^ 

&  other  Officers  of  the  (iovernment  were  to  he  i;l'ld  '"""  '"  '''  ''"'^"""^'  -^"''S^ 

It  appears  also  by  the  minutes  of  Council  fh,.  .,11    ,i  •      ■ 

were  during  that  time  .Irawn  out  o   theT  i  "  '""""'  ^'''"^  ''^  ^'^'^  "^  Assembly 

And  I  find  that  during    I  uL  ZZ'  ''r'''"'  ""'"  '"  '^"^*'"'°"'-  ""'^  ^--^ 

were  lodged    in    the   Kmg's  \    ^i^  "^^'^t       T'  '"^  ''''  ''^■'^"-  «''  ^"«  Colony 

Governour  in  whose  sole  disposal' hT«"e  "     ""'^"  ""'   '""^'^    ^'^  ^''^  «^  ^"« 

apXne::;::,:^:::::;;::;:^;':  t ---"^  ^■-"^^^'  -  themsewes  the 

them  to  him,  or  turn  them  out  of  their  no  t'  ^^"/•''•"our  to  appoint,  or  to  nominate 

hy  any  .traordinary  manner  :^::Ln:::L::r  IdSr^ 

Vo...  VI.  °  gg  "leutioned  Kstabhslunent  for  the  support  of  His 
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Majesty's  Government  for  the  term  of  five  years,  pass'd  an  Act  intituled  "  An  Act  for  the 

"  payment  of  the   Salaries,   Services  &  Contingencies   therein    mentioned    iinlill    the    1"  of 

"  September  1744.  out  of  the  funds  appropriated  for  the  support  of  the  Government"  and  have 

continued  this  method  of  granting  salaries  for  the  support  of  the  Governour  &  other  officers 

from  year  to  year  only,  ever  since ;    &  many  other  innovations  tending  to  create  an  intire 

dependency  of  the  Governour  &  other  Ollicers  upon  the  Assemhly,  &  to  weaken  His  Majesty's 

Government  in  this  Colony,  have  been  occasionally  introduced  from  year  to  year  by  that  Act, 

As  first,  many  other  grants  are  tack'd  in  it  to  those  made  to  the  Governour,  among  which 

some  have  been  made  to  persons  under  pretence  of  Extraordhurnj  Services  done  by  them,  but  in 

reality  (as  I  am  informed  by  M'  Colden)  for  composing  and  publishing  libellous  papers  against 

your  Excellency's  Administration,  others  to  an  ollicer  of  their  own  appointment  for  keeping 

the  gun  powder  provided  for  the  defence  of  the  Colony,  others  to  their  Agent  in  England 

whom  they  have  in  the  same  Act  obtruded  upon  your  Excellency  with  directions  for  him  to 

take  his  instructions  from  a  Committee  of  their  own  house,  exclusive  (as  it  appears)  to  the 

Governour  &  Council,  others  to  Committees  appointed  by  the  Act  for  the  Payment  of  Ollicers 

&  Soldiers  raised  for  the  defence  of  the  Colony,  the  allowance  of  whose  Muster  Rolls  as  well 

as  their   pay  has  been   likewise   committed  wholly  to   them   by  tlie   Act.     Others   to  the 

Commissioners  for  Indian  Alfairs  for  payment  of  outscouts  to  be  raised  and  employed   by 

them  solely  at  their  discretion. 

2'"^  The  Assembly  have  taken  upon  themselves  contrary  to  the  express  directions  of  His 
Majesty's  commission  to  his  Governour  by  virtue  of  which  their  House  sits,  which  orders  "  that 
"  all  money  raised  by  Acts  of  Assembly  shall  be  issued  out  by  warrants  from  the  Governour 
"  with  the  Advice  and  Consent  of  the  Council,  &  disposed  of  by  the  Governour  for  the  support 
*'  of  the  Government  &  not  otherwise."  to  limit  in  the  Act  what  summs  of  money  thereby 
raised  shall  be  drawn  out  of  the  Treasury  by  such  warrants  &  all  other  sums  of  money  rais'd 
by  Act  of  Assembly  ever  since,  except  those  s[)ecially  directed  by  this  Act,  to  be  drawn  out  by 
warrant  from  the  Governor  in  Council,  have  been  issued  out  by  virtue  of  the  several  Acts 
without  such  Warrant. 

3'">'  The  grants  to  the  Governor  for  his  support  &  to  the  Chief  Justice  for  his  salary, 
provided  in  this  Act,  run  thus  (viz')  "  To  the  Governour  for  administring  the  Government  of 
"this  Colony  from  the  22  of  September  1743  to  the  first  of  September  3744  (and  in  like 
"  manner  for  other  years)  after  the  rate  of  .£1500  p'  Annum"  (which  sum  I  observe  is  now 
according  to  the  present  exchange,  sunk  from  its  former  value  of  .i'1200  sterling,  to  ,£900)  "  and 
"  to  James  DeLancey  lOsq.  as  Ciiief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  &'  for  the  same  year  alter 
"  the  rate  of  i'SOO  p''  Annum";  and  so  to  the  other  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  &  to  several 
other  officers  of  the  Government  by  nume,  and  in  case  of  the  deatii  or  removal  of  any  of  them 
within  the  year  it  is  provided  in  the  Act  that  no  more  of  their  salaries  shall  be  paid  than  what 
was  due  at  the  time  of  their  res|)ective  deaths  or  removals  and  that  "  the  Uemainder  shall  be 
kept  in  the  Treasury  'till  dispos'd  of  by  Acts  to  be  hereafter  pass'd  for  that  purpose."  So  that 
in  case  the  Governour  or  any  of  those  olHcers  dye  or  are  superseded  within  the  year,  there  is 
no  provision  for  the  support  of  the  Lieu'  Governour  or  President  of  the  Council  in  either  of 
their  Administrations  during  the  remainder  of  the  year,  and  untiU  the  appointment  of  a  new 
Governour,  nor  for  the  support  of  the  successor  of  any  other  officer  dying  or  removed  within 
the  year.  And  I  would  observe  besides,  that  this  new  method  of  making  personal  grants 
to  the  Officers  for  the  time   being,  seems  plainly  to  imply  that  the  Assembly,  in  case  any 
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approve  oC  them.  '""   ""  "'^^^  '^""^  who  they  are  &  how  they 

M^  Golden  that  intimations  have  heen  .hi  /     •  f  .    .    '  ^''"°"''  *  '  ■''™  '"^»™«'l  I'X 
tl.ese  Acts  till  the  others  of  tie    ame  «ef  bn.^re   '  .  f  f"'"'"^^  ^'•^'■'^''^S  ^«  -"'P'-^ 

:::::t:if:tr;:r-^^^ 

warlike  Stores;  one  instanL    /:,;,; Ve^^^^^  ''"•^^'°  '^^'^  ^'^^^  °^  ^'^^  ^'"^"« 
name  &  hy  order  of  the    Assembly  &  it/  llv"^  acc,ua,n„ng  your  Excellency  in  the 

tl- Conncil,  that  they  had  turn  oft  oIVth''""""  '"  ""^  ''"*"^'"  ^'"^'"^--  "^^'^re 
Waiter  for  the  Colony  in.nor  &  c  se  M  H  •  r";'"'"'°"''  '^ -^'"'  ^°  ^^  ^^"-'-^  Tyde 
accordingly  con.nissionatr  wL^  \Tc  ,"1  L'"'"  '^'^'  ^"^'  ^'^-^  ^'^^^  ^---'  you  wo'uld 
the  Council  Board.  Another  ill^lanL  tZ:ZZZZ^r  T  ''7''  '''''''  "' 
appoint  M' Mills  Sergeant  at  Arms   as  JnZ\    J  ^  ^         Excellency  desiring  you  to 

garrison,  to  a  person  who  had  no  -.nthnri^,,  r  ,      y,, '"""'  'o*^  '^e  service  of  the  King's 

I'-  a  grant  imide  lum    ,y  A  r.rA    ell  TtT:,  ^ 

Majesty's  Government,  and  paid    o  1    n  l\h     tL  ■?  "'T  "'"'  '"  ^""   "'''""^^  "'  "- 

act.  without  any  warrant  Irom  Voi  "         ,u^.  '"^  ^^     "T'    '  '"''T  "'  '""  '""^^'""^  '"  ^""^ 
The  Assembly  have  likewise  f  ken    I  V  i     .      '      '''''"'"■'  ''^  ""^  ^^'  't^'^""' 

tl.e  use  of  the  ling's  J^^^tZ^^lf::^^  f  ''''"''' f  '''  ^""^°-'^-  P--'-'  ^"r 
tl..'irown;  which  appears  IromThrrf.lo    -.^^^^  ^■""  ^"'-'^"--/«  "ands  into 

ili«  Majesty's  TT-  inltrucion,  for  i  posi "  a  po u  il-  ..^^^  '"""■''"'  ^°  ^''*'  — -'"ation  in 
/or  furnishing  the  magazines  with  pld  ^  ^ 'Z  1^2  Z  TVr'  T^  "'"^  ^  ^''^^'^«' 
most   other  Colonies,  &  was  used  not  Ion..  .1  ,     .     ■  '""^'  ^"'  ''  *'"^  "'^'t''o^l  of 

Fwder  lodged  in  the  n.aga.nJ^lt;;  tl!"^:"^:  '^  in  t'^' '"'f ''/^"''^  '^-'"^  ^"« 
But  instead  thereof  purchasing  gunpowder  out  of  tie  n  1  \  ''''^I'o^ai  of  your  Excellency, 
for  the  support  of  his  goveru.ne^t   &  ul  . ,  T  , '  '"""'^'  °''''"'''^'^  '^  ^^'«  '"^'^'J^^^'y 

&  order  to  be  lodged  in  th  1  t^  owl  Zs"  Z  "  '""'  f  ^'"^•'""  '"  "^"'"'^'^  ^'-•'Z- 
to  he  issued  by  him  without  an  A  tcf'v  '  ^^.K  "/      ""'°'/  °''  "-''•  »""  °«i-r.  &  "ot 

ti.eir  own  directions  and  dispos-  •  ,d  "  ^  V  ''"''°'''  '""  '"  ■■""'""  '^'^'^  «"''ject  to 
'or  the  service  of  His  Al^y  ^^  A;  N  w  rrr^^M  ""  '""''  *^"^  ">'  ""'^  "''  ^-"""7 
to  .l.e  Storekeeper  there'to  Ik-  k.^t  i      lu-Kin  "'  '  7'"''  "'""'  ^'^  '"'  ''^""-red,  nol 

iVom  time  to  tii  in  those  Acts!  ^  T^l'^r''''"'''  ''''  '"  ^""'''"'^^ '—  '--'ated 

Con.pauies)  &  issuing  ,l,e  pay  for  the  ,  ,h         ,in         '  ^"7'  ''^  '""^"'^  ''""^  f"<lependent 

'o.-  that  purpose,  &  Luui^,  it  ^Z  ;:'::' '""7'   "'  "  '"  '-''""-'--'"t  made 

likewise  take  upon  them  to  dniw  mon.;    .,  ':  '         ^    i;:^';"  '^  ^'"'"'  ''  ^^"""  ^"^'^ 
'rom  the  Covernour.  ^  Irea.ury  (or  the  pay,  without  warrant 
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And  they  have  likewise  taken  upon  tiiem  not  only  to  give  the  like  power  to  the  Commissioners 
for  ladian  Affiiirs,  with  regard  to  the  payment  of  outscouts,  but  even  a  power  to  raise  and 
employ  them  at  discretion. 

I  find  also  that  since  1743.  they  have  assumed  the  nower  of  erecting,  by  Acts  of  Assembly, 
fortifications  and  ordering  in  what  manner  they  should  be  raised,  and  committed  the  execution  of 
this  to  the  conduct  and  direction  of  {)ersons  specialy  appointed  for  that  purpose,  in  their  Act. 

And  they  have  still  proceeded  farther  in  your  Excellency's  absence  at  Albany  &  without  your 
consent  or  privity,  to  take  upon  themselves  in  conjunction  with  the  Council  to  fortify  part  of 
the  City  of  New  York  with  stockades  and  iTIockliouses,  as  your  self  informed  me. 

Upon  all  which  innovations  and  encroa<  'iments  I  shall  only  observe  in  general,  that  the 
Assembly  seems  to  have  left  scarcely  any  part  of  His  Majesty's  prerogative  untouched,  and 
that  they  have  gone  great  lengths  towards  getting  the  government,  military  as  well  as  civil, 
into  their  hands. 

I  have  omitted  to  take  notice  to  your  Excellency  of  the  stile  of  the  Colony  Acts,  which  runs 
thus  :  "  Be  it  enacted  by  His  Excellency  the  Governour,  the  Council  and  the  General  Assembly 
**  !f  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Authority  of  the  same^'  as  a  designed  incroacnment ;  because  I 
apprehend  the  latter  part  of  it  is  not  inserted  in  their  acts  with  a  view  of  claiming  an 
independency  on  His  Majesty  in  the  passing  of  their  laws  or  excluding  His  Majesty's  royal 
authority  to  disallow  them  ;  but  is  a  mere  impropriety  in  them  ;  However  as  the  latter  part  of 
the  enacting  clause  is  not  the  proper  stile  of  a  subordinate  government,  &  nothing  should  be 
pern-itted  to  be  put  into  the  I'rovincial  Acts  which  may  have  a  tendency  to  accustom  the 
Assemblys  to  consider  their  power  of  passing  laws,  as  ccn^p'.eat,  without  His  Majesty's 
allowance  of  them,  it  should  be  omitted. 

As  to  what  may  be  the  most  adviseable  measures  for  your  Excellency  to  take  in  the  present 
situation  of  afi'airs  within  your  government,  I  think  no  time  should  be  lost  for  letting  the 
Assembly  know  you  expect  that  for  the  future  tlwy  should  provide  for  the  support  of  His 
Majesty's  government  in  the  same  manner  which  former  Assemblies  used  to  do  it  in,  except  as 
to  having  the  sums  proposed  to  be  drawn  out  of  the  Tn'asury  for  the  (iovernours  salary  & 
other  Allowances,  &  for  the  maintenance  of  the  sever.il  ollii'ers.  ascertained  in  the  Act  or  Acts 
themselves  (wiiic-h.  1  am  of  opinion  the  Assembly  have  a  rigiit  to  do)  instead  of  intrusting  it 
with  the  Governour  &  Council,  as  was  the  former  method  ;  also  that  your  Excellency  should 
insist  in  general  to  have  His  Majesty  s  government  within  the  Province  restored  to  its  former 
■tate.  And  I  think  your  Excellency  will  have  an  advantage  foreifecting  this  beyond  any  other 
person,  as  the  innovations  iSc  incroacbments  have  arisen  under  your  administration  what  wiis 
done  in  M'  Clark's  lime  who  was  only  an  occasional  Commander  in  Chief  upon  the  death  of 
M'  Cosby  &  till  the  appointment  of  a  New  (iovernour,  !  think  can  not  be  regarded  in  the  case) 
and  tlierefoie  that  it  must  seem  reas()nal)le  to  the  AsHend>ly  for  you  to  insist  upon  putting  a  slop 
to  them  ;  whereas  should  a  Lieu'  (iovernour  or  I'residenl  of  the  ('ouncil  attempt  this  in  your 
Excellency's  absence  from  your  government,  I  can  not  think  he  would  liave  the  least  weight 
with  the  Assembly  for  altering  what  the  Chief  Governour  has  yielded  to;  and  should  not  this 
reformation  of  the  government  be  made  during  your  Exceller\ry'8  administration,  you[r]  successor 
will  1  fear  find  that  the  continiuince  ot  these  innovations  &  incroacbments  during  the  whole 
time  of  that,  will  be  n  considerable  barr  to  his  gelling  the  government  restored  to  it's  former 
state  &  make  the  Assembly  more  lenacioiw  of  lliche  in4roachments  than  they  will  probably 
bo  now. 
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to  your  consideration  whether  if  louLlu  ^""'''J'^y  '^'''^^  ^'^^^^'^  I  would  recommend  it 
of  the  late  Acts  of  Assemb  ^  b'/  w  '  tl.rTnn  f^'T  ''k""^"^"'^^  ^^  "''  ^  '"«- 
additional  instructioMbrrestraininJoufom  I  1"'  '''''  ^'''  introduced,  and  an 
transmitted  you.  it  uaght  not  strefgc'en  Z^  "',^"^7"?''  '''  "'^  '"^  the  future,  to  be 
tl.e  King's  governmenf  upon  it's  fS  ro "  V  t,  i "^  if  1  if  '^"f  ''^^'"^^^^  ^°"^  --"""^ 
your  Excellency  all  possible  success  in  th',  ,«'  •  \  "^  ^'^  '^^"'  '"^'^'"'^^  ''t.     Wishing 

regard.  Sir,  '  ""  '"  ""'  "*^'^"^'  ^  ''^^'^  t''«  h""0"r  to  be  with  the  most  perfect 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

<S-  most  humble  Serv« 
A  true  Copy,  examined  by  me  W.  Shiklev. 

(signed)         Geohge  Clinton 


My  Lords. 


Governor,  Clinton  anl  Shirley  to  the  Lord,  of  Trade. 

[Now-rork  P.iprrs,  Hh.,  No.  9  J 


II...  Six  ,N,„i„,„  i„  Hi.  >i:.j,.,,v-    ,f,  '      ?-  ; '"  "',','"7  ■"""""" '"  »'■■■"'••'  ti'«  I .1...  ..f 

.."• .'»:".'.'  V.;;':  :;;';,: ;;-;t;;^^^^^^     --' ... .....  m,,„...  ,.,.„ ,, .,„ 

.1.™  of  a  „,..cl,  «„,„„  f..r,.^/H      1  ;:    ;:^V':^   '  ■'•  ;"!  .  "".  -.■'»'.»»  w.  I„„l  «!,,„ 


into  Canada.  «''".'rally  wi.h  Hucn.s  yet  they   o«t  si  I  7^'  ^  ""'  ""'"  ''""'- 

taken  IVLsoner.  by  the  enomy.  and  win      .V    I.  '"■  f'^''^''^'  '^'""  ^'""■^  "^i"^''  or 

without  making  a.;  atten.pt  u,;,:  l;;;;::.,;^:;  ';;S;;;;;^"""""^"  ^^  -^  "'-•  "-  I>e,ensive, 

t...^.!:.^n  uri,::;;:'^:;;;;!:^:;:; ;'::":.;-  ^'"^''  """^'^^'  "■*■  •-"•"•  ^'^  -i'--^ 

'•"tertained  of  the  English  Cou  ■!     V  s^    .        '  I"  '""'"  ""'^'  '''"  "'""'""  ^^''i'''  ""7  ""'U 

•.y  the  Intrigue,  and  ArH  c.!^    f  p  ..',  •      ""'^  '' "'"'  ■"'""«'  '"  "  ^^"^'-  «f  ^^-.' mpt 

i'""-l  into  their  .Minds,  tha   1    'I    n        ""'7  T"'  "'""'  ""''  "•"  •'""'"-'-  '-"."7 
I-seHs  their  lands,  w....  n       •  d    .  ,    7    "  "  """"  '""""^  ''"■^'^">"'''  *"  -''-  '" 

n-ady  to  send  a  solen.n  deputalio,'.  Zl^     'uTT':  "'"  '"""'"  "'"'"  '""'"  '''"'  ^'^^  --« 
'"ett  together ;  and  we  cannot  heln  «..„i..   '    .       .  •  ''"''"""  ""•"•  •"•'"^•'1'"'  ^"^••''•"•«  were 


-ttogether;  and  we  cannot  helpsayin«up;.;;;i::::;:;:';i;:; 


there  is  even  reason  to  suspect 
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they  were  encouraged  in  this  by  some  of  tiie  Inliabitants  of  this  Province,  in  hopes  to  obt.iin 
such  a  kind  of  neutrality  between  this  Government  and  Canada,  as  subsisted  by  the  Interposition 
of  the  Six  Nations  in  the  time  of  Queen  Ann's  war. 

Under  all  these  Difficulties  Governour  Clinton  by  sending  Coll.  Johnson  with  other  proper 
persons  to  the  meeting  of  their  Sachems,  &  by  inviting  them  to  meet  him  &  Governour  Shirley 
at  Albany  and  with  hopes  of  very  large  presents  to  be  given  them,  put  an  entire  stop  to  their 
sending  any  Deputation  to  Canada,  and  at  this  meeting,  My  Lords,  a  greater  number  of  Indians 
appear'd  at  Albany  than  any  person  now  living  had  ever  seen  there. 

We  must  now  observe  to  Your  Lordships  that  tho  we  had  received  no  Orders  or  Instructions 
from  his  Majesty  when  we  were  at  Albany,  Yet  Intelligence  of  the  Preliminaires  for  a  General 
Pacification  being  signed,  and  that  a  Proclamation  for  a  Cessation  of  arms  was  published,  made 
the  Prospect  of  Peace  become  part  of  the  Common  co"versation  at  Albany  so  that  it  was  not 
possible  to  keep  it  Secret  from  the  Indians,  and  it  greatly  affected  all  of  them  but  more 
particularly  the  Mohawks,  who  had  lost  some  of  their  best  Men  and  were  bent  upon  Revenge. 
In  this  state  of  AHiiirs  all  was  obtained  from  them  that  could  be  proposed  ;  they  promised 
either  to  drive  the  French,  who  privately  resided  among  them,  out  of  their  Country,  or  to 
deliver  them  up  to  Gov''  Clinton.  They  also  promised  to  send  no  Deputation  to  Canada,  and 
that  they  would  keep  their  Warriours  or  fighting  Men  in  readiness,  when  ever  Gov'  Clinton 
should  call  for  them. 

These  things  could  not  be  done  without  a  great  Expence  in  sending  proper  persons  at  several 
times  among  the  several  nations  before  the  Interview  at  Albany,  in  supporting  the  Indians 
liberally  on  their  Journey,  to  and  from  Albany,  as  well  as  while  they  continued  there,  and  as 
their  Crops  of  Corn  and  their  hunting  had  failtd  this  year,  which  they  said  was  occasion'd  by 
their  being  engng.'d  in  tlie  Wnv,  it  became  necessary  to  send  a  supply  of  Corn  to  their  several 
castles;  and  as  one  artifice  of  the  Fn-nch  (iovernour  to  draw  the  Indians  to  Canada  was  ii 
promise  that  in  such  case  he  would  treat  with  them  about  the  lledemplion  of  their  Brethren 
then  Captives  there  which  was  a  very  strong  inducement  to  tiieni  to  send  some  of  their 
Sachems  there  for  tliat  purpose,  and  M""  Shirley  had  brought  witii  him  fourteen  French 
Prisoners  from  Ilis  Government  to  Albany  to  be  sent  from  thence  to  Canada,  in  order  to 
redeem  the  Indian  Captives  which  was  very  acceptable  to  the  Indians  in  general :  We  thought 
it  advisable  and  it  became  indeed  nece.s.-nry  from  the  expectation  oi  the  Indians  that  those 
prisoners  should  proceed  to  Montreal  by  the  way  of  Oswego  to  l)e  exchanged  for  the  Indian 
Prisoners,  in  case  twenty  five  French  Prisoners  sent  some  time  before  to  Canada  by  Gov' 
Clinton  should  not  be  sullicieiit  to  redeem  all  the  Indians,  that  were  captives  in  that  Country. 
But  notwitlistinding  all  this  necessary  Kxpence  in  order  to  bring  the  Indians  into  a  good 
disposition  &  to  convince  them  of  their  being  sale  under  His  Majeslie's  protection  &  the 
Advantages  tliey  tcceived  (rom  the  friendship  of  the  F.nglish  hevoud  what  they  could  hope  for 
from  the  French,  it  would  not  have  been  suHicicnt  had  they  not  received  encouragement  from 
several  nations  of  Indians  who  live  on  the  borders  of  the  great  hikes,  and  are  nt  this  time  much 
dissatisfied  with  the  French,  who  Offered  to  join  with  the  Six  Nations  in  case  they  would 
make  a  vigourous  attack  on  Canada,  in  Conjiniction  with  the  Knglixh  and  here  My  Lords  we 
could  observe  to  Your  Lordships  there  is  at  present  such  a  prospect  of  prcunoting  the  Kiiglish 
Interest  &•  Trade  among  ninmrous  Nations  in  the  Inland  Country,  who  formerly  were  in  the 
French  Interest,  that  we  must  earnestly  ifeconmiend  to  Your  Lordshi|)8  the  ellecting  of  it, 
which  we  liiink  may  !)e  most  properly  done  by  giving  Kiicouri.gemcnl  to  one  or  more  auitablo 
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Pfrsons  to  inform    themselves  of  evervthinff  whJ  i  ,  ^^^ 

preserving  the  Friendship  of  tl,ose  Na  o  '    L  n         T^      ,  ""'""   ^"""^  ''^^  ^'^-''-^  or 
tl'eir  being  abused  &  cheated  in  their  Trade        '      "'"'  ^"'^  *^"""»"  ''^'^'"  ^  ^^  Pr--m:., 

Something  of  this  kind  has  been  committed  tn  f  h« 
tho  name  of  Commissioners  for  Indi^  Aff  frs   buT  ^rT,      '*  "um  er  of  men  at  Albany,  under 
tl.ey  seem  to  have  at  all  times  had  more  regard  t'V^^  '"■"        '""''''  "'"'  *''^  ''"^'••^'-. 
good,  &  their  chief  aim  &  view  seen.s  Zl..     I  '  P"'"'"  ^'"^^''''  ^^'='"  '^  "'«  Publick 

principal  Men  among  then,  lie  i     C       d        d  ^-e":";"?  '  "■""'^^"■"^  ^^'^^^  ^"'^^  ^''^ 
t'-ne  of  War,  as  it  forn.erly  was  in  Queen  A^^i         ,T     "  ""^'  '-"'vantagious  to  them  in 

stores  to  the  enen.ies  partL  that  n.ad     ,1^     ^s       :T"r7''r  '"^  ^""^-^"'^"^  ^'^^  ^- 
Indeed  the  Traders  will,  the  Jndi.„w  """'  "''""  ^^«»'  l^nglatid. 

with  the  conduct  of  p.bHck^     ^  Z:!^:":^ ^^ ''^  "'"  ^^-^^  ^«  ''«  '— ^ 
Lordships  that  the  Indians,  but  nu.re        ^  i!.'        ^fjir  'T'  """"  '''^^^^'^  ^"  ^'-^ 
.       the  English  or  rather  Dutch  settlements      dn      1  '        "  ''"  "°^  "'^ermixed  with 

Commissioners,  suspecting  that  they  were  d    ir        lolTl  '"'v''""  ''"'■''  •'''=''°"^>'  "'  '''« 
possess  their  Lands,  and  this  Jealousy  broku,.      T  '":'•  f;'""'" ''^"■">''""  ""'-•  ^« 

--  Of  the  Indians,  they  have  reCl    ^^  a:;t;g:r  ci:^  ' 

^o^-^::^:!::tz;:;::7u;:^^^^^  <«  ^-^  -st  proper  both 

Trade  that  n.ay  be  carri'i  o,  1^;  ^        l.^  ^^  ^--t.on  of  these  .listant  IVatio,!s.  i  of  the 
-  the  French  never  omitt  gainin./al  "  ,    '   ^-'-ai  Benefit  of  Ills  Majesty's  Subjects. 

a.ul  ifcare  is  not  taken  to  impro.^         ^:   ^^'r    ■'"'  '""'^  "'^  ^"-i-'ancetf  it 
to  the  Westward  of  us  by  ,  ,eir  present    in'  ,      "   """  '""""«  '"'  "'^'  '"''i""  ^"^'ations 

succeed  in  the  assiduous  Lti/ice   "^l      if   ""    rT'':  ""  ^"r-"-''"'-  i^-nch  will 
loose  all  Ksteen.  .V,  Inlluence  anmng  tUelZL  "''  '"  ""'"  '"  "'"^«  "^  '-'«'ish 

nay;;:::;:':;^:::;";,::;-:;t;;;:;':;;-;;;;;- 

represent  to  His  Araies,y  the  ,j,owi.^Wr:r^^^^^  ^^       'T'  """  ""'«^  ''^"^'''  "^  '" 

"  VourMen.orialists  further  Pray  V.n.       v'   Ih  "'  "''' 

"  of  Massachusetts  Ih.y  &  ^ew  V.    k     m  Xew  II  "  7' "T"'  "^''"  "'^*'^'^  "'«'  ^'^  «-''  ^'OV" 
"Ciovernn.ent  l.adalwlys  been  dele,  '      ,         t"  ^".'"'"  '"'"'"'  "•'"^■''  '-'  "-'li-e.i 

"  Barrier  to  several  of  1 's  other  ClorP^    1  ■""""?  ""^""•">  "^^  "»  """-"a.e 

••ami  security  of  an  his  (^,vernuuM."     I  nlr.T'"'  ''"'   ''"-">•  ^  "'at  the  safety 
"the  restn.ust  soon  share  th  f .';""'"  f'"""*' "''  "'-«  ""- (^«vernn>en,s  al 

"  no  expence  for  the  .VoteCion  7:u^:','ZZ      17''  """  '""  """"^  -"  '"  "'"'•  or 
"  '""^  """  ^*-""-'  •■"•<«  '■Large  of  thi     D       '  ;;'      ""■"  "  "  """^"■"'*'^  ^  ""-asonable 

'•wholly  upon  those  three  cln  .•     1  t   .U       ."";'  '"'  7-^'-'"  "'' "''"  enen.y  should  lay 
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•'  in  <i  just  &  reasonable  proportion,  but  all  Except  Connecticut  bave  declined  treating  on  tbis 
"  subject,  and  seem  determined  to  afford  no  assistance;  We  tberefore  humbly  desire  that  you 
"  would  make  earnest  application  to  His  Majesty,  that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  so  far 
"  to  interpose  as  that;  whilst  the  French  remain  in  possession  of  Canada,  those  other  Governm" 
"  who  are  not  so  imniediately  exposed  may  be  obliged  to  a  just  proportion  of  the  charge  of 
"  Defending  the  Inland  Territories  of  the  three  Governments  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  New 
"  York  &  New  Hampshire." 

We  agree  in  sentiments  with  the  Memorialists  &  would  further  Represent  to  Your  Lordships 
that  the  French  have  gained  great  advrntages  in  the  present  war  by  their  Fortress  which  was 
built  at  Crown  Point  in  time  of  Peace,  &:is  truely  an  Incroachment  on  His  Majesties  territories 
as  from  thence  they  were  enabled  to  send  out  parties  of  Indians  &  French  to  harrass  the 
Frontiers  of  New  York  &  New  England  and  it  served  their  parties  as  a  secuie  retreat  in  case 
of  their  being  pursued  by  a  superior  force  ;  it  being  only  three  days  travelling  from  the  English 
Frontiers  &  about  half  way  between  Albany  &  Montreal  in  Canada;  Whereas  the  parties  sent 
from  New  York  into  Canada  were  under  great  difficulties  by  their  being  obliged  eith'-r  to  pass 
near  that  Fortress  or  to  go  a  great  way  round  thro'  a  vast  Mountainous  Dessert,  &  liad  no 
place  of  retreat  for  their  security,  or  for  recruiting  either  with  Provision  or  Ammunition. 

For  these  reasons.  My  Lords,  it  was  to  be  wished  that  the  French  could  be  induced  to 
demolish  that  Fort,  as  an  Incrorchment  on  His  Majesties  Territories  But  whetlier  this  can  be 
obtained  or  not  it  seems  necessary  to  build  one  or  more  Forts  near  some  of  the  most  considerable 
*.  isses  towards  Canada,  and  as  near  to  Crown  Point  as  conveniently  may  be,  otherwise  the 
I'lanters  will  be  discouraged  in  resettling  the  Fiontiers,  which  have  been  laid  Waste  in  this 
War,  and  our  Frontyers  will  not  advance  into  the  country  while  the  French  will  be  continuallye 
incroaching  upon  the  King's  territories  by  New  Sittlements. 

We  agree  likewise  with  the  Memorialists  that  it  is  not  reasonable  that  the  bi  ilding  of  these 
Forts  &  the  other  Defences  of  the  Frontiers  should  Ix-  at  the  Evpenceof  the  Northern  Colcnies 
oidy,  since  the  Southern  Colonies  are  covered  by  the  Northern  ones,  6c  reau  the  greatest 
advantages  from  their  Defence,  and  we  are  of  opinion  that  as  the  inhabit  •»»  '  the  Southern 
Colonics,  by  the  Defence  which  the  Northern  Colonies  give  them,  have  the  Benefit  ot  following 
their  several  occupations  in  safety,  &  are  frcrd  from  all  the  Calamities  of  a  barbarous  war,  to 
which  the  Inhabitants  of  tlu-  Northern  Colonies  art?  Exposed,  the  t^onthern  Colonies,  as  they 
are  thereby  Enabled  so  they  ought  to  pay  a  larger  proportion  to  the  charge  of  Defence,  tha . 
otherwise  might  he  thought  cqiiitahle. 

Fpon  this  head  we  would  further  observe  to  Your  '..  rdshipsthat  we  are  convinced  from  past 
Experiments  that  the  Colonies  will  never  agree  on  t^iotas  (or  that  purpose;  and  therefore 
their  respective  (iuotas  must  be  settled  by  Ifoyal  Instructions,  'i'his  was  don-;  in  King  Willianrs 
Heign,  l)ut  their  present  state  is  so  much  nlti're<l,  particularly  Pensilvania  .so  much  more 
increas'd  iiian  the  others,  that  the  (iiiolns  then  set  led  would  now  bear  no  proportion  to  the 
Abilities  jf  the  respective  Colonies  and  it  i><  necessary  for  us  likewise  to  observe  to  Your 
Lordships  that  o.i  many  occasions  there  has  bei  -:  ''le  Kegard  paid  in  several  Colonies  to 

the  Royal  Instructions  tliot  it  is  requisite  to  llri.k  i     aome  method  to  inforce  them.     We  are 
with  the  greatest  Regard, 

My  Lords, 

Your  I.ordihips  most  obedient 

Fort  (ieorge  in  the  Ciiy  &•  most  htrnble  Servards 

of  New  York,  Is""  Aug'  174'^.  (i.  Cmnton-,        W.  Suuilkv. 
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Gonfermce  between  Governor  Clinton  and  the  Six  Nations. 

[  New-Tork  Papers,  Hh.,  No.  10.] 

Propositions  made  by  His  Excellency  The  Honourable  George  Clinton  Captain 
General  and  Governourin  Chief  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  V ic  Alira 
0  the  same  and  Admiral  of  the  White  Squadron  of  His  Majesties  F!e"  to 
^.e  SIX  Nations  of  Indians  (viz')  the  Mohawks.  Oneyd.  ,  Tusk  o  as 
Onondages  Cayougas  and  Senekes  as  also  to  their  Allies' viz-)  Ogh^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

THESEKT-His  Excellency  the  Honourable  George  C'inton 

Philip  Livingston    Esq"  of  his  Majesties  Council  for  the 
James  Delancey    (      Province  of  New  York. 
A '•cli'i  Kennedy     / 
Commissioners  from  the  Government  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay. 

New  York  and  Massachusetts  Bay  as  also  the  Geut"  of  the  Town. 
Brethren 

which  y»„  will  be  fully  a..„re<l  frl  H  .  F°  in       ^  ^  '"  ■"'°"  '°  "''"  '"""'""  °' 

such  vL  of  D»„g„.  uu,le   ml  rOi"  umr  ,  i'l"''  '  °"",  "'"'    ''  "'"'"«  ""''"-^  ''^  '■»'"' '» 

ror  hi™,  if  he  .,./.„hc„  r  e::;:i »:  'r ;:  "°  -"^^  '="  Tsrif '°°  '""* """ 

J    J  •  A  ^trIng  ot  Wampum. 

Brethren, 

I  informed  the  Kin*?  Your  Kathpp  tuifh  ..rk^.  ..    i  

A  Small  Belt. 
Brethren, 

ou!  zs^::::::^:;:^:::!^::::;^:::^:"  ■- «-. ch»i„, .,  „,„, 

.0  hreak  i,.  „„.!  1  hup.  ,h,u  uei.her  I  "Zrj  ^r    !  ,.  '."■"""  ""    """"'"'  '"""" 

..™« a.i  «n„ ..  Ic!,, ».  .he  «„„  ,.,j  M:i:'.;;:;;.::;ro:'M:;,;::z::;::::zj 

'To«UKl,re«hro,.nc^    Xt^.york  Colonial   Jf,„,«„r,W,,    LKWl       V,»  r.r*  /'        •,   „ 
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highly  depends  thereon,  agreable  to  the  repeated  Declarations  of  our  Forefathers,  and  while 
you  remain  strongly  united  with  Your  Brethren  the  English  (who  have  always  been  Your 
steadfast  friends )  you  can  have  no  reason  to  fear  any  thing  the  French  dare  to  attempt,  unless 
they  can  prevail  upon  you  to  trust  to  any  of  their  deceitful  promises,  which  I  expect  and  insist 
upon  You  will  not  listen  to.  A  Belt. 

Brethren 

I  must  inform  you  of  one  thing  which  I  suspect  our  enemies  the  French  may  endeavour  to 
accomplish,  as  soon  as  you  return  home,  because  they  have  [often]  of  late  attempted  it,  thai  is  to 
draw  some  considerable  Men  from  among  You  to  Canada,  on  some  pretence  or  other,  in  hopes 
thereby  that  the  French  Governour  may  have  it  in  his  power  tc  weaken  or  brefik  the  Covenant 
Chain,  which  subsists  between  us,  and  to  overset  what  I  do  now  with  sincerity  declare  to  you, 
whereas  he  never  speaks  with  truth,  but  at  all  times  deludes  you  with  his  smooth  Tongue  and 
artfull  promises  which  if  you  give  Ccir  to,  will  surely  prove  Your  ruin,  as  your  Forefathers  by 
sorrowfuU  Experience  have  often  felt.  Therefore  1  earnestly  Desire  and  conjure  you,  by  this 
Belt  of  Wampum,  not  to  go  that  way,  nor  listen  to  any  Invitations  from  him,  nor  any  of  hia 
Emisaries,  nor  give  credit  to  any  wicked  and  false  stories,  which  he  or  they  may  raise  among  you. 

A  Belt. 

Brethren, 

I  have  often  told  you  not  to  suffer  any  French  to  reside  among  you,  and  being  informed  that 
many  of  them  are  from  time  to  time  admitted  into  Your  Castles,  and  now  remain  there,  contrary 
to  Your  promises  to  me ;  and  as  such  People  are  sent  among  you,  to  raise  Jealousies  &  Differencies 
between  you,  and  Your  iJrethren,  without  any  foundation  for  it,  I  expect  for  the  future  that  you 
will  not  suffer  any  French  to  enter  Your  castles,  or  dwell  with  you,  but  that  if  any  do  come  for 
that  purpose  I  desire  you  will  make  them  Prisoners,  and  send  them  to  me,  or  else  I  will  send 
for  them,  and  I  hope  that  none  of  you  will  oppose  my  Messages  for  that  end. 

A  Large  Belt. 

Brethren, 

As  you  have  had  my  Ax  in  your  hands  for  some  time  past  I  must  desire  you  will  keep  it, 
and  that  you  will  hold  Yourselves  in  readiness  to  use  it,  jointly  with  u^  whenever  you  are 
called  upon,  as  the  enemy  are  committing  murder."  daily  upon  you,  and  Your  Brv  thren,  on  their 
own  lands,  and  as  our  forefathers  always  said  and  agreed  that  whatever  happeu'd  to  one  should 
be  sensibly  felt  by  the  other,  being  as  one  Body  and  one  mind,  I  expect  that  You  will 
remember,  and  keep  up  that  agreement  acccordingly,  and  upon  this  occasion  I  must  advise  you 
to  keep  Your  Young  men  at  home  and  not  let  them  go  to  War  against  the  Flutheads,  who  are 
in  strict  friendship  with  Your  Brethren  the  English.  A  Large  Belt. 

Brethren 

I  have  sent  a  number  of  French  Prisoners  to  Canada,  in  order  to  redeem  such  of  our 
Brethren  as  have  had  the  Misfortune  to  fall  into  their  hands,  according  to  my  promise  to  you 
by  Col.  Johnson  at  Onondaga,  and  in  this  as  well  as  on  ot"  ar  occasions  I  have  taken  the  same 
care  for  their  Redemption,  which  I  iiave  done  for  His  Majesties  other  Subjects.  His  Excellency 
the  (Jovernour  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  (to  shew  his  regard  likewise  for  you)  has  brought 


\ 


LONDON  DOCUMENTS:    XXVIII. 


443 


A  Belt. 
Brethren 

R  Jr  '^'^^^  f'^Tr"  "'?  '"  '^''  ^'''='  S'"^"  ^  "^^  '^"'J  ^'••^"g  proof  of  v„.r  love  to  Your 

1:^^Ty'uw'''  ^'  ""•".' '""  ^"''"  '^^"  cheerfuli/an'd  speedily  senZg  o!    a 

«..!?.!',       .      n^  '  ^''^  °"'"   ^^°°P^  '■"  ^"««^  «f  the  enemy  who  a  few  days  sine! 

u       dthrLethaT"^:    °"  ?f'"'^  ^'  Schaneetady,  and  alL  those  who  ea  nest" 

remembered  by  .e  and  made  I;rrLT^Tour/aU:er^^  '''   ''''''   ^^l^BeT^   ^^ 

Answer  from  the  Sachems  of  the  Six  Nations  to  His  Excellency  the  Hon- George 
Clinton  Cap«  General  and  Gcvernour  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  New  York 
\  .ce  Admu-al  of  the  same  and  Admiral  of  the  White  Squadron  of  His 
Majesties  Fleet  at  Fort  Frederick  in  Albany  the  26  July  1748. 

Present— His  Excelk  the  Hon^e  George  Clinton 

His  Excell>'  Willn.  Shirley  Esq'  Gov'  of  Massachusetts  Bay. 
The  Hon"''^  Cadwallader  Colden  \ 

Philip  Livingston  Esq"  of  His  Ma""  Councill  for  the 

Archibald  Kenedy  Province  of  New  York. 

James  DeLancey        ) 
Coll"  William  Johnson. 

The  Commissioners  from  the  Governm'  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay. 
The  Olficers  of  the  Independent  Companies,  and   several  other  Gentlemen 
irom  New  York  and  the  Massachusetts  Bay. 

They  said  by  their  Speaker  Onnasadego  an  Onoudage  Sachim. 

Brother  Corlaer,  Waraghjago  and  Yahowanne. 

Sictlr'rTl!'"?  '"'  ^''"  ^'''"'"'  '°  '''^'  ^''"y  °"  "«  '■"^  '^'  Loss  of  onr  people  and  the 
S.ckness  winch  has  been  among  us  since  our  last  Interview,  and  has  wiped  o«  our  tears  that 
we  u,ay  cheerfully  Speak  together  we  do  in  like  manner  condole  the  losies  you  h  v  d  and 
are  Especially  gr.eved  for  those  People  who  have  been  slain  by  the  enemy;  we  condo  e  them 
wipe  up  their  lood  and  dry  up  Your  tears,  that  we  may  speak  with  a  free  Mind  to  E  h  o  he^ 
and  that  the  old  friendship  which  has  subsisted  between  us  may  not  be  forgotten 

Gave  a  String  of  Wampum. 
Brother  Corlaer 

th.lt  r  Tf  VuTir  "'"^  ""'J'^"'''  ''  '''  '"  ""'"^"^  °''  '^'  ^''^  '^■^''«»«  here,  we  may  be  very 
Uuinkfull  for  that  Blessing,  and  so  are  we,  that  we  see  you  Brother  Corlaer  Yehowanne  & 
Warachjago  together  in  good  health  at  this  Place  where  our  lire  of  Amity  anJ  ^"3;.  ipt 
Burns,  which  we  hope  shall  Endure  till  time  be  no  more.  "endsuips 

Gave  a  String  of  Wampum. 
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Brother  Corlaer,  Warachjago  &  Jehowanne 

We  heartily  thank  you  for  your  great  Esteem  and  Regard  for  us,  that  you  have  acquainted 
our  father  his  Majesty  King  G<!orge  (who  we  acltnowledge  to  be  our  common  father  and 
Protector)  that  we  have  assisted  our  bretliren  the  English  in  this  War  against  the  French,  We 
return  thanks  to  His  Majesty  for  his  bounty  and  goodness  in  sending  us  a  Present  to  be 
delivered  unto  us  by  you,  we  promise  that  we  shall  not  be  wanting  in  our  Duty.  We  thank 
you  for  acquainting  and  reminding  us  of  the  ancient  Covenant  chain,  which  has  so  long 
subsisted  inviolable  between  us,  and  our  ancestors,  the  terms  and  Conditions  you  know  better 
than  we  because  you  have  them  in  writing  and  we  only  by  Oral  Tradition,  as  you  hiive 
renewed  the  same  we  do  solemnly  in  like  manner  confirm  and  renew  the  same  with  you,  that 
we  may  hold  fast  together  hand  in  hand  till  Death  parts  us,  [you  tell  u°"]  that  the  French 
continually  use  Artifices  with  us,  Endeavouring  thereby  to  break  that  Covenant  which  subsists 
between  us:  This  we  cannot  Deny,  but  do  freely  acknowledge  it,  but  we  faithfully  promise 
not  to  hearken  nor  give  credit  to  the  French  for  the  future,  but  adhere  firm  to  you  our  Brethren, 
and  hope  the  Brethren  will  do  in  like  manner,  on  their  parts  to  us,  as  long  as  the  world  endures. 

Gave  a  Belt. 

Brother  Corlaer,  Waraghjago  &  Yehovvhanne 

You  told  us  tha*:  you  suspected  that  after  we  are  returned  home  the  French  will  invite  and 
send  for  some  of  our  men  to  go  to  Canada,  in  order  to  delude  and  draw  some  of  them  off  from 
their  Duty  to  our  Common  father  or  endeavour  to  oversett  or  Prevent  what  we  have  now 
Promis'd  and  Engng'd  to  perform. 

We  know  it  to  be  true,  as  you  observe  that  the  French  are  Deceitful!  and  Endeavour  to 
draw  some  of  us  over  to  them.  We  believe  You  Speak  sincerely  from  the  bottom  of  Your 
heart,  but  the  French  speak  artfully  and  Deceitfully,  We  do  expect  they  will  come  among  us 
to  try  to  Delude  us  craftily,  but  we  all  the  Six  Nations  are  Determined  not  to  give  credit,  nor 
hear!  n  to  what  they  may  tell  us,  and  not  one  of  us  shall  go  to  Canada  on  any  Pretence, 
according  as  you  Desire  from  us:  We  do  not  Speak  this  only  from  our  Lips,  but  Sincerely 
from  the  Bottom  of  our  hearts.  Gave  a  Belt. 

Brother  Corlaer,  Warachjago  «&  Yeliowanne 

We  the  Six  Nations  know  by  Experience  that  the  French  of  Canada  are  Deceitfull  and  not 
to  be  trusted  that  they  will  Endeavour  to  draw  some  of  us  off  from  our  Duty  &  fidelity  to 
hi'!  Majesty  b'lt  they  shall  not  be  able  to  ac  omplisli  it.  We  Promise  not  to  suffer  Jean  Couer 
tiie  French  Interpreter,  nor  any  French,  for  the  future  to  reside  or  Dwell  among  us.  We 
promise  that  if  lie  or  any  other  from  Canada  shall  come  among  us,  we  shall  Either  send  them 
to  Your  Excell'  or  Deliver  them  up  to  any  Messenger  Your  Exeell.  may  send  for  them,  or 
Drive  them  out  of  our  Country.  Jean  Couer  has  been  given  up  already  by  the  Sinekes.  You 
may  be  assured  that  wiiat  we  now  promise  to  Your  ExcelU  we  shall  faithfully  Perforin,  as  Your 
Excell''  has  Desired  from  us.  Gave  a  Belt. 

Brother  Corlaer,  Waraghyago  &  Yehowaune 

You  told  us  we  had  Your  hatchet  a  long  while  and  Desired  us  to  keep  it  in  readineca,  for  the 
French  are  deceitfull  and  not  to  he  trusted,  we  may  expect  daily  that  they  will  attack  us  or 
you  as  we  have  lost  some  people  by  their  Parties  we  Promise  to  keep  our  Warriours  at  home, 
that  we  may  be  always  ready  and  not  surpriz'd  by  them.     You  desir'd  us  to  keep  our  Young 
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of  the  same  and  others  staved  at  hZl  T  '''"!'"*"''""  '"  °^'  hands  some  of  us  have  made  use 
men  have  not  been  b  toTo  on  th  "  hu^''  7 '"  \'  "'''''  """"  '''  ^'^'^  ~  -■•  ^oung 
Impoverished  us  very  much  a„rth6  7"' '' "^ '"T" '""  ^ome  as  usual,  which  ha! 
"e-e,ess  .ep  J.J^J^  ^  ^  ^  Z^ ^^h!^-  ^1:^::^-  -' 

Gave  a  Belt. 
Brother  Corlaer,  Waraghjago  &  Yehowanne 

Enra^uMlVrouTeottXr"  '"  ^"""'^^^  ^'^^  '^^'  '^^^^  '^  P^^'-^  to  use  his 
have   EndeavoC  toTcLlrrvrnr""'"',^'''^"'^'''''  ''''''  1'--- we  see  you 

Redeem  them,  for  whic  Tat  eL'tilTtlLlHo  Tl"'  '''""^"  '°  ^^^^^  *« 

same  care  of  our  Prisoners  asTou  vT  I    f  v  ^°"'  '"'^  *''''  ^'^  P^"'"'^^  ^o  take    ne 

fall  into  the  enen.es  hrdra„r:e  ^ ulh  o'^LTd?  p''^  "'°  ""''  ''''  '''  •"•■^^-^"-  »<> 
pleased  to  bring  a  number  of  FreilchPrir  ?  ^f  Governour  Shirley,  that  he  has  been 
to  you  both  "'"  ^"'""'^"■^  ^-^  ^"'^'-'^■^  °"^«  f°^  which  We  are  very  thankfull 

Gave  a  Belt. 
Brother  Corlaer,  Waraghjaga  &  Yehowanne. 

voar  .„.  Approbation  iTor  iJi^hrr^e'^rE:;:;,  z  zT;:'':'!:^/r ''' 

but  they  were  gone  a  differp.i*  Hnp/J  i,^,„„  r  ,.        ^"^"V-  we  nave  done  our  Endeavour 

overtax  .he„,L  ProX'i:  ^^'1^;^:;^  ^^i::^:-  -- :-- "°' 

Sa.e  ,n„d  Vie,  Ad .„  „f  the  White  Sq^ToJ.    k™  4  aZp,:  .  ;: 

the  Eiver  Indians  at  Fort  rrederiok  in  Allany  the  S7  Juiy  ms 


P»BSisi.t_Hi.  Kxcellency  the  H„„M.  George  Clinton 

Philiji  Livingston 


Esq"  of  his  Majesties  Council  for  the 
Province  of  New  York. 


Esq"  Com"  for  the  Province  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay. 


Arch"  Kenedy 
Andrew  Oliver 
Thomas  Hutchinson 
John  Cheat 
Coll"  William  Johnson 

"«.?;:;:  fn:':,::x:'B'^ar"' ""  -"""'  "'"'"•'-  ^'™ 

Children, 
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Your  selves  with  Duty  and  Obe.  ence  to  His  Majesty;  and  as  a  token  of  the  King  Your 
Father's  Affection,  He  has  directed  me  to  make  you  a  Present  which  I  h^ve  ordered  to  be  given 
you,  and  as  a  token  in  Renew    ig  the  Covenant  Chain  I  give  you  this  Belt  of  Wampum 

Gave  a  string  of  Wampum. 

Answer  of  the  River  Indians  to  His  Excellency  the  Hon'''*  George  Clinton. 

Father, 

We  wipe  off  [y]our  Tears  for  the  Loss  you  had  of  Your  people  who  have  been  murder'd  since 
the  commencement  of  this  War.  Gave  a  String  of  Wampum. 

Fati  er, 

We  are  very  much  rejoyc'd  for  the  Regard  Our  Father  the  King  of  Great  lirittain  has  for 

us,  by  ordering  a  Present  which  you  assure  siiall  be  given  us. 

Gave  a  String  of  Wampum. 
Father, 

Our  forefathers  to.d  us  that  before  any  white  people  came  .imong  them  they  saw  a  Vessel 

in  the  River,  for  Some  time  t.    y  were  afraid  to  go  to  it,  but  at  last  they  ventured  on  board 

and  found  them  to  be  White  men,  who  treated  them  Civilly  and  Exchanged  mutually  presents 

to  each  other,  with  promises  that  they  would  return  the  next  Year;  which  accordingly  happen'd, 

when  they  came  again  tiic  White  people  and  they  Enter'd  into  a  Covenant  together  that  they 

should  live  on  these  Lands,  which  they  did,  and  they  also  promis'd  to  take  us  under  their  arms 

and  protect  us,  which  they  have  done  to  this  Day.  Gave  a  Belt. 

Father, 

When  you  came  first  to  this  Country  You  were  but  a  small  people  and  we  very  numerous, 
we  then  assisted  and  Protected  you,  and  now  we  are  few  in  number  you  become  Multitudes 
like  a  large  Tree  whose  Roots  and  Branches  are  very  Extensive,  under  whose  Branches  wo 
take  our  Shelter,  as  we  have  heretofore  done  Gave  a  Belt. 

Father. 

It  is  now  almost  three  Years  since  the  war  first  began.  You  have  had  a  very  numerous  armey 

together,  We  were  Ready  to  join  You,  in  hopes  that  Canada  would  have  1)een  in  possession 

of  the  English  before  now,  We  have  been  always  and  have  still  our  hands  on  the  cocks  of 

our  Guns  to  go  against  our  comon  Enemy  whenever  we  shall  be  comanded. 

Gave  a  Small  Bundle  Skins. 
Father. 

We  thank  you   for  Your  kind  Expressions  towards  us,  and  are  sorry  we  were  not  here 

the  other  day,  when  the  Enemy  murther'd  a  number  of  our  Brethren  at  Schinectady,  which  if 

we  had  we  would  have  readyly  and  chearfully  Joynd  in  the  persuit  of  them,  even  to  the 

Gates  of  Crown  Point.  Gave  a  small  Bundle  Skins. 

A  true  Copy  exi  min'd  &  compared 

p'  P.  LiviNGSTov,  Secretary  for 

the  Indian  Affairs. 
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Conference  between  Governor  Shirley  and  tf^  Indiana. 

[  New.Tork  Psptrs,  Hh.,  No.  11.  ] 

Admiral  of  the   same    to  thf  T    m  Massachusetts   Bay.  &  Vice- 

Allies,  viz'  Oghquu.es  ToZTZu^'       ^'"''''''  "'  "^'°  *°  t*^*^'^ 
Fon  FredericI  I  Arbirthe  ^^^^^^^^^  at 

PBESENT-His  Excellency  The  Hon-  George  Clinton 
His  Excellency  William  Shirley  Esq' 
The, Honi-'^  Cad w  Golden        \ 

James  Delancy  ) 

Andrew  Oliver  » 

Thomas  Hutchinson  l^sq"  Commissioners  for  the  Province  of  the 

John  Choate  |  Massachusetts  Bay. 
Col"  William  Johnson. 

Brethren. 

cr«r:-,;  z  yiiteroirzJt^Lr:  r-  r'  ^"" "-- "--  •»  ^-' 

plac'd  you,  &  faithfull  to  Your  BrefhrenTf  tZ  p   Tk'      1 ''^  ^  immediate  care  he  has 

the  Warr  ag-  the  French  &  thofe  I  ii  1  l    'w  '''l'  ""''T''  '^  ^^''"^  ^'''  "'''^  '^^^^  '» 
•em  Instrun,ents  of  their  Cruel  y  &  peTfi      u  I  ^''^--'^"-d  -to  their  Interest,  to  make 

Father  has  sent  his  Royal  CoranlTorr  '^^p    '""'  ""'^""P""  "^«  ^^'"^  ^'-- 
n.ay  be  necessary  forVour  Defe.^      1   w^n  rj 'ih^^^^^ 

proofs  of  his  paternal  Care  &  Tenderness  fbrW  1  ,  TT"  '"'"^^'  ^  '"  giving  Vou 
part  of  his  ChilJ.eu  upon  this  Contine  t     AnHT'  7  '   °"''  "^'"^  *  ^"'^'  ''''  '^^^^  ^^ 

Majesty's  presents  are  to  be  delivered  to  1'  ,  "  '''"""  ''"  «PPortunity,  when  His 
that  I  may  in  Conjunction  with  His  Fxcellen  VT  '^""-"•-t  for  meeting  you  here. 
Assurances  of  this  in  the  KinJ  Your  FaU.er  n  "^  1  f  °'""°"^  °'  ^^"  ^-^'  g'-  ^ou 
Your  welfare.  ^  ^'"'"'  ""•"«'  *  Act  in  concert  with  him  for  securing 

„     ,  Gave  a  small  Belt. 

Brethren, 

or  '::::*::  ':"T;;;;rj:;i"r  "r  s  r  r ,"  "■-" '°  -- '"  -"-^-" 
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beginning  has  Appointed  three  Gentlemen  to  accompany  me  &  attend  on  their  behalf  at  this 
Interview ;  And  1  now  aasure  you  on  the  part  of  the  Province,  as  does  the  Appearance  of  these 
Gentlemen,  that  it  is  sincerely  desirous  that  the  Covenant  Chain  may  be  constantly  kept  bright 
&  strengthned  between  them  and  You,  &  that  the  Path  between  the  Massachusetts  Bay  &  Your 
Country  may  be  kept  clear  and  open,  so  that  there  may  be  a  constant  &  free  Intercourse 
between  us,  &  that  we  may  frequently  inquire  after  &  mutually  promote  each  other's  welfare- 
Brethren,  It  was  with  great  Concern  that  I  heard  of  the  severe  Imprisonment  of  our  Brethren 
of  the  Six  Nations,  who  are  now  Captives  in  Canada :  Before  I  had  been  informed  of  this, 
upon  receiving  intelligence  that  an  Indian  belonging  io  the  Goverment  of  Rhode  Island,  who 
was  taken  prisoner  had  been  sold  in  Canada  for  a  slave,  I  wrote  to  the  late  French  Governor 
there  complaining  of  it  &  demanding  of  him  to  set  him  free  &  treat  him  with  the  same  rights 
of  Warr,  that  the  Kings  subjects  are  entitul'd  to  ;  .o  which  the  present  Goveruour  of  Canada 
has  retuin'd  me  for  answer  that  he  had  inquired  after  that  Indian  but  could  hear  nothing  of 
him :  This  was  by  no  means  a  satisfactory  answer  to  me,  and  as  I  have  now  brought  with  me 
from  my  own  Governm'  fourteen  French  Prisoners  to  be  sent  forwaru  to  Canada  for  the 
Redemption  of  our  Brethren  of  the  Six  Nations,  lest  those  W^**  have  been  sent  before  by 
Governour  Clinton  for  that  purpose  should  noi  be  sufficient  to  procure  their  Release :  His 
Excellency  and  1  are  determin'd  to  write  a  ioint  Letter  to  the  French  Governour  demanding 
the  Ransom  of  these  Prisoners,  &  to  let  him  know  we  expect  our  Brethren  of  the  Six  nations 
&  their  allies  should  in  all  points  be  treated  by  the  French,  when  made  their  Prisoners,  as  the 
English  Subjects  are.  Gave  a  Great  Belt. 

Brethren 

I  must  not  omit  observing  to  you  that  I  esteem  the  Readiness  and  Alacrity  of  such  of  You 
as  went  out  three  days  ago  with  a  sincere  and  hearty  disposition  in  quest  of  the  Enemy,  who 
according  to  their  usual  barbarity  most  inhumanly  mangled  the  dead  Bodies  of  Your  slain 
Brethren,  whom  they  had  surprized  w"'  unequiil  numbers  at  ^che.iectady  as  additional  proof  of 
Your  Afl'ection  &  Fidelity  to  us  &  of  Your  Zeal  for  the  King  Your  Father's  service. 

Gave  a  Small  Belt. 

Brethren 

I  must  conjure  you  to  keep  the  Ax  which  Governour  Clinton  has  delivered  to  You,  &  to 
hold  Your  selves  in  constant  Readiness  to  join  with  Your  Brethren  in  making  use  of  it  when 
You  shall  be  called  upon  to  revenge  the  Murthers  W''  you  see  daily  committed  by  the  Enemy 
upon  us  and  You  in  our  own  lands,  instances  of  w'""  You  lately  had  in  the  I'ersons  of  Your 
Brother  Kingego  &  his  two  Companions;  Cruelties  most  unnatural  in  the  French  Indians  who 
us'd  them,  as  they  had  been  once  Youi  natural  Brothers;  But  v/hoever  acts  by  the  instigation 
of  the  French,  our  and  Your  inveterate  Enemies  must  divest  themselves  of  all  truth  &  Humanity 
to  please  their  cruel  perfidious  Masters. 

I  must  likewise  conjure  You  that  you  would  not  Suffer  any  of  Your  people  to  be  drawn  awny 
upon  any  Pretence  whatever  in  Canada,  by  the  deceitlull  Invitations  of  the  French,  whose  sole 
view  in  doing  it  is  to  gain  Opportunities  of  breaking  that  strong  Covenant  Chain,  which  has 
from  the  beginning  link'd  our  forefathers  together,  who  by  Experience  found  that  their  and  our 
saffty  depended  upon  keeping  it  unbroken  and  firm  ;  also  that  you  would  not  permit  any  French 
to  reside  among  You  in  Your  Castles,  but  that  you  would  consider  them  as  Enemies,  who  come 
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*  Gave  a  Belt. 

Brethren 

Gave  a  Great  Belt, 
Copy.        W.  Shiiilet. 

Speech   made  by  His  Excellency  William   Shirley  Esq'  Captain   General   & 
Governour  ,n  Ch.ef  of  the  A.assaclu.setts  Bay  in  New  England  &  Vice- 

^'ly :?  ]X:  ni^r  "^ '''"  '"''"-^  ^ '-'' '-'-'-'  -  ^'^-^ '"« 

Present — as  before. 
Children, 

Copy.  W.    SlUHLEY. 

N.  B    The  Answer  given  by  the  River  Indians  to  Governour  Clinton  at  the  end  of  hi. 
Cpeech  to  'em  was  likewise  addressed  to  Governour  Shirley. 
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A7iswi,T  of  tlie  Indians  to  Governor  Shirley. 

[New-Tork  Fapen,  Hh.,  No.  12.  ] 

Answer  from  the  Sachems  of  the  Six  Nations  to  His  Excellency  William  Shirley 
Esq'  Captain  General  and  Governour  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England,  &  Vice  Admiral  of  the  Same.  At  Fort 
Frederick  in  Albany  26""  July  1748. 

Present — His  Excellency  The  Hon""  George  Clinton  Esq' 
His  Excellency  William  Shirley  Esq' 
The  HonW"  Cadwal'  Colden 

Ph.  Livingston 

Arch"*  Kenedy 

James  Delancey 

Col"  W"  Johnson 

Andrew  Oliver 

Tho.  Hutchinson 

John  Choate 
Several  Gentlemen  from  Boston  &  New  York. 
Several  Officers  of  the  Independent  Companies  &  New  Levies. 


Esq"  of  His  Majesties  Council  for  the 
Province  of  New  York. 


Esq"  Commissioners  for  the  Province  of 
the  Massachusetts  Bay 


Brother  Yehowanne, 

We  thank  Your  F]xcellency  for  condoling  our  losses  &  that  you  wash  off  our  tears  from  our 
eyes,  wipe  up  the  Blood  of  the  Slain,'  &  clear  our  minds  that  we  may  speak  freely  &  cheerfully 
together  at  this  place ;  We  do  the  same  in  like  manner  on  our  parts  to  you. 

Gave  a  string  of  Wampum 

We  thank  Your  E.xcellency  for  the  regard  you  have  had  for  us  to  come  so  speedy  to  this 
Conference,  left  Your  Vessell  lo  come  by  land  thro  many  Perils  and  Dangers;  We  are  very 
glad  to  see  You  here,  with  tho  Commissioners  from  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  who  accompany 
you  here.  (Jave  a  string  of  Wampum. 

We  also  return  Your  Excellency  thanks  for  acquainting  the  King  Our  Father  that  some  of 
us  have  made  us[e]  of  the  Hatchet  ag'  his  Fneniy  the  French  &  of  our  Readiness  in  joining  You 
this  Warr;  We  are  very  glad  that  His  Majesty  is  pleased'  with  our  behaviour,  &  that  it  was 
his  orders.  You  should  join  (as  you  tell  us)  w""  Gov'  Clinton  in  doing  what  was  necessary  for 
own  Defence*  &  Protection  &  in  giving  us  Assurances  of  his  care  &  tenderness  for  us  &  that 
you  are  now  come  to  this  Interview  that  you  may  in  Conjunction  with  Gov'  Clinton  give  us 
such  assurances.  G.ive  a  Belt*  of  Wampum 

Brother  Yehowanne 

You  acquainted  us  that  before  You  left  Boston  three  gentlemen  were  appointed  to  accompany 
you  at  this  Interview,  who  we  see  here  present.  We  are  very  thankfull  you  have  brought 
them  along  to  assist  you,  it  might  be  necessiiry  in  case  any  weighty  affairs  were  to  be 
trau' acted;  We  do  for  our  parts  renew  and    conlirni  the    ancient  Covenant   Chain  w'*"  has 
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linked  us  and  our  forefathers  together;  We  heartily  join  therein  hand  in  hand  untill  death 
part  us  &  Desire  you  to  do  it  in  like  manner;  We  thank  you  that  the  path  from  Boston  to  our 
Country  shall  at  all  times  be  kept  open  &  clear,  that  we  may  have  free  intercourse  together,  & 
often  hear  from  each  other,  and  we  do  in  like  manner  promise  on  our  parts  that  the  Road  from 
our  Castles  to  Boston  shall  be  open  that  we  may  acquaint  each  other  w'"  what  may  happen, 
and  assist  on  any  occasion  that  may  require.  Gave  a  Belt. 

Brother  Yehowanne. 

We  are  pleased  at  what  you  tell  us  concerning  your  complaining  to  the  Governour  of 
Canada,  of  the  selling  of  an  Indian  Captive  there  belonging  to  the  Government  of  Rhode  Island, 
&  demandmg  of  them'  to  set  him  free,  &  return  you  thanks  that  you  are  mindfull  to  redeem 
our  people,  who  are  in  Goal  at  Canada,  by  Your  sending  a  number  of  French  prisoners  here, 
to  release  them,  if  the  number  Gov'  Clinton  has  sent  be  not  sufHcient  &  that  you  would  write 
jointly  w'"  our  Governor  to  the  Governor  of  Canada  in  a  most  pressing  manner  for  'em,  that  if 
any  other  of  our  people  be  taken  Prisoners  for  the  future,  they  might  be  us'd  &  redeem'd  as 
Your  own  people,  w^"  is  very  pleasing  &  acceptable  to  us.  Gave  a  Belt. 

Brother  Yehowanne 

The  Cruell  Murther  Committed  by  the  Enemy  on  the  Inhabitants  at  Schinectady  jus'  before 
Your  arrival  affects  us  very  much,  &  we  are  much  oblig'd  to  you  for  your  kind  Approbation  of 
our  Readniess  to  pursue  the  enemy ;  we  have  done  our  Endeavours  but  they  were  gone  a 
different  way  home  from  what  we»  generally  us'd  to  do,  so  that  we  coul'd  not  overtake  them; 
We  promise  to  be  always  reac^    -a  the  like  occasion.  Gave  a  Belt. 

Brother  Yehowanne. 

It's  true  we  have  the  War  hatchet  from  Gov'  Clinton  in  our  hands ;  you  desire  us  to  be 
always  ready  to  make  use  of  it  w^"  we  promise  to  do  upon  his  Commands;  we  are  fully 
determm'd  L  resolv'd  as  you  have  heard  in  our  answer  to  Gov'  Clinton  not  to  hearken  to  the 
French,  nor  go  to  Canada,  that  we  may  not  be  deluded  &  deceiv'd  by  them  w^"  we  do  assure 
you  for  the  second  time  we  shall  persist  in  ;  We  do  acknowledge  to  be  true,  as  you  are  pleas'd 
to  say,  that  the  French  are  dece.tfull  &  artfuil  to  delude  us.  lor  they  have  always  drawn  off- 
part  of  our  Nations  to  live  among 'em  in  C^uiada;  who  it's  likely  lately  murther'd  Kingego 
one  of  our  Brethren  of  the  Mohawks  &  we  faiihfully  promise  and  eni;age  that  none  of  our 
people  shall  on  any  i  retence  or  Invitation  of  the  French  go  for  the  future  to  Canada- 
according  to  your  request,  We  shall  not  suffer  Jan  Coeur  nor  any  French  to  come  &  reside' 
among  us,  as  you  have  h-.-ard  we  just  now  promis'd  to  our  Governour;  And  we  all  the  Six 
Nations  pawn  our  Honour  that  we  shall  fullill  our  Engngemeiits  made  to  our  [Brolherl 
Corlaer  &  You ;  &  our  Young  Men  shall  stay  at  home.  &  not  go  out  to  fight  any  more  ag'  the 
Hat  heads  while  they  be  friends  to  our  Brethren  the  English.  Gave  a  Belt 

Brother  Yehowanne, 

We  are  very  thankfull  for  Your  good  advice  not  to  hearken  to  the  French  to  be  deluded  by 
them  from  our  Duty  and  Allegiance  to  His  Majesty,  for  w..  are  sensible  if  we  do  we  shall  be 
undone,  &  then  they  will  be  able  to  destroy  us  and  divide  our  lan.ls;  wherefore  we  are  fully 
determm'd  to  keep  firmly  to  Our  Engagements  made  to  our  Brethren   the  English,  &  not, 
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hearken  to  their  Delusions ;  we  faithfully  promise  not  to  regard  nor  take  any  notice  of  them, 
&  we  shall  endeavour  on  our  parts  to  keep  this  Engagement;  &  as  you  have  more  skill  & 
knowledge  we  desire  &  hope  you  will  give  Your  assistance  &  advice  to  keep  all  our  people 
unanimous  &  of  one  Mind.  Gave  a  Belt. 

Brother  Corlaer  Waraghjago  &  Yehowanne 
We  have  now  done  with  what  we  had  to  say. 


Copy 


(Signed)         W.  Shirley. 


His  Excellency  Gov' Clinton  told  them  that  they  should  receive'  five  Barrells  of  Beer  to  drink 
Hia  Majesty's  health,  desired  their  Young  Men  to  dance  this  Evening,  &  that  they  sho'd  receive 
their  I'resents  to  morrow. 


I' 


Governor  Shirley  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Galissoniere. 

[  New- York  Papers,  Uh.,  No.  18.  ] 

Alhany  July  SQ"-  O.  S.  1748 
Sir, 

I  am  to  acknowledge  the  Honour  of  Your  Letter  v;"'''  Serg'  Hawke  deliver'd  me  at  his  Return 
from  Canada. 

Governour  Clinton's  &,  my  sending  the  present  Flagg  of  truce  to  you  is  occasion'd  by  the 
Complaints  of  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations  (who  have  been  under  iiis  Majesty's  protection 
ever  since  the  first  settlement  of  the  English  in  North  America,  &  consider'd  as  Vassalls  of  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain)  y*  some  of  their  Captives  in  Canada  are  kept  in  Irons  whereupon  not 
knowing  what  nuniher  ot  French  Prisoners  (■ov''  Clinton  might  have  collected  in  the  Government 
of  New  York,  to  send  in  E.xchange  (or  'em  I  brought  w""  me  fourteen  Prisoners  belonging  to 
Old  France,  from  my  own  Governm'  to  send  for  the  Redemption  of  those  Indians,  &  we  now 
send  'em  to  Montreal  by  the  way  of  Oswego. 

M'"  Clinton  informs  inc,  Sir,  he  has  so  fully  wrote  to  you  upon  the  Right  w**"  the  Indians  of 
the  Six  Nations  who  are  expressly  acknowledg'd  in  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  to  be  under  His 
Miij^'Sty's  Protection,  have  to  be  treated  as  bis  Subjects  in  their  Cp,  'ity,  that  I  would  not 
farther  trouble  you  upon  that  point,  but  I  begg  leave  to  rcferr  you  to  his  letter,  &  perswade 
myself.  Sir,  from  the  humanity  &  politeness,  w''"'  visibly  appear  in  the  letter  with  which  you 
honoured  me,  that  if  those  Indians  were  confin'd  in  Irons  as  has  been  Represented  to  us 
you  have  upon  receiving  that  letter  ordered  'em  to  be  released  from  'em  &  that  I  need  add 
nothing  here  upon  that  head. 

As  to  insisting  upon  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations  coming  in  person  to  Canada  to  treat  with 
Ilia  most  Christian  Mijcsty's  (iovernour  ihere  for  the  Redemption  of  their  Brethren,  who  are 
made  Captives;  as  has  been  represented  to  M'  Clinton  &  me  has  been  done,  I  can't  but  think, 
Sir,  you  will  be  of  opinion  that  as  those  Indians  are  the  King  our  Masters  Vassalls,  engag'd 

'  Imvi' lliin  iifliTiiooii,  New-York  Voloniril  Manuirrijil',  I..\\VI.,  from  tlm  copy  ill  wlikh  voluiiii'  tlio  worJi  and  letters 
withiu  bracketit,  iu  the  above  ludiKD  Coaferfiicea,  ar«  added.  — £o. 


V 


flpK*"-"--"?-***!*'' ' 


LONDON  DOCUMENTS :    XXVIII, 


453 


in  his  warr,  M  belongs  to  him  to  treat  for  their  release  &  y«  it  is  contrary  to  the  Custom  of 
Nations  for  one  Prince  to  require  the  Subjects  &  Vassalls  of  another  Prince  to  come  into  his 
ferritories  to  treat  for  the  Redemption  of  tlieir  Brethren  taiten  Prisoners  in  Warr,  &  that  such 
an  .nnovation  is  an  Infraction  of  the  Right  that  every  Prince  has  over  his  own  Subjects  and 
Vassalls;  and  I  hope,  Sir,  (for  settling  this  point)  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  manifest  Your 
concurrence  in  Opinion  w'"  me  by  accepting  the  fourteen  Prisoners  now  sent  in  Exchange  for 
the  Indian  Prisoners  of  the  Six  Nations  if  Governour  Clinton  has  not  already  sent  a  sufficient 
Number  for  that  purpose  from  New  York. 

I  have  mention'd  to  M'  Clinton  what  you  observ'd  upon  the  French  prisoners  belonging  (o 
Canada  not  being  sent  there  i„  Consequence  of  my  proposal  to  the  Marquis  De  Beauharnoi«. 
in  behalf  of  his  Majesty's  other  Governors  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  New  England,  and  he 
assures  me  he  has  sent  all  he  could  hear  of  in  his  Government,  except  some  that  were  sent  to 
the  I-  rench  Colonies  in  the  West  Indies  before  he  had  received  my  letter.  As  to  those  w'"  fall 
into  the  hands  of  our  Indians  he  has  us'd  his  Endeavours  to  procure  'em,  &  actually  sent  four 
to  Canada  by  his  Flag  of  Truce;  &  will  send  the  others  as  soon  as  he  has  it  in  his  power  to 
obtain  'em,  w<=-  he  apprehends  the  Report  of  the  usage  of  the  Indian  Prisoners  in  Canada  has 
very  much  contributed  to  hinder  him  from  having. 

A  Report  founded  upon  Advices    from    England    prevails    here   that   Preliminaries  for  "a 
General   Pacification   are    sign'd    at   Aix    la  Chapelle   by    the    Kings   our   Masters   and    the 
btates  General,  and  that  in  consequence  thereof  a  Cessation  of  Arms  has  been  published  at 
London  &  Pans,  &  at  the  Head  Quarters  of  both  Ar.iiies  in  Flanders  :  Thistho'  not  confirmed 
by  Instructions  from  his  Majesty,  w^"  M^  Clinton  and  I  are  in  daily  Expectation  of  receiving, 
seems  so  well  grounded  that  in  order  to  put  an  End  to  the  Bloodshed  &  Ravages  of  Warr  as 
soon  as  possible,  which  we  think  it  a  Duty  incumbent  upon  us  to  do;  we  havfe  determin'd  to 
withhold  our  English  &  Indian  parties  from  committing  Hostilities  against  the  French,  untill 
the  return  of  our  Flag  of  Truce,  with  Your  answer;  and  we  Hatter  ourselves.  Sir,  that  you 
will  be  of  the  same  sentiments  with  Regar.l  to  the  French  &  Indians  under  Your  Government 
1  have  inquired  into  the  reality  of  the  base  Attempt  reported  to  you  to  have  been  formed  by 
some  English  of  the  Government  of  New  York,  to  induce  the  Indians  in  the  French  intere/t 
treacherously  to  murder  the  Garrison  at  Crown  point,  but  don't  find  any  just  grounds  for  the 
Report,  &  can't  but  hope  from  the  unprecedentedness  of  so  wild  a  Scheme  among  the  English 
that  the  Representation  made  of  such  an  one  to  you,  is  either  an  absoiut    mistake  or  Faishood. 
I  have  wrote  to  the  several  Neighbouring  English  (Jovernours,  desiring  them  to  signifie  their 
consent  to  the  Proposals  made  by  me  on  their  behalf,  &  agreed  between  Yourself  &  me  on  the 
part  of  the  Province  under  my  Government  &  Canada,  for  a  mutual  Discharge  of  Prisoners  on 
both  sides.  &  to  send  me  their  (i„otas  of  Expence  incurr'd  by  You  on  account  of  Your  Flag  of 
Truce   sent  by  sea  to  Boston,    with    English    Prisoners   belonging  to  the  several   American 
Governments,  &  some  to  England ;  but  have  only  receiv'd  answers  in  general,  that  they  will 
ratify  those  Proposalls  &  pay  their  Quotas  of  the  charge  already  arisen,  but  no  farther  yet  from 
'en.  as  I  have  no  doubt  but  I  shall  soon,  &  be  able  to  adjust  the  ballance  with  you.— In  this 
case,  Sir.  you  will  be  pleased  to  make  a  just  Allowance  lor  the  Difference  between  several 
English  (Jovernours  who  have  Assemblies  to  consult  in  all  money  Matters  and  other  Material 
points  of   Government.  &  Yourself  who  have  the  sole  determination  &  Execution  of  these 
matters,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  Country  uii.ler  Your  Commaml.  w-  necessarily  retards  the 
proceedings  of  the  former;  However  I  may  say  in  the  mean  time  that  1  beleive  the  chargea 
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incurr'd  by  my  own  Government  on  account  of  the  Flagg  of  Truce  I  sent  you  by  sea  to 
Quebeck,  with  prisoners  belonging  to  Canada,  exceed  what  is  due  from  it  for  its  Quota  of  the 
whole  Expence  rising  on  the  part  of  the  English. 

It  gives  me  a  sensible  pleasure  to  find  that  the  civilities  w***  I  shew'd  the  Sieur  Rambault 
were  agreeable  to  you. 

I  must  ask  Your  Excuse  for  anything  w'*"  I  may  have  omitted  to  answer  of  Your  letter  w'*" 
I  have  not  at  present  before  me,  but  thro  my  Hurry  in  leaving  Boston  to  come  to  this  place, 
casually  left  behind  me;  and  hope  you  will  permitt  n:"3  to  assure  you  that  I  am  with  perfect 
consideration,  Sir,  &° 

P.  S.  1  have  no  Canadeans  Prisoners  in  my  Government  now,  &  I  hope  if  you  have  any 
belonging  to  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  at  Canada,  that  you  will  send  'em  by  the 
Messengers  w<^  shall  deliver  this  to  you. 

Copy.        (Signed)     W.  Shirley. 

To 

The  Marquis  De  La  Gallissoniere,  Governour  General  of  all  New  France,  &  the  Louisiana 
&°  at  Quebec. 


'i  A 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[New  York  Fipen,  Bb.,  No.  IS.] 

My  Lords 

1  some  time  since  received  a  Copy  of  an  Act  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey  for 
running  the  line  of  partition  and  Division  between  that  Province  and  this,  and  at  the  same  time 
was  informed  that  the  Jersey  Proprietors  intended  to  Apply  for  His  Majesty's  Royal  approbation 
of  the  same. 

There  have  been  many  disorders  committed  on  the  Borders  of  these  Provinces  occasioned 
by  the  Lines  remaining  unsettled.  Of  some  of  those  Disorders  I  had  information  given  me  by 
the  late  Governour  of  New  Jersey  by  whom  I  was  requested  to  joirt  in  the  Settlement  of  the 
Line  pursuant  to  Acts  then  and  still  in  force  in  both  Provinces  for  that  purpose  which  I  should  have 
readily  done  but  upon  Enquiry  into  the  matter  I  found  that  the  sum  of  three  thousand  pounds 
formerly  raised  in  this  Province  by  Act  of  the  Fourth  of  King  George  the  first,  had  been  long 
ago  drawn  out  of  the  Treasury  and  paid  to  Commissioners  and  Surveyors  employed  in  that 
Service,  who  began  but  never  compleated  the  Work,  and  are  since  Dead  and  no  other  Money 
was  ever  appropriated  in  this  Province  for  that  service  that  I  can  learn. 

I  also  found  that  all  the  Lands  along  the  Line  for  many  miles  within  this  Province  were 
granted  away  to  Private  Persons  upon  triffling  Quit  Rents  to  the  owners  of  the  lands.  I 
referred  the  matter  and  lecommi  ided  an  Amicable  Agreement  between  ihem  and  the  Jersey 
Proprietors  who  held  a  Meeting  tor  that  purpose  but  nothing  was  agreed  upon. 

As  it  does  not  appear  to  me  that  the  Interest  of  the  Crown  or  of  this  Province  in  General 
are  any  way  concerned  in  the  Matter,  but  only  the  Pattentees  of  the  Lands  along  that  line,  I 
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shall  decline  giving  Your  Lordsi.ips  any  trouble  in  the  Affair,  leaving  it  to  the  particular 

persons  concerned  to  take  such  steps  as  they  shall  think  proper.  particular 

Thus  much  I  thought  it  necessary  to  say  in  Order  to  Explain  the  Reasons  of  my  Conduct  in 

this  Affair,  and  am  with  great  Esteem,  My  Lords,  ^  v^onauct  in 

Fort  George,  in  the  City  of  """"'  Lordships  most  humble 

New  York  the  7-  October  1748.  ^  '^'^'''''  f,'Z^''' 

O.  Clinton. 

To  the  Right  Hon"" 
The  Lords  Commiss"  for  Trade  &  Plantations. 


Govern&i'  Clinton  to  the  Duhe  of  Bedford. 

(Kew-Tork.  (8.  P.  0.)  X.,  618.  J 

My  Lord  Duke. 

mauer«  with^^l"";;  t"  """''  '.'  ^°"'"  ^"■"''  '"^  ^""''^^  ^^  ^°"«'-"°"''  Shirley's  son.     The  other 
matters  with  which  I  was  under  a  necessity  of  giving  your  Grace  the  trouble,  prevented  me 
from   informing  you   that  the   intercourse  between   this   Province   and  Canada  (since  the 
cessation  o»  armes)  being  opened,  I  have  been  informed  by  the  persons  I  sent  to  Canada  for 
the  exchange  of  prisoners  that  the  French  in  Canada  were  in  no  condition  to  have  made  any 
resistance,  had  the  expedition  against  them  proceeded  as  was  intended.     They  wanted  both 
ammunition  nn«^  arms  to  make  any  defence,  and  therefore  had  resolved  to  capitulate  upon  the 
appearance  of  H,s  Majesty's  forces.     The  same  has  been  confirmed  by  the  French  Officers  sent 
to  me  from  the  Governour  of  Canada  for  the  like  purposes  I  sent  to  him.     I  am  very  well 
assured  by  our  prisoners  who  returned  as  well  as  the  messingers  I  sent  to  Canada  that  our 
nd.ans  had  laid  waste  a  greater  part  of  the  Frontiers  of  Canada  and  obliged  more  of  their 
farmers  to  abandon  their  settlements  than  had  been  done  by  the  French  Indians  in  this  Province, 
am  likewise   in  ormed   that   all   the  numerous  nations  to  the  Westward  of  the  English 
Colonies,  are  exceedingly  dissatisfied  with  the  French,  that  they  have  killed  several  of"  the 
French  traders,  and  had  blocked  up  the  small  forts  the  French  had  among  them  &  killed  several 
of  their  soldiers. 

This  was  owing  to  the  English  selling  goods  more  than  one  half  cheaper  then  the  French 
did.  and  by  the  F  rench  endeavouring  to  hinder  the  Indians  from  trading  with  the  English 
I  had  certain  intelligence  of  this  above  eighteen  months  ago.  and  I  was  desirous  to  have  sent 
a  sufficient  force  to  have  destroyed  the  French  fort  at  Oniagara.  being  assured  of  the  assistance 
of  te  Indian  Nation  to  the  Westward  of  that  Fort,  which  obstructed  the  intercourse  with  the 
English  traders.  1  appointed  Major  Rutherford,  (one  of  the  Captains  of  an  Independent 
Company)  to  command  on  that  service.  But  the  faction  resolved  to  oppose  all  mv  measures, 
especially  such  whereby  they  thought  I  woul.l  gain  any  reputation,  forced  me  to  lay  aside  this 
design.  1  he  V  rench  in  Canada  are  in  the  utmost  .listress  for  want  of  goods  to  trade  with  the 
Indiims  at  this  time,  which  I  should  have  made  the  best  use  of  in  my  power  fbr  promoting 
the  English  trade  and  interest  amongst  those  numerous  nations,  if  the  Assembly  would  have 
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given  any  assistance,  but  they  are  so  far  from  this,  that  the  faction  are  now  strengthning  their 
interest  by  incouraging  a  direct  trade  to  Canada,  whereby  many  in  this  place  can  gett  more 
speedy  profitts  then  can  be  so  soon  got  by  the  trade  with  these  distant  Nations.  These,  with 
many  other  instances  shew  the  necessity  there  is  of  strengthening  the  hands  of  His  Majesty's 
officers,  and  freeing  them  from  the  undue  influence  which  the  Assembly  has  assumed  over  them 
and  of  which,  I  more  particularly  informed  your  Grace  in  my  former  letters. 

Assoon  as  the  present  Sessions  of  Assembly  shall  be  over,  I  shall  lay  their  proceeding  before 
your  Grace,  and  which  I  believe  your  Grace  will  think  deserve  your  attention.  I  am  with  all 
duty  and  respect,  My  Lord  Duke, 

Your  Graces  most  humble 
Fort  George  at  New  York  and  most  obedient  Servant 

20""  October  1748  G.  Clinton. 

To  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Loi'ds  of  Ti'ade. 

t  New-York  Pspere,  Ilh.,  Na  IT. ] 

My  Lords, 

I  have  in  my  former  letters  inform'd  Your  Lordships  what  Incroachments  the  Assemblys  of 
this  Province  have  from  time  to  time  made  on  His  Majesty's  Prerogative  &  Authority  in  this 
Province  in  drawing  an  absolute  dependence  of  ail  the  Officers  upon  them  for  their  Saleries  & 
Reward  of  their  services,  &  by  their  taking  in  efl'ect  the  Nomination  to  all  Officers,  as  will 
appear  from  former  acts,  which  I  formerly  mentioned,  and  by  two  Acts  the  printed  copies  of 
which  1  send  Your  Lordships,  and  one  Entitled  "An  Act  to  make  Provision  for  several  services 
&c  and  an  Act  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries,  services  &  contingencies  therein  mentioned  &c" 

That  Your  Lordships  may  the  better  comprehend  the  Methods  which  the  Assembly  have 
taken  to  draw  unto  themselves  the  executive  powers  of  Government  I  must  observe  to 
Your  Lordships. 

1'"^  That  the  Assembly  refuse  to  admit  of  any  amendment  to  any  money  bill,  in  any  part  of 
the  Bill ;  so  that  the  Bill  must  pass  as  it  comes  from  the  Assembly,  or  all  the  Supplies  granted 
for  the  support  of  Government,  &  the  most  urgent  services  must  be  lost. 

2"""^  It  appears  that  they  take  the  Payment  of  the  F'orces,  passing  of  Muster  Rolls  into  their 
own  hands  by  naming  the  Commissaries  for  those  purposes  in  the  Act. 

3rJiy  They  by  granting  the  Saleries  to  the  Officers  personaly  by  name  &  not  to  the  Officer  for 
the  time  being,  intimate  that  if  any  person  be  appointed  to  any  Office  his  Salery  must  depend 
upon  their  approbation  of  the  Appointment. 

4ihiy  They  issue  the  greatest  part  of  the  Money  granted  to  His  Majesty  without  Warrant, 
though  by  His  Majesty's  Commission  to  me  it  is  directed  that  all  Monies  raised  by  Act  of 
Assembly,  shall  be  issued  from  the  Treasury  by  my  Warrant  &  not  otherwise. 

5thiy  They  have  appointed  an  Agent  for  the  Colony  who  is  to  take  his  Directions  from  a 
a  Committee  of  Assembly  (exclusive  of  the  Council  &  of  the  Governour  and  to  be  paid  by 
Warrant  from  the  Speaker  of  the  Assembly. 
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Sa^rLVt;il':„^r:l^:;":T''•^"f  rfS  ^^^  «"•  ^^r  payment  of  the  Officers 
of  the  Forces  poedn  Tnt  r  ortheT  f'  1'"T'  ''  ''''  ''''''  *°  '^  '"^^  P^^"-"* 
or  je^e  the  cLony  .efentferro^rnt  rr^Inl: ^  '  ^"^^  ""^  ^^  '''  ^'"• 

the  Assembly  has'  fro„  il  ^o  "  ^  f "  T  ""  "  '°P"  *°  ''^  '''^"^  ^^^  ^''^  '^'"^-^t'- 
making  Provision  for  h  De  en  of  e  Coum  "'T  ""'  "'""'^^^  '^'^  "^^  ""'^^  '"  '^'^'^ 
consideration  whether  it  be  not  hth  t  me  I  7  ''  .  ""1  "°^  "'"^  '^  '°  ''""^  ^^^'^^'^'P^ 
on  His  Majesty's  Authority  in  IP  oceldrr  2  '"  "'  ""?'"''°"  °'  ^'^^  ^^^^'"^'y 
Majesty  signify  his  Disaliowince  of  f  hi  A  /  ?,  .  P"'"''"'"  ""^^  ''  °°'  ^«  P^°P«^  '»!«*  His 
alread/ia'molt     art       ke„    t"  effect   %Z  'T  '"^^"'"^  °'  '^'^"^«'  ^'^""Sh  it  have 

appointment  of  an  Agenrexcusive  of  thJr  """Vn  "^"^  '•^"^""  ^°^^^'«  because  the 
clause,  or  at  least  m^gi      «rounl  t  1  "^  """".""'^  "^^'^  construed  a  perpetual 

Assembly.  &  for  their^i^^^STn:  s^'o  e"^!'  ^"etlod  '^  '^"T"  ^L'  '"''''  ^'''  ^' 
And  I  m-ist  in  General  bee  of  Ynnr  r     Tu  ■  supportmg  the  Government. 

Instruction  or  otre:  i      d  .1  ^  ne^^^^^^^^^^^^^^  '''7  ^"^  f'^"^  ^°"^'''^'^"°"  ^^^^ 

Incroachments  of  the  Assemblies  of  fhrP^^        Put  a  stop  to  these  perpetually  growing 

and  his  Majesty's  othefo^r  1  ::::::zz:z^r:;:t'  '^^^^  ""-^^^^  -''  -' 

My  Lords, 

Fort  George,  at  New  York.  ^""'"  ^°'^'^'^'  ""T  ^"'"^'^ 

20  October  1748.  ''"^  ™°^*  obedient  Servant 

G.  Clinton. 


To 


The  Right  Hon""  The  Lords  Commissioners 
of  Trade  and  Plantations. 


. ''  i 
.1 


Governor-  Shirley/  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 

[  New- York,  ( 8.  P.  0. )  X.,  880.  ] 

(Copy) 
My  Lord  Duke.  Boston  N.  England  Oct'  24.  1748. 

I  am  honour'd  with  your  Grace's  letters  of  the  7"-  of  May  2S">  of  Inn.  «n^  mh    r  a 
last,  and  have  caus'd  due  obedience  to  be  paid  within  this  Pro'  il  to  H    M  • "  t  'T 

signify'd  to  me  in  'em;  as  also  with  nnothpr  i»m       :      ''^'"''^ '°  "'"  ^^"J^^^^y's  commands 

acquainting  n>e  that  His  Maje    y  do     no H^en^    tL^^^^^  '^T.''' ''^  ^"'^  ""' ^'^^^ 

late  intended  expedition  agist^anada  shl     l        ^  r     Z  ^  d^^  ^"^ 

the  proper  methods  for  recovering  'em  from  them,  and  ^Z.  'JnT^^l'd  in  Z^Z 
Vol.  VI.  gg 
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Btores  as  soon  as  possible.  Tn  answer  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Grace  that  before 
the  soldiers  were  paid  I  oblig'd  'em  either  to  return  their  arms  or  made  a  deduction  for  the  cost 
of  'em  out  of  their  pay,  except  as  to  those  who  had  lost  'em  by  inevitable  misfortune  in  actual 
service;  and  as  to  such  part  of  the  arms  as  is  return'd,  I  have  furnish'd  the  soldiers  whom 
M'  Knowles  and  I,  by  His  Majesty's  orders,  sent  from  hence  for  the  protection  of  Nova  Scotia 
and  part  of  Gorham's  Independent  Company  of  Rangers  there,  out  of  'em  (there  not  being 
spare  arms  in  His  Majesty's  garrifon  at  Annapolis  Royal,  as  I  was  informed,  for  that  purpose) 
and  the  remainder  are  lodg'd  in  His  Majesty's  Castle  William  for  his  orders ;  which  1  hope 
will  be  approv'd  of. 

I  have  also  to  acquaint  your  Grace  that  I  shall  soon  be  able  to  transmit  such  part  of  the 
accounts  of  the  late  expedition  against  Canada  as  I  can  collect  from  the  several  Governments 
concern'd  in  it,  liquidated  and  adjusted,  to  your  Grace,  pursuant  to  His  Majesty's  orders 
signify'd  to  M'  Knowles  and  me,  in  a  letter  from  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  dated  the  30"" 
of  May  1747.  whereby  we  are  directed  to  collect  those  accounts  and  to  transmit  'em  liquidated 
and  adjusted,  with  the  proper  vouchers  in  order  to  be  laid  before  the  Parliament  that  provision 
might  be  made  for  payment  of  'em.  And  I  trouble  your  Grace  with  the  mention  of  this,  here, 
because  I  am  informed  that  the  governments  of  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut  have,  by  their 
Agents,  oflTer'd  the  bills  at  the  Treasury  or  Paymaster  General's  Office  for  the  amount  of  the 
expence  charg'd  by  them  to  the  Crown  on  account  of  that  expedition,  which  if  they  are  paid 
before  your  Grace  receives  the  account  as  it  is  liquidated  and  adjusted  here,  may  occasion  the 
payment  of  a  considerable  sum,  which  you  may  possibly  be  of  opinion  ought  not  to  have  been 
allow'd  those  two  governments,  and  very  probably  it  may  be  the  same  case  in  respect  of  other 
governments: — Wherefore  1  think  it  my  duty  to  apprize  your  Grace  of  it,  to  prevent  any 
premature  payment.     I  am,  with  the  most  dutiful  regard.  My  Lord  Duke, 

Your  Grace's  most  humble  and 

most  obedient  Servant 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  .Bedford  (signed)  W.  Shirley. 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  NaW'Tork  Pipen,  Hh.,  No.  18.] 

Fort  George  at  New  York  SO'""  Oct'  1748. 
My  Lords 

I  have  Duplicates  of  Your  Lordships  pleasure  of  the  S""  and  29""  of  June  (the  original 
whereof  have  not  come  to  my  hands)  1  hope  Your  Lordships  will  excuse  me  if  in  anything  I 
have  not  so  punctually  answered  Your  Expectations,  in  the  directions  you  have  formerly  as  well 
as  now  given  me.  At  this  Instant  I  have  the  Assembly  Affairs  upon  my  hands,  But  I  hope 
after  this  in  time  of  peace  to  convince  Your  Lordships  with  what  dilligence  I  persue  Your  orderb 
by  my  punctual  Obedience  to  them. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  Your  Lordships  for  the  regard  you  have  had  to  the  letters  and 
confirmations  I  formerly  sent  you,  particularly  relating  to  the  unhappy  differences  that  have 
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by  the  ca.u.„i:rwhie7th: ;   e  z;:;^  i^r  r  ^^'^ "  "^-^ "" '""  ^°"^-'- 

person  who  assisted  me  in  s.innopHnl  H    T  /         *"  propagnle  on  me,  and  on  every 

and  Authoriti  s  wh  cl  his  Mai  stv  1  .s  '^•'J^'^^.^''' V'"'"''  '"  ''''  ^^'^^'^'^^  °''  '^«  ^°-" 
condescension  I  havmLe  3  wi  '";''"'"•''  '"r"'*  ""'  "'^*^"  ^""  ^^^-'^^  -'-* 
insolence  of  this  f^t  on  'op  W  H  ?•  "''":?  '  ''"'  °"  """"y  °^^^«'""«  ''°-  '^e 
moderate  measur.       owe^to   re  ^t  ^,7      'ir^^'^'  ""'  '  '"'^^  "^'^^  ""  ^l^ 

adiice      orct^t^  t^^^^^  "^  ^^^P^  P™  ^o  assist  me  wilh  their 

service.     And   or  tl  i    re toZ  en  M '^    T"""  '"^  ""'  '^°"''"'  '"  "^"'^'"^  «"  ^'^  P"l>"'^k 
particular  service  d   e2     "    Hi!   >  '   T  "T  ."'"  '"'  '""'"^^  """  '^'«  ^'--"^  ""  « 

present  State  o    th     Provin  e  ^^d  h e ^M  .        '  °''"^'"  '"'  ""'  ""'"^"''"^  """  °''  "- 

joyned  with  me  to  perswade  M'  Cohien  to  attend  the  CoNn.il    .    ,        A»'»"^''«'  ""^  «'  feh'rley 
private,  which  he  was  desirous  to   hi         "*",  r  '  '"  ^"■''  ""^  '"'  assistance  in 

tho  I  declined  receiving  that  address  for  th.  r.....        •        •  Lordships, 

Whence  a  natural  conclusion  follows  that  they  do  not  dutyfully  wait  for  His 
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Majestye's  determination  in  differences  between  His  Maje&tye's  Governourand  them  but  would 
sett  up  tlie  people  as  the  dernier  resort:  A  dangerous  scheme  in  all  Governments,  but,  as  I 
think,  in  a  dependent  state  unexcusable,  They  are  not  satisfied  with  this  but  by  tiieir  Resolves 
of  '.he  ae""  they  not  only  claim  all  th«  powers  and  privileges  of  Parliament  but  in  effect  say 
that  if  they  have  a  mind  to  spit  in  their  Governour's  face  he  shall  not  have  the  liberty  to  turn 
it  aside.  I  shall  take  no  further  notice  oi'  these  resolves  in  this  place,  but  leave  them  to  Your 
Lordships  reflections. 

Upon  the  whole  I  perswade  myself  that  Your  Lordships  will  tliink  it  necessary  to  consider 
of  proper  methods  to  preserve  His  Majesties  Authority,  in  this  Province,  which  will  give  an 
Example  to,  and  Tnfluence,  all  the  others  by  freeing  the  Glovernour,  and  all  the  King's  Officers 
from  an  undue  dependence  upon  Assemblyes  and  by  encourageing  those  who  persist  in  iheir 
Duty,  especially  when  expoaed  to  the  malice  of  a  vi"ulent  ftiction.     I  am  with  very  great 

Regard,  My  Lords, 

Your  Lordships  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  Servant. 

To  G.  Clinton 

The  Right  Honourable 

The  Lords  Commissioners  of  Trade  &  Plantations. 


-••♦-♦-♦»»- 


2  he  Pre.'ient  State  of  the  Province  of  New  -  Yorh. 

[  New- York  Pipera,  Ilh.,  No.  90.  ] 

December  IQ""  1746. 
First, 

Since  M'  Clarkes  Administration  tvo  several  Acts  are  annually  passed,  one  by  which  several 
taxes  and  dutys  are  granted  to  the  King  for  support  of  the  Government  of  this  Province,  the 
Monies  thence  a;  ising  to  be  lodged  in  the  Treasury  of  this  Province,  &  n."<t  to  issue  them 
otherwise  than  by  Act  of  the  Governor,  Council  and  Assembly:  By  thr  second  Act  the  Money 
is  annually  issued,  granting  lo  the  several  Officers  by  name  '.vith  an  Additional  title  of  their 
Office,  ceitaii-  Salaries,  &  Rewards  for  their  conli.njient  Services,  &  this  from  the  (Jovernour  in 
Chief  to  the  lowest  Officer  in  Government:  neither  can  the  Governour  otherwise  reward  any 
Contingent  Service. 

Pefort  SP  Clarke's  Administration  the  support  of  Government  was  usually  granted  for  five 
Years  at  the  arrival  of  a  New  Governour,  &  continued  afterwords  during  the  same 
Adininistit.tion  usualy  by  a  gran»  of  thrcse  yeiirij  at  a  time;  and  there  was  no  particular 
application,  olhe.-  than  of  a  general  sum  for  the  annual  support  ol  government,  according  to  an 
Estimate  laid  befcic  the  Assembly,  before  passing  the  Act. 

The  pretences  for  this  Alteration  were  misapplication  of  publick  Money  in  former  Governour's 
times  and  for  this  they  must  go  back  as  far  as  the  time  when  Lord  Cornbury  was  Governour, 
in  the  first  years  of  tlie  Keign  of  Queen  Ann ;  as  to  all  others  it  is  a  dispute  with  honest  and 
wise  men  whether  there  were  not  just  &  proper  applications  of  the  Money,  &  alt  of  tliem 


v 


LONDON  DOCUMENTS :    XXVIII 
.,      .,  ■  461 

inconsiderable,  except  a  perquisite  claim  by  M'WalDole  AnHifnrnfH-    m  •        ,   r, 

be  followed,  the  person  on  »hom  the  .hI  ■  ^   ,        i      5         '        "     '"''"'■I'li'lied 
prejudice  to  the  Prerogative  otZ  Crown  lb  .'""  '''"'°'"'"  """'  '"">'"'  <*  ?•"•»?»  '« 

to  any  other  OHieer  ("fesl   "v  If  th!  nm  '  "  ''Z  ""  '■""''•  »""  ''""■i»S  ^  The  .a,ne  as 

by  Act  i  &  thoVef^e  f  ant  ne r/ol  b  "T  '.'"  '"""  "'"'' "  "  "«"  ^"'"'y  "  '"""li'l'-d 

King,  i?  he  .,„„ld  eTo  fed  Lr'eiT  1°  n,    T"  "'  "'  """'''""'•  ""  ''""■"'  ">  "■« 

Antbor^y  of  ,..„.,fg  '^^z  zz:^J::zz:  ^z'^;!,  r  h'^rr " "" 

be  a  favourite  of  the  ruling  faction  •  for  in  fhnf  ..J.  ^        ®  '''°"'*^  ''"PP^"  ^o 

that  have  freque.,,  been  Ld^'l'  JrolVucr  .^0^1-™"^  """"  ^'^^^«  ^"  "^  ''^  ^^'^ 

K^:rk::t  ba:rr:ntt^sr^:r:rj[^  Asse.b^: .««« ca^s.  the 

so  insolent  that  they  have  in  the  Bill  ITZZTno^^  S  f "'  ".  ''"'  ''"  '^'""^  ^^^" 
name  &  put  in  another  without  consult!  g'me  &  the  SoeS  -  "'  """'''  ""''  ""^'^'^ 
Assembly,  had  the  Assurance  to  tell  me  fh  t  t'htv  lad  tli^.    .VA  f"""'  "'  '''  '^°""'="  *= 

^o-sritr-""'^^^^^^^^ 

as  he  may  think  mo«  proper  i,  wrefted  out  o.  Ill  1.1         '  "PP"'"""*  ""-I-  Pe™"- 

the  King  himaelf  (a,  far  L  in  their  weldiTo  '''Tb"T'°",f''™  '''°''"""  »"" 
Ihi.  ca.e  to  .neb  a  length  that  thev  call  the.e  rini  r  V     '^'"'"'''y  ™"i«s  matters  in 

»leney  Bills,  to  whiclftheytu  I'    o;t,,!t:cfu„":L  „'"'"'"  t""'"^^ 
mn«  either  take  it  a.  it'con.e,  from  ...em  o?,:;'    ,  tSZr^  "''""' °  «-«™™' 
remain  without  Support.     The   effect  of  tl,i>.  r  n  .  ^'"^ers  oJ  the  Government  must 

Government  are  on'al.  occas  ns try  rem  .  1^""  °'  '"  .^T'""^  *  ^"«  ^'^^^  °f 
One  remarkable  Instance  iiappeieduirneptT'' '"?>"• '"  '"'  '"""'^  "  ^''"^''^''^  °''  ''• 
my  order  printing  an  accoun   of  the  T    at^    ha<r It  All" '  T\'"  ^'"'^  ^'""'"^  ^'^  '^^ 

the  publication  might  be  of  use  on  sever  I  iJ    ?  f  /"^  '"""'  ""^  ''"^'■■"'«'  ««  ^  f^^'^'ved 

Bet  part  of  that  shtet.  wh^  ^1  sem    / Z    ^   "i  '"'  ''"""'  ^"  '"^  "  ""^  '^^  «"-'■  ^  '-d 

this  being  unexpectedly  stoptteersowC'^  ''  ""'''    "^'^^  P^^^-^  "^ 

was  made.    Hi'  AnsJer  iTi^    ZZ:^;^^^^^^^^^ 

i-nediately  published  &  he  could  !b  no      ,      '^    l:t U^  h.  t'T   ^^7^"^'-'-   ^°  ^- 
u«ed  to  perswade  him  since  it  could  not  delay  th,U  n   I.  k  """'  '"^  ""'"«  *"" 

he  received  his  money  from  the  Assen.  i;     e^^    t     i    C'  "^f  "'^  ''"^' "«  «— ^ 
accordir.«ly  did.  &  he  would  not  oublish  „w  answ  r  to   la    R  "'"''  """  ""™'  ""  '^« 

it  was  made,  though  in  the  meantime  he  n^.hlT  l  .,  "n'resenlafon  in  Eight  days  after 

But  this  is  not  all.  they        e      Rew  f     !         'T  7'"  "^^^^ 
Fortif-cacion.  &  the  AppofntmJ,  t  ^oZ^Tf        ""'"""^  '"'  '''^'■''^'°-  "^  ""  '^e 
Uunpowder  in  th.  Vrl..  to '1  Otl^rZ;^  l^oZZ^rj^Z^r'"'  '''  """"^^ 
"  «."«.«  pound.  While  the  Speaker  has  (by  his  Wa^ant  ^iH^e^ Juu;:;::^:::: 
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particular  person  without  my  knowledge,  or  the  consent  of  the  Council ;  so  that  they  have  as 
much  as  in  them  lyes  deprived  the  King  of  his  Military  Pow^  r,  and  disabled  the  Governour  of 
this  Province,  from  making  such  Defence  as  he  may  think  requisite,  and  even  in  some  measure 
put  it  in  the  power  of  a  Faction  to  deliver  up  the  Country  to  an  Enemy. 

In  the  fortifications  they  have  every  where  emplo;yed  Men  intirely  ignorant  of  the  art,  who 
have  no  more  pretence  to  knowledge  than  the  meanest  Plowman,  and  have  squandered  away 
large  sums  of  money  with  no  other  view  than  can  appear,  but  in  being  usefull  to  Relations,  or 
to  such  Persons  as  they  thought  could  serve  them  in  future  Elections.  The  works  have  been 
so  manifestly  absurd  that  they  have  been  in  most  places  altered,  &  rebuilt  at  their  own  desires. 
In  making  repairs  to  the  Fort,  which  not  only  Defends  this  town,  but  likewise  the  principal 
Battery  at  the  entrance  of  the  Harbour,  they  refuse  repairing  the  side  next  the  town,  and  even 
left  the  Guns  dismounted  on  that  side;  There  can  be  no  reason  assigned  for  this,  but  a 
malicious  insinuation  that  the  town  may  be  in  Danger  from  a  Governour  whose  Residence  is 
in  the  Fort;  Yet  as  the  Town  is  open  the  Fort  may  be  more  easily  attacked  from  the  Town 
than  any  other  way ;  and  as  soon  as  an  ennemy  getts  possession  of  the  Fort,  all  the  Batterys 
must  fall  into  their  hands,  because  the  P'ort  commands  them. 

To  shew  further  how  much  there  was  a  Design  to  take  the  powers  of  Government  & 
particularly  the  power  of  the  Militia  out  of  the  Governour's  hands,  the  gentlemen  of  the  Council 
who  remained  in  New  York,  several  of  whom  refused  to  attend  me  to  Albany,  took  upon 
themselves  (except  M'  Kenedy  who  refused  to  join  them)  a  power  indeper.dent  of  the 
Governour  by  stiling  themselves  the  Council,  &  issuing  out  orders  in  that  stile  in  my  absence, 
&  without  my  knowledge ;  &  that  not  only  in  Civil  Affairs,  but  in  the  Military,  some  of  which 
orders  were  actually  delivered  to  the  several  Officers  two  days  after  it  was  publikly  known 
that  I  was  returned  to  this  place,  and  this  was  done  without  communicating  them  in  any 
manner  to  me.  vide  paper  N°  in  which  I  charged  them  in  open  Council  with  this,  &  some 
denyed  the  truth  of  the  Fact;  so  that  at  that  time  two  Councills  of  State,  one  present  with  me 
and  acting  with  my  knowledge,  &  another  without  my  knowledge  &  perhaps  contradicting 
that  where  I  was  present,  could  as  they  would  have  it  exist  lawfully  at  the  same  time. 

Beside  all  this  many  things  were  done  in  order  to  disable  me  from  executing  any  Plan  that 
was  concerted  for  the  Annoyance  of  the  Enemy  by  endeavours  to  impress  on  the  minds  of  the 
People  an  ill  Opinion  of  the  Measures  concerted  with  Governour  Shirley  &  Admiral  Warren, 
for  the  purpose  and  an  Endeavour  to  deprive  the  Forces  of  the  use  of  their  provisions,  for  a 
proof  of  which  see  the  Representation  of  the  Assembly,  their  Votes  of  the  S*  of  November 
and  the  account  of  what  passed  with  respect  to  the  Provisions,  when  the  Forches  marched 
from  Albany. 

In  order  more  perfectly  to  conceive  what  power  a  small  faction  may  obtain,  it  must  be 
observed  that  the  Assembly  of  this  Province,  as  all  the  others  in  North  America,  consists  of 
ordinary  Farmers  &  Shop  keepers  of  no  education  or  knowledge  in  publick  Affairs,  or  the 
World,  &  in  this  Province  the  greatest  numbers  are  Foreigners,  or  of  Foreign  Extract,  many 
of  which  do  not  understand  the  English  Language  and  are  genernly  led  by  some  cunning 
Attourney  or  Reader  of  pamphlets. 

In  order  to  establish  &  greater  power  of  this  faction  at  this  time  a  Bill  passed  the  Council  & 
Assembly  this  Session,  constituting  tenn  of  them  perpetual  Auditors  of  the  publick  accounts  of 
this  Province,  without  Limitation  forward,  and  without  any  particular  direction  of  the  Act  for 
their  method  of  proceeding,  by  which  they  might  become  dreadfull  to  almost  every  Man  of 
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The  Reasons  of  Disposing  the  Forces  at  the  Carrying  Place 

w,^;v;.Xttrr  r:  irijrr  ^r  t  "'^ "  ^^^^'-  ^  -  -- 

Forces  which  rende^vous'd  at  Albany  ad  J^h  the  ;r'^  ^"^"«'«  *°  J-  -'^^  the 

the  French  Fort  at  Crown  Point,  the  Ma^h  of  1  N  ?,"""/"'' '"  ""-^^^  to  reduce 
stopt  by  the  appearance  of  a  French  Sa..nHr„n  //'^'^  ^-ngland  troops  was  unexpectedly 
account  of  this  till  after  I  ,eft  A  ba„v    Ttwa?  .    ^'^  ''  ^""^  ^''''^  ^"t  I  had  no 

united  forces,  and  for  that  purp  se  w^s  t  ZlTl^  ''  '''  '^"*'°  ^''""''^  ^"""-^  the 
fortnight  or  three  weeks  for  his  arrivaTwitho.  tT  "^  ^"'^  '"  ^P^^'^  "»'«"  '  >^«*ted  a 

the  season  of  the  year  was  too^ ll^e: "rer^r  n^E:!  "'''''''H'"'  '''  '  ''^^''' 
forces  that  were  at  Albany  to  be  posted  in  such  In  ""  ^nterpr.ze ;  then  I  ordered  the 

the  Enterprizejf  it  should  be  afterLrdsudertLr  "^  '°"^''  ^""'"^  ^««'  ^«<="'t«t« 
during  the  Winter.     For  this  purpZ  ,  oTdt^ f";."":^  "'  '"  "^""  '""«  «-"-  '^-^  '^-"tiers. 

in  place  of  Bastions  to  be  built  capabe  oft  linT/oo"  1  "^"'"''^  *  ^^"^"^  «-«- 

or  twelve  Miles  from  the  Indepe.^  rColt i  ^  .  "  "' ''^' '^"'"y'"^  P''*'^^  ^•'""t  tenn 
summer.     The  particular  Reaso'ns  tr  t^.is7cr::;el^^^^^  '^'  ^-"  ^^P^  «"  this 

attempt  on  Canada  by  Land,  a  Fort  must  UhnZT'  .  ^  ^  "'''  "^^^•"*''  '"  ««««  of«ny 

Army&theNorthernColonies,  eTtM    Ikewis^    ^''"":''^  Communication  between  the 
for  as  they  must  come  near  thi    Fo'rt  ly  cou     h  "dlv  ""  ''T ''''"'"'  "°"''"  ^«  P^-^'ed. 
going  or  returning,  and  the  distance   r  n  tf^^    Phce  tj'th  T     r'"^  '""""'  ^'^''^^  >"  '»>«- 
be  carryed  by  Water  to  Canada  is  only  twe7rMi|!     f  "t   T  "'^^^^ 
Ammunition  &  other  things  of  greatest  burthen  at  such    il  ^/.'^"y'^"S  the   Artillery, 

be  easiest.  &  which  in  this  Country  is  commonlv  ,„  TJ  ""'^  '"  "'"'^  """"^^  «"  ""^y 
prepared  for  a  sudden  Eruption  intVc^^l^e  t'o^'"'"  '"T  -ery  thing  could  be 
obstructions  I  mett  with  I  was  obliged  to  drop  thislsLT"  "'""" '  """'  '^  ^'^  '■^"^°»  ''  '^' 

It  can  hardly  be  imagined  that  the  r>Pnnla  «»•  .1  •    i.      • 
against  Canada.  ,  am  perswad        hey  gel, v::::?"  '"  ""^  '^'^^  ^^"  *°  *»'«  ^'Mition 
be  purchased  at  too  dear  a  price,  and  arfw  Sf        ^^.    ''■■'  "'  ""^  '"""^  ''""'^  't  cannot 
Yet  there  are  Instances  of  Men.  who  arel  fL!  1  '  '"  '''  "^"^^^  ''  '^^^'^  "^'"tie". 

their  passions,  besides  this  Country  is  as  littl«  nr  i-  ■  "T  """^°"»''»bie  things  to  satisfy 
have   lost   all   sense  of  Virtue,  a    'nil'    rr      ^^'.'"^'  ^"''^'•^^  "«  others,  and  wl^^^ 

promtt  inview.they  becon-eleas;  re  ai::  ZT  ';7r'  '"^«  °"'^  ^^^  ^'^ 
Albnny.it  is  impossible  to  prevent  a  CW.,:      .  T'"  ^"''"'"«  ^e^e  dayly  in  sight  of 

Indians,  and  since  a  Corre.;.:d  L  b^^v  Tt^^;;::^^^^^  T\''  '''  ''«'P  «'  our 'other 
Trader,  of  Albany  became  so  easy,  it  is  h  rdiv  tl  ,  ,h  1  ""'^  '^'""  ""^  Acquaintance  the 
matter,  wh.ch  would  turn  so  much  t    U.e^l^^^'''''''  ''''  ''^  ^^--"  -"'^  negl-t  a 
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Oovernor  Clinton  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 

New-Tork,  (  8.  P.  O. )  X.,  631.  ] 

My  Lord  Duke. 

In  my  former  letter  by  Governor  Shirley's  Son,  I  gave  your  Grace  the  state  of  the  publick 
affairs  of  this  Province,  and  the  measures  I  had  resolved  to  follow  during  the  Sessions  of 
Assembly  at  this  time.  As  Governour  Shirley  while  he  was  in  this  Province  last  summer  did 
fully  inform  himself  of  both  persons  and  things  relating  to  this  government,  I  gladly  laid  hold 
of  that  opportunity  to  consult  him  minutely,  while  we  were  together,  on  the  measures  which 
might  be  proper  for  me  to  persue  in  the  Administration  of  government,  and  I  assure  your 
Grace  that  I  have  his  approbation  and  advice  as  to  the  methods  I  now  take.  This  I  have 
thought  proper  to  mention  to  your  Grace,  because  I  thought  him  in  many  respects  the  most 
proper  person  I  could  advise  with,  and  to  take  off  the  effects  of  an  insinuation  published  by 
the  Assembly  that  I  am  influenced  by  one  person  only 

Your  Grace  will  perceive  from  the  speech  I  made  to  the  Assembly,  the  Address  (as  they 
call  it)  intended  to  be  made  to  me,  and  printed  in  their  votes,  and  in  the  publick  newspaper, 
and  from  my  Message  to  them  thereon,  and  the  resolves  they  entered  into  in  consequence  of 
that  Message,  copies  of  all  which  I  transmit  to  your  Grace  in  the  printed  votes  of  the  Assembly 
and  I  humbly  submit  to  your  Grace  with  what  moderation  I  proceed,  on  the  other  hand  in 
what  manner  a  violent  faction  in  the  Assembly  continues  to  insult  the  character  of  His  Majesty's 
Governour  of  this  Province  and  to  insist  on  the  userpations  they  have  made  on  the  Royal 
Prerogative  and  the  executive  powers  of  government,  and  in  place  of  applying  to  His  Majesty 
for  redress  if  any  grievances  tiiey  may  pretend  to  be  under,  apply  to  the  people,  with  a  view 
to  sow  discontent,  to  raise  tumults  and  to  throw  the  country  into  confusion,  while  they  know 
they  have  reduced  the  strength  of  the  Administration  to  the  lowest  ebb,  and  therefore  think  it 
in  no  condition  to  oppose  them. 

But  my  Lord  the  violence  of  the  faction  begins  to  defeat  their  measures,  some  in  the  House 
oppose  them,  and  the  generality  of  the  people  without  doors  blame  their  proceedings.  Were 
it  not  for  fear,  or  rather  terror,  which  many  are  under  from  the  violent  and  insolent  temper  of 
the  head  of  the  faction  (Chief  Justice  De  Lancey)  and  of  a  few  other  men  of  the  like  temper 
who  espouse  his  interest,  the  Administration  would  soon,  now  in  the  time  of  peace  recover  it's 
former  strength. 

Chief  Justice  D'Lancey's  conduct  makes  all  men  affraid  of  the  power  he  has  by  his  office, 
and  of  his  resentment,  and  to  which  every  man  in  this  Piovince  may  in  some  way  or  other  be 
subjected.  This  terror  is  heightened  by  his  appointment  to  be  Lieutenant  Governour;  fur  if 
the  Administration  should  come  into  his  hands,  no  relief  can  be  had  when  the  powers  of 
Governour  &  Chief  Justice  are  united  in  the  same  person ;  or  if  he  should  appoint  another  to 
execute  the  Office  of  Chief  Justice  during  the  time  has  the  administration  of  government,  he 
may  appoint  one  of  those  tools  that  now  serve  his  nmbitioii  and  resentment;  and  no  man 
doubts  that  M'  Horsmanden  would  he  the  man,  who  has  been  guilty  of  perjury,  which  M' 
Catherwood  my  Secrrtary  (who  has  the  honour  to  deliver  this  to  your  Grace)  can  prove,  and 
the  person  who  has  drawn  up  the  addresses,  representations  remonstrance  and  Messages  of  the 
Assembly,  and  is  a  fit  tool  for  the  worst  purposes.  But  if  people  were  once  freed  from  that 
fear  they  are  under  from  the  Chief  Justices'  power,  it  would  soon  appear  that  he  has  no  love 
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Af!K 

;^:rrA:e:£r;:'z\i^:r^^  ^^  -«*  p-'^e-t  to  abse„t 

to  their  inclinations.  But  my  Lord  if  H  M^Tl Tu  1  ,  '"^  ''"  ^^^^  °PP°-  "--^'"g 
the  Commission  of  Lieutenan't  Goverof  iS^h-ul     H  7.^"  *°  "^'^'^^  "^^  *"  ^PP^' 

before  I  leave  this  government  and  His  M^i  it  ol.  7^^"/"^''^'"  *«  ^im  only  some  time 
proceedings  and  userpations  of  the  Ass  mb  v tV  p'''  '"  '''''''  •"'«  disapprobation  of  the 
with  such  instructions  as  shall  be  thonX  '  J  T  r""  P""^"  "^  government,  together 
hands  of  his  Govcrnour.  I  make  no  do^b   b  t  the  fl^ti        t'  "'^  '''^^"'^'^  ^"^"°"^y^"  ''^^ 

But  for  these  purposes  it  will  likewise  h.  "^   '  '"""  ^""  '°  P'^«««- 

whom  I  have  suspended  from  their  se"  in  ColT? '"'  *'' »— ^^  -d  M' Bayard 
for  the  reasons  I  have  given,  and  that  M-AlexTd  ,'  '"""T^  ^'''"'  "'^  ^^^J^^^y's  Council 
Council,  and  M' Hollond  whom  I  hi  tat  ;  'j  r  'Trf  ""  '"  ^^"^  '^^  ^"^'"-'^^  ^a^  - 
Province  being  l.ss  than  seven)  be  confirm  dido's'  ^  l"  """'•"  °'  ^°""'='"'°"  '"  ^»^« 
Courtland  deceased.  '  ""'^  ^^  bchuyler  appointed  in  the  room  of  M' 

There  is  but  one  thins  Mv  J  nrA  n^^f  t 
in  the  views  he  has  form'ed  L  h  ns  If  t    wit  T"""  '°  "''''°^'  ''^  ""''''  ^^^'^  ^e  Lancey 
pretends  to  have  with  the  Arehbilhl  of  0  n      r''''"^7  ""  ''''  '"'^^''"^'  '"'«^"^«'  which  he 
the  assurance  to  tell  me  to  my  f       wTs  /ett  tl,"'  ""''  ^'''''  ""''"'"'  *  ^'^-^  ^^  '-^ 

of  his  interest  that  he  only  keeps  upT le  p  of  t'"'  '"T''  ^"'  "  "  '^""^  ^'^  ^-«t'"g 
would  it  be  on  me  or  any  Governou  f  ,u  °  T  Z'  ^"'  "^^  ^''"^'  ^'"^  "^  ^^"«'  '^"rdship 
should  deliver  powers  to  an  inso  en    1  d         e„  '"""1  '"  ^"^''  "  ""''^  "«  ^'"^^  ^'-^  ' 

that  person,  who  after  having  d  c"  t  ul  ^u  Le ,  7'  '°  T^'  ""  '"  ^'"  "'^''-'-tration ;  to 
concessions  to  the  Assembly  winch  ei';!  '  7  '""  '""  ""  ""°  "'"•^■"g  ^^ose 
and  to  make  me  tired  of  it.'in  or  o^^  ttrT"  T  t  '"  "^'""  '">^  "'^-inistration 
by  which  he  thought  I  would  gai,  r  pt^o  n  ,  "!  >  '^^  ''''''''''*''  ""  -y ---"res 
enemy;  by  one  of  which,  if  I  had    o    b    '   n  .  f^f  '^•"''^'•'y  "'  ^''ose  of  annoyance  of  the 

the  French  inland  trade  and  th  ir  :fl  . '  I  "ov'er  n'u"  '  T"  '  '"'^'^  ^"  ^«'*^^^"«"^  '^-^-y^d 
have  recovered  it  in  many  year.,  i  I  n  e  ,  TT    "   ""  ''"'°"^'  ''"''  ''^y  -"'^  -t 

pass  by  which  the  communicatio^  be  ween  C.nX  ^tr'"''""  ''"''^  ^'"^^  "'  ^"'•''g^^».  »he 
now  evident  could  easily  have  been  e^c Id^         "  r       "'"'!'•'''"  '^  "-'"^^  '-«i.  and  what  is 

My  Lord.  I  think  I  have  sulficie  t     rn    V  ^  ""  "'  ""'  g«^'«^r"n'ent  alone. 

Majestyes  Connnission  to  have  em     ;'';'';,;:","'''""  ,°''  '':  '''''''  ^^""'^-^  "^  ^y  H- 

But  since  his  Commission  is  not  as  ye  e  ivere  „  r"T  T  ""  """"  °'  ^'*'"'  '--"'«"- 
to  wait  His  Majesty's  pleasure.  I  „',  J  ,  "  ^^  '"'"'  '  '''""''  '°  -'-"  '^  '"  my  hands,  and 
retain  it  from  him  if  ,  'thought  it   o    Hi  "  V  "'"  ""'  '"  '""•  "'"'  ''-'«"  that  1  should 

ohiiging  me  to  do  a  thing  so'di.agrea  1  t  .!  '^n.:"':;;'"  '"  f"'  ""'  ""'  '°  "'^'''^  '•-  "y 
It  necessary  for  me  to  suspend  bin.   I  do  1    V    .  ^     "''"'''  ""*^^'"  *'''«  ''''"""''  "'"ke 

"Hdnow  give  for  the  suppLio  i     .^        ""^^^^  '"',!"«  ---  I  have  lormerly  assigned 

I  am  even  perswaded  that  your  (ira  e  w,|  ""•.  "'''  "'"'^''^'''''y  J"«^''-  ^  '-  -  doing, 

write  togather.  what  I  had 'he  hoZ  To  e  "  !7"  "  '""  '-ave  consi.lered  what  .  now 
«hirleys.  that  he  ou.ht  to  be  diveri  not  o  Iv  Th  ';"  '''""  '"  '"^  '"'"'''  '''"-«  -''«>  «' 
.  It  can  be  of  no  pu.po.e  for  n  m   " tl  V  "'    ',"  "    "."  "'"'"  "''  f'"^'^^'  """  ^-"t. 

"'"e  as  J  shall  hav.    ,     ived  Hi.  M  LsTv  «  i    T     ^     ^^^    ^  "'  ""*  ''•■"^'"«-  "'^'"-  ""«.  '*"  «"ch 

Majtsty  s  u.struct.ons  on  the  n.atters  which  I  have  formerly 
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and  now  submit  to  Your  Grace ;  and  therefore  I  must  beg  to  know  His  Majestyes  pleasure.    I 

am  with  the  greatest  of  respect,  My  Lord  Duke 

Your  Gracep  most  obedient 
New  York  and  most  humble  servant 

30»^  Oct'  1748  Or.  Clinton. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 


!!■ 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[N*v-Tork  Papera,  Eh.,  No.  It.] 

Fort  George  in  New  York  15"  Nov""  1748. 
My  Lords. 

The  Sessions  of  Assembly  being  now  at  an  End  I  shall  at  this  time  Give  Your  Lordships 
some  account  of  the  Bills  to  which  I  have  given  my  Assent,  &  others  which  had  passed  the 
House  of  Assembly,  but  had  not  passed  the  Council,  when  I  thought  it  for  His  Majesties 
service  to  put  an  end  to  the  Session  by  a  Prorogation  to  March  next,  begging  leave  to  refer  Your 
Lordships  to  my  last  of  the  30"'  of  last  Month,  &  my  preceding  letters,  as  to  the  other  Matters 
which  1  think  of  great  consequence  to  His  Majesties  service  in  this  Province. 

The  Bills  which  I  have  given  my  assent  to  are 

1"  The  Bill  entitled.  An  Act  further  to  continue  an  Act  entitled  An  Act  for  and  towards  supporting 
the  Government  oft/ie  Colony,  by  granting  to  His  Majesty  the  Dutys  therein  mentioned  from  the  l"  day  of 
December  1740  to  1741.  This  bears  the  same  title  with  the  Acts  by  which  in  the  time  of  my 
predecessors  the  Assembly  granted  Money  for  the  support  of  His  Majesties  Government  of  this 
Province,  and  by  which  the  monies  arising  by  it  were  directed  to  be  paid  by  Warrants,  signed 
by  the  Governour  in  Council  to  the  Officers  for  their  Salaries  &  for  contingent  services.  But  by 
this  Act  the  Monies  are  to  remain  in  the  Treasury,  till  issued  by  some  future  Act  of  Governour, 
Council  and  Assembly.  I  gave  my  assent  to  this  least  the  Duties  granted  for  support  of 
Government  should  ceaen, 

2"<uy  The  Bill  entitled  An  Act  for  the  payment  of  the  Forces  on  the  Northern  Frontiers. 

I  was  under  a  necessity  of  giving  my  Assent  to  this  Bill,  otherwise  the  Forces  raised  in  this 
Province  for  the  Defence  of  the  Fiontiers  must  have  dispersed  without  payment  of  several 
Months  Arrears  which  might  have  occat.'oned  mutiny  and  other  disorders;  though  I  had  strong 
objections  to  the  Bill  as  1"  the  Paymasters  .vre  appointed  by  the  Bill  without  my  nomination, 
&  are  persons  notoriously  disaffected  to  me.  2™*'^  The  Money  by  the  Act  is  directed  to  be  paid 
to  every  private  Soldier  and  not  the  Captains  as  usual,  By  this  those  Gentlemen  who  have 
been  most  zealous  in  the  Service,  &  for  keeping  their  companies  complent  are  likely  to  be  great 
sufferers  by  having  advanced  both  money  &  provisions  for  their  Men,  in  order  to  keep  them 
together  &  to  their  Duty;  during  the  time  the  Assembly  had  granted  no  supply  for  that 
purpose  while  others  suffered  their  Men  to  disperse  and  go  to  work.  And  3""»  They  did  what 
they  could  to  prevent  the  filling  up  and  compleatingthe  Independent  companies  in  His  Majesty's 
Pay,  for  aller  it  was  known  that  the  forces  in  the  Country  pay  were  to  be  disbaudeu  it  is 
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the.r  having  only  half  the  pay  which  hose  Tn  thT  P  7""'  ""^'''  ^'"''  'J'«'=«»rBgem-  by 
provisions  allowed  them  while  the  oth  rs  w  "  'n  h"  'T.  '''^  "'^'  '"°"«'^'  *  ''"'^  "^ 
besides  their  Pay.  &  this  occasioned  freaurV"T''^  '^"'i  P'""^''^'""^  '■^°'"  the  Assembly 

Assembly  isao  have  any  powerrfoLTnZp^  "'•.       '  ^''"'  '°^  ""^'"'"8  ^''^ 

3""-  An  Act  entitled  An  Act  furthJTn       ,  .'""''  ""^^P«nd«"t  of  them.  * 

''tS^a^i:  1^"^' ""''  'oZa:;:^Tz:::  "'"'  ^^  ^^'  ^  -^^^  '^«  ^^^-^  * 

which'thtULrirfZ-?rXo77hll%"oi^^^^^^^^  *''  '^^^'^'"«  «""««  o*-  O-egc.  on 

Innovation,  which  it  is  not  ea  y  to  co^re  V^^^^^^^^  But  in  it  they  have  introduced'  an 
Forfe.tures  in  that  Act  shall  be  su'^d  forTn  e  „  me  of  th'T"''  •'  "  '"""  <"">  '^'^^^  ^^^^ 
be  granted  to  the  King.  I  cannot  guess  for  what  Duroo«',l"'T'''""'"  ^''""^'^  ^^«  """"^^ 
a  distinction  frequent  among  them  of  thlxTn  '  ^^  "  ''  '^°"''  ""'«««  '^  ''^  »«  keep  up 

money  and  the  Colony's  money  treKit'slofnl  "7^  o  !''  '''"'"'^'^  '""^'^'^  '^^  ^^^l 
&  the  Colony's  Officers  &c.  ^         "^^  '"'^  '^'  ^"'""^'^  '^^«P«.  the  King's  Officers 

^  Noting  Material  occurs  to  me  to  be  observ'd  on  the  other  Acts  to  which  I  have  given 

^t^rhXg^etroT^^^^^^^  "  ^^'^"^  '^^^"""'  '^^^^ 

sei:;:' Vte  cln;:i?j7,^^^^^^^  :^r  ^^-^^  ^^  ^e  made  for  His  Majesty's 

His  Majesty.  ^'  ""'"«''  '^'  '"""^^  »"*  "^  «hich  they  are  to  be  paid  is  granted  to 

thi^Trovfncf^e'-iX^^^^  ""'^  the  Assemblies  of 

Province,  by  force  of  any  Act  pas  ed  bv  Z  a  ^^  n'""  °"  "'"  *'"J-y'«  «"bjects  of  this 

to  the  King.  &  to  be  iss'ued  by     e  Glernour^";""'"'  ^""v  '  "'  ^"^"'"^  '«  ''^ '^  ^-"ted 
directed  by  this  Act  are  to  be  marwi.h  ""'•     ^''  ^^  '^'''  ^''  «"  the  payments 

3-  The  Assembly  in  orlTer  to    a^    7   rdLTflT'  '""'  ^''^J^-ernour  for  that'pVo" 
granted  rewards.  &  allowed  of  chairs  to  n^  M     .  '  °'""  "''  ^'"J'-^'^'^  ^^'y^-^ts,  have 

mere  pretences  of  services.  &  to  tr  I  ot  TT  "'"  T"  ""'  •^'"'""^'''^  'y  ^  «" 
Hundred  &  two  pounds  while  at  the  sam  Urn  tZ  h", "  '7  ''""  ^'^  ^""^  °'"  '^-- 
who  were  employed  by  mo  for  real  series  lev  7.„  T""'"'  '"  ^""'^  ''^  '"'>'  "^hers. 
person  I  employed  at  their  request.  & "o    wMfhM  '^  ^   '°  '"P"^  '"""^'y  '"'^•""^-'  ^'y  « 

for  sending  persons  with  twe.uy  fi  e  FVend  •  i  .7  P^'^i'-'-'y  ?-e  a  Vote  of  Credit  (vfz.) 
was  known,  to  be  exchanged  for  Indian  and  o  .7'^  "'"  ''"'"  '''*'  ^^^^'^^ion  of  arms 
And  on  this  occasion  I  must  ol.s^  e "h "Vam  ^ 't'7"7' ^'' 

Advance  for  any  contingent  Service  in  tie  Ad  "^'^r  T  ""'  "^'"  '"'"''"^  '^^  ^^^  "^ 
must  be  undertaken  in'trust  th     t .    A  :etb    Ti 7'^'      '^7""^  '^"''»"  ^^'-^^-S- 

believe  no  other  Oovernn.ent  is  laid  u..^  "^  "^"^  '"     ^  ^"^'^^'"P  *»'-'  * 

A ";.  v::::;:t:Hng:  tSr :l^;^'^-:  -  ;7"'"-<'  -  ^-.e  Assemb,  to  pass  „„ 

-M..g„.nesofOunpo.derinthis.r::;-;S;:;:^^ 
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by  some  former  Acta,  purchased  a  quantity  of  Gunpowder,  which  they  placed  under  a  Store- 
keeper of  their  own  appointing,  they  have  by  this  Act  directed  all  this  Gunpowder  to  be  sold, 
&  the  money  thence  arising  to  be  applyed  to  the  payment  of  the  several  charges  allowed  in 
this  Bill,  And  notwithstanding  this  I  have  not  a  single  pound  of  Gunpowder  allowed  me,  either 
for  the  Defence  of  the  Province,  or  otherwise,  but  even  the  charge  of  every  Gun  fired  on 
publick  occasions,  fuch  as  Birth  Days,  &  other  Salutes,  must  be  at  my  private  Expence. 

The  next  Bill  to  which  I  have  not  given  my  Assent  is  entitled,  A71  Act  for  the  payment  of  the 
Salaries,  Services  ^  Contingencies  therein  mentioned  untill  the  1"  Day  of  September  1749 

This  was  the  last  Bill  hh  usual  sent  to  the  Council  from  the  Assembly,  &  in  the  oame  terms 
on  which  the  former  of  the  like  kind  were,  and  after  which  they  had  no  more  bussiness  before 
them.  As  to  the  reasons  for  my  refusing  it  I  think  it  Sufficient  to  refer  Your  Lordships  to  my 
Speech  on  the  14"'  of  October  last. 

This  leads  me  to  take  notice  of  the  most  disrespectful!  Address  which  the  Assembly  made 
in  return  to  that  Speech,  &  of  their  Resolves  on  my  refusing  to  receive  that  Address  all  which 
are  In  their  printed  Votes,  which  I  transmit  to  Your  Lordships. 

In  that  Address  (as  they  call  it)  they  endeavour  to  instill  on  the  minds  of  the  People  the 
worst  Opinion  they  can  of  my  Administration,  under  pretence  that  I  am  influenced  by  one 
single  person.  No  man  in  this  Country  doubts  of  their  meaning  M'  Colden  by  that  person. 
They  charge  no  one  fact  on  M'  Colden,  but  his  advising  me  to  make  that  Speech  I  must  submit 
to  Your  Lordships  what  blame  &  censure  he  deserves  for  such  Advice  And  whether  he  deserves 
by  his  advising  me  to  give  the  Answer  I  did,  on  my  refusing  to  receive  that  Address,  the 
character  of  being  an  Enemy  to  the  general  Assembly,  &  People  of  this  Province  and  that 
thereby  I  bad  broke  my  solemn  promise  and  violated  their  Rights  and  Priviledges. 

I  must  at  the  same  time  take  notice  of  a  complaint  made  by  \P  Colden  against  M'  Chief 
Justice  De  Lancey,  a  Copy  of  which  with  M'  De  Lancey's  answer  &  \P  Colden's  Replication 
I  likewise  transmit  to  Your  Lordships.  Your  Lordships  will  perceive  in  what  general  terms 
the  Cheif  Justice  calumniates  M'  Colden's  character  in  the  same  manner  the  Assembly  have 
often  done  mine  as  well  as  his,  in  such  a  manner  that  no  man  can  defend  himself  because  no 
particulars  are  assigned  to  which  an  Answer  can  be  given,  a  manner  of  accusing  that  no  man 
of  sense  &  of  the  least  probity  would  have  taken,  &  in  a  manner  that  none  can  doubt  of  the 
Malice  from  whence  it  proceeds,  &  which  gives  the  strongest  evidence  that  can  be  given  of  the 
good  Character  of  the  person  calumniated ;  For  where  such  a  willingness  appears  to  point  out 
fauUs,  &  yet  none  a^e  pointed  out,  what  stronger  proofs  can  there  be  that  none  can  bn  found. 
Matters  are  now  brought  to  this  pa.-)s  that  if  the  Administration  does  not  exert  itself  all  honest 
Men  are  in  danger  of  being  intimidated,  or  at  least  discouraged  in  doing  their  Duty,  &  others 
emboldened  in  the  worst  practices  to  its  prejudice.  I  have  been  long  sensible  of  the  bad  etlt^cts 
of  the  patience  I  have  had,  &  which  chiefly  arose  from  my  unwillingness  of  doing  anything  on 
my  part  which  might  be  to  the  prejudice  of  Mis  Majesty's  service  in  time  of  War.  But  now 
that  we  have  peace  I  can  see  no  dilliculty  in  doing  what  may  be  necessary  for  the  preservation 
of  His  Majesty's  Authority  in  the  hands  of  his  Governour  of  this  Province. 

I  think  it  needless  for  me  to  trouble  Your  liordships  with  any  Remarks  upon  the  other  Bills 
at  this  time;  My  Secretary,  M'  Catherwood  will  deliver  this  to  Your  Lordships,  who  I  hope 
will  be  able  to  give  Your  Lordships  any  further  Information  that  Your  Lordships  may  desire, 
on  the  subject  matters  of  this  &  my  former  letters.  Ami  I  must  beg  of  Your  Lordships  to  put 
no  delay  in  preparing  such  Inslruclious,  as  the  mutter  I  have  laid  may  require,  for  'till  1  shall 
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advce.  or  of  *„  „..  f„,  „,,„,  „      „,  ,„,  J™     J  f »     ''-'  <^— '  ea.  bo  fro.  i„  ,„.,, 

1  liar,  been  a  good  deal  out  of  Order  Inlelv  „ h    ..,        ''"■'■ 

.  hope  Voor  Urd.i,  „.  .«ea.e  ijelrg'tr.  tZZ::^  Zfr""  '-'■ 

Your  Lordships  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  Servant 
To  G.  Clinton. 

The  Right  Honourable 

The  Lords  of  Trade  &  Plantations. 


Mr.  Colden  to  tU  Dale  of  Bedford. 

[  New-Tork,  (S.  P.  0. )  X.,  64T.  ] 

My  Lord  Duke.  New  York  Nov  22.  1748. 

.T  ICwVole'TeirsIrd  Xrrs'or  T  'iTlT  ^^  ^^'"^  ^^^^^  ^  -^-'^' 
government  in  this  Province  hadZtT  t  ^  '"''  ^'^««"^'''"«  ^g^in^'  His  Majesty's 
opposition  they  mak  .  pr^t  'd  o  no  fS'  7'"^  '^'^''"^^'^'^  ^  personally  in  the 
His  Majesty's  service  in  this  governnu^tl  be  , .  ?V  ""  V'  '''''''  ^^""  ^PP^*^-^ 
follows.  I  have  been  aboveTrrs  „  h!  m  1  T'  't'^  ''''  ''''''  '^'''^^  ''''  -''"* 
preside.-^  in  two  several  Comm.ssions  Hi  m"  ,  "'"  ^  '  ,^°"""'  ''"''  ^'"^  ^'•"^*"^«-  ^  ^ave 
in  the  New  England  Govern  t  ^     T    '  T    '"  '''"'""'  '"P"'*^^  ""»"'  '^'^'^  '•>-- 

by  His  Majesty.  The  ap  alo  the  tl'r  t  fr  s'rr  '"  °"^  °'  '""'  ""  '^^'^  '''-'--^ 
been  principally  intrusted  in  disp  es  wh'c  hn  '.'^"" V*""«'"«  ""'determined.  I  have 
Governments.     I  had  the  ChL  n     i„  o  .      "'"'"  ^''^'''"  ""'^  *  ""^   neighbouring 

beginning  of  M'  Clark'  .d^  L  1  ,  •''  :7 '"  T'"'  'T"'""^  ^^"^'^"  '''''''''  ""  ^' '« 
maoe  to  him  &  by  a  distemper  wh^ht'hv'.ufos  .  ""  T  'I  f''"'^''  '^  ^'"  "P''"^'""" 
chose  to  put  the  entire  conduct  ofrenul  I. VnH  T    """'  ^""""S'"  "P""   '''"i- tl-at  he 

that  M'  Chief  Justice  De  ^a     ey  IL  ,.e  I.'"  TV7  '"""'^  '^^  ^'"'  '"^-    ^°'-t'--^tandi„g 

between  our  families  was  soon  af,rn       "' V'"*^  "^  "'"  opposition  to  M' Clark  an  alliance 

racily  gave  all  the  ::t:::;r;:ro7trrtil:i:n^^  '- ''-  ^-y 

continued  in  frien.iship  &  M'  Chief  Justice  reel-  T'  '"  "''"■  P"^'*'''  '°  •'°-     ^^« 

till  the  present  dissenlns  with    P  cC       e^       .brtwo"      ""''  "'  'T'''''  ''^°'"  '"^' 
commonly  .und  when  men  are  able  to  eondu:f:L:^:::::-  ^ .XZ^;;.^ 
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for  many  years,  and  at  times  when  violent  dissensions  prevail,  so  as  to  give  no  hold  to  any  who 
is  desirous  to  lay  liold  of  every  thing  that  can  be  turn'd  to  their  prejudice;  yet,  I  hope,  my 
Lord,  that  in  this  case  I  may  be  allowed  without  preesumption  to  say,  that  the  conduct  of 
my  adversaries  is  such  as  to  evince  to  the  world  that  they  would  take  advantage  of  every  step 
I  have  made,  &  that  they  have  not  been  able  to  find  any  to  lay  hold  of.  For  they  cannot  be 
so  destitute  of  sense  that  they  would  lay  the  whole  stress  of  their  defence  in  meer  calumnies 
if  they  could  charge  me  with  any  one  fact  to  support  them.  Sometimes  I  am  of  dangerous 
influence  by  my  authority  &  notorious  character;  at  other  times  I  am  a  mean  &  despicable 
person,  of  a  depraved  heart,  or  obnoxious  to  them.  Surely  my  Lord,  such  must  be  allowed  to 
be  meer  calumnies  when  charged  in  such  a  manner,  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  most  innocent 
person  to  make  a  proper  defence. 

But  my  Lord,  when  your  Grace  shall  consider  what  it  is  that  has  given  rise  to  all  this 

rancour  against  me,  I  believe  your  Grace  will  be  perswaded  that  it  deserves  the  attention  of 

his  Majesty's  Ministers.     While  M'  Clinton  put  his  confidence  in  M'  Chief  Justice  De  Lancey, 

M""  Chief  Justice  made  use  of  it  to  put  his  friends  and  dependants  into  all  offices  of  trust  and 

profit,  &  by  that  means  form'd  a  powerfull  faction  in  both  the  Council  &  Assembly.    At  the 

same  time  he  perswaded  M'  Clinton  to  make  such  concessions  to  the  Assembly  as  enabled  his 

faction  to  take,  in  effect,  the  whole  executive  powers  of  Government  into  their  own  hands. 

After  M'  Clinton  was  convinced  of  the  tendency  of  the  advir    given  him,  &  that  there  was  a 

design  form'd  to  wrest  the  administration  out  of  his  hands  by  the  power  of  a  faction,  he  cali'd 

me  from  the  country  where  I  live,  to  give  a  more  constant  attendance  on  the  Council  than  I 

formerly  had  done.     After  which  I  did  endeavour,  with  all  the  cautious  prudence  I  was 

capable  of,  at  a  time  when  matters  of  the  greatest  consequence  for  His  Majesty's  service  were 

depending,  to  support  His  Majesty's  authority,  in  the  hands  of  his  Governour;  while  at  the 

same  time  the  faction  in  the  opposition  laid  hold  of  the  same  to  distress  the  Governour.     This 

I  doubt  not  will  appear  to  Your  Grace  by  considering  the  public  transactions  in  this  Province 

at  that  time.     Assoon  as  the  conclusion  of  a  peace  was  no  longer  doubted,  it  was  thought  a 

proper  time  to  resume  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Assembly,  the  concessions  formerly  made  to 

them  &  to  recover  His  Majesty's  just  Prerogative  out  of  their  hands.     I  hope  your  Grace  will 

observe  that  this  was  don  this  lust  Session  of  Assembly,  in  such  a  manner  as  can  give  no  just 

cause  of  exception.     When  M'  Chief  Justice  observ'd  that  no  provocation  could  make  the 

Governor  loose  his  temper  or  alter  his  measures  which  he  had  entered  into,  after  the  most 

mature  deliberation  with  M'  Shirley,  in  support  of  His  Majesty's  just  authority  in  this  Province, 

his  rancou-  broke  out  against  me  in  a  Committee  of  Council,  &  laid  me  under  a  necessity  of 

complaining  of  it,  in  the  manner  which  your  Grace  will  perceive  from  the  Minutes  of  Council 

on  that  affair;   copies  of  which  M'  Clinton  tells  me  he  intends  to  transmit  to  your  Grace 

for   that   purpose.     No  other  cause  for  this   rancour  does   appear,  and  I  defy  him  or  any 

man  tc  assign  any  just  cause,  or  other,  than  that  I,  as  eldest  Councillor,  stand  in  the  way 

of  his  ambition. 

I  niak'j  no  doubt  your  Grace  will  be  convinced  that  I  have  a  right  to  demand  justice  of  the 
Governor;  &  that  it  highly  concerns  His  Majesty's  service  in  this  government  that  justice 
be  don.  But  as  M"^  Clinton  is  desirous  that  his  cautiousness  may  appear  in  an  affair  where 
his  a'.iversaries  may  take  exception  to  his  being  prejudiced  in  my  favour,  I  was  willing  at  his 
desire  to  desist  from  insisting  on  his  giving  judgement  on  my  complaint,  &  to  submit  it  entirely 
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Your  Graces  most  obedient 

To  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford.  ^°^  ""'^'  humble  servant 

Cadwallader  Golden. 


''♦■■^   - — 


Governor  Clinton  to  Mr.  Catherxoood. 

I  New-Tork  Papery  ( i.  P.  o. )  XI ,  T8.  ] 


Sir. 


from  Holland,  when  thiy  hadTed  inT^  ^Cd^  " '"'  ^is  wife,  who  lately  came  hithe' 
but  were  reduced  by  misLtune  7,'  De  ancev  w  h  "r  TT  '"-V"  '"P'"«  '''^'^  --''• 
otherwne  disguised,  broke  all  the  Jews  winH  7        °"'''"'  ""'"^  ""^'^  ''^'^^^  '>'««k'd  and 

hie  house,  and'  pu.led  and  tot  ev\^  t  <:  t  ^^  antZ^^       '^"'^  °^^"  ''^  '^°-'  ^^"'^ 
woman,  which  put  the  man  and  woman  in  grea   f  i'ht      O  !         "'  ^  """"  '"'  "'^'^  ^''^ 
and  as  he  could  not  have  her.  he  would  hreLrtu      ^'''^^«^«'■«  «''«  ^««  "ike  M'- Clinton. 
The  Jew  was  advised  to  go  to  M^Mulv  the  A  tn         r'"  ?'  "'*''  '^'"^  '■"'^'^'=^"'  '-^"''ge 
advised  him  to  make  it  up.  as  the  p  rnVconcern:^  f  t"""'  "'"  '°°^  '^  '"-•  «"d 

the  Town.  M'  Chambers  advised  t'ekeandTorir^  "  .  n^"  '"  "'"^'P"'  ^'^"^'^  "^ 
against  them,  and  M'  Smith  advised  the  same  T.^  H  "^  v  ^'  '""'"''^  ''"  '^'^  P^«^^«^«d 
Delancey  is  under  a  prosecution  by  the  Crown  I,  J  '    T'  "'"'   ""'withstanding  M' 

defiance  to  every  body,  as  no  LLrye  wiU  uL"  ,'"!'  ""  '"  '"'  ^'"'""^  ""''""-•  ^*d' ing 
chief  Justices  power.     Sure  these  thin.«^onn  °  '"'"'''""^  '"'"'  ^^'"^  ""''•aid  of  the 

and  shew  them'  plainly.  trtnes?thfchef  Z'"^  "^"^  "''^"  '"  '''"'"^'^^"^  ^^^« 

liberty,  as  his  Brother  and  tL  r  ^.ys  are  .1  we'::  T  ""T  ■  '  "°  '"''"  ""  «'''>'  "'"-''- 
which  they  would  be  hang'd  in  Engl  nd   bu  Tel,     7  T"  ''  "'"'^  °"''  '•»''"««•  ^"^ 

the  injured  people  must  take  it  patietly  '"^  '"  "''^''''*  '°  ""^  ^'^'^^  ^"^tice. 

lled7ate;l:7;^^^^^^^^^  ^  '^""  -P'  ^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^'^  - 

General  to  complain  of  the  insult  who  would  1  I  ^''«Pf«^«'^e'-h  went  to  the  Attorney 
deputy,  but  still  nothing  to  be  donl  soiha  tlfe  m  "  "°  "n  "^''  '^  "^"'  ^'^''^^^'^^''^  '«  »"« 
quietly  with  his  broken  head.  TdTs  re  1  J  ,  Jn  7L  ?''  ''  «°  '''"•^'  «"'^  «''  '^-^ 
every  body  with  his  behaviour.  I'dTe  Tat  ytl''!;  ''  '''''"  ''  ''^'^y  ^^  *"  «^ort. 

G.  Clinton. 
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Governor  Clinton  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

I  New-Tork  Pap«n,  Hh,,  No.  18.  ] 

Fort  George  in  New  York.     Feb^  24*  174| 
My  Lords, 

In  my  former  letters  I  particularly  acquainted  Your  Lordships  of  a  violent  Faction  in  this 
Government.  I  now  make  bold  (by  way  of  Summary)  to  inform  Your  Lordships  of  the  rise 
and  progress  of  it,  framed  with  a  design  to  wrest  the  Administration  out  of  the  hands  of  His 
Majesty's  Governour,  &  to  place  it  in  the  hands  of  themselves  in  such  Manner,  as  to  have 
the  power  perpetualy  to  secure  the  Administration  in  some  prevailing  faction,  during  the 
Administration  of  all  future  Governours.  This  is  done  by  the  Assembly's  assuming  (in  effect) 
all  the  publick  moneys  into  their  own  hands,  &  issuing  it  without  Warrant  from  the  Governour. 
Their  taking  all  the  warlike  stores  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Governour  and  placing  them  with 
persons  of  their  own  appointment.  Their  assuming  to  themselves  the  sole  power  of  rewarding 
all  services  &  of  giving  Salaries  to  the  Officers,  &  in  effect  taking  to  themselves  the  Nomination 
of  all  offices,  by  their  granting  the  Salaries  (annualy)  not  to  the  Officer  but  to  the  person  by 
name  in  the  Office. 

The  bad  effects  of  which  His  Majesty's  Authority  and  service  have  appeared  so  evidently  in 
many  Instance,  as  in  its  consequences  may  affect  the  dependency  of  the  Colonies  upon  the 
Crown,  if  not  speedily  remedied;  that  I  thought  it  my  indispensable  Duty  (as  soon  as 
the  cessation  of  arms  took  place)  to  put  a  Stop  to  those  Incroachments  on  the  King's  Authority, 
for  while  the  War  continued,  &  especialy  while  the  Expedition  was  subsisting  against  Canada, 
1  thought  it  necessary  for  me  to  give  way  to  all  such  measures,  as  were  necessary  for  the  more 
effectual  carrying  on  that  Service,  though  at  other  times  they  might  not  be  excusable. 

For  that  Reason  I  resolved  (after  having  maturely  considered  the  matter  with  Governour 
Shirley  while  he  was  in  this  Province  last  summer)  to  insist  on  the  Assemblys  granting  the 
Support  of  Government,  in  the  same  manner  it  had  formerly  been  done  in  the  time  of  my 
predecessors,  Governours  in  Chief  of  this  Province. 

The  Assembly  absolutely  refused  this,  so  that  now  the  Government  remains  without  Support, 
&  many  just  services  and  debts  remain  unpaid. 

As  I  cannot  hope  to  bring  the  Assembly  to  compliance  untill  such  time  as  His  Majesty's 
pleasure  be  signified  in  such  manner  as  to  remove  all  hopes  from  the  faction,  of  their  being  able 
to  continue  their  usurpation  on  the  King's  Prerogative.  I  must  beg  Your  Lordships  to  let  me 
know  His  Majesty's  pleasure  therein  as  soon  as  possible.  For  'till  then  I  car-  not  meet  the 
Assembly,  without  danger  of  exposing  the  King's  Autliority,  &  my  sr'*,  o  loniempt:  As  soon 
as  1  shall  know  His  Majesty's  pleasure  I  shall  ludeavour  to  put  it  in  Exsoutioi,,  in  the  most 
prudent  method  possible. 

1  must  beg  leave  further  to  inform  Your  Lonlships  (as  I  have  formerly  done)  that  this  faction 
was  formed  by  Chief  Justice  De  Lancey,  that  by  his  advice  I  yielded  (at  my  first  coming  to 
the  Administration)  to  receiving  the  support  annualy,  &  in  the  manner  it  had  been  granted  to  M' 
Clark.  It  is  evident  by  many  Instances  which  have  happened  since  that  he  did  this  with  a 
view  to  get  all  jj.  v  r  '.ii  to  his  own  hands,  by  the  influence  of  his  faction,  &  at  last  to  tire  me 
out,  with  vex-^'i  u.  'Uieasin.  sses,  &  to  get  the  power  in  name  as  well  as  otherwise  by  his 
obtaining  the  L'fin  ■  ..ui;  (iovernour's  Commission. 
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pursue  Measures  opposite  to  the  max  ms  he  hrF„/  '""''T""'^^  ^'^'  '''"^^"■'  ''^'  ^'"'"'d 
And  it  will  be  cc.trary  to  the  prrdZ  he  hajfol  ntTr  J°  '''""''^'  "'"""»  '*>«  f'"^"""- 
in  the  King's  Authority,  but  on^is   Xl  "e^^  ''''  'l' T.  P°""'  ''  P''*^'"^  '^  "°* 

make  it  necessary  to  keep  in  power,  and  to  mX  i  °"  ""''  ^^  ^''P'"«  "P  '^^'  ''"etion.  to 
accept  of  this  Government  with  any  s  isfaetir  to  hlr^!T  "°  '""''"'"  ''■'""  ^"^'''^"'^  ''«» 
Lis  Actions  he  must  be  subject  to  tLTumm.  « "  f  '  "^  ^'"""'''  '''  '''^"''y  ^^^^'^  *»  «H 

he  may  hope  to  continue  ^^ZnJZ:Z:l::^^J':;;'-  ^>"  '^^  ^^'-ciples 
may  be  .t  is  needless  for  me  to  observe  to  Your  LordshTps  '^'^our.g^'^g  such  schemes 

-^-^Z^^:^.f::::::^:^^^    ^^-r^^^  which  they  have 

civil  Society  &  all  destructive  of  all  GoVel"  Tha  U  b^  "hf !  '°  ^«  d'— ged  in  all 
and  false  Calumnies  of  their  Governour  &  of  1  .^  Pubhshmg  the  most  impudent 

support  his  Authority.  Indeed  ils  upon  th/r"^  Person  that  at  any  time  endeavoured  to 
of  succeding  with  hI  Majesty^s  M  i  t'er  in  t ,  T  '''T'^t  "^^  '"^  ^'-'^  P^ncipal  hopes 
that  His  Majesty's  Ministers  i  I  n  ver  m4in  tl^.  '"  '^"  "«""^^  ""'  ^^^^  «"PP-'"^ 
a  General  Assembly  of  a  Province  coudb'riv  r  77  "  "'  ''*^"  '""^^'"^  ^''^  ^^^^^  of 
what  sort  of  Men  composed  tho     Assemb  ef      f  '  '• '"^^*  '"*  ^'  ^""^  ^-'^^'^'P^  knew 

you.  And  as  these  Calumnies  oth  me  ntt„;rt"'r"  ""'J  '"^^  "°  ^■•^'^'  ^"■•■^•'  "P- 
(if  any  doubts  remain  on  that  head  )  thTtsome  Me  hnH  ,"  .".  '"' '  """^^  '"^^  ''""^  ^"^'^^'"P^ 
His  Majesty :  And  for  this  reason  as  well  as  oth  rs  n!  .  "  ™'''  ^'^  "^^""^  ^^''^-^ '« 
Lordships.  &  pray  His  Majesty,  tl.at  a  p^p  r  LArd  be  had  t":"?  7'^''''  '"^•^'  "'^^  ^°"^ 

These  Calumnies  are  so  notorious  th'a't I  :e:ell  tv  of  /^eot        T\°'  '""^  '"™"^- 
private  often  declare  their  abhorrence  of  them    ^!,"''f  "^^  °[  ^  ""P'*^  «■•«  «hockt  at  them.  &  in 
AP  De  Lancey's  insolent  &  revengefu  1    eler  i  r  "^"^  "  ""'  '"  '''  ''''  ""'"'^«-  ''"-  "^ 
Expectation  of  his  succeeding    o^tc  IT  Adt^'T      P^^^  "«  ^heif  Justice  &  the 
convince  the  world  that  the  people  of  pfovh  "'  h        "   °'  Government.  I  could   soon 

Governour.  &  of  the  persons  he^dvLs  Ji       loZZtTv  7'  ""f""^  "f^'"'""  ''  ^'^^'^ 
beleive.     I  am.  with  the  greatest  of  respect.' My  Lol.  """''""  ^°  "^'^^  ''^"^ 

Your  Lordships  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  Servant 
m    ,1     n.  ,  ^'  Clinton. 

To  the  R,ght  Honourable  The  Lords  Commissioners  of  Trade  &  Plantations. 
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Governor  Clinton  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 

[  Now-Tork  Papers.  ( ■.  P.  0.)  XI.,  76.  ] 

( Duplicate ).  Fort  George  24'"  Febr"  174|. 

My  Lord  Duke. 

In  my  former  letters  I  particularly  acquainted  your  Grace,  of  a  violent  faction,  in  this  Govern'; 
I  now  make  bold  (by  way  of  nummary )  to  inform  you  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  it,  framed 
with  a  design,  to  wrest  the  Administration  out  of  the  hands  of  His  Maj'J'''  Governour,  and 
to  place  it  in  the  hands  of  themselves,  in  such  manner,  as  to  have  the  power,  perpetualy  to 
secure  the  Administration  in  some  prevailing  faftion,  during  the  Administration  of  all  future 
Governours.  This  is  done  by  the  Assembly's  assuming  (in  effect)  all  the  publick  moi.eys  into 
their  own  hands,  and  issuing  it  without  warrant  from  the  Govern'.  Their  taking  all  warlike 
stores  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Govern',  and  placing  tiiem  with  persons,  of  their  own  appointment. 
Their  assuming  to  themselves  the  sole  power  of  rewarding  all  services,  and  of  giving  salaries 
to  the  Officers,  and  in  effect  taking  to  themselves  the  nomination  of  all  offices,  by  their  granting 
the  salaries  (annualy)  not  to  the  Officer,  but  to  the  person  by  name,  in  the  office. 

The  bad  effects  of  v.hich  to  His  Majesty's  authority  and  service  have  appeared  so  evidently, 
in  many  instances,  as  in  its  consequences  may  affect  the  dependency  of  the  Colonies  upon  the 
Crown,  if  not  sptedily  remedied;  that  I  thought  it  my  indispensible  duty,  (as  soon  as  the 
cessation  of  arms  took  place)  to  put  a  stop  to  those  incroachments  on  the  Kings  authority. 
For,  while  the  war  continued,  and  especially  while  the  expedition  was  subsisting  against 
Canada,  I  thought  it  necessary  for  me,  to  give  way  to  all  such  measures,  as  were  necessary  for 
the  more  effectual  carrying  on  that  service,  though  at  other  times,  they  migiit  not  be  excusable. 

For  that  reason,  I  resolved,  (after  having  maturely  considered  the  matter  with  (Jovern' 
Shirley,  while  he  was  in  this  province  last  summer)  to  insist  on  the  Assembly's  granting  the 
support  of  Govern',  in  the  same  manner  ii  had  formerly  been  done,  in  the  time  of  my 
predecessors,  Governours  in  chief  of  this  Province. 

The  Assembly  absolutely  refused  this,  so  that  now  the  Govern'  remains  without  support, 
and  many  just  services,  and  debts  remain  unpaid. 

As  1  can  not  hope  to  bring  the  Assembly  to  complyance,  until  such  time  as  His  Maj'" 
pleasure  be  signified  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  remove  all  hopes  from  the  faction,  of  their  being 
able  to  continue  their  usurpation  on  the  King's  prerogative.  I  must  beg  your  Grace  to  let  me 
know  His  Maj'>'  pleasure  therein,  as  soon  as  possible;  for  till  then  I  can  not  meet  Assembly 
without  danger  of  exposing  the  Kings  authority  and  myself  to  contempt,  and  in  the  mean  time 
the  publick  affiiirs  must  suffi'r  exceedingly.  As  soon  as  1  shall  know  His  Maj'"  pleasure,  I 
shall  endevour  to  put  it  in  execution,  in  the  most  prudent  method  possible. 

I  must  beg  leav^e  further  to  inform  Vour  Grace  (as  I  have  formerly  done)  that  this  faction 
was  formed  by  Chief  Justice  Dc  I^ancey,  that  by  his  advice  I  yelded  at  my  first  coming  to 
the  administration,  to  the  receiving  the  support  annually,  an<l  in  the  manner  it  liad  been 
granted  to  M'  Clark.  It  is  evident  by  many  instances,  which  have  happened  since,  that  he  did 
this  with  a  view,  to  get  all  power  into  his  own  hands,  by  the  influence  of  his  faction,  and  at 
last  to  tire  me  out,  with  vexation  and  uneasiness,  and  to  get  the  power  in  name,  as  well  as 
otherwise,  by  his  obtaining  the  Lieutenant  (Jovernours  ('omniission. 
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But  My  Lord,  whatever  hopes  may  be  entertained  of  recovering  the  prero^ativP    W  .v 
means,  It  cannot  have  this  pfn-ff  hp,.nn.o  v,„         ..         ■  "''=""8  '"e  prerogative,  by  this 

pursue  measures  oppos       to  t t  max  ms   h  T     "\  ^^ "^ly  with  himself,  if  he  should 

and  it  will  be  contrary  to  the  L  Z h^  ha  "llll  17"  • ''^  "'^'"^'  ^""^"^  ""'''  ^^^"-' 
on  the  King's  authority  but  on  iis  inLn  ^"'  ^""^^^  ^'''  ^"«  °^»  P°^er,  by  placing  it  not 
make  it  necessary    t^  keep  him  in  1  T  '  '^"'"°"  ''  ""'^  ^^  '^^^P'"^  "P  '^^'  ^^'^'^on,  to 

England^canl  ce  t  f  Zg  ve  :  wilanT  r  T""'  ''  T'^'' '''''  ""  ^^^^'^^  f-- 
while  in  all  his  actions  i     must  be  Ju^  t To"^^,  f  ''/'""'''''  ''  P^^«^^^«  '^^  '^'g-^y' 

principles  he  may  hope  to  continue  a  wnv '  in  n  """"TH"'  '  P"""''"'"^  ^''''''''  ^P""  "'•^«« 
schemes  may  befit  is'  rleZ::^Z::^:-:::^Zr '''''''  '''  ^"^^"^'^^'"^  -^" 

civil  society.'Lid  are  des^ructW  7  I  vlZett";;?'  I'  ""f  r^  1°  '^  '"^'"""^^^^  '"  ^'^ 
and  false  calumnies  of  their  Governor  anT of  {  pubhshmg  the  most  impudent 

support  His  Authority.  Xed  ili  unn  .h"  ,  ^^  P"'""  '*"''  "'  '''"y  ^''"^  endevour'd  to 
of  succeeding  with  h[s  M    -  Minil  «..."'     '"  'T"''^'  ''"^  ''^^  '*"'^  P^^'P'-"  '-P- 

that  His  m4'"  MinistLs  :;i,i  nter ;:'':,  ^7 : :;;  :rv^''"";  '"^•' '''-'  ^"^^^^^"^ 

General  Assembly  of  a  province,  could  ^^^yJl^^^'Z^y'''''!^  "'\"^'-  «'"  « 
sort  of  men  compose  those  Assemblin,  th.f  nr  .  ?,  ^""^  ^'■•'''^*^  ''"^^  ^''^t 

and  as  these  calumnies      uti       .  i     1     l^t^eTd^       "Z       ''"' T  ^"^^  ^"'•^^^  "P°"  ^^  ' 

^;^" = th-  rr::;^  -^  ~- ^:?^Ctir  :rr  ^^^^^^^  s 
M'  r.  Lancey-s  inso.er^t;;^rL;:^::;,t  :::l^  'i:::^:;  ::c!r;:f  7:r  "rr 

of  the  per;ons  h    advi       wi     t^nf  w    7.    7  'l  "^'     '"'""^  "»""'°"  ''^  ^'^'^  ^'--"'  -^ 
I  have  been   -lutirs  nf     '  ^''^  ^''^fon  endeavours  to  make  them  believe. 

previous  ap^^j^^^z^i  ^u!;^  ^in;:::^:::'? ;;:,;;  :r"";"^";  ^'^^^-^  '--^  ^^^ 

to  receive  it;  hut  this  caution  L  U.^l^Z  mi:^     t     M^  ^    .IdSl?'^;;: ;^;":'V'^'''^'  "^ 
by  encouraging  the  (action  in  all  tlu-ir  i>.»mI.„  ."-fjuaict  of  llis  Alajesty's  service, 

..edom  Of  debate  there,  ^i^:^.  ::z:';zxt  ^^i.^rtCb;  s:; ;!: 

.N..*,«..l...     Mr.  (ieor^e  .•|i,.t..,.  l,.vi„«  .......rcl  ,1...  N«vy    w,.,        1         i         .  '"""  "'"'  "  """'""''""  "^  "'''  '^"'"'  "f 

«f  N.-wf.„„.,lU„,l  .,,,1  (V,„ lor.,  of  ,1...  S,,„«,|,o„  ,;„?'  ,r   '     T       '     ;''"""'•'""•  '"■  '""•     '"  "''  ■'«  -■"•  ^'ovornor 

w».<..„„miMin„o,l  Oovornor  of  N..w.y,„k,  «|,k.|.  „„i....  I„.  lu.|.l'„, Hi''  ''■'','       I'     ,       '  ^"f '•''•"'"'"'  "<'"'•  «"'•  J"ly  •«,  1741. 

';"":'•  •'-''""•  »'-•'  i'  i'  «>i-«-.i  I...  H ,..,1  i,.  ,1.,.,   n  .["'  '..rn"" ; "":,!"'■ ' ■  "''•'^''••>-  •"""•""-' 

( lM.t»„  m,m..,l  Am,,..,  ,U,.«h..r  of  (Je„..r.|(VI..  I,v  who,..  1 .1      f      ,        ;""''''"  ^''•^'  ' '"■'"""-'t  "I    HM,     A,l„,ir«I 

••nly  I.Mh,  I  ,„|.  ,.,„|  , ,„|^  „„  ,,,„  ,   ^„^,_   ,_,,.^     ^^^^^    .^_^^  _  ^,_^ 
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of  the  authority  which  the  King  has  intrusted  me  with,  to  suspend  Chief  Justice  1)6  Lancey 
from  being  Lieut'  Governour,  and  his  seat  at  the  Council  board ;  and  I  must  intreat  Your 
Grace,  to  examine  the  minutes  of  Counciil,  sent  to  Your  Grace  relating  to  the  insult  ofl'er'd  to 
M'  Colden  in  Council,  and  that  His  Maj''  may  give  such  orders,  as  to  preserve  the  dignity  of 
His  Council,  and  the  freedom  of  its  members  for  tiie  future. 
I  am  with  the  greatest  respect 
My  Lord 

Your  Graces  most  obedient  and 

most  humble  servant. 
To  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford.  (signed).        G.  Clinton. 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

I  New- York  Papen,  Hh.,  No.  24.  ] 

My  Lords, 

I  am  very  sorry  I  have  not  been  able  to  comply  with  Your  Lordships'  directions,  in  relation 
to  some  Quaryes;  which  has  been  prevented  by  a  long  illness,  that  I  have  not  been  able  to 
stir  out  of  my  room  for  this  three  months  last  past,  but  hope  to  be  able  to  answer  them  very 
soon,  Tlie  War  has  occasioned  a  great  deal  of  Shifting  and  changing  from  County  to  County 
that  it  has  been  almost  impossible  to  have  got  any  e.xacter  account  of  the  numbers  then  what 
I  sent  to  Your  Lordships  about  two  years  ago,  as  M'  Catherwood  knows,  I  have  sent  to  him 
by  this  opportunity  to  deliver  to  Your  Lordships  the  list  of  Vessells  cleared  outward,  and 
entered  inward,  from  the  2'}"'  March  1748  to  the  29""  September  following,  and  shall  take 
particular  care  for  the  future  that  they  shall  be  constantly  sent. 

We  have  here  from  Quebeck  four  French  Oflicers  with  sixteen  Frenchmen  and  Indians  in 
their  retinue  who  are  come  down  to  treat  with  me  about  Kxchange  of  I'risoners,  both  Indians 
&  Christians,  notwithstanding  which  I  this  day  received  by  Express  an  account  that  the 
French  had  actually  been  treating  with  the  five  Nations  to  join  them  in  a  War  against  the  far 
Nations  of  Ottawawas,  who  generously  came  into  our  Interest  against  the  French  and  their 
Indians,  and  were  strongly  attached  to  us  in  the  late  intended  Expedition.  This  must  be  a 
piece  of  French  I'ollicy  purely  to  divide  our  Interest,  in  order  to  weaken  our  Indians:  My 
Indisposition  will  not  permit  me  to  say  more  now,  besides  the  ship  waits  for  my  letters,  but 
as  another  vessell  will  soon  sail  I  shall  give  Your  Lordships  a  fuller  Account,  in  the  inlerom 
shall  take  the  proper  steps  to  prevent  any  such  designs. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  My  Lords 

Your  Lordships'  most  ol)edient 

Fort  George  New  York.  and  most  humble  Servant 

the  14  March  174|  Q,  Clinton. 


To 


The  Right  Hon"'  The  Lords  of  Trade  &  Plantations. 
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Governor  Shirley  to  the  Dulce  of  B(d/o7d. 

(8-  P.  0.  Gov.  Letlcra,  LXVl.] 

My  Lord  Duke  Boston  May  lo"-  1749. 

M'  Mascarene  having  transmitted  to  me  a  codv  of  th„  p        .  ^ 
to  him  dated  the  IS-  January  with  a  copy  ofTs  1  '"'"'  ^"^'''^'^^  "^  Canada's  letter 

me  for  an  answer  to  his  fourth  demanc  T thoUht  1.        T""'  '"  '''  "'^"''"  '^^  ''^'"'  h'"'  to 
letter  but  to  remark  upon  the  other  pl/rt    of 

slightly  touch'd  upon  in  his  answer;  and  I  now  .'ndo  ''T'''''''''  '''  '''''''''''  "^'^  '^0 

as  M'  Mascarene  inforn,s  n,e  in  his  letter  to  m!  ,  'h"        "^  '^"^^  °''  "^  "— ^  ^ut 

Galissoniere's  letter  and  his  answer,  I  tlo  J U  n  d  r"  ""'  ' ""  ""''''  ""  ^"P^  ''  ^''  '■- 
or  them,  and  beg  leave  to  referr  yoir  otet  ^o  "  Zu^^t  ''''  ""^'^  '''''' 

It  .s  necessary  for  me  to  observe  to  Your  Grace  tint      i^    !  .1  ^r      ^^'''''''"''^ 
Oovernour's  openly  avowing  the  part  of  any  Indhn  iC  h       .  T  '"'''"''  ''  "^  ^'•^"'='' 

he  will  support  'em  in  Acts  of  Hostility  'Z  t  ,T  .  .  ""'"'  """'  "''  ""'^  ^•^^'"'■"S  'hat 
ventu-e  to  do  it  without  particular  ruS^^^^^^^^  T  """"'"■  ^''  '''^  ('■'^''^-niere  would  now 
us.  I  will  not  take  upon  n,e  tol^^  Tr;  ;Tr\ th^r  T  '^^'^  '''  '"'^''^"^  "'  ^^  -^^ 

of  a  French  war,  we  have  never  Lk'    u  0    t  e  I  di  "^  "  ""'  ''''  "P""  '"«  --'-'- 

in  the  general  treaty  made  in  Europe  tw  en  1  T'"  '"  "  "^"'"'^  "'  '"  '^^  '"'^'^^^'^ 
have  ever  made  particular  treaties  with  ZT  '""""'  ''  '"'  ''''  ^'"^'^  Governoura 

As  to  M' la  (Jallissoniere's  letter   I  tl.inL-  r«.    1 
upon  it  here,  farther  than  to  observ;   h      t  Je I t  s":  w  M.         ''""  '^^"^  "'"''^  ""^  «"* 
between  the  lin.i.s  of  Cana.ia  and  those  of  H     M  iel    ,       """'^  ''  ''"^'"^  ""^  «-""'-ies 
upon  it,  settle,] ;  that  it  plainly  appears    he  t:,^       T      '""  '"  ^"''''  """''''^'^  bordering 
settlement  of  Nova  «coti    as  nL  '  s     ,     hie  e  T        m '"'"''  '°  ''''''"''  '"'''  ^''''J-ty' 

districts  absolutely  necessary  to  b     Je  iJlr  ^.^  '"  '^  T'  ''''"'"''''''''  ^'-'^  - 

will  be  no  slight  work  nor  be  hel.i  X     '(V     !  I        .      '  "'"^'"^  '*^"^"''''  «^-»'"'"'-"ts  there, 
upon  the  Ls.h.„us  between   Hay     e  J  '.r^  ''  ^T'"'  """^'  '^'^""^'^  8---"'^ 

point  now  coming  on  in  disputef  as  ^  L       u  s        d  '  T'''  "'•'  '"r  '  "''''  '"^  '"""^  "'-"  '"e 
between  His  >Fajesty  and  the  I^nch  King.  "      '  '""""^  "'"  '''''  ^""""'^"' 

If  I  had  received  His  Miiientv'«  li.ii-..  ,.<•    1  r 

the  first  opportunity  of  eonnng  to  Kgd    .;"";;:  I  "", '"'  f  ^'""""^"»'  '  «"onI.I  have  taken 
be  of  some  aervice  upon  thi«  occasio        '   .  .e    le  1   ." "'  '"""  '"  "  ^'•°^'  '"'^  ""«''t 

My  Lord  Duke  '"  '"  '^''  """  "''  """''  '^"'"■"'  -«-> 

Your  Graces  most  devoted 

and  most  cijedient  servant 

(si^jned)         VV.  .S,„h,.ey. 
i»  a 

Not  knowing  whether  .M^  Mascarene  has  transn.itted  ..upliea.es  of  MM.:';:, '""*•  ''  'T 
nn.l  Ins  answer,  to  Your  (Jrace.  1  thought  it  proper  to  in.-i'se  .,"  <'"''-on.ere'H  letter 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  IJedford  ^""'"  *'''"'''''  """^  ''•''"^*"''  ^"^""l 

VV.    SlIIHLKV. 
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Marquis  de  la  Galis-soniere  to  Zieutev ant -Governor  Mascarene. 


If ' 


m^ 


[S.  p.  O.,  Got.  Letle™,  LXVI.  ] 
iJBANSLATKD   FKOM  THE  FRENCH.] 

Quebec  15"' January  1749. 

As  soon  as  I  had  intelligence  of  the  suspension  of  hostilities  concluded  on  the  30*  of  April 
last  I  ordered  a  like  cessation  throughout  the  entire  extent  of  my  Government.  I  recalled  the 
war  parties  I  had  sent  out,  though  I  might  have  made  that  at  Beaubassin  and  Bay  Verte  remain 
until  I  should  be  informed  of  the  conditions  of  the  Peace  which  I  had  yet  to  learn.  M.  Mann, 
who  commanded  that  detachment  has  however  liberated  the  prisoners  he  took  at  Louisburgh. 
In  fine,  peace  was  reestablished  on  my  part,  as  if  war  had  never  existed  ;  such  was  not  the  case, 
without  difficulty,  however,  on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  who  objected  to  me,  with  some  shew 
of  reason,  that  I  was  seriously  exposing  ihem  by  preventing  the  continuance  on  their  part  of 
hostilities  against  you,  whilst  I  could  answer  them  only  that,  as  far  as  they  were  concerned, 
you  would  observe  the  suspension  of  hostilities. 

\fter  all  these  attentions  of  which  you  could  not  be  ignorant,  1  have  reason,  it  seems  to  me, 
to  be  astonished  at,  and  to  complain  of  divers  acts  on  your  part  during  the  fall.  The  first  is 
the  expulsion  of  the  Missionary  who  was  at  Minas.  Such  violence  appears  to  me  wholly  out 
of  place.  It  needed,  perhaps,  only  a  few  months  to  determine  whether  you  would  retain 
possession  of  Minas,  and  supposing  that  District  remained  to  you,  then  you  would  have  plenty 
of  time  to  require  that  Missionary  to  be  changed,  according  to  the  practice  of  tlie  preceding 
Peace.  Moreover,  it  was  not  very  decent  to  have  burnt  the  houses  of  Amand  Bugeaude  and 
of  la  Maigre  at  Minas.  For,  were  the  new  Treaty  to  restore  that  place  to  us.  you  would  be 
obliged  to  rebuild  these  houses;    that  act  having  been  done  after  the  suspension  of  hostilities 

had  been  proclaimed.  ,      ,  „       .       .         j  t. 

The  second  is,  to  have  exacted  new  submissions  from  the  people  of  Beaubassin  and  Bay 
Verte,  which  appears  to  me  equally  premature  and  useless,  until  you  and  I  know  the  particulars 

of  the  new  Treaty. 

♦  But  the  thira  exploit  of  .M'  Gorham  is  still  more  extraordinary  than  the  others.  This 
consisted  in  exacting  submission  from  the  settlers  on  the  river  S'  John  ;  a  river  situate  in  the 
continent  of  Canada  and  far  at  this  side  of  (iuenibec,  wiiere  the  boundary  of  New  England 
was  fixed  by  common  consent.  What  passed  between  .NP  Gorham  and  the  Abenaquis  respecting 
this  river  S*  John  is  not  a  whit  more  regular,  and  is  hardly  pn.dent  on  his  part,  M'  (Jorham 
having  sent  tliem  word,  that  if  they  desired  to  be  included  in  the  Peace,  they  must  make  their 
submission  to  you  at  Port  Royal.  This  shocked  them  so  much,  and  Justly,  that  the  entire 
Nation  is  soliciting  me  to  allow  them  to  renew  the  war.  M'  (Jorham  has  given  them  fresh 
cause  to  complain,  hy  retaining  two  of  tiiose  Indians,  who  had  gone  to  his  neighborhood  in 
Bearch  of  their  Missionary.  This  is  manifestly  so  contrary  to  the  Law  of  Nations,  that  I  doubt 
not  but  you  have  immediately  sent  them  hack.  It  is  very  doubtful,  as  1  have  been  told, 
whether  the  English  belonging  to  M'  Gorham's  vessel  who  have  been  killed,  had  met  their 
deaths  at  the  hands  of  the  Abenaquis;  lint  though  such  were  the  case,  it  would  be  no  less 
certain  that  those  who  have  been  in  quest  of  their  Missionary  and  went  only  on  the  guarantee 
of  the  public  faith  pledged  by  M'  Gorham,  could  not  liave  been  arrested. 
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I  demand  then,  Sir,  of  you 

First,  To  order  the  release  of  the  two  Indians. 

2.  To  iiave  the  goodness  not  to  make  any  alteration  in  matters  of  Religion  and  its 

Ministers  in  Acadia. 

3.  To  forbid  W  Gorham  and  all  others  soliciting  or  threatening  the  settlers  on  the  river 

St.  John  or  in  any  other  dep.  dency  of  the  Government  of  Canada,  in  order  to 
bind  them  to  submissions  contrary  to  the  allegiance  they  owe  the  King  of  France, 
their  master  and  mine,  who  has  not  ceded  that  territory  by  any  Treaty. 

4.  I  request  you  to  have  the  goodness  to  inform  me  whether  you  mean  to  indude  the 

Abenaquis  in  the  Peace ;   and  in  that  case  I  request  you  also  to  be  pleased  to 

prevail  on  M'  Shirley  to  allow  them  to  settle  again  in  their  Village,  and  to  leave 

their  Missionaries  undisturbed  there  as  before  the  war.     They  cooperated  in  it 

only  as  our  allies,  and  it  ought  to  be  at  an  end  as  well  for  them  as  for  us  :  Should 

a  different  opinion  obtain  in  New  England,  I  could  not  help  assisting  them,  as  it 

is  not  just  that  I  should  abandon  them  to  your  vengeance  after  I  had  been  greatly 

pleased  with  their  service. 

You  must  be  acquainted  also  with  the  Indians  to  understand  that  it  is  important  for  the 

safety  and  tranquillity  of  the  frontiers  of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts,  that  I  have  a  prompt 

and  positive  answer,  as  they  are  continually  soliciting  me  for  leave  to  continue  the  war.    I  regard 

it  as  a  pretty  rare  piece  of  good  fortune  to  have  been  able  to  control  them  up  to  this  time, 

especially  since  they  have  had  information  of  M"-  Gorham's  acts  and  threats  ;   and  however  [ 

have  exerted  myself  to  pacify  them,  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  they  had  recourse  to  some  act 

of  violence. 

It  would  be  easy  for  you,  I  should  think,  to  transmit  me  your  answer  through  the  Missionaries 
on  the  river  S'  John  and  thereabouts,  through  whom  I  also  address  you  this  letter,  which  I  send 
in  duplicate. 

It  is  likewise  proper  that  the  Missionaries  be  informed  of  your  decision ;  they  will  thereby 
be  better  able  to  restrain  the  Indians. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  perfect  consideration 
Sir, 

Your  most  humble  and 
True  copy  ,„ost  obedient  Servant 

P.    MaSCAUENE.  La    GALtSSONIERE. 

Copy      (signed)     W.  Shirley. 


Lieukiumt-Govenwr  Mascavene  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Oalissoni^re. 


[  ».  p.  O.  G.i».  UllfM,  I.XVI.  ] 


Sir 


Annapolis  Ifoyal  25  April  1749. 


I  have  received  on  the  lb"-  Instant  April  the  honour  of  your  letter  dated  at  Quebec  the  16"' 
January  last,  New  Stile,  in  which  you  first  acquaint  me  that  as  soon  as  you  heard  of  the 
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suspension  of  arms,  you  had  recalled  the  partys  you  had  sent  to  war;  as  all  the  troops  which 
have  been  under  my  command  during  the  course  of  the  war  have  only  acted  within  His, 
Majestys  territoryes  to  defend  lliem  from  invasion,  I  hud  not  the  same  reason  to  recall  them, 
but  ordered  them  not  to  act  offensively  unless  provokt  and  oblig'd  to  it,  by  any  violence  offer'd 
to  them.  Your  parties  had  left  tliis  Province  long  before  the  Preliminary  Articles  were  signed, 
and  I  dont  know  they  had  any  right  to  enter  it,  after  the  suspension  of  arms  by  virtue  of  those 
Articles  took  place,  as  did  M'  Morin,  who  tho'  he  had  the  suspension  of  arms  signified  to  him 
by  the  Governour  of  yet  carried  away  from  thence  several  officers  and  men  he 

had  surpriz'd,  and  landed  them  in  this  Province;  whom  however  he  thought  fit  to  release 
afterwards,  tho  he  carried  with  him  several  soldiers  who  had  deserted  from  this  garrison. 

As  I  have  reckoned  this  Province  and  all  the  inhabitants  seated  in  it  as  belonging  to  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain,  notwithstanding  your  troops  have  had  sometimes  a  footing  therein, 
I  have  never  refrain'd  from  making  His  Majesty's  authority  to  be  acknowledg'd  and  due  regard 
paid  to  it,  whenever  it  has  been  in  my  power.  It  is  in  consequence  of  it  that  I  sent  to  Manis 
and  Chignecto  and  other  parts,  to  establish  good  order,  and  call  to  an  account  those  who  had 
acted  contrary  to  the  fidelity  they  owed  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain  their  Sovereign. 

The  Missionarys  who  have  been  allow'd  from  this  place  to  reside  in  this  Province  have  by 
an  order  ot  the  government  been  obliged  to  come  to  this  place  &  obtain  permission  of  their 
so  doing,  and  to  remain  to  the  place  allowed  to  them,  and  when  they  have  been  found  to 
labour  to  alienate  the  peoples  affection  from  His  Majesty  and  their  fidelity  and  duty  from  the 
government,  or  otherwise  misbehav'd,  they  have  been  ordered  out  of  His  Majesty's  territories, 
and  those  who  have  avoided  those  faults  have  been  suffered  to  remain,  and  have  not  been 
any  way  molested. 

Those  of  the  inhabitants  who  have  suff'ered  in  their  persons  or  their  estates  have  undergone 
those  penalties  for  having  acted  in  treasonable  &  rebellious  practices,  contrary  to  their  Oath  of 
Fidelity  and  as  subjects,  by  w'"  they  are  bound  to  the  Crown  of  (ireat  Britain.  What  you 
are  pleased  to  name  the  New  Submissions  required  of  His  Majesty's  French  subjects,  were  to 
give  them  an  opportunity  of  clearing  themselves  from  having  been  concern'd  in  such  rebellious 
practices,  that  tiiey  n)ight  still  continue  in  the  favour  and  protection  of  His  Majestys  governm". 

It  is  many  years  ago  that  the  French  families  seated  on  the  River  S'  Johns  came  to  take  the 
Oaths  of  Fidelity  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  and  have  been  reckoned  as  all  the  rest  of 
the  French  inhabitants  to  be  His  Majestys  subjects  and  under  his  protection,  and  have  been 
assisted  &  dealt  with  as  such  when  M'  Goriiam  went  there  in  the  same  manner  as  he  had 
been  in  other  places  of  this  Province.  He  had  orders  not  to  commit  any  hostility,  except 
provok'd  or  obliged  to  it  by  any  violence  offered  to  him  or  to  those  who  were  under  his 
command  ;  his  boats  and  some  men  who  were  asiiore  were  fired  upon,  tho  tiiose  who  had 
committed  this  outrage  were  called  upon  by  our  people  in  a  friendly  manner,  and  at  the  time 
that  M'  Gorham  had  sent  up  the  (liver  to  speak  with  the  French  inhabitants.  His  taking  two 
of  the  Indians  will)  him  was  to  bring  the  Indians  to  clear  themselves  of  having  had  a  share  in 
liiat  outrage  and  to  bring  to  light  the  Olfenders.  These  two  Indians  were  treated  here  with 
all  humanity  and  so  little  guarded  that  they  got  away;  one  of  them  got  home,  and  the  other 
being  recovered,  went  to  Boston,  where,  as  1  have  heard,  he  is  not  kept  like  a  prisoner,  but 
with  ail  the  good  treatment  he  can  desire. 

As  for  the  Indians  of  S'  Johns  River  being  told  that  if  they  would  have  peace  with  us  they 
must  come  to  this  place  to  make  their  proposals ;  I  think  Sir  there  is  nothing  contrary  to  what 
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has  been  practiced  heretofore  by  these  people.  The  last  peace  with  them  was  made  in 
territories  of  New  England  and  at  this  place.  I  have  the  original  of  the  Articles  by  me. 
Those  very  Indians  sent  a  Deputation  to  me  about  five  years  ago,  to  desire  to  live  in  peace 
with  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  tho  the  two  Crowns  should  be  at  war;  w-  I  assur'd  them 
they  might,  If  they  would,  and  sent  them  honourably  back  again;  but  they  soon  altered  their 
opinion  tho  no  reason  was  given  on  our  side  for  it. 

The  first  of  your  demands  is  answered  Sir.  already,  by  my  telling  you  that  neither  of  the 
two  Indians  you  mentioned  are  in  my  possession. 

As  for  the  second,  in  regard  to' the  religion  of  the  French  inhabitants  of  this  Province.  I 
have  &  shall  continue  to  follow  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  what  commands  I  shall  receive  from 
the  King  my  master,  if  there  is  to  be  any  alteration. 

The  third,  rdating  to  the  French  Inhabitants  of  the  River  S«  Johns,  I  have  reckoned  them 
as  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  and  seated  in  territories  belonging  to  that  Crown,  and  cannot  alter 
my  opinion  till  by  the  Boundaries  being  settled  between  the  Governm"  of  Nova  Scotia  and 
Canada,  or  by  orders  from  the  Courts  of  Great  Britain  I  am  obliged  to  think  otherwise 

I  shall  comply  with  your  fourth  demand  by  sending  your  letter  to  Governour  Shirley,  with 
whom  I  am  obliged  to  consult  in  what  relates  to  the  British  Interest  in  those  parts  of  the  world 
and  I  can  do  it  with  the  more  speed  as  I  am  to  dispatch  a  vessell  to  Boston  within  three  or 
four  days. 

After  having  answered  the  material  points  of  the  letter  you  have  done  me  the  honour  to 
write  to  me;  I  am  to  acquaint  you.  Sir,  that  by  a  vessel  arriv'd  yesterday  from  Boston  we 
have  the  confirmation  of  the  signing  of  the  Definitive  Treaty  of  Peace  between  all  the  powers 
at  war,  on  the  ^g  October  last,  the  Ratifications  whereof  have  been  since  exchanged,  with  w'" 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  has  acquainted  his  Parliament  in  his  speech,  and  the  Addresses  of 
botn  Houses  of  Parliament  thereupon,  with  His  Majesty's  speech  are  come  to  my  hands,  w'" 
I  take  the  freedom  to  inclose  to  you.  I  expect  every  day  the  articles  of  peace  in  this  Province 
This  great  work  is  happily  compleated  and  it  doth  not  seem  proper  for  us  in  these  parts  of  the 
world  to  trouble  the  friend[8hip]  w'"  is  reestablished  betwixt  our  two  nations,  by  starting 
difliculties  w'"  are  already  or  will  soon  be  decided  at  home  for  our  future  direction.  It  shall  be 
my  care  to  give  no  occasion  for  any  breach  of  the  good  understanding  w^"  is  to  be  the  fruits  of 
peace,  tho'  it  is  not  my  intention,  whilst  I  have  the  honour  to  command  over  the  Province  of 
Nova  Scotia,  to  relinquish  any  of  the  rights  I  am  perswaded  the  King  my  master  has.  till  I  have 
Ills  Majesty's  orders  for  it.     1  have  the  honour  to  be  with  all  possible  regard 

Sir 

Your  most  obedient  &  most 
humble  Servant 
True  Copy.  Mascarene. 

P.  Mascarene 
Copy.        (signed)     W.  Shirley. 

Monsieur  de  la  Galissoniere 

Governour  of  Canada 
Vol.  VI.  01 
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Oovernor  Shirley  to  tlie  Governor  of  Canada. 

[S.  r.  0.  OoTirnor'»lettert,LXVI.] 


Sir 


Boston  May  9.  1749. 


Two  days  ago  I  received  from  M'  Mascarene'  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  him  dated  at  Quebec 
IS""  January,  wherein  (among  other  demands)  you  call  upon  him  to  acquaint  you  whether  he 
intends  to  comprehend  the  Ahenaqui  Indians  in  the  peace,  without  requiring  any  kind  of 
submission  from  'em ;  and  desire  that  in  such  case  he  would  engage  me  to  let  'em  resettle  in 
their  village,  and  tlieir  Missionaries  remain  there  with  'em  unmolested,  as  they  did  before  the 
war:  observing  to  him  that  those  Indians  enter'd  into  the  war  only  as  your  allies  and  therefore 
when  the  war  was  finished  with  you,  it  ought  to  be  so  with  regard  to  them  ;  and  you  proceed 
to  say.  Sir,  that  if  they  thought  otherwise  in  New  England,  you  shall  be  obliged  to  assist  those 
Indians,  intimating  that  it  is  of  importance  to  the  safety  and  tranquillity  of  the  frontiers  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  that  you  should  have  a  speedy  and  positive  answer,  and  that  you  shall  not 
be  surpriz'd  if  the  Indians  should  proceed  to  acts  of  violence. 

To  this.  Sir,  which  is  the  fourth  demand  in  your  letter,  M'  Mascarene  having  referr'd  you  to 
me  upon  it,  I  shall  comply  with  your  request  in  giving  as  speedy  and  positive  an  answer  as 
may  be. 

The  village  of  the  Abenaqui  Indians,  by  which  I  at  present  understand  only  those  who  are 
seated  on  S' Johns  River  has  been  ever  deem'd  by  the  English,  to  be  situated  within  the  heart 
of  Nova  Scotia,  and  consequently  that  tribe  of  Indians,  together  with  the  French  Inhabitants 
upon  the  same  River  to  be  /esident  within  His  Majesty's  territories;  and  accordingly.  Sir,  the 
latter  have  acknowledge'!  themselves,  ever  since  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  to  be  subjects  of 
Crown  of  Great  Britain,  by  taking  the  oaths  of  Fidelity  and  Allegiance  to  it  and  have  had 
the  protection  of  His  Majesty's  government  in  common  with  his  other  subjects  in  that  Province. 
This  being  the  case,  these  Indians,  when  the  advice  of  a  rupture  between  His  Majesty  and  the 
King  your  master  was  hourly  expected,  under  the  pretext  of  sending  a  Deputatio.i  to  M' 
Mascarene  to  desire  that  they  might  remain  in  peace  and  amity  with  the  English,  notwithstanding 
war  should  happen  between  the  two  Crowns,  gain'd  admission  into  Annapolis  Royal  for  some 
of  their  tribe,  who  were  in  reality  (as  it  afterwards  prov'd)  spies,  and  having  obtain'd  M' 
Mascarene's  agreement  to  what  they  pretended  to  propose  in  behalf  of  their  tribe,  and  being 
honourably  treated  and  dismiss'd  by  him,  return'd  in  three  weeks  after  among  others  of  their 
tribe,  with  their  Missionary  De  Loulre  at  their  head,  surpriz'd  and  killed  as  many  of  the 
English  at  Annapolis  Royal  as  they  caught  without  the  Fort,  destroyed  their  cattle,  burned 

'  Joim  Pacl  Masoarknk  WHS  born  at  Castrw,  in  the  Province  of  Lnnjiuciloo,  France,  in  the  year  1081;  lii«  parent*  were 
Jean  M.  and  Margaret,  de  Siilavy.  Tlio  rivocalion  of  the  eiliot  of  Nantes  liaving  obliged  liia  father,  who  was  a  llnguenot,  to 
fly,  younj?  Mascarene  fell  to  the  charge  of  his  grandmother.  At  the  age  of  twelve  he  made  his  way  to  Ueneva,  where  he 
was  edui  ated,  ami  afterwards  went  to  IDnglaiid,  wlieie  he  was  naturalized  in  17i>fl,  and  received  a  lieutenant's  conitnission. 
He  accompanied  the  troops  which  were  sent  to  .\merica  in  171 1,  and  wa.'i  employed  in  Nova  IScolia,  where  he  gradually  rose 
to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  the  12lli  lliginient  of  foot,  coinmamled  hy  Col.  I'hilliiis,  who  was  IJovernor  of  Nova 
Scotia  in  1720,  ond  of  wh(i8e  t'ouncil  Mr.  Moacaniie  was  u  inctnlier.  In  17-10  he  became  I,ieutenaiit-(!oTernor  of  Nova  .Scotia, 
which  office  he  hehl  until  July,  174'.»,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  (!ov.  Cornwiillis,  of  whose  council  also  ho  was  a  member. 
In  1750  he  oblnined  leave  to  resign,  on  account  of  his  advanceil  nge,  whi>n  he  received  n  commission  of  Colonel,  to  rank  as 
Buch  in  the  army,  and  rctireil  with  his  family  to  lioslon,  of  which  city  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Terry,  was  a  native,  and  where  he 
died  on  'i2d  .binuary,  17G0.   A'.  K.  lli»i.  Jc  Oen.  JCeyittrr,  IX.,  2;i'J;  Jlaliburtun's  Aova  Ncolin,  I.,  itlT,  319.  —  Ki>. 
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their  houses  and  confnued  their  acts  of  hostility  against  the  garrison,  'till  the  arrivall  of  two 
of  the  four  first  Companies  1  sent  from  New  England  for  the  reinforcement  of  it.  Such  was 
the  entrance  of  these  Indians,  Sir,  into  the  war  with  us  and  their  alliance  with  you. 

F  or  this  perfidious  hehaviour  1  cnus'd  war  to  be  declared  in  His  Majesty's  name  against  these 
Indmns,  at  Boston,  in  November  1744,  and.  so  fhr  as  it  depends  on  me,  they  shall  not  be 
admitted,  Sir,  to  terms  of  peace,  till  they  have  made  a  proper  submission  for  their  treachery, 
unless  they  should  be  already  comprehended  in  the  Definitive  Treaty  of  Peace  and  Friendship 
lately  concluded  at  Aix  la  Chapelle;  which  I  shall  "on  my  part  strictly  observe  on  every  point. 
As  to  what  you  have  thought  fit.  Sir.  to  declare  in  your  letter  concerning  your  intentions  to 
support  the  Indians  in  acts  of  hostility  against  us,  unless  we  give  'em  peace  upon  the  terms 
there  prescribed  by  you,  and  the  danger  the  frontiers  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  particular 
may  be  in,  unless  you  have  a  speedy  and  positive  answer  upon  this  head  :  what  I  have  to  say 
in  answer  is,  that  I  shall  be  sorry  for  a  new  rupture  between  us,  and  am  very  desirous  to  have 
perfect  tranquillity  restored  to  the  Province  under  my  government;  but  if  the  latter  is  not  to 
be  the  case  and  you  think  fit  to  make  yourself  a  party  in  an  Indian  war  against  us;  I  doubt 
not  but  H.s  Majesty's  subjects  upon  this  Continent  will  be  able  to  make  just  reprizalls  upon 
Canada,  when  it  shall  be  His  Majesty's  pleasure  to  have  'em  do  it. 

I  can't  avoid  now.  Sir.  expressing  great  surprize  at  the  other  parts  of  your  letter  whereby 
you  take  upon  you  to  call  M'  Mascarene  to  account  for  expelling  the  Missionary  from  Minas. 
for  being  guilty  of  such  treasonable  practices  within  His  Majesty's  government  as  merited  a 
much  severer  punishment  than  that  of  expulsion  from  the  Province. 

The  right  you  claim,  Sir.  of  sending  Missionaries  from  France  to  reside  among  His  Majesty's 
subjects  of  Nova  Scotia  as  their  priests,  and  in  consequence  of  that,  your  forbidding  His 
Majesty's  Governour  {o  make  any  alteration  in  the  State  of  Religion  and  it's  Ministers  there 
is  still  more  extraordinary,  and  I  must  not  omit  upon  this  occasion  to  remark  to  you  that  I 
think  the  letter  which  the  Bishop  of  Quebec-  lately  wrote  to  M'  Mascarene  concerning  his 
intended  visitation  of  His  Majesty's  subjects  in  that  government  in  such  terms  as  shewed  he 
looks  upon  'em  as  a  part  of  his  cure  of  souls  and  within  his  jurisdiction,  was  likewise  an 
extraordinary  attempt  and  can't  he  admitted. 

Your  interfering.  Sir,  in  His  Majesty's  punishment  of  his  subjects  in  Nova  Scotia,  inflicted 
for  rebellious  and  treasonable  practices  against  the  Crown  and  his  requiring  others  of  them  to 
renew  their  oaths  of  Fidelity,  and  in  one  word  your  treating  the  subjects  of  the  Crown  of 
Great  Britain  in  that  Province,  as  if  you  look'd  upon  'em  as  subjects  of  His  Most  Christian 
Majesty  and  being  under  his  allegiance,  is,  if  possible,  still  more  surpri/.ing;  and  as  these 
attempts  are  manifest  invasions  of  the  undoubted  right  which  every  Prince  has  over  his 
subjects.  1  can't  but  look  upon  'em  as  insults  upon  His  Majesty's  government,  which  require  no 
further  answer.  ^ 

After  these  attempts,  Sir,  upon  His  Majesty's  right  of  government  over  his  subjects  in  Nova 
Scotia,  I  am  less  siirpriz'd  at  your  eiUToachnients  upon  the  limits  of  this  Province,  which  you 
are  pleased  to  call  in  your  letter  Dependencies  of  the  (iovermneiit  of  Canada. 

•  lii,-l.t  U..V   lUxK,  .,u  n„«,.  „K  I'.NT  llurvNO.  «ueoo.,or  of  Mi.l.o,,  ,1..  rAnborivio,...  (  IX.,  Vh;,  ),  an.l  «,!,  liislu.p  .,f  Qu..l,ee 

WB«  bon,  „i  V«n,„.,,  ,„  li,.,ttnny,  Frano...  in   IT..'.*.     Ho  w..h  „.,.,.at,.,l  al  V,uU  .,„  the  ml,  of  April,  1741   ,uul  ur.iv.cl  ui 

(im.l,....  on  tlK.  17tl,  of  AnKMi.t  foll.nvinj,.  0„  .1,..  ap|„„,„.|.  „f  ,1,..  Kn^-li.l,  ,..  g„.,|,,,,  )„  175...,  1..  msued  h  fasto.al  L.ttor 
wim.l,  „  pr..s..rv..,l  i„  K„oxV  }lis,„ric,.ljuun.„!.  II„  1„H,  „,„1  ,..p,.i,„e>l  i„  S,„i.l,'.  //I,l..r,,  ./  C.n,„l„,  I,  277.  an.l  aftor  the 
rn  „o>,on  of  that  cU.v  ,v,i,...;  .0  Montreal,  where  he  dicj  on  tl,o  Slh  of  June.  17C0.  agej  61  yoar,.  lie  wa,  the  last  Ui^hop 
of  Canada  UDiler  the  French  doniiuion.  —  Eu.  "^ 
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As  to  your  demand  for  the  release  of  the  two  Indians  carry'd  off  by  Capt.  Gorham,  I  can't 
allow,  Sir,  that  you  have  a  right  to  interpose  in  that  affair,  and  M'  Gorham  has  satisfy'd  me 
that  he  committed  no  breach  of  publick  ftiith  in  doing  it. 

I  can't  conclude  without  making  use  of  this  opportunity  to  acquaint  you,  Sir,  that  we  look 
upon  Fort  S*  Frederic  at  Crown  Point  as  an  f  ncroachment  upon  His  Majesty's  territories,  and 
in  case  you  proceed  to  settle  the  country  round  it,  shall  esteem  those  settlements  so  too,  unless 
that  tract  has  been  ceded  to  you  by  the  late  Definitive  Treaty  at  Aix  la  Chapelle. 

I  am  sorry,  Sir,  that  the  first  fruits  of  the  Peace,  on  your  part,  have  so  unpromising  an  aspect, 
and  beg  you  will  be  perswaded  that  nothing  shall  be  wanting  in  me  to  preserve  that  right 
understanding  which  subsisted  between  us  during  the  war;  having  the  honour  to  be  with  the 
most  perfect  regard 

Sir 

Your  most  humble  and 

most  obedient  Servant 

Marquis  la  Galissoniere.  W.  Shirley. 


Gavernor  Clinton  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 

[New-Tork  Papen,  (ft  P.O. )  XI..  JT.] 

My  Lord  Duke. 

The  Governour  of  Canada  under  various  pretences  refuses  to  tet  at  liberty  numbers  of  His 
Maj'J"  subjects,  who  were  made  prisoners  in  time  of  war,  viz:  first:  the  Indians  who  are 
prisoners  there  in  expectation  thereby  to  oblige  the  p'ive  nations  (who  are  declared  subjects  of 
Great  Britain  by  the  treaty  of  Utreclit)  to  go  to  Canada  and  there  treat  for  the  liberty  of  their 
people  independently  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain;  and  secondly,  to  e-xtort  large  sums  for 
the  redemption  of  prisoners  inhabitants  of  this  province,  whom  he  has  left  in  the  power  of  the 
French  Indians  as  their  slaves. 

The  Governour  of  Canada  at  the  same  time  threatens  to  make  war  on  the  Missesaques,  and 
on  other  nations  scituated  on  lake  Hurons,  who  had  joined  us  in  the  war  against  the  F'rench 
in  Canada,  had  blocked  up  several  of  the  French  forts  scituated  on  those  lakes  for  security  of 
their  commerce  among  these  distant  nations  and  in  a  renconter  with  the  French  had  killed  above 
sixty  of  their  men.  These  nations  had  entirely  obstructed  the  French  commerce  in  the  time 
of  the  war  and  their  communication  with  the  Misissipi  and  now  not  only  trade  with  His  Maj'-" 
subjects  of  this  province,  but  endevour  to  carry  the  trade  of  all  the  neighbouring  Indian 
nations  to  Oswego  and  to  withdraw  them  from  the  French. 

I  have  now  sent  the  Indian  interpreter  with  a  considerable  quantity  of  provisions  and 
amuuition  to  meet  the  Missisaque  Indians  at  Oswego  to  encourage  them  in  their  confidence 
of  their  being  supported  against  intrigues  of  the  French  in  their  Trading  with  His  Maj''' 
subjects,  and  as  this  is  evidently  a  necessary  service,  I  am  confident  His  Maj'»  will  not  allow 
me  to  suffer  by  my  zeal  for  his  service  in  advancing  the  money  for  the  expence  of  it  since  it 
could  not  otherwise  be  performed. 
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A.  the  de.igra  of  the  Govern'  of  Conoda  m  this  proceeding  i,  ,o  withdraw  the  Indian.  fr„™ 

mrrr;'°"'""^'  °"°"  ^"""'---^  --■,nont.io:::fi".:i':: 

"dr/oulrn  ""•'  ""  °"'^^'  to  defray  the  expenee  of  preserving  .hri„dt„    !„  tti 
from7h     n  .      i  r"  ''"'"''  P'"'"^'^*'  ^"^  °"  '•'«  '^'•^J"  "'■  »'>«  orders,  I  formerly  received 
purpose,  and  tho  this  be  a  heavy  charge  on  me,  and  absolutely  necessary  for  His  Mai'-  service 
LenrlT    ""t  .  ^"  ''  "''""'"  '''"'''''''''  *"^"  ^'^  the' aforesaid' cre,mwh  has  not' 

o   CanaS    :^^    i'^T' '''''''''  ^"  '"  '"^''^"  "^'''"  '^^^  P^^^^'  »>'^tween  the  Governo 
of  Canada  and  me  on  th.s  occassion.  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  PlantaMons  for 
the.r  mformation,  to  which  I  must  beg  leave  to  refer  Your  Grace,  humbly  praying  I  at  I'l; 
receive  proper  instructions  on  this  head  without  delay.  ^  ^  ^ 

Your  Grace  will  perceive  from  the  inclosed  extract  of  a  paper  which  the  Gov'  of  Canada 
oeleToiT"'  In'J--.  what  artifices  he  is  using,  no/at  the  commencement  of    h 

peace  to  infuse  among  them  of  the  English  and  to  withdraw  their  affections  from  us 

I  have  been  for  some  weeks  past  much  out  of  order,  that  I  hope  Your  Grace  will  forgive  me 
in  making  up  of  another  hand  lorgive  me 

I  am  with  the  greatest  regard  and  respect 

My  Lord  Duke 

Your  Graces  most  obedient 

New  York  SO-  May  1749  ""'^  ^'^  ''"'"^'^  '^'^'''"^ 

■'  (signed.)         G  Clinton. 

To  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 


<  I'  »  1 1  » 


Governor  CUnlon  to  the  Lonh  of  Trade. 

[Now- York  Pspew,  Ilh.,  No.  'ill.] 

My  Lords, 

Your  I  ordships  will  receive  with  this  copys  of  several  iKters  &  papets  which  I  have  pnssed 
between  the  (  ovornour  of  Canada  ..-  me  relating  to  the  Kxehange  ol'l'rloners.  Th  overn  w 
of  Canada  under  various  pretences  detains  a  great  number  of  His  Majesty's  Subjects  o  I 
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Province  Prisoners  in  Canada.  I  have  set  all  the  French  at  liberty  (who  were  a  much 
greater  number  tiian  the  English  in  Canada)  e.\eept  about  Eigliteeu  or  twenty  who  were  taken 
by  the  Mohawk  Indians  &  remain  in  their  hands.  They  have  five  of  thei>-  people  prisoners  in 
Canada.  The  Gov''  of  Canada  insists  to  have  these  French  who  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
Mohawks  delivered  up  in  the  first  place  &  at  the  same  time  refuses  to  deliver  up  those  Indians 
he  has  prisoners;  and  likewise  to  set  at  Liberty  a  great  many  of  the  English  who  are  detained 
like  Slaves  among  the  French  Indians,  unless  we  buy  them  like  slaves  from  their  Indian 
Masters.  At  the  same  time  the  Gov'  of  Canada  has  his  Emissaries  among  the  Indians  of  the 
five  Nations  who  by  the  force  of  presents  and  otherwise  are  endeavouring  to  debauch  them  in 
their  Fidelity  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  by  perswading  them  to  go  to  Canada  &  there  to 
humble  themselves  (or  having  joined  with  the  English  in  the  war  &  to  enter  into  new  treaties 
of  friendship  &  submission  to  the  French  King.  The  Gov'  of  Canada  at  the  same  time 
threatens  to  make  War  on  the  Mississaques  &  on  other  Nations  scituate  on  Lake  Hurons  who 
had  joined  us  in  the  War  against  the  Fren'  h  in  Canada,  had  blocked  up  several  of  the  French 
Forts  scituated  on  those  Lakes  for  the  Security  of  their  Commerce  among  these  distant  nations 
&  in  a  renconter  with  the  French  had  killed  above  si.\ty  of  their  Men.  These  Nations  had 
entirely  obstructed  the  French  commerce  in  the  time  of  the  War,  &  their  Communication 
with  the  Mississippi  &  now  not  only  trade  with  His  Majesty's  Subjects  of  this  Province,  but 
riideavour  to  carry  the  trade  of  all  the  neighbouring  Indian  Nations  to  Oswego  &  to  withdraw 
them  from  the  French. 

As  it  would  be  at  present  of  the  worst  consequence  to  the  British  Interest  in  Trade  if  the 
French  should  succeed  in  their  Designs,  &  afterwards  as  to  the  safety  of  the  Northern  Colonies 
in  case  of  a  War,  I  am  doing  everything  in  my  power  to  defeat  their  Designs,  But  as  his 
Majesty's  Government  in  this  Province  is  without  one  farthing  at  present  for  the  support  of  it, 
or  for  the  defraying  any  Expence  in  the  Administration  however  necessary,  I  am  put  under 
the  necessity  of  Defraying  this  Expence  of  preserving  the  Indians  in  their  Fidelity  out  of  my 
own  private  pocket,  &  without  knowing  in  what  manner  I  shall  be  reimbursed. 

I  have  now  sent  the  Indian  Interpreter  with  a  considerable  quantity  of  provision,"^  & 
Amunition  to  meet  the  Misissaque  Indians  at  Oswego  to  Encourage  them  in  their  Confidence 
of  their  being  supported  against  the  intrigues  of  the  French  in  their  Trading  with  his  Majesty's 
Subjects,  &  as  this  is  evidently  a  necessary  service  I  am  confident  His  Majesty  will  not  allow 
me  to  sufl'er  by  my  zeal  for  his  service  in  advancing  the  moiiy  for  the  Expence  of  it,  since  it 
could  not  otherwise  be  performed. 

Your  Lordships  will  perceive  by  my  last  letter  to  the  Governour  of  Canada  that  I  expected 
to  be  Enabled  by  the  treaty  of  peace  to  demand  all  the  prisoners  to  he  set  at  liberty  in 
pursuance  of  it;  But  tlio  I  have  received  his  Majesty's  Proclamation  of  Peace  I  have  no  orders 
relating  to  the  liberty  of  the  Prisoners  on  either  side,  neither  have  I  any  copy  of  the  treaty  of 
peace,  so  that  I  am  disabled  from  pursueing  those  measures  I  had  resolved  to  take  for  procuring 
the  Lii)erty  of  the  Indians  as  well  as  of  the  other  British  subjects  Prisoners  in  Canada. 

It  is  of  the  greatest  consequc^nce,  My  liOrds,  that  I  be  enabled  to  preserve  the  Confidence 
the  Indians  have  in  the  protection  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  for  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
assistance  we  had  from  our  Indians  it  would  have  been  very  diflicult  to  have  preserved  a  great 
part  of  this  Province  &  other  parts  from  desolation  by  the  Incursions  of  the  French  Indians, 
whereas  by  the  Assistance  we  have  had  from  them  notwithstanding  the  Agravations  made  in 
the  common  News  Papers  of  what  the  people  on  the  Frontiers  have  suftered  from  the  Incursions 


V 


,-,^,...,^,#*f. 


LONDON  DOCUMENTS :    XXIX 

Commerce  with  the  numerous   In.linn   Mr.      u     „?  '  •'"«^''"'^l'»n  of  the  French 

obstructed  by  the     .t  igue         T'^^^^  '  f  '^'^^^-■''^'^  *  -^-^'-  •^•'''1   I  "ot  been 

destroyed  by  the  M^aauresI  I  d  f  U  /.  u  :/^°^'"'--^"- ^°«''l  have  Le.n  so  effectually 
have  recovefeS  I  "     "^'"  ''"'  ^'^^  '  ""'^''  ^"'^  -'  -  '-"7  Veara  (  u^  ever). 

their  Fidelitv  &  tlT  o  U^  e  st  fo  tM  n  "'7'  ""  ,"'"""^''  ''^  """^^'^  '"«  '-^--  •" 
Artifices  gaii,  any  advLtre  ov  r  u  T  is'  I  H  "\  "'  T  '  T"'^"  '"  ''"""''^  ^"""''^  ''^  ''-- 
between  fi.e  GovLoroSu  Id     rmeirilTr 

the  Peace  ^.  the  setting  o,  prisoLrs  7  ^J^;,::;.^^^,^:^:^  '''  ^""'"'""  "' 
withdraw  ihe  Jop«,„l„iii:e  of  tra  Ki»,  N.„i„„.  ™  'wi""'"  "I  It  OS  n  proper  occiiaioi,  to 

Crown,  th6  by  tho  treat;  of  J  rec  "tb.stZ.rtir,  V'  ,T  "  ''""""  """'""  °"  ""  ""'"'' 
.l,e  K„gli.,„  L  declared  .„.,Jel  of tl l;'" ,        '"'       '  """  """  '=°'"'"''"''  '"'""  "^ 

.Jl^rf^ZLr^-peirr-r— ^ 

immediately  after  the  conclusion  of  a  peace.  &  the  morP  so  tU.t  .i      v        i        '  ""'^[^^^  ""^ 
indefatigable  at  this  time  ,o  gain  an  Tivnt.i^^l  or  ,"/'"''"  ^"^^ 
unsettled  state  of  M.epublickAtrUrsc^,^^CL^^^^        v'^","'  "':""""'  "''''''''''  ''^  ""^ 

by  Which  the  AdminiLation  shall  be  irr  r^:j;z  r;:;r  rni::  rrr 

out  o     picciue  or  otner  s.mster  View  to  oppose  an.i  obstruct  every  Measure  It     efo 
Majesties  bervice  however  necessary  or  useful  they  may  be  for  the  publick  Good 
As  soon  as  tiie  present  unsettlcfl  A(rii.-a  r.c  .i,.„  i>       •  ■■■ 

Memorial  before  V  or  .or,,,..;,:!  T^  ::\^:zz  ^isT^,  zi:;!!  :x 
Maje..yt.,e„eee..ity„f.re„„ ^  ::;,2::zx-:::^z:2:z::!: 

bal::t':t«';Li'r:w;::T,t';- e':tT;' '"™' °^"  ^r^"  "'''^^^ 

I  am  with  the  greatest  respect,  My  Lords, 
New  York  ^  °""^  Lordships  most  obedient 

S"!  June  1749.  "'"'  '""^'  'lumble  Servant. 

(>•  Clinton. 
To,  The  Right  Hon""  The  Lords  Commiss"  for  Trade  &  Plantations. 
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Marquis  de  la  Oalissoniere  to  Governor  Clinton. 

I  New-Tork  Pipen,  Hh.,  No,  80.  ] 
(TEANSLATED  FEOM  THE  FEBNOH.] 

Quebec,  2.3"'  August  1748. 

Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  24"'  of  May  being  dispatched  in  time  of  war,  I  ought  not  be 
surprised  at  the  bitter  complaints  it  contained  on  the  subject  of  the  incursions  of  Canadians 
and  Indians  into  the  territory  of  New  England;  but  as  you  have  doubtless  ere  this  found  out 
by  the  return  of  peace  that  nothing  occurred  during  this  last  war  except  events  and  misfortunes 
inseperable  therefrom,  I  hope  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  dispense  with  my  answering  that 
point  more  at  length,  the  rather  that,  as  you  do  not  cite  any  particular  act  nor  accuse  any 
individual  by  name,  it  would  be  difficult  for  me  to  undertake  the  justification  of  all  the 
Canadians  and  all  the  Indians.  I  doubt  not  but  M'  Shirley  has  communicated  to  you  some 
complaints  which  I  made  to  him  on  my  side,  last  autumn  ar  '  spring,  and  which  I  am  about  to 
repeat  to  you. 

Notwithstanding  the  unceasing  attention  paid  by  the  Marquis  de  Beauharnois,  my  predecessor, 
and  myself,  to  recovering  from  the  hands  of  the  Indians  the  greatest  number  possible  of  English 
people,  and  to  procure  them  a  prompt  return  into  tlieir  country,  having  sent  back  forty 
one  by  sea,  belonging  to  the  Province  of  New-York  alone,  your  government  has  distinguished 
itself  from  that  of  Massachusetts  and  the  others,  by  retaining  to  this  day  our  prisoners,  and 
leaving  them  in  the  hands  of  the  Indians,  who,  it  is  said,  still  have  eighteen  exclusive  of  the 
five  you  have  just  restored. 

This  conduct,  whicli  I  am  persuaded  Your  Excellency  has  not  approved,  would  have  obliged 
me,  had  tlie  war  continued,  to  retain  here  all  the  prisoners  belonging  to  the  Province  of  New 
York,  until  that  government  had  adopted  more  favorable  sentiments  towards  the  prisoners  on 
both  sides.  But  peace  being  reiJslablished,  I  shall  modify  this  resolution  as  much  as  possible, 
without  failing  in  what  I  owe  to  the  security  of  the  French  Canadians,  who  are  still  detained 
throughout  the  extent  of  your  Government,  exclusive  of  the  forty-one  you  have  already  received, 
and  who  have  been  replaced  by  only  five.  I  have  given  M'  Thomas  William  those,  the  list 
whereof  is  hereunto  annexed. 

I  do  not  include  the  twenty-four  prisoners  of  old  France  in  the  account,  because  1  had  already 
begun,  last  year  and  this,  to  send  back  all  the  Etiglish  belonging  to  Old  England  and  the 
other  Colonies,  a  great  number  of  whom  I  had  here,  and  I  daily  send  ofl'the  remainder  of  them 
by  every  oppuriunity. 

I  have  to  submit  to  you  some  personal  complaints,  wherein  I  refer  myself  entirely  to  your 
justice.  The  Pence  ought  to  put  an  end  to  National  animosities,  but  it  is  a  mark  of  friendship 
to  make  known  to  each  other  those  who  by  their  conductor  discourse,  may  a  (lord  cause  during 
the  war  for  grave  reprisals.  The  first  is  against  an  officer  who  was  in  command  at  Harastow, 
in  the  month  of  October  and  November,  17  JO,  in  presence  of  whom  some  I-wiglish  or  Dutchmen, 
nnd  not  Indians,  burnt  in  the  hand  with  touchwood,  a  Canadian  named  L'Ksperance  who  had 
been  taken  by  some  Moliawks  nt  Isle  la  Mothe.  This  man  is  here,  and  will  bear  all  his  life  the 
marks  of  that  barbarity.  The  a"'  against  M'  Chew,  who  had  informed  you  that  he  was  not  well 
treated  during  his  iniprisonnienl  at  (iuebec.     On  this  point  I  re(|UCBl  to  interrogate  those  who 
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therein,  we  have  alw»,,  redded  .Z„,  7  A  "■^''"''  """'  "'">■  °""  -cqule.ced 

.hey  do  „o.  ,00k  on  .r:.eZ.t  a";«,:H ';;:;  "■  °™'™" »' "- '"'''-" »""  "--"•  »"" 

On  restonng  them  to  n.e  I  shall  liberate  all  the  English  and  Dutcl,  o    Nw  vtk   il  mv" 

classes,  exceeded  four  or  five  times  that  of  ours  prisoners,  of  all 

bnct^lroL''";,rM;  n  ■',•''''  "'"":'  "  "^  '"^-^-^  «-  Indians,you  have  only  to  send 

I  have  tile  honor  to  be,  with  respect, 
Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  most  humble 

and  most  obedient  servant 

La  Galissonikrb. 
A  true  copy,  examined  and  compared  with  the  original  paper. 

I'kteU    I)e    JoNfoirHT, 

Interpreter  of  the  French  language. 
Vol,.  VI.  Q2 
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Ill 


Lieutenant  Desli^gnei'is  to  Governor  Clinton. 

[  New-Tork  Tuftn,  Hh.,  No.  81.] 
[TEANBLATEDFROMTHBFEENCn.] 

To  his  Excellency,  MonSieur  de  Clinton,  Captain-General  and  Governor  of  the  Province  of 
New -York. 

Sir, 

I  take  the  liberty  of  most  humbly  representing  to  Your  Excellency  that  the  advanced  season 
makes  me  greatly  apprehend  diffici  Ities  on  my  return  to  Canada,  and  pray  you  to  be  so  good 
as  to  accelerate  my  departure.  My  voyage  to  this  country  has  no  other  object  than  the  release 
of  the  Canadian  prisoners  who  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Mohawks,  and  I  assure  Your 
Excellency  that  if  you  deliver  them  to  me  all  the  prisoners  belonging  to  the  Government  of 
New-York,  as  well  as  the  Indian  prisoners  at  Quebec,  will  be  restored  to  liberty  and  sent  back 
as  soon  as  the  season  will  permit. 

Sir,  Your  Excellency  has  done  me  the  honor  to  tell  me  that  had  the  Marquis  de  la  Galissoniere 
sent  back  one  only  of  the  Indian  prisoners,  it  would  have  greatly  facilitated  the  recovery  of 
our  Canadians  from  out  the  hands  of  the  Mohawks,  but  that  he  not  only  did  not  do  so,  but 
even  does  not  say  when  he  will  send  them. 

To  the  first  point  I  answer,  that  the  Marquis  de  la  Galissoniere  sent  several  of  them  back 
last  year  who  had  promised  to  return  to  negotiate  the  exchange  of  their  people  and  to  bring 
us  back  our  Canadians,  and  that  since  that  time  they  have  made  no  movement  to  that  effect. 
Therefore,  he  was  not  bound  to  trust  them  any  more. 

To  the  second,  I  answer,  that  it  is  the  Marquis  de  la  Galissonif'^re's  intention  to  release  the 
Indian  as  well  as  the  English  prisoners  as  soon  as  we  shall  have  our  Canadians  ;  and  if  he  does 
not  muke  mention  of  them  to  your  Excellency,  it  is  because  he  does  not  regard  those  Indians  as 
subjects  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain.  In  fact,  were  they  such,  would  not  those  have  been 
punished  who,  after  having  come  with  a  message  to  Montreal,  treacherously  killed  and  carried 
off  some  Frenchmen  from  Isle  la  Motte;  and  would  not  those  have  been  condemned  to  death 
who  are  killing  each  other  daily  in  drunken  debauchery?  The  King  does  not  tolerate  such 
disorders  among  his  subjects. 

It  has  been  asked  of  me,  Sir,  on  the  part  of  Your  Excellency,  if  some  of  our  prisoners  were 
now  surrendered,  with  a  promise  to  send  back  the  others  in  course  of  time,  whether  the  Marquis 
de  la  Galissoniere  would  release  all  those  we  have  in  Canada?  I  answer,  I  do  not  believe 
that  lie  would,  but  am  persuaded  that  if  it  bo  impossible  to  have  them  all  at  present,  and 
that  a  portion  of  them  are  given  up  to  me,  the  Marquis  de  la  Galissoniere  will  also  release 
some  of  yours,  because  I  know  that  he  is  well  disposed  to  live  in  friendship  with  this 
government,  and  to  avoid  all  sorts  of  subjects  of  difference.  I  have  reason  to  think,  Sir,  that 
Your  Excellency  entertains  the  same  sentiments.  Wherefore,  I  Hatter  myself  you  will  make 
every  effort  to  withdraw  our  Canadian  prisoners  out  the  hands  of  the  Indians  and  restore  them 
to  me ;  especially  when  you  will  be  informed  of  the  care  with  which  the  English  prisoners  in 
the  hands  of  our  Indians  have  been  redeemed.  Mess"  Williams  and  Vanderheden  can  render 
faithful  testimony  thereof,  since  they  themselves  have  been  witnesses  of  ihe  pains  which  the 
Comnuuulant  of  Montreal  took  to  that  effect  when  they  were  in  that  city-  I  hope  Your 
Excellency  will  be  ho  good  us  to  return  iho  complinuiit,  and  rellect  that  it  is  much  more  the 
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interest  of  the  government  of  New-York  than  that  of  Canada,  that  the  exchange  of  prisoners 
L  thi:  ll!!;'''  '"^"^"^''  '^^  ^'  ''''  '  "-^"^  ^--^  "-''"  «^y--  than  yZ  ht'eZr: 
Meanwhile,  my  opinion  is.  that  it  is  highly  advantageous  to  the  two  Colonies  that  this 
exchange  should  be  promptly  made,  and  that  it  is  the  surest  means  of  restor  rtranquil  ty 
by  send.ng  .mmed.ately  to  Albany  there  would  still  be  sufficient  time  to  bring  thither  our' 
pnsoners  from  the  Mohawks;   and  I  doubt  not  but  Colonel   Janson.  who  1  as  clideraWe 

pray  Your  Excellency  to  be  pleased  to  pay  attention  to  what  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  and 
to  dismiss  me  as  soon  as  possible.     I  shall  be  truly  obliged  thereby.  '^P'^^^^^^  and 

I  am,  with  the  most  profound  respect,  Sir, 
Your  most  humble 

New-York,  IS-*  October.  1748.  '"^  """"'  obedient  servant, 

Desligneris. 
A  true  copy,  examined  and  compared  with  the  original  paper. 

I'eter  De  Joncoukt, 
Interpreter  of  the  French  language. 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Governor  of  Canada. 
(Copy.)  [N«w-rotkr.p.n,ni,.,No.8i.] 

Sir.  ^'"■t  George  in  New  York.  lO*  Oct'  1748 

In  answer  to  Your  letter  of  the  25-.  August  I  am  well  pleased  that  you  observe  the  difference 
of  the  tmie  in  winch  n.y  former  was  wrote,  and  that  wherein  Yours  is 

As  soon  as  I  received  orders  to  make  Hostilities  cease,  all  the  French  Prisoners  in  this 
•rovmce  aken  be  ore  the  Cessation  of  arn.s,  being  then  between  three  or  fourZdred  w-e 
mmed.a  ely  set  at  l.berty.  and  sent  to  .he  French  Colonies  at  the  expence  of  thi  7i  "« 

avl.kew.,e  restored  seven  French  Ships  taken  by  .h.-  Friva.eers  belongir.g  to  t   is  p    ee 

do  not  now  return  with  the  ( )llicer  you  sent  to  receive  them.  ^ 

rne'^sZuuMr/'r  °' ''"  f "'«'«  '""''J-'"  -'-  "'X  ^o-rnment  made  it  necessary  for 

V   u  u  th    he  1-rencl   I  r.Honers,  that  1  might  forn,  my  resolutions  according  to  your  conduct 

have  sent  a   several  tunes  above  one  .housan.l  French  I'risoners  fron,  this  plaa-.  who  wlj 

here  were  enter.a.ned  in  lodgings  and  carried  home  at  our  Expence.  You  will  U-ive  that  we 
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are  in  no  manner  short  of  what  has  been  done  any  where  in  the  King  of  France's  Dominions, 
either  in  the  good  treatment  of  the  Prisoners,  or  the  numbers  that  have  been  restored:  Tiiia 
Governm'  has  reason  therefore  more  than  any  other  to  have  their  prisoners  in  Canada  well 
treated  and  as  speedily  ffs  possible  sent  home. 

Now,  Sir,  1  am  sorry  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  complaining  that  after  You  knew  of  the 
Cessation  of  Hostilities  You  refused  to  set  the  King  of  Great  Britain's  Subjects  at  liberty,  not 
only  those  .vlio  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Indians  but  those  who  are  absolutely  in  Your  own 
power,  for  which  there  can  be  no  excuse,  and  make  my  releasing  the  few  French  Prisoners  who 
are  in  the  hands  of  the  Indians  a  condition  of  their  Liberty. 

I  know  not  what  greater  demand  could  be  made  in  time  of  actual  War,  and  Vi'hich  must  be 
attended  with  this  hardsiiip  to  the  King  my  Master's  Subjects,  that  if  the  French  were  now  to 
be  delivered  the  English  must  (by  the  Season  of  the  Year)  remain  the  whole  winter  in  Canada, 
after  the  French  are  returned,  or  be  under  the  necessity  of  Travelling  in  the  Severities  of  that 
Season.  Whereas  had  you  sent  all  the  Enjjush  Prisoners  back  with  my  Messengers  and  Your 
Officer  both  English  and  French  might  have  returned  home  with  equal  conveniency.  I  must 
also  complain  that  you  still  keep  the  English  Prisoners  in  close  confinement,  especially  Anthony 
Van  Schaick,  and  John  Abeel,  who  have  been  so  long  detained,  and  who  I  am  credibly 
informed  have  been  treated  with  a  severity  not  commonly  practised  amongst  Civilized  Nations. 

Your  conduct  has  given  me  a  right  (which  I  think  otherwise  I  should  not  have  had)  to 
detain  as  many  of  the  French  Prisoners  in  this  place  as  1  shall  think  proper,  till  such  time  as 
His  Majesty's  Subjects  shall  be  all  released :  Nevertheless  that  the  Subjects  of  both  Crowns  may 
as  much  as  is  in  my  power  enjoy  the  benefit  of  peace  without  unnecessary  delay  I  shall 
immediately  give  orders  to  have  the  Frencli  I'risoners  who  are  still  in  the  hands  of  the  Indians 
to  be  taken  out  of  their  hands.  It  appears  by  Your  letter  you  are  sensible  enough  what 
ditKculties  attend  the  doing  of  this,  where  the  Prisoners  have  been  given  up  to  particular 
families  and  adopted.  However  if  you  shall  restore  all  the  English  Prisoners,  1  undertake  to 
have  this  done  and  to  restore  all  them  that  are  desirous  to  return  to  Canada. 

But  to  avoid  Mistakes  on  this  head  I  include  the  Indian  Prisoners  of  the  five  Nations  in  the 
Number  of  those  to  be  restored,  as  they  are  undoubtedly  the  King  of  Great  Britain's  Subjects 
and  when  take[n]  were  under  persons  who  had  my  commission 

As  to  what  you  hint  that  the  five  Nations  are  independant  and  never  submitted  themselves 
to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  You  are  misinformed  for  they  have  done  it  in  a  solemn  manner, 
and  their  subjection  has  been  likewise  acknowledged  by  the  (,'iovvn  of  France  in  the  Treaty  of 
Utrecht.  The  Copy  of  the  Article  of  that  Treaty  sent  with  Your  letter  is  not  compleat,  and 
from  thence  I  suppose  Your  mistake  arises.  .M'  Burnet  formerly  Governour  of  this  place  has 
explained  this  so  fully  that  1  think  it  sufficient  to  send  a  Copy  of  what  he  formerly  wrote  to 
Your  predecessor  in  answer  to  the  same  objection  which  you  make,  and  with  which  Your 
predecessor  remained  satisfied. 

But  supposing  the  Indians  were  only  Auxiliaries  I  have  aright  to  demand  the  release  of  them, 
as  well  as  of  His  Majesty's  subjects  who  are  prisoners  of  war. 

1  am  surprised  at  the  reason  you  are  pleased  to  give  why  twenty  four  of  the  prisoners  1  sent 
are  not  to  be  jilaced  to  the  account  of  the  exchange  of  iVisoners.  You  are  I  believe  not 
apprized  of  the  great  number  of  French  Prisoners  that  have  been  brought  into  this  Province, 
80  great  a  number  timt  all  the  Frencli  Colonies  together  could  not  ballance  Acco"  with  me, 
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place,  because  they  never  were  conCned  ,!  T  ''™"™™  '"""S"  i»  pH'onera  to  ,l,i. 
Lodging.  IndeedLneo  .reFrerh  b,„n^,t  ;L  ,7'  T"'  '"/»'"'"-«1  '"  """venfen. 
With  ™„re  indulgence  than  i.  „L     a  ,y  whe  m!'cZ:Z      T,'  '"  f'T '  ""'  """* 

received  from  particular  Gentlemen  but  I  .1,!,  I  V  ?        "knowledges  the  Civilities  he 

other.  With  J  severity  of  c^Zld' t^rtllTat^ber'  ""'"  ""'  '""'^^  "'""  "»^ 

a,st,ratrth?rrnrn;  ™tr^^De.r!.t'':'"''''^f'""^■"°"=^  '»  "■«  '"''^»"'  '" 
this,  because  none  of  the  Trade  .  be  on^llj  „^r°"'?  """"  """"  ""'  '^  ""  '"""  i" 
Country.  The  English  are  knowTro  ,,  1,^  ^  •  ""•  ""  ^°  "'"  """  P»"  »f  >l» 
among  us,  than  in  any  other  NatT™  ?  h  "T™"":'""^' '""'  ''"»■"  '""""«'  ""  '»""''  <>'  " 
have  prov'ocatiortoTa         ,';:  Lr  he  1  1  nTr  '"  '""  ""T?""-  '""'  "  '  "'™"' 

punish  the  Injury  by  open  FLtiiitieiro::::.!-:''hi'::r:„;rdr''' '°°- '  ""'^ """"  •» 

easily  convinced  that  Vour  con."; It'll'Ii;;::!:  u'  I  '."o l'  t:  ^^e^"  "  "=  "■"' 

n„;io:.r.h:rrr::r;L:Ti;ri:er;:''T'^ ""  '^"«- = -- — 

have  reason  ,„  think  tha  we  si    M  .o™  I  ■  v  t  ,        T'  """"^  "'™  ^  ''""  """  "« 

to  cement  and  „„„«„„  t^L  pea       y  „™.       1"  ^om     '"'",  ""°,"'  '1  "'  """"""^  ""'''"°'" 
with  regard  to  the  Indians  especi.'uy  '       """'•  '""""  """'  ''^  "">■  ~°""'y  »"<'« 

sui«tr ,:  "^!:';=tir't:::::::  z"h;7" "-  r  ^r'  ^™^'  -  "■• 

otherwise  it  will  he  impossible  tha.  ,h,  rl  V  ^    '  """"■''""•ly  »"  »<  lilwrly, 

elTects  of  peace,  wbic     j; t       „     .lyirt r,:  Z  T""'  7°'" ,'""  "" "  ""  ""  S""" 

hope  for.  complying  w,th  my  demands  ,n  this  particular  they  may 

th!t  whatever  rLluti:,.  yl:  ',„:':,    'ilVT;'"'"  ""  i^'"'''°t"  '°  '"•"*■  '  "°l" 
From  the  gr.-nt  indulg.M.ce  that  numerous  French  PrisonerH  i1..rin„  .1,   w     . 

:^';,;;s::,T;:arrrn^:r;::rr^^ 

now  their  liberty  in  vour  .3:;,:::::--:!::::rr^XJ^:i^^^ 
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conduct  you  will  fully  convince  me  of  Your  hearty  Inclinations  to  restore  a  perfect  understanding 
between  the  Subjects  of  the  two  Crowns. 

I  would  have  shewn  the  regard  I  have  to  the  character  of  Your  person  by  sending  some 
person  of  distinction  to  you  from  this  Province,  but  the  Season  of  the  Year  was  so  far  advanced 
before  Your  Officer  arrived,  and  the  difficultys  and  hardships  which  must  attend  a  Journey  to 
Canada  in  the  winter  Season  are  such  as  no  Gentleman  in  this  place  has  been  accustomed 
to  bear;  I  am  therefore  under  a  necessity  to  direct  the  Commandir.g  Officer  at  Albany  to  send 
such  persons  from  thence  as  he  shall  think  most  pro"Rr  for  this  pur;)ose,  and  to  return  as  soon 
as  possible  with  all  the  prisoners  both  English  au  '  '  ,  which  are  in  Your  hands.  I  hope 
he  will  send  such  as  will  be  agreable  to  you. 

Before  I  conclude  I  must  do  justice  to  M'  Deslignei-o  who  by  hi~  behaviour  has  gained  my 

esteem,  and  the  esteem  of  the  Gentlemen  of  this  place.     It  will  give  me  a  pleasure  to  hear  of 

any  favours  you  shall  bestow  on  him  on  that  account.     I  beg  that  ^ou  will  be  assured  that  I 

have  the  greatest  esteem  of  Your  person  and  Character  and  as  we  make  no  doubt  of  a  gen' 

pacification  being  by  this  time  concluded  I  hope  to  have  many  opportunitys  of  convincing  you 

with  what  great  regard  I  am.  Sir, 

Your,  &c 

A  true  Copy  Examin''  with  the  draft  thereof 

laid  before  His  M  yesties  Council  in  New  York. 

Gw.  Banyar,  D.  CI.  Col. 


<■»♦»•» 


Oovernor  Clinton  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Gallssoniere. 


(Copy.) 


[New-Tork  Ptpan,  llh.,  Ko.  S3.] 


Fort  George  in  New  York. 

10""  October  1748. 


Sir. 

I  have  in  my  letter  which  I  delivered  to  M.  Lignerie  an  vered  every  part  of  Your  letter 
which  I  received  trom  his  hands,  This  goes  by  Capt.  Stoddard  in  order  to  settle  au  Entire 
Exchange  of  Prisoners  on  both  sides. 

The  usage  which  His  Majesty's  Subjects  Prisoners  in  Canada  have  received  where  many  of 
them  hfive  been  detained  in  close  prison  during  many  months,  and  the  whole  Winter,  under 
great  Sufferings,  so  vastly  different  from  what  the  Subjects  of  France  have  received  in  this 
Province  where  none  of  them  were  detained  in  prison,  but  supported  according  to  their 
Quality  at  large  and  sent  to  the  French  Colonies  at  the  expence  of  this  province,  or  to  other 
places  as  they  themselves  desired  ;  and  Your  detaining  the  English  Prisoners  which  were 
absolutely  in  Your  own  power,  after  the  Cessation  from  hostilities  had  taken  place,  when  I  had 
set  all  the  French  Prisoners  in  this  Colony  at  liberty,  excepting  only  those  who  are  in  the 
hands  of  Indians  makes  it  necessary  for  me  to  keep  the  prisoners  which  are  in  the  hands  of 
the  Indians  till  such  time  as  1  have  secured  the  liberty  of  the  English  and  Indian  Prisoners 
now  in  Canada  in  such  method  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  Captain  Stoddard  who  carries  this 
letter  to  you. 
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therefore  I  expect  that  you  will  immedTa tely  se   aTt  e  f"  r  I  p"^  "'"^  '^*"««"  '»'«"'  «»d 
the  Indians,  that  they  may  return  as  soon  ««  the  ^"/''^h  P"«oners  at  large  and  especially 

I  shall  understand  that  yo'u  have  coTp^ed  with  thlT       T/T  "'"  P^™*^  *''«™-    ^nd  as 
that  all  the  French  Prisoners  in  the  hands  Tf  the  Ind  k  ^  "^'"  «'''  ''^^  "«^«««"y  ^^^^^^ 

be  in  readiness  to  be  restored,  accordtg  to  the  Lrelr'  717  T"""^  '°  "^"^"  ^°  ^^^d^ 
I  now  send.  ^  '°  ^''^  Agreement  which  shall  be  made  by  the  person 

To 
Monsieur  Galissoniere 


Instructions  for  Captain   Stoddard    in   order  to   settle   „n    •  » 

Prisoners  between  me  and  Monsieur  GtHss^niet  Gov^rSnar^"^^   ""' 

in  2:i  ;:r  r  rr::^:r  ^:r  r;:::  h  ^^^r'---  ^  --•  °^  ^"em 

had  set  all  the   French,  who  were  prLne t    "11  '"'  '''  ''''''"  ^'^'''  ^"^  °'^-  I 

hands  of  the  Indians,  you  must  d^Zd  oVl  imVr",'l  H ' '^  '-berty  except  a  few   in  the 

.e  i.^  i...,.,,..  Hbert,  with:::t'd:i:tr.r  ie!^rrr":::^'tt^ 

than  is  usual  among  civilized  Nations  -ind  fhnf  .;  ""'"^"^'  «"''  "sed  with  greater  severity 

were,  have  been  set  at  libertv  an  't  '  Ve  t  iT  "77'"  '7'  '^^"  ^•^'^^"  «'"-  '"ey 
considering  the  severe  usage  ihey  havl  Lived  uT'T  "I  '^'°"  '"^P"— t.  That 
your  entering  into  any  Agreem' for  the  delivery  of  thP  Frpn^n-  '^  "^  •^""^'tion  previous  to 
the  Mohawks.  That  Anthony  Van  Schaick  and  John  Ah  .  f .  ."?'"  "°^  '"  '^'«  ''«"'^«  °f 
them  be  set  at  liberty,  and  sent  to  A  b  nv  T^^^^^^^^  '"«    "^'-^  '^^^^  Prisoners  with 

to  travel.  ""^  "'  '°'^"  "«  ''>«  ^«««°n  of  the  year  will  permit  them 

^^^^^0:jZ'^;Zr^:^:T-^^^  ^^^  ^^^---  ^-  received 

the  cessation  from  hostilities  «gre  710  bv  Z  r^  "r- "  return  home,  as  a  breach  of 
immediately  as  soon  as  the  Season  will  permit  vourT"  H  """"'  ''"'""  ^"''  ^^^""-'  ""^ 
proceedings  and  demands  and  usual  plportTl'r  r"  '""^  '"  ^'^^  "^  ^"  ^^^"'  «^  ^-^ 

into  an  Agreementlith  the'o^r^o^C ,"„         "ulTr  ^  "'!'.  '"'"'  ^"'  ^^  "^^  ^^er 
of  the  Indians,  who  are  desirous  to  retu       o  c^  "    ■'"   '        °""  '""  '"  ^''^  '""^« 

Prisoners  be  restored  at  tl.e  aame   im    a  d  ph         IfTo  "     "'  '"k""^'  ''"^"^'^^  ""  ^"«"«'' 
mad.    .t  Albany  you  may  agree  to  have  It  nS^^  CroC  V^T  "''""  '"'  ^^^''""«^  '°  ^« 

Uu  are  to  make  inquiry  into  the  state  and  numbers  of  the  K„„ii-.       ■ 
and  transmit  to  me  an  account  thereof  as  soon  as  ^1'"      /'«'"''  P"«°"''"  "°^*"  Canada, 
as  often  as  you  can.  to  transmit  to  n.e  an  adnt  of  all  P  ^  '""  ''""" ''""'  *"  »™«'  «"d 

proper  for  me  to  know  on  this  occasion  Proceedings  m  Canada  which  may  be 
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Marquis  de  la  Oallssoniere  to  Goveriwr  Clinton. 

[New-York  Papon,  Hh.,  No.  84.] 
[TBANBLATED  FEOM  THE  FBENOH.] 

Quebec,  29  December,  1748. 

Sir 

I  have  answered  the  two  letters  you  wrote  me  on  the  ll'"  October  last,  O.  S. ;  one  by  M. 

Desligneris,  the  other  by  M""  Benjamin  Stoddert. 

It  is  unfortunate  for  those,  both  English  and  French,  whose  captivity  still  continues,  that  the 
Council  of  New-York  has  not  assented  to  the  propositions  1  had  made  for  their  prompt 
deliverance,  and  did  not  perceive  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  restore  the  English  so  long  as 
the  French  will  remain  in  the  hands  of  tbe  Indians.  The  frankness  and  confidence  I  have 
exhibited  in  sending  you  back  thirty-one  prisjners  by  M.  Desligneris,  merited,  it  seems  to  me, 
a  like  attention  on  the  part  of  your  government.  I  had  the  same  reasons  to  detain  them  as  the 
others,  as  I  could  not  have  other  securities  nor  better  hostages.  In  fine,  throughout  the  whole 
of  this  proceeding,  I  discover  neither  the  mildness  which  you  have  evinced  to  the  French 
prisoners  even  during  the  war,  nor  the  anxiety  so  natural  to  Englishmen  to  withdraw  their 
countrymen  from  their  disagreeable  situation  here.  Your  Council  did  not  even  entertain  the 
proposition  M.  Desligneris  submitted  to  you,  to  deliver  a  portion  of  the  French  to  him,  in 
exchange  for  whom  I  would  have  surrendered  some  English,  so  much  did  the  desire  of  gratifying 
the  Mohawks  prevail  in  that  body  over  what  was  due  to  its  own  countrymen. 

I  see  by  your  letter  and  the  Council's  answer,  which  has  been  communicated  to  M. 
Desligneris,  that  the  difficulty  proceeds  from  the  opinion  you  entertain  that  the  Mohawks  are 
subjects  of  Great  Britain.  But  even  that  opinion  condemns  you,  for  no  subjects  of  Great 
Britain  have  a  right  or  ought  to  desire  to  detain  the  French  prisoners,  when  oflered  the  ransom, 
or  the  equivalent  in  English  prisoners. 

For  my  part,  as  I  have  already  advised  you,  I  do  not  look  upon  the  Mohawks  as  subjects  of 
the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  their  independence  is  so  well  established,  that  assuredly  no 
educated  Englishman  can  gainsay  it. 

I  sent  you  the  copy  of  Article  XV.,  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  as  I  had  found  it  in  a  copy 
printed  at  the  Hague  chez  Adrien  Moetjens,  in  1734,  in  which  this  Treaty  is  in  Latin  only. 
Your  letter  has  caused  me  to  make  further  researches,  and  I  have  found  a  copy  of  the  same 
Treaty,  printed  at  Utrecht  chez  Cuill.  Van  der  Walter,  in  1713,  in  which  there  is  an  additional 
word  that  seems  favorable  to  your  pretensions,  as  you  will  perceive  by  the  copy  hereunto 
annexed.     But  I  pray  you  observe. 

First.  That  as  there  is  question  only  of  Five  Nations,  and  there  being  several  others  such  as 
the  Loujis  and  the  Moriiigans,  whom  the  Crown  of  England  wishes  to  regard  as  Subjects,  1  am 
not  obliged  to  count  the  Mohawks  among  the  Five  Nations  reserved. 

2''.  That  I  am  not  obliged  to  attach  more  confidence  to  the  copy  which  appears  favorable 
to  your  pretensions  than  to  the  other. 

S"".  That  neither  can  I  be  obliged  to  regulate  myself  entirely  according  to  the  Treaty  of 
Utrecht  until  I  know  to  what  extent  it  will  have  been  adhered  to  in  the  New  Treaty. 

4*^  That  neither  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  nor  any  other  similar  one  can  make  the  Iroquois 
subjects  of  Great  Britain.     They  claim  to  be  free,  as  they  have  declared  an  infinite  number  of 
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to  you.  Without  your  having  ever  at  empteTto  W  't'';"'':'  "'  ^ou.  and  often  in  opposition 
of  Utrecht  could  not.  then.legitimatel^su  t  them  'ovo?  ^JZ'  J''  P'-P'^tentiaries 
'"Is^orThe're'''""'  ""'  '°  "^^'''''^''  this  truth  ^  '^"^"'^  ^-"^  ^""^  ^«"  r««d 

existed"  neL'eT\s"tS"dJcislrL\t'VariTeLrT  '\'"'''  *'^  ^""''""^  ("•  «- 
prisoners;  we  can  agree  to  that  independcnroTall  oM     ^  ''''  ^'^'"'^  °^  «"••   "-^^P^^tive 

of  these  poor  captives  cannot  eitherTvor  olppose  o ^  '"''""'  P^^^^"^'°"«-     ^he  liberty 
that  which  stops  me.  and  were  the  Ca  adians  in  vo     '''''TV''''''  "-••^f«^e.  ^  is  not 
your  justice  and  humanity  to  send  you  baJ  h     En  T  71  '".'^'  '  '^°"'^'^«  «"«^^'-^'y  - 
many  reasons  and  too  many  pretexts  [o  detain  ti.r^^      '     "'  ''"  ^^°''^^'^«  ^""''^  fi"d  too 
great  regret,  do  otherwise  than  adte re  to  wha    I  r  T        ".'•     ^''''''"'''  ^ir.  I  cannot,  to  my 
the  Canadians  will  be  sent  to  Fort  St"  VeZ  ic  \^t^f  J^nT '  ^"'  '  '''''''  ^  «-"  - 
much  the  more  right  to  detain  them,  inasmuch  as  II  ^        1         "  '''  ''  ^'^^"^^  ^  ^^'^  «« 
of  the  Indians  and  at  a  heavy  expense;  17:'  u  t     t""  "'^T''  '"^  ^"  '^°'"  *"«  "ands 
the  French  who  are  with  the  Mohawk  .    h    E 1  i"     IT    71  '"'  "  ""^'^  '"^  y^-"  P"^  'or 
with  the  Indians;  and  it  is  to  be  appre       ded  ttt  if      ""'     'r*  °"^'''  '°  be  considered  still 
will  remember  the  small  amount  of  g'at  tu  ,e1  meei  with  r  ""  ""'  '''''''  "^  ^"^'^^^^-^ 

as  great  a  hurry  as  I  have  been  to  rede  m  the  F„  11  f  "^  ''°"  ''""""''  ^"'^  "*"  "°^  ^e  in 
at  the  solicitation  of  Mr.  Shirley,  who  hrassurtStv       T  "'-    ^"'  '  ""'''  '''"^  «^^«d 

do  as  much  in  his  government. 'a'nd  tL   he  d ZtedTotT^^^^^^^^  '"T'^  ''''  "«  ^^^'^ 

As  regards  the  Mohawks,  I  confess  I  am  astonished    hi  °."''  ^"'^''^  '^°"'''^""  'hereto, 

them  to  the  extent  of  obliging  a  goodly  runblr  of  .  ^"^  ^  ^""'  complaisance  towards 
there  are  some  above  the  common  rl.^Zt!  '  H  '"'  """'^  ""°'"'  ''  '«  -P-'ed. 
a  handful  of  those  Indians;  and  tha    y^  ^iTd^:^^^^^^^^ 

on  the  caprice  of  Mohawks.     They  are   vou^av  «  .         ''^  "'  Englishmen  dependent 

But  I  have  no  proof  of  their  being'e2r't  e  on'j  o^T  VJ  ""'t'  ^"^^'"  ''^  auxiliary  troops, 
up  to  this  time,  of  their  having  acceded  to   h  "■•     ^''"^  ^^''^  g'^«"  "o  evidence. 

ti.e  English  and  the  French  ;'"^.dtho:g:hrbrr";r  '' 'T'''"  ^'''''  ^^^  '^^^ 
"ot  y.eld  to  them  so  fhr  as  to  surrender'thr  prison  rs  to  ,h.  ""  !"  ''^  '^°"^'^«'-^'^'  '  "-«t 
"ot  even  do  so.  before  1  have  the  assura^c     oh  .'      '°'''  ^  ^""'^  '»'»«'  «"^  I  «"ght 

Nevertheless,  I  am  so  impatient  to  L  JZ;  TulZrV-^'  '"^  "'"  "^^'^'^^  ''^^  P--- 
that  1  have  already  sent  word  to  the  Mo  .^L't  ,  ov'd  fT, "'  "^  ^""'"^  "'"^  "'^  y-"' 
brought  back  to  n.e  without  exception,  I Z  d  t  loTt  M  "  ''""'^'  '"  ^"*^'^  ''-''«  ^^ 
tel    you.  that  were  it  not  for  the  insinu    ions  hose' of  o" '•^""'r  ""'  '''""'^^  ""^  '° 

e  ere  and  you  would  have  your  men  long  ag  People  h.v  ""]  ''''  ''"'""""^  ^«"'J 
Mohaw  s  that  it  was  useless  for  them  to  surre  der  o  r  ,r  "  '""  '"  ''^"^''  "'  ^'"""^  ^''« 
had  d.ed  in  prison  ;  previously  to  that  those    n  'I"  V7'«°"«'-«'  •""smuch  as  their  brethren 

you)  that  you  wou.d'oblige  t.feL  r^on?:;:  ';;?;:::"  f'^^  ^.7»-"^-"»  (-  i^  rrom 
-rs;  as  ,f  you  had  been  capable  of  supposing  tif  anv T  ^  ":^"\^''''°"^  ""•'■•  surrendering 
dup.  as  to  afford  a  like  advantage  to  a  n  ion  nnd  m  ^  '"  ""  ^"'''  """''^  ^«  ^''^^'^  « 
"-gn.lieantasthatoftheMohawL.  T  ese  ,  'll!,r"  r'"'"'"''  "'  '"''■'»  ""'-"•  - 
«'   a   time   when    we    had    here   more   tlV    .         r   'r;    "'''^^^  them 

Vot.  VI.  "''''  ^^'"'   '"^'^'-'"    ''"'gl'^i'    belonging   to    New-York   and 
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Massachusetts  for  one  Canadian  among  the  Mohawks.  The  annexed  list  will  afford  you  a  proof 
tliereof.  I  do  not  include  those  taken  at  sea,  of  whom  1  know  tliat  you  iiave  had  a  much  larger 
numher.  But  this  is  not  the  question,  at  present,  between  us.  We  are  speaking  only  of  those 
who  have  been  ransomed  from  the  Indians ;  scarcely  one  of  whom  but  has  cost  a  hundred  ecus. 
They  would  have  complained  with  a  very  bad  grace,  of  having  been  in  prison,  having  been  as 
well  lodged  as  they  could  be  in  the  barracks,  which  are  at  present  occupied  by  a  portion  of 
the  garrison;  they  might  have  had  more  freedom,  were  it  not  for  ti.e  facility  that  exists 
of  escaping  hence  to  New  England ;  which  is  not  the  same  at  New-York,  for  persons  to 
return  here. 

Secondly.  People  were  at  work  at  the  fortifications,  and  there  might  have  been  among  these 
prisoners,  persons  capable  of  carrying  you  the  plan  of  the  works. 

3\  War  parties  were  very  frequently  setting  out,  of  which  it  was  not  fitting  that  they  should 
have  any  knowledge. 

4"".  They  would  be  exposed  to  be  insulted  by  the  Indians. 

ii'^  They  themselves,  it  was,  who  very  urgently  entreated  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  Indian 
villages,  and  who  preferred  the  prison. 

The  reason  you  give  for  not  having  sent  back  the  Canadians  this  fall,  namely  that  the 
English  here  would  not  have  a  favorable  time  to  return,  will  afford  them  scarcely  any  consolation 
for  your  having  prolonged  their  imprisonment  six  months.  For  if,  on  the  reception  cf  my 
letter,  which  you  had  on  the  4"'  of  October,  you  had  sent  back  the  Frenchmen,  the  English 
would  have  been,  long  since,  at  home.  If,  however,  it  be  the  parsimoniousness  of  your  council 
that  prevented  the  -ansoming  of  the  Canadians,  it  is  very  ill-judged;  you  expend  considerable 
in  useless  joursiies,  nvA  the  longer  the  Indians  retain  their  prisoners,  the  more  attached  will 
they  become  to  them,  and  the  dearer  will  they  sell  tl.em  to  you. 

You  allow  nif  to  perceive  an  exception  of  which  the  Mohawks  might  possibly  take  advantage, 
that  is,  to  send  back  the  prisoners  on  the  supposition  that  they  wish  it.  This  may  apply  to 
persons  cf  a  mature  age,  but  cannot  be  applicable  to  the  children.  I  am  ashamed  of  always 
referring  to  m;  3elf,  but  I  have  this  spring  and  in  time  of  war  delivered  to  Mr.  Hawks,  one  of 
his  relatives,  to  the  great  regret  of  the  Indians  to  whom  he  belonged,  and  against  the  will 
of  the  child,  who,  it  is  true,  cost  a  high  price.  I  acted  iu  the  same  manner  towaras  some 
others. 

As  I  do  not  admit  the  sovereignty  of  the  crown  of  England  over  t'-'e  Iroquois,  !  have  no 
answer  to  return  to  what  you  write  me  on  that  head.  They  have  come  here  regularly  every 
year  for  forty-five  years,  and  though  I  might  wish  to  dissuade  them  from  it  (which  I  h-^ve  no 
desire  to  do)  I  would,  I  think,  find  a  dilficulty  in  effecting  it.  They  must  calculate  on  being 
always  welcome  so  long  a.  they  will  observe  the  treaties  which  exist  between  them  and  us, 
and  which  they  have  anur.  iy  renewed. 

Those  whom  we  here  call  Western  Tribes  being  at  a  great  distance  from  our  frontiers,  I  do 
not  well  understand  what  you  observe  to  me  respecting  them,  and,  besides,  the  Crown  of 
England  has  never  had  either  right  or  pretensions  to  intermeddle  in  what  was  occurring 
between  those  nations  and  us.  The  best  way  to  prevent  disorders  and  to  maintain,  among 
those  people  and  the  oilier  Indians,  the  peace  which  is  as  useful  to  you  as  to  us,  is  to  prevent 
the  English,  and  especially  the  Dutch,  going  to  trade  to  the  places  whereof  we  are,  from  all 
time  in  possession,  and  to  oblige  those  traders  to  withdraw,  who  on  the  occasion  of  the  v°:\r, 
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might  have  transgressei  the  ancient  boundariee.     This  is  whaf  T  «,nni^    i  -^     . 

r  tc/::r^' "  ■■ '-  -'  --  -  -"- »-'-«-  .:t:„;r  :;t;;,: 

,»    ,    Ca„,H  •  •'"•■"8"',"'»'>i«l'  I  «"■»-  •!.»■  the  difficulty  of  Lvering  fin.en  . 

orp^'rn:r^r:rrt,;:r-^ 

ThL.o  wn  ^y  *"  ""'*"■  '''*^'''-     I  was  not  satisfied  with  delivering  to  Mr 

Been  carneU  off,  he   .»y,,  ..nce   the  suspension   of  hos.ili'.le, ;  to  this  1  nnswer    tl„.  ,h! 
ll«rf„H    11  ,    r'      °""'«'"'''°  "»»  I"  """""""d  of  the  detachment  whieh  took 

:^.r,i„r xVoriraSr "-« -  "■•  °"-' » p"-«-  ^- «'  ^»"»«e. 

you,  lavor.,  that  you  respect  ,ny  r.co„,n,e„dati„„.     1  .hal:  have  the  lik     .tten,  on  t  i 
send  him  jack  with  ..Ir.  btoddert  to  try  and  abate  tile  dlBicullie,.    1  doubt  not  the  best  me»n. 

dT::;^:itM  7o,i:r';Tra;:;ri:d"':  ':irt "- '--'— --^ 
-inated.  The  season  has  bi'e ''.f:!':.:,:  tt;;irx::c:::teZira;'c:j 
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an  entire  month,  arrested  by  the  bad  weather,  though  I  had  given  them  their  answer  the  day 
after  their  arrival. 

I  am,  with  respect.  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  servant, 

La  Galirsoni£:rb. 

A  true  copy,  examined  and  compared  with  the  original. 

Peter  Db  Joncourt, 
Interpreter  of  the  French  language, 
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Mr.  Banyar  to  Lieutenant  Des  Ligneris. 


(Copy) 


[  NtwTork  PBpen,  Hh.,  No.  83.] 


Secretary's  Office  New  York, 

29""  March  1749. 


Sir. 

His  Excellency  has  received  Your  letter  of  the  ig*  Tnstant  in  answer  to  that  which  I  wrote 
to  you  on  the  l?*  of  the  same  Month,  and  hath  been  pleased  to  direct  me  to  acquaint  you,  that 
alth6  he  might  in  reason  expect  that  upon  the  Treaty  of  Peace  being  notified  to  the  Governour 
of  Canada  all  the  English  Prisoners  in  his  hands  must  be  released.  Yet  in  compassion  to  the 
prisoners,  and  to  remove  them  from  their  present  unhappy  situation  as  soon  as  possible,  his 
Excellency  is  unwilling  to  omit  or  neglect  any  means  in  his  power  that  may  be  conducive  to  a 
mutual  Exchange  of  Prisoners,  and  therefore  hath  ordered  me  to  make  the  following  Proposals. 

1"  That  His  Excellency  will  release  twelve  French  Prisoners  in  the  hands  of  our  Indians,  if 
the  Governour  of  Canada  will  on  his  part  set  liberty  the  five  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations  now 
in  Goal  at  Quebec,  and  all  the  English  Prisoners  both  Christians  and  Indians  that  are  now  in 
his  power. 

gnd'y  That  the  said  Prisoners  be  exchanged  at  or  near  Lake  St.  Sacrament. 

3""'  In  respect  to  the  other  F'rench  Prisoners  who  remain  in  Captivity  among  the  Indians, 
His  Excellency  will  facilitate  their  Redemption  in  like  manner  as  the  Governour  of  Canada  has 
promised  to  do  in  regard  to  the  English  in  captivity  among  the  French  Indians. 

These,  Sir,  I  am  to  signify  as  His  Excellency's  ultimate  Resolutions  and  that  His  Excellency 
will  expect  Your  answer  to  this  in  writing,  when  you  have  had  a  resonable  time  to  consider 
of  the  matters  proposed. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  most  Obed'  humble  Servant 
G.  Bantar, 
Deputy  Clerck  of  the  Council. 

A  true  Copy,  Exam"*  p' 

Gw.  Banyar,  D.  CI.  Con. 
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Lieutenant  Des  Lign&rU  to  Oavernar  Clinton. 

[  Now- York  Papen,  Uh.,  No.  it.  ] 
[TRANSLATED  FROM  THE  FRENCH. J 

Sir, 

It  was  only  this  moment  that  I  could  obtain  the  translation  of  the  letter  which  was  written 
to  me  yesterday  by  order  of  your  Excellency. 

The  Marquis  de  la  Galisonniere  did  not  set  at  liberty  all  the  English  prisoners  at  the  time 
he  was  informed  of  the  suspension  of  hostilities,  because  we  had  then,  among  he  Mohawk  a 
number  0  Frenchmen,  and  no  steps  had  been  taken  to  liberate  them  from  the^ lavery  n  wl  i'ch 
they  had  for  e.ghteen  months  been.  Nevertheless,  as  he  has  nothing  more  at  heart  than  To  ee 
an  end  pu  to  the  unhappy  lot  of  the  prisoners  on  the  one  part  and  on  the  other.  I  can  ass 
your  Excellency.  ,n  h.s  name,  that  if  you  surrender  to  me  all  the  French  prisc^ne  s   he  w  U 

iZlevLTlT  t  ''■'  ^"'"f  ^"'  ^"''""^'  ^" ''''  '^^''-  '^  y-  ''«'*-^  ^0  -  -  7 

hathewn   II'  tT  "^'^'  '""'  ""'"''^'■"^  ^"g'-^*^'   1^"^  there  is  no  probability 

that  he  W.11  release  any  Ind.an  prisoners,  so  long  as  there  will  be  any  of  our  French  among  the 
Mohawks,  who  would  trouble  themselves  but  little,  if  once  they  recovered  their  peopT.    ' 

In  my  opimon.b,r.  the  exchange  of  prisoners  could  be  made  more  easily  at  Fort  St.  Frederick 
at  which   place   more  accommodation  and  conveniences  could   be  found  than  at  Lake  St.' 

for  thTS  r«  "'.   T  """"^"i'  """'  '^"'  """'^  ""'  °^"g«'''  P-'^^P^'  t°  --t  -  >«"g  time 

Raoids  aid  P  T  Z"u-'  '""""'^ ''  '''''''  ^  '''"''  "^  P^°^'«'°-'  *"  consequence  of  the 
Rapids  and  Portages  which  intervene  between  Albany  and  that  place. 

thJ^'h^^'T"'"?  ^'■"'"if''  '°  '■''"""'"  '^'  ransoming  of  whatever  Frenchmen  remain  among 
the  Mohawks.     You  will  permit  to  answer  thereunto,  that  the  General  of  Canada.  ZZ 

French  who  ^"  "  °''°"  '^  '''"'="""  ^°  '"'"^  ''''  ''^'^  *"-  the  .mall  number'of  our 
French  who  yet  remain  among  the  Indians.  For  the  rest.  Sir.  if  your  Excellency  would 
approve  of  my  negotiating  with  the  Mohawks,  perhaps  I  might  induce  them  to    ur  fnde    a 

with  aluheX!l""7-^  TI'''  r"'  "'^'""  '''  ^^"^^"'^  '^  '^  «^"-"'-«  -uld  re    a 
w  th  all  the  English  in  his  hands.     And  if  I  had  the  honor  of  treating  vivd  voce  with  your 

Excellency,  matters  would  experience  less  difficulty  and  terminate  more  promptly. 

I  am,  with  the  most  profound  respect. 

Sir, 

Your  most  humble  and  most 

New-York.  lO-  April.  1749.  ^'''"^''"'  '''T'' 

Ueslionbris. 

A  true  copy,  examined  and  compared  with  the  original 

Pr.     Peter  db  Joncourt, 

Interpreter  of  the  French  language. 
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Lieutenant  Dea  Ligneris  to  Governor  Clinton. 

[  Now-Tork  Pap«rr,  Hh.,  No.  40.  J 
[TRANSLATED  FEOM  THE  FEKNOH.] 

Sir, 

Finding  no  interpreter  to  day,  I  take  tlie  liberty  to  write  to  your  Excellency  for  the  purpose 
of  submitting  a  new  proposition,  which  is  this :  As  Mr.  De  Johnson  withdrew  only  twelve  or 
thirteen  Frenchmen  from  the  hands  of  the  Mohawks,  and  you  were  not  willing  to  receive  alike 
number  of  English  in  exchange,  if  your  excellency  will  consent  to  deliver  these  Frenchmen  to 
rae,  ti.s  Marquis  de  la  Galissoniere  will  release  all  the  English  in  his  hands,  whatever  be  their 
number;  and  measures  will  be  afterwards  adopted  to  recover  whatever  prisoners  will  remain 
on  the  one  side  and  the  other.  This  will  always  be  so  many  unfortunate  people  extricated 
from  the  painful  situation  in  which  they  have  been  for  so  long  a  time,  and  an  approach  to 
the  liberation  of  the  others. 

Had  I  been  permitted  to  negotiate  with  the  Mohawks,  I  am  convinced  that  I  should  succeed 
in  what  I  would  propose  to  them,  which  could  not  fail  to  be  advantageous  to  both  sides,  and 
would  not  form  any  precedent.  Your  deputies  experienced  different  treatment  in  Canada ; 
they  spoke,  whenever  they  pleased,  to  our  Indians,  out  of  whose  hands  they  received  some 
Englishmen,  who  would  still  be  in  slavery,  had  not  the  privilege  been  granted  to  those  deputies 
which  is  denied  to  me  here. 

I  cannot  omit  assuring  your  Excellency  that  I  am  persuaded  that  the  General  of  Canada, 
after  all  the  useless  trouble  he  has  taken  to  put  an  end  to  this  affair,  will  quietly  await  the 
bringing  back  of  his  prisoners,  before  he  will  dispossess  himself  of  those  he  has  in  his  hands. 
If  the  proposal,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  to-day,  cannot  be  accepted,  I  pray 
your  Excellency  to  be  pleased  to  let  me  depart  for  Albany,  so  that  I  may  return  to  Canada  as 
soon  as  possible. 

I  am,  with  the  most  profound  respect,  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  servant 

New-York,  14th  April,  1749.  Des  Lioneris. 

A  true  copy,  examined  and  compared  with  the  original 

I'r.     Peteii  dk  Joncourt, 
Interpreter  of  the  French  language. 


(Copy.) 


8' 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Marquis  (le  la  Galissoniere. 

t  Now- York  rapcn,   Hh.,  No.  41] 

Fort  George  in  New  York,  April  a**  1749 


In  answer  to  Yours  of  the  29'''  of  December  last  by  M'  Ih's  Ligneries  I  must  observe  that  as 
w«'  an-  now  well  HHstirnl  that  a  ilelinitive  Treaty  of  pisice  is  coiidudiMl  between  the  t'rowiis 
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K  .u      J  ■  '  ""^  we  are  likewise  assured  that  by  this  T  pntr  a11  Pri»„„o™ 

ti.a.  .hough ,  had  »,„.d, « itlr  .rZh.  ^  :rpit:  r; ''"'°"' '° ''°°'  °''"" 

not  in  the  hand,  of  the  Indian,  and  who  IL  i  P"'™«"  »'''°  "«™  '"  ">y  power,  and 

Prisoner,  that  had  been  b,„„2  into  rlT  u    greater  number  than  all  the  English 

further  deliver  up  twelve  "f^  Tit    """  "!  "T'"""""'  "'  ""  """■  '  »»"" 

I  iTh    n   .    ,  °   1         '  °"™°'  '"  '""'"''  '■y  ""y  l^"*'!'!'  Unvernour.  ' 

A    the  Dmi.h  subjects  who  are  now  prisoner,  in  Canada  were  taken  bv  Parties  sent  out  hv 

i,,clude       ;Vt     ,y  rw,,SEKh::  ',T"""  '"  '""  "'•"  "'  ''■"•'-■  ""^  ""  •"™ 
all  Prisons.  u,r,l  1   .  "    '  * """'  P™"'i"»  anJ  •tipulates  to  set  at  liberty 

d  ub    th     Ki„:''°;  '.  '''""'"."•"  "•  '»  ""'"'"•'  "  '"'■"-'•'■  and  without  r.n.on,,  and  „"l 

p:»i?.^.:f;*,::e"i;r;ro';;;;;:,:7 "  "-'■"" "- -"  »^'^  "•-  •»  "••  »•"-;; 

prisoTe'rs'wh'oTe'  i'n"":"  0„/°"  """I  '  "",'  T  """  """"*  ""  '"'  I"'"""  '»  -  "■'  '"• 
nothing  c,r  bin     r  I  Zt^h,"      "    '■■''-")■•»'"■"'"  "-y  !-«  breach  or  In.linn.,  and 

...■  ur.^,  ..rit,;":;:; ;::::;:,  ;:r,z;  t:'::.,':;;';.  s::vi*",";;:, '-"'  t  •"•  -■■« 
'■'1— y  -•vern:ne:,;!;;riiL^;n„;v  :,rr.  r.-'-bttT^r  -''  r ;;' "-i' 

«ubi«'ct8  hnve  their  lihprtv  •  At  .i,„  .  "herty,  before  the  British 

vour  «..nge.,  and  the  .„„,.„.,„«  „,  u,i. i ,„u, ,.  ,„e  ,;';„i:h  N.:',:;,,  i:':,"';,; ',"„;;; 

'  Ar.  dumiuiuui.  —  Ku, 
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confident  Your  Master  will  not  justify  you.  The  reason  you  give  for  this  conduct  is  the  great 
Expence  you  have  been  at  in  redeeming  many  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Province  from  the 
Indians:  This  might  liave  some  weight  if  we  were  treating  for  an  Exchange  of  Prisoners 
during  the  continuance  of  a  War,  but  can  have  none  after  the  conclusion  of  a  Peace,  and 
after  it  is  stipulated  that  all  prisoners  on  both  sides  shall  be  set  at  liberty  without  Ransom  or 
other  condition. 

If  the  Indians  with  whom  these  unfortunate  people  are  prisoners  had  been  an  Independent 
people,  and  had  made  War  of  themselves,  indepently  of  you,  this  Offer  of  assistance  for  the 
redemption  of  the  prisoners  might  be  received  as  a  good  Office;  but  as  they  did  not  make  War 
of  themselves,  but  only  in  the  Service  and  pay  of  the  King  of  France,  and  under  the  command  of 
his  officers,  whatever  prisoners  they  take  (by  the  law  of  Nations)  must  be  looked  on  as  a 
Prisoner  of  War,  in  the  power  of  the  King  of  France,  and  consequently  are  included  in  the 
Treaty  of  Peace. 

Another  reason  which  You  give  for  detaining  the  British  Subjects  is  that  I  have  not  sent  a 
number  of  Canadians  to  Canada,  equal  to  the  number  of  Prisoners  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
Province  that  you  have  sent :  This  argumen  might  have  some  force  if  Canada  and  New  York 
were  independent  states,  but  as  the  one  is  subject  to  the  King  of  France,  and  the  other  to  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  when  the  Number  of  Prisoners  released  on  each  side  comes  to  be 
considered,  whether  they  be  of  New  York  or  Canada  is  of  no  more  consequence  than  whether 
they  be  of  Bristol  or  Bourdeaux. 

You  must  be  sensible  Sir  that  I  have  released  and  sent  to  the  French  Islands  and  to  Canada 
above  three  times  the  number  of  French  that  you  ever  had  in  Your  power  of  the  English,  and 
at  a  much  greater  expence  than  you  could  be  at,  in  taking  the  English  Prisoners  as  you  term 
it,  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Indians:  Bui  I  have  still  something  further  to  complain  of,  which 
is.  Your  refusing  to  set  at  liberty  those  who  were  laken  since  the  cessation  of  arms  took  place, 
under  the  pretence  that  it  was  not  then  known.  If  I  could  have  imagined  that  you  would 
have  made  use  of  such  Pretence  I  could  have  detained  seven  French  Ships  with  their  Crews 
and  Cargoes  who  were  taken  before  the  Cessation  of  Arms  was  known  by  the  Captors,  and 
brought  in  here  Your  Conduct  would  have  justified  me  in  detaining  them  as  Hostages  for  the 
Liberty  of  the  British  Subjects  in  Canada  and  they  would  have  been  a  sufficient  Security. 

You  may  see  with  what  mildness  and  candour  I  have  hitherto  acted,  and  I  hope  that  you  will 
not  give  precedents  that  may  hereafter  prove  prejudicial  to  the  Subjects  of  France. 

In  Your  letter  to  me  You  are  pleased  to  insinuate  that  Your  Successors  (if  the  War  should 
unluckily  kindle  again)  may  remember  the  little  acknowledgment  you  fmd  in  the  Council  of 
New  York  lor  Your  taking  the  English  so  speedily  out  of  Slavery.  The  Council  and  people 
of  New  York  have  given  such  proofs  of  their  humanity  by  the  Treatment  which  great  numbers  of 
Frent^h  Prisoners  have  received  in  this  (lovernrnent  beyond  what  the  F'-nglish  have  met  with 
in  any  of  the  French  Dominions  that  none  who  know  and  have  any  sense  of  gratitude  can 
remain  insensible  of  it.  and  if  the  Canadeans  should  not  at  any  time  hereafter  be  restrained  by 
n  sense  of  gratitude,  and  Humanity,  yet  I  doubt  not  the  great  disproportion  in  force  and  strength 
between  the  British  Ndrihfrn  Colonies  and  Canada  will  restriiin  tlum. 

1  am  truly  sorry,  S',  that  the  peace  between  the  two  .Nations  should  commence  in  this 
manner  between  you  and  me,  by  my  being  put  under  n  necessity  of  making  such  heavy 
complaints:  But  i  persuade  myself  ihnt  whatever  inducements  you  had  for  your  conduct 
before  you  was  assured  of  the  peac  ebeing  finaiy  concluded  yuu  will  now  heartily  join  with  me 
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punctual  compliance  with  my  desire  o'et"  nZTT"''  "'""  """"'  ""'  '^°"«  ^'"^-^  « 
or  exception,  and  I  confidentiV  expe  tlm  I%"  ;'^'^"""^"  'I  '""'^  "'"^''"'  '^>«'-<=''- 
that  you  will   not  delay  in  freeing  t^p' ^^7 

Situation  they  are  now  in  T  houWl  v  IT  '"  ^""^  ^«^«'-"™«"'  ^om  the  unhappy 
good  office  to\he  Subre  ts  of  ;  „t  i™  ni:  "  "'"'''f  ""  '^'^  P^^^^"'«^  ^^  '"  -ery 
if  you  had  not  restraiid  me  by  YouVpuZ,  cZr"'  :?"•""  '"'"  °^  ^^^^-^^  °^  "-' 
British  Subjects  which  I  think  injur  ous  to  the  hr  \"'^  '^""'^^^'""^  »«  'he  liberty  of  the 
to  .he  pacification  so  lately  madTbl rJeV  he  tZ  Crlls^^  ""iT  '^"'^"'  ""'  ^'"^'^^^'■^'"^^ 
that  you  have  entered  into  the  same  «;„M       T       .  '^''^  '"''"  '°  '"^"  ^•°'n  yo". 

opportunity  orshowingwitl:wh:t  regard  am!        "    '  ""'   '''' '  ™^^  '"^  ^"'^  °^  ^^^^ 

A  true  Copy.  Exam-  &  compar-  with  the  Draft  thereoflaid  before  the  Council  in  Nervl. 

!"■  Gw.  BAjfVAR,  D.  CI.  Con. 


Culonel  Johnson  to  Governor  Clinton. 

[  New- York  Papert,  m,.,  No.  44.  ] 

May  it  please  Your  Excellency 

that  I  realy  had  not  til  3  '  C  ^  s^r  I  '^  ''j  '^^T"  '^"'^"'^"^  ^°"^"^'^  ^'« 
«lifr.cul.y:imngi„able  I  could  accomp  i  h  Tl  ,    7    ."'  ''""  "  ^"'  ^"'^  ''"^  ^^''^'^^^ 

In«t.)  I  hlul  an  Express  sent  fc  me  .v\  /  "^  f"'"  ""^  '^'^  ^"^""^  (^''■*'-''  -"«  to- 
days at  „.y  house  wa  ir  y  It.  We!  T  °'  "T  '"'"  ^''*'^'"'"'  "'"^  "-«  '^en  two 
Their  Chief  business  a  ^ly  si  ":,''';",  T.^'''^^'  '"  «"  '^""'^  "-'•"-'  "-"• 
year,  as  is  customary,  hut  i:  ZJ  rds  T;  '^  "T'  ''  ^■''"«^'««  ""°  -«  ^'"^'^  '-' 
Governour.  who   assures    the      1      a  "  ,     that   ifM"       T"  T*'"  "''^""'^  '"^  ''''  ^'^''-•' 

FrenchI.risoners.whichthel„di  s^r  a  ;Lr^"^  "  7'^'""^  '""  '""^  "^  "- 
the  Indians  who  are  in  (ioal  to  th    a  im  ..    I.      ''"'/.■••^•''••"•"^"'  "'"t  then  he  will  deliver  up  all 

hy  an  old  Onondage  ^J^^l^^^'  c  T  ''T  '"  "  '""  ''''"''''^  "^  '"^  "'"- 
&  is  now  re,ur„e.l  charged  with  tJs         1    ,!      .^""     "  "'""  "'""  "'  ^'"'  "^■''  ^^''"'^"«' 

only  en.leavouring  all  i„  their  owr  to  hr  ,7'.  .  "''T""!  '"  '"*"  f"""'^  '''"'  ''"'  ^'^«"^''  "^« 
n>.-s  he  may  increase  his  i  t  It  .1  "it:  ;;.tr''"'«'"  ^""  ^""  '"'''''-  ^'"'^  "^  '""' 
further  when  he  gets  ,he,n  there,  as  h    all  ys    o  )','"  ''''^'''''''^  "'  -^^"f""»  »'-» 

l.iH  .i..ign.  as  I  a„.  sensible  his  «  ccedi  .;  i:  ifj!^.  d  ,.:;.":"  ""  "'^  ^""'^"^^""^^  '"  "--» 
i»  aware  of.     I  should  think  it  would  be  vryl'"!'"'  ll'"^^ 

Method  to  prevent  their  designs  or.,.  "*^''*;yK""'  ''  ^""r  Kxc-llency  could  fall  upon  any 
it  will  be  d!.r...l,  ,    ,  f   ;.rv     ''"'7'  ''^  «""'"^  ""■  ""'i"-  ""t  of  Iheir  hands  otherwise 

".ake  a  trial  lhe,„selves         h  v    ee       '"     '""  '      "«  """  "'"  '"^'^  ''^'«'""'^''  '"  ^'"-'"  '""i 

Vot.  VI.  ^  '"  ""  ""  ""'  "'^•^•''«^'  «''-  Kiving  us  up  so  many  prisoner, 

04 


506 


NEW-YORK  COLONIAL  MANUSCRIPTS. 


Iff 


for  that  end.  I  think  that  after  the  peace  is  proclaimed  they  will  retain  the  Indians  in  goal 
untill  they  get  every  prisoner  here  out  of  the  hands  of  our  Indians.  M'  Desligneries  told  n,e 
so  in  Albany,  which,  if  so,  would  be  a  very  wrong  and  cruel  thing.  I  must  acquaint  Your 
Excellency  that  the  Inclosed  Extract  of  Your  and  Governour  Shirley's  Letter  (in  the  mahcious 
manner  the  French  represented  it  to  some  of  the  five  Nations  who  were  there  last  fall)  has 
caused  a  great  deal  of  uneasiness  among  the  Indians,  telling  them  that  you  and  Governour 
Shirley  by  Your  letters  look'd  upon  them  as  Slaves,  or  Dogs,  to  the  English  &  several  other 
confounded  wicked  things  they  had  infused  into  the  Indians'  heads,  among  the  rest  begged  of 
them  to  be  watchfull  and  on  their  guard  that  the  English  were  determined  the  first  oppertunity 
to  destroy  them  all.  I  assure  Your  Excellency  I  had  hard  work  to  beat  these  (  &  several  other 
cursed  villainous  things  told  them  by  the  French )  out  of  their  heads,  &  make  them  easy. 
There  are  several  cannoes  of  goods  sent  already  to  the  five  nations,  by  the  French,  &  more 
expected  daily,  so  that  they  are  now  endeavouring  all  they  can  at  any  rate  to  gain  the 
Friendship  of  the  five  Nations,  in  which  I  hope  we  may  be  enabled  to  disappoint  them  one 
way  or  other.  Your  E  llency  desires  to  know  what  method  could  be  taken  to  lessen  the 
charge  of  keeping  the  French  Prisoners,  but  as  the  Indians  are  all  a  hunting  now  &  I  can  not 
know  their  Sentiments  at  present.  I  think  the  best  way  is  for  me  to  keep  them  nntill  they 
return,  then  shall  speak  to  them  on  that  head,  &  let  Your  Excellency  know  further.  I  can 
make  no  charge  of  their  maintainance  ere  they  go  away  from  me,  otherwise  it  would  be  making 

two  Accounts.  i 

1  can  not  help  reminding  Your  Excellency  of  the  necessity  there  is  of  sending  Arent  Stephens 
to  Oswego  as  soon  as  possible,  to  talk  with  those  Nations  of  foreign  In.lians,  who  so  often 
offered  us  their  assistance  this  war,  otherwise  they  will  imagine  we  despise  their  kind  off-erand 
in  all  probability  turn  to  the  French  who  would  embrace  such  an  Ofler  at  any  r.-rte.  If 
Stephens  should  go,  the  sooner  the  better,  otherwise  he  will  not  meet  them  there,  which  would 
be  n  great  Disapointment  and  loss,  in  this  case  it  would  be  requisite  to  send  some  Provisions 
and  Ammunition  to  give  them,  such  as  pork,  biscake,  powder,  lead,  shot,  flints,  pipes  and  tobacco, 
which  could  not  cost  very  much,  and  would  be  very  acceptable  to  them,  and  the  means  of 
drawing  great  numbers  to  our  interest.  If  Your  Excellency  agrees  to  it  &  only  gives  me  an 
order  I  shall  find  all  those  Articles  except  poik,  which  can  not  be  got  here,  ten  barrels  of 
which  would  be  sutlicient,  &  if  it  coul.i  be  sent  up  l.y  the  first  Sloop  then  I  would  send  them 
nil  immediately  to  Oswego.  1  assure  Your  Kxcellency  it  would  do  more  good  at  this 
Conjuncture  than  any  one  thin?  that  was  ever  done  yet  thai  way.  I  am  with  the  greatest 
respect  and  esteem  imaginable,  S' 

Mount  Johnson  Your  Excellency's  most  Obliged  humble  Serv« 

April  SS'"  1749  W-  Johnson. 


Oovetnor  Clinton  to  Colonel  Johnson. 

[Ntw-Tnrk  ripen,  Hli.,  N".  «..) 

Sir.  ,  , 

I  liave  Yours  of  the  ais"-  April  &  I  urn  well  pleased  witii  Your  dilligence  in  discovering  the 
Artifices  which  the  Gov'  of  Canada  uses  to  instill  Jealousies  into  the  heads  of  our  Indians  & 
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with  Your  getting  such  authentic  proof  of  it  bv  th^  nnVlnoi  „ 
the  Indians  to  deliver  to  you.     You  must  use  a  1th    ST,^  ^1"^"^  ■^'"'^  ^'"^  ^'^"'^  P^"^''*^''^ 
knowledge  of  the  Indian  lemper  wiirsule  t        !„'  t''"''  "'•'"'  '^°"''  P'"'^--  &  Your 
establishing  that  Confidence  which    h  yTul    J?  'T'n^  *'°^'  ^''^''''^^  &  ^^^ 

times  remained  their  firm  friends.  &  that  ZfouJ    "  "  ''"""  P^'^'^^^"  ^^'^  •^^^e  at  all 
knew  once,  their  declared  enemy   &  w,     o    y  cai!  e  1  Tr   "  ^'■^"^'  "^'^  ^^-'  ^'^^^ 

them.  &to  create  mistrusts  of  their  t  ueTriL        L T^^^^  "^ 

their  ruin.     You  must  likewise  let  tl    m  k  ow  tl  "^     -f'"  ""  '^'^''"''^'^  ''''  ''''"'  ^° 

King  of  Great  Britaia  cannot  in  any   el  be  Ton        7  "  '"^  '''"'  ^"''^''''  "^  ^"«  ^reat 
of  New  York  are  the  King's  SulZts  rthevTv       ,  \  ''"J"""  ^'"^^  '^"  '"^^  ^ov" 

Brethren  to  the  English  and  Child  en  of  tetrL   K        IT  ^t"''"''^'^^'^  ^'^^"'^^'^^  *«  ^e 
sense  &  meaning.     That  the  French  de    i vf  tl     ?'  '  "^"^  ^^'"'^  ''"^J'^^' '«  "^  ^^e  same 

word.     That  the  French  use  their  Artifice  to  n™  /  T'^"'  '"^  °''^''  --'^"<=tion  on  that 
the  King  of  areat  Britain's  C^llfiX  to  d'  h  ''"'""  '^  ^^"^  *''"*  ^^ey  are 

receive  by  the  peace  which  is  now  mad  '.         tha't  it  is  onl^on  tl"       l'^  ""T"''  '''''  '^'^  '° 
of  Canada  detains  their  Men  in  prison   ber.  «.  .,  fu^  J  P'"'""'"  "'^'^  "'«  Governour 

to  be  the  King  of  Great  BritainrChildrT  .    .  7^^  '"""'  '"  ""''  own  themselves 

Canada  that  tLy  are  the  K^g  of  S  at  Bdtt^s  C  lul  ""''1'  ^  '°'"^  ^"'^  ^'^^  «-'  "^ 
made  thus  detain  their  people  h,  nr^r,  .  '"'  '^'  '^""^  "«'  "'^•^'-  '^e  peace  is 

likewise  to  take  such  p  I    'I  thTrb     ^T''  '^  ""  '"^''^'  "'  '''  '^'^'-    '  ^  -« 

French  Prisoners  out  of  You  handswit  .out  r  '"  "'7°^"  °^  '"^^  ^"^'^"«  ^o  get  the 
had  of  Your  prudence  that  you  t.^rareve^iar;"''''  /  '"^'  ''  '"  Experience  I  have 
Maj-  Service.  I  send  up  ten  Barr  Is  of  Pork  ^  v  '"  '  T ""'^'"  '^  ^"'  '«  "^"^^  '"«••  His 
Stephens  to  Oswego,  to  be  giveZ  h  m  to  Ue  [.  " '"  ""''  '°  '^  ^"'^  "'^'>  ^ron 
You  have  mentioned  for  confling  hen  &  LI  ^'r^.^'-^S^^  ^'"'  «"eh  other  Goods  which 
to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  kltrus   til  ..'""'"  '"  ''''  "^^^^"^^^  '"  ''^-^  ^"''^^'ity 

proper  on  this  occasion.  B  incase  hevbnr  ?  ^":'  '"'"^"'"'^  ^^^°"  «"«"  ^^ink 
shall  get  thither,  he  must  not  stay  Tl    her.   .  1        ''"'«°  ^°""  "'^''^  ^^«»  Stephens 

the  arival  of  the  next  ship  ^m  E  Z         '„  ?,  '  ""T!  '  ""^  '^'^^'^  "^'^  '^  "■-  "^^er 

Aron  is  .hereyou  are  todfrectTim  tS";  th      ""  "'-«  I"^'''"  Nations  do  not  arive  while 
in  whose  pru-hMice  you  can  it      .e   '"It   .'Tf     ""'  """  '''^"""  "'"«'"'"«  '^^  Oswego, 
you  shall  send  for  their  co  d  c'^ t  .fs  Xir     I    "    ^  v'^^'"  ""'  ^'"  '"«''"^^'-«  -"^^^ 
New  York  ^  "'"'  ^"■'  Y""""  ^^--y  •'""'  SerV 

IS""  May  174a.  Georok  Clinton. 


Governor  Clinton^,  Ji,^^,^  ,,,  ,j,^  p^^.^^^^  ^^  NewYorh. 

[  Now. V»rk  I'iiwn,  lib.,  No.  «.  ] 

|.r.,.u|,al  1„„„,  ^„„  i„k,  ^„  ,j  i,  „„,,^,^  1^  „^^^^^,^^  ^^  ^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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of  Latitude  &  44  Deg'  west  from  London.  The  latitude  and  longitude  have  been  observed 
by  some  Gentlemen  in  this  place,  but  probably  not  with  the  greatest  accuracy  as  they  were 
not  furnished  with  the  best  Instruments  for  that  purpose.  The  French  in  Canada  join  on  this 
Province  to  the  Northward,  &  their  out  settlements  on  the  Lakes  to  the  Westward. 

This  Country  is  more  unequal  in  its  Soil  than  the  Provinces  to  the  Southward  there  being 
in  sev'  parts  large  Tracts  of  Mountainous  rocky  Lands,  but  in  other  places,  especiaiy  on  the 
Banks  of  the  Rivers  amost  fruitful  Soil  either  for  grain  or  pasture. 

S""  The  province  of  JNew  York  is  bounded  by  Hudson's  River  on  the  West  from  the  mouth  of 
the  said  River  to  the  latitude  of  41  Degrees  on  that  River,  and  then  by  a  line  running  from  thence 
to  the  latitude  of  40  Degrees  &  40  Minutes  on  Delaware  River,  Hudson's  River  and  the  aforesaid 
line  being  the  boundaries  between  this  Province  &  New  Jersey  from  41  Degrees  40  Minutes  of 
latitude  on  Delaware  to  the  beginning  of  tiie  43  Degrees,  or  to  42  Degrees  compleat.  On  the 
same  River  is  the  boundary  between  it  &  Pensylvania  &  from  42  Degrees  compleat  a  parallel 
of  Latitude  divides  it  from  Pensylvania  as  far  as  Pensylvania  extends,  or  to  the  claims  of  the 
French  of  Louisiana.  To  the  Westward  from  hence  &  to  the  Northward  no  Boundaries 
eetled  between  us  and  the  French,  &  most  probably  will  be  determined  by  occupancy  or  Force. 
To  the  Eastward  it  is  bounded  by  the  New  E-^gland  Governm"  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts 
Bay  and  Connecticut  to  the  sound  between  the  Main  and  Long  Island,  and  to  the  Southward 
it  is  bounded  by  the  Atliintick  Ocean  including  Long  Island.  The  Dividing  line  from  Hudson's 
River  to  Delaware  is  Disputed  by  the  Proprietors  of  the  Lands  on  each  side  of  it.  The 
occasion  of  the  Dispute,  so  far  as  I  understand  it,  arises  only  from  private  Interest  in  which 
his  Maj'  interest  is  little  concerned  any  farther  than  that  Justice  be  done :  the  Boundary 
between  this  Province  &  Pensylvania  is  not  ascertained  upon  the  land,  &  this  ought  to  be  done 
to  prevent  disputes  &  p:ncroachments  on  his  Majesty*s  Lands.  The  Boundary  between  this 
Province  &  New  Hampshire  &  Massachusetts  Bay  is  disputed,  &  it  is  thought  those  Provinces 
have  made  very  large  Encroachments  on  the  King's  lands  in  this  Province,  &  the  King  thereby 
deprived  of  a  very  large  share  of  his  Quit  Rents. 

The  Province  of  New  York  was  at  first  held  by  grant  to  the  Duke  of  York,  and  bounded  to 
the  Eastward  by  Connecticut  River,  but  the  Massachusetts  Bay  having  a  charter  previous  to  the 
Duke's  Grant,  which  Extended  without  limitatioii  'o  the  South  Seas,  the  much  greatest  part 
of  the  Province  of  New  York  came  under  their  claim  &  they  still  continue  to  claim  and  make 
settlements  many  miles  to  the  Eastward  of  Connecticut  River  within  the  Bounds  of  the 
Province  of  New  York,  &  the  Duke  of  York's  Grant.  The  Charter  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
was  vacated  and  Declared  Void  by  a  Decree  in  Chancery  in  Charles  the  Second's  time  &  thereby 
it  is  thought  the  Duke  of  York's  Grant  takes  place  to  its  full  Extent,  however  the  Colony  of 
Massachusetts  Bay  still  keeps  up  their  claim  by  virtue  of  their  new  charter  from  King  William, 
ns  the  Settlements  made  by  tlie  Massachusetts  Bay  to  the  Eastward  of  Connecticut  River 
would  yield  a  considerable  (Juit  Rent  at  the  usual  Rates.  This  matter  deserves  to  be  inquired 
into.  The  Boundary  between  this  Province  and  Connecticut  a^e  settled  by  agreement  between 
the  two  Colonies  with  King  William's  approbation. 

3"*.  The  Constitution  of  this  Government  is  founded  on  His  Maj*  Commission  &  Instructions 
to  his  Gov'.  But  the  Assembly  have  made  such  Encroachments  on  his  Maj>'  Prerogative  by 
their  having  the  power  of  the  purse  that  they  in  effect  assume  the  whole  executive  powers 
into  their  own  hands  &  particularly  claim  the  sole  right  of  Judging  of  and  rewarding  all  Services, 
as  well  by  fixing  Sallaries  on  the  Officers   annualy,  us  by  rewarding  particular   contingent 
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l"n::L,TZXl'^^^^^^^^^  T.  ^"  ''^  ^^P-«  -^  ^-o"a'«  which  I  have 

4«.  6.-  6""  7-  &11    aI!'^   f  ;      r"^'P"'  ^'^"'^"'•y  "'■  S'^*«  «»  thia  Subject. 

Maj.  Colonies  wirja^v  rdirLH      ^     .     "  T'  '=«"«"''--'^'«  Trade  for  furs  of  any  of  His 
scituated  for  this  tloVJy^^^^^^^^^^  ^'''l  ^-^'  ^  ^  '^^  ™ost  advantagiously 

consequence  to  the  British  Trade  I  „  '"'  *  "'  ^  ''^'"'^  '^^'  ""^"er  to  be  of  great 

for  th'eir  Information  o     this  head    7„7''^^""^  ^^^'^-'^  to  be  laid  before  their  Lordfhips 

Papers  &  Memorials  sent  while  Al' Burnet  1^7  1'7  I  """  "'"  """  ^°^'^«'^'P«  *°  »'- 
trade  was  more  particularly  enqu!!^edi„7o  "'  '"'^  P'^"'  ^*  "'^''^'^  ^''^^  ''^  '^'^^- 


Mules 

White  under 

16  yeart 


Males 
White  16 
&  undr  60 


Males 

White 

above  60 


Feinnles 

White 

under  16 


Feniftlea 

White 

10  A  upwards 


Total 
Number 


Males 

Black 

under  16 


Males 
Black  18 
it  undr  60 


Males 

black 

60  it  upr-ards 


leninlos 

hi.  ;k 

undtr  16 


Females 

Black 

16  <t  upwards 


Total 
Number. 


^  Total  Number  of  Whites  and  Blacks. 

carl^nl^s'in't"  rhJ:tbe:s?f^^:'^"r^^  ''  '''"'''''  °^  ""'  ^---  «^  'he 
Service  it  is  performed  wi  h  rdc  ncv  &  is  tt  "!l  "  '"  '^"'"^  '^"^^  ""^  ^^^  ^^  '^^- 
otherwise  than  out  of  his  ol  pocket  ^"''"  "^  ''''  ^"''  *°  ''""'^^  '^'"^ 

of  Vines^:  ct'ofV;L;:xVit"L;v  t^"  '";"""'r^  ^  '''''^  ^-^  ^-^-^  ^-  ^-p---^ 

Assembly  inculcated  a^on;  he  eV^  th't  t^  Ki:/h  ?•""  'l  ^"^""^  ^"^  ^^^^^  "^  '^« 
by  the  force  of  the  Acts  of  Assembh  nl,  ?      1     n^  '"'  """'°"'y  °^'"  "'«  ^^''^t^^  only 

private  Men  seem  to  reXX^^E;:  ^^;Vi;r""  "^  V  ^''^^ '"''"'°"  '"'^  ^'^^'^^  ^ 
strikes  at  an  undoubted  prerogative  of  t^  r  '''  ^""''  '^"''^^'^P'^  ««e„tion  as  it 

13-.   A   Fort  here   at  TlW    s       '    ?r"""^^"^"^^'°''^'''"S'^'-«^^^^ 
garrison'd  by  the      dep  nd        C^rn^     ""^  "'  """'^^'^  ""  '"  *'«    Mohawk's  Country,  all 

besides  seveL  Block  Zst^^^ToTr;;:    ^^iJ  i^  time'^of  w'^T'  '''  '"'""""«  ''^^ 
the  Indians  as  well  as  the  Northern  VrS,       r  ^  ^^''"'  '"  P^'^'^t  and  preserve 

be  done  otherwise.-  ™""'"  ^^''"'  ^"^""'°»«  "^  the  Enemy  which  could  not 

Indit  iZ;:. "'"  '°  ''  '^'^'""''^'  '  "™  P-P-'"^  -  -"^  to  Your  Lordships  of  the  State  of 
IS'"  The  same. 

Jt*  cZda't  z';:;:  civ;:;;  "?',".^° :";'• "" «'  »"»--^  "r  n-  "  fo"o»ing. 

n,.l  i,  ..rr.,,.  ,|,i,  l  JJ,  „  °  .f,,     ^         '■■"/"■"    "'"  ■"  "y  ■"  "'«  Neighbouring  CoI„„i,.. 

'  <»i<i.  Kflfect.  —  Ed, 
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12000  Men  in  Canada  able  to  bear  Arms,  a  Force  no  way  to  be  compared  to  the  Force  of  the 
Korthern  Colonies,  but  notwithstanding  of  this  they  have  by  their  form  of  Government  a 
surprising  superiority  over  the  British  Colonies,  especialy  in  the  time  of  War,  while  the  sev 
Colonies  act  as  seperate  &  Independent  States  pursuing  seperate  &  private  Views  of  Interest 
often  in  opposition  to  each  other ;  But  more  especialy  by  the  weakness  of  the  Administration 
in  the  sev'  Governments  which  gives  Encouragement  to  Factious  and  Designing  Men  to  pursue 
Ambitious  Views  or  private  Interests  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  publick  Service.  It  is  from  this 
chiefly  that  so  little  has  been  done  this  last  war,  whereas  if  the  power  of  the  British  Colonys 
in  men  &  mony  had  been  properly  employed  it  had  been  Sufficient  to  have  ruined  the  French 
Colony  of  Canada  without  any  other  assistance  from  Great  Britain  but  that  of  Artillery,  Arms 
&  Amunition  &  a  squadron  of  ships  to  prevent  Relief  from  France. 

18""  At  a  common  Computation  ,£2400  :  &  is  appropriated  by  Acts  of  Assembly  for  support 
of  Government  &  other  Contingent  Charges. 

19""  The  usual  ordinary  allowance  for  the  support  of  Government  is  this  year  by  Act 
of  Assembly  ^'3663.  15.  9  Currency,  but  as  there  has  been  War  with  Spain  and  France, 
&  of  late  wiih  ^>oth  Kingdoms  it  is  impossible  to  make  any  correct  calculations  of  the 
Extraordinary  Expeuces. 

20""  Mine,  the  Collector's  &  Secretary's  Commissions  are  from  home,  but  all  other  Officers, 
Civil  and  Military  are  appointed  by  me,  by  his  Maj"  Authority  to  me  given  for  that  purpose. 
Except  the  Treasurer  of  the  Province  who  is  nominated  &  appointed  by  the  Assembly,  & 
entirely  under  their  Inspection,  which  has  a  great  Influence  over  the  Affairs  of  Government. 

G.  Clinton. 

New  York.  23  May  1749. 


New  York  in  America. 
An  Excerpt  o^/oUowcth, 

The  Referred  Queries  from  the  Lords  of  Trade  and  Plantations;  And  the 
required  Answer  from  the  Books  of  Reports  and  Entries  in  the  Custom 
House  at  it's  port  by  Direction  of  the  Gov'  of  this  His  Majesty's  Province. 

Q'*  What  is  the  Trade  of  the  Province,  the  number  of  Shiping,  their  Tonage  &  the  number 
of  seafaring  Men,  with  the  respective  Increase  or  Diminution  within  ten  Years  past?  What 
Quantity  and  Sorts  of  British  Manufactures  do  the  Inhabitants  annualy  tJike  from  hence? 
What  trade  has  the  Province  with  any  Foreign  Plantations  or  any  part  of  Europe  besides 
Great  Britain  ?  How  is  that  trade  carryed  on  ?  What  Commodities  do  the  people  send  to  or 
receive  from  Foreign  Plantations?  What  Methods  are  there  used  to  prevent  illegal  trade  & 
are  the  same  Effectual  ? 

Ans'  The  Inward  Trading  in  General  is  from  Great  Britain,  European  Goods,  &  those  India 
with  silk  Manufactures  chiefly.  From  Ireland  Linnen  &  Canvas  Manufacturies  certified  duly. 
From  British  Colonies,  enumerated  Commodities,  Piemento,  Sulphur,  Straw  Plating,  Lime 
juice,  Coffee  growth  thereof,  Hides,  Deer  Skins,  Conch  Shells,  Mohogonie,  Plank,  Ebonie, 
&  Negros.  From  Europe  and  Africa,  besides  from  English  Foreign  Settlements  in  America, 
Salt.  From  the  African  Coast  within  the  proper  limits  Directed,  Negros  now  less  than  formerly. 
From  Madeir  &  Canarie  Islands  the  growth  thereof.  F>-om  the  Northern  and  Southern  parts 
of  this  Contiii'  nt,  Fish,  Oil,  Bluber,  Wiiale  Fins,  Turpentine  Oil,  Seal  Skins,  Hops,  Cyder, 
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Flax,  Bricks,  Cole,  Lamp  Black,  certain  wrought  Iron- Tin  &  Rrn,i  t  ■ 

Carnages  and  Chairs.     From  Plantitiona  n,.       a     T    J  Brasiery,  Joinery,  various 

Rum  in  no  great  quantitys,    "ce  the  A     imp    in""  l!!  m"  ''^'  ""'T'"''"'  '^°'«««««'  «"«-  ^ 
Logwood   &  other  Dying  wood     Indt^  CoT^   m  .^'^^^'^^  ^^ereon,  Lign.  Vit»,  Drugs. 
Outward  is  to  London  Ld  it's  Outposts  thekt        ''""^f«"°"  ^ooi.  Snuff  fcc-  And  the 
and  other  the  enumerated  S^ec-^s  with  ihe  W    7  ""'  'f'""'  ""'''''  ^'"^«'  ^«PP"  -«•  ^-s 
Iron,  Oil,  Spermaceti,  Whafe  F    7   ^  i    ?!  'l^P7?f  ^^7^"  ^--"^''«  ^ares.  Plantation 
Planks.  Reeds  &  Drugs.     To  Ir   aid  Fl  x  S    d   n""     '  «'''"'  ''''''''''  ''^•^°S^"y'  *  Walnut 
To  SeVPar.  in  Europe,  Grain    mdfs,"DfeT^^E,rSkr' o"^S  '"''f''"  ^  ''''''' 
Logwood,  Cocoa  Nutts  &c«  And  Foreign  ProdurP  ^r       i.  \?         ■""''  ^^"^P«"'«.  I"dico. 
Anato.  Elephant's  Teeth.  Beewax   Lelther  tr    r    ^^^.^■•'/'"••^"ver  Argent  Vivum,  Coffee. 
Prise  Effects  hitherto  b    ught  and  in  th    V L  Ad    "?.  ^^«"^-««;,"l«>  Wines  and  other  Goous  as 
upon  proper  certifying.     To  ie  ra  &  tl   1^ 's' P  '        !;*'  "T  "'  ^'^^"'^^^^  ^'^J"'^'-*^^ 
Staves.     To  English  Districts  No  tT  and  S^.  th    ^  u"  p"    •  °''"  '^"""°"^'  ^'^^  ^ax  and 
Chocolate.  Lumber  European  and  llrG„„r^.u    '"'  ^°"""'"*  *  ^est  Indies,  Provisions. 
Acts,  and  such  other  ImpoTed  htefo   conv  \        "  '^""'"^''^t^^  '»  ^he  Plantation  Trade 

Suronhaim,  &  Saint  TlZas     ^o    sio     7"?    7x"'^"'"'^ '^^ 

their  Provender.  All  whicrar^  pa  ieuhr  L  ;  Tv! '^°""  ^''''  ^  "'''''  "^«  ^'-^^  -ith 
Lists  of  Vessells :  the  due  t  aZ  in  ':  "  '?  ""^  ^^^^^'^^y^  -d  Qualitys  in  the  .Quarterly 
Customs  from  the  Office!  hereT  the"  h        "  '""°""  *'^  Commissioners  of  thl 

ti^e  Increase  or  l^ir.^rZ!:::^^^S::r'^^^;  '''  ""''''''  ''''''''''  ^'^  ^'^   ' 
thus  considerate,  that  the  first  is  .nJZhT         !,  '  ^'^'''^'''^  "P°»  comparing  which  ifl  be 

present  belong  hire,  the  N^:!  re^  fisT/r  trto:"'""  "^^  '"  '''  ''''^'"^'  ^''''  ^' 
122S  men  of  Sea  Employ,  and  for  the  prev  t  'e  m  ./j  ^^  '^'T'  ''''  ""  ""''''''''  "'^'^ 
prescribed  in  the  principal  Laws  -md  an  1  v  n    7  f  .        '"'  happening  iilicite  here,  such 

thereto  ;  so  that  upon  any  B^ach  IrelL  ""^  ^'^'r'^  '°  "''''  *'^«  «^'"«  ^  ^-^rary 

issued  again.t  the'like  i'  the  vte Td,,^^^^^^  ''''.'  '^  '""^  ""'P^'^^  «'«cers.  process  is 

.  ^thate^ff^r  s;::.^:r::;r :;:  rr '-  ^'^^  -^^^ "-  ^^  --^  -- 

necessaries  of  cloathing  &e      Th      fo;   [h    I     T  "'  ^«  «"PP'y  ^'-^^e'ves  somewhat  with 

Linseed  &  mil'd  into  Oil.  Hats       de  of  bit  ^  ^  T"  "'  '''"'^"•^°"'«'  '''^ve   been    raised 

from  ^^chae■mas  ^^so:^:\:::t:i^7J:;  ^tt:::^  ^-"'^''^^  ^^  ^^-^- 

baking  &  ,ts  refining  in  order  to  consumntion  U.l       ,  •"''  '^°'"  "'"^^«''"  Y^^"-  Sugar 

the  Continent  &  the  West  In  as  ZCu  ip'f  r  ""''T'^'""  '"^  "^^  '''''  Districts  on 
that  rum  and  other  Spirits  n.ay  tl  '  /S  tiihi?  'n  '•  ^"'  ^-^''"S  «- f-"--  latterly 
Lead  &  Iron  Ores;  th     Manufhctu    "of  wh  h    ^        '"  ""^  ""'^  ^'""^'"'^'^  "«  ^I'"-  of 

raised;  And  that  besides  th  r    are^Gr'ro    a  1  t  '^^  "'  '''''  ''''"'''''  "^-''-  ^emp 

quantity  out  of  soil  natunly  n  odtct  ie  1'  t  u  !  "/  '^^^^^-^-^  -*'"  Tobacco,  a  smafl 
Western  and  Easte...  Parts  of  Zs  clin.n  V  '  '"'  -.^  '"^''  ""»^'-  ^^""^'''  '>-"  the 
as  to  ascertain  the  I'rices  of  annua  F  r"  ,  T'"'  "n  ^  "''"''''  '^'^"""^  ""  '^-tinguished 
-portings;becausethe:rcurrentvL::CC:^^^^^^^^ 

New  York  23-  May  1749.  G.  Cli.nton. 
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Colonel  Johnson  to  Oovernor  Clinton. 

[Now  York  (B.  T.)  XXYIIL,  II h.,  40.] 

May  it  please  Your  ExcelU. 

Yours  of  the  19""  of  May  I  am  now  honoured  with  and  am  ver,"  glad  to  find  thereby,  that 
what  I  have  done  and  recommended  concerning  Indian  Affairs,  seems  agreeable  to  Your 
Excelly.  I  shall  send  Arent  Stephens  up  among  the  Indians  immediately  to  give  the  Five 
Nations  an  account  of  the  Peace,  vsrhich  requires  a  good  deal  of  Ceremony  in  their  way ;  then 
he  is  to  condole  (in  Your  Excell>'  name)  the  death  of  two  old  Sachims,  one  an  Onondaga  the 
other  an  Oneida,  and  appoint  two  others  of  the  best,  in  their  room.  This  ceremony  is  also 
attended  with  a  great  deal  of  form ;  it  was  always  neglected  in  the  late  Commibs"  time,  which 
gave  the  French  an  opportunity  of  doing  it,  &  appointing  such  in  their  room  as  would  dj 
every  thing  for  their  interest.  Wherefore  I  shall  put  a  stop  to  that  now.  After  the  two 
aforementioned  Articles  ar'  settled,  the  Interpreter  shall  proceed  immediately  to  Osv  ego,  with 
proper  instructions  how  to  manage  with  the  foreign  Indians  and  dispose  of  the  Present,  and 
when  he  returns,  shall  give  Your  Excels  an  account  of  the  whole.  I  must  tell  your  Excels  I 
am  at  a  very  great  loss  how  to  mana,T;e  concerning  the  French  yet  in  my  hands.  These  are 
what  I  have  been  obliged  to  purchase  out  of  y  hands  of  the  Indians ;  they  knowing  it  is  peace 
now,  plague  me  every  hour  to  go  home,  &  are  vastly  uneasy,  so  that  I  have  hard  work  to  keep 
them,  and  on  the  other  hand  should  they  be  given  up  or  sunt  home,  e'er  we  get  the  Indians,  it 
will  occasion  a  great  jealousy;  so  that  I  should  be  glad  to  know  what  I  must  do  with  them. 
I  have  got  a  girl  last  week  from  Moses,  so  that  now  I  have  thirteen  prisoners  in  all  at  my 
house.  As  soon  as  the  Mohawks  and  Conojoharie  Indians  returned  from  hunting,  they  all 
came  in  a  body  to  my  house,  to  know  what  news  there  was  in  their  absence,  also  to  know 
how  your  Excelk  managed  that  affair  with  the  French  party  aboiu  the  exchange  of  prisoners; 
whi^h  I  acquainted  them  of  in  such  manner  as  left  them  no  reason  to  blame  your  ExcellJ" 
conduci  therein.  However  they  are  (as  you  may  judge  Sir)  vastly  uneasy  at  their  brethr<^n 
being  so  long  confined  there,  after  delivering  up  so  many  of  their  prisoners  f'' •  leir 
releasement.  After  I  told  all  the  news  I  had  which  was  proper  to  be  coi;vu  mi'-nf  .^  co  them, 
they  began  and  told  me  theirs,  which  was  in  short,  tliat  they  had  met  with  several  of  the 
Coghnawagees  in  the  woods  as  they  hunted,  who  at  first  were  affraid  to  approach  the  Mohawks  ; 
at  length  a  Coghnawagee  Sachim  ven..ired  to  one  of  their  houses  and  told  the  Mohawk  lliat  it 
was  now  pe^ce,  and  hoped  that  they  the  }.!oti^wks  wouidjorgive  what  was  past,  and  live  for 
the  future  in  friendship.  With  that  they  gave  a  Belt  of  Wampum,  adding  that  in  a  short  time 
they  might  expect  the  Chiefs  of  Coghnawagee  at  their  Castles,  to  make  up  the  breach  between 
them  and  was[h]  away  the  blood  of  all  the  slain,  in  a  more  ample  manner.  In  the  next  place 
they  told  the  Mohawks  they  had  a  message  from  the  Sachim  Nichas  &'  who  are  in  goal, 
the  purport  of  which  was,  that  for  these  two  years  past  they  di^.  not  much  regard  their 
confinem'  seeing  their  brethren  the  English  shared  the  like  fate  with  them,  &  were  in 
hopes  of  being  released  as  soon  as  they  were ;  but  now  seeing  that  most  of  the  English  were 
sent  back  again,  and  not  finding  any  hopes  of  their  brother  the  Governour  or  me,  getting  them 
out  captivity,  they  now  at  last  send  a  message  with  a  large  Belt  of  Wampum  to  all  the 
Sachims,  entreating  them  to  pitty  them  and  send  only  three  French  prisoners  with  half  a 
dozen  of  the  Mohawks  to  Canada,  and  that  will  immediately  procure  them  their  liberty,  as  the 
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Gov'  of  Canada  has  assured  them.     These  two  .rf  i  ..  ^^^ 

The  Mohawks  answered  them  thus   b  t   t  „l.r  '  "'"'"  ""  '''''  ^"«  o^ '""ch  moment, 

importance  in  the  woods,  more  veth^levh  da"?  ^"'''V''  '"^^  "''""'  ""^  "«-^  of 
and  opinion  they  could  do  nothing  of   ha    ki      """"rl  ''  »>«•"«'  -''"out  whose  advice 

movinpr,  that  your  Exceilr  may  well  iud^P  i  r.'  J'  '""''"^^  °'  '^^'^  ^"^  «°  plausable  and 
find  a  way  to  prevent  the  IndTanrJlii"  to  Ca  T"  ^  T'  '"'  ''  ^^"'^'^  «"'^  ^"-ght  to 
their  people.  Nevertheless  I  put  as  op  o  ftZ  7  ,  f "'  P"^°"^"'  ''''•  ^''^  ^^^^P 'o"  of 
back  along  with  the  English  Captive  Uw  lb  '  "'"'^/^V'  ''^^  ^'"^  '"^'""^)  "«  "«'  -"* 
a  tryal.  being  a  thing  so^.ry  naC.  '  nT  L  ,  Tar^e  t'h  '°"''r  '7.  '''"'  ^^"'"  ^"^'"^ 
have  a  poor  opinion  of  us,  to  say  no  worse  of  it   ,ht         .  u'  "  '^""''^  ""'"'^  '''«  '"'"«"« 

leave  them  in  the  lurch  at  last ;  whlll  heart! it  ""'  ^""«  ''''"'  '°  J'''"  "«  '"  ^''«  ^ar,  & 

I  know  what  to  do  with  the  Fre"       ij '„  fe^  '  tirt.r'V^'V''  ^'^  ^^'^  "°--     '^'^^  -«"" 
"o-Pingofthemwe,,.withoutco.nU:::::^^^ 
Mount  Johnson  Your  Excell^'  ^»'' ^"^ 

May  the  SC*  1749.  "'°^t  "hed«  Serv' 

A  true  Copy  W"  Johnson. 

Ot'  Clinton. 


/^ 


aemor  Clinton  ;j  the  I>uJce  of  Bedford. 


(Duplicate)  ^^*^-^°'>  »pm.(i.i\o.)ix.,u.\ 

My  Lord  Dukr  Fort  George  SS*  June  1749 

Ai;::^t^rj:h:^-^.i:;;:;:':::::s::;r  f  ^-^r/  ^'^--  ^--'^  -• 

carry  on   their  malicious    en  .U  .en^  o  ■        7  .'"''  "'*^  '^^*'''°"  '"  °PP°«'"°"  »«  '"«• 

brother)  I  am  well  assured  has  in  „  ""  ^'  '^""^^'^  ^^'^''^^  •^"«'''^«  »«  J^nncey's 

injurious  to  my  el 'a^  t::?nr:  tl  aTieTtr^^r^'^r'  "'"^^'^  '"  '«™^  ^  •^^--.  «"' 
he  did  at  the  time  mentioned  in  1  ,  T'.'' ""'^  '''^'^'°"  '"  ^his  Governn,.  as 
Violent  overbearing  tet  f  e  ef  J  Jt"  "d  T  '"•  f "'  '""  '''^'''  ''  ''^  ""^--  "»^ 
deterrs  all  people  of  this  proi         th    "o^l^^^^^^^^  others  of  the  same  family  so  far 

flngitiousness  of  this  action  produrj  the  "id  ".".";"""  '"""  '"  "•''••''"«'^'  ^"'  ^^e 

inform  Your  Grace,  that  upon'att ler      ami"  tiT  f"  'h  ""  '"''''^"     '  """«'  '"'--« 

De  Lancey  retained  the  perfect  u  e    ?!!    1  f         ""'""'''  *'  ^'"'  "PP^"^'  that  Oliver 

was  so  much  overcome 'wi   .i"  t7o.;n'  T''' ^^  ''''''   '"'  ''^'  ^'  ^»"-' 

staggering.and.hatthepositiono     hel  „    r    1"      -"^  """"'^'"^  "^  "'''^  -•••-"* 
done  by  a  stab  alter  D'  Colhun  was  dowf    if  ,""  "'''  """^  '''''  ''  '""«^ ''-«  "^-n 

the  principal  evidence  likewi      lo  ulT  a       ,     oU       '"'  '"""""^"'  ""' ''  ^'"'"  •^°^"«°" 
Cummins  and  Woolaston  are  go  eT^' otin  '''"";'''''''""' '"  the  Tavern  (except 

Colhoun  n,ay  recover  of  his  wou^d   I  ^T"""'     ^'  ''"""  *'"•*'  "°^  ''OP^"  that  D' 

Vox,.  V  1!  """'•  '  ^^";i^^'*-"^  '"  ''"^«  ^"ver  De  Lancey  prosecuted  for  the 
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words  spoken  by  him  in  the  Tavern,  but  I  find  every  Lawyer  in  the  place,  unwilling  and  afraid 
to  appear  for  the  King  against  the  Chief  Justices  brother. 

I  must  beg  leave  further  to  inform  Your  Grace  that  M'  Bradley  His  Maj'^'  Attorney  General  for 
this  province  has  been  for  many  years  confined  to  his  house,  by  sickness  and  old  age,  and  is 
besides  a  man  of  so  little  knowledge  and  understanding,  that  he  is  by  no  means  capable  of 
discharging  the  dutys  of  that  Station,  but  employs  some  of  the  lower  practicers  of  the  Law  to 
carry  on  the  ordinary  business  of  the  Office. 

The  want  of  a  proper  person  in  that  station  has  been  extreamly  prejudicial  to  His  Majestys 
service  here,  has  in  great  measure  brought  the  Royal  authority  into  contempt,  and  encouraged 
a  faction  headed  by  the  Chief  Justice  to  treat  me,  and  almost  every  Officer  of  the  Govern*  with 
the  greatest  slights,  and  not  only  so  but  I  am  laid  under  great  difficulties  whenever  His  Maj'J" 
service  requires  the  Assistance  of  a  Lawyer,  which  in  the  Administration  of  Govern'  must 
frequently  happen.  These  things  have  and  1  expect  will  greatly  distress  me  in  the  execution 
of  the  trust  His  Maj"'  has  placed  in  me. 

I  have  prevailed  on  M'  William  Smith  not  only  to  be  concerned  for  the  King  against  Oliver 
De  Lancey,  in  the  case  above  mentioned,  but  to  accept  of  the  Attourney  General's  Office,  if  His 
Maj"  shall  think  fit  to  appoint  him  to  that  Office.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  great  abilities  and 
extensive  knowledge  in  the  law,  has  been  long  at  the  Bar  in  this,  and  the  neighbouring  province, 
is  a  very  eminent  speaker,  has  maintained  an  untainted  character  and  is  highly  worthy  of  that 
trust.  I  do  therefore  humbly  recommend  him  to  Your  Grace  to  be  appointed  Attourney  Gen"  of 
this  province,  in  the  room  of  M'  Bradley  and  that  the  Salary  usually  allowed  to  that  Officer, 
may  be  continued  to  him,  and  do  assure  Your  Grace,  that  I  think  his  appointment  will  be 
extreamly  servicable  to  the  King's  affiiirs  here,  and  be  a  great  means  of  rendering  my  future 
Administration  easy  to  myself  and  useful  to  the  people  committed  to  my  care. 

As  M'  Bradley  is  now  old  and  has  a  numerous  family,  I  must  recommend  him  to  His  Maj'»" 
charity  in  any  other  way  than  this  by  which  His  Maj"''  service  suffers  exceedingly.  — I  am  with 

the  greatest  respect 

My  Lord  Duke 

Your  Graces  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  servant 
His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford.  (signed).        G.Clinton. 


-♦-«-♦-•♦■•- 


Oovernor  Clinton  to  the  Vxike  of  Bedford. 

t  Now- York  P»p«ri,  (  8.  P.  O,, )  XI,  8«.  ] 

Fort  George,  in  the  City  of 
New  York  7.  July  1749. 
My  Lord  Duke. 

Your  Grace  will  see  from  the  minutes  of  Council,  and  the  evidence  contained  in  them,  against 
Oliver  De  Lancey  (Chief  Justice's  brother)  to  what  height  of  malice  and  insolence  the  Tools 
of  the  Faction  are  arrived,  and  which  1  perswade  myself  will  move  Your  Graces  indignation. 
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may  m»k.,  I  .„,  „dl  1™'^  I   he  h»  h  "'"""""'•  P™'"°"  "^ '">'>»"— l^"  chief  Ju„ic 
Hk.  manner,  .„di,e»„.dr.  that  Ivhi^con""  """""'""-I"'  '""•her  ha,  .alk'd  i„  .„„h 

di.»ppoin.ed  lacicn.    And  thereL    I™  2,  H    Zr  '"  "'  f""  ""'  "™8^'"  ""^  " 
the  past  beliaviour  ofAasemblie.  in  rhi,  ™  ""  M;ij""  "rdera  and  ,»,lr„ctio„,,  relating  lo 

in  til.  Matte,.,  which  h!v,  be"   „  I^IZ   l',       I'  ""  '"""'  ''™"''"  "  ""  «»—'"• 
they  come  at  thia  time  '^"'  """  ''  """•='""' '"  I™"  ">«  P"-""  diaorde™  if 

huX:?;:- :,'in::rbr;:^c;^"r::d'rrr'  "r"t '" ""  ^"'"-  ■  - 

in  .hi.  province,  eapecialy  one  to  be  C  lef  ZL,  „  V™  T,  7  ^''"",''  '°  '"'  ''"''«" 
diaorder.  in  this  Govern-  will  lind  ih.v  h.„  .  .  "  '"^  ™'«"deriiig  the  pas. 
Oflice,  and  by  ,ho  ,e'"a  ,1^1  J,  h  "  T""''"*  '"""  P"™"'  '""W.io".  -o  have  that 
..ruggle,  where,  in  .o  ,m!  I  a  rl?,  H  '','l'r"''™«'«'  ""''  l'"'i«».  »-W«l>  ariae  on  any  party 
of  co,t,n'„„  Jn..;:  ZZl  prtX:;  ""  '""'"'  """""'"^  '"^«  »'«' •^«  Adminis,ra.i„!; 

noi'^rera^tt^red""':;!;  T:  ''"•"  ■'r*'-  <""">-  "  "»•  '-'-mce)  wherem  .hey  are  ' 
a.  well  as  of^    1  Gover'a,',  1  nrT™,    '"'";.'''''  '''•"'""''  '""""^  ""  »""  "  J""" 
chief  Juailoe'l.    i,  r^h^,      d    he      h      jT'"  T""'""  "'i  '"'""  "'  '-™™>"  "" 
friead,hip  ,„  the  De  ..ancey', ""n.ily  *    "  """''  '"""'  »"''  ""•""S'J'  """"-l   ^7 

Jm'::ra3i'rh  s"';:n'''a:/„o:T„:[ "" '"";'  "-^ '-  ''"^"-"  -^  ""'"•  ■  -'  p-  -"-'^ 

.til.  continne.  between  ,r."veZ,    of  C™:'''  7'"'°'  ",'°  "'""""  ""'""  ""PP""'"  ""■' 
on  1.0.1,  sides  and  of  the  .  ein      „|°e^    ^f'  ff,  "'«,'."  ™'''"'°"  '"  '"«  '"I'"*  »f  prisoner, 

in.eres. and  Conferee  amoirrr,:,!:':,  tV:!;'  h'  1 1;;:!:,:;^:™^"'^",''';"^ 

delivered  np  .o  m'jZ„',   ft  e  ,«  ""    ,  '""T'' r""  "'"  '"  ""  """''«  "  ■""  '"''"". 

have  restraiLd  the  ^!::z^::  ::::zz:j;zi  ^".nT^xn """-  f  "■' "-"  • 

York  (before  .his  time)  wa.  ever  ahle  to  ohlah,  tL  *'.''■'""'"■  "'"  ''«  one  Gov-  of  New 
a.  .heconclasion  of  a  war.  n,a,le     °,  e  tZlJ  "  .""T"'  ""'"  »'"">''  I"'"'  '"'"■ 

priaoners  there,  and  at  .he  .an  7  .i.^       ,       ,'  '  "'""""'y  '"""  "'•  »nd  have  exchanged 

doing  of  thi.  1  hre  been  rc„„  71  '  '"'°  '""  '"S'S""-""  »*''  "he  French  ,  in  the 
done'wi,h  the  ■  Z,  s  i;  Jl  7,"'  i;':':'""  '"'"-'"!■•  """™'  "'*"■  "»"""«  c«"  "e 
a.  Pte.e„,  e„mn,„„d  oni  fart,,::"."  1'  11:7::.';  Tl  7J;:T  '"''"■  "  '  ™"  "°' 

bave  nnl  .bo.e  w      I  eg!   TjJ  t',  ,;;";;"^  ^    "'"<""«  P»Pl«  m  New  England,  and 

s^::*;;ba™:h^i;;::7.T:r^-^^^^^^ 
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informed  that  about  five  weeks  since  several  bodies  of  men,  about  1000  in  the  whole,  marched 
from  Montreal  in  Canada  to  the  Westward.  I  am  perswaded  this  is  done  with  a  design  to 
reduce  or  destroy  the  Indian  nations,  who  join'd  us  in  the  war,  and  who  trust  to  our  protection, 
and  to  obstruct  the  British  Commerce,  every  where  among  the  Indians ;  and  as  I  can  not 
command  any  of  the  publick  money,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  do,  what  otherwise  would  be  my 
duty,  in  opposition  to  these  measures  of  the  French.  This  as  well  as  many  other  things  show 
how  necessary  it  is  for  Her  Maj  tr,  interpose  his  Authority  to  put  an  end  speedily  to  the  factious 
proceedings  in  this  Govern' 

I  must  likewise  humbly  submit  to  Your  Grace,  whether  it  may  not  be  necessary  to  have 
application  made  to  the  French  Court,  for  proper  orders  to  the  Governour  of  Canada  on 
this  occasion — 

I  am  with  the  greatest  of  respect 

My  Lord  Duke 

Your  Grace's  most  obedient  and 

most  humble  servant 
(signed).         G.  Clinton 

P.  S.  I  have  just  time  to  inclose  to  your  Grace  the  Councils  address  and  minutes  of  the  Gen' 
Assembly  this  day 

To  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 


Oovemor  CUnUm  to  ifie  Lords  of  Ihade. 

[Naw-Tort  r*p«nh  Ho.,  Ho.  SO.  ] 

Fort  George.  ?"■  July  1749. 
My  Lords. 

Vour  Lordships  will  see  from  the  Minutes  of  Council  and  the  Evidence  contnin'd  in  them 
against  Oliver  De  Lancey  (Chief  Justice's  brother)  to  what  height  of  malice  &  insolence  the 
Tools  of  the  Faction  are  arrived,  and  which  I  persuade  myself  will  move  Your  Lordships 
indignation  :  No  man  can  imagine  that  any  one  .iurst  go  such  lengths,  that  did  not  think 
himself  protected  by  a  Chief  Justice  &  by  a  brother,  and  whatever  pretence  of  abhorrence  the 
chief  Justice  may  make  I  am  well  informed  that  he  has  been  present  when  his  Brother  has 
talked  in  such  like  manner,  and  is  conscious  that  by  his  common  conversation  he  has  encouraged 
such  base  and  insolent  reflections  on  nie  and  m_,  Administration. 

Your  Lordships  will  ensily  perceive  what  difliculties  I  must  have  laboured  under  from  an 
insolent  faction  while  they  thought  themselves  under  the  protection  of  a  Chief  Justice.  But 
this  last  outrage  with  others  of  the  like  nature  I  bel«ive  are  the  last  Klforts  and  struggles  of  a 
disappointed  Faction;  And  therefore  I  hope  that  His  Majesty's  Orders  and  Instructions  relating 
to  the  past  behaviour  of  Assemblies  in  this  IVovinoe  and  for  ihe  future  conduct  of  (iovernnient 
in  the  Matters  which  have  been  in  dispute  will  be  sufficient  to  quell  the  present  Disorders  if 
they  come  at  this  time. 
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.n  this  Province  e.pecia.y  one  to  be'  cZj    ^^LZ  L^^^^^^^  ^°  »>«  J"<^ges 

Disorders  of  this  Government  will  find  thev  h»l  i  Lo/dsh.ps  by  considering  the  past 

that  Office,  and  by  the  several  rela  ions  aid  Lnen/  1     "^  ''"'"'  °'"^'''°»«  '°  ^L 

struggle,  wherein  so  small  a  Country  theJuLr        ""'.'"^  ^'''''''  ^'^'^^  '-^"^^  °»  ""7  Party 
of  common  justice  becomes  preeaWous!  '     """""'^  '^''^  «'^-  ^^  '^e  Adminis'tratioa 

rhere  are  few  cases  which  come  before  Judges  (Nitiv^.  nfM  •    n      • 
not  some  way  interested  and  there  is  even  danfer  of  ^      t  ,"  ^''"^'"''^  ^''^'■«''"  ^hey  are 

well  as  of  good  Government :     In  the  present'ca       rM     S''  '  '°°"'"«  ""  «^"««  °''J"«^'-  «« 
the  Chief  Justice's  Brother,  and  the  o  heTjudl  a T/k  ""'"''"  °'  ^"^'^^  ^«  ^-"^^ 

to  the  De  Lancey  family.  ^^  ^  '^""'^  •»«»'  ^'^ongly  attached  by  friendship 

sh;;r:e?„?;;u'd:ht:i^:ernr in"^ '';  -7-^  ^^  ^-p"-  --^-^^^  ^ -t  per 

and  still  continues  between  the  "overnZ      c,  3"'  "h'^^  °' ^ 

Prisoners  on  both  sides.  &  of  the  DeX     1,  ^  ,  kTh  .7'  '"  "''*'°"  *°  ^''^  ««'--  °'' 

Brutish  Interest  &  Commerce  among  ci  e  JdianVto  whi  •'"^^^T^"-'"  •^^  *"  P-judice  to  the 
I  at  the  same  time  sent  Your  Lordships  Z:  Th  r  '^ ''"'' '° '■^'■•^'•^«"'- ^^^^dships. 
Goyernour  and  me.  l^ordsh.ps  copies  of  the  Letters  which  passed  betwen  that 

Since  that  time  I  have  eot  ill  fi,a  p,      u  „  . 

i.- restrained  these  five  Nations  from^senZ    D        ^^^  "o  C^:  '"^  '"''""  """^'"^  ^"'^  ^ 

This  no  one  Governour  of  New  York  (U.fL  7  \ 

Nations  have  always  before  this  at  the  Cone         J':;   ':;     7r  ''''  '^  ""'"''^  "  ''^  «- 
from    us.   an.i  have  exchang.-d    prisoners   there    „,  d  Tt    "h  ''""'  '"  ""'"''''  «^f^^""^ 

Engagements  with  the  French.  In  the  doinlof   hlTr  ,         u    '"""'   ""'"   '"''''^   '"^^    "«w 
presents,  without  which  nothing  can  be  don!  wit      .     ,7  "'  *"  considerable  expence  in 

-.' :;.!' 1 1::,::;:;.';:::::::'  -i:::  "r ,"- '--  "■"■'  -  --  ---. .« 

Officer  at  Albany  that  these  parties  „    ,n  "      P'-''t'""'«  i"  a  letter  to  the  Commanding 

t-i"k  otherwise'th..  that  i'^Z:^  ^Z^Z^lrl^''^''' '''  ^"owledge.  yet  I  cannot 
informed  that  about  five  weeks  sin  "serr  .1  Li  ^  the  Governour  of  Canada.  I  „m  likewise 
from  Montreal  in  Canada  to  the  We    «  '"'  r'""'  '"""  '"  ^'•"  -»•»'«•  ""-•-«i 

reduceordestroy.helndianNationswi:;  i  J:  7;:;';  :'^  ''l'-;  ""-  -t'«  "  <>->  to 
and  to  obstruct  (he  Brittish  Commerce  ev'v  vv.  '"'' ""''^ ''""'=''"""'•  P''«'''ction. 

command  any  „f  the  pH-iick  mo  ey  it   s         L    ^'T  """"«  ?"  """""^-     ^-'  «"  >  -n  no 
;luty  in  opposition  to  Ih.se  n.easu;;s  of  :,::>"  't.:,?  '°:"'''  °'""--  -"''«  ^^  "'X 
I'ow  necessary  it  i,  for  His  Mai,.„v  ,„  i„...r„n       '•         ?       "^      ""  """y  ""'"  ''''"8"  "''ew 
Factious  proceedings  in  this  (Jover.un.mt        '  """"""^  ''  ''"'  ""  "'"'  ^P-''"'  to  the 
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I  must  likewise  humbly  submit  to  Your  Lordships  whether  it  may  not  be  necessary  to 
have  application  made  to  the  French  Court  for  proper  orders  to  the  Governour  of  Canada  on 
this  occasion. 

I  am  with  very  great  Respect, 
My  Lords, 

Your  Lordships  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  Servant 

G.  Clinton. 

P.  S.     I  have  just  time  to  enclose  to  Your  Lordships  y'  Minutes  of  the  Assembly  to  this  day 

and  Council's  address. 

G.  C. 


■     !■<■■» 


Captain  MarsJiall  to  Gavernor  CUiiton. 

[  New- York  Papera,  Ub.,  Now  St.  ] 

Albany  23-'  June  1749. 
Hon-*  Sir. 

I  uAk  this  opportunity  to  let  you  know  that  I  received  the  Inclosed  from  the  Commander  of 
Crown  Point  this  morning  &  the  Serg'  and  live  men  goes  away  to  morrow,  I  thought  it  was 
proper  to  let  the  Officer  know  that  1  received  his  Letter;  I  send  Vour  Excell''  a  Copy  of  my 
letter  to  him  which  I  hope  you  won't  disapprove  of,  &  as  the  Sergeant  told  me  that  peace  was 
not  proclaimed  in  Canada,  &  as  1  had  a  Proclamation  by  me  I  sent  it  inclosed  to  the  Officer  of 
Crown  Point;  in  asking  the  Sergeant  several  questions  I  desired  to  know  which  way  he 
thought  these  six  Nations  were  gone,  he  told  me  he  thought  they  went  Scaglikooke  way,  if  so 
it's  thought  they  will  cut  off'  some  people  there,  which  if  they  do  every  boily  that  has  lately 
settled  will  leave  their  Farms  again.  These  two  New  Knglaud  men  that  came  with  this 
Sergeant  &  party  told  me  that  they  saw  an  army  of  near  one  thousand  Men  march  in  different 
Bodys  from  Canada  this  day  three  weeks,  steering  their  way  for  Ueliti  Kevier  the  Back  of 
I'hiladelphia  in  order  to  prevent  the  English  from  settling  in  them  parts,  so  I  thought  it  my 
duty  to  acquaint  y(Mi  of  it,  these  men  went  from  the  (Jovenn'  of  Boston  last  March  in  order  to 
get  some  of  their  prinoiiers  hut  without  success,  for  they  have  not  brought  one,  for  they  said 
the  Gov'  of  Canada  told  them  that  he  would  not  part  with  one  prisoner  'till  all  his  I'risoners 
was  given  up  to  him.  1  had  like  to  have  forgot,  these  Men  told  me  that  they  heard  at  Crown 
Point  that  there  was  a  party  of  Thirty  Indians  fitting  out  at  Otterskill,  which  is  about  three 
leagues  from  Crown  Point,  but  whether  they  was  prevented  he  cannot  tell.  I  am  with  the 
greatest  respect.     Your  Kxcellency's 

m'  obed*  k  m'  hble  Serv«  at  Comm'' 

IlUHKRT    MaHHIIALL. 
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harrowing  some  land  near  the  Fort  Vhey  w  r    fir^H  k    "  T"  °^  ^'^''  «^«-"«'  ^-« 

the  Bushes  who  killed  the  horse  &  took  the  bov  p1"'"  I  \  '  "'  '"'""^  '=°"''««'^''  ^ 
a  dozen  naked  Indians  immediately  ran  to  the  nlLt  Ih"""'.  ?  "^"^  '"*"  '°  '■^"  *  *«»  ««• 

or  no  is  not  known.  Partys  of  Indians  have  a£  ^  7-  "  ''"''  ^"'  ^^''^''  ^'  ^««  billed 
the  Westward,  which  has  greatly  atl';  „  '^^  ^^  ^^-f  «^out  seV  other  Towns  to 
we  have  now  here  a  number  of  the  heads  of  the  f!  ^j^^^ountry  &  it  is  more  surprising  as 

A  true  Copy  ''"'''  °'  ^''^  ^"«'«'-°  Tribes  treating  of  a  peace  and  begging. 

G.  Clintow. 


6%?<am  Zmigmn  to  Captain  Marshall. 

ITKANSLATKD   FROM   THK  FBKNCU.] 

S'f*  f  o""'  Frederick,  27th  June,  1749 

promised  m.  „.,  ,„  g„  ,H„.,  ,  „„,„  .^X'a  ,.!„,  t  "7?     '"  .T '  "°"""^'  °""  ''"-8 

1  ha,,  .h,  honor  ,.  b.,  „o«  p.,tal,.  Sir,  jou,  „„„  h„„„,„ 

and  most  obedient  servant, 

,„      .  LUSIONAN. 


••I 


^;t 
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Colonel  Johnson  to  Oovernor  Clinton. 

[  New-Tork  Papcn,  Hh.,  No.  63.  ] 

Albany.  June  26*  1749. 

May  it  please  Your  Excell^ 

Upon  the  receipt  of  Yours  dated  June  7'''  I  immediately  called  both  the  Castles  of  the 

Mohawks  together,  &  again  intreated  tiiem  earnestly  not  to  interfere  in  the  Exchange  or 

Redemption  of  their  prisoners,  but  leave  it  intirely   to  you   &  in  order  to  enable  you   to 

accomplish  it  insisted  strongly  on  their  delivering  up  to  me  all  the  French  still  remaining  in 

their  hands,  which  at  length  by  much  ado  they  agreed  to,  upon  paying  them  considerable 

rewards  which  I  was  obliged  to  do  e'er  I  could  get  them  out  of  their  hands.     Indeed  it  is 

more  than  ever  was  expected  that  they  would  part  with  them  all  at  any  rate,  they  had  sev' 

invitations  to  go  to  Canada,  &  among  the  rest  a  very  strong  one  from  Nichus  the  Sachim  in 

Goal,  &  all  the  rest  to  come,  if  they  had  any  regard  for  them,  seeing  Your  Kxcell'*  Endeavours 

were  to  no  purpose  hitherto,  this  message  with  a  Belt  of  Wampum  had  so  great  a  weight,  & 

touch"*  the  6  Nations  in  general  so  much  that  they  determined  lo  send  so  many  of  each  Nation 

to  Canada  immediately,  &  among  the  rest  several  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  two  Castles  of  the 

Mohawks,  with  Nichus'  wife  &  Family  which  would  have  been  all  the  French  Gov'  could 

desire  &  what  he  has  this  long  time  been  Endeavouring  to  bring  about,  with  all  the  Policy  he 

was  master  of,  buc  [  can  with  great  pleasure  acquaint  Your  Excell'  that  I  have  overset  all  his 

schemes  by  preventing  them  from  going  to  him,  &  by  getting  all  the  Prisoners  intirely  out  of 

their  hands,  being  19  in  all,  so  that  there  remains  nothing  more  to  be  done  here,  wherefore 

hope  and  beg  Your  E.xcell''  will  endeavour  as  soon  as  possible  to  get  the  Indians  from  thence  with 

the  rest,  otherwise  it  will  certainly  overset  all  I  have  done  hitherto,  &  make  the  Indians  very 

ill  temper'd,  to  say  no  worse,  as  they  have  so  long  left  it  to  us,  I  propose  going  to  New  York  in 

a  very  few  days  if  possible,  when  1  shall  talk  to  Your  Excell''  more  about  the  Aftair.     In  the 

mean  tim    make  bold  to  subscribe  myself,  Your  Excell''* 

Most  obed'  hble  Serv* 

W"    JnHNSO.V. 

P.  8.  At  my  coming  to  Albany  had  the  news  of  a  man  being  killed  &  scalped,  another 
taken  prisoner  at  or  near  No  4  in  New  England  by  the  Fiencli  Indiana,  which  has  made  sev' 
of  the  Outsettlers  fly  in  from  their  Plantations. 

True  Copy 

G.  Clinton. 


Oovtrnor  Clinton  to  the  lA»-<h  of  IVade. 

[  Na«-Tork  ( U.  T. )  XXVIII.,  III..,  M.J 

My  Lordi. 

Tlie  Indian  Afliura,  the  obtaining  the  liberty  of  the  prisoners  in  Canada  and  the  payment  of 
the  publick  debu.  Bade  it  neci»miry  for  ine  to  meet  the  AsMembly  of  this  Province  at  the  time 
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Had  I  received  any  orders  or  iZul tn.lt iZ^^^^^^^  «'«  ^^^^J-'^'«  ^^ini^te. 

;n  the  Assembly  would  have  had  a  ver  J  wT-n  r  ""  '°"'^'^^"'  ''''  transactions 

t  e  faction  has  made  very  bad  use  of  my'  not  be"«  bfe  r""  •  ""  "'''  ''''  "''^  '"»-•  ''- 
pleasure  on  the  matters  which  were  Wly  fn  '  ^^^Tf '" ''7" ''™  "'«  ^«>"'«» 
However  the  present  meeting  has  brought  ThTnL  to  a  nT  ''"  '''  ^^^^""^'y  ""'^  •"^• 

rnust  support  his  authority,  or  the  Adm  Lis  "t  „„  fT  "'"''  '"'  ''^"'  ^'''^"  «'«  *^»J««ty 
Assembly  I  have  not  dissolv'd  the  Ass^  y  '  hop^e  IT""'''''  ""T  ''  «'^^"  ""  '°  '"« 
or  instructions  as  will  have  a  happy  effect  on  1  ^  u  "'''  '"  ^  '^""'^  ^'""^  ^"'^h  orders 
peruse  the  proceedings  of  the  Jisll  1;:;:,^ ^^ '  '  '""^  ''^^  ^""^  ^"^'^^^'P^  '«> 
obstmacy  of  the  Assembly,  and  that  I  h°ve\fn„  ^     ^°'"  ^°"  ^"'  ''''  ''°"^'"'=«''  of  the 

my  duty,  to  overcome  it.  But  th  tth  s  A  semb  v  o7"'  "''  ".  "'^  ^'^"'^'•'  ^°-«^-*  -th 
by  Chief  Justice  De  Lancey  will  rath  r  ,  ve  '^^h  7r  ^^'^"'^  '''^  ^^^^^^"^  ^^^''-'  ''-'^ed 
interest,  than  yeiid  any  of  their  claims  o  exp'ctati  7  '"  '''  ''""^''  '"'  "'«  ^"^^^ 
former  Governour  had.  tho'  the  great  nterest  Col  j"h  '7T  '  "  '  '"'^  ^^'"'^^  ^'''^^  "<> 
they  should  not  make  peace  sepLely  w  le  '  .t  T"  tT  ''"  '"^"■''"«' ^-'  '""^^ 
am  m  danger  of  losing  this  advantage  by  t  e  A  s  mbl  «  "r  ""  ''''''''  ^^^^'^^  ^"«^  ^ 
supply  for  the  expence.  which  has  attended  and  musr  7""?  '"  ^''"'  '*^^  ""''''^'^y 
Chnstians  and  Indians  prisoners  in  Ca„a^»    1  Z    ?  ''«  °,^''""'"«  ^'^«  "^^-ty  of  the    . 

whiletheGovemourof  this  Province  cannot  Jn  .'''"'  '"'^°™  ^""^  ^^"^'I'-'-iP^  that 

«ow  lodged  in  the  Treasury.  I  hi  e  good  Tels'n  r^^H  V  "^""^  °''  ^"•'  ^"^'"'^'^  -""^^ 

by  private  order  of  the  House  drawflrera  l     «  "'/  "  ^'^'^"'"  ^'  '^«  ^-^-''^^ 

the  faction.  '  considerable  sums  out  of  it.  for  the  secret  services  of 

Inclosed  is  an  order  I  sent  to  the  Tr^ 

the  ^atlon.  ^  ""'"  "«  to  the  Kings   authority  and  interest  of 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  the  greatest  of  respect 

My  Lords 

Your  Lordships  most  obedient 
New  York  28  July  1749,  ""'*  '""st  humble  Servant 

Right  Honourable  Lords  Com.uissioners  "     "'''^°''' 

for  Trade  and  Plantations. 


fei^B^Se'.'  ■'^■'  >:  '."i  i 
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Governor  Clinton  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  New- York  Papeit,  Hb.,  No.  69.  ] 

Fort  George  ia  City  of  New  York 

August  T**  1749. 
My  Lords, 

Your  Lordships  will  see  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Assembly  in  the  last 
Session  thereof  that  the  Assembly  has  absolutely  refused  to  grant  His  Majesty  a  Revenue,  or 
any  Fund  for  the  Support  of  his  Government  in  this  Province,  so  as  the  Money  may  be  issued 
conformable  to  the  povsrers  of  his  Majesty's  Commission,  by  the  Authority  of  which  only  they 
have  power  to  sit  and  Act. 

The  only  true  reason  of  their  refusing  this  is  that  they  may  assume  to  themselves  the  whole 
executive  powers  of  Government,  and  the  Nomination  to  all  Offices:  This  will  appear  to 
Your  Lordships  by  considering  the  Acts  of  late  passed  for  the  Support  of  Government,  &  for 
defraying  contingenJ  charges  thereof,  and  the  particular  observations  thereon,  which  1  have 
formerly  made  to  Your  Lordships. 

See  all  the  Acu  for  They  have  not  only  in  effect  assumed  to  themselves  the  executive  power  in 
mcni  A,  paying  the  Civil  Affuirs  'vi'i  likewisc  in  the  Military  so  far  that  they  by  Act  direct  the  Officers 

OoDtinirf'iu  Cliargei  •'  .»      .' 

A.iraiiiiira'ii™""'*  ^^  ^^^^  Militia,  as  to  places  of  Rendezvous  and  times  on  which  they  are  to  call 
th.Miiiii.Acu.  jj^gjj.  Regiments  and  Companies  together,  and  thereby  with  private  Discourse 
among  the  people  persuade  them  the  King  has  no  other  power  over  the  Militia,  but  what  is 
BeeiheAet  granted  by  Act  of  Assembly.     The  have  put  all  the  publick  Gunpowder  into 

the  Custody  of  Officers  of  their  own  Nomination,  &  the  Speaker  of  the  Assembly  has  ordered  the 
publick  Gunpowder  out  of  the  stores,  by  his  own  Warrant  without  my  knowledge  while 
the  Governor  of  the  place  could  not  by  his  authority  command  one  pound  of  the  same.  Last 
Year  in  the  Bill  for  defraying  the  publick  [Expences]  several  contingent  charges  of  the  Colony 
(to  wliicli  I  refused  my  Consent)  they  directed  all  the  publick  Gunpowder  to  be  sold  & 
the  money  to  be  lodged  in  the  Treasury  without  having  a  single  pound  for  the  Defence  of  the 
Province  on  any  occasion  or  providing  any  sum  for  replacing  any  quantity  of  Gunpowder  for 
the  publick  Service. 

They  gave  sums  to  particular  persons  for  pretended  Services,  not  only  without  being 
recommended  by  me  but  likewise  without  communicating  to  me  what  those  Services  were, 
and  refused  to  pay  (under  various  pretences)  other  Services  done  by  my  directions,  and  some 
of  them  at  their  own  desire,  only  because  (as  I  have  reason  to  think)  I  had  employed  persons 
that  they  thought  not  absolutely  dependent  on  them. 

sm  ib«  AddreMw  They  have  (in  order  to  weaken  &  to  bring  His  Majesty's  Authority  into 
of ''Awu'S.'ijT'.ud  Contempt)  shamefully  slandered  &  insolently  treated  the  person  and  character  of 
fjiiver  11.   Lnncoy  jjig  Mniesty's  Govemour  of  this  Province. 

''"^'"  It  will  evidently  appear  to  Your  Lordships  I  believe  that  matters  are  now 

brought  to  this  issue  that  His  Majesty  must  either  vigorously  support  his  Authority  in  this 
Province  or  give  it  up  to  an  insolent  faction. 

1  must  beg  leave  of  Your  Lordships  to  say  that  matters  could  not  !iave  come  to  this  pass  if 
His  Majesty's  displeasure  luu.'  i  f-en  declared  on  the  procee(?ing8,  "i  which  I  have  at  several 
times  formerly  complained.     Tii*'  Faction  makes  the  worst  use  of  this  that  can  bo  imagined, 
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while  at  the  same  timft  thpv  ovi.if  ;„  .u 
Lieutenant  Governor  to  jl.L  D    L    .  '/r::^;^  u'"'.^        '""^  '''  ^''"""--  <>' 

^t-:t:^^i-nfsr^^^  "^^"  ^-^^""  '^ 

Instructions  such  as  :;^;be  0  g^p:ro:::t5  .^'^  ?J^«.^^  ^-^^'^  ^^-k  fit  to  send  .e 
Government  is  so  remarkably  acta  ked  rin"  ~''"  ^'^''^^'»  ^he  Dignity  of  His  Majesty's 
A«.irs  of  this  Government  w^,l  ;l:t  eTv  /dTffi/::^  """  ^°"^  ""^^^^^'^^  *""^  '^« 
that  great  numbers  and  those  of  the  best  Ste  Ci  'JT'"''""'  ^''  ^  ^"^  ^«"  ^^^"^^'^ 
Conduct  of  the  present  Assembly.     My  D  tv  1 1  ^  '''"'  ""'  '"^''"''  "''^  ''' 

present  Station  make  me  earnest  with  Your  ol  ^k"^  I  ""^  ^'''  ^°''  '''«  '^'^''^  *»  '"7 
of  receiving  such  Instructions  has  made  rdJvdir  '  L'  '^'  '''"^  ^P^^'^"^'     ^he  hopes 

much  better  assured  of  a  good  choice  i7a  new  'Atll^af  h'"""'  ^"'""'^'^  ^^  '  ^^"  ^« 
the  present  State  of  Affairs.  The  News  of  Mr  nr^  ^^  ^''""^  ''"''^^^  '^'"^  than  in 
which  came  at  the  time  of  the  last  electTonf.n  "'"^  '  Commission  of  Lieut.  Governor 

I  cannot  imagine  anything  nwhh   he  F-       ""  ""T^"'"^  '""'  ''^  ^''«'"- 
contra  dicente  LolveLhiL  th!y      b  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^         "^^^^  ^"\"«"-ty  but  from  the  Nemine 
the  whole  people  are  dissatisfied  witi"  1  A^  !i  Jr  ?•  ™       ."  k'^'"''"'  '"  ^""^  ^"*"^'"  ^hat 
necessary  to  give  way  to  so  general  a  DiL^^rtlon       "'  ''"'  '''  ''"'^'^^  '"^^  ^'^'"^  '* 

Suppose    It   were    so   (though    the    trnth    ;<.    r  '     .u 
Dissatisfaction  is  procured  by  the  basest   Ih  w     T   °'^'''^'^^)   '^    must    appear    that    this    • 
&  Falsehoods  among  the  people     Yo.rtordhfh  '"""'"  '^  P^^P'-'S^'ing  the  vilest  slanders 
give  encouragement^o  s^^VniJl^^:^]-:"--  ^^^^"  '"  T  ^''  '''  ^^^^ 
encouragement  to  factious  Spirits  not  onlv  in  tli«  f"  r'''''  ""^    '^  ^'  "''  ^'''''''' 

Colonies:   But  they  who  know  of  wi.a    I  „d  of  P     T":;'"\'"'  ^-7 -here  else  in  the 
composed,  likewise  know  that  if  /  flw  L  "^l  '"   ^'''^'"^^'^  "^  ''>'«  ^^^^^in^^e  is 

contradicente  would  be  on  t  e  otllr  sTd  of  the  O  "";  '^"n"  '^  "^^«  '="^"^-''  ^'^  ^^^mine 
Meml^rsdisaproving  Without  do;^U:rt::t^^  -'  "^  ^^^^  ^^  ^- 

tJ"^:rtt:::::;t:;:r:rzt:;-^''-°"^^ 

Faction  could  not  have  subsisted  so  lonrbu  bv  thT,  '^'''Tu  '  ^'""  "'"'^  '''^  ''"^t  the 
having  received  his  Majesty's  a1  o^'tio  of  ose  T  "  "'  ""^  •^"^^^''""'  '■^'"»  "'^  -' 
Province,  which  became  ne'cessa  ^  o     is  o:/4^  ,^  the  Council  of  thi. 

represented  i  hope  will  be  a  sufficient  elcZf  .       "    '^''"■''-     ^^'''"t   ^   have   now 

that  I  may  know  Ilis  Majesty's  ,     wiZtlh:  Tl  Z'  ''''''''''"  '"   ^'^'"^  ^^'-t. 

My  Duty  to  the   King  tho  Justice  wll     Ldt    '  .  "'  """''  '  '-'""P'"'"- 

Family,  where  I  had  my  birth,  all  uni  e  in  m  kit  it      '"^  f """'''  ""'   ^'"  """°"^  °^  the 
.y  power  to  obtain  rcdLs.  and  ,  hJ  IV^^^^r^/ini^S.^vTr  "^"  ^^^^^  "'^""^  '" 

I  have  on  several  occasions  forn.erly  acquainted  Vour  f  Z    T        T\ 
Majesty's  Service  haa  received  from  the  ,  yZ  ^""  f 'P^«'^  "'«  S^^^^  prejudice  his 

prevented  my  putting  in  execution  the  mea  .Ld      ,1. teZ'  '"  n'"  T  "'  ''"^'  '^'^'^ 

French  Commerce  among  the  Inland  nations  of  I .  '""'f'ted  for  eflectuaily  destroying  the 

have  fail'd  of  success,  and  no^i        7    t  J      "'' T    "''''^'' '"  "'' ^^"''''•'''''7 -"'^  ""t 
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&  entring  into  Treaties  with  the  Governour  there.  M'  Golden  went  to  several  of  the  principal 
gentlemen  in  town  to  know  if  a  sum  necessary  for  this  service  could  be  raised  by  private 
subscription  on  the  credit  of  a  future  Assembly,  and  he  was  assured  that  it  could  be  done  in 
one  day's  time.  This  coming  to  the  ears  of  the  Faction  they  thought  it  necessary  to  prevent 
such  a  publick  declaration  against  them,  and  therefore  the  Speaker  came  to  me  and  said  since 
by  their  Resolves  they  could  not  grant  the  money  necessary  for  that  service  in  the  usual 
method  the  House  was  resolved  privately  to  put  a  sum  sufficient  out  of  the  publick  money  into 
any  person's  hands  I  should  direct. 

It  became  necessary  to  comply  with  this,  as  by  this  offer  they  had  taken  away  the  reasons 
which  the  Subscribers  would  have  had  for  being  repaid  by  a  future  Assembly. 

But  this  at  the  same  time  shews  how  all  the  publick  Mony  is  at  the  private  disposition  of 
an  Assembly  &  in  what  manner  they  can  make  use  of  it  for  their  Secret  Services. 

The  importance  of  the  matters  on  which  I  am  obliged  to  write  so  often  &  so  largely  T  hope 

will  excuse  the  trouble  I  am  obliged  to  give  Your  Lordships,  Having  the  honour  to  be  with 

the  greatest  Respect,  My  Lords, 

Your  Lordships  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  Servant 

G.  Clinton. 

P.  S.  I  am  sorry  I  am  obliged  to  send  the  Speech  in  a  News  Paper,  but  as  he  is  touched  in 
it  he  has  not  printed  it  seperately  as  yet. 

To  the  Right  Honourable 

The  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  &  Plantations. 


Oovernwr  Clinton  to  (lie  Ijonh  of  Trade. 

[  New-Ti)rk  Papera,  Hh.,  No.  62.  ] 

Fort  George  24"'  Sept'  1749. 
My  Lords, 

The  reason  why  I  can  not  comply  with  Your  Lordships  Instructions  relating  to  the  number 
of  the  Inhabitants  White  and  Blacks,  in  this  Province,  is  that  a  spirit  of  opposition  is 
propagated  through  the  whole  by  the  Faction's  I<  .'''lence  &  insinuating  to  the  constables  that 
tiiey  have  no  necessity  to  obey  my  orders,  without  being  paid  for  their  trouble ;  This  is  the 
general  complaint  of  most  of  the  Sheriffs  that  they  can  not  by  any  means  make  their  returns 
to  me  according  to  their  Duty. 

The  Sheriff  of  this  City  could  not  get  his  return  till  yesterday,  notwithstanding  he  had  my 
order  of  the  lO""  of  May,  &  issued  his  Warrant  (copies  of  both  which  I  enclose)  to  the  several 
Constables  of  each  ward  the  same  day,  and  if  he  had  not  summoned  the  Constable  and 
threatned  to  prosecute  them  by  the  Attorney  General  for  their  disobedience,  he  says  he  could 
not  have  made  any  return,  this  is  a  plain  proof  of  the  Rebellious  Spirit  of  the  Faction  and 
that  they  pay  no  manner  of  respect  to  His  Majesty's  Prerogative,  or  the  orders  of  his  Ministers; 
But  to  convince  theuj  of  the  incumbency  of  their  Duty  I  am  resolved  to  order  His  Majesty's 
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Attorney  General  to  prosecutR  th«  n.i-  ^^^ 

Governour  of  Canada's  let'ter  to  me  &  ,„;  aTs^r  ,!':?'  ^  ""?  "^"^"-"'^  ^^  'etters.  the 
wh,ch  Col.  Johnson  intercepted,  a  MemofanSurof  th.  n'  u""!  V''  "''^'  '^"^'"^^^  °^C-«'^« 
Treasurer  of  the  Province  to  know  if  he  had  ^ade  „     ,^'';,'  "^  ^'^'^  ,^--"  -"«  I  -nt  to  the 

I  am  with  the  very  greatest  re^pec'        """  ^"°""'^  ^"'^  '^'^  ^— 
My  Lords, 

Your  Lordships  most  obedient 

To  The  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  &  Plantation  ^'^^  """^^  ^^^mble  Servant 

G.  Clinton. 


aian^l  Johnson  to  Governor  Clinton. 


(  Extract. )  t  New-Tork  Papers,  Hh„  No.  05.  ] 

May  it  please  Your  Excellency.  Albany  19  Aug«  1749 

get  the  HKlians  out  of  Goal,  and  t^el^  e tui  thi  heT  A^  ''^^  f'^"  ^"'^  '"''^^'^'^  ^« 
made  ready  for  sending  Your  Excellency's  I^^^  n  td"  '  "r  ."  "'^"'''"^  ''"  ^'''"e«  to  be 
prisoners  I  went  home  the  next  day  whJre  I  fZl      '  "  ''^''''''  ^'^^  '""^  "'--^nch 

One.das  and  Conojoharee  Indians  who  w.i Ld    "v    '^  ""^  f^' ^'•°"^''«)  above  sixty  of  the 
meeting  of  both  the  Castles,  and  the  Oner,  wh^       T  '®  ^''^'-    ^  '"'""'ediately  called  a 
them  all  for  my  long  stay,  ^nd  t  ,e„  to         em  i;!"     "'  ''''''''  "^'^'^'^^  '  «-'-^'««ed 
sending  the  French  Prisoners  for  the  re  empt  on  of  .T         "'"'T  ^""  '^"^^'^"•'-^  P-'^P^-'^ 
B.X  now.  the  better  to  secure  the  release  of  X  Li    "'^"" /^"P'^'  '^at  you  would  only  send 
of  Your  Excellency's  sending  only  a  part      t^V       """"P'^^  ^hey  appro ved'much 
many  messages  and  hearty  I„vitatio,L     fthT  French   On'"'"'"' T'  Notwithstanding  the 
hem    and  more  particularly  an  Extraordinary  one  sent  ^h       """"  ^  ''"  ""^'^^--^^Sees  to 
mimedmtely  to  Canada  for  their  Brethren  uZ         T         *"  """^  """^^  ^  ^■""«  home  to  go 
Invitations  nor  regard  their  Thr'^s  tur:: ^     :[:';'r'' V'°'''' "" ''^'^" ''^  ^'^^^ 
'egg.r,«  most  earnestly  at  the  name  tin.e  that  You    F  v  '  1  ^'^^^ellency's  management 

to  get  Iheir  Brethren  home  now.     WUkuTjJZlT    V 

my  knowledge)  Your  Excellency's  Chie  1)1  1  "'"  !  ^^  ""'«'"  '^''P'^"''  "P°"'  '^  being  (to 
well  contented.  After  that  was  C  Id  :ie^f  ''  ^' """'  ^""^"'"^'^  ^'^'^^  '  - 
t  ey  were  sen  .down  by  the  five  Nat  o„        JZ^L  '  ""'  ''^  ^"'''^"^  ^'^  '"'^  '"« 

the  Messages  I  had  sent  them  this  Spri  g  h  s  b  ""  r'"  T.'""  '"'  "^'""^'^  '^"-'^^-^ 
they  would  endeavour  to  recover  thei  's  ett  i  ",  """'"«'-'  --  this,  to  desire 
I'sfn.ng  so  much  to  the  French  as  I  fou  .  thevt  n  ,T""'.  '"  ""  '^''^  '"'"-^  '««'  ^y 
s  rongly  together  as  Brethren  and  be  one  Bodv  3  '    r  ''"'  ^'""^  ^''''"'•'  °"-    '""^e  ""ite 

their  Forefathers  and  ours.  ^^'  ''''''^'"^  '«  "'«  <>'''  Agreement  n.  ,le  between 

A  Belt  of  Wampum. 


I  *  i  ■'■■■ 


m 


If:; 
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I) 
Mr-. 


In  the  second  place  hearing  that  there  was  a  priest  to  settle  within  twelve  Miles  of  Oswego 
I  Insisted  in  the  strongest  manner  that  the  five  Nations  should  by  no  means  allow  of  it,  as  they 
were  owners  of  that  land,  tellit  .  '  ■  <u  ir.,.  l^d  consequences  would  inevitably  follow,  and  that 
they  (the  five  Nations)  ackno  „■  \mhj  they  acted  in  some  Measure  as  Drunken  Men  but  would 
now  follow  my  Directions,  by  making  a  stronger  union  than  ever  with  their  Brethren,  and 
remain  inseparable.  A  Belt  of  Wampum. 

In  the  second  place  they  assure  me  they  have  at  my  desire  prevented  the  priest  settling 
within  a  hundred  Miles  of  Oswego  which  I  realy  find  to  be  so  by  the  Cocknawagees  here  now. 

They  gave  another  Belt  of  Wampum  upon  that. 

I  have  on  st-iously  considering  the  Affair  thr.-->gUi  it  much  better  there  should  none  of  our 
Indians  go  to  Canada,  because  the  Governour  of  Canada  may  now  see  what  an  influence  or 
commiind  Your  Excellency  has  over  the  Indians,  that  even  one  of  them  should  not  go  to  redeem 
their  own  flesh  and  blood  so  long  in  confinement. 

Moreover  if  they  were  to  go  now  with  M'  Saunders  he  would  tell  them  it  was  on  their 
account  he  set  (hem  at  Liberty,  and  so  make  a  merit  of  it:  Wherefore  I  have  sent  none  and 
hope  Your  Excellency  will  approve  of  it.  I  enclose  Your  Excellency  a  French  Letter  which 
was  wrote  by  Mons'  Levis,  Chief  Engineer  in  Canada,  and  sent  by  a  friend  at  Oswego  who 
had  it  of  a  Squaw.  You'll  see  thereby  the  Designs  of  the  French  to  cutt  off  the  Oswego  Trade, 
and  all  communication  between  us  and  those  Indians  living  beyond  them  Lakes,  which  would 
be  of  very  bad  consequenc 

I  wish  Your  Excellency  had  thought  of  sending  up  the  Articles  of  peace,  as  they  would  have 
been  of  use  to  M'  Saunders;  here  is  none  that  has  them  but  a  brother  in  law  of  Collins's,  and 
he  refused  to  let  me  or  Saunders  even  to  see  them,  but  would  sell  them  if  i  would  give  him 
five  pounds  for  them.     Your  Excellency  may  judge  what  a  set  of  people  here  are. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  regard  imaginable 

Sir,    Your  Excellency's  most  obliged 
humble  Servant. 

W°  Johnson 


<■■»■'» 


Oolanel  Jolmson  to  Governor  Clinton. 

Albany  September  l'«  1749. 

& 

I  am  to  acquaint  Your  Excellency  that  on  the  31"  of  August  M'  Beaubassin  with  three 

French  Attendants  and  David  Abeel  arrived  at  Albany :  he  would  have  had  the  three  French 

men  to  go  along  with  him  to  York,  though  their  orders  were  only  to  conduct  him  to  Saraghtoga 

or  Albany,  as  Your  Excellency  will  see  by  the  enclosed  copy  of  Beaubassines  Passport  or 

Instruction  :  wherefore  I  thought  it  most  advisable  for  to  rend  Beaubassin  and  his  party  back, 

as  soon  as  they  refreshed  themselves  a  little,  for  it  would  be  very  chargable  keeping  them 

here  now  for  any  time,  every  thing  being  very  scarce.     By  what  I  can  understand  the  Gov' 
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9^ rr  jr  ;:;^::-:r;jr- '-  •^'  -^'  -  - '—.  - 

Your  Excellency'8  mostobl.^'ed  humble  Servant 
New  York.    True  Copies.    Examin- &  Comp-  W»  Johnson. 

P'  Gw.  Banyar.    D.  CI.  Con. 


■^  ■'  »  I. » 


Marquis  de  la  Jonquiere  to  Governor  Clinton. 

(  Copy. )  t  New. York  Papen,  Hh.,  No.  M,  ] 

S'  Quebeck,  22^  August  1749. 

intlur:::;::^  irr;^;:?^^:;  ''^^^^"^  -^ ''-'- '-  ^-  p'-d  to 

may  be  sensible  it  wo'nt  be  any  fault  of  Jilff  '"  T  °'r"°"  "^  ^"""^  *°  y«"  ^hat  you 
JranouilUty  which  the  GenS  ^  e  g^ves  t  emVrTIt  t  ^"  ?"^"'"''  '^""^  ''"J"^  ^^^ 
dou  t.  Sir  your  readily  joining  v'our  endTo^rsTow^l' L  o^C  art  ""  '"  '  ^"  '''  ''''' 

returning  to  their  own  country  is  no  Z"  or  .  ^"'1''^^!''"'  '"^  ^^'^  ''^^'^  '"^P»^'-<=«  of 
are  now  detained  with  you  or't  leM^Z  ""'ZT'  .  ", ''"'  f '''  ''""'^''  ""^''^  ^°  ^^  ^'^^ 
them  all  in  my  power  and  comraVia  t  to  a  ITVT:  'T""  ^''^'^  ^««'^««  «nd  to  forward 
David  Abel  to  aitend  Your  eTcIi  en  "  to  eoni  !?  'i  '.'"  ^"^"  '"*  P'^™'^^'-  ^«  ^'' 

what  you  wont  refuse  and  that  Y  ur  1  n  e„  t.  t  dV"  f  "'"  '  ""  P^"^^^«^  '^  ^ 
I  have  add.,  in  the  Permission  given  ^"1  M  AbJihT?  ™'""  ^P°"  ^'^'^  ^^ «« 
you.     I  expec.  then  with  confine"    alouTnrl,  "  "'   '''"^'^  ^'^  '«'"'^'"  ^'^h 

Mohawks,  and  I  have  the  honour  oassuLlofT"'  T"""'''"^  ''''^^  '^'^P'  -"""^  ^^e 
immediately  and  to  set  at  Liberty  the  frureTainn^MT  .''"•;'''"""  '"  ""-^  ^«"  «"  ^'-" 
the  honour  to  be  with  all  Esteenf  and  Co^s;:::;!^^^^^^^^^^^^  °^"^"  ^^'"«^-'^-     ^  ^- 

Your  moat  humble 

and  most  obedient  Servant 
New  York.    A  true  Copy,  Exam''  &  Comp"  ^*  lONQuifeRa 

P'  (iw.  Banyar  D.  CI.  Con. 


i:f 


*'L 
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Governor  Clinton  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 

[New-York  Pcpwi,  (8.  P.O.)  XI..  110.] 

Fort  George  in  New  York  17.  Oct'  1749. 
My  Lord  Duke. 

I  have  already  given  Your  Grace  so  much  trouble,  on  the  affairs  of  this  province,  that  nothing 
but  the  importance  of  them,  for  His  Maj""  service  can  excuse  me  ;  my  state  of  health  has  for 
some  years  past  been  so  bad,  that  I  was  desirious  of  returning  to  Great  Britain,  and  being  in 
hopes,  that  by  the  instructions,  which  I  expected  to  have  received  from  Your  Grace,  this  last 
spring,  to  leave  the  Govern'  in  such  a  state,  as  not  to  be  under  any  apprehensions,  that  His  Mnj"" 
service  could  suffer  by  my  absence ;  I  was  desirious  to  have  returned  this  summer,  but  now 
having  recovered  my  health,  much  beyond  my  expectations,  and  being  perswaded  that  it  is  not 
safe  to  leave  the  Administration  in  the  hands  of  M'  De  Lancey,  and  of  a  faction,  that  is 
endevouring  to  destroy  His  Maj'J*  Authority  in  this  province,  and  its  dependance  on  the  Crown, 
by  wresting  all  the  executive  power  of  Govern'  out  of  the  hands  of  his  Gov',  as  I  think  will 
clearly  appear  to  Your  Grace,  by  the  papers  I  have  formerly  had  the  honour  to  transmit  to  You. 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  remain  in  this  Province  till  I  can  put  an  end  to  the  present  factions 
which  are  so  prejudicial  to  His  Maj's"  authority. 

After  I  had  taken  the  resolution  of  staying  I  altered  my  resolution  of  suspending  M'  De 
Lancey,  from  the  Office  of  Lieut'  Gov' as  that  could  not  have  the  proper  effect  upon  the  spirits 
of  the  Faction,  while  they  might,  and  probably  would  entertain  hopes  of  having  that  suspension 
removed ;  but  I  must  still  humbly  and  earnestly  recommend  to  Your  Grace,  to  have  the 
Commission  of  Lieut'  Gov'  to  him  revoked,  as  one  thing  absolutely  necessary  for  suppressing 
the  Faction,  and  without  which  I  am  humbly  of  opinion  nothing  can  be  effectual ;  after  which 
and  the  contirmations  of  the  suspensions  from  the  Council  I  made,  and  their  places  filled  up 
as  I  recommended,  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  this  province  will  soon  be  brought  to  a  state 

of  tranquility. — 

When  M'  Shirley  was  in  this  place  last  year,  I  took  that  opportunity  of  advising,  and 
consulting  with  him,  on  the  present  State  of  this  Govern'  into  which  he  took  the  trouble,  to 
enquire  very  minutely.  I  have  in  every  step  which  I  have  taken  for  reestablishing  His  Maj"" 
authority  and  curbing  the  insolence  of  the  Faction,  followed  his  advice,  or  received  his 
approbation  of  it.  As  he  is  now  returned  to  England,  he  is  capable  of  informing  Your  Grace 
of  many  things,  that  can  not  be  so  well  done  by  writing ;  and  if  Your  Grace  wants  any  further 
information  on  any  point,  I  have  ordered  M'  Catherwood  my  secretary  and  M'  I'arris  to  wait 
on  you  for  that  purpose. 

The  spirit  of  the  faction  is  kept  up,  by  my  not  having  any  orders  on  the  subject  matter  of 
the  present  publick  dissentions,  and  I  must  beg  leave  to  represent  to  Your  Grace,  that  any 
delay  will  be  highly  prejudicial  to  His  Maj'J"  service,  1  hope  to  have  Your  Grace's  approbation 
in  the  strickt  observance  of  the  Instructions  I  shall  receive,  by  my  endevours  to  put  them  in 
execution,  with  that  prudence  which  Your  Grace  may  expect  from  me,  who  am  with  the 

creates  respect 

*=  My  Lord. 

Your  Graces  most  humble 

and  most  obedient  servant 
To  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford.  (signed).        G.  Clinton. 
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Governor  Clinton  to  the  Lor<h  of  Trade. 

[New. York  P.pen,  Hh.,  No.  TI.] 

Fort  George  in  New  York 
^\  ^°'^''  17-  October  1749 

«nterpo3i„g  his  Authority  to  curl  th  i  o  ele^  of  I'r^  ?•'  "''""''^  '^^^«  '«  "^  «'«  Majesty's 
nothing  less  thaa  the  assuming  the  whole  eL-tive  n"  '?.'"  ^"^'"'^^  -'''«''  «'™«  at 
As  the  same  factious  spirit  prevails  in  th  ,  f  P""'""  ""^  ^"^"'•""lent  into  tlieir  hands  • 

Majesty's  Authority  hecl,esTtoren  trfltlZ 'h''';'"^  "'^  *"'-P°«'"-  "«'« 
Assemblies  of  the  Colonies  every  where 7^  o7  u-  Lr""^,  "'"  «"'='-°"«hments  which  the 
t.mely  remedied  may  in  time  occLio  Tg^  L"  :to'rp''  ''""^"'"  ^"''  ^"'^^  '^  "»' 
of    !.e  Colonies.     Your  Lordships  will  perceive  bv^h    Ir  T"  '"  ''"''''  "'«  ^ep^ndency 

which  I  formerly  transmitted  to  You  LoTd;  1  L  .'  f  T'^^^"^"'"  '««' ^--o"  of  Assembi/ 
Instructions,  &  the  Authority  of  hi"co„tir t  ,  r  ''"""  ''^^  "'-^^^  ''  «'«  ^^'U-'y^ 
retaining  the  usurpations  they  have  mad  "ft,  1  .«°-^"o"".  and  their  obstintcy  i„ 

not  have  any  further  Intercourse  w  th  2m  wi  tourer,'"  T''  ''  '''''''''"''  ^^  ^  -" 
their  hands,  and  that  thereby  I  am  di  ab leTirl  ^''^''^'''g /he  whole  executive  powers  into 

to  be.  and  that  His  Majesty's  service  must  .H  ['^'"^  °"  "''  P"^"*''^  ^«"^'"'  as  they  ought 

send  me  son,e  Directio  s  f^n  ^  t  ,"  1 1  r'  j  '""i  J'"'^'"^''  '"^-'-^^  ^--  LordLps'to 
to  His  Majesty's  Authority  i„^h^;r„t\^^  '^  ■"-^'^  P-J"'-aI 

Lordsh.psdirectio„s.at]eastthatitcanreofnou  e      A   I  i  '""""    '  ^'^""'^'^  ^°"^ 

a  s.ng!e  farthing,  for  defraying  the  Expe'ce  of  Zl\  T  ''""^  '"'"  '  '^''"^  ""'  '^"'"'"and 

he  moneys  sufficient  in  the  'ffeasury     '^  ^  ''"'''''  ''°^'^^''"'-  ""'^-^ary,  though  there 

^w^c2r;::\^j::,:^:,i::t^r:L:!;,;:;::^;'  f^--'^  --  -^  others  which  r 

Nat.ons.  which  lay  to  the  Westward  of  flis  M  Zv     r  ^7""^^''"  "'"'  ''"  '''«  ^"<>ia-' 

consequence  is  what  the  French  Kng^  e  ,  CJ  tl^h  "  ("%  7'"'  '  """'  "''  "^  ^^^'^t 
on  the  South  Side  of  Ontario  Lake  I  interZ  «  tr  ^n  """""'''  "'  ^""''"^  ''  ^^^ 
garrision  on  that  Lake  for  supporting  th  T  o  th  P  ""' .'''^''^'^'  ^^'''-«  'he  King  has  a 
where  on  the  South  side  of'on.ari!  L  ke   but  on     he  ."T,    ^''°  '"^^  '^'"^  ''''  ^""'  -'^ 

who  by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  are  dechre'd  bi  t  r^""  ^"'""^'''S 'o  the  Five  Nations, 
-urity  have  in  a  solemn  manner  ;i     led  a^:n^^  «^'f"  "-^  -"o  for  a  further 

the  French  attempt  to  erect  any  Fort     oJk:^  ^  As  things  now  stand  should 

Luke,  it  may  not  be  in  my  poWer  to  p?e;ent  k  '  "    """'''  "'  ^'"  '"""''»  ^'^^^  °''  'hat 

A«!i:;rw  ■:  "it'rr  ^t::;:::?  ^^^  ^^--^""^'^  ^^-^  ^^^  ^-'- '-  ^he 

"ot  support  His  Majesty's  n.ost  fa^Wu  sJrv  ts  Tin  1  "^  ''''''' r'''  '''  ^^"^'^-"^  ^- 
Authority  is  exposed  to  the  malice  of  thu  F^ni V  T  "'"  ""'°  '"PP°^'«  '"«  ^^-'jesty's 

hi."«elf  by  publishing  such  vile  Ld  n  ,  1 ,    .     ;'  ""'  "'"'""'  ^"'^^P^'""  «''  "-  Governo'u r 
Withdraw  all  esteem  of  the  Ooverno  ;;,'';"'"  ". ""  '""  """  "'''''  ^**"^--y  ^ut  to 
f'at  when  Your  Lordships  sha  I     ave,'  ";.."'"    T  ""  ^"'"^'^^-     '  '*'"  -"«'^->t 
Vol.  VI.  '^  ""'"  ^"'^^"'•^'•ed  these  calumnies  and  the  manner  in  which 
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they  are  publisliod  Your  Lordships  will  be  of  Opinion  that  they  ought  not  to  he  suffered  (even 
though  there  were  some  foundation  for  them)  But  when  it  shall  likewise  appear  that  they  have 
no  Foundation  but  only  in  the  wicked  malice  of  the  Authors  of  them,  you  will  hear  them 
with  that  Detestation  they  deserve. 

The  faction  in  this  province  could  not  have  arrived  to  the  height  of  insolence  they  have,  if 
they  had  not  thought  themselves  supported  by  the  Power  of  Chief  Justice  De  Lancey,  and 
their  spirits  kept  up  by  the  expectations  they  have  of  his  succeeding  to  the  Administration, 
RB  Lieu'  Governour  of  this  province. 

I  must  likewise  inform  Your  Lordships  that  if  I  had  not  received  M'  Colden's  Assistance  I 
could  not  have  supported  the  King's  Authority,  so  far  as  I  have  done,  and  on  which  account 
only  he  has  exposed  himself  to  all  the  malice  of  that  Party.  I  must  most  earnestly  recommend 
to  Your  Lordships  consideration  that  if  M'  Golden  be  not  supported  or  his  services  disregarded, 
itmi  8t  absolutely  discourage  every  person  in  withstanding  such  like  Factions  tor  the  Future,  & 
weaken  His  Majesty's  Authority  in  this  Province  more  than  can  be  well  imagined. 

If  I  had  received  His  Majesty's  Instructions  in  the  time  I  expected  them  the  power  of  the 
Faction  had  been  broke  before  now.  The  delays  Wi  sending  these  Instructions  have  been  of 
tho  greatest  prejudice  to  me  &  His  Majesty's  service,  for  thereby  the  spirit  of  the  Faction  has 
been  kept  up  by  the  hopes  they  entertain  of  Chief  Justice  De  Lancey's  Interest. 

I  must  therefore  again  beg  of  Your  Lordships  to  send  me  proper  directions  for  my  future 
conduct  without  delay,  and  I  shall  endeavour  to  recommend  my  self  to  Your  Lordships'  favour 
by  putting  them  in  execution  with  that  prudence  you  may  expect. 

When  M'  Shirley  was  in  this  Province  the  summer  before  last  he  informed  himself  minutely 
of  the  publick  Affaire,  &  he  knew  Men  as  wdll  as  things  in  it,  I  can  with  pleasure  refer  Your 
Lordships  to  him  both  as  an  indifferent  witness  &  a  good  Judge. 

I  have  likewise  ordered  my  Secretiiry  M'  Catiierwood  to  lake  M'  Parris's  assistance  in 
giving  Your  Lordships  what  further  Informations  you  may  want. 
I  am  with  tlie  utmost  respect, 

My  Lords,  Your  Lordships  most  obedient 
humble  Servant 

G.    Cl-INTON. 

To  the  Right  Honourable 

The  Lords  Commissioners 
for  Trade  &  Plantations. 


^  I  «  ♦  n  ^ 


(rai'ernor  Hamilton  to  Oavtmor  Clinton. 


(Ntw-Tork  r*p«n,nii.,  No.  T».] 


Philad*  October  2*  1749 


Sir 

While  the  Depulys  of  the  Six  INations  were  lately  in  the  City  I  made  it  r.iy  businens  to 
enquire  their  ■enlini"  uprn  the  march  of  such  a  Body  of  Frenchmen  to  Ohio,  but  found  they 
liaii  no  other  knowledge  of  it  than  what  tijt-y  gaified  after  their  cutning  into  thiii  I'roviiice, 
neither  upon  my  own  acquainting  them  with  it  did  it  teem  to  give  them  any  nnea^ineM. 
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.     on  a  branch  of  OUilL Zj'^^^^^^^^  'f  '*V'V'""  '°""'  ^^"^'^  ^°^«'«  -^-"^ 

from  thence  after  hiving  «ul  o„Va  Co«  il  o'mf  ''^f.^'^'^^'^''^'-^  were  just  departed 
purport  whereof,   as   nearly  as    he    couVd   co      /  .      °'  *  ™''^'  '''^'"  *  ^P^^^^^^  '^^ 

Whereupon  the  Messenger  gathered  the  Chiefs  of  ,;  7f"  ^''V"'''  ^°«"«^  '«  •-'-««^- 
he  was  sent  by  me  to  apprize  them  of  a  n "    f  f."  ^,/"''">"«  *°g«'her  &  acquainted  them  that 

&  to  put  them' on  their^  d  „ "a/e  .rFrell  C"  l'^'  ""'^^'^  '"^'""  ^"^  «-"' 
repeated  the  substance  «?  Your  etter  to  ne  on  h  .  «'f '  '""'"'  '"^  ^"""P'  "P""  them.  &  so 
message  the  Indians  expressed  «  eat   hlkr!  1  ^    •^'"''     ^'^''  ^*'«"  ^«  ^^^'^  ^^''^^--ed  hi« 

for  their  care  in  sending' hem  uf  ceo  '"or  tp^:!  ''"  ^"'""  ''^  ^^"  ^"^^  *  ^^^y^^"- 
did  not  expect  them.    That  thJlrd  Z  i„  n     .        ^  com.ngamong  them  at  a  time  when  they 

French,  /while  h«  was  amot  ^r  HdTcT"  T'  '?"[""'  ''  ^'^^  P^"^^^'^'"^^  ^'^^^ 
them  and  cut  them  off.  but  tZ  heTdvUed  the  .  ?  "'•'^'  '^  ^^^  '•^«°'"«'^  *»  <■«>'  "PO^^ 

were  more  fuliy  convinced  th  „  by  tjl  t  1^:  T^'  1  '''''  -nner,  until  they 
Subjection  of  the  Twitch  wees  &Wavrd?;«/  *^"/^«"f  '"t«"ded  by  force  to  gain  the 
who  for  two  or  three  years  past  h  Jve  dealt  V  7  T  '''"'  "^'  ^"^^"^^^  ^°-"  ^he  River  & 
of  diff.culty  he  got  them  dis Cded  f  „t  fl  I':  ^r:  p  ''''' 1''-"^^  ^^'-^  ^'^^  ^  «ood  deal 
still  determined  to  differ  with  them    ?   h.  T     '  '"'''  "'  '^'''  ''"'''  ^"^  ^'^^^  '''^^  ^ere    . 

themselves  in  their  towns  would  I 'L'  "^""^  "^^'  7*^  Wayandotts  who  had  fort.ifyed 
Council  With  them,  who  werrn^trtredJ"'''"'  "'"''  '"''''''  ''«  '^^  ^^P"*^  to 
Indians  in  Ohio  heartily  in  the  inter  of  thp"  im  TV'  f"'^-  '"'"'^^  '"  ^''"'  »>«  ^^"^  the 
if  ever  they  came  a.aiLn  thl^retsl^^^^:*^'''  "  '""^  "^"  '"  '^"^^^"  ^'^^  ^"«  ^^^^^ 

proviLfr  t::::^;r:r;rrtr:i^f  r'^^r^^r  *'  --  ^'--'y  -'^^  ^^^^ 

three  Copys  of  the  inclosed  I^.per     o    ,e  V       T  \'"  '"""^^  ^'"  «"'»«  "^  ^'^  traders 

it  much  at  heart  to  regain  that'  r  nlh    f  T^    ^^^^  >- will  perceive  they  have 

the  war.  by  their  Disappointm'  of  rLuh    S,  7"  '"  "  """'""  '"''t  to  them  during 

the  Affection  those  ^2n.  ve  2  „.'  '  fl^K  T'^  '"'"  '""'''''  '''''  "'  P^^«""t  ^-" 
reasonable  n.anner  of  .iealing  wit     ll  '  m      "**        °"  '''"'  '^  '"'^'^  '""'•''  ''"''"'%  "n*! 

our  traders  n.ight  for  the  ut^^^  1  2,^  ,'.';"  M  ''':'"'^'' f '^'^^  P"P-"  '  «-  apprehensive 
carrying  his  threats  into  execution,!  lou.  I"  ",'  "'"  '"  '''"'  ''"""^-^  ''^  '^'°-'--« 
of  Intelligence,  that  they  n.ight  tie  ll     r   J  ""   ""  ""  '°  •''P''^'^*'  ''>•""  "^  ">'«  ?'*'<=« 

of  the  Friendship  of  ,he   Ind  a  «    &  so  s         "7  7"^''"'«'^'  ^^^t  I  found  them  so  satisfyed 

they  are  de.ern.ined  to  pr   t     '  tLr  T     '"  \  '^"""'""  "'"''''  '""  ^'--•'  that 

valuable  one.  '  ""   ^ ''"*"  "'"""«  •''«'"'  ^vhich  has  of  lute  been  a  very 

.•■i'';wir:^i::::^;:;:':t«;:;t:;^^   ^'"-?-  '^-'"-  -  ^'■'<^  to  assist 

•»  -t-  you  the  grateful  ac       Jl  d,.   "^  T^  T"  "'  ''""'  ""*'  ""'  "«"'"  -MU-fd 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  S'  "'"'"^ '"'«'»    "'  the  (.entlemen  .Associates  of  so  great  a  lavour. 

His  Kxcellr  Gov'  Clinton.  ^""'^  """*'  obed'  hble  Serv« 

,,  Jambs  HAMILTo^f. 

loggitown  WM  (itu.lo   ,„i    the   Ji^t  bank  »f  il,.  mi  ■ 
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Captain  Bienville  (le  Celoron  to  Governor  Hamilton, 

[TBANBLATED  FBOM  THE  FEKNCH.] 

From  our  Camp  on  the  Beautiful  River, 
At  an  Old  Shawnee  Village,  G"-  August,  1749. 
Sir, 

Having  been  sent  with  a  detachment  into  these  parts  by  the  Marquis  de  la  Galisonniere, 
Governor  in  chief  of  New  France,  to  reconcile  together  some  Indian  Nations  who  had  got 
embroiled  on  occasion  of  the  war  just  concluded,  I  have  been  much  surprised  to  find  traders 
belonging  to  your  government  in  a  country  to  which  England  never  had  any  pretension.  I 
have  treated  them  with  all  possible  courtesy,  though  1  had  a  right  to  regard  them  as  interlopers 
and  vagabonds,  their  undertaking  being  contrary  to  the  preliminaries  of  the  peace  signed  at 
Aix  la  Chapelle,  over  fifteen  months  ago.  I  hope,  iSir,  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  prohibit 
that  trade  in  future,  as  it  is  contrary  to  the  treaties ;  and  notify  your  triiders  that  they  will 
expose  themselves  considerably,  should  they  return  to  this  country,  and  that  they  must  impute 
to  nobody  but  themselves  whatever  misfortunes  will  overtake  them.  1  know  that  our  (Governor 
in  chief  would  be  very  sorry  to  have  recourse  to  any  violence,  but  his  orders  are  very  strict  not 
to  suffer  any  foreign  traders  within  his  government. 

I  am  most  respectfully.  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  servant, 

Celoron. 

Noil  —  The  (late  of  the  above  Utter  and  place  where  it  wag  written,  are  taken  from  the  copy  in  Prnmylvcnia  Cohnial 
Kftordt,  v.,  428. 


Captain  de  Celeron's  Certificate  that  he  had  €Xj)elled  Englif^h  Traders  from  the  Ohio. 

ITHANSLATED  rBOM  THE  K  K  E  N  C  II .  ] 

We,  Celoron,  Captain,  Knight  of  the  Military  Order  of  St.  Louis,  commanding  a  detachment 
sent  by  the  Marquis  de  la  (Jalissoniire.'  (Jovernor  in  chief  of  New  France,  have  on  the  banks 
of  the  Beautiful  Hiver,  summoned  the  KngliBlimen,  whom  we  have  found  in  an  Indian  town, 
situated  on  the  bank  of  the  Beautiful  River,  to  retire  with  all  their  effects  and  baggage  to  New 
England,  on  pain  of  being  treated  as  interlopers  and  rebels,  in  case  of  refusal ,  to  which 
summons  they  have  answered,  that  they  were  going  to  start  (or  I'liiladelphia,  their  country, 
with  all  their  eflectB.     Done  in  our  camp,  on  the  Beautiful  River,  this  10""  August,  1749. 

Cblohon. 
A  Mons' 

Mons'  Hamilton,  (ioverneur  de  Pliiladelphia, 
d  Philadelphia. 

'  UoiAKD  Mionn.  Bakbiii,  Marquii  de  fa  Oali«M>ni*r»,  and  a  Li«itenant-(}enera1  In  th«  Kremli  ifrvii*,  wn»  ono  nf  lh« 
a'jltHit  riifiicf  hi«  •imp.  A«»!M!)i''!«r, a^'t'li-r,  n  Malfiimari.  !(i«i!!«rii  w««ii»(M'rv"'tl)'  »  li-niu..!.  Hum  at  KochefoH,  NoTctiihtr 
11,  loua,  h«  inurwl  Uie  naTjr  in  17l<>,  in  which  b«  aerveU  with  diiliuctiuu  until  b«  wai  a|<|Hiiut«l  tu Canada.     In  l'ualt'«luny 
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.^eech  of  a  Frmch  Officer  to  the  Ohio  Indian,. 

[New-Tork  Papen,  Uh.,  No.  T«.  ] 

an  Indian  TLn'calSw.  W  "     '"  "'  '°  ""  '""°  '"■""""  "' 

Children. 

We  are  once  more  come  to  see  vou  &  fnwh 
next  Spring  and  trade  with  you  :  We  are  now  LT,!  T  '°  ''u   T  ''""'^  *''''^'  ^^  ""'^  ^o  con.e 
some  of  our  children,  that  I  the  Tw  tchZs  1?         1  '''  "''"  '"  ""'"^^  ^°  "*"P  '->"« 
have  no  husi„es3  to  trade  or  traffick  w    ^t^^  v  '  .'T"";^°"«  *^  ^»  '^^  »''«"•  know  that  they 
hunt  this  Summer  &  Fail,  and  prthrK   ^  \^  ^"^ '^'^^ '"--^her  Children  we  desire  you  may 

come  here  to  trade  after     i    winter  '    s  ""j'^'  ''^^  "^  ^^'"  "''^  -«-  ^'-»  ^o 

«"nier.  So  gave  the  Indians  a  Belt  of  Wampum. 

with  their  Brothers  the  English     As    or  t ,  'T'    "  """  '"  '^""  ^'^^'«  ^'^''^  -«">d  '-'« 

Wayundatts  this  Fail  &  sendi  g  t'hd    h    t     :.[';"  .'"f  1"  ""'^'  '"'"^  "^'^  Twitchwees  &    ' 
Spring,  they  looked  on  that  S^^e  h  as  a         1    '    ;"f  if  ''""'^  '"'"  '^^^'"^  ^''»'  ^"^  "-t 
must  attend  a  proceeding  of  thlt  k  Ll  •    hr  M  '  '"  """'^'""  '^«  -"«^1"ence  that 

English  would  he  like  cutLg     Man  i"  two   .at*  M  "'""''  'T  '""  ''"'^  "^"^'-^  "'« 
-ore  but  used  them  with  a  ^ea^tl^r^f I^:  ^"r-, .--  ^^  ^ 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 

t  New-Vork  r»i)ert  ( 8,  r.  o. )  XI.,  m  J 

My  Lord  Duke. 

I"  ohecJienre  (o  your  nrnce's  commands,  l,y  l.tter  dated  the  iq-^  T  i    .    .     . 
nller  I  received   it.    I   gave   that    letter   to   tl,:  .  19'"  J<'Iy  last,  the  next  day 

«>H.  province  Treasurer'   As  ,hl '  .w.    ,       t  ^Tlm'T''  "'"'  ""'  ""  '^"''^  "''  »  '« 

«..«^er.  to  eve;  thing  re.  ^  J  r;:;-:'' ll:  T^eir  l.^^  ^^ 
hi.  comhict  w..  emiuentty  condud,,  t..  tl,o  |„.,t  i„(«r„„  „f  |,„„,  „     .• 

.«. ..nt  i.i„. .„c,. ,  ,,i.,.„c..  ,„  „„„„.„„,,  ,„ ..  „, ,/,  .liZL  ', ; '  :"■:•  *"'.""■'■  -  '■"••'  ''•"'•'■ "-■"  ^■«".er 

In.  .,.,..,r,or,.     H.  .,ie,l  .t  N,.n...uns  0,...,l,..r  2.1.  n.-.„  f..|,'rri"  T  .   ''       """'"  "'"  '""'""''  •'"H.V.io,,.  „f 

-  ......,>.  or  .i. ...... ..... ,. ,..,  _„,, ,.;  c:;;:"i:'^;t.  i;::;;:  ::'i  ^'^'■'"'•';:^, ■ ^^-  •  "•-  - 

w  »  Jim  III*!  i,r  tnnca.  Biofraphtt  t/nivtrfilt.  —  V.,,. 
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from  them  ;  Your  Grace  will  perceive  that  the  Treasurer's  answer,  is  a  mere  evasion  from 
answering  at  all,  and  is  in  effect  a  refu  sal  to  answer,  because  he  could  have  given  an  account, 
as  matters  then  stotd,  and  could  have  reported  what  number  of  Bills  are  in  his  custody,  ready 
to  be  cancell'd.  But  the  case  is  truely  this:  that  after  considerable  sums  are  brought  into  the 
Treasury  to  be  cancell'd,  and  the  Treasurer  has  it  in  his  power  to  send  these  Bills  abroad 
again,  for  his  own  benefit,  or  the  benefit  of  his  friends.  That  he  actually  does  this,  is  put  out 
of  question,  by  numbers  of  bills  now  passing  curreni,  which  by  the  acts  by  which  they  are 
emitted,  ought  to  have  been  cancelled  several  years  since  and  it  is  likewise  confirm'd  by  the 
Treasurer's  disobedience  to  an  order  which  I  sent  him  on  the  27"'  June  last  in  pursuance  of 
His  Maj'^'  instructions  to  me,  with  his  frivolous  excuses  for  his  disobedience  to  that  ordcis,  copies 
of  which  I  likewise  transmit  to  your  Grace.  Large  sums  thus  remaining  in  the  Treasury,  I 
am  confident  are  of  the  greatest  use  to  the  Faction  in  the  Assembly,  as  they  by  their  influence 
over  the  Treasurer,  can  coniand  wiiatever  sum  they  please,  and  for  every  purpose  that  can 
enlarge  their  influence  and  power,  or  distress  my  administration,  while  the  Treasurer  thinks 
himself  secure  under  the  protection  of  an  Assembly  (or  of  a  ruling  faction  in  it)  and  whose 
Officer  he  looks  upon  himself  to  be,  and  not  the  King's.  While  the  faction  in  opposition  to  the 
Administration,  has  such  large  sums  in  their  power,  neither  the  Governour,  nor  any  Officer  in 
the  Govern'  has  a  single  farthing  either  for  salaries,  or  fjr  the  defraying  of  any  expence  of  Govern' 
however  necessary;  The  King  has  been  at  a  great  expence,  in  sending  over  a  considerable 
number  of  Canons,  with  their  carriages,  and  other  warlike  stores  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony; 
he  maintains  likewise  four  independent  companyts  for  its  defence;  the  carriages  of  the  Guns 
and  many  of  the  stores  will  perish  for  want  of  c.-ire ;  the  soldiers  sufler  in  tiieir  liarrpcks  by 
their  being  out  of  repair,  the  fortifications  are  dayly  decaying,  and  falling  down  for  want  of 
sufficient  re:  airs,  while  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  prevent  it.  1  am  now  obliged  to  provide  the 
Garrisons  in  firewood  and  Candies,  and  many  other  necessarys  out  of  my  private  pocket,  which  I 
can  not  continue,  while  I  have  no  salary  to  myself.  The  creditors  of  the  Govern'  havj  remained 
long  without  their  just  dues  for  large  sums,  Coll.  Johnson  has  upwards  of  .£5000  due  to  hinii 
which  they  allow  to  be  a  just  debt,  but  as  he  will  not  he  a  tool  to  them,  they  always  take  care 
to  put  him  off'  in  some  scandalous  manner.  Your  Grace  then  can  not  avoid  seeing,  in  what 
distress  the  Administration  of  Govern'  must  be,  while  the  faction  in  opposition  has  such  large 
sums  in  their  power,  to  make  use  of  to  distress  it,  and  to  enlarge  their  influence;  while  the 
Judges  are  thought  to  head  t'le  Kaction,  or  to  be  favourers  of  it,  Your  Grace  I  believe  will 
perceive  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  compi'll  obedience  to  my  commands,  however  just  or 
necessary  they  be,  in  opposition  to  that  faction.  Fron)  what  I  now  write,  and  from  what  I 
have  formerly  on  several  occasions  represented  to  your  Grace  I  am  confident,  you  will  think  it 
necessary,  that  some  effV-ctual  measures  be  speeiiily  taken,  (or  the  recovery  und  support  of  tils 
M;ij'>^'  authority,  in  this  province.  I  hnve  been  under  a  necessity  to  give  your  (ir,..e  so  much 
trouble,  from  time  to  time,  that  I  tU'ik  i'  proper  to  write  what  I  have  further  to  say,  to  Hie 
Lords  of  trade  and  I'lantations,  rather  than  to  intrude  to  much  upon  your  Grace's  patience. 

I  am  with  the  Greatest  of  respect 
My  Lord  Duke 

Your  ( I  race's  most  obedient,  and 

most  humble  servant 
New  York  2:>'"'  November  1749.  (signed).        G.  Clinton 
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Govenw  ClinUm  to  the  Lw-ds  of  Trade. 


[New-Tork  Papen,  Hh.,  No.  76.] 

Fort  George  in  New  York 
My  Lords  ^6  Ndv  1749. 

On  the  27'-  of  June  last  I  sent  an  order  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Province  to  be  informed  of 
the  true  state  of  the  Revenue  and  of  the  money  now  remaining  in  the  Treasury  to  which  I 
have  not  been  able  to  procure  any  answer,  under  frivolus  excuses  &  pretences,  as  will  appear 
by  the  Certificates  of  the  Treasurers  answer  herewith  sent 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford  directed  me,  by  his  letter  of  the  ID'"  of  July  to  send  a 
particular  state  of  all  the  Bills  of  Credit  in  this  Province  pursuant  to  an  address  of  the  house 
of  Commons  to  His  Majesty  for  that  purpose  I  have  likewise  not  been  able  to  procure  any  answer 
from  the  Treasurer  to  what  was  required  by  the  Kings,  express  command  of  which  I  have 
more  particularly  apprised  his  Grace.  From  this  your  I  ordships  will  perceive  what  his 
Majestys  authoritj  is  reduced  to  as  well  as  that  of  his  Governor  in  this  Province 

On  this  occasion  I  think  it  incumbent  on  me  to  inform  your  Lordships  of  the  State  of  the 
Treasury,  and  publick  money  in  this  Province,  so  far  as  1  have  been  able  to  procure  knowledge 
of  It  myself  When  M'  Hunter  came  Governor  into  this  Province  early  in  the  yer-  1710  a 
strong  Faction  was  then  formed  in  the  Assembly  as  now  on  republican  and  levelling  Principles 
with  a  noted  Republican  at  the  head  of  the  Faction  &  Speaker  of  the  Assembly  who  obstinately 
refused  to  grant  any  Revenue  for  support  of  Government  in  any  manner  comformable  to  thL> 
Kings  standing  Instructions.     Tho'  M'  Hunter  dissolved  the  Assembly  several  times,  it  was  to 
no  purpose.  The  Faction  still  prevaiied-Thus  he  and  all  the  officers  of  the  Government 
remained  without  any  support,  fb     four  years  from  17J0.  to   1714.     In  .he  mean  time   M' 
Hunter  drew  Bills  by  order  oi     .ueen  Anne  for  large  sums  to  defray  the  e.pence  of  an 
Expedit-on,  then  udertaken   against  Canada,  and  for  supporting  a  c  nisiderable   number  of 
Palatines  who  were  sent  over  by  the  Queen  to  this  Province  and  these  Bills  were  all  protested 
M'  Hunter  and  all  the  officers  being  so  fa,  distressed  he  was  under  a  necessity  of  making 
compliances  to  the  Assembly  in  order  to  obtain  a  support  for  himself  &  the  other  of!l>;er8  of 
(ioverr-^nt.     This  he  did  by  yielding  to  them  the  nomination  of  the  Province  Treasurer  v^ho 
was  to  receive  and  pay  all  money  grant"  to  the  King  by  Act  of  Assembly,  Before  the  time  all 
the  publick  money  was  received  and  paid  by  the  Kings  Receiver  General  of  this  Province.     M^ 
Mompesson  who  was  sent  over  from  Kngland  Chief  Justice  of  this  Province  as  his  Predecessors 
had  been,  happening  to  die  about  this  time,  M'  Hunter  appointed  W  Morris  to  be  C'leif 
Justice  and  had  the  appointment  confirmed  by  the  King— He"  was  the  first  native  of  America 
I  beleiv»  who  had  been  Cheif  Justice— The  reason  of  M'  Morris's  appointment  I  beleive  was 
the  ifj*         .k-as  of  ill  the  Assembly  whicii  gave  the  Revenue  he  being  a  ?neniber  of  it.     M' 
Hunter  -  18  likewise  obliged  to  consent  to  a  very  large  emission  of  paper  Money  &  from  this 
a  Pap»-r  currency  hnd  its  first  rise  in  this  (Government 

The  Assembly  having  thus  forced  tlie  Governor  to  yield  &  to  act  in  contradiction  to  his 
Instrtictiiuis  alter  he  could  obtain  no  assistance  from  the  Kings  Ministers.  The  Assembly 
continued  from  time  (as  occasions  (.HV-red)  in  giapping  more  and  more  power  to  the  Prejudice 
of  Itie  Royal  iVerogulive  'till  ti.e  Kings  nulhorUy  and  I»ower  of  Asnemblys  are  at  lust  brought 
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to  the  state  they  now  are  which  I  have  formerly  represented  to  your  Lordships,  I  am  persuaded 
your  Lordships  more  fully  &  particularly  inform  yourselves  from  the  Papers  remaining  in  your 
office,  than  I  can,  to  the  first  rise  of  the  incroachments  upon  His  Maty's  Prerogative 

The  use  that  is  now  made  of  the  Treasury  and  the  influence  which  a  ruling  Faction  in  the 
Assembly  have  over  the  Treasurer  besides  what  1  have  formerly  taken  notice  of  By  the  several 
Acts  by  which  paper  money  is  issued  it  is  to  be  paid  in  by  Taxes  &  Duties  in  to  the  Treasury, 
at  stated  times,  and  then  sunk,  But  in  place  of  sinking  these  Bills,  large  Sums  have  been  for 
several  yesrs  preserV  by  the  connivance  of  the  Assembly,  and  it  evidently  appears  from  the 
Tenor  &  Date  of  several  Bills  now  passing  current,  in  this  Province,  that  these  Bills  have  by 
some  fraudulent  means  been  rt'iDiited  from  the  Treasury  — It  is  by  this  means  that  the  Faction 
by  their  influence  over  the  Treasurer  can  at  any  time  obtain  huge  sums  of  money  to  carry  on 
their  designs  against  His  Majesty's  Authority,  &  in  distressing  my  administration,  while  a 
Governor  cannot  command  one  farthing  for  support  of  Government 

And  the  Treasurer  thinks  himself  secure  while  he  does  not  look  on  himself  as  the  Kings 
officer  but  the  Assembly's. 

While  the  judges  either  had  the  Faction  or  favor  it  against  the  Governor  it  is  not  in  his 
power  to  comptli  ooedience  to  any  orders  however  just  or  necessary.  From  what  I  now  tell 
your  Ldps  besides  all  »he  other  particulars  which  I  have  formerly  represented  to  your  Lordships 
you  must  be  sensible  I  ow  weak  the  Kings  authority  is  in  this  Province  and  how  it  is  no  way 
in  the  Power  of  a  Goveric  ?i)  support  the  Kings  authority,  against  the  Power  of  a  Faction 
which  has  by  so  many  ways  &  for  so  long  a  time  been  gathering  strength  in  this  Province  and 
who  have  carryed  their  views  so  far  as  to  think  that  all  (Jovernors  for  the  future  must  be 
subservient  to  fhem.  I  hope  your  Lordships  will  be  at  last  fully  convinced  that  no  time  is  to 
be  lost  in  taking  the  necessary  steps  for  crushing  this  insolent  daring  &  dangerous  Faction.  As 
for  my  own  part  no  consideration  of  Private  Interest  could  prevail  upon  me  to  bear  longer  the 
Insolence  I  suffer  from  th.m,  but  as  I  had  (by  too  great  confidence  in  Cheif  Justice  Delancey) 
at  my  first  coming  into  this  (Jovernment  given  them  by  his  advice,  many  advantages  which 
they  have  since  made  use  of  against  me;  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  do  all  in  my  Power  to  make 
amends  in  restoring  the  Kings  Authority,  and  in  doing  some  kind  of  Justice  to  my  own  Character 
But  I  hope  that  your  Ldps  will  consider  that  too  long  a  continuance  of  the  Hardships  and 
difficulties  I  labor  under  and  sufler  may  at  last  be  too  much  for  a  moderate  mans  patience 

Vour  Lordships  may  be  a  little  further  let  into  the  views  of  the  Faction  as  to  money  matters 
by  the  reasons  given  by  W  Colden,  for  his  dissenting  to  the  passing  the  two  Billa  in  the  year 
1747  — The  one  intituled  An  Act  for  appointing  (Commissioners  to  take  examine  and  state  the 
pubhck  account  &c  The  other  an  Act  lor  the  more  ettectual  cancelling  the  Bills  of  credit  of 
this  Colony  &  entered  in  the  minutes  of  Council  for  Assi-mbly  aflaira  ;J"'  i\ov'  1747  transmitted 
to  your  Lordships,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  referr  For  which  and  other  reaso.is  I  refused  my 
Assent  to  those  Bills 

I  humbly  propose  to  your  Lordships  consideration,  whether  it  be  not  necessary  to  suppress 
the  office  of  Treasurer  set  up  in  direct  opposition  to  His  Matys  Commission  luxler  the 
Gieat  Seal  of  Great  Biitian,  appointing  a  Receiver  General  of  his  Ilevenue  &c  in  this  Province, 
and  whether  notwithstanding  of  the  A.-ts  of  Ansembly  of  this  I'rovince  the  Receiver  Gen' 
may  not  be  directed  and  impowered  to  take  the  puhlick  money  into  his  Custody,  and  which 
IS  granted  to  the  Kinf,  but  on  conditions  and  Terms  in  many  instances  contradictory  to  the 
direction  of  His  Matya  Commission  to  his  (Jovemor  of  this  Province,  by  the  Authority   of 


V 


iff:'"~"^-Tff^? 


LONDON  DOCUMENTS:    XXIX 

as  I  know)  In  case  t,i  should  b  ught       '«  ^^^^^  "J"  ''^'^^  approbation  (so  far 

Lordships  to  consider  how  far  the  Kinrcan  bv  H  «  P  '"'""'  ''"'  ""'''■  '  ■""«'  P^^  ^our 
the  consent  of  the  Assembly  or  Legisiafure  „7  "'^  ^'«^°g«t>v«  dispose  of  this  money  without 
putting  the  .oney  into  the'  ReS  Ge'C^s  ^^d"""  ,  """^^"  ''''  '^  '  '^^^  ^"at  the 
put  into  the  Treasurers  hands  and  i^^ued  would  n  ?T  ?  '''  "^'"^  '^  ^'^''''^  '*  ^  ««- 
consenting  to  such  Laws  for, he  issuinrofUa7«h..^K  the  Assembly  under  a  necessity  of 
&  Instructions:  But  on  all  even  he  au  ho  itv  p  'l""''"'  "'^'  His  Matys  Commiss- 
remove  all  difficulties  authority  of  Parliament  would  be  most  effectual  to 

I  must  likewise  beg  your  Lps  to  consider  whether  it  h.  nn. 
of  H,s  Matys  authority  and  the  due  execution  oflTfil  .    "°*  °^«««««^y  for  the  Preservation 
Che.f  Justice  of  this  Province.     I  am  humblv  o  T^  °'"  ''""'  '*'^'«  lawyer  to  be 

more  especially  after  a  Cheif  JusticeTNaTv   ^  h u'pT"        I ''  "  ^'"'"^^'^  ''^^^^-y  ^^^ 
-opposition  to  the  Government  as  estaWild  b^  Hj^^^.r^r    r  P"'""^'  *°  head  a  Faction 

Your  Lordships  will  perceive  by  the  Conv  „f         /   ''^^  ^' ^"'"'"''''°"  *  ^°«'^^^^^^ 
his  answer  how  he  delays  to  set  h^Majesrs  su^^^^^^^^  '''.  ^°""°^  "'  ^-'»'^^'  -^^ 

suspect  from  what  I  have  formerly  wro^to  vo..    r     h  I         T^  "  '''  '""''''  ''^'''^  '° 

time,  that  the  delays  he  makes  noTwi  h^  J.  .°  ^  ^^'  '"'''  ''^'^  ^''""'^  ^''  ^"'"g  «t  this 
only  with  a  view  to  lessen  t  Lg  sTcr  dU  Im  '^r","T^  '"'  ^"'^^^•''"  "^  ^inferity  is- 
"«  by  giving  them  an  opinion  of  the  Fret    7^^         ^"'^""^  '"'^  *°  ">*'^^™-  ^^em  from 

and  despise  [us].     What  trjov  r  o   of  S'-^'"^"'' "''""  "'  "^ ''''  '''  '''"''  "'^'^'^^ 
-ill  put  this  matter  out  of  doubt      H^wveria^h'  ^"  -"-^uence  of  my  last  letter 

your  Lordships  so  far  "owever  in  the  mean  tine  I  think  it  proper  to  apprize 

I  am  with  the  greatest  Respect 
My  Lords 

Your  Lordships 

most  obedient  & 

most  humble  Serv« 


sg" 


G  :  Clinto.v 


Lieutenant  LimUmy  to  Owernor  Clinton. 


Oswego  23""  Sepr  1749 


t  N«w-ToHt  Pip.r»,  HI,.,  No.  76.  ] 

Sir 

In  Obedience  to  your  Excellencys  orders  dated  2S">M„vla«,-     i      j," 
of  the  num-  .r  of  Traders.  Battoes  &  their  Car.!      ..  T  """'^  ^  ''""^  ^^^  '^«  ^'='^"""t 

"end  a  return  of  the  numb  r  of   oreign  Inlns  cT  ".^  ""^  '""  *"'«  ""'»"'"  '  '^I- 

The  first  summtr  I  was  here  I  w!-    /  ''  "'"^  ^''"■«""«  »''«:^  ^^rought 

promote  this  Trade.  aTriXlrtte:  "Z^T  "  '  """  ^""  ^"^  ^^^  °^  ^"'^^-^  ^^ 
and  had  all  the  assurance  from'  them  Ic  ulT      iTe  'VoTZ:  '"  Tl  '  '""'''  ""  ^^P*""- 
Vol.  VL  ^q"  ^^«"^«-     ^""^  ^i"  see  by  the  number  that  have 
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been  here  this  summer  that  Iheir  intentions  were  to  fulfill  their  Engagements  and  there  would 
have  been  at  least  one  third  more  Canoes  here  had  they  not  been  stopped  at  Niagara  by  the 
French,  who  used  theui  most  barbarously  On  my  hearing  this  I  spirited  them  up  with  my 
utmost  endeavors  with  the  five  Nations  to  go  there  and  protect  &  defend  those  Indians  in  their 
Liberty  at  a  place  that  belonged  to  them,  and  to  which  they  were  obliged,  those  Indians  being 
mostly  joined  in  Alliance  with  them,  but  to  no  purpose,  for  our  five  Nations  going  so  often  to 
Canada  seem  to  have  sold  themselves  to  the  French,  and  are  as  much  their  Slaves  as  their  own 
Indians  are,  I  am  ai  daily  trouble  and  expence  to  mike  them  better  and  although  I  be  neither 
enabled  or  empowered  to  do  any  thing  I  cannot  but  use  my  best  endeavor,  in  an  affair  that 
the  good  of  the  Country  does  so  greatly  depend  on.  I  have  dayly  opportunities  to  see  what 
Pains  the  French  take  to  gain  our  five  Nations  many  ways  and  they  seem  to  be  in  too  good  a 
way  to  succeed  if  the  Assembly  do  not  enable  your  Excellency  to  empower  Coll  Johnson  to 
take  proper  means  to  keep  those  we  have  on  our  side  and  gain  over  some  other  leading  Indians, 
The  consequence  will  be  worse  than  is  proper  for  me  to  say,  I  beg  pardon  for  this  liberty  and 
am  with  great  esteem  and  Respect 

Sir 

Your  Excellencys 

most  obedient  Servant 

sg**        Jn"  LiNDESAY  Commissioner 


Return  of  Western  Tribes  wlio  traded  at  Oswego.    1749. 

[  N*w-Tork  Fap«n,  bundle  Hh.,  No.  TO.  ] 

Oswego  SO""  August.  A  Return  of  the  Farr  off  Indians,  the  number  of  Cannoes, 
the  number  of  People  and  number  of  Packs  for  each  Nation,  and  the  amount 
of  the  same. 
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Ocernor  Clinton  to  the  MarquU  de  la  JanquUre. 
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Sir 


Fort  George  Oct  30"'  1749 
The  first  letter  I  received  from  vou  mvp  m«  o  i,-  u 
the  subjects  of  both  Crowns  of  Great  Britain  V  F '^    '       "I  "^  '^°"'"  '''"''''"••  *  ^'^^'^^  that 
of  the  Peace  &  Tranquillity  now  reestlblis  ed  bL       ?.  "'"''"""  '""'''^^  °^  *^«  ^^-fi'^ 

.inrr  i7::x:it:zT:'::  'rr/r  ^-  -^  -^p--  ^  ^-  ^o„e  ever, 

received  the  account  of  M' Sanders  Return  witht.Th      ^^'  ■'"',    '""   """"   '"^P"^«'  ^^at   I 

had  fully  agreed  with  him.  as  to  the  time  C  oil  T^'n^    ""\  '"^  "'^  P"«°"«'-  ^^'^^  ^ou 

that  you  had  changed  your  resolution    rtsu'rmsesof\r'f  i"''""  °"  ""^'^  «'''-'  -" 

This' w'r  ^°"  '°  '^'''  '''"'""  "^  ^'^^  Facts  ^"^""  ^'''■^^     '^'^^««  I°<^ians 

Bosto':.  ^o^l!ltJcZ:::;z\ii:  :^::t  r",r ''""  ^^  ^^^  ^°"  ^-''«"  ^^ 

affairs  of  that  Government  and  more  part  cuIaWv  si  n  wh  .     T'^"""'''^  "'''  ""  ^'^^  P^^Iick. 

M'  Launieres  whom  you  sent  to  me  aid    ,  1  ,„  r      rf -IT  '"  '^'  '"'^''*"  "'^"'^^ 
satisfied  with  that  RelaLn  that  therbo  h  Jr  ed  t  T  i^         ^""^T"^'  "'^'^  ''""  ^^  ^  -«" 
to  Boston,  and  were  willing  to  return   Zdhtelvth.VH  "",'"'  '"^  ''^"^  '"^  ^«  ^"^^-^ 

without  distinction  may  be  no  longer  rTrder^^  '""'"''  '''^'^^^^  "^ ^"  '^'^  ^"«-ers 

or;h:S;::;S-t;:;:^  -^^m  of  the  obstruction  put  to  the  Liberty 

I  still  trust  so  much  in  the  sincerity  Ifvour  Pr  T^'"""'  •'''"'^^"  '^"^'^  browns,  but 
Confidence  that  you  will  do  eve  I'th  „;  vour""  V  T  ""'  ''''  ^"'"^  ^^^^^  ^^  in 
Prisoners  both  English  and  Indians  ^        ^         ^""'''  ^°'  "'«  '^^'^y  ■"^tum  of  all   the 

My  desire  is  (as  you  declare  yours  »n  hn\  »^  ^ 
the  People  in  both  our  Goven  me"        nd  Vs  .1  "  T'  ''""^  ''''  ''''  ^«°^  ^^  "^^^-^age  of 
of  my  Intentions  on  all  occasior  """  *"  "^^"'•'""ity  of  shewing  the  sincerity 

aoon  as  possible  (aft.r  the  receipt  If  ir  end  L  t  "t  u"""'"*^  '  '^'''''''  ^^^  -°"''l  -^ 
more  of  the  Indian  Prisoners  wit  a  I  tur  silf  T.  "'•''"  "^"^"^'^  ''^'^^-^  -'^''  «"«  or 
of  the  Prisoner,  can  be  mad-  onVoToTl'J  "  """"'""  ^^«  '^'^«'"^-«  -change 
Sanders  and  I  shall  take  care  that  it  be  nunciuJ'v'n    ?  '"  ',      "«'-«e'nents  you  made  with  RP 

1  persuade  myself  from  your  0,^2^^^'^  P«T<or„,ed  on  my  part 
power  to  remove  the  Jealous  est^t  I  P     T"^  ^  ""*'  ^"^  ^"'  ""^  '"'^^"^^  «"y  thing  in  your 
the  Prisoners  and  for  this    :; ^  Tp^^^^^^^^^^^^^^  '"T"  ''  '"  ""^'^'^^^''^  ^^'"''«-^ 

Prisoners  now  in  your  hands  is  can   Zl   n    heW  "nteTs  "  'T  ul  '''  ''"^"'^  """  •"^'«" 
as  you  shall  please  to  appoint  to  con.lu't  vo  r  PH  ,""""  '"  ^^'^'"">^'  ^'"'  ^^^^'^  ?*'"«"« 

of  this  Government  wl.o  arc  able         ^      fjrr  '^ 

convenient  for  .heir  Journey,  as  far        ^or    S   Fvld:?;   'ir'l''  '''''  ^t'"«  "^ ^  ^^ 
former  method  as  what  I  think   mn„  fu  Frederic.     J  his  I  propose  Preferrable  to  the 

thmk  may  g,ve  the  best  satisfaction  to  the  people  in  both  our 
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Governments  and  will  prevent  the  delays  v?hich  must  otherwise  happen,  hy  Messages  previous 
to  the  release  of  the  poor  Prisoners 

Next  Summer  the  Prisoners  on  both  sides,  who  are  not  able  to  travel  in  the  Winter  Season, 
may  be  returned  as  soon  as  the  Season  of  the  year  will  permit  them,  And  I  on  my  part 
promise  that  the  Prisoners  who  remain  in  my  Government  shall  have  all  tlie  care  taken 
of  them,  and  all  the  liberty  &  indulgence  they  can  expect  dAing  their  stay  till  the  can 
conveniently  return 

You  may  be  assured  that  whatever  kindness  you  shew  in  hastening  the  return  of  the 
Prisoners,  who  have  been  so  long  detained  in  Canada  and  in  making  it  comfortable  & 
convenient  to  them  will  be  gratefully  acknowledged  iu  this  Goverment  and  I  shall  make  it  my 
endeavor  to  make  a  proper  retaliation  and  'o  convince  you  of  my  Intentions  I  enclose  you 
my  letter  designed  for  the  Governor  of  Boston  before  Coll  Wendalls  arrival  ;n  behalf  of  the 
Prisoners  contained  in  the  list  you  sent  me.     And  am  with  very  great  esteem  &  respect 

Sir 

Your  nio*t  obedient  & 

most  humble  Servant. 
P.  S. 

As  to  the  two  Amalicites  taken  out  of  the  Canoe  Coll  Wendall '  says  this  was  not  done  in 
their  Government  but  in  Nova  Scotia  and  that  he  is  well  assured  that  M'  Mascarine  Governor 
of  Annapolis  had  ordered  them  to  be  restored,  and  doubt  not  they  are  already  returned  to 
their  Friends 


Colonel  Johnson  to  Govrnor  Clinton. 


[  New-York  P«p«ri,  Hh.,  TC  ] 


New  York  22''  Nov  1749 


Sir 

As  your  Excellency  has  required  me  to  give  my  opinion  on  the  present  State  of  Affairs 
among  the  Indians,  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  revising  the  Conduct  of  our  former  managers 
which  is  demonstrated  by  nothing  so  much,  as  the  untoward  disposition  of  the  six  Nations  at 
the  Commencement  of  the  War:  Their  own  letters  testify  their  inability  to  make  the  Indians 
any  way  tractable  in  the  Service  I  beleive  in  a  great  measure  owing  to  the  contempt  the 
Indians  must  consequently  have  of  a  sec  of  Men  who  were  more  concerned  in  buying  and 
selling,  than  in  advising  or  consulting  them  in  what  might  regard  the  Honor  of  the  Crown, 
the  Interest  of  the  Province,  or  the  Wellfare  of  a  usefull  body  of  men,  so  absolutely  necessary, 
as  the  only  Barrier,  against  so  bad  a  neighbour  [as]  the  French  who  observe  a  quite  different 
conduct,  much  to  their  own  advantage  and  our  Detriment  as  we  have  had  too  woeful  experience 
of  in  the  late  War — They  never  employ  a  Trader  to  negotiate  any  matters  with  the  Indians 

'  Hon.  Jacob  Wjndill,  son  of  John  AaA  graodion  of  Evart  Janacn  Wendell,  wa»  born  at  Albany  in  the  year  1691.  Whilst 
yet  a  minor,  he  was  placed  under  the  care  of  Mr.  John  Mico,  of  Boston,  where  he  afterwards  tcttltd  as  a  niercliant  and 
married  i?arnh,  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Jamei  Oliver,  I2th  Angu»t,  17U.  li  •.  Wendell  wa«  Colonel  of  the  Boatun  Regiment, 
Memlier  of  Hin  Majesty's  Council  for  the  Province  of  Ma«»achu»ctta,  and  wa«  repeatedly  employed  in  the  negotiation  nf 
treatice  nud  exchange  of  prisoner*  with  Uie  Indians.  H«  died  7th  September,  llfll,  aged  70  years.  JVoio  England  Uenealogital 
Jitgiftrt/,  I,  18t>;  VUI.,  810. —Kd. 
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command  Reepect  from  the  Savises  w  n  fL-  «  L'^u'^ant  or  Ensign  it  is  suflicient  to 

a  sman  appealce  of  PoJef^Tr^Jltd  jr  E  ^Z  rofT'  t  "T'  '^  ^'^"^  ^""^  ^^ 
was  intercepted  at  Oswego)  from  a  French   FnLi  .7  /     ^^   ^' ^''"' '°  ^^^  ^^'^''^'^ 

informing  him  of  a  place  or  placesDlerTn  f   ^7  '"  '^"^"■""'"   ^^"«^^'  "^  Canada 

pretend  to  know  mu'c h  of  th  GeoXh;  tt  '^'  "r"  "'!  -^r'*^  ""'''  ^'"  '^"^'^''«'  ^  '^°  ^^ 
study  to  enquire  into  it.  in  the  Zn't  L  I  ubm  t"  IV"  '  ."  "if  '"'  ^'""  "^''^  '*  "'^ 
proper  from  such  a  limit  thit  thpr.«l.     n  k  "  ^""'  l-^xcellency  if  it  would  not  be 

Pa.;3  than  are  at  pretnt  or  by  w  ,  '^  ""7  "'t"  ''''"''  ""  ^"^  ^-»^-"   '"  those 

^tanding  M..i.  .i^  I^L  ^  b^  S  e  h  ^Imlllhat^^^^^^^^  !''  '■'''''  ^"'  "«'  *^  '^  ^ 
are  not  molested  unless  in  war  ti,ne  Wit  n  ^'"''\^'"^'  '^"''"O^  <"-«t  '"  the  Indian  Country 
There  is  a  place  called  TUondeo  at  Tn  h".  'V'^  "  "^  ''"""  ^°'"'  ^^^  '^^  ^  ^-^i 
in  M'  Clarkes  Time,  la  would  b'verv  T     "T'  "''""  '  ""''''''  ^^  P^-^ased 

been  told  are  certainly  t.ylT'to  b^^  J:Zr7£ZZT'''  ""^  ^^"'^  ''^  ^^^^  '  ''- 

of  keeping  the  Indians  in  our  Interest,  or  Tn t  .t  "  o     '  a    "       '"''''?'.'  ^'"'  ""P°^*^"^« 
a.nong  them  to  my  dayly  Fa.ique  and  conse;er;i:;:ee"        "'"""  '  "''''  '^^"  ''  '""' 

I  ^.:rto  cTntiTuTtoir"^'^^^'  ^"^^^^''^^  ""^^°"'^-  -^  ^^-'«  ^'-^  o"'y  encouragement- 

anJtt:rS^:trrp:::J^:::  --":->-  ^y-ayingmy,nst  dues. 

independantoftheAssemblytodeLyiom  tm    tot     ett"""   ^'^Pr"?'   '""    "^^'^ 
be  at  in  treating  with   all   sorts  of  Indians      T.  u  ■''^'""'  '  ""  ^''^'^  '^^'^'^  '« 

importance   to  L  Welfare^  H,;  M  t^^^  ordering  of  whom  is  of  much  more 

unruly  Inhabitants,    u  I      fro  n     L    Illrcrrrr        V'"  "'"'^ '"^  °'"  «°^^"""«  ^^^ 
.V^a.e.  I  may  say  the  Kings  .ru^ra^:  ^1  ^Z^ ^  -^1^ 

pe^r =;:;^t:::i ::;;;:  t^z;  t^;:  gti:r;-c  ^^^'^" 

and  properties  in  War  in  tins  part  of  tl.e  world  '  "      '"  P'^''''^'''^^'  "^  -^  Lines 

in  the  Indians  to  assist  us  in  1  e  S^nce    f""'  T'  '""""'^  '"^  ''""'"^'^  ^^  ^ood  disposition 
the  French  ^"'^'"'*  °^  °"'  ''"'"^"''•^^  °f  t''«  «^"'«  color  as  well  as  against 

•"..-.^ouidproht^;rj:::z:z-^^^^^^^^ 
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would  have  insinuated  to  them  that  it  was  through  his  influence  and  Interest  only  that  it  was 

done  so  that  their  hands  would  have  heen  tyed  when  we  had  need  of  them.     For  which  reason 

I  thought  proper  at  that  time  to  signify  to  them  that  ii  was  your  £xce1lency8  only  and  not  the 

Assemblys  pleasure,  and  as  you  had  lead  them  into  the  War  you  would  be  accountable  for  their 

Brethren  in  Durance.     They  are  not  yet  released,  and  I  should  be  sorry  the  matter  should  be 

neglected  so  long  as  may  put  the  Indians  out  of  Patience,  when  they  will  have  no  other  resort, 

but  laying  themselves  under  the  above  obligation,  this  among  other  things  as  far  as  it  is  carried 

by  the  Assembly,  I  look  upon  to  be  as  considerable  as  any  thing,  that  may  be  done  especially 

as  the  War  is  at  present  ended  I  am  with  all  regard  imaginable 

Sir 

Your  Excellences  mo  humble 

and  most  obedient  Serv' 

signed        W"  Johnson 


»  H  »    II  ^ 


P.-,' 


Colonel   Wendell  to  Governor  Clinton. 

[  New-Tork  Papert,  Mb.,  No.  80.  ] 

New  York  Oct.  28"'  1749 
May  it  please  your  Excellency 

As  I  am  informed  the  reason  given  by  the  Governor  General  of  Canada,  that  the  Captives 
belonging  to  this  as  well  as  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  were  not  allowed  to  come 
with  M'  Sanders,  was  on  the  application  of  the  St  Francois  Indians  to  him,  that  they  had  some 
of  their  nation  prisoner."  on  an  Island  near  Boston.  I  think  it  my  Duty  to  inform  your 
Excellency,  that  in  the  beginning  of  the  Wr.r  with  t  ranee  some  Men  Women  &  Children  of  a 
Tribe  called  by  us  Pigwackitt  come  to  a  Fort  near  where  they  lived  and  desired  they  might 
live  among  the  English  for  that  they  desired  not  to  be  concerned  in  War,  and  they  lived  some 
time  at  the  Fort,  but  when  the  War  was  proclaimed  against  the  Eastern  Indians,  they  were 
brought  up  to  Boston,  where  good  care  was  taken  of  them  by  the  Government,  a  suitable  place 
about  fifty  mile  from  Boston  provided  for  them  to  live  at,  where  there  was  good  Fishing  and 
Fowling  and  their  Clonthing  and  what  else  they  wanted  provided  for  them  by  tlie  Government ; 
on  the  Application  this  Summer  of  the  Eastern  Indians  to  Governor  Shirley  for  Peace  and  the 
Messengers  promising  to  call  in  all  the  heads  of  the  Tribes  concerned  in  the  War  with  them, 
the  Governor  or  Commissioners  appointed  by  him  for  the  concluding  of  a  Peace  at  Casco  Bay 
it  was  concluded  by  the  Governor,  if  these  Pigwackitt  Indians  desire  it  they  should  go  down 
there  and  either  go  with  the  Indians  or  return  where  they  live  and  I  am  informed  by  M' 
Boylstoo  who  left  Boston  some  time  after  me  that  he  saw  these  Indians  there  and  tiie 
Commissary  General  told  him  he  had  orders  to  provide  for  and  send  them  all  down  to  Casco 
Bay  where  the  Treaty  was  appointed,  that  I  beleive  the  acount  thereof  may  be  sent  to  Canada 
before  now,  and  the  St  Francois  satisfied.  This  as  my  memory  serves  me  I  have  given  your 
Excellency  a  true  account  of  those  Indians,  and  hope  when  the  Gcernor  General  has  it  sent 
him  he  will  send  home  the  Poor  Prisoners  belonging  to  this  as  aba  the  neighbouring  Provincrs 

I  am  may  it  please  your  Excellency 

Sir,  y'  most  obedient  humble  Serv' 


"g" 


jA«"on   Wendru. 
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(Duplicate). 


Governoi'  Clinton  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 

[  Now-Tork  Papen,  ( 8.  P.  0. )  XI.,  180.] 

New  York  29.  Nov'  1749. 


My  Lord  Duke. 

This  day  the  Treasurer  delivered  to  me  in  Council,  what  he  calls  a  State  of  the  Bills  of 
credit,  though  a  very  imperfect  one,  as  Your  Grace  will  perceive  by  the  objections  I  make  to 
him  in  my  enclosed  copy  of  the  letter  T  sent  him  on  the  perusal  of  it. 

Your  Grace  in  my  humble  opinion  will  pla'nly  observe  the  dependence  the  Treasurer  has  on 
the  faction  in  the  Assembly  and  that  he  expects  by  their  interest  and  influence  to  be  screened 
from  any  further  inquiry  into  the  affair,  by  the  equivc.cating  and  evasive  account  he  has 
delivered  in,  not  in  the  least  compliant  with  his  Majv,  Your  Grace's,  or  my  positive  orders  for 
that  purpose,  and  when  there  is  so  notoriously  an  apparent  fraud  somewhere  by  so  large  a 
number  of  the  Bills  remaining  uncancelled ;  This  being  so  remarkable  a  disrespect  to  His  Majv, 
I  hopo  will  deserve  Your  Grace's  inspection  in  an  affair  of  such  importance  to  the  Royal 
prerogative — I  am  with  the  greatest  respect — 

My  Lord  Duke  — 

Your  Graces  most  obedient 

&  humble  servant 

To  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford.  (signed).        G.  Clinton.     • 


^  ■  ■  »  ■  ■  » 


Diih  of  Bedford  to  Governor  Clinton. 

[N«w-Tork  Colonlil  UiSDMripla,  Bae.  Off.,  Albuf,  LXXVI,  ] 

Whitehall  V*>  Decem'  1749. 
Sir 

The  King  and  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  having  agreed  that  all  the  Indians  allied  to  or 
protected  by  either  of  the  two  Crowns  in  America,  who  may  have  been  made  Prisoners  on 
either  Side  during  the  late  War,  should  be  forthwith  exchang'd.  His  Majesty  has  thereupno 
been  pleas'd  to  sign  Orders  to  you.  Gov'  Glen,  Gov'  Shirley  &  Gov'  Belcher  for  that  purpose, 
and  I  have  His  Majesty's  Commands  to  acquaint  you  therewith,  &  to  transmit  to  you  a  Copy  of 
His  Majesty's  said  Orders  for  your  Information,  (till  such  time  as  the  Orders  shall  be  exchang'd 
for  similar  ones  on  the  part  of  the  French  King)  that  you  may  cause  a  proper  Enquiry  to  be 
made  of  all  such  Indians,  as  may  have  been  made  Prisoners  by  the  French  during  the  late 
War,  &  are  otill  detain'd  in  the  French  Governments. 

I  am 

Sir 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant. 
(Jov'  Clinton  Bkdpord 
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Order  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  to  Report  on  the  state  of  New-  YorJc  and  New  Jersey. 

I  New-Tork  P»pera,  lU..,  No.  B».  ] 

At  the  Council  Chamber  Whitehall  the  2'*  of  February  1749. 

Present — The  Lords  of  His  Mnjesty's  most  Hon'''*  Privy  Council. 

It  having  been  represented  to  this  Board  that  His  Majesty's  Provinces  of  New  York  and  New 
Jersey  have  been  for  some  time  past  and  still  continue  to  be  in  great  Disorder.  It  is  therefore 
hereby  Ordered  in  Council  that  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations  do  forthwith 
lay  before  this  Board  the  present  State  and  Condition  of  botli  the  said  Provinces,  together 
with  their  Opinion  what  may  be  most  advisable  for  His  Majesty  to  do  therein. 

W.  Sharps. 


<■■»■■» 


Order  for  delwei'ing  vp  all  the  Prisoners. 

[New- York  Goloniil  ManuieripU,  Sec.  Oil.,  Albaqy,  LXXVI.] 


George  R. 


Trusty  and  Well  beloved,  We  greet  You  Well  Whereas  in  Order  to  put  a  compleat  End  to 
the  Calamities  of  the  late  War,  and  to  extend  the  Blessings  of  peace  to  all  Ranks  of  people, 
who  may  yet  labour  under  those  Calamities,  We  have  come  to  the  following  Agreements  with 
Our  good  Brother,  the  most  Christian  King,  1 '"":  That  all  Prisoners  whether  English  or  French 
now  detain'd  by  the  Governors  of  Our  Colonies  or  by  those  of  New  France  in  America  shall 
be  forthwith  released- — 2''°:  That  after  all  the  English  and  French  prisoners  shall  have  been 
reciprocally  restored,  the  Indians  prisoners  in  Alliance  with,  or  under  the  protection  of  the 
two  Crowns,  Shall  Likewise  be  set  at  Liberty  on  both  sides;  And  3"°:  That  the  respective 
Governours  shall  afterwards  facilitate  on  their  part  the  Redemption  of  any  Slaves,  which  may 
still  remain  in  the  Indian  Villages ;  Our  Will  and  pleasure  therefore  is,  that  You  do  immediately 
upon  Receipt  hereof,  give  the  proper  Directions  that  the  Same  be  forthwith  carried  into 
Executioii  by  causing  such  French  or  Indian  prisoners  allied  to  or  under  the  protection  of  the 
French  King  as  may  be  detain'd  in  Your  Government  as  Prisoners  of  War,  to  be  restored  into 
the  Hands  of  the  French  Governor  or  Governors,  or  into  the  Hands  of  such  Person  or  Persons 
as  shall  be  duly  authorized  for  that  purpose ;  and  by  facilitating  on  your  part  the  Redemption 
of  any  Slaves  which  may  Remain  in  the  Indian  Villages.  Provided  however  that  the  French 
Governor  or  Governors  shall  cause  to  le  delivered  up  into  Yours,  or  into  the  Hands  of  such 
Person  or  Persons  as  You  shall  empower  to  receive  them,  all  English  or  Indian  prisoners  in 
our  Alliance,  or  under  Our  protection,  as  may  iiave  been  taken  by  the  French  in  the  Course 
of  the  late  War,  &  detain'd  as  prisoners  of  War;  And  shall  likewise  facilitate  on  his  or  their 
part,  the  Redemption  of  Slaves  as  abovementioned.  And  it  is  our  farther  Will  and  P'^asure 
that  You,  or  the  person  or  persons  properly  autho<-ized  by  You,  do  agree  with  the  French 
Governor  or  Governors,  or  with  such  person  or  persons  as  he  or  th'.-y  shall  authorize  for  that 
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By  His  Majesty's  Command 
Order  for  delivering  up  all  English  French  and  Indian  Prisoners.  "^"^°"° 

&  for  fac.i.taiing  the  Redemption  of  Slaves  in  America. 
A  true  Copy  Exam"*  p' 

Gw  Banyar  D  Sec'ry 


Governor  Clinton  to  ike  Zords  of  Trade. 

[  Now-Tork  I'«p«r«,  Hh  .  No.  81.  ] 

My  Lords  17  Mar.  1760. 

ofVpinH  f\™^P"'^.  '°  ''"^  y°"''  ^°^'^«'^'P«  ^°P5««  °f  the  Informntion,   I   have  received 
he  ;„    an  r^":  7'-'  ['^^/--h  of  Canada  are  taking  to  withdraw  the  affectl  s    f    U- 
FripnH«r     ;;  '    '  '''  ^'"''^  ^"*''"''^''  ^^y  endeavoring  to  set  the  several  Nations  (in 

d^rendace  -  t^^^^^  Colonies)  at  War  with  each  ottr.  and  to  draw  ot^e^Tnt   ' 

French  attend  iTs  n.       '"\     7^"'''  '"'^  '"°^^  '""^  P*^^«*^'^«  *''«  consequence  of  the 

Pensvlvania   the  Mi««i«.,  '"''    '^"""■•^  '"  principally  dependent    on 

War  join      wh  ,  s         '  r:,:?  ""  "'^'-V"™"'^  ''•^''"''"'"  ""  '■^•^  ^'^'^"^•"'  ^"'   '"  ^'^  '-t 

in  this  l»mv;nn»     .  •  I    .  ^       ^'"^  ^""''  ''•■'«  "o'  0"e  farthing  of  his  Revenue 

ibwi: :; ,  'o^rrr  :::,"''^  -7  "7  ""-'"^  -«- »-  »'»*"•' 

„„„»  .  *^      y         y         '"'"  o^^-'sion,  and  as  the  Assemhly  possitivelv  refuse  to 

mav  expose  His  MnJti  ^'1  I  shall  know  H.s  Majesties  pleasure  thereon,  and  that  it 

Zince     e"        W  Hi      TT'  'V'^'"*^""'''  "  '  «'>-"^  "8-"  "'-'  the  Assemhly  of  this 

(  "a  Ithe  Duke  of  H  ^r  T  ^^""'"''  "'  ""^  "''''''''  ^^'"•^''  '  '^'^^^  transmitted  to  His 

u    I  o  dsM  s  toli?  r"      •''"'"  ''"'^'"'"  '"''  ''■"''■■     '  '"-*  "--f«-  -nestly  intreat 

nth     itrtime  h'"I,      "■'""  °"  '"  "'"'^"^  '  """'  ^"^'"-'>'  ''"'^  "'"f"-  you  because 

P     allTa    o  r.hf  r  r    -'"''.^   ^7'"  '"'"'  — »'"S'y  -'rer  on   many  occasions  hut 

P  bl      Dis      ,^  \   """     ^"'  '''"  ^'''"^'  '"  ^"""'^'^  -«  ^"t  too  well  apprized  of  the 

W  .  orisZ  ■'"      •:  '^"'°""  ""'  ^'*'  "•^^"""■•'«'^  ^'--"^  '"  P— te  their  Schen,es. 

o.t  r     ;fi::;^  :::%  '"."«'"«  ^'^  '  "^  """^'^  "^^"^  ""-•  ^"«-"'-  >"  the  present 

serile  of  tl!  ;"""''•   '"'^   "'   '  "•"   •'^'•^•""'^''  ^''"t  your   Lordships  are  fully 

n        n  1 1    '     'r"'"'"  T1'  ""  ""^'""  ^"""^  --y  -'-«  too  visible  in  the  Coloniea. 

^d;  rroi-^^^ni:"'"''^ "'"  '--^^  --  ^'-^^ '-  ^^"^  -'---  ^^  «*-  -  ««^-" 

vo...  vr.  gp 
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I  have  at  last  transmitt"  your  Lordships  a  list  of  the  Numher  of  Inhabitants,  not  being 
able  to  do  it  sooner  for  the  reasons  I  formerly  acquainted  your  Lordships 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  very  great  respect 
My  Lords 

Your  Lordships  most 

humble  and  obedient  Servant 


Bg* 


Geo:  Cunton 


V 


a  n   <   ».  » 


Colonel  Johnson  to  Oovemor  Clinton. 

[  New-York  P»p«ii,  H.,  No.  83.] 

May  it  please  your  Excellency 

I  received  an  express  yesterday  from  the  five  Nations,  that  they  received  several  Belts  of 
Wampum  from  the  French  Governor,  which  are  to  be  opened  at  my  house  in  a  general 
Assembly  of  the  Sachims  Wednesday  next.  When  I  have  heard  the  news  I  shall  acquaint 
your  Excellency  thereof.  The  French  were  never  so  active  among  the  Indians  as  at  present 
while  we  must  lay  still  and  only  look  on  not  having  power  to  do  any  thing  which  give  me  leave 
to  assure  your  Excellency  must  hurt  or  weaken  our  Interest  prodigiously  as  the  Indians  must 
soon  imagine  they  are  neglected  or  rather  slighted  by  us 

I  am 

Sir 

Your  Excellencys  mo' 

obedient  humble  Serv« 
6''Janyl750.  "8*        W»  Johnson 


<■■»■■» 


GoUmel  Johnson  to  Oovemc  Clinton. 

[  R«w-Tork  Pipen,  nh.,  No.  8l.j 

22"  Janry  17iJ 

May  it  please  your  Excellency. 

I  am  very  glad  your  Excellency  has  given  orders  to  have  the  Indian  children  returned,  who 
are  kept  by  the  Traders  as  pawns  or  pledges  as  they  call  it,  but  rather  stolen  from  them  (as 
the  parents  came  at  the  appointed  time  to  redeem  them,  but  they  sent  them  away  before  hand) 
and  as  they  were  children  rf  our  Friends  &  Allies,  and  if  they  are  not  returned  next  Spring  it 
will  confirm  what  the  French  told  the  six  Nations  (viz)  that  we  looked  upon  them  ns  our 
Slaves  or  Negroes  which  affair  gave  me  a  great  deal  of  trouble  at  that  time  to  reconcile  I  can 
not  find  that  M'  Abeel  who  has  a  Seneca  Child,  or  Vnndrieson  who  has  got  a  Missisngey,  are  to 
deliver  theirs  which  1  am  apprehensive  will  cause  great  disturbance 

I  must  also  acquaint  your  Evcellency  that  most  of  the  Indians  of  both  the  Mohawks  Castles 
are  determined  to  go  to  War  with  the  Catawba's  and  are  to  be  joined  by  great  Numbers  of 
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their  Brethren  as  also  by  several  other  Nations  I  have  for  some  time  past  kept  them  from  thn. 
v.epract.ce  notwithstanding  the  French  used  all  their  endeavors  to  se     hem  o     but    Hff'i 

re  :::r^^^^^^^^  ^^^  P--  ^°  «"-P*  ^^  however  I  mu^t  hum  ," 

wou  d  be  1  thin,  of.;  f"'^  r  *''^^""Sing  about  a  Peace  between  them  Indians  and  ours 
Te  to  «et  about  h«ln  '""^T^J^  *^'  °"'^  ^^^^  '"  "^  ''""^'«  °P'°'-  *<>  ««"««»  it,  would 
Peace':  ti'tt  S  x  NaUot"  °^^t^?«'^«  ^^  »^^^  ^ribe  or  Nation  to  come  here  and  desire  a 
OneSa Toiil  u  "^"'^    ^  ^^""'  "y^"""  '  ''"""'^  P^""^'^''  '^em  to  agree  to-The 

am    g  them     I  tdTth^m  l™'   U    ""'  """"^  ''^^'""^  '^^^  -"^  ^«  ""«-'^  «  Smi.h 

answr  t;e  i  i^^  ^  ::^^tt  zr  iz;  s:ti:::  -^ " ''- '-  -- 

I  am 

Sir 

With  great  Respect 

Your  Excellencys  humble  St. 
(sg*)        Wm  Johnsow 


Extract. 


Colonel  Johnson  to  Governor  Clinton. 

t  ■  w.T«kP»p«ri,Hh.,  No.8».] 


o-  ,  Feb'y  IQ"-  17H- 

r„;;rr  "r       \    '"''  \F°"''«'-«"«=«  ^^'^  an  the  Sachems  and  Warriors  of  both  the  Mohawk 
Castle   as  I  wrote  your  Excellency  I  expected     Inclosed  you  have  what  was  any  way  maten^l 
by  wh.ch  and  sundry  other  Instances  it  is  most  evident,  the  French  are  using  auTa      & 
Stratagems  m  the.r  power  to  overset  all  we  have  done  this  time  past  with  regard  trindiat 

hem.  They  have  ever  s.nce  the  Peace.  Officers  &  Interpreters  with  great  quarMties  of  Good 
for  presents  among  the  Foreign  Nations  but  much  more  at  a  settlement  of  Tnd  ans  It  Ohio 
wZ  F  "  "7."'"'  n'"'  "  ''''  "«  *'«  °"'y  «°^y  °^  ^"'^-^  --  upon      e  Co  tin 
7h7(  ^"'l      V'  '  ''  ""''  worthy  of  courting  or  continuing  wherefor  if  we    o" 

hem  (who  have  been  for  these  three  years  past  so  firmly  attached  to  tlfe  BritisrinLrest  Is 
by  sundry  mstances  can  be  made  appear)  it  must  be  our  own  faults  &  the  co  eque  ces  Iv 
be  very  bad.  tho'  not  immediately  felt  Wherefore  I  hope  your  Excellency  and  Counc  1  wiH 
cons.der  seriously  of  the  Importance  thereof.  Upon  hearin'g  that  tCaLdls  were  hi  v 
mustering  up  a  number  of  men  for  some  Enterprise  in  the  Spring  I  thought  proper  To  send  Z 
express  through  the  five  Nations  with  a  Belt  of  Wampum  to'acquai  thVm  of  it  a  d  also  o 
those  Ind.ans  above  mention'd  desiring  them  to  keep  their  Warriors  homT  leas  '  tie  Frenc 
who  are  a  designing  people,  should  surprise  then,,  as  they  have  threatened  hem  ,' 
precautions  are  very  requisite,  as  it  shows  them  we  are  tender'over  their  ves  and  saR^Mv 
li:s;;lt"::;:;rrs""'  "^  etedfastnessof  them  Indians  at  Ohio,  if ^lulrverlfm!^ 

counterba  atlu  .T  '"^7?'"';/""''^"""'  '"  '''^'"^  ^"  "°^  '^''^  themselves  so  as  to 
counterballauce  the  Favors  of  the  French  we  shall  inevitably  forfeit  their  esteem  which  mav 
prove  of  worse  consequence  thaa  people  are  aware  of.-l  am  Sir  Your  ExceJ^rys  ^ 

A  true  Copy  """^^  ''""'*''«  ^^''^^"^ 

O.  CUNTON  ^'^^^        Wm  Johnson 
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HendricKs  Speech  to  Cdonel  Johnson. 

[N«w  York  Papen,  Hh.,  Ho.  8S. ) 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  two  Castles  of  the  Mohawks  Feb»  S*"  17H  at  Mount  Johnson 
Present — All  the  Sachims  &  Cheif  Warriours  of  y*  Castles 

Hendrick  spok  j  &  Said 

Brother  Warraghiyagee 

We  are  come  here  to  acquaint  you  with  what  news  we  have  received  from  the  Southward, 
and  also  from  the  Westward 

As  the  five  Nations  arrived  at  Philadelphia  last  Fall,  they  met  the  Scha,wan,ooe8  there, 
and  the  Scha,ni,ha,der  ad,yghroo,nees  who  were  glad  to  see  them,  and  welcomed  the  Five 
Nations  heartily  on  their  arrival,  and  to  shew  their  Friendship  &  brotherly  love  to  the 
five  Nations,  presented  them  with  a  Pack  of  Skins 

The  Scha,ni,ha,der,adygh,roon,ee8  &  Schawan,  oo,  es  on  their  meeting  the  Five  Nations  at 
Philadelphia  after  welcoming  them,  told  the  Five  Nations  that  according  to  their  promise 
made  to  the  Governor  and  you  at  Albany  last  meeting  and  also  to  us,  that  as  they  lived  too 
far  from  us,  they  would  move  to  a  place  called  Scha,han,do,a,na  where  they  then  were  but 
were  still  in  a  moving  posture  towards  the  five  nations,  picking  up  a  little  of  every  thing  they 
could  get  to  help  them  on  their  journey,  and  that  they  had  now  a  pritty  large  Bundle  meaning 
about  two  Bushells  of  Wampum,  which  they  sent  by  them  to  be  divided  among  the  Six 
Nations,  as  a  certain  token  of  their  Friendship,  and  coming  to  settle  among  them  as  soon 
as  possible 

They  then  shewed  the  Wampum  &  then  lodged  it  with  me,  which  was  a  greater  quantity, 
than  ever  I  saw  before 

Then  Hendrich  proceeded  to  tell  me  about  the  French  army  which  went  last  summer  to 
the  Westward  and  spoke 

Brother  Warraghiyagee 

As  Mons  Celleron  the  French  commander  of  the  Forces  (who  went  last  Summer  to  destroy 
the  Settlement  of  Indians  at  Cajuhaga  on  Belle  River  who  are  in  the  British  interest)  arrived 
there  with  his  Forces,  the  Indians  having  notice  of  their  coming  from  you,  were  ready  to  receive 
them  and  fixed  a  number  of  Guns  upon  which  the  Commandant  was  grazed  by  a  Ball,  which 
discouragement,  together  with  his  seeing  so  great  a  number  of  Men  there  ready  to  give  him 
Battle,  damped  his  Spirits  so  that  he  thought  proper  to  pass  by,  and  sent  a  message  immediately 
to  Canada  with  the  account  of  their  Numbers  &  his  reception  at  his  return  he  begged  to  have 
a  meeting  with  said  Indians,  when  he  told  them  that  he  came  purposely  on  their  accounts,  and 
to  serve  them,  hearing  that  the  English  encroached  upon  their  Lands  and  were  to  build  Forts 
and  settle  Towns.  Whereupon  their  Father  meaning  the  Governor  of  Canada  sent  him  with 
orders  to  dispossess  the  English  and  prevent  their  coming  among  them  for  the  future  but  not 
to  hurt  them.  Aner  that  was  over  and  he  thought  he  had  satisfied  or  removed  their  Jealousies 
he  gave  them  a  large  Belt  of  Wampum,  with  a  strong  invitation  to  go  to  Canada  to  speak  with 
tlie  Governor  and  told  them  they  should  be  there  at  the  time  the  Barkis  easily  plucked  off  the 
Trees,  meaning  Spring,  without  fail  and  that  their  Father  would  receive  them  with  open  arms. 
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The  Indians  all  in  a  Body  made  answer  they  would  not  go  to  Canada  and  so  returned  his  Belt 
sayng  why  should  you  expect  us  to  Canada  to  speak  with  you  when  we  have  reZed  .p  „kin« 
to  you  the  whole  course  of  the  War-returned  his  Belt  s-peaking 

nnS^TnH  "^  ""''^  ""  '"'"''"  *^°"''  ^'"''•°"  '''^'''^  ""'^  ''^  '^^  ^^Y  m^"^r,g  of  his  Interpreter 
and  Indmns  who  were  with  him.  whether  they  did  not  know  of  any  Indians  in  the  wav  who 
were  fnends  to  the  French,  the  told  him  of  one  who  formerly  lived  in  the  S  necasTounTrv. 

tticMi::  nrhL^'^Vr"^'  Cas.cagh.sa,gey  who  they  toJk  to  he  a  friend  of  Irs  ul 
which  they  sent  h.m  word  to  meet  at  a  certain  place,  accordingly  he  met  them.  Upon  which  the 

upTas  n:Zs  h^tt  d"d  '•'";:  ''rr  "P°"  ^'-^  «-  ^  '^'"^'  -''  °-  w^-  he',ookea 
of  York  TGoLrnor  of  P'"' '^''  -  ""^      "'^"'"'  '™  "''''  '"  '''  ""'  '™'"  ^'^  ^''^^""'• 

hnJ'I'h  Jih  7  ^"''  him  no  satisfactory  answer  telling  him  that  he  knew  nothing  extraordinary. 

togowitZr„d'lit!t'r  V"'  I"'""'  ""'  '^'""^■^''^  «'^«"S-*  '"-'«"-  -"g'-ble 
h„f  r  .     u  Ca.da,ragh,que.     The  Indian  asked  him  for  what  reason    as  he 

an  r^vUatt      "'  '""^  ^'"'  ''  ^^^"  ^^^  ""'^  ^'^^  -  ^"--^  ^*«  -1  rso*  ernest 

^.v^l'l  ^;'"'^'""!;  '"•'^  ''■■'"  ^"^  «''«'-g«d  him  strictly  at  the  same  time  not  to  discover  it.  for 
several  reasons    U  was  out  of  regard  for  his  safety.     That  the  French  Governor  was  fu  ly 

:  ::rstT'h;:Ho:  ^tv:'^^^™^  ^^^  ''^  '^^  "^^'°-'  «'^*"«  -^^  mdian  apZen  ^  ^ 

Frr.h  nffi?  ^  a\  ^u-  °'"  u  ^'™  '°  '"''■"'y  ^"' '"  ^«'"'  f°^  he  immediately  discloced  all  the 
French  officer  sa.d  to  hun  to  the  Sachims,  who  sent  you  this  account  now  and  promise  hey 
W.I1  ,mmed,ately  send  you  word,  if  the  hear  any  further  News  of  the  French  deig  s.Tnd  t  ,e 
five  Nafons  expect  you  will  strictly  enquire  into  the  designs  of  the  French,  as  you  may  h  ve 
more  frequent  opportunities  and  acquaint  them  immediatefy  with  what  you  hear 

Gave  a  Belt  of  Wampum 
A  True  Copy 

(sg")         G  Clinton 
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Census  of  the  Prwince  of  New  -  York.     1 749. 

[Nsw-Terk  Papon,  Hb.,  No.  80.] 

An  account  of  the  numbers  of  Inhabitants  in  the  Province  of  New  Yorli,  taken 
lO*''  May  1749  by  order  of  His  Excellency  the  Honourable  Governour  Clinton. 


City  4  Coonty  of  N.  Tork 

King's  County 

Albany  County  

Queen  s  County .... 

Dutchess  County 

Suffolk  County 

Richmond  County 

Orange  County 

Westchester  County 

Ulster  County 


2346 

288 

2249 

16S0 

1970 

2068 

431 

1001 

2611 

918. 


4 


e 
I 
s 


2766 

437 

2859 

1608 

IS'-O 

1863 

420 

866 

2312 

992. 


r 


183 

62 

322 

161 

160 

248 

36 

66 

228 

110. 


C 

g. 


2364 

822 

2137 

1660 

1790 

1960 

424 

992 

2263 

810. 


3208 

391 

2087 

1778 

1761 

1969 

434 

899 

2233 

979. 


Total 


10926 
1600 
9164 
6017 
7491 
i098 
1745 
8874 
9647 
8804. 


r 


§ 

a. 


460 
232 
809 
800 
103 
805 
88 
62 
303 
217. 


I 

S 


S 


610 
244 
424 
886 
165 
866 
110 
96 
270 
801 


S 

H 


650 

137 

384 

245 

63 

292 

93 

84 

238 

198 


Total 
Block 


701 

2368 

149 

783 

866 

1480 

849 

1423 

79 

421 

298 

1286 

98 

409 

108 

860 

279 

1166 

240 

1006 

Total  number  of  Whites 62766.     Totnl  number  of  Blnoks 10692. 

Total  number  of  luhabitanU.  White  and  Black.  78448. 

O.   CUNTON. 


V 


<.■♦■■» 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 

[N*w-Tork  Ptpen, (8.  P.  0.,)  XL,  148.] 

My  Lord  Duke. 

I  have  the  honour  of  Your  Grace's  letter  of  the  first  of  November,  and  I  humbly  thank  Your 
Grace,  for  the  assurances,  you  give  me,  that  the  affairs  of  this  province,  which  I  have  submitted 
to  Your  Grace  will  soon  be  taken  into  consideration,  and  that  I  may  depend  on  all  proper 
assistance  to  support  the  authority  the  King  has  put  into  my  hands  against  any  unjust  or 
malicious  attacks  whatsoever. 

I  am  so  firmly  perswaded,  that  the  matters  which  are  now,  under  Your  Grace's  consideration, 
so  much  affect  His  Maj'^'  authority  and  his  service,  not  only  in  the  province,  but  likewise  in 
all  the  neighbouring  Colonies,  that  I  hope  to  be  excuued  my  pressing,  that  your  Grace  will 
please  to  bring  them  to  a  speedy  a  conclusion  as  possible;  for,  till  I  know  His  Mnj'J"  pleasure, 
I  cannot  meet  the  Assembly  of  this  province  without  exposing  the  King's  authority  in 
the  hands  of  his  Gov'  to  contempt:  as  I  believe  will  clearly  appear  to  your  Grace,  from  the 
proceedings  of  the  Assembly  (ia  their  last  sessions)  which  I  transmitted  to  your  Grace  in 
August  last.    The  King  has  not  now  one  farthing  of  his  revenue  in  this  province  at  his 
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command  for  the  support  of  Govern'  in  it.  though  there  be  large  sums  in  the  treasury  and 
which  I  have  reason  to  believe,  the  heads  of  the  faction  can  find  means  to  make  use  off,  to 
support  their  interest.  The  French  in  Canada  are  too  well  informed  of  the  publick  dissentions 
in  this  and  the  neighbouring  Colonies,  and  lay  hold  of  this  opportunity  to  weaken  our  interest 
among  the  Indian  nations,  to  the  immediate  prejudice  of  trade  and  indangering  the  safety 
of  the  Colonies  for  the  future,  while  I  cannot  take  necessary  steps  for  securing  our  interest 
among  the  Indians  otherwise,  than  by  advancing  large  sums  out  of  my  private  pocket,  for  this 
service,  which  I  am  in  no  capacity  to  do;  This  is  evident  by  the  frivolous  pretencies  which 
the  Govern' ofCanada  makes  for  his  not  setting  the  English  prisoners  in  Canada  at  liberty, 
and  by  his  endevours.  to  set  the  Indian  nations  (depending  on  the  English  Colonies)  at  war 
with  each  other.  ' 

I  cannot  have  sufficient  ground  to  hope,  that  I  can  better  the  present  state  of  affairs  in  this 
province  by  calling  a  new  Assembly,  while  the  faction  has  such  an  influence  over  the  Treasurer, 
who  has  such  large  sums  in  his  hands,  and  while  the  faction  can  propagate  an  opinion  over 
the  province,  that  their  interest  is  better  than  mine,  and  till  the  Contrary  can  be  made  evident, 
by  the  signification  of  His  Maj'r".  pleasure,  on  the  matters  which  have  been  in  dispute.  If  this 
IS  done  in  the  manner  I  have  just  reason  to  hope  for,  I  make  no  doubt  of  meeting  a  new 
Assembly  with  satisfaction,  and  till  this  be  done,  I  must  have  the  mortification  to  see  His 
Maj"'*  service  daily  suffer  under  my  administration.  I  must  therefore  earnestly  beg  your 
Grace's  pardon,  for  my  pressing  dispatch  in  this  affair.  The  proofs  of  the  Assembly's  attempts 
to  take  the  whole  executive  power  of  Government  into  their  own  hands,  I  think  are  so  evident" 
from  their  publick  acts,  that  this  can  admit  of  no  doubt,  but  indeed  they  whom  I  charge  witii 
being  the  heads  of  the  faction  formed  in  this  province,  for  this  purpose  may  have  artifice 
enough  to  bring  the  part  which  they  act  into  dispute,  at  a  distance  from  this  place,  though 
there  be  no  man  in  this  province  who  has  any  knowledge  of  the  publick  affairs,  that  can  or 
does  make  the  least  doubt  of  Chief  Justice  Delancey's  being  the  head  of  the  present  faction. 
Your  Grace  knowes  that  it  may  be  difficult  to  bring  what  is  legal  proofs  of  such  kind  of  secret 
transactions,  but  at  the  same  time  they  may  be  attended  with  such  open  and  evident 
circumstances,  as  may  convince  any  indifferent  person,  more  than  can  be  done  by  the  deposition 
of  witnesses  to  particular  facts. 

I  must  beg  leave  further  to  observe  to  Your  Grace,  that  the  first  encroachments  on  the  Royal 
prerogative,  begun  under  M'  Hunter's  administration,  that  the  Assembly  took  advantage  of  the 
necessities  the  Administration  was  then  under  (by  the  war  with  France  and  an  expedition  then 
set  on  foot  in  America  against  Canada)  to  claim  a  right  of  appointing  their  own  Treasurer, 
and  refused  to  support  the  Govern'  unless  this  was  yelded  to  them.  M'  Hunter  struggled 
under  these  difficulties  for  four  years  from  1710  to  1714.  without  any  support,  in  hopes  that 
the  Ministry  would  think  it  incumbent  on  them  effectually  to  support  His  Maj'"  authority  and 
prerogative  in  his  Colonies,  but  after  all  was  not  only  forced  to  yeild  to  this  demand,  but 
likewise  to  consent  to  a  large  emission  of  paper  money,  which  remains  without  being  sunk  to 
this  day.  This  I  am  informed  w-ill  fully  appear  by  papers  remaining  in  the  Board  of  Trads 
Office.  Since  that  the  Assembly  have  laid  hold  of  every  opportunity  to  make  further 
encroachments,  when  the  Administration  happened  to  be  under  any  difficulties,  and  from 
which.  Governours  were  not  able  to  extricate  themselves  otherwise  than  by  the  gratifications 
to  the  prevailing  popular  factions,  and  by  giving  up  those  who  at  any  time  thought  it  tlieir 
duty  to  support  His  Maj'"  Authority  in  opposition  to  them.    This  has  been  so  often  done,  that 
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it  can  not  be  thought  strange,  that  so  few  at  this  time,  have  the  resolution  to  go  on  in  their 

duty,  under  such  discouragements  by  former  precedents. 

The   present  faction   laid   hold  of  the  many  difficulties  I  was  brought  under,  while  the 

expedition  wns  on  foot,  and  since,  to  carry  0*0  their  factious  attempts,  with  such  insolence,  that 

few  such  examples  have  been  known,  and  which  I  hope  will  convince  Your  Grace,  it  is  become 

absolutely  necessary   to  put  a  check  to   the   insolence  of  a  daring  faction,  by   a   powerful 

interposition  of  His  Maj"'  authority  and  that  without  this,  it  will  become  impracticable  for  me 

to  do  my  duty. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  duty  and  respect 

My  Lord  Duke 

Your  Graces  most  humbe  and 

most  obedient  servant. 

Fort  George  at  New  York  19.  March  17if.  (signed).        G.  Cunton. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 

I  New.Tork  Pipert,  (8.  P.  0.,)  XI.,  IM.  ] 

My  Lord  Duke. 

I  herewith  do  myself  the  honour,  to  transmit  ti  Your  Grace,  the  report  of  M'  Armstrong 
(late  Engeneer  for  this  place)  of  the  state  of  the  fortifications  in  this  province,  which  was 
made  soon  after  his  arrival ;  As  soon  as  I  had  certain  intelligence  of  the  peace  being  finally 
concluded  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  1  directed  M'  Armstrong  to  consider  of  every  thing  that  was 
necessary  to  be  done  for  fortifying  this  place  in  time  of  peace,  and  for  preserving  it  in  case  of 
any  future  war  (especially)  with  France,  and  his  negligence  in  obeying  my  verbal  directions, 
obliged  me  to  send  the  written  order  of  a?"*  of  March  1749.  of  which  1  transmit  a  copy  and  of 
his  aiiower  to  those  orders. 

I  shall  trouble  your  Grace  with  no  more  particulars,  then  to  tell  you,  that  on  my  acquainting 
him  I  was  going  up  to  Albany,  I  thought  it  would  be  a  very  convenient  opportunity  for  him  to 
take  a  view  of  the  fortifications  there  and  at  the  out-garrisons,  but  notwithstanding  this  friendly 
offer,  he  evaded  going  with  me,  under  pretence  of  his  want  of  heelth,  which  he  had  likewise 
before  pleaded  for  an  excuse  in  prolonging  his  journey  from  Boston  to  this  place  almost  four 
months  loitering  several  weeks  at  several  places  on  the  road,  which  in  great  measure  rendered 
His  Maj''"  intention  of  sending  him  here,  fruitless  though  at  a  great  and  dayly  expence  to  the 
Crown;  he  did  nothing  in  pursuance  of  my  repeated  orders,  but  behaved  with  the  greatest 
disrespect  to  my  person  and  Authority  and  left  the  province,  without  taking  any  notice  to  me, 
or  even  acquainting  me  that  he  had  leave,  though  his  instructions  were  to  follow  such  directions, 
as  I  should  think  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  province;  the  sickness  he  complained  of  I 
have  just  reasons  to  think,  was  procured  by  an  immoderate  pursuit  of  his  pleasures,  with  neglect 
of  his  duty. 
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M'  Eyre'  having,  in  his  return  from  Rattnn  stop'd  the  winter  season  in  this  place.  I  endeavoured 
ll'r  rr^"?"  knowledge  ««  an  Engineer,  to  make  up  the  losLf  M' Arm  trong's 
neglect,  and  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  his  report.— 

I  must  beg  leave  of  Your  Grace  humbly  to  represent,  that  as  it  appears  from  His  Maj...  order 

It  iTu         'V      '"'  °7''"""''^  ''''■  '•^"' ''  ^"«  -P-^^'^'  ^''»  '^-  province  sould  be 
at  the  charge  of  Gunners  and  gunpowder  and  all  other  necessaries  for  the  use  of  the  Artillery 

wh.ch  H,s  Mnj.  was  graciously  pleased  (at  a  considerable  expence  to  send  over  for  the  u  e  of 

th.s  province  and  the  expence  of  the  necessary  fortifications,  that  His  Maj'.  has  been  entirely 

d,sappo,nted  ,n  the.a  just  expectations  he  had  of  the  people  of  this  provLe,  cont  Ltl    o 

the.r  utmost  ab.hty  toward  so  necessary  expence  for  their  own  defence  and  s  curity.  a  d'h  t 

had  ,t  not  been,  that  His  Maj- naval  force  was  greatly  superior  to  that  of  the  LZyTe 

greaquantuy  of  Artillery  in  this  place  would  have  been  so  far  from  being  a  defence';  " 

that  .y  the  Enem.es  gett.ng  possesion  of  [it]  it  might  have  proved  of  the  highest  prejudic^ 

As  the  possesion  of  this  place  would  open  a  communication  between  Canada  and  the  Ocean. 

the  French  W'H  always  have  an  eye  upon  it,  and  it  is  of  the  moat  n.aterial  consequence,  to  the 

ecur.ty  of  all  the  other  Colonies  in  North  America,  and  for  preserving  the  depe'ndanc    of  all 

he  Ind.ans  on  the  Crown.  U  ,s  not  improbable  that  the  views  of  the  French  may  be  principally 

turned  upon  U.     And  if  they  by  any  means,  or  aruui  insinuations  should  alienate,  the  Indians 

from  our  interest  (which  at  this  present  they  are  industriously  endevouring  to  do.) 

As  my  hands  are  tied  up,  under  the  present  state  of  this  province,  of  which  I  have  in  a" 
particular  manner  informed  Your  Grace  in  my  former  letters,  I  can  do  nothing  for  His  Mai«^'' 
service  unless  I  undertake  it  at  my  own  private  expence.  which  I  am  in  no  capacity  to  do. 

The  Artillery,  the  carryages,  stores  and  all  the  fortifications  here,  and  at  the  out  Garrisons 
are  every  day  suffering,  and  must  in  a  little  time  be  rendered  entirely  useless,  while  it  is  not 
in  my  power  to  prevent  it,  since  the  Assembly  has  assumed  to  themselves  the  whole  direction 
of  all  military  matters,  as  well  as  civil. 

I  believe  M'  Eyre  can  give  so  full  information  relating  to  the  fortifications  and  Artillery  in 
this  place,  that  it  is  needless  for  me,  to  be  more  particular  on  this  head.  But  my  duty  obliges 
me  to  represent  to  Your  Grace,  that  as  the  times  of  war  unavoidably  draw  a  heavy  expence 
with  them,  by  the  emergencies  which  must  occurr.  it  seems  very  prudent,  to  put  the  places 
most  exposed  to  the  Enemy  in  a  posture  of  defence  in  time  of  peace.  And  if  I  may  be  allowed 
to  give  the  example  of  the  French  in  their  colonies  as  a  motive.  I  can  assure  Your  Grace  that 
they  neglect  nothing  at  this  time  for  this  purpose,  as  Your  Grace  may  perceive  from  the  papers 
I  have  transmitted,  particularly  an  intercepted  letter  of  a  French  Engineer  to  the  Governor 
of  Canada. 

I  beg  leave  likewise  to  observe,  that  though  it  be  very  just  and  natural  for  His  Majesty's 
Ministers  to  think,  that  the  people  in  this  Colony  will  do  every  thing  in  their  power,  to  preserve 
and  secure  themselves;  yet  in  reality  it  is  far  otherwise,  for  nothing  is  in  good  earnest 
thought  of.  but  the  forming  of  factions  in  the  Assembly,  and  of  converting  the  I'ubiick  money 
to  private  uses,  by  employing  persons  absolutely  ignorant  of  the  knowledge  requisite  for  the 

Lr^Eo  '       *''''""    "■""'  ""  ^""^"''"'  '"  ''''■    "«  "'"  "">  ••'"«'■'«"  -'-  '-J  -'  F-t  William 
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services  in  which,  they  are  employed,  but  are  only  fit  tools  Binong  the  people  for  factiaus 
purposes,  and  thus  the  publick  money  has  been  squandered  away  uselessly. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  this  and  many  other  things  of  which  I  have  been  under  a  necessity  to 
complain  to  Your  Griice,  and  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Trade,  may  be  easily  remedied,  by 
the  principal  Officers  of  the  Govern*  liaving  theiv-  salaries  independent  of  tlia  Assembly,  and  I 
must  with  humble  submission  say,  that  this  seems  to  me  so  essential  a  part  in  all  Govern" 
which  are  dependant  on  another,  and  of  itself  so  evidently  necessary  that  on  the  smalest 
reflection,  it  can  admit  of  no  dispute. 

At  the  same  time  My  Lord,  I  think  it  mj  humble  opinion  that  this  can  not  be  done  without 
the  aid  oi  Parliament,  because,  they  who  hive  got  the  poveer,  into  their  own  hands,  and  are 
fond  of  it,  can  not  be  expected  to  give  it  up  willingly. — 

There  have  been  duties  laid  in  this  province,  from  year  to  year,  andcontined  for  many  years, 
on  wine.  Rum,  and  other  We^t  India  commodities,  which,  by  the  continued  renewal  of  them 
appear  to  be  in  no  manner  prejudicial  to  the  trade  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  these  if  granted  by 
Parliament  will  be  sufficient  for  supporting  the  Civil  list  of  H^s  Maj's"  Govern'  in  \\m  Province. 
When  this  shall  be  do.ie  it  will  be  much  easier  for  f.  Goveinour  to  obtain  any  other  sums 
necessary,  for  any  extraordinary  service  than  it  is  now  to  obtain  the  common  support  of 
Govern*  ll  these  duties  were  made  genera'  over  all  the  Coionies,  they  could  be  in  no  shape, 
prejudicial  to  the  trade  of  this  Colony,  and  might  serve  as  a  Fund,  where  th«  Govern"  of  the 
Colonies  are  Eot  immediately  under  the  Crown,  fof  fortifying  the  most  exposed  frontiers,  and 
of  which  several  Colonies  refuse  to  contribute  their  proportions,  though  tiiey  protect  them 
because  they  are  not  immediately  exposed.  1  must  beg  Your  Graces  Pardon  lor  tlius 
presuming  to  give  my  sentimcits,  but  I  hope  the  ovidencc  it  carries  with  it,  of  its  being  for 
His  Maj'^'  service  will  excuse  me. 

I  am  with  the  very  greatect  of  Respect 
My  Lord  Duke 

Your  Grace's  most  obedient 
Fort  George  in  New  York  and  most  humble  servant 

26,  March  ] 750.  (signed).        G.  Cuntos. 

To  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 


Govemoi'  Clinton  to  the  Lords  of  Ttade. 

[  MtDkTork  Par  .1  nh.,  No.  M.  ] 

Fort  George  in  Now  York    , 
3*  AprUI  1760 

My  Lordi 

The  Assembly  of  this  Province  in  several  of  their  printed  papers  have  insinuated,  that  I  had 
converted  considerable  sums  of  the  publick  money  to  my  private  use  and  the  Faction  lias 
improved   those   iutimationi   in   the   minds  of  the   people   highly   to   the   prejudice   of  my 
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administration  of  h'ZVnJetTLT^^^^^^^  T  f  '"'""'  '""  '  '""'  "''°"  '"^^^'^^'^^ 
sum  by  him  paid  to  whom  3^1  as  c  nnT^  H  '"".'  ''"^'^'"^  ""'^"'^^'^  ^^^^^^ 
notwithstanding  the  orderJ::;:  oiLn  heL^'oTjl'T  J'^^T''  ^"«  P'^'^'  «"* 
and  again  repeated  [a«]  will  appear  by  the  ple^s  &  Certifi    *    T         I      '  '  '"'"'  ''"''  ''«"'" 

jeena^to     L  .a^^onit  :;':r:;i::^::T:.:r^i;:^^r:^^^^^^ 

one  week  less  and  not  have  been  obhged  to  catch  at  so  frivolous  and  evasive  excuses 
Ihe  Assemblys  Treasurers  behaviour  likewise  conlirms  me  in  an  opinion  which  I  bav.  f„r 

eonl.ngen    expenses  must  amount  to.  and  that  I   have  been  under  a  neces   ty  of  pavinTI 
considerable  part  out  of  my  own  private  money  "eciss.ty  of  paymg  a 

My  duty  obliges  me  to  pray  your  Lor.lships  to  consider  what  must  be   the  slate  of  His 
0rZ;:7Tm    '"  '7'"^"  "?  '■-  ^'-^  ^""  -^^  ---""^  -  aing,erth    g 

:^^i:::z:zj:'"''"  -^  ^^^"  "^  ^^'^'^^^^^-^ "-'  discourage;  „i«  Ma,y:r 

Vour  Lordships  .nust  certainly  perceive  that  it  is  impossible  for  n  (Governor    under  «u..h 
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Your  Lordships  will  easily  perceive  what  may  be  the  consequences,  and  this  I  hope  will 
excuse  me,  for  so  often  repeating  my  entreaties  to  your  Lordships,  to  take  the  state  of  this 
Province  into  your  considerations  and  which  by  its  example  greatly  affects  all  the  other 
Colonies.  I  think  that  I  may  the  r:ore  freely  do  this  because  I  am  persuaded  that  the 
Parliament  on  a  true  Representation  of  the  State  of  the  x  lantations  must  think  it  their  duty,  to 
make  the  royal  officers  less  dependant  on  the  Assemblies  in  the  Plantations  than  they  have 
hitherto  been  which  may  be  easily  done  by  granting  to  the  King  the  same  duties  and  imposts 
which  in  the  Plantations,  are  usually  granted  from  year  to  year,  for  support  of  Governm*  there 
I  am  with  the  greatest  Respect 
My  Lords 

Your  Lordships  most 

obedient  humble  Servant 
(sg"*)        G  Clinton 


V 


Govenwr  Clinton  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford.     . 

[  Ncw-Tork  Pupen,  (  S.  P.  0.)  XI.,  158.  ] 

My  Lord  Duke. 

The  Assembly  of  this  province  in  several  of  their  printed  papers  have  insinuate.'  that  I  had 
converted  considerable  sums  of  the  private  money  to  my  private  use,  and  the  faction  has 
improved  those  insinuations  in  the  minds  of  the  people  highly  to  the  prejudice  of  my 
Administration.  I  at  first  despised  this  piece  of  malice,  since  every  man,  acquainted  with  the 
method  of  issuing  my  money  from  the  Treasury  of  this  Province,  must  know  that  it  is 
impossible  for  me  to  do  so.  But  being  last  year  informed,  that  these  insinuations  were,  by  the 
artifices  of  malicious  ill-desigiii'ig  persons  carried  to  an  extravagant  height,  among  the  people 
in  England,  to  the  great  discredit  of  His  Maj'"  Govern"  in  his  plantations. 

1  thought  it  my  duty  to  put  this  matter  out  of  all  question,  by  ordering  the  Treasurer  to 
make  out  an  exact  account  of  all  money  receiv'd  or  paid  by  him,  since  I  took  upon  myself  the 
Administration  of  (Jovern'  in  this  province,  to  that  time,  specifying  particularly  every  sum  by 
him  paid,  to  whom,  for  what  service,  and  by  whose  order  the  same  was  paid;  but 
notwithstanding  this  order  was  given  to  him  on  the  U?'"  of  June  last,  and  the  same  since  again 
and  again  repeated  (as  will  appear  by  the  papers,  an<l  certificates  herewith  transmitted  )  I  have 
not,  n<  •  been  able  to  procure  the  least  account  of  the  disposition  of  the  publick  money,  thou'  it 
must  be  allowed,  that  if  his  accounts  were  regularly  kept,  he  might  have  been  able  to  have 
done   it,   in   a  week   or   less,   and   not   have   been    obliged  to   catch   at  so   frivolous    and 

evasive  excuses. 

I  am  airraid  my  Lord  that  many  will  think,  that  this  refusal  must  be  with  my  connivance,  and 
that  otherwise  no  Officer  dare  do  it,  but  if  the  incapacity  of  the  Attorney  General,  the  present 
Stale  of  the  Courts  of  Justice  in  this  province,  and  a  power  of  a  faction  be  consid.'red  (all 
which  I  have  mere  (>«rticiilarly  represented  on  former  occasions)  it  will  then  be  easily 
understood,  what  it  is  that  emboldens  this  Officer  to  behave  aa  he  has  done,  and  even  to  neglect 
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The  A8,e„,l,l/,  Trensurer',  behaviour  likewi.e  confirm,  me  In  an  opinion,  which  I  hive  for 
.omeume  en,er,a,„ed,  .hal  while  the  Oovernour  can  no,  command  oa.  "inglet  thinV  Jor  1 

taction  liave  It  la  their  power  to  malie  li.e  or  tile  publick  money,  to  .ervo  their  own 

coaiCnrij^-i  r:v::: JLX^^^^^^^^^ 

conungent  expence  .nu«t  amount  to,  and  that  I  have  been  under  a   necessity  of  payTnT^ 
considerable  part  out  of  my  own  private  money  ^        '^^  ^ 

My  duty  obliges  me  to  pray  Your  Grace  to  consider  what  must  be  the  state  of  His  Majesty's 
Goven,'  >n  th.s  I'rov.uce  when  the  King  can  not  command  a  single  farthing  for  th  sup  or  'of 
h,s  Officers  or  for  rewarding  any  service,  or  paying  an  expence  however  necessary.  wTe  a  bold 
and  msolent  faction  may  have  all  the  publick  money  in  this  province,  to  use  fb'hir  worst 
purposes  and  even  for  distressing,  and  discouraging  His  Maj.-  most  faithful  and  z  alou  s  rvan 

Your  Grace  must  certainly  perceive   that  it  is   impossible  for  a  Gavernour,  und        u  h" 
circumstances,  to  preserve  the  King's  authority  in  its  proper  dignity,  but  that  it  must  soon  f^Il 
into  contempt    i     the  usurpations  of  the  Assembly  cT,    the    prerogative  ( whereby   aTct 
assumes  te  whole  executive  powers  of  Govern')  be  not  vigorously'restrail.'d.  and  'some  m    , 
sensible  ot    he  weight  of  the  King's  displeasure,  and  others  encouraged,  who  have  endevou    d 
to  support  his  Authority,  against  such  a  daring  faction  endevoured 

Your  Grace  will  easily  perceive  what  may  be  the  consequences,  and  this  I  hope  will  excuse 
for  so  often  repeating  my  entreaties  to  Your  Grace,  to  take  the  state  of  this  provi  c"  il 
Your  consideration,  and  which  by  its  example  greatly  affects  all  the  other  Colonies- 1  thik 
that   I    may  the    more    freely  do    this,  because   I  am    persuaded  the  Parliament,  on  ate 
representation  of  te  State  of  the  Plantations,  must  think  it  their  duty,  to  make  tl  Ro  " 
OHcersless  depen  ant  on  the  Assemblies  in  the  Plantations,  than  they  have  lib     „  be  , 
wl.ic    may  be  easily  done,  by  the  granting  to  the  King  the  same  duties  and  impos  s.  wli  h     i 
the^Plantations.  are  usually  granted  from  year  to  year,  for  support  of  (Jovern-  there 

Your  Grace  will  likewise  perceive  what  little  regard  is  in  this  province  paid  to  His  Maj-^- 
orders,  by  the  papers  enclosed,  relating  to  Your  Grace's  order  of  3(4  May  1740  fo    an    no.     v 
.0  be  made  to  the  complaints  of  the  French,  on  account  of  four  ships  L  ug  t   „t         ^     /' 
after  the  cessation  of  Arms.  **  P""' 

I  hope  the  inclosed  papers  will  convince  Your  Grace  that  I  have  done  my  duty,  and  that  it  is 
0    in  my  power  in  the  present  circumstances  of  the  Administration  to  enfLce '„  pr  per     I  ,^^ 
.0  the  Kings  orders,  especially  in  the  want  of  a  proper  person  to  appear  for  theVi  ,g  i  f 
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Courts  of  Justice.     All  these  things  combine  to  shew,  the  necessity  there  is  of  giving  the  relief 

and  assistance  often  prayed  for.     I  am  with  great  duty  &  respect 

My  Lord 

Your  Grace's  nfost  obedient  and 

most  humble  servant. 

(signed).        G.  Clinton 


Fort  George  in  New  York 
3'^  April  1750. 


To  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 


y 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 

[  Now-Yor;  Paprre.  (  S.  P.  0. )  XI.,  163.  ] 

My  Lord. 

I  beg  leave  to  return  my  most  humble  thanks  for  the  honour  Your  Grace  does  me,  by  the 
assurancies,  you  give  me  in  your  letter  of  the  1"  of  NoV  last  of  all  proper  assistance  to  support 
the  Authority  put  into  my  hands  and  consequently  of  my  being  defended  from  any  unjust  or 
mnlicious  attacks  whatsoever. 

I  am  in  hopes,  before  this  time  Your  Grace  is  fully  apprised  of  the  injuries  I  personally 
receive  from  the  malice  of  a  Faction  headed  by  Chief  Justice  De  Lancey  and  how  much  His 
Miij"'  service  in  tiiis  province  suffers  thereby. 

The  faction  continues  still  buoyed  up  with  the  hopes  given  them  of  the  interest  which  their 
head  pretends  to  have  with  some  of  His  Majesty's  Ministers,  and  therefore  it  is  become 
necessary  that  His  Maj'J''  pieasur*-;  be  explicitly  signified  and  that  the  Authors  of  the  contempt 
of  His  Maj''"  Authority,  which  is  discovered  in  so  many  instances  be  made  sensible  of  the 
weight  of  His  Maj'"  displeasure.  Till  this  be  done  His  Maj""  loyal  subjects  and  faithful 
servants  in  this  province  must  be  under  great  discouragements  as  it  will  be  impracticable  for 
me  to  do  my  duty. 

Your  Grace  I  hope  will  excuse  any  impatience  I  show  to  have  relief  under  the  difficultyes 
which  benr  iiard  upon  me,  especially  when  I  am  confident,  that  a  proper  signification  of  His 
Maj""'  displeasure  on  the  daring  attempts  of  this  insolent  Faction  would  immediately  relieve  me. 

1  have  likewise  the  honour  of  Your  Graces  of  tlie  7""  of  December  last  inclosing  a  copy  of 
His  Maj'"  order  for  the  exchange  of  Indian  prisoners  the  original  of  which  is  to  be  sent  as  soon 
as  these  orders  shall  be  exchanged  for  similiar  ones  on  the  part  of  the  French  King.  In 
obedience  to  Your  CJrace's  commands  I  have  sent  orders  to  make  the  proper  inquiry  and 
preparations  for  the  exchange  pursuant  to  those  orders,  but  I  must  beg  leave  again  to  repeat 
what  I  before  represented  by  my  letter  of  3"*  inst:  that  I  have  not  one  farthing  of  money  nor 
can  command  any  out  of  the  Treasury  of  this  Colony  for  defraying  the  expence  of  this  service 
or  of  any  other  however  necessary.  I  do  myself  the  honour  to  subscribe  myself  with  all  duty 
and  respect  —  My  Lord  —  Your  Grace  s  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant 

New  York  9""  April  1750.  (signed)        G  Clinton 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  IJedford. 


V 


«. 


(Copy). 
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Sir.  Fort  George  4"'  April  1750. 

22  January  and  of  February,  which  I  laid  before  that  board,  the  result  of  which  was  wh-xt 
you  W.I  see  m  ™ine  of  S-^  inst:  I  also  proposed  to  them  your  requests  re  algt'o  the 
extraord-nary  expences  and  detriments  you  must  inevitably  meef  with  in  transacting  he   ndn 

nd    ns     It'c!!  '^'  ""''^  """'^''  ^"'  '''  P"^  '"^  ^°  ^•'°-  ''^'  '^'  been  among     : 

Indians,  but  could  procure  no  answer  upon  those  heads,  it  being  a  point  (as  I  suppose  thev 

thmk)  not  properly  within  their  cognizance,  but  rather  the  Assembly's',  and  hough  T.Tass  re 

you  S.r.  I  have  nothmg  more  at  heart,  than  your  welfare,  and  more  particularly    o  asr  nt 

ToTtl  ?T\''"''':''r  '''  ''"^'"'^^  ^^^  "'^'^  '''  strictest  jusUce  due  t'o  yl  as  T 
lose  the  Ind,ans  have  been  kept  from  deviating  from  their  Fidelity  and  alliance  to  us  .•  yc'  si^ 
as  .t  .s  .mpo8s.ble  for  me  to  meet  the  Assembly  (till  matters  are  come  to  a  determination  a 
home  w>th  the  M.n.stry,  relating  to  my  future  behaviour  towards  them,  which  I  Ze  wrote 
word  .  could  not.  before  I  had  received  their  instructions)  I  can  not  possibly  give  yo^ any 
pos.t.ve  answer  to  what  you  desire  of  me,  until  I  do  meet  them,  when  yo'u  mayVepend  TsS 
leave  no  endevours  or  methods  untaken,  to  shew  you  my  grateful  acknowledgement  of  your" 
services  to  His  Majesty  and  the  security  of  this  province.  ^ 

I  desire  you  will  be  very  particular,  in  relating  to  the  Indians  the  inclosed  order  of  His 
Maj^  for  exchangmg  of  Indian  prisoners  on  both  sides,  that  they  may  see  the  kind  care  & 
concern  H.s  Maj-r  has  for  them  even  as  a  father  for  His  own  Children,  and  that  he  does  ard 
always  will  esteem  them  as  such.  Tho'  this  order  was  sent  to  me  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
yet  It  can  not  be  put  in  execution,  till  the  counterpart  from  the  King  of  France  to  the  Governour 
of  Canada  arrives  which  is  daily  expected,  and  will  be  sent  me  by  the  very  first  opportunity, 
as  soon  as  I  receive  it.  you  shall  hear  further. 

I  shall  write  to  the  Govern'  of  Virginia  to  desire  him  to  s  .d  some  of  the  Sachims  from  liis 
Governs  to  meet  those  of  the  Mohawks  at  Albany  in  order  to  cemeut  a  piece  between  them 
and  the  Catawbas,  if  the  Mohawks  can  be  prevailed  upon  to  meet  them,  and  at  the  same  time 
inform  h,m  of  the  contents  of  His  Maj'r-  order  for  exchanging  of  Indian  prisoners,  if  he  has 
any  of  the  freuch  Indiaps,  taken  in  the  late  war  in  this  Government. 

I  am 

Sir 

n,    r^  u    1  ,  ^o*""  ^^'y  humble  servant 

To  Coll:  Johnson  ^    ^ 

O.  Clihton 


1-. 
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Owernor  Clinton  to  Colonel  Johuaon. 


(Copy). 


[New-York  Papere,  (8.  P.  O.,)  XI.,  W: ] 


Fort  George  S'"  April  1760. 


Sir. 

I  have  received  Your  letter  of  SS""  of  January  last,  wherein  you  mention,  that  most  of  the 
Indian?  of  both  Mohawk  Castles  are  determined  to  go  to  war  with  the  Catawbas,  and  are  to 
be  joined  by  great  numbers  of  their  Bretheren,  as  also  by  several  other  nations. 

The  Catawbas  I  suppose  to  be  one  of  the  Southern  nations  of  Indians,  who  together  with 
the  other  nations  to  the  westward  and  southward  as  far  as  the  River  Missisipi,  were  by  the 
Treaty  in  the  year  1740.  received  into  the  Covenant  chain  with  us,  and  the  six  nations,  and 
although  the  six  nations  seemed  at  first  to  insist  that  some  of  the  Sachims  of  those  Southern 
Indians  should  come  to  Albany,  yet  they  gave  up  that  point  and  concluded  a  firm  peace  with 
them,  as  appears  by  an  extract  of  this  treaty  enclosed,  which  I  would  have  you  represent 
to  them  in  the  strongest  light,  and  that  nothing  can  be  a  greater  violation  of  that  Treaty,  than 
their  now  going  to  war  with  the  Catawbas,  who  since  this  Treaty,  have  looked  upon  themselves 
and  still  do,  as  friends  to  the  six  nations,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  other  Southern  Indians 
united  in  one  common  alliance. 

If  you  find  nothing  will  restrain  them  from  this  war,  but  that  some  of  the  Southern  Sachims 
comeing  to  Albany,  to  desire  a  peace  of  the  six  nations;  I  would  have  you  propose  it  to  them, 
and  let  them  know,  that  I  will  write  to  the  GoV  of  Virginia  in  order  to  prevail  on  those 
nations  to  send  some  of  their  Sachims  thither,  as  sroon  as  conveniently  they  can,  &  that  in  the 
mean  time,  the  warriors  of  the  Six  nations  be  kept  at  home,  and  not  suftered  to  go  a  fighting 
against  the  Catawbas  or  any  other  Southern  Indians.     I  am 

Sir 

Your  very  humble  servant, 

To  Coll.  Johnson,  G.  Cl-nton 


Secrttai'y  Hill  to  Governor  Clinton. 

[  N««-Yotk  Enlrin,  D.  N.,  p.  31. 1 

To  the  Hon''"  George  Clinton  Esq™  Gov  :  of  N.  Y. 

Sir. 

My  Lords  Commiss"  for  Trade  and  Plantations  having  received  his  Maj's"  Commands  to 
prepare  Instructions  for  the  Commissarys,  nominated  to  treat  with  those  of  France,  upon  the  i 
several  points  i.i  dispute  betweext  the  two  Crowns  in  America,  I  am  directed  by  their  Lordfi"  i 
to  desire,  you  will  prepare  with  all  possible  dispatch,  the  most  exact  account  you  can  of  the  | 
limits  and  boundaries  of  the  province  under  your  (Jovern" ;  and  as  their  Lord'"'"  are  informed 
there  are  amongst  the  Records  of  New  York,  particularly  in  the  secretary's  Office,  several  ^ 
authentick  papers,  as  well  with  regard  to  the  limits  of  New  York,  as  to  those  of  His  Maj""  ' 
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other  Govern^  they  desire  you  will  cause  the  most  diligent  and  exact  search  to  be  m.^.  «n^ 
N.Hn'^  ^"/'l^  knowing  exactly  the  limits  and  extent  of  the  Country,  belonging  to  the  Five 

Their  LordPP.  have  been  informed  has  a  thorough  knowledge  in  that  particular!    I  am. 
■•■.,. .    .  Sir 

Whitehall  ^  ,    , 

Apr  13<''  1760  "^  '""^^  obedient  humble  serv' 

Tho-  Hill. 


— »»  »  II  » 


Gavei-nor  Clintofi  to  the  Lm-ds  of  Trade. 

[New-Tork  Papers,  HU.,  No.  S9.] 

My  Lords 

.rm"^!  l^'^'^f^'  "^Z"  ^"""^^^  ^^  *^"  '""'^'^'^  ^"P«"  ^'^'^^  '^^  G«^'  of  Canada,  under  feigned" 
artificial  pretences  keeps  the  English  and  Indian  Prisoners  still  in  Canada,  which  I  am 
persuaded  IS  done  with  a  design  to  lessen  the  esteem  the  five  Nations  of  Indians  have  of  th^ 
Engl.h  Strength  and  Power  in  respect  to  that  of  the  French  and  to  weaken  he  h  flue  ce 
the  English  have  hitherto  had  on  those  Indian  Nations  and  others  in  alliance  with  u  and  o 
withdraw  their  dependance  on  us  ^° 

This  proceeding  of  the  Governors  continuing  to  be  of  a  piece,  with  what  I  have  formerly 
informed  your  Lordsps  by  my  letters  of  the  29-  n.ay  and  24  Sept^  1749  confirms  my  olioj 

the  British  Trade,  among  the  numerous  nations  on  the  Continent  to  the  Westward  of  the 
English  Colonies  and  the  safety  of  those  Colonies  in  case  of  War  with  France,  effectulo 
support  those  nations  who  joined  ua  in  the  late  War  and  who  (as  appears  by  t  e  copy  m" 
J  hnsons  letter  inclosed)  are  at  this  time  in  danger  l,y  the  French  exciting  the  Indians  in 
a  ance  with  them  to  make  war  on  them  I  shall  do  all  in  my  power  on  this  occasion  B  s 
the  Assembly  of  t  is  Province  has  not  granted  a  single  farthing  for  a„v  exigences  whatsoeve 
and  If  be  allowed  to  judge  from  what  has  been  the  Practice  in  former  times  they  will  not  in 
all  probability  gran,  money  for  this  service  till  after  the  Indians  shall  be  actually  attacked  and 
thereby  any  assistance  we  tan  give  them  come  too  late 

Your  Lordships  will  observe,  from  the  Minutes  of  Council,  my  proposal,  in  case  the 
Mohawks  were  attacked,  that  they  should  be  supported  by  the  Militia,  of  the  Inhabitants  who 
are  intermixed  with  the  Mohawk  Settlements,  and  your  Lordships  will  perceive,  that  the 
Council  seem  to  be  ofopinion,  that  I  could  not  command  the  Militia,  without  the  Assistance 
of  an  Act  of  Assembly  for  that  purpose  I  was  advised  by  some  genllem.-n  of  the  Law,  that  as 
(.«  lower  of  the  Militia  is  undoubtedly  in  the  King,  every  power  necessary  for  the  exercise 
o(  that  Power  must  bo  likewise  necessarily  in  the  King,  but  as  the  Cheif  Justice  declares 

^  01,.  VL  ,j^ 
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himself  of  a  diffbrent  opinion  without  doubt  the  People  will  favor  the  opinion  which  increases 
their  own  power  and  therefore  I  thought  it  not  proper  to  subject  His  Majestys  Authority  to 
such  kind  of  dispute  at  this  time  However  as  the  Power  of  the  Militia  in  the  Plantations  may 
be  of  the  last  consequence  in  the  Plantations  it  must  require  your  Lordships  attention 

M'  Hamilton  in  his  letter  to  me,  thinks  the  Indian  Nations  on  the  River  Ohio  so  much 
attached  to  the  British  Interests,  that  he  seems  not  apprehensive  of  the  designs  of  the  French, 
but  I  think  by  our  situation  and  the  Correspondence  the  five  Nations  have  with  the  distant 
Nations  I  can  be  better  informed  than  he  can  be  and  certainly  the  French  will  keep  their 
designs  again^n  them  as  much,  a  secret  from  those  nations  as  tliey  can 

I  must  intreat  your  Lordships  serious  consideration  on  this  affair,  and  that  such  application 
be  made  to  the  Court  of  France,  as  shall  be  thought  proper  in  order  to  restrain  the  Governor 
in  these  attempts  inconsistent  with  the  Amity  so  lately  established  between  the  Crowns  of 
Great  Britain  and  France. 

I  have  communicated  the  Intelligence  I  have,  to  the  Governors  of  Pensylvania  &  Virginia, 
because  the  Indians  on  the  River  Ohio,  who  seem  to  be  in  most  immediate  danger,  are  by 
their  situation  nearest  to  those  Provinces  and  trade  immediately  with  them 

I  have  received  His  Matys  orders  for  the  Exchange  of  Prisoners,  which  I  shall  carry  into 
execution  with  all  convenient  Speed  and  Prudence  I  can 
I  am  with  the  greatest  Respect 
My  Lords 

Your  Ldps  mo  humble 

Fort  George  New  York  and  most  obedient  Serv« 

7'"  June  1750  (sg")         G  Clinton. 

P.  S  I  have  just  received  several  AtHJavits  from  Albany  to  contradict  that  part  of  Monsieur 

Jonqueres  letter  in  relation  to  the  French  Interpreter  &  the  French  Indian 

^  G.  C 


Marquis  de  la  Jonquieve  to  Lieutenant  Ooveruor  Fhips. 


[  New-York  Papere,  Uh.,  No.  93.  ] 
[TRANSLATED    FEOM   THE  FKENCU.] 


Quebe;;,  7  March,  1760. 


Sir, 


Since  1  have  entered  into  possession  of  the  general  government  which  the  King,  my  master, 
has  conferred  on  me,  I  have  felt  a  real  desire  to  procure  full  freedom  for  all  your  prisoners  who 
are  confmed  here.  My  sentiments  have  reached  your  Excellency,  to  whom  I  have  had  the 
honor  of  writing  several  letters,  as  well  as  to  M'  Clinton,  Governor  of  New  York.  I  had  every 
reason  to  hope  that  this  anxiety  on  my  part  would  greatly  contribute  to  excite  you  to  do  all  in 
your  power  to  procure  the  same  advantage  for  the  subjects  belonging  to  my  government,  for  the 
French  who  are  detained  among  the  Mohawks,  and  the  26  Abenakis  who  are  on  an  Island  in 
the  vicinity  of  Boston.     Nevertheless,  I  am  grieved  to  see  an  affair  of  this  importance  drag 


V 


LONDON  r.OOUMKNTS :     XXIX  rro 

Wllency  w.II  be  pleased  to  act  vvitl.  the  same  zeal  that  animates  me,  and  of  which  I  have 

Jo    ihose  26  IZkU  1  "r       /"•  '""  """'  '"'^  '''''^"  ^^  S""'^  "«  *«  '■"-"'-t«  the  search 
or  those  26  Abenakis,  of  whom  I  sent  you  the  list,  and  had  M.  Clinton  united  with  me  as  I 

H  onTst;  thi  r '° '°'  '""r"^'?  ^'"'  ^'"'  -''-  '^^  ^«"°^^«  «-^  y---  ti 'e  re;rt  l 

nZent  of  tie  sw    .  *^7^°"'^"*f .7^'^°"'   ''-"-tion  would    be  in  the  enjoyment,  at  this 

I    ould  not  S  r  dl  I      uT  "  ""  'T""'  ''^  """  "^'J*^^'^  °^  ^°^"  — ^  ■"  ^l-ir  treaty, 
i  could  not   Sir  dissemble  from  you  the  very  sincere  sympatiiy  I  feel  for  the  lot  these  Door 

people  have  te  misfortune  to  undergo,  and  for  which  I  should "^.ave  to  bl      e  mys    f  had 

contnbu  ed   thereto.     M.  Clinton.  I  am  forced  to  avow,  is  the  sole  ca,.e"f  it  'or  i,  d  he 

permitted  M.  Launiere,  the  interpreter  to  those  Abenakis,  to  execute  my  orde      t  It  nati  n 

would    be   as   quiet   as   it   is  now  infuriated,    and    which    they    will    continuT  to   L  until 

positively  informed  of  the  fate  of  their  brethren.     This  reason,  conjoined  to  t  e  des  ie  f  ee   fb 

the  preservation  of  peace  and  good  understanding,  induces  me  to  have  the  bono    to  send  to 

Indian,  to   whom       have  given  orders  to  make,   with  your  permission,  all   the  search  and 
qu.ries  imaginable  to  effect  the  discovery  of  those  Indians;  and  as  1  should   be"  r^  glad 

0    t  e  28"8t:L^.r  •=":;""""'^''^  '«  ^-''  «'^'  t'-  —  which  M.  Clinton  returned  to  m. 
on  the  28    8     last ;  this  is  the  more  necessary,  that  you  may  perceive  what  good  grounds  I  have 
to  complain,  and  to  make  use  of  every  means  to  recover  those  Abenakis. 
Mr.  Clinton,  who  never  spoke  to  me  of  those  Abenakis,  observes  to  me  • 

1.  1  hat  their  chiefs  have  imposed  on  me,  and  to  prove  it,  annexes  to  his  letter  that  which 
Colonel  Wendell,  of  Boston,  wrote  him. 

2.  That  the  interpreter,  M.  Launier,  with  the  Indian  who  was  accompanying  him,  satisfied  with 
the  reading  of  that  letter,  had  considered  that  he  could  dispense  with  going lo  Boston  tode^ver 
you  my  letter  agreeably  to  the  order  I  had  given  him  to  that  effect'      'would  hav     gre 2 

iTt'lA  k  "'°f '7""  '"'  ''''  ''^''^^'"'  effect,  but  I  observe,  on  the  contrary' 
t  a  the  Abenakis  are  firmly  resolved  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  recover  their  brethren,  wlfo 
ey  pers,  in  maintaining  with  much  firmness,  are  detained  on  an  island  in  the  vicinity  of 
Bo  ton.  Here  is  the  proof:  I-irst.  :ur.  de  Wendall  admits  in  the  letter  that,  at  the  beginning 
of  the  war,  t  ose  2G  Abenakis  were  in  a  fort  of  New  England  and  solicited  to  live  amo  ^  j 
Lnghsh  and  that  when  war  was  declared,  the  Indians  were  taken  to  Boston;  that  the  Indi  s 
were  to  have  been  sent  to  Casco  bay,  to  assist  at  the  treaty  of  peace  which  was  to  hav    been 

be  at  liberty  to  depart  whenever  they  pleased,  or  to  return  to  New  England.     But  Mr.  Wendall 
does  not  say  positively  that  these  Indians  had  really  gone  to  Casco.  still  less  that  they  wen 
home,  nor  even  what  had  become  of  them.  ^ 

In  the  second  place,  the  Abenakis  to  whom  I  have  communicated  this  letter,  have  made 
several  observations  to  me.  '  ^ 

First.  That  it  is  false  that  their  brethren  went  into  the  English  fort  with  the  intention  of 
ak  ng  refuge  there;  that  they  were  invited  to  go  there  to  trade,  and  that  in  violation  o    their 
confidence,  they  were  carried  by  force  to  Boston.     They  take  this  violence  much  to  heart. 
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Secondly.  That  they  are  informed  by  all  their  chiefs  who  assisted  at  the  treaty  of  Casco, 
that  their  brethren  were  not  present  at  it,  and  even  that  their  names  were  not  mentioned. 
This  fact  has  just  again  been  certified  to  me  by  a  Malacite  chief. 

Thirdly.  That  they  have  little  doubt  of  those  Abenakis  being  in  your  government, 
inasmuch  as  two  Indians,  who  have  lately  left  your  prisons  and  the  master  gunner  of  the  ship 
le  Vigilant,  have  affirmed  to  them  that  they  know  for  certain  that  said  Abenakis  continue  to  be 
detained  in  the  neighborhood  of  Boston.  Several  Frenchmen,  worthy  of  credit,  have  told  me 
the  same  thing. 

In  the  third  place,  what  irritates  the  Abenakis  most,  is  the  report  which  their  brother 
(who  accompanied  M.  Launiere  to  New  York)  made  to  them  of  the  bad  treatment  they  had 
experienced,  and  Mr.  Clinton's  obstinacy  in  not  permitting  them  to  --oceed  to  Boston. 

I  did  not  expect  such  a  refusal,  and  would  be  gratified  had  Mr.  Clinton,  so  far  from  preventing 
the  execution  of  my  orders,  added  his  authority  thereto;  particularly  as  they  tended  to  the 
common  good  of  the  subjects  of  New  France,  and  as  I  evinced  all  the  regard,  attention  and 
politeness  possible  for  the  officers  and  other  persons  who  have  come  into  my  government 
provided  with  one  of  his  passports.  But  according  to  the  account  which  M.  Launiere  has 
rendered  me,  whatever  exertions  he  made,  and  notwithstanding  he  was  willing  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  his  voyage  to  Boston,  Mr.  Clinton  constantly  opposed  it.  What  is  still  worse,  M. 
de  Launiere  having  by  orders  of  Mr.  Clinton  c  barked  with  his  Indian  on  board  a  sloop  for 
Grange,  the  sailors  ill-treated  that  Indian,  without  the  master  of  the  vessel  deigning  in  the 
least  to  prevent  it,  which  obliged  the  Indian  to  fly  across  the  forest.  His  journey  was 
accompanied  by  great  suffering,  and  he  was  not  found  without  a  great  deal  of  trouble. 

Such  a  proceeding  is  not  to  be  tolerated.  I  doubt  not  but  as  soon  as  I  have  informed  Mr. 
Clinton  of  it,  he  will  have  punishment  inflicted  on  those  sailors,  or  rather  on  the  master  of  the 
Bloop,  for  not  having  controlled  his  crew.  This  punishment  is  of  very  great  consequence, 
inasmuch  as  the  Abenaki  nation  may  avenge  the  insult  offered  to  their  brother,  and  it  is  my 
duty  to  tell  you,  that  when  the  Indian  was  near  his  village,  he  chanted  the  war  song,  and 
having  informed  the  Chief  of  his  adventure,  they  held  a  council  and  deliberated  on  detaching 
a  party  of  their  young  men  to  go  and  stab  a  Commissary  and  several  F.nglishmen  who  are  at 
the  Great  Carrying  place.  This  1  fortunately  prevented,  by  making  use  of  the  whole  of 
my  authority. 

Captain  Benjamin  Stoddart,  whom  Mr.  Clinton  has  sent  to  me  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners, 
arrived  in  town  days  ago.  I  had  a  long  conference  with  him  yesterday,  from  which  he 
must  perceive  how  charmed  1  would  have  been  to  conclude  that  exchange.  He  will  report  to 
you  the  reasons  that  prevented  my  doing  so;  they  are  the  same  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  to  you.  He  has  been  a  witness  of  the  representations  which  the  Malacite  made  me, 
and  of  what  M.  Launicr  told  me  respecting  Mr.  Clinton's  refusal.  I  have  given  orders  that 
the  deputy  be  furnished  with  ail  the  comforts  he  can  wish  for  in  my  government,  and  on  my 
part  I  will  show  him  all  the  politeness  1  owe  to  officers  who  represent  Your  Excellency.  He 
has  permission  to  see  your  prisoners,  both  English  and  Indians;  my  deputies  could  not  obtain 
the  same  facility.  I  flatter  myself  that  Mr.  Clinton  will  afford  it  to  M.  de  Beauhassin  whom 
I  have  expressly  ordered  to  visit  them  as  often  as  he  will  be  able.  I  write  on  this  subject  to 
Mr.  Clinton  and  my  letter  will  not  be  delivered  to  him  by  M.  de  Beaubassin  until  he  will 
have  had  the  honor  of  accomplishing  his  mission  to  Your  Excellency. 
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•  Jv.   T^  .  .  •'"'*  •'"^  '*""  ''°"°'"  '°  ''«'«"  t"  y°"'   ™»«t  convince  you  of  the 

.mposs,b.l.  y  I  labor  under  of  doing  anything  to  affect  the  opposition  of  the  Abenakis.  You 
W.I1  not  fail  to  deem  .t  just,  and  I  am  certain  that  you  will  put  everything  in  operation  to 
enable  me  to  afford  them  the  satisfaction  which  is  their  due.  -        «  i* 

It  is  in  this  confidence  that  I  dispatch  M.  de  Beaubassin  with  on  Abenaki  Chief.  I  have  the 
honor  to  request  you.  Sir,  to  be  pleased  to  afford  him  all  the  facilities  necessary  for  his 
succeedmg  to  discover  those  Abenakis,  according  as  I  have  prescribed  to  him.  I  doubt  not  but 
he  w.l  be  successful  ,n  findmg  them  ;  he  will  accompany  their  Chief  so  that  he  may  be  able  to 
speak  to  them  in  whatever  parfof  your  government  they  may  be.  Those  Indians  will  take 
such  course  as  they  please   being  free  and  independent,  and  it  will  be  sufficient  for  me  to  have 

Zon  "t        r"V    '^  t'T'^'"'  "'"  "■°"  ^"  ^™«  ^-«  ^-"  -^y  '«y"'  '0  the  French 

iTLtT  Z'  •  T''  '  rr  '"'""^  "'^"^«'  ''  S°  ^°"-'  y-  -'••  ^-e  the  goodness 
to  perm  t  them  to  do  so.  and  ,t  w.ll  be  sufficient  that  one  of  them  return  with  M.  de  Beaubassin 

to  report  to  the  Nation  that  his  Brethren  have  recovered  their  liberty,  or  preferred  to  remain 

•n  your  government.     Mr.  Clinton  will  be  able  at  the  same  time  to  forward  all  my  Frenchmen 

tl  gZ  r  "'  •'''",^"tr"'.  Z'  ''"^  "'^°  ^^^  '^'^^"'^'"^  •■»  ''^  •^-'^^  °^  '^^  Mohawks  T 
Ind  orTh  r'"^  '  T  '•  ''  """'"""  ^'"  ''^''''  "''■'  «"  '^'"g«"'=«  to  '"form  me  of  this 
and  of  the  place  agreed  upon  to  conclude  said  exchange,  and  I  will   immediately  dispatch 

of  rerezvouT"'"  '"  ^  '"   '"^"  '^"'  '"'^  """^  "^^'^  ^'^'^  ^"   «P^«^  '°  '^'  P'-"« 

For  the  rest,  Sir,  I  must  not  conceal  from  Your  Excellency  my  great  surprise,  that  a  party  of 
English  rraders  are  scattering  themselves  all  over  the  territory  belonging  to  my  government, 
who  distribute  their  goods  at  a  low  price  in  all  the  Indian  Villages  of  the  Upper  Country  within 
the  limits  0  the  King  of  France.  This  so  seriously  injures  the  trade  of  this  Colony  that  I 
cannot  avoid  reporting  the  matter  to  the  King  my  Master.  It  is  not  very  difficult  to  devine  the 
views  which  the  English  entertained  in  anticipating  all  the  wants  of  the  Indians.  It  is,  I  shall 
be  answered,  to  attract  them  to  themselves,  and  that  is  not  forbidden,  since  the  Nations  are 
not  dependent  on  any  Crown.  But  all  the  world  knows,  that  the  King  of  France  is  Master  of 
his  territory  as  much  as  the  King  of  England  is  over  his,  and  that  consequently  I  would  be 
wholly  justified  in  expelling  those  who  will  take  it  into  their  heads  to  establish  a  trade  there 
contrary  to  the  King's  Interest,  and  in  confiscating  their  goods.  Eh!  ought  I  not  to  do  it 
unhesitatingly,  since,  independent  of  motives  of  interest,  the  English  are  endeavoring  to 
debauch  the  Indians  and  inspire  them  with  feelings  of  hatred  towards  the  French 

You  will  be  astonished  to  hear  that  I  have  reason  to  complain.  1  have  the  proof  in  my 
possession  of  what  I  advance,  and  in  order  to  support  it,  feel  no  difficulty  in  transmitting 
annexed  hereunto,  copy  of  the  message  the  English  of  Chouaguen'  have  sent  among  all  the 
Nations.  1  he  English  taking  advantage  of  the  abundance  they  cause,  do  not  hesitate  to  tell 
those  Indians  above  board,  and  exhort  them  warmly  to  make  use  of  the  Tomahawk  which  I 
gave  them,  against  me  and  my  French  ;  they  accompany  these  messages  with  Belts  of 
Wampum  painted  red,  the  Calumet,  English  Flags,  &c.  The  whole  has  been  sent  to  me.  I 
showed  It  to  Mr.  Stoddart,  and  cannot  think  without  shuddering  that  malignity  has  been  pushed 
to  the  length  of  meditating  the  destruction  of  the  French. 

You  will  easily  perceive,  Sir,  that  I  cannot  hide  my  resentment  from  you;  it  is  not  so 
profound  as  you  will  suppose,  perhaps.     Well,  so  far  from  wishing  to  give  it  vent,  I,  on  the 

'  Oswego.  —  Ed. 
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contrary,  reiterate  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  desire  to  entertain  tiie  most  perfect  understanding 
witli  you,  and  the  subjects  of  your  government ;  that  so  far  from  injuring  them,  I  would  afford 
them,  in  all  cases,  any  assistance  that  would  depend  on  me. 

But  as  all  the  attempts  which  are  unadvisedly  made  to  induce  the  Indians  to  deatroy  the 
French,  might  occasion  some  untoward  event,  and  as,  besides,  it  would  be  unfortunate  were  I 
obliged  to  have  recourse  to  reprisals,  it  is  essential  that  Your  Excellency  punish  severely  the 
authors  of  said  messages,  and  forbid  by  law,  under  heavy  penalties,  all  Englishmen  belonging 
to  your  government,  going  on  the  territories  of  the  King  of  France,  to  trade  with  the  English 
residing  there.  On  my  side,  I  would  issue  a  similar  ordinance  against  any  of  the  subjects  of 
my  government  going  to  trade  on  your  territory,  and  have  it  published  in  every  one  of  my 
posts  and  settlements. 

I  see  no  means  more  sure  to  maintain  us  in  the  tranquillity  we  must  wish  for.  You  will 
confer  great  pleasure  on  me  by  sending  me  copy  of  the  law  you  will  issue  to  that  effect. 

This,  Sir,  is  a  very  long  letter.  I  could  not  dwell  too  fully  on  mattern  of  such  very 
great  importance. 

The  inventory  of  the  papers  of  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony  not  being  made  out,  I  cannot 
attend  to  the  arrangement  of  the  accounts  of  the  expense  which  has  been  incurred  for  the 
respective  prisoners. 

I  have  the  honor  to1)e  with  as  much  Esteem  as  Respect, 

Sir, 

Your  most  humble  and 

Most  obedient  Servant, 
(  Signed )         La  joNyuiEEK. 
A  true  copy,  compared  by  me 

Peter  De  Joncourt,  Interpreter. 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Marcpm  de  la  Jonquiere. 


[  New-York  Papcn,  Ilh.,  No.  98.  ] 

Fort  George  in  New  York 

7""  June  1760 
Sir 

I  was  exceedingly  surprized  with  your  letter  to  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts  Bay  a  copy 
of  which  has  been  transmitted  to  me.  Wherein  I  Pin  chriigtii.  ■vith  iiavi.sg  stopped  your 
Messenger,  and  an  Indian  which  you  sent  with  him,  la  liieir  way  to  Boston,  and  i^n  sending 
them  back  without  permitting  them  to  pursue  your  orders.  I  think  some  thing  more  was  due 
to  the  assurances  I  gave  you,  that  your  Messenger,  and  the  Indian  who  came  with  him,  were 
fully  satisfied  .with  the  account  Coll  Wendall  gave  them  of  the  2G  Indians  which  you  thought 
we!"  d»t!.'i,ed  prisoners  in  Boston.  They  not  only  declared  so  to  me  as  1  wrote  to  you  (the 
Intt'r[irt.,er  Laur'er  and  the  Indian  being  seperately  asked)  but  likewise  desired  to  return  to 
CciMuur.  .tssniodiately,  as  the  season  of  the  year  was  so  far  advanced,  that  they  were  afraid  of 
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be.ng  «topt  by  the  Ice  Of  thia  I  now  send  you  an  authentick  proof  on  the  oath  of  M'  Paw 
a  L,eutenant  of  U.e  K  ngs  Troop,  who  spoke  to  them  by  my  directions  and  in  my'relee' 
and  who  received  their  answers  and  reported  them  to  me      I  hid  n  f„«,  V     "^.^  f  ^"^"^^ 

AffiHnvito  r,f  ♦»,  .        ,^  e-xtellency   will    likewise    perce  ve   from    the 

nooa  '"this  case  by  which  he  has  abused  your  confidence  in  him  that  I  must  demand  that 

the  Am''rt  ,  "  Tu  """  "  "^'  "'^  P"^''^'^^  '^  -^  ^'--™g«'l  -"«t  te^dta  Breach 
the  Amity  establised  between  the  British  and  French  Nations 

It  must  likewise  give  me  some  dissatisfaction,  that  you  have  chosen  M'  Beaubassin  to  c.rrv 
your  despatches  across  the  Frontier  country  from  Albany  to  Boston.  A  person  w  known  o 
have  headed  the  Indian  parties,  which  committed  the  nLt  cruel  barbar  t  s.  n  th  last  W  r 
on  innocent  poor  people,  living  peaceably  in  their  own  houses.     The  sight       such  1  pel"  • 

r    cTT  Zh  "' ""'''°"  "  '':  '""'^  °'' ''"''  P^^«°"^  -*^°  '^-^  1-'  '•'-  dearest   e  at    ns 
Lhnst.ans,  I  dare  not  take  upon  me  to  answer  for  the  event,  should  he  go  among  the  Moh-xwk 
ndians  and  therefore  as  it  is  my  duty  to  guard  against  every  thing  that  may  occL  b  ^a^h 

of  tha    Am.ty.  between  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  and  France  which  I  am  desirous  to 
:;Xt  if"  ""  '""^'  ''"  ^°  ^"  ^'"''"^  '''  '^'-^^  '-^  "«  «^-d  ^e  fool  harTZgh 
I  am  sorry  that  I  must  complain  of  your  giving  me  so  much  ground  to  suspect  that  vour 
intentions  with  Respect  to  a  speedy  delivery  of  the  Prisoners  on'both  sid  s     re  n  t  s,  ch\s 
bote         r  M  "'  "'  ""^  — P-dant  to  the  sincere  desire  I  had.  t  at  the    Zet   o 
both  Nations  should  in  every  respect  (as  far  as  in  my  power)  enjoy  the  sweets  of  Pe^ e 

However  your  hxcelency  may  have  been  misled  by  the  falsehood  told  you  byLaunierel 
hope  you  win  effectually  remove  any  jealousies  which  those  Incidents  must  naturL  ^r  e  L 
making  the  Exchange  of  all  the  Prisoners  of  this  Governm'  who  are  in  yours.  blE'  "h  an  J 
dians.  with  the  French  Prisoners  in  this  Governm.  at  the  South  e'nd  o  Lake  Sa  « 
according  to  the  Agreement  entered  into  with  M'  Saunders  last  year.  As  soon  as  Tslal 
know  the  time  at  Which  you  shall  be  ready  to  deliver  the  English  and  Indian  Prsoner    a 

tteS^lcl      """""''"  ^°^^^"'"^"  '''''  ''  ''^'y  ^«  '^  ^^'^--d  "P  "t  the  sLe 

I  am  with  very  great  esteem  and  regard 

Your  Excellencys  mo  humble 

&  obedient  Servant 

8g"'        Geo:  Clinton 


;*i| 
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Governor  Hamilton  to  Governor  Clinton, 


[Ner  rorl  P»per»,  flh.,  No.  «6.] 


Philadelphia  31«  May  1760 


Sir 

I  forbore  answering  your  Excellencye  letter,  relating  to  Indian  Afiaira  by  the  last  post  m 
expectation  of  being  able  to  give  some  fresher  Intelligence  than  possibly  you  might  have 
received,  touching  the  Stato  of  affairs  among  the  Indians  at  Ohio  I  am  now  to  acquaint  you 
that  since  that  time,  I  have  two  accounts  from  thence,  by  persons  who  left  it  on  the  8""  &  IS*" 
of  this  month  both  agreeing  in  substance,  That  there  were  among  them  reports  of  hostile 
preparations  carrying  on  in  Canada  against  them  and  the  six  Nations,  but  that  the  matter  v.  s 
much  doubted  by  the  Indians,  some  giving  credit  to  it,  and  others  not  beleiving  a  word  of  the 
story ;  That  hov/ever  all  the  Indians  are  in  a  fighting  posture,  fearing  the  worst  and  will  keep 
themselves  so  :  And  upon  the  first  intelligence  of  the  French  coming  into  their  parts,  they  will 
go  out  from  their  towns  in  a  body,  and  by  parties  harrass  or  fight  them  in  their  march.  And 
that  as  all  the  Indians  there  are  hearty  very  numerous  and  agreeing  well  together,  it  is 
thought  that  this  summer  will  not  produce  any  disturbance 

I  am  very  sensible  tis  of  great  importance  to  the  British  Interest  in  general,  to  cherrish  and 
protect  the  Indians  in  our  Alliance  but  particularly  to  these  two  Provinces,  which  reap  such 
considerable  benefits  from  their  Trade,  and  for  that  reason  I  shall  ever  be  ready  to  afford  them 
all  the  Assistance  in  my  power,  when  regularly  demanded,  but  considering  that  they  are  as 
strictly  united  with  this  Government  as  with  any  other  on  the  Continent,  and  that  we  have  on 
all  occasions  acted  as  friendly  a  part  by  them,  it  is  natural  to  think  that  had  they  apprehended 
such  imminent  danger  as  is  set  forth  in  Coll  Johnsons  lettre  they  would  as  freely  have  applyed  to 
this  Government  for  Assistance,  as  to  that  of  New  York  and  by  Messengers  who  were  known 
to  be  of  consequence  with  them,  nothing  of  which  kind  having  been  done,  I  can  not  venture  to 
put  the  Province  to  a  considerable  expence,  without  receiving  some  stronger  evidence  of  the 
necessity  of  it,  tiiaii  Coll  Johnsons  letter  to  the  (iovernor  of  an  other  Province,  Neither  indeed 
do  I  think  the  people  under  my  care,  would  have  reason  to  be  pleased  with  such  a  conduct. 
I  shall  therefore  wait  some  time  in  expectation  of  hearing  from  them  on  this  subject,  and  when 
ever   they  require  it  in  a  proper  manner   shall  most  willingly  assist  them  to  the  e.itent  of 

my  power 

One  of  the  Traders  who  left  Ohio  on  the  IS*  Instant,  tells  me,  that  before  he  came  away  he 
heard  a  message  from  you  delivered  to  them  by  one  of  the  six  Nations  with  which  they  were 
extreemly  pleased 

I  expect  shortly  a  further  account  of  these  matters  from  my  Secretary,  who  has  been  now 
three  weeks  in  the  Woods  in  company  with  some  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  if  I  find  it 
worthy  of  your  notice  shall  not  fail  to  acquaint  you  with  it  as  soon  as  possible  — 

I  am  with  all  imaginable  Regard  Sir 

Your  KscellencyB  most  humble 

and  obedient  Servant 
liis  Excellency  Gov'  Clinton  •§*        James  Ha.milton 
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Affidavits  of  John  II  and  Qmevihve  Lydim. 

[  Plantatloiu  Oeper.1  P«pen^  XIV.,  { o. )  No.  46.  ] 

City  of  Albany,  ss.    John  Henry  Lydius  of  thp  snirl  r\u,  v    n    ■       ^     . 

Holy  Evangelist.,  of  Almifihty  God  mikHh  '  !fh    "'^^^'^J^^^sq-  being  duely  sworn  upon  the 

the  Mohawk  &  Caknawa.e    n^]h„   &  /^     ^     f  "'f  ""'  '^"^   "^'^^''^''y  ^eard  both  from 

Northward  of  Saragrga'  s        as  tt  R  Lk  Ro        'vTl  T"''  '''  ^^^"  ''''  ''''  '^'  ^and 

Rock  is  scituated  on  the'  Lak    Ch  m  hfn    boutT  '°m  ''^'°"«  ''  '""^  '^°"^"'^«  -^^'^^^ 

hath  he  ever  heard  of  any  other  Z^c^ledlh     • 'h  "     T  '"'"  ''"""  ^'''"''  -'^'^- 

word  &  tl..  name  of  a  Mohnwk   Indir     i      ^       ,  "'  '^°^'^°'  ^°^^°  ^«'"g  «  M°hawk 

Champlain  near  that  Rock      ngbrth:?)^.?  ''  ^'"  ^"^'^"^  ^"^^ '"  ^'^^  ^^^^ 

Mohawks  call  both  the  Rock  nifd  tt  Lk.  ^r       1  Tr*"""^''  ""'"  f™"  whence  the 

that  the  Lake  Champlain  is  ca     d  by  thrFrel.fMer  d      .    "  '''^''"""'  "''^  ^'^'''^  '^^  '^"°- 

and  this  Deponent  further  saith  that  L     nfs      ^  ,  ^ntb  d1  C '"^  "  "'^"  7  '"  ^'""^P'^'"' 

for  Land  five  Leagues  North  from  Cmwn  p  ■    ?^         a  Conveyance  from  the  Mohawks 

him  to  be  their  sofe.  LVu     Jp"  er  "7.1      f  f'^ '' /.''^"'^  ^'"•^-•^b  did  covenant  with 

the  purchase  n.ade 'by  Godfrty'^D  :'  'the  Je.  l^  Tj^r^"^"  'f  ''^'''  ''''''''' 
to  the  Rock  Rogeo;   And  he  ihis  Denonpnrt  .  commonly  esteemed  to  extend 

of  Indians  how  far  their  rU  of  'ni  '^""g  'T^^'-^'y  «°q«  ^ed  of  the  five  Nations 
assert  that  they  the  In  s  J  .efivrN?  ^'t"/ ''''• 'l'^''  '^""^^"  '''''''  ^'-^  ^'-^  ^ 
Bide  of  Cadarlkoui  R    er  but      so    o^l"     ,  K  ""''  "''  °"'^  ^°  '""^  '""'^  ^  *^^«  ^outh 

Lawrence  River  called  Te  c'^id^K  vi er/'lnd^  i,  :r"D':t'^tr'  1  ''r  '^'"'''  ''  '' 
heard  some  of  the   French   neonle  th.,....^      whilst  this  Deponent  lived  in  Canada  he  hath 

Lawrence  River  belon"e"o^U^^^^^^^^^^^  '"J"''^^  °"  '''  ««"'h  side  of  S.. 

that  the  Northern  branch  c^^  .1  oS  i've^e  v,  '  h  ""T"'  '"'"'"  ^""'  ''""'  ''«  -'^"  "^"^-^ 
Crown  Point  running  thro'  tl       W  "'rT  T""''  '"''^"^^  '"^"'^^  ^^-'^>  ^''«" 

Deponent  havin.  be^i  that  J  J^rrilllli'b::::::;::;^::^^  '-''  ^"""'"•^-  ''«  ^'"« 

Mon«'  De  I.achasslg  e      "    "^^ '^^^       Den,u..aux  (one  of  the  ( ...ulemen  that  had  accompanied 

sou.h  Side  Of ..  .i:i:z z^7::;:^:-:::t  z^th"- '"' '" '-'  °^  "■« 

John  H.  Lydus. 

Jacob.  C.  Ten  Eyck  mayor. 
City  of  Albany  gg. 

heard  that    he  Lnghsh  dauned  the  Landn  on  the  South  gide  of  8t.  Lawrence  River  „g!„r 

>  01..    \  I,  .^j, 


!(»*»»ff-^ 
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Northward  as  the  River  &  that  she  this  Deponent  hath  heard  several  of  the  French  people  in 
Canada  ovi^n  that  the  English  Right  did  extend  so  far.  And  this  Deponent  further  saith  that 
the  Settlements  on  the  North  side  of  St.  Lawrence  River  were  established  long  before  there 
were  any  Settlements  made  on  the  South  side  of  it. 

Genevieve  Mass^  Lydius 

Sworn  before  me  Jacob  C.  Ten  Eyck  Esq'  Mayor  of  the  s''  City  of  Albany  in  the  Province 
of  New  York  this  fifth  day  of  April  1750.  In  testimony  whereof  1  have  hereunto  set  my  hand 
Sc  caused  the  seal  of  the  s**  City  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Jacob  C.  Ten  Eyck,  Mayor. 


<■■»■■» 


Governoi'  Clinton  to  the  Duhe  of  Bedford. 

[  New  York  P»p«n  ( S.  p.  0. )  XI.,  106.  ] 

My  Lord  Duke. 

Your  Grace  will  perceive  by  the  inclosed  Papers,  that  the  Gov'  of  Canada,  under  feigned 
artificial  pretences,  keeps  the  English  and  Indian  prisoneis  still  in  Canada;  which  1  am 
persuaded  is  done,  with  design  to  lessen  the  esteem  the  Five  nations  of  Indians  have  of 
tiie  English  strength  and  power,  in  respect  to  that  of  the  French,  to  weaken  the  infiuence  the 
English  have  hitherto  had  on  those  Indian  niitions,  and  otiiers  in  alliance  with  us,  and  to 
withdraw  tlieir  dependance  on  us  — 

This  proceeding  of  the  Gov'  continuing  to  be  of  a  Piece,  with  what  I  formerly  informed 
Your  Grace  by  my  letters  of  29""  May  and  24""  Sept'  1749.  confirms  my  opinion  of  the  designs 
of  the  French  Governour.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  of  the  greatest  consequence  to  the  British 
trade,  among  the  numerous  nations  on  the  Contint-nt,  to  the  Westward  of  the  English  Colonies, 
and  the  safety  of  these  Colonies,  in  case  of  war  with  France,  effectually  to  support  those  nations, 
who  joined  us  in  the  late  war,  and  who  (as  appears  hy  the  copy  of  M'  Johnson's  letter  inclosed ) 
are  at  this  time  in  danger,  by  the  French  excileing  the  Indians,  in  alliance  with  them,  to  make 
war  on  them.  I  shall  do  all  in  my  power  on  this  occasion,  but  as  the  Assembly  of  this  province 
has  not  granted  a  single  farthing  lor  any  exigency  whatsoever,  and  if  I  be  allowed  to  judge 
from  what  has  been  the  practice  in  former  limes,  they  will  not  in  all  probability  grant  money 
for  this  service,  till  after  the  Indians  shall  be  actually  attacked,  and  thereby,  any  assistance  we 
con  give  them  come  too  late  — 

I  must  intreat  Your  Graces  serious  consideration  of  this  affair,  and  that  such  application  may 
be  made  to  the  Court  of  France,  as  shall  be  thought  proper,  in  order  to  restrain  the  French 
Gov'  in  these  attempts,  inconsistent  with  the  Amity  so  lately  established  between  the  Crowns 
of  Great  llritain  &  France. 

I  have  communicated  the  intelligence  I  have,  to  the  Governours,  of  FVnsylvania  nnd  Virginia, 
because  the  Indians  on  the  River  Ohio,  who  seem  to  be  most  in  immediate  danger,  are  by  their 
siluiition  nearest  to  those  Provinces,  and  trade  immediately  with  them. 
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Your  Grace's  most  humble 

and  most  obedient  servant 
(signed).        G.  CuNTON. 


Fort  George  in  New  ^ork 
7""  June  1750. 


To  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  DuTce  of  Bedford. 

My  Lord  [Now. York  P.pe«,  (8.  P.  O. )  XI.,  177.  ] 

As  a  late  unhappy  accident  has  occasioned  a  great  deal  of  AWocnr..   i  u      , 
Your  Grace  how  J  ,ake  it  to  be.     The  Grayhoum    M  1  „f  W  '     ^"^  '''"'  '°  "'=''"«•"* 

iruention  of  bringing  her  too.  she  having  a  ZgeePl'Xil^^^^^  '^  "'^  ""^'  "'''  "" 
in  the  vessel,  so  that  she  expired  a  fewlnrs  ^^^^::^T^^r  7"'"" 
Coll :  Rickitts  of  the  Jersevs  a  hnf  h^wl  .,l  ,    i  seems,  belongs  to  one 

he  put  off  from  our  w     rf    'h"t  hi  wo'.  T"^  "'""'  '"''  '  '^'"  ''''''^'"^  ^^^'-^^  »^««ore 

which  in  all  probabUi  ;  ii  :LL  To  1  T".-  "  ''''i;'""'  '"  ''^'*'^"^''  °'  "^«  "--f--. 
excused  him.  b^ut  the  d;fytl:e::as:;n^;^r;;:::•^^^  -^^^.  who    had 

it  to  be  Coll:  Uickitt's  vessel    ind  thp  Phi  r  t  .  """''  P'^"*^""'.  «»  knowing 

"i.n;  tho'  His  May./p;::::::ett  ^^e'p:7:rt::,"r 

Maj-  ships  of  war.  had  not  been  so  clear  ^x  re  ed  ^T  tlnk^t""  'r'"'"f  "'''"'  "" 
my  commission,  yet  in  the  nres..„f  .,..       ^  "^  *  ""nk  it  is  in  the  inclosed  clause  of 

to  have  interposed    o   a  l:,:;:^^^^  '  '  '""  '"^^  '^''"«"'  ''  ^^  '^"^y 

iives  and  reputation  of  person  :jd|y'i"Hir:C  """''"':"'  ^''"""^''  ""''  '""^  ^^« 
artfully  excited  to  tumutuous  or  violetn  I  t^  ''"  ''*'  ""'  ''"P"««*'^  ^^  P''«Pl« 

«o  many  proofs  of  their   I     g^:  ,         Pi     i'^'     '  ^  '""'^  "  ''"•^'""'  ""'•'^"  "-^'-" 

the   affections  of  the  peopTfro.         1  •'',   '  V''      '"'^''  ''' '''^^ 

necessary  on  this  occsir,re      sl^^^^  '""'""^''  "'"'^'^  """•  ""^   '  ' "^   ' 

that  M'  Oliver  Delancey  C   i  f  Zti  1        "'  T  ?"""'  ''""  ^"^'^  ''"»'  '  ■•""  ''"•™' 

n".o„g  the  lower  rank  o'  p^ /^^         .^^^^^  °P-'>'-;'^  in  all  companyes.  and 

than  to  send  a  copy  of  that  CUuJvTk  '    However  I  have  done  nothing  more 

printedforthesatl:  i  :  r     :     .  :   ^:,:^l^^^  "■"'  "^-^'^  -  »"'-  if  to  be 

in>bihed;   and  V  am  resolved  .o  d:Z    j.  "      M.^ZT  rj^T^"^";  7"'"  '""^  '""^  "'- 
8hall   think  proper,  alter  havin..  ..iv....  t  .  '^  "^"''K*"'  *"  «"  »"  "«  l'"*y 

...  .„„„  ,„.,„:;  „;  ..,„;,:7,;z. «:.:„;:-  „tr;;;„:t:,f  - "- »"  ^'  ".-'-^  r, j 

1  an,  U.C  Il™„ur  to  l,„  „i,|,  u,.  g,.„t«  „r  re.p..ci;,„f  duly- 

My  Lord 

Your  Graces  most  obedient  and 

New  York  12.  .Tune  1750.  '"""^  humble  servant 

(signed).        G.  Clinton. 
His  Grace  Duke  of  JJedford  one  of  Hi,  Majesty's  principal  Secretarye's  of  Estate. 
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1  .^^t&ay^^- 


Captain  Roddam  to  Chief  Justice  Ddancey. 

[New-York  P»per»,  (8.  P.  O.)  XI.,  178.] 

Sir. 

I  am  as  sorry  for  the  unhappy  accident  by  a  shot  from  His  Maj'>'  ship  the  Grayhound  as  you 
or  any  other  can  be,  I  have  ordered  the  Officer  wlio  commanded  on  board  at  that  time  to  be 
put  under  an  arrest,  that  he  may  be  brought  to  a  tryall,  according  to  the  Laws  and  discipline 
of  His  Maj'>'  navy,  but  1  must  compiaine,  that  the  Gunner's  mate  (as  I  am  informed  by  the 
purser  of  the  Greyhound)  whom  I  sent  on  shore  to  give  evidence  at  the  Coroners  inquest,  is 
committed  to  Jail  by  your  Warrent.  This  may  affect  the  discipline,  on  Board  His  Majv  ships 
and  every  officer's  authority,  in  such  a  manner  as  You  must  be  sensible  of  it;  I  must  therefore 
desire,  that  he  be  immediately  released,  and  if  you  or  any  other  person,  give  me  information  of 
any  offence  that  the  mate  has  committed,  he  shall  be  brought  to  a  tryall  for  the  same  according 
to  the  laws  and  rules  of  His  Maj""  navy,  and  for  your  further  information  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a 
Clause  in  His  Maj'>'  Commission  to  the  Governour  of  this  province  relating  to  offences 
committed  on  board  His  Maj'-"'  ships  of  warr  —  I  must.  Sir,  begg  your  answer  spedily  to  this,  am 

Sir 

Your  very  humble  servant 

a  true  copy  Rob'  Roddam 

June  the  S'*'  1750 

To  the  Honb'*  James  Delancey  Esq' 

The  second  letter  I  delivered  to  Justice  Delancey  his  answer  was  that  he  could  not  deliver 
up  the  Gunner's  mate  upon  a  bear  letter  from  the  Capt",  that  the  man  was  committed  regularly 

and  would  consider  whither  it  was  proper  to  give  him  an  answer  or  not. 

In"  Liohtburne 
June  the  9""  1760.  at  8  iu  the  evening 
a  true  copy. 


<  ii  »  «i  » 


Chief  JuMice  Delancey  to  Captain  lioddam. 

[Naw-Tork  P*p«n,  (B.  P.  O.)  XL,  ITS.] 

Sir. 

I  received  Your  Letter  Yesterday  Evn«  and  for  your  Information  will  acquaint  you  that 
upon  complaint  made  to  me  by  Coll :  Uicketts,  that  as  he  was  sailing  in  his  pleasure  boat  with 
his  wife  and  family,  being  between  Nutten  Island  and  the  great  Battery  his  maid  servant  was 
killed  by  a  shott  fired  from  on  Board  His  Maj''*  ship  Greyhound  :  and  your  Gunner's  mate  having 
on  his  examination  before  the  Coroner  of  this  City  and  County  confessed,  that  he  fired  the 
gun  (  thought  myself  obliged  to  sign  a  warrent  to  commit  him  to  Jail,  in  doii.g  this  1  am 
perswaded  1  discharged  the  duty  of  my  office 


I  am — Sir 


New  York  Q'"  June  1760. 
a  true  copy. 


Your  very  humble  servant 

Jamks  Dblancky. 


To  Uob'  Roddam  Ksq'  Capt"  of  H.  M's  Siiip  Greyhound. 
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Captain  Moddam  to  Chief  Justice  Ddancey. 

[  New-Tork  Pap«B,  {  8.  P.  0. )  XI.,  ITS.  ] 

Sir. 

your  warrent  was  ,ssued  and  the  Gunner's  mate  commftted  to  Jail  by  irtu  of  at  warre  * 
before  I  had  the  opportunity  of  informing  you  of  the  clause  in  His  Lrcomm Us  oMo  His 
Gover'  of  th.s  Provmce.  therefore  I  must  e.pect  and  demand  that  you  delive^ up "o  me  fhe 

p..ant  to  the  dLLs  Lt^d  :iL:z  zi^^^iz^z^j^j^z 

artu^Ies  of  war  and  Statutes  made  for  that  purpose,  for  the  observance  of  His  M^ZTy- 
Greyhound  New  York  June  the  Q'"  1760.  „     .  ^^ 

a  true  copy  ^°^   Roddam 

To  the  Hon""  James  Delancey  Esq : 


Chief  Justice  Delancey  to  Captain  Rohert  Itoddam. 


Sir. 


[New-Tork  P.p*™.  (8.  p.  o.)  XI.,  lis.] 


I  received  Your  letter  of  the  9'^  i„st  at  night,  the  next  day  was  sunday  and  I  could  not  see 
the  Coroner  .1.  yesterday's  evening :  The  morning  being  foul  I  did  not  go  to  town  MM  e" 
afternoon;  Upon  my  sending  to  the  Coroner  he  shou'd  me  the  inquisition  taken  befbim 
by  which  I  find  Your  Gunners  mate  is  charged  with  the  murder  of  Kliz-^  Stibben  com  ni  "d' 
wit  in  the  city  and  County  of  New  York  and  therefore  I  can  not  now  comply  with  yo  irZa,  d 
to  deliver  up  to  you.  your  Gunner's  mate,  but  must  lett  him  remain  to  ,e  delivered  by  a  e 
course  of  Law.  I  am  sorry  this  accident  has  given  you  so  much  trouble,  it  is  li  e  to  give  i  e 
n  0  e.  as  It  is  a  case  of  great  consequence  and  requires  great  consideration,  it  sha  1  me'etwi  , 
all  the  attention  in  every  circumstance  of  it.  that  the  case  deserves  from 

New  York  1  a"- June  1760.  ^"^  v  ,       ,, 

„  ,  lour  most  humb  e  servant 

a  true  copy.  ^ivam, 

James  Delancey. 
To  Ilob'  Uoddam  Esq'" 
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Governor  Clinton  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 

I  New-Tork  Pspen,  (  8.  P.  0.)  XI.i  IM.  ] 

My  Lord  Duke. 

As  a  small  vessel  with  a  pendant  flying  was  passing  the  Greyhound,  with  a  brisk  gale  of 
wind,  the  Commanding  Officer  on  board  (in  the  absence  of  the  Capt")  endevoured  to  bring 
her  to,  by  firing  two  several  shot,  at  some  distance  of  time,  the  last  of  which  unhappily  killed 
a  woman  on  board  the  Vessel.  This  made  a  great  noise  in  the  Town,  of  which  the  Faction 
endevoured  to  take  advantage  to  my  prejudice,  as  Capt"  Roddam,  the  Commander  of  the 
Greyhound,  is  my  son  in  Law.  A  number  of  them  met  at  a  Tavern,  where  the  heads  of 
the  Faction,  have  usually  made  their  rendezvous,  and  M'  Chief  Justice  Delancey  among  them, 
where  they  stay'd  the  whole  night,  as  I  am  informed,  and  I  believe  truly,  to  consult,  how  to 
make  the  best  use  of  this  incident  for  encreasing  and  confirming  their  popularity.  The 
Coroner's  inquest  being  met,  the  next  day  Capt"  Roddam  at  their  desire,  ordered  several  of  his 
men  on  shore  to  give  such  i'lformation  as  should  be  asked  of  them,  and  to  convince  the  people 
of  the  Town,  that  he  had  not  the  least  inclination  to  screen  the  person,  who  gave  the  OfTence, 
from  Justice,  he  immediately  put  the  Lieut"'  who  commanded  at  that  time  under  an  arrest. 

The  Gunner's  mate  was  one  of  them  who  went  on  shore,  and  informed  the  inquest  (as  I  am 
told)  that  the  Lieut*  pointed  the  Gun,  and  that  he  by  the  Lieu"  order,  put  the  match  to  it. 
On  which  the  inquest  found  the  Gunner's  mate  guilty  of  willful  murder;  The  Chief  Justice 
committed  him  to  Gaol,  for  murder,  but  before  he  had  seen  the  Coroner's  inquest,  as  appears 
by  his  letter  to  Capt"  Roddam,  of  the  12""  inst: — Capt"  Roddam  being  informed  of  it,  desired 
by  three  several  letters  that  His  Gunner's  mate  might  be  delivered  up  to  him,  that  he  being 
actually  in  His  Maj'^"  pay  and  service,  if  charged  with  any  offence  committed  on  board  His 
Mnj*'"  ship,  might  be  tryed  according  to  the  Laws  and  Statutes  made  for  that  purpose.  Capt" 
Roddam  inclosed  in  his  first  letter,  a  copy  ( from  the  Records  of  this  province )  of  a  clause  in  his 
Maj*''  Commission  to  the  Gov'  of  this  province,  whereby  all  offences,  committed  on  board 
His  Maj'*'*  ships,  are  exempted  from  the  common  Jurisdiction  of  this  province,  and  directs  in 
what  manner  they  shall  by  tryed,  notwithstanding  of  which  the  Chief  Justice  refused  to 
release  or  deliver  up  the  Gunner's  mate. 

I  have  done  nothing  further  in  this  affair,  than  to  order  the  Attorney  General  to  be  served 
with  a  copy  of  this  clause,  and  that  it  be  printed  in  one  of  the  news  papers,  to  quiet  the  minds 
of  the  people,  who  were  exasperated  by  the  clamours  of  the  Cabal. 

This  is  a  short  and  true  account  of  the  facts  so  far  as  they  have  come  to  my  knowledge  and 
on  which  I  beg  leave  to  make  the  inclosed  observations.  —  I  am  with  the  greatest  respect — 

My  Lord  Duke 

Your  Graces  most  humble  and 

most  obedient  servant 

Fort  George  in  New  York  12.  June  1750.  (signed).        G.  Cunton. 

To  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 
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I  do  myself  the  honour  of  sending  what  has  since  passed,  since  my  last  between  Cant 
Roddam,  Chief  Justice  Delancey  and  the  Att :  Gen'  •       ^«  ^7  'ast  between  Capt 

I  am  with  all  Duty 

Fort  George  New  York  ^""^  ""■''"''  """'l  °''tf  "^ 

3""  Aug:  1750.  humble  servant. 

(signed).        G  Ci^inton. 


Governor  Clinton^,  Ohervatwne  on  Ohkf  Justke  Dehncey^a  leUvumr. 

(Duplicate).  [I^<"'-TorkP.p,r^(8.P.O.)XI.,19T.] 

ObservaUons  on  the  Chief  Justice's  behaviour,  on  account  of  a  late  unhappy 
accident,  humbly  submitted  to  Your  Grace.  ^ 

First  His  Maj.^'.  Commission,  to  the  Governour  of  this  province,  is  constantly  published  on 

ItTth    f""r;     "7":  •  ^^  '"  '^'""^  ^''"'"'«^^"  "P°"  h*--  -^  -  nkewlse  p' t'       Reor 
I    .8  the  foundafon  of  all  authority  in  this  Province,  whereby  the  Judges  ex  Offido    and  all" 

other  persons  are  obliged  to  take  noticeof  it,  and  cannot  plead  ^gnorance'of  any  l^^;.::^:l 

It  can  not  be  doubted  but  that  His  Mnj-r,  by  his  prerogative  has  power  to  declare  the  extent 
of  all  junsd.ct.ons  in  America,  to  fix  the  limits  and  bounds  of  them      The  stream  of  H-.h!! 
river  is  t  e  limit  of  Jurisdiction  between  New  York  and  New  Jersey      ^G^lt:  I 
ndmg  ,n  the  «  rean,  o  that  river,  when  this  accident  happened,  by  a  shot  from  that       p      ,T 
rue  however  that  Coll:  Montgomerie.  formerly  Gover^of  this  place,  erected  the  Town  of  N    v 
1  ork.  into  a  Cuy  and  Coun.y,  and  extended  their  Jurisdiction  to  the  West  side  of  Hudson   riv,^ 
opposite  to  the  Tov.-n   which  was  afterwards  confirmed  to  them  by  act  of  Assembly,  but  Lie 
same  chnuse  was  ,n  CJoven.  Mon.gomories  Commission,  exempting  all  oflences  c    iin  i  te  1 
board  H,s  Maj.,-  ships.  ,t  is  thought  that  no  power  of  jurisdiction    granted  by  virtue  of    l" 
Commission,  can  give  cognizance  of  offences  committed  on  the  waterfand  on  board  any  of  His 

I'lil)  '     8illl)8— -"  '' 

His  Mai'>.  ships  of  war  are  (as  it  is  presumed)  sent  over  to  the  Colonies,  not  only  for  their 
defence  but  1.  ewse  for  the  support  of  His  Maj-  Authority,  in  cases  where  their  assi  v    ,ce 
may  be  wanted,  and  for  the  more  eflectual  putting  the  laws  relating  to  trade  in  eZut io      T 
wh.ch  purpose  the  Commanders  of  His  Maj.'-  ships  of  war  in  the  Colonies,   usually  have 
instrucfons ;   ,n  consequence  of  which,  it  has  been  customary,  for  His  Maj-..  ships  I       , 
essells.  under  sa.I.  by  hruig.  when  it  was  thought  proper,  to  search  them  on  suspicion  of  illici 
trade,  neither  can  such  trade  in  many  cases,  be  otherwise  prevented 

I  nm  persuaded  that  not  the  least  evidence  was  or  can  be  given  that  the  Commanding  Ofli.-er 
on  board  the  Creyhound  or  any  other  person  on  board  that  ship  had  any  nalice.  or  ilf  will  to 

great  friendship  and  infmacy  between  the  Gentleman  to  whom  the  vessel  belonged  and  \l'  How 
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the  Commanding  officer  then  on  board,  as  I  am  informed,  and  as  to  the  Gunners  mate,  it 
appears  from  the  evidence  given  on  the  Coroners  inquest,  that  as  he  did  not  point  the  gun,  he 
could  not  tell  how  near  or  far  from  that  vessel  it  was  pointed,  and  that  ho  put  the  match  to  it, 
after  he  had  received  his  superior  officers  command  for  so  doing. 

Since  the  Coroners  inquest  has  found  the  Gunner's  mate  (under  these  circumstances)  guilty 
of  Willful  murder,  it  shews  the  disposition  of  Juries  in  this  province  with  respect;  to  persons 
employed  in  His  Maj'J-"  service,  on  board  his  ships  of  War,  and  that  if  they  are  to  be  subjected 
to  the  ordinary  jurisdiction  on  shore,  all  military  discipline  and  authority  of  the  Officers  on 
board  must  be  dissolved. 

The  present  Chief  Justice  pretends  to  hold  his  Commission,  during  good  behaviour,  and  that 
he  can  not  be  removed  but  by  being  found  guilty  of  misbehaviour,  in  due  course  of  Law,  now 
be  pleased  to  suppose,  he  in  the  present  case  be  thouglit  guilty  of  misbehaviour,  in  open 
contempt  of  His  Mnj'^'  Commission  and  prerogative,  yet  it  seems  no  way  probable,  that  a  Jury 
of  this  Country,  would  find  him  guilty,  much  less,  as  he  sits  himself  at  the  head  of  a  popular 
Faction,  in  opposition  to  the  Administration,  with  a  design  to  weaken  His  Maj«'''  Authority 
and  to  encourage  those  principles,  which  derive  ail  orders  and  directions  to  the  Militia,  as  well 
as  otherwise  from  the  representatives  of  the  People  in  Assembly,  as  will  in  some  measure 
appear  from  the  minutes  of  Council  of  22°"»  May  last,  where  the  advice  of  Council  was 
principally  directed  by  the  opinion  of  the  Chief  Justice  and  M'  Murray,  the  only  two  Lawyers 
at  the  Council  table,  viz :  That  the  King  cannot  execute  his  power  of  the  Militia  otherwise, 
than  by  some  act  of  Assembly  for  putting  it  in  execution.  When  such  notions  are  instilled 
into  the  minds  of  the  people,  that  the  executing  any  power,  unless  it  be  enforced  by  their 
consent,  is  frvouring  despotick  principles,  and  destructive  of  the  liberty  of  English  subjects, 
thereby  to  render  His  Maj"''  Officers  odious  to  the  people  in  the  performing  their  duty. 

In  case  a  Chief  Justice  takes  it  in  his  head  to  extend  his  Jurisdictions  to  places,  persons  or 
offences  exempted  from  his  jurisdiction,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  a  Governour  in  the  present 
situation  of  affairs  to  restrain  him,  without  endengering  the  peace  of  the  province,  and  of 
throwing  all  into  confusion. 

When  these  things,  and  some  others  which  1  have  had  the  honour  formerly  to  represen*  are 
considered,  I  am  humbly  of  opinion  that  the  present  case  will  deserve  Your  Grac"'-  -r^rious 
attention — I  am  with  the  greatest  respect 

My  Lord  Duke 

Your  Graces  most  humble  and 

most  obedient  servant 

New  York  12.  June  1750.  (signed)         G.  Clinton. 


Goveriior  Clinton  to  the  Lords  of  7'rade. 

tN«w-York  P»per«,  Hb.,  No.  OT.] 

My  I^ords 

In  March  last  M'  Golden  transmitted  to  Governor  Shirley  (at  his  request)  copies  of  several 
Deeds  and  other  Papers,  for  proving  the  Kings  right  to  the  Lands  now  claimed  by  the  French, 
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With  K.„ee  so  Tar  ^1^^      o'     ^C^^^^^^^ 

exemplified  under  the  Seal  of  the  Province  it  1^  J^^^'^'Z  ««"»  ">  ^  Shirley  were 
passing  between  Nation  &  Nation  to  have  the  1?.-^  thought  to  be  usual  to  have  ail  papers 
M'  Coiden  likewise  sent  d  pLat  and  Tr  n'"?  Tl  ^'^--'"J^  "^  ^^e  Several  Nations 
Secretary  of  the  Province.  H  '  kewile  sent  Ja  "  h"  T  ''""'  P^""^'  ^"^^^^"^  ^^  '^^ 
and  particularly  from  M'  Lydius  whTh  wer   !"  ^"^  '-'  '^^  ^"  '""'''  '''°'"'"'  ''  ^'^'"^ 

of  that  Corporation-some  Ser'  all  whrh'^^     V''  ''''''  °^  ^"^'''"y  »"^«^  '^e  Seal 
by  this  time  ^      °'^""  ^'""'^  ^'^'^""^  doubt  Governour  Shirley  has  received 

seX'o?r:::^;::;^:sr;:z;'s  'v'-^ '-''-'-' ' '-  ^--^  -^-«  -  ^^e 

has  a  copy    I  have  likewi      Tnt  or     fs  tl  .7'  '?""'  ''  *'"^  ''"^^'^^  ^^  ^^^-^  he 
information  he  can  give    anv  wLt   "  t      ^^'  ""'"■'  ^''  ^^^^'^^  '*^^«  ^^  P'-oeure  what 

papers  and  evidence  LIl^TLImUt'dT^^^^^^^^  -"  ^'-  ^"  which 

soon  as  can  be  done  ^        l-ordsh.ps  attested  in  the  manner  required  as 

orZt::V  Thl^atrTLve^'r"' '''  ri  ':''-''''  '  ^"^  ""^-  -  '^«  administration 
in  this  Province  by  an  LriC  ::';'""  T'^'t"  ^"^  ^"^^^^'^'^^  '^^  ^"-P*«  -^e 
Governour,  in  a  mann  o  whic  h  .  "  ^^  ^'"^^  '"'""'^  °"'  "^  ^^«  '-"^«  of  his 
the  Colonies,  before  th     timl  In  ,  Ir      h'T  ""  T''""  ''^^  '^  ^'^^"'  *"  ^^^'^'^  ""^  «^her  of 

rromthe  pubiick  A^titf  rersi".;  r;h;:  toTi^  r'''^^ 

subjectsinthifpovh^  h  V  bL"  eti'"?-  T?'"  "''  "^  '''^'''''  '"'^'"""'  ««-"'«  -<« 
for  two  years  witho      one TarthiL"'  d.-ouraged.     The  Government  has  now  been 

me,  that  I  am  no    able  to  be       nnd     h'Y^r  """"''  "'""^  '"^  '"^^^^'^'-'^  ""  ^''Pence  to 
should  belaid        me  asacol^ouence^f  1        '^  y-r  Lordships  will  not  think  reasonable 
The  Garrison  at  Ow  go  ha    been  no  "I   ."'^       '"'''"'  "'  ""  ^^'^^^^  ^"^^""^^ 

ti^at  is  not  sumcient  fJr Ton  i  :X  30    "rrr  ""  '"f"  '"°"''^  '^'^  '">'  ^-'^'^'  '^"' 

necessity  of  meeting  the  Ass  mvo  this  Pr' "'''"''  ""'  '°"^"  '  '"^  '^^^^'°^«  »"'^"  •- 
which  we  have  too  good  reZ   o  M    h    K'T'^u"^"'"  °'  withdrawing  that  Garrison  in 

place  which  by  its  sSior  h"     y^To  :;'\  'e^In-al/Trd'  ^^""^  ''''  ''''''''''  ''  '^^ 
and  on  the  possession  of  which  the  Fidel  tyf   he    tet^nl^f^Z'  ""'V'^T  '^"'''"^ 
It  has  at  all  times  been  usi.il  fnr  .h.  n  "^e  INations  of  Indians  entirely  depends 

other  Indian  Natbns  n  he  onci  i  '  of  a"p""  f  "r  ""^^  ''^  "^^^  '''  '^^  ^'^^^"^  ""^ 
for  their  assistance  and  to  give  th"  clnsM  L  ""'''  '''  ''^'^^  *°  ^'""'  '«  ^'^-'^  ^^em 
Assembly  has   not   provi  led   for     I  iT  ne"  '"""'"'^  °"  ""''   °'""'°" '  '^'^  '"«'•'"- 

former  Assemblys.  there ly  the  Ind  s  nnv  1 1"'  '''""'  ""'  "'"'  ""^  ^^'^^^^  ^^ne  by 
by  us.  and  ungratefully  usL  :i!n:'  K I m:  17::!^ T'"^  "  ''  "^^'^^'^^ 
tlieir  affections  from  us,  and  this  likewi,.  mT     !    u    ?     ,  *  endeavours  to  withdraw 

without  further  delay  "'^'^  "  "'^"'"^^'^  "-^^^^^^^^^  '°  '"^^t  the  Assembly 
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any  thing  effectually  done  for  Hid  Majestys  aervicie  :  I  have  therefore  dissolved  that  Assembly 
and  issued  writs  for  the  Election  of  a  New  Assembly  to  meet  the  fourth  of  September  next 

Had  any  thing  been  done  which  I  desired  in  support  of  His  Matys  Authority  and  for 
encouragement  of  those  who  remained  faithful.  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  every  man  of  the 
Faction  would  have  been  lefl  out  of  this  Election,  but  as  it  is  I  am  persuaded  that  it  will  be 
made  appear  by  the  elections  at  this  time,  that  the  Sentiments  of  the  People  are  very  different 
from  what  the  head  of  the  Faction  (by  his  freinds  in  England)  represents  them  to  be,  and  that 
by  the  opposition  that  will  be  made  to  the  Reelection  in  every  place  where  the  leading  men 
of  the  Faction  were  formerly  chosen  and  this  notwithstanding  that  I  am  inform'd  that  Cheif 
Justice  De  Lancey  is  gone  into  the  country,  since  the  Writts  issued  personally  to  influence 
the  People  in  their  elections  of  which  I  expect  that  I  shall  be  enable  to  give  your  Lordships 
authentick  Proofs 

I  have  been  informed  that  your  Lordships  were  of  Opinion,  on  the  Representation,  I  formerly 
sent  you  in  order  to  have  M'  Alexander  restored  to  his  Seat  in  the  Council,  that  it  would  be  for 
his  Matys  service  to  have  that  gentleman  restored  accordingly,  but  I  am  very  much  concern* 
not  to  find  by  any  accounts  I  have  receiv'd  that  he  is  as  yet  restored,  but  1  have  since  received 
[word]  that  M' Holland  and  M' Johnson  are  recommended  by  your  Lordfhips  to  be  of  the  Council, 
without  any  thing  in  favour  of  M'  Alexander.  As  he  has  one  of  the  best  estates  in  the  Country 
has  been  long  conversant  in  publick  Affairs  and  is  one  of  the  most  skillful  Lawyers  among  US| 
no  man  could  be  of  more  use  to  His  Matys  Service  and  nothing  could  have  a  greater  influence 
on  the  publick  affairs,  towards  suppressing  the  Faction  ;  Your  Lordships  I  hope  from  a  very 
little  Reflection  on  the  artifices  which  have  been  used  to  prevent  this  being  done  will  easily 
see  what  pains  are  taken  to  distress  me  and  by  whom  these  pains  are  taken  How  hard  must 
any  Governors  case  be  who  can  not  obtain  any  material  thing  in  support  of  his  Authority,  and 
which  may  gain  him  that  influence  which  is  necesbiry  and  without  which  it  is  impossible  for 
him  to  do  his  duty 

I  shall  trouble  your  Lpa  no  farther  at  this  time,  than  to  add  that  it  will  be  not  only  of  the 
greatest  use  to  me  but  likewise  to  His  Maiys  Service  in  this  Province  to  know  speedily  your 
Lps  Sentiments  on  the  matters  to  this  Government  formerly  laid  before  you 

I  am  with  great  Respect 

My  Lords  Y'  Lp*  mo  ob'  Serv' 

Fort  George  80  July  1760.  (sg**)        Gbo  Cumton 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 

[New-Tork  Fipera,  (B.  F.  0. )  XI.,  166.  ] 

My  Lord  Duke 

The  exchange  of  prisoners,  between  this  province  and  Canada,  has  been  made  in  obedience 
to  His  Maj""  orders:  We  have  received  twenty  four  from  Canada,  and  they  thirteen  from  us : 
But  there  is  this  difference,  that  we  have  sent  back  all  the  prisoners,  that  were  in  the  hands  of 
our  Indians,  and  they  have  persuaded  13.  of  ours  to  change  their  Religion,  and  to  declare  that 
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they  are  not  willing  to  return,  and  others  not  returned  by  tneir  being  (ns  they  sav^  at  to  .r.„. 
a  distance  among  their  Indians,  to  be  restored  at  this  time   hnf  „,l,h  „  ■       V  ^      ' 

done  as  soon  as  possible -I  have  done        Z,i  P"""'""^  '^"^  '^  «'^""  ^« 

on  both  sides,  but  I  must  obs  rve  to  Yonr  Ga  ^  3"  Z^Zl  7,T  l'?"'"^*'  ^""^""'^^ 
copy  of  a  letter  enclosed,  which  I  received  romGoyZ'^.h  "the ^h"  "''.'^'"^'  ''  " 
thing  in  their  power,  to  weaken  the  British  interest  amon;  he  Indi  k  "'  '°'"^  ^""^ 
make  war  on  each  other,  and  by  all  other  means  Inlgirb.e'  "'  '"  '"""^  *'""  "^ 

sometC::LtL;rr^^^^^^^^^^  exchange  or  prisoner,  and  who  resided  there 

company  'to  50.  and'"t;;;t:tw  mpa^  t  rt:l?:dtd\:^^^  troops  from  30  men  in  a 
another  of  Bombardiers  -Thit  thpv  hlJl  1         u  V  ^''^"''  °"^  °^^^^  Grenadiers  & 

the  stocks  of  the  same  force  I  l7  J^  """'^^^V  ''•  ^""  ^''P'  ""'^  ^--^  «"^"'"«  «"«ther  on 
present  state  of  Ca„adl  '  '°  '"'""  "'"^  '"^"^«^  '"^°-^''-  '^^  -'g've  of  the 

subsistance  of  the  G^rison  at  Tw  .  ;i  JrUicr^Il^/  'l  ''™^'"^'  '"^  '^^ 
withdrawing  the  Garrison  from  that  plac^   which  is  the  k  i    r^  "  '   "''''"'^  °^ 

Colonies  and  inland  nations  of  (ndians  ami  w  th  th  !  ?  T  ^^^^r^"-  ^^^^ween  the 
the  fidelity  of  the  Indians  can  not  be  p^Lser  eT  fl  in^:!:',:       t     M '.^  ''■'uT  "'"^' 

underanecessityVXTnerr^^^^^^ 

possible  for  me  to  do  it  without  manifest  danger  to  S  M.i".  i '  i.  .    "^  ''."'' 

the  opposmon  that  will  be  made  to  the  Delanceys  interest,  will    u Ific  I    ly  d  seov^^^^^^^^^^ 
sent.ments  of  the  people  are  very  different  from  what  the  Chief  Justice's  frienriri.  ! 

stand  1  shall  endevour   to   behave  with  the  greatest  prudence  I  can  for  His  Mnj'>.  service^ 
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under  the  present  circumstances  of  this  Govern'  and  so  as  to  have  just  grounds  to  hope  for  His 
Maj''''  approbation — 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect 

My  Lord 

Your  Grace's  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  servant 
Fort  George  30"' July  1750.  (signed).        G.Clinton. 

To  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 


Captain  Stoddert  to  Governor  Clinton. 

[Naw-Tork  PapcK,  (S   P.  O.)  XI ,  180.] 

Sir. 

In  obedience  to  Your  Exceli'J"  commands  I  shall  give  as  particular  accounts  as  I  possibly 
can  of  the  strength  fortifications  ettc  of  the  different  places  I  was  in,  in  Canada,  and  as  Quebec 
is  the  metropolis,  shall  first  begin  with  it. 

This  town  stands  upon  near  ns  much  ground  as  the  City  of  New  York,  but  does  not  contain 
above  half  the  number  of  houses  at  most.  It  is  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  River  S' 
Lawrence,  where  a  small  river  to  the  Westward  called  by  the  French  la  petit  Riviere  (and 
emptying  itself  into  the  River  S'  Lawrence)  forms  a  point  on  which  the  Town  is  built,  and  is 
almost  in  form  a  triangle;  it  is  divided  into  two  parts,  one  called  the  upper  and  the  other  the 
lower  town,  the  last  lies  on  the  River  side  and  has  two  batteries  of  eight  pieces  of  Cannon  each, 
tho'  of  little  consequence  in  case  of  an  attack.  In  this  part  of  the  Town  the  streets  are  regular, 
and  the  houses  well  built;  and  are  chiefly  of  Stone;  from  that  part  of  the  lower  town,  next 
the  River  S'  Lawrence,  there  is  but  one  way  to  ascend  to  the  upper,  which  is  cut  shelving 
along  the  hill  or  rather  Rock,  and  is  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  in  height,  and  overlooks 
all  the  lower  town;  it  is  certainly  one  of  the  strangest  natural  fortifications  in  America;  being 
almost  perpendicular  (and  as  1  said  before  an  entire  rock). 

On  the  top  of  this  Hill  stands  that  part  called  the  upper  town  from  whence  there  is  a 
beautiful  and  extensive  prospect,  of  the  rivers  and  Country  about  a  several  leagues.  Here  are 
several  good  buildings  of  stone  (to  wit)  the  Siminary  and  convents  of  Fryers  of  the  order  of 
S'  Francis,  two  Nunneries,  part  of  one  of  which  buildings  is  the  King's  hospital  for  sick  and 
wounded,  seven  churulies  beautifully  ornamented  and  very  rich,  and  that  called  the  Cathedral 
IS  much  larger  than  the  English  Church  of  this  City,  but  the  most  magnificent  of  any.  and 
which  deserved  to  be  first  mentioned  is  the  College  of  .Jesuits.  On  the  back  or  South  part  of 
the  Town  they  are  building  a  strong  Stone  wall  of  a  considerable  height  and  thickness;  which 
extends  .'rom  the  River  S'  Lawrence  to  the  Petit  Riviere,  they  having  no  occasion  to  carry  it 
any  further  as  nature  has  fortified  that  part  of  the  Town  next  to  the  two  rivers,  much  stronger 
then  can  be  done  by  art  as  before  observed.  On  this  Hill  or  upper  Town  are  four  batteries, 
the  first  of  which  is  the  (irand  Battery,  situated  on  that  part  which  forms  the  point  between  the 
tw  0  rivers,  and  looks  directly  down  the  River  S*  Lawrence,  it  has  forty  three  pieces  of  Cannon, 
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of  the  petite  Riviere  in    2  '^'^"^^^/^"^  to  me,  designed  to  command  the  other  side 

to  the  bac     par        ;      Z^lfe vT  nT     '""'  '^'"^  '^'^  '^'°-"  ''"^  '"^«  ^"^^^  ^"^  ^^  ^^^ 

vessels  of  any  burthen  ca    pass  I  tier  17:7;      '"VT  "^  '''  '"^^"'  "'^^^^  «'"P«  «•• 
and  march  that  way  the  oIZ^ZITT  *' 'J' ^°  ™"'^^'  damage  to  forces  that  should  land 

Troops  mig     pals  Leo  Totof  rL^^^^  'Z  ^"T  ''^'"«  '"^  '"^  '''^  ^°""^^^'  -'^-^  »'- 
is  to  the  So' thfvard  o     he  G  and  B„tterv    1,       7"  P"""";'     '"''  '""^  "''  ^'^'^  '""^  ^^"-'-' 

was  so  narrow  and  diffin.lf    fZT  uT    ^''^*^'^''' '°  **  P'ace  where  they  told  me  the  Channel 
plenty  of  good  wheat  and  peas        '  '  "'  ''■°'*^"'  ^"^^  '"  '"^"^  P'"'^-  P^^^-- 

..ver»l   a,ul  o...    C«„  1)  tl  Ih    itv     ,       7"":  T  ""  '""  ?'»»•"'»" 'I"  ■"°l'l»  "f 

of  r.nn^„  V  •  .  i-t;iHer  IS  a  small  lull  and  on  it  a  halt.'ry  of  twenty  si\  ni.'ivs 

try  Uound.  besides  th.s  there  is  i,o  other  Battery  here.     There  are  indeed  some  small 
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pieces  of  Cannon,  on  the  ramparts  but  I  cannot  ascertfiin  there  number.  The  situation  of  the 
Town  of  Montreal  is  ber.utiful,  the  streets  are  regular  and  tiie  houses  neatly  built  of  Stone  and 
wood.  'Tie  the  place  of  residence  of  a  Deputy  Governour.  A  fine  Champain  country  round 
about  a  good  soil  and  well  inhabited.  Four  Leagues  South  of  the  Town  of  Montreal,  on 
the  East  side  the  River  S'  Lawrence,  is  an  Indian  Castle,  called  by  us  Cochnawagah,  by  the 
French  Osault  S'  Louis,  they  compute  five  hundred  fighting  men,  and  that  it  contains  in 
the  whole  a  thousand  souls ;  it  is  Picketted  in,  has  a  Church,  two  Jesuits  and  an  Officer  posted 
here,  as  they  have  in  every  Indian  Castle.  Six  leagues  South  of  this  Castle  is  another  Called 
by  the  French  Lac  de  deux  Montagne,  by  us  Conasadagah,  in  this  are  about  the  same  number 
of  souls  as  in  the  other,  but  the  Inhabitants  here  are  of  two  different  nations,  that  isOrondocks 
and  Cocknawagahs.  These  are  all  the  Indian  Castles  I  was  at  in  Canada.  On  the  East  side 
the  river  S'  Lawrence,  two  leagues  distant  from  the  Town  of  Montreal,  is  a  small  village  call 
Laprarie  (not  fortified)  from  whence  there  is  a  Road  to  Saint  John's  about  five  leagues  and 
bears  from  Montreal  South  East- 
s' John's  is  a  Fort  situated  on  the  River  Chamblain  which  leads  to  the  Lake  of  the  same 
nam3,  it  is  picketted  in,  has  two  block  houses,  but  no  Cannon,  being  designed  chiefly  as  a 
magazine  for  the  provisions  and  other  stores,  t  supply  the  Garrison  at  Crown  point,  the  carriage 
from  hence  thither  is  by  a  small  brigg. — 

Thirty  two  leagues  South  of  S'  Johns,  on  the  Lake  Chamblain  is  the  Fort  Saint  Frederic 
(called  by  us  Crown  point)  where  a  Bay  and  small  River  to  the  Eastward  forms  a  point  on 
which  the  Fort  stands.  This  Fort  is  built  of  Stone  the  walls  of  a  considerable  height 
and  thickness,  and  has  twenty  pieces  of  Cannon  and  Swivels,  mounted  on  the  Ramparts  and 
Bastions,  the  largest  of  which  is  six  pounders,  and  but  few  of  them.  I  observed  the  wall 
cracked  from  top  to  bottom  in  several  places.  At  the  entrance  to  the  Fort  is  a  dry  ditch, 
eighteen  or  twenty  foot  square  and  a  draw  Bridge.  There  is  a  subteraneous  passage  under 
this  draw  Bridge  to  the  Lake  which  I  apprehend  is  to  be  made  use  of  in  time  of  need  to  bring 
water  to  the  Fort,  as  the  well  they  have  in  it  affords  them  but  very  little.  In  the  north  west 
corner  of  the  Fort  stands  the  Citadel  ;  it  is  a  stone  building  eight  square,  four  story  high  each 
turn'd  with  arches,  mounts  twenty  pieces  of  Cannon  &  swivels,  the  largest  six  pounders,  four 
of  which  are  in  the  first  story,  and  are  useless  till  the  walls  of  the  fort  are  heat  down.  The 
walls  of  the  Citadel  are  about  ten  foot  thick,  the  roof  high  ami  very  tant,  covered  with  shingles. 
At  the  entrance  of  the  Citadel  is  a  draw  Bridge  and  ditch  of  the  same  dimensions  of  that  to 
the  entrance  of  the  Fort.  To  the  South  South  East  and  South  west  of  the  Fort  the  ground  is 
rising  and  is  very  advantageous  of  erecting  a  battery  in  case  of  a  siege,  as  'tis  not  above  three 
hundred  yards  distance  from  the  Fort.  Behind  it  the  land  is  low,  and  some  thousands  of  men 
may  lie  witiiout  receiving  any  damage  from  the  Cannon  of  the  Fort,  as  the  ridge  is  a  fine  covert 
and  lies  circular  so  far  as  to  Hank  two  of  the  Bastions.  They  have  a  Chappel  and  several  other 
wooden  houses  in  the  Fort  which  are  put  to  no  other  use  then  the  storing  (heir  provisions  ettc. 
The  land  near  the  Fort  in  general  is  levi  I  and  good,  also  on  each  side  of  the  Lake  which  they 
are  settling,  and  since  the  peace  there  are  already  fourteen  farms  on  it,  and  great  encouragement 
given  by  the  King  for  that  purpose,  and  I  was  inform'd  that  by  the  next  fall,  several  more 
families  were  coming  there  to  settle.  This  Fort  is  of  very  great  importance  to  the  French;  for 
in  time  of  war  the  parties  sent  to  our  fronties,  are  supplyed  with  necessaries  from  hence,  at 
the  same  time  it  serves  as  a  place  of  retreat,  it  lying  north  of  Albany  but  about  40.  Leagues. 
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Having  been  honoured  by  Your  Excellency,  with  a  Commission  to  the  Governour  General  of 
Canada.  I  was  on  that  account  rendered  the  less  capable  of  making  more  obseva  ions  then  i 
I  had  perhaps  been  among  them  in  a  character  not  so  D.ihli,.k      L  ^''^*^»"on8,  then  it 

for  the  service  of  my  King  and  Countrv    thatH"      r  ^  ''''  '"'''  ''^'  ""^  ^«^' 

knowledge  I  could  of  their  situation    sfr^nLh     J        I  "°  oPPortun.ty  of  acquiring  all  the 

A  few  days  before  I  left  Quebeck  I  saw  an  Engineer  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  men  embark 

I  am  with  the  greatest  respect,  dellorence 
and  gratitude 

Your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient,  most  dutiful  and 

New  York.  July  the  30'"  1760.  ,  most  humbb  servant 

(signed)         B.  Stoddert 
To  His  Excellency. 


^  n  »  ■■  1^ 


(Copy). 


AUorney -Genial  Bradley  to  Captain  lioddam. 

t  N*w-Tork  P>p«t,  ( B.  P.  0. )  XI.,  (OS.  ] 


Sir 


I  rcce.v  d  Your',  of  the  21-  in.t:  but  confess  litle  expected  any  letter  on  that  subject  aAer 
my  answer  to  your  first ;  but  as  you  now  demand  an  answer  in  writing,  tha   y  u  m  y'a     uai 

acts  a.  th  t*""'"'"'""""  "'  "''  ''"J"'  ""^>'  "f  -y  -"''-t  in  this  Affair.  'l  ,  7,tnl  ,he 
facts  a.  they  are  come  to  my  knowledge  in  order  to  give  a  more  distinct  answer  to  w  at  y  u 
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demand.  James  Parka  your  Gunner's  mate  by  order  of  your  Lieut*  fired  a  swivle  gun  from 
your  ship  at  a  small  pleasure  boat  crossing  the  Bay,  which  killed  a  young  girl  in  the  boat ;  the 
corpse  was  brought  ashore  in  this  City  and  the  Coroner  supposing  the  fact  to  have  been  done 
■within  the  body  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York  according  as  the  bounds  of  the  City  is 
described  in  the  Charter  granted  to  this  City  by  his  Maj'''*'  letters  patent  which  are  confirmed 
by  act  of  Assembly,  summoned  a  Jury  which  sate  on  the  body,  and  by  that  inquest  the  fact  is 
found  to  be  murder  committed  within  the  body  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York,  and 
James  Parks  guilty  thereof;  and  I  am  told  James  Parks  by  your  order  was  sent  ashore  from 
the  ship,  examined  by  the  Coroner,  and  being  accused  of  murder  as  above,  was  commited  to 
Gaol  by  the  Chief  Justice  of  this  Province.  Whether  these  facts  are  true  I  can't  pretend 
to  say  any  further  th>  n  that  James  Parks  is  found  guilty  of  murder  by  the  Coroners  inquest  as 
above,  but  have  stated  them  as  they  have  been  reported  to  me  and  which  if  you  give  me 
occasion,  I  must  represent  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  accordingly.  You  desire  by  your 
first  letter  to  know  Vvhether  1  have  demanded  James  Parks  of  the  Chief  Justice,  and  if  I  have 
not,  why  I  have  not.  Whether  an  Attorney  General  of  this  province  is  obliged  to  answer 
those  questions  Pm  certain  is  no  matter  of  doubt,  but  waving  that  I  answer,  1  have  not 
demanded  him,  and  the  reasons  why  1  have  not  is:  because  I  know  no  power  or  right  I  have 
to  demand  him  and  might  Justly  expect  a  severe  censure  from  the  Chief  Justice  for  my 
impertinence  and  arrogance  in  matters  of  Law  should  I  do  it. 

Whether  the  clause  in  his  Excell'^'  Commission  you  refer  to  in  your  letter  is  sufficient  to 
oust  the  supream  Court  of  this  province  of  Jurisdiction,  in  this  case  of  M'  Parks's  is  not  my 
province  to  determine;  and  God  forbid  but  that  he  should  have  all  the  priviledges  the  Law 
allows  him,  especially  in  a  matter  of  blood  which  I  doubt  not  he  will  have,  if  he  has  anything 
to  plead  that  can  be  of  advantage  to  him  in  any  way  whatsoever. 

1  hope  Sir,  this  being  the  Case  you  will  not  make  it  necessary  for  me  to  justify  my  conduct 

to  their  Lordships  in  this  affair 

And  am  your 

very  humble  servant 

July  SS""  1750.  R.  BRADLEy. 

To  Capt"  Roddam  Command'  of  H.  Majesty's  ship  Greyhound 
a  true  copy        (signed)         R.  Roddam. 


<  n  ♦«»« 


Captain  Roddam  to  Governor  Clinton. 

[  Ntw-Tork  Paptra  ( S,  P.  O. )  Xt.,  Ml.] 

May  itt  please  Your  Excellency 

As  James  Park  Gunner's  mate  of  His  Maj'^'  ship  Greyhound  under  my  command  was 
committed  to  the  common  gaol  of  this  City  by  Chief  Justice  De  Lancey  contrary  to  n  Clause 
in  your  Commission,  I  think  my  duty  to  inform  Your  Kxcell'''  that  he  still  remains  there 
notwithstanding  I  have  npplyed  to  the  chief  Justice  by  lett'  several  times  for  his  discharge  — 
1  likewise  applyed  to  M'  Bradley  his  Maj""  Attorney  Oenerall  of  this  proviniv,  wh j's  duty  I 
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thought  was  to  support  His  Maj'^-  preroeativP  i„  .11  u      ,  ^^^ 

which  I  here  inclose  youMI  Judge'S  e   M^BrJ   "'"     "'  '^ '''  '"^"«"  *°  me  copys  of 
Excels,  having  long  served  in  iX^Z^^Z:'^^:  '^ ''"""  '"  ^'^'^  "»-'     ^«- 
cons.deration-I  ..  .uh  all  due  de  Jance  an^  ::spr-k Vrrcel'eL;;''''"  ^''''''''' 
July  the  ao'"  1760.  ""^  ''""^'^  ^'^  ™°«t  obedient  humble  servant 

T^n  r.,  (signed).        R.  Roddam. 

To  Governor  Clinton. 


(Copy). 


Sir 


Governor  Clinton  to  Captain  Rodchm. 

[New.Tork  P«p«rt,  (8.  P.  O. )  XI.,  sis.  ] 

July  27«>-  1750.     Fort  George. 


and  at  the  same  time  told  him   that  ««  ,h  ^  "*  '^^'P^  °'  "  ^°  ^''^  Attorney  General, 

Wuty  to  assist  and  advise  you  what  step^eT^^^  >^  ^^ 

comply  with;  but  notwithLndi„7o  Ir^^^^^^^  be  has  promised  to 

or  otherwise  to  do  this  eHectually  and  propel   i    .^  n"  ^  '/  '"  '^'  ''''  '"«""'"- 

some  other  able  Lawyer  for  hi.s  Assistance T,M  fr  •  ^  ?'"'°"'  "'"'  y''"  ^^^''^''^  «PP'y  »« 
Navy,  and  I  make  no  doubt  oltr  rdJ  Tf  1^!' r^'" '^^P'>^  ^'  the  discipline  of  the 
necessary  expence  that  n.ay  occur  on  this  occ L  o  ""'rT^'  .''"""'"  '"  ^«""bursing  any 
board  of  all  your  proceedings  upon  the  case      iZ'    "'  '  """''  "'^^'"^  ^^^  '»  acquaint  that 

«ir— Your  humble  servant.    G.  Clinton. 


To  Capt-  Roddam  Com-'  of  II.  M>s  ship  (Jreyhound. 


Captain  Roddam  to  Chi,f  JuMicc  Delancey. 

I  Ntw-Tork  Ptfm,  ( 8.  P.  o. )  X  r..  Sli.  1 

Sir. 

Creyhoundundermyconunand %rjol         rie  :;;!  '"'"    "'^    ^'"J-'^'"   ""iP 

the  said  ship  as  my  Lieut-  whom  1  immed     eTv  '       .n  1  """  ^""'"•""'""K»'«cer  on  board 

M'  A'  i..ois„n  C^ap,.  of  IIi«  Maj..  shi    t^f    whi     t  ""  """'  "'"'  ''"^^  ""^  "-'  ""  »" 

-"  ^-  be  may  ta.  his  try  j.  acco^li^t ul^ j;  .IILS or^J^,^;.™  ■" 

Vol.  VI.  J  J    y 
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which  all  H.  M's  ships  are  to  be  Governed — For  which  reason  I  desire  you  will  order  the 

said  James  Park  to  be  delivered  to  me  or  my  order,  that  as  he  is  charged  in  Your  warr'  with 

murder  committed  on  the  water  he  may  accordingly  be  sent  home  to  take  his  tryall  likewise, 

pursuant  to  the  articles  of  war  provided  for  the  observance  of  His  Maj'^'  Navy— Your  speedy 

answer  will  oblige — Sir — 

Your  very  humble  servant. 

Rob'  Roddam 

June  19.  1760.        a  true  copy  (signed).        R  Roddam 

To  Chief  Justice  Delancey. — 


V 


^  ■»♦ ». » 


Mr.   Aldworth  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

i  Ncw-Tork  Ptpen,  Hb.,  No.  98. 1 

Whitehall  IS**  Aug*  1750 
My  Lords 

Having  laid  before  the  Lords  Justices  your  Lordships  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford  dated 
the  12""  instant,  together  with  its  enclosures,  relating  to  the  Affairs  of  His  Matys  Province  of 
New  York  I  am  commanded  by  their  Excies  to  acquaint  your  Lordships,  that  it  is  their  opinion 
you  should  prepare  and  lay  before  the  Lords  of  His  Majestys  most  honorable  Privy  Council, 
as  soon  as  may  be  an  exact  account  of  the  present  state  of  that  Province  and  its  dependencies 
of  the  evils  with  which  they  are  threatened  and  the  Remedies  your  Lordships  propose  for 
those  evils,  to  the  end  that  the  Lords  of  Council  may  consider  of  the  same  and  lay  their 
humble  opinion  and  advice  thereupon  before  the  King  for  His  Majestys  information. 

I  am 

My  Lords 

Your  Lordships 

most  obedient  Serv* 
( sgd )         Ri :  Nev  :  Aldworth 
Lords  of  Trade 


Lords  of  Trade  to  Governor  Clinton. 

[N««-Tork  EnlrtM,  B.  If.  p.  81.] 

To  the  Hon*''*  George  Clinton  Esq"  Gov'  of  New  York. 

Sir, 

Since  our  letter  to  you  of  the  29'''  of  June  1748.  we  have  received  your's  of  the  following 
dates,  viz'  aS"**  of  August,  7'*  of  October.  lO""  of  October,  ao"-  of  October,  ao""  of  October  IS'" 
of  Nov'  24'*'  of  Feb"  and  14'"  of  March  1748.  S"*  of  May,  3"»  and  e""  of  June,  7"'  and  28"-  of 
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Til.  ^°' 

Such  of  these  letters  as  contain  any  thini?  material  relafm,r  t„  .h        .  . 

Province  under  your  Govern*  and  to  Indi«n  aT  .^.        ^  ""^"P^^  ''*"^*'°"  °''  t^e 

State  as  soon  as  received    and  we  haJAT/hS  ^"  '"^  ^'^'''  ^'^  '^^"J^^^^'^  Secretary  of 
in  Council  to  prepare  alt'aL  of  thetovite         '''''''''  '^°'"™^°'^  ^'^"'««^  '«  "«  ^^  ^^^^ 

di^:er::2i:nr:^;^:^::^f -:«     ^-^.^^e  .n^ssion  in  w^ch  the 

Governs  we  shall,  when  we  have  exlTned  .1  the  n.„  "^%^^«'«'''^"'-«  ''^^^  *"-«'ved  your 
to  us  as  well  by  your  Agen.  as  the  Lent  f„'  '^^"'"'  ^"^  ^''''^  "'''"*  "^^^  ^'  represented 

in  these  unfortunL  disputes  oosel'tL"  P^^^'^^' «»d  «"  others  who  are  concerned 
to  us  most  consistent  wi'h  us  ice  and  Is  nT'"'"f  T  '  ''^P^--'^'-"  -  «hall  appear 
the  Honour  of  His  Mny'-oZZ  '"  "''  ''"'  "'"■^"  °'  ^^«  P^^'"-  -^ 

M^;::rorrncni"^t:;::^r^":v^^^^^     "  «°"-^  ^°  «*« 

should  be  restored  to  his  seat  and  IlLk'  "  '"'"'"  ""'"'^^'^  *^^^  '"^^  A'"-'^" 

with  those  persons  in  Vour  Province  who  .r.  K    /     ^«  ''e'^o  ""'end  it  to  you  l.kew.se  to  talk 

loving  friends  ^  ^°   """  ^"^  ^'^  '^'^'"^"y   '''»^««'«"   «»d   -re   your  very 

and  humble  servants 


Whitehall 
Sept'  1"  1750. 


Dunk  Haufax 
J  Ghenvillb 

DUPPI,IN 

J.  Pitt 


^  ■■  *  ■■  » 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Lor(h  of  Trade. 

[  N»w.York  P*p«n,  Hh,,  No.  108.  ] 

My  Lords 

and  by  pressinir  the  iiRHPniMv  ..r  h.:.   i»       •         .       .  miuis.ii   mt^  r  run  n  artitiot's 

y  P        "g  assembly  „J  ,lns  Prov.nce  to  g.ve  the  necessary  supplies  for  this  purpose 


ife 
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as  will  appear  from  my  speech  to  them;  a  copy  of  which  I  do  myself  the  Honor  of  inclosing, 
but  if  J  may  judge  from  the  usual  penurious  temper  of  Assemblies,  and  the  Presidents  they 
have  formerly  given,  as  to  their  conduct  in  Indian  affairs.  I  can  not  expect  any  thing  will  be 
effectually  done  by  them  but  can  not  pretend  io  aay  any  thing  further  until  the  Sessions  is  over 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  very  grat  Respect         My  Lords 

Your  Lps  obed»  Servant 
Fort  George  N  York  12  Sep.  1760  Geo:  Clinton 


Governor  C  ...  to  Gove-nor  Glinton. 

[  New-York  Papers,  Hb.,  No.  IM.  ] 

South  Carolina  7  July  1760 
Dear  Sir 

There  is  a  Nation  of  Indians  called  the  Catawbas  who  have  been  always  firmly  attached 
to  this  Government,  and  tho'  they  are  a  very  brave  People  yet  there  seems  to  be  great  danger 
of  their  being  totally  destroyed,  as  many  Nations  of  Indians  far  superior  to  them  in  number 
have  for  some  time  past  carried  on  a  War  against  them  ;  Those  Nations  pass  under  the  general 
name  of  Nottawagees,  and  they  are  sometimes  called  Senecas,  but  it  is  certain  that  besides 
the  five  Nations,  there  are  the  Delewares,  and  some  of  the  Indians  on  the  Ohio,  as  well  as  the 
Susquehanna,  and  Virginia  Indians  united  in  this  War.  There  is  the  greatest  reason  to  think 
that  these  Indians  are  set  upon  the  Catawbas  by  the  French,  who  weaken  the  British  Interest, 
by  making  our  friends  destroy  one  another,  but  besides  the  loss  of  such  faithful  allies,  as  the 
Catawbas  wlio  have  always  proved  an  excellent  Barrier  to  this  Province,  the  Invasions  of 
these  Northward  Indians  is  attended  with  other  bad  eftects,  for  under  pretence  of  going  to  War 
against  them,  they  spread  themselves  over  the  wliole  Province,  and  whenever  they  can  find 
any  Indian,  as  tliere  are  many  who  live  quietly  among  us  in  our  Plantations,  not  being  at  War 
nor  expecting  War  from  any  other  Indians,  they  knock  them  on  head.  They  begin  also  to 
attack  and  rob  our  White  people,  as  well  as  Negroes,  and  it  may  be  ditticult  to  determine 
where  there  practices  may  end  if  longer  pernnfted  I  therefore  hope  that  you  will  endeavour  to 
dissuade  any  of  the  Indians  in  Friendship  with  our  Government  and  all  such  as  you  have  any 
influence  over  from  coming  to  War  against  the  Creeks  and  Catawbas  who  are  equally  the 
Friends  of  the  English,  and  the  children  of  the  same  great  King  with  your  Indians,  but  I  must 
desire  that  besides  persuasive  arguments,  you  will  be  pleased  to  let  them  know  that  if  they 
continue  to  come  into  our  Settlements  and  if  they  can  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  desist  from 
making  War  upon  the  Catawbas  &  Creeks  and  our  Settlement  Indians  (an  inotfensive  harmless 
people)  we  shall  be  under  a  neeessiiy  of  revenging  their  quarrel,  and  will  publish  a  reward  lor 
every  Nottovvagee  or  Northern  Indian,  that  may  be  killed  in  any  ot  the  Nations  of  Indians  in 
amity  with  this  Government  or  by  any  person,  who  may  meet  with  them  in  our  Settlements 

I  am,  f 

Sir, 

Your  Excellencys 

most  obedient  & 

A  true  Copy  mo  humble  Servant 


G.  Clinton 
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Colonel  Johnson  to  Governor  Glinton. 

[  New-Tork  Papen,  Uh.,  No.  106.  ] 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Coll.  Johnson 
May  it  please  your  Excellency 

I  am  to  acquaint  you  that  three  days  aeo  Ni,-hn«  tho  a    u- 
Canada,  came  with  Hendrick.  Abraham  and  tl^ees   of  th       /""  t"  "''*'  ''  '""^  ^^'^°""  '" 
heard  in  Canada  and  ernestly  begged  I  woul    1  '■  °  ''"  '"^  ""^^  '^'  ^'^'  ^''^^  '^''"1 

as  far  as  is  material.  He  says  tS  1  n  Ce  ^yZTIT  '"^  '""  "^"'"^^  -""'=''  '  -" 
Indians  is  sent  with  an  other  officer  along  with  him  to  Oh tf '""  7'^'  "^^  ^'"''"^  "^« 
of  Indians  (who  are  stedfast  in  the  Briti!h    Ir  T^  ^^  '"  °'^''  '°  ^'"'"S  '^"»'  ^ody 

by  any  means,  havi..,  for  that  purpoL  '      u      it7:;  III     ,  ,'^""^''  *'  '''''  ^^^^'^'^  -" 

them  and  all  other  Nations  he  goes  through  T  ^  t  ,"  '''  ^""^'  '"  'i'^^inhv^ie  among 
n.y  opinion,  and  that  of  all  the  Sa^ri  ^ke  o^rn^th^H  :d  Y"'  f'^  "'^  "  ^''^^  ^°" 
account  of  it  immediately  to  Governor  Himilfo^   !.  ,  '         °"'^  ""'^^  '^  '°  «'^»d  «« 

if  he  will  but  send  propef  persol  iL^^"^  kw  "  "T,  1"  """  ^°  '''''''  '^''^'  -'^«-- 
as  spies  there  &c  it  would  be  m  st        uisit      t  U       ""  ""  ""'  ^•^"  ^'"^  ^'^'^^  ^'^  «« 

account  may  be  depended  on.  for     e    nter    eter  Area's:  '",""'  """^  ^  P^^^^-'^''^^ 

confirms  it  having  spoke  with  Jean  Ceur    h  r'"''  ""'^  '"'"'  '"••^'^  '''•°'"  ^^^-go 

of  the  purpose  of  h^  jouT  y  u'her  If  Z^v'"  TI'  ?,  T'''  "'''^'""^  — '  P-f'e 
overset  our  Interest  wi  h  said^  rnTthe  file  N.ti"'  7'  '^  ''"■"  '"""^^'^  ^^^^^^  &« 
Indians  are  .he  Cheif  and  trusti  «  A  |  es  we  o^  fi'  "T  '"'""'^  "''"'^  '-^'^^  '-^^  ''^-^  ^^7 
nmy  be  proper  means  and  Dispatcif  '  ^s  op  ^  '^^ ':r  T  '''T'  ^"^^^'"^^  '  '^"^  ^'-' 
sending  them  any  message  it  would  be  too  la  1    .,  r     ^'■'      ""P°'-ta"ce.     As  for  my 

they  can  be  there'before' im  y^  L;  P.  ,  ielU  '^n"  "  'o'  '''"';  '''  ^'  ^'^"'"  '^"°^^'  '' 
told  me.  was  that  he  heard  from  severa        d  ,      '.       n  T^  "'  consequence  which  he 

given  orders  ,o  the  Priest.,  who  is  ow  s  'd  .  7  r^T  ""  "'^'"^  ""-^^  "^*'  ^'°—  '-l 
induce  the  five  Nations  to  settle  tiee  Tor  whfch„7,.^^r"^'>"V"  ""  ""  "''^'-^"^  ^^^^'^'^^  ^« 
clothing  fitting  for  Indians  as  a  o  anus  A  mu  i  i  V'""  "  '''"'^'  '''^''"'"  '^'""  '^'■"''  '' 
very  liberally  '  ^">'""'""°n    I'rov.sion  &c  which    they  distribute 

nol"bZ:\,::^XJiri.frf  ":^.'°^  "■^"""  "'^"-  ^  "^-^'^'^^  *^  ^'^-^-ed 

the  Interpreter.  I  ask  -de      wh        hel  .""'  """"  "°^  ^"'•"  ^''"^'^  '^-»'«  -i^''  '-  or 

sullicient  Reason:  sayinj^  E  1^  mv^H?!  '  ^""  nt^'""^'  ^'^^ '"— ^  they  had 
our  power  to  bring  tlu-  French  o  e  nor  In  n  0?""'  ."  ^'''''^'  "'"'  '"'^  -"'-.vored  ail  in 
on  both  sides  and  destroy  t  em  I  ,  v  v  U  '  "  '"'  "'"  '"  '""  "»'""  ■'"  "'«  '"'"-'« 
in  Canada,  and  ii.rther  s^s  Zl  (t^rr:; crX  :'  f  ■■  '""'"^  '"'"  "  ^'^"^  '^  "" 
a  very  large  Belt  of  VVan-Vun,  he  had  fron   l^u    F     "  I," '    v  1        ""?"''  "'  '""""  ''"'""^'''' 

.-  between  your  Excellency  l:^-^:]-::^  'Z:;  r::Z  ^  I!  ^I;!:: 
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who  attended  Deligneries,  in  this  manner — That  after  Deligneries  and  his  party  set  off  for 
York  the  last  time,  that  Hendrick  and  a  party  of  Mohawks  came  to  Albany  in  order  to 
kill  them,  but  on  my  acquainting  your  Excellency  of  their  design  you  put  a  stop  to  it  for  that 
time ;  After  Deligneries  was  there  above  60  days  to  no  purpose  as  your  Excellency  would 
allow  him  no  access.  A  York  gentleman  asked  him  if  he  did  not  take  notice  of  a  great 
concourse  of  People  every  day  resorting  to  the  Fort,  he  answered  he  did,  and  supposed  they 
were  about  settling  that  affair  of  the  Exchange  of  Prisoners,  no  says  the  Yorker  the  Governor 
is  scheming  how  to  destroy  all  the  Indians,  in  conjunction  with  your  Gov'  and  it  is  agreed 
upon  and  settled,  upon  which  you  wrote  a  letter  to  Deligneries  about  it,  which  when  he 
received  ordered  Beaubassin  to  interprette  it  to  his  Indians  then  there,  which  he  did  with 
an  easy  low  voice.  Deligneries  desired  him  to  read  it  aloud,  for  such  a  vile  thing  should  not 
be  kept  private,  after  that  he  tells  the  Indians  he  would  take  upon  him  to  answer  your 
Excellency,  which  was  that  he  was  well  assured  of  the  Governor  of  Canada's  love  and  regard 
for  all  of  his  Children  that  he  would  never  come  into  any  such  thing,  but  would  protect  them 
from  any  attempts  of  that  kind  might  be  made  against  them  This  together  with  the  other 
story  of  the  large  Belt  of  Wampum  before  mentioned  made  all  the  Indians  imagine  it  to  be 
actually  Fact,  adding  they  plainly  saw  there  was  a  Coolness  on  your  side,  as  you  had  not  spoke 
to  them  in  so  long  a  time  which  convinced  them  you  had  no  love  for  them — This  and  a  great 
many  other  things  they  said,  not  worth  mentioning  now,  which  I  assure  your  Excellency  gave 
me  three  days  hard  work  to  get  the  better  of,  but  at  last  convinced  them  it  was  french  Policy 
(which  they  are  remarkable  for)  to  stir  up  the  Indians  against  us  and  make  a  division  among 
the  five  Nations,  which  could  they  accomplish  they  would  set  one  half  to  kill  the  other  so  that 
at  last  there  would  not  be  one  of  them  left,  which  is  what  they  aim  at  the  French  took  a  great 
deal  of  pains  also  to  hurt  my  Interest  among  the  Indians  by  telling  the  Indian  Prisoners  &c 
that  it  was  owing  to  me,  that  they  were  detained  so  long  in  Canada,  by  reason  of  my  hindering 
the  Indians  to  go  there  on  the  Governors  invitation  and  assurance  of  releasing  them  all 
immediately  if  only  one  of  them  would  go  there  in  the  name  of  the  rest  and  make  proper 
submission  I  had  no  great  difficulty  to  settle  this  point  with  the  Indians  after  making  them 
sensible  of  the  Governor  of  Canadas  design  in  it  which  I  told  them  was  to  bring  them  to  make 
submission,  and  then  lay  them  under  such  obligations  as  would  make  Slaves  or  Tools  of  them 
for  ever  after  to  him,  they  answered  they  were  sensible  of  it,  and  heartily  glad  I  did  not  suffer 
them  to  go,  Give  me  leave  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  of  one  thing  which  would  be  of 
Service,  and  much  commended  by  every  one  who  has  the  least  spark  of  Goodness,  that  is  your 
Excellencys  recommend^  the  poor  people  to  the  Assembly  who  were  so  long  Captives  in 
Canada  and  taken  in  our  Service,  I  mean  Van  Scoike,  Christopher  M'Grah,  William  Goff. 
and  the  four  Indians  whose  loyalty  &  Stedfastness  (notwithstanding  all  the  Temptations 
thrown  in  their  way)  could  not  be  shaken.  An  other  thing  very  requisite  to  be  done  is  the 
sending  Smiths  among  the  five  Nations  as  soon  as  possible  for  they  every  day  desire  it, 
forbidding  them  at  the  same  time  or  any  others  to  bring  any  Spirituous  Liquors  among  any 
of  the  five  Nations,  for  it  is  actually  the  ruin  of  them ;  the  penalty  should  be  very  great  else 
they  will  not  regard  it  I  yesterday  received  a  piece  of  News  from  Lieutenant  Lindesay,  that 
an  Onondaga  Indian  told  him  (as  a  secret)  that  the  French  were  endeavouring  all  they  could 
to  get  liberty  to  build  a  Fort  at  Onondaga  where  they  promise  the  Indians  they  sliall  always 
be  supplied  with  powder,  Lead,  Clothing  &c  in  plenty— If  they  should  succeed  the 
consequence   may   be  easily  judged  — I  tliought   it   nir  duty  to  acquaint   your   Excellency 
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Aug  18"'  1750  ^^^  """^  humble  Serv» 

(ag")         W™  Johnson 
A  true  Copy 

Geo  Clinton 


Lieutenant  Butler  to  Colonel  Johnson. 

[  New-Tork  ¥*ff,n,  Hh,,  No.  :u.  ] 


Sir 


Oswego  Sept'  S"*  1760 

thereabouts  &  to.d  the  Jhl  waT.af  ,7 ^^  ?oro:::\L'sr  lit'?"  'r^'^^^^  "^ 
countrys  had  heard  how  much  the  ^JvSJaT  T  f  '  ^'"'^"'"^  ^^  ''^'^  ^''^  "'^ 

likewise  understood  they  had  list  Tevlra^o    th  '     "'""^'^  ''""  '"  ''^^'^  ^^"^«'  'l^^'  •>« 

had  not  yet  taken  reven^gel'^dTrrml  ^r  oTr^o^Ti ri";  t  T  Td^-^  '^^  ^^^-^^  ^"^^ 
English  giving  them  at  the  same  time  all  such    hinl  n!Vr         ^  *""'  '^"'"''  '''" 

which  about  twenty  young  fellows   osl  un  and  H    ^^!,   I  '  "'"  '"  ''""^  ''''  ^ar.  upon 

&  so  set  out  for  the^^E^ward  of  Boston   thelj:'?  """  i-.-'-diately  go  a  fighting 

who  sent  ten  young  men  after  them        ider^^   tT  '^^T  T^"''  '^^^  °^^-  ^"^--. 
woods  but  could  not  be  prevailed  on      UDon  wh  !h  Tk  '      ^^  ""'''  overtaken  in  the 

complained  of  the  Governor  of  te  three  mvTs  I    „Vth7lT'  '"  '''  ^''"""  '"  ^^^'^  *= 

I  am  Sir 

Your  mo  obedient 

To  Coll  W»  Johnson  ''"'"'''®  ^^''^^'^t 

("g")        Tho'  Butler 
A  true  Copy  Exam*"  P' 

Gw  Banybr  D  oecry 
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Colonel  Johnson  to  Governor  Clinton. 

[  New- York  Papers,  Ilh.,  No.  119.  ] 

Mount  Johnson  Sept  14.  1750. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency 

The  inclosed  information  I  had  from  Capt"  Thos  Butler,  then  at  Oswego,  but  is  since  come 
from  thence,  and  by  further  inquiry  find  by  the  said  Indian  discourses  with  him,  and  by  several 
other  accounts,  that  the  French  Governors  are  spiriting  up  the  Indians  against  the  settlers  of 
Nova  Scotia  as  much  as  possible,  and  have  succeeded  beyond  Expectation,  telling  them  the 
English  are  settling  now  on  their  Lands  and  if  allowed  will  in  time  dispossess  them  of  all  their 
Lands,  telling  them  also  that  they  are  men  of  no  spirit,  if  they  do  not  likewise  revenge  the  loss 
of  so  many  of  their  People  slain  in  the  late  War.  They  supply  them  with  a.ms.  Ammunition 
Clothing  &c :  for  said  Purposes  This  account  is  confirmed  by  the  Cagnawagees,  who  told 
several  Mohawks  (whom  they  -net  when  hunting)  that  the  Onagungees  had  been  at  their  Castle 
desiring  their  assistance  in  the  pressingest  manner.  The  Coghnawagees  made  answer,  that  it 
was  but  lately,  they  had  buried  their  Axe,  and  they  did  net  chuse  to  take  it  up  again  so  soon 
understanding  there  was  a  general  Peace 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  M'  Kalm  a  Swedish  Gentleman  (who 
was  lately  at  my  house  in  his  return  from  Niagara)  said  he  assured  me  he  read  a  letter  from 
the  Loid  intendant  of  Quebec  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Niagara,'  dated  some  time  this  last 
summer,  wherein  he  desires  him  to  supply  all  Indians  (who  pass  in  their  way  to  Oswego)  with 
Goods,  at  such  a  Price  as  may  induce  them  to  trade  there  to  gain  which  point  at  the  time,  he 
said  the  Lord  Intendant  in  his  letter  says,  he  will  not  regard  the  loss  of  20  or  30,000  Livres  a 
year  to  the  Crown.  He  also  allows  sai  1  officer  to  supply  8aid  Indians  with  what  quantity  of 
Brandy  or  Rum  tliey  may  want,  which  never  was  allowed  before,  for  their  Preista  were  always 
against  selling  them  liquor,  but  finding  liquor  to  be  one  of  the  principal  articles,  they  trade  for, 
they  are  determined  to  let  them  have  it  as  they  would  otherwise  go  to  Oswego  for  it  I  take  it 
t'^eir  view  in  this,  is  as  much  if  not  more,  for  preventing  any  communication  between  us  and 
Stiid  Indians,  as  for  engrossing  the  trade,  and  in  my  opinion  they  could  not  have  fallen  upon  a 
better  scheme  to  accomplish  Said  M'  Kalm  told  me  he  heard  the  officers  at  Niagara  say  that  by 
their  letters  from  Canada  they  had  an  account  that  Oswego  would  be  given  up  to  them  as  an 
equivalent  for  the  Island  Tobago 

I  can't  help  acquainting  your  Excellency  of  the  ill  temper  of  the  Indians  of  the  five 
Nations  at  present  occasioned  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Oswego  duties,  threatening  to 
make  all  the  Inhabitants  settled  to  the  Westward  of  Albany  pay  duties  for  what  Rum  or 
Strouds  they  sell  to  the  Indians,  by  which  means  said  Indians  must  pay  considerably  more 
than  usual  for  heir  said  commoditys — This  together  with  their  being  in  some  other  respects, 
not  so  much  la  en  notice  of,  as  at  this  time  they  expected  gives  them  a  great  deal  of  uneasiness 
and  I  am  afraid  may  be  of  very  bad  consequence,  if  not  prevented  They  would  have  me  draw 
up  an  Instrument  for  them  by  way  of  complaint  to  your  Excellency,  wherefore  I  heartily  wish 
there  may  be  a  stop  put  to  it,  as  it  would  be  a  great  iiardship  to  all  the  Inhabitants  who  carry 
on  a  little  trade  for  a  livelyhood  in  the  Country 

'  Monsieur  Besiijon.  Kalm't  Letter  on  the  FalU  of  Niagara,  in  Bartram'a  Obtervationi,  81.  —  Eu. 
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The  Indians  plague  me  dayly  for  Smiths  to  be  sent  to  their  Castles  and  for  Powder  and  Lea-' 
ft  th"  S  /h  !"  '""  u"'"  "  "^""'^^  ''  «'^«  '"«"  ""^"^  "'-  '-ted  It  is  high  t?me  now 
It.  and  for  ail  the  past  services  unpaid;  The  Smiths  ought  to  have  about\£20.  for  presents  to 
g.ve  the  Ind.ans  of  each  castle,  where  they  are  quartered.     I  flatter  myself  if  ^opefsteps  a  e 

Your  Excellencys 

a  true  Copy  ""'^  °^^^r* 

G  CANTON  ,   humb,    s„        t 

(sg")         AATm  Johnson 


Governor  HamiJt/in  to  Governor  CUnU 

(N»w-Tork  Pipen,  Hh.,  No.  119.  ] 


on. 


Sir 

Your  Excellencys  W.Kc  of  the  tl-ird  instant  imparting  to  me  Coll  Johnsons  intelligence  of 
some  French  Officers  gomg  towards  Ohio  with  a  large  present  for  th.  Indians,  was  detained  in 
the  Post  Office.  Or  I  would  have  done  myself  the  honor  to  hive  answered  it  sooner- 
especial  ly  as  the  contents  are  of  great  consequence  and  what  I  have  had  of  late  much  under 
my  consideration  uuucr 

The  Indian  Interpreter  at  Ohio  was  fortunately  in  Town  when  your  letter  came  to  ny  hands, 
and  I  despatch-  hmi  immediately  with  a  Present  to  the  Twightwees  which  at  my  instance 
had  been  provided  by  our  Assembly.  He  came  to  deliver  me  a  message  from  the  Indians  at 
Ohio  to  all  His  Maty's  Governments,  A  Copy  whereof  I  have  enclosed  as  also  copy  of  a 
message  from  the  T wightv^ees  giving  to  understand  that  they  had  resisted  the  French  solicitations 

\lTTv:  'H    T  '''  '°  *''''■■  "'^  ^^'"^^  ^"'^  '^  '^''^  l^^^^^g^^  b«  duly  considered,  it 

can  t  but  be  thought  necessary  that  those  Indians  be  suitably  rewarded  for  their  attachment  to 
us,  because  it  must  be  obvious  that  if  for  want  of  due  encouragement,  Nations  of  such 
importance  should  go  from  us,  tlas  would  affect  our  Influence  on  all  other  Indians,  and  might 
in  the  end  totally  destroy  it  "'»"i- 

You  can't  be  insensible  that  many-  of  the  six  Nations  have  of  late  left  their  old  Habitations 
and  settled  on  the  branches  of  Missisippi,  and  are  becc.me  more  numerous  there  than  in  the 
Countrys  they  left  At  w.iich  both  the  French  &  the  Council  at  Onondaga  are  not  a  liull 
alarmed,  as  ,t  will  give  a  remarkable  Turn  to  Indian  aff-airs  and  must  draw  on  them  '^he 
attention  of  hid  Majestys  Governours,-  If  my  information  be  true  &  I  have  it  from  persons*  of 
undoubted  Credit  these  Refugees  of  the  Six  Nations  (if  I  may  use  the  Term)  the  sZonese 
&  Delawnres,  with  iheir  new  allies  the  Owendats  and  Tw.ghteas  make  a  body  of  fifteen 
hundred  if  not  two  thousand  men,  and  in  my  opinion  these  different  Nations  are  now  upon 

'  Numbers.  P*nHttilvar.:a  Colnniai  Record*.  V.,  463. 

'  «nd  mu.t  dr.w  the  Attention  ci  hi.  M.jeitie.  GoTemor.  into  thow  mon  remot«  p.rt..  Ihid.  -  U. 
VOL.  VI.  ff^ 
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the  Ballaiice.  If  a  prudent  management  and  seasonable  Liberality  be  exercised  they  may  be 
retained  in  our  interest.  But  if  no  notice  be  taken  of  them  nor  suitable  presents  made  them, 
the  French  may*  justly  reproach  the  Twightwees  for  their  Defection,  and  they  will  cast  these 
Reproaches  on  our  Indians  who  perswaded  them  into  our  Alliance,  and  thereupon  they  may 
not  only  leave  us  themselves,  but  draw  off  our  Indians  with  them,  and  if  we  should  fall  into 
these  unhappy  circumstances  tis  not  probable  we  shall  retain  the  Six  Nations  at  Onondago 
long,  for  when  these  are  strip'd  of  their  allies,  and  of  these  Western  Indians  they  will  be 
despised,  or  to  avoid  contempt,  go  over  to  the  French  with  the  other  Indians 

This  I  take  to  be  a  true  Representation  of  the  State  of  Indian  Affairs  and  gives  me  much 
concern  that  the  Council  at  Onondago  should  not  be  able  to  retain  their  People  among  them, 
but  by  suffering  their  young  Indians  to  go  and  settle  in  those  distant  parts,  give  rise  to  a  new 
Interest  that  in  a  little  time  must  give  them  Law  instead  of  taking  it  from  them;  but  the  thing 
is  too  plain  to  be  concealed  and  therefore  His  Majestys  Governors  will  do  well  to  consider 
what  is  proper  to  be  done  on  this  new  Turn  of  affairs 

«  This  Province  has  cheerfully  been  at  a  very  considerable  expence  to  preserve  these  Indians, 
and  was  it  in  Ability,  might  continue  to  do  so :  but  they  grow  too  numerous  for  any  single 
Colony,  it  is  therefore  become  expedient  that  this  matter  should  be  fully  set  forth,  and  as  I 
have  taken  the  Freedom  to  place  it  in  what  appears  to  me  [to  be]  the  true  light  to  your 
Excellency  I  have  likewise  done  the  same  to  the  Governors  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  in  hopes 
that  some  thing  may  be  done  to  frustrate  the  effects  of  the  indefatigable  pains  the  French  are 
taking  in  that  Quarter 

If  your  Excellency  shall  think  proper  to  make  any  Answer  to  the  inclosed  Messages  on  your 
Transmitting  it  home  Pll  take  care  to  send  it  by  the  first  opportunity  to  our  Interpreter  at  Ohio 
I  am  with  all  possible  regard 
Sir 

Your  most  obedient 

&  most  humble  Servant 

Philadelphia  20  Sep  1750  (sg")         James  Hamilton 


New  York 

a  true  Copy  Ex"*  P. 


Gw  Banyar  Sec'' 


Message  of  Miamis  and  Hwrons  to  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

[  N«w-Pork  Pupera,  lib.,  Wo.  1!11.  ] 

Copy  of  a  Message  delivered  by  Andrew  Montour  Indian  Interpreter  at  Ohio,  to 
the  Governor  of  Pensylvania 

May  it  please  the  Governor 

The  Twightwees  who  were  admitted  into  the  Alliance  of  the  English  in  a  Treaty  held  at 
Lancaster  two  or  three  years  figo  sent  their  Deputys  to  Allegheney  last  Winter,  with  a  Message 


V 
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bM„  „pe„  between  „»,  being  „  new  el    ,„,         ^T  '''•'"''""  the  Itoad,  which  h„a  lately 

now  be  n,ad.  plain,  and  thnfeve;  tZg  t    e     nnvhinT'  ,    ".;'  "'"■  ""'  "°"  *'"=1  '""^ 
of  it,  80  efliotnally  a,  „„,  ,„  |.„4  „„  «  "  "^'j  "'»y  ■•"<1"  the  Parage  may  be  removed  out 

ooly  a.  far  a,  where  y.„  live,  ho    b  rnn'""  n"":";',: rr""  7  '"''"  '""  "'»>'  "»  """'■  " 
l.ve,  that  there  Trader,  whom  we  deeire  to  see  1™™  ""■"/'"■  "'""""  ""  ^"^IM 

mny  travel  to  us  .eeurely  4  with  E™.  ^        '  ""''  '"  '''"''  "'"■  "»  for  the  future, 

"  Brethren  ' 

.a::r  cri-:ro=:'-;;';L:r;:o"'  7 ""-, ''»— - 

Father  Onontlo  ha.  kept  u  p„„T&  iij  ;«.!  ro'  "  """'t  "iH  be  for  our  Good.  Our 
to  see  thing,  at  a  great  distance  W.  ™,  '  T'  T"'  ""  '"S'"  ">  °P'»  ""  ^y«  »"■! 
Twightwee.,  have  entirely  la  d  Onontla;  de  „d°"l  '  '"  ^'""S  ""^'-P""'.  that  we  the 
any  longer  hearken  to  what  he  shauTy  "     ""  "■""  '"'  S""™'"  ''y  <<''  "^'^  "or 

ah;2:;;:ir:^;!,irrzr;:  - -,t\::  SI?;  r-^r^  "'•"""-' "-'  -  - 

Sir 

pJ,t:hL2:;":on;rT:i;',t:: '°" "-  '"•""  "'■'="  -^^  ■^«  ^»"»"  '""i- «.  -bio. 

Brethren  the  Twightwecs 

t..tdt::;ivt;'i::he7r.::f*7:t;,eTrsT/^;-"v™-"^  -  ^ 

EnglLb  Governor,  all  of  whom  we  includ:  il "hi"  Lf'^er        "  """  "  °"°"'""'  "'"'  ■"  "» 
Brethren  of  the  Twightwee  Nations 

-  and  pleasantly  to  one  an  other,  a  d  S  I  '  i  " ^T;  '  '""'"  '^"^  '''^'''''^  ^^^^'^ 
"  And  furcher  that  you  have  henceforth  put  you  v'^  u  our''  """I  T"  '■""""^^'  ^""• 
"you  with  our  Council  and  that  you  i>ave  en  nvT  "..,.'■■'  '""'  '^'"'''  '''  ^"'  '»««'«* 
"  governed  by  his  Councils"  ^  '""^  ""^^  ^"°"''«'  '-"'^  ^'"  ^-  "o  more 

•'  you  under  our  care,  and  a       t'lo^   ^  .     o"  i    "  '"'^  '^'1  '""'^^'""''"'^^     ^^«  -"'  '"^e 

"  Detenninations  are  made  witl    the  utmo,  '"     "  '''''  '"''"""     ^^'^  '^^'^  ^0"^ 

"ndhere  to  what  you  JvlTtpnlTTw  """"""  "''  ^^'"^^-"tion.  and  that  you  will 

y       «ny      1  he  Kngl.sh  &  We  are  firmly  united  together.     We  are  all  one 


it 

'A 
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..  people  and  our  hands  joined  so  together,  that  nothing  can  separate  them  You  have  joined 
..  hands  with  them  &  us  tis  true,  but  yours  are  yet  like  the  hands  of  Infants,  they  can  not  take 
«  hold  of  the  chain  of  Friendship  with  so  much  strength  as  those  of  riper  years;  but  we  advise 
..  you  to  take  as  strong  an  hold  of  it  as  ever  you  can  and  to  form  an  union  that  nothmg  can 
"  break  through -If  any  Tree  should  fall  &  block  up  the  Road  between  us,  be  sure  let  us  all 
..  put  our  bauds  to  it.  and  unitedly  &  amicably,  like  Brethren,  throw  it  out  of  the  Road-Dont 
"  let  us  act  single  on  any  occasion,  but  altogether,  and  then  shall  we  have  the  more  strength 

Sir 

I  am  further  ordered  to  tell  you  that  a  Message  arrived  from  the  Twightwees  just  before  I  left 
Allegheney  to  acknowledge  that  they  had  received  the  Ohio  answer,  and  returned  thanks,  and 
gave  further  Assurances  that  they  would  continue  true  to  their  new  Engagements  &  expected 
to  receive  the  Answer  of  the  English  Governors  by  the  first  Trader  that  should  come  into  their 
parts  in  the  Fall 

S' 

I  have  finished  what  was  given  me  in  charge  with  respect  to  the  Twightwees,  but  1  have 
still  something  to  communicate  to  the  Governor  of  Pensilvania  and  all  the  other  Governors  on 
the  Continent,  which  was  communicated  to  me  by  the  Owendaets  (otherwise  called  the 
lonontady-Haga  Indians)  in  conjunction  with  the  other  Indians  settled  on  Ohio,  be  pleased 
therefore  to  receive  a  message  sent  by  the  owendaets  and  the  other  Indians. 

Brethren  the  Governors  of  Pensilvania  and  New  York 

When  you  were  at  Wai  with  Onontio,  we  were  perswaded  by  Corlaer  to  strike  the  French, 
you  have  since  made  peace  with  Onontio,  and  we  expected  that  we  were  included  in  that 
Treaty,  but  we  dont  find  it  so.  for  the  French  are  always  threatning  us,  and  have  put  us  into 
so  much  fear  by  their  menaces,  that  we  dare  not  suiTer  our  People  to  go  to  the  hunting  places 
at  a  distance  from  us  lest  we  should  meet  a  party  of  French,  This  was  the  case  all  last  summer, 
and  we  have  received  Intelligence  from  the  Six  Nations,  that  the  French  in  Canada  are 
now  making  Military  Preperations,  and  intend  to  attack  us  this  summer.  Brethren  you  ought 
to  have  included  us  in  your  Peace,  but  since  you  did  not,  we  now  request  that  the  Enghsh 
Governors  would  jointly  apply  to  have  us  included  in  the  Peace,  that  we  may  not  be  subject 
to  their  intimidations  and  Resentment  of  the  French  but  be  in  quiet  as  well  us  you 
Here  he  finished  and  gave  a  String  of  Wampum  — 

N  B  The  Owendaets'  lived  on  the  other  side  of  Lake  Erie  before  the  Commencem*  of  the 
War:  but  left  their  Settlements  and  came  on  this  side  the  Lake,  and  committed  Hostilities 
against  the  French  &  dare  not  return  to  their  Towns  but  remain  with  the  other  Indians  on  Ohio 

The  above  is  a  true  Copy  of  an  Indian  Message  delivered  by  M'  Andrew  Montour 
Indian  Interpreter  at  Ohio,  &  entered  into  the  Council  Books  exam"*  by  me  8c 

Certified  this  20  Sep  1760 

Richard  Pbtkrs 
New  York  a  true  Copy  Secy  of  Pensylvania 

Examined  by 

Gw  Bandar  D  Secry 

'  Iluronii.  —  Eo. 
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Lords  of  Trade  to  the  DuTce  of  Bedfwd. 

[New-Tork  EnlrlM,  B.  W.,  p.  8&  ] 

To  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  one  of  Hi.  Majeecy's  principal  Secretaries  of  State. 
My  Lord. 
Having  lately  received  a  letter  from  M'  Clinton  His  Mait/.  Tnvr  „r  »u     «      • 

The  consequences  which  may  attend   the  wnnf  of  o    „»    •  x  ..^     . 

several  «°t  ""s  «"    he  Ohio  m  Alliance  with  us,  which,  should  they  effect.  Coll  Johnson 
apprehends  the  five  Nations  must  also  submit  to  them.     We  are.  My  Lord, 

Your  Grace's 

most  obedient  and  most  humble  serves 
Whitehall.  ^"'*''  Halifax 

Oct'  the  12«*  1760.  Dcpplin 

Charles  TormsEND. 


^  ■■  »  ■■  » 


Lord^  of  Trade  to  Governor  Clinton. 

I  NawTork  EnMw  B.  If.,  p.  88.  ] 

To  the  Hon"'  George  Clinton  Esq'  Gov'  of  New  York 
Sir, 
Since  our  letter  to  you  dated  the  1"  of  Sept'  wo  have  received  your's  of  the  30'^  of  Julv  Inst 

Administration  of  Govern'  and  the  State  of  your  Province,  before  the   l^uV.nruu   a 
C.».ciUrVI,gT„i7  "''"'"  "°  ''"'"  l»"'»  ™«i"«"-'»".  .1..  Pre.id.„,  of  ,h. 
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We  are  well  pleased  to  find  you  have  given  orders  to  the  proper  Officers,  to  search  for  the 
papers  we  directed,  and  we  hope,  you  will  take  care  that  they  are  diligent  in  their  inquiries, 
that  those  papers  may  be  transmitted  to  us  as  soon  as  possible. 

We  are  now  met  after  our  usual  recess  &  shall  take  the  State  of  affairs  in  your  Govern'  into 
immediate  consideration,  and  lose  no  time  in  preparing  a  Representation  thereupon— So  we 
bid  you  heartily  fare  veil,  and  are  ettc:  — 


15,  October  1750. 


Dunk  Halifax, 

DUPPLIN, 

C    TOWNSHEND. 


V 


^  .»  »  ■■  » 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  New-Tork  Papen,  Hb,,  No.  196.  ] 

My  Lords  • 

The  advices  I  had  from  my  Agents  gave  me  reason  to  expect,  that  I  should  have  received 
early  last  spring  His  Maty's  Pleasure,  on  the  matters  which  I  liad  represented  to  your  Lordships 
and  to  his  Grace  of  Bedford.  I  was  in  dayly  expectation  of  this,  till  the  middle  of  last  Summer, 
and  thought  it  my  duty  to  delay  meeting  the  Assembly  of  this  Province,  till  I  received  His 
Matys  Pleasure,  as  otherwise  I  was  in  danger  of  exposing  the  Authority  of  His  Majestys 
commission  to  contempt.  But  being  at  last  informed  that  nothing  would  be  done  relating  to 
the  affairs  of  this  Government  till  after  the  Kings  return  from  Hanover  it  became  incumbent 
on  me  to  provide  for  the  Exigencies  of  His  Matys  service 

The  French  had  their  Emissaries  among  all  the  Indian  Nations  depending  on  or  in  Friendship 
with  the  English  Colonies  who  by  all  the  Artifices  in  their  Power  and  with  a  large  expence  of 
Money  had  gained  great  influence  over  them,  by  infusing  into  their  minds  prejudices  against 
the  English,  and  extravagant  opinions  of  the  French  power,  and  were  likewise  inciting  them  to 
make  war  on  each  other;  of  which  I  transmitted  to  your  Lordships  and  the  Duke  of  Bedford 
the  Informations  I  had  received 

The  Garrison  of  Oswego  (by  which  the  fidelity  of  the  Six  Nations  in  a  great  measure  is 
secured )  tho'  consisting  of  Regular  Troops  is  supported  in  Provisions  by  this  Province,  which 
must  have  failed  anci  the  Giirrisjn  thereon  been  withdrawn  without  meeting  the  Assembly ; 
To  all  which  may  be  added  that  I  and  all  the  Officers  of  the  (Jovernnient  had  been  two  years 
without  any  support,  which  was  harder  on  me,  by  the  Dilliculties  which  were  made  in  the 
payment  of  my  publick  Bills,  for  which  my  person  &  fortune  stand  engaged 

Now  my  Lords  !  If  1  had  not  met  the  Assembly  all  the  misfortunes  or  other  unhappy  incidents 
in  the  (Jovernm'  which  may  happen,  would  have  been  thrown  on  me,  with  all  the  noise  & 
Clamour  that  could  have  been  raised  or  invented 

I  foresaw  &  must  confess  that  I  could  not  obtain  any  supply  for  any  service  however  necessary, 
till  I  have'  a  promise  to  tlie  Speaker,  to  pass  all  their  Bills  in  the  manner  they  were  formerly, 
in  the  time  of  L'  Governor  Clarks  administration  and  I  humbly  hope  that  the  necessity  of 
His  Majestys  Service  will  at  this  time  excuse  what  the  same  necessity  has  so  often  before 

'  ptyt.  Clinton  to  Bid/d-d,  jto$t.  {>.  fia%.—  V.tt. 
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not  only  the  neglect  but  the  ContemptSU    h  2  Lr/""  ^^  ^'^"  •=°"«''^" 

have  been  treated  in  former  Assemblys  "'     ^'  commission  &  Instructions 

There  are  no  instances  I  beieive  wheri>  mon  «,»,„  u 
they  willingly  gi,.  u  „p  „e  much  „"„  '  "^^  "^  ''?"  ''J  ""''  ""»"'  «"''"'  ''°"".  ">" 
.0  fill  ,h,ir  own  or  .he'  Friel  pXlZlb/  ''  "     "  ""'  '""  """•  "  "»  """  "■»« 

enr  TifernXtrt  xi"  s'jZi^rri  r^  j-^-  ■"■'"'°"  '^"  •'«  -^^"^  - 

Pro.i»c.  i„,„  the  hands  of  the  A„ertly  '"  '°  *'"'  "P  ""  Government  of  thi, 

orlZ;tl*:;;:i;'J"  -•  l^P- -  .^_00.™„r  on  .h.  p..en.  Tooting 

With  very  great  Regard     - 
My  Lords 

Your  Lordships  mo  obed' 
2  Dec  1760  '^"'^  ^^'"7  humble  Servant 

Geo  Clinton 


Volofiel  Johnson  to  Governor  Clinton. 

[  NewTork  Papery  Ilh.,  No.  m.  ] 

May  it  please  your  Excellency  Sept'  26.  1760 

.o';:::;::r:' re::^rn:i'':rL';::::,^:s;::'.tr  tr-  ri ""'""  --  --■-■« 

Summer  as  usual  were  taken  l'ri«nn..A  ''"7'P"'°"g  ^''e  Indians  of  Ohio  River  lost 
De  Troit  for  said  pur^o'^l^^^^^^^^^  ,"^  '"«  — "'''"g  officer  of 

plainly  appears  by  all  the  c^^.L^.n^H  Zrlr' •!.'"''  "'"  ^*^«"'"'"S  «'' '««  June.it 
destroy  Zt  EnglLh  men  t^  y  Jm  /'  \  :  ;::'  °  "7  ^"^"^  '"^  '"'""^  ^«  '"^«  - 
them  the  Ammunition  Tobacco  &c-  wh       tl  e      id  rm  ""  T'  """  ^°  *  ^f'^--' 

when  they  brought  said  IVisontr.  T  i        u  °""^"  ««^''  '•'«•»  f«r  their  Journey:  And 

Which  said^.isonlrs rVe^r::^^  """  ---'^'  ^"- well 

two  Prisoners  with  him.  in  ordl  ^br  n.  ."h  ,  ^''  '« J'^'Z"'^  ^y  «"  "'her  officer,  took  those 
rrom  him  half  way  betw  n  Nill  ^Iw  "  r  '^""''r'' '"'  "^^  '"'^■'y  "'-'«  their  escape 
naked  condition.   ^They    ,  y  thTr  nth      7"     •""'  ^  "f"  ''"'^  "'"""  '"  ""'  '"  «  "--«ble 

-»iu,«tote/..„,„„,,io7r:ia;:;;:;;;r:;::- 
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two  sons  of  one  of  their  L«  Governors  whom  I  suppose  to  be  Mons'  Longquiles  Sons,  certainly 
they  have  something  in  agitation  which  they  want  to  put  in  execution  as  sjon  as  they  can  ; 
having  accounts  from  several  Hands  lately  which  corroborate  Those  two  men  say  that  the 
French  at  Detroit  and  thereabout  have  offered  and  given  some  Indians  great  Presents  to  go 
&  take  or  destroy  one  M'  Crochan  &  Lawrie,  two  of  the  cheif  men  who  trade  from 
Pensylvania  and  have  the  most  influence  on  all  Indians,  living  thereabouts  of  any  that  ever 
went  among  them  or  in  all  likeiyhood  ever  may— Should  they  succeed  therein  it  would 
certainly  be  a  great  Step  towards  their  gaining  them  Indians  who  are  as  yet  very  strongly 
attached  to  the  British  Interest  and  double  the  number  of  the  five  Nations,  more  over  if  the 
French  go  on  so,  there  is  no  man  can  be  safe  in  his  own  house  for  I  can  any  time  get  an  Indian 
to  kill  any  man  for  paying  of  him  a  small  matter  Their  going  on  in  this  manner  is  worse  than 
an  open  War.  Jean  Ceur  whom  I  mentioned  to  your  Excellency  some  time  ago  is  now  gone 
among  S"  Ohio  Indians  in  order  to  Sperit  them  up  against  the  English  (I  wish  he  may  meet 
with  his  p-  per  desert)  I  hope  your  Excellency  will  pardon  my  troubling  you  with  so  long  a 
Detail  of  .  -s  kind  but  [as]  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  you  of  every  thing  that  may  come 
to  my  knowledge  relating  to  the  Service  of  the  Province,  hope  you  will  excuse  it  and  beleive 
me  to  be  with  all  sincerity  and  Esteem 

Sir 

Your  Excellencys 

most  obedient  Servant 
New  York  W- Johnson 

a  true  copy  Exam''  by 

Gw  Banyar  D  Secy 


<   n   »    <i  » 


Affidavit  of  Mr.  Ilorsmandm. 

I New-Tork  P»p«i»,  Hh,  m. ] 

City  of  New  York  j    ,      •   u 

Whereas  I  the  subscriber  Daniel  Horsemanden  Esq"  have  lately  been  informed,  that  it  has 
been  whispered  about  this  city  for  these  twelve  months  past  or  more  that  I  did  apply  to  His 
Excellency  our  Governor  and  requested  of  him  to  recommend  me  to  his  Majesty  for  n 
commission  to  supersede  Richard  Brad[l]ey  Esq"  as  Attorney  General  of  this  Province  which 
report  I  have  some  reason  to  imagine  was  invented  and  purposely  propagated  to  blacken  my 
Character  Therefore  to  wipe  off  so  foul  an  Aspersion  I  am  in  justice  to  myself  obliged  to 
declare  the  truth  That  some  time  since  to  the  best  of  my  Remembrance  last  summer  was 
two  years  M'  Bradley  being  in  a  weak  and  declining  State  of  health  and  in  the  Opinion  of 
those  that  visited  him  not  like  to  survive  long.  I  did  apply  myself  to  His  Excellency  our 
Governor  and  aRer  representing  the  dangerous  Condition  I  apprehended  M'  Bradley  to  be  m 
requested  him  to  recommend  me  to  His  Majesty,  through  the  favor  of  His  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  that  I  might  be  honored  with  that  Commission  in  case  of  M'  Bradleys  death 

Whereupon  his  Excellency  was  pleased  to  signify  that  he  would,  but  asked  me  what  reasons 
he  should  offer  to  hii  Grace,  why  I  should  be  inclined  in  «'",h  acase  to  descend  from  the  Bench 
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I  did  not  do  ,0  till  after  hi.  ExcXnl  !!      j  .  ,        '  '°  ""  •""  "^  "'  ""■en'l>'«i><» 

ratitio::-;£HS'^^^^^^^^ 

as  last  mentioned  ''  "'"''  "'''  "^  ^'^""^'^'^  ^«  "^I^^  -y  -ch  application 

Memorandum  the  23  Jan"-  1747  ^^^  Horsmanden 


^  '■  »  11  ^ 


G'^w^nor  CTmfcnV  Declaration  on  Mr.  Ilormuifulen^s  Affidavit. 

[N«w  York  Ptpera,  Ilh.,  No.  188.] 

Whereas  M'  Daniel  Horsmanden  late  a  Member  of  His  Majestys  Council  of  this  Province 
njade  an  affidavU  that  he  never  applyed  to  me  to  intercede  with  the  Duke  of  NewcZ  o 
obtam  a  Comm.sson  for  him  to  supercede  M'  Bradley  the  present  Attorney  Genera     nUU 

r;    t     :''':• '  '''"'  '''  ^"'  ^^'^'^^^  «^'"«  '^'^''^  -ith  many  people  ^ 
I  do  hereby  tesfhe  &  declare  upon  my  honor  and  the  faith  of  a  Gentleman  that  the  said 
Daniel  Horsmanden  d.d  apply  to  me  to  move  His  Majesty  through  the  favor  of  His  G  ace  t  e 

cou.  come  .om  .>,a„d^  But  as ,  .eteL;:ri:trla:^[:;;,^zr^^T^:j;; 

d  nyed  the  sa.d  Dan.el  Horsemanden  my  Interest  or  Recommendation  for  a  ComTss In  al 
Attorney  General  of  this  Province  on  such  Terms,  or  upon  any  other  Terms  uZ  r  !  r 
t..e  Death  of  M^  Bradley.  And  .  do  further  declare  tlL  tL's^d  Dan  e  H  II':;: 
,..lfu lly  and  notorious  y  perjured  himself  by  that  Aftidavit- And  I  refer  myself  to  M'  De  an  ey 
he  Che.f  Justice  of  the  Province  if  I  did  not  soon  after  complain  to  him  of  M^  HorsemandenI 
ungenerous  and  unreasonable  application  in  his  own  lavor.  with  which  I  acquainted  severa  of 

.uLl  t  H  '  U    "p    "      ""?  «"""^  '"^'"'""•^  '°  «^'"'«  ^''  "-«'"-'ien  when  no  7ZenJe 
Bubsmted  ,n  the  Province  in  [testimony]  of  which  I  hereunto  set  my  hand 

20  Dec  174S.  G^o  Cunto.v 
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Governor  Clinton  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 

i  New-Tork  Piip«n.  ( 8.  P.  O. )  XI.,  JOT,  ]  .-r^      , 

(Duphciite) 
My  Lord  Duke 

The  advices  I  had  from  my  agents,  gave  me  reason  to  expect  1  should  have  received  early 
last  spring,  Hin  Maj""  pleasure  on  the  matters,  which  I  had  represented  to  Your  Grace  and  the 
Lords  of  Trade.  I  was  in  daily  expectation  of  tliis,  till  the  middle  of  last  Summer,  &  thought 
it  my  duty  to  delay  meeting  the  Assembly  of  this  province,  till  I  received  His  Majesty's 
pleasure,  as,  otherwise,  I  was  in  danger  of  exposing  the  Authority  of  His  commission  to 
contempt.  But  being  at  last  informed,  thfit  nothing  would  be  done,  relating  to  the  affairs  of 
this  Govern'  till  after  the  King's  return  from  Hanover;  it  became  incumbent  upon  me  to 
provide  for  the  exigencies  of  His  Majesty's  service. 

The  French  had  their  Emissaries  among  all  the  Indian  nations,  depending  on  or  in  friendship 
■with  the  English  Colonies,  who,  by  all  the  artifices  in  their  power,  and  with  a  large  expence 
of  money,  had  gained  great  influence  over  them,  by  infusing  into  their  minds  prejudices  against 
the  English,  and  extravagant  opinions  of  the  French  power  and  were  likewise  inciting  them  to 
make  war  on  each  other,  of  which  I  transmitted  to  your  Grace  and  the  Lords  of  Trade  the 
informations  I  had  received. 

The  Garrison  of  Oswego  by  which  the  fidelity  of  the  Six  nations,  in  a  great  measure  is 
secured,  tho'  consisting  of  regular  troops,  is  supported  in  provisions  by  this  province  which 
must  have  failed,  and  the  Garrison  thereon  been  withdrawn,  without  meeting  the  Assembly  : 
to  all  which  may  be  added,  that  I  and  all  the  Officers  of  Gov'  were  two  years  without  any 
support,  which  was  harder  on  me  by  the  dfficulties  that  were  made  in  the  payment  of  my 
publick  bills,  for  which  my  person  and  fortune  stand  engaged.  Now  My  Lord  Duke!  If  I  had 
not  met  the  Assembly  all  tho  misfortunes  or  other  unhappy  incidents  in  the  Govern'  which 
may  happen,  would  have  been  thrown  on  me,  with  all  the  noise  and  clamour  that  could  have 
been  raised  or  invented. 

I  foresaw,  and  must  confess,  that  I  could  not  obtain  any  supply,  for  any  service  (however 
necessary)  till  I  gave  u  promise  to  the  r.peaker  to  pass  all  their  Bills  in  the  manner  thrty  were 
formerly  in  the  time  of  Lieut'  Governour  Clark's  Administration  ;  and  I  humbly  hope  that  the 
necessity  of  His  Maj''"'  service,  will  at  this  time  excuse,  what  the  same  necessity  has  so  often 
before,  constrained  me  to  do  especially  as  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain  a  direct  answer  to 
any  part  of  the  representations,  I  have  so  long  since  made  on  this  head,  for  I  am  perswaded 
Your  Grace  must  perceive  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  a  Governour  to  prevent  these 
encroachments  on  His  Maj'''"'  Authority,  when  Your  Grace  shall  consider  not  only  the  neglect, 
but  the  contempt  with  which  His  Maj'^'"'  Commission  and  instructions  have  been  treated  in  this 
and  former  Assemblies.  There  are  no  instances  1  believe,  where  men,  who  have  ( by  any 
means)  gained  power,  that  they  willingly  give  it  up,  and  much  more  unwillingly,  when  they  find 
means,  at  the  same  lime  to  fill  their  own  or  friends  pockets  thereby. 

My  duty  therefore  obliges  me  to  tell  Your  Grace  my  humble  opinion,  that  the  King  must 
rnforce  the  Authority  of  his  own  Commission,  or  else  resolve  to  give  up  the  Govern'  of  this 
province  in  to  the  hands  of  the  Assembly.  I  can  safely  affirm,  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of 
any  Governour  (on  the  present  footing  of  affairs)  to  support  his  Authority  in  this  province,  and 
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Fort  George  in  New  York  ^"""^  ''''''''  „„,,    ,  ,.     ,  ,      . , 

13.  Dec'  1750  obedient  humble  servant 

(signed)        G.  Clinton. 


GoD&mor  Clinton  to  the  Lords  of  'Trade. 

My  Lords  '  N«w.To,k  Paper..  Hh.,  No.  148.  J 

Yesterday  I  had  the  honor  of  your  Lordships  Favor  Led  first  of  September  last 

The  ";77  Zyri       ".'^  '"  your  recommendation  of  Mess"  Holland  and  Alexander 

answered  M'LnsCAVl'^of;;:;^  ^'f  ''■''  ''''  "P^''^^""''^  ''^'  °'^-^'  ' 

^J  your  .ordships.r  ::^L  ^e  ^l^ll^^ ^:^  ^  ^  ^  t^^^^ 

orTour  L iThipl  ftfor'To  me^"''^'^  ""^^'^'  ^'^'^^  ^^""^  ^^  ^^  ^  ^^«  "-'^^  -  ^^e  tim^e' 

Lo^d'slirrhat  ft^  Sr  ?;'  ,'''""""  '''"'^"  ^°''^'  ^  •^'•^  -"^^^'^'^^  ^^--^^  -^--t  your 
of   fvera   C^^^^^^^^  ^~'"^d  to  me'three  Lts 

I  Pn.Z       ^  ,  .'  ""^  °"^"  P'P'^"  '"^  P^o^'"g  »i«  »'«Je«tys  Right  to  the  Lands 

U.e  Sea    ;rthi:Tw '"       ''  '''   y'^'-    ^"  ''^'^   ^"P'^"  ^^  --  --"  '^«       ""d 

c:rptii:rt;:cT:fr.br;  ^"-^-^'--^  '--'^'  ^y^-^^^^^^^e...j,  under  t-. 

By  the  above  I  humbly  presume  will  Lordships  will  approve  of  my  Diligence  and  disratnh 
.n  procuring  what  Intelligence  I  could  collect  from   the' Records  and  othT  i, format  on    o 
private  conversation  Your  Lordships  may  assure  yourselves  that  I  shall  let  si  p        ^^^^^^ 
to  gam  further  intelligence  relating  to  the  Boundaries,  which  If  1  do.  I  shall  by  tJv  r,  ,  ^ 
conveyance  transmit  it  to  your  Lordships  ^  "^ 

1  have  just  time  to  acquaint  your  Lordships  that  I  am  this  day  sending  away  circular  letters 
all  the  Governors  upon  the  continent  from  South  Carolina  to  New  Hampsle  to  inform 

uther  in  1  erson.  or  to  send  commissioners  for  their  respective  Governments,  with  nrroer 
•resents  to  join  ma  Treaty  with  the  Six  Nations,  and  other  Indians  in  .ho  Br  t^l    In  erest 
oLlV^'T.:     '  T'  '^  P"''"  '"  "'''^^^'^"'  '°  ^'-  ^'— ■•  of  Canada  c^       I     is 

^i^i^u  ' ""  '"''""• '' ''-''  '"""^  '"'■^"^^'^-  »'•  ^'^  «'^-'"'^  A^'-'o  o?  t,;: 

1  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  great  regard 

My  Lords 

Your  Lps  most  obedient 

New  York  1.3  Dec  1750  "'"*  """"^  *"""*''*  ^"^''"^ 

Geo  Clinton 
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Governor  Clinton  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[NewTork  Pipen,  Bb.,  No.  !!».] 

My  Lords 

I  have  just  time  to  transmitt  to  your  Lordships  a  Paragraph  of  a  letter  from  Coll  Johnson 
of  e""  Inst'  which  came  to  my  hands  last  night  (viz)  "  I  shall  do  myself  the  Honor  of  sending 
"  your  Excellency  a  Plate  of  Lead  full  of  Writing,  which  some  of  the  upper  Nations  of  Indians 
"  stole  from  Jean  Ceur,  the  French  Interpreter,  at  Niagara,  on  his  way  to  the  River  Ohio,  which 
"  river  &  all  lands  thereabouts,  the  French  claim  as  will  appear  by  said  writing.  It  gave  the 
"  Indians  so  much  uneasiness  that  they  immediately  dispatched  some  of  the  Cayuga  Cheifs  to 
"  me  with  it,  telling  me  as  their  only  reliance  was  on  me,  ernestly  begged  I  would 
••communicate  the  Contents  thereof  to  them  which  I  have  much  to  our  Interest  and 
••  their  satisfaction"  * 

As  an  other  vessel  will  sail  in  two  or  three  weeks,  by  which  time  I  expect  to  receive  the 
abovfl  described  Plate  of  Lead  your  Lordships  may  be  assured,  that  I  shall  communicate 
the  contents  ag  it  may  be  of  great  importance  at  this  time  to  clear  up  the  lacroachments  the 
French  have  made  on  the  British  Empire  in  America 

I  am  with  the  greatest  Regard 
My  Lords 

Your  Lordships  most 

obedient  humble  Servant 
New  York  19*^  Dec'  1750.  G :  Clinton 


Governor  Glintoivs  Certificate  about  Iron  Moiling  Mills,  &c. 

[  New-Tork  Pipen,  Hh,  183.  ] 

By  His  Excellency  Honble  George  Clinton  Captain  General,  and  Governor  in  Cheif, 
of  the  Province  of  New  York  and  territories  thereon  depending  in  America, 
Vice  Admiral  of  the  same  and  Admiral  of  the  White  Squadron  of  His 
Mnjestys  Fleet 

In  obedience  to  an  Act  of  Parliament,  Entituled,  '•An  Act  to  encourage  the  importation  of 
Pig  and  Bar  Iron  from  His  Matys  Colonies  in  America;  and  to  prevent  the  erection  of  any 
Mill  or  other  Engine  for  Slitting  or  Rolling  of  Iron ;  or  any  plating  Forge  to  work  with  a  Tilt 
Hammer;  or  any  Furnace  for  making  Steel  in  any  of  the  said  Colonies"  passed  in  the  twenty 
third  year  of  His  Majesty s  Reign.  His  said  Excellency  doth  hereby  certify,  that  there  is 
erected  within  the  said  Province,  in  the  County  of  Orange,  at  a  place  called  Wawayanda, 
about  twenty  six  Miles  from  Iludsons  River;  one  plateing  Forge  to  work  with  a  Tilt  Hiimmer; 
which  belongs  to  Lnwrance  Scrauley  of  the  said  county  Blacksmith ;  has  been  built  about 
four  or  five  years,  and  is  not  at  present  made  use.  And  further  that  there  are  not  erected  in  his 
pnid  E.xcellepcys  Government,  any  other,  or  more  plateing  Forges,  to  work  with  a  Tilt  Hammer, 
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Presents,  and  caused  the  GreaSearoTh^p'^      ''' '!•''  '''^  ^''''''''''^  '^^^'^  subscribed  these 
Fort  Ge^ge  In  the  CtyofXw  York  thfT'""t'i  "^'T  "^"^  '"  '^  '^^^""'°  '^''''    ^t 
one  thousaL  seven  H  ndld  aid  Fftv  and"  T'    '"'  "^ '^-^f'"  '"  the  year  of  our  Lord 
Hundred  and  Fifty,  and  m  the  twenty  fourth  year  of  His  Majestys  Reign 

G.  Clinton. 


-^•»  »  11 » 


Governor  Clinton  to  Governor  Glen. 

I  Naw-Tork  P.pen,  Hh.,  No.~140.  ] 

Sir  Fo'"t  George  New  York  IS*  Dec.  1760 

r.t  week  ■„  J„„e  ..,,,  i„  il,e  several  Governor.,  and  recol,e„Hed  tl,i.  mn.lerVo Them  L  of 
e  greate.t  ,n,p.„„nee  and  I  flaUer  ,„„elr  wich  your  Excellency,  licence  and  Aa  .Hnc  or 
■Ifh     "T'™?  "°'"  J">"' «»'"""■«"  it  „m  I  ,h,nk\e  „  favorable  jrcturefo 

.1,1.  .ce.i„,  „.cH .  Ho';r;o:;°i;  ::v„?,;;r  l°  "n^^^eTer.:"  *°  -^ ""-"-  •» 

If  .1.,.  propoaal  of  an  Interview  ketween  the  .everal  Governor.,  or  conimi..ioner.  reore.enH„, 
them,  be  approved  of  and  they  meet  accordingly,  it  will  ,  conceive  be  verrrrZ  tl,  .ll  d 

.„.»„,„.  ,„to,  and  draw  „p  a  .t.te  of  the  Indian  adair.  to  be  laid  b.lore  Hi  VlSty  and 
at  he  .am.  ,™e  consider  whether,  it  woald  not  be  a  proper  .tep  to  agree  on  a  I  epre.entttio 
ind     ^,7"°"«»«""»f  Canada  tonching  the  conduct  of  sol  of  U,.  Govern  r.Tora," 

Crc     ill"*  p'°"  """V"^  "^  ''"■'""'™'  °'  «"  ■■'™"""  of  ''-^  .ub.i..ing  betweJn 
Oru,tBr„a,n  &  trance,  and  particularly  of  the  15  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,    i.pec^al  J 
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if  it  is  done  with  such  a  concurrence,  upon  good  proofs,  which  I  hope  all  who  know  of  an/ 

such  will  come  furnished  with  or  with  the  means  of  procuring  them 

I  am  &c. 
His  Excellency  Gov  Glen  ^-  Clinton 


A  true  Copy  exam**  by 


Gw  Banyar  D  Secry 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Duke  of  Bedfwd. 

[  New-York  P»p«i*  ( 8.  P.  O. )  XI.,  810.  ] 

My  Lord  Du..e 

My  want  of  health  in  this  climate,  &  the  situation  of  my  private  affairs  oblige  me  to  pray 
Your  Grpce  would  be  pleased  to  move  His  Maj'^  to  grant  me  his  leave  of  absence  from  my 
Govern*  for  twelve  months,  which  I  shall  always  esteem  as  the  highest  mark  of  Your  Graces 
favour,  in  regard  my  well  being  wholly  depends  thereon. 
I  have  the  honour  with  the  greatest 
of  regard  and  duty 

My  Lord. 

Your  Grace's  most  obedient  and 
most  humble  servant 
New  York  31"  Dec'  1750.  (signed)         G.  Clintov 

To  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  New-Tork  Ptpen,  Hli ,  18T.  ] 

My  Lords 

Herewith  is  transmitted  to  your  Lordships  copies  of  the  Laws  passed,  duiing  the  late 
Sessions  of  Assembly  in  this  province  which  began  the  4"'  day  of  Septemb'  and  ended  the  24'" 
of  Nov'  last  severally  under  the  iSeal  of  this  Province,  and  fairly  abstracted  in  the  Margins, 
with  the  respective  lime  when  the  same  passed  the  As:.embly,  the  Council,  and  received  by  my 
assent;  all  which  are  marked  No  1  to  32. 

Concerning  which  Laws  pursuant  to  my  Instructions,  1  am  to  acquaint  your  Lordships  That 
the  Laws  N"  1,  2,  4,  5,  11,  12  &  15  are  in  the  usual  manner,  that  such  Acts  have  of  late  years 
been  passed  in  this  Province,  and  consequently  liable  to  the  complaints  I  have  made  to  your 
Lordships  and  other  Hia  Majestys  Ministers  concerning  such  Laws  for  that  I  conceive  the 
Assembly  have  thereby  assumed  to  themselves,  almost  the  whole  of  the  executive  part  of 
this  Government. 


LONDON  DOCUMENTS  :    XXX.  -^ 

which  in  its  consequences  mi.ht  have  proveT  hilt  7   .  ""'  •'"'"'^  ""^  '°"«^'  ^^^'^^ 

also  to  great  Britain  and  all  ,    ,  other  Britl  r„  f^^  'i'''".  n"''  ""'  °"'^  '°  ^'^'«  ^"'""^  »>"» 
those  bad  consequences  which  are  '  ^  ''''"  ''"^  '^«"«  *°  "«»''«>»  two  of 

riH:::^or^ott::r^^^^^^  i-  that  case  or  withdrawing  the 

soon  possessed  themselves  andthJlZeHr       \''^  "'^  ^^^"'^'^  --'^'-e 

Trade.  ,„d  intercourse  thereafter  wihthF«^  T  I  '"'^  ''''  '''''  ^"'-'^^  ^^^"^  «" 
been   left  entierly  to  the  French     And   thif  P  '"'^'""'  ""°  """''^  ^'^"^^'^^  ''^^^ 

only  been  deprived  of  that  beneLafTrade  hftT'""  ^  ?'''''  ^"'^'"  "°"'^  ♦''«-by  not 
on  with  the  Far  Nations,  at  OsweJ^  But  „I  J  tf  v '''  ""■"^^  y''*"  P^«*  ^^^^^  l'^^"  ««rryed 
on  by  the  French  to  .aLe  inZdr ipon  eh  EnZh^^^^^^^  '"ight  in  time  have  been  prevaHed 
distress  them.  ^      ""^  ^"^^''^  Colonies,  and  thereby  greatly  harass  and 

exposed  to  the  artifices  of  the  French  who  hav«  h         V  '^  '^'''  '"'''  ^'^^^^  ^'^  Nations 

than  ever,  to  gain  them  over  to  thei    InTerest  to  w  T     .?''  ^^  ""■'"""«'  ^"^  ""^  --« 
desert  the  Six  Nations  and  go  and    ve  ilcal.  H        .  T  ""  ^^  '"'"'""^  """"^^^^  °f  ^^em  to 

;;;rr  ^^;:;:;  -^  ^  ^-  -« --».  -««« evi,sr:"::ct;r;:r;::;^::f 
ne^;:a:;To^;;:Tfad"oT';t':p^o^^       '^;!  t  t  ^"-^'-'"^^  ^--  '^^^"•^ 

are  made  to  prevent  '      '^  ' ''"  '"^  '"  ''^"^^  fraudulent  Practices  which  Ly 

Wni:::::;  qI;^:^;::^,:;^: --3-rOrange.  a  W  ^"  ^h«  '^-''^  year  of  King 

the  City  Of  New  York.     For  t  at  by   ,     ht    dislnT     :„       "  ''"""^^  ''''  '^^  ^^-°^«  '-» 
County  is  become  within  the  reasoV  1"    T  w  ""it" "  l!"^  ?°"'"^  °^«-^«  ^-^ 

greatest  Esteem  ™*'  Law— I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the 

My  Lords 

Your  Lordships 
Fort  George  in  N  York  """^^  obedient  &  most 

Jan'^  2^  1750  humble  Servant 

G.  Clinton 


m% 
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Governor  Clinton  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[ N«w-Tork  r«p«r«, Hh, No.  184. ] 

^  In  my  letter  to  your  Lps.  of  the  19'-  Ult»  I  acquainted  you  with  my  Expectation  of  Receiving 
a  Leaden  Plate,  from  Coll»  Johnson  lately  got  from  the  French,  touching  a  pretended  claim  of 
theirs  to  lands  near  the  River  Ohio;  I  have  since  received  it,  and  now  enclose  a  copy 
of  the  superscription  thereon,  and  of  the  speech  made  to  Coll  Johnson  by  a  Sachim  of  he 
Cayouga  Nation  of  Indians,  sent  by  the  five  Nations  to  inform  himself  of  the  purpoft  of  that 
Plate,  of  which  I  have  also  sent  copies  to  Governor  Hamilton  the  only  step  the  Council  thought 
necessary  at  this  time  to  be  taken  by  me  on  the  occasion 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with 

very  great  regard 

My  Lords 

Your  Lordships  most 

obedient  humble  Servant 

New  York  17'"  Jan'^  1750  •  ^  Clinton. 


Conference  between  Colonel  Johnson  and  a  Cayuga  Sachem. 

[  New- York  Paptrt,  Hh.,  No.  185.  ] 

Mount  Johnson 

Dec  4"'  1760. 

Att  the  desi:3  of  the  Five  Nations  I  called  the  Cheifs  of  the  Mohawks  to  my  house  where 
Scanaghtradeya  Cayuga  Sachim  after  the  usual  compliments  spoke  to  me  as  follows 

Brother  Corlear,  &  Warraghiyagee 

I  am  sent  here  by  the  five  Nations  (with  apiece  of  Writing  which  the  Senecas  our  Bretheren, 
got  by  some  artifice  from  Jean  Cour)  to  you  ernestly  beseeching  you  will  let  us  know  what  it 
means,  and  as  we  put  all  our  confidence  in  you  our  brother,  hope  you  will  explain  it  ingeniously 
to  us.    delivered  a  Leaden  Square  Plate.  A  Belt  of  Wampum 

^T  am' ordered  further  to  acquaint  you.  that  J-  Cour  the  French  Interpreter  when  on  his 
journey  (this  last  summer)  to  Ohio  River  spoke  thus  to  the  five  Nations,  and  others  in 
our  alliance 

Your  Father  (meaning  the  French  Governor)  having  out  of  a  Tender  regard  for  you.  consider 
the  great  difficultys  you  labour  under,  by  carrying  your  Goods.  Canoes  &c.  over  the  great 
carrying  place  of  Niagra,  has  desired  me  to  acquaint  you  that  in  order  to  ease  you  all  of  so 
much  trouble  for  the  Future,  he  is  resolved  to  build  a  house  at  the  other  end,  of  said  carrying 
place  which  he  will  furnish  with  all  Necessarys  requisite  for  your  use    A  Belt  of  Wampum. 
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Brother, 

Jean  Cour,  also  told  us  that  he  was  now  on  hia  wnv  tn  nhi„  i>- 
stay  three  years.  &  desired  some  of  us  to  ZoZn^^yZlutr     ^l'  "'''?  '^  '"^"""^^^  ^° 
he  answered  he  was  much  surprised  at  ounoZ    "  in  J  t^L^ 

was  for  our  Interest  &  ease  he  was  sent  thith.r  Tk    n    ^u     ^  ""  '"  "'  ""'^h  ««  i* 

place  between  said  River  Ohio  I  Tl'^^  ^h":  t  lulX'r  ^'T*;*  ''^  ^°"^"'« 
supplyed  with  whatever  goods  they  may  have  occalion  r  V  u  ""  ^"'^'^"'  ^^'^^''^  ^« 
time  of  going  so  far  to  Markett  as  us^af  (mennirZ  \  r""'  'u'  ''  *''  '^°"''«  *  ^oss  of 
opinion  of  the  affair.  &  begged  our    o„  enTto  Zn  .       ^^".^of'"'  '^''  ^'  ^''''''^  *°  "^""^  «"r 

Wampum  therewith  desirbrour  We  ?hihi'lT;^  '^  ''''  "«  ^  '"^S'^  ««'*  "^ 

consider  of  '*'  "^^  ^°^^  •>""  ^«  ^""'d  take  some  time  to 

Brother,  we  have  nothing  further  to  add  nf  nro»onf  k.  *  » 
the  Senecas  have  made  two  New  Sachims  whi  hTh  '  H       7^"'/""  ''^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^'-^ 
Titles,  so  that  when  you  may  have  occasioTtn  «nA  ^!.        ''^  ^  ^°"'^  ''*  y°"  '^""^  &  their 

they  are  called  Onoghcaritaw  ;  ^^^ ^g t::^!  ,    r^^^    ^'""''  T'  '^  "'  ^  '°«^  ^''-'"' 
agreeable  to  you  g^ng.ona  two  very  good  men,  whom  we  hope  may  be 

A  String  of  Wampum 
Brethren  of  the  five  Nations 

co„fid.„ceyo„  havcal„a,,„p„.ed  „frwa,i!    I?        !,°";  '  /^  '=»°-"'i"B  yo«,  that  the 

advic,  *  „„.  .„ffe,  y„„'„e,ve.  to  he  »he     W    ^.1';  'th:  I  ^°" '■™"'- ''"'«''™™»ta 
enemy  the  French,  who  have  not  nor  never  had  Tour  W,  f        ^  ^"^  '  ""^  ^""^  Sre«e.t 

of  fronrtheir  ™.„y  former  crneltie.  S.  ■^nTjllZZ'^:,,'''^^^^^^^^  -'^^'e 

laid  agamst  you,  &  yours  (at  a  time  when  thpv  nra  /  /        ^  Scheme  now 

serving  you  in  several  Shapes)  is  wse  than  all  L"^^^^^^  "^  T  «"«  ^--i-s  of 

here  on  this  Plate  .  .     Note.  I  repeat  here  th.      l\  I  "P^""  ^^  '^'''  °^°  ^"ti"g 

additions.     Giving  a  largVL  t  ofwamp  m  to  c     f     "  f  'f  """"^  "'^'^  --«  "-essary 
are  to  be  sent  through  af.  thetatZ  aTraTo^o  Rivlr'"  '  '''''  ^''''  "^'^  ^'''^  ^'^  -' 

La'dtl:  le^  H:ttrPi:Lll^red  ^ "T "^^  "  ^r*  ^^  ""'^''"^  '^^  ''^^  «"  ^""r 
&  the  rest  of  your  Br  thren  v  "   h     Pl'hdlr      'v""  °'  "^'""'"^  ^°"  ^"^^^^'^^  <■-"'- 

you  With  the^necessarysofllilltV:  l'^  t::;trZ:rete;:'"  ^^Vt^^^  ^"^^'^ 
under  whose  Protection  you  are.  &  ever  will  h«  Lf         au  ^''"'  '^'^'  °'  ^°"''^'  & 

under  the  French.   These  andTlul red  nTh         w      "".    ^'""  '""^'^  '"  ^"^"-y  ''^^P^'^t,  than 

yeu   that   the   French  ::eto:r''rpr:r:tr'^^^^^^^^^ 

Instrument  you  now  brought  mo  nf  thoir  y°"  '^''^'"'^   the  very 

world  of  thefr  Villailu  de^^nTth  ref  e  H"  d""??'  "  r"""'"'  "'  '^^^'^  *°  •^-^'"^  ^^e 
you  &  all  other  Nations  in  iSce  Z ^ry  u  r^l W  Itr/"""*^  "  ^'""  ''"'^  ^^^'^«  '^^^ 
means  submit  to  the  impending  dange    wl^h  nT  ^7  ^'"'u"^"  interest,  &  by  no 

which,  is  to  turn  Jean  Cour  alay  Set  y  f  o.  OhTo  T  Z^  [  T'' Tl  ^°  ^^^^^"^ 
neither  build  there,  or  at  the  carrying   place  of  Ni™'  [  f  '^'  ^''"'^  '^'^^ 

from  you.  '-"■'•ying  place  of  Niagara,  nor  have  a  foot  of  Land  more 

Vol  VI.  yy 
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Brethren  what  I  now  say  I  expect  &  insist  upon  it  be  taken  notice  of  &  sent  to  the  Indians 
at  Ohio,  that  they  may  immediately  know  the  vile  designs  of  the  French. 

A  Belt  of  Wampum 

Brother  Corlear  &  Warraghiyagee 

I  have  with  great  attention  &  surprise,  heard  you  repeat  the  substance  of  that  Devilish 
Writing  which  T  ^rought  you  &  also  with  pleasure  noticed  your  just  remarks  thereon,  which 
really  agree  witu  my  own  sentiments  on  it.  I  return  you  my  most  hearty  thanks  in  the  name 
of  all  the  Nations  for  your  Brotherly  lovo  and  Cordial  advice  which  I  promise  you  sincerly  (by 
this  Belt  of  Wampum)  shall  be  communicated  immediately  and  verbatim  to  the  five  Nations 
by  myself  &  more  over  shall  see  it  forwarded  from  the  Senecas  Castle  with  Belts  from  each  of 
our  own  Nations  to  the  Indians  at  Ohio  to  Strengthen  your  desire  as  I  am  thoroughly  satisfied 
you  have  our  Interest  at  Heart 


William  Johnson 


New  York 

A  true  Copy  Exam**  by 

Gw.  Banyar  D"  S.  Con. 


JnscHj)tion  on  the  French  Leaden  Plat^  above  refenxd  to. 

I  N«w>Tork  Papen,  Hh.,  1S6.  ] 
[TEANBLATED    FROM    THE  FRENCH. 1 

IN     THE    YEAR     1749,     DURING     THE     REIGN    OF     LOUIS    XV.,    KING    OF 
FRANCE,  WE  CELORON,  COMMANDFR  OF  A 

DETACHMENT  SENT  BY  MONSIEUR  THE  MARQUIS 

DE  LA  GALISSONIERE,  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF  OF 

NEW  FRANCE,  FOR  THE  RESTORATION  OF 

TRANQUILLITY  IN  SOME  VILLAGES  OF  INDIANS 

OF  THESE  DISTRICTS,  HAVE  BURiED  THIS         PLATE 

AT  THE  CONFLUENCE    OF    THE    OHIO    AND    TCHADAKOIN,  THIS  29  JULY, 
NEAR  THE  RIVEK  OHIO,  OTHER  WISE  BEAUTIFUL 

RIVER  AS  A  MONUMENT  OF  THE  RENEWAL  OF 

POSSESSION         WHICH        WE         HAVE  TAKEN         OF  THE  SAID 

OF  ALL  THOSE  THAT  THEIIEIN 

ALL  THE  LANDS  ON  BOTH 

THE       SOURCES       OF       THE       SAID      RIVEKS, 

OUGHT         TO         BE         ENJOYED         BY         THE 

OF        FRANCE        AND        AS        THEY        THEREIN 


RIVER  OHIO  AND 

FALL,  AND  OF 

SIDES       AS       FAR       AS 
AS         ENJOVEO         OR 
PRECEDINC;        KINGS 


HAVE  MAINTAINED  THEMSFLVES  BY  ARMS  AND  BY 

TREATIES,  ESPECIALLY  BY  THOSE  OF  RISWICK. 

OF        UTRECHT,        AND        OF        AIX-LA-CHAPELLE. 
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Governor  Clinton  to  the  DuJce  of  Bedford. 

[New-Yoik  Papers,  (8.  P.  O.  )  XI.,  141.] 

To  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford  His  Maj'J"  principal  Sec'''  of  State. 

Tlie  Memorial  of  the  Honorable  George  Clinton  Gov'  of  New  York 

Sheweth. 

That  some  time  before,  and  ever  since  James  Delancey  was  appointed  His  Majesty's  Lieut' 
Gov'  of  New  York,  he  has  headed  a  faction  in  the  said  province,  in  opposition  to  His  Maj'^' 
Govern',  and  encouraged  the  Assembly  there  to  make  many  and  great  incroachments  upon  the 
rights  and  prerogatives  of  the  Crown. 

That  Your  Memorialist  being  in  a  very  ill  state  of  health,  doth  intend  to  leave  the  Province 
as  soon  as  he  shall  receive  His  Maj'"  lycence  for  that  purpose,  but  conceives  it  of  dangerous 
consequence  to  His  Maj'"  service,  and  to  the  good  govern'  of  the  province,  that  the 
Admiuistration  should  fall  into  M'  Delancey's  hands. 

That  should  the  powers  of  Govern'  devolve  upon  M'  Delancey,  he  will  certainly  show  his 
resentment  against  the  King's  faithful  subjects  there,  who  have  endevoured  to  support  the 
authority  of  the  Crown,  and  by  whose  assistance.  Your  memorialist  has  been  enabled  to 
surmount  the  difficulties  M'  Delancey  has  thrown  in  his  way. 

That  His  Maj'>'  Attorney  and  SoUicitor  Gen"  are  of  opinion  that  the  proper  method  to 
prevent  the  powers  of  Govern'  from  falling  iuto  M'  Delancey's  hands,  is  to  apply  to  His 
Maj'^  to  appoint  another  Lieut'  Gov',  as  your  Grace  will  observe  by  their  joint  opinions 
hereunto  annexed. 

Yotjr  .Memorialist  therefore  humbly  prays,  that  Your  Grace  would  be  pleased  to 
move  His  Mnj'^  to  appoint  a  Lieut'  Gov'  in  the  room  of  M'  Delancey  or  to  revoke 
his  commission. 


Opinion  of  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  Generals. 

Case. 

[n  1741.  His  Maj"  by  Commission  under  the  great  seal,  appointed  the  Hon"*  George  Clynton 
Esq'  Gov'  of  New  York  in  America. 

There  had  not,  usually,  heretofore,  been  any  Lieut'  Gov"  appointed  for  that  Province;  but 
some  clauses  in  the  Commissiou  to  Gov'  Clynton  run  in  the  following  words. 

"And  we  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  you,  full  po»ver  and  authority  to  suspend  any  of  the 
•'members  of  our  said  Council,  from  silling,  voting  and  assisting  llierein,  if  you  shall  lind  just 
"  cause  for  so  doiug.  And  if  there  shall  be  any  Lieut'  Gov'  him,  likewise  to  suspend  from  the 
"executiou  of  his  comniaud,  and  to  appoint  iiiother,  in  his  stead,  until  our  pleasure  be  known." 

"  And  We  do  hereby  require  and  command  all  UtVicers  and  .Ministers,  Civil  and  Military,  and 
••all  other  inhabitants  of  our  b**  province  and  territorys  depending  thereon,  to  he  obedient, 
"aiding  and  asHisting,  unto  you,  the  s"*  (Jeorge  Clynton,  in  the  execution  of  this  our 
"  CominisHion,  and  of  the  powers  and  authorilys  herein  contained ;  and  in  case  of  your  death, 
"or  absence,  out  of  our  said  province,  and  Territorys  depending  thereon  there  bo  no  person 
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"upon  the  place  commiasionated  or  appointed  by  us,  to  be  our  Lieut'  Gov'  or  Comd'  in  chief 

ZZ         '":•""'  °"  "'"  ''''  P'^"""  '«'  '^^'  '"^^  «'^-'  C-"-"-.  whose  nalsfi 
placed  :n  our  s-  mstructions  to  you,  and  who  shall  be.  at  the  time  of  your  death,  or  ab  ence 
res.d,ng  wth.n  our  s-  province  of  New  York,  shall  take,  upon  him.  the  Admin     rL„  of  the' 

'Government,  and  execute  our  said  Commission  and  instructions,  and  the  severa  powers  and 
Authoruys  conta.ne  therein,  in  the  same  manner  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  o"h  r  our 
Governour  or  Comd'  in  chief,  of  our  s-  province,  should  or  ought  to  do.  in  case  of  you 

"absence  unt.l  your  return,  or.  in  all  cases,  until  our  further  pleasure  be  known  therein - 

s'  pTovince  ^"  '"'""""'  '^^''''''^  "^""^^  ^^'^^'^^y-  ''  ^e  Lieuf  Gov'  of  the 

11.  JDl"^"rT"''  T  "°'  ^'"'"■"'^  ""'•  '°  ^^'  ^'^'^'^'y'  «^  t«  his  friends,  but  was  .ent  by 

•'  H.s  Maj.r  thmkmg  it  for  his  service  in  the  present  conjuncture,  to  appoint  M'  Delancev 

..CO  i'3:r:v,:ich  7  -^  *;" ';  '''^"' ''''''  °^  '"^^  "^«^""--  ^"-''-'^  -•'^  " tT* 

comm.sson  winch  the  K,ng  has  been  pleased  to  sign,  for  that  purpose;  which,  it  is  the 

tarlilvtT"  ^^'  r  ^'"""  '^"^"  ^°  ^^'  ^'^'--3^'  ^^f°-  y-  'eave  New  Yo  k 
heartily  wish  you  a  good  voyage  to  England." 

nev^rV'''  rT"".'"'  ""'"  ''''^'"  '"  ^''^^^  ^'y"^°"'«  '^•^"''«-  '""'•"bout  three  years  past,  and  has 
nver  been  delivered  over  to  M'  Delancey ;  for  that  M'  Delancey  expecting  from  time  to  time 
hat  Gov  C lynton  would  come  off.  and  that  the  Govern,  wodd  devolve  upon  bin  self  Tl; 

^.ec"!!.  """'  ""'  ^""'  -~'-ents  on  the  rights  and  prerogatives  of 

DHalXaviol'"'"  '""   '"  ""^'  ^^^^  '""^  "^'^"^'"^^^   ^^«  ^'"«'«  ^^-«^-«  °^  M' 

nre'rhnn"'"r  '^"^/'f '^'y'"'=^ ''"'•  »"«  1^'"J'"  leave  of  absence  to  come  home,  which  his  agents 

this  week.'"  '  ""  "'  ''"'"''^""^  ''^  *'""•  '^  "  «'"P  -•-■"  -"•  <i^'P-t  the  end  of 

Gov  Clynton  conceives  it  to  be  of  dangerous  consequence  to  His  Maj-  service,  and  to  the 

rneir;:  ir  ''"''''-'• '"" ''- ''""'"'''-''-  -^ '-  ^'----«  «^-^  ^^ 

And  therefore,  and  for  that  reason  only,  is  resolved  to  do  every  legal  act,  that  he  may  to 
prevent  the  (!over,.«  falling  into  M'  Delancey's  hands.  ^' 

His  reasons  for  such  resolution  are  known,  and  long  have  been  known,  to  the  King'. 
Munsters,  and  they  are  such,  as  there  is  not  the  least  doubt  of  their  being  well  approved 

seJt  r  "';*P;  ^l'"'  -'T"  "''  ''"""  ''  «'^'^"'  ''y  *'■«  '^■■"^''«  Commission   under  the  great 

as  to  make  (Jov'  Clynton's  appointment  of  a  Lieu'  GoV  eflectnal. 

Gov' Ciron  f ''''.^•'"",'""'""  ""  '"'"''  ^'o*-'.  "■"«  your  opinion  is  desired:  VVuhther. 
Gov  CI>nton  c.p     .tain  the  warrant  of  Lieut'  (ioV  Iron.  M'  Delann-y.  and  bri,„.  it  away.  „u 
of  the  province,        ..  „,„y  ,,,  i^,  r„r  the  real  goo.l  of  His  -  ,j.v.  service-  WnHruKu.  by  virM  e  of 
the  power  given  to  Gov' Clynton,  by  the  King's  Con.-  under  the  great  .eal  ia  the  words  before 
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stated,  Gov'  Clynton  can,  originally,  appoint  a  Lieut'  Gov'  to  act,  in  case  of  his  absence, 
without  taking  any  notice  that  M' Deiancey  had  ever  been  appointed  L'  Gov' —  Or, —  must  he 
deliver  over  the  Kings  warr'  to  M'  Delancey,  and  summon  him  to  come  &  take  the  oaths 
and  then  suspend  him,  &,  subsequent  to  such  suspension  appoint  a  L'  Gov'  in  the  stead  of 
M'  Delancey,  who  had  been  so  appointed  by  the  King's  warrant. 

Upon  all  the  circumstances  of  this  we  are  of  opinion,  that  tiie  proper  method  for  the  Gov'  to 
take  is  to  apply  to  His  Maj'^  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  appoint  another  deputy  Gov'  or 
impower  the  Gov'  to  appoint  another. — 


28  Febr'J'  176f. 


D  Ryder 
W.  Murray 


Report  of  the  Privy  Council  vpoii  the  State  of  New-  Yoi-k 

[New-Tork  Eulrle^  B.  IV.,p.  44.] 

To  the  Right   Hon'''"   the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  His  Majesty's  most  Hon''"  Privy 
Council. 

My  Lords, 

As  it  is  a  long  time  since  We  received  Your  LordPi"  order  to  prepare  and  lay  before  you  a 
State  of  His  Majesty's  Government  of  New  York,  We  can  not  but  think  it  necessary  in 
justification  of  ourselves  to  assure  your  LordP'",  that  tiiis  delay  has  not  arisen  from  any  neglect 
in  us,  but  from  the  nature  of  the  undertaking ;  it  has  been  necessary  to  consult  a  vast  variety 
of  voluminous  papers,  and  to  make  long  extracts  from  many  opposite  Representations,  before 
the  materials  and  evidence  could  be  brouglit  within  any  method  or  compass  for  even  a  general 
view;  the  whole  evidence  was  afterwards  to  be  considered  and  stated,  and  all  this  at  a  time 
when  the  current  and  ordinary  business  of  tlie  Oliice  has  called  for  immediate  dispatch,  and  a 
great  variety  of  other  extraordinary  matters  of  importance  liave  ocurred,  and  been  referred  to 
us,  to  take  oH"  our  attention  from  tiiis  State.  For  these  reasons  we  hope,  that  what  has  really 
occasioned  this  delay,  in  executing  the  orders  of  Your  LordP<",  will  in  your  judgement  sufficiently 
explain  and  excuse  it. 

It  will  be  our  endeavour  in  this  State  to  give  Your  Lord''?',  as  concisely  as  wc  can,  a  view  of 
the  present  situation  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  formed  entirely  upon  that  written  evidence 
in  our  Office,  and  upon  that  only ;  together  with  our  opinion  what  will  be  the  most  probable 
remedies  for  the  several  disorders  and  mischiefs,  which  we  shall  be  obliged  to  set  forth  in  the 
following  State. 

There  is  nothing  so  essencially  necessary  to  the  preservation  of  His  Maj""  Govern*  in  the 
American  provinces,  as  the  careful  and  strickt  maintenance  of  the  just  prerogative,  which  is 
the  only  means  by  whii^h  those  Colonies  can  be  kept  dependant  on  the  mother  Country,  or  the 
Governors  themselves  representing  the  Crowu,  maintain  any  power  over  their  Asdemblies,  or 
any  agreement  with  them. 

No  Gov'  ever  departed  from  the  prerogative  in  one  instance,  but  he  raised  in  the  Assembly  a 
coofidence  to  attack  it  in  another,  which  as  constantly  brings  on  contests,  which  again  create 
lilies,  which  in  the  end  obstruct  ail  Parts  of  Govern' 
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l.as  began,  an/how  far    he  p  ero«'  ive  of  thep"      '".     T"'  ^°"  '^°^'""  ^'^^  ^'^'^  '^'^P"*^ 
what  degrees  and  what  inVtInces?-  ""'""^  '"  '^^"  '"'"°S«'^  '"  -""«  «f  i*.  by 

directed  toLo.Lnd  JZ^  ZyZZlZJ^  T"'?  f/'^^  "^°^*"^^  ^  ^'  ^''^^  - 
during  their  session,  but  as  m^nv  nf  M,         T  .     ''  ^'*'  ^""'^  ^""''^^  ''^  **"'«  Assembly, 

shall  fake  notice  on  y      such  7itl  v  be  '^         '^""''  """""'"^  '^^  ^'^^  ^^°^'"^«'  ^ 

"  An  Ap^  fnr  fJ,    f    .•!  ^    '^  necessary  to  observe  upon. 

An  Act  for  the  further  continuance  of  an  Act  entitJpH  •   nn  iif 
"the  Govern'  of  this  Colony  by  granting  to  His  M.i      h.H  .      1      '  '"'^  '"'"''^'  supporting 

"An  Act  for  payment  of  th«  %Zr  ^  ""^'  ^''^'■^'"  mentioned" 

'.  the  funds  appro^pSf::  Z  ^^o^^^J^^''^''^-^''-  ^'-«^«  ^^-ed  out  of 

belH;:t,i%:;\^:;;i:;otrh;'t; " ''  '-v'- '-'- ''---  ^-  -^  ^^  '^^^ 

salaries,  which  ought  oLeudon^h  oV"''"*  "'  ''"""'  "  ""'^"'  ^'^  °-  ^-^  -d 
which  the  disposal  ofpublickmonev  and  th  '  "'  T"''^  '°  '^'^  ^^'^'^^  ^^ -"«'  by 

and  a  power  of  makinrth  r  ^Sr' 1  ,'  "''"""'"  °'  ''"^'^"^  '^  "^"^P«^  ^^  t''^  Assembl/. 
the  last  of  these  Acts'J      0       1  "e  \7m  '^    "  ^considerable  or  large  as  they  please,    fn 

of  the  Province,  and  the  expencetd  loss  o^ tin  IT"  "  '  Tk"'  '"  ''^  ^""^''•^^'«"  ''^  ^^^^^'^ 
correspondence  with  us,  has  been  very  Ju,  in  ^  ^T"  ^''''  ^'  '''''""^°"  '"  ^'^  '^"«' 
have  arisen  to  his  Govern' finches/ A        T""\'"'°^ 

confirmation  of  them,  it  may  not  bel'  .  "'  '"'  '""'  '^  ''  """^'^  recommended  the 
previous  to  these  a"  s  theusa.  and  m'e7  d  '''''"'"'  '^^^"^  ^°  ^^^«  »'-"•  '"  '--« 
By  all  the  Acts  past  fo  sZrto  Govern' t"".h'""''"'  "°"^  '"  ^"^^  ^"^f^"^'  "^  «--"  • 

is  left  in  the  hands  of  the  3  ,1  7  /'" 

Commissionandlnst^u  tions  durin..b  A^r'  :  ''°"^''^'""'^'«  '«  ^'-  direction  of  His  Maj.^ 
and  Cosby,  contai  g  „  „  28  "  '  !  '"'"''T'''-''-' °' '^°^" """'^^'  ^"^"«*'  Montgome!ie 
for  the  term  of  five  yea  a  the  !„  '■  ^'"7  '"■""""  ""  "^'^  '"^  ^"^^  «"PP-'  '''"Govern' 
general  appropriation  of  Ihe  nonev"M  7,*;^-[  ^'^^  "P-  ^is  Administration,  with  one 
application  of  it  to  anv  p. rtia.hr  ^«.  ''  •  ''-''''''  ""'  ^''^'''"^  "">^  '"-'^er  special 

Almblyonlyexcepted'lZ  ;„;"%"•  "T'"'  f"  ''""""^  ""'  ^^'^'""-«  «'  '^^^ 
warrants  fron^  the  Gov/ J  iJ  h  «d  '^^^^^  ^''"''''^  '"  ^'  ^'■""'"  «"^  "'"^''^  '^>-«"'-y  by 
Assembly  limitl^^  t  rsupT,  of  ("ot::.';  """"'  °'  Vf  'T  ''"'"^"-  «"^  '"  ^'^^^- ^^- 
particular  services,  and  wl^s  L  ^  1  .ul  Mr'  "I  '  ''"f  "^  '"  '"  ^'^"'  "'^■^'  --« 
tlH'mselves  the  disposal  of  tl  e  nonev  n!.H  "   ^^  !-''""'"'  '^'""'''  ^''''''  ''">^  ^"""^  "P"» 

at  .his  time  (Jov^  ep  se  d  a uZe  i  .  "7"""'""'  °'  ""  ''"'""•  '''  ^'"^"^  (^^-'^  -«» 
With  the  reasons  if  M    cT    p,    neH  '  ^^tZo 

to  the  (JovernS  were  unwillinrto  ll  •,  V  T       '  "P""  ^^'  ^^""*°"'«  "''•^•'««'«" 

for  the  support  of  Gov  rl       5  U     T  ^'"^      *''  ""''  "^^^'''•^'"«'y'  ^^ey  passed  M,.ir  Act 

this  .    t  M^f   •  ?  '  "■  '^^  °PP^''i^''^'«>«»  of  it  in  the  manner  above  si  .^ed  •  to 

"•  con  rn'  t  r.  U     0  ""  '''^"'""  ^"  ''''  ^-'''''  ""'^  -..mmended  it  at  hon  e  f:    H 

Admin t Id'  hts?;:  r ''^ 'T '""""'^^ "'"^" '^^'^ «'"'^'' --"—^ ^i. 
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yielded  to  these  usurpations  of  the  Assembly,  and  his  imprudent  acquiescence,  under  these 
changes  in  the  legal  constitution  of  the  Govern'  to  the  advice  of  M'  De  Lancey  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Province,  whom,  as  he  says,  he  too  far  trusted  at  his  first  entrance  on  the  Govern'. 

The  Assembly  met  again  on  the  l?'"  of  April  1744.  and  after  having  made  further  provision 
for  some,  tho'  not  all  of  the  services,  recommended  to  them  by  the  Gov',  they  adjourned  to  the 
Tuesday  in  July  following,  M'  Clinton  having  first  given  his  assent  to  an  Act  for  repairing 
the  Fortifications  ettc.  By  this  Act,  Commiss"  are  appointed  for  the  services  mentioned  in  the 
Act,  to  whom  the  money  granted  for  such  service  is  directed  to  be  paid  without  warr'  from 

the  Gov'  and  Council. 

On  the  21"  of  Sept'  Gov'  [Clinton]  gave  his  assent  to  the  following  Acts :  viz* 

*'  An  Act  for  regulating  the  Militia." 

•♦  An  Act  for  raising  i3200  for  putting  the  province  in  a  posture  of  defence  "  — 

"  An  Act  for  raising   i^SOO.  for  finishing  and  compleating  the  fortifications  in   the  City 

•'  of  Albany "—  ,  *•      . 

"  An  act,  further  to  continue  an  Act  for,  and  towards  supporting  the  Govern'  by  granting  to 

"  His  M.:j ''  the  duties  therein  mentioned "  ,    •  j 

«'  An  act  for  paying  out  of  the  funds  appropriated  for  the  support  of  Govern',  the  salaries  and 

'♦  services  therein  mentioned." 

In  the  last  ■  r  hese  Acts,  making  provision  for  presents  to  the  Indians,  and  for  an  Interpreter 
and  Missionary  to  be  sent  amongst  them,  and  in  that  for  raising  ^3200  ettc  the  same  rule  is 
observed,  as  in  the  Acts  of  the  preceeding  year,  and  the  money  directed  to  be  paid  without 
warr'  from  the  Gov',  and  as  often  as  a  necessity  has  since  occurred  for  making  provision  for  the 
publick  service,  and  acts  of  supply  have  been  passed  for  that  purpose,  this  same  method  of 
appointing  Commiss"  and  disposing  of  pubiick  money  by  their  own  authority  has  been  kept 
up  by  the  Assembly,  and  such  encroachments  gradually  made  by  that  means  upon  the  Legal 
prerogative  of  the  Crown,  tliat  many  of  the  most  essencial  powers  in  the  Gov'  have  been 
transferred  to  the  Assembly,  who  by  degrees,  have  vested  themselves  with  the  disposal  of 
publick  money,  of  nominating  Oflicers  and  fixing  their  salaries,  of  superceeding  the  Gov" 
warrant  in  the  issuing  of  publick  money,  with  the  custody  of  the  Naval  Stores  of  the  Colony, 
the  direction  of  the  Fortifications,  and  the  power  of  regulating  the  Militia.  They  likewise 
assumed  to  themselves,  independent  of  the  Gov',  the  passing  of  tiie  Muster  Rolls  of  all  the 
Troops,  except  the  four  Independent  Companys,  raised  for  the  service  of  the  Province, 
appointed  paymasters,  and  have  also  impowered  the  Commiss"  for  Indian  affairs  to  raise  and 
employ  out  scouts  as  they  shall  see  a  necessity. 

M'  Clinton  in  his  letters  to  us,  excuses  his  acquiescence  in  these  encroachments  of  the 
Assembly  by  alleging  the  danger  which  tho  Province  would  have  incurred,  if  he  had  refused 
his  Assent  to  Bills  for  the  support  of  Govern'  in  time  of  War  when  the  frontiers  were  exposed 
to  a  powerful  Knemy,  the  Indians  not  heartily  in  friendship  with  us,  and  when  to  have  lell  the 
Province  without  Force,  would  have  been  to  have  left  it,  a  prey  to  the  French.  And  he 
observes  in  a  letter  written  to  us,  upon  the  approach  of  peace,  that  the  time  was  then  coming, 
in  which  he  should  be  able  to  recover  the  executive  power  of  the  Govern',  and  put  a  stop  to 
the  usurpations  of  the  Assembly ;  and  accordingly  the  Assembly  having,  on  the  11'*  Nov'  174S, 
passed  a  Bill  for  defraying  the  contingent  charges  of  'Jovern',  in  which  the  former  usurpations 
were  not  only  vep^^ated  but  enlarged;  M'  Cliniun  -I'used  his  Assent  to  it,  from  which  time  the 
Gov'  has  contitmvd  for  two  years,  without  at.;  support,  every  executive  part  of  Govern'  has 
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frieridship  of  the  Indians  have  re  u7re  v  1  ^^  "r*  ""  ""''  '''''''"'  '''  ^--8 
salutary  n.easure  of  Govern'  for  l"  oeZi^'T  "rJ"T  "°^''  ^^^""^  "--^-^  ""^ 
uniformly  sacrificed  to  Faction  nX'Z:.:tZl!r       '''  '"^'"^'  '^^^  ^^^"  '^^  '-S' 

prierd;:^^;?!::!^- -'^ --3^^^       -  -^  ....„....,,^ 

been  carried  on  between  the  Gov'  and  tli  n.rtv  .  I  'f  h  .  .'""  '""^  ''°''"*  '^'^P"^^^  ^ave 
situation  of  the  province,  and  must  be   ^1  e„   1  t  '        "  ^'"'^''^  '^"'''^  *^«  G-^'-''^' 

of  it  and  what  is  necessary  for  its  e  taW  shme  X'^'^t^''''  '"'''  "'  "'^'^^  *^  '"^^  ^'''''^ 
Assembly,  and  a  contrary  Representatn  of  tieCov^fir  ."  '"'"' "  I^«™onstrance  of  the 
support  of  their  particular  conduct  ""^  ''"""^  ^^''^^^^^  *«  '<>  •>«  alleged  in 

A.,iral  Of  the  same,  and  ^^tZl.'ZZ]^^::^:^:^  Z,^^^^^ 
"  The  hun,ble  Remonstrance  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  said  Colony. 
«  May  it  please  your  Excellency. 

u,e  p™.„.  .,„,„„™u,e'4u,  „f  r  X  A:r,r':;';;"r  c:i:;,7°"  "''''""''■  ~"""'"« 

before  you  ,l,e  1lI|„bs„,„    i,     „.  .^     '  i,"     ^  ^^  ","""  ''"'  °"'  ""■  ""'  ''»"•'•  '°  '»y 

or  „lis«e,i„g,  l„  clear  „p  some  Mailers  ,l,erei„    wl,i,.|,  .  "^  Opportun„y 

I.  for.  your  1- xcellen.y,  ,„el   1     i"!  '  "-"""^  "»'.  ""'y  '"  ""™"i"g  .hem,  b„,  l»yi„g 

between    the   several    ilraiichf^    -if   n,..t    t  .,  "  1"^"*'^' 6''""  ^^'iderstanding 

Kxcellency's  Speec  s  t  1  ,d  s  s  of  r  ?  'T'  T'?'''  "''""^^  ""  P'^^"^^''"  °''  ^-' 
Answers  I  bo  h.  ,t  w  d  t  too  t  d  us  t  ^^^  "':  /'"""'''^'  "'"'  ^'""^  ^^--"-c-y's 
c"."e  .0  the  san,e  Day,  witV  L  "    ^^      ^  ;;;r"  'i  r""'    """""'""^  '"«  «""- 

.Steps  taken  in  Proseeun.,,.  „  11^1',,"'  *'"  '  """"""^y- "'"^  '''«  subsequent 
...-lest  Proolsoft;    wZo^/;  t;:^^  -'-"--  -  '-'.y 

Vol.  VI.  •''"'^  '  '^"■"'''  ""•'  "'*^  '^'''"^'•>'  ""J  '"terest  of 
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the  Country;   and  therefore  the  House  content  themselves   with  refering   to  their  printed 
Proceedings  on  that  Occasion. 

"  At  this  Time  then,  we  presume  to  say,  there  was  a  promising  Aspect,  when  every  Party 
concerned  in  the  Administration,  were  of  the  same  Mind,  and  disposed  to  act  as  one  Person ; 
and  hitherto  we  observe,  the  Business  your  Ksceilency  was  advised  to  recommend  to  us,  was 
delivered  in  Terms  clear,  express,  and  intelligible,  so  that  we  were  not  at  a  Loss  to  draw 

our  Conclusions. 

"  What  Steps  have  been  since  taken,  what  Artifices  industriously  made  use  of,  to  distract  and 
divide  us,  may  appear  by  your  Excellency's  Speeches  and  Messages  to  the  Hu-se,  ever  since 
you  have  thought  fit  to  place  your  sole  Confidence  in  that  Person  who  stiles  himself,  "  the  next 
in  Administration,"  and  have  been  pleased  to  submit  yourself  to  his  Direction  and  Influence. 

'•  We  esteem  it  a  great  Misfortune  to  the  Country,  that  you  have  fallen  into  such  ill  Hands, 
that  the  Fate  of  this  Colony  should  in  this  Time  of  eminent  Danger,  depend  solely  upon  the 
Advice  and  Caprice  of  a  Man  so  obnoxious ;  who  by  the  whole  Course  of  his  Conduct,  seems 
to   have   only  his   own  Interest  in  view,  without  any  Regard  to  the  Safety   or  Welfare  of 

the  Colony. 

"Your  Excellency  in  your  Messages  of  the  2Sth  of  August,  and  10th  of  September  last,  was 
pleased  to  ask  Supplies  of  the  House,  for  several  Particulars,  which  they  did  not  think  it 
reasonable  to  provide  for  under  the  particular  Circumstances  attending  them;  and  your 
Excellency  had  their  Answer  to  the  former,  by  the  Resolves  of  the  House  on  the  2d  of 
Sei>tcmbcr  last,  which  contained  Reasons  whereon  they  were  severally  founded  ;  which  hitherto 
remain  unanswered. 

"  But  on  the  9th  of  September,  the  House  having  Occasion  to  take  into  Consideration,  the  State 
of  the  Garrison  and  Fort  at  SaragUto^a,  came  to  the  following  Resolution,  which  was  laid  before 
your  Excellency,  to  wit.  '  That  as  it  appears  to  the  House  by  several  Informations,  that  Colonel 
'  Peter   Sclmjlcr,  Commander  of  the   New-Jersey   Forces,   posted   at  Saraghtnga,   will  soon  be 

•  reduced  to  a  Necessity  of  deserting  that  Fort,  for  want  of  I'rovisions  ;  the  Time  for  which  the 
'last  Supply  of  Provisions  was  sent,  being  nigh  expired,  and  no  Dispositions,  as  the  House  is 
•yet   informed    of,  making   towards   sending   any  further  Supply  to   the  said    Fort,  for  the 

•  Subsistence  of  the  Garrison  tliere,  his  Excellency  be  humbiv  addressed,  that  he  will  be  pleased 
'  immedir.tely  to  give  Directions  for  the  Relief  of  that  Garrison,  lest  the  Fort,  heavy  Cannon, 
'and  other  warlike  Stores  there,  fall  into  the  Hands  of  the  Enemy ;  that  if  there  be  a  failure  in 
'the  Supplies  of  Provisions,  for  the  Use  of  the  Sew-Jerse>j  Forces,  by  Reason  whereof  they  can 
•no  longer  be  continued  there,  that  his  Excellency  will  in  sucli  Case,  be  pleased  to  give 
'Directions,  that  a  sullicient  Number  of  the  new  levied  Forces,  raised  in  this  Colony  on  the 

•  Expedition  against  Camuht,  who  art;  plentifully  siipplied  with  Provisions  by  this  Colony,  may 
'  be  immediately  sent  to,  and  posted  in  that  Fort,  for  its  Security  ;  hut  if  the  Power  of  disposing 
•the  said  new  levied  Forces,  he  no  longer  in  his  Excellency,  that  he  will  then  be  pleased  to 
•give  Directions,  that  at  least  One  Hundred  effective  Men,  out  of  the  four  Independent 
'Companies  of  Fusileers  posted  at  Albani/,  be  timely  sent  to  garrison  the  said  Fort  at 
'  Suraghtoga,  and  that  his  Excellency  he  assured  that  this  House  will  make  an  Allowance  for 

•  supplying  so  many  of  them  with  Provisions,  as  his  Excellency  shall  be  pleased  to  post  in  that 
•Fort;'  to  which  your  Excellency  returned  no  Answer. 

"And  afterwards  on  the  11th,  that  this  Fort  might  be  preserved  in  all  Events,  lest  your 
Excellency  should  withdraw  that  Garrison,  a  second  Time,  the  House  came  to  the  following 
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otrer     by  RelTo      L  r     " '    '"'r'^^f  "'^'""  ^ol.  Jo/,„.„,  had  obtained  the  Contract  from 
the  2d'of  />       /     .  -n^""'''  l^'^'^'^^taking  (as  mentioned  in  your  Excellency's  Message  of 

':r  P^tr  i:  ^::^^^^-'-"  ^"  ^'-  «^  --•  wi^^out  anyle^E^nce 

..tL'sL^'^^it'd'N't'il.^r.^^     "'•  "rr^^"  '"°^^'"  what  Temper  and  Dispositioa 
Yonr  Fvop?!  ?  "'  ""'''  '''^°''"  y°"''  '^''^'^^'^^  ^ith  then,  h.st  Year." 

Your  Excellency  must  excuse  us,  if  we  declare  instead  of  "  well  knowin-r "  th.t  wp'u„««, 

g  "e     plo^vori  ?"'  hav.ng  kept  the  Indian  Affairs  a  most  profound  Secret,  the 

grcate  1 1  art  of  your  Adm.nistrat.on  ;  and  for  what  lleason  you  have  thought  (it  to  divert  them 
from  their  antient  Channel,  to  wit,  from  the  Con.lu.-r  „C  ,hJr         ■    ■ 

it   seem<)    remiininT   i„    r  ^oiuUux  o(  the  Commissioners  appointed,  and  still 

Llr        'Vr      ^  .     ,  Commissioners,    according   to    the   antient   approved    Policy  of  the 

^ r™; ::::  ^i  rr'"- "  ^'^""^^  ^^  ^-^  '^^-"-"t.  in  .i^iate  uepre:^,;:;;: 

th    e  A  {^^  'rou  to     h^H     7  TT  '""  ''"""'""^  "-'^  ^-^'^J^  '"  -^-■-''  i"  '•-  taking 
tnost  Allairs  out  of  their  Hands;  for  A/buM,,  was  the  established   Place  of  Treaty  with  those 

7^^. ....    hey  have  often  declare.!  and  insisted  upon  it  to  be  so  in  their  Treat  es'l^Peo 

and  lad  great  Authority  and  li.Huence  over  them,  which  we  doubt  not  would  have  continued 

b    employing  private  I  eraons,  to  negotiate  Afllurs  with  the  Indiuns,  without  the  Knowiediie  of 
t:^:Z::t  i:;-^--'  ^'•r/^"-"'-'»--  ^^---  a,>or,ive;  the  Commit::';  t^^ 

thought  any.  or  all  the  Commissioners  improper  Persons  to  h.  employed,  as  it  was  in  your 
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Breast,  so  it  seemed  to  have  been  incumbent  on  your  Excellency,  to  have  superceeded  them 
by  a  new  Commission,  and  appointing  such  other  Persons,  as  your  Excellency  and  the  Council, 
should  have  judged  more  fit  for  that  Purpose;  and  your  Excellency's  Failure  in  this  Particular, 
and  taking  such  ■■^siv^ry  Measures  with  the  Indians,  has,  as  we  conceive,  and  have  observed 
heretofore,  been  the  sole  Means  of  distracting  and  perplexing  Affairs  with  the  Indians. 

Your  Exceiieocy  tl.en  proceeds,  "  the  Commissioners  for  Indian  Affairs,  gave  repeated  Advice 
"of  their  Unv.illingness  to  enter  into  the  War  against  the  French;  many  of  them  had  actually 
"  gone  over  to  assist  the  French,  and  the  PMdelity  of  all  of  them  became  suspected  ;  the  Success 
"  of  my  Treaty  with  them,  was  so  unexpected,  that  it  is  well  known  with  what  Reluctance 
"any  Account  of  it  was  received,  and  that  all  Manner  of  Doubts  were  encouraged  and 
«'  propagated,  till  the  Effects  of  tbtir  iiicurEio.js  on  the  Enemy  appeared  in  this  City." 

"  We  believe  the  Advice  the  Commissionerft  gave  was  true,  that  the  six  Nations  were  very 
unwilling  to  enter  into  the  War;  amongst  other  Reasons,  for  fear  of  being  drawn  in  to  siied 
the  Blood  of  their  own  Relations  the  French  Indians,  part  of  which  (the  Coe/mawaghns)  are  a 
Branch  derived  from  the  Mohawk  Nation  ;  and  therefore  those  who  know  any  Thing  of  Indian 
Affairs,  are  apprized  that  the  six  Nations,  had  long  before  your  Excellency's  Arrival  here,  and 
since,  proposed  that  the  Indians  in  the  British  and  French  Interest,  should  observe  and  maintain 
a  strict  Neutrality,  and  not  intermeddle  in  the  War  between  us  and  the  French;  and  for  this 
further  Reason,  as  our  Indians  have  declared,  that  in  Case  of  War,  it  is  not  with  them,  as  with 
the  Christians;  they  cannot  make  Peace  when  they  please,  but  must  proceed,  till  the  one  or 
other  Nation  l  ibmits  to  be  conquered,  or  is  extirpated  ;  and  'lis  our  real  Opinion,  that  had  such 
a  Neutrality  been  strictly  observed  by  the  Indians,  it  would  have  been  much  better  for  us, 
to  have  been  left  to  fight  our  own  Quarrel  with  the  French,  than  to  have  treated  with  them  to 
enter  into  the  War;  and  after  a  great  I'rofusion  of  Treasure,  "  at  the  Expence  of  the  Crown," 
and  this  Colony,  to  have  them  still  upon  a  precarious  Footing;  and  to  be  retained  only  by  the 
repeated  Gratification  of  unreasonable  Expectations. 

"  For  though  your  Excellency  has  been  pleased  to  tell  us,  "  that  they  had  engaged  heartily 
in  the  War  against  the  French  and  their  Indians,"  yet,  as  touching  any  Engagement  with  the 
latter,  no  Advice  (at  least  as  we  know  any  Thing  of)  has  yei,  been  received. 

"  We  must  take  the  Freedom  to  say,  we  know  almost  as  little  of  the  Success  of  your 
Excellency's  Treaty  with  the  Indians,  which  you  are  pleased  to  say,  "was  so  unexpected,"  as 
we  do  of  that  Reluctance,  with  which  your  Excellency  tells  us,  the  Account  of  it  was  received, 
or  of  "the  Doubts  which  were  encouraged  and  propagated,"  concerning  it ;  and  though  your 
Excellency  says,  these  are  "also  well  known,"  we  are  obliged  to  confess  our  ignorance  about 
them;  and,  as  the  Truth  is,  declare  we  know  nothing  of  those  Matters,  excepting  thus  much, 
that  we  remember  last  Fall,  there  were  a  few  Indians,  making  a  Parade  in  this  City,  who 
liad  taken  three  French  Scalps  and  some  Fnnch,  but  no  Indians  Prisoners,  who  for  their 
Encouragement,  received  the  Bounty  l)y  Law  allowed,  and  were  handsomly  treated  by  the 
Council  and  Gentlemen  of  this  City,  and  afterwards  by  the  Assembly. 

Your  Excellency  says  further,  that  "after  this,  the  Numbers  of  those  gained  heartily  to  the 
"  British  Interest,  were  with  great  Assiduity,  every  where  represented  to  be  very  small,  while, 
"at  the  same  Time,  the  Numbers  of  the  Disaffected  were  as  industriously  magnified,  till  the 
"great  Numbers  of  Indians,  who  have  joined  Col.  Johnson,  with  the  greatest  Alacrity,  in  his 
"  Enterprise  at  this  Time,  against  a  Body  of  the  Enemy,  discovered  by  his  Parlies  in  Lake 
"  Sacrament,  from  whence  the  Enemy  send  out  great  Parties,  to  murder  cruelly  the  luhabitauls 
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'-of  this  Province,"  here,  when  your  Excellency  shall  he  advised  to  draw;  Conclusion  from 

Insw "r'tTu"'  '"  '""^  "'"'"^^''  "^  «'''^"  '^"^^■"^""^  ^"  ^'-  -  --  -"Pl-t 

But  your  Excellency  says  further,  "  and  it  has  evidently  discovered  the  Falsity  of  all  those 

Reports,  an    g.ves  us  an  Opportunity  to  reflect,  for  what  Purposes  those  Reports  have  bee     o 

•'  industriously  propagated,  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  JhiHsh  Interest  " 

"  Believe  us,  Sir  we  are  sincerely  of  Opinion,  that  these  are  mere  Figments  of  the  Person  in 

Lx.stence,  than    n  the  wicked  Imagination  and  Invention  of  his  own  Brain ;  fbisted  upon  us  as 
we  imagine,  with  private  Views,  to  magnify  those   Treaties  your  Excellency  is  sa  d  to  iLe 
accomplished  with  the  M,.us,  (considering  also  those  great  DilRculties  you  iLe  been  pie    ed 
to  complain  of,  being  thrown  in  your  Way)  that  they  may  seemingly  Lr  some  Prop      ion 
with  those  extraordinary  Draughts  made  on  the  Crown,  upon  the  Head  of  /.//„„    W       •' 
for  we  are  persuaded  they  are  mere  Amusements,  and  without  any  just  Foundation  ;(aTd  we' 
cannot,  but  at  the  same  Time,  remark  the  Cruelty  of  such  unjust  and  invidious  I  Jl  c  io "s  so 
purposely  cast  upon  the  Commissioners  of  In,Ii„n  Aftairs.  as  if  their  bufferings  in  co     no , 
with  the  distressed  People  of  the  City  and  County  of  All,any,  in  their   present  d  pi    a    e 
C  rcumstances,  were  not  alone  sufficient  to  melt  a  Heart,  that  was  not  devoid  of  Huma  i  y 
into  a  Compassion  and  (ellow  Feeling  of  their  Miseries.)  "umanity, 

•'  That  your  Excellency  has  put  the  Crown  to  a  very  great  Expence,  as  you  are  pleased  to  say, 
a  recovermg  the  Alh-cfons  of  the  India,,,,  we  do  believe ;  though  how  properly  The  Money  ha 
been  apphed,  we  know  not;   but  your  Excellency  must  excuse   us.  when  we  say,  we  also 
aZZu'V      '''^'"r  ^'■""^'"'  ^"  *'''•'  ^'"^  '"■"'"'■^  '"'■"""^^'  y-  ''■•^-  made  on  that 
ituely  made      """'^  '""   '"         ""'  ^^"'""'"'^  ""'^  "'  ""'  ^'''''  "'^  ^^'i'"'''  "^  ^'''''^'''^ 

That  your  Excellency  must  now  have  a  very  considerable  Sum  in  Bank,  on  that  Score, 
hough  you  are  p  eased  to  ask  Supplies  of  the  House  on  that  Article;  and  considering  "  thJ 
1  eop  e  o    Orea>.Bn,nn  (as  your  Excellency  says)  are  now  at  a  greater  Kxpence  of  Treasure 
lu  defending  the  Liberties  of  Euro,.,  than  ever  they  were,  at  any  tinu-,  since  they  wre  a 
Na  ion;      we  cannot  but  think,  every  one  entrusted  with  disposing  of  the  Crou us  Money, 
shonld  be  religiously  careful  in  its  distribution.  ^ 

"  The  Expression  of  your  Excellency's  concern  for  the  Welfare  of  the  People  of  this  Colony, 
may,  perhaps  amuse  People  at  a  Distance,  and  such  as  are  unacquainted  with  the  Management 
of  ourpubhck  Affairs;  but  People  that  are  not  content  with  Profession,  and  outward  Shews 
and  are  apt  to  pry  narrowly  into  Actions,  which  are  looko.l  upon  as  best  Expositors  of  the 
ntent.on ;  and  (hosv-ever  your  Kxcellency  may  be  a.lvised  to  the  contrary,  under  the  present 
Influence)  we  bear  the  Testimony  of  a  good  Conscience,  that  we  have  with  great  Earnestness 
and  .Sincerity  en.leavoured  to  promote  his  Majesty's  Service,  and  protect  and  preserve  our 
Country.  .„d  have  at  a  very  great  Expence,  provided  for  the  Annoyance  of  the  Enemy;  and 
we  are  persuaded,  the  Measures  we  have  pursu-d,  will,  in  the  Opinion  of  every  considerate 
and  impartial  Man,  acquit  us  of  all  the  innocent  Blood  that  may  be  shed,  in  Consequence  of 
every  step  of  Misconduct  under  the  present  Inffuence. 

"  Had  the  Person  who  ingrosses  your  Excellency's  Confidence,  the  Welilne  and  Safelv  of  the 
eople  so  much  at  Heart,  as  your  Excellency  is  pleased  to  say  you  have,  there  have  been 
Opportunities  for  both,  to  have  given  many  convincing  Proofs  of  it. 
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•'  Had  your  Excellency  not  pursued  the  Advice  for  witli-drawiug  the  Garrison  at  Suraghtogn, 
in  tlie  Year  174o,  but  conlinut'd  and  reinforced  the  same,  it  would  have  looked  as  if  you  had 
at  Heart,  the  Protection  of  that  Settlement,  and  would  not  have  hazarded,  '  the  Shedding  that 
innocent  Blood,'  and  the  carrying  the  poor  People  there  into  Captivity,  which  was  the 
Consequence  of  rashly  wilh-drawing  that  Carrison. 

"  if  your  Excellency  had  been  advised,  to  have  employed  n  proper  Number  of  the  new  Levies, 
who  were  quartered  near  the  City  of  Albamj,  and  were  unimployed  (especially  those  of  them 
raised  within  that  City  and  County)  for  the  Protection  of  it;  by  assisting  them  in  getting  in 
their  Harvests  (which  for  Want  of  their  Aid,  was  left  to  perish  in  the  Fields)  and  in  Ease  of 
the  Inhabitants,  tired  and  wearied  out  with  continual  Watchings,  by  the  quick  Return  of  Duty 
to  every  individual  without  Distinction  of  Age,  every  3d  or  4th  Night. 

"  Had  your  Excellency  not  pursued  the  Advice  to  with-draw  the  small  Remainder  of  the  new 
Levies  from  the  Phices  posted  at,  between  the  City  of  A/lxiny  and  Snmghtnga,  the  frontier 
Garrison,  and  encamped  them  on  tiie  opposite  Side  of  the  River  below  that  City,  in  a  Place 
not  only  more  convenient  for  Desertion,  but  impracticable  for  them,  to  give  timely  Assistance 
to  it,  in  Case  of  a  sudden  Attack  ;  these  would  have  been  esteemed  as  so  many  Demonstrations 
of  your  Excellency's  Concern  for  the  Maintenance  and  Preservation  of  the  Garrison  and  Fort  of 
Saroghtoga,  and  the  People  under  its  Protection,  formerly,  and  at  this  Time  of  your  Care  and 
Concern  for  the  Protection,  Ease  and  Accommodation  of  the  City  of  Albany,  and  its  Inhabitants ; 
and  the  keeping  the  small  Re?nainder  of  the  new  Levies,  together  for  the  Service  of  his 
Majesty  and  the  Country,  and  the  sending  out  the  150  Rangers,  for  which  the  House  made 
Provision,  and  desired  your  Excellency  would  be  pleased  to  give  the  necessary  Orders  for  that 
Purpose,  with  all  possible  Dispatch,  which  it  seems  is  yet  undone,  would  have  been  the  most 
probable  Means  of  preventing  the  Spilling  of  innocent  Rlood,  to  be  laid  at  any  Ones  Door. 

"  Had  the  Persons  concerned  under  your  Excellency's  Authority,  in  taking  the  Musters  of  the 
new  Levies,  been  just  and  fair  in  their  proceedings  thereon;  there  would,  according  to  Report, 
have  been  a  considerable  Saving  to  the  Crown,  in  the  Article  of  their  Pay,  which,  considering 
the  great  Expenee  the  People  of  Grcaf-lhi/ain  are  now  at,  in  defending  the  Liberties  of  i'u/o/ic, 
is  a  Matter  worthy  a  most  strict  Enquiry. 

We  must  also  be  free  to  declare  to  your  Excellency,  that  we  are  very  sensible  with  what 
Contempt,  you  have  treated  the  People  of  this  Colony  in  general,  and  the  Members  of  this 
House  in  particular;  from  a  very  early  Time  of  your  Administration,  in  Terms  so  opprobrious, 
as  are  not  fit  to  be  published  ;  and  your  Excellency's  Speeches  and  Messages  to  the  Ilousti  of 
late,  have  been  so  full  fraught,  with  unjust  and  injurious  Reproaches,  inviduous  Reflections  and 
Calumnies,  that  must  have  tired  the  Patience  of  the  House,  at  any  other  Time  than  this,  when 
we  choose  rather  to  suffer  unjustly,  if,  perchance,  we  could  by  so  doing,  promote  his  Majesty's 
Service  and  the  Interest,  Welfare  and  Security  of  our  Country. 

"  What  Pains  have  been  taken,  through  the  Advice  your  Excellency  has  pursued,  in  your 
several  Speeches  and  Messages  to  the  House,  for  these  twelve  Months  past,  to  distract  and 
divide  us;  what  opprobrious  Insinuations  and  Reproaches  have  been  thrown  out,  purposely  to 
render  our  Loyalty  to  our  most  gracious  Sovereign,  and  our  AfFection  for  our  Country 
suspected?  As  if  such  injurious  and  crafty  Imputations  to  the  House,  were  the  most  likely 
Means  to  raise  a  Rc|)utati()n  to  others,  and  cover  the  Failures  of  the  Administration,  under  the 
present  Conduct  and  Influence,  by  an  Endeavour  of  throwing  the  Blame  of  all  Misteps  upon  us. 
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.  r.  1  'r^r     n   ?  ""  '"  '■""•■■<'"'""'.  »<">  the  «ell-l>ei„g  of  Ihi,  Province 

of 'ir^/e^'rcZ::,''  .?ti?"™'  "'°"  r  """"■'■'-'^  A.,Jo„™.e„..,  „,,„„„,  c„,..e„. 

or  100  lL.ngers,  to  l,e  employed  u,  scouring  the  Wood.  i„  the  County  of  AlOan,,   and  -ilso  fhr 

the  Lxpenceo   your  Excellency's  Voyage  to  All.,n,,  to  n,eet  the  LuuL  "'      '  "'"  '" 

On  the  2.Jd  of  April,  the  House  having  finished,  as  to  the  Business  before  them,  and  haviuir 

w;s>;::  iti^:;:.;;:;:!;'^--  ^"-  ^-  ^^"-  --^  ^  -p-entat.:;:;^ 

•"That    pursuant  to  your  Excellency's  Recommendation,  and  in  tender  Commisseration  of 
the  Out-bettlenu,nts,  on  the  Nor,.rn  Frontier,  the  House  had  passed  a  Bill  for  pro    din^ 
an.o>^  other  necessary  Services,  for  One  Hundred  Itangers.  to  be  employed  fo    tt  IVn  c    !.' 
and  security  of  t  e  saul  Settlements,  against  the  skulking  Parties  o    tl!e  Enen  y  •    C 
Conned  havu^  also  then,  eight  Days  since,  passed  the  said  Bill.it  then  onl7wai    i  y 

X  e llency  s  Assent   to  have  the  several  Matters  therein  provided  for.  carried  in'o  E  el  o 
t  a    the  frequent  Accounts  received,  of  the  Mischiefs  done  to  our  ()ut-Set.l    net ^  v      J 
s  ulk.ng  Part.es  of  te  Enemy,  evinced  the  Necessity  of  a  speedy  llemedy,  and  th      tl  ef    e 

e  House  hun.bly  d..,red,  that  if  your  Excellency  approved  o?  the  said' Bill,  you  w     1     b 

m   til f'T  '""■  ""''^''Y'^'^'"'  ^'"^^  ^'-  I--"tion  thereof  might  be  no  longer  d  1 1' 

and  they  fur  her  represented  to  your  Excellency,  that  having  intin>ated  to  the  Hcfuse.  in  yo  r' 

■speech    at  the  Open.ng  of  that  Session,  that  -the  Sitting   should  be   but  short.'     1^11 

'I-  I  "od  proceeding  upon  any  other  Business,  than  what  was  rcommended  by  your  Excelfen  y 

'and  had  then  alrea  y  done  therein,  what  they  ju.iged  necessary  at  that  Tin,  ,  and     I  a    t  lei; 

;r  I'AdInt;:" '7f      "'  "'^"f^'  T  ^^-^  ■— -"-  t/then^elves,  a.id  oc.!;;        ^ 

Addu.on  of  Kxpence  to  the.r  Constituents,  already  groaning  under  the  heavy  Weight  of 
other  I  axes;  the  House  therefore  humbly  desired,  that  your  Excellency  would  be  please  to 
allow  o    such  a  Recess,  as  the  then  Situation  of  publick  Affairs  would  admit ' 

l.me  to  consider  of;  to  which,  your  Excellency  required  our  Answer,  before  you  would  favour 
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us  with  a  Recess ;  the  House  then  resolved  upon  a  Representation  to  be  drawn,  in  Answer  to 
that  INfessage,  but  before  it  wa;:  prepared,  you  were  pleased,  on  the  25th,  to  send  for  the 
Council  and  General  Assembly,  and  passed  the  Act  before  mentioned.     And, 

"On  the  2d  q{  May,  without  allowing  Time  for  the  House  to  finish  their  said  Representation, 
in  Answer  to  the  said  Message,  you  were  pleased  to  send  a  Letter  to  our  Speaker,  intimating, 
amongst  other  Things,  '  That  his  Majesty's  Service  would  not  permit  you  to  continue  the, 
'  Session  longer  at  that  Time,  and  therefore  signified  your  Pleasure,  that  the  House  should 
'adjourn  to  the  12th  of  the  same  Month." 

"On  the  13th,  your  Excellency  seat  a  Letter  to  the  Speaker,  signifying,  '  that  you  thought 
'it  for  his  Mnjesty's  Service,  that  the  House  should  be  adjourned  to  the  19th.' 

"On  the  19th,  the  Representation  was  ordered  to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker;  and  the  Hcase 
sent  a  Message  to  your  Excellency,  by  two  of  their  Members,  to  know  your  Pleasure,  when 
you  would  be  attended  therewith ;  and  soon  after,  the  Speaker  had  a  Message,  signifying,  'that 
'you  thought  it  for  his  Majesty's  Service,  that  the  House  should  be  adjourned  to  the  2()th. 

"On  tiie  SGth,  your  Excellency,  by  your  Answer  to  the  Representation,  was  pleased  (upon 
the  Allegations  as  before)  to  direct  the  Adjournment  of  the  House,  to  the  2d  of  June. 

"  We  shall  pass  over  your  Excellency's  Message  on  the  2d  of  June,  and  the  Opinion  and 
Resolutions  of  the  House  thereupon,  and  only  refer  to  them  in  the  printed  Proceedings. 

"On  the  .5th  of  J««e,  your  Excellency  sent  a  Message  to  the  Speaker,  signifying  to  him, 
'that  you  thought  it  for  his  Majesty's  Service,  that  the  House  should  be  adjourned  to  the  14th.' 

"On  the  lOtli  oi' June,  by  the  like  Message,  (on  the  same  AriegatH)n)  the  House  was  adjourned 

to  the  7th  of  Jiili/. 

"On  the  7th.  by  your  Excellency's  Letter,  to  the  14th;  on  the  Mth,  to  the  21st;  on  the 
2l8t,  to  the  ;JOth  of  .////;/,  on  the  same  Allegation ;  and  on  the  3lst,  you  were  pleased  to  direct 
an  Adjournment  to  the  3d  of  Augusl. 

"On  the  4th  of  August,  your  Excellency  sent  a  Message  to  the  House;  on  the  sixth,  the 
House  came  to  Renohilions  thereon  ;  to  which  we  severally  refer. 

"From  the  7th  to  the  14th  of  August,  the  House  met  and  adjourned  every  Day;  sometimes 
twice  a  Day,  and  nothing  to  do,  your  Excellency  not  having  thought  fit  to  recommend  to  them, 
(as  has  been  usual)  to  make  Provision  lor  the  current  Services  of  the  Yea-;  or  rather,  your 
Excellency  had  expressed  your  liiteiilion,  that  tliey  should  meddle  with  nothing  further  than 
what  you  recommended  by  said  Message:  The  House  nevertheless,  unwilling  to  remain 
inactive,  and  put  tlieir  Constituents  to  daily  unnecessary  Expence,  proceeded  upon  that,  and 
other  Business,  as  they  found  it  expedient  in  the  Course  of  the  Session;  ami  ordered  several 
Bills  to  be  brought  in,'  which  were  ol  absolute  Nect-ssity  at  this  Time;  which  were  brought 
in  accordingly,  to  wll.     The  following  severally,  entitled, 

"An  Act, /»  In  to  farm  tliv  Eirisr  on  stronu;   Li(/uun   trtuilnl  In  thh   Colon;/,  from  thr  first  of 
November,  1747, /o//if7<«/«/  November,  1 74S. 

"./h  \vX,  further  to  continue  an  Art,  entitled.  An  S.v\,  for  rrgnlnting  thr.  Militia  oJ'thi»  Colony. 

«'  An  Act,  furllicr  to  continue  'in  Act,  entitled.  An  Act,  to  iirevenl  Ihscrtion  of  hit  Mifstfs  Forcrt 

in  fliis  Colony. 

"  An  Act,  to  prercnt  initate  h>/lerirs  within  llili  Colony. 

"  An  Act,  for  apjmlniing  Commissioncn  to  take,  e.rumine,  innl  state,  the  puhlirk  Acroiinlt  of  the 
Colony,  from  (he  Yiar  1713. 

"An  ,\ct,  for  the  more  iffrrlunl  camiUing  the.  Hills  of  CnJil  of  this  Colony. 
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•'  Two  Bills  to  the  like  Purpose  with  the  last,  having  passed  both  Houses  the  last  Fall  vo„r 
Excel  ency  was  pleased  theu  to  refuse  your  Assent  thereto,  suying  you  would  take  Time  to 
cons.der  of  them  and  yet  immediately  after  prorogued  the  Generaf /ssemb  y ;  and  he  Hou  e 
Zr:g:f„"^"  ^---^^-^^-t  importance  to  this  Colony,  they  th;ef:re;re":::: 

se::X'rtm;r"  ^^^^ ''""'' '"'''  '""-^'-^  ^'"^  ^^-^'^^  ^^  -^  ^-p-^-^  ^^^^  «-ion. 

"An  AcU/or  raiung  the  Sura  of,  Two  Thousand,  Two  Hundred,  and  Fifty  Pounds,  hu  a  vublick 

.,:^,  ^c:X7:^:'  ^'"  ^"''''  ^^  '"• '-- ''-  ^^-^'^^^^'^  '^  '^-^  "^'^^-  >^ 

i7'i0,  to  the  frit  Vaij  of  December,  nil.  ^'^J  V  December, 

"  An  AcU/or  the  llcli,f  of  the  Poor  in  the  County  of  Suflblk.     And 

-AnAeK^toyroudefor  the  Vaymm  and  Sub.istcna:  of  One  Hundred  and  Fifto  Rangers  to  be 
cn,,oyed  ,n  scounng  tke  Woods  .n  tkc  Count,,  of  Albany.  untU  tkefrst  of  November  nl^" 

;•  n  wh.ch  IJ.ll  was  .ntended  should  be  included,  the  Provision  for  all  other  Srvices  that 
•n  glU  be  ju  ged  necessary  for  the  I'rotcction  an.l  Security  of  the  Frontiers  tl  e  ensu    g  Win    V 

"And  in  the  nudst  of  our  IWcodings  thereon,  your  Excellency  on  the  4th  of  W     /    TT 

;  '-  ""•' "' "■' -' I  >"'■>  -^' I».  Tr.„y  for  .„„  rur,  1     it,,^   ',;„  ^iv 

Commissions,    and    were   contimiMiLr   fiitinL'   ..v.-rv  Jv.,.    .  .1  respective 

;; '■"!■» "', "-  ~'.-... ;'::;;  ;^:::u'::;,,°,f::.:,,,r;;;:L:.r,;:;  "■• 

Conclusions  these  Commissioners  should  com-,  to  that  tlicv  simul.l  ll  "f' '-''  ^^''"t«ver 

by  the   several    Hranches  of   thHr    respective    L;ir's^      y^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

i..>power..  to  treat,  and  by  whose  Aid  Money  musfbe  ,i Jhed  ;:!  ifw^^^  ^ :Z 

General  Assen.bly  o(  this  Colony  were  then  sitting,  the  Legislature  here  could  it  1  ly    ,  vi    d 

wul..  ami  their  Sentiment,  known  trom   T, to  Time,  concerning  the    l^.ti     l„rs        W 

(onsuleration;    and   your  Kxcel.ency  well   knows,  that  this  was  the    Metl^^ZZ^Z 

a.lvanced,  upon  the  issuing  the  new  Commission,  with  full  and  absolute  Powers   whicrvrdM 

not  object  to,  an.l  Ihen-fore  n.ust  be  supposed  to  approve  of  ^  "  '^"* 

••On  the  Sth,  the  House  met.  and  proceeded  on  the  necessary  Business  of  the  Session   until 

e     7th;  when,  m  the  midst  thereof,  our  .>.aker  received  i  Letter  from  you^Krelerv 

directing  nn  Adjournment  to  the  ii;.^!  of  the  same  Month.  i-'Xtellenty, 

••.\nd  AHer  such  Adjournment.  (»,  before  recited)  and  Prorogations    within  nbn„i  .• 

'""'"«  '7';'""' "-•  «-  P-vi.nng  as  usual,  .'t  the  Fall  of  t      Vea"         . he  c  r Z 

oervices  o    the  neM.  a.  a  Time  when  several  of  the  afor.  said  Bill,  had  been  carded  ^i:  I 

>  Oti.     «   I.  ~() 
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Council  for  their  Concurrence,  and  were  passed  by  tliem  also;   several   others   ready   for 
the  Council,  others  in  great  Forwardness,  and  others  ordered  in,  your  Excellency  thought  fit, 

"  On  the  said  22d  of  September,  to  send  for  tiie  Council  and  Assembly,  and  to  pass  only  two 
of  the  said  Bills;  and  then  was  pleased  to  '  prorogue  the  General  Assembly,  to  the  29th  of  the 
1  same  Month,  then  to  meet  to  proceed  upon  Business.' 

"  Thus  rendering  vain  and  abortive  all  our  Labours  of  the  last  Session,  which  were  near, 
though  not  quite  perfected ;  and  giving  us  the  Pain  of  a  needless  heavy  Expence  to  our 
Constituents,  to  begin  the  Work  a  new,  and  do  the  same  Business  over  again  ; 

"On  the  20th  of  September,  the  House  met,  ready  to  proceed  upon  Business;  but  soon  after, 
our  Speaker  received  a  Letter  from  your  Kxcellency,  directing  an  Adjournment  to  the  5th 
Instant;  and  though  the  House,  by  a  Message  to  your  Excellency,  then  signified  their 
Inclination  to  proceed  immediately  to  Business,  in  order  to  shorten  the  Session,  and  thereby 
ease  their  Constituents  of  the  Kxpence  attending  the  same,  your  Excellency  paid  no  ilegard  to 
it,  but  insisted  upon  the  said  Adjournment. 

«'  We  conceive  thus  stating  the  Facts,  as  in  Truth  they  are,  must  be  sufiicient;  we  need  not 
make  any  Reflections  upon  them  ;  and  whether  or  no,  this  Method  of  proceeding  is  calculated 
for  his  Majesty's  Service,  or  the  Security,  Welfare,  or  Interest  of  the  Colony,  we  submit  to  the 
Judgement  of  every  impartial  Person. 

"But  as  your  Excellency  may  perhaps  be  advised,  that  the  Method  to  manage  an  Assembly, 
is  to  harass  them  wilii  fre(|uent  short  Adjournments,  by  which  they  will  soon  be  tired,  and 
brought  to  submit  to  any  Measures ;  we  take  the  Liberty  to  assure  your  Excellency,  that  such 
Advice  is  vain  and  fruitless:  No  Treatment  your  Excellency  can  use  towards  us;  no 
Inconveniences  how  great  soever,  tliat  we  may  sulfer  in  our  own  Persons,  shall  ever  prevail 
upon  us  to  nbanden,  (or  divert  us  from  steadily  pursuing)  the  Interest  of  our  Country. 

"  It  has  often  been  insinuated,  that  we  run  counter  to  the  Inclinations  of  our  Constituents  ; 
that  we  do  not  do  so  much  as  they  would  have  us:  tluit  we  are  parsimonious,  and  too  saving 
of  the  Country's  Money  ;  and  yet  we  imagine  it  must  appear,  upon  a  Review  ol  our  I'roceediiigs, 
that  notwithstanding  our  Care  has  been  to  manage  with  Frugality,  the  Colony  have  been  put 
to  the  extraordinary  F.xpence  of  near  Scimtij  T/wnsnnd  Poiiiuh,  since  the  (xomnu'ucement  of  the 
Froirii  War,  which  is  a  Burthen  we  fear  our  ('onstituents  will  be  apt  to  think  too  heavy 
for  them  to  bear;  however,  we  pleawe  ourselves  with  the  Thoughts  of  having  discharged  our 
Duty  to  his  Majesty,  and  our  Country:  Wliat  farther  the  publick  Exigences  may  soon  require, 
we  cannot  tell ;  but  as  we  wou'd  not  be  profuse  and  lavish  of  our  ("onstituents  Money,  so 
neither  would  we  be  loo  sparing:  We  are  ready  and  most  heartily  willing  to  do  every  Thing 
that  can  be  reasonably  expected  of  us,  consistent  with  the  Circumstances  of  the  Colony,  that 
may  be  for  his  Majesty's  Service,  and  the  Intereit,  Security,  and  Defence  of  this  and  his 
Majesty's  other  ('oionies  in  Si>rih-Amiriai. 

"  lij  Order  of  the  Gi-nerul  At»r.mhltj, 

"October  !),  1717.  Davii>  Jones,  Spetikrr," 


Message  fnini  liis  Excellency,  Governor  Clinton,  to  the  General  Assembly. 

•'  (irntJemrn, 

«' I  have   the  Pleasure  to    perceive,  from  the    first  of  your    Resolves  of  the    ^th    Instant, 
communicated  to  me,  Ity  Order  of  your  House,  that  the  Si-heme  concerted  by  the  Commissioners 
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at  .he  Charge  of  the  Crown     Xr^  I      '  """'  '"  ^''  P"'  *"  Execution,  principally 

and  that  theExe      i<^ron„'i,  J      I"    'T  ""^  ''  "^''"'^  ^*  ^'"  ^"^^^'^  °^  these  Colonies! 
"Before  the  Mee   ^^  o    Ze'  r  '"'"^  "P""  '"  "''"^'  '^^"^^''t-nties  ns  this  must  do. 

Plan  which  ad"  er  Li  frthe's "'"•:""?  1  '"'  '"''"'^"  ^"^  ^^''^''^^"^'^  '"  -^""-^  t'- 
and  which  waslZ:"  :^  ot  ^n:f  ^^:  ^-"^'^^«'  ^^'"-  V^'  ^''^"^'  '''''''^^ 
by  the  Council ;  that  it  was  unanl;;:o.'rd:a„t  :;;'::' :*",  "p"'  '''-''  ''''''''''  "'^ 

...e  Thiu,  I  i^^nded  to  h.:;:^  h,:;^^:,  rs^^or  ti^r-;  :;:';hrK:;::- 

...e  Clogs  upon  the  Provisions,  hy  y^r  Acts,  has  rendiru^^n;:  i^:,^:;^^!^^: 
Kesolve  ,.u.       That  the  Conun.tte  m  persuaded,  that  his  Majesty's  Orders  to  his  Fvcellencv 

txccutul  h  s  M.j.s  y  s  Onl.-rs,  !,„,  that  sonuMhiug  .till  ren.ains  to  he  done,  or  that  his  Majestv 
as  not  deternuned  Ins  Or.Iers;    I  u.ust  ask  you.  who   persuaded  vou  to  think     o  y       V    ."^ 
I-dence  hav-e  you  now  before  your  House,  to  persuade  you,   thai  either   I   haJe    u,t  R  I 
executed  h,s  Majesty's  Orders,  or  that  he  has  not  .leteru.inel  then.  V     Was  ever  I  is  ^  "  .  t  ' « 
Ih..     re  connuunu-aled  to  any  Asson.bly  of  this  Province,  otherw.se  than  by  the  Cov    .,  fr 
Can      be  ..nag.ned,  .hat  a,.y  Governor  in  his  Senses,  would  avowedly  and   'ublicklycl^      re 
",us     t"""     '  '',';,^'''J-^^f  :«/•''--'••  -'-"  really  was  not  so.  or  in  tl!e  n.os   solen...  M         r 
re(u  e  to  do  any  Ihn.g  wh.ch  his  Majesty  had  or.lered  hi,.,  to  do  7     But  to  proceed     .0       .J 
need  to  be  at  any  L.,ss  to  perceive  the  Vie.  and   i'urpose  of  the   follow  n/w^'s     ft   ^ 
U..solve,  ,.,:      .And  though  by  several  Inforn.ations  it  appears  that  his  Kxcellency   ha    t  e 
>  un.ner  las    past.  ...ade  large  Draughts  o,.  the  Crown,  o..  the  Head  of  InMnn  Alll.i  s,       d   .0 
JJ.sposi.ion  thereof  (or  that  I'urpose,  has  yet  been  heard  of 

"  Now.  (Je„tle.„en.  .  will  venture  to  say,  that  notwithstanding.  „f  your  asserting  this  in  such 
s.ro„g  I  ern.s.  you   know  that  not  one  Word  of  it  is  Truth,  for  though  it  n.ay  b!  true   that 
ave  ...ade  large  Draughts  on  the  Crown,  yet  this  could  no.  appear  to'you  as  a  Ho         1.     . ' 
Inlormat.on.  because  you.  ,n  that  Capacity  had  no  In.orn.atio,.  of  it,  for  which  I  appea   tJyZ 
own  .I.nute«.  t  ough  son.e  of  you  ,..ay  know  son.e.l.ing  of  it  as  Mer.-han.s.  yet  the  far  greate 
Nu„,ber  of  you  know  nothing  o.  ,..  but  by  a  blind  Faith  in  their  Leaders.     /low  cnn  it  l.e     .  d 
tin.  ,.0  D.spos.  .on  0    any  Money  I  have  received  on  .hese  Draughts  has  been  heard  of/     •'    , 
s  as  bo  d  a    M.  shood.  as  ever  ea.ne  fron.  any  Hody  o.  Men.     Vou  asser,.  that  ..o  Person 
heard  of  such  D.spos.t.ons ;  it  is  in.possible  for  you  to  know  this,  otherwise,  than  by  full  I'roof 
oe  ore  you.  that  none  of  .hat  .Money  was  disposed  of.  or  that  i.  still  re.naiuH  in  my  Hund 
an.|  o,  .Ins  you  have  not  the  least  Appearance  o.  Kvi.ienee.  while  you  .hus  endeavour  .0  tbw 
0  gro.s  u  ..lander  on  your  (iovernor's  Character.     On  ,he  co,..ra.y.  I  ,„ay  ask.  whe.l    r    I    r! 

H.  any     erson  of  the  least  Note  or  Curiosity  in  this  C. try.  w.L  ...  not  l^ard       it^ 

II  st\trai  1  lines  ..gainst  Lumula,  last  ..umiiier  and  siuce,  and  ol  nu 
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less  than  GOO  Men,  marcliing  at  one  Time,  and  that  very  considerable  Numbers  of  LuUavs, 
have  been  from  Time  to  Time,  cloathed  and  armed,  and  constantly  found  with  Provisions,  and 
that  several  Persons  both  Whites  and  Indians,  iiave  been  sent  among  the  distant  Nations,  with 
Presents,  to  engage  them  in  our  Interest,  and  to  bring  their  fighting  Men  to  us,  and  Messages 
have  been  continually  passing  back  and  forward  on  these  and  such  like  Occasions. 

"Let  me  ask  you,  whether  this  Province  lias  paid  one  Farthing  of  any  Expence  upon  these 
Occasions?  For  you  must  know  it;  and  if  this  Province  did  not,  who  did  pay  all  this  great 
Expence?  If  I  did  not;  nay  tell  me,  who  was  capable  of  doing  it,  witiiout  making  large 
Draughts  for  it? 

"It  is  well  known,  how  difficult  it  was  before  the  Treaty  I  had  last  Year  at  Albany,  to  get 
a  Dozen  or  a  Score  of  huliuns,  to  go  out  to  Scout,  and  what  a  Charge  these  small  Numbers 
cost;  and  now  Col.  Johnson,  engages  to  bring  a  1000,  or  more  together,  upon  any  reasonable 
Notice.  It  appears  from  Mr.  Johnson's  Examination,  taken  before  a  Committee  of  the  Council, 
and  communicated  by  me  to  you^  at  the  Time  my  Message  was  sent,  that  the  far  greatest 
Number  of  Sachems,  were  in  tiie  French  Interest ;  that  they  had  received  Belts  from  the 
Governor  of  Canada;  that  since  I  employed  that  (Jentleman,  in  Consequence  of  the  Promises 
they  had  made  mt,  they  had  given  up  these  Belts,  and  were  entered  heartily  into  the  War 
against  Canada;  and  that  many  numerous  Indian  Nations,  living  at  so  great  a  Distance  from 
us,  whose  Names  are  but  lately  known  to  us,  are  now  courting  our  Friendship,  and  ready  to 
declare  against  the  Frenth.  Can  any  Man  in  his  Senses,  '  nagine  that  all  these  Things  could 
be  done  without  a  large  Expence  of  Money  ?  But,  (ientlemen,  as  to  whatever  Sums  I  received 
by  these  Draughts,  I  am  in  no  Sense  accountable  to  you,  since  none  of  it  was  given  by  you, 
neither  are  you  Judges  of  the  Disposition  of  it,  nor  if  any  Accounts  of  the  Disposition  were 
laid  before  you,  can  you  give  a  Discharge  or  Acquittance  for  a  single  Pcnnij  of  it;  and  therefore, 
you  have  not  any  Thing  to  do  with  it. 

"  The  making  Peace  and  War,  treating  with  foreign  Nations,  and  all  the  executive  Parts  of 
Government,  are  indisputed  Parts  of  the  King's  Prerogative;  and  a*  last  before  you  conclude 
your  Resolves,  you  discover  for  what  Purpose,  this  vile  Slander  is  thrown  upon  your  Governor, 
with  no  less  View,  than  to  wrest  his  Majesty's  Authority  out  of  the  Hands  of  his  Governor, 
and  to  place  it  in  the  Hands  of  the  Men,  with  whom  you  propose  to  deposite  the  Money;  for 
since  nothing  can  be  done  without  .Money,  then  the  (Governor  cannot  do  any  Thing  with  the 
Indinns,  but  at  the  Pleasure  of  these  Men,  with  whom  the  Money  is  deposited,  and  by  that 
Means  you,  or  iitlier  a  Faction  among  yon,  become  the  (iovernorsof  hotii  (jovcrnor  and  Indians. 

"  Your  6lh  Resolve,  shews  how  little  you  consider  the  Danger  of  tht  (Jarrison  at  Usictgo,  at 
tliis  Time,  and  the  Difficulties  that  may  attend  the  sending  any  Relief,  or  the  necessary 
Provisions  thither. 

"  Your  Zeal  for  encouraging  the  Indians,  in  proHecntiiig  f!:e  War  agiinst  Canada,  \  am  sorry 
to  see  in  what  Manner  it  appears,  by  your  r,ih  Resolve;  when  the  J'hUiuis  oI  the  six  Nations, 
declared  War  against  tlie  FnnrU,  last  ytar  at  Aliami,  X\,vy  made  it  a  Condition,  that  whilo 
their  young  Men  were  <iut  figlititg  our  Battles  (or  ns,  the  old  Men,  Women  and  (Miildrvn. 
should  be  taken  Cart  of  by  us,  and  protected,  and  for  that  Purpose  desired  to  have  one  or  two 
Phues  fortified,  at  our  Kxpence  in  each  Nation.  This  in  itself,  appeared  so  reiisonalile,  that  I 
believe,  no  Man  in  his  Senses,  can  think  it  ought  to  have  bten  refused  s  and  if  I  Itad  refused 
it,  and  thereupon  the  Indian-  had  declined  joining  us  in  the  War,  you  would  not  have  failed  !o 
lilanie  me;   what   Hegard  you  have  to  lie  H(,niiiir  of  i'nis  Governnn'iit,  and  .lustii-e   tn  the 


V 


.'  ■  ;■•  ••:.:        ;-~    -ltd.     «■■■:>■  .-  '..y    .:  r,:: 


LONDON  DOCUMENTS:    XXX.  ggq 

^ptlS^Er^r  r'l  """"'"i  "'""  ''  ^'^"  ^"'^  Thankfulness  to  the  7„.;«.,  who  ilve 
exposed  their  Lives,  a.d  are  ready  again  tc  expose  their  Lives,  in  Defence  of  the  Peonle  of 

wl         T^K^n    "'""  ''^^  '"'^^  ^^''^•■^"-  ^-^  ->  ^-  ^^'^  Safety  of    heir  old  Men 
Women  and  Children;  you,  Gentlemen,  i.  Effect,  say  we  will  take  no  mo^e  Care  of  you  than 

;t:  :^  j^he^:;;- r :;;- r  ^°"'  ^"  -^  -^-^  -  --^-  -^  ^ 

Forced;  ^ir''"'"' It  T''T'  ^"  ^^^  ''P'"'  ''''^'^  '^^  ""^""^^'^d  Advice,  that  the 

Z  tL  Go?ern„    '''t\T  ''''"'  "^  M.jesty  or  his  Ministers,  or  otherwise  th.-m 

from  the  Governor  of  this  Province  ?  The  Forces  at  Alba>,y,^re  under  my  Command  onlv 
and  you  never  will  know  any  Thing  of  his  Majesty's  VI,  Jr.  about  thesTpor  s  but  f "  m 
cl:i::o7u.e7  T;   J'^'^^^-^'-  -ems  a  very  forced  Introduction  of  a  vrylrt 

te  Ivou   that  whT""  r  ^'""^'  "'"'"  ""  '^'^'^  °^  liegulations:  But.  Gentlemen.  T  n 

tell  you   that  while  you  are  thus  in  va-'n  mispending  the  Time,  in  making  Regu-ations  of  his 

Kuestys   forces    which  ought  to  be  imployed  in  making  Provision   for  the   .Safe  y  of      e 

"hal.tantr.of  this  Province,  you  will  .oon  have  none  of  these  Forces  at  Albany,  t  make  an^ 
t  :  k     InVr         ;"r  •  '  ^""  ''  "''  ^"•'  '  °^  ''-^  ""'^^  «-^  Regulations^  hi^^^rty 

o ot    /  Tro  „"d  'T  ""  "''  '•""  '"'"  ""•  '""^  >■""  -""^^  --P^  «^  'hem  on  the 

i  m   f  o    hi7p         T-  "      T"'''  °'  '"""  "^  ""•     "'^  '^""^'"'y  "'"  -'  P-'  -'"'  'he  least 
Branch  of  I  is  Prerogative,  relating  to  Military  Affairs;  nor  dare  L  nor  will  I,  give  up  the 

h-iv    ,f  "w '  f  n  °"  ""',  ^""^''^-"'i-'-  '-wever  desirous  you  ma;   be  to  share  in  it,  or  to 
liave  tlie  vVhole  Command. 

''  And  to  put  this  your  Claim  of  the  Command  of  the  Army,  out  of  dispute,  you  send  your 
(  rders  next  to  me,  relating  to  the  Fort  at  Sura,,uo.a;  and  this  you  do  at  a  tZ,  w.ien  some 
o    you  at  least  know  t  at  though  I  heartily  inclined  to  do  all  that  you  now  desire  of  me.  it  i 
at    his  lime  impracticable. 

"  Tl.e  Desi^^.  of  hese  Resolves  will  too  evidently  appea-  to  all  considerate  Mon.  to  be  no 
other  than  by  ra,H,..j  a  most  unreasonable  Clamour  against  me.  fo.  what  was  not  in  my  Power 
to  prevent;  to  throw  an  unjust  Odium  on  my  AdminiMration,  when  at  i..e  same  Tiine.  what 
.nay  have  happened,  is  principally  occasioned  by  the  unreasonable  Opposition  you  have  made 
to  all  reasonable  Measures  wliicli  were  concened  to  prevent  it. 

"Vou  have  not  by  the  Constitution  of  the  (Jovernment,  any  Share  m  the  Execution  of 
Military  Orde-s;  you  are  not  from  the  Nature  of  Things,  capable  of  judging  of  these  Matters, 
■..-cause  you  cannot  pretend  to  that  Knowledge  or  Skill,  that  is  necessary  for  this  Service; 
neither  can  you  have  sulli.i,.nt  InlornKition  to  know  what  iu  proper  on  the  several  Events  which 
may  arise  every  Day  in  Military  Affairs. 

"  I  formerly  told  you.  that  the  Fronli.  rs  of  this  Province,  could  not  be  secured  by  that  For* 
m,  as  ,n  any  Manner  to  prevent  tl.e  Incursions  of  the  Enemy  ;  and  in  this.  I  have  the  unanimous 
Consent  o  all  who  are  capable  of  judging,  and  who  have  sulncie.t  Information  to  judge  ;  and 
what  has  happened  to  ,l,at  Fort.  I  forewarned  you  of  in  my  former  Messages,  was  likely  to 
happen,  unless  you  gave  me  proper  Assistance  to  preserve  it;  which  you  have  not  done  :  It 
has  occasioned  a  heavy  Expence  to  the  Crown,  in  tl.e  Reliefs  that  "became  too  fr.nuently 
necessary  ;  nothing  has  caused  so  much  Dissatisfaction  among  the  Soldie.s,  as  their  being  sent 
to  tat  (,arrison  ,  and  more  Lives  have  been  lost  by  its  disadvantageous  Situation,  than  by  any 
"tntr  (.uuse  since  tl.e  (  omi.ience.neMt  of  the  War.    It  was  at  first  placed  there  by  Commissioners 
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recommended  to  me  by  the  Council,  as  the  properest  Persons  to  be  intrusted  ;  who,  as  hns 
been  since  discovered,  had  not  the  publick  Benefit  in  View,  but  to  preserve  some  Quantities  of 
Wheat,  their  own  Property,  and  then  growing. 

"No  Reason  can  be  assigned  for  continuing  a  Garrison  in  that  Place,  but  as  it  is  a  Step 
towards  Canada,  in  Case  the  Expedition  had  gone  on  tliis  Summer,  and  because  some  of  the 
wariilie  Stores  for  that  Expedition  were  lodged  there,  and  that  the  with-drawing  an  advanced 
Post,  might  give  Discouragement  to  the  Indians  our  Friends :  But  when  it  could  not  be  longer 
maintained  without  hazarding  a  total  Dissolution  of  the  Forces  at  Alhanii,  and  the  Loss  of  the 
Cannon  and  Stores  lodged  there,  it  became  absolutely  necessary  to  withdraw  the  Cannon  and 
Stores,  and  to  prevent  the  Enemy's  taking  an  Advantage  of  these  Misfortunes,  and  which  were 
in  a  great  Measure  occasioned  by  your  Behaviour,  in  opposition  to  the  Measures  I  had  taken, 
and  represented  to  you  as  necessary  for  securing  that  Post.  I  must  leave  it  to  his  Majesty's 
Ministers  to  judge,  whether  I  have  not  done  every  'I'hing  incumbent  on  me,  or  in  my  Power, 
on  this  Occasion;  and  to  judge  whether  you  have  done  your  Duty  for  his  Majesty's  Service  and 
the  Safety  of  the  People  whom  you  represent. 

"F-  iding  by  the  Minutes  of  your  Proceedings  since  the  last  Prorogation,  tliatyou  were  going 
upon  numerous  Matters,  and  Bills,  some  of  them  of  small  Weight  and  Consequence  at  this 
Time,  when  1  think  the  Province  to  be  in  the  greatest  Danger ;  and  when  I  thought  all  Things 
ought  to  be  po  'tponed  to  the  Consideration  of  the  subject  Matter  of  the  Message  I  sent  you 
the  hrst  Day  oi  your  Meeting,  for  securing  the  Frontiers,  and  the  Lives  and  Estates  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  this  Province. 

"I  sent  the  Message  the  8th  of  this  Month,  to  incite  you  to  proceed  on  the  subject  Matter  of 
that  first  Message,  without  Delay;  and  for  that  Purpose,  I  told  you,  that  1  would  receive 
nothing  from  you  on  any  other  Subject,  till  I  should  know  your  Resolutions  as  to  the  securing 
the  Frontier-,  and  the  Safety  of  the  Province;  after  which  you  may  have  Time  enough  to 
consider  any  Thing  else  which  you  may  think  proper. 

"  The  next  Day  after  you  received  thio  Message,  you  ordered  tiie  Door  to  be  locked,  and  the 
Key  to  be  laid  on  the  Table :  For  wliat  Purpose  was  this  Farce  acted  on  this  Occasion  '/  Was 
there  any  Appearance  of  any  Perso.i  without  Doors,  attempting  to  break  in  upon  you?  Or, 
did  any  of  your  own  Members  seem  willing  to  run  awy  V  1  am  well  assured  that  was  not  the 
Case!  Was  it  then  to  assume  a  Power  to  shut  me  out,  that  I  might  not  have  access  to  you  by 
Message,  or  otherwise  V  If  so,  the  doing  of  it  is  a  high  Insult  on  his  Majesty's  Authority,  and 
a  with-drawing  of  your  Allegiance  for  that  Time. 

"But,  (Jentlemen,  wherein  by  tliis  Message  did  I  encroach  upon  your  undoubted  Rights  and 
Privileges?  I  told  you  wiiat  I  would  do,  or  not  do,  myself ;  that  is,  1  would  receive  nothing 
from  you  till  I  knew  your  I{esolulions  for  securing  the  Proviir-e.  I  imposed  nothing  on  you 
but  that  Message;  have  not  1  Liberty  to  act,  as  well  as  you?  And  may  I  not  complain  of  any 
Encroachment  upon  my  Liberty  and  Authority,  as  well  as  any  other  Subject  or  Oilicer  of 
the  King? 

"  Consider,  r;entlenien,  by  what  Authority  you  sit,  and  act  as  the  Oeneral  Assembly  of  this 
Province  I  I  know  of  none  but  by  the  Authority  of  the  King's  Commission  and  Instructions  to 
me,  which  are  alterable  at  hig  Majesty's  I'leasure.  You  seem  to  place  it  upon  the  same 
Foundation  with  the  House  of  Connnons,  of  (Inai-liriiuin  ;  and  if  I  mistake  not,  yon,  by  the 
Resolvws  of  the  9th  of  this  Montli,  ussiiine  all  the  Privileges  and  R'ghts,  of  the  House  of 
(.'ummons  of  (inut-Jirilain:    if  ho,  you  assume  a  Uiglil  to  be  a  Brunch  of  the  Legiilulure  ol  the 
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Kingdom  and  deny  your  Dependence  and  Subjection  on  the  Crown  and  Parliament.     If  you 
have  not  the  Rights  of  the  House  of  Commons  of  Grea^-BrUain,  then  the  Giver  of  the  AuthorUv 
by  wh,ch  you  act  has,  or  can  put  Bounds  and  Limitations,  upon  your  Rights  and  Pri,^neg  s 
and  alter  them  at  Pleasure  ,  and  has  a  Power  to  restrain  vou  when  you  endlour  to  tr.~s  •' 

bHngsZ  Ze?"'r'  ''V  ''''  "^  ''^^'''''^  ^^"P^^-  Commands,  not  t'sutyoTo' 
brmg  some  Matters  ,„ to  your  House,  or  to  debate  upon  them  ;  and  for  that  Reason,  the  Custom 

has  been  o„g  established,  of  the  Clerk  of  your  House,  to  shew  every  Day  to  th     Governor 

Thi  ::c::t  tL  m'r:'*"^^  f ''''  "^-^^ '  ^-^  '^  '^  ^^  undutifui^BeiiLr  to Xr; 

1  nmg  secret  from  me  that  is  under  your  Consideration. 

provlLr;nd';rofr.;\""i''''"'" ':"  '""•  ^'^^  ^^^^^  ^^"^^  ^'^^^  ^^g'^^^*"-  ^'^^- 

vZTrl    ,  >  ^"■'  '""^  ^'  '"'"'"'''1  '"  t''«  Eye  of  the  Law  ;  and  there  is  a 

Power  able  to  pun.sh  you,  and  that  will  punish  you,  if  you  provoke  that  PoUr  to  do  It  bv 
your  Misbehaviour,  otherwise  you  must  think  yourselves  Independent  of  the  Crown  of^c^t 
Bnmn.     But  before  I  conclude  on  the  Head  of  these  extraordinary  Resolves,  J  cannot  but  take 

ordering  me  to  be  served  from  Time  to  Time,  with  Copies  of  your  Resolutions.  This  is  a 
Me  od  no  way  warranted  by  any  Practice  in  Parliament,  (whose  Practice  y  u  h  nk  o  git  to 
be  the  Rule  of  your  Conduct)  it  is  highly  disrespectful  to  that  Authority  whidi  his  Mnie  S  h 

Conduct.  for  what  Purpose  else  can  this  be  done,  since  without  this,  by  a  Practice 
St  bMshed  ever  since  a  General  Assembly  sat  in  this  Province,  the  Proceedings  thereof  a  e 
daily  communicated  to  the  Governor;  and  in  Pursuance  of  his  Majesty's  Comnld  1  y^  r 
Proceedings  ought  to  be  communicate.!,  that  the  Governor  may  put  a  Stop  to  th  n,  wh»  ul 
became  disorderly  or  undutiful  to  his  Majesty,  or  perhaps  criminal.  ^ 

Hnnl  L  """  '"  '°"'''^"  '  "'"'"'  '"'^'''■^"^'  Behaviour  of  some  of  the  Members  of  your 

House,  who  in  a  .p.arter  of  an  Hour  after  I  was  served  with  the  Copy  of  your  said  Re  oC 
of  the  9th  Instant  came  into  an  Apartment  of  my  House  where  I  wal  busy,  and  wit  ou  tie 
least  previous  Notice  one  of  them  ollered  to  read  a  large  Bundle  of  IMpers,  vvl  ich  he     i  ,  wa 

will       n  n  T        T'"""'  "'""  '"  "'^  ^''''''  Apartment,  be  thus  intruded  upon/ 

^r      P^i^    ;""  pr-     T  "'f  ^^"'^^""^  '"  "  ^^-"^-^     ^^'"'  --t  yo-  Governor  bear 

e"        to        :'    /  ^''""^/'--^«-  '-"  «-•"  B^-1-iour,  without  any  other,  I  had  too  much 

...son  to   leluse   to  receive   it,   or  to  sufTer  it  to  be  left  with   me;    and  from   some  nnst 

^Z^":r  'u'""''  '"""  "''"'"^  "'^^^'^  '''  ^^"^  '^---  '  '--  -"  Here  f^Le^ 

to  m  i  Vrrte'Tint  T''^"  ''' 'T''' !''■  ^-'''"'-'' -'-•'>  '«  ""t  previously  communicated 
to  me  ,n  private,  that  I  may  judge  whether  it  be  necessary  for  his  Majesty's  Service  and 
pubhck  (Jo„d,  to  give  Access  to  me  for  that  I'urpose. 

"  (Irnflrmen, 

you  d";"l"!;::;::rV'"^  ^'7"«'-''."''--"  ^^  y-.  that  at  the  Openmg  of  the  present  Session, 

iv  n  L  "r'  :TI'  ^';"«'''^'-'-»  '-'^  ^'-  '» '-  ■'  a".l  as  1  believe  that  you  cannot 
b  f L:  ,j  .^r  "  ■'■"  '"%"r  'r  """""'  '>■  -^  <'---•  Assemblyof  this  province. 
'Vporaumy  of  speaking  or  sending  any  Message  to  you,  you  entered  into  several  Resolves,  J. 
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"  You  resolve  to  take  the  State  of  the  Province,  and  of  the  Frontiers,  into  your  Consideration ; 
but  without  doing  this,  or  receiving  any  Information  of  the  State  of  the  Province,  or  of  the 
Frontiers,  being  laid  before  you. 

"  That  the  late  and  frequent  Adjournments  and  Prorogations,  I  had  made  of  the  Assembly, 
have  occasioned  Interruptions  in  providing  for  the  Defence  and  Security  of  the  Frontiers. 
Now,  Gentlemen,  is  not  this  an  Incroachment  upon  the  King's  Authority  in  my  Hands,  and 
taliing  upon  yourselves  a  Superiority  over,  and  controlling  Power  of  that  Authority,  without 
acquainting  me  with  any  Reasons  you  had  for  taking  the  State  of  the  Province  into 
your  Consideration. 

•'  fn  the  same  Breath,  you  resolve  to  make  a  Remonstrance  upon  the  St.ite  and  Condition 
of  the  Colony,  and  without  resolving  what  shall  be  the  Subject  Matter  of  that  Remonstrance, 
you  order  a  Committee  to  draw  it  up:  The  Committee  in  a  very  little  Time,  bring  in  their 
Remonstrance  into  the  House ;  and  it  will  beyond  Contradiction,  appear  from  the  Minutes  of 
the  Proceedings  of  your  House,  the  Time  when  you  met,  and  the  Time  when  the  Committee 
brought  it  to  my  House,  that  there  was  scarcely  Time  to  read  it  hastily  over,  and  that  it  was 
impossible  for  your  House  to  form  any  rational  Judgement  on  what  the  Committee  had  done. 
Is  this  acting  like  rational  Men  ?  Is  this  following  Precedents  of  the  Parliament  of  Great-Britain, 
which  you  pretend  so  much  to  imitate?  No,  I'll  defy  any  Man  to  give  any  Precedent  of  this 
Nature,  unless  it  was  in  that  House  of  Commons  that  had  resolved  to  take  away  the  King's 
Life,  and  to  overturn  the  established  Government :  Nay.  I'll  defy  any  Man  to  show,  that  the 
Council,  or  General  Assembly,  of  any  Nation,  ever  acted  in  this  Manner,  but  where  a  Faction 
had  resolved  to  usurp  the  whole  Authority  and  Power  over  that  Nation. 

"  I  had  Reasons  why  I  would  not  then  take  notice  of  those  insolent  Representations,  as 
would  have  become  me  ;  but  now  that  those  Reasons  are  removed,  and  on  this  Occasion,  when 
I  have  Reason  to  believe  the  like  Insolence  was  intended,  I  must  tell  you,  that  you  therein  not 
only  forgot  all  Kind  of  Decency  or  Respect,  to  the  Aulhorit-  which  his  Majesty  has  been 
pleased  to  intrust  me  with  over  this  Province,  (not  to  mention  the  Regard  which  every  Man 
of  any  tolerable  Manners,  must  think  due  to  the  Family  where  I  had  my  Birth)  but  you 
thereby  endeavoured  to  make  me  lose  all  Esteem  among  the  People,  and  to  render  it  as  far  as 
in  your  Power,  impracticable  to  do  that  Service  which  is  required  of  me  in  opposing  the 
Enemy.  I  further  say,  that  without  any  Ifegard  to  Truth,  you  therein  boldly  asserted  several 
Things,  which,  from  the  Minutes  of  your  P.nceedings,  can  be  proved  that  you  know  to  be 
false  r  and,  in  order  to  excuse  yourselves  with  the  People,  for  denying  me  the  necessary 
Supplies  for  carrying  on  the  War  against  the  Enemy,  and  for  defence  ot  this  Province,  you 
endeavour  to  infuse  into  the  Minds  of  the  I'eople,  that  I  converted  the  publick  Money  to  my 
private  Use ;  but  what  little  Pretence  you  had  for  tliis  imprudent  Assertion,  may  appear  to 
Strangers  as  well  as  to  those  bett^-r  acquainted  with  the  Affairs  of  this  Government,  when  it 
is  made  known  to  them,  that  all  the  publick  M(  ney  of  this  Province,  that  came  in  any  Manner 
into  my  Hands,  in  four  Years  since  my  Arrival  in  this  Place,  to  be  disposed  of  by  me  for  his 
Majesty's  Service,  or  the  Service  ol  this  Province,  did  not  in  the  Whole,  amount  to  little  more 
than,  One  rhoiisaml  Eight  Hundred  Pounds,  this  Currency,  for  the  Use  of  the  five  Nations  of 
Indians,  and  other  Indians  tributary  to  them,  when  1  met  them  at  Alhanij,  and  who  were  more 
numerous  there  than  on  such  usual  Occasions  of  meeting  them. 

"  Now,  let   any   Man  but  consider,  what  the  i'rovince  could  sufl'er,  by  the  most  sinister 
Management  on  these  Occasions,  when  the  Indians  were  maintained  out  of  that  Money,  ail  the 
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Tune  they  were  at  Albany,  puhli.k  Presents  were  given  to  all  tl,e  Nations  then  there,  and  private 
Presents,  as  .s  well  known,  were  likewise  made  out  of  it,  to  the  Sachems  of  every  Nation 
and  a  cons>deral,le  one  to  the  Smekas,  ior  their  Claim  to  a,«..,.o,  which  had  been  promised 
hem  by  my  Predecessors,  but  never  performed  ;  and  the  Ldurm  were  out  of  the  same  Money, 
transported  ,n  Waggons  from  SchcncCady.  16  Miles,  to  Albany,  and  from  Albany,  back  again  fo 
Sckc^ctady   wuh  Provisions  for  their  Journey.     Now  suppose  what  you  please  to  have  been 
saved  by  the  most  sinister  Means  ;  nay.  suppose  that  all  the  Money  which  came  into  my  Hands, 
had  been  converted  to  my  private  Use;   could  this  justify  your  Proceeding,  which  by  your 
Comnnss.oners  wuh-holdmg  the  Provisions  for  the  Forces,  and  your  justifying  them  in  so  doing, 
and  refusing  the  other  necessary  Supplies,  you  did  as  much  as  in  your  Power,  prevent  my 
doing  that  be,  vice  which  I  concerted,  determined,  and  was  about  to  have  done,  ior  Annoyance 
of  the  Enemy    and  Protection  of  the  People  of  this  Province;    I  say,  supposing  what  you 
insinuated  had  been  true,  this  never  could  have  justified  you,  in  your  past  and  present  Conduct; 
but     assert  your  Insinuations  are  false,  and  which  1  shall  make  appear  whenever  that  Poini 
s^iall   properly  come  in   Question.     Hud  .he   saving  of  the  Country's   Money  been   truly  the 
Design,  you  would  have  in  the  first  Place,  privately  acquainted  me  with  any  Information  vou 
had  on  that  Head,  and  if  1  could  not  have  satisfied  you,  you  might  applied  in  some  Manner 
to  the  King  for  Redress,  which  would  have  shewn  at  the  same  Time,  the  Regard  yor.  had  for 
h.s  Authority,  ui  the  Character  of  his  Governor.      But  to  put  it  out  of  Question,   that  the 
saving  of  Money  to  the  I'eople  you  represent,  was  no  Part  of  your  View;  I  need  only  observe, 
that  since  1  had  the  Administration  of  this  Government,  above  Sixty  Thousand  Pounds,  has  been 
put  into  the  Hands  of  Commissioners,  named  by  you.   and   none  of  them   have   been   to  my 
Knowledge,  called  to  Account  by  you  to  this  Day ;    is  it  because  all  Men  in  this  Province 
excepting  your  Governor,  are  uncapable  of  turning  any  Part  of  the  publick  Money  to  their' 
private  Use,  or  because  all  of  them  were  either  of  your  o>vn  Number,  or  near  Relations  to  some 
of  you,  or  in  special  Friendship  with  the  leading  Men  among  you. 

"  But  the  Spirit  of  those  Representations,  become  still  more  evident,  by  the  Malice  which 
appears  in  them,  against  those,  who  in  any  Manner  endeavoured  to  support  me  in  my 
Administration,  when  yon  took  upon  you  to  judge  of  their  Hearts,  without  assigning  one 
single  Act,  to  support  the  heavy  Calumnies  you  endeavoured  to  throw  upon  them,  and  that  in 
a  Manner,  that  every  Man  who  lias  the  least  Sense  of  Honour,  would  be  ashamed  of  in  private 
Life,  but  much  more  unbecoming  the  Character  of  the  Representatives  of  a  People  who  have 
any  Sense  of  moral  Honesty.  But  this  will  be  so  far  from  doing  an  Injury  to  these  Perso-  . 
Characters,  that  you  establish  their  good  Character,  when,  after  you  shew  so  great  an  Inclination 
to  dwcover  Faults  and  Blemishes,  you  have  not  been  able  to  point  out  one. 

"  I  must,  before  I  leave  this  Subject,  fake  Notice  of  your  refusing  to  supply  the  Independent 
Cmpanies  of  the  King'.  Troop,  with  Provisions,  who  are  posted  at  Albany,  in  your  Defence- 
It  IS  well  known,  that  these  Troops  cannot  at  this  Time,  subsist  there  on  their  Pay  as  they 
have  no  Means  of  supporting  themselves  otherwise  when  from  Duty,  or  if  they  could' support 
themselves,  is  it  reasonable  to  think  they  could  be  satisfied  to  serve  for  Pay  alone  when  the 
new  Levies  ,n  their  Sight,  have  as  goo.l  Pay  an.)  Provisions;  besi.Ies.  this  Refusal  can  have  no 
other  iendency.  but  tin;,  of  the  Dissolution  of  those  Troops,  and  for  whatever  Reasons  you 
may  desire  this,  it  is  my  Duty  to  prevent  it,  an.I  therefore,  if  tiiese  Troops  be  not  there  furnished 
with  Provisions  by  you,  I  must  withdraw  them  all  into  some  other  Parts  of  the  Province 
where  they  can  subsist. 
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"  Now,  Gentlemen,  reflect  from  whence  this  so  long  continued,  unbecoming  Conduct  to  your 
King  and  Country,  can  arise;  it  seems  to  me,  that  it  can  arise  lioiu  no  other  but  one  or  more 
of  the  following  Motives. 

"  A  firm  Principle  of  Disloyalty,  that  you  would  endeavour  by  all  Means  in  your  Power,  to 
deliver  up  the  Country  to  the  King's  Enemies;  or 

"In  Favour  of  that  shameful  Neutrality,  which  it  is  generally  believed,  some  in  this  Province, 
have  endeavoured  to  establish  between  this  Province  and  Canada,  a'  this  Time,  such  as  was 
established  in  the  War  in  Queen  Anne's  Reign,  by  which  the  French  in  Canada,  gained  great 
Advantages  over  the  neighbouring  Colonies,  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  common  Interest  of 
the  Nation. 

"  A  Design  to  overturn  the  present  Constitution  of  the  Government,  by  thus  throwing  the 
Administration  into  Contusion.     Or, 

^^  Lastly,  to  satisfy  tiie  pride  and  private  Malice  and  Rancour  of  a  few  Men,  at  the  Hazard  of 
the  Lives  and  Estates  of  your  Constituents  ;  that  such  there  are  in  this  Country,  is  no  secret, 
nor  what  Share  they  have  in  your  private  Consultations. 

*•  Gentlemen, 

♦'  I  have  again  and  again,  when  you  had  fallen  into  unreasonable  Heats  and  Passions,  so  as 
to  break  out  into  indecent  Expressions  and  undutii'ul  Behaviour,  adjourned  or  prorogued  your 
House,  that  you  might  have  Time  to  cool,  and  to  give  you  what  Example  I  could,  in  preventing 
the  renewal  of  any  past  DiH'erences  ;  you  cannot  find  one  Instance,  wherein  at  the  opening  of 
any  Session,  I  seemed  to  have  any  Remembrance  of  any  Difllercnces  wiiich  had  appeared  in 
the  preceding  Sessions  ;  your  Behaviour  has  been  ([uite  otherwise  ;  you  omitted  no  Opportunity 
to  renew  Difl^erences,  and  often  to  lug  tiieni  in  licad  and  Shoulders;  this  among  many  other 
Things,  will  evidently  siiew,  wlietlier  you  or  1  have  had  the  Saf.Hy  of  the  People  of  this  Province 
most  at  Heart,  in  this  Time  of  Daiig'T.  And  now,  Gentlemen,  when  you  have  Reason  to  expect 
a  proper  Resentment  from  me,  I  will  disappoint  you  once  more:  All  these  Aspersions  you 
have  endeavoured  to  throw  on  me,  cannot  hurt  my  Character,  with  those  whose  Esteem 
I  value;  and  you  are  not  capable  of  making  a  proper  Reparation,  for  the  Injuries  you  have 
attempted  to  do. 

"  And  therefore,  I  shall  again  recommend  to  you,  to  make  the  necessary  Supplies  for  the 
Security  of  the  Frontiers,  and  lor  preserving  the  Fidelity  of  the  Indiana,  and  their  Encouragement 
in  prosecuting  the  War  against  the  French,  as  I  did  by  my  Message  at  the  Opening  of  this 
Session,  and  that  you  dispatch  this  Atfair  without  Delay,  by  not  intermixing  any  other  Business 
that  can  be  as  well  done  aiterwards  as  now,  till  all  that  is  necessary  be  compleated,  by  these 
Bills  being  passed  your  House  ;  because  no  Man  can  tell,  \\  hat  Inconveniences  may  arise,  or 
what  Mischiefs  may  happen  every  Day  to  the  Inhabitants  on  the  Frontiers. 

•*I  am  well  assured,  that  the  Governor  of  Canada,  has  too  good  Information  of  what  passes 
in  this  Province;  these  open  and  puhlick  DitTerenccs  among  ourselves,  may  encourage  him  to 
make  Attempts,  which  otherwise,  he  never  would  have  thought  of. 

"  And  that  I  may  as  much  as  in  my  Power,  prevent  any  Delay  which  may  arise  from 
Misunderstanding  or  otherwise,  I  now  tell  you,  that  I  will  not  give  my  Assent  to  any  Bi  I,  in 
which  the  Issuing  or  Disposition  of  the  puhlick  Money  is  directed  otherwise,  thiin  as  his 
Majesty's  Commission  and  Instructions  to  me  direct,  or  which  shall  lay  any  Limitations  or 
Clogs  on  his  Majesty's  Authority,  with  Respect  to  the  Disposition  or  Command  of  the  Forces, 
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or  v^hich  in  any  Sense  may  lessen  his  Majesty's  Authority  in  my  Hands,  with  Respect  to 
miiiiary  Atiuirs.  "^ 

"If  you  make  any  Thing  contrary  to  his  Majesty's  Commission  or  Instructions,  a  Condition 

of  your  grantuig  the  necessary  Supplies  for  the  Safety  of  the  People  of  this  Province,  I  now 

ell  you,  that  ,t  w.ll  be  trifling  with  the  Lives  and  Estates  of  your  Constituents,  by  exposing 

hem  ,n  th,s   fune  of  Danger,  without  Relief;  for  I  never  will  yield  to  it:  The  ill  Effects  of 

any  1h  "g  of  that  Method  ;  but  at  the  same  Time,  none  of  you  shall  be  more  desirous  than  I 
am,  tha  the  publ.ck  Money  he  disposed  of  in  the  most  proper  and  frugal  Manner,  and 
^.at  you  be  fully  satisfied  by  all  reasonable  Methods,  consistent  with  that  Constitution  of 
Government  winch  h.s  Majesty  has  established  in  this  Province,  that  it  has  been  applied  to 
the  Uses  for  which  it  is  granted.  *^^ 

"  ^^'''  ^"^"^g^'  ^•■"'ber  13.  1747.  ^    Clixton." 

Having  now  opened  to  your  Lordpp-  view,  what  has  been  the  situation  of  the  province 
for  some  tune,  w,th  respect  to  the  two  essenciai  Articles  of  Govern',  the  prerogative  of  the 
Crown  and  the  proceedmgs  of  the  Assembly,  we  shall  proceed  to  place  before  Your  Lord^P' 
auuther  great  and  equally  dangerous  evil,  arising  from  the  distracted  State  of  affairs  in  which 
th.s  valuable  Provmce  has  thus  long  been  involved,  and  that  is  the  very  bad  and  almost 
destructive  effect  it  has  had  upon  the  general  disposition  and  ancient  friendship  of  the  Six 
Indian  Nations,  who  are  seated  on  the  back  of  it.  and  whose  attachment  to  the  British  Interest 
chiefly  depends  upon  their  temper  towards  the  Govern' of  New  York,  and  the  benefits  and 
protection  they  find  in  iheir  alliance  with  it. 

The  great  Advantages  which  the  experience  of  many  years,  had  given  us  reason  to  hope  for, 
from  the  Assistance  of  this  powerful  and  warlike  body  of  people  in  the  time  of  the  late  war, 
were  prevented,  by  their  having  been  left  exposed  to  the  cruel  Ravages  an.l  Incursions  of  a 
merciless  Enemy,  by  the  want  of  that  protection,  which,  tho'  often  promised  them,  was  as  often 
neglecte,!  to  be  provided  for,  and  their  friendship  was  also  a  second  time  endangered,  and 
almost  entirely  lost,  by  their  not  receiving  their  usual  supply  of  presents  at  th.-  regular 
and  stated  times;  these  unhappy  eflV-cts  may  indeed  be  in  some  degree,  attributed  to  the 
disappointment  they  met  with,  from  the  expedition  against  Canada  not  taking  place  after  they 
had  been  prevailed  upon  to  take  up  the  Hatchet  in  this  service ;  yet.  the  finding  themselves 
at  the  same  time  neglected  by  those  people,  to  whom  their  Friendship  and  alliance  had  been, 
on  every  occasion  of  danger  and  distress,  so  particularly  serviceable,  must  doubtless  have 
been  a  great  additional  shock  to  them,  and  greatly  contributed  to  make  them,  in  their  own 
minds,  either  deny  the  Power  or  distrust  the  sincerity  and  good  will  of  great  Brittain. 

Nor  vvere  any  steps  taken  for  two  years  alter  the  peace  for  regaining  the  adections  of  these 
people,  I)y  making  ihem  the  usual  presents  upon  that  occasion,  and  should  such  a  cessation  of 
all  Govern'  in  the  province,  as  has  for  two  years  continued,  ever  again  be  repeated.  The  Six 
Nations  of  Indians,  always  the  most  constant  and  best  allies  of  the  British  Interest  in  America, 
will  be  entirely  alienate.l  from  us,  and  driven  to  seek  a  connection  with  the  Erench,  who, 
availing  themselves  of  our  neglect,  daily  strengthen  themselves,  by  artfully  turning  all  such 
Indians  against  us,  as  are  not  directly  our  allies,  and  disturbing  such  as  are. 

Thus,  My  Lords,  have  we  thrown  together,  whatever  we  thought  may  tend  to  give  your 
Lord".-  a  just  idea  of  the  melancholy  Stale  of  the  affairs  of  this  distracted  province,  so  capable 
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of  being  made  by  good  Govern*  and  general  tranquility  one  of  the  most  flourishing  and 
advantageous  of  His  Maj''"'  American  (Joloniea;  and  these,  My  Lords,  are  the  steps  and  fatal 
measures,  by  which  the  legal  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  (which  alone  can  keep  this  or  any 
Province  dependent  on  the  Mother  Country)  has  been  reduced,  the  most  essencial  powers  of 
Govern'  violently  wrested  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Governor,  the  province  in  time  of  war  left 
exposed,  the  Six  Indian  Nations  disgusted,  the  whole  support  of  Govern*,  for  above  two  years 
entirely  omitted  and  refused,  and  every  thing  which  the  Crown  lias  a  right  to  demand,  or  the 
Province  for  their  own  sakes,  in  interest  oblige  to  provide,  has  been  denied  merely  in  resentment 
from  personal  quarrels,  and  on  account  of  differences  between  the  Gov'  and  some  members  of 
the  Council  and  Assembly. 

Your  LordPP'  have  desired  us  to  propose  remedies  for  these  grievances,  and  therefore  we  will 
proceed  to  offer  to  your  consideration  what  we  imagine  will  be  necessary  and  most  likely  to 
re-establish  a  good  agreement  between  the  Gov'  and  the  Council  and  Assembly,  to  restore  the 
prerogative  to  its  just  and  legal  boundaries,  put  the  affairs  of  Govern'  once  more  into  a  proper 
course  of  Administration,  recover  the  fidelity  of  the  Indians,  and  guard  against  a  return  of 
these  several  mischiefs  hereafter. 

Unhappily  divided  as  the  parts  of  the  Legislature  of  this  Province  are,  old  and  inveterate  as 
the  personal  dislikes  and  animosities  are,  which  prevail  among  particular  &  considerable 
Members  in  every  branch  of  it,  fortified  as  the  Enemies  to  the  present  Gov'  and  Govern'  in  it 
are  by  the  several  essencial  and  repeated  departures  from  the  prerogative,  and  necessary  as 
well  as  just  powers  of  the  Crown,  We  submit  it  to  Your  Lord""?'  whether  it  be  possible,  distracted 
as  affaires  and  heated  as  men  now  are,  to  strike  out  any  method  of  reestablishing  the  former,  or 
reconciling  the  latter.  Mr  Clinton  endeavoured  at  the  end  of  the  late  War,  to  recover  from 
the  Assembly  the  encroachments  they  had  made  upon  tlie  Crown ;  the  Assembly  refused  to 
restore  the  powers  they  had  usurped.  This  opposition  brought  tlie  matter  to  an  issue,  and  the 
Assembly  shewed  by  the  event,  that  no  arguments  which  the  Gov'  could  urge,  nor  any 
disadvantage  which  could  follow  to  themselves,  even  from  a  total  cessation  of  Goverflt.  was 
sufficient  to  induce  them  to  depart  from  those  usurpations,  which  we  have  stated  above,  and 
which  in  the  beginning  of  M'  Clinton's  Administration  had,  as  they  urged,  his  consent  at  least, 
if  not  his  approbation.  If  a  new  Gov'  should  be  hereafter  appointed,  sent  over  under  new, 
and,  if  it  be  thought  proper,  still  stricter  Commission  and  Instructions,  and  with  positive 
directions  to  get  the  prerogative  restored  in  these  very  particulars,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  for  the 
interest  which  his  Maj'-'  has  in  this  one  oi'  his  most  considerable  provinces  in  America,  and  for 
the  future  happier  administration  of  it,  that  such  a  Go\'  not  having  the  prejudices  of  particular 
people  nor  the  spirit  of  irritated  parties  to  contend  against,  would  be  able  to  reunite  the 
Assembly,  and  prevail  upon  all  Men  to  assist  in  reestablishing  the  prop*'."  and  ancient 
Constitution  of  (Jovern*.  As  this  is  a  work,  which  can  not  be  performed  but  by  the  united 
consent  of  the  whole  Legislature,  it  probably  never  can  he  obtained,  while  the  sev.Tal  parts  of 
that  Legislature  continue  at  t!ie  greatest  Knniity.  The  likeliest  season  therefore  for  doin^  it, 
must  be,  when  the  Temper  of  people  is  calm,  and  their  preitent  mutual  passion  is  over;  and 
we  submit  it  to  your  LordP""  with  great  deference,  whether  in  the  first  instance  thfe  executive 
part  of  this  (»overn'  or  the  common  liari..')ny  of  it  can  ever  be  retrieved,  but  by  reinstating  in 
the  Gov'  his  original  and  necessary  powers.  Whether  in  th>;  seioiid  place,  the  Assembly  of 
this  province  will  ever  be  induced  thus  to  give  up  all  the  result  of  so  long  contest  and  their 
acquisitions  by  it,  but  in  a  time  of  general  satisfaction,  and  when  private  and  personal  quarrel? 


V 


LONDON  DOCUMENTS :    XXX.  ggy 

are  at  an  end;  and  in  the  last  place  whether  that  general  satisfaction,  is  ever  so  likely  to  be 
found,   as   at   the  occasion  of  a   new  Gov',   unopposed   by  any  set  of  Men   upon  personal 
dislike,  capable  of  great  influence  from  his  Station   and  deserving  of  it  from  his  character 
This  seems  to  us,  the  only  time,  in  which,  such  an  alteration  can  be  brought  about,  because 
It  can  not  be  done  but  by  the  approbation  of  the  Legislature,  which  must  be  greatly  reconciled 
to  the    Govern'   there,  before   they  will   concur  in   such  a  method  of  giving    it    permanent 
strength  and  support.     The  Commission  and  Instructions  of  such  a  Gov'  might  be  framed  upon 
a  plan  smted  to  the  circumstances  of  the  Province,  and  the  services  to  be  required  of  him,  and. 
If  your  LordPP'  should  think  it  proper,  further  methods  might  be  thought  of,  for  enforcing  his 
ooed.ence  to  the  spirit  and  letter  of  them.     It  may  be  truly  said  in  general,  th-^t  the  same 
methods,  which  shall  be  thought  likely  to  regain  the  powers  which  have   been  ...ested  from 
the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  and  to  reestablish  a  good  agreement  between  the  Gov'  and  the 
Council,  and  Assembly,  will  be  also  the  most  effectual  for  preserving  that  prerogative  when  thus 
restored,  and  this  good  agreement,  when  it  haa  been  again  reestablished;  but,  we  can  not  help 
suggesting  it  to  Your  LordPP",  whether  it  would  not  be  a  great  additional  means  of  guarding 
ags'  any  future  Divisions,  and  of  putting  the  Administration  of  Govern'  into  an  amicable  and 
certain  course  of  execution  by  entirely  removing  most  of  the  sources  of  the  late  difll-rences. 
If  the  Council  and  Assembly  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  pass  a  general  perpetual  Revenue  Act, 
upon  the  plan  of  that  which  has  been  passed  in  Jamaica,  by  which  Act  a  standing  Revenue  is 
given  to  his  Maj'^  and  provision  made  for  the  several  expences  of  the   Govern'  out  of  duties 
raised  by  the  Act  itself.     Should  such  an  Act  be  passed,  the  salaries  of  Oflicers,  the  fund  for 
the  payment  of  them,  the  maintenance  of  the  Fortifications,  the  trusts  and  powers  reposed  in 
parficuirr  Officers,  the  charge  of  presents  to  the  Indians,  the  salary  of  the  (;ov'  in  one  word 
every  necessary  measure  of  Govern'  would  be  lastingly  provided  for.  the  several    points  of 
Domestic  Govern'  now  so  often  disputed  as  fictions  rise  and  gain  strength,  wouk'.  he  finally 
decided  by  the  legislature  and  the  several  powers  legally  belonging  to  the  (JoV  and  requisite 
for  his  supporting  his  character  would  be  by  a  law  of  the  province  put  out  of  dispute,  and  all 
the  claims  of  present  factions  against  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  would    be  by  a  perpetual 
Act  of  the  Legislature  itself  ascertained,  Civil  Offic-e.-s,  who  by  the  nature  of  their  Trusts  and 
Offices,  and  for  the  Right  Administration  of  tliose  trusts,  ought  at  least  to  be  independent  of  any 
body  of  Men,  would  be  no  longer  obliged  to  fall  in  with  any  discontented  party  of  Men  in  the 
Assembly,  to  secure  a  suhsistance,  nor  woul.l  the  Assembly  have  it  any  longer  in  their  power, 
to  make  the  Offices  of  their  friends  and  of  OUicers  they  dislike,  as  large  aiu'  inconsiderable 
as  they  pler.se;  and  we  submit  it  to  Vour  LordP"'  whether  if  the  foundation  of  Govern'  and  the 
just  powers  of  the  Gov'  were  thus  by  a  declaratory  Law  established,  and  all  the  charge  and 
services  of  Govern',  which  are  ever  neglected   and   sometimes   totally  omitted  when  warm 
opposition  is  formed,  were  thus  perpetually  provided  for.  Men  of  factious  tempers  and  views 
would  not,  on  the  one  hand,  lose  their  chief  motive  for  faction,  and  the  province  on  the  other 
be  secured  against  the  many  ill  effi'cis  it  has  of  late  years  sufi;.red  from  it,  even  tho'  such 
opposition  to  Govern'  should  again  be  formed  and  ohEtinately  carried  on.     As  soon  as  an  Act  of 
this  sort  has  been  passed,  individuals,  from  any  cause  dissatisfied,  will  have  few  temptations 
to  distress  (iovern',  the  Gov'  will  have  all  proper  powers  for  supporting  it  permanently  vested 
in  liim,  and  the  Province  itself  will  be  in  the  mean  time  delniyed  in  its  expences,  conduci.d 
nnd  defended  by  the  common   operation   of  sn.h  a   petpetinl    Act   of   H.vnme   as  we   are 
recommending,  nnd  has  been  wisely  and  happily,  both,  for  ihul  Island  and  the  Mother  Country, 
enacted  in  Jamaica. 
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With  respect  to  the  Six  Nations,  we  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  your  LordPi",  that  we  have 
hitely  received  a  letter  from  Coll :  Johnson  Commissary  of  New  York  for  Indian  Affairs,  a 
very  diligent,  honest,  and  able  Officer,  informing  us  that  he  has  lately  held  a  meeting  with 
them,  in  which  he  had  the  satisfaction  to  undeceive  them  in  several  essential  particulars,  and 
to  draw  from  them  the  strongest  proffessions  of  future  steadiness  and  attachment  to  the  British 
Interest,  and  to  renew  the  usual  treaty  of  strict  alliance  with  them,  so,  that  the  very  ill 
effects  of  past  neglects  and  their  late  disgusts,  too  justly  conceived,  are  we  hope,  in  a  way  of 
being  perfectly  removed ;  but  neither  in  this  nor  any  circumstance,  can  the  Interest  of  Great 
Brittain,  in  what  relates  to  New  York  or  these  Indian  Allies  of  it,  be  permanently  or  effectually 
removed  or  guarded  against,  unless  the  peace  of  that  province  be  restored,  the  foundation  of 
the  Govern'  better  established,  and  by  that  establishment  all  the  evils  that  have  lately  happened 
be  entirely  stopped  and  prevented  in  their  very  source  and  origin.  We  must  also  inform  your 
LordPP',  that  M'  Clinton  has  within  a  very  few  days  acquainted  us,  that  the  Govern'  of  New 
York,  having  made  provision  for  presents  for  the  Six  Natiot.s  of  Indians,  he  has  invited  them 
to  a  Treaty  at  Albany  in  June  next,  and  that  he  has  upon  this  occasion  desired  the  Gov"^  of 
all  His  Majesty's  provinces  in  America  to  meet  them  there,  in  order  to  distribute  the  presents 
of  the  several  Govern",  establish  an  Union  of  Councils;  prepare  a  State  of  Indian  Affairs  for 
His  Maj'^'  consideration,  &  concert  measures  for  the  future  management  of  them,  and  in  one 
word  to  effectually  unite  all  the  Indian  Nations  in  alliance  with  us  in  one  common  friendship 
and  attachment  to  the  British  Interest.  This  plan,  is  certainly,  a  very  wise  one,  and,  if  it  be 
successful,  will  greatly  contribute  to  strengthen  the  security  of  His  Maj'^'  American  Provinces, 
and  will  do  great  honour  to  the  Govern"  concerned  in  the  accomplishment  of  it. 

And  we  submit  it  to  your  LordPP*.  whether  it  would  not  be  a  means  of  preventing  the 
inconveniencies  we  have  before  stated,  and  of  securing  these  presents  from  New  York  being 
punctually  made  hereafter,  if  a  certain  sum  could  be  raised  by  the  General  Act  of  supply, 
proposed  as  above,  for  this  pupose,  and  the  expence  of  presents  to  the  Indians  be  put  upon  -x 
footing  with  the  other  annual  charges  of  Govern',  and  be  defrayed  like  those,  out,  of  the 
general  fund  annually  raised  for  the  current  Charges  of  the  province.  No  service  better 
deserves  such  a  lasting  provision ;  none  more  deserves  to  be  reckoned  among  the  necessary 
interests  of  the  Province,  and  such  an  attention  and  habitual  expence  would  certainly  succeed 
in  fixing  these  Nations. 

Your  LordPi"  will  observe,  that  by  the  last  letters  from  M'  Clinton,  dated  the  2^  December 
1750.  which  are  transmitted  with  this  State,  he  informs  us,  that  he  has  called  an  Assembly,  and 
that  they  have  voted  a  supply  for  the  charges  of  Govern' ;  but,  my  Lords,  they  have  passed 
these  Acts  of  supply  in  the  same  improper  manner,  and  with  th<?  same  usurpations  on  the 
Prerogative,  and  liable  to  every  objection,  which  induced  M'  Clinton  in  the  year  1748.  to 
dissolve  the  Assembly,  and  leave  the  Province  without  support  rather  than  in  time  of  peace, 
give  his  consent  and  sanction  to  such  destructive  encroachmentfl  upon  the  legal  and  just 
prerogative  o*  he  Crown  ;  so  that  the  State  of  the  province,  as  to  what  has  caused  the 
calamities  they  have  suffered  continues  the  same;  tho'  the  Assembly  have  agreed  to  make 
acme  provision  for  the  charges  of  Govern',  their  usurpations  on  the  prerogative  are  rather 
confirmed  than  regain.-d  by  this  last  meeting,  and  as  great  a  necessity  as  ever  remains  for  the 
Councils  o(  this  Kingdom  to  interpose  and  take  some  measures,  for  the  belter  settlement  of  this 
n^ost  valuable  and  divided  province. 
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We  have  now,  My  Lorda,  within  as  little  compass  and  with  as  much  clearness  as  we  could 
tir        77  ^°^'^:.\''""  '^'  -P-'-'  representation  of  the  present  state  of  New  Yo  k 

ffhev  7    h  "        "'/""'•  "•''  ^"'^  '^'"^"'=^  ''  y°"^  ^°^'^''"'  '-  *he  likeliest  measur  s 
If  they  can  be  attained    to  remove  the  many  evils  and   Misfortunes  under  which  this  verJ 
important  but  distracted  province  has  now  for  so  long  laboured;  in  doing  which  we  hope  wl 

"::  z:::r:^::z't:T''''  ^^""'^^  "^'  *"^^'"-  -'  ---^^  ^"^  ^---^^^ 

My  Lords, 

Your  LordPP*  most  obedient  and 

most  humble  servants. 
Dunk  Halifax 
J.  Grenville. 

Whitehall  f^'^^"^- 

April  2.  1751.  t  KAN :  Fane. 

Charles  Townshend. 


^  ■  ■  »  ■  ■  > 


Abstract  of  the  Bvulence  in  the  Boohs  of  the  Lords  of  Trade  relating  u>  New- York. 

.  [  New-rork  EnlriM,  B.  Jr.,  p.  174.  ] 

An  Abstract  of  the  evidence  in  the  Office  Books  of  the  Lords  Commiss"  for 
trade  and  Pianlations  relating  to  the  state  of  New  York. 

On  the  SO.-  of  September  1743.  M'  Clinton  arrived  in  New  York,  and  the  Assembly  bein^ 
BUtrng,  he  w,th  the  advice  of  the  Council,  and  as  usual  upon  a  publication  of  a  new  Con  Ls  on 
dissolved  the  Assembly  then  in  being,  and  immediately  called  a  New  one  ^°"^""««'on. 

In  October  following  having  received  a  letter  from  M'  Stone,  Secretary  to  the  Lords  Justices 
s>gn.fy,„g  the.r  commands,  that  he  should  use  the  most  effectual  means  L  put  the  Colo  y  i„  a 
go  d  state  of  defence,  ,n  case  of  a  Rupture  with  France,  he  after  consulting  the  Council  gav 
orders  for  augmenting  the  Garrison  at  Oswego  wi.h  a  Corporal  and  nine  Met,  and  w  te  to  , 
Commissioners  for  Indian  Affairs  to  contract  with  proper  persons  for  sup  lying  tl  „  w  h 
provisions  till  the  spring,  and  transporting  them  to  the  said  place.  He  likewiL  cL  ted  th  n 
o  emp  o  ,,,  ,  ,,^  ^^^.^^^  ^^.  ^,^^  ^,^^_^^^^_  ^^^^  of  what     ey 

n  .ght  be  doing.     He  also  gave  orders  for  putting  the  Militia  of  Albany  in  good  order     nd  Z 
he  commandmg  Officer  should  keep  watch  upon  the  Frontiers  and  in'case'of  any    c^  r  f  I  e 

O^IUTrrt"*^  ^"r"  """'"''  ""^  "'^  '""^'"'  """  '^'''-'>  '«  ^'-  Assistance  0    oVwe 
On  the  8'H  of  November  1743.  the  Ne  v  Assembly  met,  and  the  Gov'  in  hi.s  speech  m-rietn 

tZ^Zo  T^rrr;  r -"^^"f  ^  ^°  ^'-"  -  --*'>-  of  further  means  f^    p  t   n     t 
rov     into  a  State  of  defence;  and  acquainted  them,  that  he  had  intentions  of    enewfn.  ! 

M  Chnton,  that  they  should  have  a  due  regard  to  the  matters  reco.nmendcd  by  him 

143         f  m""     r'^  "  '""'""^  '"  ^'"  ^"'"'^'^  «''""^'' '  «•"»  °"  ^'-  1"  --l  17'^  of  Decern  e? 
1743.  the  follcwing  Acts  were  passed  :  i^ttemotr 
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"  An  Act,  for  the  further  continuance  of  an  Act,  entitled :  an  Act  for  and  towards  supporting 
"  the  Govern'  of  this  Colony,  by  granting  to  His  Maj"'  the  duties  therein  mentioned" 

"An  Act,  further  to  fortify  the  City  of  Albany  and  Town  of  Schenegtade,  and  for  raising  the 
«*  sum  of  ^450.  to  defray  the  expence  thereof. " 

"  An  Act,  for  payment  of  the  salaries,  services  and  contingencies  therein  mentioned  out  of 
"the  funds  appropriated  for  the  support  of  Govern'." 

Which  Acts,  W  Clinton,  in  his  letter  to  the  Board  of  Trade  dated  5  June  1744.  desires  them 
to  lay  ii>efore  his  Maj'^'  for  his  Royal  approbation. 

By  these  Acts  the  support  of  Govern'  was  limited  to  one  year,  and  the  particular  salaries 
affixed  to  each  Officer  by  name  and  not  to  the  Office,  whereby  not  only  the  disposal  of  public 
money  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Assembly,  but  also  the  nomination  of  Officers,  and  the 
assertaininglheir  salaries,  and  it  is  worthy  notice,  that  in  the  last  of  these  Acts,  there  is  over 
and  above  M'  Clinton's  salary  as  Governor  an  allowance  to  him  of  .£1000,  as  a  reward  for  his 
solicitation  in  behalf  of  the  province,  and  for  the  expence  and  loss  of  time  occasioned  thereby : 
M' Clinton  indeed  appears  to  have  been  very  soUicitous,  that  these  Acts  should  have  His  Maj'»'' 
confirmation  ;  but  as  in  his  subsequent  letter  to  the  Board,  he  has  been  very  full  in  hisremaiks 
and  complaints  of  the  Mischiefs  and  inconveniencies,  which  have  arisen  to  his  Govern'  from 
them,  it  may  be  necessary  in  this  place  to  state,  what  appears  to  have  been  the  usage  and 
custom    heretofore,   as   to  the   methods  of  granting   money  for   the   support  of  Govern'  in 

this  Province. 

M'  Clarke  in  a  speech  made  by  him  to  the  Assembly  of  New  York  on  the  passing  Money 
Bills  in  the  time  of  his  Administration,  asserts  that  soon  after  the  Revolution  a  Revenue  was 
granted  to  His  Maj"'  for  support  of  Govern'  for  a  Term  of  years,  conformable  to  the  method 
of  Parliament  in  England  ;  and  that  the  King's  prerogative  to  nominate  Officers  for  the 
manage-.ient  of  that  Revenue  was  never  disputed  ;  that  the  Assembly,  however,  grown  wanton 
with  prosperity,  not  long  after  demanded  the  Nomination  of  a  Treasurer,  yet  contented 
themselves  at  first  with  only  insisting  upon  it  for  the  management  of  Money  granted  on 
extraordinary  occasions. 

That  being  indulged  in  this,  they  were  afterwards  led  to  insist  upon  having  the  Revenue  for 
the  usual  support  cf  Govern',  likewise  put  into  bis  hands,  which  before  had  been  solely  managed 
by  His  Maj'''  Receiver  General. 

It  does  not  appear  lowever  from  any  of  the  Acts  for  the  support  of  Govern'  previous  to  the 
year  1787.,  that  the  Assembly  '  i^  upon  them  the  disposal  of  the  publick  money,  but  left  that 
power  in  the  hands  of  the  Gov'  and  Council,  conformable  to  the  directions  of  the  King's 
Commission  and  Instructions. 

During  the  Administration  of  the  Gov''  Hunter,  Burnet,  Montgomerie  and  Cosby  containing 
a  space  of  about  29.  years,  the  Acts  for  support  of  Govern'  were  made  to  continue  generally 
for  five  years,  and  there  was  one  general  appropriation  of  the  money  to  that  purpose,  without 
any  partial  application  of  it  to  the  payment  of  particular  salarys  or  services;  the  Treasurer 
and  members  of  the  Assembly  only  excepted.  But  at  the  commencement  of  M'  Clarke's 
administration  in  the  year  1737.  the  Assembly  limited  the  support  of  Govern'  to  one  year,  & 
by  a  partial  application  of  the  money  to  the  payment  of  particular  services,  and  salarys  to  the 
Officers  of  tJovern'  by  them  usurped,  not  only  the  disposal  of  it,  but  also  the  nomination  of 
those  Officers. 
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g11T2'  "Jh"^""'""  ^'^V"'"'"''''  '^y  ^'''«'  °^  ^''«^»^«'  '^i«  inexperience  in  affairs  of  civil 
Govern,  was  the  occasion  of  passing  over  such  an  encroachment  upon  the  Crowns  author  tv 
IS  submitted  to  judgement;  but  certainiUfl  fKo.  k-  •      •         "H""  me  v^rowns  authority, 

On  the  17".  of  April  1744.  the  New  Assembly  met  according  to  adjournment  •  M'  Clinton  in 
h.s  speech  strongly  recommended  the  consideration  of  what  m'ight  b    wanUng  t'o  com  lelt  t 
fortifications  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  those  of  the  County  of  Albany  addtrsTenlo 

^t^hTerll^"^^"::"'.'"^''"^  P^"^'^"'"  '^'  ''^  «'^^''--'  Men  h^had  orde    dt 

Iff  i  s   to   [ransror       •.   '  ^"'^™"^  '''''''''  '''  ^"^'  '^  ^'^^  '^^  Commi:^rr  India 
Aftairs   to   transport  warlike   stores  of  Cannon  and  Powder  to   the   sevenl    Foru   in     K 

on  the  6-  of  May  they  voted  several  sums  of  money  for  building  a  house  for  te  residence  of 
IX  ;ah;Xr::"^  '  ^"™^""^"«  ''-  '-'''^-^  -'  -^-  --^«  necessafyrthl 

Upon  notice  of  the  War  being  declared,  M'  Clinton  sent  them  a  Message  on  the  17'^  of  Mav 
repeating  the  former  recommendation  of  providing  for  the   security  of  the   Province    ani 

llTl       H  r      '  '\  ''''^""^'  ^'^'•J^'^"''  ^°^P°-'  «"'^  t-  P-ate  Men  to  Oswego       e 
also  exhorted  them  to  make  some  provision  for  securing  the  fidelity  of  the  Five  NTons    rom 

rNlTr:.  "''""  "'"  '"  '™^  "'  "^^'  ""'  *°  '^-P'-^  ^^«  Fortification^ :'  the  cT; 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  Message,  the  Assembly  ca.ne  to  a  resolution  to  make  provision  for 
any  additional  strength  the  Gov'  should  send  to  Oswego,  but  to  defer  the  consideration  of  1 
other  matters  recommended  by  the  said  Message,  till  ttir  next  meet  ng  n  t  "  e  o    t  o 

vluervice:  reTad  'IT''   '  IT'  T'''^''"'  '''  "^^^''^  °''  "^^^'"^  P-visiont 
several  services  he  had  recommended  to  them:  to  which  Message,  they  returned  no  answer 

aslnT::     7?:    '°  ''"•''^'  """^''^^  •"  •'"■^  ^«"°^'"«'  ^^  Clinton\angrs    giver    ; 
TtrerrUy^nhX;!""'^  ^°""^'^^^'"«  the  Fortifications,  and  other  irks  n^ecessar^ 

By  this  Act,  Commiss"  are  appointed  for  the  services  therein  mentioned,  to  whom  the  money 
to  be  raised  is  directed  to  be  paid  without  Warr-  from  the  Gov'  and  Council,  and  the  severa"^ 
sums  and  services  are  also  specified  in  the  Act. 

M;  Clinton,  however,  sent  up  Cannon  and  Amunition  to  Oswego,  and  a  reinforcement  of 
Sold  es.  and  a  Detachment  to  Saraktoga.  He  likewise  sent  an  Interpreter  to  Osweg  and 
8.x  Indians  to  serve  as  Scouts,  directed  two  Indians  of  each  of  the  Six  Nations  to  let'akn 

r  '7  :  ::    ::'  "'^"•^^^  '^^  "^  ''^*''^'"^'  ^^^  ^'^-"•-^  ^^^  '»  ^'-  command  ngoLr  fir 
presents  to  the  Indians  and  other  incidents.  * 
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Soon  nfter  this  M'  Clinton  went  up  to  Albany  to  an  Interview  with  the  Five  nations,  and  on 
his  way  thither,  received  the  declaration  of  War  against  France,  which  he  published  at  the 
head  of  the  Militia  in  Albany,  where  he  also  renewed  a  Treaty  of  peace  and  alliance  with 
the  Five  Nations. 

At  this  Interview  he  was  met  by  Commiss"  from  the  Massachusets  Bay  and  Connecticut, 
who  came  to  treat  with  the  Indians;  The  Commiss"  for  the  Massachusets  had  also  a 
Commission  to  treat  with  M'  Clinton  in  conjunction  with  the  Colonies  of  New  Hampshire, 
Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island  about  measures  for  sending  proper  nuuber  of  Forces  into 
Canada  to  distress  the  French  in  their  settlements. 

Upon  his  return  from  Albany,  he  called  together  the  Assembly,  and  recommended  it  to  them  to 
provide  for  the  safety  of  the  province,  for  the  services  he  had  before  urged,  and  for  others  which 
he  had  done  upon  their  credit  for  the  charges  of  Commiss"  to  be  appointed  to  treat  with  the 
Neighbouring  Govern"  upon  the  aforementioned  proposals,  and  for  repairing  and  compleating 
the  Fortifications  of  the  City  of  New  York.  He  likewise  proposed  the  building  strong  Forts 
near  Crown  Point  and  at  Tierundequet,  and  maintaining  strong  Garrisons  in  them ;  that  a 
Battery  should  be  erected  on  Nassau  Island.  He  acquainted  them,  that  he  had  ordered  the 
Commiss"  for  Indian  Affairs  to  agree  with  an  Officer  and  ten  Men  to  serve  as  out-Scouts 
towards  Crown  Point,  and  that  the  said  Commiss"  had  given  it  as  their  opinion,  that  39  Men 
and  two  Officers  with  ten  Indians,  would  best  be  employed  in  that  service  in  the  County  of 
Albany,  for  which  he  desired  them  to  make  provision. 

On  the  Si"*  of  August  the  Assembly  came  to  several  Resolutions  of  Allowances  for  repairing 
the  Fortifications  of  New  York,  and  erecting  the  Batteries,  recommended  by  the  Gov',  but  upon 
a  motion  made,  that  the  South  East  Bastion  of  Fort  George  should  be  repaired,  it  passed  in 
the  negative.  They  at  the  same  time  voted  ^2S.  6*  S-*  for  the  out-scouts  the  Gov'  had 
appointed  ^300  for  out-scouts  for  one  year,  and  other  allowances  for  services  performed  at 
Oswego  &  Saraktoga.  They  likewise  addressed  the  Governor  to  order  60  of  the  Albany 
Militia  to  go  up  to  Oswego  with  a  supply  of  provisions  &  amunition,  and  to  order  such  furthtr 
force  hither,  in  case  it  should  be  attacked,  as  he  sliould  think  proper,  and  they  would  make 

provision  for  the  same 

An  act  was  also  passed  for  supporting  the  Garrison  and  Trading  house  at  Oswego. 

On  the  IS""  of  Sept'  1744.  the  Gov'  sent  a  message  recommending  it  to  them,  to  enable  him  to 
appoint  Commissioners  to  treat  with  those  of  the  Neighbouring  Colonies,  touching  the  conduct 
of  the  War;  whereupon  they  came  to  a  resolution,  that  it  would  be  imprudent  in  them  to 
engage  in  any  Scheme  before  a  plan  of  it,  was  imparted  to  them. 

On  the  21"  of  Sept'  the  Gov'  gave  his  assent  to  the  following  Acts:  viz': 

"  An  Act  for  regulating  the  Militia" 

"  An  Act  for  raising  ^3200  for  putting  the  Province  in  a  posture  of  defence  " 

'•  An  Act  for  raising   £300.  for  finishing  and  compleating  the   Fortifications  in  the  City 

"of  Albany" 

"  An  Act,  further  to  continue  an  Act  for  and  towards  supporting  the  Govern',  by  granting  to 
"  His  Maj'J'  the  duties  therein  mentioned,  from  1"  December  1740  tg  1"  Dec'  1741." 

«♦  An  Act  for  paying  out  of  the  funds  appropriated  for  the  support  of  Govern'  the  Salaries 
"and  services  therein  mentioned." 

In  this  last  mentioned  Act  the  Assembly  made  provision  for  presents  for  the  Indiana,  as  well 
as  for  an  interpreter  and  Missionary  to  be  sent  amongst  them,  following  the  same  rule  in  the 
appropriation  of  the  money  as  in  the  Acts  for  the  same  purposses  passed  the  preceeding  year. 
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By  the  Act  for  raimng  ^3200,  Commiss"  are  also  appointed  for  the  services  provided  for 

M'  Clinton  in  his  letter  to  the  Board,  dated  the  D-  of  October  1744.  represents,  that  the 
Assembly  were  very  backward  in  their  deliberations,  and  that  it  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty 
he  brought  them  to  any  tolerable  resolution  for  the  public  service.  That  the  Council,  however, 
had  w.th  great  zeal  concurred  with  him  in  every  measure  for  the  good  of  the  province,  and  to 
bring  the  Assembly  to  a  better  temper. 

On  the  12-  of  March  1744.  Mr  Clinton  recommended  it  to  the  Assen  make  provision 

for  ass,st.ng  m  the  expedition  to  Louisbourg.  for  fitting  out  a  sloop  of  -.. .  ,  for  the  defen  e  of 
the  Colony,  for  bu.ldmg  two  Forts  upon  the  Frontiers,  for  frequen  interview  with  the  InTns 
forse„d,„g5  of  the  Militia  to  Oswego,  and  victualing  a  detachment  of  the  K^g's  T  p  ' 
and  n^ak.ng  Reparafons  of  that  Fort,  for  contingencies  and  extraordinary  services  of  Governs 
or  enabling  Inmo  appoint  Commiss"  to  treat  with  the  neighbouring  Govern-,  about  the  conduc; 
t.S^^:::^^:'^^:^''''''  "^  —ity  of  appointing  an  Agent,  fbr  transacting 

Bill  had  been  preferred  to  the  House  of  Commons  in  Great  Brittain,  to  prevent  the  issuing  of 

gietiy  affect  that  Colony  ,„  particular,  and   that  as  to  the  last  clauses,  they  were  foreign 
to  the  l.tle  and  scope  of  the  Bill,  contrary  to  the  Constitution  of  Great  Brittain,  and  would  in 

»ect  subject  all  the  British  Colonies  in  America  to  the  absolute  Will  of  the  Crown,  and  of 
those  Acting  under  its  authority. 
On  the  15.-  of  March  the  Assembly  took   this  Bill  into  consideration,  together  with  the 

epor  of  a  Committee,  to  whose  consideration  it  had  been  referred,  wherein  it  is  observed. 
that  his  Bill  would  Establish  such  an  absolute  power  of  the  Crown  in  the  Plantations,  as 
would  be  inconsistent  with  the  Liberties  and  Priviledges  inherent  in  an  Englishman,  while  he 
IS  111  a  British  Dominion. 

On  the  27-of- March  1745.  the  Assembly  came  to  a  Resolution  to  discharge  half  the  Garriron 
ol  the  Fort  at  Oswego,  which  induced  the  Governor  to  send  a  Message  to  them  on  the  SD'" 
representing  the  mischief's  likely  to  attend  such  a  reduction,  and  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  His' 

,    J  '   ^•^7"  •  ^''''''  '"  ^''«  P^«««»t  dangerous  situation  of  affairs,  the  Garrison  ought  not  to 
be  diminished.  ° 

The  Gov' at  the  same  time  laid  before  the  Council  several  letters,  which  he  had  received 
from  the  trontiers,  representing  the  apprehensions  they  were  under  of  an  attack  from  the 
trench,  and  the  necessity  of  an  additional  Force  for  their  security. 

On  the  4-  of  April  1745.  a  motion  was  made  for  fitting  out  a  Colony  Guard  vessel,  which 
was  carried  in  the  negative. 

On  the  9"-  of  April  the  Assembly  took  the  Gov"  speech  of  the  lo'"  of  March  into 
consideration  and  voted  ^3000  for  the  Louisbourg  expedition,  but  a  motion  being  made,  to 
enable  the  Gov'  to  appoint  Commiss"  to  treat  with  those  of  the  neighbouring  Gcvern'. 
coiUhrn^  'he ';«"<J;-'  »'•  tl>e  war,  it  was  curried  in  the  negative.  They  voted  however  the 
cont^muance  of  the  Garrison  at  Oswego,  and  made  provision  for  repairing  the  other  Forts  upon 
the  I-rontiers.  for  making  presents  to  the  Indians  and  :£10U.  for  contingencies  of  Govern'. 

0.1  the  17'"  of  April  1745.  the  Gov'  acquainted  the  Assembly  by  Message,  that  a  French 
Heet  of  considerable  Force,  was  arrived  in  the  West  Indies,  and  represented  to  them  the 
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necessity  of  erecting  Fortifications,  he  likewise  laid  before  them,  the  examination  of  John 
Lydius,  relating  to  the  designs  of  the  French,  and  the  danger  of  a  defection  of  the  Six  Nations, 
and  on  the  11"*  of  May  the  Assembly  came  to  several  Resolutions  for  fortifying  the  Province. 

On  the  14"'  of  May  1745.  the  Gov'  acquainted  the  Council,  that  he  had  by  their  advice  sent 
a  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Frontiers,  setting  Forth  their  apprehensions  of  a  defection 
of  the  Indians  to  the  Assembly,  who  had  taken  no  notice  of  it,  but  only  sent  him  an  answer  by 
their  Clerk;  that  they  had  slighted  many  things  he  had  recommended  to  them  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Colony,  nad  ordered  the  building  of  Batteries,  appointed  Commiss",  disposed  of  the 
Colony  Powder,  and  other  things,  without  so  much  as  consulting  him  ;  that  they  had  slighted 
his  Maj'''"'  orders,  &  made  many  misrepresentations  in  their  votes,  for  which  reasons  he  thought 
it  proper  to  dissolve  them,  which  he  did  accordingly  with  the  advice  of  Council  on  the  same 
day ;  and  at  the  same  time  he  warmly  reproved  them  for  their  neglect  of  the  several  points,  he 
had  so  often  and  so  earnestly  recommended  to  their  consideration.  But  took  notice,  that  they  had 
adventured  to  take  upon  them,  the  assignment  of  places,  for  erecting  Batteries,  to  direct  the 
number  of  guns  to  be  placed  upon  them,  and  to  order  the  issuing  out  the  publick  gunpowder, 
&  without  consulting  him  in  either  respect,  which  was  in  effect  assuming  the  Administration  of 
Govern'  and  wresting  the  King's  authority  out  of  the  hands  of  his  Gov',  and  that  thro'  an 
invincible  untowardness  and  a.  inordinate  thirst  of  power,  they  were  become  a  dead  weight 
against  the  other  branches  of  the  Legislature. 

There  were  four  Acts  passed  in  this  session,  which  the  Gov'  has  neglected  to  transmit,  but 
if  a  judgment  may  be  formed  from  the  titles  of  them,  they  relate  only  to  the  private  oeconomy 
of  the  Province. 

Upon  the  meeting  of  the  new  Assembly,  on  the  25""  of  June  1745.  The  Gov',  in  his  speech 
recommended  Batteries  at  New  York,  the  building  two  Forts  in  the  Indian  Country, 
maintaining  out  scouts,  and  taking  necessary  measures  to  preserve  the  Indians  in  their 
dependance  on  the  British  Interest,  as  also  the  sending  a  reinforcement  to  the  Garrison  at 
Louisbourg;  at  the  same  time,  he  laid  before  the  house  a  letter  from  the  Duke  of  Newcastle, 
and  one  from  M'  Shirley,  pressing  that  such  assistance  might  be  sent  from  New  York. 

The  Assembly  in  their  Address  in  Answer  to  this  speech,  acquainted  the  Gov',  that  they 
should  with  the  greatest  attention  and  dispatch  apply  themselves  to  the  consideration  of 
the  several  particulars  recommended  to  them,  and  that  nothing  should  be  wanting  on  this 
part  to  cultivate  f  nd  improve  that  good  understanding,  which  ought  to  subsist,  between  the 
different  branches  of  the  Legislature,  and  accordingly  in  a  few  days  after  they  came  to  several 
resolutions;  viz' 

To  allow  ^£5000  for  the  Louisbourg  expedition,  to  make  provision  for  the  continuance  of 
a  Garrison  at  Oswego,  for  repairs  of  the  Forts  upon  the  Frontiers,  for  compleating  the 
Fortifications  at  New  York,  and  for  allowing  ^100  for  contingencies  of  Govern';  but  agreed  to 
referr  the  consideration  of  the  Forts,  Out  scouts,  and  what  related  to  the  Indians,  to  their 
next  meeting. 

On  the  6""  of  July  1745.  the  Assembly  were  adjourned  to  the  August  following,  and  the  Gov' 
gave  his  assent  to  the  following  Acts: 

"An  Act  for  the  paying  of  .£5000  towards  carrying  on  the  expedition  against  Cape  Breton." 

"An  Act  for  erecting  and  repairing  Fortifications  within  this  Colony,  for  defraying  the  charge 
"  of  several  services,  for  the  defence  and  security  of  the  same,  and  other  purposes  therein 
"  mentioned" — 
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"An  Act  for  paying  ^1511.  for  the  service  of  the  Colony" 

By  the  second  of  these  Acts  it  is  directed,  what  sums  shall  be  paid,  and  to  whom,  and  that 
the  receipts  of  the  several  persons  shall  be  a  discharge  to  the  Treasurer;  whereby  the  disposal 
of  pubhck  money  is  vested  in  the  Assembly,  contrary  to  His  Maj'^'-  Commission  &  Instructions- 
and  t.8  likewise  directed  by  this  Act,  what  quantities  of  gunpowder  shall  be  issued  out  of  the 
puWick  stores,  and  for  what  services.     The  last  of  these  Acts  is  liable  to  the  same  objections. 

A         u  '   u".'"  •'""  '^  "^^  ^'''''■^'  ^"'^'^  ^^'  25'^  "f  J"'y  1745.  represents,  that  the 

Assembly  had  come  to  no  determination  as  to  their  quota  of  Assistance  for  Louisbourg 
expedition;  that  the  French  had  lately  caused  a  great  commotion  among  the  Indians,  by 
endeavouring  to  make  them  believe,  that  the  English  had  a  design  to  cut  them  off;  that  two  of 
the  principal  Nations  were  formed  into  a  body  to  destroy  our  settlements,  and  that  we  should 
have  lost  our  Indians,  had  not  the  Commiss"  for  Indian  affairs  been  very  diligent  to  quell  that 
Report;  that  the  trench  had  increased  their  settlements,  by  which  means  and  by  having  2  or 
3  vessels  on  the  Lake  Cadaraque,  they  had  almost  engrossed  the  Indian  Trade.  And.  that  bv 
erecting  Forts  and  trading  houses  all  along  the  Lake  in  the  Senekes  Country  (contrary  to  the 
faith  of  rreat.es)  they  daily  gained  too  great  an  influence  over  the  Indians  dependant  on 
the  English.  To  prevent  these  encroachments,  he  proposes  to  Fortify  a  harbour  on  the  Lake 
Cadaraque.  to  build  a  few  Vessels  of  superior  strength,  to  settle  regular  Troops  in  that  Country, 
and  to  have  an  Engineer  appointed  for  building  and  repairing  such  Forts  as  might  be  necessary 
He  ikewise  acquaints  the  Board,  that  the  French  intended  an  expedition  against  the  English 
settlements  and  sends  an  account  of  the  number  of  regular  Troops  and  Militia  posted  at  their 
several  settlements  in  Canada. 

In  another  letter  of  the  same  date  he  acquaints  the  Board  with  what  the  Assembly  had  done 
for  the  Expedition  against  Louisbourg ;  but  that  they  had  neglected  to  make  provision  for  an 
annual  interview  with  the  Indians,  which  was  the  more  necessary,  as  they  begun  to  be  wavering 
in  their  attachments,  and  as  the  French  Indians  had  commenced  hostilities  upon  the  Frontiers- 
he  also  urged  the  necessity  of  having  an  Engineer  sent  from  Great  Brittain  for  the  repair  of  the' 
l<ortihcations,  which  was  communicated  by  this  Board  to  His  Maj'^'  Secretary  of  State 

On  the  29'^  of  July  1746.  M'  Catherwood  was  sworn  in  at  the  Council  Board,  Secretary  of 
the  Colony  of  New  York,  by  virtue  of  a  Commission  from  M'  Clinton,  to  act  in  that  character 
in  the  absence  of  the  Secretary  appointed  by  his  Majesty  or  his  Lawful  deputy.  At  the  aanie 
time  M'  Clinton  communicated  to  the  Council  several  letters,  which  he  had  received  from  the 
Commiss"  for  Indian  Affairs  relating  to  the  danger  there  was  of  the  Mohawks  going  over  to 
the  F  rench  ;  upon  considering  the  whole  matter  the  Council  were  of  opinion,  that  the  Gov' 
should  have  an  Interview  with  the  Indians  that  Fall. 

OntheG'"  of  August  1745.  the  Assembly  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  M'  Clinton 
acquainted  them  by  Message  with  the  Hostilities  committed  by  the  French  Indians,  and 
represented  to  them  the  necessity  of  continuing  out  Scouts  upon  the  Frontiers,  the  Funds  for 
which  service  were  now  exhausted.  He  also  laid  before  them  the  Intelligence  which  he  had 
received  from  the  Frontiers,  and  urged  the  necessity  of  their  enabling  him  to  hold  an  Interview 
with  the  SKx  Nations,  and  on  the  21"  of  August  1746.  the  Assembly  came  to  a  resolution  to 
allow  ^000,  for  enacting'  the  Gov'  to  treat  with  the  said  Indians. 

On  the  23--  the  Gov'  sent  a  Message  to  the  house  recommending  to  them  to  pass  a  Law  for 
prohibiting  any  Trade  or  Intercourse  with  the  French  Indians  in  time  of  War,  and  also  a  Law, 

'  Sie.  eimbling.—  Et>, 
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for  imposing  a  powder  duty  upon  vessels  agreable  to  the  77'"  Article  of  his  .'nstruc'"  But  on 
the  25'"  the  Assembly  desired  to  be  adjourned  to  October,  which  the  Gov'  accordingly 
complied  with 

On  the  3'-^  of  Sept'  M'  Clinton  communication  to  the  Council,  a  declaration  of  War  issued  by 
the  Govern*  of  the  Massachusets  Bay  against  the  French  Indians,  as  also  a  letter  from  Coll : 
Stoddert,  relating  to  the  conduct  of  those  Indians,  and  their  practice  of  Trading  with  the 
people  of  Albany  in  time  of  War.  The  Council  upon  consideration  of  these  papers  were  of 
opinion  that  from  the  Interview  which  had  been  held  between  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians  and 
the  Gov'  of  Canada,  there  was  great  reason  to  apprehend,  that  they  were  prevailed  upon  to 
join  in  a  War  against  the  English  ;  that  it  was  adviseable  that  all  His  Maj'^'»  subjects  in  the 
province  of  New  York  should  be  prohibited  to  Trade  with  the  French  Indians,  and  that  the 
Six  Nations  should  be  sollicited  to  remain  Steady  in  the  British  Interest. 

In  the  b(!ginning  of  October  1745.  M'  Clinton  went  up  to  Albany  to  hold  an  interview  with 
the  Six  Nations,  when,  jointly  with  Commiss"  from  the  Govern"  of  the  Massachusets  Bay, 
Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania,  he  entered  into  conference  with  them,  which  ended  in  a  Treaty, 
whereby  the  said  Indians,  declaxed,  that,  in  case  the  French  Indians  did  not  make  satisfaction 
for  the  hostilities  committed  on  the  Frontiers,  they  would  upon  orders  from  the  Govern'  of 
New  York  readily  join  in  the  War :  they  likewise  declared,  that  they  were  well  satisfied, 
that  the  rumour  spread  amongst  them  of  a  design  of  the  English  to  destroy  them,  was 
without  foundation. 

On  M'  Clinton's  return  from  Albany,  he  communicated  this  Treaty  to  the  Council  and 
Assembly,  which  met  on  the  25""  of  October  according  to  adjournment. 

In  his  Message  to  the  Assembly  upon  this  occasion,  he  represented  to  them,  as  a  matter 
extreamly  worthy  of  their  most  serious  attention,  the  naked  nni  exposed  condition  of  the 
Frontiers,  and  acquainted  them,  that,  as  since  the  Treaty  with  the  Six  Nations,  the  French 
Indians  had  committed  further  hostilities,  he  thought  it  necessary  to  acquaint  them  therewith, 
as  now  the  necessity  of  erecting  Forts  upon  the  Frontiers  was  the  more  pressing. 

On  the  14"'  and  IS""  of  November  the  Assembly  came  to  several  resolutions  to  make  provision 
for  the  publick  service,  and  among  the  rest,  they  made  provision  for  continuing  the  Garrison  at 
Oswego,  and  for  out  scouts,  but  resolved  to  defer  the  consideration  of  building  a  Fort  at  the 
carrying  place,  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  House. 

On  the  20""  Nov'  1745  M'  Clinton  sent  a  Message  to  the  Assembly,  to  acquaint  them  that  the 
Enemy  had  cut  offSaraghtoga  settlement  upon  the  Northern  Frontier,  reproving  them  for  their 
neglect  of  making  provision  for  building  Forts  upon  the  Frontiers  so  often  recommended  to 
them,  and  representing  to  them,  that  as  it  was  necessary  to  March  Detachments  of  the  Militia 
to  that  part  of  the  Province  which  was  most  exposed,  it  was  incumbent  upon  them  to  make 
ample  provision  for  their  subsistence  and  for  erecting  a  Fort  at  the  carrying  place,  as  also  for 
supplying  the  Indians  in  our  Interest  with  Arms  and  Ammunition,  and  making  good  the 
deficiencies  in  the  funds  for  supply  of  Govern'. 

In  consequence  of  this  Message  the  Assembly  immediately  voted  je400,  for  building  a  Fort 
at  the  carrying  place  and  supporting  a  garrison  therein ;  they  also  made  provision  for  a 
Detachment  of  the  Militia  and  allowed  ^100  for  contingencies. 

On  the  25"'  of  November  1745.  the  Gov'  laid  before  the  Assembly  several  papers,  which  he 
had  received,  relating  to  the  Damages  done  by  the  Enemy  at  Saraghtoga  and  to  their  further 
proceedings.     Whereupon  the  Assembly  [came]  to  several  Resolutions,  viz'     To  allow  rewards 
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for  Scalps  to  allow  an  additional  sum  of  ^200  for  Scouts,  and  ^30  for  erecting  a  Blockhouse  at 
Schenectade;  that  ,f  the  Gov'  found  it  necessary  to  send  a  detachment  of  the  King's  Troops, 
to  AuZy  "''*'''  ^'"''"°"  ''"'■  '^'''   t'-«"«Por'"tion   and   provision   until   they  came 

On  the  27«"  of  Nov',  two  persons  deposed  before  the  Council,  that  the  Enemy  had  taken 
another  sett^ment  and  cut  off  about  160  or  200  of  the  Militia.^  Whereupon  the  Council 
advised  the  Gov'  to  send  for  all  the  warriours  of  the  Six  Nations  to  come  to  Albany,  and  to 
acquaint  them  that  they  should  be  supplyed  with  provisions,  powder  and  Bal!  upon  their 
going  to  war,  besides  a  Reward  for  scalps  &  prisoners. 

On  the  2S'H  of  Nov'  1745.  the  Speaker  of  the  Assembly  acquainted  the  House,  that  the  Gov' 
had  given  orders  for  the  King's  Troops  to  march  to  Albany,  and  recommended  to  the  House  to 
make  provision  for  their  transportation  and  subsistance  during  their  passage,  and  also  for 
lodgings  for  the  Officers  during  their  stay  there,  to  which  the  house  agreed,  and  came  to  a 
resolution  to  make  such  provisions  accordingly. 

The  House  then  came  to  the  following  Resolution  viz' 

That  this  house  will  at  all  times  chearfuUy  concurr  in  every  reasonable  measure  for  our  own 
defence,  for  the  Assistance  of  our  Neighbours,  and  to  any  well  concerted  plan,  consistent  with 
the  circumstances  of  the  Colony,  for  distressing  and  attacking  the  Enemy,  and  that  this  is.  and 
ever  has  been  the  firm  p'    ,>ose  and  unanimous  Resolution  of  this  House. 

M'  Clinton  in  a  letter  to  the  Board  dated  the  IS'-  of  January  following,  represents,  that  thp 
view  of  the  Assembly  in  coming  to  this  resolution  was,  to  remove  the  complaints  and  odium 
their  own  people  threw  upon  them  for  their  neglect  in  raising  supplies  for  the  safety  of 
the  Province.  •' 

The  Gov  gave  his  assent  to  the  following  Acts,  among  others,  and  pnfan  end  to  the  Session 
by  adjourning  the  House  to  the  17""  of  December. 

"  An  Act  for  continuing  the  support  of  Govern'  for  one  year." 

"  An  Act  for  payment  of  salarys  ettc  " — 

"  An  Act  to  farm  the  excise  on  retailed  strong  liquors  " 

M'  Clinton  in  his  letter  of  the  30-  of  November  1745.  acquainted  the  Board  with  his 
transactions  at  the  last  Interview  with  the  Indians;  that  the  Assembly  had  not  given  attention 
to  what  he  had  recommended  to  them,  concerning  the  Building  of  Forts  upon  the  Frontiers  • 
that  while  they  are  at  the  charge  of  maintaining  a  Gov',  it  will  never  be  otherwise.  That  as 
they  are  jealous  of  the  power  of  the  Crown,  and  are  Levellers  by  principle,  nothing  but  an 
Independent  Gov-  could  bring  them  to  a  just  sence  of  their  duty;  that  he  was  apprehensive 
that  the  money  they  had  voted  for  the  Louisbourg  expedition  would  never  be  paid;  that 
ne  was  endeavouring  to  engage  the  province  in  a  scheme  for  the  reduction  of  Crown  Prmt. 
and  had  sent  up  Cannon  to  Albany  for  that  purpose;  that  the  sum  voted  by  the  Assembly  for 
building  a  Fort  at  the  carrying  place  was  very  inconsiderable;  that  he  had  detached  two  of  the 
King's  Companies  &  a  body  of  Militia  to  Albany,  and  had  given  orders  to  the  Six  Nations  to 
take  up  the  Hatchet,  but  that  unless  tha  Assembly  would  come  into  ways  and  means  of  joining 
with  the  other  Colonies  to  attack  the  Enemy,  he  could  not  answer  for  the  security  of  the  Province! 

nn"n??'T*"  !1L  ''"'u  "n  ^"'"^"''y  ''»*'"8  '«■"  f"'  '^°  ?«"<">»  l»t«ly  cmo  to  this  city  from  the  Fish  Kill,  about 
90  m,lc  from  Albany,  they  Report  That  the  Enemy  Imd  taken  a  Settlement  called  Woodstock,  and  cnt  off  150  or  200  of  the 
Militia  that  went  to  atUok  them.  A'nsYork  Council  Minulen,  XXI.,  66.  —Ed. 
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It  should  be  observed,  that  the  Acta  mentioned  to  have  been  passed  in  this  session,  were 
passed  in  the  same  irregular  manner  as  those  of  the  like  nature  were  in  the  last,  and  in 
particular  by  the  act  for  payment  of  salaries,  the  several  sums  are  made  payable  to  the  Officers 
by  name,  and  in  very  few  instances  to  the  Off  sers  for  the  time  bein^;. 

On  the  4""  of  December  1745.  the  Gov'  communicated  to  the  Council  two  letters  from  Coll : 
Schuyler,  desiring  300  of  the  Militia  might  be  sent  up  to  Albany  and  Schenectady,  & 
recommending  the  building  a  Fort  at  Saraghtoga,  whereupon  the  Council  were  of  opinion,  that, 
as  the  Gov'  had  sent  ko  two  Independent  companies  to  Albany,  it  was  not  necessary  to  send 
up  a  Detachment  cf  the  Militia ;  but  that  a  Fori  ought  to  be  immediately  built  at  Saraghtoga, 
and  a  Stone  Fort  at  the  Carrying  Place  early  in  the  spring.  The  Gov'  likewise  acquainted  t'..e 
Council,  that  the  Militia  of  New  York,  had  refused  to  do  duty  as  Centinellb  at  his  House,  for 
which   offence  the  Council  were  of  opinion   they  ought  to   be   fined,  confc -niably   to   the 

Mi'itia  Act. 

On  the  W^  of  December  the  Gov'  laid  before  the  Council  several  other  letters,  which  he  had 
»v;ceived  from  the  Frontiers,  relating  to  the  defenceless  state  thereof,  and  to  the  designs  of  the 
Enemy ;  which  were  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  Committee  consisting  of  the  following 
persons:  M'  Kennedy,  M' Courtland,  M'  Horsmanden,  M' Chief  Justice  De  Lancey  and  M' 
Murray,  who  reported,  that  as  to  the  information  cf  the  designs  of  the  Frencli,  notice  thereof 
be  sent  to  the  neighbouring  Govern"  representing  to  them  the  bad  consequences  of  the  Enemy's 
carrying  such  a  design  into  execution,  exhorting  them  to  have  their  forces  in  readiness  to  assist 
their  neighbours.  2""^  thai  as  to  the  representation  of  the  Commisa"  for  Indian  Affairs  of  what 
was  necessary  for  the  Frontiers,  and  their  desire  that  son:e  of  the  Militia  might  be  sent  to 
Albany,  they  were  of  opinion,  that  as  a  Detachment  of  the  King's  Tuops  was  already  there, 
and  the  Innabitants  upon  the  out  settlements,  had  retired  to  that  pkce,  it  was  unnecessary  to 
send  any  of  ll;e  Militia,  till  further  advice,  and  in  case  it  should  be  necessary  to  send  any  thither 
hereafter,  they  advised  his  Excellency  to  recommend  it  to  the  Assembly  to  make  provision  for 
their  pay  and  subsistance;  lastly  that  Major  Swatwout  should  be  commended  for  his  diligence, 
and  admonished  to  have  the  Militia  in  readiness  at  all  events  and  to  give  the  Gov'  early  advice 
of  the  designs  of  the  Enemy. 

On  the  l?"-  of  December  the  Assembly  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  on  the  ao""  the 
Gov'  sent  them  a  Message,  acquainting  them,  that  ne  had  sen*  Uis  Majesty's  Troops  to  Albany 
for  the  defence  of  thiU  City;  tliat  he  had  since  received  letters  from  the  Coft:  of  the  Militia 
Regiment  ol  that  Country'  and  the  Coiiimiss"  of  Indian  Affairs  (which  were  by  his  order  laid 
before  the  Louse)  advising  him  to  rebuild  the  Fort  at  Saraghtoga  immediately,  and  that  he  had 
by  the  consent  of  his  Council  send  up  directi'^ns  to  have  it  rebuilt  accordingly,  not  doubting 
but  they  would  make  provision  for  that  eXf)ence,  as  well  as  for  the  pay  of  such  additional 
Troops,  a'  he  should  be  advised  to  send  up  lor  the  protection  of  the  Frontiers,  as  also  for  giving 
proper  encouragement   to  those,  who  should  take  pains  to  engage  tlie    Indians  heartily  in 

the  War. 

In  tills  Message  he  also  reminds  them  of  tlie  nceesa'ly  of  concerting  measures  jomtly  with 
the  neighbouring  Govern"  concerning  the  prosecution  of  the  War;  He  proposed  such 
amendments,  as  he  thought  necessary  in  the  Militia  Act.  r.nci  concli..led  with  exporting  them 
tr,  make  use  of  all  the  menns  in  their  power  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  Govt^rn',  and  to 
provide  for  every  thing  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  Province. 

'  .lit.  Qii  I  0')iint J.  —  i.i>. 
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On  tl.e  24<"  December  1745.  the  house  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  upon  this  Message 
and  came  to  a  resolution  to  allow  ^-ISO.  Cor  rebuilding  the  Fort  at  Saraghtoga,  and  to  take  the 
Message  ,nto  further  consideration  on  Wednesda,  the  S'-  of  January,  to  which  day  the  Assembly 
vvas  then  adjourned.     But  M'  Clinton  has  not  transmitted  the  proceedings  of  the  Assembly  in 

In  his  letter  of  the  IS-  of  January  however,  he  says,  that  the  Assembly  had  paid  no  regard 
to  what  he  had  recommended  to  them,  for  the  security  of  the  Province 

On  the  15'- of  January  1745.  the  Gov'  communicated  to  the  Council  several  letters  and 
papers  received  from  the  Frontiers  representing  the  necessity  of  Building  Blockhouses,  of  a 
prohibition  against  selling  Rum  to  the  Indians  and  the  difficulty  of  getting  the  Militia  up  to 
banightoga ;  which  papers  were  referred  to  a  committee  of  Council. 

On  the  l?'"  Coll :  Dekey  presented  to  the  Council  a  Be'c  of  Wampum,  which  he  had  brought 
from  the  Cashigtoa  Indians'  to  be  presented  to  the  Gov'  as  a  token  of  Friendship,  and  the 
Council  recommended  to  the  Gov' to  send  the  said  Indians  a  iielt  of  Wampum  with  assurances 
of  protection. 

On  the  31"  January  1745.  M'  Clinton  laid  before  the  Council  several  other  letters  &  papers 
relative  to  things  necessary  to  be  done  for  the  security  of  the  Frontiers 

On  the  S'"  of  March  the  Gov'  laid  before  the  Council  a  letter  from  the  Commiss"  of  Indian 
affairs,  representing  the  necessity  of  a  Fort  at  the  carrying  place,  the  supplying  Oswego  with 
I  revisions,  and  acquainting  him  that  the  Six  Nations  had  refused  to  take  up  the  Hatchet  a&" 
the  French;  which  was  referred  with  the  other  letters  he  had  laid  before  the  Council,  to  a 
Committee  of  Jie  Board;  M'  Clinton  at  tl.e  same  time  acquainted  the  Council,  that  the 
Assembly  had  desired  to  be  a.ijo,.rn..d  to  ,he  o...  Tuesday  in  April  on  account  of  the  small 
pox,  but  the  Council  advised  the  Gov'  not  to  comply  with  their  request. 

T  ?  "Mr'/'  "V^'rlV^"  ^"'"""'"''^  "'^  '^"""^'il  consisting  of  M'  Livingston.  M' Chief 
Justice,  M'  Kennedy.  M'  Horsmanden.  M'  Murray  and  M'  Moore,  reported  on  the  aforementioned 
papers,  referred  to  their  consideration,  to  the  following  effe.a:  1"  That  as  they  apprehend,  tluU 
the  MX  Nations  cf  Indians,  declining  to  enter  into  the  War,  arose  from  their  not  having  Forts 
and  Garrisons  in  their  Country,  they  therefore  a.ivised  the  Gov'  to  acquaint  the  Neighbouring 
Uovern-  therewith,  and  to  urge  them  to  contribute  their  proportion  of  the  expence  towards 
establishing  Forts  and  Garrisons  in  the  said  Indi.m  Country,  the  charge  whereof  was  too  heavy 
to  be  borne  by  the  province  of  New  York  alone.  2-"x  That  these  papers  be  communicated  to 
the  Assembly  and  that  tl.e  Gov'  should  recommen.l  to  them,  to  make  provision  in  the  mean 
time  lor  building  six  Mlor^k  Houses  upon  the  Northern  frontiers,  for  the  maintenance  and  pay 
of  the  Militia  to  be  garrisoned  in  them,  .uid  for  25  Men  to  be  posted  in  the  Blockhouses  built 
at  the  expen.-e  of  the  Inhabitants  up.,.,  the  Frontiers,  and  that  the  Commiss"  for  Indian  Affairs 
should  always  be  furnished  with  snllinent  sums  of  money,  to  answer  all  exigencies. 

On  the  2'-  of  April  I74C..  the  (;ov'  co.nmunirated  to  tl.e  Council  a  Message  sent  him  by  the 
Assembly,  acquainting  him  that,  ns  they  were  about  to  raise  a  large  sum  of  money,  they 
desire.i  to  know,  i(  he  had  any  objections  to  passing  a  Bill  for  issuing  Bills  of  Credit;  upon 
winch  he  des.red  the  Council's  opinion,  who  advised  him  to  return  for  answer,  that,  when  ii 
15.11  (or  that  purpose  should  come  reguliirly  before  him  for  his  assent,  it  would  then  be  a  proper 
tune  for  him  to  give  his  opinion  thereupon. 

'  TliU  Iribo  reiiid«<l  on  the  Del*w*r«  river,  it  at  u«kr  Cuolieelon,  SulliTtD  Co.,  N.  Y.— Ki>. 
Vol,.  VI.  ^q 
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On  the  SO'k  of  April  W  Clinton  laid  before  the  Council  a  letter  from  Admiral  Warren  soliciting 
succours  for  the  Garrison  at  Louisbourg,  which  the  Council  advised  him  to  send  to  the  Assembly. 

On  the  23"'  the  GoV  laid  before  the  Council  several  letters  from  the  Commiss"  of  Indian 
Affairs,  acq-:dinting  him  with  their  intentions  of  sending  a  Message  to  the  Cocknawi.ga  Indians 
to  come  and  settle  in  the  Province  of  New  York,  and  that  the  French  intended  to  build  a  Fort 
12  miles  beyond  M'  Lydius's  house,  and  urging  the  necessity  of  the  removal  of  a  French 
Priest  settled  in  the  Seneca  Country,  which  papers  were  referred  to  a  Committee. 

On  the  3""  of  May  the  Council  advised  the  Gov'  to  adjourn  the  Assembly  to  the  first  Tuesday 

in  June. 

On  the  lO'"  the  Gov'  laid  before  the  Council  a  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  two  Towns 
upon  the  Frontiers,  desiring  Blockhouses  might  be  built  for  their  security,  which  Petition  the 
Council  advised  the  GoV  to  send  to  the  Assembly. 

On  the  la"-  he  laid  before  the  Council  two  letters  from  the  Commiss"  for  Indian  affairs, 
complaining  of  M'  Lydius's  conduct,  and  representing  the  distressed  state  of  the  frontiers,  and 
the  frequent  murders  and  scalpings  committed  by  the  Enemy.  These  letters  were  referred  to 
a  Committee,  who  reported  the  next  day,  that  it  would  be  adviseable  to  forbid  M'  Lydius 
to  intermeddle  with  the  Indian  Affairs,  and  to  order  him  to  attend  his  duty  in  the  Council; 
and  that  200  Men  should  be  draughte  I  owt  of  the  Militia  to  be  posted  at  Albany  and  Schenectady. 

On  the  20"'  of  May  1740.  M'  Clinton  laid  before  the  Council,  several  papers  relating  to  a 
meeting  in  a  Garrison  at  Saraghtogn ;  the  impracticability  of  building  the  Six  Block  houses, 
for  which  the  Assembly  had  made  provision,  on  account  of  the  annoyance  given  by  the  Enemy, 
and  to  measures  to  ne  entered  upon  for  the  security  of  the  frontiers.  These  papers  were 
referred  to  a  Committ.'e  of  Council,  and  in  the  inter,  n  the  Gov'  was  advised  to  send  blank 
Commissions  to  Coll :  Schuyler,  to  enable  him  to  appoint  proper  Officers  to  raise  volunteers  lor 
Ranging  the  Woods  and  to  recommend  it  to  the  Assembly  to  make  provision  for  their  payment. 

On  the  30"'  the  Council,  upon  the  Gov"  laying  before  them  a  letter  from  Coll:  Beckman, 
relating  to  raising  Men  in  Dutchess  County,  advised  the  Gov'  to  engage  200  Men  and  to 
recommend  it  to  the  Assembly  to  provide  nmunition,  pay  and  subsistance  for  them. 

On  the  3"*  of  June  1~4G,  the  Assembly  being  met  pursuant  to  their  adjournment,  M'  Clinton 
in  a  Message  acquainted  them,  that  the  Intelligence  he  had  received  from  Albany  during  their 
recess,  had  obliged  him  to  order  an  additional  force  of  300  Men,  to  be  draughted  out  of  the 
Militia,  in  order  to  be  sent  up  to  their  assistance;  and  that  he  doubted  not,  but  they  would 
provide  for  the  pay  and  subsistance  of  this  reinforcement,  in  such  manner  as  had  been  done 
for  others;  that  the  several  Uepresenlations,  letters  and  papers,  wliich  he  had  ordered  to  be 
laid  before  them,  would  not  only  prove  the  necessity  of  taking  this  step,  but  also  convince 
them  that  the  exigency  of  affairs  required  a  much  more  powerful  assistance,  as  well  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  frontiers  as  for  the  prosecution  of  the  War,  in  both  which  matters  he 
recommended  the  greatest  dispatch. 

On  the  next  day  a  Committee  of  the  whole  house  upon  this  Message,  came  to  a  resolution 
to  make  immediate  provision  for  450  Men  of  the  Militia  and  50  Indians  to  he  posted  on  the 
Northern  frontieis,  as  the  (Jov'  and  Council  should  direct,  including  the  Men  his  Excell^''  had 
alrea<iy  sent  thither,  the  120  directed  by  the  Blockiiouse  Act,  and  the  30  Men  ordered  to  be 
posted  at  Saraghtoga ;  and  at  the  same  time  desired,  that  the  designation  of  those  Men,  the 
Number  of  OlHcers,  and  other  contingencies,  might  be  laid  before  ihem,  that  they  might  mi.ke 
provision  accordingly  ;  which  liaving  been  laid  before  them  on  the  G""  of  June,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  to  whom  the  above  Message  had  been  committed. 
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On  the  same  day  Mr  Clinton  summoned  the  Assembly  to  attend  him,  the  Council,  and  in  a 
speech  to  both  acquainted  them,  That  he  had  received  in  a  letter  from  the  Duke  of  Newcastle, 
(An  extract  of  which,  he  had  ordered  to  be  laid  before  them)  His  Maj'^"  Commands  forthwith 
to  make  the  necessary  dispositions  for  raising  as  many  Men  as  the  shortness  of  the  time  would 
permit,  to  be  employed  in  concert  with  bin  Maj')'-'  regular  forces  in  an  expedition  against  the 
French  Settlements  in  Canada ;  and  recommended  it  to  them  in  the  most  earnest  manner  to 
make  such  ample  provision  with  the  greatest  dispatch,  as  would  enable  him  to  answer  the 
Kmgs  expectmns.  In  the  afternoon  the  same  day,  the  Council  and  Assembly  addressed 
the  Gov  with  thanks  for  his  speech,  and  the  strongest  assurances,  that  they  would  proceed  on 
this  important  design  with  the  utmost  Unanimity  &  dispatch. 

On  the  7'"  of  June  1746.  M'  Clinton  ordered  a  proclamation  to  be  published,  inviting  and 
encouraging  Men  to  inlist  for  the  intended  expedition. 

On  the  9-  the  Assembly  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  house  on  his 
Excell'^'  speech,  came  to  the  following  resolutions.     That  a  bounty  of  £Q  be  allowed  for  each 
able  bodied  Man,  that  should  voluntarily  enlist ;  and  that  ^HOOO  be  allowed  for  the  purchase  of 
sundry  provisions  for  victualing  the  forces  to  be  raised  for  the  said  expedition  ;  and  also,  that 
a  liUI  be  brought  in  for  appointing  Commissaries  to  purchase  the  said  provisions.     The  above 
resolutions  having  been  sent  up  to  his  Excell'^  were  by  him  laid  before  the  Council  on  the  11'- 
together,  with  a  paper  containing  several  queries  relating  to  the  intended  expedition,  on  which 
he  desired  their  opinion  and  advice.    This  paper  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  Council,  who  on 
the  13'    reported  upon  it  to  the  following  effect.     That  as  to  the  I"  Querry,  if  the  Assembly 
would  provide  for  as  many  Men  as  could  be  raised  by  the  province  in  Bounty  money,  provisions 
&  Battoes  ettc;   it  was  their  opinion,  that  the  Assembly  by  their  General  resolve  to  give  ^6 
Bounty  money  and  provisions  to  the  Men  lo  be  raised,  did  intend  both  to  be  without  limitation 
but  no  mention  being  therein  made  of  Battoes,  they  advised  his  Excell^r  to  give  immediate 
orders  for  building  a  number  of  Battoes.  sutlic.ent  (or  transporting  the  Forces  and  Stores,  not 
doubting  but  the  King  would  defray  that  expence.     In  consequence  of  this  advice  a  Proclamation 
was  immediately  ordered  to  be  prepared,  prohibiting  all  Carpenters  from  doing  any  other  work 
than  making  Battoes. -As  to  the  a"- Querry,  What  encouragement  to  Indians;  The  Comin'« 
were  of  opinion,  that  such  Indians  as  should  engage  in  the  War  were  intended  to  share  in  the 
provisions.     As  to  the  a-  What  steps  were  to  be  taken  to  engage  the  [,„lia„s,  in  the  War,  and 
whether  proper  to  acquaint  them  with  the  expedition  then,  or  at  the  Interview  ;  The  Committee 
advised  Ins  Kxceli'^  to  engage  the  Six  Nations  to  join  in  revenging  the  hostilities  committed  by 
the  Knemy,  and  to  desire  the  Sachems  and  fighting  Men  to  meet  him  at  Albany  on  the  20""  of  the 
next  M.mth;  but  to  make  no  mention  to  them  of  an  intended  expedition.    They  also  advised 
that  the  Indians  in  alliance  with  the  Six  Nations  should  be  by  them  invited  to  join  in  the  War 
and  to  come  to  the  said  interview.     As  to  the  4'\  whether  the  province  should  provide  pay  and 
provision  lor   such  of  the  In.lia.iK  as  should  engage  in    the  War.   and  also  for  their  wives 
and  Children,  as  in  the  last  War;  th.-y  were  of  opinion  that  the  presents  of  cloathing,  arms  and 
auiunilion  were  idways  deemed  by  the  Indians  to  he  in  lieu  of  Pay  &  bounty  money.     As  to 
the  /-,"■  Whether  he,  the  (iov',  should  order  Hattoes  to  be  built  for  the  furces  to  be  raised  in  other 
provinces?     They  advised  his  Fxcell"  lo  consult  Sir  W"  (Jooch  &  other  (Jovernors  on  this 
point;  and  if  they  desired   it,  ami  would  answer  (or  the  pnvm.Mif,  then  to  give  s.,<-|,  orders 
As  to  the  G'"  whether  adviseahle  for  him  (the  Gov')  to  orderTents  and  other  Camp-necessaries 
for  the  Forces  to  be  raised  in  New  York,  and  to  draw  on  the  Crown  for  that  expence;  and  that 
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the  service  might  not  suffer  by  dehiying  to  provide  Pattoes  for  the  other  province;  the 
Committee  advised  His  Excell''  to  consult  Sir  W"  Gooch  on  tliese  lieads  also.  As  to  the  7'* 
whether  adviseable  for  him  to  draw  on  the  Crown  for  Arms  &  cloathing  the  Com"'  advised  His 
Excell'^  to  pursue  the  directions  iie  had  received  from  the  Duiie  of  Newcastle.  And  as  to  the 
8'^  whether  the  Province  will  allow  provisions  for  the  Regular  Troops,  if  any  should  be  sent 
on  the  expedition,  and  any  additional  pay  to  Subalterns,  as  in  the  last  War;  the  Committee 
thought  themselves  incapable  of  resolving  that  question  without  the  Assembly. 

On  the  IG"-  of  June  1746.  the  Gov'  laid  before  the  Council  a  letter,  representing  the  bad 
condition  of  the  Fort  at  Saraghtoga,  which  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  Council  appointed  to 
enquire  into  the  state  of  the  said  Fort,  and  to  cause  estimates  to  be  made  of  the  necessary  repairs. 

The  same  day  Iti'"  June  174G.  The  Council  appointed  five  of  their  Members  to  join  a 
Committee  of  the  Assembly  to  consider  of  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  means  for  the  execution 
of  that  part,  which  the  Colony  of  New  York  was  to  take  in  the  Canada  Expedition.  The  five 
Members  appointed  to  be  of  this  Committee,  were :  M'  De  Lancey,  M'  Courtland,  M'  Horsmanden, 
M'  Murray  &  M'  Moore. 

On  the  IS""  M'  Clinton  by  the  Advice  of  his  Council  sent  a  Message  to  the  Assembly  to 
acquaint  them,  that  he  had  ordered  the  Commiss"  for  Indian  affairs  to  invite  the  Six  Nations 
to  meet  him  at  Albany  the  20""  of  next  mouth  ;  he  had  the  King's  orders  to  make  them 
presents,  and  advised  them  to  make  provision  for  an  additional  present  from  the  Colony,  and 
speedily  to  make  known,  what  bounty  and  subsistance  should  be  allowed  them ;  that  he  had 
wrote  to  all  the  neighbouring  Gov"  recommending  it  to  them  to  endeavour,  that  their  respective 
Govern"  should  bear  a  proportion  of  the  expence  of  engaging  the  Indians  in  the  War ;  that 
having  no  direction  from  His  Maj"-  to  provide  Battoes  or  Tents,  he  desired  to  be  speedily 
informed,  if  they  would  make  provision  for  that  expence.  He  also  exhorted  them  to  make  a 
suitable  allowance  to  the  Town  Major  of  Albany. 

At  the  same  time  he  laid  before  them  Capf  Ingoldaby's  letter  of  the  7"'  June,  and  the 
examination  of  M'  Jacob  Ten  Eyck  of  the  15'\  botii  relating  to  the  bad  condition  of  the  Fort 
at  Saraghtoga;  the  Com'"  of  Council,  to  whom  this  Matter  was  referred,  having  been  unable 
to  make  any  estimates,  and  having  advised  His  Excell'''  so  to  do. 

On  the  20"'  June  174G,  a  Committee  of  the  whole  house  upon  the  speech,  Message  and 
pjipers,  granted  nem:  con:  an  additional  bounty  of  40'.  and  u  blanket  to  each  of  the  first  1000 
volunteers,  and  came  to  the  following  resolutions. 

That  the  Colony  should  in  common  with  the  neighbouring  Govern"  hear  its  proportion  of 
the  expence  of  provisions  lor  such  Indians  as  will  go  on  the  expedition,  and  lor  such  of  the 
Kings  forces  as  his  Excell"^'  should  send. 

That  it  was  their  opinion,  thi.t  His  Majesty  did  not  expect  the  Colony  to  be  at  the  expence 
of  providing  Battoes,  Tents,  ett'!. 

On  the  23""  day  oi'  June  174(..  the  Assembly  voted  ^40000  to  be  struck  in  Bills  of  Credit  for 
the  service  of  the  Expedition. 

On  the  2V^  the  Assembly  voted  .£1800  for  purchasing  Gunpowder  for  the  use  of  the  Colony, 
.£160  to  the  Gov'  for  the  expence  of  his  voyage  to  Albany:  ^-GO.O'  S**  for  his  expence  in 
obtaining  an  Engineer,  and  solliciting  n  supply  of  Gunpowder.  They  also  resolved,  that,  i» 
being  impossible  to  erect  the  Six  Block  houses  on  the  Frontiers  according  to  the  directions  ol 
the  Act  for  raising  a  supply  of  .£13000  lor  the  more  effectual  lortilying  the  Colony,  the  sums 
thereby  appropriated  to  that  service  should  now  be  imployed  for  tiie  pay  and  subsistance  of 
the  AOO  Men  posted  on  the  Northern  Frontier. 
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On  the  SO'"  June  1746,  Mr  Clinton  laid  before  the  Council  a  letter  from  Sir  W">  Gooch 
relating  to  Arms.  Cloathing  ettc.  for  the  Men  to  be  raised,  and  also  letters  from  the  Gov"  of 
Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania,  acquainting  him,  that  the  Assembly^  of  their  respective  Govern" 
had  refused  take  any  share  of  the  expence  of  engaging  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians  in  the  war, 
or  of  providmg  Tents,  Battoes  ettc. 

On  the  4-'.  July  1746.  M'  Clinton  acquainted  the  Assembly  by  Message,  that  upon 
representauons  from  the  Commiss"  of  Indian  affairs,  and  by  the  advice  of  the  Council,  he  had 
Comm.s8.oned  Officers  to  raise  a  Cornp^  of  100  Volunteers  out  of  the  Militia;  that  he  hoped 
Ihey  would  grant  that  Comp^  additional  pay,  without  which  they  would  not  continue  in  the 
servce;  that  M'  Gooch  M'  Thomas  and  M'  Laws  had  acquainted  him.  that  their  respective 
Govern",  refused  to  bear  any  share  of  the  expence  of  engaging  the  Indians  or  furnishing  the 
Provs.ons  except  that  the  former  seems  to  intend  a  present;  that  he  therefore  earnestly 
recommended  It  to  them  to  take  the  article  of  Provisio.3,  as  well  for  Indians  as  the  King's 
Iroops.  into  their  serious  and  immediate  consideration,  and  to  provide  for  transporting  the 
same  as  well  as  the  warlike  stores. 

On  the  9'-  July  1746.  M'  Clinton  by  the  advice  of  the  Council  sent  another  Message  to  the 
Assembly  recommending  it  to  them  to  follow  the  example  of  all  the  neighbouring  Govern"  by 
ndvancmgall  monies  requisite  for  every  purpose  in  the  prosecution  of  the  Expedition,  by  which 
method  one  third  or  fourth  part  of  the  expence  might  be  saved  to  the  Crown,  and  offering  to 
give  his  own  Bills  upon  the  proper  offices,  for  all  such  sums  as  should  be  requisite  for  those 
particulars  of  which  they  should  think  the  province  was  not  expected  to  bear  the  charge. 

Ihat  they  would  make  provision  for  the  100  Hangers  as  soon  as  they  should  be  properly 
informed  of  their  services,  and  of  the  certain  time,  they  had  been  employed. 

That  with  regard  to  the  expenres  of  furnishing  provisions  for  Indians  or  Regular  Troops  to 
be  sent  out  of  the  Province,  they  could  not  recede  from  their  resolutions  of  the  20'"  of  June 
last ;  but  If  the  neighbouring  Govern"  would  contribute.  New  York  wuuld  bear  its  proportion 
ri.at  a  change  so  general  as  that  of  transporting  provisions  and  stores  could  not  be  intended  by 
His  Majesty  to  be  borne  by  that  Colony. 

That  the  Colony's  advancing  all  monies  requisite  for  i's  part  of  the  expedition,  would  he 
attended  with  most  fatal  conseque,  .es.  as  it  must  occasion  a  further  emission  of  paper  money  • 
that  they  saw  very  little  probability  of  the  Crown's  sustaining  any  loss  by  the  course  of  exchange' 
the  tlien  present  season  being  very  p-olitable  for  drawwig  by  exchange. 

Oil  the  15'"  July  1746.  M'  Clinton  acquainted  the  Council  with  this  Resolution,  and  that  the 
Merchants  would  not  furnish  necessaries,  but  for  Bills  of  Exchange,  at  the  rate,  exchange  may 
be  about  at  the  time  of  the  London  Vessel's  departure.     The  Council  being  asked,  advised  his 
Lxcell-r  to  issue  his  Bills  at  that  rate,  and  to  draw  on  the  Lords  Commiss"  of  the  Treasury. 
I  he  same  day  the  Assembly  resolved,  that  the  Forces  raised  in  New  York,  for  the  Cana.la 
expedition,  should  be  victualed  at  the  expence  of  the  Colony  from  the  time  of  their  embarkation  : 
&  at  the  Oov--'  desire,  adjourned  themselves  to  the  ai».  July. 
Befbre  his  adjournment,  M'  Clinton  gave  his  assent  to  the  following  Acts : 
"  An  Act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  provisions,  warlike  stores  ettc." 
M' Clinton  observes,  that  it  was  necessary  to  pass  this  Act,  on  account  of  the  expedition,  that 
the  Crown  and  the  Province  might  not  be  put  to  any  extraordinary  charge  upon  that  occasion 
"An   Act  for  emitting  U.M0000  in  Bills  of  Cnulit.  lor  the  servic'e  of   the  expedition  against 
"  Canada  "  "^ 
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The  passing  this  Act,  was  certainly  in  M' Clinton  a.  breach  of  Instructions,  in  excuse  of  which 
lie  observes,  that  he  was  not  inclinable  to  give  his  assent  to  it ;  but  as  the  extraordinary  occasion 
required  a  large  sum  to  be  raised,  which  could  not  be  procured  by  any  other  means,  lie 
was  advised  by  his  Council  to  Assent  to  it.  It  must  be  further  observed,  that  the  disposal 
of  all  the  public  money  raised  by  this  Act,  (except  ^150  allowed  to  the  Gov'  for  the  expence  of 
his  journey  to  Albany)  is  entrusted  to  Commiss"  therein  named,  to  whom  the  Treasurer  is 
directed  to  pay  the  said  monies  without  any  warrant  from  the  Gov'  or  Council.  The  Bills 
emitted  by  this  Act  are  made  current  for  ten  years,  and  regular  annual  periods  are  fixed  for 
sinking  and  Cancelling  them  within  that  time. 

"  An  Act  to  detach  300  Men  from  Albany  to  serve  on  the  expedition — " 

This  Act  seems  contrary  to  His  Maj'^'  Commission,  whereby  the  command  of  the  Militia  is 
invested  in  the  Gov' ;  but  M'  Clinton  observes,  that  the  occasion  of  its  passing,  was  the  refusal 
of  the  people  of  Albany  to  serve  on  the  expedition. 

"An  Act  for  impressing  Artificers,  for  providing  necessaries  for  the  expedition" 

On  this  Act  M'  Clinton  observes,  that  he  was  informed  by  one  of  the  Council,  that  his 
impress  warrants  for  those  purposes,  would  not  be  obeyed  ;  he  therefore  recommended  the 
passing  this  Act,  that  the  service  might  not  suffer  thro'  the  obstinacy  of  the  people. 

On  the  17""  July  1746.  Mr  Clinton  set  out  for  Albany,  to  meet  the  Chiefs  of  the  six  Nations 
of  Indians,  having  first  recommended  to  the  Council  the  peace  and  safety  of  the  City  and 
province,  and  the  advancement  of  the  expedition,  and  desired  that  they  would  by  express 
inform  him  of  every  material  occurrence. 

On  the  25""  M'  Clinton  in  a  letter  to  M'  Kennedy,  which  he  desired  him  to  lay  before  the 
Council  acquainted  him,  that  he  had  received  information,  that  the  French  were  preparing  to 
attack  Schenectady  or  Albany,  and  the  Settlements  on  the  Mohawk  River,  with  a  design,  as  he 
supposed,  to  prevent  the  Six  Nations  joining  in  the  War,  desiring  that  the  Assembly  might 
meet  according  to  their  adjournment,  in  order  to  their  being  informed  of  these  matters,  and  that 
all  the  companies  that  were  compleated  might  be  immediately  dispatched  to  Albany.  The 
Council  directly  issued  orders  for  the  March  of  the  said  companies,  laid  before  the  Speaker  and 
eight  other  Members  of  the  Assembly  the  said  information,  relating  to  the  designs  of  the  French, 
and  directed  the  Secretary  to  summon  the  Members  of  the  Assembly  to  meet  for  the  dispatch 
of  business  on  the  12""  of  Aug:  acquainting  the  Gov'  by  letter  with  what  they  had  done  — On 
the  12'"'  there  not  being  a  sufficient  number,  that  house  was  further  adjourned  to  tlie  19""  and 
on  that  day  a  letter  from  M'  Clinton  wps  received  by  the  Council,  acquainting  them,  that  he 
did  not  think  proper  to  suffer  the  Assembly  to  meet  on  buMiness  till  his  return  to  New  York 
and  they  were  accordingly  adjourned  to  the  2"^  of  Sept'. 

From  the  proceedings  of  the  Council  it  appears  iliat  during  the  absence  of  M'  Clinton, 
they  took  upon  them  to  fill  up  blank  Commissions  for  Officers  on  the  Canada  expedition;  they 
likewise  gave  orders  for  the  disposition  of  the  Militia,  marching  Troops  up  to  Albany,  and  for 
the  issuing  Gunpowder  and  other  stores. 

During  M'  Clinton's  stay  at  Albany,  he  jointly  with  Commiss'*  from  the  Massachusetts  Bay, 
held  an  interview  with  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  which  ended  in  a  Treaty  with  them  and 
their  allies,  by  which,  they  engaged  to  join  in  the  War. 

On  the  S'"  of  October  174(5.  M' Clinton  being  returned  from  Albmiy  desiring  the  advice  of 
the  Council,  whether  to  send  lor  part  ol  the  forces  from  Albany  to  New  York,  or  not,  they 
were  of  opinion  that  the  withdrawing  any  Force  from  Albany,  would  greatly  endanger  that 
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Country  and  advised  the  detaining  the  Maryland  and  Virginia  Troops,  for  some  time  longer, 
for  the  defence  of  New  York  in  case  of  an  attack  ;  on  the  11'-  however,  the  Masters  of  the 
Maryland  transports,  having  refused  to  engage  for  the  payment  of  carrying  the  Troops  of  that 
province  to  Albany,  whenever  it  might  be  thought  proper  to  send  them  thither,  the  Council 
advised  the  immediate  embarking  them  for  Albany. 

On  the  17'-  Oct'  1746.  M'  Clinton  being  seized  with  a  sudden  indisposition  sent  for  the 
Speaker,  and  desired  him  to  lay  before  the  house  in  his  name,  a  speech  he  had  intended  to 
have  made  that  day  1  he  Assembly  objected  to  this  manner  of  delivery  as  unprecedented  ; 
but  for  the  sake  of  dispatch  of  business,  consented  to  receive  it.  In  this  speech  M'  Clinton 
acquainted  the  Assembly,  with  the  success  of  his  voyage  to  Albany 

That  notwithstanding  the  bad  disposition  the  Six  Nations  had  long  been  in,  thro'  the 
endeavours  of  the  French,  and  the  many  difficulties  in  his  way,  he  had  firmly  engaged  the  Six 
Nations  &  their  IVeighbours  in  the  War.  /      e  b      >•  '«=  ^^a 

That  misconduct  or  neglect  must  have  happened  in  the  management  of  Indian  Affairs,  which 
he  recommended  to  their  particular  consideration,  least  the  advantages  obtained  by  the  late 
treaty  be  lost  again.  ^ 

That  M'  Gooch  having  declined  the  command  of  the  Forces  intended  against  Canada,  he  had 
been  obliged  to  take  the  principal  care  oi'  them,  upon  himself. 

That  the  measures  h.  had  settled  with  M'  Shirley  and  M'  Warren  for  employing  the  land 
Forces  in  annoying  the  Enemy,  having  been  disconcerted  by  the  arrival  of  the  French  Fleei 
on  the  Coast  of  Nova  Scotia,  he  had,  before  he  left  Albany,  disponed  them  in  the  best  manner 
he  could  for  the  security  of  the  Province. 

That  the  dangers  occasione.l  by  the  arrival  of  this  Squadron,  required  their  particular  attention. 

That  a  larger  sum  than  usual,  was  necessary  for  Indian  Affairs,  he  having  ordered  a  Winter 
Camp,  several  small  Forts,  and  Blockhouses  on  the  frontiers  ;  that  estimates  should  be  laid 
before  them,  and  that  he  did  not  doubt,  but  the  many  motives  he  mentioned  would  make  them 
exert  themselves  in  furnishing  means. 

On  the  IS'-  Oct'  174G.  M'  Clinton  being  still  indisposed,  sent  a  Message  to  the  Council, 
acquainting  them,  that  the  Co.nmiss"  for  delivering  provisions  at  Albany,  having  refused  to  deliver 
any,  but  to  Captains  and  at  Albany,  according  to  the  words  of  the  Act,  Coll:  Roberts  could 
no  longer  obey  .he  orders  he  had  left  him ;  upon  which  he  desired  the  advice  of  the  Council, 
as  also  upon  several  letters  from  Coll:  Roberts  mentioning  the  deficiency  of  the  additional 
bounty  money,  and  several  other  particulars  relating  to  the  Army;  but  it  does  not  appear  by 
the  Minutes,  that  the  Council  took  any  notice  of  this  Message. 

On  the  21"  October  1746,  the  Assembly  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  house  resolved  on  a 
further  supply  of  ^0500  for  victualing  the  Forces  raised  in  the  Colony  during  their  continuance 
in  W  inter.  Quarters,  and  JliiOO  for  transporting  the  same  to  Albany. 

They  also  resolved  to  make  no  further  provision  for  the  detachment  of  Militia  sent  to  Albany. 

On  the  2.-''  M'  Clinton  laid  before  the  Council  his  proceedings  at  Albany,  during  the 
Interview  with  the  Six  Nations  and  other  Indians. 

On  the  23">  Oct'  1746.  Mr  Clinton  sent  a  Message  to  the  Assembly  relating  to  the  difficulties 
that  had  arisen  from  the  refusal  of  the  Cominiss"  to  deliver  provisions,  otherwise,  than  as  the 
words  o(  the  Act  direct.  He  acquainted  them  that  the  measures  for  operations  had  been 
greatly  retarded  thereby,  and  that  every  enterprise  might  be  defeated,  if  the  provisions  were 
not  subject  to  the  Generals  orders ;  he  therefore  proposed  to  them   to  amend  the  Act.  and 
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provide  for  transporting  provisions  along  with  the  Forces,  and  desired  them  also  to  make  good 
the  deficiency  of  additional  Bounty  money,  and  to  furnish  Blankets  for  the  regular  Troops,  as 
well  as  for  the  Forces  levied  for  the  Canada  Expedition. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  the  Assembly  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  house  upon 
the  above  Message  and  speech  of  l?'"*  Oct',  resolved  to  grant  ^540  for  the  deficiency  of  the 
additional  Bounty,  and  to  present  an  humble  Representation  to  the  Gov'  in  answer  to 
the  speech  &  Message. 

On  the  27'"  of  October  174().  the  Commiss"  for  purchasing  provision  acquainted  the  Assembly, 
that  they  had  received  informatiou  from  the  Commiss"  at  Albany,  that  the  High  Sheriff  of  that 
County  had,  by  an  order  from  Coll:  Roberts,  forcibly  broke  open  their  Store  Houses,  and  taken 
away  a  large  quantity  of  Provisions,  which  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House- 
On  the  S""  of  Nov'  the  General  Assembly  presented  their  Representation  in  answer  to  the 
Gov''*  speech  and  Message,  in  wliich  they  declared  themselves  unacquainted  with  the  bad 
disposition  of  the  Indians  or  the  occasion  of  it ;  that  they  had  complied  with  what  was 
recommended  to  them  by  defraying  the  expence  of  his  journey  to  Albany,  and  by  granting 
^600.  extraordinary  for  presents ;  that  he,  the  Gov'  knew  best,  how  the  service  had  been 
performed  ;  that  they  were  pleased  to  hear  the  Six  Nations  were  solemnly  engaged  in  the  War, 
and  should  be  glad  to  be  convinced  of  it  by  their  Actions. 

That  in  order  tc  examine  into  and  find  out  the  cause  of  the  neglect  or  misconduct  in  the 
management  of  Indian  Affairs,  they  desired  to  have  copies  of  all  letters  and  papers,  between 
him  and  the  Commiss"  or  any  other  persons  on  those  matters,  since  his  arrival.  That  till  this 
was  done,  it  would  be  imprudent  to  grant  a  larger  sum  than  usual  for  the  Indian  Affairs,  lest  it 
should  be  liable  to  the  same  misconduct. 

That  they  objected  greatly  to  the  forming  a  Winter  Camp,  as  the  means  to  retard  or  defeat 
the  Canada  Expedition.  That  they  were  sorry  to  find  his  Excell*^  of  opinion,  that  harmony 
was  not  subsisting  between  the  branches  of  the  Legislature,  that  whoever  prevailed  on  him  to 
entertain  such  distrust,  were  not  friends  to  their  Country. 

With  regard  to  the  Message,  relating  to  the  transporting  provisions  with  the  Troops,  they 
recapitulated  their  proceedings  ever  since  the  receipt  of  the  Duke  of  Newcastle's  letter, 
appealed  to  him  for  the  Justness  and  expediency  of  them,  and  refused  to  make  any  further 
provisions  on  that  head.  Acquainted  him  that  they  had  voted  the  deficiency  of  Additional 
Bounty  money,  and  should  always  endeavour  to  render  his  Administration  easy,  as  far  as  their 
duty  to  His  Maj*'  and  the  Colony  would  permit. 

On  the  S*""  of  Nov'  174G.  the  Committee  of  the  whole  house,  appointed  the  S?""  of  October, 
made  their  report  upon  the  Information  given  by  the  Commiss"  for  purchasing  provisions, 
relating  to  the  breaking  open  the  storehouses  at  Albany. 

The  Committee's  Report  sets  forth,  that  Coll:  Marshall  had  produced  to  the  Commiss"  a 
warrant  from  M'  Clinton,  requiring  them  to  supply  the  four  Independent  Companies  in  like 
manner  as  the  New  Levies,  which  tlie  Coniss"  liad  refused  to  do;  that  the  Sheriff  of  Albany 
had  told  the  Commiss"  he  had  a  Warrant  to  impress  provisions  for  1400  Men  for  (iO  days,  and, 
upon  their  refusal  to  deliver  the  same,  had  broke  open  the  Store  house,  and  being  asked  by 
what  authority  he  did  so,  had  produced  a  Warrant  from  the  Gov',  to  impress  workmen,  horses, 
carriages,  ettc  and  one  from  Coll:  Roberts  to  impress  two  months  provisions.  That  altho'  the 
said  Sheriff  had  demanded  provisions  for  1400  Men,  there  were  but  1270  in  actual  service, 
and  of  that  number  three  Companies  had  at  that  time  provisions  for  near  two  Mouths.     That 
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but  8  or  900  new  Levies  marched  from  Albany,  and  that  the  provisions  forcibly  taken  would 
have  subsisted  the  New  Levies,  to  24'-  January  next.  That  several  Field  officers  had  demanded 
provisions  to  be  transported  with  the  Army,  and  that  D'  Golden,  in  particular  had  threatened, 
in  case  of  their  refusal,  to  have  other  Commiss"  appointed  in  their  stead. 

Upon  this  Report  the  House  came  to  the  following  Resolutions. 

That  His  Excell'^  was  ill  advised  in  granting  a  warrant  for  provisions  for  the  four 
Independent  Companies. 

That  the  Commiss"  in  refusing  to  obey  that  warrant,  had  acted  agreable  to  the  Act. 
That  Coll:  Roberts's  warrant  was  arbitrary  and  illegal,  and  that  he  was  thereby  guilty  of  a 
high  misdemeanour.  ' 

That  the  breaking  open  the  Storehouses  was  arbitrary,  illegal,  and  a  violation  of  the  Rights 
and  liberties  of  the  subject.  ° 

That  M'  Holland,  the  Sheriff,  who  broke  open  the  Storehouse  was  also  guilty  of  hich 
misdemeanour.  o      j  6 

That  Cadvallader  Colden  Esq'  in  threatning  the  said  Commiss"  was  guilty  of  a  hiah 
misdemeanour.  °      J  t> 

That  it  was  in  vain  to  furnish  provisions,  till  proper  assurances  should  be  given  that  a  stop 
should  be  put  to  such  proceedings. 

That  His  Excell'J'  be  acquainted  with  these  Resolutions,  and  desired  to  order  the  Attorney 
General  to  prosc-ute  the  said  Delinquents. 

On  the  lO'"  of  November  1746.  M'  Clinton  sent  a  Message  to  the  Assembly  in  answer  to 
their  representation,  in  which  he  told  them,  he  thougl  t  it  had  been  notoriously  known,  that 
the  bad  dispositions  of  the  Six  Nations  were  owing  to  the  ill  usage  they  received  from  Traders 
and  dealers,  who  for  the  most  part  were  employed  in  the  conduct  of  Indian  Affairs  ;  that  many 
reasons  induced  him  to  think  this  a  matter  of  great  consequence;  that  he  would  order  copies 
of  all  letters  between  him  and  the  Commiss"  of  Indian  Affairs,  whenever  they  desired  it;  that 
if  they  had  desired  the  same  information  with  regard  to  the  orders  he  had  left  at  Albany,  they 
would  have  had  another  opinion  as  to  the  disposition  of  Forces,  winter  Camps  ettc.  That 
the  publication  of  their  dissatisfaction  would  countenance  disrespect  to  his  orders  the 
consequences  whereof  were  obvious.  That  their  printing  their  representation  without  wJiting 
his  answer,  shewed  that  his  Recommendation  of  good  agreement  w  .s  not  unreasonable. 

That  he  had  never  taken  any  step  towards  raising  parties  or  divisions,  but  endeavoured  to 
keep  up  strict  harmony  ;  that  had  done  more  for  the  province,  than  any  of  his  predecessors,  and 
should  always  be  carefull  of  their  Rights  and  priviledges  as  well,  as  of  the  King's  prerogative 
On  the  24'"  of  Nov'  1746.  M'  Clinton  sent  a  Message  to  the  Assembly  in  answer  to  their 
resolves  of  the  8"-  to  vindicate  the  measures  he  had  taken  at  Albany,  and  to  clear  the 
character  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Council,  who  assisted  him  there.  He  told  them,  that  in 
consequence  of  the  plan  of  operation  settled  with  M'  Shirley  and  M'  Warren,  all  the  Forces 
rendezvoused  at  Albany,  were  to  march  from  thence.  That  he  thought  it  for  the  good  of  the 
service,  to  join  to  them  as  many  of  the  four  Independent  Companies,  as  could  be  spared  from 
the  Garrisons.  That  the  New  Levies  at  first  amounied  to  1600,  but  death  and  desertion 
having  reduced  that  number  to  1400,  he  concluded  it  would  be  agreable  to  the  House  to  supply 
that  defect  by  adding  200  Men  of  the  Independent  Companies,  without  putting  the  Province  to 
any  charge  but  that  of  Provisions;  that  there  was  an  absolute  necessity  to  subsist  these  Men, 
and  no  provisions  to  be  had  at  Albany,  and,  that  when  he  granted  orders  for  issuing  provisions 
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to  them,  he  sent  assurances  to  the  Commiss",  that  if  the  Assembly  would  not  allow  them,  he 
himself  would  pay  for.  or  replace  the  same.  That  the  form  of  the  Warrant  to  M'  Holland  the 
Sheriff  had  been  advised  and  approved  in  full  Council  before  he  went  to  Albany.  That  he 
had  also  offered  the  Commlss"  to  pay  for  the  Transportation  of  Provisions,  if  they  thought 
themselves  not  authorized  by  the  Act  to  do  so,  and  had  told  M'  Golden  if  they  refused  upon 
those  terms,  to  say  that  he  should  be  obliged  to  appoint  other  Commiss".  That  M'  Cuyler 
seemed  content  to  transport  provisions  on  those  terms,  and  did  not  refuse,  tho  he  delayed  to 
do  it  That  he  referred  them  to  a  copy  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Council  of  War  for  prools,  that 
Coll :  Roberts  did  his  duty  in  granting  the  Warrants ;  and  that  M'  Holland  was  also  in  his  duty 
in  executing  that  Warrant;  for  all  which  reasons  he  could  not  order  any  of  the  prosecutions 
they  desired,  but  should  submit  the  ir-ters  to  the  King  and  his  Ministers.  That  if  in  spite  of 
his  best  care,  any  embezzlement  of  provisions  had  or  should  be  made,  he  would  heartily  join 
in  discovering  and  punishing  Delinquents;  that  the  provisions  impressed  should  be  accounted 
for  in  like  manner,  as  if  they  had  remained  in  the  care  of  the  Commiss";  and  that  he  hoped 
they  would  take  care  to  prevent  a  necessity  for  such  proceedings  for  the  future. 

He  then  laid  before  them  some  complaints  from  Coll:  Roberts  of  deficiency  in  the  Rum 
caggs,  and  concluded  with  justifying  the  Conduct  of  M'  Colden,  and  desiring  them  to  consider 
the  tendency  of  their  proceedings  with  regard  to  that  Gentleman  and  every  other  Officer  that 
had  obeyed  his  orr'^rs. 

Upon  this  Message  the  House  came  to  the  following  resolutions  on  the  Se**  of  Nov'  1746. 

That  the  Gov"  answer  was  in  no  respect  satisfactory,  and  that  they  could  grant  no  further 
allowance  for  provisions,  whilst  the  notorious  abuses,  that  had  been  committed  we.e  avowed 

and  incouraged. 

That  the  advisers  of  that  Answer  had  endeavoured  to  create  dissentions  among  the  several 

branches  of  the  Legislature,  had  encouraged  the  breach  of  the  Laws  and  were  Enemies  to  the 

Constitution  of  the  Colony. 

That  as  soon  as  assurances  should  be  given,  that  the  abuses  with  regard  to  provisions  should 

be  effectually  prevented,  they  would  chearfully  grant  further  subsistance  for  the  Forces,  but  till 

then  they  could  proceed  on  no  business  whatever. 

On  the  28'"  Nov'  1746.  M'  Clinton  sent  a  Message  in  answer  to  the  above  resolutions,  tellind 

them,  he  expected  the  provisions  should  be  delivered  as  the  service  might  require,  then  nothing 

that  had  happened  could,  or  should  happen  again,  and  assuring  them  that  care  should  be  had 

of  the  provisions  and  accounts  laid  before  them,  and  that  he  thought  these  assurances  sufficient. 
It  does  not  appear  that  the  Assembly  took  any  notice  of  this  Message  ;  on  the  6'"  of  December 

they  were  prorogued  to  the  13  January  following,  M'  Clinton  having  first  given  his  assent  to 

the  following  Acts. 

"An  Act  for  continuing  the  support  of  Govern'  for  one  year  longer" 

"An  Act  for  payment  of  the  Salaries  and  contingencies  therein  mentioned  for  one  year." 

These  Acts  were  passed  in  the  same  irregular  manner  as  those  of  the  like  nature  already 

mentioned,  except  that  there  are  some  additional  clauses  to  the  first  for  the  preventing  of 

uncustomed  goods. 

"  An  Act  for  continuing  the  support  of  the  Garrison  and  trading  house  at  Oswego" 

"An  Act  for  making  further  provision  for  Victualling  the  Troops  raised  for  the  expedition 

"  against  Canada" 
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By  tins  Act  Commiss"  are  appointed  for  the  services  therein  mentioned,  as  also  Commiss" 
for  keepmg  and  issuing  the  said  provisions  at  Albany;  There  are  also  certain  allowances  to  a 
Chief  gunner,  Store  Keeper  and  Matrosses,  who  are  all  personally  named  in  the  Act. 

On  the  9- of  December  1746.  M' Clinton  transmitted  to  the  Board,  a  printed  copy  of  his 
Treaty  w.th  the  Indians  at  Albany,  to  which  Treaty  there  is  an  introduction,  setting  forth  the 

wh  rii  tTlT  ""^'"'^  '' ""'"  '"''^''  •■'"''  ''>«'  ^^'  ^""'«"  ^«>"g  «-'«'^>'«  «<"  ''•«  difficulties 
which  might  attend  his  endeavours  in  that  aflTair  was  desirious  of  having  the  Assistance  of  as 

many  of  the  Members  of  His  Majo'-  Council  as  the  circumstances  of  affairs  would  permit,  b 

that    hey  all  declined  to  give  their  attendance  except  M'  Golden  and  M'  Livingston.     With 

ailed    t'heN^'Tt  '"''f  J'^f  ''' ^""'""  '"^^"'^^  '^--^'"^'^  ^  P^^iic'  Newspap  r 

th     4.    of  bZ  ntfi  ""h    K  ^7-   "  """'  *■'"  P""'^'  '''  P^°'^^«'^'"^«  °f  ^'^  Council^ 

-M  .  K      K    f '  Proceedings  are    not  entered    in   the   minutes  of  the  Council 

transmitted  by  the  Secretary.  By  these  proceedings  it  appears,  that  M'  De  Lancey  the  Chief 
Justice,  acquainted  the  Council  with  what  was  asserted  in  the  aforementioned  instruction  to 
the  Treaty,  as  to  sev'  of  the  Members  declining  to  attend  the  Gov'  at  Albany,  which  he 
represented  as  a  misrepresentation  of  Facts,  and  an  invidious  reflection,  and  moved  that  the 
I  r.nt.r^m,ght  inform  the  Board  by  whose  directions  he  printed  it.  That  M' Golden  thereupon 
acknowledged  that  it  was  printed  by  his  directions,  upon  which  the  Council  came  to  the 
following  resolutions. 

That  the  aforementioned  paragraph  contained  a  misrepresentation  of  Facts  and  was  an 
invidious  reflection  upon  such  of  the  Members  of  the  Council  as  remained  at  New  York,  during 
the  Gov-  absence  at  Albany.  There  are  also  p.inted  in  this  Newspaper  the  resolves  of  the 
Assembly  of  the  26'"  of  Nov'  and  the  Gov'-  answer  thereto. 

M'  Clinton  in  a  letter  to  the  Board  of  Trade  without,  date  observes  that  the  publication  of 
the  resolutions  of  Council  without  any  application  to  him,  plainly  shewed,  that  the  spirit  and 
design  of  their  Actions  were  to  stir  up  a  popular  Faction,  and  to  represent  M'  Golden  as  a  person 
obnoxious  to  the  Council  and  Assembly. 

In  December  and  Januar  1746.  M'  Clinton  laid  before  the  Council  several  letters  from  M' 
Shirley  relating  to  an  expedition  intended  against  Crown  Point,  desiring  him  to  send  Artillery 
to  Saraghtoga,  and  to  join  his  Forces  with  those  of  Connecticut.— 

It  appears  by  the  proceedings  of  Council  upon  this  occasion,  that  they  did  at  first  advise  the 
Gov'  to  proceed   with  the  Expedition,   provided  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  would  join  it 
representing  at  the  same  time,  the  difficulties  and  hazard  attending  such  an  expedition  at  this 
season  of  the  year;  but  upon  the  Gov"  pressing  them  to  be  explicit  in  their  advice,  they  gave 
it  ns  their  opinion,  that  fhe  attempt  was  impracticable. 

On  the  24«'«  of  March  174G.  the  Assembly  met  according  several  prorogations,  and  on  the  2,^^ 
M'  Clinton  in  a  speech  acquainted  them  that  measures  were  concerted  with  M'  Shirley  for 
posting  the  Forces  in  the  most  usefull  manner,  for  the  security  of  the  province  and  annoyance 
of  the  Knemy,  as  also  for  building  two  Forts  at  the  carrying  place  to  be  garrisoned  and  supported, 
by  the  joint  contribution  of  the  neighbouring  Colonies,  and  recommended  it  to  them  to  furnish 
their  quota  of  expence;  that  he  had  the  Mohawks  in  readiness  in  case  of  any  occasion  for  their 
service,  and  had  endeavoured  to  preserve  the  good  disposition  of  the  Five  Nations;  that  parties 
of  Indians  were  out  to  intercept  the  Knemy  near  the  Fronliers,  and  to  range  the  Woods;  that 
he  earnestly  recommended  it  to  them  to  make  further  provision  for  victualling  the  Troops,  for 
the  expence  of  preserving  the  good  disposition  of  the  Indians,  for  which  purpose  he  proposed  to 
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go  again  to  Albany,  and  to  contribute  chenrfully  to  the  Canada  Expedition  jointly  with  the 
other  Colonies,  who  had  levied  forces  for  that  service. 

On  the  Q"-  of  April  1747.  M'  Clinton  acquainted  the  Ccuncil  with  a  Message  he  had  received 
from  the  Assembly,  desiring  leave  to  adjourn  for  a  short  time,  aul  desired  their  opinion, 
whether  it  would  be  proper  to  adjourn  them  before  the  services  provided  for  by  their  resolves 
of  the  4"'  inst :  were  passed  into  a  Law ;  to  which  the  Council  replyed,  that  it  would  not  be 
adviseable  to  adjourn  them,  till  those  resolves  were  passed  into  a  Law. 

What  these  Resolves  were,  does  not  appear  upon  the  minutes  of  Council,  and  no  journal  of 
Assembly  for  that  time  has  been  transmitted  by  M'  Clinton 

On  the  24'"  M'  Clinton  sent  a  Message  to  the  Assembly  in  answer  to  their  resolves  of  the  IG"" 
inst:  wherein  they  desired  him  to  imploy  100  of  the  New  Levies,  as  Rangers  of  the  woods, 
acquainting  them,  that  when  he  was  at  Albany,  he  could  not  prevail,  on  the  people  to  go  on 
that  service  on  less  than  three  shillings  a  day  and  provisions,  on  account  of  the  expence  of 
apparel ;  that  therefore  the  New  Levies  would  think  it  hard  to  be  obliged  to  go  for  one  shilling. 
That  no  proposals  had  been  made  for  defraying  tlus  .-xpence  of  the  Officers  to  be  sent  on  so 
fatiguing  a  service  ;  that  as  they  had  asserted  that  the  new  Levies,  had  remained  hitherto 
unemployed,  he  should  lay  before  them  an  account  of  his  conduct  with  regard  to  the  Frontiers. 
That  he  had  secured  the  fidelity  of  the  Six  Nations  without  any  expence  to  the  Province;  that 
notwithstanding  the  great  labour  and  care  of  furnishing  the  Troops  with  Arms,  Amunition  ettc, 
which  likewise  was  no  expence  to  the  province,  he  had  not  neglected  sending  out  parties  to 
oppose  the  Enemy  upon  the  Frontiers;  that  after  the  enterprize  against  Canada  was  at  an  end, 
he  gave  orders  for  posting  the  Levies  in  such  manner  as  might  best  secure  the  Frontiers,  and 
fortified  a  Camp  capable  of  containing  600  Men  at  the  carrying  place;  that  Forces  did  March 
for  this  purpose,  but  by  the  interruption  of  provisions  and  other  difficulties,  that  they  were 
obliged  to  quit  that  work,  and  content  themselves  with  the  Fort  at  Saraghtoga ;  that  he  had 
posted  a  company  at  the  Mohawk  Castle,  another  between  tlial  and  Schenectady,  two  companies 
at  Schenectady,  three  at  Ganestigayune,  four  at  the  half  Moon,  two  at  Scatacook  and  three  at 
Saraghtoga;  that  he  was  sensible  other  places  ought  to  have  been  secured,  &  he  should  have 
done  it,  had  they  provided  for  the  expence.  That  he  kept  the  Indians  in  readiness  to  join  the 
King's  Troops.  That  he  had  concerted  measures  with  Gov'  Shirley  and  the  other  Governors 
who  approved  his  proposal  for  building  a  Fort  at  the  carrying  place,  which  he  had  in  vain 
recommended  to  them,  (the  Assembly);  that  their  declining  every  necessary  expence  for  the 
security  of  the  British  Colonies,  and  the  well  being  of  their  own  province,  and  also  their 
disrespectful  behaviour  to  him,  had  obliged  him  to  speak  things,  which  he  should  thought 
otherwise  prudent  to  conceal ;  that  Ir-  was  suspicious ;  that  all  the  difficulties  he  had  met  with 
in  treating  with  the  Indian?  ,iri<l  t'lgag'Mg  them  in  the  war,  arose  from  the  views,  which  a  few 
Men  of  considerable  Estates  fn.l  intenvst,  had  to  ihe'r  private  advantage  gained  by  the  Trade 
with  Canada,  which  for  tl  .o  i  ui;  j.ood  he  had  etfectually  stop't ;  That  if  these  Men  could 
have  prevailed  with  the  Indians  to  declare  for  a  neutrality,  they  hoped  to  oblige  him  to  fall 
into  the  same  measures.  That  there  was  reason  to  suspect,  that  this  scheme  was  in  concert 
with  the  Gov'  of  Canada,  from  a  Message  the  latter  had  sent  to  the  Six  Nations  at  the  Time 
of  the  last  Treaty ;  that  he  hoped  they  had  too  much  sence  of  their  duty  to  contribute  towards 
the  success  of  such  a  scheme,  as  he  had  laid  open  to  them,  &  that  they  had  a  just  abhorrence 
of  the  thoughts  of  strengthening  the  common  Enemy  to  the  Ruin  of  their  posterity,  from  a 
hope  of  private  gain. 
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That  he  should  not  be  wanting  to  do  every  thing  in  his  power/ for  the  security  of  the 

[h:e:;::ee   ' "  '^"^"'^'  "^°"  ''^™  '^  ^"-^'^  '^- '°  ---  ^^-  ^y  zz:ix 

.n?lf^  T  t  ^"^  ™u  ''u  ^''""^'y  P'"'^^"*^^  "°  '^""'b'«  Representation  to  the  Gov'  in 
answer  to  the  above  speech,  wherein  they  set  forth,  that  they  did  not  intend  to  give  him  offL  e 

hL?  If^T.        k'/""  "^'"^  '"^'«  '"'''''''"'  ^«  ^-«-«>  -•^'^'h  was  founded  on  wha    I 

empoyed.  than,  that  they  d.d  not  proceed  upon  the  Expedition  for  which  they  were  raised- 
That  they  were  sensible  that  the  fidelity  of  the  Indians  was  of  great  importance!  and   hit   hey 

of  O  Zo  a?d  foX"  ""  TT  ''•  "'"='•  '''''''"  "''^  '''  P-^'-"  -^«"-  the  For^ 
t  rontiers,  was  a  proof  of  that  opinion  ;  that  they  had  in  1745.  granted  .£1000  for  presents  over 
and  above  the  usual  allowance,  which  they  hoped  might  h.ve 'prevented  any  Lonten     Z 

ilTm^f      "•  r™"!"''  '^  ^'"  ^"^'">''  ^"'^  y^^  'h«  ^"''^-^  '-d  no7o    ersto  take  up 
the   Hatchet,  notwithstanding   his    Excellency's   declaration,   that   thev  should     Th„r.h 
gratefuly  acknowledged  the  favour  of  His  Maj'Ma  allowing  ps„ts  to  tlo«Jl' 7         t"l 

ettc.  tor  the  J\ew  Levies,  the  disbursmg  of  which  however  they  apprehend  was  of  ereat 
a  vantage  to  some  ndividuals;  They  then  reminded  him  of  the  grItuity^f  Jiooo  gi/en'  m 
at  h  first  coming  into  the  Govern'  and  the  provision  made  for  Lilding  his  house/h  ■  they 
readily  c^me  into  the  measures  for  rebuilding  and  garrisoning  the  For' at  Saraghtoga  wh  n 
destroyed  by  the  Enemy,  that  they  also  made  provision  for  building  a  Fort  at  ^h  carrying 
p  ace.  for  a  l.ne  of  Block  houses  to  be  built  upon  the  Frontiers,  and  for  viotualU  g  Garr  s  "' 
of  the  Militia  posted  therein   altho'  that  provision  had  been  applyed  to  other  purooL 

That  they  were  sensible  of  the  use  of  having  two  Forts  built  at  the  carrying  dace,  but  that 
the  expence  was  too  great  for  the  Province  to  bear;  that  however,  when'the  other  Cot  1 
would  engage  in  the  design,  they  would  willingly  be  at  a  proportionable  expence. 

Tha  as  to  any  mterruption  for  provisions  for  the  Men  Posted  to  protect  the  building  of 
Saraghtoga   .f  the  Gov'  meant  the  Commiss"s  refusal  to  deliver  provisions  contrary  to  Law 
they  had  already  given  their  opinion  by  their  resolve  of  the  7"'  of  Nov'  last  and  that  thpv  hnH 
always  thought  the  fortifying  a  Camp  at  the  carrying  place  was  as  Z^:::^:!  ^^J:^ 

That  the  sums  granted  for  New  Batterys  for  repairing  the  Fortifications,  purchasing 
Gunpowder  ettc.  together  with  ^40000  for  the  Canada  expedition  and  for  victualling  Z  Levys 
as  well  as  the  assistance  given  towards  the  Louisbourg  expedition,  were  proofs  of  tie  ^ 
Loyalty  to  His  Maj-^  and  their  zeal  for  his  service.  That  if'a  skilfu  1  Engin'eer  had  b  en 
employed  in  repairing  the  Fortifications,  a  great  deal  of  needless  expence  would  have  been  savd" 
and  hat  bey  wished  the  Engineer  sent  from  England  had  arrived  time  enoug  to  h  « 
dir  cted  the  works  now  in  hand;  and  that  when  they  had  reason  to  think  the  mLey  wou  d 

0?  Ihe'ptvLe     '"^'"'  '"''  '•"""  ''-'''  '-''  '''  P^^P'^^^^-  «^  -y  -P--  ^or  'heTood 

JIT  '^'^  ^n    '""''"  P'°''''°"  ^"^  '^^  «PP«i"tment  of  Commiss"  to  treat  with  those  of  the 
neighbouring   Govern",   touching   the   conduct  of  the  VVir  •   nnH  „  r  ! 

accordindv  h.,f  h«™  „  tu-  i^ouuuci  or   tne  War;   and  a  Commission  was    ssued 

accordingly,  but  how  nothing  came  to  be  done  upon  it.  could  only  be  conjectured. 


'Mi 


66S 


NEW- YORK  COLONIAL  MANUSCRIPTS. 


T. 


That  they  could  not  conceive,  how  tho  Gent'"  of  the  Council,  who  attended  his  Excell'''  to 
Albany  were  authorized  to  make  any  agreement  with  the  Commias"  of  the  Massachusets  Bay 
touching  the  'juilding  two  Forts  at  t  le  carrying  place  as  represented  to  them  by  His  Excel!'', 

That  as  to  the  computation  of  the  charge  of  attacking  Crown  Point,  which  had  been  laid 
before  them,  it  was  not  signed  by  any  person,  nor  did  it  appear,  which  of  the  neighbouring 
Colunii;s  were  willing  to  contribute  to  the  expence;  and  that  as  there  was  reason  to  expect 
hourly  orders  to  proceed  upon  the  Canada  Expedition,  they  hoped  they  should  be  excused 
providing  for  that  purpose. 

That  they  were  concerned,  to  find  His  ExcelKy  was  directed  by  the  Counsels  of  a  Maa 
obnoxious  to  them,  and  who  iiad  by  ill  advice  perplexed  the  affairs  of  the  Province. 

That  they  were  ignorant,  that  the  principal  Traders  and  richest  *1en  in  Albany,  did  not  wish 
well  to  the  Canada  Expedition,  and  held  corespondence  with  the  Enemy.  But  that  if  there 
were  such,  they  ought  to  be  brought  to  Trial,  for  so  heinous  a  Crime. 

That  whoever  instilled  such  notions  into  His  Excell'''  grossly  abused  his  confidence. 

That  it  was  with  abhorrence  they  received  the  thoughts,  of  any  design  to  enable  the  common 
Enemy  to  overpower  their  own  Brethren,  a  part  of  their  own  Nation,  and  that  [they]  believed 
there  was  no  colour  for  such  suspicion. 

That  as  to  what  his  Excell''  had  said  concerning  Popish  Emissaries  and  the  danger  to  be  feared 
from  them,  is  suited  exactly  with  the  character  of  a  person  at  Albany,  much  favoured  by  his 
Excell'J'  and  intrusted  with  the  afi'airs  of  the  Indians;  and  that  the  employing  private  persons 
in  these  affairs  without  the  knowledge  of  Commiss"  appointed  for  that  purpose,  was  a  means 
of  much  distraction  and  difficultys  therein. 

That  they  should  have  enquired  into  the  misconduct  of  the  Indian  AfJUirs,  had  the  proper 
papers  been  laid  before  them  as  waa  promised. 

That  they  believed  there  were  Men  amongst  them  who  by  low,  wicked  arts,  disturbed  the 
peace  of  the  people,  and  that  they  hoped  his  Excell"^''  would  make  such  an  one  (for  such  au  one 
they  believed  there  was)  feel  his  just  resentment. 

That  they  hoped  His  Excell'''  had  heard,  that  the  goods  given  by  him  to  the  Indians  in  1745 
did  not  amount  to  one  third  of  the  sum  allowed  by  the  Assembly  ;  that  it  had  also  been  rumoured, 
that  he  had  sold  French  and  Spanish  prisoners  to  Flags  of  Truce  for  several  pistoles  a  head, 
which  wicked  rumours  they  thought  it  their  duty,  out  of  regard  to  his  honour  and  interest,  to 
acquaint  him  with,  that  the  vile  authors  of  them  might  be  punished. 

Upon  receiving  this  llepreseiitation  the  (Jov'  acquainted  the  Assembly,  that  he  should  lay  it 
before  His  Maj"-  and  his  Ministers,  and  blamed  them  for  not  entering  it  upon  the  minutes  of 
their  proceedings. 

The  Gov'  then  adjourned  them  to  the  2"*  day  of  June.     . 

With  the  above  Report,  M'  Clinton  also  transmitted  a  paper  containing  his  remarks 
thereupon  ;  wherein  it  is  observed. 

That  at  the  opening  of  the  Nfw  Session  the  Assembly  in  all  their  proceedings,  shewed  their 
disposition  and  intention  of  disturbim?  the  peace  of  the  Gov'  by  laying  in  his  way  all  the 
diHiculties  they  could,  and  therefore,  their  excuse  of  not  intending  to  give  oilVnce  could 
not  pass. 

'I'hat  as  to  their  making  liia  having  employed  the  F.evys  as  Hangers,  the  foundation  of  their 
refusal  to  make  provision  for  that  service,  the  inconveniencies  attending  what  he  had  done, 
determined  iiim  not  to  do  the  like  again. 
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That  he  was  greatly  surprised,  that,  after  all  the  signal  services  he  had  done  the  Province 
w,  h  respeci  to  the  Indians,  the  Assembly  should  lessen  that  service,  by  an  insinuation  that  the 
Indians  had  not  entered  into  the  War  against  the  French  Indians,  tho'  actually  at  War  with 
the  r  rench. 

That  it  was  true,  the  Indians  did  at  present  act  only  as  Auxiliaries,  but  they  might  have 
been  engaged  as  pnncpals,  and  totally  secured  to  the  province,  had  not  the  Assembly  refused 
to  give  them  assistance.  ^  "='"="=" 

thJ.t?^'  f  r'"r  ^''  '^'^■•''°;/^''''  "'«  ^^oj'^  'J"-«'=ted  presents  to  be  made  to  the  Indians  at 

IrnviHi^  r     .  """'  ^"^'''  ""'^  •"'^'"^'^'^  °"'y'°  P«"'''^«  'heir  own  neglect  in  not 

providing  for  the  service.  ® 

That  their  assertion  that  they  had  made  as  ample  provision  for  him  as  had  ever  been  made 
for  any  of  his  predecessors  is  also  false;  since  the  support  of  former  Gov"  has  usua  ly  en 
g  anted  for  hve  years,  and  his  only  (rom  year  to  year ;  that  they  had  deprived  him  of  ma  y 
advantages  &  restrained  the  support  of  Govern-  in  an  unusual  manner  by  making  themselv  I 

'no  b!n  If  i^  """"•  """  °' ''"  "'""^  ""'  ""^^'^^  '"'^y  '"-'''"1 '  ''^-'  he  had  received 
and  that  alMh  M  '""'  """'«  '°  ^""  ''"  ^  '^'^"^^'  '''  """««  ''eing  yet  uninhabitable, 
and  that  all  their  Messages  ettc.  sufficiently  contradict  all  professions  of  respect  for  his  p.  oon 

wastot  teVbr"  T  '""'"'  ""  '"""  ''"'•'^°"  '''""  «^^^g'''°S''  -««  because  the  place 
was  not  tenable  against  a  superior  force. 

That  as  he  had  yielded  to  the  Assembly's  naming  Commiss"  for  erecting  Forts  and 
Blockhouses,  the  wavering  and  changing  of  measures  relating  to  those  Forts  should  not  be 
imputed  to  him,  but  to  those  Commissioners. 

That  it  was  never  intended  to  maintain  (Jarrisons  in  the  Forts  proposed  to  be  built  at  the 

S^fi^ati::*""^"^"^"^^"  ''-'  ^■^'^-^•-  -'  therefor:  tlfe  Assembly,  excuse  is 

iZtZn  'l  ^''«  ^^^^'^'"'•'y'^  ■'»««»^'-'*o".  that  he  had  not  told  them,  which  of  tho  neighbouring 
Gove  n"  had  contributed  to  the  expence  of  building  these  Forts,  he  referred  to  his  speech  a' 
the  opening  of  the  session.  ' 

That  the  reason  why  the  estimate  given  in  was  not  signed  was,  that  as  Commiss"  were 
appointed  to  treat  with  those  of  the  Massachusets  Ray,  the  Council  who  attended  him  at  Albany 
and  who  prepared  this  Kstimate,  ,lid  not  care  to  sign  it.  least  it  should  he  suspected,  that  they 
had  taken  upon  them  an  authority  not  vested  in  them. 

That  the  ..^t  of  their  observations  on  this  head  showed  only  their  desi-e.  to  assume  the 
direction  of  Military,  as  well  as  Civil  aniiirs. 

That  as  to  the  Assemhly'H  recounting  the  provision  they  had  made  during  the  War,  it  w  is 
evasive.  08  the  charge  against  them  was  for  neglecting  what  was  at  present  recomnieuled  to 
them,  which  cannot  be  denied.  "•■"fiiiitu  lo 

FoTi'ifll,?"  """T.  "'"i"'  y  "'""'''  '"^  "''""  •'''"  '■"■•  'h"  ''iunders  in  repairing  the 
to  l.hcations.  ought  justly  lo  be  lai.l  upon  the  Commiss-  appointe.l  by  themselves. 

c^i^:::::::^:^:'''"'''  "^  "^  "-^^  -^ ''-  ""'"'"'"^'"" '-  ^-''"«  --^^  ^"e  o.her 

II J  m'.!'."""  ^•'f  ,'■"'' "''°»1  P"™'".  '-y  wl.om  they  suppose  Mm  to  be  advised,  arose  not  from 
the  Members  of  the  Assembly,  but  Iron,  other  persons,  who  were   known  to  be  princin 
compilers  of  their  Uepresentulion.  "wn  lo  oe  printipal 
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That  as  to  the  assertion,  that  a  perfect  harmony  subsisted  before  this  person  was  employed, 
Ihey  had  forgot  the  blame,  that  justly  fell  upon  them,  both  from  himself  and  the  Council  so 
early  as  May  1746.  for  their  encroachments  upon  the  just  prerogative  of  the  Crown ;  and  he 
refers  to  his  speech  to  them,  and  the  Council's  censure  of  their  conduct  at  that  time; 
some  of  the  persons,  who  then  agreed  in  passing  that  censure,  being  the  Compilers  of 
their  Representation. 

That  as  to  his  assertion,  that  the  people  of  Albany  did  not  wish  well  to  the  expedition,  but 
endeavoured  a  neutrality  with  the  French,  it  had  good  foundation  from  them  neglecting  to  build 
Forts,  altho'  money  was  granted  for  that  purpose ;  from  the  answer  given  by  the  Indians  when 
pressed  to  enter  into  the  War  in  1745,  that  they  would  first  send  to  Canada  to  demand 
satisfaction  for  the  hostilities,  which  was  declared  to  be  suggested  by  them  by  the  people  of 
Albany ;  and  from  a  certificate,  that  all  the  disorders,  which  happened  amongst  the  Troops 
in  Albany,  arose  from  false  Reports  industriously  spread  amongst  them  by  the  people  of 
that  Country. 

That  this  his  opinion  was  not  suggested  to  him  by  the  Person  charged  therewith,  was 
evident  from  his  Message  of  the  23''''  August  1745.  when  he  was  not  supposed  to  be  iniiuenced 
by  him. 

That  as  to  the  character  and  circumstances  of  a  person  at  Albany,  that  person  was  never 
employed  by  him,  but  was  Commiss'  from  the  Massachusets  Bay,  and  represented  to  have 
done  them  signal  service. 

That  as  to  their  Assertion  of  being  prevented  from  enquiring  into  Indian  Affairs  by  a 
prorogation,  before  the  papers,  they  asked  for,  were  laid  before  them,  it  was  false,  in  as  much 
as  tl)e  Assembly  had  alter  their  message  never  called  for  those  papers,  which  shewed  they 
never  designed  to  make  such  enquiry. 

That  as  to  their  insinuation  of  the  presents  given  to  the  Indians  in  1745  falling  short  of  the 
sums  allowed  by  them,  he  must  observe,  how  unbecoming  it  was  to  asperse  him  on  common 
Report,  when  it  was  in  their  power  to  have  examined  into  this  affair  long  before  they  published 
this  Representation ;  that  upon  hearing  this  Report,  soon  after  his  return  from  Albany,  he  had 
for  his  own  justification,  and  the  satisfaction  of  the  publick,  ordered  accounts  of  the  presents 
given  to  be  made  out,  and  delivered  to  several  of  the  members  of  the  Council. 

That  as  to  the  assertion  concerning  the  sale  of  Prisoners  to  Flags  of  Truce,  it  was  not 
possible  to  make  any  answer  to  it,  since  it  could  not  be  discovered,  upon  what  grounds  such  a 
Report  was  raised ;  that  the  advantage  of  Flags  of  Truce  is  greater,  when  they  carry  few, 
than  when  they  carry  many  and  therefore  it  could  not  be  imagined,  what  should  induce  the 
owner  of  such  vessel  lo  give  gratuity  for  prisoners. 

M'  Cliiiton  closes  his  remarks  with  compliiining.  that  the  Assembly  took  all  possible  means 
to  prevent  his  seeing  their  representation  before  tiiey  presented  it,  that  it  might  be  published 
before  he  could  answer  it. 

On  the  SO""  of  April  1747.  M'  Clinton  gave  his  assent  to  an  Act  for  purchasing  a  further 
supply  of  I'rovisions  for  the  Troops  raised  for  the  Canada  Kxpedition,  by  which  the 
Commissioners  named  in  former  Acts,  past  for  this  purpose  are  directed  to  deliver  the  provisions 
to  such  persons  as  should  be  appointed  by  His  Miijesty  for  the  service  of  the  Canada  expedition, 
and  to  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever. 

On  the  il"^  of  June  1747.  the  Assembly  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  M'  Clinton  sent 
them  a  Message,  together  willt  several  leltera  auJ  papers  relating  lo  the  Stale  and  condition  of 
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tZlZ    ^       y,  r^'  '"^  "''  '"''''"^  '^'''  ^^'^  '^^PP^'^«^  ^''^^^  f«r  want  of  their  pay. 

In  th.8  Message  he  urged  to  them,  how  much  the  safety  of  the  province  was  concerned,  and 
how  encumbent  ,t  was  on  them  to  provide  against  evils,  which  could  only  be  prevented  by 
the.r  speedy  and  sufficient  assistance;  he  acquainted  them,  that  he  had  already  engagd  his 
pnvate  fortune  for  his  Majesty's  service,  and  was  willing  to  do  every  thing  that  cLldTreason 

on'  Z"  :  h'  ''''  ''  '^T'  "''""  "°'  ^'^^"^"^  «"  •"-•^  --^^^  -  ^^oM  be  neceTsary 

indemnifi  H  r"'  ','  "''  "^'^  ''  '^^^^  ^'"«  ^«^  ^^  -".  P-^ided.  his  family  might  be 
his  CouncU.  -"-'^"ences  of  what  he  had  done  or  should  do  by  the   advice  of 

On  the  4'^  a  Committee  of  the  whole  house  upon  the  above  message  and  papers.  Reported 
the.rop.mon   that,  according  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle's  letter  of  tlfe  9-  Aprfl  1746.  ft  wis 
no     he  K.ng's  .ntention.  that  the  province  should  contribute  or  adva,.ce  any  pay  to  the ^0!' 
but  that  they  should  supply  them  with  provisions.  J  P  y  10  me  r  orces. 

That  the  care  of  the  pay  was  the  Governor's  province,  who  might  draw  Bills  for  that 
purpose  and  that  the  Gov- desire  of  an  Indemnification  implied  such  a  distrust  of  the  Kig 
as  ought  not  to  be  suggested.  ^ 

wiJlout  t'„''7"'  ^'Tr  ':  ^""  ^"'  °"  '°  P''^^«'"S  ^"  °"'=-'°"  -««  unreasonable  and 
fT^I^T  '  ^"\^'^''''; 'f -y  •^^'l  consequcces  should  ensue  to  the  province  from  the 
Forces  not  being  paid,  he  alone  would  be  to  blame. 

These  opinions  being  agreed  to,  nem  :  con  :  were  sent  up  to  the  Go-,  who  on  the  next  day 
adjourned  the  Assembly  to  the  15-  June;  but  no  Journals  of  the  Assembly  of  that  time  have 
been  transmitted  to  the  Board. 

On  the  19">  of  June  M'  Clinton  acquainted  the  Council,  that  he  intended  to  embark  for 
Albany  that  day,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  the  mutiny,  that  had  happened  among  the  New 
Levies,  and  recomme,.ded  to  them,  the  conservation  of  the  pe.ce  of  the  City,  and,  if  any  thing 
extraordinary  shoud  happen,  to  meet,  and  consult,  and  take  such  steps,  as  they  should  think 
expedient  for  His  Maj'>'  service,  giving  him  the  earliest  notice  thereof. 

M'  Clinton  in  a  letter  to  the  Board  of  Trade  dated  22"-  June  1747  observes,  that  the  publick 
aflairs  were  reduced  to  such  a  state,  the  King's  authority  despised,  and  the  Govern'  w.este.i 
out  of  his  hands  by  the  violence  of  a  Faction  ;  that  he  could  not  answer  for  the  safety  of  the 
province  without  the  interposition  of  His  Maj",  and,  that  the  Board  might  be  the  better  Judges 
of  the  State  o  the  Province,  he  should  lay  before  them  a  Narrative  of  transactions  since  he 
entered  upon  the  (iovern*. 

That  affairs  had  been  distracted  by  parties  in  M'  Clark's  administration,  who  .nade  large 

concessions  to  the  Assembly ;  that  being  at  his  arrival  a  stranger  to  the  people,  it  was  necessary 

or   |,„n  to  conhde  in  one  person;    that  M'  De  Lancey.  having   the   greatest  property  and 

onneclions  and  a  knowledge  in  the  Law,  was  the  person  he  chose  to  place  confidence  in,  that 

he  advised  him  to  accept  his  salary  from  year  to  year  upon  pretence,  that  when  he  had  gained 

he  atlect.ons  of  the  people,  it  woiii.i  be  easier  to  break  thro'  their  usurpations;  that  he  did 

this  v.ew  to  put   the    power  of  (.oven.,  into  the  hands  of  a  Faction;  that  to  forward   this 

view,  in  the  Bills  lor  support  of  (ioveri,',  tl...  HalarieP  of  Otlicers  were  not  alKxed  to  the  Office 

.on„...„H„„...   but  to  thcpeuon  in  Ofic.  whereby  the  Crown  was  deprived  of  those  appointment 

and  the  nomination  of  them  vested  in  the  Faction  and  their  dependants;  that  in  these  Acts 

they  also  gave  rewar.ls  for  extraor.liiiary  services  to  be  pai.I  without  a  warrant  from  the  (Jov'; 

'Sir  Th...  wor,I,  „..  in  Onv.  .■li,„„„V  ,1,.„,„.,.|,  ,.,  ,|,.  I.,,,.!.  ..f  T,.,!.,  „r  ,,.  ,,, ,747.     .^upra,  p.  151.  -  Uu 
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that  the  Assembly  took  into  their  own  hands  the  custody  of  all  the  stores  of  War,  distinguishing 
them  from  those  sent  by  His  Majesty,  by  the  name  of  Colony  Stores ;  that  they  assumed  the 
direction  of  Fortifications  the  Nomination  of  Gunners  and  other  Officers,  and  directed  them  to 
be  paid  without  warrant  from  him ;  that  they  raised  and  employed  companies  of  Militia,  and 
put  the  money  for  payment  of  them  into  the  hands  of  persons  appointed  by  themselves ;  that 
if  it  should  be  asked,  why  he  suffered  this,  the  Exigency  of  the  times  and  the  danger  to  be 
apprehended  from  the  Enemy,  obliged  him  to  submit  to  it ;  that  tho'  M'  De  Lancey  at  first, 
represented  these  things  as  usurpations,  and  advised  him  to  dissolve  the  Assembly,  yet  in  the 
next  Assembly  he  supported  those  very  measures;  and  it  was  found,  that  his  only  reasons  for 
such  advice  was  to  get  rid  of  the  Speaker,  who  opposed  his  growing  power ;  that  in  order 
further  to  secure  power  to  himself,  he  formed  an  united  Committee  of  Council  and  Assembly ; 
that  the  people  were  well  pleased  with  the  intended  expedition  against  Canada,  but  it  being 
contrary  to  the  views  of  the  Faction  that  he  should  gain  any  credit  in  it,  they  soon  curb'd  the 
zeal  of  the  Assembly,  representing  that  it  was  sufficient  to  make  provision  for  levying  Forces 
and  victualling  them,  no  more  being  expected  by  the  Crown.  But  their  Chief  hopes  were, 
that  he  would  not  be  able  to  engage  the  Six  Nations  in  the  War ;  that  the  Assembly  insisted  that 
H  was  intended,  that  the  presents  for  those  Indians,  were  to  be  at  the  expence  of  the  Crown, 
tho'  the  practice  had  always  been  to  the  contrary  ;  that  such  of  the  Members  of  the  Council 
as  were  of  tiiis  Faction  refused  to  attend  him  to  his  Treaty  with  the  Indians  in  1745.  in 
expectation  of  his  gaining  discredit  thereby  ;  that  it  was  proved  by  their  publick  discourse,  by 
their  assuming  to  themselves  the  name  of  a  Council,  while  he  was  in  the  province,  by  their 
corresponding  with  the  Neighbouring  Governors,  and  by  issuing  orders  to  the  Militia  and 
Gunners  of  the  Forts,  which  orders  were  even  given  out  after  his  return  to  New  York,  without 
being  communicated  to  him  ;  that  the  proofs  of  these  things  would  evidently  appear  from  the 
minutes  of  Council  and  Assembly  and  other  papers  he  had  transmitted,  and  by  the  remarks  he 
intended  to  make  thereupon;  that  the  views  of  the  Faction  were  also  further  proved  by  the 
messages  and  Representations  of  the  Assembly,  having  been  drawn  up  by  M'  Horsmanden, 
M'  De  Lancey  &  M'  Murray. 

That  he  must  confess  indeed,  that  the  Chief  strength  of  the  Faction  arose  from  an  Act  of 
imprudence  in  himself  in  giving  M'  De  Lancey  a  Commission  of  Chief  Justice  during  life, 
whereby,  he  had  gained  great  influence ;  that  the  reasons  for  making  Judges  in  England  for 
life,  did  not  extend  to  the  plantations,  tho'  he  was  made  to  believe  they  did;  that  the  Chief 
Justice,  belbre  he  gi anted  him  that  Commission,  always  show'd  himself  ready  to  serve  him, 
but  as  soon  as  he  obtained  it,  put  himself  at  the  head  of  the  Faction,  and  ever  since  he  has  been 
in  power,  continual  schemes  have  been  formed,  to  weaken  the  power  and  authority  of  Govern', 
and  alter  the  Constitution. 

He  then  submits  to  the  Board, whether,  as  the  forms  of  Commiss""  cannot  be  altered  without 
Act  of  parliament,  thai  be  not  a  sufficient  ground  to  revoke  this,  and  observes,  that  it  would  be 
in  vain  to  remove  M'  De  Lancey  from  the  Council,  while  his  power  of  Chief  Justice  remained. 
Mr  Clinton  in  another  letter  to  the  Lioani,  dated  S,'4"'ol  July,  recoMmends  the  distracted  slate  of 
the  province  to  their  consideration  ;  he  also  acquaints  tiiem,  that  the  laying  aside  the  Expedition 
last  year,  had  greatly  disconteiited  the  Indians,  and  that,  unless  some  enterprise  was  undertaken, 
there  was  danger  of  losing  them  ;  that  he  should  therefore  propose  to  the  Assembly  to  undertake 
Homething  of  that  sort,  but  that  he  almost  despaired  of  success.  That  two  Nations  in  tho 
FrtMii'h  interest  had  lifen  prevailed  upon  to  come  over  to  the  English,  &  he  should  endeavour 
to  have  them  supplied  with  such  necesHuries  as  they  might  want. 
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On  the  28'"  of  July  1747.  Mr  Clinton  laid  before  the  Council  three  letters  from  M'  Shirley 
acquainting  him,  that  the  Massachusets  Bay,  had  appointed  Commiss"  to  meet  others  to  be 
named  by  the  other  neighbouring  Govern''  at  New  York  the  2°-  of  Sept'  following,  to  settle 
the  plan  of  operations,  the  quotas  of  Men  and  money  and  every  thing  relating  to  the  intended 
expedition  against  Crown  Point,  the  reduction  of  which  was  so  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
security  of  the  Western  frontier,  that  he  had  summoned  the  Gen'  Court  of  his  Govern'  and 
should  urge  to  them  in  the  strongest  manner  the  prosecution  of  this  enterprise,  and  desiring 
M  Clinton  to  recommend  it  to  his  Assembly  to  acquaint  the  six  Nations  with  the  design,  and 
m  the  nieant.me  to  order  a  party  of  100  Men  to  Range  between  Saraghtoga  and  the  Massachusets 
Fort.  Whereupon  the  Council  advised,  that  a  plan  of  operations,  should  be  immediately 
drawn  up  by  themselves,  and,  if  approved  by  the  Gov'  sent  to  M'  Shirley,  who  should  be  also 
acquainted,  that  the  New  Levies  were  ordered  to  be  encamped. 

On  the  1"  of  August  the  Council  having  prepared  a  plan  of  operations,  it  was  read  at  that 
Board  ana  -pproved. 

On  the  3r"  Estimate  of  the  expence  of  this  Expedition  were  laid  before  the  Council,  and  M' 
Cl.nton  having  acquainted  lliem,  that  there  was  great  danger  of  losing  the  Indians,  unless  some 
enterprise  against  the  French  should  be  executed  that  year,  again  desired  their  opinion  on  the 
aforementioned  letters,  from  M'  Shirley,  and  was  advised  to  recommend  to  the  several  Govern" 
to  the  southward  to  concurr  in  the  appointment  of  Commiss"  to  meet  at  New  York,  and  to  lay 
M'  bh.riey's  letter  before  the  Assembly,  together  with  the  said  estimates,  to  acquaint  them  that 
he  was  determined  to  employ  the  Forces  in  the  province  in  this  expedition,  and  to  recommend 
It  to  them  to  make  eU'ectual  provision  for  it. 

Accordingly  on  the  4"-  M^  Clinton  sent  a  Message  to  the  Assembly  together  with  a  copy  of 

M'  Shirley's  letter,  and  acquainted  them  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Council  thereupon,  and 

urged  to  them  the  immediate  necessity  of  undertaking  some  enterprize.  and  the  particular  good 

that  would  result  to  the  Province  from  the  execution  of  this.     He  told  them,  that  the  whole 

expence  was  estimated  at  .£14000  and  exhorted  them  to  take  such  a  share  of  that  expence,  that 

the  other  Govern"  might  be  encouraged  chearlu'ly  to  take  the  remainder;  that  he  had  the 

strongest  assurances  of  the   hearty  Assistance  of  the  Six  Nations,  and   had   hopes  of  several 

other  Nations  formerly  atached  to  the  French,  but  that  all  interest  and  esteem  among  them 

would  be  lost  by  a  longer  inactivity.     He  desired  their  immediate  deliberations  and  resolves 

on  these  matters,  and  told  them,  that  the  Massachusets  and  Connecticut,  had  already  advanced 

large  sums  to  encourage  the  Six  Nations  in  their  zeal  for  this  Enterprize. 

On  the  6'"  the  Assembly,  on  consideration  of  M'  Clinton's  Message,  came  to  the  following 
Uesolul'":  '^ 

That  they  would  chearfully  contribute  their  just  proportion  of  any  sums  they  should  Judge 
necessary  for  any  well  concerted  scheme. 

That  to  consent  to  raise  monies  on  their  Constituents,  on  pretence  of  anoying  the  Enemy. 
without  knowing  on  what  grounds,  and  for  what  reasons,  would  be  to  betray  their  Trust 

That  they  knew  not  what  sums  the  Massachusets  Bay  and  Connecticut  might  have  given  for 
the  encouragement  of  the  (n.iians.  but  were  persuaded,  New  York  iiad  given  more  than  both 
those  Colonies  for  securing  them  in  the  British  Interest,  and  that  the  Gov'  best  knew  how  the 
sums  given  had  been  applied. 

That  New  York  ought  not  to  bear  more  than  one  third  of  the  Expence.  win, '.  proportion 
they  would  chearfully  contribute;  but  that  the  Govern"  to  the  Westward  ought  also  to  bear  a 
ihare  of  it,  by  which  means  each  respective  third  part  would  be  lessened. 
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On  the  22"''  of  August  M""  Clinton  laid  before  the  Council  a  paper  containing  the 
apprehensions  he  was  under  for  the  security  of  the  frontiers,  and  acquainting  them  that  he 
could  no  longer  find  provisions  for  the  Forces  at  Albany,  nor  continue  the  expence  the  Crown 
had  heen  at  in  securing  the  fidelity  of  the  Indians,  and  desiring  them  to  consider  these  matters, 
as  well,  as  the  State  of  the  Garrison  at  Saraghtoga,  and  give  him  their  advice  upon  them. 

This  paper  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  Council. 

On  the  25"*  the  Council  presented  an  address  to  H'  Clinton,  setting  forth  the  dangers  to 
which  they  apprehend  the  City  of  Albany  to  be  exposed,  by  the  withdrawing  the  Forces 
posted  at  the  Northward  of  that  City,  and  incamping  them  ;  the  many  objections  they  had  to 
the  disposition  that  had  been  made  of  them,  and  the  dangerous  consequences  they  expected 
from  it;  and  desiring  him  to  post  such  numbers  of  the  New  Levies  in  Albany,  and  to  the 
Northward  of  that  City  as  might  secure  the  same,  &  ease  the  distressed  Inhabitants.  To  this 
address  M'  Clinton  only  answered,  that  he  should  have  expected  to  have  been  informed  of  the 
subject-matter  of  it,  before  it  was  presented  ;  but  that  he  should  duly  consider  it,  and  have  a 
constant  regard  to  tlie  ease  and  security  of  the  Province.  But  in  a  narrative  of  the  case,  on 
which  this  address  was  formed  (which  he  transmitted  to  the  Board  of  Trade  in  Sept'  1747)  he 
observes,  that  'twas  by  the  advice  of  the  Council  that  the  Farces  were  encamped,  and  that  his 
orders  left  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  commanding  Officer  to  chuse  the  ground.  Tiiat 
notwithstanding  their  desire  to  throw  a  Slur  upon  that  Officer,  he  was  fully  satisfied,  that  the 
Forces,  when  encamped  were  better  disposed  for  the  security  of  Albany  than  they  had  been 
before.  That  he  was  convinced  this  address  was  only  designed  to  raise  clamour  and 
disaffection,  not  to  redress  any  misconduct ;  for,  if  that  had  been  their  intention,  they  would 
have  applied  to  him  in  a  proper  manner  at  their  meetings  in  Council. 

On  the  28""  of  August,  M'  Horsmanden  chairman  of  the  Committee  appointed  on  the  22"'' 
to  consider  of  the  paper  that  day  delivered  to  them  by  M'  Clinton,  read  and  presented  to  His 
ExcelK^  their  Report  thereupon  ;  but  a  debate  arising,  whether  the  Report  should  be  received 
or  not,  M'  Clinton  said  he  should  take  further  time  to  consider  of  it. 

It  does  not  appear  by  tiie  Minutes  of  the  Council  that  it  ever  was  received  — 

On  the  same  day  M'  Clinton,  sent  a  Message  to  the  Assembly,  acquainting  them,  that  he 
could  no  longer  continue  the  expences  he  had  undertaken  at  the  charge  of  the  Crown  of 
furnishing  with  provisions  the  Independent  Companies  and  New  Levies,  made  in  the  Southern 
Colonies,  of  securing  the  fidelity  of  the  Indians,  nor  of  sending  out  parties;  that  he  therefore 
recommended  to  them  to  find  supplies  for  these  purposes  for  two  months,  by  which  time  he 
hoped  to  be  able  to  tell  them  the  King's  pleasure  with  regard  to  the  Forces  at  Albany,  and 
whether  any  of  the  neighbouring  Govern"  would  contribute  to  any  of  these  expences.  That 
he  could  no  longer  continue  the  expence  of  transporting  provisions  to  Saraghtoga  and  relieving 
that  Fort ;  that  they  must  therefore  provide  for  those  expences  which  were  greatly  increased 
since  the  Enemy's  incursion  on  Burnet's  field. 

On  the  2"''  Sept'  a  Committee  of  the  whole  house  upon  the  above  Message,  came  to  the 
following  resolutions: 

That  the  Four  Independent  Companies  of  Fuzileers,  ought  subsist  themselves  out  of  their 
pay,  as  they  have  always  done  unless  posted  in  remote  Garrisons  ;  that  in  such  case  the  Colony 
ever  had  and  still  would  supply  them  with  provisions. 

That  the  Colony  having  always  supplied  its  own  New  Levies  with  provisions,  it  was 
unreasonable  they  should  he  hurthened  with    those  of  the   Southern  Colonies,  whose  duty 


< 


ining  tlie 
a  that  lie 
he  Crown 
e  matters, 
lem. 

langers  to 
le  Forces 
ey  had  to 
■  expected 
ind  to  the 
.  To  this 
led  of  tlie 
nd  have  a 
e  case,  on 
'  1747)  he 
d  that  his 
id.  Tiiat 
I,  that  the 
hiid  been 
mour  and 
hey  would 

in  the  22"'' 
ted  to  His 
e  received 


n, that  he 
Crown  of 
i  Southern 
B  therefore 
ch  time  he 
Ibany,  and 
:e8.  That 
d  relieving 
r  increased 

me  to  the 

ut  of  their 
the  Colony 

ns,  it  was 
fhose  duly 


LONDON  DOCUMENTS:     XXX. 


669 


it  was.  according  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle's  letter,  to   supply  each  of  its  own  forces 
with  provisions.  lorces 

That  the  Gov".  Message  of  the  18-  June  1746.  having  informed  them,  that  he  had  the  King's 
orders  to  make  such  presents  to  the  Six  Nations  as  might  effectually  engage  them  in  the  war 
he  ought  to  obey  those  orders,  till  they  were  countermanded,  especially  as'the  Colony  was  no' 
able  to  bear  that  expence.  /       ■>  uut 

That  the  Gov  might  safely  continue  the  expence  of  relieving  the  Garrison  at  Saraghtoga 
rreir:re?ordr'^'""^  ''''-'  ^"  '''  '"-"-  '^  '^'  ^^-^'y  '--  ^<"  ^^  ^^^ 
at  Oswego  ''^'^'"°"''  '""'''""'  '^"""^^  ^'  "'"'^'  ""  *^'  Contractor  for  victualling  the  Garrison 

That  provision  shall  be  made  for  the  pay  and  subsistance  of  160  Rangers  for  60  days  to 
scour  the  woods  in  the  County  of  Albany.  ^ 

The  whole  house  having  agreed  to  these  resolutions  sent  them  up  to  the  Gov'  desiring  him 
to  give  orders  for  levying  and  sending  out  the  said  150  Rangers  with  all  dispatch. 

of  the  sa,d  Rangers  for  50  days,  and  ^231.4'  for  supplying  them  with  provisions,  and  ordered 
a  Bill  to  be  brought  in  for  that  purpose.  They  also  resolved  to  address  the  Gov',  that  in  as 
much  as  there  was  reason  to  believe  the  Garrison  at  Saraghtoga  would  soon  be  obliged  to 
desert  for  want  of  provisions,  he  would  give  directions  for  the  relief  of  that  garrison,  least  the 
Fort  ettc.  should  fall  into  the  Enemy's  hands.  That,  if  the  New  Jersey  forces  could  be  no 
longer  continued  there,  he  would  send  a  sufficient  Number  of  the  New  Levies  to  that  Fort  for 
us  security ;  or  if  he  had  no  longer  the  power  of  disposing  of  the  New  Levies,  that  100  Men 
of  the  Independent  Companies  might  be  posted  there,  and  that  they  would  make  an  allowance 
for  supplying  them  with  provisions.  "wmice 

of?hVS»/T'?K  ^-""'°"'  'u.'  ^^""''^'  '°  '^'  ^^^^'"^'y-  «'^q»^i"ted  them,  that  their  resolves 
of  the  2  Inst:  had  g.ven  hmi  great  concern  for  the  safety  of  the  province,  and  reiterated  his 
deniands  of  the  28.-  of  August.  He  told  them,  that  their  refusals  would  oblige  him  either  to 
withdraw  the  Garrisons  or  suffer  the  Forts  to  be  deserted.  That  notwithstanding  the  industry 
with  which  doubts  oh.s  success  with  the  Indians  were  propagated,  the  good 'effects  of  the 
iTJffZT"  now  sutficently  evident,  and  that  the  King  having  at  a  great  expence,  recovered 
he  affecuons  of  the  Indians,  might  justly  expect  them,  to  be  at  the  charge  of  preserving 
them.  I  hat  he  insisted  on  their  making  provisions  at  least  for  two  months  for  those  services 
he  had  recommended  to  them  ;  that  if  they  continued  to  refuse  these  supplies,  they  must  be 
answerable  for  all  the  misfortunes  that  might  fall  on  the  province  in  consequen'ce  of  suTh  g Let 
T  at  unless  the  affection  o    the  Indians  was  secured,  it  would  be  impossible  to  preserve' 

to  u;;:!!;::'  ''■   '""'""  ^°"'' "°'  ""'^^-^  ''•  ''■  ^'^^  '^'  «*-"  ^  p-p-  --er 

On  the  11.^.  the  Assembly  resolved  to  address  M' Clinton  on  the  subject  of  the  Fort  and 

On  the  U    a  Committee  of  the  whole  house  on  the  Gov-  Message  of  the  lO-  came  to  the 
following  resolutions. 

oud.Tnol't?,'"'"  ^'7V°t'"'  '^"^  ^""^  Independent  Companies  was  unreasonable,  and 
ought  not  to  be  complied  with. 

That  the  demand  of  Provisions  for  the   Levies  raised  in  the  Southern  Colonies  was  also 
unreasonable  and  would,  if  granted,  he  a  precedent  very  prejudicial  to  the  Province 
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That  the  King's  orders  to  make  presents  to  the  Indians,  as  mentioned  in  the  Gov'*  Message, 
of  tlie  IS"-  June  1746,  did,  in  their  opinion  still  subsist. 

That  they  ought  seriously  to  consider  the  inhancement  of  the  price  of  provisions  for  the 
Garrison  at  Oswego;  and  if  the  contractor  should  appear  to  be  a  sufferer,  to  do  therein  what 
should  seem  reasonable. 

That  an  address  be  presented  to  the  Gov'  concerning  these  Resolutions. 

On  the  12">  M"'  Clinton  suspended  M'  Horsmanden  from  his  seat  in  Council,  who  desired  a 
copy  of  the  reasons  for  his  suspension. 

On  the  22"''  M'  Livingston  and  M'  Murray  of  the  Council  and  M'  Verplank  and  M'  Cruger  of 
the  general  Assembly  were  appointed  Commiss"  to  meet  those  of  the  other  Colonies,  to  concert 
measures  for  the  prosecution  of  the  War,  and  encouragement  of  the  Indians. 

M'  Clinton  in  his  letter  to  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  a?"-  Sept'  1747.  complains  greatly  of 
the  most  unreasonable  and  unjustifiable  opposition  he  had  met  with.  He  says  that  he  had 
several  times  passed  over  the  most  scandalous  and  false  reflections  thrown  by  the  Assembly  on 
his  person  and  Administration,  and  begun  a  new,  as  if  no  such  injuries  had  been  done,  that 
their  behaviour  could  only  proceed,  from  the  most  malicious  spirit  of  wicked  Men,  whose 
design  it  was,  to  wrest  the  King's  authority  out  of  the  hands  of  his  Officers,  and  to  place  the 
Administration  in  a  popular  Faction ;  that  they  had  refused  to  contribute  anything  towards 
retaining  the  Indians  any  longer  in  their  engagements,  and  were  endeavouring  to  throw  that 
and  every  other  expence  of  the  intended  expedition  against  Canada,  upon  the  Crown.  That 
popular  faction  was  become  so  generally  prevalent,  that  without  some  extraordinary  assistance 
of  Parliament,  Gov"  would  not  long  be  able  to  support  the  King's  authority.  That  the  first 
means  of  checking  the  power  of  Factions  would  be  to  fix  a  certain  support  for  the  Officers  of 
Govern',  which  might  be  done  by  a  Quit-rent  on  the  lands  equally  rated,  and  that  he  believed 
the  papers  ettc.  he  had  transmitted,  would  evince  the  necessity  of  taking  some  such  method. 
That  M'  Horsmanden  having  been  the  principal  Actor  in  the  opposition,  and  in  forming  the 
Faction  against  his  measures,  he  had  suspended  him  from  his  seat  in  Council,  and  removed 
him  from  all  his  Offices  of  trust.  His  reasons  for  which  he  inclosed  to  the  Board,  as  well  as 
those  for  not  having  communicated  the  said  '•easons  to  the  Council. 

M'  Clinton's  reasons  for  suspending  M'  Horsmanden  were: 

1°  That  M'  Horsmanden  had  no  where  any  visible  F.s^'t'^.     That  he  was  involved  in  debt 
and  in  difficult  circumstances;  for  proof  of  which  he  .  "     general   notoriety  of  the 

Fact,  and  to  Lieut'  Gov'  Clarke. 

2'"*  That  he  was  a  principal  Actor  in  the  Faction,  that  ha.',  -med  in  the  Province  to 

distress  the  Gov'  and  to  gain  the  administration  both.  Civil  and  iry  into  their  own  hands. 

That  this  was  evident  by  the  constant  meeting  of  a  Committee  of  the  Council  and  Assembly, 
who  never  made  any  report  of  their  proceedings,  tho'  the  resolutions  of  both.  Council  and 
Assembly  were  directed  by  them  ;  that  M'  Horsmanden  was  one  of  this  Committee,  and  referrs  to 
M'  Peter  Wraxail  for  an  ace'  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Faction.  That  M'  Horsmanden  drew  up 
ail  the  papers  prepared  by  this  Committee,  particularly  those  entered  in  the  Minutes  of  Council, 
which  have  been  already  stated.  That  he  was  the  Author  of  the  late  representation  of  the 
Assembly,  was  proved  by  peculiarities  of  his  stile,  by  the  Affidavits  of  persons  which  were 
aimexed',  and  by  interlineations  in  the  rough  draught  made  in  M'  Ilorsmanden's  hand  writing. 
That  it  would  appear  also  by  an  affidavit  transmitted  to  M'  Gearing,  the  GoV'  Agent,  that  M' 
Horsmanden  communicated  the  Minutes  of  Council  to  some  of  the  Members  of  Assembly. 
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the  Gov  any  power  in  th    disTS  "  of  U     "h  °.  f ''  '""  dependants,  without  allowing 
submit  to.     Forproofo       ish       r";'^^^  had  obliged  him  to 

appoinrn;'o;-lte:t:rw::;.torpt;fe^   '---  the^nommation  of  Officers  and 

Horsmanden  was  a  particular  LsTance/wir  T"'''  ^'"  ''^^  l^^t  of  which  cases  M' 

.,„  h„^  i,„„.  _u,:  „   .P*""^""^'-  '"Stance)  without  so  much  as  consulting  the  Gov';   to  all  which 


endeavoured  to  vilify  and  slander  ti^'o^^^^^^^^ ^r  T^'^'  ''''''''''  '''^■' 
with  design  to  withdraw  the  resoect  nf  il      "''P"*'^^'°"7'fh  false  and   malicious  aspersions, 

render  hif.  obnoxious  to  the  ^gtd  , -s;^::;::  "'  '"'''''  ''  ''''''  '''  "«^--'  ^^^ 

had^h'ror"  ;:Xe:t:\;^^^^^^    :^r]  T:  "r -"•  ^-^  ^---'^y^  ^^«  ^--o" 

Character,  with  design  to  expsfh  lends  o  the  f  1  -^eavoured  to  vindicate  the  Gov''. 
6-  Articles  were  proved  by  the  L  e,^ Vs  r  ore,  Tl  7  ^''''''^  ^'°b-  That  the  5-  and 
of  the  Acts  for  supplies  of  IW  on     .L    '^'T  '"'"'""'""  °"  '^'  Representation 

in  one  of  the  comZ    Newsp  per     t  '.    hi   '         ^"""^  '''""'  "'^'^'^  ^'^^^  ^'^  P"^>'-hed 

ofthe  Faction  proceededZro\tr.Zrth:ir"^ 

Govern'  entirely  in  their  own  hands  which  wt/l  °    '"""  "'"'''''°"'  ^^'"  ^°  P"^  »''« 

of  the  Counci/and  AssemhlV::  ^^Ir  „:;,::'- ^  acco.pH  „ed,  as  the  majority 
had  no  knowledge  of  the  English  Con^M  nH     '""7'"'%P«°P'e'  "^  Republican  principles  who 

design  to  establish  a  neutrf,  tf  twe  "e  o'n  rof  N  V  ^r"'?"^^^^"'^'^-^-'"  ^ 
in  the  late  War,  whereby  the  Fne^v  u^,  vT     .  ^""'^  ""'^  ^"'""'^'  '-*«  ^''  ^one 

England  exposed  to    Lri  v!g  s    't.m  s "htd  '""^""'  "^'  ^''^  ^^^^'^  °^  ^'^- 

imagined  from  the  advantage  .hTp;oe  of  e^-iT  "*"  T"  '%''  "'""^''  "'^'^'  ^^ 
of  the  People  of  Albany  to  biild  Fortst,  H     f      ,  .  T"''*  '''^  ^''"'  '''  ^'°"'  '^e  neglect 

purpose  anS  by  the  bacUartl^f'.^V  ^  rM;^  ^^^  ""^^  ^^"'^'.^  ^'-"  ^-  ^"•- 

in  the  war  against  Cana.la.  and  by  their  co,  nivi  l It  "n  '"  '"^'^'"^  ^''^  ^"'^'""« 

Gov  of  Canada  and  the  S  x  ^Jo^iruT  V'^l  '''""''''S^^S  confereucs  between  the 
this  neutrality,  that  t  Itw'im    ^^^^^^  "'  ""  '^  ''"-'"""^  '''''''"  ''  --'"'-»  '»  -PPosing 

The  reaso,^  that  7 cZuT  ,        "PPos't-on,  joined  to  weaken  his  administratk,n. 

for  renisi;  Z  nlmaSr C^^^^  ,.^  ^  ^"r'-^^  f  ^^  ^"  '"^  ^--"'  ^^^ 

:;i::;n;^G:rd:z:^^s^^^^^^ 

;>.ose  he  had  given  f.r  the  suspension  o^l^'l:^^:^:^^  ^XZ::/7  '"l  " 
from    the  Faction,  and    threatned    his   person   in  •.  ,n   ''""""f '"•'' '^^   B.'}  aid  nad  come  hot 
i..ti.niciatehimintoaco..ipliancewi;hth:i":;:::;::""^    "'^'''^"'    '"'"""^^'    ^^'^    ^-'«"    ^o 
The  same  day  M'  Horsmanden  wrote  to  the  Hoard  of  Tr.,!.    . 
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copy  of  his  reasons  lor  so  doing.  That  M'  Clinton  had  also  removed  him  from  his  publick 
offices  without  assigning  any  reason.  That  he  could  only  attribute  these  marks  of  displeasure 
to  the  ill  offices  of  M'  Golden,  who  had  engrossed  the  Gov'"'  confidence,  and  made  the  advice  of 
the  rest  of  the  Council  almost  useless.  That  reports  of  Committees  of  Council,  when  not 
agreable  to  M'  Golden,  were  suppressed;  to  an  instance  of  which  in  minutes  of  the  28'"  of 
August  1747.  he  refers  the  Board,  as  being  the  occasion  of  M'  Clinton's  resentment  against 
him ;  that  he  was  that  day  Chairman  of  the  Corn'"  to  whom  M'  Clinton  had  referred  some 
matters  in  writing;  that  having  read  the  Report  and  presented  it  to  the  Gov',  M'  Golden  moved 
that  it  should  not  be  received.  Upon  which  he  expressed  his  surprise  at  the  absurdity  of  M' 
Colden's  motion,  and  at  the  Majority  of  the  Council's  being  overruled  by  the  minority ;  in 
which  he  had  no  design  of  offending,  but  thought  he  did  no  more  than  his  duty. 

With  this  letter  M'  Horsmanden  transmitted  a  Copy  of  the  said  Report,  which  sets  forth, 
that  by  the  directions  of  the  Committee  he  had  applied  to  M'  Clinton  for  further  informal  on 
as  to  the  matters  referred  to  them;  that  M'  Clinton  had  refused  and  resented  this,  as  cal'iiig 
him  to  account  for  what  was  contained  in  that  Paper;  that  the  Committee  denying  any  such 
design,  reported  their  reasons  for  desiring  such  further  lights :  viz*  That  as  the  Gov'  has  said 
he  could  no  longer  find  provisions  for  the  Forces  at  Albany,  or  continue  the  expence  of  sending 
out  parties  of  the  Indians  ettc.  it  was  reasonable  for  the  Committee  to  enquire,  whether  he 
had  orders  from  His  Majv  to  decline  it ;  for  if  he  had  not  been  disavowed  in  it,  the  same 
reasons  which  prevailed  on  him  to  undertake  it  as  first  would  make  it  necessary  for  him  to 
continue  it.  That  the  Committee  were  of  opinion,  thai,  as  M'  Shirley  and  M'  Knowhs  were 
to  meet  and  advise  concerning  the  disposition  of  the  Levies,  his  Excell'''  should  represent  to 
them  the  danger  of  withdrawing  those  Forces  from  this  Province;  that  as  to  the  other  points 
referred  to  them,  they  could  not  form  any  opinion  without  further  lights,  that  the  members 
most  in  his  Excell''^'  confidence,  and  from  whom  some  information  might  have  been  expected, 
had  not  attended  the  meetings  of  this  Comm'«  although  they  were  summoned  thereto. 

M'  Clinton  in  his  letter  of  the  27""  Sept'  1747.  incloses  a  narrative  of  the  occasion  of  this 
Report,  in  which  he  represents,  that  the  paper  he  read  to  the  Council  ought  to  have  been 
immediately  considered  and  not  referred  to  a  Committee ;  but  that  M'  Horsmanden  moved,  for 
committing  it,  and  it  was  accordingly  carried  by  a  majority.  That  the  Committee  met  at  a 
Tavern,  and  ordered  copies  to  be  made  of  tlie  said  paper,  notwithstanding  he  had  ciunged  them 
to  keep  it  secret,  and  that  a  copy  was  sent  to  each  member,  as  well  to  those  who  were  present, 
when  the  Gov'  enjoy[n]ed  secrecy  as  to  those  that  were  not;  That  several  of  the  Committee 
withdrew  themselves  upon  the  indecency  of  the  application  made  to  the  Gov'  for  further 
explanation  of  the  said  paper;  and  that  the  receiving  the  said  Report  was  opposed  by  other 
Members,  as  being  an  untrue  account  of  what  passed  in  the  Committee. 

On  the  2"''  of  October  M'  Clinton  desired  the  advice  of  his  Council  with  respect  to  the 
measures  proper  to  be  taken  for  the  security  of  the  Frontiers,  and  for  preserving  the  Fidelity 
of  the  Indians;  and  a  Committee  being  appointed  to  consider  of  tlie  same,  took  the  examination 
of  Coll :  Johnson  on  the  State  of  Indian  Affairs ;  but  it  does  not  appear  from  the  Minutes  of 
Council,  that  they  made  any  report  thereupon. 

On  the  o'h  of  October  the  Assembly  met,  according  to  adjournment,  and  came  immediately 
to  the  following  Resolutions  : 

That  the  state  of  the  province  and  in  the  first  place  of  the  frontiers  be  taken  into  immediate 
consideration.  That  the  Gov''  frequeut  adjournments  of  the  house  had  interrupted  and  delayed 
the  provisions  necessary  to  be  made  for  the  security  ol  the  frontiers. 
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h.JJ"  'T  n^  '"•  ^""*°"*  ''"^  '''"^  ""  ^^'''^^''  '•■^y'"g  before  them  the  agreement  made 

consider   the   s^mrL  ..    "   P'T"'°"  ^°  ^'^''^  »'   recovering  it.     He  desired  them  also  to 

r.  I'    •      .  .,         """"ly  0"  ine  Indians,  he  would  endeavour  to  persuade  the  Smithpn, 

the  las  treaty  g„™  ,„y  u„ge  prerenl,  ;  and  as  the  province  had  not  at  that  time  n„r  .inc» 
tl,.  ir.in     ""'7  "T'     ' '"'  '^''  ""el"  '''P""'!  on  '"»  be"  endeavours  for  the  welfare  of 

ifwC  sTid 'hi';;:  T. '.;:::;;  .-»'"^'- "■"^«'"» « .» .^e  fmga,  x::::: 

™as.  he  .,edi,  sent  t/^^"^^:  i'l^'^eret'of  "tir^^'ZLl'l^Ztl^rtS 
d  .ern„nat,o„.  and  would  stay  hut  two  day,,  he  therefore  reoonunended  dispa™  toMel 
and  required  their  speedy  answer.  ^  ' 

Re^duIlT: '  """"'""  "'■  '"  "'"''^  '"""  "P''"  ^"^^  '^^"^^  ^'--g«'  --«  to  the  following 

coltLTni:;er;otk'"^^^""'"'''^^^^ 

That  all  necessary  provisions  be  made  for  the  security  of  the  Northern  frontier. 

Ihat  a  proper  present  be  made  to  the  Sachems  then  at  New  York, 
hat  tho'  the  Committee  were  persuaded  the  King's  orders  relating  to  presents  to  Indians 
til    su  sisted,  and  tho-  no  disposition  of  the  large  draughts,  made  by!he  Go  "o    tha    h  ad 
had  yet  been  heard  of,  yet.  since  the  Gov^  had  declared  he  would  1  nothL  more  a    (he 
expence  of  the   Crown.    £S00   should    be    allowed    and    deposited    in   the    ZhT    r 
persons  for  the  above  purpose;  that  the  usual  provision  be  lit     e  tr      ^at  Os^r 
That    8  to  erecting  For.s  in  proper  places  among  the  Indian  Nations,  the  Province  oul  to" 
bear  Us  proportion  of  that  expence  with  the  neighbouring  Govern".  ^ 

Ihat  upon  receipt  of  certain  and  undoubted  advice  of  His  M-.h.sfv's  OrH.ro  t    a-    u 

the^'^'T.:::;'^""''^  forvictuamngthe  Garrison  at  Saraghtoga.  the' not  mentioned  in 

th..r,.  '••^«»'. '••'''".ng  to  that  Garrison,  &  what  number  of  Men  he  has  posted  therl 

that  they  make  provision  accordingly.  posiea  mere, 

These  resolutions  havintr  beeTi  sput  tn  \u  m;.,.„„  i         ■  i  ,. 

would  consider  of  it  and    end  a    an  w  r  .  , .  '  "        '"  TT    '''  "'^^^  *«  ^'^  '-*.  that  he 

sena  an  answer  .  but  he  immediately  sent  a  Message  to  the  Assembly, 
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acquainting  them,  that  he  saw  by  their  votes,  they  were  going  on  matters  foreign  to  what  he 
had  recommended;  that  he  would  receive  nothing  from  them,  but  what  related  to  his  Message; 
that  a  loss  of  a  day  might  be  fatal  at  this  conjuncture,  and  that  the  consideration  of  other 
affairs  might  safely  be  deferred. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  Message,  the  next  day,  the  door  was  ordered  to  be  lock'd  and  the 
key  to  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  they  immediately  came  to  the  following  resolutions. 

That  it  was  the  undoubted  right  of  the  house  to  proceed  on  all  proper  subjects  in  such 
manner  as  they  thought  best. 

That  to  direct  or  prescribe  to  them  in  that  particular,  was  a  breach  of  privilege. 

That  the  GoV'*  declaring  he  would  receive  nothing  from  the  house  but  what  related  to  his 
Message,  is  unprecedented,  and  tends  to  the  subversion  of  Rights  of  the  House,  and  the  people 
they  represent. 

That  the  adviser  of  that  Message  was  an  Enemy  to  the  Colony. 

Which  resolutions  were  sent  up  to  the  Gov'. 

The  same  day  a  remonstrance  to  M'  Clinton  was  prepared  by  the  Assembly,  setting  forth 
their  concern  for  the  loss  of  that  harmony  that  subsisted  between  the  several  branches  of  the 
legislature  at  the  time  of  receiving  his  Maj'^'  orders  for  the  Canada  expedition.  That  they 
attributed  the  Artifices,  that  had  ever  since  been  made  use  of,  to  distract  and  divide  them,  to 
the  person  on  whom  the  Gov'  had  relied;  that  they  were  much  concerned,  that  his  confidence 
should  be  placed  in  a  person  so  obnoxious.  That  the  Gov'  had  returned  no  answer  to  their 
resolves  and  requests,  relating  to  the  Fort  and  Garrison  at  Saraghtoga,  and  the  Trading  house 
at  Oswego.  That  he  had  always  kept  the  Indian  aflfairs  a  profouind  secret,  and  diverted  them 
from  their  ancient  channel ;  that  he  was  ill  advised  in  taking  them  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
Commiss",  whom,  if  they  were  not  to  be  trusted,  he  should  have  removed  and  appointed 
others,  and  that  his  failure  in  that  particular  had  been  the  sole  means  of  perplexing  affairs  with 
the  Indians;  that  it  would  have  been  much  better  for  the  Prov"  to  have  established  a 
neutrality  between  the  Six  Nations  and  the  French  Indians,  than  to  have  been  at  so  great  an 
expence,  and  still  to  have  them  on  a  precarious  footing;  that  they  had  been  told  indeed,  the 
Indians  had  engaged  heartily  in  the  War,  but  as  yet  had  never  heard  of  any  engagement 
between  them  and  the  French  Indians.  That  the  several  expressions  in  his  Message  relating 
to  his  success  with  the  Indians,  and  the  joy  with  which  the  disaffected  had  entertained  doubts 
of  it,  were  the  mere  Figments  of  his  principal  adviser,  foisted  upon  them  with  private  views  to 
magnify  those  Treaties;  that  [they]  could  not  but  remark  the  cruelty  of  his  unjust  reflections  on 
the  Commiss"  and  people  of  Albany,  whose  deplorable  circumstances  were  sufficient  to  melt  a 
hearr.  not  devoid  of  humanity;  that  they  believed  indeed,  the  Gov'  had  put  the  Crown  to  great 
expenoe  in  recovering  the  affection  of  the  Indians;  how  properly  he  had  applied  the  money, 
they  knew  not.  but  as  they  had  not  heard  of  any  presents  being  lately  made,  they  supposed  he 
had  a  large  sum  in  Bank,  altho'  he  had  asked  supplies  on  that  article.  That  the  Gov'* 
expressions  of  concern  for  the  welfare  of  the  Province  had  no  effect  on  those  that  judged  by 
actions.  That  he  had  been  ill  advised  in  withdrawing  the  Garrison  at  Saraghtoga  in  1745. 
and  in  the  disposition  of  the  New  Levies,  and  had  in  these  particulars  neglected  very  signal 
opportunities  of  demonstrating  his  concern  for  the  protection  of  the  Province;  that  had  the 
muster  of  the  New  Levies  been  fair  and  just,  the  Crown  would  have  saved  considerably 
in  their  Pay.  That  the  Gov'  had  treated  the  people  of  the  Province,  and  the  Assembly  in 
particular,  with  contempt ;  that  hia  Messages  were  full  of  injurious  reproaches  and  calumnies- 
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lull  i  .  u  '"*"""  '°  ""^  '"'•'^^'"•««'  '^'^  «"«'"Pt  ^0"l'i  be  vain  and  fruitless      That 

Tl  them  ""  "     '  '  ''^  '"  '"^^  *'•"«  *'^^  ''""■'^  ^«  ^— ^'y  -P-"d 

A  Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose  waited  on  M'  Clinton  with  this  Remonstrance   but 

he  would  neither  hear  it,  nor  suffer  it  to  be  left  with  him  remonstrance,  but 

On  the  13'"  the  Assembly  acquainted  M'  Clinton,  that  they  had  under  consideration  a  Rill 

or  mak.ng  provision  for  the  security  of  the  frontiers,  and   therefore  desired      „  to  t  befo 

the    ouse  a  state  of  the  Forts  and  Garrisons  of  Saraghtoga  and  Oswego,  and  inform  them 

answer',  a    he  had  not  r  """^^^'''''T-  ""'■""^'^-     '''  "^'^'^    '''  C""'-  -'-"ed  ''o 
answer,  .hat  he  had  not  received  any  advice  from  M'  Shirley  and  M'  Knowles  touchin.r  th,. 

Forces,  and  that  with  respe:t  to  the  other  part  of  the  Message'  he  would  taZle  to  Zider 

On  the  same  day  M'  Clinton  sent  a  Message  to  the  Assembly  to  the  following  effect  ■     That 
he  was  pleased  to  find  that  the  Scheme  concerted  by  the  Commiss"  of  New  York  w^ Uhol  o 
he  Massachusets  Bay  and  Connecticut  had  met  with  so  ready  an  approbation   as  ^  1   as  t.m 

l-rovisions.     That  he  knew  not  on  what  evidence  they  founded  their  opinion  :   that  the  Kinir's 
orders  relating  to  making  presents  to  the  Indians,  stUi  subsisted ;  that^o  2  seXha^e'e 
received  the  Kings  orders  but  thro'his  Gov',  and  no  Gov' could  b    supposed  to  da^'to  dec"  e 
hat  to  be  his  M<,esty's  pleasure,  which  was  not  so,  or  to  disobey  the'orders  he  h  d  rec'  ved 
hat  their  assertion  of  having  never  heard  of  .„y  dispositioo  of  the  money  rece    ed  o      he 
aughts  he  has  made  was  a  bold  Falsehood,  without  the  least  appearance  of  e        „ce     t 
on  the  contrary  they  knew  very  well  Indian,  hud  been  armed  lathed  and  supplied  w  th 
provisions  and  considerable  parties  sent  out,  to  all  which  expences  the  Prov  nee  I  ad   not 
contributed  a  farthing.     That  whatever  sums  he  might  have  received  by  drau^lus  I  was  no 

account  of  It,  that  their  view  was  plainly  to  place  the  King's  authority  in  the  hands  of  the 

3     1  r/lT      '   y^r'^'  ^°  ^*^P-'^  ^he  money'  and  by  that  mean    t     beeon 

Gov   .  both  of  the  Gov  and  Indians.     That  he  was  sorry  to  see,  they  had  so  little  concern  for 

e  danger  o.  the  Garrison  at  Oswego,  and  so  little  zeal  for  encouraging  thldiansTM 

he,r  refusing  to  build  Forts  for  the  protection  of  the  Indians,  who  had  expoLl  tl  ei  "s  in     l 

defence  o    the  Province,  shewed  the  highest  Ingratitude  and  disregard  of  the  H     ou     and 

Or  '"h  1  r  7"'-  J""'"'''  ''"'  ''"^^^«  "'  Albany,  they  could  never  knowTs  J  • 
Orders  but  thro'  bun,  and  if  they  would  not  accept  those  Forces  according  to  his  proposal  and 
speedily  too,  they  could  not  have  them   at  all.     That  their  resolve  on^  i       ulcers tm'd 

Zll  '"  P7«g"t,ve.     That  their  seiuling  orders  next  to  him  relating  to  the  Fort  a^ 

Kiraghtoga.  was  another  proof  of  that  claim.     That  the  design  of  their  resolves  was  plainlv  to 
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raise  a  clamour  against  him  for  things  that  were  really  the  consequences  of  their  unreasonable 
opposition.     That  neither  the  Constitution   nor  their  own  knowledge,  skill  or  Information 
entitled  them  to  the  least  sliare  in  the  execution  >f  military  orders.     That  he  had  formerly  told 
them,   that   his  opinion   was  founded  on  the  consent  of  ail   good  Judges,  that  the  Fort  at 
Saraghtoga  would   not   answer   the   purposes  for  which  it  was  built;    but  it  was  built  by 
Commiss"  who  had  not  in  view  the  security  of  the  frontiers,  but  the  preservation  of  their  own 
Wheat.    That  their  opposition  to  his  measures  had  greatly  increased  the  necessity  he  had  been 
under  of  withdrawing  that  Garrison.    That  the  Message  he  sent  to  them  to  proceed  upon,  what  he 
had  recommended  to  them,  arose  from  his  finding  by  their  Minutes,  that  they  were  going  upon 
variety  of  matters  and  Bills  of  small  weight :  that  the  shutting  the  door  of  their  house,  was  denying 
him  access  and  an  insult  upon  his  authority,  and  that  he  did  not  by  that  Message  incroach  upon 
their  privileges.  That  they  owed  their  Constitution  to  the  Kings  Commission  only,  and  had  no 
Right  to  assume  privileges  belonging  to  the  Commons  of  Great  Brittain,  to  whose  authority  tliey 
were  subject.    That  he  had  great  reason  to  complain  of  the  indecent  behaviour  of  some  of  the 
Assembly,  in  coming  into  his  apartment  with  their  Remonstrance,  and  that  he  would  never  receive 
r.ny  thing  from  the  House  in  publick,  the  contents  of  which  were  not  previously  communicated 
to  him  in  private.     That  their  entering  upon  Resolves  at  the  opening  of  the  session  before  he 
had   an  opportunity  of  laying  before  them,  what   was  necessary  to   be  considered,  was  an 
encroachment  upon  the  prerogative.     That  in  their  Representation,  they  had  forgot  all  decency 
and  respect  to  his  Authority.     That  they  had  asserted  falsehoods,  and,  in  order  to  excuse 
themselves  for  denying  the  necessary  supplies,  had  endeavoured  to  infuse  into  the  minds  of  the 
people,  that  he  converted  the  publick  money  to  his  private  use.     That  the  little  pretence  they 
had  for  this  impudent  assertion,  must  appear  evident,  when  it  was  known  that  all  the  money 
disposed  of  by  him,  since  his  first  coming  to  the  Govern'  did  not  amount  to  ^ISOOO  currency. 
That  supposing  all  the  money  which  came  into  iiis  hands  had  been  converted  to  his  private 
use,  that  could  not  justify  the  Commiss"  withholding  provisions  from  the  Forces,  or  their 
refusing  other  necessary  supplies      That  since  his  Administration  of  the  (Jovern',  the  Assembly 
had  put  above  ,£00000  into  the  hands  of  Commiss"  named  by  them,  none  of  which  had  ever 
been  called  to  account.     'J'hat  the  Spirit  of  their  Representations  appeared  in   their   heavy 
calumnies  thrown  upon  those  who  endeavoured  to  support  him  in  his  Administration;  against 
whom  however,  they  had  not  been  able  to  prove  one  fault  or  blemish.     That  their  refusal  to 
supply  the  independent  Companies  posted  at  All)any  with   provisions,  could  have  no  other 
tendency,  but  that  of  the  dissolution  of  those  Troops.     That  this  their  unbecoming  conduct 
could  arise  from  nothing,  but  a  firm  principle  of  disloyalty,  in  endeavouring  to  deliver  up 
the  Country  to  His    Maj'*'   Knemies,  from    a  desire  of  favouring   tliat  shameful   neutrality 
endeavoured  to  he  estahlished  between  New  York  arui  Canada,  from  a  (ie.>(ign  to  overturn  the 
Constitution  of  the  Govern',  or  lastly  to  satisfy  the  pri<ie,  malice  and  rancour  of  n  few  Men. 

That  he  had,  at  the  opening  of  every  new  session  endeavoured  to  prevent  a  renewal  of  past 
difTerences,  which  they  on  the  contrary  had  always  promoted;  that  he  shoulil  now  lay  aside 
all  resentment,  and  recommend  it  to  them  to  make  the  necessary  supplies  for  the  security  of 
the  frontiers,  and  preserving  the  ti.lelity  of  the  Indians.  Tlint  in  order  to  prevent  any  delay, 
which  might  arise  from  a  miHunilersianding,  he  tlioiiiiht  it  proper  to  ac(]u;>int  Ihent,  that  he 
iil)oui<l  not  give  his  assent  to  any  Bill,  in  which  publick  money  was  to  be  disposed  ol,  contrary 
to  His  Co'umission  and  Instructions,  or  should  any  ways  limit  his  Maj'»''  Authority  in  the 
disposition  or  command  of  the  Forces,  or  in  the  direction  of  Military  ntlairs. 
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On  the  15.   of  October  1747.  the  Assembly  sent  to  acquaint  the  Gov',  that  as  it  appeared  by 
he  Comm,Bs .  Report,  that  a  Gunsmith  and  two  Men  shouhl  be  sent,  to  Four  TribeTof  the 
Indians,   w.th   goods  to   the  value  of  ^300   New  York   currency,   ti  ey  des  red    he   wL 

the^'^.t^LTRLrior  ^  ''''"''''  ''-'  '''  "-"  ''--^'  '"-  -^''--^-'  -^  --  to 
That  provision   be  made  for  the   pay  of  a  Detachment  of  Militia  posted  at  Oswego    for 

^"^rX^^ :  m:'c  iir  r  *  T'  '1 T' '"''-''  "^  -^"-  ^°--  wu.?  3i'o 

un  the  ly    M   Chnton  sent  a  Message  to  the  Assembly  to  acquaint  them,  that  his  M-.i'r  |,n,l 
hought  proper  that  the  expedition   against  Canada  should   be  laid   as  1    ad    he   r  on 
■sc  arged ;  that  he  was  directed  to  recommend  it  to  them,  to  furnish  such     u       of  J,  y 

at  on  thi    n  '   r  '''•""  :'"  "''  '°"^^'  '"'  P^°^'«'-  -"•'^  '-  --'e  ^y  ParliaZ, 

tha   on    h  s  occas.on  he  renewed  the  proposal  of  retaining  a  number  of  the  Levies  at  A  lb     J 
for  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  but  that  whatever  number  was  retained   it  m,.  J  !  7 

same  pay,  and  the  choice  of  them  to  be  left  to  him.  '  ''  ^'  "P°"  '^'' 

Mp!'"  T'  fl  "r  "^'"'"''''^  '■""'  '"  "  ^''''"'"''""'  ""  "''-^^^  P'-"^i«i«n  for  8.  Companies  of  100 

On  the  21..  a  Committee  to  whom  the  GoV-  last  message  had  been  referred,  reported  their 
op  n.on.  t  at  the  great  expences  of  the  Colony  during  the  War  rendered  it  unable  to  n  I 
prov.s.on  for  the  pay  of  the  Troops  levied  for  the  Canada  expedition. 

On  the  23"' the   Assembly  came  to  several   Res„lutio.,s  to  make   provision  for  reoairina 

;:;"::' :;" '" "'"^'"^'"^ ^ p^^'^" '^'"•""- ^^-^ scouts dunng'the vv . te    '  ' 

for     m  tot  ^''^'^'ir-'V^  -^'-^'^^^  to  the  Assen.bly.  that,  as  it  would  soo       e  necessary 

or     m  to  order  a  large  Detachn..  of  the  M.litia  lor  the  defence  of  the  irontiers,  he  recon.me  d  J 
to  them  to  make  provision  for  their  pay  and  suhsistance.  ttommenu.d 

The  same  day  the  .Speaker,  of  the  A.se.nbly.  represented  to  the  house,  that  an  order.  siRued 
wah  the  GOV"  name  and  directed  to  M' James  Parker,  printer  to  the  (Jeneral  Asst.br     d 
been  pubhshed  ,n  the  (..ette  of  that  day.  whereby  the  said  IVinterand  all  other    Zn'Jr 
fo  hui  to  repnnt  or  otherwise  publish  the  Remonstrance  of  that   house   which  til    37  ! 
refu.s..d  to  receive.     That  he  found  himself  charged  in  that  order.  Tt         vi  ;  dire^^^^^ 
sa.     Remonstrance  to    e  printed  in  the  votes  of  the  house,  in  disregard  to  theVov'    ut    'it 
..nd  therefore  as  what  he  had  done,  was  in  consequence  of  an  onl.;  of  the  house,  he       h  -^i 

l^HorCReZ;;;.::  ^""-^^^ '-'-  ^^^-  --  -'-•■  t-  Assemb, '.:  f;;: 

'n-nt  it  was  the  right  of  the  people,  to  know  the  proceedings  of  their  Itepresentatives   „„d 
.h,U  any  atten.pt  to  prevent  those  proceedings  bei..g  printed  is'a  violation  of    I.  .t  "'  ""' 

yet^;::;;;;:;' ;::;:;.:;;;r""^"^^  -^ ''- '-''-  -' ''-  ^'^  "•- '-'  ^^-^-^  »>^  "-^-s  w„, 

That  the  Gov',  order  to  forbid  the  printing  it.  was  arbitrary  and  illegal,  an  open  violation  of 
the  privileges  of  that  house  and  of  the  liberty  of  the  press  violation  of 

^^^  T.u.ul.e  Speaker's  ordering  the  Remonstri.nce  to  be  printed  was  regular  and  consistent  with 
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The  same  day  the  Assembly  resolved,  that  a  quantity  of  Gunpowder  should  be  delivered  to 
Coll:  Schuyler  for  the  use  of  the  County  of  Albany. 

On  the  31"  of  October  1747.  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Gov'-  Message  of  the  24'"  was 
referred,  reported,  that  they  were  surprized  the  GoV  should  recommend  provision  for  a 
Detachment  of  the  Militia,  having  before  proposed  the  taking  a  sufficient  number  of  the  Levies 
at  Albany,  for  the  same  purposes,  to  which  the  House  had  agreed,  and  were  making  proper 
provision  for  them,  and  that,  whilst  His  Excell"^^  was  governed  by  such  unsteady  Councils, 
'twould  be  difficult  for  the  House  to  make  such  provision  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  as 
the  situation  of  the  affiiirs  seemed  to  require. 

On  the  2"^  of  Nov'  M'  Clinton  sent  a  Message  to  the  Assembly,  in  answer  to  this  Report  of 
tlie  Committee;  wherein  he  observed,  that  as  they  had  refused  to  give  the  King  credit  for  such 
sums  as  were  necessary  to  pay  the  Forces,  and  had  proposed  to  reduce  the  pay  of  the  Officers 
of  the  companies,  which  were  to  be  retained,  so  low,  that  no  one  would  accept  a  Commission, 
whereby  the  Province  was  in  danger  of  being  left  exposed  to  the  Enemy,  he  thought  it  his 
duty  to  endeavour  to  prevent  that  mischief  by  employing  the  Militia. 

This  Message  was  referred  to  a  Committee,  who  the  next  day  reported  their  opinion,  that 
from  His  ExceiK*  Message,  instead  of  discovering  any  reason  for  throwing  off  their  surprize, 
they  found  great  cause  for  its  increase,  and  the  instability  of  the  Councils  still  more  evident; 
that  it  was  now  intimated,  that  the  Levies  could  not  be  retained,  without  their  arrears  were 
advanced,  which  was  not  a  former  condition  ;  that  the  house  had  agreed  to  allow  the  same  pay 
to  the  private  Men,  and  furnished  them  with  cloathing,  and  only  objected  to  the  pay  of  the 
Officers,  which  was  communicated  to  His  Excell^^  who,  allho'  he  expressed  some  doubt  whether 
these  forces  could  be  continued  but  upon  the  full  pay,  both  of  Officers  and  Men,  yet  he 
acquainted  them,  that  the  time  for  their  discharge  was  not  fixed,  and  that  he  must  first  consult 
with  M'  Shirley  and  M'  Knowles  on  that  head ;  that  the  house  had  impatiently  expected  the 
result  of  his  consultation,  but  instead  thereof  a  new,  and  more  heavy  condition  was  intimated  ; 
from  all  which  they  concluded,  that  it  was  not  His  Excell'"  intention,  that  these  forces  should 
be  received  into  the  pay  of  the  Colony,  but  rather,  thro'  want  of  cloathing  ettc.  that  they 
should  be  driven  to  desert ;  by  which  means  the  frontiers  being  left  defenceless,  the  Gov'  might 
have  a  pretence,  in  order  to  harras  the  poor  people  of  the  Country,  to  make  detachm"  from 
the  Militia. 

To  this  opinion  the  House  unanimously  agreed. 

(^n  the  G"-  of  Nov'  1747.  the  Gov'  laid  before  the  Council  an  Instrument  signed  by  Gov' 
Shirley  and  Gov'  Knowles,  dated  the  26'"  of  October  last,  for  the  discharge  of  all  the  Troops 
raised  for  the  Canada  expedition. 

On  this  occasion  the  (JoV  observed,  that,  as  the  frontiers  would  be  deprived  of  defence,  he 
had  called  upon  tiie  Assembly  to  retain  a  Kullicient  number  of  the  Levies;  that  he  had  ordered 
detachments  of  the  .Mililia  to  be  in  readiness  to  march  to  Albany;  that  the  Assembly  had 
refused  to  furnish  him  money  or  Credit  to  pay  oft'  tliese  Forces,  and  l)eing  informed  that  the 
Assembly  proposed,  that  the  tronliers  should  be  .iefendcd  by  new  Levies,  of  Volunteers,  which 
might  be  impracticable,  he  desired  the  Advice  of  the  Cou.icil,  what  might  be  further  done  for 
securing  the  frontiers,  for  the  pay  of  the  Troops  now  to  i)e  disbanded,  and  preventing  any 
disorders  which  might  happen  upon  that  occasion. 

On  the  tiext  day  the  Council  were  of  opinion  that  the  provision  made  by  the  Assembly  for 
800  Volunteers,  was  most  likely  to  retain  them  ;  but  that  the  pay  allowed  to  the  Officers  wm 
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Z  rlntr:  t:;i;T  '''  ^''''"  ^"^^  ^^^^-^  '-^^  ^-"-  ^°  -^e  appncatio„  to 

into  the  hands  of  the  A  emby  i^oTder  t'Tr'"^  V°  'T '""^  ^""^"^'^^  f'°^-«  "'"Cfovern. 
wanted  for  the  King's  ser"  e  •'  hi  e  h  flT  .I  ""r""'  '"  '"'  ^'^«^«'  ^^^^  -"-y  '« 
M'  Horsmanden  andV  B  yard  th^t  u„on  ih  r'  f  "f '^  ^°  "'^'P^"^  ^''"'  ^  »>«  »^»d  done 
Levies  in  their  pay.  he  issued  is  o;dersto  .h  /'.  '  °'  '''  '"'^^'"'^'^  ^°  ^^'"■^  ^"^^  ««»  -- 
in  readiness  to  Varch  at  an  u  's  wa  ni  ^^^T  .'  °'  '''  "'"'•^' ^°  '^^''^  ^'^^'^  «««™-^« 
consequence  of  those  orders   drawn  our un^  ',      'r'""  ''^^*  ''^  ""'^  ^^'^  ^^^  ••» 

Crown,  without  an  Act  of  Assen,b,:  a„  't  ir""'^  "'T'  '"  °'^^  ""^  "^'^^^^  '"-^  ^l- 
would  take  this  example;  that  trAsembrh  J"" >?'::"""'''''*  ^'^  "^'"^^'"^  ^'''■^'''^ 
Enemy  at  Canada,  and  that  he  had  the  ^ri^.  f  Publ.ckly  avowed  the  neutrality  with  the 
deeply  concerned  in  that  villa  „oud  3^"^  ^^^^^^^^  '"  believe,  that  M^  De  Lancey  was 
f3r  suspending  him.  ^eclarafon,  wh.ch  he  hoped  would  justify  his  intentions 

the  Council  advised  him  to  post  such  a  n  mb  r  o     L  r"  k"'  .:I""^^''     ^P""  ^^'^^^ 

service  at  the  said  Castles.  ''^  ^^''"''  ^'  «'^°"''i  ^""«'  i"  the  province 

com;i:!::::i^';:;i^:t:se;::r:rh!:  i' :  ^^«p-^Hupon  that  occasion,  he 

to  them  to  consider,  whether  it  wo uir„„t  hn  u'   "  '^"''  P""''""'  '^"^  ^«co",mended  it 

their  Liberties,  to  have  ap^  ie    tl  n  so„r  m"       ''''  ''  ''^  '"'  '^  ''''  "^'"^  '"^-S-' 

assume  an  authority  over  hi„r^  ",,  "  ,  J  """T'  *''''"  '^  "^"  '"^'^'^"'^  '^'y  ^-^  »'> 
consider,  tha,  their  r'emonstr    "'  T      fo  1;   "  °      "     "'   '''''^  ^'"'"  "^'-•^   '« 

and  contradictions;  that  they  w  r  ,lcuh.e  . 7""  I'T;  T"  '""  ''  "°'°"""«  ^"'-"-''^ 
the  method  they  took  to  pLent  1  V"^^       falsehood,  slander,  and  malice;  that 

their  contempt  of  the  K  n^  hor  v  "T"  ""^  '^""i'j'"'^  ^^  ^^^  ^  '^-'^n  to  shew 
of  their  pr„cee.lings  was  taken  g  'f  e  pi;  t'Tt"  "'^  '^"''  "''  '''"*'  '  ''''  -'-'« 
he  should  leave  i.  to  his  ^uperiors'o   2    ofn  i  """''  ^'""'-^  "PP^"^ '  '''"^ 

his  forbidding  it  to  be  printed  ;  that  the    i     1  oHh      """'  "f  """  "  "^  "'''  P^^P^^^  "^ 

was  no  obstruction.     That  notwithstUHnl.  ^       the  press,  the  preventing  abuses  of  it 

for  the  security  of  the  India  I  ;  2  ::;;;;7:::r"''"''""^  ••'-  to  make  provision 
plain  fron.  the  aspersions  they  threw  up  „  him    „  P-vs.on  for  that  service  ;  that  it  was 

that  they  intended  to  assume  the  superioritv  h,'  he  A  r  7'"  ""  '"  "''  '^'^  "^  ^''^  P"-"?'-- 
keep  secret  the  orders  for  the  .lincha  „  ?^:^  ^^  rail  t"h "p  '  •""'  '\  ""  ""^^^'^"^  •" 
before  any  provision  was  made  for  their  d     m,  e    U.'t  I  l^'T  "'"""  '"  "^'"'''^'^ 

that  this  would  happen,  that  they  mi«h    makr  h  '^'"'        ""  ^''''''''  '''""'3'  "°'''-« 

it  in  the  manner  he  recommen  ed  a  fd  plld  """"''  ''""''""  '  ^"*  "'-y  ^'"''"-'^  '»  '«« 
>ln.t  it  was  well  known,  how  1^1  i;;^;  '"""  l'"'^"'"'"  ""''  "P^-'e  method,  and 
«ave  to  the  Militia  were  ne  tr  L  T  ^P"  ,'"  ;■■  P^"'^"*"*'"'^^-  'r'-t  the  orders  he 
inlluencethey  were  disobey"      anVi  XT    .  '"l'   '•''""'"'  "' '""  ^-■•"•>'v'« 
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been  secured,  whereas  they  are  now  left  exposed.     That  their  refusing  to  make  provision  for 
the  subsistance  of  the  Independent  Companies  upon  the  same  foot  as  the  other  Lev.es.  tend  d 

to  a  dissolution  of  those  companies,  and  shewed  that  '^^^-y  ^^^ '^.f '"T  ,°^,^'^"""Vl  ed 
Military  Force  in  the  Province  dependent  upon  them.     That  the  B.lls.  w  .ch  they  had  pas  ed 
and  to  which  he  had  unwillingly  given  his  Assent,  put  the.r  des.gns  out  of  question.     Tha 
"  y  had        eavoured  to  make'  what  he  s.^duld  do  for  the  safety  of  the  Province  mcons.stent 
witl  his  duty,  by  rendring  what  they  put  it  in  his  power  to  do  for  the  safety  of  the  prov.nc 
contradictory' to  the  KingLommands.  and  derogatory  of  his  authority;  but  he  hoped  Ins  zea 
for  the  safety  of  the  People,  would  excuse  him  to  His  Mnj'^  for  pass.ng  such  Laws.     That  a 
further  inst^mce  of  their  aiming,  both,  at  Civil  and  Military  power,  ^,^«  Z*;^"-  "«"f/^ 
themselves  the  nomination  of  Olficers.  and  the  rewarding  of  services.      I  hat    here  appeared  a 
want  of  Candour  in   all  their  proceedings,  and  that,  as  he   knew   man,  of  the  .nhab.tants 
dis-  :proved  of  their  conduct,  he  could  not  do  better  than  to  put  it  in  the.r  power  to  declare 
their  sentiments,  and  therefore  he  dissolved  them. 

During  this  session  of  the  Assembly  the  following  Acts  were  passed  and  assented  to  by 

M'  Clinton:  viz'': 

"An  Act  to  continue  the  Militia  Act" —  ,    .         ,         r  i 

The  Act  which  is  hereby  continued  was  passed  in  1743.  The  Regulations  thereof  appeared 
to  be  proper  and  reasonable,  and  there  is  a  proviso,  that  nothing  therein  contamed  shall 
derogate,  lessen  or  diminish  the  powers  and  authority  lodged  in  any  Capt"  Gen'  or  Commander 
in  Chief  by  his  Commission  or  other  power  whatsoever. 

"An  Act  to  let  to  farm  the  Excise  on  strong  Liquors"  — 

The  moneys  to  be  paid,  into  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  by  the  Farmers,  are  appropriated  to 
cancel!  certain  Bills  of  credit  struck  and  issued  upon  this  duty. 

"  An  Act  for  continuing  the  support  of  Govern'  for  one  year"— 

"  An  Act  for  purchasing  a  supply  of  Provisions  for  the  Levies  detained  for  llu,  security  of 

«•  the  frontiers."  .    ^  .    . 

By  this  Act  the  Treasurer  is  directed  to  pay  certain  sums  of  money  to  certam  Commissioners 
therein  nominated  for  purchasing  &  transporting  the  provisions  to  Albany. 

There  is  also  a  severe  penalty  inflicted  upon  any  persons,  who  shall,  under  any  pretence 
whatever  sei/.e  or  carry  awav  any  of  the  said  provisions.  On  the  reading  this  Bill  tn  the 
Council  M'  Colden  moved,  that  it  should  be  amended  in  such  manner  that  the  disposition  of 
the  Provisions  for  the  Forces  posted  at  Albany  shoul.l  he  vested  in  the  OoV  or  Commanding 
Officer  of  those  Forres;  which  motion  was  cnrried  in  the  negative. 

"  An  Act  for  emitting  4:-JS00()  in  Bills  of  Credit  for  the  security  of  the  Frontiers  — 

The  currency  of  these  Bills  is  limited  to  9.  years,  and  provision  is  made  for  cancelling  them 

bv  a  Tax  upon  the  Inhabitants.  ..  .    l    u    .u 

By  this  Vt  xKV)7-V.)  —  iXTe  directed  to  be  paid  to  Commiss"  named  in  it  to  be  by  them 
npplved  to'the  payment  of  HOO  Men.  Commiss"  are  also  appointed  for  issuing  provisions  to 
'the  said  800  Men,  who  are  likewise  empowered  to  purchase  Gunpowder  and  lead  for  them. 

Bv  these  provisions  all  power  whatever  over  these  SO.)  Men.  which  by  the  ( Jov"  Commission 
Is  vested  in  him.  is  pla.-e.l  ,n  the  hands  of  persons  appointed  by  the  Assembly. 

I'non  this  Bill's  being  reported  in  Council  without  amendments,  M'  Colden  dissented;  first, 
because  Commiss"  were  appointe.l  thereby  to  pay  the  Forces  levied  or  to  be  levied  ,n  the 
Province,  who  were  to  net  independent  of  the  Gov';  secondly,  because  the   Treasurer  was 
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and  thirdly,  because  the  method  of 


directed  to  issue  sums  without  Warrant  from  the  Gov 
Cancelling  the  Bills  was  open  to  fraud. 
An  Act  for  appointing  Commiss"  to  state  the  publick  accounts  from  the  year  1713     On  fh^, 

state  of  z  Tcirrr  i7::xzz7  Ti ''™™" '°  ';•" "'™  •"  ''"■■• '"» 

.he  proceeding.  „r  the  Com„,i,L  er,     c. IL'^.r.nt  s','!":.?:  "  "!/r'"''  '°' 
wa.  directed  to  be  p„h,i.hed  in  the  New.p„pe.,  II  tl  ^Z^Z'^  tZ^ 

Lr s2irrdre.:;7;:fpi'  if r:  t  r'^-  •'  ''°-^"  ^^'  '^x 

of  the  Governor.  "^  perpeludy  to  certain  person,  without  the  Warrant 

"  An  Act  tor  Cancelling  the  Bills  of  Credit" 
M'  Golden  di.Knted  to  the  pacing  ,|,i,  Bill  in  Conncil  for  the  following  Reason.  ■  l"  A.  i, 

o-rrrz-srtrj^^rc^^^^^^^ 

of  Persons,  after  the.r  currency  had  expired,  to  their  great  loss. 

3  ■.  Because  the  Treasurer  is  directed  to  exchange  defaced  Bills  for  new  ones,  which  was 

th.  OirHm!V  'm  i     \       '^  '"  "  ^°'''"'''  ^''^'  ""^^'^^y  ^vid^^nce  was  to  be  given  of 

the  Old  B.lls  bemg  cancelled,  which  evidence  by  the   present  Act.  the  Commiss"  are  „ot 
re,u,red^tog,ve;  that  they  might  therefore  put  the  old  Bills  i„  their  pockets  arLuethl 

>r  Clinton  in  a  letter  to  the  Board  of  Trade  dated  the  30.  of  Nov'  acquaints  them  with  his 

havng  d.ssolve    the  Assembly  for  the  reasons  set  forth  in  his  speech.     He  obs    v7s  T  at   I  e 

Assembhes  of  that  IVov.uce  always  incroached  upon  the  prerogative  of  the  Cr  wn     b      t     t 

now  they  assumed  to  themselves  the  non.ination  of  Ollicers  and  the  rewardi  g  of' S^rvi    s 

at  he  could  ihmk  of  no  method  of  remedying  this  evil  hut  repealing  the  A  "s    or  isln. 

B.lls  of  Cred.t    and  re.ssuing  those    Bills  under  such  condition^  „.  his  Maj.    hou  d     hi^^ 

proper.      That    he  d.-.re  ol  a  neutrality  with  Canada  and  his  endeavours  to'su  it       J 

eslabl.she.    a  Factmn  agan.st  bin,.     That  M'  I,e  Laneey,  M'  Horsmanden,  M^Zr^t 

ayard  and  M'  I  .v.ngston  a  I  n.embers  of  the  Council,  were  deeply  concerned  in  th    Sion 

hat  MM)hver  De  Lancey  brother  to  the  Chief  Justice,  said,  that  the  Faction  ^MuZ 

three  or  four  people,  and  set  up  a  (Jovern'  of  their  own-  and  „nnn  .i       v      ,       "  °  "''"8 

A.en.bly.  he  asked  his  ,......,  I,,,..,..  .,;,.  ,..,;;  -'I,;.  Z:T:  I^^^Zl:^ 

who  answered  yes.  „  the  people  could  be  persuaded  i„,„  it.  hut  that  they  would      t  pa  t  wifh 
e,r  „,o„ey  a.  that  ra.e.     M'  Clinton  concludes  his  le.fer.  with  pleading  the  nece  s ^1^0.  t  e 
ITovuce.  .n  excuse  for  his  parsing  the  n.oney  Bills,  liable  to  so  many  ob'ec.io 
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On  the  31"  of  December,  M'  Clinton  communicated  to  the  Council  some  resolves  of  the 
Assembly  of  the  Massachusets  Bay,  wherein  they  dissent  from  several  Articles  of  the  agreement 
entered  into  by  their  Commiss"  with  those  of  Connecticut  and  New  York. 

On  the  26'-  of  January  1741.  M'  Clinton  communicated  to  the  Counc.l  a  PeUt.on  of  the 
corporation  of  Albany,  praying  the  continuance  of  a  Company  there  under  the  Command  of 
Cap"  Schuyler,  which  the  Council  advised  him  to  comply  with. 

On  the  V  of  Fehrr  M'  Clinton  acquainted  the  Council,  that,  upon  receiving  frequent 
complaints  of  there  being  no  powder  in  the  Fort  at  Albany,  he  had  directed  Coll:  ^^^^shMj^ 
apply  to    '  -nnissaries  of  Stores  for  3.  barrells  of  Powder,  until  the  Assembly  should  make 

provisioiih  it  the  Commissaries  had  refused  to  deliver  them. 

On  the  1.       r  Febr^  llH  a  New  Assembly  met,  when  M'  Clinton  made  a  speech  to  them  to 

the  following  effect :  ,         .  ^u  *  i-  tUnt 

That  the  affairs  of  the  province  made  it  necessary  to  call  them  together  at  that  time ,  that 
the  agreement  with  the  Commiss"  of  the  neighbouring  Provinces  for  carrying  on  the  war,  had 
'3een  approved  by  the  Assembly,  by  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  and  by  tiie  Massachusets  Bay, 
with  some  alterations;  that  the  ll- article  objected  to  by  the  Massachusets  Bay,  might  be 
carried  into  execution  by  large  parties  of  Indians;  that  he  advised  them  to  make  provision  for 
that  purpose;  that  it  was  worth  considering  how  the  influence,  which  the  French  were  likdy 
to  gain  over  the  Indians  from  their  being  disappointed  in  the  expedition  to  Canada,  might  be 
obviated,  and  hoped  for  their  assistance  in  it.  That  he  recommended  to  them  to  make 
provision  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  Officers  and  other  contingencies  of  Govern  .for  an 
allowance  to  an  Interpreter,  to  the  Indians  appointed  by  him.  for  the  pay  and  victualling  the 
garrison  at  Oswego,  for  the  repairs  at  the  Fort  at  Albany,  rewards  to  the  Indians  for  Scouts, 
maintenance  of  prisoners,  transporting  the  New  Levies  to  Albany,  victualing  them  in  the 
Mohawk's  Country,  removing  Cannon  from  Saraghtoga  to  Albany,  payment  of  his  house  Rent, 
compleating  the  house  in  the  Forts,  making  Stables,  and  other  conveniencies,  as  also  for  a 
Commanding  Officer  to  the  Troops  raised  by  the  Province.  He  concluded  his  speech  with 
recommending  peace,  harmony  &  dispatch.  ,      r      .• 

On  the  17'-  of  Febr^  M^  Clinton  laid  before  the  Council  several  letters  from  the  frontiers, 
containing  advice  that  the  French  were  preparing  an  expedition  against  the  English. 

And  on  the  IS    he  acquainted  them,  that  he  had.  in  consequence  of  that  advice,  chrected 
enuuiry  to  be  mad.    imong  the  Indians  concerning  the  designs  of  the  French;  and  the  Counc, 
iurlher  advised  him  to  send  out  scouts  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  Enemy,  and  to  recommend 
it  to  the  Assembly  to  make  provision  for  them. 

On  the  same  day  the  Assembly  presented  their  Address  to  the  Gov'  in  answer  to  his  speech, 
wherein,  they  assured  him.  that  they  should  with  all  dispatch  enter  into  the  consideration  of 
the  several  matters  he  had  recommended  to  them,  and  provide  such  srpplies  as  might  be 
necessary  for  the  defence  and  security  of  the  Colony  mid  annoyance  of  the  Enemy. 

The  Gov  then  sent  them  a  Message,  acquainting  them  with  the  advice  he  had  received 
concerning  the  designs  of  the  Enomy.  &  recommended  to  them  to  make  provision  for  Out 
Scouts,  and  the  Interpreter  he  hail  sent  amongst  the  Indians. 

On  the  "0-  of  Febr'  174^.  a  Committee  of  the  whole  house  upon  M'  Clinton's  speech  took 
int..  consideration  that  part  of  it.  which  related  to  the  agreement  of  the  Comn.iss.oners  l^or 
carrying  on  the  War.  and  report.-d  it  as  their  opinion,  that  the  alteration  proposed  by  the 


< 
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Mas  achuseta  Bay.  would  defeat  the  ends  of  the  agreement,  and  therefore  that  the  house  ought 
On  TV"     "^r'^-^^--'  -  -hich  opinion  the  house  unanimously  concurred.  ' 

On  the  23     the  house  came  to  several  Resolutions  to  make  provision  for  the  reoairs  of 

Fort.ficat.ons  for  the  pay  of  a  detachment  of  Militia  posted  at  Oswego,  for  provi  .L7fo    tl>e 
ad  detachment,  and  also  for  the  double  Garrison  of  regular  Forces  af  Oswego    odschgg 

t  e  expence  of  furn.shing   goods  to  the  Gunsmiths  sent  among  the  Indian  Nations    for  a^ 

furnishing  and  compleating  the  Gov'"'  house. 

to  m"  9r  r  '""  ""''' '?  '''^"'■•' '''  ^'^""'"  ^"  ^'^^^''^'^^  «f  ^  '«"«■•  '■-'^  the  Duke  of  Newcastle 
Ind  T  7^°Tr"'^'"^  ^«  ^°^'  C'''"t°"  ^"'^  him  to  take  necessary  measures  to  cuTva  e 

and  secure  the  friendship  of  the  Indians,  and  to  protect  and  defend  them  against  the  r  Er"  m"  ' 
for  which  purpose  presents  were  to  be  made  to  them,  and  the  expence  re.'nburs  ' 

1  his  paper  was  referred  to  a  Committee,  which  on  the  SO'"  Reported  • 

Hi,tl'?"M  ""  ^7""  P""'""  '''""'•^  ^'  '""'  "'"""S^*  '^^  '"di'^"«  '■"'•"'■«l>e'J  with  presents    to 

^rrem':;  iir-^ '- '-'"  -'  ^«  --  ^'•-'  ^'^^  ^ — wo:.  neL" 

bum  in^'^l^l'p'::!""'''  '''"  "'""  ^'^  '""'""  ^'^'^""^  '^  '^'''^'''^  «-«»^^^'  -'^  others 

S-^r  That  proper  measures  should  be  taken  to  induce  the  other  Govern"  to  furnish  their 
quotas  of  assistance  for  the  expedition  ag"  Crown  Point. 

Pi!!!  Tf  "'^""''^  ^"  recommended  to  Admiral  Knowles  to  send   some  of  his  ships  up  the 
K.ver  b'  Lawrence  to  make  a  diversion. 

5-''  They  submit  it.  whether  it  would  not  be  proper  to  maintain  a  garrison  at  Crown  point, 
in  case  the  expedition  should  succeed.  ^ 

nrnti  1?'^  ,\'!'^y,,'-*^.^7'"«"J'^J  't  t«  t''«  «ov'  to  examine  into  the  State  of  the  stores  of  War 
provided  at  His  Maj.  •  expence.  that,  in  case  the  expedition  proceeded,  the  other  Colonies  migh 
furn.sh  the.r  proportion.  "I'b'ii 

soot'l'Vs'siblf  ''"™""  °'  ''"  "'"'•  Colonies,  should  meet  at  some  convenient  place  as 
On  the  1..  of  March  the  Gov'  laid  the  extract  of  the  letter  of  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  before 
the  Assembly,  and  recommended  to  them  to  concur  with  the  other  Govern-  in  carrying  some 
vigorous  enterprise  into  execution.  ^  ^ 

On  theS"-  the  House  came  to  several  resolutions;  for  building  two  New  Blockhouses   nt 
Schenectady,  for    re-wood  and  candles  for  fourteen  Blockhouses  at'schenectady  L  A  lb  Z  'fo 
preparing  . tocka  oes  at  Albany,  and  for  purchasing  live  barrels  of  Gunpowdef  to  be  put'    to 

OfH 'rat^lban;       "'""^''  '"         ""'  "  "'"  '"""''^  '^"^"^''  '^  ^"^'"  ^°  '^^  Commanding 
On  the  4-"  M'  Clinton  sent  a  Message  to  the  Assembly  acquainting  them,  that,  upon  finding 

he  cou  d  not  retrain  13.  Companies  of  the  Levies  on  the  pay  of  the  Province,  he  iipplied  .^    ! 

(.ov'of  Connecticut  to  raise  three  in  that  Colony,  which  was  accordingly  done.     But  being 

one  more  than  the  late  Assembly  had  provided  for.  he  recommended    o  them  to  take       ' 

Company  into  the  pay  of  the  Province,  as  an  additional  security. 
The  same  day  the  House  came  to  a  resolution   to  make  an  allowance  for  the  pay  of  the 

Rangers  employed  ,u  scowring  the  Woods  on  the  Northern  Frontiers. 
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On  the  28'"  the  Gov'  being  indisposed,  the  Chief  Justice,  by  his  directio.is,  laid  before  the 
Council  two  letters  from  Gov'  Shirley  proposing  a  meeting  between  him  and  Gov' Clinton,  and 
an  interview  with  the  Indians,  and  approving  the  measures  M'  Clinton  had  taken  in  consequence 
of  the  Duke  of  Newcastle's  letter. 

Which  letters  were  referred  to  a  Committee,  who  on  the  29'"  reported,  that  an  expedition 
against  Crown  Point  would  not  fail  of  having  a  good  effect,  in  retaining  the  Six  Nations  of 
Indians  in  the  British  Interest;  tliat  they  recommended  it  to  M'  Clinton  to  send  a  Message  to 
the  Assembly,  to  induce  them  to  declare  themselves  chearfully  on  this  point,  and  to  acquaint 
them,  that,  in  case  of  success,  he  and  M'  Shirley  would  join  in  keeping  any  Fort  that  might 
be  taken  from  the  Enemy  at  the  expence  of  the  Town.  That  as  M'  Shirley  in  his  letter  had 
approved  of  the  proposal  for  sending  Coll :  Johnson  among  the  Six  Indian  Nations  to  prevent 
their  going  to  Canada,  for  building  Forts  amongst  those  Indians,  and  for  employing  parties 
of  them  in  the  Acts  of  Hostility,  they  recommended  to  His  Excell'^  to  carry  those  measures  into 
execution,  and  were  of  opinion,  that  his  Meeting  Gov'  Shirley  and  holding  an  interview  with 
the  Indians  would  be  for  the  publick  service. 

On  the  30"'  M'  Clinton  sent  a  Message  to  the  Assembly,  earnestly  recommending  to  them 
the  several  points,  which  the  Council  had  advised  him  to  recommend  to  them. 

On  the  31"  a  Committee  of  the  whole  house,  upon  the  s'  'd  Message  and  papers  therewith 
laid  before  them,  reported ;  that  they  acknowledged  His  Maj'>''  ftivour  in  directing,  that  the 
Indians  should  be  protected  and  secured  in  the  British  Interest  at  the  expence  of  the  Crown  ; 
that  the  Province  ought  to  join  with  the  other  Colonies  in  any  well  concerted  scheme,  and  that 
provision  should  be  made  to  enable  the  Commiss"  of  this  Colony  to  meet  those  of  the  others, 
and  concluded  on  proper  measures.     To  this  Report  the  house  unanimously  agreed. 

On  the  same  day  the  house  resolved  to  make  an  allowance  to  the  Gov'  for  monies  advanced 
by  him  for  Scalps  and  prisoners. 

On  the  1"  of  April  they  resolved  to  make  provision  for  the  pay  and  subsistance  of  800  Men, 
officers  included,  posted  on  the  frontiers.  For  additional  allowances  to  such  of  them  as  should 
be  employed  as  Rangers,  and  for  Out  Scouts  on  the  different  parts  of  the  Frontiers. 

On  the  9">  of  April,  M'  Clinton  with  the  advice  of  Council  gave  his  assent  to  the 
following  Act : 

"  An  Act  to  make  provision  for  several  services  for  the  defence  and  security  of  the  frontiers  " — 

By  this  Act,  Commiss"  of  Fortifications  are  appointed.  Commiss"  are  also  appointed  for  the 
pay  of  the  Rangers  and  out  Scouts,  and  for  providing  firewood  and  candles  for  the  Forts  and 
Blockhouses  upon  the  Frontiers  ;  and  the  Treasurer  is  directed  to  pay  to  the  Commiss"  the 
several  sums  mentioned  in  the  Act  without  any  warrant  from  the  Gov'  and  Council ;  payments 
are  also  directed  to  be  made  in  like  manner  to  persons  named  in  the  Act  for  purchasing  & 
transporting  provisions  for  the  use  of  the  Troops,  and  for  other  Military  services,  relative  to  the 
security  of  the  Province. 

"  An  Act  for  the  payment  of  salaries,  services  and  contingencies  of  the  Govern'" — 
In  this  Act  the  usual  allowances  are  made  to  the  Otlicers  of  Govern'  in  the  same  manner  as 
practiced  by  former  Acts  of  the  like  nature.  But  there  is  a  clause  in  this  Act,  for  appointing 
Robert  Charles  Esq'"  Agent  for  tlie  Colony,  and  making  an  allowance  to  him  for  that  service. 
Tliis  seems  to  be  a  very  improper  appointment,  and  ought  to  have  been  provided  for  by  a 
separate  Law.  M'  Clinton  'ikewisu  complains,  that  this  appointment  was  made  without  his 
knowledge  or  consent. 
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"An  Act  for  raising  the  sum  of  ^ISOO  by  a  Lottery" 

On  this  Act  M'  Lamb  observes,  that,  although  the  money  thereby  to  be  raised  is  directed  to 
remam  :n  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  to  and  for  the  purpose  of  folding  a  Sege  d  to  no 
other  use  whatever,  a  very  extraordinary  clause  immediately  follows,  fnacting 'th  t  i  any 
member  should  thereafter  move  for  applying  the  said  mone/to  any  other  purpt  .  h     LulJ 

W  thiX   Coir;?  '"  '''''  "  "I  '"'"^^  ^«^^"^^'^'  ^^'  ^"^^-  •"^-'-  con:  ,a  „ 
by  this  Act  Comm.ss"  were  nominated  for  that  trust  without  his  being  consulted. 

the  I-  '"T^  p"''  ^''''  '''  ''""*°"  ^'^J^"^""  ^'-  A-^-^bly  to  the  2-  of  May;  which   by 
the  advice  of  the  Council,  was  further  continued  to  the  SS'"  ^  ^ 

wi^t^e tasi^e:  ITZ^T  ^'''''  °'  ''"'^  '''''  '''  ''""  °^  ^P"'  ^-'^«'  ^^--ts  them 
with  the  measures  he  had   aken  m  consequence  of  the  Duke  of  Newcaslies  letter  to  Mr  Shirley 

and  the  recommendations  he  had  made  to  the  Assembly  upo.  thcc  occasion      He      ™ns' 

^ny'lherdtha't    btTiJ  T'''  '''""''''''  ^"  ^^"^'^^  ^^^^^  ^^  that  fhei:  IZ 
plainly  shewed  that  they  did  not  want  to  annoy  the  French  in  Canada,  but  rather  to  preserve 

he  neutrality,  with  which  he  had  so  often  acquainted  the  Board.     He  then  obsels  tha    the 

udians  were  uneasy  at  the  laying  aside  of  the  Canada  Expedition,  Thich.  toget'her^^^^^^^^^ 

the  in  formation  he  had  received,  induced  him  to  send  Coll :  Johnson  am^ng  th  m.  wfth  o  IrT  to 

the  E net:  'Tc^r  ^^Vf  ^  l''''''''^'^  ^"'^  ''''''  '''^  '"  ^^  of'hoXagrt 
tneii.nemy.     M  Clinton  concludes  his  letter  with  complaining  of  the   Assembly's  nianner  of 

bj  pl:;:usll?frorhim"°"''  ""  ^^'^^  ^-^  -morals  .om  him  in  that  character,  unles; 
On  the  230  of  May  1748.  M^  Clinton  communicated  to  the  Council,  a  letter  from  Coll  • 

Zr  stYtio":!"  ttirTes!  "  '""'''''  '''  '"^'"^  ''  ^™^'  --"''^-  -^  ^•«-^'- 

of  m!.^'"'°",  "I""^'''  ^"'"^  ^"'"■'  ""^  ^°""^''  ^  '^"«'-  f'-«'"  M'  Stoddert.  relating  to  the  designs 
of  the  French,  to  enter  upon  an  expedition  against  the  English.  ^  ^ 

It   appears   from  the  Journal  of  Coll :  Johnson's  transactions  with  the  Indians    that  they 
c  mplained  of  the.r  kindred  being  detained  prisoners  at  Canada.     Upon  wh     .  Ui    Cou  I 

exchange  some  F  rench  prisoners  for  those  of  the  six  Nations  prisoners  .n  Canada.  ^ 

1  hese  papers  were  then  referred  to  a  Comminee  and  the  Council  advised  the  Gov'  further  to 
adjourn  the  Assembly  to  the  6-.  of  June;  on  which  day  the  Committee  of  Counrnade  their 

L^ountry  ot  the  bix  Nations  for  fheir  present  relief,  and  that  they  should  likewise  be  sunolied 

and  clothelfrrtl  Six  ;;[ior"""'  ''  ''''''''  ^'^''"'''''^  P"-"-'"«  --'  «-»''- 

dav'^rClhit'o?  "^  "!""\r""  ^'"'"^''^  """'  """^  '"''''  '■"^^•■"  "^J°"^"«^  to  the  21"  on  which 

day  M  Clinton  sen    a  Message  to  them,  desiring  that,  as  the  season  of  the  year  wo-kl  not 

en„t   their   providing   for   the   services   he    had    before   recommended    to     i    m     he   now 

them,  they  would  s.e  that  chere  was  great  danger  oti.  general  defection  of  the  Indians. 
■  T...  worO.  within  .r.oM.  ..  «a.W  ...,  .V^  ,w.  C.„.U  M.,.u,,  X X...  .OS.  S..  ,i,.  of  „.  A„,  ,„..,  p.  .,«,  _  k.. 
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unless  they  were  engaged  in  some  enterprize ;  that  therefore  he  hoped,  they  would  unite  with 
the  other  Govern"  in  executing  the  agreement  which  had  been  made ;  that  he  had  invited  the 
Six  Nations  to  an  interview  at  the  beginning  of  the  next  month,  but  that  it  would  have  little 
etTect,  unless  the  purchasing  of  Arms,  cloathes  and  Amunition  from  them  was  prohibited ;  for 
which  purpose  he  desired,  an  Act  mipht  be  passed.  That  he  recommended  it  to  them  to  make 
provision  for  the  repair  of  the  Fortifications,  a  state  of  which  he  had  ordered  to  be  laid  before 
them.  That  he  had  likewise  ordered  to  be  laid  before  them  several  papers  relating  to  the 
danger,  the  sea  coast  was  exposed  to,  from  the  Enemy's  privateers.  That  he  had  received 
complaints  from  the  Gov'  of  Canada,  that  there  was  no  Cartel  settled  for  the  exchange  of 
prisoners  between  the  two  Govern".  He  recommended  it  to  them  to  provide  for  the  necessary 
expence  of  the  maintenance  and  exchange  of  prisoners,  particularly  those  of  the  Six  Nations, 
and  for  rewards  for  scalps  and  prisoners.  He  'len  acquainted  them,  that  he  had  appointed 
Colonel  Johnson,  Col :  of  the  Levies,  and  exhorted  them  to  make  him  an  allowance  suitable  to 
th;it  Command,  and  to  continue  the  Troops  upon  the  frontiers  in  the  pay  of  the  Province. 

On  the  24""  of  June  174S.  Coll :  Beckman  acquainted  the  house,  that  he  was  informed,  that, 
upon  some  of  the  New  Levies  suing  their  Capt"  for  their  ptiy,  the  Gov'  sent  ordera  to  ti.e 
Judge  to  put  a  stop  to  the  proceedings,  and  ordered  letters  to  be  wrote,  one  to  the  Clerk  of 
the  County  to  prevent  his  issuing  writs  for  such  demands,  the  other  to  the  Sheriff  to  prevent 
his  executing  of  them.     Upon  this  occasion  a  Com'"  was  appointed  to  examine  into  this  affair. 

On  the  27"'  the  Speaker  communicated  to  ihe  house  a  letter,  which  he  had  received  from  the 
Gov'  wherein  he  acquaints  him,  that  he  had  heard  of  Coll :  Beckman's  information,  that  he 
had  only  recommended  to  the  Officers  of  the  Court  to  put  a  stop  to  tl:3  claim  of  those  deserters, 
who  went  off  with  His  Majv''  arms  and  cloathing,  and  had  thereby  forfeited  their  pay;  that  if 
such  a  step  could  be  construed  a  violation  of  the  Laws,  it  was  done  thro'  inadvertency,  and  he 
was  ready  to  redress  any  damage  that  might  have  been  received  thereby. 

The  same  day  the  Assembly  came  to  a  resolution,  that  the  Gov'  should  be  desired  to  send  a 
Flag  of  Truce  to  Canada  A'ith  twenty  five  French  prisoners,  to  be  exchanged  for  such  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Colony  and  of  the  Six  Nations  as  were  prisoners  Uiere,  and  that  they  would 
make  good  the  Expence. 

On  tne  29"'  of  June  174S.  the  Com""  to  whom  the  Gov'"  Message  of  the  21"  had  been 
referred,  reported  their  opinion,  that  the  consideration  of  the  services  recommended  by  the 
Gov'  would  more  properly  fall  under  the  consideration  of  the  House,  at  the  usual  time  of 
providing  for  the  services  of  t\.^  current  year,  that  further  subsistance'  should  be  made  at  that 
time  for  the  subsistance  of  such  a  number  of  Men,  as  should  be  necessary  to  defiend  the 
frontiers,  and  tliat  the  consideration  of  .the  Fortifications  and  the  protection  of  Trade  should 
then  take  place  also. 

That  they  were  not  a  little  surprized  that  the  Gov'  should  press  them  to  unite  with  the 
other  Govern",  to  execute  the  agreement  entered  inio  with  them,  as  that  house  had  always 
shewn  itself  ready,  the  Province  of  the  Massachusets  Bay  had  ever  refused,  to  comply  with 
the  terms,  and  had  withdrawn  their  warlike  stores  from  Albany. 

On  the  30'"  the  Gov'  laid  before  the  Council  the  Resolution  of  the  Assembly  of  the  27"" 
relating  to  the  exchange  of  Prisoners,  and  was  advised  to  send  the  French  and  Spanish 
prisoners  now  in  the  Colony  to  Canada. 

'  proTuiou.  Journal  of  the  Oenernl  Auembly,  II.,  241.  — Kd. 
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On  the  1"  of  July  M'  Clinton,  at  the  Assembly's  desire,  adjourned  them  to  the  9"-  of  August, 
having  first  given  his  assent  to  the  following  Act. 

'•  An  Act  to  prevent  buying  from  or  exchanging  with  the  Indians  any  Arms  or  other  presents, 
"  they  may  receive  by  his  M'''*  orders." 

The  provisions  of  this  Act  appear  to  be  reasonable,  and  well  calculated  to  prevent  the 
mischiefs  which  gave  rise  to  its  passing. 

On  the  8'"  of  July  1748.  M'  Clinton  having  recommended  the  peace  of  the  City  and  County 
to  the  care  of  the  Council,  embarked  for  Albany.  The  Members  of  the  Council,  that  attended 
him  thither,  were:  M'  Golden,  M'  Chief  Justice  De  Lancey,  M'  Livingston  and  M'  Kennedy 

On  the  21"  M'  Clinton  acquainted  the  above  mentioned  Cou.icil,  that  the  pay  provided  fo. 
the  province  Troops,  was  all  expended,  desired  their  opinion,  whether  he  might  continue  them 
some  t.me  longer  in  service,  in  confidence  that  tha  Assembly,  when  they  met  would  pay 
them,  and  was  advised  to  continue  them  accordingly. 

On  the  aa'x  M' Clinton  and  M' Shirley  had  an  Interview  and  conference  with  the  Six  Nations 
and  their  allies,  when  they  solemnly  promised  to  remain  steady  in  the  British  Interest,  not  to 
go  to  Canada,  nor  to  hearken  to  the  insinuation  of  the  French. 

On  the  g'"  r{  August  1748.  M'  Clinton  laid  before  the  Council  His  Maj'^'  proclamation  for  a 
cessation  of  arms,  which  was  ordered  to  be  published. 

M'  Clinton  and  M'  Shirley  in  a  joint  letter  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  dated  the  1S">  August 
1748.  giving  fin  account  of  the  proceedings  at  Albany,  represent,  that,  w.ien  they  received  the 
'ling's  commands  to  concert  measures  for  securing  the  Six  Nations  in  the  British  Interest, 
those  Indians  were  under  great  uneasiness  from  the  disappointmr>nt,  they  had  met  with,  by  the 
expedition  ag"  Canada  not  taking  place;  that  the  insinuations  of  the  French,  assisted  (as  they 
suspected)  by  some  of  the  Inhabitants  ci  Albany  with  a  view  of  obtaining  a  neutrality,  had 
made  such  an  impression  on  them,  thia  they  were  ready  to  send  a  solenm  Deputation  to 
Canada;  that,  notwithstanding  these  difficulties,  the  Interview  at  Albany  (at  which  an 
extraordinary  number  of  Indians  were  present)  and  the  presents  then  given,  had  prevented 
their  going  to  Canada.  That  the  Indians  were  greatly  atlected  with  the  intelligence  they  got 
at  Albany  of  the  preliminaries  being  signed,  and  a  proclamation  publisiied  for  a  cessation 
of  Arms;  that  in  these  circumstances  all  was  obtained  from  them,  that  could  be  proposed; 
that  every  thing  had  been  done  that  might  ':onvince  them  of  the  advantages  they  would  reap 
from  a  strict  friendship  with  the  English,  and  that  the  necessary  expence  on  this  occasion  had 
been  very  great;  but  that  all  this  would  have  failed  of  success,  had  not  some  neighbouring 
Nations  otlered  to  join  with  them  in  a  vigorous  attack  upon  Canada;  that  there  was  at  that 
time  a  good  opportunity  of  promoting  the  English  Trade  and  Interest,  which  might  best  be 
efiected  by  employing  proper  persons  amongst  the  Indians,  to  inform  tiiemselves  of  every  thing, 
which  may  promote  Trade,  and  hinder  the  Indians  from  being  cheated. 

That  the  Con.miss"  to  whose  -are  the  Indian  AtiUirs  had  been  committed,  were  by  no  means 
proper  persons,  for  which  Uiey  were  assigned  many  reasons ;  that  the  time  of  peace  was  in  all 
respects  the  -.ost  proper  for  the  execution  of  this  attempt,  and  therefore  they  recommend  the 
setting  about  it  immediately.  "SV  Clinton  &  SV  Shirley  conclude  their  letter  with  recommeno  ig 
to  the  Board  the  prayer  of  a  meniori  1  presented  to  them  by  the  Massachusets  Bay,  desiring 
that  the  Southern  Colonies  may  he  obliged  to  bear  a  just  proportion  of  the  charge  of  defending 
the  Inland  territories  of  the  Massacliusets,  Connecticut  and  New  York. 
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On  the  Si""  of  Sept'  M""  Clinton  acquainted  the  Council  that  there  were  only  provisions  for 
the  Forces  on  the  Frontiers  till  the  1"  of  October,  and  that,  if  a  supply  was  not  procured  by 
that  time,  there  was  reason  to  believe  they  would  disband  themselves.  That  he  had  already 
mentioned  this  to  the  speaker,  who  thought  it  as  yet  improper  to  disband  the  Forces,  and  that 
he  had  sent  to  several  Members  of  the  house,  who  were  of  the  same  opinion.  Whereupon 
the  Council  advised  His  Excell"^  to  supply  them  with  provisions  till  the  21"  October. 

On  the  4""  October  1748.  M"  Clinton  communicated  to  the  Council  a  copy  of  the  speech  he 
intended  to  make  to  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations  then  at  Albany,  in  which  he  thanked  them 
for  their  assurances,  that  they  would  not  go  to  Canada,  but  rely  on  him  to  get  their  prisoners 
released ;  assured  them  that  he  would  use  his  best  endeavours  with  the  Gov'  of  Canada  for 
that  purpose,  and  that  he  would  restore  no  French  prisoners  to  him,  till  their  prisoners  should 
be  restored,  or  security  given  for  restoring  them. 

The  Gov'  also  laid  before  the  Council  a  letter  from  Capt"  Stoddart,  advising  that  the 
Commiss"  at  Albany  had  refused  him  provisions  for  his  company,  saying,  they  had  no  orders 
to  issue  any,  which  His  Excell'^''  was  the  more  surprized  at,  as  he  had  sent  his  Secretary  to  M' 
Richards  to  desire  him  to  send  such  orders,  and  had  received  for  answer,  that  he  would  sent 
them  ;  whereupon,  M'  Richards  being  called  upon  for  the  reason,  why  he  had  not  sent  orders 
accordingly,  returned  for  answer,  that  he  had  consulted  M'  Van  Home  the  other  Commissioner, 
who  would  not  agree  to  send  more  provisions  or  to  do  any  thing  further,  they  having  fulfilled 
the  Act.  M'  Richards  being  then  asked,  if  he  would  send  up  provisions  upon  the  Gov'"'  written 
order,  answered  he  would  not.  Whereupon  the  Council  ordered  a  letter  to  be  wrote  to  the 
Commiss"  at  Albany,  recommending  to  them  to  supply  the  said  Forces  to  21"  October,  and 
inclosing  a  copy  of  their  minute  of  the  24""  of  September. 

The  Assembly,  having  been  adjourned  from  time  to  time  to  the  12""  of  October,  met  on  that 
day,  and  on  the  14""  M'  Clinton  in  a  speech  to  them,  congratulated  them  on  the  near  prospect 
of  a  General  peace  ;  but,  as  it  was  not  finally  concluded,  recommended  to  them  to  take  the 
necessary  precautions  for  the  security  of  the  province,  by  continuing  the  Troops  at  Albany 
some  time  longer  in  the  pay  of  the  Province.  He  reminded  them  of  the  unprecedent'd 
manner  in  which  they  had  hitherto  granted  his  salary  and  those  of  the  other  Officers.  He  told 
them  that  the  inclination,  with  which  he  came  to  the  Govern'  to  do  every  thing  for  the  ease  of 
the  people,  and  the  advice  at  that  time  given  him,  had  induced  him  at  first  to  assent  to  the  yearly 
Act,  and  the  war  with  France  had  ever  since  prevented  his  refusing  his  assent  to  those  Acts; 
but  that  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  and  the  experience  he  had  had  of  the  tendency  of  those 
Acts,  had  now  determined  him,  to  put  a  stop  to  those  innovations,  and  that  he  did  not  think 
himself  at  liberty  to  assent  to  the  like  Acts  for  the  future.  That  he  was  not  seeking  any 
augmentation  of  salary,  in  what  he  recommended,  and  if  they  chjse  to  express  in  the  Act  the 
sum  to  be  paid  for  each  Officer's  salary,  he  should  not  oppose  it.  That  the  principal  objections 
he  had  to  their  present  manner  of  granting  salaries  from  year  to  year,  instead  of  for  five  years, 
were,  that  Grants  and  matters  of  a  different  nature  were  intermixed  in  those  Acts,  and  that 
salaries  were  appointed  to  Officers  personally  by  name  and  not  to  Officers  for  the  time  being, 
which  he  desired  them  to  avoid  for  the  future.  He  then  recommended  to  them  to  pay  the 
large  sums  due  from  the  Province  to  Coll :  Johnson,  for  which  the  honour  of  the  Govern'  was 
engaged;  to  make  provision  for  paying  the  arrears  due  to  the  Troops,  for  continuing  those 
posted  on  the  frontiers,  for  the  expence  of  Messengers  ettc.  on  account  of  the  exchange  of 
Prisoners,  iind  for  compleating  the  Gov'''  house  and  Stables. 
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On  the  lO'"  174S.  The  Assembly  prepared  an  Address  to  M'  Clinton  in  answer  to  his  Speech 

in  which  they  thanked  him  for  his  congratulations  on  the  prospect  of  a  general  peace,  which 

being  so  near,  they  thought  it  their  duty  to  have  regard  to  the  grievous  an.j  heavy  burthen  of 

Taxes,  which  the  Province  must  sustain  for  many  years,  and  not  to  continue  the  Forces  at 

Albany  in  the  Pay  of  the  Colony,  the  three  Independent  Companies  being,  in  their  opinion 

sufficient,  for  the  security  of  the  Frontiers  in  the  present  situation  of  attairs.     They  told  liis 

Lxcell«T  that  the  number  of  regular  Forces  usually  posted  at  Oswego  in  time  of  peace  had  been 

always  judged  sufficient  for  that  garrison,  and  that  they  should  accordingly  provide  for  number. 

i  hat  when  His  Kxcell'^  should  send   persons  of  higher  Rank  and  repute  than  those  he  had 

employed  to  negotiate  with  the  Cov'  of  Canada  concerning  the  exchange  of  ,    isoners,  they 

should  then   have  Room   to  congratulate  him  on  his  success,  and  provide  for  all  reasonable 

expence  on  that  service.     That  a  long  experience  of  the  many  inconveniencies  that  arose  from 

the  settlement  o(  a  five  years  support  had  determined  the  Assembly  in  M'  Clark's  time  to  depart 

from  that  metho.i,  an.i  the  good  effects  of  an  annual  support  to  the  OoV  and  of  the  Grants  to 

other  Ofhcers  of  Govern'  personally  and  by  name,  gave  them  the  greatest  reason  to  continue 

the  present  method.    That  had  the  grants  been  made  to  Justices  for  the  time  being.  His  Excell'^ 

(bemg  under  the  influence  of  a  person  of  so  vile  a  character,  that  it  was  astonishing  he  should 

persist  in  submitting  to  his  Counsels)  would  have  filled  the  Office  of  Third  Justice,  with  some 

unworthy  person.    That  when  his  Excell'^  gave  his  assent  to  the  first  Act  of  this  Nature,  he  was 

apprised  of  the  sentiments  of  the  Assembly  on  those  heads,  and  well  advised  in  so  doing.    That 

he  had  acceeded  to  those  terms,  for  good  Reasons,  and  valuable  considerations,  and  they  were 

sorry  he  did  not  think  himself  at  liberty  to  assent  to  such  Acts  for  the  future,  because  they 

were  so  well  convinced,  that  the  method  was  salutary,  that  they  could  never  depart  from  it. 

They  concluded  with  assuring  him  that  all  the  other  matters  he  had  recommended  should  have 

their  due  weight  with  them. 

On  the  20'-  October  1748.  a  Comm'«  of  the  whole  house  upon  the  Gov'-  speech  resolved  to 
grant  ^3000  for  the  payment  of  the  Forces  on  the  frontiers  to  the  1"  Nov'  next,  and  so  make 
immediate  provision  for  the  Detachment  of  Militia  posted  at  Oswego  to  the  16<"  of  Sepr  next 

M'  Clinton  in  his  letter  to  the  Board  of  Trade  of  this  day's  dale,  repeats  his  complaints  of 
the  mcroachments  of  the  Assembly  on  the  King's  prerogative  and  authority;  recites  the  several 
steps  they  have  taken  to  get  the  executive  power  of  Govern'  into  their  own  hands,  and  add« 
that  the  prospect  of  a  general  peace,  gave  him  hopes  of  being  freed  from  the  difficulties  the 
Assembly  had  laid  him  under,  in  making  provision  for  the  defence  of  the  Country  and  of 
putting  a  stop  to  the  usurpations  of  the  Assembly.  For  these  purposes  he  proposes  •  the 
repeal  of  the  Act  for  the  payment  of  Salaries,  tho'  it  had  already  in  most  parts  taken  its  effect, 
and  desires  the  Board  to  Consider,  what  Instruction  or  other  method  may  conduce  to  this  end' 

On  the  21"  Oct'  1748.  M'  Clinton,  who  had  delayed  appointing  a  time  for  receiving  the 
above  address,  sent  a  Message  to  the  Assembly,  acquainting  them,  that,  their  being  in  the  copy 
of  their  address,  which  he  had  seen,  no  regard  to  the  decency  due  to  his  character,  he  did  not 
think  it  proper  to  receive  it,  but  that  business  might  not  be  at  a  stand,  on  that  account,'  to 
answer  every  part  of  it;  that  he  had  no  private  interest  but  the  security  of  the  province  in 
view,  in  recommending  the  continuance  of  the  forces  in  pay,  and  that  no  nation  ever  disbanded 
their  Forces  before  a  peace  was  concluded ;  that  he  had  reason  to  think  the  person,  he  had 
instructed  to  go  with  the  prisoners  to  Canada,  had  behaved  himself  properly.     That  having 
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since  desired  the  Gentlemen  of  tlie  Council  to  name  persons,  whom  they  thought  most  proper 
for  this  service  not  one  of  them  had  named  a  person,  but  had  given  it  as  their  opinion,  that 
nobody  of  distinction  would  be  willing  to  go;  that  he  feared  his  endeavours  for  the  relief  of 
prisoners  would  now  be  obstructed,  since  doubts  might  be  entertained  of  their  paying  the 
expence  of  such  service.  That  he  was  better  acquainted  with  the  persons  whose  characters 
they  had  given  him,  than  they  could  be;  he  repeated  to  them,  that  till  he  should  know  His 
Maj')''  pleasure,  he  should  not  assent  to  any  Bill  for  an  annual  support.  That  notwithstanding 
that  they  might  provide  for  the  arrears  due  the  Forces,  and  other  debts  and  services  he  had 
recommended  to  them.  That  he  should  not  refuse  his  assent  to  any  Bill  calculated  for  His 
Maj""'  service,  and  should  do  them  justice  to  transmit  to  the  King's  Ministers  a  copy  of  the 
paper  they  called  an  Address. 

On  the  same  day  M""  Clinton  communicated  to  the  Council  the  resolves  of  the  Assembly, 
relating  to  the  pay  and  dismission  of  the  Forces  posted  at  Albany  and  the  detachment  of  Militia 
at  Oswego,  Whereupon  the  Council  advised  His  Excell'^  to  represent  to  the  Assembly  the 
impracticability  of  removing  the  said  Militia  by  water;  and  to  recommend  to  them  to  subsist 
and  pay  them  till  the  return  of  the  season  in  which  they  could  be  withdrawn;  they  gave  it 
also  as  their  opinion,  that  the  Assembly  having  resolved  to  pay  the  Forces  only  to  the  1"  Nov' 
there  was  no  remedy,  and  therefore  his  Excell'^''  should  disband  them,  and  recommend  to  the 
Assembly,  that  the  money  be  ready  at  Albany  by  the  said  1"  November. 

On  the  ai"-  Oct'  1748.  M'  Clinton  sent  a  Message  to  the  Assembly,  in  pursuance  of  the 
above  advice,  which  Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee,  to  which  the  speech  had 
been  committed. 

On  the  2G"'  a  Comm'«  upon  M'  Clinton's  Message  of  the  21"  proceeded  therein,  and  it 
appearing,  that  M'  Clinton,  when  desired  to  appoint  a  time  for  receiving  the  address,  had  said, 
he  liad  not  seen  a  copy  of  it,  and  that  a  copy  had  thereupon  been  given  to  him  by  one  of  the 
Members  sent  on  that  occasion,  they  came  to  the  following  resolution; 

That  it  was  irregular  to  send  the  Gov'  a  copy  of  any  address  intended  to  be  presented,  and 
that  he  had  no  right  to  insist  on  any  such  copy. 

That  it  was  the  undoubted  Ilight  of  the  house  to  have  access  to  the  Gov'. 

That  the  Gov'*'  denying  access  to  this  House  was  a  violation  of  its  Ilight,  was  contrary  to 
his  promise  made  to  the  speaker  when  presented  to  him,  and  tended  to  the  destruction  of  all 
intercourse  between  the  several  branches  of  the  Legislature,  and  consequently  to  the  subversion 
of  the  Constitution. 

That  whoever  advised  his  Excell''  to  deny  access  to  the  House,  was  an  Enemy  to  the 
Assembly  and  the  people  they  represent. 

On  the  27"'  of  October  1748.  a  Comm'"  of  the  whole  house  upon  M'  Clinton's  Message  of 
the  24""  inst :  reported  their  opinion  : 

That,  it  appearing  by  informations  from  several  Gentlemen  of  Albany  that  the  Detachm'  of 
Militia  at  Oswego  can  return  by  land,  the  (Jov'  be  desired  to  send  orders  for  the  return  of  the 
said  Detachment. 

Which  resolution  being  sent  to  M'  Clinton  he  returned  for  answer,  that  he  would  give 
immediate  directions  accordingly. 

M'  Clinton  in  his  letter  to  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  UO"-  October  1748.,  represents,  that  he 
had  taken  all  the  moderate  measureH  in  hi«  power  to  reconcile  the  differences  with  the  Assembly, 
but  that  the  obstinacy  of  the  Faction  could  not  be  overcome,  but  by  His  Majesty's  authority. 
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That  he  had  neglected  no  opportunity  of  taking  the  advice  of  the  most  proper  persons  with 
regard  to  h.s  conduct.  That  when  M'  Shirley  was  last  summer  at  New  York,  he  had  taken 
that  opportunity  of  informing  him  of  the  State  of  the  province.  &  was  pursuing  the  measures 
M  Shirley  advised  him  to  trke  with  the  Assembly.  That  it  was  by  M'  Shirley's  advice  and 
nssistance  that  he  had  prevailed  on  M'  Golden  to  return  to  the  Council,  and  assist  them  in 
private;  That  the  paper  they  called  an  address  was  a  fresh  proof  of  their  malice  to  that 
Gentleman,  and  ought  at  the  same  time  to  convince  the  Board  of  M^  Colden's  good  Character 
since  they  had  not  been  able  to  point  out  one  single  Act  of  misbehaviour,  notwithstanding 
their  virulence  against  him.  That  it  may  be  naturally  concluded  from  the  Assembly's 
publishing  the  copy  of  their  address  in  their  Minutes,  after  he  had  told  them,  that  he  should 
transmit  it  to  the  King's  Ministers,  that  they  will  „„t  wait  the  King's  determination  on  differences 
of  that  sort,  but  set  up  the  people  as  the  dernier  resort.  He  concludes  with  recommending  to 
he[ir]  consideration  the  conduct  of  the  Assembly,  and  desiring  them  to  find  proper  methods 
to  preserve  His  Maj""  authority.  i'    f  i  uub 

On  the  1"  2'^  and  3^  of  November  1748.  several  petitions  were  presented  to  the  Assembly 
praying  payinent  for  sundry  services  performed  amongst  the  Indians  and  upon  the  Frontiers, 
and  on  the  4  the  house  came  to  several  liesolutions  for  making  provision  for  the  said  services, 
as  also  for  repairing  some  of  the  Fortifications,  and  other  contingent  expences.  out  of  the 
moneys  raised  by  the  Act  for  emitting  ^13000  and  .f:>SOOO  in  Bills  of  Credit. 

On  the  lO'"  November  M'  Clinton  laid  before  the  Assembly  Coll  :  Johnson's  account,  and 
recommended  to  them  to  make  provision  for  payment  thereof  as  soon  as  possible. 

On  the  !:>"•  of  November  M^  Clinton  prorogued  the  Assembly  to  the  second  Tuesday  in 
March  following,  and.  in  a  speech  made  to  them  on  that  occasion,  he  took  notice  of  their 
resolves  of  the  ao-  of  October,  upon  his  refusing  to  receive  their  address,  and  observed  to 
them,  that  their  disrespect  to  him  was  the  cause  of  it. 

That  in  this  case,  they  assumed  priviledges  greater  than  those  of  the  House  of  Commons 
in  hngland. 

That  in  all  dilTerences  betwixt  them  there  was  a  Legal  method  of  Redress;  that  he  did 
them  the  justice  to  ac.juaint  them,  that  he  should  send  the  address  to  His  Mai'V.  Ministers,  but 
that  they  declined  all  Justice  in  ordering  ii  to  he  printed. 

That  in  most  of  the  Bills  they  lia.l  prepared  for  liis  assent,  they  had  assumed  the  executive 
powers  of  (.over.,' ;  but  that  the  necessity  of  the  service  obliged  him  to  give  his  assent  to  them, 
the  Acts  passed  by  Mr  Clinton  this  sessions  were  as  follows,  viz'. 

"  An  Act  to  continue  the  .Act  for  support  of  Covern'  for  ohm  year"  — 

(»n  this  Act  M'  Clinton,  in  a  letter  to  the  Board  dated  the  16".  Nov',  observes,  that  this  is 
the  same  tule  as  the  Acts  by  whi<-h  in  the  time  of  his  predecessors  money  was  granted  for  the 
support  of  (Jovern'.  to  he  isHue.i  by  warr'of  (i„v'  and  Council,  hut  that  by  this  Act,  the  money 
.8  to  remmn  in  the  Treasury,  till  drawn  out  by  some  subscjuent  .Vet,  and  that  he  gave  his 
Assent  to  it,  least  the  duties  for  the  support  of  Covern'  should  cease. 

It  must  however  be  oh.erved,  that  this  .Act  is  the  same  as  others  which  have  lieen  passed  for 
the  same  purpose  since  the  year  17.'t7. 

"  An  Act  for  the  payment  of  Forces  on  the  Northern  frontiers." 

M'  ("linloii  ohsiTves.  that  he  was  iin,|,.r  a  necessity  of  passim,' this  Act.  least  the  forces  rnispil 
(or  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  should  be  dispersed  without  their  arrears.  That  he  had 
however  many  objections  to  it : 
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1"  That  Paymasters  were  nominated  in  the  Bill,  without  his  consent,  and   notoriously 

disaffected  to  him. 

S-"*  That  the  money  was  to  be  paid  to  the  private  soldiers  respectively,  and  not  to  the 
Captains,  who  were  likely  thereby  to  become  great  sufferers,  having  advanced  money  to 
the  Men,  during  the  time  no  provision  was  made  by  the  Assembly. 

"  An  Act  to  support  the  Trading  House  and  Garrison  at  Oswego." 

M'  Clinton  observes  that  this  Act  was  necessary,  as  the  beneficial  Furr  Trade  of  the 
province  depends  upon  it,  but  that  the  Assembly  have  made  an  extraordinary  Innovation  by 
directing  the  Forfeitures  to  be  sued  for  in  the  name  of  the  Commiss",  though  the  money  is 
granted  to  the  King. 

There  were  besides  the  above  mentioned  Acts  two  others  past  by  the  Council  &  Assembly, 

to  which  the  Govr  refused  his  assent  viz'. 

"  An  act  for  defraying  several  contingent  charges  of  Govern*" — 

On  this  Act  M'  Clinton  observes : 

1"  That  the  charges  are  not  said  to  be  made  for  his  Majesty's  service. 

2»''>r  That  all  the  payments  are  to  be  made  without  Warrant  from  the  Gov'. 

S*""  That  provision  is  made  for  payment  of  services  done  by  persons  not  employed  by  him, 
and  the  services  of  persons  employed  by  him  neglected 

d'l-'y  That  by  this  Act,  all  the  Gunpowder  which  the  Assembly  purchased  and  placed  under 
a  Storekeeper  of  their  own  appointment,  is  directed  by  this  Act  to  be  sold  and  the  money 
applyed  todefray  the charches  allowed  by  the  Bill,  without  having  a  single  pound  of  Gunpowder 
allowed  him  for  the  defence  of  the  province. 

"An  Act  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries,  services  and  contingencies  for  one  year." 

M'  Clinton  referrs  to  his  speech  to  the  Assembly  on  the  U""  of  October  for  his  reasons  for 
not  assenting  lo  tiiis  Act. 

In  his  aforementioned  letter  dated  the  16'"  of  November,  he  again  presses  the  Board  to  send 
him  instructions  for  his  Conduct;  for  until  that  was  done  it  would  be  to  no  purpose  for  him  to 
meet  an  Assembly  ;  this  is  again  repeated  in  a  letter  from  M'  t'liiilon  dated  the  >2i"'  of  Felii' 
following,  wherei'i  he  largely  expatiates  upon  the  designs  and  proceedings  of  M'  De  Lancey 
and  the  Faction ;  but  there  is  nothing  contained  in  this  letter,  which  has  not  been  fully  set 
forth  in  former  parts  of  this  State. 

On  the  14""  of  March  174S  M'  Clinton  communicated  to  the  Council  a  letter  from  M'  Lydius, 
advising  him,  that  he  had  been  inforinM,  that  the  French  had  sent  to  the  Five  Nations  to 
prevail  with  them  not  to  join  the  Oltewawas,  with  whom  they  were  apprehensive  of  a  war ; 
whereupon  the  Council  advised  M'  Clinton  to  send  a  proper  person  to  the  Six  Nations,  to 
represent  to  them,  that  if  the  French  or  their  Indians  should  attack  the  OllowawaH,  who  are 
allied  to  the  said  Nations,  it  would  be  incumbent  upon  them  to  assist  them,  and  that  if  the 
French  should  resent  it.  His  ExcelK'  would  support  them;  to  remind  them  also  of  their 
promise  made  at  the  last  Treaty,  to  deliver  up  any  French  which  might  come  amongst  them,  lo 
Ills  FxcelK'.  or  any  person  he  should  send,  and  therefore,  to  insist,  tlnit,  if  any  French  are  now 
amongst  them,  they  shoulil  he  sent  lo  Col:  Johnson. 

The  Assembly  appointed  to  meet  this  day,  and  wore  udjourned  to  the  If""  of  April,  and  by 
Ruhsefjuent  adjouriimiMitu  to  the  '.'7.  of  .lune. 

On  the  2"'  of  May  17  l'.».  M'  tMinlon  transmitted  lo  the  Hoard  several  Depositions,  relating  to 
un  insult  ollered  lo  M'  ilollund  one  of  the  Council  and  Mayor  of  New  York,  by  M'  Oliver  Ue 
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Lancey,  brother  of  the  Chief  Justice,  which  in  his  letter  to  the  Board,  he  urges  as  a  further 
proof  of  the  malice  of  the  Faction,  and  observes,  tiiat  a  prosecution  of  M'  Oliver  De  Lancey 
was  prevented  by  the  Influence  of  his  Brother. 

On  the  lO*^  of  May  his  Maj'>''  proclamation  for  a  due  observance  of  the  peace  was  published. 

On  the  IS""  of  May  Mr  Clinton  laid  before  the  Council  a  letter  from  Coll:  Johnson, 
acquainting  him,  that,  that  part  of  his  and  M--  Shirley's  letter  to  the  Gov'  of  Canada,  wherein 
the  Six  Nations  are  mentioned  as  vassals  and  suhjects  of  the  King  of  Great  Brittain,  having 
been  maliciously  represented  by  the  French,  iiad  occasioned  great  uneasiness  amongst  these 
Nations,  which  he  had  with  great  difficulty  removed  ;  and  recommending  the  sending  a  person 
to  Oswego  to  confer  with  the  Far  Nations,  who  had  offered  their  service  in  the  War. 

On  this  letter  the  Council  advised  the  Gov'  to  direct  Col :  Johnson  to  acquaint  the  Indians, 
that  the  words  "  subjects  and  Vassals"  meant  only  such  as  are  under  the  protection  and  paternal 
care  of  the  King  of  Great  Brittain;  and  also  advised  the  sending  a  person  to  Oswego  with 
presents  for  the  Far  Indians. 

On  the  3"'  of  June  1749.  M'  Clinton  in  a  letter  to  the  Board  acquaints  them,  that  the  Gov'  of 
Canada  had  sent  Emissaries  amongst  the  Six  Nations,  to  debauch  them  from  their  fidelity  to 
the  English,  and  to  prevail  upon  them  to  go  to  Canada,  to  humble  themselves  for  having 
entered  into  the  war  against  them ;  that  he  also  threatened  war  against  a  Nation  upon  the 
Lakes  who  had  joined  us  in  the  war  against  them,  and  greatly  distressed  the  Trade. 

That  he  was  doing  every  thing  in  his  power  to  defeat  those  designs,  but  as  the  Govern'  was 
without  one  farthing  for  the  support  of  it,  or  to  defray  any  expence,  he  was  under  a  necessity 
of  defraying  this  expence  of  preserving  the  Indians  out  of  his  own  I'ocket.  That  he  had  sent 
an  Interpreter  with  provisions  and  Amunition,  to  meet  the  Missisagues  at  Oswego,  and 
encourage  them  in  the  confidence  of  being  supported  against  the  French. 

That  it  was  of  the  greatest  consequence  he  should  be  enabled  to  preserve  the  fidelity  and 
affection  of  the  Indians,  by  whose  steadiness  in  the  war,  that  province  had  been  preserved, 
and  the  French  commerce  to  the  Westward  almost  entirely  destroyed,  [which]  had  it  not  been 
for  the  opposition  given  to  him  by  the  Faction,  would  have  been  irrecoverably  lost  to  them. 

That  he  must  again  recommend  it  to  their  consideration  to  support  his  Govern'  &  strengthen 
his  hands  by  proper  Instructions. 

On  the  27">  of  June  1749.  The  Assembly  met  pursuant  to  the  several  aforementioned 
adjournments,  and  on  the  next  day.  M'  Clinton  in  his  speech,  congratulated  them  on  the 
reestahlishment  of  peace,  and  enjoined  them  to  grant  a  revenue  fur  the  support  of  (Joverii', 
conformahle  to  his  Commission  and  Instructions;  that  as  soon  as  he  should  receive  their 
answer  to  his  demands,  he  should  lay  before  them  what  he  thought  further  necessary  to  His 
Maj">'  service;  at  the  same  lime  M'  Clinton  laid  before  them  such  part  of  his  Commission  and 
Instructions,  as  relate  to  the  granting  a  Revenue  lor  the  8up|)ort  of  Govern'. 

On  the  same  day,  M'  Clinton  communicated  to  the  Council  a  letter  from  Capt"  Marshall, 
containing  intelligence  of  the  march  of  a  large  Body  of  French  from  Canada  to  iJelle  Riviere, 
to  prevent  the  English  settling  in  those  parts. 

Whereupon  the  Council  advised  him  to  give  intelligence  to  the  (Jov'»  Hamilton  and  Shirley, 

and  to  write  a  letter  to  the  Gov'  [of]  Canada,  expostulating  with  him  upon  such  proceedings. 

On  the  1"  July  17  lit.  M'  Clinton   laid  helore  the  Council  the  depositions  of  several   persons, 

relating  to  some  disrespectful  vvor.ls  spoken  against  the  (iov'  hy  M'  Oliver  De  Lancey.  whenliy 

it  appeared,  that  the  said  Oliver  De  Lancey  had  averred,  that  the  Gov'  was  uu  errant  Villain, 
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Scoundrel  and  Rascal.  Upon  reading  these  deposUions  in  Council,  M'  Chief  Justice  declared 
his  abhorrence  of  such  words,  and  desired  ieiive  to  withdraw  ;  the  Council  iiaving  taken  these 
depositions  into  consideration  were  of  opinion,  that  the  .vords  spoke  by  M'  Oliver  De  Lancey, 
were  highly  injurious  and  disrespectful,  and,  as  they  tended  to  excite  Sedition,  they  advised 
the  Gov  to  order  the  Attorney  Gen'  to  prosecute  said  De  Lancey.  W  Clinton  transmitted 
these  depositions  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  observing  that  such  proceedings  were  countenanced 
by  the  Faction. 

On  the  5""  July  1749.,  a  Committee  of  Assembly  appointed  to  prepare  an  address  in  answer 
to  M'  Clinton's  speech,  made  their  Report,  and  the  Address  was  read.  In  which  they 
acquainted  the  Gov',  that  they  differed  in  their  sentiments  on  the  construction  of  those  extracts 
of  his  instructions  which  had  been  laid  before  them;  that  there  appeared  no  Royal  injunction 
in  them  to  grant  a  Revenue  for  the  support  of  Govern'  for  five  years,  of  which  method  Gov" 
were  fond  of  engrossing  the  Sweets,  and  from  which  no  Benefit  ever  had  or  could  result  to  the 
people.  They  perceived  no  difference,  as  to  His  Maj'^'  service  and  the  Royal  attention, 
whether  the  Officers  of  Govern*  were  supported  annually  or  for  five  years;  and  that  as  M' 
Clinton  had  not  acquainted  them  with  the  sentiments  of  the  King's  Ministers  on  that  point, 
they  could  not  but  continue  in  the  same  opinion.  That  the  long  delaying  to  pay  just  demands 
for  publick  services  was  not  owing  to  them,  but,  to  the  unreasonable  prorogation  of  the 
Assembly.  That  they  could  give  no  other  or  better  answer  to  his  speech,  than,  (as  they  had 
already  told  him)  that  they  were  assured,  that  the  faithful  representatives  of  the  people  would 
never  recede  from  the  method  of  a.,  annual  support. 

This  address  being  presented  to  M'  Clinton,  he  refused  to  receive  it,  till  he  had  seen  a  copy 
of  it,  with  which  the  House  being  acquainted,  resolved  nem :  con  :  that  it  was  irregular  lor 
the  House  to  send  His  Excell'^''  a  copy  of  any  address,  and  that  he  had  no  Right  to  insist  on 
any  such  copy. 

On  the  7">  July  174!».  M'  Clinton  in  a  Message  to  the  House  occasioned  by  the  above  resolve, 
insisted  he  had  a  right  to  be  informed  of  every  thing  that  passed  in  tlie  House,  and  to  restrain 
them,  if  they  went  beyond  their  just  bounds.  He  told  them,  that  the  precipitate  manner,  in 
which  the  address  passed  the  house,  had  given  iiim  reason  to  suspect  a  design  of  making  him 
receive  by  surprize,  what  was  not  proper  to  be  received,  but  that  now  he  was  acquainted  with 
its  contents  and  was  ready  to  receive  it. 

Accordingly  the  address  was  presented,  and  on  the  IS""  M''  Clinton  returned  an  answer  to  it 
in  a  Message  to  the  following  effect.  He  desired  them  to  reflect  on  the  gentleness  of  his 
conduct,  ever  since  the  differences  had  subsisted  between  them,  and  on  their  own  continued 
endeavours  to  calumniate  his  Administration  without  regard  to  truth.  He  reminded  tliem  of 
the  advantage  he  had  gained  to  the  British  Interest  by  his  conduct  with  the  Indians,  and  of  llie 
danger  of  losing  those  advantages  by  their  neglecting  to  enable  him  to  prosecute  the  measure 
he  had  taken.  He  told  them  that  he  had  been  obliged  to  advance  his  own  money  and  use  his 
own  credit  for  the  expence  of  exchanging  prisoners,  there  being  no  Man  tliat  would  advance 
money  on  the  Credit  of  their  Resolves,  which  was  no  wonder,  when  it  is  considered,  that 
notwithstanding  the  assurances  they  had  given  him,  that  they  would  provide  for  the  expence  of 
twenty  five  prisoners  sent  to  Canada  at  their  own  request,  no  such  provision  was  yet  nni<ie  ;  that 
he  was  nt  a  loss  for  the  cause  of  l{esentment  against  him,  having  never  invaded  the  Right  or 
property,  or  endeavoured  to  hurt  the  reputation  of  any  Man.  Thiit  they  had  endeavoured  to 
mislead  the  people  with  regard  t"  iiis  demand,  in  which  no  mention  was  made  of  a  support  lor 
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Ission      Tl    Th      r       7  "."/'"'  '"^  "'"""^  ^°  "•^"*  '=^  ''^•^  -l^^''  '"  the  preceding 
ession.     ll,at  h,s  demand  and  the  Instructions  that  accompanied  it  related  to  the  method  of 
.8su,„g  money ;  a  po.nt.  >n  which  His  Maj'.-  Intention  could  not  be  mistaken.     That  it  w.a 
essenfal  to    he  Bnt.sh  Constitution,  as  well  as  the  best  means  to  prevent  misappM  at        tha 
tl     power  of  granting  and  issuing  money,  should  be  in  diflferent  branches  of  the  Legisiture 
That  contrary  to  the  practice  of  Parliament,  they  had  provided  for  services,  which  he  had 
never  recommended  to  t  em.  nor  even  been  acquainted  with,  of  which  he  insta  ced  t  e  c  s    of 
Mess"  Van  Home  and  R.chards.  and  that  by  inserting  such  grants  in  the  Bill   for  s  poor 
withruT:;;  o!f     T,rt\  -"^  -"^-anecesslty  of  assenting  to  th'em.  or  leavingthe  Governme.U 
without  support.     That  tins  was  so  dangerous  an  invasion  of  the  King's  prerogative,  as  could 
not  be  suffered  to  continue.     That  as  on   the  one   hand,  they  had    rewarded  ser  ices  not 
recommended  to  them,  without  any  proofs  of  such  services,  so  on  the  other,  they  hd      glee  ed 

sTf  C^^^  oh^irr"""':'  ^^  """/•'""•  P-'-«  '-^  ^-n  lald  be;oreLm.astnth 
case  of  Col.  Johnson,  the  greater  part  of  whose  demands  remained  yet   unpaid.     That  ho 
agam  demande    of  them  to  grant  a  Revenue  for  the  support  of  Govern',  in  such  mann  r   I 

Bil  contrary   o  those,  and  therefore  demanded  a  Categorical  answer.     That  as  to  other  mode^ 

::::::Z  ^zt '-'-  -'^'-'-^  "^  --^  ^^^ — ^ '« ^^-  -•  p-i^e^  they  l::": 

refus"e]';o  r  "'  ^"'^  ''''•  '^'  ''""'°"  •''^'^'"'"'^'^  ''''  ^-"^•"'  that  M'  Van  Home  had 
fused  to  be  examined  concernmg  the  wor.ls  spoken  by  M'  Oliver  De  Lancey.  whom  he  had  by 
he,r  advice  ordered  to  be  prosecuted.  That  he  had  been  informed,  that  the  said  De  Lane  y 
had,  on  other  occasions,  used  the  like  words,  and  had  declared  his  disregard  of  the  prosecution 
and  endeavoured  to  brow-beat  the  evidence.  That  it  being  necessary  to  take  unl  ' 
Lxaminations  for  the  information  of  the  Attorney  General,  the  authority  of 'the  Council  w  d 
be  requisite  for  that  purpose,  and  therefore  he  demanded  their  opinion 

On  the  U-  July,  the  Council  gave  it  as  their  opinion  that,  as  the  case  concemed  the  State, 
the  Board  had  authority  to  examine  witnesses,  and  comit  them  on  their  refusing  to  answer.  In 
consequence  of  which  advice,  M'  Van  Home  was  summoned  and  examined 

On  the  same  day  the  Assembly  prepared  an  address  in  answer  to  M' Clinton's  Message  of 
the  12-  in  which  they  set  forth,  that  the  dispu-e  subsisting  between  ,hem  and  His  Excels, 
was  not  of  long  standing,  as  might  be  conclude.!  from  his  words,  but  arose  from  his  demand  of  a 
hve  years  support  in  October  last;  and  his  speech  at  the  opniing  of  , he  present  session  had  given 
sulhc.ent  occasion  tor  the  continuance  of  that  dispute.  That  in  answer  to  the  charge  of  breach 
o(  promise,  m  relation  to  the  twenty  five  prisoners  sent  to  Canada,  such  part  of  that  service  •„ 
was  not  provided  for  was  only  postponed  till  the  accounts  thereof  were  delivered,  and  that  part 
of  Coll:  Johnson's  demands  had  been  postponed  for  the  same  reason;  tha.  ..s  his  Kxcell'/lnd 
asserted,  that  he  never  had  invaded  private  liberty  or  prr.perty,  they  wished  the  breaking  open 
the  Morehouse  at  Albany,  the  putting  a  stop  to  proceedings  in  cases  of  private  pmperty  in 
Dutchess  County,  a,id  other  things  of  the  like  kind,  could  he  hurried  in  oblivion.  That  the 
whole  of  his  speech  seemed  to  mean,  un  imh/udn-  support,  if  not  o,u:  tor  fh-e  ,„an,  and  therefore 
It  was  he  that  endeavoured  to  mislead  the  l>eople.  That  if  tl.-y  were"  only  to  make  provision 
lor  such  services  as  were  recommended  to  them,  half  of  the  necessary  ones  would  he  left 
uni.r..vided  lor.  That  an  to  moneys  given  to  private  persons,  for  services  of  which  his  Kxcell^r 
was  Ignorant,  such  were  always  mentioned  in  the  Act  that  directs  the  payment  of  them;  and 
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that  in  the  case  of  Mess"  Van  Home  and  Richards,  his  Exceil^''  has  consented  to  the  employing 
of  them,  and  might  have  seen  and  examined  their  accounts,  if  he  would  have  given  orders  lor 
that  purpose  ;  if  he  would  not,  it  was  no  default  of  the  Assembly.  That  they  knew  it  was  the 
custom  of  Parliament  to  leave  to  His  Majesty  the  disposition  of  money  raised  for  the  publick 
service,  but  that  there  was  great  difference  between  the  condition  of  such  subjects  as  lived  under 
His  Maj'^'*  immediate  Governt  and  those  whose  unhappy  lot  it  is  to  be  under  the  command  of 
the  Gov"  of  Provinces ;  that  the  King  neither  had  nor  could  have  interest  seperate  from  his 
people,  and  therefore  the  Nation  reposed  such  intire  confidence  in  his  Majesty.  That  in  cases 
of  misapplication,  the  subordinate  Officers,  to  whom  it  must  be  owing,  could  be  punished  by 
Parliament ;  but  that  the  Gov"  of  Plantations,  being  generally  strangers  to  the  people,  whom 
they  are  sent  to  Govern,  and  having  no  estates  in  the  Colonies  to  which  they  are  appointed, 
have  seperate  interests,  to  which  they  make  the  publick  welfare  subservient,  and  employ  all 
means  to  raise  Estates  to  themselves;  that  should  publick  moneys  be  left  to  their  disposition  the 
grossest  misapplication  would  be  the  consequence,  in  which  case  the  Gov"  could  not  be  called  to 
account  by  the  Assembly,  and  no  security  was  to  be  hoped  from  the  Council,  who  might  be 
intimidated  by  sudden  suspensions;  that  in  this  situation  His  Majesty  could  never  condemn  an 
assembly  for  taking  care,  that  publick  money  be  duly  applyed,  and  that  they  were  informed,  that 
practice  of  appropriating  monies  granted,  was  agreable  to  a  former  declaration  of  the  Board  of 
Trade.  That  they  could  not  answer  raising  any  money  and  leaving  the  disposal  of  it  to  a  Gov', 
and  this  they  hoped  was  a  Categorical  answer,  but  that  they  were  ready  to  grant  an  honourable 
support  of  Govern'  in  the  manner  practised  ever  since  his  Excell"-^'"  Administration. 

M'  Clinton  refused  to  receive  this  address,  till  he  had  seen  it  in  the  votes,  and  then  acquainted 
the  house  hy  .Message  on  the  17'^  that,  since  they  had  refused  to  grant  a  support  of  Govern* 
conformable  to  the  King's  Commission  &  Instructions,  he  must  let  it  rest,  till  his  Mnj''"*  pleasure 
should  be  known  upon  it;  but  that  he  earnestly  recommended  to  them  to  make  provision  for 
debts  justly  due  from  his  province,  whether  for  monies  advanced,  or  services  done,  of  which, 
accounts  should  be  laid  before  them.  That  if  they  thought  fit  to  pay  any  debt  or  service  not 
recommended  to  them,  he  desired  it  might  be  done  by  a  separate  Bill,  that  neither  he  nor  the 
Council  might  be  put  to  restraint  in  consenting  to  it.  That  this  was  enjoined  by  the  IS"- 
Article  ot  l.i«  Instructions,  of  which  he  laid  before  them  a  copy. 

On  the  IS""  July  1749.  the  House,  upon  consideration  of  the  above  Message,  renewed  their 
resolutions  of  the  2()'^  of  October  174S.  relating  to  the  breach  of  their  priviledge  in  the  Govern'' 
denying  access  to  the  House,  and  came  to  the  following  additional  resolves. 

That  the  house  could  not  proceed  on  any  business  whatever,  until  they  were  satisfied  in 
relation  to  the  said  breach  of  their  undoubted  priviledge. 

That  so  soon  as  they  should  receive  such  satisfaction  they  would  proceed  to  make  provision 
for  payment  of  the  just  debts  of  the  Colony,  and  such  other  services  as  demanded  immediate 

payment. 

That  the  long  delay  of  payment  of  the  publick  debts  was,  owing  to  the  prorogation  of  the 
house,  on  the  12'"  of  Nov',  by  which  a  Hill  passed  for  that  p.irpose  was  defeated. 

On  the  20"'  .July  the  (Jov'  sent  a  .Message  to  the  house  in  answer  to  the  above  resolves,  in 
which,  he  acquainted  tiiem,  that  he  had  refused  to  receive  their  address  lor  the  reasons  he  luul 
given  in  his  speech  of  the  12""  Nov'  174n.  which  he  r.pealed  to  them.  That  he  would  lay  their 
address  and  lleHolves  before  His  .M.ij"'  Ministers,  ,iiid  pr.iy  His  MaJ"  to  do  justice  therein, 
which  he  hoped  would  be  giving  sullicienlsatisfuclion.    Thai  in  the  manner  they  had  demanded 
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satisfaction,  they  had  forgot  their  dependency.  He  then  urged  to  them  the  making  provision 
for  the  services  and  debts  recommende  1  in  his  former  Messages,  and  concluded  with  assuring 
them,  that  he  should  readily  agree  to  any  method  of  payment  of  debts  or  publi.-k  services 
which  had  no  other  tendency,  then  to  prevent  Imbe/.zlements,  and  that  surely  some  method 
might  be  found  without  an  entire  breach  of  the  constitution,  and  taking  the  executive  powers 
out  of  the  King's  hands. 

That  they  would  shew  their  duty  in  paying  a  proper  regard  to  the  Royal  Instructions,  from 
which  he  could  not  deviate. 

This  Message  being  taKen  into  consideration  on  the  81«  July  the  house  resolved  nem :  con : 
That  His  Lxce  1^^»  answer  to  their  resolutions,  relating  to  a  Breach  of  priviledge  was  not 
satisfactory  ;  which  Resolution  they  sent  up  to  ^l'  Clinton. 

The  Assembly  continued  to  meet  and  adjourn  without  proceeding  on  any  business  till  the  4'- 
of  August. 

MJ  Clinton  in  his  letter  to  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  aS'"  of  July  174^.  acquaints  their 
LordPP',  that  the  exigencies  of  the  province  had  obliged  him  to  meet  the  Asse..i,lv,  before  he 
had  received  his  Maj'-  pleasure  upon  matters,  he  had  laid  before  the  King's  MinisiJrs.  of  which 
the  Paction  had  made  a  very  had  use.  That  from  his  having  no  orders  or  instructions  upon 
those  points,  the  pressent  session  had  brought  things  to  a  plain  issue:  viz'  That  either  his 
Maj'r  must  support  iiis  Authority,  or  the  Administration  of  Govern'  must  be  given  up  to  the 
Assembly.  That  he  had  not  dissolved  them,  being  in  hopes  of  receiving  soon  sucli  Instructions 
as  would  have  an  happy  effect  on  a  new  choice.  That  he  l.oped  a  perusal  of  the  proceedings 
of  this  session  would  convince  their  Lordships  of  the  obstinacy  of  the  Assembly,  a-'d  Mf  his 
utmost  endeavours  to  overcome  it.  That  the  Faction  headed  by  M'  De  Lancey,  would  rather 
give  up  the  Iiuiians  to  the  French,  and  the  British  Interest,  than  yield  any  of  their  claims  or 
expectations  of  power.  He  then  complains,  that  while  he  ( the  Coy')  could  not  command  a 
penny  of  the  publ.ck  money,  he  had  good  reason  to  believe,  that  the  .Speaker,  by  private  orders 
of  the  house,  drew  considerable  sums  for  the  secret  services  of  th-  Faction.  That  having 
ordered  the  Treasurer  to  deliver  him  an  account  of  all  public  n-oney  received  o:  paid  since 
the  beginning  of  his  (M'  Clinton's)  Administration,  he  had  received  only  trifling  excuses 
instead  of  a  proper  return,  and  could  neither  oblige  him  to  pay  obedience  to  his  order  nor 
appoint  another  Treasurer.  He  concludes  with  entreating  the  Board  speedily  to  consider  the 
dangerous  titate  of  aflairs  in  his  Government. 

On  the  4"'  of  August  1749.  M'  Clinton  prorogued  the  Assembly  to  the  ISi"-  of  September  by 
a  speech  to  the  following  effect. 

That  he  was  sorry  the  session  must  end  without  producing  any  one  thing  for  the  benefit  of 
the  people ;  but  that  it  too  evidently  appeared,  they  had  met,  not  to  proceed  on  business  but 
to  prevent  the  removal  of  the  dillerences  subsisting;  not  to  serve  their  Country  but  privaf 
inques,  and  resentments,  which  was  evident  from  their  not  having  introduced  one  Bill.  He 
then  took  notice  of  their  having  renewed  their  former  charg-  .,  relating  to  the  breaking  open 
the  Storehouse  at  Albany,  of  putting  a  stop  to  proceedings  in  cases  of  private  property  in 
Dutchess  County,  and  attempting  to  restrain  ihe  liberty  of  the  press  ettc.  and  repeated  the 
purport  of  the  answers  he  had  fbrmerly  given  thereto.  He  reproached  them  with  their  want 
of  regard  lor  the  preservation  of  publick  credit,  and  for  the  prosperity  and  security  of  the 
people;  and  told  them,  that  he  had  kept  them  together  near  a  Fortnight  after  they  had  L-oke 
oil  all  intercourse  with  their  Gov',  in  hopes  the  motives  he  had  urged,  would  at  length  prevail 
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on  them  to  grant  the  necessary  supplies;  and  tliat  tho'  they  had  at  last  provided  in  some  sort 
for  those  services,  they  had  broke  thro'  all  the  established  rules  and  orders  of  Covern'  in  giving 
money  for  them.  That  the  paragraph  in  the  address  relating  to  Gov"  of  Plantations  was 
highly  iujurious  to  the  King  and  his  Ministers,  and  all  His  Maj'^'  Gov".  That  he  had  never 
attempted  to  misapply  any  money.  That  he  had  made  diligent  search  for  30  years  past,  and 
was  persuaded  no  instance  could  be  given  of  any  Gov"  making  such  attempt.  That  as  he  had 
offered  his  consent  to  any  clause  in  money  Bills,  that  had  no  other  tendency  than  to  prevent 
misapplication,  it  must  be  for  other  purposes  than  preventing  imbezzlements,  that  they  had 
treated  his  person  with  such  unparalelled  insolence.  That  by  their  refusing  to  grant  suppliis, 
conformable  to  the  King's  Commiss",  to  which  they  owed  their  existence,  they  seemed  to 
think,  they  could  levy  money  by  other  authority.  That  their  claiming  the  sole  power  of 
issuing  publick  money,  their  appropriating  salaries  personally  to  Officers,  and  puting  a  stop 
to  all  business  and  Intercourse  ."itb  their  Gov%  had,  he  believed,  made  all  Men  expect  a 
dissolution  of  the  Assembly ;  but  that  he  might  not  be  said,  thereby,  to  have  disabled  th^m 
from  making  their  defence,  when  called  to  answer  for  their  proceedings,  he  prorogued  them  to 
the  IS*  of  September. 

M'  Clinton  in  his  letter  to  the  Board  of  Trade  dated  the  7"'  Aug:  1749.  represents  to  them 
the  unjustifiable  proceedings  and  claims  of  the  Assembly  as  set  forth  in  the  above  speech,  and 
his  former  letters  to  their  Lord''"";  to  which  he  adds,  that  the  Faction  exults  in  the  hopes  they 
have  from  the  Commiss"  of  Lieut'  Gov'  to  M'  De  Lancey,  soon  to  get  all  power  into  their 
own  hands.     That  notwithstanding  all  that  had  been  done,  he  did  not  doubt,  but  the  face  of 
things  might  yet  be  greatly  altered  by  the  receipt  of  proper  Instructions  from  His  Majesty, 
which  he  intreats  the  Board  may  be  speedily  sent.     That  when  he  has  received  them,  he  shall 
be  much  better  assured  of  a  good  choice  in  a  new  Assembly.     That  the  Faction  conceive  great 
hopes  from  the  Resolves  that  pass  nem :  con :  ,  that  it  will  be  believed  in  England,  that  the 
whole  people  are  dissatisfied  with  his  Administration,  and  that  the  Ministry  will  give  way  to 
a  general  dissatisfaction  ;  but  that  the  truth  was  far  otherwise.     That  he  was  assured  great 
numbers  of  the  most  considerable  people,  were  displeased  with  the  conduct  of  the  Assembly, 
and  that,  if  a  few  loquacious  members  were  changed,  the  nem  :  con :  would  be  on  the  other 
side  of  the  question,  which  is  put  out  of  doubt,  by  the  Members  disapproving  without  doors, 
what  they  have  consented  to  within.     That  his  having  not  received  His  Mnj'>'  approbation 
of  the  suspensions  he  had  made  from  the  Council,  was  also  a  great  encouragement  to  the 
Faction.      That    when    the    Assembly    had    broke    olf  all    intercourse    with    him,    stopt   all 
proceedings  and  had  thereby  refused  to  provide  for  the  expence  of  sending  to  Canada  for  the 
prisoners  there,  and  for  preventing  the  Indians  from  entering  into  Treaties  with  the  French, 
the  Faction,  being  informed  that   he  had  tried  and  found   it  practicable,  to  raise  the  sums 
necessary,  for  these  services  by  private  subscription  in  a  day's  time,  had  thought  proper  to 
prevent  such  a  publick  declaration  against  them,  and  had  sent  the  Speaker,  to  ac(]uaint  him, 
that  the  house  had  privately  resolved  to  put  a  sum  sufficient,  out  of  the  publick  money,  into  any 
person's  hands  he  should  direct.     That  he  was  obliged  to  comply  with  this,  which  however 
was  a  proof  that  all  the  publick  money,  was  at  the  disposal  of  the  Assembly ;  an  instance  of 
the  manner,  in  which  they  could  make  use  of  it,  for  their  secret  services.     That  lit"  hoped  the 
importance  of  the  matters  he  had  represented,  and  the  many  motives  that  made  it  incuuibciit 
on  him,  to  use  every  means  to  obtain  redress,  would  sufficiently  excuse  the  earnestness  of  his 
desire,  to  know  speedily  the  King's  pleasure  on  the  points,  of  which  he  has  complained 
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M'  Clinton  in  another  letter  of  the  24'"  Sept'  1749.  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  complains,  that 
the  Constables  and  other  peace  oflicers,  are  influenced  by  the  Faction  to  disobey  his  orders, 
and  for  this  reason  he  could  not  comply  with  their  LordPP"  instructions  relating  to  the  Number 
of  Whites  and  Blacks;  that  the  Sheriff' of  New  York,  who  had  only  made  his  return  the  day 
before,  could  not  have  made  any,  had  he  not  threatened  to  prosecute  the  Constables  in  case  of 
disobedience.  That  this  was  a  plain  proof  of  the  Rebellious  spirit  of  the  Faction,  and  that  he 
had  ordered  the  Deli[n]quent8  to  be  prosecuted,  for  this  neglect  of  their  duty. 

On  the  17«"  Oct'  1749.  M'  Clinton  in  a  letter  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  again  urged  the 
necessity  of  His  Maj'^'-  interposing  his  authority  to  curb  the  insolence  of  the  Faction,  against 
whose  attempts  and  proceedings  he  recapitulates  his  former  complaints,  and  intreats  the  speedy 
directions  of  the  Board,  as  he  imagines  it  will  be  prejudicial  to  the  King's  authority  to  meet 
the  Assembly  before  he  has  received  such  directions. 

He  acquaints  the  Board,  that  the  French  were  forming  schemes,  to  intercept  the  British 
commerce  with  the  Indians  to  the  westward,  and  had  thoughts  of  building  a  Fort  on  the  South 
side  of  Ontario  Lake,  which  must  be  on  the  lands  'belonging  to  the  Five  Nations.  That  should 
such  an  attempt  be  made,  it  would  not  be  in  his  power,  in  the  then  present  posture  of  afHiirs 
to  prevent  it.  He  then  complains  of  ths  malicious  calumnies  thrown  bv  the  Assembly  on 
him,  and  every  person  that  endeavoured  t(,  s.  pport  the  King's  authority,  recommends  the 
supporting  and  countenancing  M'  Colden,  to  whom  he  was  greatly  obliged  for  his  assistance, 
entreats  the  Board  to  send  him  Directions  without  delay,  and  for  further  information  referrs 
them,  to  iM'  Shirley,  as  an  indifferent  witnes.   and  a  good  Judge  of  the  affairs  of  the  Province. 

Mr  Clinton  in  his  letter  to  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  2G'»>  November  1749,  acquaints  them, 
that  he  had  not  been  able  to  procure  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  Province  the  accounts  he  had 
ordered  him  to  prepare  on  the  S?'"  of  the  preceding  June ;  neither  could  he  obtain  from  him 
a  State  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  in  the  province,  tho'  required  by  His  Maj"  •  express  command, 
signified  by  letter  from  the  Duke  of  Bedford;  he  then  proceeds  to  lay  before  their  Lord??-  a 
State  of  the  Treasury,  and  publick  money,  by  which  it  appears,  that  M'  Hunter,  having 
opposed  a  Faction  for  four  years,  (during  which  time,  he,  and  all  the  oflicers  of  Govern*  were 
without  support)  was  at  last  &o  far  distressed,  as  to  be  obliged  to  make  compliance  to  the 
Assembly,  in  order  to  obtain  a  support,  for  himself  and  other  OHicers  of  Govern'.  That  he 
did  this  by  yielding  to  them  the  nomination  of  a  province  Treasurer,  the  duty  of  which  Office, 
had  till  then  been  always  executed  hy  the  King's  Receiver  (General.  That  M'  Hunter  appointed 
M'  Morris  to  be  Chief  Justice,  wiiich  oHice  had  never,  till  then  been  given  to  a  Native,  and 
by  being  obliged  to  consent  to  a  large  Emission  of  Paper  money,  he  had  also  given  rise'  to  a 
paper  currency  in  New  York.  Tliat  the  Assembly  having  forced  their  Gov'  to  yield  and  Act 
in  contradiction  to  the  King's  instructions,  continue  to  grasp  more  and  more  power  from  time 
to  time,  by  which,  things  were  at  last  reduced  to  the  present  stale. 

That  Bills  of  credit  paid  into  the  Treasury  to  be  sunk,  have  been  by  fraudulent  means 
re-emitted,  l)y  which  methods  the  faction  could  at  any  time  preserve  large  sums  for  carrying  on 
their  designs,  while  the  Gov'  could  not  command  a  farthing  for  the  support  of  (Jovern*.  That 
the  Treasurer  thought  himself  secure,  being  not  the  King's  but  the  Assembly's  Ollicer ;  that 
while  Judges  head  the  Faction  against  the  Gov',  it  is  not  in  his  power  to  compell  obedience  to 
any  orders.  He  therefore  entreats  the  Board  to  loose  no  time  in  taking  the  necessary  steps  for 
crushing  the  Faction,  and,  for  that  purpose,  proposes,  that  the  office  of  Treasurer  be  suppressed, 
and  the  Iteceiver  General  directed  to  take  the  publick  money  into  his  hands,  and  that  the  Laws! 
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from  wlience  the  Treasurer  derived  his  authority,  should  he  ripealed  ;  which  measures  he 
hoped,  would  ohiige  the  Assemhly  to  consent  to  such  Laws  for  the  issuing  money,  as  should 
be  consistent  with  th„  King's  Commission  and  Instruc'"'.  He  also  proposes,  that  some  ahle 
Lawyer  should  he  sent  from  England  to  be  Chief  Justice  of  the  Province. 

On  the  IS)""  of  March  17i^  M'  Clinton  transmitted  to  the  Board,  copies  of  the  Information 
he  had  received  of  the  endeavours  of  the  French  to  withdraw  the  Indians  from  the  British 
Interest,  and  to  set  these  several  Nations  at  war  with  each  other;  and  represented  to  them, 
that,  as  there  was  not  a  farthing  of  the  King's  Revenue  at  his  command,  he  was  disabled  from 
doing  his  duty  upon  this  occasion.  That  as  it  would  expose  His  Maj'^'*  Authority  to  contempt,  if 
he  should  meet  the  Assembly  again  before  he  had  received  His  Maj'>''  pleasure  on  the  subject 
of  his  complaint  he  again  entreated  their  LordP>»  to  send  him  immediate  directions,  and  the 
more  speedily,  as  the  French  were  apprized  of  the  publick  dissentions,  and  were  taking 
advantage  thereof  to  prosecute  their  schemes. 

M'  Clinton  in  his  letter  of  the  3"*  of  April  1750,  renews  his  complaints  against  the  Treasurer, 
from  whom  he  had  not  yet  been  able  to  procure  the  account  he  had  demanded  in  the  preceeding 
June,  r.^  above  mentioned.  That  he  had  ordered  these  accounts,  on  purpose  to  confute  the 
malice  of  the  Assembly,  who  had  insinuated,  that  he  had  converted  considerable  sums  of 
puhlick  money  to  his  private  use.  That  if  this  refusal  of  the  Treasurer,  should  be  thought  to 
be  with  his  connivance,  it  must  be  remembered,  that  that  Otlicer  had  dared  to  neglect  the 
King's  commands  (  as  above  stated ) ;  that  he  was  now  confirmed  in  his  opinion,  that  the  Faction 
had  applied  large  sums  to  serve  their  own  purposes,  and  that  this  was  the  true  reason  of  the 
Treasurer's  evasive  refusal,  to  account.  That  as  to  his  own  vindication,  the  annual  Acts  for 
payment  of  salaries  and  contingencies,  prove,  that  he  never  had  it  in  his  p'-  ;■(;  V  ?zle; 

and  as  to  contingencies  he  asserts,  that  he  is  a  great  loser  by  that  ar»'r"„.  rle  then  reu..-.'  •  ^i-. 
former  complaints  of  the  conduct  of  the  Faction,  and  the  pr--  nt  state  of  the  province,  av-.l 
repeats  his  entreaties,  that  the  Board  v.ould  immediately  ;  .kc  them  into  consideration. 

M'  Clinton  in  his  letter  of  the  7'"  of  June  1750.  i.ansmits  several  papers  relating  to  tltu 
delay  of  the  French  Gov'  in  exchanging  the  f^ngP  ,n  and  Indian  prisoners  in  Canada  ;  but  as  'le 
acknowledges  in  his  letter  to  ha.  receive''  -'.^c  King's  orders,  relating  to  the  exchange,  which 
he  was  going  to  carry  into  immediate  execution,  it  has  not  been  thought  necessary  to  state  the 
correspondence  between  M'  Clinton  and  the  Gov'  of  Canada,  or  any  other  proceedings  on 
that  head. 

In  this  letter  he  acquaints  the  Board  with  apprehensions  of  the  designs  of  the  French  to 
ex(;ite  their  Indians,  to  make  war  with  tliose  in  the  British  Interest,  and  represents,  of  how 
great  consequence,  it  is  effectually  to  support  these  Nations  that  joined  in  the  war;  which 
however  he  found  himself  unable  to  do,  the  Assembly  having  made  no  provision  for  any 
exigence  whatever.  He  acquaints  their  Lordw,  that  he  had  proposed  to  the  Council  to  employ 
the  Militia,  in  support  of  the  Mohawks,  if  they  should  be  attacked  ;  but  that  the  Council  were 
of  opinion,  that  he  could  ncc  command  the  militia  without  an  Act  of  Assembly  for  that  purpose. 
That  although  some  (ientlemen  of  the  I>aw,  were  of  a  different  opinion,  yet  the  People,  having 
the  Chu'f  Justice  on  their  side,  would  n-)  doubt  favor  the  opinion,  which  encreased  their  own 
power,  and  therefore  he  ilid  not  at  that  time  think  it  proper  to  subject  the  Kings  Authority  to 
dispute,  but  begs  the  Board  to  take  this  matter  into  consideration,  and  desires  also,  that 
application  may  be  made  to  the  Court  of  France  to  restrain  the  attempts  of  the  (Jov'  of  C^anada. 
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On  the  30'"  July  1760.  M' Clinton  in  a  long  letter  to  the  Board,  repr^^sented  the  hardships  he 
was  under,  in  the  Administration  of  Govern',  and  complained  that  he  had  not  yet  obtained  the 
least  answer  to  any  of  his  letters  on  that  subject,  whereby  the  Faction  was  greatly  encouraged, 
and  hi  Maj"'-  faithful  subjects  much  disheartened.  That  the  Gov'  had  been  now  two  years 
withoL  any  support,  which  had  occasioned  such  an  expence  to  him,  as  he  could  no  longer 
bear.  That  he  liad  supported  the  Garrison  at  Oswego  for  a  year  on  his  own  credit,  but  could 
do  It  no  longer.  That  it  was  absolutely  necessary,  to  meet  the  Indians,  and  make  them 
presents  on  the  conclusion  of  peace  (for  which  the  Assembly  had  made  no  provision )  and  that 
the  Friends  of  the  Govern'  ha^tng  given  it  as  their  opinion,  that  he  could  not  meet  the  late 
Assembly  without  prostituting  the  honour  of  Govern',  he  had  dissolved  it,  and  issued  writs  for 
the  election  of  a  New  Assembly,  to  meet  on  the  4'"  of  September.  That  altho'  nothing  which 
he  had  desired,  fiad  been  done  in  support  of  the  King's  authority,  and  altho'  M'  De  Lancey  was 
exiting  his  influence  on  the  people,  he  was  persuaded,  that  this  Election,  would  shew  the 
sentiments  of  tie  province,  to  be  different,  from  what  the  Faction  represented  them  to  be.  He 
conduded  with  repeating  his  entreaties,  to  know  speedily  their  Lord^P"  sentiments  on  the  affairs 
of  the  Province. 

M' Clinton  in  his  letter  of  the  12'"  of  Sept'  1750.  incloses  some  papers  relating  to  Indian 
afTuirs.  by  which  it  appears,  that,  the  Five  Nations,  at  the  instigation  of  the  French,  were 
actually  carrying  war  with  the  Catal.aws.  He  acquaints  the  Board  that  he  had  done  every 
thing  in  his  power,  to  prevent  these  mischiefs,  by  informing  the  neighbouring  Gov"  of  the  artifices 
r/  the  French,  and  by  pressing  the  new  Assembly  to  grant  the  necessary  supplies.  He  incloses 
a  c-  V,  of  his  speech  to  the  Council  and  the  New  Assembly,  and  the  Council's  address  in 
ansv  er  thereto. 

M'  Clinton  in  his  speech  retommended  the  making  an  immediate  provision  for  the  Garrison 
at  Oswego,  for  payment  of  the  debt  contracted  on  the  publick  credit  for  the  supply  of  that 
garrison,  for  the  security  of  the  frontiers,  and  for  the  expence  of  meeting  the  Indians,  as  had 
been  usual  at  the  conclusion  of  peace.  He  acquainted  them,  that  the  French  were  indefatigable 
in  infusing  prejudices  into  the  Indians,  and  had  actually  excited  several  Nations  to  make  war 
on  each  other;  and  therefore  he  depended  on  their  enabling  him,  to  pursue  the  necessary 
measures  l..r  preserving  the  Mritish  commerce  with  the  Indians,  and  for  securing  the[ir]  Fidelity. 
He  then  recommended  to  them  to  make  provision,  for  what  was  due  to  the  officers  of  (;overn', 
and  to  grant  a  support  of  Govern'  agreable  to  the  King's  Commission  and  Instruct",  extracts 
of  which  he  laid  before  them.  He  desired  their  observance  of  that  Instruction,  which  forbids 
matters  of  a  different  nature,  to  be  included  in  the  same  Bill,  and  observed  to  them,  that  the 
mixing  services,  that  had  been  previously  recommended,  with  those  that  had  not,  might  be 
thought  an  attempt  to  bar  the  King's  right  of  judging  of  the  merits  of  his  servants.  He 
reminded  them  of  the  debt  <lue  to  Col:  Johnson,  and  concluded  with  assuring  them,  of  his 
concurrence  in  every  thing  that  might  be  for  His  Majesty's  service  and  the  good  of  the  People. 

The  Council  in  tlieir  address  upon  this  occasion,  returned  his  Excell^''  thanks  for  his  speech, 
ngreed  with  liini  as  to  the  iniportaiice  of  the  points  he  had  recommended,  and  assured  him  of 
their  concurrence,  in  any  proper  measures,  lor  the  support  of  Govern'  and  payment  of  publick 
debts,  in  the  doing  which  they  acknowledged,  no  better  rule  could  he  followed,  than  that  given 
by  the  King's  Commission  an<l  Instruc'",  and  that  all  deviation  from  those  Rules  had  been 
attended  with  bad  consecniences. 

'  Sie.  Qui  exerting.  —  Ed. 
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The  Assembly,  in  their  address  presented  on  the  6"-  Sept'  1750.,  thank  his  Excell'»  for  hia 
declaration,  that  he  would  demonstrate  his  zeal  for  the  good  of  the  province,  by  acts  rather 
than  by  words,  and  assure  him,  that  they  will  consider  the  particulars  he  had  recommended  to 
them,  and  do  therein,  what  they  should  conceive  to  be  for  His  Maj"''  service  and  welfare  of 

the  Colony. 

On  the  25"»of  Sept'  M'  Clinton,  laid  before  the  Assembly,  copies  of  letters  and  papers  he  had 
received  from  Gov'  Hamilton  and  Col :  Johnson  relating  to  Indian  affairs,  and  in  a  message 
earnestly  recommended  it  to  them  to  make  speedy  provision  for  securing  the  fidelity  of  their 

Indian  allies.  •* 

And  on  the  27""  the  Assembly  presented  an  address,  in  answer  to  the  said  Message,  setting 
forth,  that  they  had  always  exerted  their  utmost  efforts  to  secure  the  Indian  Nations  in  the 
British  Interest,  and  were  still  willing  to  contribute  according  to  their  abililies,  but  that  the 
expence  of  securing  the  Frontiers,  during  the  late  War,  had  been  so  great,  that  the  Colony  was 
not  in  circumstances  to  comply,  with  Gov'  Hamilton's  proposals.  That  those  Govern**  to  the 
Westward,  which  had  received  great  benefit  from,  and  scarce  contributed  at  all  towards,  the 
said  expences,  ought  now  to  be  at  the  whole  charge  of  securing  the  fidelity  of  the  Indian 
Nations;  and  this  they  desired  His  Excell*^'  to  represent  to  Govern'  Hamilton  and  other 
Governors.  They  concluded  with  advising  M'  Clinton,  to  meet  the  Five  Nations  without 
delay,  promising  to  enable  him  to  make  them  a  suitable  present,  and  to  provide,  as  usual,  for 
the  expence  of  His  voyage  to  Albany. 

M'  Clinton  sent  them  a  short  Message  on  the  2S"-  assuring  them,  that  he  should  acquaint 
Gov'  Hamilton  with  their  sentiments,  and  should  be  ready  to  do  every  thing  in  his  power 
towards  preserving  the  friendship  of  the  Six  Nations,  whenever  they  should  enable  him  to 

perform  that  service. 

Onthe29"'the  Assembly  voted  £800  for  presents  to  the  Indians,  and  £150  for  the  expence  of 

His  ExcelK*  journey  to  Albany. 

On  the  24"'  of  November,  M'  Clinton  prorogued  the  Assembly  to  the  2°<»  Apr:  1761.  having 
first  given  his  assent  to  the  following  Acts : 

««  An  Act  to  revive  the  two  Acts,  therein  mentioned,  for  and  towards  supporting  the  Govern'" 

"  An  Act  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  this  Colony  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
•'  mentioned  " — 

•'  An  Act  for  the  payment  of  the   salaries   and   services   therein   mentioned  to  the  1"  of 

"Sept'  1751."— 

By  these  Acts  the  arrears  of  salary  due  to  the  Gov'  and  all  other  Officers,  from  Sept'  1748. 
to  1750  (during  which  time  the  whole  support  of  Govern'  had  been  entirely  omitted  and 
refused)  are  provided  for  and  directed  to  be  paid,  l^rovision  is  also  made  for  the  service  of 
the  year  1751.  and  £800  is  granted  for  presents  to  the  Indian  Nations.  But  these  Acts  are  all 
passed  in  the  same  irregular  manner  as  former  Acts  of  the  like  nature,  and  are  consequently 
liable  to  the  same  objections,  the  Assembly  having  thereby  assumed  to  themselves  almost  the 
whole  of  the  executive  part  of  Govern*. 

M'  Clinton  in  his  letter  to  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  2"''  Dec',  acquaints  their  LordnP',  that  the 
general  and  particular  distresses  of  the  Colony,  had  obliged  him  at  last  to  meet  this  Assembly. 
That  he  could  not  obtain  any  supply,  till  he  had  given  the  Speaker  a  promise  to  pass  Bills  in 
the  usual  manner,  and  that  he  hoped  the  necessity  of  His  Maj'*''  service,  would  excuse  him, 
especially,  as  he  had  not  received  His  Majesty's  Commands  in  answer  to  the  many 
representations  he  had  made  on  this  subject. 
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And  in  his  letter  of  the  S"*"  of  Jnnunry  last,  in  furtlicr  justification  of  liia  having  once  more 
yielded  to  the  encroachments  of  the  Assembly  upon  His  Mnj'*"'  prerogative,  he  represents  that 
the  loss  of  the  important  Post  of  Osw^ego,  of  the  great  Trade  carried  on  with  the  Indians,  and 
finally  of  the  friendship  and  alliance  of  the  Six  Nations,  must  have  been  the  consequences  of 
his  refusing  his  assent  to  these  Acts. 

M'  Clinton's  letter  of  the  29"'  of  the  same  Month,  informs  the  Board  of  Trade,  that  he 
proposes  to  meet  the  Six  Nations  at  Albany  in  June  next,  and  that  he  has  invited  all  the 
Governors  of  His  Maj'J'  Plantations  in  America,  either  to  a  personal  appearance  there,  or  to 
send  Commiss"  in  order  to  establish  peace  among  all  the  Indian  Nations  in  alliance  with  Great 
Brittain,  to  concert  measures  for  the  future  management  of  Indian  affairs,  and  to  draw  up  a 
state  of  them,  to  be  laid  before  His  Majesty. 


'fFi|r:''f!nr'l 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  Now- York  Papers,  llh.,  No.  148.  ] 

Fort  George  in.  New  York 

13  June  1751 
My  Lords 

I  informed  your  Lordships  by  my  Letter  of  twenty  ninth  of  January  last,  that  I  designed  to 
invite  the  Governors  of  the  neighbouring  Colonies  from  New  Hampshire  to  South  Carolina 
inclusively  to  join  with  me  in  an  interview,  which  I  proposed  to  have  about  this  time  at  Albany 
with  the  Six  Indian  Nations,  and  the  other  Nations  depending  on  them,  iu  order  to  defeat  the 
Designs  and  intrigues  of  the  French  to  withdraw  their  affections  from  us,  and  to  prevent 
the  encroachments  the  French  are  dayly  making  on  the  Indian  Territory  subject  to  [the]  Crown 
of  Great  Britain  and  to  which  His  Majesty  has  a  just  claim  by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht— All  the 
Governors  have  severally  approved  of  the  Proposals  I  made,  except  the  Government  of 
Virginia  from  which  I  have  heard  nothing,  tho  I  sent  a  Triplicate  of  my  letter  to  the  President 
of  the  Council  there 

The  Governours  respectively  approved  the  Measures  I  proposed,  they  promised  to  press  the 
Assembly  their  Assemblys'  to  contribute  towards  the  expence  which  may  be  necessary  on  this 
occasion  by  sending  of  proper  Presents,  (without  which  nothing  can  be  done  with  Indians)  and 
several  of  them  gave  me  hopes  that  their  Assemblies  would  contribute  on  this  occasion  But 
that  (as  in  the  Charter  Governments)  the  Assemblys  meet  on  their  own  adjournments  they 
could  not  give  me  any  positive  answer  till  some  time  in  May  after  their  Assemblies  had  mett ; 
for  this  reason  I  delayed  my  going  to  Albany  till  the  end  of  this  month  in  hopes  of  having  that 
meeting  more  solemn  and  effectual  by  the  uniting  the  Inllueuces  of  all  the  Governments  and  at 
the  same  time  I  called  the  Assembly  of  this  Province  in  hopes  that  they  would  contribute 
tarlhcr  towards  the  expence,  which  I  foresaw  must  unavoidably  be  much  greater  than  usual, 
if  any  thing  more  be  done  to  the  purpose  ;  and  the  more  to  induce  them  I  laid  before  them 
all  the  informations  I  had  received,  and  likewise  the  several  letters  from  the  neighbouring 

'5iV.  —  Kd. 
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Governors  confirming  the  same:  But  I  am  sorry  that  after  all  1  must  inform  your  Lordships 
that  all  the  Assemblies  have  refused  lo  contribute  or  to  enable  their  Governors  to  go  personally 
or  to  send  Commissioners  to  assist  at  the  Interview  at  Albany,  except  Massachusetts  Bay  & 
South  Carolina :  The  Governor  of  the  last  place  has  sent  one  Commissioner  &  six  Indians  in 
order  to  make  Peace  between  their  Indians  and  the  Six  Nations  ;  but  by  what  I  can  hear  from 
the  Commissioner  their  Present  is  by  much  too  small  to  answer  the  Purposes  designed 

I  transmit  to  your  Lordships  a  copy  of  Gov'  Glen's  to  me  on  this  occasion.  The  only  reasons 
I  can  give  for  this  neglect  of  a  service  which  I  and  all  the  Governors  think  so  necessary  at  this 
time  are  the  penurious  tempers  of  the  American  Assemblys  and  the  private  views  which  the 
trading  part  among  them  have,  in  endeavouring  to  draw  the  interviews  with  the  Indians  into 
their  own  Colonies,  tho'  it  can  not  be  doubled  that  Albany  is  the  most  proper  place  for  this 
purpose  in  which  iM--  Glen  agrees  with  me  tho'  his  Government  be  the  furthest  distant 

The  reasons  for  the  Assembly  of  this  Province  refusing  to  add  to  the  allowance  they  have 
made  for  this  Service  I  can  only  give  your  Lordships  by  their  answer  to  my  speech  on  this 
occasion     I  transmit  copies  of  both 

After  the  Assembly  was  prorogued,  I  suppose  they  found  that  their  savingness  on  this 
Occasion  was  not  approved  without  Doors,  and  thereon  the  Speaker  in  private  conversation 
with  me  told  me  that  the  Treasurer  should  be  directed  privately  to  advance  ^'200  more,  which 
I  hope  the  necessity  of  the  Service  will  excuse  my  receiving  in  this  manner,  tho'  it  shows  at 
the  same  time,  how  absolutely  the  Treasurer  and  the  Treasury  is  under  the  private  and  single 
direction  of  the  Assembly— This  may  some  time  or  other  prove  of  dangerous  consequence. 
1  can  only  apprize  your  Lps  of  it  because  a  remedv  can  only  be  given  by  the  Kings 
immediate  Authority  as  will  more  fully  appear  by  the  several  Representations  I  have  made,  to 
show  that  all  publick  money  is  absolutely  in  the  disp  .sal  of  the  Assembly,  and  they  have 
thereby,  assumed  to  themselves  the  wiio[le]  executive  powers  of  (Jovernment 

Upon  receiving  the  report  N°  9  from  Lieutenant  Lindesay  commandant  &  Commissary  at  the 

trading  house  ot  Oswego,  informing  me  of  the  French  building  a  fortified  house  and  seizing 

and  detaining  prisoners  the  Knglish    .  raders ;  1  immediately  dispatched  a  (Jentleman  to  the 

Governor  General  of  Canada  with  a  letter  of  complaint  of  this  encroachment  on  the  Kings 

Territory  and  injury  done  his  subjects,  demanding  reparation  for  the  same;  a  copy  of  which 

letter  N«  19  I  shall  by  the  very  first  opportunity  alter  I  have  received  an  answer  do  myself  the 

honor  to  communicate  the  contents  to  your  Lordships 

I  am  with  Respect 

My  Lords 

Your  Lordships  most 

obedient  humble  Serv' 

G.  Clinton. 
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Sir 


Governor    Wenttoortli  to  Governoi'  Clintcn. 

[New- York  Papers,  Hh.,  No.  US.] 

Portsmouth  Jan'''  SS""  1750 


I  have  the  honor  of  your  Excellencys  favor  of  the  IH""  Dec'  past  advising  me  of  the  Interview 
you  have  appointed  to  have  with  the  six  Nations  of  Indians  and  their  allies,  on  the  first  weeit 
in  June  next,  which  I  esteem  absolutely  necessary  at  this  time,  and  to  secure  those  Tribes 
Firmly  in  the  Interest  of  His  Majesty's  Colonies  in  North  America  is  of  the  last  consequence 
to  each  Governm'  respectively,  and  yet  I  am  apprehensive  some  who  may  at  this  time  esteem 
themselves  safe,  will  endeavor  to  screen  themselves  from  the  expence,  that  will  attend  it, 
without  considering  the  dreadful  calamitys  that  must  unavoidably  fall  on  every  Government, 
should  these  Nations  be  gained  over  to  the  French,  which  as  your  Excellency  justly  observes, 
there  will  be  great  reason  to  fear,  should  there  appear  to  these  people  a  disunion  in  the 
Councils  of  His  Majestys  Governments  on  this  important  meeting;  on  which  I  think  it  my 
Duty  to  attend,  but  the  unhappy  situation  I  am  uii.I.t,  with  respect  to  the  Assembly,  renders 
that  impossible,  unless  between  this  time  and  that,  1  receive  His  Majestys  pleasure  concerning 
them,  or  they  return  to  their  duty  and  obedience  — I  have  communicated  your  Letter  to  His 
Majestys  council,  who  think  it  highly  expedient  that  Commissioners  ought  to  appear  in  behalf 
of  this  Province,  hut  on  the  other  iiand  they  think  it  will  avail  but  little  unless  the  appear 
prepared  with  Suitable  Presents  which  it  is  absolutely  out  of  my  power  to  provide  and  no 
private  gentleman  will  care  to  advance  such  a  sum,  as  it  will  require  to  lay  at  the  mercy  of  an 
assembly  for  reimbursement 

As  I  am  very  Zealous  to  strengthen  the  interview  your  Excellency  has  fixed  with  these 
Nations  and  being  persuaded  of  the  universal  benefit  His  Matys  Government  must  reap  from 
the  ed'fcts  of  it  I  would  propose  if  it  be  agreeable  and  you  think  it  will  answer  the  end 
designed,  that  you  nominate  to  me  a  person  residing  in  New  York  or  Albany,  that  you  approve 
of,  to  Represent  this  Province,  hereby  obliging  myself  iully  to  impower  him  by  the  time 
fixed  for  the  meeting,  engageing  also  as  far  as  it  concerns  nic  to  ratily  and  confirm  all  the 
engagements  he  shall  enter  into  on  the  part  of  iNcw  Hi>mpsbire 

Tlius  Sir  you  [perceive]  the  melancholy  Situation  some  of  the  Kings  (iovernors  are  in,  when 
the  must  have  recourse  to  such  shifts  as  these  to  do  the  Kings  business. 

1  am  with  great  truth 

Sir  —  Your  Kxcellency's  most 

obedient  humble  Servant. 

Nt'w  York  13  Wkntwoutu 

Copy  Exam''  I" 

Gw  Uany.mi  I>  Secry 
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Lieutenant  Lindesay's  Report  of  Indian  News,  c&c,  at  Oswego. 

[  New-Tork  Papers,  Hh.,  No.  1«. ) 

A  Report  of  the  News  1  have  had  from  the  Indians  &c 

Oswego  Feb  S'"  I7i?.  Came  here  three  Frenchmen  from  Onondaga,  and  told  me  they  were 
come  from  the  place  Joncaire  was  at  (on  the  River  Ohio)  with  a  message  to  the  Governor  of 
Canada,  desiring  men  &c  to  be  sent  him  in  order  to  build  a  Fort  there,  I  understood  they 
had  been  at  our  several  castles,  telling  them  what  they  were  to  do  soon  after  Adrawanah  (one 
of  the  Cheifs  of  the  Cahugah  Castle )  came  here,  I  spoke  to  him  of  this,  and  told  him  they 
might  now  see  the  bad  consequence  of  our  Indians  going  to  Canada,  and  receiving  presents 
from  the  Governor  of  said  place,  for  now  he  looked  on  them  as  his  Slaves,  and  Tributaries  and 
did  what  he  pleased  without  their  leave  or  consent. 

I  also  told  iiim  I  was  informed  they  had  built  a  Fort  at  the  carrying  place  (above  Niagara) 
from  the  Iry  to  this  Lake,  and  desired  if  they  had  any  regard  for  their  own  property,  that  they 
would  have  a  stop  put  to  it.  He  replyed  the  five  Nations  had  heard  of  this  Fort  and  had 
appointed  some  Indians  to  go  and  prevent  the  building  it  further 

April  2.'^  Joncaires  Brother  came  here  in  his  way  to  Niagara,  and  said  he  was  going  to 
command  the  new  Fort  on  the  carrying  place  above  Niagara. 

May  4'"  Came  here  a  Mesasagah  Canoe  (with  Indians)  who  came  and  saw  me  and  told  for 
News,  that  there  was  an  Army  passed  Cataracque,  in  order  to  build  a  Fort  where  Joncaire 
was  and  to  run  off  the  Shawanahs,  Chanundadies,  and  Twig-Twee  Indians  (who  live  at 
Kyahagah  on  the  Drafts  of  Ohio  &  Ohio)  and  with  whom  the  I'hiladelphians  trade,  and  to 
drive  them  from  thence,  and  that  there  was  a  good  many  Indians  to  go  with  said  army.  I  told 
tiiem  as  they  had  entered  into  an  Alliance  with  the  Five  Nations  (which  place  belonged  to  them ) 
and  that  many  of  the  five  Nations  lived  there  as  well  as  the  other  Nations  aforesaid.  I  hoped 
the  would  join  the  five  Nations  in  defence  of  said  Indians,  and  opposed  the  views  of  the  French, 
which  was  to  make  shwes  of  ail  Indians.  Adrawanah  being  here  I  sent  for  him,  and  made 
tiiem  repeat  the  News  to  him,  who  seemed  much  troubled  with  it.  I  did  all  I  could  to  shew 
the  Frenches  Views  in  all  their  doings,  and  to  shew  that  they  treated  the  five  Nations  and 
all  other  Indians,  as  their  .slaves,  who  had  neither  liberty  nor  properly 

Schanahary  (an  other  Clieif  of  the  Cahugahs )  coming  here  the  next  day  I  was  at  the  same 

pains  with  him  ,      „        ,   /    . 

May  S'"  This  day  came  here  a  Seneca  Indian  who  informed  me  that  the  French  (who  are 
buil.ling  a  Fort  near  the  Twig  Twees)  hearing  ol  three  I'hiia.lelphia  Traders,  that  were  going 
to  trade  with  that  Nation,  sent  for  them  to  smoke  a  Pipe  in  a  frien.ily  manner,  which  they 
accepted  of,  and  as  soon  as  they  came  look  every  thing  from  them,  and  put  the  men  in  Irons. 
On  hearing  this  I  sent  for  Schanaharv,  and  told  him  the  News,  he  said  they  had  heard  it,  and  l.a.i 
sent  to  know  the  certainty  of  it,  and  sai.l  ,the  Five  Nations  were  determined  to  assist  and 
defend  all  those  Indians  who  live  atCayahagah,  and  t;)  protect  the  Knglish  that  trade.!  there- 

I  told  all  our  Indians  that  were  here,  that  when  I  .-ame  here  first.  I  had  opposed  th.-ir  going 
to  Canada  to  receive  (iilts  and  presenls  from  thence  for  that  was  selling  their  Liberty  and 
property  and  they  might  now  see  come  to  pass.  For  tlie  Governor  of  Canada  looked  on  what 
was  theirs  as  his  own  and  did  what  he  pleased  without  their  leave  or  consent  as  they  saw  by 
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the  Fort  built  at  the  carrying  place  above  Niagara,  and  that  they  were  about  to  build  where 

Joncaire  is,  which  place  I  was  well  informed  they  had  given  or  sold  to  the  Governor  of 

Philadelphia,  and  whether  they  had  done  that  or  not  (as  it  was  theirs)  I  hoped  they  would 

allow  no  Fort  to  be  built  there  but  would  all  join  &  defend  the  Philadelphia  Traders— The 

Five  Nations  &  others  who  lived  on  Ohio,  or  any  of  the  Rivers  terminating  therein  when 

the  English  had  any  commerce 

-,       -,    ,  *  John  Lindesay' 

New  York 

A  true  Copy  Exam''  P' 

Gw  Banyar  D  Secry. 


Sir 


Lieutenant-Governor  Hamilton  to  Governor  Clinton. 

[New-Tork  F>p«n,  Ilh..  IDS.] 

Philadelphia  May  15.  1761 

I  deferred  answering  your  Excellencys  Letter  of  13'"  April,  till  I  could  certainly  inform 
you  what  Part  this  Province  would  Act  with  regard  to  the  Treaty  to  be  held  at  Albany  in  the 
next  month  ;  and  I  am  now  extreemiy  mortified  at  being  obliged  to  acquaint  you,  that  contrary 
to  my  expectations,  our  Assembly  has  altogether  declined  having  any  thing  to  do  in  that 
treaty;  aa  you  will  see  by  the  Copy  of  their  message  inclosed 

Although  from  the  religious  principals  of  a  great  majority  of  the  House  I  never  expected 
they  would  enter  into  any  oftensive  Measures  to  protect  the  Indians  against  the  French  ;  yet  I 
made  not  the  least  doubt,  but  that  in  order  to  shew  them  countenance,  and  to  secure  their 
good  will;  they  would  at  least  have  contributed  a  very  handsome  Present  to  be  delivered 
with  Yours  and  those  of  the  other  Governments,  which  would  have  made  the  whole  appear 
more  considerable  and   belter  worth    their   acceptance      This   I  did   not  fail   to   press    upon 

'  John  Lindmat.  foimd.T  of  (Mierry  Valley  •.ttleiiienf,  in  lh«  county  of  OtspRo,  N.  Y.,  wm  s  nmivp  of  ScolUnd,  nnd  in 
D«ceniliiT,  17;to.  receivod  from  lii«  conntrvman,  (iov.  >font«oiniTie,  thu  cornmi«ii.in  of  N«v»l  Htfiofr  if  the  port  of  New-York, 
tn  1732,  h«  WHS  appointed  SluTilf  of  Alhany,  which  office  ho  tilled  until  October,  173y.  lie  acipiired  iienrly  20,000  acres  of 
the  puMie  Un<K  located  in  different  part)  of  the  province,  by  pat.'nt*  dated  from  17;i6  to  1741.  lie  removed  to  Cherry 
Valley  in  n4()  with  hia  wife,  Lieutenant  Contfreve  liis  father  inlaw,  and  Bcrvanta,  and  gave  to  hit  new  homt  the  name  of 
I.ind..»y',  iMinh.  Hut  being  unacipiaiotcil  with  practical  farming,  and  the  French  war  breaking  out,  he  was  obliged  to 
abandon  hia  •olerpriic.  UcinfarcoiuenU  being  ordered  to  the  weetern  frontier,  Lieutenant  Oongreve  reaigned  hi*  commiwion 
in  favor  of  Mr.  I.indeiay,  who  proceeded  to  (li.» ego  iu  1744.  lie  was  in  .Schenectady  in  the  winter  of  1740-7.  On  the  I4lh 
October,  of  the  la..t  mentione.l  year,  the  r,inncil  taking  int .  consideration  Kevcral  petition,  of  the  Oswego  trailers,  praying 
bin  Kicelleney  the  Oovernor  to  continue  I.ieutenaul  l.indenay  in  the  command  of  the  garrison  at  Oi.wego,  «n.l  the  recpicM  of 
the  Indians  of  the  Si«  N,iti,>ns  to  the  lame  purpose ;  and  being  also  of  <ipini.>ii  from  their  own  knowledge  of  Mr.  Lindcsav, 
thai  he  is  well  qnalirted  for  that  command,  and  the  m.ire  "o  on  the  account  of  his  engaging  A.ldren  to  the  Indians! 
unanimously  res<dvcd  to  reeommcnd  his  Kxcellenoy  to  order  l.icu'.ennnt  l.indeaay  to  repair  tn  Osweg,.,  to  take  the  coinm.ind 
of  the  garrison  there.  Ho  waa  nimmian.lant  at  that  post  until  February,  1749,  when  he  was  appointed  Indian  eonunisaary 
•nd  agent  thera.  He  retained  Uie  latter  situation  until  his  ilealh,  which  occurre.l  in  17ftl.  His  widow,  I'enelope  I.indc»ay, 
survived  him,  but  they  had  no  children  At  the  looc  „f  hi.  dHuib.  Mr.  lindcay  wa.t  a  lie.itenant  in  Captain  Clark.'.'s 
ei.nipany  of  Imlcpcndeiit  Fu/.iI.er*  (  i.Mt'.  l/„lory  of  JVym  County,  2,1;  \„l'  Yovk  Book  «/ P<iHnlt  ;  StoUrk  Omnril 
Minultt,  XXL,  277  ;  Vommiuiom,  HI.,  3oo,  »tl8,  481 ,  JuKntrn't  Jtanmttrtpit,  I.  —  Ed. 


.11 


708  NEW- YORK  COLONIAL  MANUSCRIPTS. 

the  Principiil  Members  in  repeated  conferences  botli  before  and  during  the  time  of  their  last 
sitting,  tho'  without  effect,  so  that  whatever  may  be  the  consequence  of  our  not  acting 
with  the  spirit  &  resolution  the  present  state  of  Indian  affairs  seems  to  require,  and  the 
circumstances  of  this  Province  very  well  cabled  us  to  do,  I  can  not  reproach  myself  with 
having  omitted  any  thing  in  my  Power  that  would  have  contributed  to  so  good  a  purpose 

Upon  tiie  death  of  Canassatego  and  some  other  of  the  principal  Sach.ms  of  the  six  Nations 
who  were  our  very  good  friends- We  have  thought  it  necessary  to  send  to  the  Council  at 
Ono.idago,  a  message  of  condolence  with  a  small  present  of  one  hundred  pounds  value,  and  as 
there  will  be  soon  an  opportunity  of  meeting  that  council  together  at  Albany  :  I  am  to  request 
of  Your  Kxcellency  that  M'  Weiser  our  Province  Interpreter  may  have  your  permission  to 
deliver  the  same  at  that  place  whereby  much  time  &  trouble  will  be  saved  to  this  (iovernment 

If  our  Assembly  had  entered  heartily  into  the  measures  propos'd  in  your  Excellency's  letter 
of  the  18  Dec'  1  fully  intended  to  have  waited  on  you  at  Albany ;  and  to  have  joined  my 
best  endeavors  towards  restoring  our  Indian  affairs  and  putting  them  on  a  better  foot  for  the 
future  Hut  as  they  have  neither  thought  fit  to  a.ivise  my  joining  in  these  measures,  nor  made 
any  provision  of  Presents  suitable  to  the  importance  of  the  occasion.  I  must  deny  myself  the 
satisfaction  I  proposed  in  paying  my  respects  to  you  in  Person,  and  have  only  to  wish  all 
possible  success  to  your  labors  for  the  publick  Service 

I  beg  the  favor  of  your  answer  whether  >P  Weiser  may  be  permitted  to  deliver  the 
foreinentioned  small  I'resent  at  Albany  and  am  with  all  possible  Regard     Sir 

Your  Kxcelleiicys 

most  obedient  humble  Serv' 

James  IIa.milton 

New  York     Copy  Kxam''  1" 

(iw  Bawau  D  Secry 

His  Kxcellency  (Jov'  Clinton. 


(ruvernor  (flen  to  (roirrnor  Clinton. 

[  New-V.irk  I'lpfM,  llli.,  No  IW  ] 

S"  Carolina  May  21"  17fll 

Bir  .    .  1V.      V    I 

I  was  in  great  hopes  to  Iiave  been  able  to  have  accepted  of  your  Invitatmn  to  New  ^ork. 

being  v.-rv  seuMble  that  such  a  (ieneral  meeting  ol  all  the  Covernors  that  have  any  connection 
with  In.iii.ns,  would  heh.re-  his  Majestys  service.  an<l  the  security  of  the  Colonies,  and  altho' 
it  might   be   more   convenient   for   Carolina  that   such    meeting  should   be  at  Virginia   as  was 

p,„pose.l  hiHt  y.xr  l.v  M'  I yet  upon  many  accounts  New  York  should  be  preferred,  both  as 

it  is  in  a  manlier  the  .cnier  ul"  the  liritisli  Colonies  upon  this  continent,  nml  because  llie  six 
Nations  nn.l  many  other  Indians  have  b.r  inany  years  past  been  more  immediately  dependent 
np.,,1  or  11.  alliance  with  New  York  in.  d„ul,l  Indians  may  l>c  allured  by  Presents  to  any  place. 

'  Sie  <iii  t  l.u  fiir.  —  Kn. 
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but  they  are  not  attracted  to  Albany  by  presents  only,  tliey  are  attracted  by  Treaties  1  have 
been  prevented  from  attending  the  meeting  proposed  to  be  held  in  June  next  at  New  York  by 
some  disturbances  among  the  Cherokees,  but  I  have  sent  a  (Jentleman  who  is  no  stranger  to 
Indian  affairs,  as  Commissioner  from  this  Province:  he  is  one  of  the  Council  here,  and  I  beg 
leave  to  recommend  him  to  your  regard 

1  shall  not  presume  to  point  out  what  may  be  the  proper  beads  for  your  deliberatio.i  in 
general  I  think  it  would  be  adviseable  to  contermine  all  the  llotts  and  Intrigues  of  the  French 
and  in  order  thereto,  it  will  be  necessary  to  collect  from  all  the  ditterent  Governors  or 
commission"  that  may  be  present  at  that  meeting  such  circumstances  &  facts  as  can  give  any 
light  into  these  matters — To  one  unacquainted  with  Indian  attiiirs  the  designs  of  the  French 
may  seem  dark  &  doutbtful,  their  projects  improbable,  and  their  views  very  distant  however 
they  are  not  less  to  be  minded  upon  that  account  and  if  British  (iovcrn"  are  either  indolent  or 
negligent,  it  may  prove  very  fatal  tc  the  Provinces.  Whether  the  observations  that  I  have 
made  for  these  last  seven  years,  will  satisfy  any  other  person  what  the  designs  of  the  French 
may  be,  I  shall  not  take  upon  me  to  assert,  but  I  assure  you  I  myself  who  at  first  was  but 
suspicious  am  firmly  conviiic'd  and  confirmed  during  the  War  i  found  their  Indian 
Commissaries  and  even  French  Agents,  amongst  our  Indian  Nations  inciting  them  to  a  general 
insurrection  against  the  English,  but  their  pr()|)osals  not  having  been  listened  to,  their  next 
attempt  were  to  get  some  looting  amongst  these  Nations  themselves,  and  accordingly  they  told 
them  it  was  good  for  them  to  have  a  Trade  both  with  the  French  &  with  the  Fnglish,  that  the 
Knglisli  seemed  to  covet  the  Deer  Skins  but  the  French  were  desirous  to  trade  with  ihem  tor 
their  Heaver  and  small  Furrs  and  tlie  ho|)ed  they  would  peruiitt  them  lo  build  strong  h(Uises  to 
put  theirgoods  in;  This  we  very  truly  interpreted  lo  mean  Forts  but  in  this  we  also  prevented 
their  designs  and  they  have  ever  since  continued  to  harass  our  Indians  by  sending  them  to  warr 
against  them,  and  by  giving  tliem  rewards  not  only  lor  the  Scalps  of  our  Indians  but  even  for 
the  skalps  ami  heads  of  our  Traders:  'I'liey  also  make  it  their  constant  practice  to  raise  & 
continue  Warr  betwixt  the  Nations  in  the  British  Interest  to  prevent  all  accomodations,  and  by 
doing  every  thing  in  their  power  to  rekindle  Wars  when  by  the  care  of  Knglish  Covernors 
they  have  been  extinguished  they  C(Misider  that  the  F.nglish  first  settled  all  along  the  Sea  Coast, 
and  that  their  back  settlen.  ts  being  thinly  inhabited  must  for  many  years  be  their  weakest 
part,  that  the  Indian  Nations  are  a  sort  of  Bulwark  to  us,  and  if  they  could  get  them  in  their 
Interest,  and  so  turn  the  Canon  upon  us,  they  might  invade  us  with  double  advantage,  but  even 
if  they  can  weaken  this  Barrier  by  making  our  Indians  destroy  oiu-  an  other  they  would  have 
nnicb  less  lo  struggle  with,  in  any  (iiture  attempts  upon  these  Provinces,  in  any  future  War. 
Our  first  care  therefore  ought  to  be,  to  make  ail  the  Indians  that  an'  friends  with  the  English 
Friends  also  among  themselves,  and  for  that  reason  I  hope  you  and  the  other  (iovernors  aiul 
ciimniissioners  will  heartily  join  your  Interest  in  removing  all  the  obstacles  to  a  Peace,  in 
reconciling  all  the  diUerences  and  cementing  together  in  a  close  union  the  Northward  ami 
Southward  Indians;  under  (he  name  of  Northward  Indians  I  include,  not  only  I  e  Six  Nations, 
the  Pelawares  and  '•'(i  ;ijuehannah  Indians,  hut  all  Ihv  diU'erent  Tribes  who  may  be  in 
Friendship  with  them  |i  .aiciilarly  thee  on  the  Ohio  lliver,  as  under  the  name  of  Southward 
Indians,  I  comprehend  the  CherokecM,  the  Catawbas,  the  Creeks,  called  sometimes  Mus-agee, 
the  ('bickesaws,  and  such  part  i  ■  the  Chaetaws  an  -.mi-  in  our  Interest,  and  all  the  Tribes  in 
Irietidsbip  with  those  Nations,  m  that  live  amoiig^^t  mw  '<etileinents,  siu'h  as  Charraws,  Uclies, 
Piilees,  .N'olchees,  Cape  Fears  or  other  Indians;  and  i  dope  that  all  Prisoners  on  each  side  will 
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be  mutually  delivered  back ;  and  whereas  about  two  or  three  years  agoe,  a  Gentleman  of  this 
Province  one  Capt"  Hague,  was  carried  off  and  murdered  by  some  of  the  Indians  who  live 
upon  or  near  the  Ohio  River,  who  came  to  War  against  the  Catawbas,  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  some  satisfaction  be  obtained  for  the  said  murder,  and  1  hope  you  will  take  the  opportunity 
of  so  general  a  meeting  to  demand  it 

This  Province  has  more  Indians  in  Alliance  with  it,  who  have  no  dependance  upon,  or 
connection  with  any  but  the  English  of  Carolina,  than  any  other  Province  whatever  a»  you 
will  see  by  my  account  of  them  in  some  of  my  former  letters,  and  I  hope  that  any  representation 
concerning  Indian  affairs  that  may  be  laid  before  His  Majesty,  as  the  united  sence  of  New  York 
Carolina  and  New  England,  the  Center  and  the  two  extreems  of  the  Continent  will  not  fail  of 
having  its  due  weight 

At  present  I  have  not  time  to  add  any  more  but  that 

I  am  with  much  Respect 

Sir,  Your  Excellencys 

most  obedient  and 

most  humble  Servant 
New  York    Copy  Exam"  P  J^mes  Glen 

Gw  Bantar  D  Secry 


Oovernor  Hamilton  to  Governor  Clinton. 


[N«w-rork  ripen,  Hh.,  No.  1^7.] 


Philad"  June  6""  1751. 


Sir 

I  am  favored  with  your  Excellencys  Letter  of  the  27""  of  May,  expressing  your  consent 
to  the  delivery  of  our  siiiiill  Present  at  Albany:  for  which  I  am  now  to  return  you  my 
thanks;  and  to  assure  you  M'  Weiser  shall  in  all  things  conform  himself  to  the  conditions 
therein  mentioned 

I  am  much  obliged  to  your  Excellency  for  imparting  to  me  the  Intelligence  from  M'  Lindsay 
great  part  whereof  I  am  inclined  to  beleive  is  true,  having  myself  in  april  last  received  from 
M'Croglian,  an  information  of  very  nearly  the  same  import,  which  I  enclose  for  your  perusal  — 
This  Account  I  laid  before  the  Assembly  at  their  Sessions  in  May,  and  in  repeated  conferences 
with  the  principal  members,  pressed  them  to  enable  me  to  do  some  thing  effectual  for  the 
Preservation  of  that  part  of  His  Majestys  Dominions,  as  well  as  for  the  security  of  our  Indian 
Trade,  both  which  were  in  danger  of  being  lost  by  the  Krenchs  taking  possession  &  building 
Forts  on  the  lUver  Ohio  even  within  the  Limits  of  this  Province  as  we  have  reason  to  bt-leive. 
But  all  arguments  that  couid  be  used  on  that  occasion  availed  nothing  towards  inducing  them 
to  do  what  was  indispenaaidy  their  Duty  to  his  Majesty  and  to  the  people  they  represent. 
Heme  it  is  that  I  have  little  reason  to  expect  they  will  ever  art  a  proper  part  in  Indian 
affairs,  uiitill  either  •;  -ich  notable  calamity  befall  our  back  inhabitants,  or  till  they  have  such 
injunctions  laid  upon  lliem  from  home  as  they  will  not  venture  to  disobey 
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I  beg  leave  to  express  my  acknowledgement  of  your  great  civility  upon  this,  and  all  other 

occasions  and  am  with  all  imaginable  Regards 

Sir, 

Your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  &  most 

humble  Servant 

__.    _,       „  James  Hamilton 

His  Excellency  Gov'  Clinton 

New  York     Copy  Exam*"  P' 

Gw  Banyar  D  Secry. 


Governor  Clinton  to  tlie  Marquis  de  la  Jonquiere. 

[New-York  Papers,  Hh.,  No.  158.] 

Sir 

I  am  sorry  that  I  am  laid  under  the  necessity  to  send  M'  Corn'*  Cuyler  the  bearer  of  this  to 
your  Excellency,  to  complain  of  encroachments  made  on  the  Territories  subject  to  the  King 
my  master  and  the  violences  and  injuries  done  to  his  subjects  by  the  subjects  of  France  under 
your  Government  in  open  violation  of  the  Amity  and  Treaties  subsisting  between  the  Kings 
our  Masters. 

I  have  repeated  informations  that  some  Persons  pretending  to  act  by  commission  from  your 
Excellency  are  erecting  a  fortified  house  on  the  River  of  Oniagara,  between  Lake  Erie  & 
Cadarackqui  Lake  on  the  Territory  of  the  five  Nations  (called  Iroquois  by  the  Frencii)  which 
they  long  since  solemly  submitted  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  and  who  by  the  Treaty  of 
Utrecht  confirmed  by  the  late  Treaty  at  Aix  La  Chapelle  are  allowed  by  the  King  your  master, 
to  be  subjects  of  Great  Britain  and  likewise  tiiat  Six  Englishmen  subjects  of  the  King  my 
masttr,  who  were  peaceably  pursueing  a  lawful  Tradejwith  the  Indians  in  amity  with  the  King 
my  masters  subjects  have  had  their  persons  &  goods  seized  by  persons  pretending  to  act  by  a 
like  commission  and  their  Persons  detained  in  Prison  in  Irons  near  Oniagara  with  such  severe 
Treatment  as  seldomed  is  used  to  prisoners  of  civilized  nations  in  lime  of  actual  War 

Notwithstanding  of  the  Pretensions  of  tiiese  Persons,  guilty  of  the  injuries  &  violences 
which  I  complain  of,  I  am  persuaded  from  your  Excellencys  Candour  &  justice,  and  the 
prolfssion.t  you  (brnierly  made  of  your  desire  to  cultivate  the  amity  &  Friendship  reestahlisluMJ 
between  the  two  Crowns  &-  their  subjects,  that  these  things  must  be  done  without  your 
being  truly  informed  of  the  Situation  of  the  place  where  the  subjects  of  Canada  are  building 
this  House.  And  that  the  other  Acts  of  Violence  &  injustice  are  entirely  without  your 
Knowledge.  I  therefore  assuredly  expect  that  on  your  Excellencys  receiving  this  you  will 
immediately  cause  strict  enquiry  to  be  made  into  the  Truth  of  these  Facts  That  you  will  order 
the  huilding  of  that  House  iniuiediiiiely  to  cease.  Th;it  you  will  issue  your  orders  not  only  to 
set  these  men  at  lilierly  who  are  dftaincd  prisoners  near  Onias^arii,  hut  likewise  that  lul 
reparation  be  made  them  for  the  injuries  and  losses  they  have  sutlered  and  lastly  that  the 
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persons  who  have  been  guilty  of  these  violences  and  injuries  [to  the  subjects']  of  Great  Britain 
be  exempiarily  punished,  so  as  to  deterr  all  o.i.ers  from  attempting  the  like  at  any  time  hereafter 
-  And  of  your  having  given  these  necessary  orders  for  these  purposes,  I  hope  to  be  well  assured 
at  the  return  of  the  Gentleman  who  carries  tliis  letter 

Your  Excellency  may  be  assured   M.at  nothing  shall   be  wanting  on  my  part  to  cult.vate 
mutual  amity  &  Friendship  between  the  Kings  subjects  in  my  Government  and  those  of  I  ranee 

under  yours 

I  am  with  the  greatest 
Respect 

Your  Excellencys 

Most  obedient  and 
Fort  George  in  y  city  of  New  York  niost  humble  Servant 

T         10  i-7ri  G  Clinton 

June  12  1751. 

True  copy  ex  V  G  Banyar  D  Secy, 


Oovernor  Clinton  to  the  BuTce  of  Bedford. 

[  New-Yotk  Papers.  (  S.  P.  O. )  XI.,  216.] 

My  Lord  Duke 

I  received  your  Grace's  letter,  notifying  the  death  of  the  best  of  princes,  His  Royal  Higness 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  which  occasioned  the  deepest  sorrow  to  me  and  all  His  Maj"'  good  subjects 

in  this  Colony. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inclose  herein  to  your  Grace,  an  address  of  condoUnce  from  me  and 
the  other  branches  of  the  Legislature  here,  on  that  melancholy  occasion,  which  in  our  behalf  I 
beg  that  your  Grace  would  be  pleased  to  present  to  His  Majesty. 

From  several  letter  from  my  friends  and  Agent  in  England,  I  have  impatiently  expected  His 
Maj"'  leave  of  absence,  which  with  other  material  reasons  has  (as  your  Griice  will  observe  hy 
the  inclosed)  occasioned  my  detaining  Capl"  Roddani  here;  for  as  my  health  is  so  very  much 
impaired  by  this  Climate,  that  I  am  told  it  will  he  impossible  to  survive  another  winter  in  it, 
and  my  private  affairs  wanting  me  so  much  at  home  for  the  good  of  my  family ;  ami  as  it  is  not 
probab.'j  that  I  should  have  any  other  opportunity,  unless  in  a  Merchantman,  which  must  put 
me  and  M"  Clinton  to  the  greatest  iiiconveniency,  1  have  determined  to  make  use  of  this,  and 
beg  Your  Grace  will  be  so  good  as  to  represent  to  His  Majesty  the  absolute  necessity  of  my 
coming  home,  without  His  Royal  permi.ssion.  Another  reason  for  it  is  that  here  is  a  person 
arrived  from  the  Virgin  Islands,  who  oli'ers  to  give  his  oath,  that  he  saw  a  paragraph  in  the 
English  Gazette,  of  about  20"-  April,  that  Sir  Peter  Warren's  commission  for  Governour  of  this 
Province  was  actually  made  out,  which  if  so,  I  must  be  superceded,  and  totally  deprived  of 
such  another  opportunity,  before  next  spring,  which  1  fear  may  prove  fatal  to  me  in  my  present 
weak  indisposition. 

'  The  worJt  within  bracket*  sra  b.M».1  from  llio  copy  of  lli«  Lett«r  in  /'««n«y/»anio  CWonioi  littatd;  V..  6M.  —  Lu. 
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By  the  other  papers  enclosed  your  Grace  will  perceive  the  absolute  necessity  of  my  meeting 
the  Six  nations  of  Indians  dependent  on  this  province  at  Albany,  on  ti  e  2S"'  day  of  this  month. 
My  best  endevours  shall  be  used  to  bring  to  effect  what  is  proposed  Uy  that  meeting,  which  I 
hope  may,  in  a  great  measure  secure  all  the  British  Colonies  on  the  f'ain  of  America,  against 
the  designs  of  the  French  of  Canada  appearing  by  these  papers. 

On  my  return  hither  from  Albany,  I  intend  forthwith  to  imbark  with  my  Family  on  board 
His  Maj'^'*  ship  the  Greyhound  for  England. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  regard 
My  Lord  Duke 

Your  Grace's  most  obedient 
Fort  George  in  New  York  and  most  humble  servant 

18  June  1751.  (^ig^.d)         G.  Clintox. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford.' 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Lm-ds  of  Trade. 

[  New-Tork  Bundle,  H.  ,  No.  1.  ] 

My  Lords, 

In  my  proceeding  letters  of  29">  of  January  &  IS'"  of  June  last,  1  had  the  honour  to 
communicate  to  your  Lordw  the  Informations  I  had  received  of  the  practices  of  the  French,  in 
several  parts  of  America  to  withdraw  the  Affection  of  the  Indians,  in  amity  with  us,  and  to 
obstruct  the  British  Conimcrce  among  the  Indians  everywhere,  and  of  their  building  Forts  on 
the  lands  of  the  Five  Nations  for  that  purpose;  and  that  I  had  sent  a  Messenger  to  the  Gov' 
of  Canada  complaining  of  these  infractions  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecb.t,  and  demanding 
reparation,  a  copy  of  which  has  been  transmitted  to  Vour  Lord"*'"'. 

These  informations  of  the  designs  and  practices  of  the  French,'  being  confirmed  from  all 
parts,  gave  general  apprehensions  of  the  fidelity  of  the  Indians;  and  I  had  for  this  reason 
conceived  hopes,  that  ail  the  Colonies  would  have  joined  in  concerting  uieasmvs  to  defeat  the 
designs  of  the  French;  but  I  have  been  almost  entirely  prevented  in  iisy  expectations. 
Massachusets  Bay,  South  Carolina  and  Connecticut,  only,  sent  Commissioners  with  a  small 

'JouN  lii'ssEi.i,  nil  Diike  of  lieilffii-.l,  K.  0.,  was  l.oru  SOtli  of  September,  1710,  niut  on  the  lltli  of  Oct,..bcr,  1731,  married 
LiiJy  Dmnii  Speiieer,  cl«iij.litor  of  the  Karl  of  SumlerlaiMJ,  nii.l  graii.Mauvthter  of  the  Dulie  of  Marlborough;  and  2milv,  in 
17;i7,  (  having  BUceoe.le.l  to  the  .luke.lom  in  I7;i2  )  (iertrude,  .laughter  of  the  Karl  of  Oowor.  Bis  graee  was  oonstitiited  first, 
h.rd  coiiimissioner  of  the  Admiralty  in  December,  1744,  under  tlio  IVlham  ministry,  in  whieli  station  his  orders  to  Warren 
contributed  considerably  to  the  fall  of  Louisburjjh;  was  appointed  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Hedlordsbire  in  ni.-i,  and  was  one  of 
the  Lord  Justiees  duiini;  the  Kinii's  absence  abroad  in  171,%  1748,  and  17.M1.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  8eoteh  Rebellion, 
he  rai«ed  s  regiment  of  foot,  with  which  he  served;  an.l  on  the  LUh  of  February,  174S,  succeeded  Lord  Chestertield,  a^ 
Seeretnry  ofWtate,  with  charge  of  the  folonies.  lie  hehl  this  office  until  the  •Jtlth  of  June,  1751,  when  beini,'  (like  the  Frei'ieh 
Minister  Manrepas)  wantin^'  in  deference  to  the  Kin-V  Mistress,  and  li,  coining  a  victim  to  the  treachery  of  Ids  colleague,  the 
Duke  of  NcwcHNilc,  he  found  it  necessary  to  resign.  On  the  fall  of  Newcastle,  in  17/)R,  the  Duke  of  Hedlbrd  became  T.ord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  ;  formed  part  of  the  Unto  Ministry,  in  Kl'.l,  as  keeper  of  the  privy  seal;  in  17ic2,  be  was  appointed 
.MiiuHter  plenipotentiary  to  France,  to  negotiate  a  «cc,  which  was  raliticd  in  February  following.  His  grace  died  on  the 
1  llh  of  January,  1771  —  Ki>. 
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supply  of  money,  and  without  any  resolution  of  credit,  whereby  any  general  measures  could 
have  been  taken.  The  Assembly  of  this  Govern'  likewise  gave  no  assurances  of  the  measures 
that  might  be  concerted,  and  had  only  granted  the  usual  sura  in  time  of  peace,  for  renewing 
and  brightning  the  Covenant  Chain,  as  in  this  Country  it  is  expressed.  The  Gov'  of  South 
Carolina  sent  Six  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  Catawbas  (upon  my  frequently  importuning  of  him)  to 
make  peace  with  the  Six  Nations;  they  had  been  at  war  as  long  as  any  in  this  Country  can 
remember,  and  as  the  Six  Nations  and  Catawbas  were  both  in  Friendship  with  the  English,  the 
French  Emissaries  were  continually  imployed  on  both  sides,  to  blow  up  this  War;  and  a  peace 
between  these  Nations,  on  many  accounts  became  necessary  for  the  British  Interest. 

Whilf^  T  --IS  nt  Albany,  I  could  only  enter  upon  following  heads,  as  the  allowance  I  had 
from  the  Assembly  for  supporting  the  Indians,  did  not  permit  me  to  keep  them  a  day  longer 

than  I  did.  „    ,    .     r  -i  ^■^         j   *u 

1"  To  renew  the  Covenant  Chain,  on  the  mutual  assurances  of  their   fidelity  and  the 

King's  protection. 

2'^  To  exhort  them  to  strengthen  themselves,  by  drawing  the  neighbouring  nations  into 
strict  alliances  with  them,  and  securing  a  general  liberty  of  Trade.  ,    ., ,   ^  ,  , 

3'r  To  send  a  proper  number  of  Men  to  Oniagara  to  forbid  the  French  to  build  there  and  to 
demolish  any  works  already  begun.     Lastly  to  make  peace  with  the  Catawbas. 

The  first  was  readily  and  heartily  done.  To  the  second  they  answered,  that  in  consequence 
of  my  former  repeated  desires,  they  had  for  some  time  been  employed  for  that  purpose;  that 
they  had  alliances  over  a  large  extent  of  Country,  that  very  lately  nine  Castles  (or  more 
properly  villages)  on  the  East  side  of  Lake  Erie,  had  strictly  united  with  them,  and  submitted 
themselves  to  the  King  of  Great  P.rittain.  These  I  think  are  the  Missisagues  who  joined  us  in 
the  late  war,  and  have  removed  from  their  former  habitations,  to  avoid  the  resentments  of  the 
French.  To  the  third  they  answered,  that  they  had  already  sent  some  of  their  Sachems  to 
Canada,  to  the  Governour  there,  to  forbid  his  building  at  Oniagara,  and  that  ;f  they  did  not 
receive  a  satisfiictory  answer,  they  would  send  to  Oniagara,  as  I  desired  ;  but  they  added,  if 
the  French  contin.ie  obslinaf^  nothing  but  the  powerful  interposition  of  the  King  their  tather 
with  the  King  of  France  can  put  an  elTectual  stop  to  the  French  encroachments.  And  lastly, 
they  agreed  to  the  peace  with  the  Catawbas. 

The  Catawbas  being  brought  into  the  meeting  the  peace  was  made  after  the  Indian  :  anner, 
by  smoaking  together  on  the  Calumet  and  exchanging  Bells,  but  the  peace  will  not  be  .-rmly 
established,  unles  the  Catawbas  take  care  to  give  up  their  prisoners  at  Albany  within  a  year, 
as  was  promised.  Considering  the  long  llancour,  that  has  subsisted  between  these  Nations, 
great  care  must  be  taken  on  the  side  of  Carolina,  that  no  new  offence  be  taken  or  given.  1  he 
Mohawks  are  much  more  hearty  in  the  Peace  than  the  other  Nations.  It  may  be  proper  to 
inform  yo'ir  Lord""',  that  while  I  was  at  Albany  33,  Canoes,  with  French  '  ,dians,  consisting 
of  near  200  Men,  came  to  that  place  with  their  Beaver  of  a  considerable  value  for  trade,  and 
that  they  had  laid  the  Gov'  of  Canada  under  a  necessity  to  grant  them  passports,  least  the 
French  Commandant  at  Crown  Point  (or  Fort  8'  Frederick)  should  stop  them,  threatn.ng  that 
otherwise  they  would  leave  the  French,  and  settle  with  the  Six  Nations.  There  was  likewise 
another  incident  relating  to  the  persons,  who  have  the  care  of  Indian  affairs  in  this  I  rovir.ce. 
which  will  require  so  particular  a  detail,  as  I  can  not  in  the  time  that  is  allowed  (before  ihe 
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Greyhound  sails)  relate  with  that  explicitiu'ss,  whicii  the  nature  of  the  thing  requires,  and 
whicii  I  must  therefore  postpone  to  the  next  opportunity. 
I  am  with  tiie  greatest  respect. 
My  Lords 

Your  Lord'''"  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  servant 
New  York  17  July  1751  G  Clinton. 


:i 


Ooveirnor  Clinton  to  the  Dnlce  of  Btdford. 

[New- York  Papere.  (  8.  P.  O.  )  XL,  218.  ] 

My  Lord  Duke. 

In  my  preceeding  letters  of  29"'  of  Jan'^  &  IS"-  of  June  last,  I  had  the  honour  to  Communicate 
to  your  Grace  the  informations  I  had  received  of  the  practices  of  the  French,  in  several  parts 
of  America  to  withdraw  the  atfection  of  the  Indians,  in  amity  with  us,  and  to  obstruct  the 
British  Commerce,  among  the  Indians  every  where  and  of  their  building  Forts  on  the  Lands 
of  the  Five  nations,  for  that  purpose ;  and  that  I  had  sent  a  Messenger  to  the  Governour  of 
Canada  complaining  of  these  infractions  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  demanding  reparation,  a 
copy  of  which,  has  been  transmitted  to  Your  Grace. 

These  informations  of  the  designs  and  practices  of  the  French  being  confirmed  from  all 
parts,  gave  general  apprehensions  of  the  Fidelity  of  the  Indians.  And  I  had  for  this  reason 
conceived  hopes  that  all  the  Colonies  would  have  joined  in  concerting  measures  to  defeat 
tlie  designs  of  the  French,  but  I  have  been  almost  entirely  prevented  in  my  expectations, 
Massachusetts  Bay,  South  Carolina,  and  Conecticut,  only,  sent  Commissioners  with  a  small 
supply  of  money,  and  without  any  resolution  of  Credit  whereby  any  general  measures  could 
have  been  taken.  The  Assembly  of  this  Govern'  likewise  gave  no  assurances  of  the  measures 
that  might  be  concerted,  and  had  only  granted  the  usual  sum  in  time  of  peace,  for  renewing 
and  brightening  the  Covenant  chain,  as  on  this  country  it  is  expressed. 

The  Governour  of  South  <  'arolina  sent  six  of  the  Catawbas  ( upon  my  frequently  importuning 
of  iiim)  to  make  peace  with  the  Six  nations.  They  had  been  at  war,  as  long  as  any  in  tiiis 
Country  can  remember,  and  as  the  six  nations  and  Catawbas  were  both  in  Friendship 
with  the  English,  the  French  emissaries  were  continually  employed  on  both  sides,  to  blow 
up  the  war,  and  a  peace  between  tliesi-  nations,  on  many  accounts  became  necessary  for  the 
British  interest. 

While  I  was  at  Albany,  I  could  only  enter  upon  the  following  heads  as  the  allowance  I  had 
from  the  Assembly  for  supporting  the  Indians  did  not  permit  me  to  keep  them  a  day  longer 
than  1  (lid. 

1"  To  renew  the  Covenant  chain,  on  the  mutual  assurances  of  their  fidelity  and  the 
King's  protection. 

L"»*  To  Kxhort  them  to  strengthen  themselves,  by  drawing  the  neighbouring  nations  into 
strict  alliances  with  them,  and  securing  a  general  liberty  of  trade. 
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3'"3'  To  send  a  proper  number  of  men  to  Oniagara,  to  forbid  tlie  French  to  build  there  and 
to  demolisii  any  works  already  begun  — Lastly  to  make  Peace  with  the  Catawbas. 

The  lirst  was  readily  and  heartily  done. 

To  the  second,  they  answered,  that  in  consequence  to  my  former  repeated  desires,  they  had 
for  sometime  been  employed  for  that  purpose.  That  they  had  alliances  over  a  large  extent  of 
Country.  That  very  lately  nine  Castles  (or  more  properly  villages)  on  the  East  side  of  the 
lake  Erie,  had  stricktly  united  with  them,  and  submitted  themselves  to  the  King  of  Great 
Britain ;  these  I  think  are  the  Missisagues,  who  joined  us  in  the  late  war,  and  have  removed 
from  their  former  habitations,  to  avoid  the  resentment  of  the  French. 

To  the  Third,  they  answered  that  they  had  already  sent  some  of  their  Sachims  to  Canada 
to  the  Govern'  there  to  forbid  his  building  at  Oniagara,  and  that  if  they  did  not  receive  a 
satisfactory  answer,  they  would  sent  to  Oniagara  as  I  desired.  But  they  added,  if  the  French 
continue  obstinate,  nothing  but  the  powerful  interposition  of  the  King  their  father,  with  the 
King  of  France,  can  put  an  effectual  stop  to  the  French  incroachments.  And  lastly,  they 
agreed  to  the  peace  with  the  Cautawbas. 

The  Cautawbas  being  brought  into  the  meeting,  the  peqce  was  made  after  the  Indian 
manner  by  smoaking  together  on  the  Calumet,  and  exchanging  belts;  but  the  peace  will  not  be 
firmly  established,  unless  the  Catawbas  take  care  to  give  up  their  prisoners  at  Albany,  within 
a  year,  as  promised.  Considering  the  long  Rancour,  that  lias  subsisted  between  these  nations, 
great  care  must  be  taken  on  the  side  of  Carolina,  that  no  new  offence  be  taken  or  given.  The 
Mohawks  are  much  more  hearty  in  the  peace  than  the  other  nations. 

It  may  be  proper  to  inform  Your  Grace,  that  while  I  was  at  Albany  33.  Canoes  with  French 
Indians,  consisting  of  near  200  men,  came  to  that  place  with  beaver  of  a  considerable  value, 
for  trade,  and  that  they  had  laid  the  Gov'  of  Canada  under  a  necessity  to  grant  them  passports, 
least  the  French  Commandant  at  Crown  point  (or  Fort  S'  Frederick),  should  stop  them; 
threatning  tliat  otherwise  they  would  leave  the  French,  and  settle  with  the  Six  nations. 

There  was  likewise  another  incident  relating  to  the  persons,  who  have  the  care  of  Indian 
affairs  in  this  I'rovince,  which  will  require  so  particular  a  detail,  as  I  cannot  in  the  time  alloted 
me,  (before  the  Greyhound  sails)  relate  with  that  explicitness,  which  the  nature  of  the  thing 
requires,  and  which  I  must  therefore  postpone  to  the  next  opportunity. 
1  have  the  honour  to  be 

With  the  greatest  respect  — 
My  Lord  Duke, 

Your  Grace's  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  servant, 
(signed)         G.  Clinton 

Fort  George  in  New  York     July  17.  1751. 
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Conference  httween  Governor  Clinton  and  the  Indians. 

[  New- York  CouncU  MinutM  in  Becritary's  Office,  Albany,  XXI.,  441-452.  ] 

Propositions  made  by  his  Excellency  The  Honourable  George  Glinton  Captain 
General  and  Governor  In  Chief  in  and  Over  the  Province  of  New  York  &c» 
To  the  Six  Nations. 

At  Albany  the  G"-  Day  of  July  1761. 

Pbesent  —  His  Excellency 

The  Hono'''*  Cadwallader  Golden  \ 
James  Alexander 
James  De  Lancey 
Edward  Holland 
Jacob  Wendell 
Joseph  Dwight 
Oliver  Partridge 
William  Pitkin 
John  Chester 
W™  Bull  Junior 


j^  Esq"  of  the  Council 


Commissioners  for  the  Province  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay. 


I  Commissioners    for    the     Colony    of 
i       Connecticut 
Commissioner    for   the   Province    of 
South  Carolina 
The  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  Albany 
And  Several  Officers  of  the  liulependant  Company's,  and  Gen'  from  New  York,  attending  his 
Excellency  and  the  Commissioners  upon  this  Occasion. 

Bretheren 

The  design  of  my  meeting  with  you  at  this  time,  is  to  renew  the  Covenant  Chain,  to  Cleanse 

away  all  rust,  to  Brighten  it,  and  Strengthen  it;  so  that  it  may  tbrever  Indure  :  as  this  Chain 

has  Lasted  so  Long  and  Secured  us  against  the  Designs  of  our  Enemys,  who  have  at  all  times 

iiuleavoured,  and   are  still   Endeavouring  to   Break  it,  they  would  be   Glad   that  we,  or  you, 

should  let  it  Slip.  Let  us  then  hold  it  fast,  with  all  our  Strength,  and  Secure  it  at  both  Ends  — 

A  Belt 
Bretheren 

Commissioners  from  the  Neighbouring  Colonies  of  Massachusets  Bay,  and  Connecticut,  have 

met  you  at  this  Council  fire    in  this  place,  from  the  Earliest  time,  and  are  now  Come  again  ; 

here  is  also  a  Commissioner  from  South  Carolina,  which  province  being  a  great  way  off",  hath 

never  sent  any  Commissioner  before  this  time.     These  Commissioners  are  all  Come  hither  to 

assist  us,  in  Strengthening,  and  holding  fast  the  Old  Covenant  Chain.     I  now  by  this  Belt  in 

your  father  the  King  of  Great  Brittain's  Name,  and  in  Behalf  of  all  his  Majesties  Subjects  in 

North  America,  renew  and  Confirm  the  Covenant  Chain,  and  all  former  Engagements  of  Love 

and  friendship  between  us  and  you,  that  they  rnay  remain  firm  &  unshaken  so  Long  as  the 

Sun  and  Moon  shall  Endure.  The  Chain  Belt 

Bretheren 

One  great  End  and  purpose  of  this  Chain,  is  to  secure  trade  and  Commerce  Between  us  and 
you,  and  by  your  means,  with  all  the  Nations  of  Indians  which  Lay  to  the  westward  of  you  ; 
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by  tliose  means  the  power  aiul  Authority  of  the  Six  Nations,  is  greatly  Increased  Among  all 
(lu'if  Neiglibours,  as  they  must  Come  through  your  Countries  to  Carry  on  this  Commerce,  so 
necessary  for  them,  and  when  th.-y  see  and  understand  the  Strength  and  numbers  of  your 
Bretheren,  all  over  this  great  Continent,  united  together  in  thia  Covenant  Chain,  they  must 
have  a  high  Opinion  of  your  power;  as  the  keeping  the  path  Open  to  this  place,  from  all  the 
Indian  nations  to  the  Westward  of  you,  is  of  so  great  Benefit  to  you,  as  well  as  to  the  Common 
Interest  of  us  all,  I  give  this  Belt  to  remove  all  Loggs,  or  other  rubbish  that  may  obstruct  it. 

A  Belt 

Bretheren 

The  Governor  of  Canada  dreads  this  Union  of  the  Bretheren  with  us,  am  with  the  distant 
Nations  to  the  Westward  and  Southward,  as  far  as  the  rive:  Missi^.sipi,  for  Jiis  reason  he  is 
always  endeavouring  to  Break  this  Chain,  by  obstructing  and  stopping  the  Trade  and  Commerce 
that  is  Between  tliis  place  and  the  far  Indians,  who  pass  thro  your  Countries.  I  am  told  he  la 
at  this  time  Building  a  fort  on  your  Lands  at  Oniagara,  to  stop  the  Indians  in  their  way  to 
trade  with  us— If  you  should  Sutler  him  to  do  this,  the  Six  Nations  will  become  weak  and 
mean,  in  the  Evea  of  all  the  Neighbouring  Nations,  for  these  Forts  will  be  Like  Bitts  and 
Bridles  in  their  Mouths,  by  which  you  and  the  other  Indian  Nations  must  turn,  and  go  as  the 
Governor  of  Canada  pleases,  your  Hretheren  the  English  make  no  Attempts  on  you  to  restrain 
your  Liberty  of  going  to  trade  where  you  Like  best,  and  where  you  Can  be  served  Best. 
Whereas  these  forts  .V"  the  Krencli  liuild  are  to  take  tliis  Liberty  from  the  other  Nations,  and 
to  force  them  to  go  to  Canada,  and  thereby  to  withdraw  their  Love  and  friendship  f.oni  us 
and  you,  and  to  make  them  our  K nemys.  I  therefore  by  this  Belt  in  the  Name  of  your  father 
the  King,  Insist  and  recpiire  of  you,  that  as  Soon  as  possibl.',  you  send  a  proper  Number  ol  your 
men  to  Oniasara,  to  Oblige  the  French  to  forbear  their  Erecting,  any  Forts,  or  other  Buildings 
there,  or  at  Ohio,  or  anv  where  else  on  your  Lands,  and  to  Demolish^  what  is  already  Built. 
It  will  be  much  Easier  to  prevent  their  being  Built,  than  to  pull  them  down  affrwards. 

A  Belt 

Bretiicrea  ..„•,-■  i 

Another  Artifice  the  Enemys  of  our  Covenant  Chain  make  use  ot,  is  to  Excite  \  arit^nce  and 
War,  Between  the  Several  Indian  Nations  that  are  united  with  your  Bretheren  the  English,  in 
the  Several  parts  o(  this  Great  Continent.  Nothing  can  so  ElVectuully  wei.keii,  and  at  Last 
Entirely  Destroy  the  Bretheren,  as  their  falling  out  among  tlu  mseb'es,  and  mutually  Killing 
and  deslroving  one  Another:  this  is  .loing  the  Work  of  your  Enemys:  while  .hey  sit  l-ooKing 
on,  and  laugh  at  your  folly.  11  all  the  Indian  Nations  united  in  Friendship  with  Carolina, 
Virginia,  Maryland  I'ensilvania,  this  (Jovernment,  Connecticut,  Massacliusets  Hay  mid  New 
Hampshire,  were  Truly  mid  lirmlv  unitecl  in  the  Same  Councils,  with  Love  and  Friendship, 
how  Great  would  that  power  he,  what  dread  must  it  .Strike  on  your  Enemys,  and  who  would 
dare  Vttempt  to  Mart  them.  In  <  )rder  to  Accomplish  this  so  much  to  be  desired  Union,  I  have 
prevailed  upon  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina,  to  Send  a  Gentleman  to  this  place,  whom  you 
now  See  here  and  to  Send  with  him  Six  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  Catawbas.  who  are  now  in  this 
Citv  rea.lv  to  make  peace  with  vou  and  to  be.-ume  Vour  last  friends,  and  to  unite  with  You  in 
..ur'Common  Cause.  As  in  your  former  Treaties  in  this  place.  You  desire.l.  i.nd  .Solemnly 
promised  to  receive  them,  as  one  Flesh  and  lilood  with  you,  an  their  Corning  to  it.  I  therei.ue 
by  (his  'lelt  Exrite  vou.  to  Lay  hold  of  this  proller-d  p.vuv  and  Frien.isbip  with  the  Catawbas. 
It  mUHt  tend  to  Strengthening  the  Covenant  Chain,  and  the  Common  Interest  of  us  uii.     I  caa 
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no  Longer  Bear  to  See  those,  who  are  our  Bretheren,  Killing  and  destroying  one  Another,  and 

therefore  I  cannot  Doubt  of  your  Chearfully  Agreeing  to  what  I  now  propose. 

A  Belt  of  peace. 
Bretheren 

I  design  in  a  Little  time,  to  pass  over   the  Great  Water,  to    the  King   your  Father.     I 

perswade  myself  tiiat  your  ready  Compliance  with  whr'  I  now  require  of  you,  will  Enable  me  to 

recommend  you  to  his  favour,  and  that  I  may  tell  the  Aing  of  this,  among  many  other  Instances 

of  your  Dutifullness  to  him,  and  thereby  Secure  to  you  his  protection.     And  as  the  time  of  my 

Imharquing  draws  near,  I  must  recommend  to  you  all  possible  dispatch  to  the  affairs  now 

before  you.  A  Belt. 


Answer  of  the  Six  Nations  to  his  Excellency  the  Honourable  George  Clinton 
Cap'  (Jeneral  and  Governour  In  Chief  in  and  Over  the  province  of  New 
York  &c. 

At  Albany  the  Eighth  Day  of  July  1751. 

PaESENT — as  before 

Brother  Corlaer 

We  are  now  met  at  the  appointed  time,  to  make  our  Answer,  and  desire  to  know  Whether 
Your  Excellency  is  ready  to  hear  us  (to  which  his  Excellency  answered  yes). 

Brother  Corlaer 

It  is  n  Long  time  Since  we  have  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Your  Excellency  at  this  place  of 
Consultation,  and  we  will  now  Answer  Your  Excellency's  Speech,  paragraph  by  paragraph. 

Brother  Corlaer 

As  your  Excellency  with  the  Commiasioiu'rs  from  Massacliuj>et8  Bay,  Connecticut  and 
Ciirolina,  are  Come  to  renew  the  Covenant  Chain  with  the  Six  Nations,  we  are  also  Come  l>ere 
to  Join  Your  Excellency  and  those  Commissioners,  in  that  Good  design,  and  Say  that  we  Shall 
remain  liisepcrahle  by  any  Accidents  of  this  world,  for  that  neither  Thunder  Lightning  or  the 
falling  of  Trees  (Jan  seperate  us.  A  Belt  — 

Brother  Corlaer 

As  the  Commissioner  from  Carolina,  lias  lu-ver  lieen  here  before,  the  Oneydeys,  Tusquaroras, 
&  Chingas,  have  iigrerd  to  give  him  a  nMuie,  that  if  for  time  to  Come,  we  should  have  Occasion 
to  talk  of  him,  we  may  know  who  we  mean,  and  have  Chose  the  iiaiiie  (  Arickwawaga)  and 
hope  he  will  al\\.i\s  Honestly  Assist,  in  holding  fast  the  Covenant  Chain.        A  Belt  — 

Brother  Corlaer 

By  the  Old  Covenant  we  are  one  heart,  one  Blood,  and  one  head:  and  we  thank  your 
Excellency  for  renewing  tl\i8  Covenant  :  and  we  shall  remain  as  one,  lor  if  nny  nientber  is 
hurt,  it  Affects  the  whole.  A  Belt  — 

lirother  Corlaer 

Vour  Excellency  desired  us  to  Increa.M'  our  Interest  Among  the  tar  Nations;  we  now  Inform 
your  Excellency,  that  we  hnve  done  it,  and  Still  Continue  to  do  it,  Having  got  nine  ("asllea  of 
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the  far  Nations  Setled  at  Caniahaga,  who  Acknowledge  themselves  Subjects  of  the  King 
of  Great  Britain,  and  have  Built  a  Stockade  Fort  there,  to  Strengthen  themselves,  and  becure 
the  English  Trade,  and  Agreable  to  your  Excellency's  desire  we  shall  Increase  Our  Interest  as 

,  .,  ,  A  Belt — 

much  as  possible. 

Brother  Corlaer  ^    ,  •  i    l    i-        in  ,!i-i!r.„ 

Your  Excellency  also  desired  we  should  Send  Some  of  our  men,  to  forb.d  the  French  Bu,  dmg 
any  Forts' at  Oniagara,  and  we  now  Inform  Your  Excellency,  that  the  reason  of  tlie  Onendagns 
Going  to  Canada,  was  with  that  View,  as  the  Land  was  the  property  of  that  Nation,  and  at 
their  return  we  Expect  an  Answer,  whether  they  will  desist  or  no,  which  we  shall  take  Care 
to  Let  your  Excellency  know  of;  and  if  they  do  not  Slop,  we  shall  do  as  your  Excellency 
directs,  and  go  some  of  Eacli  nation  and  forbid  the  Building  of  those  forts.      A  Belt  — 

Brother  Corlaer  ,     „  .  ,   .1     i-.  *      u 

It  was  Your  Excellency's  desire.  Eleven  Years  Ago,  for  us  to  make  Peace  with  the  Catawbas : 
we  told  your  Excellency  then  we  wanted  to  See  and  talk  with  them,  and  as  your  Excellency 
Informs  us.  that  they  are  now  here,  we  are  willing  to  see  them,  and  hear  them  talk,  and  then 
we  shall  Consider  of  it,  with  all  Moderation  ;  and  as  your  Excellency  told  us,  that  the  I- rench 
Laughed  at  our  killing  one  another,  we  are  Convinced  of  the  truth  of  it,  and  shall  C^onsider 
more  of  it,  wiun  we  hear  the  Catawbas—  ^  ^»-""^ 

Brother  Corlaer 

It  might  have  been  of  bad  Consequence,  had  not  your  Excellency  Acquainted  us  of  your 
going  over  the  great  water,  and  as  we  know  of  your  going,  we  wish  you  a  prosperous  Voyage, 
it  is  a  dangerous  passage,  wherefore  we  pray  to  the  great  God  of  heaven,  to  protect  you,  and 
Carry  you  Side  Over,  we  shall  be  glad  to  h.-ar  of  your  Safe  Arrival,  as  your  Excellency  has 
promised  to  recommend  us  to  our  lather  the  King,  whuh  we  do  not  doubt  but  you  will  do. 
and  we  return  vour  Excellency  our  hearty  tlianks  for  your  promise.- As  your  Excellency  has 
been  so  good  as  to  inform  us  of  your  going  over  the  great  water,  we  desire  your  Excellency 
will  Carry  a  Message  from  us,  and  Inform  the  King  our  father,  that  the  I- rench  are 
Eudeiivouring  to  take  away  our  Lan.ls,  and  Build  Forts  on  them,  and  beg  that  the  King  will 
Inform  the  King  of  France  of  the  proceedings  of  his  Subjects,  that  lie  may  put  a  stop  to  if, 
for  that  the  Land  belongs  to  the  King  our  Father,  and  the  Governor  of  this  province  — 

Brother  Corlaer 

W..  would  send  another  Message  by  you,  that  is.  that  the  King  our  Father  would  reinstate 
Coll"  Johnson  amongst  us.  And  as  you  are  now  About  to  Leave  us,  and  have  not  Chose  any 
person,  with  whom  we  may  Transact  our  AlVairs  in  the  mean  time,  we  hope  you  will  Appoint 
some  person,  to  wham  we  may  bring  our  news,  and  from  whom  we  may  receive  News  — 


;  Belt  — 


Brother  Corlaer 

We  have  now  fully  finished  our  Answer 
rri..,m.r..nr„„„d.      Wbcii  Ijis  Exc'lleiicy  ill  private  presents  gave    to  Niecus  a  Laced  Coal,   liatt, 
and  rulled  Shirt  and  to  Duml' :iiils  Son  the  Like 
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2  p'  Strouds 
1  p-  half  Ticks 

14  y"'  Cottons 

12  Shirts 


12  Guns 
60  Flints 

2!b  Vermilion 

1  Doz"  Boxes  to  put  it  in 


1  Doz°  Knives 
241b  Lead 
281b  Goose  Shot 
12  Kettles 


When  Niecus  for  the  whole  returned  his  Excellency  thanks,  and  said  he  was  Obliged  to  his 
P^xcellency  for  Considering  their  hardships  in  the  War. 

The  Speech  of  M'  Bull  the  Commissioner  from  South  Carolina  to  the  S'x  Nations. 

My  Bretheren  the  Sachems  and  Warriours  of  the  Six  Nations. 

Gov'  Clinton  having  kindled  a  Council  fire  at  Albany,  and  Invited  the  English  Governors 
and  Indians  to  it,  I  am  Come  a  Long  way  on  the  Great  Sea,  from  S»uth  Carolina,  to  talk  with 
you  at  it.  and  as  no  Governor  or  Commissioner  from  that  province,  hath  ever  shaken  hands 
with  you  at  Albany  before,  I  give  you  this  Belt  of  wampum  to  tell  you  I  am  glad  to  see  you, 
and  to  shake  hands  with  you,  that  you  may  know  me,  and  Open  your  Ears  to  hear  what  I  have 
to  say  to  You—  A  Belt 

Bretheren 

The  Governor  of  South  Carolina  Intended  to  have  Came  himself  to  see  You,  but  as  there 
was  Some  ba<l  Folks  from  the  CluTokee  Nation,  as  if  they  designed  to  Stop  the  path  by 
Killing  and  plundering  the  English  Traders  in  that  nation,  the  (Jovernor  i  olved  to  Stay  to 
take  Care  of  his  people,  and  in  Case  any  mischief  should  be  done  by  the  Cherokees, 
Immediately  to  Carry  war  into  Such  of  their  Towns,  as  Should  be  Concerned  in  it:  hr  has 
therefore  ^<ent  me,  one  of  the  Beloved  Men,  to  talk  for  him,  and  gave  me  tl  is  good  talk,  which 
I  have  in  my  hand  to  deliver  in  particular  from  hin.selt  to  you.  He  has  fixed  the  Great  Seal 
to  it,  that  you  may  know  it  is  a  Strong  talk,  for  this  Seal  ties  Every  thing  Strong  to  which 
it  is  fastened,  it  shall  be  read  to  You  now,  and  may  be  read  to  your  Children  after  you 

[Here  M'  Bull  read  the  Governor  of  Carolina's  Letter  to  the  Six  Nations] 

The  Governor  of  South  Carolina  to  his  Friends  and  Brothers  the  Chiefs  of  the 
Six  Nations  and  other  Indians  meeting  at  Albany. 

Loving  Friends  and  Brothers 

There  are  many  nations  of  Indians  in  Alliance  with  this  Government;  the  Cherokees,  the 
Creeks,  the  CliirkesawH,  the  Catawl>,i«.  and  a  great  part  of  the  Cliactaws,  besides  many  tribes 
that  are  Incorporated  with  Some  of  these  iNutioiis,  or  that  Live  peaceably  in  our  Settlements, 
the  Charraws,  Euchees,  Notchees,  IVedees,  (^ape  Fears,  Etewaus  and  others,  and  as  they  are 
friends  to  the  English,  it  has  been  my  Constant  Endeavour,  to  keep  them  friends  with  one 
Another.  The  French  were  at  (ireat  pains  Sonie  Years  ajjo,  to  get  an  Interest  among  them, 
and  to  .•\lienate  their  At!eciioim  from  us;  hut  finding  their  Attempts  were  Vain,  their  next 
design  has  been,  to  Stir  up  Strife,  and  to  Kindle  the  Flame  of  war  amongst  tliem  ;  thereby  to 
weaken  them;  no  as  they  may  become  an  Easy  prey  to  them;  and  in  this  they  have  been  too 
SiicceNfuli,  having  bhuvn  up  a  Itlnody  war  al'resli  lietvvixt  th(>  Crei-ks,  and  I'hi-rnkees,  aOer 
I  had  Extinguished  it,  and  had  happily  healed  those  wounds  that  had  been  loo  Long  Bleading. 
V«l,.VI,  '        M 


v\ 
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however  I  hope  I  shall  still  reconcile  all  their  Differences;  and  it  would  give  me  an  Equal 

L  Nor,h»„ra,  »„d  Ih.  Ca.aw„„„  Cre,k,  ,.»d  .U,e,  '^""<""'»"":;  ^  '^^  ^T^Z  » 

prevented  h,m.howeveth  ^^^^  ^^^  ^_^^^^^  ^,^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^ 

desirous  to  bury  m  t-iernaiv/o.  ,  ,„u. 'r.  ...ul  ire  Willing  or  desirous  to  make 

m-iv  never  in  time  to  Come  be  Mentioned  or  thought  ot ,  and  are  vvi  iing  )r 

r  .nito  Bind  themselves  in  one  Chain  of  Friendship  with  the.r  Brothers  of  the  S.x 
m't  "a  d  t  e  !  r  SouTLard  Indians;  the  one  End  to  be  Kept  by  the  Governor  of  New 
?o  k  and  the  other  End  by  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina:  and  I  hope  youl  agree  to  u  and 
Tht;  en  tm  presents'of  such  things  as  I  thought  you  might  have  Occas.on  for  to  B.nd 
the  Tre  tv  no*  only  betwixt  you  and  the  Catawbas,  but  betwixt  you  and  he  Creeks,  and  all 
iutT/ern  I'n  ians.  may  the  Chain  never  Contract  any  rust,  but  Shine  L.ke  the  Sun  m  the 
Frmren!  .::;  the  peace  Last  while  the  Sun  Endures.  I  am  my  very  Good  fr.ends  your 
Loving  Brotlier.  j^^^^^  ^^.^^^  ^^^^  go  Carolina.     (  Ls) 

South  Carolina  may  21"  1751. 

Bre.heren  with  this  talk,  I  ueliver  this  Belt  of  Wampum,  to  Inforce  the  matjer^therein 
recommended  to  you. 

^'Tt  mAes  my  heart  and  Every  English  Heart  Sorry,  to  See  Indians  who  are  friends  to  the 
En    i  h,  CoZui^g  at  war  Ju  kL  other,  it  is  almost  L.ke  Strikeing  the  Hatchet  .n  your 
ret  r^^^^     the  English.     This  Can  be  pleasi.,g  only  to  your  Enen,ys-U.u  n.y  Bretheren  ot 
r^Ha   Is,  a^  all  «ood  Fr.nds  to'the   K.gUsh  ;  and  the  Catawbas.  tl,e  Chickesaws.  the 
Creeks.  Cherokees  Son,e  of  the  Chactaws.  and  the  Snu.ll  Tribes  of  Ind.ans  I-'.ng  m  our 
Settlements,  are  also  good  friends  to  the  English,  it  i.  very  goo.l,  and  therefore  our  des,r        a 
all  the  Indians  who  are  friends  ,o  the  English  should  he  Fr.en.is  to  each  other,  and  be  Inclu.led 
i„  the  Same  Bright  Chain,  which  holds  the  English  and   the  Six  L'n.ted  Nit.ons  together.     1 
am    now  Come    a   great  way  with    the  Assistance  of  the  (Jovernor  o.  New  York,  and   the 
Commissioners  from  Massachuse.s  Bay  and  Connecticut,  to  Lengthen  the  Cld  Covenant  Cham 
fo^  that  purpose,  and  to  plant  the  Tree  of  per.ce  ;  may  it  always  be  Green  L.ke  tl..,  ..aurel. 
may  its  Roots  grow  so  Strong  in  the   Earth,  that  no  Wind   fr.nn  the   threat  Lakes  or  Grea 
Rivera,  where  the  French  are  Setled.  Shall  be  able  to  Blow  .t  c.  .w,.   may  ,ts  Bran  hes  >p read 
wide  i;  the  Air.  tha*  you  the  Siv  Nations  and  your  Allies,  may  sit  Ir.endly  ';"''- ^'';^;"- 
of  it,  with  .he  Catawbas.  Creeks  Chicl^-saws.  Chaclaws.  Cherokee^  and  the   Sma         r> les 
Liv.ng  .n  our  Se.tlen.ents.  and  there  Sn.oke  together,  and  may  the  h.tchet    and  all  th..t  . 
past  be  Buried  so  deep  under  (Jrou.ul.  that  no  Cross  person  wl.o  des.res  to  d.    _        ■  .n   md 

It  ;  Then  the  ti.ne  which  you  now  Sped  in  going  .o  War  .ga.nsl  our  lndu.n  L-.   may  ho 

.  s..r..lly  E...ph.'  ed  ag..nst  our  Commo,.  Enen.y«.  or  i,.  Ilunling.  that  you  may  "^HI^"')'  " 
,:,„mN  for  your  S-lv.-s  your  Wives  and  your  Childre...  this  will  be  very  agre.able  to  the  (.rea 
Kmg  Gelr^e.  who  Like  our  good  father,  is  (Jricve.i  to  see  his  Children  destroy  each  other,    u 
U  picase.l  whe..  h.  S.  es  them  kind  to  one  Anulher-To   iulorce  ll...  prupoU  i  g.ve  you  U"* 
broud  IWlt  of  Wampum 
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Bretheren 

Altlio  South  Carolina  is  so  far  distant  from  Albany,  yet  I  have  Brought  some  presents  for 
you  from  that  Covernment,  which  you  will  Accept  of,  as  a  Testimony  of  the  Friendship, 
which  that  province  hath  for  our  Bretheren  the  Six  Nations.  1  have  them  iii  my  Care,  and 
they  shall  be  delivered  when  Gov^  Clinton  makes  his  presents  to  you,  to  Confirm  this  promise 
I  give  you  this  String  of  Wampum. 

My  Bretheren    iie  Sachems,  and  VVarriours  of  the  Six  Nations. 

We  have  heard  what  his  Excellency  Governor  Clinton  has  said  Concerning  a  peace,  and 
what  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina  hath  wrote  to  you,  and  also  what  I  have 
now  said,  you  will  ht'ar  next,  what  Hit  Chiefs  of  the  Calawbas,  who  Came  here  with  me  will 
say,  they  Come  to  this  Council  Fire  at  Albany,  to  meet  you,  in  Order  to  make  peace  with  you, 
they  know  it  is  the  desire  of  tlie  English  that  pe.ice  should  be  made  between  You,  and 
you  know  it  is  the  desire  of  the  English  also.  To  Open  Your  Ears  I  give  you  this  Belt 
of  Wampum 

Here  the  Catawbas  Came  down  from  their  Quarters,  Singing  with  their  Colours  pointed  to 
the  Ground,  and  Uaving  Lit  their  pipes,  the  King  and  one  more,  put  them  in  the  mouths  of  the 
Chief  Saciiems  of  the  Six  Nations,  who  Smoked  out  of  them.  And  then  Spoke  to  tlieni 
as  follows. 

Friends 

I  Last  Year  with  the  Advice  of  my  great  men,  determined  to  make  a  peace  with  you,  and 
Set  out  for  that  purpose,  but  was  take.'  Sick  by  tlie  way,  which  hinder'd  me.  The  same 
resolution  remained  in  my  heart,  and  the  Gov''  of  Carolina  Agreeing  with  me,  Consented 
to  Send  a  Vessel  to  New  York,  that  we  might  meet  you  here  at  this  treaty,  which  greatly 
rejoyctd  me,  and  when  I  Came  away,  my  Towns  all  Siioke  hands  with  me,  and  desired  me 
for  them  to  make  a  peace,  and  1  give  this  Belt,  which  has  all  my  Towns  upon  it,  Signifying 
that  they  all  Join  in  my  desire. 

We  are  all  Friends  to  the  English  and  desire  to  be  so  with  our  Brothers  the  Six  Nations, 
and  as  Some  of  your  pff)(>le  are  now  o.it,  that  do  not  know  of  the  peace,  when  they  are  all 
returned,  aiul  the  path  Clc'r  and  Safe,  1  will  Come  to  your  Towns  and  Iloust  s,  and  Smoke 
with  You,  as  I  would  in  my  own.  [Here  the  King  hrst,  and  iheu  the  other  Catawbi-s  Shoke 
hauus  with  the  Six  Nuiions] 

To  which  the  Six  Nuiions  Answered. 
Bretheren 

We  are  glad  to  see  you  here,  and  return  you  thanks  for  y;nir  kind  Speet-h.  But  as  it  is  a 
thing  of  moment,  we  nmst  take  time  to  Consider  of  it,  and  shall  Answer  you  this  Evening  or 
Co  morrow  morning. 

Wiien  his  Excfllcncy  told  the  Six  .Nations  he  would  give  them  their  presi'iits,  when  they  had 
answered  the  Catawbas. 
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The  Answer  of  the  Six  Nations  to  the   Speech  of  M'  Bull  the  Commissioner 
from  South  Carolina 

At  Albany  the  tenth  day  of  July  1751. 

Present— His  Excellency  the  Hono"""  George  Clinton  &c« 
The  Hon'"""  Cadwallader  Colden  " 
James  Alexander 

James  De  Lancey       \  Esq"  of  the  Council 
Edward  Holland 
William  Johnson 
The  Commissioners  from  the  Several  provinces. 
The  Mayor  &  Corporation  of  Albany. 
And  Several  Officers  of  the  Independant  Companys,  and   other  Gentlemen  from  New  York 
Attending  his  Excellency,  and  the  Commissioners  on  this  Occasion. 

The  Catawbas  being  Come  Down  from  their  Quarters. 

The  Chief  Sachem  of  the  Senecas  Litt  a  pipe,  and  put  it  into  the  mouths  of  Each  of  the 
Catawbas,  who  Smoked  out  of  it,  and  then  he  returned  it  Among  the  Six  Nations.  And  then 
the  Six  Nations  Begun. 

Brother  Corlaer  &  Arickwawaga  ,     r     .  •     .  •    i 

In  Answer  lo  the  first  paragraph  of  M'  Bull's  Speech,  we  return  him  thanks  for  his  kind 
Speech,  and  desire  that  he  will  be  faithfull  and  Honest  in  holding  fast  the  Covenaiit^Chain 

to  a**  Paragraph. 

Arickwawaga  ,,„■.• 

We  thank  You  kindly  for  the  Governor  of  Carolina's  Letter,  and  shall  preserve  it  as  m 

our  Bosom. 

Brother  Corlaer  and  others,  particularly  Arrickwawaga 

We  kindly  thank  your  Excellency  and  the  other  (ient  for  the  Uneasiness  they  Express  at 
the  Indians  murdering  one  another,  and  we  Consent  that  the  Hatchet  be  Burie.'  where  no  111 
Natured  person  can  find  it. 

Brother  Corlaer  and  others  the  Commissioners. 

Arickwawaga  the  other  day  by  a  Belt  of  wampum  told  us,  that  he  Came  here  to  plant  a 
tree  of  peice,  that  the  English  and  Indians  might  Ml  in  peace  under  it.  we  thank  you  for  your 
good  design,  and  heartily  Join  you  in  it,  and  may  it  grow  Large  and  last  forever.^  ^^^^^ 

Brother  Corlaer  &c" 

Arickwawaga  also  told  us,  that  he  brought  with  him  Some  of  his  Bretheren  the  Catawbas, 
and  gave  us  a  Belt  to  Open  our  Ears,  to  hear  them  ;  we  have  heard  them,  and  thank  hi-u  lor 

,  .     .  ,   .  A  Belt 

his  Advice  . 

Aritkv  awaga  Also  told  us,  that  altlio  be  Ciime  a  great  way,  he  Mrougbt  some  thing  w  liis 
Bosom  u«  a  present  for  us,  and  lo  femind  liim  thereof,  we  give  this  String  of  Wampum 


I 
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Brother  Corlaer 

It  is  but  a  few  (lays  ago,  we  desired  you  to  raise  up  tiie  Falling  Tree  Warickweaga  (Coll" 
Johnson  meaning)  and  Leave  us  Some  person  to  Transact  our  Affairs  with.  The  Goods  at 
Oswego  are  so  dear,  that  we  Cannot  Buy  them,  and  desire  your  Excellency  will  Order  them 
to  be  sold  Cheaper,  as  it  will  be  a  means  of  Strengthening  the  Covenant  Chain. 

A  String  of  wampum 

When  the  Six  Nations  Spoke  to  the  Catawbas  as  follows 
Bretheren  the  Catawbas 

You  Came  to  our  Doors  and  Fires,  to  make  peace  with  us,  and  we  have  heard  your  kind 
Speech,  and  thank  you  for  it,  and  as  a  token  that  you  Came  to  make  peace,  and  were  received 
as  our  Friends,  we  give  you  this  white  Belt  of  Wampum,  to  wear  about  your  necks,  that  all 
that  see  it,  may  know  that  you  have  been  here  and  were  received  as  our  Friends. 

Bretheren  the  Catawbas. 

This  Belt  Serves  to  make  you  more  powerfull,  and  give  you  Short  horns  ;  it  has  been  a 
Custom  among  all  the  Indian  Nations,  that  when  they  Come  to  Sue  for  peace,  they  bring  some 
prisoners  with  them,  and  when  you  return  with  prisoners,  the  peace  shall  be  Conipleated,  and 
your  horns  Lengthened,  and  we  give  you  a  year  to  return  with  *.he  prisoners,  and  if  you  do 
not  Come  in  that  time,  we  shall  Look  upon  the  pejiee  as  Void. 

Bretheren  the  Catawbas 

We  will  take  your  pipe  up  to  the  Mohawks  Castle,  being  the  first  Town  you  came  to,  as  it 
were ;  and  there  Sit  and  Smoke,  and  think  of  you,  and  not  go  out  to  war,  if  you  return  within 
the  time  Appointed  by  us. 

Here  the  Catawbas  Answered 

I  have  Long  wished  for  a  peace  with  you  the  Six  Nations,  but  never  bad  an  Opportuiiiiy 
till  now,  and  as  it  is  Compleated  before  his  Excellency  and  these  Commissioners,  and  the  Belt 
past,  I  shall  wear  it  about  my  neck  as  a  token  of  Friendship. 

It  is  a  right  an<l  good  Custom,  that  prisoners  should  be  Exchanged  in  making  a  peace,  and  if 
you'l  send  Some  of  your  people  home  witii  me,  I  will  Carry  them  to  my  Own  house,  and  they 
shall  Live  as  I  do,  and  I  will  then  deliver  all  the  prisoners  I  iiave  to  them,  and  Come  with 
ther-,  and  Conduct  them  Safe  to  their  own  doors. 

Bretheren  the  Catawbas. 

As  to  your  request  of  Sending  Some  of  our  people  to  your  Country,  it  is  unprecedented, 
and  what  we  never  have  done  at  the  first  time  of  meeting;  and  none  of  our  people  iire 
jirepared  to  go;  there/ore  we  Cant  Agree  to  it.  But  we  may  at  the  Second  time  Send  Somo 
of  our  |)eople  with  you. 

Here  the  Catawbas  Answered 
We  shall  Come  in  a  Short  time  to  your  Towns  to  compleat  the  peace  and  you  may  Expect 

to  See  us. 

The  Six  Nations  Answered 
Bretheren  the  Catawbas 

We  desire  when  you  ('ome  again,  you'l  Come  by  water,  antl  bring  a  Commissioner  with 

you,  that  we  may  know  you  to  be  the  Same,  for  as  there  are  Several  Nations  which  are  in 
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Conjunction  with  us,  that  may  not  know  of  this  peace,  the  path  may  be  dangerous,  and 
destroy  what  is  now  done,  but  if  you  Come  to  this  place  youl  be  Safe 

Here  his  Excellency  Spoke  to  the  Six  Nations  as  follows. 

^Tam'glad  to  be  Informed  by  you,  of  the  Success  of  our  Endeavours  to  Increase  your 
Strength  and  Interest  among  other  nations-That  you  have  received  n.ne  Casles  .nto  the 
Covenant  Chain,  and  that  they  have  Acknowledged   themselves  Subjects  of  the    Kmg  of 

^Ttpprolrof  what  you  have  done,  and  hope  you  will  Continue  your  Endeavours  for  these 
purposes,  and  I  shall  Likewise  on  my  return  to  Court,  Lay  before  the  King  your  Father,  wha 
you  have  desired  me  to  Say  in  relation  to  Coll-  Johnson,  and  1  can  add  no  more,  than  what 
have  Already  told  you_l  have  Constantly  given  Orders  that  goods  be  bold  as  Cheap  at 
Oswego  as  tiie  Traders  Can.affbrd  them. 

To  which  the  Six  Nations  Answered 

Brother  Corlear  o   ,      c,-     ivr  •• 

We  desire  Coll"  Johnson  may  be  Reinstated;  for  as  there  is  Some  of  the  Six  Nations  gone 
to  Canada,  about  the  French  Building  a  fort  at  Oniagara ;  unless  your  Excellency  Appoints 
Some  person  for  us  to  go  to,  you  Cannot  Expect  to  hear  what  Answer  they  Bring. 

Which  his  Excellency  answered,  telling  them,  that  on  his  return  to  Ne^V  York,  he  would 
advise  with  the  CounciU  as  to  the  Appointment  of  Some  person  (or  their  Ailairs. 

And  then  Ordered  the  presents  Out,  and  gave  them,  and  at  the  Same  time  Mr.  Bull 
gave  his 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Dule  of  B^'lfonl 

[S.w-York  Pipen.  (8.  P.  O.)  XI.,  M    ] 

My  Lord  Duke.  i  .  j  .i     ,      < 

I  lately  received  a  letter,  from  M'  Catherwood,  my  secretary  m  London,  dated  the  1^  ol 
May.  wherein  he  acquaints  me  of  his  having  often  made  appliculion  to  Vuur  (Jrace,  tor  my 
leave  of  absence,  and  that  he  was  in  hopes  of  obtaining  it.  But  in  the  latter  part  of  his  letfr 
he  tells  me,  Your  Crace  declined  getting  my  leave,  till  the  report  had  been  made,  ..d 
consi.iered  in  C.unc'l,  which  was  a  great  disippointment  to  me,  hope.ng  that  alter  so  many 
years  absence  I  .hould  have  been  indulged  will,  it;  And  accordingly  had  put  every  thing  on 
boar[(il  ills  Maj"'  Ship  Creyhound,  which  was  to  sail  in  a  few  days,  so  that  I  must  now  undergo 
another  winter's  severity,  and  I  am  told  that  nothing  hut  the  Bath  can  be  of  service  to  me, 
my  health  heing  so  much  impaired  by  this  Climat ;  therefore,  I  must  again  repeat  my  petition 
to  Your  (Jrace,  to  procure  me  my  leave;  and  as  the  faction  every  day  decreases,  and  tlie 
peoples  eyes  are  open,  I  conceive  it  will  be  of  no  ill  consequence  to  leave  M'  Colden  President, 
till  His  Maj'^'  pleasure  be  known,  especially  as  Your  Grace,  has  hinted,  liiat  you  will  not 
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ngree  to  M' Chief  Justice  Deiancey's  being  left  (with  the  Administration),  I  must  likewise 
continue  to  recommend  AP  Colden'a  services  and  fidelity  to  His  Maj''',  that  a  faction  may  not 
have  the  pleasure  to  see  an  innocent  person  sink  under  the  load  of  calumny,  which  they,  for 
that  purpose  have  heaped  upon  him. — I  hav<3  the  honour  to  be  with  the  most  profound  regard 

My  Lord  Duke 

Your  Grace's  most  obedient 
Fort  George  in  New  York  and  most  humble  servant 

lSJulyl75L  (signed).         G.Clinton. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  liedford. 


Order  of  Council  to  prepare  additional  Instructions  foi'  the  Governor  of  New-  York. 

[Vew.Tork  Papers,  V\.,  No.  IB9.] 

At  tbe  Council  Chamber  Whitehall  The  6">  of  August  1751 

By  a  Committee  of  the  Lords  of  His  Majestys  most  honorable  Privy  Council. 

Whekeas  tiie  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Council  this  day  took  into  their  consideration  a 
Report  made  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  ['lantations,  upon  the  present  state 
and  condition  of  His  Majestys  I'rovince  of  New  York  in  America,  whereby  it  appears  that 
great  disputes  have  arisen  between  the  Governor  and  the  Assembly  of  thi>t  Province,  which 
are  still  subsisting,  and  tiiat  many  encroachments  have  been  made  by  the  Assembly  on 
His  Majestys  Prerogative  by  wresting  from  the  Governor  several  of  the  executive  Parts  of 
(Jovernmeut,  whicii  were  vested  in  him  by  His  Majestys  Commission  —  And  the  Lords  of  the 
committee  approved  of  what  has  been  proposed  by  tlie  said  Lords  commissioners  in  their 
said  Report  for  putting  a  stop  thereto  for  the  future — Do  hereby  order  that  the  said  Lords 
Commiss"  do  prepare  a  draught  of  au  Instruction  or  Instructions  for  the  Governor  of  New  York 
agreeable  thereto 

W.  Sharpe. 


Governor  Clintmi  to  the  Dnke  of  Bedford. 

[New- York  P»per».  (8.  1'.  O.)  XI.,  W8. ] 

My  Lord  Duke. 

Having  some  years  since  thought  it  for  His  Maj'^"  hervice  to  suspend  M'  Stephen  Bayard 
from  His  Maj"'*  Council  of  this  province,  an  account  of  which  I  transmitted  to  the  Board  of 
TriKle,  wit!i  the  reasons  for  so  doing,  but  never  received  any  answer  from  their  Lord'"  upon  it, 
tlio'  i  was  inform'd  by  agents  that  they  were  approved  of.     And  us  he  has  disqualified  himself 
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now,  by  leaving  this  province  and  settling  witl,  his  family  in  another,  '.eg  leave  to  recommend 
Mr  John  Chambers,  a  (ientleman  o  an  unexceptionable  character,  an  opulent  fortune,  strongly 
attached  to  His  Maj^  and  perfectly  skilled  in  the  Constitution  >,  Uws  Province,  ^av-ng  been  a 
noted  practitioner  in  the  Law  for  a  great  many  years.  And  I  i,..p  •'-'--;  ^f  J"" 
Grace's  approbation  and  assistance  in  procuring  the  Uoyal  Man.Unuj  for  bun  ^^  «  ^1 
Council  in  the  room  of  the  aforesaid  Step!  .n  Uayard.  as  ho  ,s  not  only  capable,  '^^t  ready  to 
Lit  me  with  his  advice  in  any  emergency  wherein  the  Uoyal  prerogat.ve  or  the  safety  of  the 

Province  are  concerned.  ,  ••  ,     ,;»„   »r,^ 

1  lately  made  him  second  Judge  of  His  Maj<>'  supreme  Court,  purely  for  his  mtegnty.  and 
to  the  universal  satisfaction  of  the  whole  province,  he  has  been  often  requested  to  represent 
this  t-ty,  and  would  have  been  elected  without  the  least  opposition,  but  he  st  .  rf'-'^l'"^«  "• 
thinking,  that  he  could  be  of  more  im.nediate  s.,  vice  to  His  Majw,  at  the  Councl  board,  than 
in  the  house  of  Assembly.  Therefore  1  must  beg  Your  Craces  interest  that  my  suspension  of 
W  Stephen  Bayaro  may  he  confirmed,  and  M'  John  Chambers  be  appointed  in  his  room. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect 
My  Lord. 

Your  Grace's  most  humble  and 

most  obedient  servant 

-.r    1   n^th  *  i-r<;i  (signed)         (!.  Clinton. 

New  York  25"' Aug :  1751.  \    6       / 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 


Governor  CUnion  to  the  Lords  of  Tretde. 

I  New-York  P»ppr»,  Bnn.lle  li.,  Nn.  2.  ] 

New  York.  29.  August  1751. 

^' Having  some  years  since  thought  it  for  His  Maj'>'  service  to  suspend  M'  Stephen  Bayard 
from  His  Mni'"  tJouncil  of  thi.s  Province,  of  which  I  did  myself  the  Honour  to  acquaint  your 
LordPP',  but  never  received  anv  answer  upon  it.  And  as  he  has  now  disqualii.ed  h>ms..lt  hy 
leaving  this  Province  and  settling  with  his  funily  in  another.  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  M' 
John  Chambers,  a  (ientleman  of  an  i.nexceptional.le  character,  an  opulent  fortune,  strongly 
attached  to  his  Maj-.%  and  perfectly  skilled  in  the  constitution  of  this  Province,  having  been  a 
noted  Practitioner  in  the  Law,  for  a  great  many  years,  and  1  hope  u  will  meet  with  your 
LordPP- approbation  and  assistance  in  procuring  a  Royal  .Mandamus  for  him  to  be  ol  the  (.ouncil 
in  the  room  of  the  aforesai.i  Stephen  Hayar.l ;  as  he  is  not  only  capable,  but  ready  to  assist 
me  with   his  advice  in  any  emergency  wherein   the   Royal   prerogative  or  the  safety  of  the 

province  are  concerned.  . 

I  latelv  made  him  Second  Judge  of  his  Majesty's  supreme  Court  in  the  place  of  M  I  hill  ps 
deceased,  purely  for  his  integrity,  an.l  to  the  universal  satisfaction  of  the  wlu.le  province.  He 
has  been  often  requested  to  represent  this  City,  au.l  would  have  been  electe.l  without  the  least 
opi.osition,  but  he  still  declined  it.  thinking  that  he  eould  be  of  more  imme.iiate  service  to  his 
Miijesty  at  the  Council  Board,  than  in  house  of  Assembly. 
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I  must  beg  leave  also  to  remind  Your  LordPi"  of  my  former  Recommendation  of  M'  Brandt 
Schuyler  to  succeed  M'  Daniel  Horsmanden,  whom  1  suspended  likewise  from  the  Council  and 
transmitted  my  reasons  for  so  doing,  to  your  LordPP*,  which  was  very  well  approved  of  long 
since,  as  I  was  informed  by  my  Agents ;  but  for  want  of  having  notice  taken  of  it  by  Your 
LordPP'  it  has  not  only  occasioned  him  to  be  more  insolent  to  me  but  encouraged  others  to  behave 
in  the  like  manner ;  therefore  I  hope  that  my  suspension  of  both,  him  and  M'  Bayard  may  be 
confirmed,  and  M'  John  Chambers  and  M'  Brandt  Schuyler  may  be  appointed  in  their  rooms. 
The  inclosed  letters  I  have  received  since  1  wrote  to  the  GoV  of  Canada  a  copy  of  which 
J  transmitted  to  your  LordPP'  in  June  last.     I  am  with  the  greatest  respect 

My  Lords,  Your  LordPP' 

most  humble  and  obedient  servant 

G.  Clinton. 


<■■♦«■» 


Colonel  Johnsov.  to  Governor  Clinton. 


[  New- York  I'opora,  Bundle  li.,  No.  S.  ] 


(Copy). 

Mount  Johnson,  27.  July  1751. 
May  it  please  your  Excell*^^ 

I  inclose  Your  Excell'^''  an  Account  of  what  the  French  are  about  at  Cadaraghqui,  given  to 
Capf  Lindesay  by  Attrawaney  a  Cajuga  Sachim,  who  begged  of  him  to  let  me  know  it  as 
soon  as  possible.  I  thought  proper  also  to  let  your  Excell"'''  know,  that  there  has  a  body  of 
French  to  the  number  of  twelve  hundred,  and  two  hundred  of  Orondacks  ettc.  passed  by 
Oswego,  about  i\  fortnight  ago  with  a  design  to  cut  oft"  (as  I  understand  some  of  the  Nations 
of  Indians  to  the  Westward,  who  are  strongly  attached  to  the  British  interest,  also  to  stop  the 
riiiladelphians  building  at  or  near  Ohio,  or  any  where  else  there  about,  having  this  account 
confirmed  by  a  French  Deserter  now  at  my  house,  who  saw  this  body  of  Men  set  off  from 
Cadaraghqui.  —  I  immediately  in  Your  ExcelT"  name,  took  upon  me  to  send  an  express  through 
all  the  Nations,  with  a  large  Belt  of  Wampum,  acquainting  them  of  the  French's  march  that 
way,  and  desiring  they  might  be  on  their  guard ;  which  has  been  so  kindly  taken  by  the  Five 
Nations,  that  it  is  not  to  be  expressed.  I  am  with  all  due  respect  imaginable — Your 
Excell'''  ettc. 

W'"  Johnson. 


Lieutenant  JAmJemy  to  Colonel  Johnson. 

I  New-York  I'lperj,  Itimdle  li.,  No.  8.  ] 

(Copy) 

10.  July  1761. 

This    10   day  of  July  Altrowaney  came  here  from  the  Messesiigas,  where  he   had   been 
negotijiting  an  allyance  with  said  Nation,  he  told,  all  the  old  Sachims  were  dead  and  young 
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ones  put  in  their  places,  who  confirmed  their  old  allyance  and  promised  to  keep  it  firm  and 
strong,   altho'   they  were   solicited   by  the   French,   not   to   make   an   agreement   witii   the 

Five  Nations. 

He  told,  he  was  at  Cadaraghqui,  where  they  were  building  a  large  ship,  which  was  to  have 
three  Masts,  and  that  some  there  told  him  when  fitted,  was  designed  to  come  and  take  this 
place.  That  he  saw  the  six  Cannon,  designed  for  said  purpose,  three  yards  long  with  a  wide 
Bore.  He  brought  with  him  eight  Messesagas,  young  fighters,  who  were  to  go  out  with  him 
against  the  Flatheads,  I  have  done  what  I  can  to  stop  them,  but  yet  can  not  tell  if  I  have 

prevailed  or  not.  ,       , 

^  Jno  Lindesay. 


< 


Lieutenant  Stoddert  to  Colonel  Johnson. 

[New-Vork  Papers,  Bundle  II,  No.  3.] 

^^°P^'^'  Oswego  10  July  1751. 

Dear  Sir, 

As  1  did  not  know  of  this  Battoes  going  of,  till  just  now,  have  but  just  time  to  acquaint  you, 
that  tliere  passed  by  here  a  few  days  ago  some  Cannoes  of  French  Traders,  who  say  there  was 
an  army  gone  up  the  other  side  the  Lake,  with  which  was  two  hundred  Orondack  Indians  under 
the  Coinmiind  of  Mous'  Belletre  and  Chevalier  Longville,  and  that  their  depign  was  against  a 
Villnge  of  the  Twigtwees,  where  the  English  are  building  a  Trading  house  of  Stone,  and  that 
they  are  to  give  the  English  warning  to  move  off  in  a  peaceable  manner,  which  if  they  refused, 
they  were  to  Act  with  Force.  And  that  they  intended  to  build  a  Fort  there  and  garrison  it 
with  three  iiundred  Men.  Th?  Oovernour's  Son  of  Montreal  is  hourly  expected  to  pass  by 
here  with  fourteen  Cannoes  of  Soldiers,  which  are  them  designed  to  be  stationed  at  the  above 
place.  This  is  the  Village  where  George  Croghan  generally  Trades,  all  the  Indians  of  which 
are  firmly  attached  to  the  English,  for  which  renson  the  French  call  them  Rebells,  and  are 
going  to  bring  them  into  subjection  ;  two  of  the  Chiefs  are  to  have  no  mercy,  the  others  if 

they  submit  are  to  be  pardoned  — 

Benjamin  Stoddert. 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  iMvds  of  Trade. 


1  New-York  Piipcrt,  Bundle  II.,  No.  4.  ] 


New  York.  .10.  August  1761. 
My  Lords, 

I  do  myself  the  honour  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  Oovernour  of  Canada's  letter,  in  answer  to 
mine  of  12.  Juno  lust,  with  a  few  remarks  upon  it  made  in  haste,  as  likewise  some  extracts 
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from  the  Register  of  Indian  Affairs  in  Albany,  and  siiould  have  sooner  done  myself  the  honour 
to  have  complyed  with  Your  LordPP'  ordors,  relating  to  Indian  affairs,  but  the  papers  were  all 
in  Coll:  Johnson's  hands,  and  as  I  had  not  appointed  a  Secretary,  for  Indian  Affairs  till  last 
Jau'J'  when  the  necessity  of  the  circumstances  of  meeting  the  Indians  were  early,  obliged  me 
to  appoint  Edward  Holland  Esq"  Secretary;  and  when  we  went  up  to  Albany  to  meet  them,  I 
sent  an  express  for  the  Registers,  and  on  perusing  a  part  thereof  the  Extracts  now  transmitted 
to  Your  LordPP',  were  found,  which  are  some  proofs  of  the  infractions  of  the  French  on  the 
Treaty  of  Utrecht,  &  of  their  incroachments  on  the  Territories  belonging  to  the  Crown  of 
Great  Brittain;  and  I  doubt  not  I  shall  be  able  soon  to  transmit  to  your  LordPP*  many  more 
proofs  to  the  same  purpose,  and  to  prove  the  whole  remarks  after  a  thorough  perusal  of  the 
Indian  Registers,  which  till  last  month  were  only  in  loose  Quiers  of  paper,  '  'jt  now  they  are 
strongly  bound  up  into  fo-ir  thick  Volumes  in  Folio,  and  they  are  now  perus.og  with  care,  to 
get  what  intelligence  possible  for  your  LordPP-  that  may  be,  concerning  the  Indian  Affairs, 
pursuant  to  your  LordPP*  orders. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  wiih  great  respect 
My  Lords 

Your  LordPP*  most  obedient  and 

most  humble  servant 

(J.  Cr.iNTox. 


Marqui'i  de  la  Jonqaiere  to  Governor  Clinton. 


Sir, 


[  Sew.Tork  Fapen,  Bundle  II.,  No.  6.] 
[  '^  K  A  N  a  L  A  T  K  D    F  K  O  M   THE   F  K  E  N  C  II .  ] 

Montreal,  10"'  August,  1751. 


1  did  not  receive,  until  the  'i"^  of  this  month,  the  despatch  your  Excellency  did  me  the  honor 
to  write  to  me  by  M'  Cornelius  Cuyler  on  the  li""  of  June  last. 

You  cannot  complain,  Sir,  of  the  post  1  have  caused  to  be  erected  at  the  foot  of  the  Niagara 
carrying  place,  much  less  pretend  that  it  is  an  usurpation  on  the  lands  ci  the  subjects  of  the 
King,  your  Master. 

Your  Excellency  might  as  well  have  said  that  I  have  invaded  the  territories  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  for  if  it  were  true  that  the  Iroquois  of  the  Five  Nations  are  his  subjects,  their 
lauds  would  incoatestahly  belong  to  his  Britannic  Majesty. 

This,  nevertheless.  Sir,  is  the  foundation  you  have  wished  to  give  to  your  complaint. 

My  answer  will  convince  you  that  it  has  no  solidity. 

You,  very  unadvisedly,  and  in  opposition  to  jour  own  understanding,  call  the  Five  Nationn 
subjects  of  the  King,  your  Master,  Tliey  are  no  such  thing,  and  you  would  be  very  careful 
not  to  put  forth  such  a  pretension  in  their  piesence.  You  treat  them  with  much  more 
circum.spection;  and  it  is  yet  to  be  established  (a  nailre)  that  they  have  regarded  the  English 
in   any  other   light   than  as  their  brothers.     This   is   an   evident   proof  that   so   far   from 
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acknowledging  tl.em  as  their  Masters,  tl.ey  declare  ti>emselves.  on  the  ^tra^y;  /"/^^ 
respect,  independent  of  them  ;  and  they  even  do  not  conceal  that  the  Enghsh  hold  d.rec  ly 
from  them  the  posts  they  have  in  their  territory,  and  that  they  w.ll  obh^e  them  to  surrender 
these  whenever  they  shall  think  proper. 

If  the  Five  Nations  were  to  subject  themselves  to  any  Crown,  they  could  not  help 
acknowledging  the  dominion  of  the  King,  my  Master,  and  their  natural  inclination  would  lead 

them  to  do  so.  ,         ,      .  .,  „.  ,.  „ 

In  fact.  Sir,  you  are  not  ignorant,  and  ancient  and  modern  history  bear  testimony,  that  the 
French  are  the  first  white  men  that  appeared  on  the  territory  of  the  Five  Nations.  It  is  w.lh 
them  that  they  first  formed  an  alliance  of  friendship.  It  is  from  them  they  have  received  the.r 
first  assistance ;  accordingly  from  that  very  moment  did  they  call  the  French  their  Father. 

It  is  unquestionable,  then,  that  the  French  were  the  first  to  penetrate  into  the  terntones  of 
the  Iroquois;   from  that  very  moment  they  have  taken  possession  of  it.  and  this  possession 

has  been  uninterrupted.  ,    , 

Now,  were  these  lands  susceptible  of  any  dispute  between  the  Kings,  our  Masters,  and  the 
question  had  been  discussed  at  the  time  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  and  A.x  la  Chapelle,  it  could 
not,  in  fair  justice,  but  be  decided  in  favor  of  France.  .u  ,  ;,  ;. 

But  the  Iroquois  wish  to  be  the  sole  masters  of  their  lands;  they  cease  not  to  say  that  it  is 
God  who  gave  them  to  them,  and  that  they  acknowledged  him  alone  for  Master  and  Sovereign. 
This  they  liave  signified  by  .ulhentic  documents  to  the  English  and  to  the  I<  rench. 

I  add,  that  the  French,  after  having  conquered  their  lands  in  the  wars  they  had  with  them, 
gave  those  back  to  them  and  restored  them  to  their  rights  by  solemn  treaties. 

From  all  which  it  must  be  concluded  that  your  Excellency  has  had  no  authority  to  object 
a..ainst  the  post  I  have  caused  to  be  established,  it  has  been  erected  with  the  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  Iroquois  of  the  Five  Nations,  who  alone  are  competent  to  complain  of  it. 
They  did  not  oppose  it ;  they  consented  to  it.  and  have  acknowledged  that  it  would  contMbute 
as  much  to  their  advantage  as  to  that  of  the  French.  It  is  only  a  house  of  refuge  (hosjnce),  an 
entrepot  of  provisions,  and  a  halting  place  for  F.ench  voyageurs  from  the  upper  country. 

I  never  should  have  thought  that  you  would  have  claimed  the  four  Englishmen  who  have 
been  arrested,  inasmuch  as  they  have  stated  that  they  had  a  license  from  the  Governor  of 
Philadelphia,  and  none  of  them  having  exhibited  it  to  me,  they  are  considered  as  vagabonds 

and  bush  rangers.  .  ,  ,    .  •  . 

But  as  your  Excellency  takes  their  part,  and  as  nothing  less  than  that  is  necessary  to 
persuade  me  that  you  authorize  and  approve  their  conduct,  I  will  consent  to  explain  the  reasons 
which  caused  their  capture.  ,„.„  .    »i 

You  are  not  ignorant,  Sir,  of  the  expedition  M'  de  Celoron  made  in  the  year  1749  to  the 
Beautiful  River  by  order  of  the  Marquis  de  la  ( Jalissonniere  ;  that  he  renewed  or.  and  in 
the  name  of  the  King,  my  Master,  the  p.-ssession  which  \u.  Majesty  always  held  of  those 
lands;  ti.r.t  he  summoned  all  the  English  traders  there  at  the  time  to  retire;  that  he  wrote  to 
the  (iovernor  of  IMnladelphia  to  inform  him  that  he  had  fulfilled  his  mission,  and  to  warn  him 
that  if  any  English  traders  shouhl  thereafter  a«ain  make  their  appearance  on  the  Beaulilul 
River,  they  would  he  treated  without  any  delicacy. 

I  had  the  honor  to  write  you  myself  on  the  7-  of  ^Iarch,  17r,0,  on  that  subject,  and  to 
renuest  your  Excellency  to  issue  an  order  forbidding  all  the  subjects  of  New  England  to  go  and 
tride  on  the  territory  of  the  King,  my  Master.     In  the  same  letter  1  had  the  honor  to  exprcs. 
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to  you  my  just  sensibility  at  all  the  secret  movements  of  the  English  to  induce  the  Indians, 
who,  from  all  time,  have  been  our  closest  allies,  to  destroy  the  French. 

Although  you  did  not  honor  me  with  any  answer,  I  flattered  myself,  notwithstanding,  that 
you  would  adopt  strict  measures  to  arrest  the  course  of  all  these  seductions,  and  maintain,  on 
your  side,  the  union  that  ought  to  subsist  between  us.  But  the  result  has  undeceived  me. 
The  English,  far  from  confining  themselves  within  the  limits  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain's 
possessions,  not  satisfied  with  multiplying  themselves  more  and  more  on  Rock  river  (Bivicre  a  la 
Roche),  with  having  houses  and  open  stores  there,  have,  more  than  that,  proceeded,  within 
sight  of  Detroit,  even  unto  the  fort  of  the  Miamis. 

This  proceeding,  following  so  many  unneighborly  acts,  the  evil  consequences  whereof  we 
but  too  sensibly  feel,  have  placed  M'  de  Celeron,  the  commandant  at  Detroit,  under  the 
necessity  of  ordering  these  Englishmen  to  be  arrested. 

Three  of  them  were  first  arrested  at  Ayonontout,'  the  place  selected  in  1747,  by  Nicolas,  the 
Rebel  Huron  Chief,  as  his  stronghold,  near  the  little  lake  of  Otsanderket,^  that  is  to  say  within 
ten  leagues  of  the  town  of  Detroit.  The  names  of  these  three  Englishmen  are  Luke  Arowin, 
an  Irishman  by  birth,  an  inhabitant  of  Pensilvania,  Joseph  Fortiner,  an  inhabitant  of  the  town 
of  Gerge.s  and  Thomas  Borke,  an  inhabitant  of  Linguester."  Lastly,  the  fourth  Englishman, 
named  John  Pathin,  en  inhabitant  of  Willenstown,  has  been  arrested  in  the  French  fort  of  the 
Miamis,  by  M.  de  Villiers,  commandant  of  that  post. 

The  capture  of  these  four  Englishmen  ought  not  surprize  you ;  'tis  certain,  Sir,  that  they  did 
not  risk  coming  so  to  say,  under  his  M.  C.  Majesty's  cannon,  except  with  sinister  views. 

Here  is  the  proof  of  it. 

1"  None  of  these  Englishmen  were  ignorant  of  M.  de  Celoron's  interdiction  to  the  English 
traders  in  1741);  that  interdiction  is  public  throughout  every  place  in  New  England,  and 
consequently  they  are  in  the  wrong  when  they  do  not  confine  themselves  there. 

S"  It  cannot  be  said  that  they  were  at  Ayonontout  to  trade  with  the  Indians,  because  they 
had  nothing  but  presents  to  distribute  among  them. 

a-*  It  is  so  evident  that  they  wished  to  hold  a  Council  with  the  Indians  in  every  respect  fatal 
to  the  French,  that  they  encamped  in  a  place  selected  by  Nicolas,  a  Huron  chief,  a  rebel  to  the 
French,  for  his  stronghold  ;  they  doubtless  wished  to  persuade  the  Indians  to  entertain 
the  same  feelings  as  Nicolas,  and  to  attach  the  most  intluential  to  them,  in  order  to  resuscitate 
that  chief,  who  is  dead,  and  to  put  m  execution  his  nefarious  project. 

4"'  What  is  remarkable  and  conclusive  is,  that  the  leader  of  these  three  Englishmen,  Luke 
Arrowin  by  name,  speaks  all  the  Indian  languages,  is  accustomed  to  the  Upper  Countries,  and 
is  very  capable  of  making  them  subscribe  to  whatever  he  wishes. 

This  is  so  complete  a  proof,  that  it  is  unanswerable.  As  for  John  Pathin,  he  entered  the 
fort  of  the  Miamis  to  persuade  the  Indians  who  remained  there,  to  unite  with  those  who 
have  fled  to  the  Beautiful  river.  He  has  been  taken  in  the  French  fort.  Nothing  more 
is  necessary. 

The  little  property  that  was  taken  belonging  to  these  prisoners,  has  been  claimed  by  the 
Indians  as  plunder.  They  have  not  been  ill  treated.  Mr.  Cuyler  saw  three  of  them  in  this 
town,  who  have  their  liberty,  and  want  nothing.    John  Pathin  could  enjoy  the  same  freedom, 

'  C»lle.l  J.inun.Ul,  nml   loontcd   nt   tin-  lioiid  of  Sainlusky  I)ny,  in  I'ownnll's  map;  but  at  the  lioad  of  the  Elk  creek  in 
Mitchell'8  map  of  IISA. 
•  Sanduikj  bay.    See  Milcliell's  nmp.  •  y,,  J  .leri.'y.  «  I.anca.ter.  —  Kd. 
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but  he  is  80  mutinous,  and  uttered  so  many  threats,  that  I  have  been  obliged  to  imprison  him 

at  Quebec.  .        ■    .      »u- 

You  perceive.  Sir,  that  the  English  traders  observe  no  longer  any  discretion,  that  nothing  can 
restrain  them,  and  that  they  are  redoubling  their  efforts  to  excite  the  Indian  Nations  against  the 
French.     'Tis  time  to  correct  this,  and  you  cannot  do  it  too  promptly.  ^     ,.  ,.   ,         , . 

If  any  Frenchman  was  wicked  enough  to  do  any  thing  prejudicial  to  the  English,  I  would 
have  him  punished  most  severely,  and  If  any  are  so  venturesome  as  to  go  on  the  King  of  Great 
Brittain's  lands,  I  disavow  them  from  this  moment,  and  consent  that  you  secure  their  persons. 

Mr.  Cuyler  will  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  all  the  regard  I  have  had  for  h.m  and  that  I 
granted  him  my  authority  for  all  the  business  he  had  to  transact  in  this  Colony,  allhough  the 
French  have  nothing  directly  or  indirectly  to  do  with  it.  . ,.  .     ,  .        r    * 

He  will  be  able  also  to  tell  you   how  sincerely  I   desire   to  reestablish  the  most  perfect 
intelligence  between  the  subjects  of  our  Governments;  to  this  1  shall  direct  all  my  at  ention 
and  as  soon  as  your  Excellency  will  unite  your  efforts  to  mine,  we  shall  have  no  difficulty 

'"  I  muttlTconceal  from  you.  Sir,  that  your  depu^y,  Mr.  Cuyler,  has  brought  hither  with  him 
his  brother,  Mr.  John  Cuyler,  who  is  not  mentioned  in  his  passport.  It  has  been  reported  to 
m  that  this  John  Cuyler!  who  is  a  merchant,  was  trading  with  the  French  -<i  -en  -th  the 
Indians,  and  was  constantly  conferring  with  ihem  in  the  house  in  which  he  lodged  in  this  town. 

all  which  is  highly  improper.  ,        .     u  ii  *i.^  r^r^iiah 

I  have  the  honor  to  advise  your  Excellency,  that  I  issue  my  orders  to  have  all  tne  .ngbsh 

sent  back  to  New  England,  who  will  come  to  this  Colony  unprovided  with  a  passport  from 

their  governor. 

I  shall  await  impatiently  your  answer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  respectfully. 

Sir, 

Your  most  humble 

and  most  obedient  servant, 

La    JoNCJUltlRE. 


Governor  Clinton's  Notes  on  tlw  Governor  of  Canada's  Utter. 

[Naw-Yopk  rap«re,  Bundle  II.,  No.  T.] 

Notes  on  the  Gov'  of  Canada's  letter  of  lO'"  August  1751. 

His  Excell-'  letter  of  IS-  of  June  last  represented  to  the  Gov'  of  Canada,  the  infractions  of 
the  rreity  of  Utrecht,  in  regard  to  the  Fortlilcatlons  lie  is  building  at  On.agara  on  the  !an  s 
d  the  Five  Nations,  and  nearly  In  the  middle  of  their  Country.  And  la  regard  to  four  English 
Tracers  who  were  in  time  of  peace,  supposed  to  be  taken  Prisoners  on  duo  River,  and 
iml'd  of  their  Merchandize,  ^hlch  his  Excel.^  suppos.-d.  was  ^'^'--^l'^;;^^  ;;;'^^;';:  ^^ 
knowledge  or  consent;  but,  requesting  his  enquiry  Into  those  things,  and  .found  true  to  des-st 
Z  buHdlng,  and  to  ;et  the  prisoners  at  liberty  and  to  recompense  them  for  their  damages. 


V 
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The  Gov  of  Canada,  by  his  answer  of  lO-  August,  confesses  the  things  complained  of  to  be 
true,  does  not  deny  the.n  to  be  infractions  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  but  advances  a  number  of 
facts  groundless  and  faUe  in  themselves,  which  (says  he)  had  they  been  known  at  the  Treaties 
of  Utrecht  and  A.x-la-Chapelle  the  Dominion  of  England  over  the  Five  Nations  would  not 
have  been  acknowledged  by  his  Master  the  King  of  France,  but  rather  that  of  his  Master, 
says  the  four  prisoners  were  taken  trading  with  the  Indians  at  Ohio,  contrary  to  an 
ordnance  of  h.s.  forb.ddmg  the  English  to  trade  there;  tho'  that  be  a  Country  belonging 
Fiv  N  r  u''""u  '"1  '^"  ^^'^Shiee.  and  other  Indians  upon  it  who  are  not  Natives  of  the 
fhlFfve  ZtionT'  '^"'  '''''^'^  ^^  '^''  ^"^''"'  '"'"  '^'  '"'""  ^"^^"'^"*  ^''^'^  ""''^ 

This  seems  to  be  treating  his  Britanick  Majesty  and  the  Treaties  of  Utrecht  and 
A.x-la-Chapelle  wUh  contempt,  and  the  letter  seems  (what  he  says )  beyond  an  answer,  for 
the  very  answering  would,  ,t  seems,  be  admitting  solemn  Treaties  to  be  called  in  question.  If 
any  answer  be  thought  of  to  him  it  ought  to  be.  with  the  utmost  caution  and  deliberation,  and 
best  advice  possible. 

It  would  seem  proper,  that  one  copy  of  the  letter  be  sent  forthwith  to  the  Gov'  of 
PennsyWan.a  for  h.s  sentiments  upon  it,  as  the  prisoners  belonged  to  that  Govern'  and  a  great 
part  of  Ohio  River  18  actually  within  the  grant  to  the  Proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania.  It  would 
seem  also  proper  that  other  copies  be  laid  before  his  Maj'^'  Ministers  for  redress  from  the  Court 
of  France,  and  that  the  Gov'  of  Canada  may  be  recalled,  and  punished  for  the  Infractions  of 
the  1  -°aties,  and  contempts  expressed  in  his  letter 

So  far  on  the  letter  in  General.  I  shall  now  make  some  remarks  upon  some  of  the 
Paragraphs  of  the  letter. 

N»  1.  To  deny,  that  the  Five  Nations  ever  were  subjects  of  the  King  of  Great  JJriltain,  when 
his  Dominion  over  them  is  expressly  acknowledged  by  the  1.5«-  Article  of  the  Treat/  of  Utrecht 
IS  a  piece  of  unparaielied  effronterie  ' 

The  sentiments  which  he  there  says  the  Five  Nations  have,  are  what  the  French  have  been 
inspiring  them  with  for  many  years  with  the  utmost  application;  and  I  wish  they  may  not 
have  prevailed  too  far.  And  if  other  measures  b-  not  speedily  taken  as  to  Indian  affairs,  there 
IS  no  small  probability  that  they  will  prevail. 

N»2.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  French  were  the  first  white  people  that  appeared  upon  the 
lands  of  the  Five  Nations,  it  is  near  a  hundred  and  forty  years  agoe  since  the  Dutch  settled  at 
Albany  and  Schenectady,  which  places  are  part  of  the  Country  tliat  did  belong  to  the  Five 
Nations,  as  appears  by  the  Registers  of  Indian  affairs  here,  and  other  authentic  Monuments  • 
and  I  question  if  the  Five  Nations  had  then,  or  for  scores  of  years  after,  ever  made  friendship 
with  the  French,  because  of  the  assistance  that  the  French,  from  their  first  coming  to  America 
always  gave  to  the  Alganqiiins,  the  most  ancient  and  inveterate  Enemies  of  the  Five  Nations 

N"  3.  I  know  o(  no  possesion,  that  the  French  had  of  any  part  of  the  Country  of  the  Five 
Nations,  till  long  after  their  submission  to  the  Dominion  of  great  Brittain  and  some  few  years 
before  the  Revolution ;  and  the  first  possession  of  the  French  of  any  part  of  their  Country 
was  I  believe  at  Cadaragliqui,  and  that  was  no  more  at  first,  then  leave  from  the  Five  Nations 
to  build  a  trading  house  in  their  Country  for  their  convenience,  but  they  afterwards  having 
fortified  that  I  lace,  the  Five  Nations  took  it  from  them  twice,  and  tho'  at  the  peace  they  made 
with  the  I  rench  in  Um  (because  not  assisted  in  tho  War  by  any  of  the  Colonies  but  New  York 
:.nd  found  tliat  they  gave  them  not  sufficient  assistance)  the  French  insisted  upon  settling  again 
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at  Cadaraghqui.  yet  the  Five  Nations  absolutely  refused  their  consent  to  it.  as  appears  by  the 

'1::  F:etcr;os:::sion  of  Detroit  was  not  till  after  the  peace  of  Reswick  and  it  appears 
thel  ncrlhnn'ents  were  greviously  complained  of  by  the  Five  Nat.ons  to  the  Gov  of  N  w 
York,  and  they  insisted  then  that  His  Britanick  Majesty  should  apply  to  the  French  King 

^"Vof  thai  they  converting  those  settlements  into  Fortifications,  they  saw    m\g\t\nt\rne, 
depr    e   h  n  o7,Lir  Beaver  hunting  Country,  which  extends  from  ^a  araghqu.  Lake  to      e 
Nor  hermost  part  of  the  Huron's  Lake,  bounded  on  the  Southward  by  Lake  Ene  and  De  rou 
an    Isu^  ose  it  was  the  many  applications  to  the  Court  of  Great  Brata.a  aft-   he  peac 
Hp«wick   and  during  Q-ae.>n  Anne's  war  against  those  mcroachments  of  the   trench,  that 
Reswick   and  durng  ,^  ^^  ^^^^  of  Utrecht  upon  an  absolute 

induced   the  court  ot  Great  «""am  ^^^^^  ^^^ 

pretence  he  uses,  in  saying  that  it  is  °"'jj°;  f^P'jJ^^    ^^^  ^.^^  Nations  to  consent  to  it,  as 
person  to  make  remarks  on  that  part  of  tho  letter.' 


^  ■■  ♦  «»< 


Govemo?'  Clinton  to  the  Duhe  of  Bedford. 

[  New-Tork  Paper..  ( 8.  P.  0. )  XI.,  2M.  1 

Tl'lTptr.unit,  I  do  n,y..,f  .h,  l,o»our,  .o  acquaint  Vo.r  Grace,  .ha.  M-  B-ad,.,,  Hi, 

Maj"'  Attorney  General  for  this  province  died  the  28"'  inst: 

Rtcordt,  v.,  6B8.  —  Ed. 
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Your  Grace  is  well  acquainted  with  the  importance  of  that  Office,  and  how  much  the  dignity 
and  authority  oC  His  Ma,'J''  Govern"  within  this  province  depends  upon  the  fittness  and  ability 
of  the  Person,  that  is  to  succeed  M'  Bradley. 

The  want  of  those  qualities  in  an  Attorney  General,  together  with  the  particular  infirmities 
of  M'  Bradley,  have  greatly  embarrassed  my  Administration,  weakened  my  hands  and  exposed 
not  only  my  authority,  but  my  person  to  such  rudeness  and  insult  as  would  upon  a  general 
report,  scarce  be  credited  at  a  distance,  of  which  1  have  been  obliged  to  give  Your  Grace,  and 
my  friends  the  trouble  of  receiving  some  information. 

About  two  years  ago  I  recommended  to  Your  Grace  the  appointmen*  -f  William  Smith  Esq:  to 
that  Office,  and  took  that  care  at  that  time,  th.it  Your  Grace  should  ,imed  of  his  character. 

I  then  obtained  M'  Smiths  consent  to  accept  that  Office,  attendea  with  his  earnest  request, 
that  an  application  might  be  made  for  a  provision  for  M'  Bradley,  and  his  family,  without 
which  he  signified  to  me  in  the  strongest  terms,  that  he  could  not  with  pleasure  accept  it. 

The  late  event  has  removed  ail  difficulties  on  that  head,  and  upon  the  first  notice  of  M'  Bradley's 
death  I  immediately  appointed  M'  Smith  to  the  Office,  and  ordered  it  to  be  notified  to  him, 
who  waited  upon  me  with  his  thanks,  and  an  assurance  of  his  faithful  discharge  of  that  duty. 

I  immediately  ordered  His  Commission  to  be  made  out  dureing  pleasure,  and  this  day  [  have 
put  the  seal  to  it,  including  the  Offices  of  Attourney  General  and  Advocate  General  which  are 
80  connected  in  point  of  duty  within  this  province,  that  they  can  not  well  be  seperated,  or 
granted  todiflferent  persons,  and  I  am  informed  that  every  Attourney  General  has  exercised  both. 

As  to  M'  Smith's  Character  I  beg  leave  now  only  to  add,  to  what  I  formerly  informed  Your 
Grace:  That  he  was  born  in  England  at  Newport  Pagnel  in  Buck's  County  in  1697,  and  had 
an  University  Education,  and  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts,  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  here  in 
1726.  where  he  has  ever  since  practised  with  very  great  reputation,  and  an  universal  good 
Character,  and  in  his  principles  is  firmly  attached  to  present  liappy  establishment,  and  is  by  far 
the  most  fit,  and  able  person  in  this  province  to  execute  the  said  Offices. 

Wherefore  I  must  intreat  your  Grace,  that  he  may  obtain  His  Maj'''''  own  appointm'  of  him 
for  the  said  Office  with  the  like  salary  of  ^150.  sterling  yearly,  as  the  late  M'  Bradley  and 
others  his  predecessors  Attourneys  General  of  this  province  usually  had. 

I  think  it  proper  to  remark  to  Your  Grace  that  M'  I'hillipse,  second  Judge  of  tho  si'preme 
Court,  having  died  three  days  before  the  beginning  of  the  hist  Court  in  July,  there  was  an 
absolute  necessity  of  forthwith  appointing  another.  I  thought  of  John  Chambers  Esq:  to  fill 
the  vacancy,  a  Gentleman  who  has  practised  the  law  here  above  twenty  five  years,  with  a 
good  reputation,  and  a  large  estate,  and  a  person,  the  most  aggreable  to  the  whole  province,  as 
he  has  always  behaved  with  moderation,  never  countenancing  any  faction. 

Upon  my  offer  of  the  Office  to  him,  he  declined  it  unless  it  were  granted  dureing  good 
behaviour,  with  such  strong  reasons,  as  convinced  me  of  the  necessity  and  fitness  of  granting 
of  the  Office  to  him  in  that  manner,  and  I  have  not  the  least  reason  to  believe  that  either  I  or 
any  of  my  successors,  or  the  people  in  General  will  have  any  cause  to  wish  he  had  a  less 
tenure  in  the  office.  I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  the^reatest  respect 
My  Lord  Duke 

Your  Grace's  most  obedient 

Fort  George  in  New  York  and  most  humble  servant 

31"  August:  1751  (signed)         G.Clinton. 


His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 
Vol.  VI. 
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Oovemm  Clinton  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  New-Tork  Ftpen,  Bundle  II.,  No.  9.  ] 

My  Lords, 

Since  I  received  the  State  of  Indian  affairs  drawn  up  by  M'  Golden,  I  have  had  information 
from  the  commanding  Officer  at  Oswego,  that  a  considerable  body  of  French  and  Indians  had 
passed  by  that  place,  in  order  to  drive  all  the  English  Traders  among  the  Indians  away,  and 
to  detter  all  the  Indian  Nations  from  having  any  commerce  with  the  English.  By  the  same 
account  I  am  informed,  that  the  French  are  building  a  Vessel  of  Force  on  Cadaraghqui  L  ake. 
The  Indians  who  gave  the  information,  say,  that  they  saw  the  Cannon  which  are  to  be  put  on 
Board  that  Vessel.  If  the  French  go  on  in  this  manner  without  obstruction,  or  any  thing  done 
on  our  part,  to  secure  us  and  the  Indians  in  friendship  with  us,  the  French  in  a  little  time 
must  obtain  an  absolute  influence  over  all  the  Indian  Nations  on  the  Continent ;  and  a  vessel 
of  such  Force,  as  this  is  said  to  be,  will  be  sufficient  to  disposess  us  of  Oswego. 

Of  what  consequence  this  may,  in  time  be  of  to  the  safety,  as  well  as  to  the  British 
Commerce  among  the  Indians,  Your  Lord""  will  easily  perceive,  and  how  much  the  Indian 
affairs  deserve  your  attention. 

Without  directions  and  instructions  of  a  different  nature  from  any  hitherto  given,  no  Gov', 
in  my  opinion,  has  it  in  his  power  to  do  what  is  requisite  for  preserving  the  fidelity  of  the 
Indians,  and  securing  commerce  among  them,  and  therefore  I  hope  your  LordPP*  will  excuse 
my  recommending  of  this  matter  to  your  LordPP'  consideration,  that  some  method  may  be 
speedily  thought  on  to  secure  the  Colonies  against  the  designs  of  the  French,  and  which  from 
the  papers  I  have  had  the  honour  to  send  to  your  Lord"""  must  appear  evident. 
I  am  with  the  greatest  regard 
My  Lords, 

Your  LordPP*  most  humble 

and  most  obedient  servant 

1.  October  1761.  G.  Clinton. 


V 


(copy) 


Hon.  CadwaUader  Golden  to  Govm-nor  Clinton. 

[New-Tork  Paper*,  Bundle  II.,  Na  10. ] 


The  present  state  of  the  Indian  affairs,  with  the  British  and  French  Colonies 
in  No.'th  America,  with  some  observations  thereon  for  securing  the  Fidelity 
of  the  Indians  t<y»  the  Crown  of  Great  Brittain  and  promoting  Trade 
among  them. — 

In  obedience  to  Your  Excell'J'''  commands,  I  have  collected  the  informations  we  have  received, 
ulating  to  the  Indian  affairs  with  the  English  and  French  Colonies,  and  put  them  in  such 
order,  as  from  thence,  their  true  State,  at  this  time,  may  be  put  in  the  clearest  light.    For  this 
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purpose,  It  18  necessary  to  go  so  far  back,  as  the  time  when  your  Excellcr  engaged  the  Six 

Nut.ons  lu  the  expedition,  intended  against  Canada,  in  the  year  1746.     Your  Exceli'^  no  doubt 

remembers,  in  what  disposition  the  Six  Nations  were  then,  what  influence  the  Fr.  nch  had 

gained  among  them,  and  how  the  Commiss",  at  that  time,  for  Indian  affairs,  in  this  F  rovince, 

had  (even  by  their  own  confession)  lost  all  influence  among  the  Indians.     That,  at  that  time. 

M  Johnson  distinguished  himself  among  the  Indians  by  his  indefatigable  pains  among  them, 

and  by  his  comphance  with  their  humours  in  his  dress  and  conversation  with  them;  that  he 

was  the  chief  instrument,  under  Your  Excell-,  in  perswading  them  to  enter  into  the  War 

against  the  trench;  but  that  it  was  principally  effected  by  the  very  large  presents  publickly 

made  to  them  at  that  time  by  your  Excell«r,  and  continued  thro'  M'  Johnsons  hands,  from  time 

to  time,  t.11  the  peace  was  concluded,  and  for  some  time  afterwards.     The  Commissioners  for 

Indian  Aff-a.rs  having  lost  all  influence  on  the  Indians.  Your  Excell«y  found  it  necessary,  to 

commit  the  whole  conduct  of  Indian  aff-airs  to  M'  Johnson  with  a  Commission  of  Collonel 

to  command  them,  and  being  furnished  with  larger  sums  for  this  service  by  the  Crown  with  a 

Colonel  s  pay  for  himself,  he  made  a  greater  figure  and  gained  more  influence  among  the 

Indians,  than  any  person  before  him  (so  for  as  I  have  learned)  ever  did.     And  it  is  no  wonder. 

smce  he  had  advantages  much  greater  than  any  one  before  him  ever  had.     The  ascendancy 

which  he  had  gained  over  the  Indians  appeared,  by  his  being  able  to  prevent  their  sending  to 

Canada,  to  confirm  the  peace  and  to  exchange  their  prisoners,  as  before  this  time  they  had 

always  done.  &  in  their  trusting  entirely  to  your  Excell'^  for  the  recovery  of  their  people,  who 

were  detained  prisoners  in  Canada,  by  which  they  gave  the  French  an  undoubted  proof,  that 

they  looked  on  themselves  as  subject  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Brittain. 

The  allowance  for  Indian  aff^airs  from  the  Crown  being  stopt  on  the  conclusion  of  the  peace, 
and  the  Assembly  refusing  to  grant  so  much  as  the  usual  allowances  made  to  the  Commissioners 
for  Indian  aff-airs  in  time  of  peace.  Coll :  Johnson  found  himself  disabled  to  carry  them  on 
without  great  prejudice  to  his  private  fortune,  and  if  he  had  gone  on  in  the  expensive  manner, 
to  which  he  had  accustomed  the  Indians,  might  have  ruined  his  fortune. 

Coll:  Johnson  being  discouraged  by  the  want  of  the  necessary  supplies,  desired  his 
dismission  from  this  service,  and  at  last  (without  Your  Excellency's  privity)  sent  a  Belt  round 
all  the  Nations,  whereby  he  informed  them,  that  he  no  longer  took  care  of  their  aff-airs.  This 
was  a  very  odd  step,  such  as  nothing  of  the  kind  had  ever  been  done  before.  &  occasioned 
extraordinary  speculations  among  the  Indians,  of  which  it  is  supposed  the  French  Emissaries 
took  advantage. 

The  Commission  for  Indian  affliirs  had  been,  for  many  years  past,  intrusted  with  the  Dutch 
at  Albany;  the  last  Commissioners  had  joined  openly  with  the  Faction  in  the  Assembly,  in 
opposu.on  to  the  Administration  and  the  Governour's  measures,  and  they  were,  on  the  other 
bund,  remarkably  favoured  by  that  Faction  in  the  Representations  and  remonstrances  of  that 
House.  They  openly  assisted  each  other  in  infusing  prejudices  in  the  minds  of  the  People  to 
Your  Excell'^'  administration.  ^ 

The  Commissioners  were  influenced  by  two  motives;  first,  by  resentment  for  the  loss  of 
that  authority  which  they  had  so  long  posessed,  and  this  Resentment  was  increased  by  its 
being  put  into  tho  hanas  of  an  Englishman,  whom  the  Dutch  look  upon  as  Intruders  into  their 
patrmiony.  The  other  was  the  loss  the  Commissioners  tliereby  sustained  in  their  private  or 
personal  Trade,  or  at  least  imagined  that  they  did  ;  for  as  the  Indians,  when  they  come  first  to 
Albany,  go  farst  to  the  Commissioners,  they  thereby  gain  a  preference  in  the  buying  of  Furs. 
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nnd  likewise  make  use  of  the  Money  allowed  them  for  Presents  to  the  Indians,  to  trade  with 
them  preferably  to  others.  This  is  evident  by  the  interest  the  Trnderf  :>':^ke  to  be  put  into 
that   Commission  which   otherwise   could  have  no  profit  attending  it,  but   by  tho   method 

here  supposed.  ,    ,.  j        j 

Coll:  Johnson  is  the  most  considerable  Trader  with  the  Western  Indians,  and  sends  more 
goods  to  Oswego  than  any  other  person  does  ;  the  people  of  Albany  imagined,  that  h.B  havmg 
the  conduct  of  Indian  affairs,  gave  him  great  advantages,  for  as  he  lives  near  the  Mohawk 
Castle,  and  near  forty  miles  from  Albany,  all  the  Six  Nations  and  other  Indians  to  the 
Westward  stop  at  his  house  and  were  there  supplied,  and  from  that  time  few  or  none  were 
seen  at  Albany.     This  touched  a  people,  in  the  most  sensible  part,  who  have  no  other  view  in 

life,  but  that  of  getting  money.  r      a  * 

When  the  war  broke  out,  the  Contractors  for  supplying  the  Garrison  of  Oswego  refused  to 
continue  their  contract,  unless  a  very  considerable  allowance  was  made  for  Escortes  and  other 
extraordinary  expences.  Coll :  Johnson  undertook  it  and  supplyed  a  double  Garrison  at  Oswego, 
by  advancing  the  money  on  the  faith  of  the  Assembly  ;  he  advanced  money  for  several  other 
publick  expences,  by  which  a  very  large  sum  became  due  to  him  from  the  Province. 

The  Faction  in  the  Assembly  took  a  Method  in  favour  of  their  Friends  at  Albany,  which 
had  been  often  before  practised  even  with  Gov"  themselves,  to  induce  them  to  comply  with 
the  humors  of  an  Assembly,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Prerogative,  and  tho'  in  itself  the  most 
ungenerous,  that  can  be  well  imagined,  yet  had  always  proved  effectual,  because  no  private 
single  Man  was  able  to  hold  out  against  it.     It  was  this.  The  Assembly  under  various  pretences 
delayed  or  refused  the   payment  of  the  sums  which  Collonel  Johnson  had  advanced  for  the 
service  of  the  Govern',  sometimes  by  directing  the  payment  to  be  made  out  of  funds  which 
they  themselves  km  -v  to  be  exhausted,  and  by  the  Treasurer  (who  is  the  Assembly's  Creature) 
his   giving  preference  to  Warrants  payable  to  others,  tho'  of  a  posterior  date,  and  by  the 
Assembly's   arbitrary  cutting  of  some  part  of  his  accounts,  tho'  they  were   proved  in  the 
manner   the    Assembly    required.      This   they  did   without    mentioning    what   articles    were 
dissallow'd,  or  giving  him  an  opportunity  of  proving  them,  or  assigning  any  reason,  why  they 
were  disallowed  ;  (vide.  Minutes  of  Council  at  Albany  July  last  &  Coll :  Johnsons  memorial  to 
his  P:xcell'0  By  these  means  near  two  thousand  pounds  of  money  he  has  advanced,  remains 
still  due  to  him,  and  this  without  his  charging  any  thing  as  a  salary  or  Ueward  for  his  services, 
or  any  interest  for  the  money,  now  several  years  due  to  him.     After  such  usage,  it  could  not 
be  expected  that  Coll :  Johnson  would  go  on  in  the  service  of  the  Govern*  by  advancing  money 
on  the  credit  of  the  Assembly  for    hat  service,  while  the  Assembly  not  only  refused  to  grant 
funds  as  was  usual  for  those  servic.  s,  but  refused  to  pay  what  was  already  due. 

The  Act  by  which  the  Garrison  at  Oswego  is  supported,  by  a  duty  on  Rum  and  Strouds  sol.l 
to  the  Indians,  is  contrived  in  such  mnnner,  that  the  conscientious  fair  Trader  may  be  easily 
entangled  and  brought  un.ler  difficulties,  while  the  fraudulent  dealer,  may  gain  great  advantages 
over  him.  And  ihe  Collectors  of  those  duties  have  it  in  their  power  to  favour  their  Friends 
and  distress  those  they  dislike.  The  Collectors  have  been  so  far  favour'd  by  the  Faction  lu 
the  Assembly,  that  tho'  they  have  for  several  years  paid  nothing  of  the  produce  of  those  duties 
as  the  act  directs,  into  the  Treasury,  they  have  never  been  called  to  an  account  for  the  same. 
And  the  Six  Nations  complain  heavily,  the  Mohawks  especially,  who  live  intermixed  with  the 
planters,  that  they  must  pay  so  much  more  for  Run,  and  Strou.ls  than  their  neighbours  do. 

There  is  reason  to  think,  that  all  the  Strouds  sent  to  Canada,  are  exempted  from  this  duty, 
whereby  the  French  gain  a  great  advantage  over  the  English  fair  Trader,  for  those  goods  sold 
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to  Frenchmen  are  not  subjected  to  the  duty,  whereby  the  French  nre  enabled  to  sell  the  goods 
which  they  buy  at  Albany  cheaper  to  the  Indians,  than  the  English  can  do  at  Oswego. 

But  the  greatest  discouragement,  in  the  management  of  the  Indian  Attairs,  is  by  the  Indians 
being  constantly  cheated  by  them  with  what  they  deal.  This  is  a  mischief  that  has  been 
ong  complained  of,  and  unless  some  Law  were  passed  for  the  preventing  of  it,  I  know  not 
how  It  can  be  remedied ;  for  as  the  Law  now  stands,  an  Indian  before  he  can  obtain  redre>,8 
must  fee  a  Lawyer,  must  take  out  a  writ,  fill  a  declaration,  and  at  last  wait  twelve  months  for 
Justice,  at  two  or  three  hundred  miles  distance,  somrtimes  five  hundred  from  his  habitation, 
and  without  one  farthing  to  support  him,  or  to  defray  the  charges  of  the  suit,  and  then,  his 
evidence  is  not  admitted  in  any  of  our  Courts,  nor  the  evidence  of  any  other  Indian.  Can 
these  people  who  are  treated  in  this  manner  be  supposed  to  be  under  "the  protection  of  the 
King  of  Great  Bnttain,  or  can  they  be  supposed  to  be  treated  like  friends,  or  like  rational  or 
human  creatures?  it  is  but  too  obvious  what  the  consequences  of  this  treatment  must  be. 

As  the  Govern'  have  no  funds  for  giving  salaries  to  those  who  have  the  care  of  the  Indian 
Affairs,  they  are  generally  left  to  the  discression  of  the  Traders  with  the  Indians,  who  pretend 
to  act  without  reward,  and  as  they  are  divided  into  one  set  who  trade  to  Canada  and  another 
who  trade  at  Oswego,  or  directly  with  the  Indians,  these  two  sets  are  influencing  the  Indians 
in  opposition  to  each  other,  in  order  to  defeat  the  measures  which  .he  other  takes  The 
several  Colonies  Ik  .wise  have  ditterent  and  seperate  interests  which  they  severally  regard 
more,  than  the  common  interest  of  the  whole.  Thus  the  Massachusetts  Bay  are  at  this  time 
endeavouring  to  draw  the  Mohawks  to  settle  on  their  frontiers  for  their  security,  and  the 
people  of  Pennsylvania  are  endeavouring  to  draw  them  to  the  Frontiers  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
none  of  them  will  unite  in  furnishing  a  common  stock  for  the  wellfare  of  the  whole. 

The  Assembly,  since  the  year  174G,  have  neglected  to  give  the  usual  annual  supplies  for  the 
expence  attending  the  Management  of  the  Indian  affairs,  till  this  last  year,  when  they  gave  a 
sum  for  presents  to  the  Indians,  and  that  only  after  the  repeated  accounts  received  of  the 
dissatisfaction  the  Indians  had  expressed,  of  their  being  totally  neglected,  since  the  conclusion 
of  the  peace.  But  surely,  no  great  matters  can  be  expected,  from  what  can  be  done  in  eight 
or  ten  days  time,  at  such  Interviews  with  the  Gov',  when  at  all  other  times  they  are  neglected 
Thus  it  appears,  that  the  Govern'  of  New  York  was  entirely  disabled  from  taking  the  usual  or 
any  care  of  the  Indian  affairs  from  the  conclusion  of  the  peace,  to  the  spring  in  the  year  1751. 
by  the  Assembly's  refusing  to  grant  the  usual  supplies  for  that  service,  and  by  their  distressing 
Coll:  Johnson,  with  whom  those  affairs  were  intrusted. 

The  Gov  in  the  conduct  of  Indian  affairs  is  under  a  double  disadvantage.  The  Assembly 
will  grant  no  supplies  for  the  usual  expence  of  Commiss"  for  that  service,  unless  the  Creatures 
of  the  Faction  be  appointed,  and  who  by  their  past  conduct  appear  no  way  proper  to  be 
entrusted  and  on  the  other  hand  Coll :  Johnson,  by  the  large  sums  allowed  him  for  that  service 
in  time  of  War,  and  by  something  in  his  natural  temper  suited  to  the  Indian  humour,  has 
gained  such  an  ascendency  over  them,  that  they  insist  on  his  continuing  and  will  be  dissatisfied 
with  any  other  appointment  as  «ully  appears  by  the  minutes  of  what  passed  at  Albany  in  the 
last  meeting  with  the  Indians.  Both  seem  to  have  in  view,  in  opposition  to  each  other  to 
make  it  impracticable  to  carry  on  the  Indian  atlairs,  unless  the  one  be  seperately  employed, 
exclusive  of  the  other,  and  thereby  the  Gov'  is  disabled  to  imploy  either,  or  any  other. 

I  shall  next  observe  what  has  been  done  by  the  Frencli  in  Canada  in  the  same  time;  tl.o' 
the  gaining  the  Indians,  the  preserving  them  in  their  fidelity,  the  keeping  thet>!  in  rciuliness  to 
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.oin  our  Forces  on  the  expedition  intended  against  Canada  and  the  .ending  out  parties  of 

rl";  If  ruTg  v!::,  Cb;  mcursions  or  their^ndians.  and  which  they  were  therefore  under 

'  7::!:''^^^^^^  nece^it^  of  .ndeavourin,.  by  all  .cans,  to  en^r,e  and 
Z  Z'  influence  among  the  numerous  Nations  on  the  great  Continent ;  and  as  they  could 

r  ail  b  ng  appri  d  the  difficulties  the  Administration  in  this  Govern^  laboured  under 
hev  tho"  g't  "t  hTmost  procer  time  to  redouble  their  endeavours,  believing  that  no  t.me  could 
hey  thought  U  tne       J^  ^,^^„  ^^j    ,„  .^j.^  to  carry  their  purposes. 

T'm     '      °"r  Ltrlc    vld  n"  upforl  or  p,„,.ctlo„  from  the  Engli.U,  »n,  other  Nation 

;;:::t'a:;3  Zn  Tuoi,  jl.A'  ''..  Mu.i.„^uie,  i„  ioiu^n,  h.t„af,o,  »,th 

'''lt^"L,a>.,e„..W,of,nai„„.,o.,..,,yorseve™,N»U„.. 

Branch  of  the  ^''««'«  f'™"  ^^^^    j/^^^^^i,^,  „„  ,Vom  Pennsylvania,  and  they  are  in  hopes  of 

with  wb^m  ^^-^^^^J^^^lZZuon  on  the  same  Bra.ch  more  westerly,  to  join  with 

bringing  ^'^ ^^^^^^  !  ::r^,::L.acy ;  in  order  to  deleat  this  Union,  the  Gov'  of  Cana  a 

them   '^\''y';JXZJ^^^^  a  Nua.b.r  of  Indians  to  draw  off  these  Indians  from  the 
sent  a  Body  of  regular  troop    w   n  .^^^  ^^^^_^  ^^^^  j,^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^,^  ^,^^.^ 

Kngli.h  interest  by  force  .i  .t  could  .  ot  l.e  ol  ^.^^^^^^  ^^^^ 

,..„,a  themselves  'o  weaR  to  ""^'''^  "''3;  j   "j^j^J'^;,^;:  '  j;,,,  K.fgii.h  traders,  as  they 
Kng-ish  Trade,  by  .end.ng  n.  ^^^^^l^^^^J^^^^^^,^,:^^ 
.ere  upon  their  jm.rney.wuc^^^^^  ^.^^^^^^^^  „,,^,  ^^^,  ^,.„  „,,, 

to  the  French  K,r  »  /^  ;:;.;*  7,7„,  ,„  p,«„,„,,  i,Le  of  War.  This  is  certainly 
severity  than  .s  "«-  jl^^  '^^  ^  ,,,  .^..^.y  '«,•  UtreC..  by  which  a  free  Trade  with  the 
'"''""•"  ''"^t  in  I. ted  a  1.  done  with  design  ,o  de.err  the  Kuglish  from  any 
'"'■""  ^*"''T:tt  r  to  t'ni  lit .  these  Indians;  and  if  care  be  not  tah-n  to  prevent  the 
ir;i::;i;:o::;r;lh;  complamts  tothe  ...of  Can«da.or  court  of  Franc,  they 
...M.  „.  1..0.  -.«■«-- 'i.nllv  out  an  end  to  that  Trade. 

Witt  at  '■•"» .■    » 
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The  French  have  Priests  amon^  the  several  Nations  in  amity  with  them,  ns  well  as  Smiths 
and  Iraders,  who,  by  presents,  with  which  they  are  furnished  out  of  the  King's  Stores  and  by 
other  artifices  endeavour  to  gain  the  a(r..tions  of  the  Indians,  and  infuse  prejudices  to  the 
i.nglish.  The  [-rench  Emissaries  are  often  among  the  Six  Nations,  and  some  of  them  Trade 
a.T,ong  them,  tho'  they  have  not  been  able  to  settle  any  Priests  anywhere  in  the  Villages  of 
the  S.x  Nations ;  many  of  these  Priests  are  for  the  most  part  engaged  at  a  cheap  easy  rate, 
by  a  sp.nt  of  Enthusiasm,  and  others  by  hope  of  preferment.  One  lately  tryed  to  have 
admission  at  Onondaga,  but  he  could  not  obtain  it.  This  Man  is  now  settled  at  Kadarachqui 
River  near  where  it  comes  from  the  lake  of  the  same  name ;  his  residence  being  near  the  fL 
Nations  and  not  far  from  Oswego,  he  tries  all  means  to  draw  the  Indians  to  hhn,  and  to  gain 
their  affections,  by  distributing  large  presents  among  them,  and  other  artifices,  for  which 
purpose  he  is  not  only  liberally  supplied  from  the  King's  stores,  but,  it  is  said,  that  he  is  a 

had  of  Im  r'    r    r        ''"'"'  ^"'^  ^'  '°'''''''  ''  *^«  «"•"«  »^«'  °"  the  promise  he  has 
had  of  a  Bishoprick,  after  some  certain  time  of  service  among  the  Indians 

The  great  advantage  the  English  have  over  the  French,  is  their  being  able  to  furnish  the 
Indians  with  goods  at  a  cheaper  Rate,  than  the  French  can,  to  remove  this  disadvantage  as 
much  as  possible  the  French  Officer  at  Oniagara  has  orders  to  sell  goods,  as  cheap  or  cheaper, 
than  IS  done  at  Oswego,  tho'  it  should  be  done  with  the  loss  of  30000  Livres  a  year  which  he 
18  promise.!  shall  be  recompensed  out  of  the  King's  stores,  or  from  the  Treasury. 
.       The  Indians,  who  trade  at  Oswego,  generally  pass  by  Oniagara;  the  French  hope  that  if 
they  can  once  perswade  the  Indians  that  they  sell  as  cheap  or  cheaper  than  the  English,  the 
grand  objection  which  the  Indians  make  to  their  erecting  fortifyed  Trading  houses  will   be 
removed      And  ,f  they  can  be  once  well  secured  l.y  fortifications,  at  all  the  passes  between  tho 
Lakes,  they  can  then  speak  in  a  different  tone  to  the  Indians,  and  by  force  prevent  their  going 
to  Trade  anywhere  but  with  them.     The  French  have  already  a  Fort  and  a  settlement  of 
French  Farmers  sufticent  to  supply  themselves  with  provisions  at  a  place  called  Detroit,  between 
lake  Ene  and  the  lake  of  the  Hurons ;  but  the  Five  Nations  would  never  suffer  any  Fortifications, 
at  the  Straits  l».tween  Lake  Erie  and  Kadarachqui  Lake,  till  since  Queen  Annes  War.  the 
t  rench  have  obtained  leave  to  build  a  Store  house,  to  save  their  goods  in  transportation  over 
the  pas3.  between  the  Lakes,  which  they  have  insesibly  fortifyed  ;  but  now  they  are  attempting 
a  F  ortihcation  of  a  different  kind,  which  if  they  can  accomplish  and  finish,  as  it  is  projecte.C 
wil!  be  of  great  consequence,  not  only  as  it  will  keep  the  Six  Nations,  at  all  times  in  awe,  but 
intercept  all  the  In.l.ans  to  the  westward  of  it,  an.l  where  the  great  Beaver  hunting  is,  in  their 
way  to  trade  with  the  English.     Besides  these  Forts,  the  French  keep  a  ..nail  armed  Sloop  on 
Cadarachqu,    Lake  which  may  be  of  great  consequence  in  preventing  trade  with   Oswego. 
Ihe  S.x  Nations  in  general  are  very  sensible,  how  much  their  liberty  will  be  affected  by  these 
forts,  and  are  much  displeased  with  them,  tho'  the  French  by  presents  and  other  Artifices  gain 
Bome   partcuiar   Indians  to  favour   their  designs.     The   Indians  would   gladly  prevent   the 
I.n  ding  o    these  Ports,  but  they  have  such  an  opinion  of  the  French  power  and  good  policy, 
that  they  dare  not  attempt  any  thing  of  themselves  by  force,  while  they  can  not  depend  on 
being  effec  ua  ly  supported  by  the  English,  which  our  conduct  of  late  has  given  them  too  good 
reason  to  doubt  of.  * 

The  English  only  complain  and  expostulate  with  the  OoV  of  Canada  or  the  Court  of  France; 

he  !■  rench  g,v,.  „,„„«,„g  „r  evasive  answers,  but  still  go  on  with  their  works,  and  in  pursuing 
their  grand  design,  till  they  shall  have  brought  their  work  to  such  perfection,  that  they  can 
without  fear  avow  their  Intention. 
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„y  „„e  Counci,,  and  „o  "P™" j;;,*;™^      "J/X^C  .l^^^^^^  ha>f  th/expenCh. 

the  same  time  it  is  cerlatnly  true,  thattliey  ao  periorm 

'"Cu;.  h„-y  ,.,b.,..y  opinion  of  w^"  ""^.^tTrnX^clrJ:  ^0!^:: 
.he  K*n.y  or  ..e  .ndiao  Nation,  '■"-'y '" ^'^ ,^  „  „'=;t  An'.^c.;  anJ  defea.  the 
in«re.l  and  trade  antong  them  and  all  the  ""  «;  "'"'^  ^,  ,„„,  ;„  ,|,.  fi„,  place  neceeeary, 
deeignsolthe  French  to  our  prejnd>ee.  f""'"'" '"'P™'"  „  '  |„ji,„  Trade,  for  since  the 
,0  take  oBT  all  dalle,  and  Impo.t.,  from  the  good.  u,ed  m  *«J"J^™  ^         ,^  ,^^  |„ji,„, 

-''r^"t:rci:.::f::^e'ie"i:;:;d :.  oitt;.;:;,' ot:"i.t\^re.t  mea.n.  ^ 

„,th  good,  at  a  «I«»P".'""-  '"«  '  ^    »       „,„,,  i„  eollecting  tho.e  duties,  the  trade  ,.  mnch 
ZCretr  f:  ra":;lrer^^irr™:d  and  the  kna.i.h  part  of  the  Trader.,  ge,  advantage 

°'l:z'::  law  ought  to  he  p...ed,  »-'''*y„:5;;:f;r' r.^t^TiTrinZ.^^ 

Ju.tice  done  them  'P-Ji'^' ''? '-''"7,';       Ji  o  a      U  a    ted  with   he  Indian,  and  the 

xt:,!:x:— t.  "rjirs  r  ,:=:  the  t.iii„g  > ,.,  ,n  .ide„ce, 

be  managed  l.y  one  single  person  ot  suthc.ent  ab.l.  y,  »«^"    ;;^  •^'  ^,^  ^,,^,^^,  ,„,, 

,.„  not  be  allowed  to  '^^J;;  7^«  :^,.  ^^  a  :!rt./th:  private  views,  the 
negligences  .n  ^^^'^^^^^^'Z'v^^.u.  their  own  trade,  and  to  lay  the  o.her 
Commissioners  of  Indian  Atta.rs  nave  """I  .  .„„^r1  of  the  trade  raises  perpetual  jealousies 
traders  under  diitteuUies  an.!  disadvantages,   ^i-  [ -^  -]  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^  ^J,,,,^  ,he 

among  the  people  employed  in  it.  ""^   ''^7;«:;^^'   '    ;;    ^'^^^^^^  can  be  given,  and 

Commissioners  into  contempt  among  the  Indians.  -'  y  ^;'^^  ;;'  j^  ^„^  ,,,,,,,  I,  ,huses 
are  well  known  to  all.  who  have  any  knowledge  of  '^^Jl^  ,  ,he  affections 

,  Tra..  be  not  e-u^'-y  P^^'^;^  ^  t';:-:^;  anointing  some  single 
of  the  Indians.      Iho.e  abu.i!  can   no        j   ,„',„,,, h.  l„i„,ie,  which  the  Indian,  receive, 

p,„on  of  sufficient  nhility,  and  "''l!  «";;'' J  »'';,'  .''''ha.e  an  allowance  sufficient 
,,,,d  to  prevent  their  rece,v,„g  the  hke  lor   hfu,  an  t  ^^  ^^^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^ 

,0   encourage    a  (len.lcn.an    „ly  1-  ■«'■';    ,  "    "   ,,  ,..„„  .hat  can  he  foun.l  for 

::;;::r;:s::;;,i  ::::v;:i:;i::::;;:;:t..:".  -»! -- • '-  -  --"  -''°"" 

upon  any  emergeney  aa.l  »' 7»;7;;;:;;i;'^;;;';:,,„,y  ,„..„,,„.  settled,  in  a.  many  places.  .. 

No  doubt  it  w.ll  he  of  g  ea    """■";;'",  ,.„^,.,.     „  ,,  ,„  be  hoped  the  Socic.ys  in 

.here  can  he  re,|„i«.t,-  lund.    uund  '''7'"'"    ",,.,,      „  f„,,^„  |,;,„.,  will  contribute 

Hngl»u.l  f. ■■«»■;"«  •';:/  hT,:'  ,u        «      .:^  the  choiJ  of  ,hc  petsons.  they 

;:::r'be"X;''r:i",:  LlctToirTlM^-periutel,, t  of  ln,lia„  AH-alr.  and  correspond 
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and  Trade  amon&  the  Indians,  if  the  designs  and  enterprises  of  the  French  were  not  at  the 
same  time  to  be  guarded  against.  For  this  purpose  I  am  of  opinion,  the  building  a  S'oop  of 
Force  at  Oswego,  in  order  to  cruise  the  whole  summer  on  Cadarachqui  Lake,  would  be  of  great 
use  because  all  the  Indians  or  Traders  who  go  or  come  from  the  Indian  Nations  to  the 
Westward,  and  all  the  Fur  Trade  passes  through  this  Lake.  This  vessel  may  carry  goods  to 
several  parts  round  this  Lake,  at  stated  times,  at  which  time  the  Indians  living  round  the  Lake 
and  at  a  distance  from  it  may  come  by  appointment  or  advice  to  purchase  those  goods  at  the 
cheapest  rates.  She  ought  to  be  of  such  force  as  to  be  under  no  apprehensions  from  the  small 
Sloop,  which  the  French  have  on  the  same  lake.  This  I  hinted  to  M'  Clark  several  years 
mnce,  and  I  was  told  he  proposed  it  to  the  Boa.d  of  Trade;  I  have  since  often  heard  your 
Excell«^'  mention  it  as  a  thing  you  thought  would  be  of  great  use.  ^ext,  to  make  a 
settlement  and  some  kind  of  fortification  at  Irondequat,  which  is  on  Cadarachqui  Lake  about 
half  way  between  Oswego  and  Oniagara,  where  the  French  are  now  building  their'  Fort  • 
this  has  likewise  been  long  thought  of,  as  the  Land  there  is  very  good  and  fit  for  a  settlement' 
and  has  been  purchased  of  the  Indians  for  that  purpose.  The  uses  of  this  Fort  and  settlement 
are  :  first  that  it  xt  the  pass  from  Canada  to  the  Senecas  Country;  secondly,  that  in  case  the 
French  obstructed  the  passage  at  Oniagara,  the  Indians  by  making  a  circuit  within  land,  could 
come  to  tins  place  to  Trade;  thirdly,  it  may  be  very  convenient  on  many  occasions  as  a 
harbour  for  the  sloop  proposed  to  be  built  on  the  Lake  Cadarachqui ;  4"^  if  we  do  not  take 
possession  of  it,  the  French  will,  which  they  have  again  and  again  attempted ;  and  lastly,  in 
case  of  War,  it  will  be  of  great  use  in  securing  the  fidelity  of  the  Cayugas  and  Senecas  and 
neighbouring  Nations,  and  a  necessary  step,  if  any  design  should  be  formed  against  the  French 
Fort  at  Oniagara.  The  Sloops  being  first  built,  would  much  facilitate  the  Settlement  at 
Irondequat ;  these  things  are  all,  that  I  think  necessary  and  practicable  at  this  time.  It  remains 
only  to  show,  how  a  Fund  may  be  found,  for  the  necessary  Expence  attending  these  services, 
proposed  to  be  done. 

This  I  think  may  be  done  by  a  duty  on  all  Wines  and  Spirits,  imported  into,  or  made  in 
any  of  the  Colonies  of  North  America,  and  I  am  persuaded  it  will  be  sufficient  for  all  the 
purpose  before  proposed,  if  the  same  be  duly  Collected.  It  can  be  no  prejudice  to  Trade,  as  it 
is  general  on  all  the  Colonies,  wnereas  now,  a  duty  is  laid  on  Spirits  in  some  of  the  Colonies, 
while  others  are  free,  which  lays  the  one  under  disadvantage  in  their  Trade,  from  which  the 
others  are  free;  but  in  this  case,  all  being  equal,  it  must  fall  on  the  Consumers,  on  whom  it 
can  not  be  a  hardship,  or  if  they  think  it  hard,  may  forbear  the  use  of  those  liquors.  So  far 
as  I  can  apprehend,  it  can  be  of  no  disadvantage  to  Trade,  except  in  one  instance,  viz'  in  the 
exportation  of  Spirits  from  North  America  to  the  Coast  of  Africa,  for  purchasing  of  Slaves,  in 
which  case,  if  thought  necessary,  the  duty  may  be  drawn  back;  40  shillings  on  every  pipe  of 
Wine,  and  three  pence  sterling  on  every  gallon  of  Spirits  may  be  sufficient  (see  the  Custom 
house  books).  It  is  true  that  Spirits  make  a  considerable  part  of  the  Trade  with  the  Indians, 
but  if  It  be  considered  that  there  is  now  a  duty  of  one  shilling  a  (iailon  on  all  Rum  sold  at 
Oswego  or  to  our  Indians  to  the  Westward  of  Albany,  for  the  support  of  that  Garrison,  and 
notwithstanding  of  this  we  can  undersell  the  French  in  this  article,  it  may  be  presumed  that 
the  duty  of  three  pence  p'  gallon  can  not  hurt  the  Trade  with  the  Indians,  more  especially, 
when  this  Trade  is  to  be  freed  from  all  other  imposts,  and  the  Traders  from  many  difficulties 
they  now  labour  under.  As  this  duty  is  proposed  to  be  general  over  all  the  Colonies,  it  must 
Vol.  VI.  94 
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be  imposei  by  Act  of  Parliament,  because  it  would  be  a  most  vain  imagination  to  expect,  that 

the  French  to  our  prejudice.     One   thing  remains  further  to  ^«  -"^'^^f '    V^^^,^," 
frontiers  from  the  incursions  of  the  French  Indians  in  case  of  a  future  War.     If  what  1  have 
del  P  OP  s  d  to  be  immediately  put  in  execution,  it  will  in  a  great  measure  secure  the 
C    o  fes^flsuch  like  attempts,  because  in  such  case,  the  French  will  have  too  -ch  to  f 
wlntonlv  to  provoke  us,  by  the  incursions  of  a  few  Indians,  that  m  such  case  w.  I  be  under 
Thei   direction      But  no  withstanding  of  this,  it  would  be  imprudent  not  to  take  what  care  w 
an  agls    the  dangers,  and  the  time  of  peace,  is  the  only  proper  time  to  do  U;  m  t  me  oi 
War  we  shall  have  too  many  things  on  our  hands,  and  a  great  expence  otherwise  ""-oidable 
We  may  lean  from  our  natural  inemies.  the  French  of  Canada  what  .s  proper  to  be  dcnie 
alsoon'as  a  peace  is  concluded,  they  begin  to  take  all  the  necessary  precaut.ons  for  the. 

^^Th:^:!:!:F::^:C^:^'^:int  is  of  ntt.  consequence.  .3  to  Trade,  only  so  f^    U^U 
puts  t  in   h    power  of  the  French  to  encourage  or  stop  the  Tr.de  between  Albany  and  Canada 
at  th    r  pi      ure,  as  they  shall,  under  a  change  of  circumstances,  think  it  n.ost  for  the.r  benefit. 
Bu  ta    r   rC  t  would'  be  most  for  their'  British  Interest  to  have  that  Trade  e"  .rely  s  op  ; 
7am  unde    no  concern,  for  what  difficulties  it  may  be  laid  under;  perhaps  th.s  Irade  alone 

IZr^ZZ.^:  in  the  French  Interest,  by  the  P-'L^'-^^-^f -^/j:^^,;  Tiv'ed^f 
the  common  carryers  between  the  Dutch  at  Albany  and  the  French.     If  they  were  deprived 
h  SB      tit  tley  would  find  it  for  their  interest  to  return  to  the  Five  Nations,  from  whom  th  y 

Ca  .ad  g''  "cursions  from  New  York  and  New  England,  and  to  make  mcurs.ons  rom  he  Ke 
on  Lse  Provinces,  and  therefore  it  becomes  necessary  to  have  one  or  more  Lcvrts  at  th  s  pa  s, 
on  those  l  rovintes,  likewise  prevent  any  common  trade  with  Canada, 

to  prevent  those  incursions,  and  which  may  likewise  preveiu  n  y  u-ifUl.  roloni-a 

which  hereafter  may  be  thought  prejudicial  to  the  safely  or  interest  of  the  Br  t  si,  Colcn.ts 
I      he  e  Fo  tswTll'be  a  security  to  all  the  Northern  Colonies,  the  «xpence  ot  building  and 

X;o::;them  ought  to ..  i,....  ---^-^2- ;;i:Lr:n^^ 
^S'^h:-::tei:ri:a;:rr^ 

X        Bu      om  what  has  been  perpetually  observed  on  this  head,  in  all  t-"-  P-  '  ;     - 
charge,     n  Colonies  will  contribute  to  this  charge  in  such  proportion  as 

iroT'V  Z  do"..  r;„.yt:;o"„io„,  o.„er«i..,.h.„  b,  ^-.s  co-r-^W  .0  U  >.y  .on,e, 

""Srit^af'hn.  run  ou.  in,o  «  „,uch  grc,,er  length  tl,„n  >  in,™dcd  or  .xpec.ed  ,.,  waul._ 
bu!  ::it""e  iLl  ,„,.  ExccU"  m„,  ..e.ign  i.  fo,  .1,0  u»  o<  .1,0..  »l.o  ."ob.bly  .re  „„.  .o 

'  ,S.c.  tilt.  —  Ki>. 
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conversant  in  the  Indian  affairs,  I  thought  it  necessary  to  give  a  circumstancial  account  of 
them,  which  is,  however,  humbly  submitted  to  your  Excell'=J"  correction,  Judgement  and 
experience  in  those  affairs  by  —  Sir, 

Your  Excell"'''  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  servant 
New  York  August  8,  1751.  Cadwallader  Golden 


*  I  ■  >  1 1  » 


Goverjior  Clinton  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[New- York  Popere,  Bundle  II.,  No.  11.) 

,,    ,      ,  New  York.  5  Novemb'  1751. 

My  Lords, 

As  it  is  expected,  that  the  Proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania  may  make  application  for  an  order, 
to  put  a  stop  to  any  grants  of  lands  in  tiiis  Province  to  the  Northward  boundary  of 
Pennsylvania,  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  inclose  a  copy  of  the  Lieut'  Cover' of  Pennsy.vania's 
letter  to  me  on  that  subject,  together  with  the  opinion  of  the  Council  of  this  Province  thereon. 
I  shall  only  add,  that  there  is  a  large  Tract  of  vacant  Land  in  this  Province  to  the  Northward 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  any  order  to  stop  the  grant  thereof  (till  that  Northern  boundary  be 
fixed)  maybe  a  prejudice  to  the  peopling  and  cultiva'ing  of  this  Province,  and  likewise  a 
prejudice  to  His  Maj'>''  Revenue,  by  his  Quit  rents,  unless  care  be  taken  at  the  same  time  that 
tlie  necessary  expence  be  provided  for  ascertaining  of  that  line  without  delay. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  LordPi-'  Secretary's  letter  dated 
July  the  S'"  1751.  (with  the  Three  Acts  of  Parliam'  relating  to  the  British  Plantations 
enclosed)  and  shall  govern  myself  accordingly  in  the  several  ma.ters  therein  contained. 

In  eight  or  ten  days  I  expect  another  Vessel  will  sail  for  England,  and  as  the  Assembly  of 
this  Province  is  now  sitting,  I  purpose  to  do  myself  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lord^P*  an 
account  of  their  proceedings. 

I  am  w  ,n  very  great  respect 
My  Lords, 

Your  LordPi"  most  obedient  and 

very  humble  servant, 

G  Clinton. 


(copy). 


Sir. 


(rovei^nor  Hamilton  to   Governor  Clinton. 

(  Ntw-Tnrk  Papen,  BuuJIe  II,,  No.  18.  ] 

Philadelphia.  13.  Sept'  1751. 


I  was  prevented  by  indisposition  from  acknowledging  the  Receipt  of  your  ExcelK"  letter,  of 
the  la"-  of  August,  with  the  intellii;ence  thai  accompanied  it,  relating  to  the  French  designs 
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upon  Ohio.  As  our  Assembly  was  then  sitting.  [I]  immediately  laid  it  before  them  for  their 
con  deration,  tho'  at  the  same  time  I  had  no  reason  to  expect,  they  would  adv.se  the  taking 
any  vigorous  Measures,  to  oppose  the  execution  of  the  French  scl>emes  so  that  I  w- -J  a  ^j^ 
disappointed,  when  they  let  me  know,  that  at  present  they  d.d  not  mchne  to  do  any  thmg  m 

'^^Thf  Gov^  of  Canada's  letter  of  which  you  are  pleased  to  inclose  me  a  copy  in  yours  of  the 
second  ?ns  ant  is  indeed  a  singular  piece  of  argumentation ;  but  though  Ins  reasomngs  are 
very  X  e  false,  as  might  be  easily  proved,  yet  I  think  it  will  be  to  no  P-P-;  «  "f^ 
fZI  since  little  regard  will  probably  be  had  to  any  thing  that  can  be  said  on  this  s.de  the 
Wat  ;  arthe  eTre  v"ry  glad  you  have  been  able  to  furnish  his  Maj.^'-  Ministers  wUh  so 
elt;  a  delnu  f  the^French!  upon  that  head,  that  they  may,  if  they  think  jt  adv.seable 
"take  proper  measures  to  prevent  the  consequences  likely  to  ensue  from  Counts  founded  on 
oiiph  manifest  contradictions  to  Treaties.  . ,      j         ^„ 

Wha  m  now  about  to  represent  to  your  Excelled,  will  I  hope  be  -ns.  e^d  -  my 

indTspensible  duty  to  the  Proprietaries  of  this  Province,  whose  mterests.  .f  my  >nf«-'-"on  be 
tru      may   be  very  much  affected,   by  the  proceedings  of  Coll:  Johnson   and   some   othe 
G     't'emen  in  your  Govern.,  who  I  am  told  have  obtained  a  warrant  for  laying  out  a  very  large 
frac   0    Land   more  than  one  hundred  thousand  acres,  on  the  East  branch  of  Susquehannah 
R  V  r  to  ato'in  tl     1  ne  of  this  Province.     Now.  as  the  Northern  boundary  of  Penn.lvama  .s 
nnlvPt  fixed  those  Gentlemen  for  want  of  due  information,  may  probably  by  virtue  of  this 
War'rlnt  sur;  7  ands  wit^^in  our  Province,  which  may  hereafter  occasion  disputes  between 
rrpealwTf  settlements  should  be  made  upon  them.     With  a  view  therefore  of  avo.d.ng 
:  ;  y  th    g  of  that  kind.  1  should  be  much  obliged  to  yourExcell ^o  B.gn.fy  to  the  ^^enUe 
InZrned  in  that  Grant,  that  I  will  advise  the  Proprietaries  of  it,  by  the  next  conveyance,  that 
f  tr/v  P  el  t  ey  may     ke  immediate  measures  for  settling  their  Northern  boun  ary  w.th 
L  C  ow n.     S u^a ^tJp  which  it  is  the  Proprietaries  interest  to  take,  wilp-  the  boun  ary 
Zt  of  dispute  and  then  these  Gentlemen  or  any  others  concerned  ,n  grants  of  land,  will  be 
rndernrJiXury  where  to  locate  their  Warrants,  but  till  that  be  done,  it  appears  to  me.  they 

^  a::"  iS;':!?  m;  rS.idtrlse  O...,  and  Ibr  their  farther  in^rmation.  I  beg  l^ve 
to  tqu         you7Excel'^  L  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  by  the  Royal  Patent,  ,s  to  conta 
all  tlndl  within  five  degrees  of  West  Longitude,  from  the  River   Delaware,  wh.ch  .s  the 
F  s  tn   bo  ndary  thereof  f  and  three  degrees  of  Latitude,  beginning  at  a  c.rcle  drawn  a 
;  miles  disfance.  Northward   and  Westward,  iron,  the  '^^^'"''1'^^       7Ztl' 

bo  nded  by  that  circle,  till  it  intersects  a  line  running  due  West  from  the  Town  of  Newcast  I. 
a      by  that  line  continued  due  West  to  the  limits  oi  Longitude  above  ment.oned.  wh.ch 
orthe  said  circle,  and  due  west  line,  is  to  be  the  south  boundary  of  the  sa.d  provu>ce.  so   h.  t 
t  i   of  mUe  imp  rt  in  what  degree  of  latitude  that  part  of  the  said  circle  and  West  Ime   a  1. 
or  what  it  is  supposed  to  be  in  the  patent,  since  Newcastle  is  a  certam  determ.ned  p 
tatil  given  and  fixed  in  the  patent,  from  whence  and  not  iron,  any  nnag.nary  po.nt  o    Inn 
Te  h  avens.  the  three  degrees  of  latitude  are  to  be  measured.     If  these  ^-'temen    here    re 
wllconsiJe     how  far  three  degrees  of  latitude  to  be  measured  from   Newcastle  w,ll  extend 
Tperhaps  not  short  of  the  latitude  of  Albany)  they  will  be  the  better  able  to  judge  how  to 
kp^n  their  survey  clear  of  this  provMve.  ,     ■      ,     i    „:„ 

I.  ve  not  go  e  into  this  account  of  the  Bounds  of  Pennsylvania  with  any  des.gn  to  b  g 
a  dispute,  but  merely  with  a  view  to  apprise  your  Excell.^  and  the  Warrantee.,  of  the  l.ght  ,n 
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which  the  boundaries  of  this  Province  are  considered  here.  And  that  in  my  opinion  it  would 
be  for  the  interest  of  the  parties,  that  our  proprietaries  should  first  be  made  acquainted  with 
their  Grant,  before  they  put  themselves  to  any  considerable  expence  about  it,  in  order  that 
they  may  take  measuies  with  the  Crown,  to  ascertain  their  Northern  boundary.  But  if  the 
lands  should  be  actually  located,  and  there  should  be  reason  to  think  any  part  of  the  survey 
comes  within  the  line  of  this  Province,  I  hope  Your  Excell"=J'  for  prevention  of  any  future 
disputes,  will  permit  the  Agents  of  the  Proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania  residing  here,  to  lodge 
a  Caveat  in  your  Land  Office,  against  the  acceptance  of  such  survey. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  your  Excell'=J'  for  the  care  you  have  always  taken  to  communicate  to  me 
whatever  has  appeared  to  you,  to  merit  the  attention  of  this  Govern*,  which  Indian  Affairs 
most  particularly  do.  And  shall  request  of  you  the  continuance  of  the  same  good  disposition. 
And  hoping  your  health  is  perfectly  reestablished  by  means  of  the  country  air,  I  have  the 
honour  to  subscribe  myself  with  very  great  regard. 

Sir, 
•  Your  Excell'*''  most  obedient 

humble  servant 

James  Hamilton. 


Governs  Clinlon  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  New>Tork  Papers,  Bundle  II.,  No.  15.  ] 

My  Lords, 

By  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford's  letter  of  the  lO""  June  last,  which  I  received  la*  of 
September,  I  am  acquainted  that  as  soon  as  the  lords  of  the  Privy  Council  shall  have  made 
their  report  en  the  state  of  this  Maj''*'  Province,  I  should  be  informed  of  the  steps  which  must 
be  taken  towards  remedying  the  evils  complained  of,  and  reducing  the  Province  into  a  proper 
state  of  order  and  obedience,  and  in  the  mean  time,  I  am  directed  to  use  my  endeavours,  that 
no  inconvenience  may  arise  to  His  Majesty's  service  by  this  delay.  I  put  off  the  meeting  of 
the  Assembly,  as  long  as  the  season  of  the  year  would  permit  in  hopes  of  receiving  those 
orders,  but  as  yet  I  have  received  none. 

When  the  Assembly  met,  there  was  not  one  farthing  remaining  that  could  by  the  Gov'  or 
Council  be  applied  for  the  Salaries  of  the  Officers  or  for  any  contingent  service,  nor  for  the 
expence  of  managing  the  Indian  Affairs  (see  Minutes  of  the  Assembly  N"  1.  2.  3.  fol :  3.  N»  4. 
fol.  9.)  at  a  time  when  the  French  Emissaries  are  endeavouring  by  all  means  and  at  any  very 
great  expence  to  withdraw  the  Indians  from  the  British  Interest,  as  by  the  Informations  I  sent 
your  LordPi",  will  fullj  appear. 

These  were  such  evident  inconveniences  to  His  Majf'  service,  that  I  concluded,  his  Grace's 
intention  was,  that  I  should  remedy  them  in  such  manner  as  was  in  my  power,  till  such  time 
as  particular  orders  should  come. 

All  my  friends  were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  Assembly  would  grant  no  support 
otherwise,  than  in  the  manner  they  had  done  for  some  years  past,  and  the  Council  thought  it 
would  be  of  the  least  inconvenience  to  His  Majf*  service  to  the  support  of  Govern'  to  be  made 
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in  the  manner  the  Assembly  could  be  persuaded  to  grant  it,  'till  such  time  as  these  new  orders 

should  come.  ,,  .     j      .»u     i. 

But  no  provision  for  the  expence  of  managing  the  Indian  Affairs  could  be  obtmned,  without 
my  consent  to  the  nomination,  by  the  Assembly  (see  Minutes  N"  6  and  7.).  This  was  a  new 
usurpation  on  the  Prerogative,  which  had  never  before  been  made,  and  to  which  1  could  not 
without  breach  of  Duty,  yield.  Besides  this,  I  had  another  strong  reason  not  to  comply  with 
this  demand.  There  is  a  very  pernicious  clandestine  Trade  carryed  on  between  the  City  ot 
Albany  and  Canada  (and  which  is  not  in  my  power  to  prevent)  by  which  the  French  are 
enabled  to  undersell  the  English  fair  Traders  among  the  Indians  (see  N»  6.).  by  reason  the 
goods  they  sell  to  the  Indians  are  subjected  to  heavy  duties,  for  the  support  of  the  Garrison 
and  Trading  house  at  Oswego.  By  this  advantage  in  Trade,  the  French  may  obtain  an 
influence  over  many  numerous  Nations,  destructive  of  the  British  Interest  among  them,  and 
thereby  render  the  safety  of  the  British  Colonies  on  the  Main  precarious,  and  I  was  well 
assured,  that  the  Assembly  designed  to  nominate  some  or  all  of  the  Persons  concerned  in  this 
pernicious  trade  to  be  Commissioners  for  managinf  the  Indian  Affairs.  These  Commiss"  when 
nominated  by  the  Assembly,  would  have  disregarded  any  orders  from  the  Gov'  or  Council, 
many  examples  of  such  disregard  may  be  given,  where  such  nomination  have  been  allowed  ot. 

I  likewise  by  Message  laid  before  the  Assembly  a  survey  taken  of  the  fortifyed  1  radmg 
house  at  Oswego,  whereby  it  appeared  that  the  house  was  in  a  ruinous  Condition,  and  not 
fit  to  save  the  Men  in  Garrison,  or  the  Stores  from  the  Rain  and  Weather,  the  Assembly 
notwithstanding  that  Message  made  no  provision  for  the  necessary  repairs. 

Several  persons  hnd  advanced,  by  my  orders  with  advice  of  Council,  sums  of  money  for  the 
contingent  services  of  the  Govern',  among  which  was  Coll:  Johnson,  who  had  advanced  a 
very  large  sum  for  the  Indian  affairs,  and  for  Messages  to  &  from  the  Gov'  of  Canada;  the 
Assembly  refused  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  these  debts,  without  assigning  any  reason  for 
this  their  refusal,  or  so  much  as  alleging  they  were  not  for  the  publick  service,  or  that  any  one 
article  in  their  accounts  was  an  overcharge  and  without  allowing  any  one  person  to  justity  the 
charge  by  them  made.  But  by  a  Bill  from  their  house,  which  they  sent  to  the  Coun.ul  lor 
concurrence,  they  directed  the  payment  of  many  sums  to  several  persons,  notwithstandmg  that 
the  accounts  by  which  these  sums  were  demanded  had  been  in  the  least  ever  communicated 
to  me,  or  certifyed  by  me  to  have  been  for  the  public  service.  When  that  Bill  came  before 
the  Council,  the  Council  desired  that  the  Assembly  would  communicate  to  them  the  Accounts 
and  their  Vouchers  (see  Minutes  of  Assembly  N"  8  fol :  41.)  for  which  these  sums  were  to 
be  paid,  which  the  Assembly  absolutely  refused  (see  minutes  of  Assembly  N"  9.). 

When  the  Council  observed,  near  the  close  of  the  session  that  the  Assembly  had  neglected 
to  provide  for  the  expence  of  managing  the  Indian  affairs  and  for  the  repairs  ot  the  Garrison  at 
Oswego,  they  passed  a  Bill  (see  Minutes  N"  11).  for  defraying  the  expence  necessary  for  these 
services,  out  of  the  money  raised  and  applyed  to  the  support  Govern',  and  send  it  to  the 
Assembly  for  their  concurrence,  which  the  Assembly  rejected  on  the  first  readmg  (^  l-i). 
which  occasioned  the  Council  to  make  those  resolves  (see  Minutes  N"  10).  It  is  to  be  observed 
tliat  the  moneys  granted  for  the  support  of  Governt.  are  applied  in  the  following  words :  "  Be 
"  it  enacted  by  the  same  authority  that  all  the  money  to  arise  by  this  act  shall  remain  in 
•'  the  Treasury  until  the  same  shall  be  applied  for  and  towards  the  support  of  this  Govern 
«'  by  Act  or  acts  of  the  General  Assembly  to  be  passed  lor  that  purpose  in  this  present  Session, 
«'  or  in  any  other  session  or  sessions  hereafter" — 
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From  the  whole  it  appears  that  the  Faction  in  this  Province  continue  resolute  in  pursuing 
the.r  scheme  of  assuming  the  whole  executive  powers  into  their  hands,  and  that  thevTrf 
willing  to  nsk  the  ruin  of  their  Country,  in  order  to  carry  their  purposes.  ^ 

Your  LordPP'  will  see,  how  necessary  it  is  to  expedite  the  orders  which  his  Grace  of  Bedford 
has  given  me  reason  to  expect  for  reducing  this  Prov«  into  order  and  obedience. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be  with  the  greatest  regard  — My  Lords, 

Your  LordPJ"  most  obedient 

19.  Nov  1751.  humble  servant 

G  Clinton. 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Earl  of  HoUemesse. 

[  New-Tork  Pupers.  ( 8.  P.  O. )  XI.,  22S.] 

My  Lord. 

I  hope  from  the  proceedings  in  the  last  sessions  of  the  Assembly  of  this  Province  (the 
particulars  of  which  are  sent  to  the  Board  of  Trade)  Your  LordP  will  perceive,  that  I  have 
proceeded  with  a  proper  moderation,  and  that  I  have  avoided  every  occasion  of  dispute  with 
the  Assembly,  tho'  again  &  again  attempted  by  them,  as  will  appear  by  their  addresses  as 
they  call  them,  at  the  opening  &  conclusion  of  the  Sessions.  The  address  of  the  Council  is  so 
full  and  plain  an  answer  to  the  Address  of  the  Assembly  of  the  SO'"  inst:,  that  i  hope  it 
is  needless  to  add  any  thing  to  it;  I  must  only  observe  that  M'  Chief  Justice  Delancev  and 
M'  Murray  did  not  attend  at  the  Council,  tho'  summoned  in  the  usual  manner. 

On  consideration  of  the  calumnies  and  aspe[r]sions  publickly  thrown  on  the  Governour  and 
the  other  officers  who   have   zealously  endevoured  to  serve  their  King  and  Country    they 
were  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  it  was  proper  for  me  to  show  some  resentment  to'  their 
proceedmgs,  by  dissolving  the  present  Assembly  even  tho'  it  should  happen  that  the  same  men 
were  to  be  chosen  again,  and  a  worse  can  not  happen,  nor  thoir  malice  can  not  be  greater' 
than  It  has  been,  and  is  still  at  this  present.     And  had  I  but  received  the  instructions  from' 
His  M.j'^  (m  pursuance  of  the  Lords  of  Trades  reports  in  Council)  relating  to  reducing  them 
to  order  and  obedience,  as  I  had  great  reason  to  expect  from  his  Grace  of  Bedford's  letter  to 
me  of  10"»  June  last,  I  make  no  doubt  but  the  next  choice,  might  have  been  supplyed  by  better 
men.     But  1  fear  the  delay  of  those  orders  may  be  prejudicial  to  my  earnest  endevours  to 
support  His  Maj'y  prerogative,  as  I  know  the  Faction  will  spare  no  pains  nor  money:  I  cannot 
mucli  depend  on  a  capricious  multitude. 

Your  Lordship  may  plainly  see  what  difference  there  is  in  the  proceedings  of  Council  now 
from  what  it  was,  when  the  Faction  had  the  majority  in  both  Council  and  Assembly  and  under 
what  d.fliculties  I  must  have  laboured  in  the  Administration,  while  the  joint  endevours  of 
both.  Council  and  Assembly  were  to  perplex  the  publick  alfairs;  and  that  at  a  time  when  this 
province  was  actually  involved  in  a  war  with  their  neighbours  the  French.  I  am  persuaded 
that  on  an  attentive  consideration  of  i'ublick  transactions  in  the  Govern',  your  LordP  will 


Hi 


752  NEW-YORK  COLONIAL  MANUSCRIPTS. 

greatest  respect 

Mv  Lord  ,    ,.     . 

Your  Lordships  most  obedient 

.    „      „    ,  and  most  humble  servant 

Fort  George  m  New  York  f  signed)        G.  Cunton 

SS'"  Nov'  1751.  ^    *       ' 

The  Right  Hon"'*  the  Earl  of  Holdernesa. 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  New- York  P»p«r«i  Bundle  II.,  No.  »!.] 

New  York.  25  Nov'  1751. 

'''lho"ptfrom..e  proceedings  in  the  last  sessions  of  the  Assembly  of  this  P-v'"-.  \w'" 
appear'^to  your  LordPP'.  that  I  have  proceeded  with  a  proper  moderation,  and  that  I  have 
avo  ded  eveToccasion  ;f  dispute  with  the  Assembly,  tho'  again  and  again  attemped  by  them, 
arwi  1  appea^r  by  their  address  (as  they  call  it)  at  the  opening  and  concluding  of  t  e  Sessions 
T  adTess  o'f  the  Council  is  so  plain  and  full  an  answer  to  the  address  of  the  Assembly  o 
the  20-  instant,  that  1  hope  it  is  needless  to  add  any  thing  to  it.  I  must  only  observe,  that  M' 
Chief  Jusule  Delancey  and  M'  Murray  did  not  attend  at  this  Council,  tho'  summoned  in  the 

""l trsriikewise  observe  that  the  Council,  thinking  it  not  proper  to  detain  the  Assembly  after 
all  b:siness  was  over  inadvertently  omitted  several  articles  in  the  ^^^^  ^J^^^^J^'tZ 
affairs,  which  would  have  encreased  the  deficiency  in  the  provision  made  for  those  affairs  m  the 
last  Six  years  to  at  least  500  pounds  more  than  what  they  have  calculated. 

On  consideration  of  the  calumnies  and  aspersions  publicly  thrown  by  the  Gov' and  other 
Officers  who  have  zealously  endeavoured  to  serve  their  King  and  Country,  they  were 
unanimously  of  opinion,  that  it  was  proper  for  me  to  shew  some  resentment  to  their  proceedings, 
by  disolving  the  present  Assembly,  even  tho'  it  should  happen,  that  the  same  men.  were  to  be 
chosen  again,  and  a  worse  can  not  happen,  nor  their  malice  can  not  be  greater,  that  it  has  been, 
and  is  sfill  t  this  present.  And  had  I  but  received  the  Instructions  from  his  Majesty  in 
Turs  ance  to  your  LordP-  report  in  Council  relating  to  reducing  them  to  of  ;  -^  obe'J--; 
as  I  had  great  reason  to  expect,  from  his  Grace  of  Bedford's  etter  to  me,  of  l"""  ^"1  f  Ir  t'J 
make  no  doubt,  but  the  next  choice  might  have  been  supplied  by  better  Men.  But  I  fear  the 
"elay  of  those  orders  may  be  prejudicial  to  my  earnest  endeavours  to  support  his  Maj- 
prerogative,  as  I  know  the  Faction  will  spare  no  pains  nor  money.  I  can  not  much  depend  on  a 

"'wL^-mfy* plainly  see  what  difference  there  is  in  the  proceedings  of  Council  now. 
from  what  it  was  when  the  Faction  had  the  majority  in  both.  Council  and  Assembly,  and 
under  what  difficulties  I  must  have  laboured  in  the  Administration  while  the  joint  endeavours 
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of  both,  Council  and  Assembly  were  to  perplex  the  public  affairs,  and  that  at  a  time,  when  this 
I  rovmce  was  actually  involved  in  a  war  with  their  neighbours  the  French.     I  am  persuaded 
that  on  an  attentive  consideration  of  publick  transactions  in  this  Govern*,  your  LordPP*  will 
without  d.fhculty,  perceive,  that  the  Faction  was  and  is  resolved  to  pursue  their  malicious 
purposed,'  tho'  it  were  at  the  risk  of  the  ruin  of  their  Country. 

My  Lords,  F  can  not  forbear  on  this  occasion  again  to  mention  M'  Colden's  services,  who,  in 
a  manner  a  one  formerly,  stood  by  me  against  the  malicious  efforts  of  the  Faction  in  both. 
Council  &  Assembly,  and  I  may  assure  your  LordPP-,  that  tho'  the  heads  of  the  Faction  have 
endeavoured  with  the  utmost  stretch  of  malice  to  calumniate  this  Gentleman's  character; 
whatever  may  be  the  eff^ects  of  the  endeavours  of  the  Faction  where  he  is  not  known,  I  am 
well  assured  that  his  character  stands  fair  in  the  opinion  of  the  people  in  general  of  this 
Provmce,  and  in  the  neighbouring  Colonies,  since  no  temptations  nor  discouragements  have 
made  him  swerve  from  his  duty  in  His  Majesty's  service,  in  which  he  has  been  now  above 
thirty  years.  I  niust  earnestly  recommend  him  to  His  Maj'^-  favour,  a  neglect  of  him  may  be 
of  prejudice  to  His  Maj'^-  service  hereafter,  not  only  as  it  must  discourage  him.  but  may 
intimidate  all  others  on  the  like  occasions.  - 1  am  with  very  great  respect 

My  Lords. 

Your  LordPP'  most  obedient 

humble  servant 

G.  CUNTON. 
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Lords  of  Trade  to  tlw  King. 

[  PlanlaUon  General  ( B.  T. ,  XLllI.,  884. ) 

To  the  Kings  Most  Excellent  Majesty 
May  it  please  Your  Majesty. 

In  obedience  to  Your  Majesty's  Order  in  Council  of  this  day's  date  containing  regulations 
with  respect  to  Your  Majesty's  Colonys  and  Plantations  in  America,  and  to  the  con.luct  of 
Governors  and  other  officers  there  ;  we  have  prepared  the  draughts  of  Additional  Instructions 
for  the  Governors  of  Your  Majesty's  said  Colonys  &  Plantations  conformal)le  to  Vour  Mi.jesty's 
said  order,  &  herewith  beg  leave  humbly  to  lay  the  same  before  Your  Majesty,  fbr  Your 
Majesty's  royal  approbation 

Which  is  most  humbly  Submitted 

F.  Fane 

ChA  :    ToWNSHEND 

Wl'itehall  Andrew  Stone* 

March  11.  1762.  j^.  Oswald. 


Dunk  Halifax 
J.  Pitt   " 
Ja'  Grenvillb 

DUPPLIN 


'  Sic.  purposes. 

•  Mr.  Ston,  wa.  originally  private  socroUry  to  the  D.ike  of  Newcastle,  .„d  in  1786  under  Secretary  of  State-  he  was 

Trir'rr.f  o'""'  ''7;«'';.^^;:''^'-  °f  ^'"=  '"^'■^  ■'"l-'-  ""■'"■■  -l  ">  '^'il.  o„  the  marriage  of  George  111.,  was  appointed 
Treasurer  to  the  Queen.     Ho  d.ed  in  1773.    >Ka/;,„V5  y^«er^  ( I'a.  ed. )  I.,  304.     Mote. -En. 
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Additional  InBtruction«  to  our  Trusty  and  Welbeloved  Henry  Grenville  Eeq' 
Our  Captain  General  and  Governor  in  Chief  in  and  over  our  Islands  of 
Barbados  S-  Lucia,  Dominico.  S'  Vincents.  Tobago.  &  the  rest  of  our 
Charibbee  Islands  lying  to  Windward  of  Guard.loupe  in  America ;  or  to  the 
Commander  in  Chief  of  our  said  Islands.  Given  at  our  Court  at  S'  Jamen 
the        day  of  March  1762  in  the  twenty  fiah  year  of  our  Reign. 

Whereas  the  Governors  of  such  of  our  Colonies  and  Plantations  in  America  as  are  more 
immedSy  under  our  Government  are.  in  particular  cases  as  well  as  in  general,  directed  and 
rrqu  red  by  our  Instructions  to  transmit  unto  us  by  one  of  our  Principal  Secretar.es  of  S  ate 
and       our 'commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations,  acoounu  from  t'- to  time  of  a^^^  the 
proceedings,  and  of  the  condition  of  affairs  within  their  respective  Governments;  And  Whereas 
U  doth  app  ar  to  Us  that  it  will  tend  to  the  benefit  of  our  said  Colonies  and  P'-ta  ons  the 
asa  andlnvenience  of  our  subjects,  and  the  greater  ^e^^^^-'J '^^I'Zlrl o.T^^^^^^^^^ 
the  correspondence  be  confined  to  &  pass  through  ;>.U  one  Channel.     »*  -;^^  ^^  ^^/J^^;; 
Will  and  Pleasure,  that  in  all  cases  wherein  by  our  Instructions  you  "^J^J^'^f  ^^^^  ^^^J  ^^^ 
any  particular  or  general  accounts  of  your  proceedings  or  of  matters  '^l"^;^  «;°;^^;7;;;; 
our    Islands    under    your  government,   you  do  for  the  future  transmi      he   same  to  our 
Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations  only,  in  order  that  they  may  be  laid  before  Us. 

Pr'id  d  nev    theless.  and  it  is  our  express  Will  and  Pleasure  that  whenever  any  occurrenc 
shal   happen  within  our  said  Islands  under  your  governm-  of  such  a  nature  and  ""P^J^tance  as 
mryreTuie  our  more  immediate  direction  by  one  of  our  Principal  ^e-tar^s  of  State^^  a 
also  upon  all  occasions  and  in  all  affairs  whereon  you  may  receive  our  "^^ers  by  one  of  our 
Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  you  shall  in  all  such  cases,  transmit  to  our  said  secretary  of 
Stite  only  an  account  of  all  such  occurrences  and  of  your  proceedings  relative  to  such  orders. 

N  B.  A  like  Instruction  mutatis  mutandis  was  sent  to  the  Governors  or  Commanders  in 

Chief  for  the  time  being  of  „i,„„^.„  n„» 

Leeward  Islands  Bahama  Virginia  Massachusets  Bay 

Jamaica  S- Carolina  New  York  New  Hampshire 

Bermuda  N°  Carolina  New  Jersey  Nova  Scotia. 


<    H     »    ■!    * 


Lords  cf  Trade  io  the  Con  mVfee  of  the  Privy  GcwmU. 

I  Plulatlou  Oeninl,  ( B.  T. )  XLIII.,  »!■  ] 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  of  the  Comn,ittee  of  His  Majesty's  most  Honourable 
Privy  Council  for  Plantation  Affairs. 

'*Pu';sutnt  to  Your  Lordships'  order  of  the  twenty  first  of  January  last,  we  ^^.^vYXtftiln! 
arLhts  of  Additional  Instructions  to  the  Governors  of  the  respective  Colonies  &  .Plantations 
i.   Anu-rica,  more  immediately  under  His  Majesty's  government,  directmg  them,  jointly  w„h 
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the  Councils  and  Assemblys,  to  revise  the  Laws  now  in  force  in  each  Province  or  Island,  and 
in  lieu  thereof  to  frame  and  pass  a  new  and  well  digested  body  of  laws,  taking  care  thai  a 
clause  be  inserted  in  each  law  to  prevent  its  taking  effect  untill  His  Majesty's  pleasure  can 
be  known. 

But  some  doubts  having  been  proposed  to  Us  with  respect  to  the  Crown's  giving  instructions 
to  the  Governor  or  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Pensylvania  regulating  the  manner  of  passing  laws 
in  that  Colony,  We  have  thought  it  necessary  to  take  the  opinion  of  His  Majesty's  \ttorney 
and  Sol.citor  General  thereupon,  and  as  soon  as  we  have  their  answer  we  shall  make  our 
report  to  your  Lordships. 

We  have  also  prepared  the  draughts  of  Instructions  to  the  Governors  of  such  of  the  Proprietary 
and  Charter  Governments,  as  are  not  required  by  their  Charters  to  transmit  their  laws, 
directing  them  to  transmit  a  true  and  authentick  copy  thereof;  in  order  that  they  may  be  laid 
before  His  Majesty  in  his  Privy  Council. 

Which  said  draughts  we  beg  leave  to  lay  before  Your  Lordships  for  Your  Lordships' 
approbation.     We  are,  My  Lords, 

Your  Lordships  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  Servants 

Dunk  Halifax 

J.  Pitt 

J.  Gkenvitxb. 

DUPPLIN 

F.  Fanb 

,„. .    ,   „  Cha'  Townshbnd 

Whitehall  . ,  „    o 

And:  Stone 

March  12.  1762.  J.Oswald. 


Imtruction  for  the  Revual  of  the  Laws. 

Additional  Instructions  to  our  Trusty  and  Weibeioved  Edward  Trelawny  Esq' 
our  Captain  General  and  Governor  in  Chief  in  and  over  our  Island  of 
Jamaica  and  other  the  territories  thereon  in  America ;  or  to  the  Commander 
in  Chief  of  our  said  Island  for  the  time  being.  Given  at  our  Court  at  S' 
James's  the        day  of  March  1762  in  the  twenty  fifth  year  of  our  Reign. 

Whereas  many  of  the  laws  heretofore  passed  in  our  Colonies  and  Plantations  in  America 
respectively  have  from  time  to  time,  been  either  entirely  or  in  part  repealed,  and  others  of 
them  are  expired  altered  amended  or  explained,  by  means  whereof  persons  not  well  acquainted 
with  the  said  laws  may  be  led  into  mistakes.  &  great  prejudice  and  inconvenience  may  arise 
to  our  service;  and  whereas  nothing  can  more  effectually  tend  to  promote  order  and  good 
government,  secure  the  properties  and  possessions  of  our  subjects  and  prevent  litigious 
controversies  and  disputes  than  a  clear  and  well  digested  body  of  Laws ;  Ft  is  therefore  our 
Will  and  Pleasure  and  you  are  hereby  required  and  directed,  jointly  with  our  Council  and 
Assembly  of  our  Island  of  Jamaica  under  your  government,  forthwith  to  consider  and  n-vise 
all  and  every  the  laws  statutes  and  ordinances  which  are  in  force  within  our  said  Island, 
excepting  only  such  as  relate  to  private  property,  or  are  otherwise  of  a  private  nature ;  and  in 
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of  such  new  body  of  bw.,  be  ,.»".J  -"''''"'  "°,  "„,;„,„„  maybe  kno»n  thereupon. 
...ferring  the  execution  .her.o  «n„ll  our  o,n  1  w.l  »■  P'™7; "' „^f  l„„.  .„„  ,„,  Wen 
Aua,.,.n.rfurU,erW«U„Hne-,.ure.h,.^^^^^^^^ 

:L"s:ro?i?"::aM,tCbrr  «•-  .r.  p.r..u,ur  --- r^-cis 

CommisBioners  for  Trade  and  PlantaUons,  in  order  to  be  laid  before  ub  7 

for  our  approbation  or  disallowance. 

A  like  Instruction,  mutatis  mutandis,  was  sent  to,  ^^^^^^^  ^^ 

.„     V    rt  Barbados 

Hen.  Grenv:lle  Lsq" _  Leew- Islands 

Will-  Matthew ..Bahamas 

J«hn  Tinker _     ^^^^^^^^ 

W"  r^PPl« .  S'Carolina 

W"  Glen..: .  N-Carolina 

Gab:   Johnston _   New  Jersey 

Jon"  Belcher  "_  New  York  ^ 

Hon.  Geo.  Clmton _     Massachusets' Bay. 

W-f^l^'-W : ..  New  Hampshire. 

Benning  Wentworth. 


Ihrl  of  Hohlernesse  to  the  Governors  in  America. 

(rinn'atlon  i\ewn\.  Paper.,  XV./O.  No.  lOT.] 


Whitehall  ao"-  March  1702 


Sir 


I   have   his   Majesty's  Connnands  to   transmit  to  you  the  Copy   of  an  Order  in  Council 

.ir.  rt.;:  ll  .....on ""--;;;:;--;;;:  ^x  ^='::^t"::;::" 

T  r    „ri        «  In.  .Iire.lln«  you  (or  ,h,.  future  to  ..hire,.  Vonr  l-tter.  to  thetr  T.or,  .b,,.. 
„,e  Kind's  pleasure  that  you  should  lor  .he   ''^''^'  '  j';;  'J'  '^,,  ^^  .,,,,,  „,„„,  „„y  arise 

„:;;: ::; '-r  r;r:r:;::r;i;:K;:uzr  ■;.  .t ....  - — «-• 

..„..  „..U„*„  ...  ......r-  C,„...,  t-r.  ....  .....  ..  A, ,..  .....  U  ■ "  •'  '"..".  '"  •^™  ■•"  '-"' 

i/,„„(,.,.\X  III.,  40.-1.1'. 
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within  the  district  of  Your  Government,  yon  sliould  forthwith  with  the  utmost  diligence  and 
exactitude,  transmit  an  account  thereof  to  one  of  His  Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State 
only;  And  you  are  in  such  case  to  follow  all  orders  and  Directions  which  His  Majesty  shall 
think  proper  to  direct  one  of  His  principal  Secretaries  of  State  to  transmit  to  you  in 
consequence  thereof. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant 
Governor  of  Pensilvania.  Holdernesse  ' 


Order  in  ConncU  re.9pecting  the  appointment  to  Offices  in  the  Colonies. 


[Plintallons  General.  Papere,  XV.,  O.  No.  107.] 

At  the  Court  at  Si.  James's  the  ll""  day  of  March  1752 


PUESENT — 


The  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty 


L*"  President 
L*"  Privy  Seal 
L"'  Chamberlain 
Duke  of  Athol 
Duke  of  Newcastle 
E'  of  Holdernesse 


F'  of  Jersey 

E'  of  Cholmondeiey 

E'  of  Biickingliamsh"^ 

E'  of  Harco'.rt 

L""  Berkeley  of  Straiten 

L''  Corn wal lis 


M--  S'  Chamberlain 
M'  Ch'  of  the  Excheq" 
L-"  Ch.  Justice  VVilles 
S'  John  llushout 
S'  John  Ligonier 
S'  George  Lee 


His  Majesty  having  taken  into  his  Consideration  the  flourishing  State  and  Condition  of  the 
Manufactures,  Trade  and  commerce  of  these   Kingdoms,  and  also  the  State  and  condition  of 

'  lloiiKBT  I)'.\iicT,  tlip  fourth  ntiil  In^t  Karl  of  Il.il.lortiedse,  snecced.-,!  to  liia  fatlipr'a  title  on  tlie  20lli  of  .rntmiirv,  1721.  N.  S., 
Biiil  wttn  loiistitutcl  l.or.i  LiiMileimnt  of  \\w  North  Ki.liii;,'  of  York-liire  in  Nov.,  1740.  lii  April,  17-11,  ho  wiis  ap|ioii,ti(l 
one  of  \.\w  l^ir<l»  of  \\\*  Miijent^'.i  liu.lchaMiln-r,  nn.l  in  17l:i.  was  |>r.'s.'iit  with  (ioor^'e  I.  nl  the  Imttle  of  Diite?ii;cn.  In  1744, 
he  WHH  ni'point.'il  AniKasHn.hir  Kstriionliimry  to  tlic  Kc|nililic  of  Vo  ii,e,  whi-re  he  ro:<itleJ  two  years,  lie  was  sent  Minister 
rU>ni|'otenliary  to  the  Slates  O 'neral  in  174'J,  iin<l  reinniiitMl  in  lloUand  until  Mny,  1751.  The  .Ministry  havinj?  broken  \i|)  in 
the  folloo'inK  raiinth,  "Impresario  llolilerness,"  as  Wulpole  calls  him,  Bueeeeiled  the  Duke  of  liedfor.l  as  Seoretiiry  of  .Stat.-, 
on  which  ocuanion  the  fuUowiiig  e|>i|;rum  was  put  in  vireulation ; 

*'  Ttislwv'p^y  will  n-tw  prevnil 
In  |>'i|itii's  IN  eerUiii) ; 
(*ln<e  l|..lili.rin'w,  wIim  KeU  the  IooIk, 
W  «•  hreil  heliHiil  llie  curluiu." 

He  nwi'il  hi«  nilvaneement  to  the  Weeretaryship  to  the  eireumslanec  of  lieing  one  of  tlie  Kinn's  favorites.  (  WnlUgrave  Mrm.) 
In  (tetoher,  of  the  same  y.ar,  he  was  sent  to  the  II  i.'ue  wiih  tellers  of  I'.in.Iolenee  on  the  .leeea^e  of  the  Stmliliohler,  and  in 
March,  17S'2,  was  appoint,-.!  one  of  llie  Loi ds  .lustif's  to  iidmmi-'ter  tlie  ijovernment  ilnrini{  the  Kinn's  alisenee.  When  it 
chBii(;c  of  Ministry  was  a;{itateil  in  1757,  the  Kiirl  of  Holderne«se  suddenly  resiifned  his  otliee,  but  in  less  than  a  fortnight  was 
gl«d  to  get  Imek.  HV/«i/f.  In  Mureh.  ITiil,  the  Kinn  ( say*  Walpole )  heinu;  tired  of  two  secrctnries,  of  which  one  would  <1o 
liotliiliit  nnd  t'other  oould  do  notliinif,  the  Kiirl  of  lIoMernesse's  resii^nafoii  was  puridmsed  hy  ft  pension  of  i'4(ii>0  n  vear,  Willi 
the  reversion  of  the  Cimpic  ports  for  life,  nnd  he  was  sueei'cded  hy  th.'  l-jirl  of  Hnte.  In  the  year  17411,  he  married  at  the 
Hague,  Mary  Doidih  t,  the  dauifhter  of  a  Dutch  Nolileiniii,  liy  whom  li,>  had  two  sons  nnd  one  ilaiii;hter,  l.ady  Anielin  D'Arey, 
who  married  in  177:1.  IVnn.  is  IJ.i  lolpliin.  Maiipiis  of  ('armarlln'ii,  nllirwards  Duke  of  L.m'Is,  fioni  vvlioio  Aw  •■|,ipi..|  with 
eaptuiii  J. dm  llyron,  fa  her  of  '  .'rd  llyroii  ihu  celelirnte.l  poet.  The  Knrl  of  Holdernesse  wni  •  very  eoiirtly  peer,  piou.l 
u(  hi*  rank,  formal,  hut  of  no  superior  tnlcnt.     Il«  died  in  the  year  177iJ,  when  the  title  became  extinct,  —  Ki>. 
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His  colonies  and  Plantations  in  America  and  elsewhere  ^^-^::i::^::^r::t;:^ 
commerce  as  to  their  civil  policy  and  governmen  .  ^^l^^^  J^^^^^^^ 
that  the  said  Colonies  and  Plantations  have  of  ^^^^ ^^L  ^^^^^^^^^  the  mutual 

his  Subjects  much  increased,  and  the  ^a-gation  of  these  K^^^^^^^^^^  ^^^ 

Intercourse  between  them  and  the  sa.d   Colomes   &   P'^"'^;  7'   ;"^'^^'[,„_„,ta 
Commerce  arising  tl,erefrom;  and  his  ^'^Jesty  bemg  sens.b  e  of  h  w^-^^^^^^^^^ 

Kingdoms    and  for  the  encouragement,  protection   and  Security  of  the   Said  Colomes  and 

to  te  Go  ernos" Lieutenant  Governors  &  other  Officers  &  Magistrates:  It  .s  therefore  hereby 
furthefo  d  ed  hatthe  said  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  &  Plantations  do  from  Ume  to 
^e  as  VacTncies  shall  happen  by  deaths  or  removals,  present  ^^^l^^^^;^ 
u-  A  I  oti„n  tliP  mmp  or  names  of  such  person  or  persons  as  the  said  Commissioners  irom 
t^     b'Tof  t le^rtdZ^^  «hall  think  duly  qualified  to  be  Governors  or 

the  best  of  their  J"^'g^"'^"^  ^  Council,  or  his  Council  at  Law,  or  Secretaries  in 

fh:"!^2T;;an    til  r/nd^^  present  to  his  Majesty  for  his  approbation,  the 

nam      of  a  1  ot,,'er  Officers  which  have  been,  or  may  be,  found  necessary  for  the  Administration 
otTusUce    and  the  Execution  of  Government  there,  excepting  only  sue     as  are,  or  may  be 
apponted  for  the  Direction  and  Regulation  of  his  Majesty's  Custonis  and  Revenues  and  such 
a    are  or  may  be,  under  the  Directions  and  Authority  of  the  Lords  Comm"  of  the  Admiralty  ; 
and  wCn"   y  pe  son  or  persons  shall  have  been  approved  by  His  Majesty  in  Council  or  any 
o    the  aboe^nentioned  Offices  the  said   Lords  Commissioners  shall  (unless  his  Maj-r  shall 
0  he  wis    di  e  0  prepare  and  make  out  proper  Draughts  of  such  Commissions   Warrants  or 
uTt  on     s  m  ly  b    thought  necessary  to  be  given  to  such  Officers,  in  order  to  be  laid  before  us 
M      St    i,"counciHor  his  Royal  Approbation,  and  when  any  person  or  persons  shall  be  presented 
?       s    1    es ty   o      ny  „f  the'other  offices  of  an  inferior  nature  not  judged  necessary  to     e   aid 
befo'^H        a  esty  in  Council,  and  yet  shall  have  otherwise  received  h.s  M.yts  appro^,at,on 
the  s.idTods  Commissioners  shall  in  those  cases  (unless  His  Majes.y  shall  otherwise  Direct) 
pr  Z  >md  m^^^^  out  proper  Draughts  of  Commissions  and  Warrants  necessary  to  be  given  to 

America  more  immediately  un.ler  His  Ma"'  (Jovernment,  are,  in  particular  cas.s.  as  n^«-1' •'    <" 

.1    directed  hv  his  Mniesty's  Instructions  to  transmit  unto  his  Majesty,  by  one  ol  H., 

^;;:     ;,t^.rX  tr^aHd  .«  tl.  commissioners  .or  Trade  &  P....ati«ns. .count. 

pnn.ipai  .  t  re  ir  proceediurfs,  and  of  the  condition   of  alia. rs   within   tlu'.r 
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and  convenience  of  His  MaJ"  Subjects,  and  the  greater  regularity  and  dispatcli  of  Business,  if 
the  correspondence  be  confined  to,  and  pass  through,  but  one  channel ;  It  is  therefore  further 
Ordered  that  the  said  Lords  Commiss"  do  prepare  the  Draught  of  an  Additional  Instruction 
to  be  sent  to  the  Governors  of  all  his  Majesty's  said  Colonies  and  Plantations  respectively 
signifying  His  Majesty's  pleasure  that  in  all  cases  wherein  by  His  Majesty's  Instructions  they 
are  directed  to  transmit  any  particular,  or  general  accounts  of  their  Proceedings,  or  of  matters 
relative  to  their  Governments,  they  do,  for  the  future,  transmit  the  same  to  the  Lords  Comm" 
for  Trade  &  Plantations  only,  in  order  that  they  may  be  laid  before  His  Majesty,  provided 
nevertheless  that  whenever  any  occurrences  shall  happen  within  their  respective  Governments, 
ot  such  a  nature  and  Importance  as  may  require  his  Majesty's  more  immediate  Directions  by 
one  of  His  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  and  also  upon  all  occasions,  and  in  all  affairs, 
whereon  they  may  receive  his  Majesty's  orders,  by  one  of  his  principal  Secretaries  of  State, 
the  said  Governors  shall  in  all  such  cases,  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  State  only,  an  account 
of  such  occurrencys,  and  of  their  proceedings  relative  to  such  orders,  and  it  is  hereby  further 
ordered  that  a  Copy  of  this  order  be  transmitted  to  the  said  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade 
&  Plantations,  to  be  entered  upon  the  Books  of  the  Plantation  Office,  and  that  the  said 
Commissioners  do  likewise  transmit  copies  thereof  to  the  Governors  of  His  Majesty's 
Colonies  and  Plantations  respectively  to  the  End  that  all  persons  concerned  may  govern 
themselves  accordingly. 

W.  Sharpe. 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  New-Tork  Ptprn,  Buo<II*  li.,  Ho.  28. ) 

My  Lords,  New  York,  8.  April  1752. 

1  have  by  several  letters  informed  the  Duke  of  Bedford  of  the  absolute  necessity,  and  my 
intention  to  suspend  Mr  Delnncey  from  being  Lieuf  Govern',  before  I  left  this  Govern',  with 
my  reasons,  for  so  doing;  his  arbitrary  conduct  confirms  my  intention  more  and  more  every 
day,  and  I  must  beg  leave  to  acquaint  your  Lordi-P',  that  I  am  fully  determined  to  suspend  him 
from  that  Office  before  I  leave  the  ProV* 

I  am  persuaded,  that  it  would  be  greatly  for  His  Maj"'«  service,  that  a  letter  may  be  wrott, 
to  M'  Colden,  president  of  the  Council  approving  of  his  taking  the  Administration  upon  him 
(pursuant  to  the  powers  in  his  Maj"«  Commission  to  me)  until  his  Royal  pleasure,  shall  be 
further  known,  which  I  am  certain  will  .emove  any  difficulties  or  obstructions,  that  may  arise 
from  the  Faction  in  direct  opposition  to  the  King's  Authority,  could  such  a  letter  be  sent  by 
the  very  first  opportunity. 

I  have  called  the  Assembly  of  this  Province ,  that  it  may  be  in  my  power,  or  my  successor 
in  the  Administration  to  meet  tbem  in  ca!<.'  of  emergenc-y,  requiring  the  Assistance  of  the 
Assembly;  but  as  nothing  of  this  kind  has  appeared,  I  have  no  thoughts  of  meeting  them 
before  my  departure. 

The  support  for  the  Gov'  as  Commander  in  Chief  (as  granted  by  the  last  sessions)  ceases 
the  moment  1  leave  the  Province,  as  does  the  salary  of  the  other  Officers  the  first  of  September 
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..V  A  oaamhiv  nt  or  before  that  time,  and  if  it  was 
„e...  Thi.  will  «,ake  it  „e=e»ary  to  me,.  "'  *»'  "  'j^.^  l/;"  .,,  ^f„„  „„>,  time,  it  will 
p„..ib.e  .uel,  a  letter  a.  .  '7''™'  ^r^.;.  ,;t...,«l.ieh  J  a,„  certain  the  Faction 
facilitate  His  Maj'»''  service,  and  etlectuaUy  preveui  any 

will  stir  up  to  distress  the  Administration.  .^iships  that  the  want  of  a  support  may 

Mr  Golden  is  willing  to  undergo  the  ^i'"-"'  X  -  ^    Uo       'e  s  res  which  I  have  repeatedly 

lay  him  under,  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  pursue  th    e    nea  ^^^  ^^^^ 

doing  it,  as  it  may  be  of  importance  to  his  Majesty's  service. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  great  respect 

My  Lords, 

Your  LordPP'  most  obedient  and 

very  liumble  servant 

G.  Clinton. 


Lords  of  Trade  to  the  Governors  of  Colonies. 

[  Planlalion  General,  (  B.  T. )  XMII.,  81S.  ] 

To  Henry  Crenville  Esq.  His  Majesty's  Governor  of  Barbados. 


Sir 


^-Having  taUen  into  our  consideration  the  General  ^---;^-fZ!Z^t:Z:^ 
Governors  of  the  several  Colonies  and  '^;^'^^^2::.^:^^^:;^Z^',  those  Instructions 
the  experience  of  late  years  furnishes  too  frequent  '»  '^  ^  ^^,;;;  ''^^„,,,,i  p,,,ences.  As  the 
have  been  dispensed  with  and  "egiecte  upon  ^^^^J^^l^^^^,!  prerogative  and 
Instructions  are  calculated  u.  general  f"/  '  /"^  "^\\;  ,,,a,lisliiig  and  preserving  good 
the  protection  of  his  subjects  in  their  just  ights.  ";  ^'^  ;«;'  prosperity  of  them  ;  a  due 
government  in  his  Colonies,  and  promoting  the  -^'^^^^^^;^JZi  de  irable  ends.  We 
and  uniform  observance  of  those  Instructions  "-  -;  >;;^ ;'  ,.,,,,„„,,  „,  His  Majestys 
therefore  think  it  our  duty  to  7'-;"'';;;';  '  7^  >  ^^  ,,  „nd  not  to  deviate  from  them 
Colonies  and  Plantations  strictly  to  adhere  »«  J"  '  ';  ;"  ^^^^,,,.,^,,  circumstances  of  the  case; 
i„  .„y  point,  but  upon  evident  "--«'  {' jl'  '  ,.  ;  ,  ;  '  .  „.  the  fullest  and  most  explicit 
and  whenever  that  happens  you  ;'- '-^'>^^'^:     \    ^      ' l^.   ,in.e  we  must  acquaint  you.  it  i- 

— d= ;rd;::;;,;t  ;:;::•:  dir^;:  i:  -e . . ...  where  the  occasion 

been  too  often  practised)  is  n..u,.U     1}    .•  «  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^,^,j^^^y  provisions. 
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We  must  therefore  in  a  particular  manner  insist,  that  in  the  passing  of  all  laws,  you  have  a 
proper  regard  to  the  regulations  contained  in  your  Instructions. 

And  whereas  some  particular  parts  of  the  Instructions  given  by  His  Majesty  to  his  Governors, 
may  from  the  alteration  of  circumstances,  have  become  obsolete  useless  or  improper;  we 
desire  that  you  will  without  delay  consider  and  revise  with  the  strictest  attention  the 
Instructions  given  you,  as  well  the  General  ones,  as  those  which  relate  to  the  Acts  of  Trade 
and  Navigation,  and  transmit  to  us  your  opinion  of  such  parts  of  them  as  shall  appear  to  you 
useless,  improper,  or  liable  to  objection,  together  with  your  reasons  for  such  opinion,  that  we 
may  take  those  reasons  into  consideration,  t,nd  propose  to  His  Majesty  such  alterations  as  shall, 
upon  mature  deliberation,  appear  to  be  proper  &  expedient. 
So  we  bid  you  heartily  farewell,  and  are 

Your  very  loving  friends 

and  humble  Servants 

Dunk  Halifax 
J.  Grenville 
Whitehall  Dupplin 

June  3''  1752  Fran.  Fane. 

A  like  letter  was  wrote  to 

Governors  or  LleuU 
Govemora  of 

Cha*  Knowles  Esq' Jamaica. 

W'"  Matthew  Esq' LeeW»  Islands. 

W"  Popple  Esq Bermuda. 

John  Tinker  Esq Bahamas. 

Spencer  Phips  Esq Massachusets. 

Beiij.  Wentworth  Ksq New  Hampshire 

Geo  Clinton  Esq New  York 

Job"  Belcher  Esq New  Jersey 

Rob  ;  Dinwiddle  Esq Virginia 

Gab.  Johnston  Esq N"  Carolina 

Ja*  Glen  Esq S"  Carolina 

Pereg :  Tho*  Hopson  Esq Nova  Scotia. 


Lords  of  D'ade  to  Governor  Clinton, 

[  New-York  EntriM,  O.,  ji.  Id.  ] 

To  the  Hon*"''  George  Clinton  Esq:  Governor  of  New  York. 

Sir, 

We  have  received  your  letter  to  Us  dated  the  8  of  April  last,   and  We  cannot  but  be 
apprchfUHlve  that  your  leaving  Your  (iovernnient  may  in  tin*  present  situatiu    of  its  affairs  be 
attended  with  very  ill  consequences,  and  be  of  great  prejudice  to  His  Majesty's  Service,  We 
Vol.  VI.  90 
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upon  your  leaving  the  Province 

So  We  bid  vou  heartily  farewell  and  are  ,     .      t-  •      i= 

^oyyeomy^  j  Your  very  loving  Friends 

and  humble  Servants 

Dunk  Halifax 

j.  g  renville 

DUPPLIN* 

Fran:  Fane 
Cha*  Townshenu 

Whitehall  James  Oswald 

June  16.  1753. 


Governor  Clinton  to  tU  Lords  of  Trade. 


[  \i;w-Y<)rk  Bnndle,  II.,  No-  M. ) 

''"^<"''^h:'s  rri:^a  i;      o""  Tiuut,\nd »» .e,.dy ..  go  »„  «„».,!. 

on   board    the  bhip,   l  nau  soiu  y  inconsiderable  in 

The  inconveniences  which  must  tliereby  arise  to  ^^'^'fj^'Zls  life,  aud  my  bad  state  of 
comparison  of  the  danger  I  expect  from  the  next  wmter  -^  "  ^  jy  ^  '^^  /,,„„,  ,,  ,ea«t 
health,  having  been  for  these  four  years  past,  every  ^^^  ^  "  ;  ,7  piensions  of  the 
five  Months  under  t^^  g^^ --sin^  i  ^  ^jow  '  ^^^^  ^^^  ^  ,„^,„,,  „,,,,, 
npproachmg    ea  o         ^  -.     ga  er  w  ^^_^^  ^^  ^^^         .^^^^^  ^^^^^^^^  ^^  ,„^, 

me  to  apply  lor  liis  Maj      leave  oi  a  .  ,  ,  ,  .  ,i,i„i^    ,„y  remaining  in  tins 

,,  1  ,„a  heen  sensible  of  any  error  '"  ^^ ;";;/:;,';:  ^.ere  punishment;  but 
Country,  under  such  great  ^^^--^'^^'^'''l/'t.t^'^^^lx.xxluior  revoking  the  leave  of 
.hen  I  reilect  on  the  reasons  given  in  tl-  Sec    t    y  ^':^^^  ,,^^^^,,  ,.^.,j  ,,,„,,,y 

absence,  1  must  deem  myselt  unhappy,  ^'Y'  ";.  ^  ;;  '\t  ^„,,„,  of  disturbing  the 
M,e  attended  with  bad  '^^-^^^rZ;^-^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^^  only  Irom  the  gross 
:|-  :l^:r':y  i::^^P^^  ot:;  who  has  continued  so  ..  in  America,  as  . 

.<  K.i    i.'..l  of  Kinnoiil  of  Scotland,  kikI  1st  liaron  lliiy  "f 

.T,.o..  U.V. ....,  vi.o,„u  ....p,oi...  e,ao.t  -;"«-;:  ^::7:;^:::i^:ri;u.e  .uv.;..  m a .  .„.  „, 

Enu'lan.l,  w,»  l.or,.  4tl.  J..ly.  1710.     He  w.b  Hppou.t.Ml   u,  1741.  mu  u  ^^^^  ,_^^.^^^_^  ,^,,^  ,.,  ^,,^  ,^„,j, 

n:::.,.,;,.,  n^o.  «(.« -. fTn...o  .„.  •''-;-- r^tlur    11.,    ..:  n.7, ....  .-.  ...r.....  ..... ..m,.,.  .,f 

of  ,l,«  Tr......r>-;  i..  n;,5  ....  w,.  ..,.,......oa  •"-''^'^'r^   J' ;'    '     ;,,.^,,,  ,„....«,.  of  C Wu\,.,  i..  "-.v.-r...  ,.»r.i«,„o..l. ; 

,„.,..i,or .,r  u...  K...........  «..i.^  ^  ■;  .;^;^     -'  ^  J   ^^^  ^^  ,,„,.,, ,  ,.,  „...,.,...>o., ,.  v.,ru.  ai.a  wii.,.„„ 

»i,a  i.i  Jun.>,  ns».  8iicoeea..a  to  ins  t  .th...  «  t.iiP.  1 

iMUf,  on  tlie  28tli  of  nocimber.  1787.  —  Kd. 
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have  done,  ever  avoided  creating  Enemies)  that  1  placed  my  confidence  in  a  person,  and 
designed  to  leave  the  Administration  in  his  hands,  who  is  of  so  bad  a  character,  and  so 
obnoxious  to  the  people,  that  they  could  not,  with  patience,  have  bore  his  being  placed  over 
them.  This  is  of  a  piece  with  the  other  calumnies  industriously  insinuated  to  his  Maj'" 
Ministers,  in  such  general  forms,  that  no  direct  answer  can  be  given  to  them  but  a  bare 
negative.  Had  any  particular  instances  been  given  of  this  Persons  misconduct,  the  truth  of 
the  charge  against  me,  in  placing  any  trust  or  confidence  in  him,  could  have  been  cleared  up, 
but  as  it  at  present  stands,  I  can  anly  aver,  that  this  Gentleman  has  as  fair  a  character  as  any 
other  person  in  the  Province.  Cou'J  my  Knemies  have  alleged  any  particular  facts  to  his 
prejudice,  it  can  not  be  doubted,  that  they  gladly  would  have  done  it,  and  as  no  such  Facts 
(to  my  knowledge)  are  alledged,  it  must  be  thought  to  proceed  from  their  inability  to  set  forth 
such  facts,  not  to  their  want  of  inclination  to  do  it.  But  as  to  that  particular  of  the  danger  of 
the  peace  of  the  Province,  in  case  of  his  having  the  administration,  I  can  now,  I  think  give 
a  full  answer.  It  has  been  publickly  known  in  every  part  of  the  province  for  several  months 
past,  that  I  designed  to  leave  the  Administration  in  the  hands  of  the  President  of  the  Council, 
and  has  it  been  the  subject  of  discourse  every  where.  Nothing  like  dissatisfaction  thereon  has 
appeared,  but  the  contrary,  and  this  is  so  notorious,  that  I  think  none  can  have  the  assurance 
to  say  otherwise  in  this  Country,  whatever  they  may  dare  to  say  at  a  distance.  It  is  true  that 
I  pressed  to  have  the  doing  this  previously  approved  of  by  His  Maj's'  as  a  matter,  that  I 
thought,  would  be  highly  for  His  Majesty's  service  in  this  Province,  as  it  would  effectually 
defeat  all  the  artifices  of  the  Faction  who,  I  suspected  may  still  have  an  influence  over 
some  leading  Men  in  the  Assembly,  and  who,  thereby,  might  lay  the  Administration  under 
difficulties,  which  perhaps  I  could  not  foresee  or  guard  against;  I  had  nothing  more  in  view  in 
my  letters  which  I  wrote  to  your  Lord'''"  or  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  if  any  opinion  has 
been  drawn  from  them,  of  any  danger  of  the  peace  of  the  province,  in  my  absence,  I  have  been 
much  misaprehended. 

My  Lords,  I  am  still  of  opinion,  that  it  is  of  Lhe  gi^eatest  consequence  to  His  Maj'^'  service  in 
America,  at  so  great  a  distance  from  the  immediate  inspection  of  his  Ministers,  for  the  security 
and  peace  of  the  Colonies,  for  securing  the  British  Trade  in  the  Colonies,  and  for  preventing 
its  being  carried  into  Holland  and  other  foreign  I'orts,  to  discourage  as  much  as  possible  any 
attempt  of  an  ambitious  or  Bold  person  to  make  himself,  by  popular  artifices,  necessary  to  the 
Administration,  when  he  thinks  himself  thereby,  able  to  obstruct  any  measure  however  useful 
or  necessary,  unless  he  be  taken  into  the  Administration,  on  what  terms  he  shall  in  an  insolent 
manner  tiiink  proper  to  prescribe ;  I  iiave,  as  I  thought  it  my  duty,  endeavoured  to  crush  such 
insolent  attempts,  and  I  hunihly  presume  that  I  should  have  done  it  effectually,  had  I  received 
that  assistance,  which,  with  submission  I  conceived  I  had  reason  to  expect.  The  preventing 
of  such  like  during  and  insolent  attempts  appear  to  me,  .o  be  of  such  consequence  to  the  Royal 
authority,  the  ease  of  every  Gov'  for  the  future  and  for  preserving  the  pe.ice  of  the  Province, 
that  I  am  persuaded  it  will  deserve  your  Lord'"'"  most  serious  attention ;  and  I  humbly 
hope,  that  notwitstnnding  of  any  misrepresentations  or  misapprehensions,  I  shall  at  last  receive 
His  Maj'J'  approbation  of  my  conduct  on  this  head,  and  in  hopes  of  this  I  shall  bear,  with 
patience,  the  unusual  hardships  and  difficulties  which  I  am  laid  under.  I  have  the  honour  to 
be  with  the  greatest  respect 

My  Lon's.  Your  Lord'''"'  ettc. 


I  V   ^"'  -^ 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Lordfi  of  Trade. 

[  New- York  rnpers,  Bundle  II.,  No.  88.  ] 

New  York  4.  October  1752. 

My  Lords, 

I  have  tlie  honour  of  your  Lord?!"  commands  of  the  3""  June  last,  and  I  shall,  so  far  as  in 
my  power  punctually  obey  them.  But  I  must  beg  leave  to  observe  to  your  LordPP',  that  I  have 
yearly,  for  this  five  years  past,  humbly  represented  to  your  Lord^P'  and  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  the  incroachments  which  the  Assemblys  of  this  province  have  made  on  the  Royal 
prerogative,  and  of  their  persisting  in  their  disregard  of  the  King's  instructions;  by  which 
means  I  am  disabled  to  observe  them,  without  having  received  any  directions  on  the  repeated 
representations,  which  I  have  made  on  the  following  heads. 

By  his  Maj'5'''  Commission,  as  well  as  Instructions  to  his  Governours  of  this  province,  all 
publick  money  is  to  be  issued  by  warrant  from  the  Gov',  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Council.  By  every  Act  granting  money  to  the  King,  for  several  years  past,  great  part  of 
the  money  is  issued  without  such  warrant,  and  sometimes  by  warrant  of  the  Speaker  of  the 

Assembly  only. 

By  tills  means  tiie  Assembly  or  rather  a  Faction  in  that  house,  have  it  in  their  power  to 
reward  those  who  support  these  incroachments  on  the  King's  prerogative;  His  Maj"'»  servants 
are  discouraged  by  tlieir  having  their  Salaries  curtailed,  and  the  pnyment  of  the  money,  which 
they  have  advanced  for  His  Maj'»''  service  refused,  without  assigning  any  reason  for  such 
refusal,  (see  Coll:  Johnson's  case).  At  the  same  time  the  tools  of  the  Faction,  have  large 
sums  allowed  them,  and  these  allowances  made  without  suffering  either  the  Gov' or  the  Council 
to  e.xaniine  into  the  accounts  of  these  pretended  services,  on  which  the  money  is  to  be  issued, 
(for  proof  of  this  see  the  minutes  of  Assemb''  of  the  IS.  day  of  November,  and  the  address  of 
the  Assembly  near  the  close  of  last  sessions,  and  the  Councills  address  in  answer  to  it). 

The  Assembly  allows  nothing  of  late  for  the  contingent  services  of  the  Govern',  by  which 
the  service  frequently  suffers,  while  at  the  same  time  the  Tr^'.isurer  has  been  known  to  advance 
large  sums  to  the  speaker,  and  a  few  of  the  Members,  without  the  concurrence  of  either  Gov' 
or  Council ;  and  this  he  will  always  do,  while  lie  lo(  '     "f  not  as  the  King's  Officer  but 

the  Assembly's.     This    has   been    the   case    ever   sinr  .r    1715.    when  they  had  the 

appointment  for  a  Treasurer  allowed  them,  notwith.'itai.'  '  the  King  had  a  receiver 

General  of  his  Revenues  in  this  province  by  appointment  ui  j  gieat  Seal  of  Great  Brittain, 

with  a  Salary  for  that  purpose;  since  this  concession,  they  have  continually  incroached,  more 
and  more,  on  the  Kings  prerogative,  and  continually  assumed  more  and  more  power 
to  themselves. 

The  Assembly  take  upon  themselves  the  sole  power  of  rewarding  all  services,  and  of 
appointing  salaries,  and  they  will  not  allow  the  Council  to  alter  or  amend  such  allowances  or 
salaries.  Under  pretence  of  their  being  part  of  money  Bills,  (see  the  Acts  for  support  of  Govern' 
and  for  payment  of  the  salaries  and  contingent  charges  of  Govern'),  by  reason  whereof  they  gain 
an  undue  influence  over  all  the  officers,  and  weaken  the  authority  of  the  Gov'  and  Council  over 
them.  And  as  the  Salaries  are  only  appointed  for  one  year,  and  to  cease  at  the  death  or 
removal  of  every  officer,  they,  thereby  likewise,  gain  an  undue  intluence  in  the  Nomination  to 
all  offices,  so  that  no  man  is  willing  to  accept  of  an  office,  who  is  unwilling  to  court  and  depend 
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th"e  K^wl^  '"'""  ^"  '''  '-''"'''''  ''---  '^  ^«  -^--^-  ^-Ufied  and  .ealous 

authority  of  ilJasslIZ'lT   hat  no TJn.h  T    "  ""^'^  '^  P"*  '"  ^^^^"^'^  ^y 

act  of  Assembly  for  that  purpose  Acts  n'  ol J  T  '"""'  '^  disobedience  without  an 
in  certain  cases,  till  with  n  th  s  tu  v  ^"""'^'""^^  7"«  ^"""^"^  P««««d  to  lay  penalties 
broughtinahooftenprl  edbvl     a  /      V;''T7'"''    '"''  "°  '""''^  ^"'  '^^  1^«- 

whatsoever,  except  in  case  of  an  irfu^l  in,,    •  o-         .  ^  "^  °"  ^"^  emergency 

1...  been  .old,  J  .,« 3    ™  a„"  ^ha  °"o.         °    'Tr'  ""  ""  """"'*  e''"P™'l- 
emergency,  and  .!„•  1  lMSlf,°i^JZ7  '^"""f        '""'"°''  «""'"'"■''"  »"  ="y 

inc,o„„,:„e :.  "d :;  ih ;,  ;:'.h.°eT;n,  "'"■ """, "-" '- ""  """-i-™"  •>'  "•- 

and  again  preyed  .he  ob™     „n,rd      Z" I^^  "'  «''-«^-     '  ^"-  ".»in 

in  tlie  passing  of  Laws     I  l„v.  ,.f„..j%  ^'  eommission  and  instruction. 

eonfortSable  'to  its  I.  j.,M  sTrLttn.  but'aTt:  """■  '"'  °"",  ""■"""'•  ""'"'  "  ""'  e-'.-l 
rernsa,  of  any  snppor,,  itberreta":';!'  .  o^n^TnT'  tb^Jltf  "T^  i"  "''' 
further  to  distress  the  Administration  Ja  f.      •  !"  "'"'•"'  ^*''''^''  ^'i'"^"  still 

service,  which  they  safd  Z  e  y  ^d  .m  T  ^^P,"'^;.'^' ''""--'  "^  ^  -S'-t  of  the  publick 
as  things  now  stancl,  to  put     st';  olse  p    oetu'l  •'  "  "°*  '"  '''  ^^^^^  «^'  •''">'  «-'' 

the  .n.,y  m.t  come  Lm  a  m^r^lSrr :i?;r^;  ^r ^^ 

state  of  Trade       thisVrt L     Td      T'  T  ^'T""'?"'  ^'^  "''''™  >'°"^  ^°'*^''  -'^h  th 
Assembly  is  directed  by  M      h.    ^   who  fi       .T  "'  "'  '"  '^"^^  "''  '^'^^''^-     ^^'''''^  the 
Laws,  they  must  of  con    q       "1^^   t  '  P^-^'^^'-^^vantage  in  the  breach  of  these 

these  Laws' are  to  be  p  t T  e  ecu  oj  ,a'Lr  ""  T  ''  '"  ^''"--'-'-n.  by  which 
Officers  sensible,  that  L  only  w.v  fo  ihem  7  "'"  '"?''  ''''''''''  '"''"  '°  '"''''^^  ^he 
their  du,y.and  that  they  :;:rsirb 'rplZrce  o7  ^'^^^^^  '^^  "^  "^^'-'  '•" 

Judge  to  a  Constable,  and  from  a  Cov'  to  a  Se  w    1      I  "'P''  '''""'  ^'■""'  "^ 

enormous    bight    this   transgression    of  tl  e       ■  ^ of  Tr.        "^  "^^^^^ 
exportation  of  Tea  at  this 'me  be  com      ed  w    th   vh  " U    '7  '"  '""'  ^'""'""'^  '' ''^ 
Books  of  the  Custom  house  in  London  •  wim  Tsnv  J  1  "' ^'"'■'  ''"'"'  ''«"'  "'« 

The  consu[m]ption  of  Tea  in  the  Nort  ^rn  Colo      '  '"  '  ^''"'  """''''''  ^''''''''  ^^'^'-t. 

Will  be  foundi'hat  the  expo.attf;;::rL:n; ::;::;::;;!:  ^  nr  't  ''-'"  ^^ ' 

the  great  consumption  of  v  inpowder  in  fhp  n  ,  "^j""  ^'  ''''*'•  '^  '«  "ot  easy  to  concieve 
in  the  daily  use  of  fire  arms,  Tndl  i  w  b'e  r  T  .^^  f"  """'"""•  ""^"'^  ^^"^  ^^""  '« 
Great  Brittain.  cannot  to  any  ^^^  11:^':^^'^:^  -'-'''^  «^  ^^P^vder  from 
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I  mention  these  two  articles,  because  tliey  may  be  easily  inquired  into,  but  they  are  far  from 
comprehending  the  whole  of  this  illicit  Trade.  Perhaps  it  may  be  found  that  Holland  and 
Hamburgh  receive  more  benefit  from  the  Trade  to  the  Northern  Colonies,  than  Great  Brittain 
does  after  the  expence  that  Great  Brittain  is  at  when  their  support  is  deducted. 

Your  Lordi""  may  conceive,  how  little  it  is  in  the  power  of  a  Govemour.to  prevent  this  illicit 
Trade,  when  few  in  the  Province  are  willing  to  assist  him  so  much  as  in  giving  your  Lordw" 
proper  information,  from  the  fears  they  are  under  of  the  resentment  of  a  powerful  Faction  in 
the  Govern',  and  when  they  find  so  little  care  taken  to  protect  or  reward  such  as  have 
distinguished  themselves  in  support  of  His  Maj's"  authority.  What  I  now  represent  deserves 
your  LordPP*  attention,  or  in  a  little  time  none  will  expose  themselves  to  such  resentment. — 

It  may  deserve  your  Lord^P'  consideration,  how  far  any  Law  in  the  Plantations  can  be  in 
force,  which  is  contrary  to  or  inconsistent  with  the  direction  of  His  Majesty's  Commission,  by 
the  authority  of  which  all  Laws  are  made  in  the  Govern",  immediately  subject  to  the  Crown. 
1  have  at  this  time  transgressed  much  on  Your  Lord^P*  patience,  in  repeating  what  I  formerly 
represented,  which  from  Your  LordPP'  letter  seemed  to  me  necessary  to  be  done.  The  last 
paragraph  must  require  time  and  much  consideration  to  put  my  thoughts  in  writing;  I  shall 
endeavour  to  obey  your  commands  as  soon  as  the  publick  affairs  with  the  Assembly  shall  be 
over,  who  are  to  meet  the  23.  inst : 

1  am  with  the  greatest  respect 
My  Lords, 

Your  LordPP'  most  obedient  and 
humble  servant. 

G.  Clinton. 


Governor  Clinton  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  New-Tork  Papew,  Bundle  U.,  Na  (9.  ] 

New  York  24.  October  1752. 

My  Lords, 

As  a  place  in  the  Council  of  this  Province  of  New  York  is  become  vacant  by  the  death  of 
Sir  Peter  Warren  to  which  place  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  William  Smith  Esq"  to  Your  LordPi". 

M'  Smith  is  a  Gentleman  of  University  education  and  who  has  practiced  the  Law  here  near 
thirty  years  with  great  reputation  and  the  only  Lawyer  that  would  or  did  consent  to  prosecute 
M'  Oliver  Delancey,  brother  of  the  chief  Justice  here  for  his  enormous  scurillity  against  me 
ab»  three  years  ago  with  which  I  acquainted  your  Lordi-'"  and  now  take  this  opportunity  of 
transmitting  a  copy  of  the  information  against  him. 

Upon  the  death  of  the  late  Attorney  General  here  I  appointed  M'  Smith  in  his  place  being 
convinced  he  was  by  far  the  most  fit  and  able  person  in  this  province  to  fill  that  place,  and 
heartily  recommended  him  for  his  Mnj"-'  approbation  to  it  but  it  seems  the  place  was 
pre-engaged  to  a  Gent"  in  England,'  by  which  M'  Smith  to  my  great  concern  is  like  to  be 

'  William  KiajrE,  Esq.,  was  appointed  Attorney-Geueral  in  England  on  the  21it  November,  1761.  Committiont,  31.  He 
arrived  in  New  York  with  his  family  on  the  4th  Xovembcr,  1762.  Nexc    York  Omclle. 
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My  Lords, 

Your  LordPi"  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  servant, 

G.  Clinton. 
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Memorial  of  the  Hon.  Lewis  Morris  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  Now- York  Papers,  Bundle  II.,  No.  45.  ] 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  Commiss"  for  Trade  and  Plantations. 

The  memorial  of  Lewis  Morris  Esq:  of  the  Prov«  of  New  York  in  America. 
Sheweth. 

IlunS  and  G^tl^et'  ''j  r""""  ""'  ^^"  ''°^'^'  '"""^  '"^^  Administrations  of  Gov' 
iiunter.  and  Gov  Burnet,  made  frequent  attempts  to  get  into  their  own  hands  the  disoosition 
of  the  pubhck  money,  and  the  appointment  of  the  Salarys  to  be  paid  to  the Tvll  0^  I"  f 
the  Govern.;  but  those  Gov"  steadily  opposed  their  several  attempts  "  °' 

r..  the  Gov^  that  he  wou,d^omp,;tir;rs;:^:Ta^,  ^uTp^ry  tr;:;:: 

themse  ves  by  vote  of  the.r  own  house,  to  ascertain  the  salaries  of  all  tlie  office  sfTheGov"^ 
EdTTe  GoTald  tuir  ''^  '''  ^'^  ^  '^^  ^^  '^^^^  ^^  ^-X-^^d 
That  your  Memorialist  being  then  of  his  Maj'-  Council  for  the  said  province  and  thinkin. 

onu,  was  contrary  to  h.s  Majestys  Patent  and  Instructions,  and  in  effect  giving  up  the  wl  oL 
Govern.  ,nto    he.r  hands     Notwithstanding  which  the  said  Gov^  complyed  wifh  the  ^ro  v 
of  the  Assembly,  by  drawing  the  Salary  warrants  agreable  thereto,  suspended  your  MeZfZl 

T1'.'W?  Tr''  ''°""'='''  ""'^   ''''  P'^^*'^'  Representation'of  the  Matter  r  Y  : 


^Qg  NEW-YORK  COLONIAL  MANUSCRirTS. 

or  taken  away  the  officer's  salaries,  as  they  thought  fit,  and  therehy  rendered  them  entirely 

di'oendant  on  themselves.  ,  -        , 

Your  Memorialist  need  not  point  out  to  Your  LordPP-  the  dangerous  *«"  ency  of  such  a 
power  in  the  hands  of  an  Aasembly,  the  ill  uses  they  have  already  niade  of  it,  or  how 
fZsistent  the  same  is  with  his  Maj-  Patent  and  Instructions  and  the  Just  dependance  of 
that  Province  on  the  Crown.     But:  , 

Hun  b^prays  that  as  he  was  removed  from  the  said  Council  for  no  other  reason,  than 
actVng  acceding  to  the  best  of  his  judgement  in  support  of  the  prerogative  of  t  e  C-wn  aga.nst 
the  unconstitutional  Incroachments  of  au  Assembly ;  that  he  may  now  be  restored  to  h.s  Hank 
i„  the  said  Council,  there  being  a  vacancy  made  by  the  death  of  Sir  Peter  "^^^^^'^^^^^^^ 

by  Rob*  H:  Morris. 
New  York  1762.  "^ 


Lw'ds  of  Trade  to  the  Lords  Justices. 

[New-York  EntrlM,  O.,  p.  18.] 

To  their  Excellencies  the  Lords  Justices 

May  it  please  Your  Excellencies  »„  tt„  „„  fu. 

We  have  had  under  Our  Consideration  the  annexed  Memor.al  presented  unto  Ls  on  th. 
behalf  of  M'  Peter  Wraxall  of  the  Provi-  ce  of  New  York  in  America,  complam.ng  that  the  Hon 
George  Clinton  Esquire  His  Majesty's  Governor  there,  has  refused  to  adm.t  h,m  to  the  Ofcce 
of  Town  Clerk,  Clerk  of  the  Peace  and  Clerk  of  the  Common  Please  tn  the  County  and  CUy 
of  Albany  in  the  said  Province  to  which  he  was  appointed  by  his  Majesty  s  Commission 
b  ad  g  dL  the  15  Nov  1750  and  having  been  attended  by  M'  Calcralt  agen  for  t  e 
Memorllist,  and  by  W  Catherwood  Agent  for  M'  Clinton,  and  heard  what  they  had 
tooffer  in  behalf  of  their  respective  Constituents :     We  beg  leave  humbly  to  represent  to 

^"That'it'do"eTappear  to  Us  upon  the  papers  laid  before  ns  by  M'  Calcraft  in  support  of  the 
Allegations  of  the  said  Memorial,  that  his  Majesty  did  by  a  Commission  bearing  date  the  29  of 
February  I12l  appoint  Philip  Livingston  Esquire  to  be  Town  Clerk,  Clerk  of  the  Peace  and 
■lerk  of  the  Common  Pleas  in  the  County  and  City  of  Albany  in  the  Provmce  of  New  lork 
and  to  be  Secretary  or  Agent  for  the  Government  of  New  York  to  the  Ind'-s ;  H.s  Majes  y  s 
Subjects  in  those  Parts  during  His  Majesty's  Pleasure;  That  upon  the  death  of  H-  sa  d  1  h,, 
Liv  ngston  Which  M'  Wraxall  alledges  to  have  happened  on  the  21"  of  August  1750,  M 
Clinton  did  without  His  Majesty's  consent  or  directions  therein  grant  a  Patent  under  the  Seal 
„    nIw  York  bearing  date  the  25  of  Sept'  1750.  to  M'  Harme  Gansevoert  appointing  h,m 
Town  Clerk,  Clerk  o'  the  Peace  and  Clerk  of  the  Common  Pleas  for  the  County  and  City  of 
Albany  in  the  said  Province  during  good  behaviour     That  upon  M' Wraxalls  application  to  h>s 
Majes  y's  said  Governor  immediately  after  his  arrival  in  New  York,  to  be  admitted  to  the  s  ,d 
Office  to  which  he  had  been  appointed  by  His  Majesty's  Commission,  the  Governor  acqua.nte 
him  that  the  same  was  in  possession  of  another  person  under  a  Commission  from  him  and 
ryfered  him  to  the  Decision  of  the  Law. 
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In  nnswer  to  these  facts  and  allegations  it  is  admitted  by  M'  Catherwood  that  the  fJovornor 
dul  up...  the  death  of  M'  Livingston  appoint  M'  Harn.e  Gansevoert  to  the  O.lice  of  Town 
Clerk.  Clerk  of  the  I  eace^and  Clerk  of  the  Common  Pleas  in  the  County  and  City  of  Albany 
jn  the  I>rov,nce  of  New  York,  which  he  said  he  apprehended  he  had  a  right  to  do  by  hTs 
Comm,8H,on  and  Instrucfona.  At  the  same  time  M'  Catherwood  laid  before  us  the  copy  of  a 
etter  from  M^  Wraxal  to  M'  Clinton  with  a  copy  of  M^  Clintons  answer  thereunto  wlfich  we 
hav.hkew.se  annexed;  And  as  M' Clinton  in  his  letter  to  M^  Wrnxall  mentions  that  he  had 
pur«uan  to  the  Charter  o.  the  City  of  Albany,  granted  his  Majesty's  Letters  Patents  under  the 
beal  of  that  Province  for  those  Ofhces  to  M'  (Jansevoert  at  Albany  We  have  likewise  hereunto 
annexed  a  copy  of  hose  clauses  ,n  the  said  Charter,  which  relate  ^,o  this  point  and  which  were 
transmuted  to  us  by  M' Wraxall  from   which   it  will  appear  to  your  Excellency's  that  the 

by'r  cTown "' ''""'  '^'"' ''  """^' '" '"  ^^^^"'°^  ''"'^ '"  ''^'-^  "^  ra,;:,'!;': 

Several  other  Facts  have  been  laid  before  us  relative  to  the  manner  in  which  this  transaction 
has  been  earned  on  but  we  have  not  taken  Notice  of  them  to  your  Excellencies  because  the 
evidence  upon  wh.ch  they  are  founded  is  not  attended  with  all  that  Authenticity  which  we 
reqmre  ,n  matters  of  th.s  nature  and  AP  Clinton  has  not  been  heard  upon  those  particulars 

Lpon  the  whole  however  we  are  of  opinion  that  .\P  Clinton  by  taking  upon  him  to  grant  a 
Comm.ssion  under  the  Seal  of  New  York  for  the  holding  the  said  Office  of  Town  Clerk,  Clerk 
of  the  leace  and  Clerk  of  the  Comn,on  Pleas  in  the  County  and  City  of  Albany  during  good 
behavour  wh.ch  before  had  always  been  held  under  immediate  Commission  from  the  Crown 
during  pleasure  and  the  appointment  to  which  by  the  Charter  of  Albany  reserved  to  the 
Governor  only  in  failure  of  an  appointment  by  the  Crown,  and  by  refusing  to  admit  the  person 
appointed  by  his  Majesty's  Commission  to  the  Exercise  of  that  Olliee  has  exceeded  his 
Authority  and  Acted  in  a  manner  inconsistent  with  his  duty  to  the  Crown.  We  would 
therefore  humbly  submit  to  your  Excellencies  whether  it  will  not  be  adviseable  that  in  support 
0  his  Majesty  s  Authority  and  in  Justice  to  M^  Wraxall.  His  Majesty's  disapprobation  of  M' 
Clintons  conduct  in  this  affair  should  be  signified  to  him  an.l  that  he  should  be  directed 
forlhwith  to  revoke  the  said  Commissi..,,  granted  by  him  lo  M'  Gans.-voerth  for  the  Office  of 
Town  Clerk.  Clerk  of  the  Peace  and  Clerk  of  the  (%Mu,Hon  I'leas  for  the  County  and  Citv 
of  Albanj.  and  to  put  the  said  Peter  Wr.xall  into  the  lull  enjoyment  and  possession  thereof 
Conformable  to  the  lerms  and  Directious  of  His  Majesty's  Commission  And  if  M' Clinton 
should  continue  disobedient  to  His  Majesty's  Commands  We  huml.lv  apprehend  that  it  niav 
become  necessary  that  orders  should  be  sent  to  His  Majesty's  Attorney' General  of  the  Province 
of  New  York  to  take  proper  me.ho.ls  for  setting  a  side  the  Commission  granted  to  M' 
Gansevoert  by  due  course  of  law. 

All  which  is  most  liumbly  Submitted 

,.•,  •,  ,    „  DiMf  Halifax 

Whitehall  ,^ 

Nov:  7.  1752.  ,, 
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Lords  of  Trade  to  Governor  Clinton. 

[  New-York  1;    -ie»,  O.,  p.  25.  ] 

To  the  Hon''''  George  Clinton  Esq :  Governor  of  New  York. 

^'Herewith  inclosed.  We  send  You  the  Copy  of  a  letter  which  has  been  delivered  to  Us  by 
Your  Agent  M'  Catherwood  as  a  letter  from  you  and  altho'  as  it  is  not  signed,  We  are  hardly 
iustified  by  Rule  of  Office  in  taking  any  notice  of  it  Yet  as  it  is  of  so  extraordinary  a  Tenor, 
We  thought  it  Our  duty  not  to  delay  giving  you  shortly  Our  sentiments  upon  it;  tho  we  are 
concerned  for  the  inconveniences  which  have  arisen  from  your  receiving  His  Majesty  s  orders 
to  remain  in  your  Government  at  the  time  you  was  upon  the  point  of  leaving  it,  and  for 
the  danger  to  which   you  say  your   health  may  be  exposed  the  next  Winter  Season,  yet 
considerations  of  a  private  nature  must  give  way  to  measures  that  are  thought  necessary  for 
the  nublick  good     All  his  Maj-^''  measures  are  founded  in  a  due  attention  to  the  peace  and 
Welfare  of  his  subjects  and  nothing  can  be  more  unbecoming  Your  Character  than  to  suggest 
as  vou  do  in  you.  letter,  that  those  which  regard  so  important  a  Province  as  that  under  your 
Government  have  proceeded  from  the  Calumnies  and  Misrepresentations  of  your  enemies     No 
complaint  of  M'  Coldens  conduct  has  been  made  to  Us,  nor  has  his  Character  been  drawn  into 
ouestion   and  yet  it  may  be  improper  all  circumstances  considered  that  the  Administration  of 
Government  in  your  Province  should  at  this  time  devolve  upon  him  ;  for  notwithstanding  what 
vou  say  that  no  dissatisfaction  did  appear  upon  it  being  known  that  you  intended  to  put  the 
Government  into  his  hands  yet  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  the  Party  which  you  have  often 
BugRested  to  have  so  strenuously  opposed  and  defeated  your  measures  would  more  quietly 
submit  to  and  acquiesce  in  the  Government  of  one  invested  only  with  a  temporary  Authority 
especially  as  the  person  whom  you  represent  to  be  the  head  of  that  party  must  be  set  aside  to 
nrike  way  for  him     It  is  to  be  apprehended  that  such  a  Measure  must  rather  inflame  than 
quiet  the  opposition  you  say  you  have  met  will,  and  instead  of  restoring  the  Authority  of  the 
Crown  would  in  all  probability  lay  the  Foundation  of  further  encroachments  and  introduce  still 
greater  confusion;  for  these  r.M.ons  we  must  adhere  to  Our  opinion  that  it  is  necessary  fur  hm 
Majesty's   Service,   that  you   should   remain   in   the    Province   unlill   his   Majesty  shall    have 
appointed  some   person  from    hence  to  take  upon   him  the  Government.     So  we  bid   you 

heartily  farewell  and  are 

Your  very  loving  friends 

and  humble  Servants 

Dunk  Halifax 

Wliitenall  ,  .v 

XT        Of.    i-vr.T  Jame.s  Oswald 

Nov :  ao   1753. 
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Lor<h  of  Track  to  Secretary  Fox. 

[  New-Tork  Entries,  O.,  p.  80.  ] 

To  the  Right  Hon""  Henry  Fox  Esq-  His  Majesty's  Secretary  at  War. 
Sir 

M' John  Catherwood  Secretary  to  the  Hon^'e  George  Clinton  Esq:  His  Majesty's  Governor  of 
Nesv  York,  having  lately  presented  to  us  a  memorial  on  behalf  of  the  said  Governor,  relating 
to  a  Meet.ng  and  Desertion  of  the  Governor  of  Os^vego  in  that  Province  which  happen'd  i,^ 
January  last,  and  representing  the  impossibility  of  M'  Clintons  bringing  to  Justice  the 
Ringleaders  and  offenders  whom  he  has  in  Custody  for  want  of  a  field  Officer  to  preside  and  a 
sufficient  number  of  other  officers  to  form  a  general)  Court  Marshall  and  setting  forth  that 
having  m  pursuance  of  the  said  Governors  orders  laid  this  affair  before  you  together  with  the 
proceedings  of  a  Court  of  enquiry  held  thereupon,  You  had  referr'd  him  to  Us;  We  have  taken 
the  said  Memorial  ,nto  our  immediate  Consideration  and  it  appears  to  us  to  be  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  His  Majesty's  Service  and  to  the  Security  of  the  said  Province  that  the  perZ 

o  obvi"te  H       vTT     T      Y  '""^'^  '"  '''''''  ''  '^'''''y  ''  P°-'b'«  And  as  a  means 
to  obviate  the  ddhculty  under  whidi  M^  Clinton  labours  it  has  occurred  to  us  that  M'  Clinton 

may  be  directed  to  send  the  Ilingleaders  and  other  offenders  whom  he  hath  in  custo.ly  together 
with  such  persons  whose  evidence  may  be  necessary  in  the  tryal  to  Halifax  in  Nova  Scotia 
where  there  are  held  Officers  and  a  sufficient  nun.ber  of  other  Officers  to  try  them  according 
to  the  Articles  of  War  for  punishing  mutiny  and  desertion.  And  that  such  orders  as  you  shall 
think  necessary  may  be  also  sent  to  Col:  Hopson  His  Majesty's  Gov:  of  Nova  Scotia  to  the 
end  that  the  said  Prisoners  may  be  brought  to  a  legal  tryal  as  soon  as  may  be  after  their  arrival 
at  Halifax.  We  therefore  beg  leave  to  inclose  to  you  a  copy  of  the  said  Memorial  and  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Court  of  enquiry  and  desire  you  will  lay  the  same  before  the  King  for  his 
Majesty  s  directions  thereupon  to  the  end  that  the  means  we  have  suggested  for  bringing  the 
said  mutineers  to  Justice  or  such  other  as  may  appear  to  His  Majesty  to  be  more  adviseabie 
may  be  carried  into  Execution.     We  are 

Sir 

Your  most  Ohed'  humble  Servants 

Dunk  Hamkax 

Whi.ehnl!  'f-  ^■"•^'■^^''^''B 

Jan:  II.  1753  James  Oswald 

Fran:  Fans 


'«HT' 


Seiretdnj  Ihx  to  the  I^nh  of  Track. 

[  RfW'Tark  Papsrn,  Biin.lli!  II.,  No.  47, ) 

My  Lord«.  ^^'"'  ^^'^e-  3-  Feb"  1753. 

Upon  being  honoured  with  your  Lon letter  of  ,!,..    ,  P>.  „f  I,,t  „„„„h  i„,.|osing  a  copy  of 

M'  Catherwood'a  Meinoriul   in   behulf  of'  U.jv'  ri.„t.j...  n,.d  .i,,,  .,,„,.,,,,:,.„,  ,/,,,..  ,'/ 


u  tiii?  procctjuinga  oj  the  ( 
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of  Enquiry,  relating  to  a  Mutiny  and  desertion  in  and  from  tlie  Garrison  of  Oswego  in  the 
province  of  New  Yorl^,  with  your  desire  that  the  Mutiniers  and  other  offenders,  with  such 
persons  whose  evidence  might  he  necessary  on  the  Tryai,  should  b.^  sent  to  Halifax  m  Nova 
Scotia;  and  doubts  having  arisen,  whether  the  said  offenders  could  be  legally  tried  by  a  General 
Court  Martial  in  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  for  offences  committed  in  the  province  of  New 
York;  I  referred  the  case  to  the  Attorney  General,  who  being  of  opinion:  "  that  the  offenders 
.'  may  be  sent  with  the  witnesses  from  New  York  to  Halifax  to  take  their  Tryal  there,  before  a 
"  general  Court  Martial,  constituted  according  to  the  Act  against  Mutiny  and  desertion,  by  special 
"warrant  from  His  Majesty"-!  am  to  desire  your  Lord'-i"  will  be  pleased  to  give  the  necessary 
orders  to  Gov'  Clinton  to  send  the  Offenders  with  the  witnesses  to  Halifax. 

1  !,m  at  the  same  time  to  acquaint  your  LordPi"  that  1  will  take  care  to  send,  by  the  first 
shipping  to  Nova  Scotia,  the  proper  directions  to  Gov'  Hopson  to  receive  the  said  offenders  and 
Witnesses,  with  his  Maj'"  special  warrant  authorizing  the  appointing  a  General  Court  Martial 
for  the  Tryal  and  punishment  of  the  offenders. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  respect — My  Lords, 

your  Lord'"'"  most  obedient  and 

most  humble  servant 

H.  Fox. 


Lordi'  of  Trade  to  Secretary  Fox. 

[  New-York  Kntrlcs,  0.,  p.  (IS.  ] 

To  the  Right  Hon""  Henry  Fox  Esq :  His  Majesty's  Secretary  at  War. 

Sir 

Upon  considering  your  letter  to  Us.  dated  the  13  of  February  last  desiring  We  would  give 
the  necessary  Orders  to  M' Clinton  Governor  of  New  York  to  send  the  Mutineers  at  Oswego  with 
the  Witnesses  against  them  to  Halifax,  in  order  that  they  might  take  their  tryaia  there,  a 
difficulty  has  arisen  in  what  manner  the  expence  attending  the  passage  of  these  people  to  and 
from  Hidifax  is  to  be  defrayed 

We  could  wish  that  the  Assembly  there  might  be  induced  to  make  the  necessary  1  rovision 
for  this  expence  and  shall  give  directions  to  M'  Clinton  to  recommend  it  to  them  in  the 
strongest  manner  hut  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  in  the  present  disposition  of  the  Assembly 
they  will  not  he  prevail.-.!  upon  to  grant  any  money  for  this  Service  And  therefore  we  must 
beg  the  favour  that  yon  will  he  phased  to  inform  us  what  directions  it  may  be  proper  to  give 
M'  Clinton  in  case  the  Assembly  shall  refuse  to  comply  with  his  recommendation 

We  are 

Sir 

Your  most  obedient  and 

humble  Servants 

Di  NK  Halifax 

....  .      ,     ,1  Ja:    t5HENVII,I,B 

Whitehall  ,^ 

Jun:  31.  1763. 
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8eoretary  Fox  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

(New-Tork  Pnpein,  Bundle  li.] 

My  Lords, 

I  am  honoured  with  your  LordPi"  letter  of  the  1<3">  instant,  desiring  to  be  informed  wiiat 
direct-  may  be  necessary  for  your  Lord'T'  to  give  Govern'  Clinton,  in  case  the  Assembly 
at  ^ew  York  should  not  be  prevailed  upon  by  bin.  to  defray  the  expence  of  transporting  the 
Mutineers,  with  the  witnesses  against  them  to  and  from  Halifax,  in  order  to  their  being  tryid 
there;  and  am  to  acquaint  Your  LordPP-,  that  as  the  prisoners  and  witnesses  are,  as  I  suppose, 
in  the  King  s  pay,  as  soldiers,  the  contingent  expeuces.  such,  as  the  passage  by  sea,  are  usually 
defrayd  by  the  corps  they  belong  to;  Gov'  Clinton  should  therefore,  I  think,  be  directed  to 
order  the  Captains  to  defray  the  said  contingent  expeuces;  but  if,  tho',  it  should,  upon  this 
occasion  be  thought  too  great  for  them  to  bear,  the  Assembly  decline  it,  upon  his  directing  bis 
agent  to  apply  to  this  ofHce  for  such  part  of  the  expence  as  shall  be  thought  too  great  lor  the 
Captains,  1  will  take  care  that  such  excess  shall  be  made  good. 

1  am  with  the  greatest  Respect— My  Lords 

Your  LordfP'  most  obedient  and  most 

„,    .,      ,  humble  servant. 

21.  March  1763.  „    „ 

H.  tox. 


Opinion  of  the  lA>rd.'^  of  Trade  on  the  Boumhries  between  Ntw-  York  and  New  Jersey. 

[  Touriial,  Al.] 

Opinion  of  the  Board  upon  the  Questions  of  Boundaries  between  N.  Y.  &  N.  J. 

Thursday  June  V"-  1753. 
At  a  Meeting  of  His  Majesty's  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations. 

Present— The  Right  Hon  :  Horatio  VValpole  M'  Pitt 

M'  Grenville  M'  Oswald. 


m 


Nfw-Vork 


Their  Lordships  took   into  Consideration  the  Act  passed   in  the  Provin-e  oi 
New  Jersey  in  174?  for  running  the  Line  of  I'artition  between  that  Province  & 
New  York  and  came  to  the  following  opinion  and  resolutions  thereupon  viz* 

The  Act  ir,  Question  is  An  Act  passed  by  the  (Jovernor,  Council  &  Assembly  of  the  Province 
of  New  Jei  sey. 

The  general  object  of  it  is  to  run  the  Line  of  Partition  and  Division  between  the  Provinces 
of  New  Jersey  and  New  York. 

Tho  Considerations  which  arise  upon  this  Act  are  of  two  sorts,  vi?,' 

Such  as  relate  to  the  principles  upon  which  it  is  founded,  &  such  as  relate  to  the 
TruuBuctioiis  &  CircumstanceH  which  accompany  it. 


"■fi 
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If  the  Act  &  the  Regulations  prescribed  by  it  are  founded  upon  Principles  of  Justice,  and 
are  consistent  with  the  established  Forms  of  the  Constitution  in  such  cases,  and  can  be 
rendred  effectual  to  answer  the  proper  and  legal  purposes  of  it,  the  Act  ought  to  be  confirmed. 

But  if  on  the  contrary  it  should  be  found  unjust,  unwarrantable  and  ineffectual,  it  ought  to 

be  rejected.  ,  .      ,      .  ^        •     .•         e 

As  to  the  first,  it  is  an  Act  of  the  Province  of  New  Jersey  interested  in  the  determination  ot 

the  Limits  and  in  the  consequential  advantages  to  arise  from  it. 

The  Province  of  New  Jersey  in  it's  distinct  and  seperate  capacity  can  neither  make  nor 
establish  Boundaries;  it  can  a.  little  form  Regulations  for  deciding  Differences  between  itself 
and  other  Parties  concerned  in  Interest. 

The  established  limits  of  its  Jurisdiction  and  Territory  are  such  as  the  Grants  under  which 

it  claims  have  assigned. 

If  those  Grants  are  doubtful!  and  differences  arise  either  upon  the  construction  or  upon 
the  matter  of  them.  We  apprehend  that  there  are  but  two  methods  of  deciding  them  either  by 
the  concurrence  of  all   parties  concerned  in  Interest,  or  by  the   regular  and  legal  forms  ol 

judicial  proceedings.  . 

The  legal  method  of  proceeding  We  conceive  must  be  derived  from  the  immediate 
authority  of  the  t^-own  itself,  and  he  signilled  hy  a  commission  iruni  His  Majesty  under  the 

"The'cmnmisMon  of  subordinate  Olli.'ers  and  of  derivative  Powers  are  not  competent  nor 
adequate  to  such  purposes.  ■    ,•  .• 

To  judge  otherwise  would  be  to  s.-t  up  ex  parte  Determinations  &  incompetent  Junsdictmns 
in  the  place  of  Justice  and  legal  Authority. 

If  the  Act  of  New  Jersey  cannot  conclude  other  parties,  it  cannot  be  effectual  to  answer  the 

Ends  proposed.  ,      ,      •  i  ,  c 

That  it  would  not  be  effectual  to  form  an  absolute  decision  in  this  case,  tb.'  Legislature  ot 

that  Province  seems  sensible,  whilst  it  en.leavours  to  place  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown  the 

Decision  of  one  point  relative  to  this  matter  a.ul  of  considerable  importance  to  it,  which  power 

the  Crown  C  not  derive  from  them  without  their  having  the  power  to  establish  the  thing  itsell 

without  the  assistance  of  the  Crown. 

\s  We  think  the  present  Act  without  the  Concurrence  of  other  parties  concerned  in  Interest 

unwarrantable  and  ineffectual,  the  next  point  to  be  considered  is   what  Transactions  and 

Proceedings  have  passed  towards  obtaining  such  concurrence. 

The  principal  Parties  interested  are  the  two  Provinces  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey  and 

the  Crown.  ,   t    •  j-  .•  j  «• 

The  Provinces  are  interested  with  respect  to  their  Government  and  Jurisdiction  and  His 

Majesty  with  respect  Sovereignty,  Seigneurie  and  I'roperty. 

With  regard  to  the  Transactions  on  the  part  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  We  shall  only 
observe,  that  whatever  Agreements  have  been  made  formerly  between  the  two  Provinces  lor 
settling  their  Boundaries,  whatever  Acts  ol  Assembly  have  passed,  and  whatever  Commissioim 

have    been    issued    by    the    respective   (iovernors   &   (jovernmenls,   the    Proceedings    u. r 

them  have  never  been  periected,  the  Work  remains  unfinished  and  the  Disputes  between  the 
two  Provinces  subsist  with  as  much  Contradiction  as  ever. 

But  wiiat  we  principally  rely  upon  is,  that  those  Transactions  were  never  properly  warrant.'.! 
on  the  part  ol  tlie  Crown,  that  the  Crown  never  participated  in  tliem,.nor  could  be  bound  willi 
respect  to  it'n  Inleresla  by  I'roceediugs  so  authori;ted. 
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The  Interests  of  the  Crown  may  be  considered  in  three  lights,  either  as  Interests  of 
bovereignty  respecting  mere  government,  of  Seigneurie,  which  respect  Escheats  and  Quit 
Kents;  or  of  Property,  as  relative  to  the  soil  itself,  which  last  takes  place  in  such  cases  where 
either  the  Crown  has  never  made  any  Grants  of  the  Soil,  or  where  such  Grants  have  by  actual 
Escheats  reverted  to  it.  With  regard  to  the  former  viz'  those  of  Sovereignty  it  may  be 
a  Hedged,  that  they  are  not  materially  attected  by  the  Question,  as  both  Provinces  are  under 
the  In-med.ate  Government  &  Direction  of  the  Crown,  but  they  stand  in  a  v .ry  ditterent  light 

sT;  atirr/u"  t  'T''  ''  ^"'V'*^-'^  ^'  "'^^•^^^^^'  ^"'^  -« ^'--^  --"  -p-  - "-"  •"' 

situation  of  the  two  Provinces  makes  a  material  alteration;  for  though  the  Province  of  New 

Jersey  IS  not  under  Regulations  either  of  Propriety  or  Charter  with  respect  to  its  government. 

yet  It  IS  a  Propriety  Province  with  respect  to  the  Grant  and  Tenure  of  it's  Territory,  and 

consequently  as  New  Vork  is  not  in  that  Predicament,  the  Determination  of  the  Boundary  in 

p  ejudice  to  that  Province  will  affect  the  Interest  of  the  Crown,  with  respect  to  the  Tenure  of 

such  Lands  as  are  concerned  in  this  Question,  it  being  eveident  that  whatever  Districts  are 

supposed  to  be  immediately  held  of  the  Crown  in  New  York  by  being  supposed  to  be  included 

n  the  Limits  of    he  Province  of  New  Jersey,  will  immediately  pass  to  the  Proprietors  of  that 

Irov.nce  and  be  held  of  them,  by  which  means  the  Crown  will  be  deprived  of  it's  Escheat.,  and 

the  Quit  Rents  pass  into  other  hands;  And  as  to  what  has  been  said  to  obviate  this  d,fficuity, 

that  the  L.rown  having   made   absolute   Grants   of  the    whole    Territory  that   can    possiblv 

come  in  Question  under  the  Determination  of  the  Boundary,  and  reserved  only  trifling  and 

inconsiderable  Quit  Rents,  it  does  not  seem  to  us  conclusive,  since  it  admits  as  Interest  in  the 

CromUhe  greatness  or  smallnessof  which  is  merely  accidental  and  does  not  affect  the  Essence 

of  the  Question.     Though  We  cannot  help  observing  that  in  the  case  of  exorbitant   Grants 

with  inconsiderable  Quit  Rents  and  where  consequently  it  may  reasonably  be  supposed  that 

the  Crown  has  been  deceived  in  such  Grants  by  its  Officers,  the  contingent  Right  of  Property 

in  virtue  of  it's  Seigneurie  seems  rather  to  be  enlarged  than  diminished. 

This  being  the  Case,  it  appears  to  us  that  Governor  Hunter  ought  not  to  have  issued  his 
commission  for  running  the  line  above  mention'.!  without  obtaining  a  previous  direction  & 
instruction  from  the  Crown  for  that  purpose,  a  Comission  issued  under  such  circumstances 
can  be  consider  d  with  respect  to  the  interests  of  the  Crown  in'  no  o.her  light  than  as  a  mere 
nullity;    1  hat  even  with  respect  to  the  I'rovin<-e  of  New  York  we  observe  the  Commission  is 
questionable,  as  it  does  not  follow  the  Directions  of  the  Act  of  1717.  which  declares  that  the 
Commission  to  be  issued  shall   be  granted   under   the  joint   authority  of  the  Governor  and 
Council    of  that  I  rovince;    But  as  it  has  been  urged  that    the  Crown    has   since  confirmed 
and  approve,!  these  Transactions  either  by  previous  declarations  or  by  subsequent  acquiescence 
and  consequently  participated  in  then,  so  far  as  to  condu.le  itself.     We  shall  in  the  next  plu-e 
consider  the  circumstances  urged  for  that  purpose.     We  .!o  not  think  tliat  any  thing  has  been 
transacted  iii  such  a  manner  as  to  support  such  an  Inference.     It  has  been  urged  that  the  Crown 
hy  giving  consent  to  an   Act  passed  in  New  York  in  1717  for  paying  and  discharging  several 
. i-htH  .  ue  from  that  (Colony  &'c«  conclu.led  and   bound  itself  with  respect  to  the  subsequent 
1  roceedmgs  had  un.ler  the  Commission  issued  by  Governor  Hunter.     The  view  and  purport  of 
that  Act  appear  to  us  so  entire  &  so  distinctly  formed  for  the  purposes  of  raising  money  and 
••slabhslMug  funds  so  various  and  so  distinct  from  any  consi.leralion  of  the  Disputes  subsisting 

'  i«,  ill  iiriijiiml.  —  Do. 
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in  the  two  Provinces  with  respect  to  the  Boundaries,  that  We  cannot  conceive  a  single  clause  irx 

p.  p  coul  "  ot  he  effected  by  any  Commission  hut  from  itself,  and  can  therefore  never  he 
s^posed  to  have  thereby  approved  a  commission  from  another  Authority  at  that  t.me  actually 
i«<iied  &  Droceeded  uf>'»  previous  to  that  assent. 

WUH      "1  to  ,he   Transactions  between  the   Province  of  New  York  and  Co"nect,cut, 
,lied8  .    '•     .'      imilar  to  and  urged  as  a  Precedent,  and  even  as  an  approbation  of  the  Matter 
now   n  •;        ...n.  Wo  think  the  two  cases  materially  &  essentially  different  from  each  other 
T  :  It  passed  in  New  York  in  1719  for  running  and  ascertaining  the  Lmes  o    P-  - - 
Division  between  this  Colony  and  the  Colony  of  Connect.cut  recUes,  that  m    '- y  -   ^^3  t  e 
Governor  &  Council  of  New  York  and  the  Governor  and  Commissioners  of  Connect  cut  d 
fn  Council  conclude  an  Agreement  concerning  the  Boundaries  of  the  two  Frov.nces ;   That  ., 
consequ  nee  of  this  Agreement  Commissioners  and  Surveyors  were  appointed  on  the  par   o 
e.       Co  liy.  who  actually  did  agree,  dete.mine  and  ascertain  the  Lines  of  Partition    mar  ed 
Tt  a  ce  ta  n'part  of  them  and  fixed  the  Point  from  whence  the  remaining  parts  «houhi  be  r 
Tha   the  several  things  agreed  on  and  done  by  the  said  Commissioners  were  rat.f e      y      e 
respective   Governors  entred  on  Record  in  each  Colony  and  in   March  1';^"^  ^PP;«"^'\  ^^ 

Sr^c^it^:^^^^^^^ 

'"A7:\t  rg'::r:,:;ch  ...  been  urged  in  support  of  the  Act.  That  the  Transactions 
„,rt . iv  p  ss'd  for  settling  the  Boundary  have  determined  the  most  material  parts  of  U,  and 
thtne  point  being  f.xe.f  and  the  other  left  to  the  Crown  to  fix  at  it's  pleasure  the  remain  e 
of  1  Ul     C  nsequtnce  &  of  no  Difficulty.     We  observe  in  the  first  place  that  the  Crown    a 
bee,    oP.mv  to  those  Transactions,  that  the   Merits  and   Execution  of  them  are  con  estec. 
e  V    1  ose  V  ho  were  parties  to  them,  that  the  Crown  would  by  such  a  Method  be  drawn 

ntoX     '^N  -nt  to  Matters  in  which  i.  has  never  participated,  and  to  authorize  future 
D^tenlaU::  upon    it's    Interests,  under  proceedings  which   it   may  have  no   opportunity 

'°  rr^lre  it  appears  to  us  that  the  Proceedings  in  this  aflair  were  not  -^nted  in  ti.e 

„.":t'v.  rrtinc,..,  a'l  Li  .h.  «»r«,:„y  .1..  .le.^e  U.eir  A.c.uJan™  a.  .I»  Boa,,.  „„ 
Wednesday  tlie  4"'  of  .luly. 
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Reverend  Sarnnel  Johnson  to  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

[  "  American  Colonic.  M.  S."    Lambelli  Palac«,  No.  1123, 1,,  No.  M.  ] 

May  it  please  your  Grace 

This  humbly  waits  upon  Your  Grace  by  M^  S>nUh  a  very  ingenious  Young  Gentlemar,  in 
wose  favor  you  wrote  to  M^  Chief  Justice  De  Lance,.-He  is  not  returning  and  desires,  (as  is 
Grip        w^T  r  M         ?"    "'•  ''''''  '^  ''^'^  ''''''  '"  '''''''  P'^'^'  --^y  be  transmitted  to  Your 

ow"  o7o^r  a  ?r'  '"^  "'"'"^'^  '"•  "  ■'  '^"^  '"  "'^'^  ^  P-'«f  "^■'^t  ^uty  which  we 

ov^e  to  Your  Grace,  winch  ,s  to  inform  you  of  the  condition  of  things  with  regard  to  the  church 
and  religion  in  these  parts  of  the  world  — 

In  her  rasydJ.-So  .n  doth  do.  and  trace  ker  instantly:^  To  use  the  words  of  good  old 
nllH  7  r  r  7'''  anything  of  note  written  by  the  free-thinkers,  (as  they  affect  to 
call  themselves)  to  the  detriment  of  Christianity,  but  what  is  transmitted  hithe  and  propagated 
-iZf ,!";"'     ^"'^•^"y  ''''  ■"-'  ""^'^'^'1  by  -ny  conceited  and  unthinking  people  -As 

wd  m  ke^r  T'T""'  ^rVf  ^''"'  ^°  ''''  ''  ^'''^'  ■'•"^  '  '■'^-  -'"  g-"'be  Ascendant ; 
Tnd  t  h  fn?  "  ?^^  .-melancholy  that  we  cannot  be  favoured  with  a  good  Bishop  to  assist 
and  go  before  us  in  stemming  the  torrent. 

of  yZI  f  H  '""'"r;'  '"'"  '•"  '"'^^"''""  "'^"-'-'  g^''^'^  --'•  '»  ^'og-'  -<^  «  notable  set 
of  Young  gentlemen  of  figure  in  New  York,  have  of  late  set  up  for  writers  in  that  way,  in  a 

weekly  paper  called  the  L,drj,udon^  /?,,,.,.._ Several  worthy  ge.itlemen  of  the  Chuf  h  i. 

he  cZh"?,     T  "'  1'^'%'""  ""'"'^'  '"  '  '^•^'^"  °^  ^-''"S  '^  ^°"^S«  -  ^  ^^---y  0 
,P  ri.    T    '?    "''"  ""''  «-'--«  ^o'-ation  for  other  denominations.- Upon  which 

nd  p  ^t  eml  T  .  ''"'•"'''''"'^  '"  '"'^  •'"•'^^'  '"'^  ''>'  '^"  P°-""'^  -'-«  ^'tl^  public 

and  private,  endeavouring  to  spir.t  up  the  people  against  ns,  and  to  wrest  it  out  of  the  ChurchN 

hands,  and  ma  e  .t  a  sort  of  free-thinking  or  lalitudinarian  Seminary,  as  your  Grace  will  s 
by  several  of  these  papers  M^  Smith  will  lay  before  you. 

We  have  several  of  us  been  writing  in  the  Church's  defence  against  them,  and  endeavouring, 
not  Without  some  success  to  defeat  their  pernicious  schemes._°Among  other.,  I  beg  leave  to 

ulose   beha  iour  hah  been  very  virtuous  inoffensive  and   amiable  in  all   respects,  and  wh,^ 
h  th       erted  ,..,„     ,p   ,;  „  great  zeal  &  industry,  and   no  less  good  sense  .^  d  sere  ion    nte 
CI.   rch  s  cause,  and  hath  wrote  several  things  with  very  good  advantage  for  prou.oting  tim 
College  and  for  the  advancement  of  learning  in  the.se  parts,  and  particularly  an  e.x  client  drLg 
of  a  College,  a  copy  of  whieh  1  herewith  seii.i  Your  Grace,  by  whiH.  vou  will  see  to  how  g.td 

hah    I,,.. n    consulting  the  best  interest  of  this  Country,  though   a  stranger  in  it.-VV'e  are 

nZrll  .'"■■"•  ""'   '   '"'""''y  '"^'  >-""^  ^'^^'-'^  '"""^'"«'  -i"'    bim  that  he 

n  ay  return  again  to  us  for  this  purpose.     As  he  has  a  Draught  which  contains  the  princind 
Bteps  the  Assen.bly  have  taken  an.l  are  taking  with  regard  to  their  College  I  beg  le  v  4    r  ^ 
you  to  h.m  for  anything  further,  &  reuiai,,  n.ay  it  please  Your  Grace 

„       ^     ,  ^'our  Giace's  Most  dutiful  Son 

Mratford  in  New  Encland  t  ^    i     i-        ,        .  -    ^ 

June  W  |7.V{  ^  &  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

\nu.  \  i. 


1»"> 


(signed)         Samuel  Johnson 
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Governor  Clinton  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

Flushing  upon  Long  Island 

y«30  June  1753. 

\'::Vesse.  bound  to  Liverpool  I  do  n.yself  the  honor  of  ^^^f^^J^:l^;:l 
^.ted  the  9"-  Instant  when  I  troubled  your  Lordships  with  my  .11  state  o(  Heal  h  which  is  so 
t  from  Ln  ng  that  I  find  myself  grow  weaker  every  day  and  I  greatly  fear  the  .11 
lar   from    "^^"'^  "S  ^  nw  family  if  any  accident  should  happen  to  me  here  for  as  I 

A.  1  flv,t  -.11  those  who  are  husbands  and  Fathers  must  p.ty  my  situation 
■■"^t        ■  P         ".l^to  -c,u»in.  your   Lor.„Mps  w„».  has  .,,ce  passed  between  n,.  a„ 
the  Wians  thai  eame  /ow„  upon  some  eom,,h,iuls  and  .he  step,  1  ,n,n,.d,a,ely  took  wuh  the 

^7™  lir;.:';:^*;:::!^:!  ..  ,.,..,  «  so™.  ..pressi„„s  in  the  ,o.es  „f  A..e„.h,y 
.,:,;;r;:^:r..otdsh,pspe™sa,hywh,e^ 

°',"h,v:t"  the  earliest  notice  to  .Joverno,  Ilauuhon  of  the  n.otiou,  of  the  French  and 
,hir.;°nsaV>  have  received  it  and  desired  hin,  to  ac<,uaint  '•■-"-^«;';,™'";  ".^i: 

r::^- -rrt  r>h^;tr:L:=x;r^^^^^  :  ™ 

in  it  and  beg  leave  to  assure  you  of  the  profound  Respect  with  which  I  am 

My  Lords 

Your  Ldps.  mo  obedient 

and  very  humble  Serv» 
G  Clinton. 


Colond  Juhnwii  to  Governor  Clinton. 

[Niw-Yiirk  I'aiKTP,  II.,  No.  «<>.  ] 


by  a  great  n.any  Muha«  I;.,  who  can.e  wlu.opinB  &  hollnwu.g  m  a  ,r,g,.tfull  manner  »,lh 
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enclosed  string  of  Wampum  to  acquaint  me  hy  order  of  tiie  five  Nations,  from  whence  it  came 
by  fresh  Posts  in  less  than  forty  eight  hours  that  soine  of  their  young  men  wlio  were  hunting 
near  a  place  called  Swegaachey  below  Cadaraghqui  having  seen  a  great  number  of  Freneii  and 
Indians  march  well  equipped  for  War  to  said  place,  which  it  seems  is  tneir  Rendezvous 
dispatched  two  brisk  young  men  with  the  news  to  Onondr.ga,  the  rest  rem  lin  to  watch  tiie 
French's  motion,  and  to  see  if  they  pass  the  Roads  leading  to  their  Castlef..  if  so,  then  they 
are  certain  their  design  must  be  against  the  Ohio  Indians,  Twighteeys  ."^c"  and  in  order  to 
prevent  said  Nations  being  surprized  by  them  they  beg  your  Kxcellency  would  as  soon  as 
possible  send  them  word  of  the  French's  being  on  the  way  thither,  ;;nd  that  by  the  way  of 
Philadelphia,  as  it  is  by  much  the  nearest,  iiut  on  the  other  hand  sliould  said  army  turn 
towards  the  five  Nations,  as  they  from  their  fears  seem  to  think  they  may,  there  will  be  an 
express  with  a  large  Belt  of  Wampum  sent  to  acquaint  us  of  it  and  desire  our  assistance  both 
of  Men  &  Ammunition  which  they  earnestly  desired  1  vvouiu  instantly  inform  your  Excellency 
of.  Nay  so  intent  they  were  on  it  that  they  would  not  be  satisfied  unti!  I  wrote  this,  and 
dispatched  it  to  Albany  by  one  of  my  own  people  on  Horsebac  .  in  their  presence,  so  that  I 
hope  your  Excellency  will  excuse  any  blunders  I  may  have  made,  and  believe  me  with  the 
greatest  esteem  imaginable 

Your  Excellencys 

most  obedient  Servant 
20  April  1753.  W»JoHN«ox 

P  S. 

They  judge  their  number  about  twelve  Hundred,  besides  the  Battoe  Men  and  say  that  there 
are  a  great  many  officers  &  young  gentlemen  by  their  appearance  New  York.  A  true  copy 
Ex"  P'  Gw  Banvar  D  Secry 


Captain  Stoddart  to  Colonel  John-son. 

[  Now-V.jrk  raper»,  li.,  Ai.  ] 

Oswego  May  15"»  1753 
Yesterday  passed  by  here  thirty  odd  French  Canoes,  part  of  an  army  going  'o  Belle  Riviere, 
to  make  good  their  claim  there,  and  by  a  Frenchman  who  passed  this  also  yesterday  in  his  way 
to  Cajocka  gives  me  the  ."allowing  ac.-ount  which  he  said  he  learned  rrom  common  Report  in 
Canada  Viz:  that  the  army  consisted  of  six  thousand  French  commanded  by  Mons'  Marin, 
who  is  ordered  to  Ohio  to  settle  the  I.imilts  between  us  and  they,  that  they  lay  claim  on  all  the 
Lands  on  any  of  the  Rivers  or  creeks  descending  or  terminating  in  the  great  Lake;  that  if  he 
met  with  any  opposition  he  is  to  make  good  his  claim  by  force  of  Arms  and  to  b>iild  Forts 
in  such  places  he  shall  think  most  convenient  to  secure  their  right;  that  one  '^ort  is  to  be 
built  at  Ka-sa-no-tia-yo-go  (a  carrying  place)  and  ano.her  at  Diontarogo ;  they  are  also  to 
oblige  all  the  English  they  meet  with,  whether  Traders  or  others  to  evacuate  the  place,  as:'iey 
look  upon  all  we  possess  now  as  their  undoubted  Ifi-ht,  which  they  mean  to  support  by  force 
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of  An,,,,  That  tl,i.  expediliou  i»  agreeable  ,0  orders  received  rro,«  the  Grand  Monarque  late 

t  the" inter,  thai  he  particnlnrly  order,  them  that  they  molest  not  thi,  Post  at  any  Rate  ,n 

1  i  eTl'l'of  Cape1.reto„  huLt  any  other  „»..  the  English  »'-■'  P"X  ;3;;    ^ 

Oroon  oh  tc^^^^^^^^^^        who  would  not  engage  to  go  to  war  with  the  English  &  on  O  ,o  bat  are 
eZoved  at  .o  much  1"  Month  to  Hant  for ,-  army:  our  f,.e  Nations  are  very  unea  y,  &  many 
ZTre  t  e  flrs.  and  principal  settlers  at  Swegat.y  are  returning  to  ">-  '"Td^o^Ir       tak 
Tnd  seem  to  have  much  the  spirit  of  Re,.nt,nent  in  them,  that  the  F''™"'',''"""' f  "' '°  ,"";, 
;o.«ssion  or  settle  and  build  Ports  a.  Ohio,  w.th.u.  .h.,r  77'':. »'  ''^^^  f°  u,  y  were 
their  orooerlv,  and  many  of  them  are  now  eager  to  take  up  the  Hatchett  ad  il  they  were  a 
UlesprieT^nd  assistL  by  us  would  soon  with  the  assistance  of  tl,.,r  Alhes,  f'-'™t.  th 
S  I  enT  o  the  French  l-olitidaus,  intended  settlement,  which  if  we  tamely  snifer,  J  .my  h  d 

concerning  this  army  sl.all  not  fail  to  comnu.nicato  it  to  you  at  all  apportun.tys  :  ^  ^ 

The  preceding  is  a  true  copy  of  a  paper  sent  to  his  Excellency  Gov'  Clinton  by  Coll  W" 
Joi;::::::  co^y  of  a  .tter  tl^hi.  .0.  Capt«  Benjamin  ^toddart- Ex.n,ne^^^^^^^  ^^^^^ 


Luutenant  lloUavl  to  Governor  Clinton. 


t  New- York  r»pcr»,  II.,  No.  fi3.  ] 


Oswego  May  y"  IS'"  1753. 


Sir 


I  be.,  leave  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  yesterday  passed  this  place  thirty  odd  French 
Ub  their  right,  and  which  they  will  never  give  over. 
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Every  thing  in  this  Garrison  is  well  and  as  nothing  further  occurs — beg  leave  to  subscribe 
myself  with  all  due  (1!eference 

Sir 

Your  Excellency's 

mo  dutiful  humble  Serv* 
New  York  Kitchen  Holland 

A  True  Copy  exam''  P' 

Gw  Banfar  D  Secry 


Conference  between  Governor  Clinton  and  the  Indians. 

[  New- York  Papers,  II.,  »:•,  ] 

Fort  George  in  the  City  of  New  York 

12  June  1753. 
Minutes  of  Meeting  between  His  Excellency  the  Honble  George  Clinton  Capt" 
General  &  Commander  in  Cheif  of  the  Colony  of  New  York  &c  &c  and 
Seventeen  Mohawk  Indians 

Present—  Of  His  Majestys  Council 

James  Alexander  Mayor  of  y«  City 

Archibald  Ke.inedy  & 

Edward  Holland  William  Johnson 

Several  Members  of  the  Assembly 

&  other  Gentlemen  Atwnding 
William  Printeys  Interpreter  Peter  Wraxall  Secry 

Hendrick  an  Indian  Cheif  rose  up  &  made  the  following  speech  addressed  to  his  Excellency 

Brother 

We  are  come  hither  to  renew  &  make  bright  the  Covenant  Chain  of  our  Forefathers  and 
to  wipe  away  all  Tears  from  your  eyes  (here  he  gave  the  Gov' a  String  of  Wampum)  We 
come  here  with  peaceable  intentions 

Brother 

Wfi  are  come  to  renvnd  you  of  the  antient  alliance  agreed  on  between  our  respective 
Forefatiicrs:  We  were  Ui:iled  together  by  a  Covenant  Chain  and  it  seems  now  likely  to 
be  broken  not  from  our  Faults  but  yours 

Brother 

You  know  me  very  well,  that  I  have  always  been  a  help  and  support  to  you  when  you  have 
called  our  fSix  Nations  together  at  Albany — By  my  means  every  tiling  h,is  gone  right  &  whilst 
the  five  oth»>r  nations  of  Indians  iiave  psoniised  and  not  performed  the  Mohawks  liave  always 
proved  true 
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''TZ\  iuBt  now  you  know  me  very  well,  and  my  heartaches,  because  we  Mohawks  have 
a,wa;        en  nuthfufto  you,  as  our  hr'o.her  Col  Johnson  can  Witness  when  he     adj^.e  -  .f 
ulian  affairs  especially  in  this  last  War  there  was  no  assistance  given  you  but  by  our  Nations, 
:td  the  WartsL  s'ome  time  longer  we  would  have  torn  the  Frenchmens  Hearts  out 

""Tt/the  indifference  and  neglect  shewn  towards  us  makes  our  hearts  ake.  and  if  you  dont 
alter  your  Behaviour  to  us  we  fear  the  Covenant  Chain  will  be  broken 

*"  We"ont  lay  the  blame  upon  yourself,  but  upon  your  Council  &  Assembly  for  brother  we 
know  you  wouli  be  willing  to  do  your  part,  but  the  dont  regard  us  nor  strwe  to  take  any 
care  of  us 

""Tt  greives  us  to  the  Heart  to  know  and  hear  that  the  Council  and  Assembly  dont  take  care 
of  Ifhany  but  le°.ve  it  naked  and  defenceless,  and  dont  care  what  becomes  of  our  Nation,  You 
sit  in  Peace  &  quietness  here  whilst  we  are  exposed  to  the  enemy 

Brother  ,       i    »  .„„  Mnlmu/ka  have  taken  and  used  it  figainst 

,::::- rL:^;^:::::  r  :::v":ier„rorr- » .. ..  .„ ,.. .. 

rw:r»:«™  Me'ntler.  I  >v„.h  ,e.,o„  >hat  .load  »e,..  now  to  b.  ..olled 

1^'"°^'^'''"  . ,        r  tu^A  f«  lirinir  ill  thiues  into  the  State  they  used  to 

""TyL  dont  endeavour  to  redress  our  Greivances  the  rest  of  our  Brethren  the  5  Nations 
shall  know  of  it  and  all  Paths  will  be  stopped. 

^'■0*''^''  ■  1     •         c  it    ,rnii  mnv  nprlians  tell  us  you  will  write  to 
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At  a  Council  held  at  Fort  George  in  the  City  of  New  York  the  ]2"'  day  of  June  1753 

PuESENT— His  Excell'^  the  Ilouble  Geo  Clinton  Captain  General  &c  &c 
M'  Alexander  M'  Holland 

M'  Kennedy  Col.  Johnson 

Hendrick  and  three  other  Sachims  of  the  Mohawk  Nation  lately  come  to  this  place  were 
introduced  &  Hendrick  spoke  to  His  Kxcellency  as  follows 

Brother 

When  our  Brethren  the  English  first  came  among  us  we  gave  and  sola  them  Lands,  and 
have  continued  to  do  so  ever  since,  but  it  seems  now  as  if  we  had  no  Lands  left  for  ourselves 

Brother 

We  have  sold  several  small  Parcels  of  Land  to  our  Brethren  and  tiiey  have  taken  up  a  much 
greater  quantity  wliich  will  appear  by  the  Records  We  know  our  Brother  is  not  privy  to  tiiis 
and  do's  not  approve  of  it,  but  that  it  has  been  done  by  stealth  and  Deceit,  and  we  desire  our 
Brother  to  examine  into  the  Grants  of  Land  to  know  if  there  be  any  such  Frauds.  We  did 
design  to  give  several  Tracts  of  Land  to  sundry  persons,  but  whenever  we  were  about  to  sell 
a  piece  of  Land  to  a  poor  man  we  were  informed  the  Land  was  taken  by  others  &  that 
therefore  we  could  not  dispose  of  it 

Brother 

As  to  what  we  have  sold  we  are  well  satisfied  therewith  and  sensible,  but  it  greives  us  to 
have  more  taken  up  than  we  have  agreed  to  sell  And  there  are  several  people  come  down 
with  us  who  have  agreed  with  us  for  the  Land,  and  if  they  will  do  right  we  will  do  justice  to 
them  for  we  do  not  love  to  cheat  our  Brethren.  And  we  desire  our  brother  to  let  us  see  the 
Patents  that  we  may  shew  our  brother  what  Lands  we  liave  sold  &  what  we  have  not,  for 
sure  brother  there  is  no  grunt  given  out  l)ut  that  the  names  of  tiie  Persons  wiio  bought  the 
Lands  &  of  the  Surveyor  &  Interpreter  are  mentioned  &-.  by  this  we  shall  know  who  have 
cheated  us. 

Brother.  I  am  going  to  tell  you  how  many  persons  we  (iesign  to  drive  away  from  our  Lands 
Viz.  Barclay,  Pichetts  wife  who  lives  just  by  us  and  who  does  us  a  great  deal  of  Damage  by 
selling  us  liquors  and  by  that  means  making  us  destroy  one  another:  Some  short  time  before 
we  left  home  &  an  Indian  was  stabbed  thro'  her  selling  Liquor.  We  let  her  have  a  little 
spot  of  Land  and  she  takes  in  more  and  more  every  year,  and  we  desire  our  brother  to  give  us 
an  order  to  turn  her  olf  the  Land  when  we  go  home. 

Brother  We  have  a  complaint  against  Arent  Stevens  he  bought  a  Tract  of  Land  of  us,  and 
when  the  Surveyor  Hendrick  Fry,  came  to  survey  it  we  shewed  iiim  how  far  to  go,  and  then 
Arent  Stevens  came  and  told  Fry  he  had  employed  him  and  made  him  go  a  great  deal  further 
and  now  this  last  spring  there  came  an  other  Surveyor  M'  Golden  to  survey  the  same  piece  of 
Land  and  then  Arent  Stevens  made  M'  Golden  still  go  further  than  Fry  went,  so  that  he  stole 
twice  from  us;  And  lately  M'  Fry  surveyed  this  Land  again  &  had  one  Indian  Chain  bearer, 
and  Fry  told  us  he  would  show  us  exactly  how  far  we  had  sold  the  Land,  and  then  we  found 
out  how  much  was  stolen  from  us 


784 


NEW-YORK  COLONIAL  MANUSCRIPTS. 


the  same     Gave  a  Belt  of  Wampum 

Th.n  Hendrick  told  His  Excellency  that  he  had  a  piece  of  News  to  tell  him,  which  was  that 

invite  them  to  a  Feast  and  then  destroy  them 
A  true  Copy  examined. 

by  Gw  Banyar 

Deputy  Clerk  of  the  Council 

At  A  Council  held  at  Fort  George  in  the  City  of  New  York  the  15-  day  of  June  1753  P  M 
PKESKNT-His  Excellency  the  Honble  Geo  Clinton  Capf  Genii  &  Governor  in 
Cheif  &c  &c 
M'  Alexander  M'  Holland 

M'  Kennedy  Coil  Johnson 

M'  Holland  Chairman  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the  complaints  of  the 
j>l   Hoii.inuv^.a  ,,  .    pi,„v  nf  Pncroachments  made  on  their  Lands  l)y  the  White 

Mohawk  l„>lian.(now  '"  '' '■. '^''J  /  ™  "'"' 'r'l.e,  ^uaa.ity  of  Land  ll.an  .hey  have 
People,  aoa  of  per.o...  P'^;  ;«,;:„  ;t'l, ''I' all  the' Land,' in  .he  pnrch„e  of  which 
•;;"  rrnVevire  b  ™\  l„r  r:  be.„  pa,ent..  n,any  year,  before  Hi.  Kxe.ileacy 
'  :  '  huul  eramenl    «cept  in  .be  e..e  of  Conra,!.  Ciun.ern.an.  and  .ha.  lb.  gran,  .o 

re'rr  r  ..re  -  ^i---::-:-^^^^^^  i''ci:?,.::.r7e;:;';:': 
i:;:er:;L:t:::e.;r.:'*a;i:i ;:!.-.'., a  .„..  ue„arik  „.«„..  .,„  ro,..wia« 

.in  which  thev  liad  been  defrauded  of  their  Lands  to  wit         • 
:;,  I,r.i.^'«<!n.  l'a.e..o|-  .be  Fla...  a.  C.n.J.bary,  ,nore  ,,a„a  w„,  ..l>on  up  .han  wa.  ..M 

'"..&,p".'"cdlin.-.  Land  a.  Con.jahary,  .ba.  .be  Indian,  .old  .h.  Low  Land  bn,  no.  .h. 

"°°Co;re?iu.  Cnyler.  Land  ..  ih.  Ii..l.  Carrying  place  n.r.h.ide  of  .he  Rl.er,  .ba.  ,be 

'"lT;.erCn:rLt:ror  :;:i:."c'^:b:;':Ca..,e  N.r.h  .ideof.he  Kiver,.he  .„di.n. 
.»;  ,'e  L  XdTbe  would  ha  '  ..re  Land,  ,.  which  he  .aid  „„.  hu.  ye.  ba.  .aken  up  a. 

much  again  as  he  [llu-y]  sold  him 
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"  That  said  Wagenaer  bought  of  the  Indians  some  Land  lying  on  the  South  side  of  the  River 
below  the  Castle  &  has  taken  up  as  much  more  as  they  sold  him 

"  Johannis  Lawyers  Patent  at  Stonerabie  that  the  Indians  sold  to  him  no  further  than  the 
Creek  called  the  Cunstaghratliankre,  in  English  the  Creek  thet  is  never  dry,  and  that  he  has 
taken  up  six  miles  furvher  thm  the  Creek 

"  That  Honnes  Clock  possesses  &  claims  an  Island  opposite  to  Hans  Hesse's  Land  below 
the  Indian  Castle  at  Conojohary  which  they  never  sold  to  any  Person  and  desire  they  may 
have  it  again 

And  then  Hendrik  added  that  these  were  the  cases  in  which  they  have  been  considerably 
cheated  which  were  of  too  great  importance  to  be  neglected,  and  that  there  are  other  Instances 
but  being  of  little  consequence  they  took  no  notice  of  them 
A  True  Copy 

Examined  by  me 

Gw  Banyar 

D.  CI.  of  the  Council 


Fort  George  in  the  City  of  N  York 

The  IG"-  June  1753 
Minutes  of  a  conference  held  this  day  between  His  Excellency  the  Honble  Geo 
Clinton  Capt  General  &  Commander  in  Cheif  of  the  Colony  of  New  York 
&c  &c  and  seventeen  Mohawk  Indians 

PuESENT—  Of  His  Majestys  Council 

James  Alexander  Edward  Holland 

Archibald  Kennedy  Mayor  of  the  City 

William  Johnson 
Paul  Richards  Esq'°  Representative 
for  the  City  &  other  Gentlemen  attending 
William  Printeys  Interpreter  Peter  Wraxall  St'cry 

His  Excellency  opened  the  Conference  by  the  following  Speech  in  answer  to  Heudriks 
Ppeech  made  to  His  Excellcy  the  ISJ""  Inst' 

Brethren 

I  am  glad  to  see  you  here  and  the  more  so  as  you  are  come  with  an  Intention  to  renew  & 
briijhttMi  the  Covenant  Chain  that  hath  so  long  unitt-d  us  together,  and  I  give  you  this  String 
of  Wampum  to  wipe  away  your  Tears     (Gave  a  String  of  Wampum) 

Brethren 

Tlie  Management  of  your  affairs  is  now  put  on  the  same  footing  as  formerly  for  Commissionern 
have  been  appointed  some  time  ago  and  Provision  is  now  made  for  them 

Brethren 

I  have  reason  to  expect  that  Provision  will  also  be  made  lo  take  the  Ilalchett  out  of  the 
Hands  of  the  Six  Nations  and  there  will  he  an  interview  with  you  at  Albany  this  sumujer  for 
Vol..  VI.  \)[) 


Ik'H 


t'l: 
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that  purpose  and  for  strengthening  &  brightening  the  Covenant  Chain  that  the  sa.e  .ay 
remain  inviolable  as  long  as  the  sun  and  Moon  endure 

Brethreu  ^,^^  j^f.^ion^  open  and  clear  and  I  do 

I  have  alveays  desired  you  to  keep  tne  itoaua  ^^„„,.  ,  f„,  keeoinK  up  an  intercourse 

still  recommend  it  to  you    as  I  '-»;  "P°"  ;'^°  ^^    7  me  /    . '"  de '  o'  concern  and  1 
between  us-The  Loss  of  our  Brethren  at  «'"«  8  ^    ^'JJ  ^^  ^hing  in  my 

shall  consult  with  the  Governor  of  Pens.lvan.a  on    Im  ^^^^  '«"  '^^  ^,^^5^  ,„di,„,  ,„d 

their  Designs     (Gave  a  Belt  of  Wampum) 

as  p'  Copy  above 

The  same  persons  remmning  present  as  at  the  foregoing    peech 

Brethren  ,         ,  ^    ^pon  your  Lands  by  the 

V„„  complained  ,o  n,,  ih..  -cne  encro.chmen  .     "V     ''-  J^'  7„,„  j,  ,„„„„„ 

caseofConrndtGunterman  .    „f  t  „„,i  rpcistered  here  to  find  out  whether 

It  would  be  impossible  by  examin.ng  the  Grants  of  I^^"'';^^  f^^^^^^^  „„  ^,„,„  ^^e  Deeds 
the  persons  who  have  purchased  them  have  wnposed  on  -.  " ^  "^Z;;  ^^  ^,,,,„„  of  the 
of  purchase  upon  which  those  Grants  as  wel  ^\^^f'''''ll'^^''^'  you  have  been 
Lands.     I  must  therefore  refer  the  part.cular   '-^-^  J"  "^^'j;",;"^,,^    out   to   the 

.he  King.  <^rnn.  .»  him  in  eo„.e,uence  ol  '""'  P;';  '  I.":,!  X  hi.  .o  eon.inu.  in 
he  i.  e„.i,n,e„  ,■,,  gren,.-,  I-;;"'^^  ;;;;  ^  '  ,':  '  ,.lr  ,hn.  ..„n,,  „n,l  if  n.  yen 
.he  (Iniel  po..e..io«  »l  •»  n.nch  •''"''»■ '"'"'''.'""^  ^„„  ,,,„  ,,,  „„  „„„,  f„n.ent  Ihnt 
„„eV  he  «' j;j,7;;;;t^«:;::     :     r;ie'j::nt.i:c„n™i..ione„  or in. 

.„.  ,„n  ,n™  n„ny  nny  of  jh.  °>';;;;;;':;;,';;;:;    ■;:,:;  .'.Te. i,: <■  h, 

the  c...n.ni«»ioner.  nn.l  in  every  in.l.in.ie  wl..relll  .1  .n..y  n|.|..nr  joii 
.hall  u»  m,  u..no.l  endeavour,  that  ju.lioe  .nay  l)o  done  you. 
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The  instance  you  assign  of  Arent  Stevens's  talking  up  more  Land  than  you  had  sold  appears 
now  in  a  very  different  Light  from  the  Draught  &  Survey  of  that  Land  which  has  been  shewn 
to  you,  and  as  you  seem  to  be  convinced  no  more  Land  is  included  in  that  Draught  than  you 
formerly  sold,  I  expect  you  are  well  satisfied  and  that  I  shall  hear  no  more  complaints  on 
that  account    ( Gave  a  Belt  of  Wampum ) 

» 

Brethren 

I  can  not  help  expressing  my  satisfaction  at  your  behaviour  on  the  Receipt  of  the  Message 
accompanied  with  a  String  of  Wampum  from  the  Governor  of  Canada  inviting  you  to 
Cadaracqui  to  speak  with  you.  The  b'rench  you  know  have^ever  been  treacherous  to  you 
and  you  can  not  be  too  much  on  your  Guard  against  them 

His  Excellency  having  thus  concluded  his  Reply.  Indian  Hendrik  rose  up  and  spoke  as  follows 

Brother 

Those  persons  who  came  down  before  us,  we  have  sold  &  given  Lands  to  and  are  desiroui 
you  will  give  them  Deeds  for  the  same  and  Brother  we  desire  for  the  future  that  you  will 
never  Grant  any  Licences  to  purchase  Lands  unless  we  are  present  with  you 

Brother 

If  any  Person  or  Persons  whatsoever  shall  come  to  measure  Lands  in  our  Parts  without 
first  having  our  consent,  should  any  accident  happen  we  hope  you  Brother  will  not  expect 
any  satisfaction  from  us 

Brother 

We  dont  lay  the  blame  so  much  on  M'  Golden  as  on  those  persons  who  employed  him 

Brother 

We  desire  that  Jerry  Klock  here  present  may  have  a  Licence  to  purchase  the  Land  we 
have  agreed  with  him  for 

Brother 

We  desire  you  will  promise  to  comply  with  our  Requeeta 

Hereupon  the  Governor  and  Council  withdrew  Sc  being  return"*  His  Excellency  spoke  to  the 
Indians  as  follows 

Bri'theren 

I  will  grant  a  Licence  to  IVler  Schuyler  in  the  usual  Form  to  purchase  the  Lands  which 
you  say  you  have  given  him,  as  you  Desire  it  &  as  this  Land  seems  to  he  given  him  instead  of 
the  liand  he  had  obtained  a  liicence  to  purciiase  from  you,  and  as  the  i^and  you  desire  to  be 
granted  to  Jerry  Klock  and  the  other  matters  you  have  just  now  mentioned,  tliey  seem  of  so 
extraordiniiry  a  nature,  I  can  come  lo  no  iinniediate  Rexoliitidn  u|uin  them  especially  as  there 
are  so  few  of  tlu'  (leiitlfnieii  of  the  C'Diincii  in  'I'own,  itnil  tli,  relbre  those  Matters  sliiill  l)e 
taken  into  consideration  and  an  answer  given  yon  thereupon  at  the  conference  lo  be  held  at 
Albany  this  sumnier 
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To  this  Hendrik  replyed 

"  A,';"h..  we  have  desired  .0  be  done  for  o„,  Good  i.  no.  granted  which  ™,kes  o„,  henrt, 
ache  very  much 

you'l  say,  Nothing  shall  be  done  for  us 
"C'^B„o,.e.peeU0»e.heN.io„.d^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

„  „e.r  of  n,e  any  more,  and  Brother  w.  de.ire  to  i.ear  „o  n.ore  o    y  u      And  »      h       - 
longer  aequainl  jou  with  any  New.  or  alln.rs  a»  we  .,.ed  to  do ,  and  «.  to  Jerry  iv 
nre  people  who  want  to  do  hin,  ,oa,e  harm  hot  we  will  not  agree  to  .t 

"*  We"id  not  expect  when  we  came  from  Home  that  all  our  de.ire,  would  have  no  eliie. 

The  Indians  then  went  away 

The  fore.oin,r  Proceedings  hetween  His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton  and  a  Deputation 
of^^^SuuIlLn.conUineain   Eighteen  pages  are  ..ith.u.iy  taken  Iron,  the  Records  ot 

Indian  Atlairs'  ^^  ^^^ 

Pethu  Whaxall 

Secry  and  Agent 

for  Indian  Affairs 


Representation  of  the  TmixU  of  Trade  to  the  Khuj. 

[  New. York  Entfl«,  0.  p.,  00.  ] 

To  the  Kino's  most  Excellknt   Majestv 

''"I  "^^^IZ^^^^y^^  order  in  Council  .lated  tl,e  0  of  last  n.on.h.  We  lu.e  prepared 

^^^^Zl^r.^  I"«tr.iti.L  and  of  those  which  relate  .o  the  Acts  oTra.U-  andNav.ga.um 

s-^      .    vers  Oshorn  of  Chicksan.is  in  the  County  of  Bedfor.l  Uar'  whom  Uur  Majesty  has 

:^:^;  :      >    ;^^  t...  province  of  New  V-r.;  in  which    Dn.n.htsVe  have 

ih  r  ti..       innn,  and  ad.litions  to  the  Instructions  given  hy  your  M.,,es,y  t.,  tl.e  1  -m 

,.;  r     ton  Ks.,:  the  late  Jovernor  of  the  said  Province  in  the  iollow.ng  part.culars,  N  u. 


K 
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Upon  a  revisal  of  the  former  General  Insinictions  it  nppear'd  that  by  a  frequent  Insertion  of 
the  additional  Instructions  given  from  time  to  time  to  the  several  successive  Governors  of  Newr 
York  and  by  not  observing  a  proper  method  in  inserting  them,  the  order  in  which  the  said 
General  Instructions  had  been  first  arranged  was  alter'd  and  things  which  had  no  proper 
relation  to  each  other  so  intermixed  as  to  create  Confusion  and  perplexity  We  have  therefore 
in  the  present  Draught  ranged  and  digested  the  several  Articles  in  such  a  manner  as  that  those 
which  relate  to  the  same  subject  may  be  found  together.  We  have  likewise  in  many  parts  of 
the  said  instructions,  where  the  expressions  might  admit  of  a  doubtful  construction  endeavoured 
to  make  them  more  explicit;  But  as  a  minute  detail  of  such  variations  as  are  merely  literal 
seems  unnecessary  We  shall  only  point  out  to  your  Majesty  those  alterations  which  have  been 
made  in  the  subject  matter  of  these  Instructions 

In  all  such  parts  of  these  Instructions  where  the  Governor  is  directed  to  transmit  any 
particular  or  general  Accounts  of  his  Proceedings,  and  of  the  state  of  affairs  within  his 
Government.  We  have  omitted  the  words  to  us  h>j  one  of  Our  principal  Secretaries  of  Slate  and 
liave  inserted  lieu  of  them,  To  Our  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations,  in  order  to  be  laid 
before  Us,  conformable  to  the  directions  of  that  part  of  your  Majesty's  Order  in  Council  of  tiie 
11  of  March  1752  containing  regulations  with  respect  to  the  Plantations  which  relates  to 
the  Method  of  Gov"  Correspondence,  and  we  have  added  a  Clause  to  the  last  Article  of  the 
said  Draught  of  General  Instructions,  directing  the  Governor  to  correspond  with  the  Secretary 
of  ti^tate  only,  whenever  any  occurrences  shall  happen  within  his  Government  of  such  a  nature 
and  importance  as  may  require  your  Majesty's  more  immediate  direction  by  one  of  your 
I'rincipal  Secretaries  of  State,  and  also  upon  all  occasions  and  in  all  afliiirs  whereupon  he  may 
receive  your  Majesty's  Orders  by  one  of  your  Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State. 

In  these  Instructions  v;e  have  inserted  the  Names  of  11  Persons  all  of  which  have  been 
already  appointed  by  Your  Majesty  to  be  of  your  Council  in  that  Province,  but  we  have  thought 
it  adviseable  to  leave  out  the  name  of  Daniel  llorsmandcn  who  since  his  apointment  to  be  of 
your  Maj'''  said  Council  has  been  suspended  from  his  seat  by  the  late  Governor  and  has  in 
consequence  thereof  presented  a  petition  to  your  Majesty  praying  to  be  restored  which  petition 
is  now  before  Your  Majesty  (or  Your  Royal  determination  thereupon 

In  the  Article  relative  to  the  recomnuMidation  of  persons  to  supply  vacancies  in  the  Council, 
N°  7  instead  of  the  direction  to  transmit  a  list  of  the  names  of  twelve  persons  and  always  to 
keep  that  list  complete,  as  this  Article  formerly  stood  the  (iovcnior  is  directed  as  often  as  any 
vacancy  shall  happen,  to  transmit  the  names  of  tiiree  persons  in  order  to  be  laid  before  Your 
Majesty  for  your  choice  of  one  of  them,  which  we  humbly  apprehend  to  be  the  more  proper 
method  as  tile  (iovernor  may  not  be  able  at  one  time  to  name  twelve  persons  (it  to  supply 
Vacancies  in  the  Council,  or  his  opinion  of  person  by  their  subsequent  Conduct  or  other 
Circumstances  may  be  justly  altered  so  as  to  ri'mler  them  improper  *  >  be  admitted  into  the 
Council  when  it  may  be  their  turn  to  supply  X'acancies. 

In  the  Article  relative  to  the  appoinlnu-nl  of  Judges  .Justices  of  the  Peace  and  otiier 
Magistrates  at>d  Otlicers,  (iN"  10)  the  (iovernor  is  particularly  directed  not  to  make  such 
appointments  without  the  consent  of  his  Council,  to  which  direclion  tho'  plainly  implied  in  the 
former  Instructions,  the  (iovernors  have  not  strictly  adhered.  We  have  likewise  omitted  that 
part  of  the  former  Instruction  which  directs  the  Governor  not  to  exj)ress  any  limitation  of 
time  in  the  Commissions  which  he  is  empowered  to  grant  to  juMsuns  whom  he  may  appoint 
to  the  aforesaid   Ullices  which  direction  appeared  to  us  to  be   inconsistant  with  the   Article 
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Council  from  the  Courts  in  the  Plantations  --JPJ^;;  i„,t,,etions  for  that  purpose  which 
Attorney  and  Solicitor  General,  who  prepared  a  Draught 

;  "1,,  W„„.„.  ,.nd.,  Vcr  M»je..y»  'Y:j:tZZTL^,,  .„  prevent  the  dl.po...  of 
',„  ,he  ArUcle  relating  to  f"*"-'^^        ';";,•  „"  jaYtio™!  Dire  Jon  to  the  Governor  no. 

;':i"::r '::.:;;:  it.::  r^itia  »„ »«.  or ...  ...^u.,.  .-^  --,. 

„„d  received  Your  Maje.ty's  Direction.  <1'««"1';"-  „,  L»nds  re.u«,ed  to  Your 

,„  the  65  Article  »hich  -'^77'  '^^.^X  ™"4,  J,.ve  limitted  the  Nnmher  of  Acre, 
Mnjesty  by  virtue  of  an  Act  pa,.ed  at  ^«"  ^ "^  ""  '  „  ;',,^„j  „f  3,000  a,  it  stood  in  the  former 
of  „cl,  land,  to  be  granted  to  ""^  ""^'J""  "  ^p" ."t.  of  the,,  re.umed  lands  ,0  whom 
'rtZ  ^::J:r:X^^  Zd-;'. "granted  „,ay  he  dead  we  have  added  the 

?r  "g  word.  ..  ,0  »,  W.;^  'T::,:';;:",:;ir:£;,'  ;  "l  Maie,ty..  Wo„d.  m  Amenea 
The  64  S  tiO  Articlea  "^^  ' '"^    ^^^^f    nd      on  eeveral  Ace  of  Parliament  passed  her, 
and  to  the  importauon  of  Naval  stores  »™ '"''  j,„j,„y  i„  ,he  Instructions  given 

for  thoee  purposes,  and  ''<^'y'^;^:^;^:Ztrlr  of  NcJ  H.n.pshir.  in  the  year  1,41. 
,„  Benning  Wenlworlh  K.q.  ^°",,i,L,  Instruction,  on  those  heads 
We  have  inserted  them  instead  of   he  f„  mer  '''    ™  ''°  ^^  ai„„„  ,he  Governor  to  get 

We  have  ou.it.ed  that  Article  of  the    j™!'    ™  7,  j;,,^,,  appears  to  u,  to  he  highly 

r:;;r::.[:Arori:rrpar:i^^^ 

•'■';:'h;r:L  omit..d  sever,  other  ^^^^^  ::::z:  ir!:::^.:^::^:":^ 

regnl.tion  and  return  of  able  and  sufl,c,ent  J"'°"  '°  '^  "".^  i,^,,,,,       „  ,„„  i„  ,he  Onondage 

Besides  the  foregoing  alterations  we   have   addtd 
60  &  Gl.  ,  ,  „,„„,,  ^i,:,.i,  have  of  late  years  been  made  upon 

,,,..  ,0  Article  recites  the  several  *'"'^.^«-''""  "  '  T  ^  .''..ith  regard  to  the  methods  of 
your  Majesty's  Authority  and  I'rorogat.ve  m  '-  ^JJ  ,  ,.  ,,,„„tnt  as  set  forth  in  Our 
Z^r.,  J.d  disposing  of  all  pnhiicR  ^-3;  ^or  t  -PP-t  ^^<;  ^^^^  ^  ^^  ^^  .,  ^,,,  „,.,  „,  , 
KepresenU.ion  to  the  Lor  s  ol     J     '-^^ri^     the  peace  and  tranquility  of  the  Prov.nce 

-  ::nr  .r;u:;:ui;:z:uro:^^^^  ::i:  -  -  endeavours  to  0..,  su.. 

an  Kstuhlisiinient 


< 
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The  46  Article  whereby  the  Governor  is  forbidden  to  give  his  assent  to  any  Acts  for 
imposing  any  duty's  on  tlie  importation  of  Negroes  from  Africa  or  felons  from  this  KmgJom 
and  the  67  and  68  relative  to  the  Surveyors  General  of  Your  Majesty'^  Customs  in  the  several 
Colonies  within  their  respective  districts  are  to  the  same  effect  as  those  Instructions  on  the  like 
subjects  which  have  been  approved  by  your  Majesty  and  given  to  your  Governor  of  the 
Leeward  Islands. 

Several  exorbitant  Grants  of  Lands  having  been  formerly  made  within  that  part  of  Your 
Majestys  Province  which  adjoins  to  New  Jersey  without  any  proper  condition  of  cultivation 
and  upon  trifling  and  inconsiderable  Quit  Rents  by  which  your  Majesty's  Revenue  has  been 
injured  and  the  settling  and  improving  the  Province  greatly  obstructed  We  have  inserted  the 
66  Article  directing  the  Governor  to  enquire  into  the  state  of  these  Grants,  and  to  take  ail 
lawful  methods  for  vacating  them  and  that  your  Majesty  >nay  be  informed  of  the  state  of 
all  grants  in  General  within  the  said  Province  and  of  your  revenue  of  Quit  Rents  and  likewise 
to  prevent  the  like  evil  practice  of  making  exorbitant  unconditional  Grants  of  Lands,  We  have 
added  the  57,  58,  59,  60  and  61  Articles  directing  the  Governor  to  enqu're  into  the  state  of  all 
grants  of  lands,  and  of  your  Majesty's  Revenue  of  Quit  Rents  and  presci'bing  regulations  for 
his  further  direction  in  granting  of  lands,  with  respect  to  all  which  points  the  former 
Instructions  were  either  totally  silent  or  very  defective. 

In  the  Inst'-jctions  relative  to  the  Acts  concerning  trade  and  Navigation  We  have  inaerteu 
the  titled  of  many  laws  which  were  omitted  when  the  former  Instructions  where  given  to  M"" 
Clinton  and  have  added  such  as  have  been  passed  since;  We  have  added  the  6  and  7  Articles 
and  made  such  alterations  for  the  more  effectually  preventing  frauds  in  the  Plantation  Bonds 
as  are  conformable  to  a  Representation  of  the  Commissioners  of  Your  Majestys  Cuatoms  in  the 
year  1737. 

We  iiave  also  added  the  22  Article  containing  directions  to  the  said  (iovernor  for  the  more 
effectual  execution  of  the  Act  passed  in  the  21  year  of  your  Majesty's  I'eign  for  encouraging 
tlie  making  of  ludico  in  the  Plantations  in  America 

All  which  is  most  humbly  sl' omitted 

Dunk  Haiji  ax 

Whitehall  Chakles  Townsiiend 

July  5  .1753  James  Oswald 


I'    :. 


I    \'y  j.V-B   >, 


Order  in  Council  respecting  tlie  Commifimon  for  Sir  Danvers  Oshoriie,  Baronet. 

[New-York  Psperf,  II.,  No.  70.] 

At  the  Court  at  Kensington  the  in""  day  of  July  t7'''3 

Present —    The  Kixas  most  Excellent  Maty  in  Council 

Upon  reading  this  day  at  the  Board  a  Report  from  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  & 
Plantations,  together  with  the  draught  of  a  Commission  prepared  by  the  said  Lords  Comni", 
for  Sir  Duuvers  Osborne  Baronet  to  be  Capt"  (Jeneral  &  Governor  in  Chcif  of  Ills  Matya 


W' 


NEW-YORK  COLONIAL  MANUSCRIPTS. 


792 

that  U.e  ..id  DmugU  of  a  Comn^^on  .s  drawn    ■^    h»  »«»  ^^  .^  .^  ^^^^^^^  __^j^^^_,^ 

with  the  advice  „.  Hi,  Privy  C™*'  • '^J/^/J':    If  His  Maje^fy-  princip.1  Secretary,  of 
That  the  Right  Honorable  the  La,  I  ol  ""l"'™^  ,  si.n.ture.  in  order  to  pa.,  a 

etate  do  can.e  « J-»- -;«;:r7r:  Z^^:^  -o  tL  .aid  draught  which  i. 

commission  under  the  ureai  oecu 

hereto  annexed  A  true  Copy 

W    SlIARPE 


y,^„.<  »/  AUorne,  ani  Sol.Uor  a..eraU  on  A,^Mn.e,U  of  CkUf  /-'o.  Delanc^. 

[  New-Tork  Papcra,  Vol.  11.,  No.  Oil.  ] 

M-  C,i„.on,  ..e  ■- O»ver„or  of  New  YoS  was  e.^wer^  hy  Lef«^^^^^^^ 

Orea.  Seal  ';  ^^  ^'^T: jt^::!  ^^^^  ^^  '"'  ^'"'""""  '"  '"'' 
"  and  Terminer,  Justices  of  tl  e  1  eact  =^""  f        ,     ^avvs  in  Execution 

..  Province  for  the  better  Admiu.stnUion  «   "^"J  ^^^  ^^^d  ^not  to  displace  any  of  the  Judges. 

By  tlie  ay"  Article  of  his  Instructions  he  ^^  as  directed      not  v  ^.^^^^^ 

..  J^itices,  Sheria-s  or  other  Ortieers  or  Miiusters  ^^^^'^^^ss^^^^rs  for  Trade  and 

•'Plantations;   and  in  order  to   prcvuu  .ir  y  to  exnect  any  Limitation  of  Time 

Peace  ,,e  wa.  -'-'i^^:  :z::r ;::  ^^^i^^^  -^  -—  -  ---'  °'  *= 

in  the  Commissions  which  he  snouiu  l,i.i 

Baid  Province  to  persons  fit  for  those  ^"H:'"^'";":;  ,^^  ,  commission  under  the 

^ii":r??^ir'::;=:^rri::=ndari„.goodhehavioar, 
-:;:::^'"or;,:ri;::: ';:^;^^e:"i::rco.„i..io„,  if  i.  ca„  wh.  wi>,  he  .he 

proper  manner  of  doing  it  V 

-r«"'%r;;;er-r:jrc:rir:i:!::r^^^^^ 

from  the  usage,     b        sic  1  «         .         J^^^^^^^  ^.^^^^^^  „,-,behavior 
Grant  is  good  in  point  ot  L.uv  .x  can  uul 

20  July  1753. 


D    IIVDER 
W    MUKRAY 


k 


LONDON  DOCUMENTS:    XXXI. 


798 


Lords  of  Trade  to  the  Earl  of  Holdern<;sse. 

[New-Tork  Entries,  Ci.  P.,  281.] 

To  the  Right  Hon"'''  Earl  of  Holdernesse  One  of  His  Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State. 

My  Lord 

In  obedience  to  his  Majesty's  commands  We  have  prepared  and  laid  before  his  Majesty  a 
Draught  of  InsttvOtions  for  Sir  Danvers  Osborn  Bar'  whom  His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to 
appoint  Governor  of  New  York  in  which  we  have  omitted  nothing  which  appeared  to  us  to  be 
i.ecessary  for  his  guidance  and  direction  in  the  execution  of  his  important  Commission 
entrusted  to  his  care,  except  only  what  relates  lo  the  encroachments  which  have  been  made 
by  the  French  upon  His  Majesty's  just  rights  within  this  Province  and  more  particularly  that 
at  Crown  Point,  of  which  matter  we  did  not  tliink  it  expedient  to  take  any  notice  in  the 
General  Instructions  as  it  may  be  considered  as  an  object  of  the  Negotiation  now  carrying  on 
between  the  two  Crowns  with  respect  to  the  liisputed  Points  in  America  The  Nature  Strength 
and  Situation  of  this  Important  Post,  and  the  fatal  consequences  which  must  inevitably  follow 
from  the  French  being  suffered  to  remain  in  possession  of  it,  are  "3  well  known  to  your 
Lordships  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  us  lo  double  Your  Lordships  with  any  further  observations 
upon  it  But  We  submit  to  your  Lord'  whether  it  may  not  be  advisable  when  a  New  Governor 
has  been  appointed  by  his  Majesty  for  this  Province  that  he  should  receive  some  instructions 
with  respect  to  a  point  of  so  great  iiiifjortance  and  which  so  essentially  atfects  His  Majesty's 
rights  and  interests  and  the  future  peace  and  security  not  only  of  the  Province  of  New  York 
but  also  of  all  His  Majesty's  other  Colonys  upon  the  Continent  of  America 

We  are 

My  Lord 

Your  Lordships 

most  obedient  and 

most  humble  Servants 
Dunk  Halifax 
Whitehall  J.  Grenville 

Aug :  9.  1763.  Andrew  Stone 


I 


Order  in  Council  on  Sir  Danvers  Oslorue's  Instructions. 

[  New-Tork  Papers,  II.,  No.  71.  ] 

At  the  Court  at  Kensington  the  10  August  1753. 

Present —       The  Kings  most  Excellent  MAty  in  Council 

Upon  reading  this  day  at  the  Board  a  Report  from  the  Right  Honorable  the  Lords  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  for  Plantation  affairs  dated  the  20""  of  last  month  upon  considering 
the  Draughts  of  (h'IumhI  Iiistriictions  as  also  of  those  which  relate  to  tha  Acts  of  Trade  and 

Vol.  Vf.  10(1 


te  -  ■ 
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Navi.aUon  prepared  by  0.  Lords  C^"^- ^^^^:;;^/S::rXr:  c!^^^^^^^^ 
Order  in  Council  of  iL.  0-  of  June  last,  for  ^•■'J^^^^J^  \,,^^^  Draughts  of  Instructions  the 
Province  of  New  York-By  which  liepor:  '^  "PP-       ^at  .n  f  J  ^      .g^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^^^^^^.^^_^^ 

said  Lords  Commissioners  have  made  some  '^'^«"  '^;;;"  ^^^  ^^,,  Governor  of  the  said 
given  by  His  Majesty  to  the  Honble  George  ^ '^^  *  ^^^^^^'/^  i,,,  .^s  by  the  different 
Province,  particularly  with  regard  to  ^^^  -^^^  "  "  ^^1^:'^,  t^  Lords  of  L  Committee 
Branches  of  the  Legislature  upon  H.s  Majestys  ^  -^S;^^  ^  ^^^  ^;  '  ,^  ^e  made  His  Majesty 
being  of  opinion,  that  the  same  are  not  ""'y  P-P  r    -^    -ce  sary  ^^^  ^  ,_^   ^^^^^^^^^  ^^ 

to  be  prepared  for  His  Majestys  Royal  Signature  ^  ^^^^  ^opy 

W  Shaupe 


Mtrl  vf  Holdernt^^e  to  the  Governors  in  America. 


[  Govn  &  Comdn  In  Ko  Am«lc..  ( 8.  P.  O. )  No.  74.  ] 


Whitehall 


.'iUSii'^l  '753. 


Sir, 


•  ,  .  <■  ntinn  nf  the  March  of  .  .onsiderable  number  of  Indi^^is 
His  Majesty  having  ..ce.ved  '"<'-"  -"^'^^^^^  European  Troops,  intending  as  i  is 
not  in  alliance  with  the  Mng,  suppo  ted  ^yj'^^  Urn  Majesty's  dominions  in  Ameri  ,  I 
apprehended,  to  commit  some  hos.iht.es  on  P"  ^.  ;f    '^^^^       ^^^^^  ^,  ,,,  your  u>.aost 

have  the  King's  commands  to  send  you  this  ,r  elhgence,  and  to  du    J ^^^^  ^^^^^  y^^^^  ^^  ^  , 


case  the  subjects  of  any  foreign  I'r.nce  ur  -'--:;;"-'  ^^.        ,^ 

,  ,■  •.  (■  iTw  Mu'y'  dominions,  or  to  erect  torts  on  Mis  .>i>ijesiy  a 
anyincroachmenton  t  e  •'-;^-^,^^^,.  ^^  J;  '  ,„.„;,.u,y,  to  represent  the  injustice  of 
Land,  or  coinil  any  other  act  «f  '>°«^f  f' ^  "  ^^^.^^  ,•  „„,  ,  ,  ,,eh  unlawful  undertaking; 
..ch  proceeding,  and  to  r.qu.re  then,  '^^^"^^M^^J^  y.,,  ,re  then  to  draw  forth 

within  the  undouhted  limits  c''  his  ^'Y'"^^' ^"T"^^,,^,,  service,  that  all  his  Provinces  in 

And  whereas  it  n.ay  be  gieatly  -'-'-';;^,^,,^'  /  ^f    ■   Jy  invasion.  I  have  it  particularly 

America  should  be  aiding  and  --^'"^/-;^'  ,;">:,      Jy,,  ^iU  and  pleasure,  that  you 

i.  charge  from  his  >I'U-'>  •  to  aequain    j    u   t     t    t  ^^^^^„,,,  „„  u.e  Continent; 
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to  !issem1)le  the  general  asst-mbly  within  your  Government,  av.i  lay  hefore  them,  the  necessity 
of  a  mutual  assistance,  and  engage  them  to  grunt  such  supplies  as  the  exigency  of  affairs  may 
require.  —  I  have  wrote  by  this  conveyance  to  all  his  Majesty's  fiov"  to  the  same  purpose. 

1  am  ettc. 

Hoi.nERNKSSK 


''• 


:.k, 


Journal  of  Conrad  Wemr\s'  Vis-it  to  the  Mohawhi. 
•'Journal  of  Conrad  Weiser  to  the  Mohocks' Country : 

"Jul"  24th,  1753.  —  Set  out  from  my  House  in  Ileidleberg  in  Berks  County  —  arrived 
in  Pliiladeiphia. 

"On  the  twenty-sixth. —  Waited  on  his  Honour  tiie  Governor  and  received  my  Instruction. 

"  28th. — .Set  out  with  the  Stage  Boat  for  Bordentown. 

"August  1st.  —  Arrived  in  New  York  early  in  the  Morning,  being  taken  ill  sent  my  Son 
Sammy  with  one  Henry  Vanden  Hum  to  Flushing  on  Long  Island  to  wait  on  Governor  Clinton 
and  deliver  Governor  Hamilton's  Letter  to  him.  Governor  Clinton  being  gone  to  the  Plains, 
they  left  the  Letter  with  his  liudy  and  returned  the  next  Day. 

"  Aug*  4th. —  Went  on  Board  an  Albany  Sloop,  one  Jacob  Shanshack  Commander. 

7th.  —  At  Five  o'clock  arrived  in  Albany  —  next  Day,  in  the  morning,  delivered  Governor 
Hamilton's  Letter  to  the  Mayor,  Mr.  Sanders,  who  thought  proper  to  call  the  Commissioners 
of  Indian  Affairs  !o  meet  at  four  o'clock  in  the  Afternoon,  to  concert  Measures  to  bring  back 
the  poor  I'risoners  from  Canada  belonging  to  Pennsylvania,  taken  in  January  last  on  the 
Waters  of  Ohio,  the  said  I'risoners  having  wrote  several  Letters  praying  his  Assistance  for 
their  llelief,  which  Letters  Mr.  Sanders  gave  me  to  peruse. 

"  Accordingly  at  four  o'clock  the  Commissioners  met  at  the  House  of  one  Lottridge,  and  a 
French  Indian  Squaw  was  sent  for,  who  had  one  of  the  Prisoners,  to  wit,  Jabez  F,vans,  in  her 
Family,  given  to  her  instead  of  Degarihogon,  her  Sdu  or  Relation,  who  died  two  years  ago. 

"  The  Indian  Woman's  Name  was  Susaima,  Wife  of  one  Thanyuchta.  She  being  a  noted 
Woman,  and  none  of  th<'  Indians  of  that  Country  being  in  Albany  but  young  I^ads,  She  being 
asked  how  it  came  that  those  poor  I'eople  were  taken  Prisotiers  in  time  of  Peace,  she  inade 
Answer  that  some  of  the  Caghnawaga  Warriors  went  to  fight  the  Oyadackuchraono,  and 
happened  to  meet  some  of  them  at  some  distance  from  their  Country,  accompanied  by  these 
White  Men,  who  when  they  saw  that  the  Caghnawagas  would  or  had  a  mind  to  kill  or  take 
the  Oyadackuchraono,  they  the  English  made  Ilesistance,  and  wounded  one  of  their  Men  with 
a  Musquet  Ball  in  his  Arm,  upon  which  they  resolved  to  take  the  Wiiite  People  as  well  as  the 
Indians,  and  brought  them  away  to  Canada,  leaving  their  Horses  and  Things  upon  the  Spot; 
and  when  they  came  to  Canada  they  presented  the  said  Prisoners  to  the  GovernorGeneral,  and 
told  him  how  things  happened,  and  that  the  (iovernor  made  Answer  he  would  have  nothing  to 
do  with  those  Prisoners,  upon  which  they,  the  Indians,  took  them  to  their  Towns,  and  three 
of  them  were  given  to  an  Indian  living  in  Caghnawaga,  one  to  the  Indians  at  t'anassategy, 
anil  two  were  ini|)risoned  at  Quebec,  for  what  Reason  She  did  not  know. 
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,  ,    ,     w      .„  tl.Mi  iJu-v  hnd  received  seveml  Letters  from  these 

poor  Pnsonerspraymg  for  Rehef(ih.svr^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^g,,,,, . 

as  they  were  taken  in  time  of  Peace  they  iiesi  ^  ,       ,„^j  ^,,3^  ;„  their 

That  the  Commissioners  would  .nakereasonaeb-s^^^^^^^^^  Commissioners  sent  a 

Houses  and  had  used  them  kindly  .  ^7;;"'  .  ;;",^;*  CaZ  vvaga,  called  Anuchrakechty. 
BeUofWampum(whichIdulprovue   totheC    efM^.  0^^^^^^^^^^       J  ^^^^^^^^  ^^,,^^^^^, 

to  require  his  good  oihce  for  the  ^^'^^'^f  ^^'"'^"^^.^  Mr.  Sanders  to  give  her 
faithfully  to  deliver;  she  ^^^"^^J-y-^;^^^^:;:^  S  e  ^ec^ived  very  thankfully.  I 
a  Piece  of  Eight  to  huy  some  Bread  (or  her  1^«'»;"' ^  ^.^^^  g,,ould  not 

served  the  Commissioners  as  Interpreter,  '---7  ^  ^ou  d  ri  'rhigh ;  hut  the  Woman 
be  mentioned  for  fear  that  the  ExpectaUon  of  the  I-'  <  -  -  •;'^'  ^^    /^,  .^'^^jered  that  I  was 

::r^:t^ "  .;^^.y:- Di^ourse  s,.  >-7f. ,- - --irr ;  t:y": 
=;::r  ^m:  :f  ^:::^  ^"ea  ;:.AJ^r;:i:  that  thL  .isoners  had 

""::;":^;.-Set  out  .om  A.-ny  with  aSehne^UadyWaggcm  ^^^^^ 

..  lOth.-Staid  at  Schnechtady,  it  beu.g  a  '■'^^;;y  ^^y-^^'l^'':^^^^^^^  ,t  the  House 

"""  Cl' Tlul-S  „  Man  and  Two  Horse, to  carr,  ™e  .0  .he  MoUock',  Conn.ry,  wl.ero 

,he  E„sli.h  ;  .ha.  all  what  .he,  conlj  say  was  o    '^  '7'     °"';^;;     J„„  ,  .„y  „„,Lro». 
,ha.  they  b.li«ve<l  i.  was  .oo  .rue,  .0  w,. :  ..... .he  t  ™';^'  P»  '  ^  „  ,Z.and  to  .he  Six  Na.ion, 

Army  of  Men  well  armed  and  some  grea.  Guns,  »;.    «•       '';°,,X'   H.hey  .aid  did  beloag 

.,,,,ey  in..„d  .0  .a.0  .We.s,o„  »       -    ;  -      ^  Z^^^'  -  '-  Carryin, ces, 

roryrCa;:'-n:'S:;r:ia..l,o^Middleor.,,eCar.i^,na^ 

take  Water,  and  a.  l.oB.town,  and  so  t,ke  '  r""'""^"''/;;;;,    ',„^,,,h.,,  Trader,  on 

r        1    1  x,.r   nn,l  tint  thev  wou  d  give  Warnmg  once  or  twice  lo  uil  r.nfei.a 
ZTo"!::  •  «•  rytlll'^a.  wel,,^.l,erwi.e  .hey  wonld  strike  the,.     T,..  .an,e  t,,e. 


V 
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the  French's  Right  to  the  Land,  and  would  appear  to  be  offended  with  what  the  French  was 
now  a-doing,  they  tiie  French  would  make  use  of  their  Arms  that  they  made  use  of  from  the 
Beginning  of  times,  that  they  still  knew  how  to  use  them  against  the  Indians  as  well  as  in 
former  times,  and  feared  nothing. 

"  That  upon  this  the  Senecas  sent  a  Message  to  their  Brother  Col.  Johnson  to  ask  how  long 
they  had  to  live,  and  what  was  the  Intention  of  the  French.  They  thought  the  Coll.  must 
know,  and  begged  earnestly  to  be  informed  how  things  were.  That  the  Coll.  sent  three  Belts 
of  Wampum  to  let  them  know  that  it  was  that  what  he  often  had  told  them,  that  if  they  did 
not  stand  upon  their  Guard  and  would  now  suffer  the  French  to  take  Possession  of  Ohio  or 
build  Strong  Houses  any  where  upon  the  Six  Nations'  Land,  it  would  be  over  with  the  Six 
Nations,  and  their  Union  would  signify  nothing  more.  That  they  must  now  stand  up  and 
shew  that  they  are  a  People  of  Note,  or  lose  all,  Sc"-  This  Message  was  to  go  to  Canayichagy, 
as  well  as  through  the  Six  Nations,  but  the  Senecas  stopped  it,  and  sent  their  own  Message  to 
let  the  Canayiahagons  know  that  tliey  must  sit  still,  notvvithstandinng  the  French's  Expedition. 

"  They  desired  that  this  my  Message  might  be  delivered  to  the  Six  Nations  at  Onondago, 
and  further  Kanadakyon  said  not. 

"  Had  some  Hours'  Talk  with  the  before-named  Abraham,  an  old  Acquaintance  of  mine, 
and  is  looked  upon  to  be  the  most  sincere  Indian  of  that  Nation.  He  told  me  by  Way  of 
Discourse  that  the  Six  Nations  were  afraid  of  the  French,  because  They  the  Indians  being  so 
divided  and  the  French  Alliance  among  the  Indians  so  strong,  that  the  Six  Nations  could  not 
prevent  the  French  in  their  Undertakings.  That  the  English  had  lost  Ground  among  the 
Indians  in  the  Time  of  the  last  War.  That  allho'  the  English  their  Brethren  shou'd  supply 
them  with  Amunition  and  cloathing,  they  could  not  resist  the  French  without  a  numerous 
Body  of  English  Men  that  would  and  could  fight.  That  the  French  were  now  about  taking 
Possession  of  Ohio  against  the  Will  of  the  Six  Nations,  but  tliey  could  not  resist.  That  he 
was  well  assured  thai  as  soon  as  the  French  had  Possession  of  Ohio  and  built  Strong  Houses 
there,  they  would  send  their  Indian  Allies  against  the  Southern  Indians  in  League  with  the 
English,  to  wit,  the  Catawbas,  Cherokees,  Cawidas,  &'"•  to  force  them  the  said  Indians  to  sue 
for  Peace,  and  to  acknowledge  Onontio  for  their  Father,  and  so  make  himself  Master  of  all 
the  Indians  and  their  Lands. 

"  i  was  told  the  same  by  Kanadakayon,  another  Chief  of  the  Mohocks. 

"  Coll.  Johnson  shewed  me  his  Commission  and  Instruction,  which  he  had  from  the  Governor 
of  New  York  under  the  Broad  Seal  of  that  Government.  I  judged  thereby  that  he  did  not 
want  my  Company,  because  he  never  asked  me  to  go  with  him,  or  proceed  on  my  Journey.  I 
had  told  him  before  that  I  liad  set  out  from  Philadelphia  to  go  to  Onondago  by  Governor 
Hamilton's  Order,  but  as  he  had  such  a  Commission  (having  been  informed  by  the  Way)  I 
tlioui^ht  my  Journey  to  Onondago  would  be  needless.  He  said  he  left  it  to  me,  but  I  perceived 
some  Coolness  in  him  as  to  my  going;  I  thought  it  was  best  not  to  proceed  any  further  at  this 
time,  but  to  return. 

"  The  Coll.  has  been  very  kind  to  me,  and  entertained  me  and  my  Son  very  handsomely 
during  my  Stay,  and  was  open  and  free  in  all  Discourses  to  me,  and  would  have  me  to  change 
now  and  then  a  Letter  with  him,  and  whenever  I  came  to  the  Mohocks  Country  to  make  his 
House  my  Home,  and  offered  to  do  all  the  Service  to  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania  and  myself 
that  he  possibly  could  in  Indians  AlVairs. 

'•  August  14th. —  Took  my  Leave  of  Col.  Johnson  and  arrived  in  Schnecktedy. 
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was  called  to  an  account  for  U  unmeCately,  h^^;'^;  "' J^^^^^;'  ^^  ^      ^arly  in  the  morning  ; 

j,„,ged  that  he  lost  .t  .^^^^  ^__  ^^^^  ,„eMl,-llnrd  in  the  Night. 

:Iw:Lao:Lwn„l  Holland,  one  .r the  Council,  to  know  whe,he,  r.over„„rC,,„^^^^^^ 

rrst:::!"":.'::  l;::,  ::a  w„:id  in,o  Jh.  .xcenen..,  „f  n. .n,  the 

and  Chl  over  the  lUve,  were  employed  and  that  he  could  get  none,  winch  prevented  In. 

going  to  Flushing. 

:;  S;;^:ir:"^tro"Shl„g,  „»  Un.  .mnd,  ..ven.ee„  Mlh.  fro.  New  .VU.  to  wait  on 
C„ver„o,C,ia,„„-he..,.e„cd.ohe.ro,n,,3. 
my  Compliments  at  his  Door-h  ,  calle.  an  Directions.     I 

Ji. 'Sc's™  ntei ::  :o.7.  .i°».i »' < «- -■  -'  -y  ■■•"  '--'•••, i '° 

r=i.«2*;;;"-"'X~^^^^^^^^^^         .- 

arrived  in  New  York  the  same  Kvening.  .....       • 

..  .,,,.,.  o.,t|,.— Mis  Excellency  arrived  in  New  \  ork  in  the  Kvening. 

..  30  h  -By  Be  en  o'Clock  a  I'acket  of  Letters  directed  to  Governor  Hamilton  was  sent  to 
V  To  dn.  by  one  of  Governor  Clinton's  Attendance,  who  told  my  Lamilonl(l  hemg  gone 
;:V;ea    Vak^d  to  inform  nn.e.f  if  Governor  Clinton  came  to 'IWnlast  nigh.)  tha    h.B 
Cdl^-cy  Governor  Clinton  wished  me  a  good  Journey  to  Pennsylvania    -       ;-; 

;;:::;;     :  l        :  :     I.  Askue  came  l..  .,.■..  ami  ,01.1  me  that  the  Governor  sent 

clZ     ts  to  me  and  wished   me  a  good  Journey  ,o  I-hila.lelphia.  ami     esired      wo 

,ni  Compliments  to  (lovernor  Hamilton.     1  left  New  York  t  e  same  Day  hy    jl 

;;-,;,ek  and  arrived  in  I'hiladelphia  on  the  second  Day  ol  September  by  Seven  o  clock  in 

the  Morning.  „  Conuad  We.skh,  Interpreter. 

"  Dated  in  IMiiiadelpliia  tlie  2i\  September,  17")H. 
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"  P.  S— Before  I  left  Albany  I  desired  the  Favour  of  Mr.  Ogilvie  the  English  Minister,  an 
Acquaintance  of  mine,  that  if  Governor  Clinton's  Letter  to  me  directed  should  be  sent  back  to 
Albany  from  Schnechtendy  or  the  Mohawk's  Country,  to  send  it  after  me  to  New  York  or 
Philadelphia,  which  Mr.  Ogilvie  accordingly  did,  and  it  was  delivered  to  my  Son  by  Mr. 
Alexander  Colden,  Deputy  Post  Master  in  New  York." 


•  Lw(k  of  Irade  to  the  Earl  of  Iloldemesse. 

[  New.Tork  Entriea,  0.  P.,  811.  ] 

To  the  Right  Hon''"^  the  Earl  of  Iloldernesse  One  of  His  Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries 
of  State. 

My  Lord, 

We  have  lately  received  from  the  Hon""  Georse  Clinton  Esq:  His  Majesty's  late  Governor 
of  New  York  some  minutes  of  the  proceedings  between  him  and  a  deputation  of  the  Mohawks 
Indians  one  of  the  Six  Nations  at  the  City  of  New  York  in  June  last,  upon  occasion  of  several 
Complaints  made  by  the  said  Indians. 

It  appears  from  these  minutes,  that  the  answers  given  to  these  complaints  were  not 
satisfactory  and  that  the  Indians  went  away  hastily  from  the  Conference  expressing  great 
resentment  and  declaring  they  considered  the  alliance  and  friendship  between  them  and  the 
Province  of  New  York  to  be  disolved 

As  this  affair  appears  to  us  to  be  of  a  very  serious  nature  and  may  be  attended  with  very 
bad  consequences  at  this  conjuncture,  We  think  it  our  duty  to  lay  b.fore  your  Lonlship  the 
inclosed  copy  of  (he  Paid  minutes  together  with  the  copy  of  a  letter  we  have  sent  to  S'  Danvers 
Osboru  upon  this  Occasion. 

The  chief  object  of  this  letter  is  to  recommend  to  Sir  Danvers  Oshorn  to  hold  an  interview 
with  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations  as  soon  as  possible  an<l  as  it  has  been  usual  upon  former 
occasions  when  an  interview  has  been  lu-l.l  with  the  Indians  for  the  other  Neighbouring 
Governments  whose  security  ami  interest  depends  upon  and  is  connected  with  them  to  send 
Conimissionera  to  such  interview,  we  have  written  to  the  Governors  of  such  Provinces  as  are 
immediately  interested  in  the  preservation  of  the  friendship  of  the  Indians  directing  them  to 
recommend  to  the  Assembly's  to  make  provision  for  sending  Commissioner  to  assist  in  and 
to  be  parties  to  this  interview 
We  are 

My  Lord 

Vour  Lordships 

Most  obedient  &.' 

most  humble  ServnnH 

Di'NK   Hamfax 

J.    (illENVIt,l,K 


Whitehall 
Sept!  18.  1763. 
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Urd^  of  Trade  to  Sir  Danvers  Osborne. 


[  Sew-Tork  Enlrlet,  O.  F.,  801.  ] 

To  Sir  Danvers  Osborne  Bart:  Governor  of  New  York. 


Sir 


~\  .w  .a,s  a.er,on  saiie^  .o.  Por^ou.  ^^^^^^  'Z:^^^:^^! 
Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  between  h.m  and  ^;  I>';P";;3,;^,.  ^,,  Assembly  then  silting 
George  in  the  City  of  New  York  in  June  las  .  -  >    '   j^^^^  ^  ,,,,,r  circumstances  of 

v„..i,i  without  cioubt  -;- s\;x  i^^n^^^  '^-^  —r  ^'"'" 

this  affair  the  resentment  express  d  ^'X  ^'  .,       „uention  to  whatsoever 

they  went  away ;  and  tho'  from  the  confidence  we  hj've^  ^^      J  ^^  ^^^^  ^.^en  every 

.ay^oncern  your  Government,  we  areje^w^^^^^^  ^,^^^,^  ^,^,^^  ^^^^„,  ,,, 

necessary  and  prudent  measure    «  °^^';^^^,^J^^^ 

affair  Yet  we  think  it  no  less  Our  duty  to  «  "^ T'  ^^^      J^  ^^^J       to  be  done, 
to  you  upon  it.  and  of  poinln^g  out  to  you  wha   ^PP^'^^  ^^^^^^  .^„j^„^^  „f  ,^,  «;,  Nations 

When  we  consider  of  how  great  ^^^^^^I^^J'"^  „"  Ceneral  as  well  as  to  New 
i.  to  all  His  Majesty's  Colonies  an  2:^^^-^^^:  alliance  is  only  to  be  .ain'd  and 
York  in  particular  when  we  consider  tha   ^""^  '"'^  ^  ^  occasions  and  by  an 

preserved  by  making  presents  to  the.n  at  P^P"  '"  ^'^j  ^^'^^^  ^  .^collect  the  attempts 
Liolable  observance  of  all  our  -'^X^-"  ,;;' ^^T,,;  ^  "  ieh  interest  We  cannot  but  he 
which  have  lately  been  -.->Vn.r  7'^:^  c^^  New  York  should  have  been  so  inattenti  e 
greatly  concern'd  ^^^^^l^^^^^  ^r/in  America,  as  well  as  to  their  own  particular 
to  the  general  interest  of  H.s  M-'J*  «ty  «  „,^j,  ,     t,,e  Indians  but  we  are  stdl  more 

security  as  to  have  given  occasion  to  the  Co  P  "  ^T,  received  the  dissatisfactory  answers 
surprized  at  the  manner  in  which  ^'^^^ ;"';'; ^.^^^^ (^o,  ,„«  Assembly  was  then  sitting) 
given  to  the  Indians  and  at  their  '-''"«  «""7;^^^°  7";;;;, "dress  their  Complaints. 
Without  r.ny  measures  taken  to  ring  ^'-;  /,  ^^^ ^e  ,  -k  for  his  Majesty's  Service  that 
This  being  the  light  in  which  we  se  l'  '«  f ;'  J  ^'^^  ^,,^  ^,„,„,i,  «„.,  Assembly  in  the 
you  shouU!  take  the  very  first  opportunity  ol  ^  Pre-"t  >g  ^^^  ^.^^^^  ^^     ^^^^^^., 

Longest  manner  of  how  gre.U  ntiportance  .  l^^  l^^Z.  .inc^^  must  inevitably 
„.e  friendship  and  affections  of  the  '"^'^'^  .  \;' ^  ^  t""  join  with  and  support  you  in 
fullow  from  a  .leglect  of  them;  that  y"';''  ^^^^  ^r  to  fix  them  in  the  British  interest 
every  measure  you  shall  find  it  "--^-y.^  "^^  ^^ ;  ,,,.  which  join'd  to  the  presents 
„J,  especially  by  making  l-P- pro.su  n  ^  P-'^^  j^^  ^^  ^^^  ,,,,,  .„  ,.,,Uate 

allowed  by  His  Majesty  and  which  you  ^'  /    '     "^    ^  ,„.  ...^ians  now  complain, 

this  great  end.  ami  to  wipe  away  a  -;  ^^  ^^^  .  ,,,..„,  ,,po«Uion  become  more 
As  a  speedy  interview  with  the  .  "'^'''''^'^  ''"'  j  ^^ ,  t,„  Council  as  to  the  tune  an.l 
necessary  ^ou  will  no  doubt  ^'-\'.^  .f^  J''^'  ^^  will  b.ve  a  due  regard  to  their 
place  of  meeting  the  Indians  m  -''  '  ,^  ,^  ,.  ;  „  Albany  which  ha.  been  the  usual 
convenience  and  as  it  appears  from  their  .  '  P^'  ^  /  ^^  ,.„,,  ;„„^,i,„i  roun.iation  for  tlw 
,,,,.e  of  meeting    is  obnoxious  to   tl--  W    w  you  ^^^^^^  ^,  ^  ^^^  .^  ^^^^^^  ^__^, 

Complaint  appoint  some  other  place  J'""  «     "  J";  ,    •'^,  „  ,,  Assembly  to  M'  Clinton  th.t 
satisfaction  and  we  observe  from  a  ^M'-         th.  C.     .  H  ^^^^^^  >^^  ^^^^    ^^^^.^^  ^,.  ,,,,. 

Onondago  is  proposed  as  the  most  proper  place     We  l.ktwi.  I 
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persons  who  are  to  attend  and  assist  you  in  that  Interview  You  will  have  a  regard  to  such  as 
are  hest  acquainted  with  the  Indians  and  their  AtFairs,  and  not  obnoxious  to  them  and  as  a 
great  deal  depends  upon  the  Interpreters,  we  desire  you  will  be  particularly  careful  to  appoint 
such  as  are  well  acquainted  with  the  Indian  Language  and  men  of  ability  and  integrity 

We  hope  that  the  threats  of  the  Mohawk  Indians  when  they  left  New  York  have  not  been 
carried  into  execution  but  think  it  of  absolute  necessity  in  order  to  obviate  any  ill  consequences 
which  might  attend  these  threats  that  some  person  of  character  and  discretion  should  be 
immediately  sent  amongst  the  Indians  to  acquaint  them  of  your  arrival,  of  the  presents  His 
Majesty  has  ordered  to  be  delivered  to  them  and  of  your  intentions  of  holding  an  interview 
with  them  for  burying  the  Hatchet  and  renewing  the  Covenant  Chain  that  this  person  should 
be  carefully  instructed  to  endeavour  to  remove  any  prejudices  which  the  Six  Nations  may  have 
imbibed  from  the  representations  of  the  Mohawks  to  obviate  the  ill  effects  that  would  attend  a 
general  discontent  amongst  them  at  so  critical  a  conjuncture  and  to  put  them  upon  their  guard 
against  any  attempts  which  may  be  made  to  withdraw  them  from  his  Majesty's  interest  and 
that  nothing  may  be  wanting  to  convince  the  Indians  of  the  sincerity  of  Our  intentions  you 
will  do  well  to  examine  into  the  complaints  they  have  made  of  being  defrauded  of  their  lands, 
to  take  all  proper  and  legal  methods  to  redress  their  complaints  and  to  gratify  them  by 
reasonable  purchases,  or  in  such  other  manner  as  you  shall  find  most  proper  and  agreable  to 
them  for  such  lands  as  have  been  unwarrantably  taken  from  them  for  such  other  as  they  may 
have  a  desire  to  dispose  of  and  we  recommend  it  to  you  to  be  particularly  carefull  for  the 
future,  that  you  do  not  make  grants  to  any  persons  whatsoever  of  lands  purchased  by  them  of 
the  Indians  upon  their  own  accounts  such  practice  having  been  found  in  a  Neighbouring 
Government  to  be  attended  with  great  mischief  and  inconvenience  but  when  the  Indians  ara 
disposed  to  sell  any  of  their  lands  tlie  purchase  ought  to  be  made  in  His  Majesty's  name  and 
at  the  publick  charge. 

As  we  find  it  has  been  usual  upon  former  occasions  when  an  interview  has  been  held 
with  the  Indians  for  the  other  Neighbouring  (Jovernmenls  in  alliance  with  them  to  send 
Commissioners  to  be  joined  with  those  of  New  York  and  as  the  present  wavering  disposition 
of  the  Indians  e<iually  aff.rt  several  other  Provinces  we  have  wrote  to  the  Governors  of  Virginia 
I'ensylvania  Maryland  New  Hampshire  Miissiichusets  Hiiy  and  New  Jersey  desiring  them  to 
represent  to  their  respective  As.seniblies  the  utility  and  necessity  of  this  measure  and  to  urge 
them  to  make  proper  provision  (or  it,  and  tiieretbre  it  will  be  necessary  that  when  you  have 
settled  the  time  and  Place  of  meeting  you  should  give  them  early  notice  of  it  and  this  leads  us 
to  recommetid  one  thing  more  to  your  attention  and  that  is  to  take  care  that  all  the  Provinces 
be  (if  practicable)  comprized  in  one  general  Treaty  to  he  made  in  his  Majesty's  name  it 
appearing  lo  us  that  tiie  practice  of  each  Province  making  a  separate  Treaty  for  itself  in  its 
own  name  is  very  improper  and  may  be  attended  with  great  iiicouveniency  to  His  Majesty's 
service.     t!0  we  bid  you  heartily  farewell  and  are 

Your  very  loving  [''riends 

and  humble  Servants 

Dunk  Halifax 

^''>'«'I'"II  J.  (Jkenvillk 

Sept:  18.  1753.  Pupplin 


Vol.  VI. 


lot 


fTMi 


-i-m,/ 


if-t- 


12  3 


802 


NEW-YORK  COLONIAL  MANUSCRIPTS. 

Lords  of  Trade  to  the  Governors  in  America. 

[  plantBllon.  Gen«.1,  (  B.  T. )  XLIII.,  88T.  ] 

nf  Pliniitions.     Interview  with  the  6  Nations 
Circular  Letter  to  the  Governors  of  Plantations. 

18  Sept.  1763. 


To  Jonathan  Belcher  Esquire  Governor  of  New  Jersey. 


Sir. 


-  ^Hi.  Majesty  ha.ing  heen  pleased  to  order  a  su.  o    - ney   ^b     s      d  ^^  ^P^sents^-He 
Six  Natioisof  Indians  and  to  direct  h,s  ^^^^l^^t^eilt  or  renewing  the  Covenant 

then,  for  delivering  those  P-"-;/- ^^J^^^  yo  t.  e'ewith,  and  as  we'find  it  has  been 
Chain  with  them  ;  we  think  it  our  duty  to  acquaint  y  ^^^.^^^^^  ^^^  ^„  ^.^ 

usual  upon  former  occasions  when  - '"'"^'^ '^,  ^  'j^J.^  ^^h  &  depends  upon  them,  to 
Majesty's  Colonies  whose  interest  and  «f  "^'^y'  .  ^""."^dians  &  the  attempts  which 
join  in  such  interview,  and  as  the  present  disposition       toe  U  ^^  ^^^  ^^  _^^^^  ^^^^^  ^ 

have  been  made  to  withdraw  them  from  the  «"  -'^  ;;  '  ^^  ,„,  „y  this  matter 
general  interview  more  P-''-'-^  ^'^''^^  "^  ^V' "  J.^V  under  your  government  and 
before  the  Council  and  General  ^-^^''^f^  „';>,/„:  r^poi.uing'comfnissioners.  to  be 
recommend  to  them  forthwith  to  make  i;^^^'^,^;  °;;;;7^"he  Lvenant  Chain  with  the  Six 
joined  with  those  of  the  other  f^"^*^^' 7^^^,' '"^^^^^'^'..^  „«„„,    upon  the  like  occasions. 

has  orders  to  give  you  early  notice  of  it.     We  are   teir 
nasoruc         8  Your  very  loving  friends 

and  humble  Servants 

Dunk  Halifax 
Jam:  Gkenvillb. 
Whitehall  Dupplin. 

Septemb:  18.  1753 

.  MKe  (.«er  w».  .e,U  to  the  G„..r„.r.  of  V,rgi„W„  Ma»,c„u«..,  New  ....p.l.ire,  M»r,..nd, 
and  rensylvania. 


Thomm  FownaU,  Esq,  to  the  Urda  of  Trade. 

lS»w-Tofk  P»|»f».II  |Ne.  I*-! 


New  York  Oct  14.  1753 


ins  that  after  a  very  fortunate  and  safe  pni.r.nge 


My  Lords  t      ,  »,• 

It  is  my  misfortune  to  acquaint  your  Lord«hii...  -  Commission  was 

in  His  Malys  Ship  the  Arundel  Cupt"  Lloyd  and  after  b.r  Uanvers  us 
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published  here  on  the  tenth  of  i'nls  month  with  the  gre.atest  joy  and  satisfaction  both  of  private 
People  and  the  publick  that  can  be  conceived  all  that  joy  was  turned  into  the  deepest  sorrow 
that  I  ever  yet  saw  or  felt  by  his  Exceilencys  sudden  death  on  Friday  morning  the  twelfth  of 
this  Instant  the  authentick  particulars  of  which  your  Lordships  will  receive  by  the  first 
conveyance  as  his  Honor  the  Lieutenant  Governor  with  the  advice  of  Council  has  appointed  a 
committee  of  council  to  enquire  into  it 

As  soon  as  His  Excellencya  death  was  known  the  Council  of  this  Province  was  convened 
and  I  sent  for  to  produce  the  Commission  which  I  carryed  and  delivered  to  the  Council  in  the 
Council  Room.  M'  Chief  Justice  Delancey  produced  in  Council  a  Commission  appointing  him 
Lieutenant  Governor  and  he  qualifying  took  upon  him  the  administration  accordingly.  The 
Council  asked  me  where  were  the  Instructions  &  required  me  to  deliver  them  to  the  Council  I 
answered  that  they  were  at  present  in  my  custody  that  they  were  directed  to  S""  Danvers 
Osborn  only  as  Capt"  General  md  that  they  could  no  belong  to  that  branch  of  the  Government 
y"  Council  otherwise  than  as  they  were  Communicated  from  the  Command'  in  Cheif  and  that 
therefore  1  could  not  be  justified  in  delivering  them  to  the  Council  and  accordingly  I  refused 
to  do  it.  It  was  observed  that  the  Commission  recited  that  it  was  to  be  executed  together 
with  the  Instructions  delivered  with  it  I  said  that  could  be  by  only  the  Commander  in  Cheif 
and  not  the  Council  and  that  if  his  honor  the  Lt  Governor  and  Council  would  make  an  order 
of  Council  to  that  purpose,  I  would  deliver  them  to  the  Lieutenant  Gov'  as  Commander  in 
Cheif  which  order  they  made  and  I  delivered  the  general  Instructions  accordingly  to  his  Honor 
the  Lt  Governor  in  Council.  I  have  the  Honor  my  Lords  to  enclose  an  attested  copy  of  tiie 
presidents  of  what  was  done  before  and  the  order  of  Council  on  the  present  occasion 

My  Lords  may  1  beg  leave  to  add  my  private  reasons  for  refusing  to  deliver  the  Instructions 
to  the  Council  they  are  not  required  to  put  them  in  execution  and  would  not  therefore  be  at 
all  answerable  for  their  execution    The  Commander  in  Cheif  to  whom  I  have  delivered  them  is 

The  Instructions  relateing  to  Trade  are  amongst  S'  Danvers  ()sl)nrns  papers  that  I  have 
sealed  up  and  put  into  the  Custody  of  M'  Murray  under  my  seal  I  do  not  yet  know  whetlier 
there  are  any  Instructions  of  a  more  private  import  if  there  were,  I  have  not  yet  melt  with 
them  but  suspect  they  are  some  way  or  other  destroyed  as  His  Excellency  burnt  almost  all  his 
papers  the  night  be''>re  his  death.  If  there  do  prove  to  be  any  such  that  ought  not  to  he 
delivered  up  Vour  Lordships  may  depend  upon  ine  that  they  shall  not,  being  private  Secretary 
to  6'  Danvers  Osborn  —  I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself  My  Lords 

Your  Lordships  mo  obt  Serv* 

T    POWNALL. 


Lieutenant'Oovernor  Delancey  *■>  'he  JjOi'ih  of  Tiade. 

[  Ntw-r»rk  l'ap<''*>  li'>  No.  711.  ] 

New  York  If)""  Hd'  1763 
My  Lords 

1  have  a  very  nielanchoiy  account  to  write  i"  \.Mir  Lordships.    Sir  Danvers  Osborne  our  late 

(Governor  published  Mis  Matys  CummiHsion  to  ^i:n  on  Wednesday  the  tenth  instant  nmidts  the 
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education  and  most  amiable  Character ;  But  aU^th.greaUj^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  .^  ^,^^ 
the  deepest  and  most  unfeigned  sorrow  f""-  ?"  ^^^^^  ^^^^j^„  (,,  ^^^^e  house  he  lodged  till 
„.orning  he  was  found  in  the  lower  part  o    ^   Mu  ^^^^  Handkercheif.     It  was  observable 

the  Fort  was  fitted  up  or  h.s  1^-^?;-")  T/  ^  "  „  ,,,  recession  to  the  Government  in 
that  altho'  he  expressed  h.s  --^7  ^^^^/^wtVany  Theerfulness.  but  appeared  with  a  sedate 
the  most  engaging  manner,  yet  he  never  «h«w««  ^  indisposition  of  body  &  disturbance  of 
and  melancholy  Countenance,  compla.n^  °'  ds  mos  .^oriy  condole  this  unhappy  event 
„,i„d,  which  could  not  be  diverted  My  ^^^^[^2  On  Wednesday  the  tenth  instant  the 
which  has  filled  the  eyes  of  all  persot.s  he  e  ^>^'^  ^^  f^lj^';.^  Danvers  Osborne  opened  his 
Honorable  George  Clinton  ^^^l^^^^^^^T^^^Z^sln  appointing  me  Lieutenant 
Commission)  delivered  to  '--^"J^i/trH.  Grace  the  DuUe  of  Newcastle  herewith 
Governor,  together  wUh  an  extract  ol  a  better   ron  ^^^^^^^^  Oshorn-l  was 

enclosed,  and  on  friday  the  twelth  a  ter      «     ^      -g  J^"^  ,„^„,„,,  ,,,,„aed 

,u.,ified  as  Lieutenant  Governor  -"   P"''  ;^;;^,;^  ^^J  '         Cuard,  thl  uniu.ppy  event  of  Sir 
only  by  the  Members  ol  the  Council  ic  the  otticer  appointed 

M.  AWxnnder  U,e  .Ulest  councilor  pre»nt  M  ^  "™  '«;  i„„„,i,  ,„  ^.  .  Commit,..  .0 

the  examinations  are  taken  I  shall  transmitt  them  to  your  Lordships 

1  am 

My  Lords 

Your  Lordships 

most  obedient  and 

most  humble  Servant 

James  DeLancey 

,„.„...  U  .„.  o,a.,  .0  «cn,e  Si,  P.nv.,.,  .ff.cc.  a„a  «„  .......a  copy  of  U,e  .„,ui,i.io„ 

before  the  Coroner 

To  the  Right  Honble  the  Lords  of  Trade  &c 


^    n    •    ■'    » 


Mr.  Foumall  to  the  Larih  of  Trade. 

[New-Tofk  l'»per«.  II.  82] 

New  York  Oct  30'"  1753 

^^\  ^"''^'  ,  T       M  n«  an  Account  of  ^ir    Panvers  Osborns  d.-alh  (by  the  very   first  ship 
I  sent  y'  L<.r.«liip8  nn  A((ount  oi     ir  ^  ^^ 

that  1  couhl  Ilea,    was   to  nail   Iro.n   this  continent)  on  the  U 


< 
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Philndelphia,  duplicates  of  wliich  I  sent  on  the  same  day  to  Boston  &  an  other  from  this 
Port  by  the  first  vessel  that  sailed  from  hence  on  the  25""  of  this  month 

The  Printer  having  sent  me  as  Secretary  to  S'  D.  O.  a  copy  of  the  Votes  &  Proceedings 
of  the  General  Assmbly  I  have  as  1  know  it  is  your  Lordships  directions  that  these  things  be 
sent  to  you,  taken  ihe  liberty  to  transmitt  them  to  your  Lordships 

My  Lords  in  pursuance  of  a  llesoiution  of  the  Council  &  Assembly  at  a  free  conference, 
Die  Sabbati  9.  o.  Ant.  Merid.  30  June  1753.  Coll  Johnson  mett  the  six  Nations,  this  summer  at 
a  General  meeting  at  Onondaga.  A  Report  of  which  meeting  he  sent  down  to  M""  Clinton, 
who  sent  it  directly  to  Sir  Danvers  Osborne  a  Copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  transmitt  to 
your  Lordship's  as  also  the  account  that  D'  Shuckburgh,  who  is  referred  to  in  Coll  Johnsons 
letter  sent  me  this  morning.  Who  as  he  attended  Coll  Johnson  only  as  a  friend  and  companion, 
not  as  one  employed  in  the  Service  does  not  choose  at  present  to  be  more  particular  there  are 
many  other  matters  of  Intelligence  —  That  he  beggs  to  refer  to  the  Time  of  Coll  Johnsons 
coming  down  to  N  York  whom  he  expects  this  winter  The  true  reason  why  he  is  afraid  to  be 
more  particular,  is  on  account  of  the  violent  parties  that  subsist  here  about  the  management 
of  Indian  affairs  one  party  are  for  supporting  Coll  Johnson  an  other  for  throwing  all  the 
all'airs  of  the  Indians  in  the  hands  of  the  Commissaryes  as  the  matter  came  to  S'  Danvers 
Osborn  1  thought  it  my  duty  as  his  Secretary  to  transmitt  them  to  your  Lordships  and  as  such 
1  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself  My  Lords 

Your  Ldps 

most  obe*  and 

most  humble  Serv' 

T    PoWNALL 


.T)v.  Shuchhurgli  to  Thoma-9  PownnU,  E.'nq, 


[  New-Vork  I'tpcrt,  II.,  No.  84. 


Memorandum 


Of  what  pas.sed  while  I  accompanied  Col  Johnson  among  the  confederate  Nations  of  Indians 
their  CJeneral  meeting  at  Onondaga  and  likewise  at  Oswego  being  what  fell  in  discourse  from 
some  of  the  Sachems  of  the  different  Castles  without  the  ordinary  Forms  of  Melts  It  is  to  be 
observed  tiie  Indians  resumed  of  themselves  the  conversation  the  next  day  alter  the  General 
Conference,  whether  they  were  afraid  of  being  heard  by  some  F'rencii  men  who  were  present 
at  the  meeting,  or  what  other  reason  we  could  not  as.sign  why  they  did  not  say  as  much  in 
Public  the  day  before  as  I  am  now  to  relate  Viz  That  the  combin'd  army  of  French  and 
Indians  that  passed  by  Oswego  this  year  in  their  way  to  Ohio,  were  in  some  measure  dispersed, 
great  part  o(  tiie  Indians  particularly  of  th.  Six  Nations,  having  left  them  being  much  disgusted 
with  the  arrogant  behavior  &  proceedings  of  .Monsieur  Morang  their  commanding  otlicer. 
That  the  Indians  who  returned  back  we  surprised  at  the  inactivity  of  the  F.nglish  and  took  oa 
them  to  say  tiiat  the  imagined  had  the  army  proceeded  compleat  all  Philadelphia  &  Virginia 
would  iiave  given  up  to  them.     We  heard  at  Oswego  tliat  some  Indians  belonging  to  that  party 
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y  fUor  rinndq  thev  had  received 

,.,  aeserted  Monsieur  Morang  and  .oM  ^^f  ^^^^ ^TeTe  IL'^  iLJ  to  Niagra  in 
,..o,nthe  French.  Two  Engh.h  ''-!--;  j;:;2o";eturaed.  That  the  Twightwies  and 
their  way  to  Canada  these  were  seen  ^y  the  h  dmns  w  ^^  ^^^  ^.^  ^^^.^^^  ^^  ^^^^ 

twelve  other  Nations  or  Tribes  had  -"^n  t  upon  h^«  that  the  Axe  hung  over  their  Heads 
them  that  the  French  were  --"^/"'^'^.tyErurwiliing  as  they  were  their  Allies  to 
and  they  only  waited  to  hear  the.r  7"'°"  ^^;7  JJ'  ^hem  upon  the  Six  Nations  who 
undertake  any  thing  against  the  French  fo/J--  '•^>=  f„  '  ,Ve  Lve  heard  since  that  the 
h.ve  referred  them  to  the  Sennekas  who  l»y  "^--^  ''2\^^^  j^^n  to  Canada  to  receive 
Twightwees  have  submitted  being  ""^PP"^*'^^^""'^'  J'  ink  fit  to  lay  them  under-Here 
Presents  from  the  French  and  what  injunct,ons  ^^y  ^^^  '^-^.l^^/^Hat  we  could  learn 
follows  some  few  Remarks  on  '^^  P--"^  ^  ^  «  ^.;'^;X  themselves  are  very  backward  to 
among  them  not  only  the  T-'g^twe  s  but  t -^-  ^  .^^._^.^^^^  ^„  ^^e  Indians  m 

undertake  any  thing  against  French  -'-;;  J ;  '^^i^i^fh  American  Continent  sensible  that 
ti,ese  Parts.  It  may  possibly  ,n  une  "-•^^^'^^ j'/J^.^/^^^p.^ible  but  it  may  be  necc3sary  to 
their  Interests  tho  in  different  Colon.es  are  not  so  mcon  p  ^^^  ^^^.^^^^ 

unite  their  Endeavors  at  whatever  ^^^^^^^  J^'^,  \  p^h'ensio'ns  of  Danger,  in  time  of 
against  the  French  as  they  can  m  each  P  ovince     Ihe    pp  ^^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^  ^^^^ 

p'eace  are  too  remote  to  be  felt  by  Peop  e  .nv  d  n  r  ac^  ^^^^^^^^^^^  ^„,.^„  ^,^,,  ,, 
break  out  it  would  be  too  ate  ^°j;J;^:;f,:;„o established  Method  of  conductnhem. 
present  are  managed  n^^^^^^^^^^  artifices  of  the  French  &  all  I  can  say 

They  are  divided  among  inemseivea  u_y 
further  is  tho'  inclined  to  us  are  afraid  of  them 


Sir 


„,„,e,  „my  be,  might  be  U.ougb.  olbcous  .n  me  »  'O  a    p,  .^  ^,^^^  ^^  __^^^^^„y 

r.;tr:;:;;  rruZ^b?  ririrr.  .oo„ » be ....  -, »... ,».  ,„ 

the  mean  ^  nm 

Your  very  humble  St 

II  Shuckburgh 
New  York  Oct  30'"  1753 


To 


Ti  -iinas  Pownal  Esq" 


Lieutenant. Governor  Delancey  to  the  Urd.  of  7)-a<l<^. 

[New-Tork  P«pert,  U.,  No.  86.] 

Dowry  near  N  York  2  Nov' 1763 
My  Lords  ^      ^         ,,     ,  nrdshins  to  give  an  account  of  the  untimely 
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a  duplicate  I  sent  to  town  by  my  son  to  be  forwarded  by  one  of  the  first  ships  from  hence  to 
London  it  was  some  time  this  summer  proposed  that  Commissioners  should  be  sent  to  Albany 
to  have  a  conference  with  the  Indian  Nations  and  to  deliver  them  the  usual  presents  as 
Governor  Clinton  was  indisposed  and  a  New  Governor  soon  expected:  Upon  my  return  from 
Albany  from  the  River  Circuit  in  June  I  repaired  to  Jamaica  on  Naussaw  Island  where  the 
Assembly  then  sat,  &  hearing  of  the  above  proposal,  I  offered  an  other  at  a  conference 
between  the  Council  &  Assembly  on  Indian  aff'airs  after  having  previously  acquainted  Governor 
Clinton  with  it  who  approved  of  it;  which  was  that  some  proper  person  should  be  sent  up  to 
Onondaga  to  bury  the  Hatchett  (a  Ceremony  used  among  the  Indians  at  the  conclusion  of  a 
War  and  which  had  been  neglected)  to  o^uiet  the  minds  of  the  Mohawks  who  were  out  ot 
Temper  occasioned  by  some  disputes  about  Lands  and  to  make  a  small  Present  to  the  five 
Nations  and  prepare  them  for  a  meeting  early  next  summer  at  Albany:  This  proposal  was 
agreed  to  and  Coll  William  Johnson  sent  on  that  Service.  Inclosed  you  have  a  copy  of  what 
was  done.  The  Reasons  I  went  upon  were  first,  that  I  thought  it  would  be  for  His  Mnjestys 
Service  that  once  in  some  years  a  person  with  a  publick  character  and  some  small  present 
should  be  sent  up  to  Onondago  which  is  the  place  of  the  General  meeting  of  the  five  Nations 
and  where  they  keep  ( as  they  express  themselves )  their  Great  Fire  &  the  Tree  to  which  one 
end  of  the  Covenant  Chain  Is  fastened.  Secondly  I  did  not  think  any  Commissioners  to  be 
sent  to  Albany  could  have  that  Weight  among  the  Indians  as  the  presence  of  the  G  'vernor, 
nor  quiet  their  minds  or  remove  the  jealousies  they  had  entertained  and  thirdly  by  this  method 
there  would  be  a  larger  present  to  be  distributed  y'  next  year,  which  with  proper  management 
would  have  a  good  effect  upon  them  —The  other  papers  inclosed  are  addresses  to  me  on  my 
advancement  to  the  Government  and  the  speech  I  made  to  the  Council  and  Assembly.  I  was 
advised  by  the  Council  to  lay  the  thirty  ninth  article  of  His  Majestys  Instructions  to  Sir 
Danvers  Osborn  before  the  Council  and  Assembly,  which  I  did.  I  also  laid  before  them  the 
47"'  48"'  &  49""  Articles  to  be  entered  in  their  Registers  with  the  50""  by  which  I  am  directed 

so  to  do 

I  am 

My  Lords 

most  obedient  &  most 

humble  Sorvnnt 

James  Delancey 


The  Right  Honble  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Trade  and  Plantations 


-mlU'-f*"^'**  *»» 


1753 


Colonel  Johmon  to  Governor  Clinton. 

[N'^-Tork,  (B.  T.)  XXXI,  li.,  S6.] 

May  it  please  Your  Excellency. 

I  arrived  three  days  ago  from  Onondaga,  and  agreable  to  your  orders  have  transcribed  what 
passed  there  between  me  aid  the  Six  Nations,  which  I  take  this  opportunity  (by  Doctor 
Shuckburgh)  to  lay  before  yoi  r  Excellency,  together  with  what  1  said  to  the  Mohawks  and 
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their  answer.  I  met  some  French  men  there  &  examined  wiiat  pass  they  had  from  the 
Governor  of  Canada,  which  1  found  only  allowed  them  to  purchase  ginseng  for  an  established 
Company  of  iMerchants,  peculiar  for  that  commodity.  They  told  me  there  were  above  twenty 
sail  of  transports  arrived  in  Canada  this  summer  with  people  to  settle  towards  Ohio,  and  that 
sevenil  more  were  expected  at  Mississipi,  among  whom  they  supposed  there  would  be  a 
number  of  Swiss.  This  being  the  most  material,  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  Dieter  for 
other  occurrences.     I  am  with  the  greatest  respect,  Your  Excellencys  most  humble  Serv« 

»r       .  T  I       „  W"  Johnson. 

Mount  Johnson 

7'>'-  the  24"-  1733. 


Govefnor  Clinton 


Copy  exam"" 

(signed) 


Gw.  Banyar  D.  CI  Con. 


Conference  letween  tlie  Mahawhs  and  Colonel  Johnson. 

At  a  meeting  of  both  Castles  of  the  Mohawks  at  Mount  Johnson  July  the  ac"  1753. 

Hendrick  their  Chief  being  appointed  Speaker,  spoke  as  follows  — 

Brother  Warraghiiyagey. 

Though  it  is  not  usual  for  us  to  speak  first  went  sent  for,  yet  as  our  hearts  are  full  we  crave 

leave  to  throw  of  the  burthen.  ,  •  ,     . 

Brother  on  the  receipt  of  your  message  two  days  ago  we  were  highly  rejoyced  to  thmk  that 
you  were  again  raised  up,  and  impowered  to  receive  and  impart  reciprocally  the  news  between 
us  and  our  bretheren  the  F-nglish.  Thereupon  we  agreed  without  delay  to  come  down  to  your 
house  our  late  fire  place,  kindled  at  a  troublesome  time,  even  in  war;  — Where  should  we 
resort  to  when  any  thing  lays  heavy  on  our  hearts,  but  where  we  have  always  found  satisfaction 
whatever  might  trouble  us.  We  have  reason  to  be  uneasy  and  had  the  Governor  ,  Mit  for  us 
by  the  Commiss"  whom  we   hear  are  appointed,  we  would  not  at  this  time  barken  or  move 

P    .  Gave  a  String  of  Wampum. 

a  foot.  " 

Here  follows  my  Speech  to  both  Castles  of  the  Mohawks. 

Bretheren  and  Friends 

I  congratulate  you  on  your  arrival  from  New  York,  and  am  glad  to  see  vou  all  well,  and  bid 
you  welcome  here,  where  your  brother  the  Governor  has  impower'd  n.o  to  light  up  a  small 
fire  again,  so  as  to  enable  me  to  boyl  a  little  victuals  for  you  while  the  Conference  lasts. 

Bretheren.  I  am  ordered  by  your  brother  the  Governor  to  let  you  know  that  your  behaviour 
&  demands  were  very  unreasonable  and  unusual  while  at  New  York,  and  that  he  and  his  Chief 
Men  were  much  affected  to  find  that  you,  whom  they  looked  upon  as  most  sincere  friends, 
should  use  such  loud  and  foul  words,  that  almost  shook  and  Soyled  that  firm  and  bright  Cham 
made  by  our  wise  forefathers  and  continued  by  their  posterity  till  now  unsullied.  1  cannot 
help  reproaching  you  for  your  unfriendly  and  rash  behaviour,  which  put  your  brother  the 
Governor  and  his  great  men  in  a  very  unsuitable  disposition  to  redress  grievances  which  were 
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New  Governor  wirosholir^^^  ^°"  "''"''  ^^^-"^ ''"  ^'^  arrivall  of  the 

than  the  present,  who  is  p^^Xg  to'  turTt  Fn^V^'thaT VnVT"  ""  '^  T"'''^"'"*^ 
prevented   him   from  meeting  the   FIvp  nI.      ^°  ,  "^'f*^ '  ^'^«''  '^"^^  '"«  ^^''t  of  health,  has 

antient  league  be^^eeTt  em  an-1   ul       T  '  ^''"'"''''  ''  ^'   '''''''''^'^'  ^»  ''^'^  ^^e 

appointed  by  the  go  ernm  nT  he  e  to  V  "^  u  ""T  ""'"'"  ^''"^  ^^^"^«  ''  '«  ^^at  I  am 
til  there,  fn  the  Go:  I  '8^::  No™'  '''  ^h'?,  ''"'"'"  ""'  ^""'^"•^'^^'^  «°  ^^^^  -^" 
in  all  affairs  of  consec.uence   I  rsf"  /  ^      '      ^  ''"''  '=°""""'^^  ^°  '=''"«"'t  ^"«h  other 

n.ost  proper  St  ps  to       ;^^^^^^^  ^^^   ^°""^  j°'"  "-  '"  -"sidering  what  are  the 

In  the'  mean  time  ,  ins  t  pi;'  T  ^  ^"'^  f-'^  ^°  ''^.l^^^^^'  ^""-"tion  at  Onnondaga. 
will  be  your  best  friends  aldronr         \      u'-™°"^  """^  "'  ''  "^"'''''  ^l^"  '^'''^^  «"d  ever 

o.=:;.-::;;E:::::-r:,c.p.-S=.,.- 

Here  a  String  of  Wampum. 

The  answer  of  both  Castles  of  the  Mohawks  to  the  foregoing  Speech  •  spoke  bv 
Hendrick  at  Mount  Johnson  July  27,  1753.  ^  ^        ^ 

Brother  Warraghiiyagey. 

brought  along  to  hear  vou  onJLTrH  ,  ^  ""^  ^"""S^'^  P"°P'«  ^^hom  we 

like  agam:  small  provocations  shall  never  weaken  the  Phnin  nf  r  ■  ^,  ,  ^'  ,  '^"'°"  ^°'  ^''^ 
between  us  and  our  Bretheren,  and  yo.  ma^  b  s  ured  we  h^l'taf '  7^  '  """'^'"^ 
signifying  our  attachn.nts  as  we  and  ou'r  forefatl.  hr^one  f^merly  "'^''"""^^  "' 

Brother  Warraghiiyagey  ^^''^  "  ^*^'t  was  given. 

You  may  depend  upon  our  readiness  at  the  first  call  to  wait  on  vou  at  Onond,...  nn^        • 

Here  a  String  of  Wampum;  &  Ended. 
Head,  one  of  the  Ch.ef  Sach.ms  of  that  Castle  rose  up  and  Spoke  as  follows:- 
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Brother  Warracliiiyaeey-  .  •       .•         -.i 

As  you  enter  our  .ueetin,  ,lnce  with  wett  eyes  and  sorrowfull  hearts  ,n  coniunct.on  w,th 

our  Bretheren  the  Moluuvks,  we  do  will,  this  String  of  Wan.pum  wipe  away  your  tears  and 

asswage  Your  grief,  that  you  may  speak  freely  in  this  Assembly. 

^  b      >  J  ^^^^  ^j^^y  ^^^^  ^,^g  gjring  of  Wampum. 

Here   follows  what   I   said  to  the  General  Convention  of  the  Six   Nations  at 
Onondaga  spoke  by  Hendrick  the  Chief  of  tlie  Mohawks. 

Bretheren  of  the  Six  Nations.  ,    ,    ,        i  t.     .i 

The  great  concern  I  a.n  under  for  the  loss  of  our  three  great  and  beloved  Brothers 
Caghniagarota.  Onughsadego  and  Gahusquerowana.  who  in  their  time  made  your  Assembly 
compleat.  n,akes  it  incun.bent  on  me  to  condole  their  death,  and  as  .t  .s  a  great  loss  o  us  .n 
general,  1  do  by  these  three  Belts  of  Wampum  dry  up  your  tears  that  we  may  see  each  other, 
clear  your  throats  that  we  may  Speak  together,  and  wash  away  their  blood  out  pf  our  s.ght. 
and  cover  tiieir  bones  with  these  Strow'd  Blankets 

Here  gave  the  three  Belts  of  Wampum  and  three  Blanketts  of  Strowd. 

Bretheren  of  the  Six  Nations 

I  nn,  now  to  aermaint  yon  that  the  indisposition  of  the  present  Governor  and  the  expectation 
of  the  su.lden  arrival  of  a  new  one.  has  occasioned  the  interview,  proposed  at  Albany  between 
vou  and  him  this  sumn.er,  to  be  deferred,  upon  which  I  am  commissioned  to  treat  with  you 
and  at  the  same  time  to  assure  you  that  the  succeeding  Governor  will  meet  you  as  soon  as  he 
convenien.ly  can.  with  presents  as  usual.  You  will  then  have  an  opportunity  of  laying  before 
bi,„  wbalev'.r  is  amiss,  which  will  be  redressed  you  may  depend  on,  without  any  unnec^essary 
delay;  till  then  I  expect  all  of  you  will  live  in  perfect  harmony  with  y'  Bretheren  y- ^English. 

Bretlieren  of  the  Six  Nations. 

It  Brieves  me  sorely  to  find  the  road  hither  so  grown  v.p  with  weeds  for  want  of  being  used, 
&  your  fire  almost  expiring  at  Onondaga,  where  it  was  agreed  by  the  wisdom  of  our  Ancestors 
that  it  should  never  be  extinguished:  You  knew  it  was  a  saying  among  us  that  when  the  tire 
was  out  here,  you  would  be  no  longer  a  people ;  1  am  now  sent  by  Your  Brother  the  Governor 
,0  clear  the  Ifoad  &  make  the  fire  with  such  wood  as  will  never  burn  out,  and  1  earnestly 
desire  you  would  take  care  to  keep  it  up,  so  as  to  be  found  always  the  same  when  he  shall 

•'  A  Belt, 

send  among  you. 

Bretheren  of  the  Six  Nations. 

I  Imve  now  renewed  the  Kire,  swept  clean  all  your  rooms  with  a  new  White  Wing,  an.l 
leave  it  hanging  lu'ar  the  Fire  place,  that  you  may  use  it  for  cleaning  all  dust  dirt  i:'  which 
may  have  been  biouglil  in  by  Strangers,  no  friends  to  you  or  us. 

■^  A  string  of  Wampum. 

Bretheren  of  the  Six  Nations. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  on  my  arrival  among  you  that  the  fine  shady  Tree  which  was  planted  by 
vour  forefathers  fi.r  your  ease  and  slu-lter,  should  be  now  leaning,  being  almost  blown  down 
by  Northerly  win.ls.  1  shall  now  mdeavour  to  set  it  upright  that  it  may  ilounsh  as  formerly, 
while  the  roots  spnad  abroad;  so  that  when  we  silt  or  stand  on  them  you  will  ieel  them 
shake  should  any  storms  blow,  then  should  you  hi-  ready  to  secure  it.  A  Belt. 
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Bretheren  of  the  Six  Nations. 

Your  Fire  now  burns  clearly  at  the  ol.i  place,  the  Tree  of  Shelter  and  Protection  is  set 
up  &  flour.shes;  I  munt  now  .n.ist  upon  your  queurhiuji  that  (ire  made  with  bramh-es  at 
bwegachey,  and  recall  those  to  their  proper  l,on,e  who  have  deserted  thi.her.     1  can  nCt  Le 

loTvid'T  '""     "'",'""', '"  ^"""'''^'  '''  '^'''''''  ""  "  ^'^'"«'^-«  P-P'"'  "'-"V^  endeavouring 
to  dv.de  you  as  much  as  they  can,  nor  will  tl,ey  let  slip  any  opportunity  of  nudung  a.lvantngt 

In  Oho'  ?";'•'  """"'   '""■""'   ""■   "'--"&— ^   l-'ia"«are   maUin,  a  descent 
u  onOh.o.  .s.tw.th  your  consent  or  leave  that  they  proceed  in  this  extraordinary  n,auner. 
ende,vour,ng  hy  force  o   anns  ,o  dispossess  your  ..„  m.tivo  allies  as  well  a.  your  hrethere 
the  Lnghsh.  and  establishing  themselves'^  .  ,  ,[  """^'eri 

"  A  large  Belt. 

Eietheren  of  Onondaga. 

intlr;;rtir;i"tf7  "'  "  "^  '''^'''"  ''""^  '""■"'""^•■'^'  ^^^  -—lent  for  our  mutual 
interest,  that  .s,  when  yo„  re..e,ve  news  from  the  Westward  Southward  or  any  other  „uarter 
you  send   ,t  from  one  Castle  to  another,  till  it  arrives  ,uite  altered  fron,  what  it      a  is  ' 

>ou  mtend  it  should  go  directly  by  some  of  your  own  Aation.  A  Belt. 

Bretheren  of  the  Scnecas. 

es,tcir.wr,r'w",''"':  '"tr'  "'^""  "^  "^  ''^"^  "^  ^''"  ^-  ^"^--  -•--  =>" "-«, 
o  u  v    r  ''T  r  '"'""' ""' """"  ■'""' '"  ""••  "■*'  '""^ '"'"  ^'"^ ''"" 

0  w  o        f        I'  :''  '■'"''  '""""  '^  •"  '"■  ''-''"'  •""•  ^^  •'"'"^  >'  -~y  to  hang 

.1  r  n  "  UC  Lr  I  "'  r  "'"  ""■"  ''^"-""y  =  ""  ""'^^'  "^  "■'"^"  «•"""  't  opens  should 
V      wo'  d      nl  '"T   .'   T'  ""^''"'"  y"'  that  whatever  you  hear  of  'onsequence 

y     rB    tl  ^•"^^.•"•^';"<^"y  to  the  Sachems  of  Onondaga  who  will  send  i^  dire'tly  to 

>o  r  Br  tn..en,  require  also  as  you  are  nearest  to  the  Western  Tribes  of  Indians  that  you 
Will  endeavour  a  ,n  your  power  to  draw  as  many  of  then,  into  our  interest  as  s  b  ^ 
you  can,  by  winch  nn-ans  the  Six  Nations  may  continue  their  strength  &  credit.  ^ 

Bretheren  of  Oneida  ^  ^*'"- 

thi's  timrpir  TlvT  77'""  '''?  ""'  ''  ""  '^"■*^"  '""^^  •■'"''  '"'  '^  -y  "-«  -"tracted 

i  I   tl  e  T       '  r:  T  '"  ''""  ^"^  "^"^'"^  "^  ""'"  -•''"""'-  -  vou  conveniently 

...n  uul   the  1.  caroras  who  belong  ,o  Vou  as  Children  and  the  Scanihaderali.hroones  lately 

cZ^Z  T  r  "  ';•"""•  ^^"'■"  '"'"^^'^  ''  ''^"^^-^''y  '^•-  -  '"  '-  -^  "-  string  t.  ule 
now  the  fecandiaderadighroones,  to  feed  and  protect  a  Belt. 

Bretheren  of  Cajuga 

the  F  ench  who  are  a  people  you  never  had  any  allia-u'e  with  or  obligation  to.     It  is  agreeable 

™  i  u  r"  "'  ""  "  ''""'^"""  ^■""'  ""'''^^  ''>'  ^''"^'"^  '"  ^'"'  'l'-'a.-iglnoones,  and  shall, 
.ucord  ng  to  your  request.  g,ve  a  pass  to  those  of  that  .\atiun  here  among  you  that  they  and 
the  |.,-.sl  ol  the.n  may  come  and  Join  your  Castle  unmolested  A  Bell  and  a  Pass. 

Brethren  of  tlie  Six  Nations. 

J'7'  ""'^V'"''^'"'  '  "'"  """''  "■"""'''■''  "■''^'"  '»""^"<!i'^''''y  ■■^rter  n,y  appointuu-nt  to  meet 
J< ..  a.  Onondaga,  to  ren-w  and  put  in  order  every  thing  relating  to  your  artUirs,  to  hear  that 
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some  of  your  people  were  returned  with  scalp  and  prisoners  from  the  Catabaws,  with  whom 
you  made  so  solemn  a  peace  last  year  in  my  presence,  which  pleased  all  your  bretheren  the 
English  upon  this  Continent,  the  King  yout  Father  also  approved  of  it.  iNow  what  an 
everlasting  shame  must  it  be  to  the  Six  Nations  if  this  bloody  affair  be  not  immediately  made 
up.  if  it  be  possible.  I  expect  at  least  that  you  return  the  prisoners  if  any  you  have,  and 
committ  no  further  hostilities  on  that  Nation.  ^  ^'^''• 

Bretheren  of  the  Six  Nations. 

As  I  proceed  to  reform  every  thing  relative  to  the  Old  Covenant  between  you  and  us,  I  must 
remind  you  on  your  part  to  hold  fast  by  that  strong  Chain  of  friend<^'  ip  made  by  your 
forefathers,  the  memory  of  whose  actions  you  have  always  regarded.  You  may  depend 
upon  the  part  in  your  hands  that  it  shall  never  slip.  I  congratulate  you  in  the  name  ol  your 
Brother  the  Governor  on  the  two  additional  links  to  the  Old  Chain,  the  Scanihaderadighroones 
and  Tedarrighroones,  who  without  doubt  must  increase  the  strength  of  it.  A  Belt 

Bretheren  of  the  Six  Nations. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  return  you  the  three  Belts  of  Wampum  sent  by  you  to  the 
Governor  with  a  request  to  hinder  the  Uum  from  coming  among  You.  He  was  very  glad  to 
gratifie  you  in  it,  and  that  you  had  seen  the  ill  consequences  of  that  bewitchmg  liquor,  and 
hopes  you  will  continue  in  that  resolution  always.  The  proclamation  forbidding  Kum  to  be 
sent  or  sold  any  where  among  you  (except  at  Oswego)  is  already  published. 

Here  returned  them  their  Three  Belts. 
Bretheren  of  the  Six  Nations. 

1  have  now  only  to  recommend  what  I  have  said  in  your  Brother  the  Governor's  name  to 
your  serious  consideration,  and  when  you  are  prepared  to  return  an  answer,  I  should  be  glad 
to  hear  it  by  the  Lake  where  I  am  encamped  and  have  a  small  present  for  you,  and  some 
provision  for  your  Children. 

The  lied  Head  in  behalf  of  the  whole,  stood  up  and  replied  thus:  — 

Brother  Warraghuyagee 

You  may  be  assured  we  shall  take  to  heart  iM  your  words  and  deliberate  upon  every  article, 
and  as  it  requires  some  time,  you  must  not  think  it  long  if  we  do  not  come  down  to  the  Lake 
where  you  lay;  as  you  expect  to  morrow  it  may  be  lli.!  next  day,  tlio'  we  consider  it  cannot 
be  agreeable  to  you  to  live  in  the  woods;  we  shall  make  what  dispatch  we  can 

Parted  for  that  day. 

At  a  general  Meeting  of  the  Six  Nations  held  at  Onondaga  September  the  10'"  i7.53. 

The  Answer  of  the   Six  Nations  to  the  foregoing  speech,  liy  the  Red  Head, 
tiieir  Speaker. 

Brother  Warrnghiiyagee 

We  are  ol.liged  to  you  for  your  npeech  and  act  of  Condolence  for  the  loss  of  our  three  great 
Brothers  Caghiiiagirotii  (Ji.ughsa.lego  and  (iaiiuscaroana ;  and  we  are  tiie  more  af'ected  t\n  it 
was  done  conformable  to  our  manner.     We  are  loo  sensihle  of  what  consequence  they  were  o) 


^ 
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'^'^  ■  A  Belt. 

Brother  Warrnghiiyagee 

We  are  sorry  Jo  hear  our  Brother  the  Governor  is  sick,  and  we  thank  you  for  giving  us 
n    .ce  of  the  sue!  en  arrival  of  a  new  one.     W.  shall  suspend  son^e  n,attefs  of  cons  quen  e 
.1  then ;  some  of  wh>ch  we  shall  mention  in  order  as  we  proceed  to  aswer  that  part  oHo  r 
spe     h  reauve  thereto.     All  of  us  will  chearfully  attend  when  he  pleases  to  call.and'a  e 
inalterable  m  our  ant.ent  friendship  with  our  brethren  the  English  A  Belt 

Brother  Warraghiiyagee. 

obrructTdTn?!'   r"'   ''""  ""r""  "'''   y''"  '''''   *''«  "«-'   between  us  has  been 
obstructed  and  almost  grown  up  wUh  weeds,  that  our  Fire  is  scattered  and  almost  extinct 

clear,  and  not  go  out,  and  we  promise  that  we  shall  with  the  utmost  care  dress  and  keep  it  uo 
as  we  are  sens.b.e  from  what  has  been  said  by  our  forefathers  that  the  neglecl  ^it  wTuld  b'e 

A  Belt. 
Brother  Warraghiiyagee 

We  know  very  well  the  use  of  the  White  Wring  you  recommended  and  are  determined  to 
use  .t  to  3weep  out  whatever  n.ay  hinder  the  Fire  from  burning  with  a  pure  flame. 

Brother  Warraghiiyagee  ^  String. 

You  may  depend  upon  our  care  in  defending  the  Tree  which  you  have  replanted  from  the 
nc  emency  of  the  h.gh  winds  from  Canada;  we  are  full  of  acknowledgments  fbryurc 

A  Belt. 
Brother  Warraghiiyagee 

JllTlr  "'?  """  "":  "''  "'■■''  ^""'  •^"'•''  '''^''"'  ''  «'■""''>  ''"•  ^»'«  Tree  of  Shelter  look 
atr  ng  &  flounsh.ng.  and  you  may  depend  upon  our  ,uenching  that  false  fire  at  Swega  '  y 
anddo.ng  al  we  can  to  recall  our  brothers,  too  often  seduced  that  way;  tho' we  do  o' 
CO  ce.ve  we  had  done  so  n.uch  a,ni.  in  going  thither,  when  we  observe  th  Jt  you  whi  e  peo I 

^hat.  However  as  you  u.s.st  upon  it  we  will  no.  go  that  way  nor  be  any  n.ore  divided 
must  now  say  u  ,s  not  with  our  consent  that  the  French  have  committed  any  hill.;  . 
Ino;  we  dont  know  what  you  Christians.  English  and  French  together,  intend  teo 
henun  .1  .„  by  oth,  that  we  have  hardly  a  hunting  place  left.  In  a  little  while  i  Z  id, 
bear  ,„  a  tree  there  w.l  unmedia.ely  appear  an  owner  of  the  land  to  challenge  the  pro.  J 
and  Innderusfrom  k.ll.ng  u,  whul,  is  our  livelyhood.  We  are  «o  perplexeS  betwee  I ,',' 
that  we  hardly  know  what  to  say  or  think  An, 

A  Belt. 

Ilrother  Warraghiiyagee 
In  behalf  of  our  Uretheren  of  this  Castle  of  Onondaga  I  am  to  say  that  wp  «1u.11  f, ..     r. 

tiiriiiiy,  nccornmg  to  the  cilii  cuMlom.  ,    ,    . 

A  String. 
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Brother  Warraghijyagee.  .    ,      ,  r 

The  Senekas  do  know  tliemselves  to  be  the  Door  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  thank  you  for 
renewing  it  as  we  are  sensible  it  was  mnch  wanted,  and  with  such  durable  wood  as  will  not 
rott.  We  shall  be  quick  to  hear  when  it  opens,  and  shall  communicate  distinctly  what  news 
is  passing,  to  our  Brothers  at  Onondaga,  in  order  to  be  dispatched  to  our  bretheren  the 
English;  and  shall  be  very  soUicitous  to  invite  all  Nations  to  enter  at  that  door,  and  shall 
endeavour  to  keep  the  Roads  to  it  clear  and  open.  A-  Belt. 

Brother  Warraghiiyagee.  .  ,  j     i    u 

We  thank  you  heartily  for  cleaning  the  Oneida  Stone  and  setting  it  up  right,  and  shall, 
ngreeable  to  your  advice  collect  our  people  together ;  also  the  Tuscaroras,  be  they  scattered 
where  they  may,  and  the  Scanihaderadighroons  we  do  unite  with  us,  a  small  party  of  whom 
are  here  present  to  hear  you,  and  to  take  their  share  of  our  Brother  the  Governor's  bounty. 
We  also  return  thanks  for  the  New  String  fixed  to  the  Cradle,  contrived  by  our  forefathers  to 
receive  those  new  Bretheren  we  intend  to  norisli  and  provide  for.  A  String. 

Brother  Warraghuyagee 

The  Cajugas  say  they  have  not  been  more  conversant  with  the  French  than  the  rest  ot  the 
Six  Nations;  they  will  endeavour  to  keep  themselves  as  compact  as  they  can,  and  thank  you 
for  this  intuition,  being  sensible  it  is  for  their  own  good.  They  also  return  you  thanks  for  the 
pass  you  were  pleased  to  give  to  the  Tedarrighroones  to  come  and  unite  with  them  to 
strengthen  their  Nation,  three  of  whom  are  now  here  to  partake  in  the  name  of  their  Nation 
of  the  intended  present.  ^  ^'^"^• 

Brother  Warraghiiyagee. 

We  are  heartily  conscerned  with  you  that  some  of  our  people  went  out  against  tlie  Catawbas, 
&  hope  you  will  not  take  it  amiss  if  we  do  not  give  you  a  definitive  answer  upon  that  head  at 
present.  We  can  only  desire  you-  patience  till  the  fighters  are  all  liome,  there  being  very  lew 
here,  when  we  shall  in  each  Castle  consult  them  and  return  an  answer  at  the  first  meeting  with 
the  New  Governor.  This  is  in  part  what  I  proposed  to  suspend  till  his  coming  as  1  mentioned 
before  I  returned  the  Second  Belt. 

IJrother  Warraghiiyagee.  _ 

You  may  depend  upon  whatever  can  be  expected  on  our  part  to  bung  the  Covenant  Ciiain 
to  its  former  briglitness.  It  was  high  time,  being  almost  eat  thorough  with  rust  for  want  of 
proper  care  and  inspection.  We  nre  very  glad  you  are  pleased  that  we  have  connected  thereto 
the  Scanihaderadighroones  and  Tetarighroor.es,  nil  of  whom  we  daily  expect  among  us. 

A  Belt. 

Brother  Warraghuyagee  •     v    •  i 

We  return  you  a  great  many  thanks  for  stopping  the  Hum  coming  to  the  Six  Nations,  and 
would  be  very  ghid  the  same  prohibition  wouKl   have  effect  at  Oswego. 

To  the  last  1  rej.lied  [he  intended  to  continue  his  Speech]  that  could  not  be  at  pr.-seiit ; 
likewise  told  them  it  would  do  great  pleasure  to  the  French  while  we  were  forbid  to  sell  Hum 
at  Oswego,  they  sold  what  thev  thought  lilt  at  Niagara,  a  place  which  was  forceably  taken  froiii 
them;  1  expected  tii.-y  woul.l  first  hin.ler  the  French  selling  lirpior  ther...  before  they  propomd 
having  it  stopped  at  Oswego,  especially  an  it  is  a  place  agreed  on  by  all  the  Six  Nutions,  to  ba 
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in  the  hands  of  the  English  as  a  general  mart  for  all  their  necessities,  as  well  as  for  the  sundrv 
wants  of  all  the  Indians  to  the  Southward.  ^ 

They  replyed  immediately  by  the  same  Speaker,  they  would  go  to  Niagara  and  forbid  the 
French  se  hng  any  more  Rum  or  spirituous  liquors,  and  also  said  that  they  had  not  given  thS 
place  to  the  trench,  but  that  they  settled  there  without  the  consent  of  the  Six  Nations 

Brother  Warraghuyagee.  ^  ^^'^• 

We  are  pleased  with  every  thing  you  have  said,  and  return  you  a  great  many  thanks  for 
speak.ng  m  our  own  way.  which  is  more  intelligible  to  us,  because  mL  onZ  e  o  the 
the      r::    o;;r"s      ''"^^^^^^^^^^     ^^  — ^-y  ^^^  that  if  we  can  or  .end  for  y  u, 

Ir  ;  ecrexpe  t t  ^^r^'      T  'T  ""!  ""'  "'^^^"'^'^^  ^••""'"^-     ^'^  '^^  ^'^^^^  ^^retclfed  out 
^ur  necks,  expectmg  to  see  you,  but  have  been  disappointed:  We  hope  for  the  future  vou  and 

afl  Zot:Z:rT.f  ""^"'  T  ^''^""'^'  ''  -^  -P-^  ^  -'-^'  corresponden     ,: 
shall  not  omut  send.ng  all  the  news  that  arrives  with  us,  and  hope  the  same  from  you  directly. 

A  Belt. 

(signed)         Gw  Banyah  D.  CI.  Con. 

(Indorsed)  "  Rec"  with  M' Delancy's 
"  Ire  of  S''  Nov'  1753." 


1  >; 
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Lieutenant -Govenuyr  Dthncey  to  the  Lord;  of  Tnuk. 

t  [  New-Tork  Pipcn,  II.,  No.  ill.  ] 

My  L„r<l.s  ^'''"'  '''"'■'^  -'i)"-  Nov  1753 

I  wrote  to  your  Mps  before  that  I  had  appointed  a  Committee  of  the  Couneil  to  inquire 

u.to  ,he  means  o.  II.s  l„te  Kxcelleney  Sir  Danvers  (..sborn'.s  .leath.  two  days  ago  I  re  ei    !d 

Copu-Hof  the  d.  positions  taken  on  that  bead.  w'h. , re  here  inclosed 

The  tenth  Instant  I  received  a  letter  directed  to  Sir  Panvers  Osbnrn  Cnpt"  Cen'  &c  of  New 

W,  .  r,,'V''^'':'7?  •"  "'"  ^ '"""""••'-  '"  ^'!-<  '-"  "-'  Kar!  of  Ilolderness  dated  at 

eha  I  ,  e     s-^  of  Augn.t  last  giving  „„  account  that  His  Majesty  had  received  iuforma  ion 

of  the  Manh  of  a  considerable  number  of  In.lians  supported  by  some  regular  Troop,  inten.IinR 

o  coiumi,  sonu.  bosfhties arts  of  bisMaJestys  Dominions  or  erect  Fort.s  on  His  Mniestys 

Lands  .n  A.ner.ca  and  that  it  was  His  Majestys  pleasure,  i:,  case  the  subjects  of  any  foreign 
Innce  or  .Nate  should  make  any  encroachm'  on  the  Limitts  of  His  Majestys  Dominions  I 
Rhould  use  my  endeavors  (after  ,lue  requisition  to  them  to  desist )  to  repel  I  Korce  by  Force 
nnd  M,  ease  I  should  be  in.orme.I  by  „„y  of  His  Majer.tys  (iovernors  of  any  hostile  attempts 
made  on  their  (Jovcrnmenls  1  should  call  the  Assen.bly  and  lay  belure  them  the  necessity  of 
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mutual  Assistance.     This  letter  I  immediately  communicated  to  the  Council  and  with  their 
Advice  laid  before  the  Assembly  then  sitting  upon  which  they  came  to  the  Resolut.on  of  wh.ch 

I  here  inclosed  a  copy  ,  „      ,  j-         «?„„>  „f 

On  the  twenty  fourth  instant  I  received  a  letter  from  L'  Holland  command.ng  officer  at 
Oswego  by  which  it  appears  if  the  information  he  has  received  be  true  that  the  des.gns  of  the 
French  on  the  River  Ohio  have  proved  abortive,  but  that  they  intend  to  renew  thc.r  attempts 
next  year,  which  the  probably  will  unless  the  difficulties  which  they  may  apprehend  m  the 
execulion  of  their   project   should   deter  them-The   French    building   Forts   and   mak,ng 
settlements   on    the    River   Ohio  (which    they   call    belle    Riviere)  w.ll    be  of    •"fimte   bad 
consequence  to  His  Mnjestys  Dominions  in  America  as  that  River  is  much  nearer  to  the  back 
Settlements  than  the  Course  they  used  to  take  through  the  Lakes  they  will  more  easily  make 
incursions  into  the  British  Settlements  being  nearer  at  hand  and  having  a  place  of  retreat  ant^ 
security;  They  will  intercept  the  Indian  Trade  and  of  course  draw  the  Indians  into  a  greater 
dependance  on  them  than  is  consistent  with  the  safety  of  His  Majestys  in  North  America.     I 
the  French  have  Forts  at  proper  places  on  the  River  Ohio,  Pensilvania  and  Virginia  will  hud 
in  an  other  War  that  they  will  prove  as  sharp  Thorns  in  their  sides  as  Fort  St  !•  rederick  at 
Crown  Point  is  to  Massachusetts  Bay  &  New  York     1  would  therefore  humbly  propose  it  as 
my  opinion  that  a  Fort  &  Trading  HouLe  to  which  the  Indians  might  resort  for  traffick  be 
built  and  garrisoned  on  some  convenient  part  of  the  Ohio  within  the  Province  of  1  ensylvan.a, 
and  another  in  Virginia  if  net  already  done,  this  will  prevent  the  French  being  masters  of  that 
Riv-r,  M'  Penn  can  not  I  think  even  in  regard  to  his  own  Interest,  be  at  too  great  an  expence 
to  secure  some  good  Post  on  that  River,  where  the  advantages  which  the  Indians  will  find  in 
their  Trade  will  allure  them  and  spcure  their  Friendship;  for  I  must  observe  that  the  greater 
benefits  which  the  Indians  reap  from  their  trade  with  His  Majestys  Subjects   than  with  the 
French,  seems  to  me  the  st.ongest  Tye  by  which  we  hold  them.     The  same  may  be  said  with 
respect  to  one  or  more  Forts  and  trading  Houses  on  the  Ohio  in  Virginia.     I  enclose  the  extract 
of  the  letter  from  Lieutenant  Holland  comi.^anding  oflicer  at  Oswej-o 

I  transmitt  to  your  Laps  at  the  desire  of  Jie  Committee  &  Commissioners  their  Representation 
&  copies  of  the  necessary  papers  referred  to  therein  that  your  Ldps  may  be  informed  of  the 
Olmctions  which  they  think  may  with  good  reason  be  made  to  the  Lin.^  Ciovernor  Wentwortli 
points  out  to  be  fixed  as  the  boundary  between  this  an.l  the  I'rovince  of  New  Hampshire.  As 
the  Soil  iu  controversy  between  this  Province  &  New  Hampshi.e  except  what  has  been  already 
granted,  is  in  His  Majesty,  who  may  fix  the  Line  between  the  two  Provinces  where  he  pleases, 
the  controversy  being  not  of  a  right  but  of  a  convenie.uy  I  shall  when  I  shall  ha  ,  ..een  able 
to  make  a  full  inquiry  into  all  circumstances  relating  to  the  Line,  humbly  offer  my  opmion 
with  the  reasons,  how  ...d  in  what  mann.r  the  Line  ought  to  le  settled  with  regard  to  His 
Matys  Service  and  the  Strength  and  Defence  of  the  Provinces  against  the  French 

I  am 

My  Lords 

Your  Lordships 

most  oliedifiit  &  most 

humble  Servn  t 

J\MK«  i>E  LaNCKV 

To  the  Fight  Honble  The  Lords  Commissioners  of  Trades  &  Plantnlimis 


k 


h^^ift'iSS^^M.'  tL>^:'. 


>  -I 


LONDON  DOCUMENTS :    XXXI. 


817 


Lieuienant -Governor  De  Lanccy  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  New-Tork  Papers,  IL,  No.  107.  ] 

My  Lords  ^^^  ^"'"'^  24'"  Dec  1753 

I  received  your  Lordships  lette.  of  the  eighteenth  of  SeptMast  directed  to  his  late  Excellency 
S  Danver,<  Osborn  together  with  the  inclosed  letters  (referred  to  in  that  of  your  Lordships) 
to  the  Governors  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  Pensylvania,  New  Jersey,  New  Hampshire  and  the 
Massachuset  s  Bay  wh.ch  I  have  sent  forward  according  to  their  several  directions,  with  that 
Paragraph  of  your  Lordships  letter  relating  to  the  Interview  to  be  held  with  the  Indians  next 
summer,  which  I  had  aconainted  them  I  had  appointed  to  be  at  Albany  on  the  fourteenth  of 
June  next  that  being  the  most  proper  and  the  usual  place  of  holding  General  Conferences  with 
the  Indians  and  wi.ere  they  have  had  a  Fire  burning  from   the   earliest  settlement  of  this 
Country  and  .s  a  place  of  the  greatest  consequence  to  the  defense  of  these  Counties  being 
situatea  on  the  highest  part  of  Hudsons  River  which  is  navigable  for  vessells  of  any  considerable 
Burthen    ana  thro    winch  all  the  intercourse   between   Schenectady  a  Town  sixteen  miles 
distance  to  the  AV  estward  and  the  Western  Settlements  is  carried  on  with  New  York,  so  that 
If  Albany  si  ,uid  be  taken  by  the  French  S-henectady  and  all  the  Western  Settlements  must  be 
OS    as  thereby  as  communication  with  them  will  be  cut  off,  whereas  whilest  we  are  Masters  of 
the  City  of  Albany,  we  can  always   rendezvous  such  a  body  of  Men  well  supplied  with  all 
neco8sar.es  by  Water,  from  this  and  the  neighbouring  Governments,  as  will  be  able  to  drive  the 
French  from  any  conquests  they  can  m.ke  to  the  Westward  of  that  Place  and  nothing  can  more 
endang.T  the  loss  of  that  place,  than  a  dislike  of  the  Indians  to  it  and  a  carelessness  for  its  defence, 
m  ca.e  it  should  be  attacked,  and  this  carelessness  I  am  afraid  has  been  too  much  the  practice  of 
the  )  eople  of  Schtnectady.an.l  those  to  the  Westward  to  infuse  into  them,  without  considering 
Low  much  they  endanger  their  own  safety  when  they  are  endeavouring  only  the  advantages  of 
some  tnflling  gain  by  stopping  the  Indians  to  tra.le  with  them,  without  going  down  to  Albany 
Th.-  Ifnut  the  French  take  from  Fort  St  Frederick  ;.l  Crown   Point  to  make  inroads  on  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  or  this  Province  i.s  generally  by  the  Wood  Creek  or  Lake  St  Sacrament 
the  turn  to  the  Eastward  into  tlie  .Massachnsetts  Bay.  &  come  down  Southward  and  westward 
into  this  IVovince  and  the  la.st  War  within  sight  ..C  the  Town  of  Albany,, .nd  in  numbers  after 
th.    .saraghtoga   Fort  was  abandoned   th     Indians  by  coming  down  to  Albany  upon  a'l  their 
pubhck    Busines-s,    and    appiicationa  to  the  (iovernment   bore   contract  hubiludes  &  actiuire 
fr.en.lships  with  some  of  the  Inhabitants  a  kind  of  rights  of  Hospitality  and  if  treated  with  any 
kind  of  prudence  will  always  be  willing  and  ready  to  protecl  and  (fefend  the  place,  where  they 
have  so  long  had  a  (ire  burning,  an.l  I  h.,pe  at  th,>  neM  interview  the  Covenant  Chain  will  be 
ma.h'  as  bright  a.s  ever,  m  to  Onondago  y(.ur  Lordshipa  will  have  received  by  my  former 

letters  my  Ihouglits  on  that  head,  it  has  I. ,  the  Custom  i.ir  the  Governor  of  this  l»rovince 

every  other  year  to  meet  the  Indians  nl  Albany,  if  in  the  intermediate  year  .some  proper  person 
with  a  small  present  were  sent  to  Onondaga  as  it  were  to  visit  them,  and  tiirnish  them  with 
some  arms  &  runmuniii.in  at  that  place  j.isl  befon-  the  hunting  season,  I  am  apt  to  beieive  it 
would  liave  a  good  eHi-ct  among  them,  Thus  much  to  the  place  of  .Meeting,  as  to  the  ehoice  of 
persons  who  are  (.>  att-nd,  I  have  ap|»oint-'  such  a  lime  us  I  shall  have  tlie  a.^sistance  ..f  three 
of  his  Majeslys  Council  who  will  then  l.e  on  tho  t^rcuit.     Coll  Johnson  lives  in  the  County 
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Provi.L  if  one  can  be  found  he  shall  be  employed  if  not  we  must  ^eg  1 1-  Ass     ance  o    te 

1        ir  •  *  J  ot  tha  iTdt  interview  Governor  Clinton  naa  wiin  me 

r  nnrl,  ind  thev  have  made  application  to  me  to  grant  a  Parcel  of  Lands  to  certain  uermans 

;Ice  done  th  m  I  hope  to  be  able  to  give  them  full  satisfaction  by  compromising  the  dispute 
C"  n  the  Germans'&  Macgin  for  I  am  informed  by  one  of  the  partners  in  the  purchase 
?h  rc'e  nor  Clinton  was  to  have  had  one  third  part  of  the  Lands,  which  he  supposed 
wo  Idl"  take  as  L'  Governor  that  being  as  he  said  the  Custom,     Now  I  suppose  if  tha   par 
e  offe  ed  t     the  Germans  and  they  accept  of  it,  this  will  put  an  end  to  the  dispute  wUhou 
"nv  fur  he    disquietude.     As  to   any  future  contentions   about    Lan  s   with    Uie     nd.ans    I 
npr^   1      the  Method  prescribed   by  His  Majestys  Instructions  to  his  late  Excellency  ..r 
Z    rsOsborn  for  the  passing  of  Lands,  if  duly  attended  to  will  eiiectualy  prevent  them 
?      Is  embt  l-re  had  passed  a  Bill  for  paying  the  Salarys  of  the  Oir.cers  ol  the  Government 
in  wld  h  the    had  given  to  me  the  same  Salary  as  they  had  done  to  Governor  Clinton   which 
;:;' t  m^mber^f  His  M.estys  Council  I  could  not  pass  ^^^^ l^^;^::^:^ ^^ 
Maiestvs  Instructions  and  they  being  of  the  same  opinion  rejected  the  bill,  Jter  vUi.Ui  as  i 
V  f  Ice  sary  some  provision  should  be  maue  for  Indian  presents  to  be  given  at  the  next 
^r    evTlaid  a  Copy  of  your  Lordships  letter  before  them  upon  which  they  came    o  the 
R    0    ton  of  which  I  enclose  the  copy,  so  that  there  will  be  sulhcent  prov.s.on  for  Indian 
pren      that  part  from  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  except  23.  in  part  oi  100   •  u.ees  bemg  come 
U     nta.e  to  be  sent  by  the  lirst  opportunity,  and  ..e  Presents  purchased  by  M'  Millu,uet  .ir 
D  nve  s  O.borns  agent  are  also  come   and  in  the  hands  of  his  Administrators.     I  expect 
di    caons  from  your  Lordships  in  relation  to  them.     I  must  beg  the  lavor  o(  your  L  ps  pardon 
t       y  omissions  I  may  be  guilty  of;  your  Lordships  will  In.  please     to  --  ^  ^^  ^^j- 
of  mv  Education  has  lain  towards  the  Law,  long  .<tudy  and  use  had  made  the  duty  of  Che. 
Tute  familiar  to  me.  this  is  a  new  scene  to  which  I  have  fbr  some  time  been  a  stranger 
I     I  endeavor  to  give  your  Lordships  satisfaction  in  it.     This  you  may  be  assured  of  1  shall 
nr  give  your  Lordships  any  wrong  impressions  I  may  be  deceived  but  I  shall  never  impose 
y   hi  g  f  r  a  truth  of  which  I  am  not  myself  convinced.  I  s  all  make  U  my  business  now 
ry  of  alVairs  is  somewhat  at  an  end  by  the  recess  of  the  Asscn.bly  to  state  to  your 
lor  sZ  the  controversy  this  Province  or  rather  His  Majesty  has  w.th  ti,e  Jersey.  I  s  al 
:,r  '     .  a  hint  of  i,  now ,  for  it  is  not  possible  to  give  your  Lordships  a  clear  concept  on  ot  U 
with'     Drau.hts-There  was  a  Line  (antecedent  tothatuldch  ,e  Jersey  I'ropr.etors  now 
Tol      or)  which  was  esteemed  the  Jersey  Line  and  upon  this  Lu.e  vvere  ihe  .New  ^.rk 
P    en     of  Wnwavanda,  Minisink  and  other  bounded  so  that  they  can  not  be  extended  further 
'      t      rn,  and  i    Jersey  does  m,t  extend  further  up  Delaware  Uiver  than  to  th.  Northern 
Br  v^^^^      i«  the  Terminus  ad  .,uem  and  is  in  my  humble  opinion  the  genuine  cons  ruct  on 

or      e(      ntfron.the  DuUe  of  Yolk  th.,  all  that  large  intermediate  Tr,angle  is  st.ll  ,„  the 
rrltn  a    I  the  Jersev  Proprietors  are  only  intru.lers  on  the  King,  and  out  ol  all  these  Land« 
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there  may  a  Quit  Rent  be  reserved  to  His  Majesty  which  will  be  a  very  considerable  addition  to 
His  Majestys  Revenue  without  depriving  the  Proprietors  of  their  possessions  and  which  [His] 
Majesty  may  either  annex  to  this  Government  or  leave  to  Jersey  there  is  a  committee  of  the 
Council  and  Commissioners  for  that  with  the  Massachusetts  Bay  that  of  New  Hampshire.  I 
have  already  mentioned  to  your  Lordships  the  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Assembly 
and  Indian  affairs  will  furnish  me  with  work  enough,  whilst  I  have  the  honor  to  continue  in 
this  station  one  Request  I  have  to  make  to  your  Lordships  that  you  would  be  pleased  to 
recommend  me  to  His  Maty  that  I  may  when  His  Majesty  shall  think  it  for  his  service 
to  supersede  me  as  L'  Governor,  I  may  return  back  to  the  exercise  of  my  office  as  Cheif  Justice, 
in  which  (as  your  Lordships  may  observe  from  the  address  of  the  Judges,  Attorney  General, 
and  the  Practitioners  of  the  Supreem  Court)  I  have  gained  some  credit,  an  office  which  I 
could  discharge  without  that  anxiety,  wch  this  new  scene  brings  upon  me.  My  Lords  I  have 
been  addressed  by  the  Ministers  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Dutch  Church  in  this  city  to 
recommend  their  act  to  your  Ldps  tliat  it  may  be  laid  before  His  Majesty  for  his  Royal 
approbation,  they  have  some  Pieces  of  Ground  in  this  City,  that  are  leased  out  on  Ground 
Rents  on  which  the  buildings  are  mean,  these  they  intend  to  purchase  in  and  build  good 
houses  in  their  stead,  which  will  encrease  their  income,  and  enable  them  to  maintain  their 
Ministers  in  a  better  manner  than  they  now  do  I  recommend  them  to  your  Ldps  as  a  loyal 
people,  that  detest  the  pope  and  the  Pretender  most  cordially. 
I  am 

My  Lords 

Your  Lordships 

most  obedient  &  most 

humble  Servant 

James  De  Lancey 


To 


The  Right  Honorable 

The  Lonls  Commissioners 
of  Trade  &  I'lantations 


Lieutenant-Governor  De  Lincey  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

lN«w-Tork  Papere,  li..  Sn.  iii».) 

^,     ,      ,  New  York  S-"  Jan'M754 

My  Lords 

1  wrote  to  your  Lordships  of  the  24  December  acquainting  you  that  I  had  ordered  a  Message 
to  be  sent  from  the  CoriitiiiHsioners  for  Indian  atliiirs  at  Albany  to  thef*ix  Nations  I  inclose  the 
answer  brought  i»y  ti>e  Interpreter  to  Albany  from  three  of  those  Nations  I  shall  by  the  Post 
whicli  goes  to  Albany  this  week  direct  a  Message  to  be  sent  to  the  Indians  to  let  them  know 
that  I  have  appointed  the  17'"  of  next  June  to  have  an  interview  with  them  at  Albany,  when 
5c  where  they  shall  receive  the  presents  intended  them 
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I  .ust  intreat  your  Lordships  directions,  how  I  am  to  act  in  ^-^l^';;;^l^ ^^ 
on  not  giving  the  money  for  Indian  Presents  but  in  the  same  B.ll  with  the  ^-'^"««  °*     '« 

M.iestvs  Instructions  I  shall  not  on  any  consideration  of  advantage  to  myself  fall  in  with  t  em 
Utvihou    express  permission:  but  shall  only  recommend  to  them  the  making  a  distmct 
r    ;!    for  that'service.  which  I  conceave  I  may  accept  of.  if  I  mistake  I  beg  your  Lordship 
to  si  right.     In  this  last  Session  of  Assembly.  I  gave  my  assent  .Uk  the  «^««  /j''; 
?„"/>!.  Acts,  which  are  now  transmitted  to  your  Lordships  "one  o    w  <      n  e^^ 
nirticular  observations  to  your  Lordships,  but  the  two  last,  to  wit,  the  act  for  granting  to  His 
Cs  !^  he  seve,,,  duties  and  impositions  on  Goods  Wares  &  Merchandizes  imported  in  o  this 
Co  onv  tiereh   mentioned     The  Duties  are  the  same  as  have  been  many  years  in  the  former 
acts  for    up     rt  of  Government,  the  principal  difference  is  that  this  Assembly  appoint  no 
office  s    but   the  money   arising  from  the  Duties   is   given  to   the   King  and  lodged  in  the 
T^sL  until  appropHated  to^ome  future  Act  or  acts;  All  the  Counci'.  present     except  Mj 
Kennedy)  "^re  of  opinion  to  pass  the  Bill,  as  without  those  duties  there  would  not  be  money 
fn      e  Tr  asury  for  Indian  Presents,  Fortifications  or  other  Emergenc  es,     was  myse        so  of 
he      nl  opinion  conceiving  it  for  His  Majestys  Service  that  the  monies  shouhl^ be  com  ng    n 
.nd  that  the  contention  about  the  disposal  should  be  left  to  some  other  time,     fhe  other  ,s  an 
Act         etfve  -  Act  entitulod  an  Act  to  regulate  the  Militia  of  this  Colony,  this  is  a  Law  so 
nec;ss°  ry  in  this  Country,  which  lies  open  to  the  F.ench  that  I  made  a  point  of  »t  -d    -d 
aried  tiough  the  House  was  generally  averse  to  it.  for  the  «-----•  t/'^y    ^f^Zl 
pass  the  Bill  in  the  latter  part  of  M'  Clintons  administration  which  was  that  h«  ^ad  made 
c"  lonells  &  other  officers  in  the  militia  in  most  counties  that  were  generally  distasteful  to  the 

r:::^:::::::::^!:!^^^^  r  rLemb,y  to  .s  M,esty  .cording . 

thirTsreVl^lid  before  His  Majesty -They  have  also  prepared  a  l^^pr— -on  to  1^^^ 
ransmitted  to  your  Lordships,  but  as  I  was  informed  that  it  contained  '"-^y^'^^f^  ^^  ^^^^j 
rpHLls  agailst  M^  Clinton.  I  told  a  friend  from  whom  I  had  the  -  onna.on  t  .       w   u  1 
choose  it  should  go  in  an  other  Channeil  and  not  through  my  hands;  thej  have  stnt 
riuirlpq  the  \ireat  to  he  laid  before  your  Lordships  ,      .    i  ,:„„ 

'''r       e      ifbefore  that  M^  Clinton^iad  dissolved  the  Assembly  several  ti"--  or  -- ^^^^^^^^^^ 
them  into  the  ancient  method  of  supporting  the  Government,  which  was  as  to  -  ^^  >    ^J^^^^^^^^^^ 
ince  I  came  from  England  in  the  year  IT..  Tor  some  part  of  ^^;^-!^^\''^:^^^^^Z 
for  five  years  some  part  for  three,  in  Governor  Montgomer.es,  for  five,  m  Gove  nor  Cosb    s  . 
five,  to  whom  succ-eded  M^  Clark  who  was  made  Lieutenant  (  overnur,  ^  «    -       P  -th 

1  ^.l.rv  ■.ft.r  the  first  year  of  1300,  Governor  Clinton  then  canu  in  and  tooK.  up  w.u. 
rt:;a;'^:ii:^y  of':c?;:.^^r  some  years  successively,  he  t'-e.  upon  some  di.aUs.ct.on 
with  the  Assembly  tryed  to  have  the  support  in  the  former  way  but  could  not    l^'-;^  '^ 
rougher  method  of  Dissolutions,  1    have  tryed  the  softest  me  hod.s  I  --Id      ul  to  Ul 

purpose    The  principal  members  frankly  told  me,  I  miglU  dissolve  them  as  often  as  M''^"  '^^ 
'    long  as    1  ey  wer    chosen  (which  I  hear  most  of  them  would  be  again  if  dissolved  on  t 
P,it).ly  would  never  give  it  up.     Wln.t  they  would  c<,me  into  was,  firs,  not  to  meddle   v 
:      e     t  vlpart  of  the  Governnu-n.,  which  I  had  convinced  them  was  an  encroachment  on 
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His  Majestys  Prerogative,  the  Executive  Power  being  solely  in  the  Crown  &  Secondly  that  all 
monies  should  be  drawn  out  of  the  Treasury  by  Warrants  signed  by  the  Governor  or  Commander 
in  Cheif  with  the  advice  of  the  Council  excepting  only  the  Agents  Salary  and  their  Clerks  & 
Door  Keepers  allowance 

If  it  should  be  His  Majestys  pleasure,  that  I  may  pass  the  Act  for  the  payment  of  the  Salaries 
and  Services  of  the  Government  in  the  same  form  as  has  been  done  by  M--  Clark  Lieutenant 
Governor  here  &  since  by  M'  Clinton  Governor,  I  think  there  will  be  an  end  of  contention  in 
this  Province  and  I  make  no  doubt  the  Assembly  will  be  willing  to  make  provision  for  building 
New  Forts  in  proper  places  &  repairing  the  old  Fortifications,  so  that  your  Lordships  will  not 
be  much  troubled  with  complaints  from  this  quarter  and  yet  this  point  of  support  for  an 
indeffinite  time  may  be  left  open  to  any  Captain  General,  &  Governor  in  Cheif,  this  Bill  having 
been  passed  only  by  a  Lt  Governor,  which  ^r  an  inferior  character  I  submit  this  to  your 
Lordships  judgements  &  shall  wait  your  directions 

I  am 

My  Lords 

Your  Lordships 

most  obedient  & 

most  humble  Servant 

rri„  .1  „  „.  .  ,  TT-   Li  James  De  Lancev 

J  0  the  Right  Honble 

The  Lords  Commissioners 

for  Trade 


Minute  of  Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs. 


[  New-York  Papi-ra,  li.,  110.] 

At  a  Board  of  Commissioners  met  at  Rob'  Lutteridgcs. 


Present- 


Tiie  Mayor. 

Recorder. 

Coll  Mynd :  Schuyler. 


Dec.  IS"'  1753 

Cor  Cuyler. 
John  Beekman. 
Jac,  C,  Ten  Eyck. 


M"^  Stephens  the  Interpreter  returned  here  having  delivered  the  Message  of  2S  ultimo  from 
this  Board  to  botli  castles  of  Mohawks  Oneidoes  and  Tuscarcas,  where  he  met  with  a  trusty 
Onondago  who  promised  to  send  an  express  immediately  to  the  Rest  of  the  Six  Nations.  That 
all  the  Indians  which  he  iiad  seen  appeared  very  well  pleased  with  the  Message  and  returned 
tlianks  to  tiie  Comnii.ssioners,  on  iiis  return  to  Con.ijoharie,  a  String  of  Wampum  was  given 
to  him  by  Ilendrick  in  presence  of  several  Saciiams  whc  said  they  were  also  very  well  satisfied 
tiiat  tile  Governor  was  a  native  of  this  Country,  as  such  lie  knew  well  the  advantages  of  an 
Alliance  witli  the  Six  Nations;  and  that  m  there  were  now  several  Commissioners  hoped  their 
atliiirs  would  be  better  managed  than  by  one  Person 

A  true  Copy  Alex  CoLirorN 
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Governor  Shirley  to  the  Earl  of  Hohkmtsse. 

[  Gorernoa  .nd  Comn-andm  c,  Norlh  America.  (8.  P.  O. ,  So.  07. 1 

Jjoston  7.  January  1764. 

..  Hi.  M»j"  hnd  received  i„r„n™iion  of  ll.e  murch  of  a  ™"»*   '    '  ;™,'"J„.„,ehended,  to 
«•  commit  some  hostilities  on  pans  oi  ri.s  .u.  j  ^rounded      id  to  put  me 

"  -'  ^'-'  '?z::T::r:i ;  rr:::;::;::  if  r2:ie  .tem;  ..at 
;;i;:i^^:i;;;::::r"H.M,est,sao.,. 

Hkeu'se    "that    t  is  the   King's  Royal  will  and   P'^^^    '^  nt    a  d  in d      should  be 
..  correspondence  with  all  His  Maj'>-  Governors  on    h     ^«?^'  ^^^'^^^^^^^^  .^.^mble  the 

»  inforniU  by  any  of  them  of  any  hostile  attempt  :  ^^^^^^^':IL^  assistance. 
..  General  Assembly  within  my  (iovernS  and  lay  befo,  ^l-''"  »  7^^;^  require"- 
..  and  engage  them  to  grant  such  supplies  as  the  exigency  of  a.  ^^Zl^  how  far  the 
In  obedience  to  His  Maj'^''  pleasure  1  have  used  my  "  ^^  J^^"^;:;^:  ^^'letter  may  be 
information  of  the  March  of  the  Indians  and  ''^;>^^^ ;^^^^'^^^^'Z^ ,,  „,y  inquiry  is 
well  grounded,  togetherwi.h  their  designs  and  desuKiin-^^  y 

contafned  in  the  inclosed  paper  N"  1.  to  which     ^"^f  ^     ,  ;.   ;f  ^^^^      ,,  jnto  a  readiness 
I  have  taken  the  n.  .essary  measures  for  putting  ^'^  J^ ''    ';  .f  ^  l^,,,,,  ,„  the  Assembly 
for  His  Maj.>'  service,  in  case  of  any  sudden  exigency ;  and  hav.  ''^^^^^'^  ^^^^.„^^_  ,,„d 

to  make  provision  for  putting  several  Forts  -'^  ^•-"-"        ^  ^  JJ^^i       ,  this  Continent, 
communicated  to  them  His  Maj'^'.  Royal  pleasure  -•>';;■  ^f;;J^;;;   I,,  .^  any  of  them. 
giving  mutual  assistance  to  each  other,  in  case  of  any  host  k  '^  J^  '  ^  ^_\  ,^^^^  ,^^,,„ 

'   ,:,  Answer  to  this  they  have  sent  me  a  Message ;  a  copy  o  h  ma  ke    N  ^^  ^^^^ 

the  liberty  of  inclosing  to  Your  Lordship  in  order  to  be  layd  before    lis  My 
tembly^s  request,  pr'ovided  your  Lor.,  shall  J^lf  ^^  ^7^^/;  :/    ^J,,,  tho'  1  am  fully 
I  likewise  take  upon  this  occasion,  the  liberty  to  "  '''^;^_^;    "^/^  J,^  j,i,,,„g,,)  ,,11  at  all 
persuaded,  that  this  Province  ( as  the  Assembly  -H>-t»ke;  ^       ,       '  Vmcu  or  money  towards 

L.S  with  .--^-^^^-f y;;:';^  ::^: ,;;:  :;:;^ :::::.,  m  case  of  aJinvasion 

the  assistance  of  any  other  of  His  Maj      i.o  onu      ,  ^^^^^  Colonies 

or  hostile  attempt;  and  can't  bat  hope,  from  the  -;■[;';;;;„",  ,,,^i,,,,i«e  disposed 
for  their  mutual  defence  against  the  common  Enemy  ^^^^^^'"^^^^  ^  ^,,,  Colony's  just 
to  do  the  same;  yet,  unless  it  shall  be  determined  by     >     M     ^^^  ^,,^.„  ^^^^^ 

,,uota  of  Men  or  Money  which  it  «"<-'l— ^ -"p^;  ';,;'  JZ  wheth  r  in  a  lime  of 
or  more  of  them  shall  be  invaded,  or  harras  d  by   he      enc    or    .d  ^  .^ 

open  declared  Warr  or  not,  and  they  shall  be  obliged  """"f;;^  "',„,,,„,,.>;  yet.  I  say. 
shall  think  most  proper)  to  conform  to  that  '^;  ^J^;^;,  ^^  J  ;  th^  the  want'of  such  a 
My  Lord,  there  seems  just  reason  to  ^PP-  ""^  ^  l^.  \^2  obstacle  to  the  carrying  into 
setlement,  aula  method  to  enforce  its  taking  f  ^^-t' ^  J*;/  ^,,,.,,.  ,„,,j,,t«  upon  this 
execution  any  general  plan  for  cementing  an  Ln.on  ^"^J^^\^^^^  ^ 
continent,  for  the  defence  of  His  Maj->'  ternlones  committed  to  tht.r 
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What  greatly  incourages  me  to  take  the  liberty  of  submitting  this  observation  toyourLordi''8 
consideration,  is,  that  it  was  thought  necessary  by  the  Government  in  King  William's  Reign  to 
settle  the  Quota  of  Men  and  Money,  which  every  one  of  the  Colonies  should  be  alloted  to  raise 
for  the  defence  of  New  York;  and  that  I  find  the  like  setlement  continued  in  Sir  Danvers 
Osborne's,  late  GoV  of  New  York's  O-S"-  and  9G"'  instructions  j  a  copy  of  which  N"  iS.  to  save 
your  LordP  trouble,  1  likewise  inclose. 

The  carrying  of  this  settlement  into  execution.  Your  Lord'"  will  be  pleased  to  observe,  stands 
solely  upon  the  King's  recommendation  of  it,  and  I  can't  learn  upon  the  best  inquiry,  I  have 
been  able  to  make  hitherto,  that  it  ever  took  ell'ect,  yet,  I  must  likewise  remark  this  fact  to 
Your  LordP;  that  since  the  time  of  making  that  settlement,  the  abilities  and  circumstances  of 
several  Colonies  are  much  altered,  so  that,  that  would  be  a  very  unequal  rule  for  settling  the 
just  proportion  of  their  Quota's  in  Men  or  money  at  this  day.  For  instance:  Your  Lord?  will 
lind  the  Quota  of  Men  allotted  to  this  Province  to  raise  for  the  assistance  of  New  York  is  350, 
and  that  allotted  to  Pennsylvania  is  SO.  Now,  such  a  proportion  between  the  two  Govern"  at 
this  time  would  be  extreamly  unequal;  the  Number  of  Inhabitants  in  Pensylvania  having  since 
King  William  the  B"""'  Reign  been  so  much  increased  by  the  great  number  of  Foreigners,  who 
have  annually  transplanted  themselves  and  their  families  thitlier,  from  the  Palatinate,  Swiss 
Cantons  and  Nortliern  Parts  of  Germany,  and  by  the  natural  increase  of  the  people,  that  some 
liave  computed  them  at  500,000  persons;  whereas  the  increase  of  the  numbers  of  Inhabitants 
in  the  Massaciiusets  Bay  within  that  time  (not  to  mention  their  having  had  but  a  very 
inconsiderable  number  of  Foreigners  transplanted  among  them)  hath  been  greatly  hindered 
by  having  many  of  their  valuable  Townships  lately  lopped  off  by  the  new  Settlement  of  the 
boundaries  between  them  and  the  Province  of  New  Ilampsiiire  in  J  737  as  also  by  the  settlement 
of  the  boundaries  between  them  and  Colony  of  Rhode  Island  in  1741;  and  the  province  hath 
been  further  reduced  by  the  great  loss,  it  sustained  of  its  inhabitants  by  sea  and  Land  in  the 
expedition  against  Cape  Breton,  and  the  preservation  of  Nova  Scotia,  both,  before  and  during 
the  whole  course  of  the  late  Warr ;  so  that  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  but  that  at  this  day  the 
Inhabitants  of  Pensylvania  tho'  they  should  be  computed  only  400000,  are  about  double 
the  number  of  those  of  this  Prov"'"'. 

The  like  remark  may  be  made  upon  the  proporti  mi  of  the  Quota  of  men  and  Money  settled 
between  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  and  this  Prov"',  which  is  about  1  to  3.,  that  Colony  being 
alloted  to  raise  1-JO  Men,  and  the  Province  350,  whereas  the  Colony,  by  means  of  the 
beforemenlioned  reduction  of  the  ancient,  reputed  limits  of  this  Province,  and  its  being 
exhausted  of  its  Inhabitants  in  the  late  expeditions,  and  Warr,  hath  since  making  the  aforesaid 
settlement  so  far  got  the  start  of  the  Province  in  the  increase  of  its  Inhabitants,  that  the  just 
proportion  at  this  day  between  them  is  (according  to  the  computation  of  good  Judges)  no 
more  than  as  2  to  3.  There  are  other  circumstances  besides  to  be  considered  in  adjusting  the 
proportion  of  the  Quota  between  the  Colony  and  the  Prov";  viz:  the  Colony  is  entirely 
covered  by  this  Province,  so  that  it  hath  no  frontier  of  its  own,  to  defend  in  time  of  war,  and 
consequently  is  at  no  expence  in  the  maintenance  of  marching  Companies,  Forts  and  garrisons 
for  that  purpose;  whereas  the  Province  hath  a  very  extensive  frontier,  which  is  constantly 
iiarras'd  by  the  Indians  and  French,  upon  every  rupture,  and  at  a  very  considerable  charge  in 
maintaining  mareliing  Companies,  Forts  and  Garrisons;  and  in  time  of  peace  tlie  Colony's 
Taxes  lor  the  sujiport  of  Ills  Maj"''  tjovern'  among  them,  is  very  trilling  in  comparison  of  that 
of  the  Province's. 
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f-,  v«nr  T  nr^p's  consideration  as  specimens  of  the  alteration  of 
I  submit  these  observations  to  Your  ^^^^^^  '7''';'"    ,ti,_  ^hjch  they  bore  to  each  other 

I  must  further  add  upon  this  head,  that  notmng  wou  progress,  which  the 

Wis  Mai'>''  subiects  and  territories  upon  tins  continent,  against  the  rapm  progro 

The  daily  iniemgente  i  ^^^^  ^j,  ^^^^   Lawrence   m 

f„    TDtri, la'tha.  o„  'he  ,«„.,«  ».ar  D»y  V=r.,  '"^.'^er  »it    .Ue,r     avu,g  p„.e^^^^^ 

ow-^rds  the  expence  of  doing  which,  and  maintaining  a  Fort  and  garrison,  ,f  it  should  be  His 

shall  be  pleased  to  allot  each  Colony  to  do  the  same. 

I  shall  carefully  observe.  His  Maj''"'  commands  not  to  make  use  of  the  armed  force,  under 

.y  direction,  excepting  within  the  undoubted  limits  of  His  ^'^r  ^^^l^;^ 

As  I  have  the  honour  to  be  acquainted  with  the  sentiments  of  the  L  ght  Hon      »''«  '_^«  «« 

Comn  i    "  for  Trade  and  Plantations  concerning  the  Isthmus  of  the  I'emnsu  a  of  Nova  ^cot.a. 

XL  French  have  erected  their  Forts,  and  the  River  of  S'  John's  in  ^  ^Jy  J  J;-''^,^ 

founded  upon  the  vouchers  and  evidences  produced  by  the  Commissary  ^'^^Jj^^rrZ 
the  negociation  at  Paris;  vi.M  that  they  are  clearly  w.th.n  the  limits  »  J^'  '  ;?;^"  J 
of  Nova  Scotia,  I  suppose  we  may  deem  them  to  be  so,  notwiths  and.ng  the  c  aim  o  the  F  rench 
in  their  memorials,  which  extend  as  far  as  the  River  Kennebeck  to  the  Westward,  and  to  the 
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City  of  Annapolis  Royal,  as  also  part  of  the  lands  lying  between  that  and  the  Sea  coast  of 
Nova  Scotia,  from  Cape  Sable  to  Cape  Canseau  to  the  Eastward. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be  wiih  the  highest  respect 
My  Lord 

Your  Lordships  most  humble 

and  most  obedient  servant 

W.  Shirley. 


(N-l) 


Sir 


[  Oorernon  ami  Oommanden  in  North  America,  ( 8.  P.  0. )  No.  «T.  ] 

Extract  of  Lieu'  Holland's  letter.  Commanding  Officer  at  Oswego  to  the  Gov  of 
New  York  dated  Nov'  8.  1753,  communicated  to  Gov'  Shirley  by  Lieut : 
Gov'  De  Lancey. 

Oswego  Nov  S""  1763. 


Since  I  last  did  myself  the  honor  of  writing  to  Your  Excellency,  has  repast  this  the  greatest 
part  of  the  French  army  that  went  up  this  summer  to  Ohio,  from  whom  deserted  two  Men,  and 
put  themselves  under  my  protection  (and  whom  I  now  send  down^  the  one  an  English  Man 
taken  at  Minas  when  cut  off,  the  other  a  French  Man,  from  whom  we  learn  that  the  French 
have  been  incapable  of  accomplishing  their  designs  on  Ohio,  by  means  of  the  Indians  but 
threaten  a  second  tryal  next  year  they  also  inform  us  that  the  army  had  been  very  sickly  and 
great  numbers  dy'd  with  the  scurvy  through  the  badness  of  their  provisions,  and  that  the  Indians 
to  the  Southward  had  not  only  bid  defiance  to  them,  but  forced  from  them  both.  Provisions  and 
Brandy  sundry  times;  they  also  inform  us  that  the  French  had  taken  from  thence,  two  English 
Prisoners,  whom  they  sent  in  Irons  to  Canada. 


(N»  2.)  Extract  from  M'  Smith's  letter  to  Gov'  Shirley  dated  Dec'  24'"  1753.  from  Cape 

Cod  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay. 

September  the  SQ"-  1752  the  Castor  or  Beaver  Comp^  of  Quebec  petition'd  the  Gov'  and 
Council  of  Canada  to  ha-e  a  Fort  erected  on  or  near  a  River  cali'd  by  tlie  French,  la  Itiviere 
Blanche  for  the  better  support  and  strength  of  their  Indian  commerce,  which  they  alleged  was 
[encroach'd  upon  by  the  English  Traders:  This  was]'  forthwith  granted  by  the  Gov'  and 
Council,  and  an  army  of  six  thousand  Men  to  be  forthwith  raised  and  ready  to  March  by  the 
1"  o(  January  176;};  which  body  was  to  consist  of  5000  militia,  GOO.  Indians  and  400 
regulars,  and  when  raised  were  thus  to  be  disposed  of:  They  were  to  be  divided  into  three 
parties,  and  to  March  ao  follows,  viz':  the  first  party  consisting  of  2000  Militia  and  300 
Indians  on  the  1"  of  January  1753  under  the  Command  of  Capf  Murray;  the  second 
party  consisting  of  the  same  number  to  be  ready  on  the  first  of  March  under  the  Command 
of  Mons'  Payconnge;  and  the  third  party  consisting  of  the  Regular  and  the  rest  of  the 
Militia  to  be  ready  to  embark  at  Quebec  on  board  of  Boats,  which  were  to  be  provided  for 

'ThB  wor.hwltl.in  bracket*  are  aadeJ  from  the  copy  of  thie  letter  ia  Nm-York  Colonial  Manmeripti,  LKW III    iu 
Pecrelarj'a  Department,  Albany.  —  Ed.  '' 
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,e.,  .,  .u  ...  .r  May  ™ae,  .-.«  0— a  ^  c=p.  .o«.^  ^^P-;,- 

declaration   of  this   grant,   measures  were   so   expe^  X  ^.^  ^^  .^  ^^^p^^ 

and  provisions  with  necessary  ^PP--"'  ^^  ^"/^'^Tby  the    beginning  of  December;   and 
Magazines  throughout  the  Country  for   that   purpose  by^^^^^^  ^^^.^  ^^^^^   ^^    ^^^ 

according  to  the  time  hmUed   ^7 /l-e  Grant    the   hrs    P^^   7  ^  embarked  at  Quebec  on 

Year's  day  1753.  the  second  party  m  ^'^f'^^^'^^^Zll  expedition-We  had  every  day 
the  1-  of  May  on  Board  100  flat  bottomed  boats  bu  It  lor  tne      p  Hospitals  at 

News,  before'l  left  Canada  of  a  great  sicU^ess  -g^  -^^^  ^  'l^^^^,  ^e^efal  have 
Montreal  and  Fort  Frontenac  were  '^"^'^^  ^  f  J^f/ Jig^j  ^^h  the  thoughts  of  so  long 
deserted  from  them,  and  privately  returned  ^^'^^'J'^j^S  f^  "^  ^^  ,,^,i„  ^d  [the]  Command 
a  March,  all  which  greatly  impairs  their  force.    This  party 

for  three  years.  ^  ^        ^  i^g^   the  Country   people   and 

When  I  left   Canada  wh.ch   was   on   the     8     «^^^"S  „f  ^heir  being  [soj 

populace  in  general  were  greatly  dissatisfied  wth^th^^^  ^^^.^.^^^  Sonnets  were  the 

UtrarilybereavMof  their  children     0  t^^^^^^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  „^^,^  ,,,,  if  ,,y 

continual  cry  of  their  streets;  for  t^;  ^^PP/f^^^^^       ^^^  Governor,  the  Lord  intendant  or 
person  sung  or  spoke  any  <^--P-^^"^  .^J^^/X":  nviction  be  forthwith  imprisoned  for  a 
Luncil,  exciting  to  ^^-;![  "  ^t;:^    e  gooTbehavLur  should  be  produc'd;  this  at  first 
year,  unless  proper  «««""^y  ^""^ .^f  '"'^'J  ^ui  two  or  three  were  taken  into  custody  a.id 
the  populace  look'd  upon  as  only  a  J^Sje^.  till  tw  ^^^  ^^^^      ^^^.^  ^^^^^^^ 

proper  security  obliged  to  be  given    ^^ "^^^J/^^^  ^f  Men  so  far  from  home,  had  an 

cry  was  that  their  Governour  by  '"^^f^^^'^^^^f  .^^'^Neighbours  the  New  England  Men.  of 
inLuion  to  deliver  the  Councry  into  tlje/  -J  ^J  ^^^^^^^^  traders  with  whom  I  have 

,  B.  The  above  .a™.  M-  s.Hh,  wa.  a.  c-^^;;^- j-;^^;::-",^.:;!:::,:;, 

,„,  .„  „„„,e  .0  Bo,..n  a.  the  i;-.-"  »  «P™«  °    »  -^     ^^'^^  ,,,,„  „,h  the  ...rac, 
I  would  not  loose  th.»  opporlun,  y  of  •""^  ''"f  „„,„„>,„icated  to  m.  by  LieoC 

of  the  Commanding  Oilier  al  Oswego  .  letter  inarfc  d  n    i  c  ^^^^^^^^^  ^^^^^^ 

OoV  DeLancey  from  New  York,  which  oonBjm.    h,.  "-„-    »  P"^     ,,  „       ,„„,  ,.  „„,„ 
.be  „n„,ber  of  militia  and  '"'''"''•  ™"''7? '''"'';"'; 3,^  Krencb  Men  and  Indim,.  in 

011%:  :;;.t:s;  ::  r.  re'r:.r::  i « f „  f^m  .eo„o  to  .„oo  a.  .,i.= 

„™ll,  and  the  latter  not  reckoned  to  exceed  ,n  the  whole  9«0. 

I  \iiaic.  K*ui- York  Colonial  Manu>eripU.—l^. 
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Governor  Dinwiddle  to  Lieutenant -QovervMr  De  Lancey. 

[Nev-Tork  Oolonltl  ManiucripK,  In  SMretarj't  Offlw,  Albanjr,  LXXTIII.  ] 


Sir, 


Williamsburg  Virg»  Jan'  29"'  1754 


The  Advances  made  by  the  French  to  deprive  his  Majesty  of  the  Interiour  part  of  America, 
makes  it  necessary  for  me  to  give  your  Honour  part  in  the  Intelligence  I  have  just  received  of 
their  Proceedings,  by  the  Return  of  a  Gentleman  whom  I  sent  to  tiie  French  Commandant  for 
that  Purpose. 

On  his  Arrival  he  found  that  the  French  had  taken  post  on  a  Branch  of  the  River  Ohio,  and 
built  a  Fort,  wherein  they  had  mounted  Eight  pieces  of  Cannon,  Six  pounders,  and  that  they 
had  in  Readiness  Materials  for  other  Forts,  which  they  declared  their  Intentions  to  erect  on 
the  River,  and  particularly  at  Logs  Town,  the  place  destined  for  their  cheif  Residence,  as  soon 
as  the  Season  would  permit  them  to  embark,  and  for  which  purpose  he  saw  Two  hundred  and 
twenty  Canoes  ready  finished,  besides  a  great  Number  more  blocked  out.  Having  delivered 
his  Credentials  and  my  Letter,  he  complained  to  the  Commanderof  the  Violence  that  had  been 
offered  to  his  Majesty's  Subjects,  in  seizing  their  Effects,  and  making  Prisoners  of  their  persons ; 
To  which  he  was  answered,  "  That  the  Country  belonged  to  them  ;  that  no  Englishman  had 
"  a  Right  to  trade  upon  those  Waters,  and  that  he  (the  Commandant)  had  Orders  to  make 
«'  every  person  prisoner  that  attempted  it  on  the  Ohio,  or  the  Waters  of  it." 

Your  Honour  will  perceive  these  to  be  their  Sen s;  ants  by  the  inclosed,  and  that  they  are 
determined  to  carry  their  Designs  into  Execution  ;  and  it  were  superfluous  to  advance  many 
Arguments  with  so  discerning  and  sagacious  a  Servant  of  our  Master,  to  prove  the  Urgency 
that  presses  every  one  of  his  Majesty's  Colonies  to  exert  themselves  on  this  Occasion,  to 
vindicate  the  Honour  and  Dignity  of  his  Crown,  aud  justify  his  undoubted  Rights,  against  the 
Invaders  of  the  British  property. 

The  Power  of  our  Enemies  is  far  from  being  contemptible,  and  it  is  as  certain  they  will  exert 
it's  utmost  Efforts,  to  procure  all  possible  Advantages  against  us.  They  have  already  engaged 
three  Indian  Nations,  the  Chippoways,  Ottoways  and  Orundacks  to  take  up  Arms  against  the 
English,  and  from  the  best  Information  Maj  :  Washington  learned,  that  the  French  had  four 
Forts  on  the  Missisippi,  besides  their  strong  Settlement  at  New  Orleans,  where  they  have 
above  Fourteen  Hundred  Men  in  Garrison;  That  by  Means  of  the  River  Ovabaseck,  they 
have  a  Communication  between  Canada  and  the  Missisippi  and  some  Forts  on  the  Oubask,  to 
cover  and  protect  this  Communication. 

Before  they  sent  their  Troops  into  Winter  Quarters  last  Fall,  they  called  the  several  Tribes 
of  Indians  near  their  Fort  together,  and  told  them,  that  altho'  the  npproaching  Season,  and  the 
State,  at  that  Time,  of  the  Waters,  made  it  necessary  to  send  the  cheif  of  their  Forces  into 
Winter  Quarters,  yet  they  might  be  assured  to  see  them  early  in  the  Spring  with  a  much 
more  considerable  Armament,  and  that  then  they  would  lake  Possession  of  the  Ohio,  and 
threatened  them  if  they  were  not  entirely  passive. 

These  Circumstances  induced  me  to  order  out  for  the  present  a  Detachment  of  the  Militia, 
and  call  together  the  Assembly,  which  I  have  ordered  to  meet  the  14""  of  next  Month,  and 
hope  they  will  enable  me  to  take  more  vigorous  Measures  in  the  Commoa  Cause,  the  Success 
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Rendezvous,  early  in  March,  and  thither  I  should  be  -^-^f  jjf  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

be  so  good  as  to  order  the  Men  '^^\y;i^;^l'^^^^^^^^^ 

C6mands.  for  mutual  Assistance,  which  I  sent  you  by  the  last  l^xp       '  J  ^ 

as  possible.     As  it  may  be  very  hurtful  to  the  serv.ee   o  ^^^f^^^^^^f";  //officer  the 

your  Honour  in  my  Sentiments,  and  that  y^^^  ^^^^^^^'l^ ^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Command  of  the  Men  from  your  Governmen  .    If  ^  ^^/^  J^^/^^;  ^Z    were  mistaken 

our  Sovereign's  just  Right  with  Success 

myself  with  the  Hope  of  your  Assistance.    The  Favour  of  an  Answe    oy 

Express  will  oblige 

Hon*  Sir  , ,    „      ^ 

Your  obed»  humble  Servt. 

Rob'  DiNWiDDiE 
New  York 

Indorsed  Gov'  Dinwiddee  29  Jan'^  1754  R  17  Feb'' 
Read  in  Council  the  18  Febry  & 
answered  the  same  day. 


L&)-(h  of  Trade  to  Lieutenant-Governor  Be  Lancey. 


[N«w-Tork  Entrie*,  0.,  p.  819.] ' 


To  James  Delancey  Esq:  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New  York. 


'}^-^:::iizi=iZt'jix:.is„-'j:z-s:;i:^ 
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upon  You  the  administration  of  the  Government  in  virtue  of  a  Commission  of  Lieut'  Gov' 
delivered  you  by  M'  Clinton  before  his  departure.  We  have  likewise  received  Your  letter  of 
the  29  of  November  acquainting  us  with  your  proceedings  in  consequence  of  Lord  Holdernesse's 
letter  to  you  dated  the  2S  of  August  last. 

The  conciliating  the  unhappy  differences  which  have  so  long  subsisted  among  the  different 
Branches  of  the  Legislature,  restoring  the  authority  of  the  Crown  which  has  been  greatly 
affected  by  them,  reforming  the  abuses  which  have  been  introduced  into  the  management  of 
Indian  Affairs  and  the  establishing  a  firm  Peace  and  Friendship  with  them  are  points  of  very 
serious  consideration  and  we  hope  proper  attention  will  be  given  to  them;  The  previous 
measure  of  sending  up  Col :  Johnson  to  the  Six  Nations  to  obviate  the  mischiefs  which  might 
have  attended  the  disgust  given  to  the  Mohawks  and  to  prepare  them  for  a  general  meeting 
was  right  and  proper  and  we  think  it  Our  duly  to  recommend  to  you  in  the  most  earnest 
manner  to  hold  the  intended  interview  as  early  as  possible  and  strictly  to  follow  the  directions 
contain'd  in  our  letter  to  Sir  Danvers  Osborn  upon  that  Subject. 

Inclosed  we  send  you  a  Copy  of  the  invoice  of  the  presents  directed  by  his  Majesty  to  be 
given  to  the  Indians  which  we  are  glad  to  find  from  the  Agent  employed  by  Sir  Danvers 
Osborn  in  this  service  are  arrived  except  some  Guns  which  could  not  he  got  ready  in  time  but 
wnich  are  now  made  and  which  we  have  assurance  from  the  Board  of  Ordnance  will  be  sent 
by  the  first  Ships 

We  very  much  approve  the  regard  you  have  shewn  to  His  Majesty's  Commands  signified  to 
you  by  Lord  Holderuesse  and  it  is  with  the  greatest  Sitisfaction  that  we  read  the  account  you 
sent  us  of  the  reception  they  met  with  from  the  Assembly,  and  the  resolutions  they  came  to 
upon  them,  We  entirely  agree  with  you  in  opinion  as  to  the  consequence  which  must 
inevitably  attend  the  proceedings  of  the  French  and  their  settling  upon  the  Oliio  and  had 
hopes  from  the  intelligence  contained  in  your  letter  and  from  an  account  transmitted  to  us  by 
M'  Pownall  that  they  had  abandoned  their  design  but  it  appears  by  letters  which  we  have 
since  received  from  the  Lieut*  Governor  of  Virginia  that  they  have  built  and  garrisoned  one 
fort  upon  the  Ohio  and  intend  to  build  two  or  three  more.  We  need  not  suggest  to  you  how 
much  it  is  the  interest  all  the  Colonies  to  prevent  such  encroachments  Your  own  letter  and 
the  resolutions  of  the  Assembly  are  a  sufficient  testimony  that  the  people  of  New  York  are 
throughly  convinced  of  the  truth  of  it  and  that  they  will  not  be  wanting  to  join  with  the  rest 
of  the  Colonies  in  whatever  may  be  proposed  for  the  general  security  of  the  whore.  So  v.e 
bid  you  heartily  farewell,  and  are 

Your  very  loving  friends 

and  humble  Servants. 

Dunk  Halifax 

Wf'itehall  J.  Grenvillb 

Feb:  26*  1764.  James  Oswald 
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Lffrda  of  Trade  to  Thmas  PownaU,  Esq- 


[N»w.Tork  Kntrlet,  0.,  p.  SM-l 


To  Thomas  Pownall  Esq : 


We   are   firmly   persuaded   that  the   expectations  which   the   people 

we   are   nrmiy    v  n.nvprs  Oshorn's  administration  were  well  founded  ana 

We  had  hopes  from  the  intelligence  contained  in  L»  ftnucKuu  g     y  y  j        aHoears 

Fort  altho>art  of  the  Armament  which  supported  them  m  U  may  have  returned. 

We  are 

Sir 

'  Your  most  Ob*  Servants 

Dunk  Halifax 
J.  Pitt 

J  A.    G  RENVILLE 

Whitehall  j^.  Oswald. 

Feb :  26.  1764. 


Secretary  Fownall  to  Lieutenantr  Governor  De  Lancey. 

[  New-Tork  EntrlM,  O.  p.,  82«.  ] 

To  James  De  Lancey  Esq:  Lieuf  Governor  of  New  York. 

^\  am  directed  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations  to  -f^-^^^'^^l^ '"^l 
JZ  receded  Z  Box  of  Puh.icK  Papers  (mentioned  in  yoiK ;-er  to  ^e  ^  t^^^^^^  ^)^ 
and  alHO  your  letters  to  them  of  the  24  of  December  -^  ^  ^  -Ian '  »  ^  ^^  points  therein 
tbey  will  take  the  first  opportunity  of  writing  fully  to  ^^To^  llrZLiL^^X\^^-'^iSon 
contained  their  Lordships  however  cannot  omit  this  opportu  ty  "^  -P-  /;^^^  ^^^  ^^^„  ■ 
that  an  early  and  general  meeting  with  the  Indian.  -,as  b    n  ^"^  X  ««'^  ^„,  ,„ 

their  friendship  at  the  present  juncture  is  o    ^^^    '^P^;;  ^^    "/JrvJ^k  and  the  other 
much  [for]  the  General  Interest  and  advantage  of  the  P^";'"^«  °'  ^  ^  ^^,,„  to 

NeighLring  Provinces  and  by  their  Lordships  directions     '^"r;   ^^^^  ordered 

the  administrators  of  S'  Danvers  Osborn  directing  them  to  deliver  to  you        go 
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by  His  Majesty  to  be  given  as  presents  to  the  Indians  and  which  you  inrorm  their  Lordships 
are  now  in  their  hands. 

I  have  also  their  Lordships  directions  to  acquaint  you  that  they  apprehend  you  are  right 
in  your  opinion  that  you  may  give  your  assent  to  a  distinct  Act  for  making  provision  for 
additional  presents  to  the  Indians  and  for  defraying  the  other  incidental  expences  it  appearing 
to  be  a  contingent  and  temporary  service  separate  and  distinct  from  the  other  Service 
of  Government. 

Permit  me  to  close  this  letter  tho'  of  a  publick  nature  with  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  repeated 
civility's  and  kindness  which  my  brother  acquaints  me  he  has  received  from  you  and  which 
have  been  a  great  alleviation  of  his  afflictions  and  misfortune  in  the  loss  of  his  friend  S' 
Danvers  Osborn.     I  am  with  great  truth  and  esteem 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  & 

Whitehall  most  humble  Servant 

March  7,  1754.  John  Pownall 


ml 


Itq>resentaUon  of  th$  Loi'ds  of  Trade  to  the  King. 

[New-Tork  Entrin,  0.,  p.  833.  ] 

To  the  Kings  most  Excellent  Majesty 

May  it  please  your  Majesty, 

James  De  Lancey  Esq :  Lieut'  Governor  of  your  Majesty's  Province  of  New  York  having 
transmitted  to  us  an  humble  address  of  the  General  Assembly  of  that  Province  to  your  Majesty 
relative  to  the  39  Article  of  your  Miij'J"  instructions  to  the  late  Governor  we  humbly  beg  leave 
to  lay  the  said  address  before  Your  Mnjesty 

The  Assembly  in  this  address  assert,  that  the  imputations  contain'd  in  the  said  Article  of 
your  Majesty's  Instructions  are  groundless  and  have  been  most  falsely  and  maliciously 
represented  to  your  Majesty  and  as  this  Instruction  was  founded  upon  our  representation  upon 
the  State  of  the  Province  dated  the  2  of  April  1751  We  think  it  our  duty  in  justification  of 
ourselves  and  for  the  support  of  your  Majesty's  honor  and  dignity  to  observe  to  your  Majesty 
that  the  several  (acts  therein  contained  and  which  are  recited  in  the  Instruction  are  verified  in 
the  clearest  and  strongest  manner  by  a  variety  of  incontestable  evidence;  It  appears  from  the 
Journals  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  that  during  the  greatest  part  of  M' 
Clintons  Administration  factious  animosity's  and  disagreements  did  subsist  between  the 
different  branches  of  the  Legislature  and  that  the  publick  peace  and  tranquility  of  the  Province 
was  greatly  disturbed  It  appears  from  the  Acts  of  the  Assembly  particularly  by  those  for 
raising  money  for  publick  Service  which  are  all  of  them  of  a  temporary  nature  and  to  which 
your  Majesty's  Governor  was  necessitated  from  the  exigency  of  the  service  in  time  of  war,  to 
give  his  assent  that  the  Assembly  have  taken  to  themselves  not  only  the  management  and 
disposal  of  such  publick  money  but  have  also  wrested  from  your  Majesty's  Governor  the 
nomination  of  all  oflices  of  Government  the  custody  and  direction  of  the  publick  military  stores 
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,.e  ™u..ertng  ™.  air«u»n  of  .oops  .i«a  fo,  y-;*2j::t:h:t:::n:^^ 

e.ery  other  execuUve  par.  of  «»7[7«"';„:;"':*    ".I  ^    —  »»  •"^""«'  ""  '"'" 
of  your  M„je«y'.ju8l  and  undoaUod  «"'l'»"y  °™*!    "„i„,  endangered    A.  Iherefore  every 

rr.;:r:tzt:rr\5zt3.:y^^ 

Dunk  Halifax. 

J.  Grenville. 

James  Oswald 
Whitehall  Andrew  Stone. 

April  4.  1754. 


2)r.  Colhmn  to  Lieutenant- Governor  De  Lancet/. 

[Ne..T«rk  ColonW  Manu^npl.  In  the  Secrel.r,'.  Office,  Alb.n,,  LXXVUI.] 


'■'Lst  night  the  following  Deserters  from  Niagara  ca^e  here,  by  way  of  Oswego  say  they 

were  one  night,  and  till  "-" ,7^;;,^;j;^,f;l'^^^^^^^^^^^  ^o,  the  trouble  of  this.  &  have  desired 
1  thought  it  may  be  agreeable  to  y^^'/'^-^'^^^^''^^/^  ^^  ^ring  them  before  you.  say  they 
Isaac  Swits  immediately  upon  h.s  arrival  «^  ^^  «^^'/^"  '' j'^  %  j,,„  Baptiste  de  Cortois 
all  natives  of  France.  Antoine  Fran.o.s  L'Ouaque  -  '^TwJ^  from  Niagara.  L'Ouaque 
were  with  Marrain.  at  the  building  of  the  ^^ -"  ^;^^^^^;X  of  U-^  '"""'^y'  '^  "^'^ 
seems  to  be  the  most  intelligent  ot  them.  1  f  "^'/^  ""  ^^^^e  ne.k  of  a  Peninsula  on  the 
marked  with  a  PenciU  the  form  of  the  largest  fort  ^^^^ ^^J^J^^^^  ,,,  ,,  n.  York  anno 
South  side  of  Lac  Erie  40  Leagues  from  Niag  ra    J^^  ^^P""''"'^;^;,,,  j,  c„euf  7  leagues 

,.49.  Cmandant :  also  the  ^^  ^^^^^  J^'  ^  ^^  T  hlr:  ^oZ,  3  of  Six  .  0  of  two 
South  from  the  lormer,  where  Marram  died,  say  ^"'^y  t,.^  ^ake  very 

&  ,our  pounders.     No  guns  in  ^^e  othe^  Fort^^ree  l^gu     of  the  Road^^^  ^^  ^^^^^^^  ^  ^^^^, 

good,  the  other  part  very  Swampy.     L  Gardeur  ^^J[  ^^„  ,„  ^nsigne  at  Niagara 

L,ntreca.ur  from  Niagara  is  their  P^"^^^-;;:  ^'^.^^^^^  Men  Savages  inchui.l. 

with  only  15  men  when  they  deserted.     They  were  at  tirs  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^ 

when  L'Ouaqu6  and  de  Cortois  were  detached  to  Niagara  in 
Dead,  and  unfitt  for  Duty.  f,„^  PnnifU  to  reinforce  their  settlement, 

jrjL"^c";rpr.roir=r.r?;:r^^^^^^^ 

the  Stones  are  already  dug  and  squared.  ,,g  ^^^d  of  Conecticut 

Tt'«  ,iid  here  that  the  French  have  lately  finished  a  Fort  at  Uoas,  near  t 
River,  alout  80  or  90  miles  above  Fort  Dummer.     1  am  with  the  greatest  respect, 

^'"^  Your  most  obedent  humble  Servt. 

Alex'  Colhoun. 


^ 


^^' 
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Deserters  Names. 

Charles  le  Chevalier  de  L'Axaque        1 
dit       S«  Marie  au  Cote  d  Espagne.  ) 
Jean  Baptiste  Glraud,  Provencal 
Jean  Baptiste  de  Cortois,  Franch-Comt6 
Antoine  Francois  L'Ouaqud.  Parisien. 
Louis  Sabion,  il  a  rest^  a  Corlac,  chez  iJorison  Perruqui(3r 
Albany  Aprile  12.  1754. 
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Lieutenant -Oovetmor  De  Lancey  to  the  Lords  of  Tirade. 

[  New. York  Papen,  Bandle  Kk.,  No.  1.  ] 

New  York.  22'»  April.  1754. 
My  Lords. 

I  had  the  honour  of  your  I.ordPi"  letter  of  the  26""  of  Febr''  last,  on  the  IS""  inst:  I  shall 
endeavour  to  give  due  attention  to  the  matters  your  LordPP'  recommend,  and  shall  stricktly 
follow  the  directions  containeJ  in  your  letter  to  Sir  Danvers  Osbom.V 

The  arguments  I  have  used  to  the  Neighbouring  Govern",  to  induce  them  to  send 
Commissioners  to  the  Albany  Treaty,  are,  that  as  his  Majesty  had  been  graciously  pleased  to 
order  the  Indians  a  present  and  had  directed  the  several  Govern"  to  send  Commiss"  to  this 
Interview,  the  Indians  seeing  them  there,  and  being  told  they  are  all  met  by  order  of  the  great 
King  their  Father  on  the  other  side  of  the  Big  Lake,  and  that  they  are  to  act  in  concert  for 
the  mutual  advantage  of  them  and  us ;  may  be  emboldened  to  act  with  vigour  in  the  British 
Interest  against  the  French.  That  Your  Lord^P'  intention  was  that  a  Treaty  be  made  in  His 
Majesty's  name,  between  the  Indians  and  all  the  Provinces;  and  that  1  proposed  at  this 
interview  to  unite,  as  far  as  possible,  all  the  Indians  in  alliance  with  us  into  a  firm  and  lasting 
peace  with  each  other;  and  to  this  purpose  to  lay  before  them  the  folly  in  waging  war  with 
those  who  are  children  of  the  same  Father  the  King,  and  are  all  Brethren  to  the  English ;  to 
represent  to  them  the  artifice  of  the  French  who  perswade  them  into  so  absurd  a  practice, 
to  alarm  them  at  the  French  building  Forts  on  the  Lands  conquered  by  and  belonging  to  them 
on  the  Lake  Erie  and  the  River  Ohio,  thereby  excluding  them  from  a  free  and  open 
communication  with  the  Far  Indians  and  those  in  tilliance  with  us;  and  lastly,  principally  to 
concert  measures  among  the  Commiss"  at  this  Interview,  for  building  Forts  in  such  part  of  the 
Indian  Country  for  their  protection,  as  may  encourage  them  (by  seeing  their  wives  and 
children  will  be  secured  and  retreat  afforded  themselves)  to  declare  openly  and  cordially  for  us. 

If  something  of  this  kind  be  done,  some  reasonable  and  equal  plan  concerted  of  expence 
and  operations;  I  am  perswaded  the  Indians  might  be  brought  wholly  back  into  our  interest,  and 
to  join  us  readily  in  dislodging  the  French  from  our  side  of  the  Lakes;  till  some  such  measures 

'  Sir  Danvers  Ohborxk,  of  Chicksnnds,  Bedfordshire,  Barf.,  married  in  September,  1740,  Lady  Anne  Mortagu,  daughter 
of  the  Eiirl  of  Ilalifitx,  and  sister  of  Lord  Halifax,  at  this  time  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  fxccBsive  grief  for  the  loss 
of  Lady  Osborne  was,  says  Smith,  the  cause  of  his  melancholy  death.  — Ed, 
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be  taken  I  cannot  linve  great  dependence  on  their  acting  with  vigour;  we  must  sliow  them  the 
way,  and  show  tliem  too  that  there  will  he  safety  in  adhering  wholly  to  the  British  Interest. 

The  intelligence  I  sent  Your  Lord-P'  from  the  Officer  at  Oswego,  was  given  by  Stephen  CoBen. 
the  same  Man  whom  Coll:  Johnson  found  working  in  the  Mohawks  Country,  whose  deposition 
he  took;  a  copy  of  which  I  now  inclose.  Whether  his  fears  of  the  French  while  at  Oswego, 
made  him  conceal  the  truth,  or  whether  the  Officer  at  Oswego  was  negligent  in  his  Examination, 
1  know  not ;  but  the  truth  of  his  deposition  is  fully  confirmed  by  intelligence  we  have  received 
several  ways;  it  was  brought  and  delivered  to  me  by  Coll :  Johnson  the  1S">  of  Febr^'  last;  I 
took  care  to  have  copies  immediately  sent  to  the  Gov"  of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland  &  Virginia. 
The  inclosed  intelligence  from  the  Officer  at  Oswego  I  yesterday  dispatched  by  express  to  the 

same  Governors.  ^.    ,.  ..        ,       •        * 

I  have  received  the  copy  of  the  Invoice  of  the  presents  directed  by  His  Maj«^  to  be  given  to 
the  Indians,  and  I  have  an  account  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Ordnance  that  the 
remaining  Guns  are  sent  which  are  arrived. 

On  the  l?'"  instant  I  sent  an  extract  of  that  part  of  Your  LordPP-  letter,  which  relates  to  the 
Resolution  of  the  Assembly  of  the  13'-  of  November  last,  on  the  Earl  of  Holderness's  letter 
to  them.  1  had  before  at  the  opening  of  the  Sessions,  communicated  my  Lord  Holderness  a 
letter  of  the  IS'"  of  J.-.nuary  last,  wherein  his  Lord?  signifies,  that  His  Maj'»'  had  been  Graciously 
pleased  to  approve  of  that  Resolution,  which  I  in  my  speech  had  urged  as  a  motive  to  induce 
them  to  exert  their  greatest  efforts,  to  vindicate  the  honour  of  the  Crown,  and  justify  His  Maj'»' 
undoubted  rights  against  the  Invader-,  of  his  property.  I  accompanied  the  Extract  of  your 
I  ordPP*  letter  witii  the  intelligence  from  the  Officer  at  Oswego,  and  a  Message  to  the  house, 
signifying  that  they  would  perceive  by  the  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Holdernesse,  which  was 
already  hefore  them,  and  the  extract  from  Your  LordPP'  letter,  that  their  Resolution  had  raised 
a  iust  expectation  in  his  Majesty  and  his  Ministers,  that  they  would  Act  in  a  manner  suitable 
to  that  resolution;  and  theretbre  earnestly  recommending  to  them,  now  the  French  were  in 
Motion,  and  with  an  apparent  intention  to  invade  one  of  His  Maj-^'  Colonies,  that  they  would 
exert  themselves  on  this  occasion,  and  enable  me  to  give  such  assistance  to  the  Colony  of 
Virginia  as  the  present  exigency  demanded. 

They  have  voted  only  1000  pounds  foi  provisions  for  the  two  Independent  companies,  which 
his  Mni'y  has  ordered  into  Virginia  from  hence;  the  reasons  they  urge  for  not  going  higher 
(in  their  address  to  me)  are,  a  great  debt  from  the  expence  of  the  late  War;  the  necessity  of 
repairing  the  Fortifications  and  out  Garrisons;  the  expence  of  a  double  garrison  at  Oswego, 
and  the'l.uikling  Forts  in  the  Indian  Country  and  on  our  Northern  frontiers ;  and  as  they  have 
come  to  a  resolution  to  bear  an  equal  proportion  of  the  charge  of  building  those  Forts,  I 
have  sent  copies  of  it  to  the  Governours  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey, 
Co..necticut,  Rhode  Island,  Massachusets  Bay  and  New  Hampshire,  that  they  may  use  their 
endeavours  to  bring  their  Assemblies  to  join  in  this  Expence;  all  which  will  require  a 
large  sum  of  money,  and  renders  them  unable  to  afford  that  assistance  they  would  otherwise 

willingly  give. 

They  have  also  voted  t-or  the  additional  Men  to  strengthen  the  Garrison  at  Oswego  456 
pounds-this  is  an  annual  expence.  For  presents  to  the  Indians.  800  pounds,  my  expenses  to 
Alhany  150  pounds,  annual  Commiss"  for  Indian  Affiiirs  170  pounds,  Indian  Interpreter  50 
pounds.  Officer  at  Oswego  25  pounds-this  last,  is  for  trifles  to  be  given  the  Indians  when 
they  visit  the  Officer  at  Oswego,  which  have  often  a  better  effect  than  larger  at  other  times. 
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Deposition  of  SU-phcn  Coffen. 

[  New-Tork  Papers.  Bundle  Kk.,  No.  4.  ] 

^^y^ZTr^TJul  "="  ""fl'  '".'^  ^"""'  •^^P"^^^"  -'^  -''"•  ^'^•^^  '-  --  t^ken  prisoner 

0  the  I  own  of  Quebec  good  .Navigation,  being  15  fatl,om  all  the  way.     The  Deponent  sTv, 

here  .s  no  possibility  of  going  up  said  River  without  the  Tide  serve!,  or  ■     tro.rS  E    J 

Q^eLZT'^  ''     "•  '^"^  """  "^'"''°"'^''  ^^'""•'«-     ^"  September  1752  the  D 'p  n"  was  in 

w  f  e "t  Tav      r      J      ;""  7';""'^''  ""^  """''  °''  "'"^  '— '^-^'^^'y  ordered  him  to  Goal, 
M.rch    o  Belli   n    !^'""'"\'   "'  ">«  twne  of  his  Reieasement  the  French  were  preparing  for  a 

Ge.ela  ILer  !'".■"  '^""'  "'""  '"  °^'^"^'  '"'^  «'^^^''^«'  ^»' ^^^  -l^^^^^d  by  the  Gov' 

to  view        ,  r  '      ,  "r  '""^  ^'^"''•*'*'  «^"'"S  «"'  ^"^  ^^^""t'--'*'  "!'»"'  the  3-  of  January  1753 
to  v^  w  and  forward  the  Forces,  the  Deponent  applyed   to   Major  Ramsay,   for   I  berty  to 

a  re!     to  it'  Zf  Vr.'  "'°  ""   """   ''  "°"'^'  '^'^^  ^"«    Lieutenant' De  Ruo;   I 
hree    .      i     7.     ^  ^'^  '''  ^"'  ^'^"'''P''*^  "^  ^  ^'^'^'^"^  '"^^  ««"t  ^ith  a  Detach.n  nt  of 

'.nmed.ately  with  sa.d  Command,  by  Land   and   Ice,  for   Lake   Erie;    the;  in   the      way 
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8tODt  a  couple  of  days  to  refresh  themselves  at  Cadavaghqui  Fort;  also  at  Taranto  on  the 
No  i/sideof  La.e  Ontario,   then  at  Niagara  Fort  15  days;  fro.  thence  -t  o       y  Wa- 
being  April,  and  arrived  a',  Chadakoin^  on  Lake  Erie,  where  Ihey  were  ordered  to  fell  Timber. 
rp^r:!e  it  for  budding  a  Fort  there,  according  to  Gov"  ^^-^^-f>-^^^l^X::'Z 
coming  up  with  500  Men  and  20  Indians,  pit  a  stop  to  the  erect.ng  of  a  Fort  ^:  ^h^*  Pl^c^'^y 
reTson  of  his  noc  liking  the  situation,  aad  the  River  of  Chadakoins  being  too  shallow  to  carry 
any  1ft  wth  provisions  ettc.  to  Belle  Rivier.     The  Deponent  says,  there   .rose   a  w a  m 
debae  bet  veen  Mess"  Babeer  and  Morang  thereon,  the  First  insisting  on  building  a  Fort 
Jhere.  agtab  e  to  his    Inslructions,  otherwise  on    Morang's   giving    »^™   «"    '-"ent  in 
writL  to  satisfy  the  Gov'  in  that  point,  which  Morang  did,  and  then  ordered  Mons  Mercie, 
r  :v'asVo.h.  Jommiss..v  and  Engeneer  to  go  along  said  Lake,  and  'oo^f"- good  ^.^^^^^^^^^^ 
which  he  found,  and  returned  in  three  days,  it  being  15  Leagues  to  the  o.  W' °  ^hada^^^^^^ 
thev  were  then  all  ordered  to  repair  thithe.- ;  when  t^.ey  arrived,  there  were  about  20  Indians 
fishLI i    the  L.Ke.  who  immedLtely  quit  it  on  seeing  the  French  ;  they  fe  1  to  -k  and    u 
a  square  Fort,  of  Chesnut  !.oggs  squared,  and  lapt  over  each  other  to  the  height  of  lo  foot      t 
islo  .t  120  feet  square,  a  Loghouse  in  each  square,  a  Gate  co  the  Southward  and  anotl 
he  N.  ward    not  one  port  hole  cut  in  any  part  of  it;  when  hnished  they  called  -t  For    la 
Bdske  >sle.     The  Indians  who  cume  from  Canad.  with  them,  returned     ery  much  out  of 
?emper:  owing  as  .t  was  said  among  the  Army  n.  Morang's  dogged  benav.our  and  ill  u.age 
ofTem  b...  tliey  the  Indians  said  at  Oswego,  it  was  owing  to  the  Frenches  misleading  o 
them   b;  telling  Uiem  falsehoods,  which  they  said  they  had  now  found  out,  and  left  them.     As 
ooTa    the  Foft  was  finished,  they  march.d  Southward  cutting  a  Waggon  Road  through  a  fine 
level  Country,  twenty  one  Miles  to  the  River  of  B..ff.  (leaving  Capt"  Deponteney'  w-th  a 
hurdred  Men   o  garrison  the  Fort  la  Briske  Isle)  they  fell  to  work  cutting  timber  boards     tc 
fori    he    F.n,  while  Mons'  Mc.ng  ordered  Mons'  Bite  with  50  Men  to  go  to  a  pla.  e  cal^d 
by  the  Indina^Canngarah'l>are,  on  the  B.nks  of  Belle  Riviere,  where  the   ^'ver  O  B^ff 
emls   nto  i^i  the  me.n  time  Morang  had  gof^  large  Boats  or  Battoes  made  to  carry  down 
the  Baggage  and  provisions  ettc  to  said  place;  Mons'  Bite  on  coming  to  said  hid.an  place,  was 
ask^d  wt  t  h,  w'anted  or  intended;  he  upon   answering,  it  was  their  Father  the  Gov    of 
Canada's  intention  to  Bui!d  a  Trading  house  for  their,  and  all  their      .etliren's  -->-"  X ' 
was  told  by  the  Indians  that  the  Lands  were  theirs,  and  they  would  not  have  them  bu.  d 
rpcn  it;  the  said  M'  Bite  returning,  met  two  Engl.sh.ien  Traders,  with  the.r  Horses  .nd  goods, 
when    hey  bound  &  brought  prisoners  to  Morang.  who  ordered  th.ni  to  Cana  a  in    rons; 
The     id  BHe  reported  to  Morang,  the  situation  was  good,  hut  the  wate[r]  in  the  ^^^^^OU^ 
too  low  at  tha    time  to  ca.ry  down  any  Craft  with  provisions  ettc.  a  few  days  alter,  the 
Deponl^   4s  tLt  about  [o'e]  hundred  Indians  called  by  the  French  Loo's,  came  to  the  Fort 
lIrIv    re  O  M,  to  see  what  the  French  were  a  doing,  that  Mon-  Morang  treateu  them  v.iy 
kin     "a  d  Chen  a;ked  th.m  to  carry  down  some  s.ores  ett...  to  the  Belle  Riviere  or  horseb.c 
fo    papnent,  which  he  immediately  advanced  them  on  their  undertaking  to  do  it;  they  se      f 
wHh    ull  lo^ds,  but  never  delivered  them  to  the  French,  whi-h  incensed  them  very  mu  h 
Te  ngnot  only  a  loss,  hut  a  great  disappointment.     Morang  a  Man  of  very  peevish  .hoU^.k 
di  position,  meetin,  with  those  ana  other  crosses,  and  finding  the  season  of  the  year   oo  la 
a  van    do  build  the  Third  fort,  called  all  his  oilicers  together,  and  told  them,  that  as  he    ad 
Tngaged.  av.l  firmly  promised  the  (;ov' to  finish  the  three  Forts  that  season,  and  not  be.ng 

.  Now,  rorlland.  Ch.nt.m,,-'  C  .  N.  v.      •  D.rpontinov.  y«,  •  York  Coloniai  MonuHripl..  lOCXVr.'.       '  90.  Ibid.  -  Ed. 
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able  to  fulfil  the  same,  was  both,  affraid  and  ashamed  to  return  to  Canada,  being  sensible,  he 
had  now  forfeited  the  Governour's  favour  for  ever;  wherefore,  rather  than  live  in  disgrace,  he 
begg..^  they  would  take  him  (as  he  then  sat  in  a  carriage  made  for  him.  being  very  sick  some 
tune)  and  seat  h.m  in  the  middle  of  the  Fort,  and  then  set  fire  to  it.  and  let  hfm  perish  in  the 
flames;  which  was  rejected  by  the  Officers,  who,  the  Deponent  says,  had  not  the  least  regard 

l^T-  Z!  K  )  T.  T^  '"  *°  '^^"^  ""  '"  general.  The  Deponent  further  saith.  that 
about  e,ght  days  before  he  left  the  Fort  La  Briske  Isle,  Chev:  Le  Crake  arrived  express  from 

l^t'  r  '  TT-  '""^'^  ^y  ^"  *"'"'  ^''^  °'^'''  (««  '^^  ^«P°"«"t  afterwards  heard) 

IZ  ?\  M  r"'  X."" '°  '"'■'"^ ''  '""•^^  =*"  '^^  preparation  possible  again  the  spring  of  the 
year,  to  budd  hen  two  Forts  at  Chadakoin,  one  of  them  by  Lake  Erie,  the  other  at  the  end  of 
t  e  ^rrymg  place  at  Lake  Chadakoin;  which  carrying  place  is  15  miles  from  one  Lake  to  the 
other,  the  said  Chevalier  brought  for  Mon-  Morang,  a  cross  of  S'  Louis,  which  the  rest  of  the 
Officers  would  not  allow  him  to  take  until  the  Gov'  was  acquainted  of  his  conduct  and 
?he  FTrr/.  r'  k  TT^  immediately  to  Canada,  after  which  the  Deponent  saith,  when 

the  Fort  la  R mere  O  Bc«ff  was  finished  (which  is  built  of  wood  stokadoed  Triangulnrwise. 
and  has  two  Logg  Houses  m  the  inside)  Mons'  Morang  ordered  all  the  party  to  return  to 
Canada,  for  the  wmter  season,  except  three  hundred  men,  which  he  kept  to  Garrison  Both 

Coeur  an  Officer  ana  Interpreter,  to  stay  the  Winter  among  the  Indians  at  Ohio,  in  order  to 
prevail  wub  them,  not  only  to  allow  f.e  building  Forts  on  their  Lands,  but  also  persuade  them 
It  possible,  to  join  the  French  interest  against  the  English.     The  Deponent  further  saith.  that 
on  the  28'  of  October  last,  he  sett  off  for  Canada  under  the  command  of  Capf  Deman,  who 
had  the  command  of  22  Battoes,  with  20  Men  in  each  Battoe  ;  the  remainder  being  760  Men 
fo  lowed  in  a  few  days,  the  30'-  arrived  at  Chadakoin.  where  they  staid  four  days,  during 
which  time  Mons'  Peon  with  200  Men.  cut  a  Waggon  Road  over  the  carrying  place  from  Lake 
*.ne  to  Lake  Chadakoin,'  being  15  Miles,  viewed  the  situation  which  proved  to  their  liking  so 
sett  off  Nov  3^  for  Niaga.e.  where  we  arrived  the  G'^  it  is  a  very  poor  rotten  old  wooden 
fort,  with  25  Men  in  it,  they  tnlked  of  rebuilding  it  next  summer.     We  left  50  Men  here  to 
bu:.a  Battoes  for  the  army  again  the  spring,  also  a  Store  House  for  provisions  Stores  ettc  and 
stn.d  here  two  day,,  then  sett  ofTfor  Canada;  all  hands  being  fatigued  with  Rowing  all  night 
orc.red  to  put  ashore  to  breakfast  within  a  mile  of  Oswego  Garrison,  at  which  time   the 
Depou?nt  saith,  that  he  with  a  Frenchman  slip't  off,  and  got  to  the  Fort,  where  they  both  were 
concea,.3d,  until  the  Army  passed ;  from  thence  he  came  here.     The  Depon'  further  saiiii,  that 
t^esides  the  300  Men  with  which  he  went  up  first,  under  the  Command  of  Mons'  Babeer  & 
the  500  Men  Morang  brought  up  afterwards,  there  came  at  different  times  with  stores  cttc 
700  more,  which  made  in  nil  1600  men ;  three  hundred  of  which  remained  to  garrison  the  two 
forts,  oO  at  Niagara,  the  rest  all  returned  to  Canada,  and  talked  of  going  up  again  this  winter 
80    as  to  be  there  the  beginning  of  April;  they  had  two  fi-pounders,  and  7.  fourpounders,' 
which  they  intended  to  liave  planted  in  the  Fort  at  Ganagarah'hare,  which  was  to  have  been 
called  the  Gov"  Fort,  but  as  that  was  not  built,  they  left  the  Guns  in  the  Fort  La  Riviere  O 
Boefi,  whpre  Morang  commands.     Further  the  Deponent  saith  not 


iSworn  before  me  ihig 
10""  day  of  January  1754. 

W"  Johnson 


hti 
Stephen  +  Coffen 

mark 


'  now,  Lkk«  Cbautauqu(>.  —Ed. 
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Li6utenant-Gover7ior  De  Lancey  to  the  Lwda  of  Trade. 

[  New-Tork  P«per»,  Bundle  Kk.,  No.  T.  ] 

New  York,  21  May  1754. 

^'L^myltter  of  the  22.  of  April.  I  acquainted  your  LordPP-  with  the  sums  of  n.oney  the 
Assembly  had  voted,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer,  inclosing  a  copy  of  it. 

InTl^  BU  they  sent  up  to  the  Council  for  issuing  the  money,  several  of  the  allowances  were 
made  ^ya  le  on  Receipts,  and  not  by  Warrant;  among  the  rest  that  of  1000  pounds  for 
subsisting  the  two  Companies,  ordered  to  Virginia,  with  provisions  for  six  Months,  and  the 
Council  being  of  opinion,  that  this  method  of  issuing  the  puhlick  money,  was  repugnan  to  Hi 
Ma?  ••  Commission  and  Instructions,  rejected  the  Bill,  and  advised  me  to  prorogue  the  Genera 
A  embly,  til  the  next  day,  and  to  recommend  the  providing  for  the  services  in  a  manner  not 
Ha  e  to  objection,  which  \  accordingly  did.  I  shall  not  trouble  your  LordP.  with  a  particular 
deta  .  of  the  proceedings,  as  I  accompany  this  with  the  votes,  but  shall  only  say,  tha  after  a  1 
niy  endeavours,  I  could  not  prevail  on  them  to  give  one  farthing  for  this  service  or  to  enable 
me  to  raise  Men  for  the  Assistance  of  Virginia. 

The  extreme  obstinacy  of  the  Assembly  in  this  instance,  will  point  out  to  your  Lord  p- 
the  danger  there  is  of  the  disappointment  of  any  service,  however  urgent  it  may  be,  as  the 
Assembly  on  one  hand  will  no.  recede,  and  the  Council  on  the  other  think  themselves  not 
at  ib"  ty  to  give  in  to  the  Assembly's  method,  unless  they  depart  from  the  Royal  Instructions 
Fo  my  own  part,  as  1  look  upon  this  service,  to  be  distinct  from  the  annual  and  constant 
charge!  of  Govern'.  I  should  have  made  no  difficulty  in  parsing  the  Bill  rat  er  than  sufier  a 
ervice  of  this  nature  to  drop ;  relying  on  this ;  that  the  necessity  I  was  thus  laid  under  would 
appear  to  your  LordPP'  a  sufficient  excuse,  and  I  beg  your  LordPP-  sentiments  for  my  guide  upon 

'"naTe'irreceived  an  express  from  Gov'  Hamilton  of  Pennsylvania,  with  intelligence  that  the 
French  had  drove  our  people  from  a  small  Fort  on  the  Ohio,  and  obliged  them  to  retreat  to 
,.e  Inhabitants;  and  being  uncertain  whether  your  LordPP' will  receive  this  advice  earlu-rlrona 
Virginia,  or  otherways,  I  inclose  copies  of  the  Papers.  They  came  to  my  hands  the  9  inst: 
.  few  days  after  I  had  prorogued  the  Assembly,  and  early  in  the  next  Month.  I  must  embark 
to  go  to  fhe  interview  appointed  with  the  Six  Nations  at  Albany,  so  that  the  tune  would  no 
allow  of  my  calling  them  again  to  lay  these  papers  before  them.  I  can  not  meet  t  em  till 
their  harvest  is  over,  which  will  be  the  latter  end  of  July,  or  the  begmn.ng  ol  August  when 
I  hTpe  they  will  show  such  a  regard  to  their  solemn  Resolution  approved  of  by  His  Maj^  as 

mav  redound  to  their  honour.  .,       ,  ^t       t  i 

7now  send  your  LordPP-  some  papers  relating  to  the  division  line  be  ween  New  Jersey  and 
this  Province,  with  a  copy  of  an  ancient  Map.  said  to  be  signed  by  Andrew  Hamilton,  who 
was  then  Gov'  of  East  Jersey.  I  have  drawn  two  lines  on  the  Map,  to  d.sluigu.sh  in  a  tnangle. 
the  Lands  that  are  as  I  conceive  still  in  the  Crown.  I  shall  make  no  observations  on  King 
Charles  Second's  Grant  to  the  Duke  of  York,  but  will  suppose  the  Duke  had  a  right  to  grant 
the  lands,  which  he  did  grant  to  Lord  Berkely  and  Sir  <^;'-«;^;"^^''"'^'7  /''!;!  '  '^l 
considered  how  far  the  Duke's  Grant  to  them,  did  extend  up  Delaware  R  ver.  1  he  bounds 
from  Cape  May  at  the  mouth  of  Delaware  River  are  "extending  to  the  Northward  as  far  a. 
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the  Northernmost  Branch  of  the  said  Bay,  or  the  River  of  Delaware,  which  is  in  forty  one 
degrees  and  forty  m.nutes  of  Latitude."     Here  I  would  only  observe,  that  the  Northermost 

tie  words,  as  far  as.  being  the  same  in  sence  as.  usque  ad.  which  is  always  exclusive  of  the 
place  to  wh.c  you  go;  so  that  from  Cape  May.  to  the  Northermost  Branch  of  Delaware 
R.ver  ,s  the  whole  extent  of  the  Western  boundary  of  Jersey.     As  for  these  words,  which 

n/2  T  T"  "I  ^"''  ^"T  "-^  ^""■'"'^^'  ^  '^^  "°^  ''^'  ^l^^-"  t°  be  part  of  the  description 
lati  n  1  \"'''y'yj^\^-^y  affirmative  words  of  computation,  or  rather  conjecture  of  the 
latitude  wherein  the  Northernmost  branch  or  the  Jorks  of  Delaware  lye.  For  instance  if  a 
grant  was  made  of  all  the  lands  from  London  Bridge  to  Greenwich.  .,J is  ten  ..Ve!        r     h 

r„HoRTT  ..""'''  "'  '''  '"''*"'=^'  "'"  "°'  '^^"y  ^he  grant  beyond  Greenwich. 
London  Bridge  being   he  terminus  a  quo.  the  place  whence,  and  Greenwich  the  terminus  at 

understood  to  be  exclusive.     So  of  the  western  boundary  of  Jersey,  the  main  Ocean  at  Cane 

s  M  Bav  r  I  r'  ""''TZ  ""'" ''  '''  ^^^"''""^  ^  ^"' '  ^"^  the^Northermost  branch  of 
said  Bay  or  the  River  of  Delaware,  is  the  terminus  ad  quem,  which  make  the  extent  of 

the  Jersey  grant  on  the  West.  For  Delaware  R.ver  is  formed  by  the  two  brand  ning 
into  one  Body  at  the  forks  of  Delaware,  may  properly  enough  to  be  said  to  be  the  ne  plus 
ultra,  of  Jersey  on  that  side.  For  the  mistaken  computation  of  distance  or  latitude,  cannot 
en  arge  the  extent  of  a  Grant,  words  of  that  sort  being  not  descriptive  but  conjectural. 

It  IS  said,  as  the  Patents  of  Wawayanda  and  Minisink  are  bounded  on  the  Jersey  line  his 
Maj  -  interest  can  not  be  concerned,  let  the  line  run  where  it  will,  but  this  is  a  mistake:  for 
the  Jersey  line  on  which  these  Patents  were  bounded,  was  the  supposed  line  marked  in  the 
Map.  which  was  at  that  time  understood  to  be  the  line,  and  they  cannot  be  extended  Southward, 
even  if  the  real  line  of  Jersey  is  to  run  from  the  Forks  of  Delaware,  or  the  head  of  Delau,ar\ 
Bay,  to  the  Station  on  Hudson's  River  opposite  to  the  lower  Yonkers;  the  King's  intention 
being  to  grant  lands  no  further  than  the  then  supposed  line. 

I  wrote  to  Gov  Belcher  to  propose  a  line  of  peace  between  the  two  provinces,  to  put  a  stop 
to  the  disputes  and  disorders  that  are  committed  on  the  Borders  ;  in  which  letter  I  ihoufiht  it 
my  duty,  as  his  Majesty's  servant,  to  tell  him  my  opinion  that  the  forks  of  Delaware  were  the 
ne   plus   ultra   of  Jersey  on   that    si.ie.     This   paragraph    has   drawn    upon   me   a   pretty 
extraordinary   proposal    from   the   Jersey   proprietors,   which    was   delivered   to   me   by  M' 
Alexander.     I  shall  make  no  rellections  on  it,  but  submit  the  propriety  of  it  to  your  Lord-p- 
consideration.     I  must   inform  your  LordPP-  that  M'  Alexander  is  a  Member  of  his  M-ij'^' 
Council  for  tins  Province  and  for  the  Province  of  Jersey,  and  a  considerable  proprietor  and  a 
chief  Manager  in  behalf  of  the  Jersey  proprietors.     I  leave  it  to  your  Lordnp^  to  consider  how 
consistent  this  is,  while  there  is  this  controversy  subsisting  between  the  two  Provinces    and 
between  the  Proprietors  and  his  Majesty.     I  inclose  the  Report  of  a  Committee  of  his  Majesty's 
Council  on  the  disturbances  between  the  people  living  on  the  borders  of  the  two  Govern"  and 
the  opinion  of  the  Commitee  for  establishing  a  line  of  peace,  until  the  partition  line  b«  fixed 
between  both  provinces,  and  M'  Alexander's  reasons  for  his  dissent  to  the  said  Report      Your 
LordPP*  will  perceive  the  opinion  of  His  Maj'»'  Council  to  be,  that  the  line  of  peace,  should 
run  according  to  the  supposed  line,  and  the  reasons  upon  which  they  ground  their  opinion,  and 
If  they  appear  satisfactory,  I  hope  directions  will  be  given  to  the  Gov"  of  the  two  provinces, 
that  the  line  be  so  fixed  &  ascertained  as  a  line  of  peace,  until  Hia  Maj"'  right  be  finaly 
settled  in  such  n  legal  course,  us  his  Majesty  shall  think  proper. 
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,  3.  ve^  bac.wa.d  to  ta.e  any  .^  ^  J-^^  J^^^  ::^.;tr  ^V^:^^^ 
enjoyment  of  their  possessions  up  to  the  supposed  l'"«;J ;;«  ^  g^^^^ers  and  sisters, 

My  Lords,  is.  that  I  am  concerned  in  ^he  ^  .^^^^^^^^^  ^^T^hall  I  take  any  steps 

as  Devisees  of  my  Father,  who  hehl  ^7°/^";;j\3p  Vji  be   pleased  to  direct  me  on 
without  the  advice  of  the  Council.    I  beg  your  LordPP    will         pi 

this  head.  ♦•„„  „p  rnmmias"  at  Albany,  is  to  concert  measures 

the  whole  of  the  ^"terest  to  be     p p  y  ^^^^     ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^.  ^^^  ^^ 

obtain,  we  have  about  115,000  pounds  paper  currency,  and  we  now  sink  annually  by 

•■■rH^r^trrrc  -/era^^crrorr  OMcer  a.  0.wego  .bat  on  .be  '^^j^^^'l 
French  B,i,oe.  loaded  with  provision,  under  the  conduct  of  [wo  Officera  p..t  that  Po... 
their  way  ,o  Niagara,  auppoeed  to  be  deatined  for  ^^^^^^-^^l-^i^^i ^i  "..« 

humble  servant 

James  db  Lancby 


Major    Washington  to  Governor  Hamilton. 

[  New-Tort  P»p«r»,  Bundle  Kk.,  No.  8.  ] 


( copy ) 


«u  :t;:  ^;:',ea.e.t  eoncem ,  ^-^i^^  :Sof;r "  iXiri'tr.?: 

expect  some  Assistance  from  you,  and  I  am  persuaded  you  will  take  proper  notice  ot 
moving  speech,  and  of  their  unshaken  Hdelity. 
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I  thought  it  more  adviseable  to  acquaint  your  Hon'  with  it  immo^:^*  .     ., 

ne-zr^^:^^:::^;::::^'^'^^:^-^  [r°"= ^^y  --^^  the  ..ain.er  or  the 

mountains,  making  th'e  Roads^s  ^  M  Jh  «,  JThV'"'  "  '»,^^""^'r'°"'^  "^^°^^  ^'- 
designed  to  proceed  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  r'edstoLrr  TT  I  °"  """"'"  ^""  ""'  "" 
37  Miles  above  the  Fort  taken  by  Z  Frlh   r  u         '        '"^  '"'""^  Mohongialo.  about 

the   River;  and  there        a  sTone\lse Tu  U    T^^^^^^^^  have  a  Water  carriage  down 

recepticle  for  our  Ammunition  ".d  p^o'sions.     '  °  ''°"^"^'  "'"'="  ™"^  ^"^«  ««  ' 

Besides  these  French  that  came  from  Wt-ninffn   Wo  Ur,  jui 

pan,  ar.  coding  up  Ohio.  W.  Z^J  ZZlZrTjTTr ''''  """""I 
Oltoway,,  are  Marching  ,l„w„  Soiodo  Creek  t„  i„„,h.        ,  Cl,ip,,„w„,,  „„d 

Freedon,  1  have  a„„.fd  i„  „,aa  „U„g  ;  '  li^^  1..:,,,  '""';''°'"  ,f "'  "'"  '"""'  "" 
my  Co„„,„  .„a>  i„«„e„„d  „,e\„  it  a,fd  «1  I.'S  ^  " ^Z^^'T/'V  °"! 
and  regard,  your  Hon-  mo.,  obedient  and  very  l,n„,l,l„  LrvT,  "  ""■"" 

G"  Washington. 

Philadelphia.  6""  May  1754. 

A  true  copy  Examined  by 

RiciiAHD  Peters,  Secretary. 

New  York  16.  May  1754— a  true  copy  Exam" 

by  Gw:  Banyar  D  Secretary 


Captain  Contnmmh  Summons  to  the  Britkh  Troops  at  the  Monongahtla. 

[Nnw-Tork  I'uperi,  Bundle  Kk.,  No.  10.] 

A  Summon   by  ord.r  of  Contrec-ur  Capt"  of  one  of  the  Con.pnnies  of  the 

Detatchment  of  the  French  Marine;  Commander  in  Chief  of  His  Mai-.tv's 

most  Chrmtian  Troops^  now  on  the  Beautiful  River,  to  the  Conunan.l.r  of 

those,  of  the  King  of  Great  Brittain,  at  the  mouth  of  the  River  Monongahela. 

Sir, 

Nothing  can  surprise  me  more,  than  to  see  you  attempt  a  settlement  upon  the  Lands  of  the 
King  my  Master,  wh.ch  obliges  me  now.  Sir.  to  send  you  this  Gentleman  Chev:  Le  Mercier 
Captn.n  of  the  Bombadiers,  Comma,  -y  -  ,f  the  Artilery  of  Canada,  to  know  of  you  Sir,  by 

'Sit.  atore house.  N^-York  Colonial  Manu.cript,,  LXXVUJ;  J'^n.yl„ania  Colonial  Record.  VI    -1. 
«•«.  ni»rao»t  clirutiaii  Miijisly'iTroopg.  /6iy. —  En.  ""' 
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,     .  ™    .^  (Xr.irv  vniirsplf  within  the  Dominions  of  the  King 

.long  th.  BeauUrul  River,  belong  to  hi,  Mo.t  Chri.li.o  M"""'?-  .     , 

,L  informed,  S,„  .h».  ,o„,  ""/'^''-S  ''-;-;  ^J^'iL^^^^^^^ 

rrr„r:-::::ir-ee^^rc^^»™o--       ---  -°' "  '•  - 

.K.  tne  of  t,e  KT„g  ^y  M».ler.  by  virme  ol  o,d.,.  whieh  1  got  from  my  General,  u,  retreat 
r.:i:i:ub  yoor^rro^op.  from  off  the  Land,  of  '^  ^^^J^'^'^^i  1  d'ef  r 

-t:;  °:'ftLr;:r:,7„^orfL:ir?bi'  z:^:^;^^:^. .,.  ,»„  ..y  be 

'T  on'tl  contrary,  Sir.  you  have  not  got  orders,  and  only  come  to  Trade.  I  am  sorry  to  tell 
Children  all.es  and   r  ,       y  ,i^,„^^„  j.^^         ,,  who  were  Trading  upon  our 

Great  Br.ttain.  ^^^^  ^^.^  ^^^^^^^  endeavours,  to  maintain  the 

;:T,::f  fS  wi,t^.  -  r^^       «n.  .■-«,  *  .1,1^1.  M-  Wlenek  a  Merchant  of  Montreal  i,aa 
carried  »  Boitol,  and  what  i.  more,  he  haa  Ibrhid  th.  Sa.age.  from  exerc.og  tbe.r  accatomed 

'T::Z,:ph,'t;tr;,'s":::;';he  mea„a  .«.,„  .l  ..  win...  .0  in..igate  the  Indian,  to 
1  cou  (I  comp  to  strike  us  while  we  were  striving  to  maintam  the  peace. 

TnCJe  te  ld.d,l°i  .".  p""-  -»»"-  ^"  »"i*  ^^  «"'  ""'-  f  '^'  ?'*"  "' 

well  Tot  0    .'k    d  to  i  i.  bu.ine...  «»  hi.  Di.tincion  and  p.r..n=l  M.rit.    I  expect  you  »,ll 
:„d  ll  ba*"itb  one  of  yonr  0«c.r.,  who  will  bring  me  a  precis  aa.wer.     A.  you  have 

'flic.  b»rrea.  Nnt-York  Colonial  Manuicript;  LXXVIII.  — Ed. 
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got  some  Indians  with  you,  Sir,  I  join  with  M'  Le  Mercier  an  interpreter,  that  he  may  inform 
tliem  ol  my  intentions  upon  that  suhjt'ct. 

1  am  with  great  Regard 
Sir 

Your  most  humble  &  most 
Done  at  our  Camp  „u  j-     *  o 

A      1,^   .,.,.  obedient  Servant 

April  16.  1764.  ^ 

CONTREC(EUR 

Philadelphia  6'"  May  1764. 

a  true  copy  examined  by 

Richard  Peters     Secretary. 


<  n  ♦  »«■♦- 


Lieutmant-Govei'nor  I)e  Lancey  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  New-Tork  Papers,  Bundle  Kk.,  No.  IB.  ] 

My  Lords,  ^^"^  ^°'^'  ^  J""«  1754. 

On  the  21'«  of  last  Month  (May)  I  had  the  honour  of  writing  to  your  Lordrp-  and  inclosing 
several  papers  relating  to  the  controverted  line  of  Division  between  this  Province  and  New 
Jersey,  a  duplicate  of  which  letter  1  now  send,  with  a  Copy  ot  Keith's  Map,  and  a  paper  I 
received  from  M'  Alexander;  the  oti.er  papers  relating  to  this  matter  mentioned  in  that  letter, 
are  entered  in  the  Minutes  of  Council  Commencing  the  ll'"  January,  and  ending  the  l?-"  May 
1764,  Copies  of  which  I  now  send  your  Lord^P',  with  the  Journal  of  the  Council's  proceedings 
in  the  two  last  sessions  of  General  Assembly,  the  votes  of  the  Assembly,  and  ingrossed 
copies  of  the  Five  Acts  passed ;  among  the  Acts  there  are  not  any  I  thinl;  that  require 
particular  observation. 

I  have  received  intelligence  from  the  Officer  at  Oswego  that  on  the  U'"  of  May  17.  French 
Canoes  seemingly  well  manned,  passed  that  place,  supposed  to  be  destined  to  Ohio;  last  week 
the  two  Independent  companies,  in  his  Maj«>'  ship  Centaur  sailed  for  Virginia,  after  being 
detained  a  considerable  time  here  by  bad  weather. 
I  shall  embark  for  Albany  to  morrow,  to  meet  the  Indians  on  the  14'"  instant. 
I  am 

My  Lords, 

Vjur  LordPP'  most  obedient  and 

most  humble  servant. 

James  de  Lancet 

P.  S.  I  inclose  Your  LordPP'  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  Gov'  Belcher  and  of  my  answer  to  the 
paper  delivered  to  me  by  M'  Alexander. 


*ri 
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Secretary  lioMnson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  Plantation  General  Papera,  XV.  (O.)  Ha  126.  ] 

Whitehall,  14'"  June  1754. 

^he"  kL  having  taken  into  consideration  the  present  State  of  affairs  in  North  America,  and 
it  ll„.  appeared  to  His  Majesty  to  be  highly  expedient  that  a  Plan  of  General  Concert 
h  d  t  e  1  tered  into  by  his  Majesty's  several  Colonies  for  their  mutual  and  common  Defence 
and  o  prevent  or  remove  any  Incroachments  upo.  His  Majesty's  Domm.ons:  1  am  to  signify 
to  Your  Lordships  the  King's  pleasure  that  You  should  forthwith  prepare  such  a  Phn  ol  concert 
as  may  be  proper  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  sent  to  the 
several  Governors  of  His  Majesty's  Colonies  in  North  America. 

I  am.  My  Lords, 

Your  Lordships'  most  obedient 

humble  Servant 

„     ,        ,  „,     ^  ^.  T.  Robinson^ 

Lords  of  Trade  and  Plantations. 


Secretary  Robinson  to  Lieutenant -Governor  De  Lancey. 


[  Goveraon  &  Commanden  in  Horth  America.  (B.  P.  0.)  No.  T4.] 


Whitehall  5  July  J 754. 


1  have  received  your  letter  of  the  22«'«  of  April,  directed  to  the  Earl  of  Holdernesse.  m 
answer  to  His  Lordship's  letter  of  the  IS'"  of  January,  and  having  laid  it  before  the  King.  I 
am  to  acquaint  you  with  his  Maj'^'-  surprise,  that  the  Independent  companies  of  Your  Govern 
were  found  in  so  bad  a  condition,  as  they  appear  to  have  been  by  your  own  account.  Capt 
Rutheiford  and  Lieut'  Morris  are  actually  set  out  for  their  respective  posts ;  and  His  Maj  does 
not  doubt  but  that  the  two  Companies  are  thoroughly  compleat.  which  you  have  sent  to 
Virginia,  and  that  you  have  taken  the  like  care  to  compleat  those  which  remain  upon  Duty  in 
your  province. 

of  t,.e  •'""    ;       —  7^         ^^.^„  ^f\,^  UnK.m!,'e  of  a„  House  of  Co.n.nona  controversy,  and  when  he  played  the  orator, 

Tlw  'V  , reserve  1  Ine.'lly  co.npoaure  of  countenance.  On  George  2.1  going  to  Hanover,  he  '-;>;''°'"f  """^Z  j.^/^ 
I„!ticeV  In  17..-.  he  wa/ro-nov-.d  f, o,n  .he  Secretaryship,  to  make  way  for  Mr.  Fox,  and  went  back  to  '•-  '-1  •'"'«  "» 
M  f ,  '    w     ,     d^with  apon«ion  of  Jt-.u,,..  a  year  on  the  Irish  e,tal,lishn,ent,.     He  wa.  offered,  again  .u  1757.  the  phu-e 

ftViarv  o  S  .  w^i  .:  l.-e,i,,ed  on  the  .c'.re  of  iU  heahh.  1K,.,.,...'»  ../.-«  On  the  7th  of  AprIK  n«l  e  was 
t^  B  :^.;:  Oralhan,.  of  Grantham,  county  of  Lincoln,  and  died  30  Septe»b«r.  1770.  Hi.  lord.i.p  was  Grandfather  to 
tlic  lute  VibC  Hint  Ooderich.  —  Kd. 
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It  is  with  great  concern  that  His  Maj'J'  sees  the  unwillingness  of  his  subjects  under  your 
Govern*  to  exert  themselves  in  what  is  now  become  so  esse[n]tially  the  common  cause  of  all  the 
Colonies,  more  especially  since  the  last  accounts  from  Major  Washington  of  the  violent 
proceedings  and  actual  hostilities  of  the  French  upon  the  Ohio;  v/hich  verify  in  fact  what  was 
apprehended,  when  the  Earl  of  Holdemesse  wrote  so  fully  to  you  in  August  last,  and  which 
might  have  been,  in  a  great  meusure,  if  not  totally,  prevented,  had  every  one  of  His  Maj'»' 
Governments  exerted  themselves  according  to  those  directions;  I  am  now  to  enfoi?e  to  you, 
by  the  King's  express  command,  the  said  directions,  to  which  I  shall  only  add,  that  at  the  same 
time  that  your  assembly  seems  to  be  so  sensible  of  the  vigour  and  resolution  said  to  have 
been  shewn  by  the  Govern'  of  Virginia  upon  this  occasion,  they  should  not  be  unacquainted 
with  the  behaviour  of  the  Govern'  of  Massachuset's  Bay,  in  obedience  to  like  instructions  to 
those  which  were  sent  to  you,  which  I  do  not  doubt  but  you  have  been  enabled  to  lay  before 
them  in  consequence  of  your  correspondence  with  Gov'  Shirley,  and  much  less  should  they  be 
Ignorant  of  the  approbation  which  His  Maj'T  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  shew  to  his  good 
subjects,  your  neighbours,  and  of  the  encouragement  wh-^-  has  been  given  to  them  to  proceed 
with  the  utmost  vigour  as  you  will  see  more  fully  by  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter,  which  I 
have  written  to  M'  Shirley  by  His  Maj'^'-  commands  of  which  you  will  make  a  proper  use,  in 
order  to  excite  His  Maj'"'"  subjects  under  your  care,  to  follow  so  brave  an  example. 

I  am  ettc. 

T.  Robinson. 


■^  ■■  ♦  ■■  > 


Lords  of  Trade  to  Lieutenant-Governor  Be  Lancey. 


I  New-York  Enlrlce,  O.  P  ,  337  —  864.  ] 

To  James  Delancey  Esq:  Lieut' Gover' of  New  York. 
Sir 

One  of  his  Majesty's  ships  of  War  being  preparing  to  sail  in  a  few  days  for  Virginia  affords 
us  an  opportunity  of  answering  such  points  in  the  several  letters  we  have  received  from  you  as 
have  not  yet  answered. 

You  are  already  so  fully  acquaiiited  with  our  sentiments  upon  Indian  affliirs  that  it  is  almost 
unnecessary  for  us  to  say  any  thing  further  upon  this  subject  We  cannot  however  but  express 
our  surprize  and  concern  that  after  the  proper  arguments  which  you  made  use  of  to  induce  the 
neighbouring  Colonys  to  concur  in  the  treaty  with  the  Six  iXations  any  of  these  Colonys  should 
at  this  conjuncture  have  declined  joining  in  a  measure  so  apparently  for  the  general  interest 
and  security  of  the  whole  and  sucli  a  conduct  appears  to  us  the  jiiore  extraordinary  as  we  are 
informed  that  upon  former  occasious  and  in  times  of  less  Peril  and  Exigency  they  have  joined 
in  such  treaty's 

The  preserving  and  securing  the  friendship  of  these  Indians  is  in  the  present  situation  of 
aflairs  an  object  of  the  greatest  Importance  it  is  from  the  steady  adiierence  of  these  Indians  to 
the  British  Interest  that  not  only  New  York  but  all  tue  other  Northern  Colonys  have  hitherto 
been  secured  from  the  fatal  effects  of  the  encroachments  of  a  foreign  power,  and  without  their 
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of  «^^«"«^'^^  f  . '"''^^;^';,  ,';,  cong-esa  of  Commissioners  from  each  Colony  at  Albany  upon 

division  between  New  York  ad  New  Jej«  y J'^  ^,^^      ;„,  ,„„,,  „„der  our 

letters  upon  these  d.spu  es  w>ll  ^e  "^ J^^^    ^^^  '^  ^^  ^^^  ^^j,  ,j,.,i,  .^  ^^e  present 

''I  L7„r»„d  hv  our  To  X.a  fun,  upo„  t.  before  hi.  Maje-ty.    lu  Ih.  mean  .Irue  .e  do 
coo„der»l,ou  »nd  '»J  »"'■  »°"f  /    ^,,„  j„„„  ,„  ,|,e  Governor  of  New  Je,.ey  to  every 

e»r„e»tly  recommend  to  you  "  "« J'^™  '  ^  „,„       |,„„k  p„ce  in  lho.e  par., 

legal  and  proper  """'^ '''«'   ^^^''^j'  7/  ^j'J^^^^^^^^^^  by  this  unhapppy  dispute, 

and  prevent  tha  ""»'"«' ;;;™3;°j'"„"  ?„„d„„,  ,„  .he  oliice  of  Chief  Justice  have 
J  '  rr  i:'r:d'»rhope  yot'  Conlct  m  the  e.ecu,i„n  of  the  eommaud  devolved 
^pon  you  will  recomme„dyontotha.o»cea.ai„„^^^^^^^^^ 

.:::r::rlre::o!mir„:  fr.;e\u.uLn  the  e«ecn  ve  ^.ofO^^^^ 

zsrp^cr^fSe  ;iX£rr^^^^^^ 
lazz  :^r.eron;r^:Var  .„ ,....  ^.^^  -rtTtfrz: 

^-I^2XZ:::XZ::^:LZ:.  ...  revive  the.  very 
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pretensions  since  such  annual  grants  may  be  employed  annually  to  the  purposes  of  wresting 
from  the  Crown  the  Nomination  of  all  offices  whose  Salarys  depend  upon  the  annual 
appointment  of  the  Assembly  and  of  disappointing  all  such  services  of  Government  as  may  be 
necessary  even  to  the  very  existence  of  the  Colony,  which  are  not  entrusted  even  in  their 
execution  to  such  persons  as  the  Assembly  appoints  under  ti.e  pretence  of  receiving  and 
applying  these  annual  grants  And  this  even  tho'  the  Crown  has  no  Controul  over  such  persons 
in  the  execution  of  the  trusts  so  reposed  in  them  nor  in  making  them  accountable  for  the 
expenditure  of  the  money  put  into  their  [hands]  according  to  the  strict  rules  by  which  ail 
money  raised  upon  the  people  ought  to  be  accounted  for  to  the  Crown  in  its  Courts. 

We  are  indeed  at  a  loss  to  conceive  what  other  purposes  this  point  so  strenuously  insisted 
upon  of  granting  the  Revenue  from  year  to  year  can  serve  for  if  it  is  imagined  that  this  method 
of  establishmg  a  revenue  by  annual  grant  is  the  only  one  by  which  the  province  can  be  secured 
against  misapplication  on  the  part  of  the  Governor  or  other  officers  of  the  Crown  It  will  be 
found  to  be  a  mistake  and  that  it  is  strict  appropriation  which  produces  such  security  and  not 
the  mere  mode  of  granting  the  Revenue  annually  which  of  itself  is  of  no  effect  at  all  and  if 
directed  to  the  above  purposes  is  disavowed  by  themselves  such  appropriation  accompanied 
with  proper  checks  and  proper  penalties  will  be  found  more  effectual  to  prevent  misapplication 
and  to  punish  it  if  attempted  than  either  the  method  of  annual  grants  which  in  the  case  of 
Services  of  a  permanent  nature  and  necessary  to  the  very  being  of  the  Colony  is  an  absurdity 
or  the  appointing  of  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  Assembly  for  the  receipt  and  application 
of  Publick  money  whereby  not  only  the  executive  power  of  the  Crown  is  invaded  but  the 
publick  is  disappointed  of  the  only  security  it  is  made  to  expect  such  Commissioners  being  in 
their  very  constitution  Intended  to  be  beyond  the  controle  of  the  executive  power  and  not 
sui)ject  to  any  proper  method  of  account  in  its  Courts     If  the  Assembly  therefore  truly  and 
sincerely  mean  only  to  secure  the  Revenue  which  they  grant  against  misapplication  which  is 
an  object  not  only  laudable  in  its  self  but  which  in  duty  to  their  constituents  they  are  bound 
to  endeavour  to  obtain  by  every  method  which  their  constitution  admits,  and  which  is  not  in 
itself  absurd  let  them  apply  themselves  to  appropriate  their  grants  both  of  permanent  and 
occasional  Revenue  in  the  strictest  manner  to  the  purposes  for  which  they  intend  it  let  [them] 
contrive  and  promote  such  Checks  as  they  Judge  most  proper  to  prevent  misapplication  and 
such  penaltys  as  they  think  necessary  for  punishing  it  if  attempted     There  is  nothing  in  such 
measures  either  contradictory  of  the  Kings  Instruction  or  invasive  of  His  prerogative  and  it 
seems  to  be  equally  the  interests  of  the  Crown  as  of  the  Province  that  all  publick  money 
should  be  truly  applied  to  its  service     But  if  they  persist  by  the  means  of  annual  grant  either 
to  attempt  wresting  from  the  Crown  the  nomination  of  officers  and  any  other  executive  parts 
of  Government  disappointing  the  most  effectual  services  of  ihe  province  unless  such  pretensions 
are  comply'd  with  tho'  they  may  have  succeeded  in  such  attempts  either  by  the  weakness  and 
Corruption  of  Governors  or  by  taking   advantage  of  the  necessity  of  the  times   yet   these 
attempts  are  so  unconstitutional  so  inconsistent  with  the  interest  of  the  mother  Country  as 
well  as  of  the  Crown  and  so  little  tending  to  the  real  benefit  of  the  Colony  itself  that  it  will 
be  found  they  flatter  themselves  in  vain  if  they  imagine  they  can  ever  give  them  a  stability 
and  permanency ;  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  Council  did  right  in  refusing  their 
assent  to  the  Act  mentioned  in  your  letter  of  the  24  of  May. 

It  was  a  great  surprize  to  us  to  find  by  your  letter  of  the  22  of  April  that  the  Assembly  of  New 
York  after  so  proper  a  regard  shown  to  His  Majesty's  orders  by  their  resolution  of  the  28  of 
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expectation  that  they  would  have  Act   1  -  f-g^    ^^^^  ^^^^^.^^^^  .^  ^^^^  ,^^^^^  ^„j  .,  ,,3 

refused  to  grant  ""X  ^t'^^"- «"PP' ^  rth  t  theVrlsed  ever  to  grant  them  but  in  a  manner 
Btiii  a  greater  surprize  to  us    0  find  tlMt    '^^  ^^^  ^^  ^  j^^,  t^  account  for  such  a 

inconsistent  with  His  Majesty's  order  and  '-tr"c  °"  ^„,i  ^        ,^,  Colony's 

conduct  in  so  perilous  a  situation  -^e"  tl^^^^    -^^^^  ^  J^^^^^  ,„,  ^^en  the  least  delay 

to  exert  the  most  vigorous  endeavours  for  the.r  Secur   y  an  ^^.^^  ^^^^^^^^ 

or  neglect  may  he  attended  with  ^^7  fataUonseq«^^ 

aggravates  the  A-^blys  d.obed.ence  t    H     M    e    5    o        ^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^.^^.^^  ^  ^,^^^  ^^^^ 
in  the  Address  to  you  of  the  23  of  Apnltlmu^^^^  ^^  .^  ^.^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^.^j^ 

French  Creek  was  any  invasion  of  H  s  Majesty  «  ^^  J   '  ^^^  ,f  ,,„t    „f  utrecht 

land  are  comprehended  within  the  '^^^^[^^'^^^^^^^^^  BriLn  His  Majesty  looks 

acknowledged  by  France  ^^^^-^rDmnionraTd  Therefore  such  a  declaration  is  highly 
upon  this  to  be  an  mvasion  of  His  Dommions  Majesty's   rights   and   is  the   more 

presumptuous   in   the    A-f  > ^al    trJ"SoTony:  a^  tl  e '  r/servation  of  Our  trade   and 

^;;-::  KiX=^- --^^^  ^'^ '- '-' ''  "^^ 

nnr:Vr:":ived  your  .tter  and  pap^  ^^  to  ^  ^;^-  -m  l^^^ 
^\:^M:je:;e;r^:r:rr  ; -"Ilile  dlLions  .om  .«  M.esty 

upon  them.  .  ^    ,     „.     r  vjay  of  being  permitted  to  pass  an 

^i>e  proposition  you  mention  in  J^;/  "^^  J;,^;^/!^,:^  consideration  we  are  inclined 

Act  for  issuing  £20,000  in  Bdls  of  "^^^^'^  ^^f  ^^^^"J^f  ^^at  a  moderate  quantity  issued  upon 
to  believe  from  the  Nature  of  paper  currenc^^n^^^^^^^^^^^  ^  ^^^^^^^^^^  ^.^^  ^^^ 

proper  security  and  having  -  Vroper[.f(o'  ^TetL  least  burthensome  method  of  levying 
operate  to  the  -^vantage  of  a  Col  ny  and  n^y  a   o  be^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^.^.^^  ^^^^  ^^^ 

n,oney  for  the  supply  and  support  0    f/JJ^^^^^'^^'ents   is  unnecessary,  improper  and 
making  such   paper  money  a  lega    tender  in  -'    P^J^J  ^,,„^,d  ^,,,  ^uh  such 

inconsistent  with  the  sence  of  Parliament  ^;-';;  ^/^W 1^  ^  present  emergency 

dilRculty  in  raising  money  for  the  -PP  ^  ^"^^^P^    ^^  we  think  that  the  bills  ought  by 
in  the  usual  way  as  might  induce  you  to  fall  upon  th     ™«th«d  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^ 

no  means  to  be  declared  .0  be  a  legal  ^^^^^  '      ^'f^f/ "^^^^^^^^^^    Uie  services  of  Governn... 
bills  should  during  their  continuance  be  appropiated^^^^^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^ 

i„  the  manner  prescribed  by  His  Majesty's  Instrua.on  -^  P-v.d^^  J  ,,  .,^  ,, 

your  assent  to  any  Act  of  this  sort  w^l-"t  a  clause  being  ins  ^^^^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^ 

execution  until  His  Majesty's  pleasure  be  known.     So  we  bid  you  y 

exeouuuu  ^^^^  ^^^.^  j^^^^^g  friends 

and  humble  Servants 

Dunk  Halifax 
James  Oswald 

Whitehall  Andrew  Stone 

July  5  1754. 
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Meverend  8.  Johnson  to  the  Ardilmhop  of  Canterbury.' 

["AmwlMD  CoIoniM  MB.."  No.  lUJ,  I.,  No.  TT,  Lamb«th  Palace.] 

May  it  jdease  Your  Grace 

The  Bearer  hereof  is  M'  Solomon  Palmer  who  having  been  brought  up  and  graduated  at 
New  Haven  College,  has  for  several  Years,  been  a  dissenting  Minister  of  a  very  good  character 
and  >n  much  esteem  but  upon  occasion  of  our  late  Confusions  he  hath  been  led  to  read  many  of 
the  best  Divines  of  our  Chuch,  which  has  of  lata  convinced  him  that  it  is  his  duty  to  conform 
to  the  church  and  now  goes  well  recommended  by  several  of  the  Clergy  of  Connecticut  to 
Poutfl  nf  I  ^;7f  "/'"•^''°'y;'-,d«"  '°  o^der  to  be  incumbent  to  several  adjacent  places  in  the 
County  of  LUchfield  m  that  Colony,  where  his  late  parish  is,  and  where  there  are  many  people 
that  earnestly  desire  he  may  be  settled  among  them.  And  though  they  are  most  of  them,  but 
poor  tjew  planters,  they  have  engaged  30  pounds  sterling  p' an.  which  he  hath  accepted  as  a 
Ti tie  for  h.s  Ordmat.on.  and  which  I  hope  my  Lord  of  London  will  accept  of  as  he  does  no[tl  go 
with  any  dependence  on  any  Salary  from  the  Society.  Nevertheless,  as  this  will  be  but  a  very 
slender  support  for  a  family  of  seven  Children,  he  is  also  recommended  to  the  Society:  and  I 
shall  be  very  thoughtful  for  Your  Grace's  influence,  if  it  may  be.  that  he  may  have  a  small 
pension  allowed  him  in  addition  to  it. 

On  this  occasion  I  humbly  beg  leave  to  imform  Your  Grace  that  the  Gentlemen  of  the  City 
ot  New  York,  where  I  now  am,  have,  for  several  Years,  been  projecting  to  establish  a  College 
here,  and  been  raising  money  for  that  purpose,  and  are  now  resolved  speedily  to  carry  it  into 
execution.  They  have  all  along  been  often  expressing  their  design  that  I  should  be  the  Head 
01  their  intended  College;  from  which,  (upon  a  visit  I  made  them  last  fall,)  I  sincerely 
endeavoured,  to  my  utmost  to  dissuade  them;  notwithstanding  which  they  have  since 
unaniniously  chosen  me  to  this  Office,  assuring  me  that  they  cannot  be  agreed  on  any  other 
method,  and  that  my  refusal  would  much  endanger  the  miscarriage  of  their  design;  and  it 
seems  the  general  persuasion  that  it  is  my  duty  to  accept. 

However  I  have  this  Spring  been  prevailed  upon  to  spend,  at  least,  some  months  here,  ( my 
neighbouring  brethren  in  the  mean  time  taking  turns  to  do  duty  for  me  in  my  absence;)  in 
which  time  the  Trustees  have  been  projecting  a  Charter,  according  to  the  tenor  of  which,  the 
service  of  the  Church  is  to  be  always  used  in  the  College,  and  the  President  to  be  always  of 

the  Church   of  England;  and   it  is  passed   in  Council  and   preparing  for  the  Seals In 

consideration  of  which  conditions,  the  gentlemen  of  Trinity  Church  will  give  a  tract  of  land 
excellently  situated,  whereon  to  build  it,  with  7  or  8000  pounds,  — And  it  is  intended  that  Your 
Grace  and  my  Lord  of  London  be  first  named  among  the  Governors  of  the  College  to 
be  incorporated. 

Here  is  indeed  a  most  virulent  and  active  faction  of  Presbyterians  and  Freethinkers  that  do 
violently  oppose  such  a  Charter,  and  do  all  they  can  to  disaffect  the  Dutch,  without  whom 
they  bear  but  a  small  proportion  in  the  province.  — But  as  the  Dutch  seem  generally  steady  in 

'  The  Moat  Reverend  Dr.  Hkbrino  was  Bishop  of  Bangor  in  mi ;  he  succeeded  Dr.  Blackburno  a>  archbishop  of  York  in 
1743,  and  en  the  death  of  Dr  Potter,  in  1747,  was  elevated  to  the  See  of  Canterbury.  He  died  on  the  13th  of  March  1757 
"He  was  a  very  amiable  man.  to  whom  no  fault  was  objected;  though  perhaps  the  gentleness  of  his  prineiples,  his'  great 
merit,  was  thought  one.  During  the  rebellion  he  had  taken  up  arms  to  defend  from  oppression  that  religion,  which  he 
abhorred  making  an  inttrument  of  oppression."   Walpole.—'E.ii. 
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„m  approve  of  the  Charter:  »'"! /  f  J"'"',  ,,        we  1  a"  1  can -And  I  humbly  beg  .. 
I,.r.,  and  apply  myself  to  the  'i'"*"'?''"'       "yj  ,^1  »h.ll  ..and  in  much  need  as  I 

advanced  Years.— 

May  it  please  Your  Grace, 

Your  Grace's  most  dutiful  fion  & 

most  obedient  humble  Servant 
( signed )         Samuet.  Johnson. 
New  York  July  10  1764.  ^ 


Lieidenant-Governor  Be  Lancey  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  HewTork  Pupora,  Bundle  Kk.,  No.  IB.  ) 

New  York.  22.  July  1764. 
My  Lords,  ,       .        .  tj,e  Minutes  of  Council,  and  the 

.o:::ir;:t;:o:'::C^^^^^^^^ 
«t::.::::d^:::rct:t;er.ewwHh;he.„dlan,at^ 

,  can  ..sure  you,  that  we  parted  very  good  f"'"  '  •  "'-'^/^  Conhrences.     I  had  the  good 
they  say  them.elves  in  their  speed,  at  the  concluston  o(  the  L  ^^^ 

fortune  to  bring  the  affair  between  the  «'™™"-^";''  *«'  ,°:1„,  „„„  which  the  parties 
,.ised  so  gre.  a  r«-'  «mo„g     ,e    n^  a^^^^^  -  »^M,py^J  ^^_^.^„„,.  „  .,.  ,  „ 

r::er,i:mr::'Vn^i".':;:.^T"This  wa.  on.  o^  the  r»-.  -  -  ™-  -^ "--"  - 

h    r  ,  and  they  are  now  fully  cn.ent.d  with  .'-  -"- -  »         '^'^{,^  „„„,  ,  .hail  set 

There  is  another  point  th.t  distur  .  the  -  ^       ;-''':,;„„  .„  ;,  .,.,  .ay  the  I is 

my.elf  about  redressing  as  soon  as  I  can  be  fully  .nio  mea  ^^^^^^^^  ^^^^^^ 

2  which  they  live,  have  been  "j-  «-  ,^,:;3'.:„  '  I'  I .Ly,  it  n.u.t  iLe  been  done 
year,  ago  toM'  l.iving.ton  and  other, ,  ll ..  P  »™ '„,  J  „,„  „,|ian.  would  di.pose  of  the 
by  frau,l  and  deceit,  for  it  .s  not  po..  hie  to  hehev.      at  I  .,.|„i,ience.    I 

Laud,  on  which  they  live,  and  "<""""*  j'l^, """  "e  fut  .0  be  a.  the  Mohawks  l.av, 
.hall  cause  the  Record,  to  b.  •'-™''''\""-' ■''■'''„';  ^.^i,:    atcnt;  fortill  U,i.  be  don.. 

;;r::;.:e:i:;t;:;:dit,,"^^^^^^^^^^ 
"-:;,r::;i^!:::^.^-:v-f^»irs,^ 

purpose,  and  encouruge  subscr.p.u.n..  and  .1      -'■;';    ^^  ^^  p„,,  „„y  emergency. 

Church  to  be  built  of  rttone,  in  such  a  Manner,  that  it  may  serve 
Thus  much  of  the  upper  Mohawks. 
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The  lower  Castle  of  Mohawks  have  also  put  in  their  complaints  to  me,  and  they  consist  of 
two  articles.  One  relates  to  a  grant  of  Land  made  by  them  to  M'  Barclay,  present  Rector 
of  Trinity  Church;  this  grant  passed  through  the  usual  forms,  but  they  sny  they  intended  it 
as  a  Glebe  for  his  use,  while  he  lived  among  them  as  a  Missionary  and  afterwards  for  the  use 
of  his  successors;  but  I  am  informed  he  made  a  regular  purchase  of  it,  and  believe  it  to  be  so, 
as  he  laid  out  a  considerable  sum  of  money  in  building  on  it,  which  no  prudent  Man  would 
have  done,  who  had  only  an  Estate  of  so  short  a  continuance.  I  shall  lay  it  before  the  Assembly 
and  endeavour  to  prevail  on  them  to  pay  M'  Barclay  for  his  improvements,  who,  I  am  assured, 
is  willing  to  convey  that  Estate  for  the  use  of  a  Missionary  for  ever,  upon  being  reimbursed 
the  Expenses  he  has  been  at. 

The  other  article  of  complaint  is  touching  a  large  Tract  of  Land  called  Kayaderosseras 
whicu  the  Indians  say  they  have  never  sold.  I  sent  for  some  of  the  owners  who  produced  an 
Indian  deed  (of  which  the  inclosed  is  a  copy)  and  a  patent  granted  thereupon  in  November 
1708.  the  bounds  of  which  seem  to  me  to  be  much  larger  than  those  in  the  Indian  Deed.  I 
must  refer  Your  LordPP-  to  the  Minutes  of  Council  at  Albany  herewith  sent,  for  the  reasons 
which  the  Indians  give  to  shew  that  the  lands  were  not  regularly  sold,  there  have  been  no 
settlements  made  on  this  land  though  the  grant  be  so  ancient,  and  the  Tract  so  extensive;  for 
at  a  very  low  computation  it  is  upon  the  Mohawk's  River,  except  where  it  is  interrupted 
by  ancienter  Patents,  twenty  five  miles,  running  up  the  River  Westerlv,  thence  Northerly  by 
computation  in  the  patent  twenty  two  miles,  thence  Easterly  or  Northeasterly  about  twenty 
miles  to  the  third  Falls  on  Hudson's  River,  thence  Southerly  along  said  River  and  ancienter 
grants,  to  the  place  where  it  begins,  which  I  guess  to  be  about  twenty  five  miles;  but 
supposing  it  contain  as  much  as  twenty  Miles  square,  it  will  amount  to  250000  Acres.  This 
tract  was  granted  to  thirteen  persons  as  tenants  in  common,  hut  is  now  by  purchases  and 
devises  branched  out  in  such  a  number,  as  can  scarce  be  known  or  found,  and  so  it  is  rendered 
extreamly  dillicalt,  if  not  altogtdher  impracticable  to  divide  and  settle  it;  and  as  the  lands  lie 
to  the  Northward  of  Albany  and  the  Mohawks  river,  it  would  be  of  great  service  and  security  to 
our  Northern  frontiers,  if  this  grant  could  be  vacated,  and  the  lands  parcelled  out  to  be  settled 
in  Townships,  with  an  exemption  from  Quit  U.iils  for  ten  years.  Tliis  would  encourage 
people  to  engage  in  the  settlement,  especially  if  they  were  protected  by  a  Fort  at  the  Lake  of 
S'  tfacrament  or  nearer  to  them.  I  am  as  yet  at  a  loss,  what  steps  to  take  in  this  alliiir  to  give 
the  Indians  satisfaction,  if  the  Patent  be  vacated  the  Indians  will  be  satis/yed,  as  they  will 
then  expect  to  have  the  sale  of  these  lands.  I  shall  consider  of  the  matter  and  whatever 
judgement  I  form  upon  it,  or  steps  1  take  in  it,  I  shall  submit  to  your  Lord*"",  not  having  time 
since  my  return  from  Albany  to  make  a  full  enquiry  into  this  matter 

I  herewith  send  the  proceedings  of  the  Commiss"  at  Albany,  in  which  your  Lordi'P'  will 
find  the  publick  conlere.ices  with  the  Indians;  the  plan  of  a  general  union  of  the  Colonies, 
and  a  representation  of  the  present  state  of  the  Colonies;  the  latter  was  drawn  without 
the  concurrence  of  any  of  the  Council  of  this  Prov".  The  vessel  is  to  sail  so  soon,  that  the 
Council  will  not  have  time  to  consider  of  them,  and  lay  their  thotights  upon  them  before  me ; 
when  they  shall  have  done  so,  I  will  transmit  them  to  your  LordP'"  with  such  observations  as 
shall  occur  to  me. 

The  plan  I  proposed  to  the  Commiss"  was  to  build  two  Forts  in  the  Indian  Country,  the  one 
at  Onondaga  where  the  (ieneral  Council  of  the  Five  Nations  is  held,  the  other  at  Ti(,rondequat 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Seneca  River  on  tiie  Lake  Ontario,  about  80  miles  westward  of  Oswego, 
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which  was  purchased  from  the  Indians  for  this  purpose  when  M'  Clarke  was  L«  Gov' ;  it  is  by 
r^    Rive    the  French  went  under  M'  Denonvilie  the  then  Gov'  of  Canada,  to  destroy  the 
Seneca  Castle,  and  if  we  had  a  good  Fort  well  garrisoned  here,  the  Senecas  would  settle  undr 
ft   protection  and  most  of  them  become  our  firm  friends,  and  join  as  when  occasion  offers  to 
dslodgte  French  from  Niagara,  a  Fort  of  theirs  which  commands  the  P-  ^^  ^  "^^^/^  « 
Ontano  and  Lake  Erie,  which  if  it  were  in  British  hands,  would  soon  P  ^JJ  °P  ^^^'^^^  J^ 
u        *„  „„   thp  Ohio      This  was  what  I  proposed   on   that  quarter.    On  tne  ouier 
::rdtcrn;int:rrt's'F':derick.  at  the  11  end  of  Lake  Cha.plain ;  I  pro^o^ 
0  bu  Id  three  Forts,  one  at  the  carrying  place  on  Hudson's  Rjver.  to  command  th^t  R -^J 
one  on  the  Wood  Creek  a  few  miles  Northward  below  wher.    Foft  Ann  formerly  stood     and 
IthVdatTe  south  end  of  Lake  S'  Sacrament;  by  this  Lake  the  French  come  m  Ume  of 
wJ  to  attack  the  8  ttlements  of  this  Province,  and  may  either  pass  down  Hudson's  River  to 
I^bany  o   c  L   thro' trwoods  to  Schonectady  and  the  Mohawks  country;  this  considera  .on 
Trms^nd  d^    0^^^^^^^^    the  Mohawks  against  whom  the  French  bear  a  g-^t  resentment,  as 
thev  were  the  most  active  in  the  late  War;  a  Fort  at  this  place  might  g.ve  some  stop  to  the 
FrencTor  at  iTast  we  might  hence  have  notice  of  their  approach,  and  put  ourselves  on  our 
f\h«  Wood  cTeek  is  a  great  inlet  for  the  French  to  New  Hampshire  and  Massachusets 
it;  o    by  t^rn  ng?o   he    i  ht  into  this  province.    These  two  Forts  therefore  would  be  a  great 
Obstacle  to  the  French  incursions  into  these  Countries,  and  besides,  would  -ake  us  Master 

carried  into  execution  at  the  joint  charge  of  the  Provinces  concerned,  but  the  Commissioners 
would  hear  of  nothing  but  the  plan  they  have  drawn  up. 

1  inclose  two  papers  that  were  communicated  to  the  Commissioners  at  Albany  the  one 
enitledTMeasures^ecessary  to  be  taken  with  the  six  Nations  '  ^^^^-^^J^^fL 
Johnson  and  the  other  •'  Considerations  towards  a  general  plan  of  the  measures  oi  ine 
Eng^h  provinces'-  drawn  by  M'  Pownall ;  that  your  Lord.,  may  have  a  full  view  of  what 

'Te  hlvf  received  the  account  of  Major  Washington's  defeat  near  the  Ohio  by  the  French 
ThY  par  icullrs    s  in  the  paper  inclosed  may  not  be  exact,  but  the  truth  of  the  disaster  is  n 
Ibe  doubted      Thave  ordered  circular  letters  to  be  sent  to  call  the  Assembly   ogether  on  the 
2o'  of  aCs  .  when  I  shall  endeavour  to  prevail  on  them  to  give  M'  ^-nwiddie  Assistance 
and  should  the  Assemblies  do  their  duty  on  this  occasion.  I  hope  M'  P-nwidd.e  will  be  able  to 

"^S^Te'^rabo^'tli:"  is  a  l^ler  from  Coll:  Inne,  to  Gov'  Hamilton,  giving  an  authentic 
relatbn  ^f  Major  wl^ington's  defeat,  a  copy  of  which,  printed  in  the  Newspaper  I  inclose. 

>  »>"•  My  Lords 

Your  LordPi"  most  obedient  and 
most  humble  servant 

James  Db  Lancey. 


< 


LONDON  DOCUMENTS:    XXXI. 


85a 


Proceedings  of  the  Colonial  Congress  held  at  Albany. 

[New- York  Fapen,  Bundle  Kk.,  No.  20.] 

Albany  the  19.  June  1754. 
Proceedings  of  the  Congress  held  at  Albany  by  the  Hon*"'*  James  DeLancey 
Esq"  Lieut*  Gov'  and  commander  in  Chief  of  the  Prov"  of  New  York,  and 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Several  Provinces  now  met  in  this  City. 

At  a  Meeting  in  the  Court  House  at  Albany  on  Wednesday  the  19.  June  1754.  A.  M. 

Present — 


The  Hon"'  the  Lieut'  Gov'  of  New  York 
Joseph  Murray 
William  Johnson 
John  Chambers 
William  Smith : 

Theodore  Atkinson 
Richard  Wibbird 
Mes'  ec  Weare 
Henry  Sherburne  Jun' 
Samuel  Welles 
John  Chandler 
Oliver  Partridge 
John  Worthington 
William  Pitkin 
Roger  Wolcott 
Elisha  Williams 

Stephen  Hopkins 
Martin  Howard  Jun 

Bejamin  Tasker 
Abraham  B&rnes 

John  Penn 
Richard  Peters 
Isaac  Norris 
Benjamin  Franklin 


\  Esquires  of  His  Maj'^'*  Council  of  New  York 


I  Esq"    Commiss"  for    His   Maj""  Province    of 
New  Hampshire. 


[  Esq"  Commiss"  for  Massachusets  Bay 

■  Esq"  Commiss"  for  the  Colony  of  Connecticut. 

^     i  Esq"  Commiss"  for  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island 
(.  Esq"  Commiss"  for  the  Govern'  of  Maryland. 

Esq"  Commiss"  for  the  Govern'  of  Pennsylvania 


H.s  Honour  the  Lieut'  Gov' of  New  York  having  yesterday  directed  M'  Banyar  Deputy 
Secretary  of  the  said  province,  to  wait  upon  the  Commiss"  of  the  several  provinces  above 
muned.  to  acquaint  them  that  his  Honour  desired  they  would  meet  him  in  Council  in  the  City 
Hall  of  Albany  this  morning,  in  order  to  produce  their  powers  and  proceed  upon  business. 

ri.e  sa.d  Commiss"  being  now  accordingly  met  took  their  seats,  and  produced  their 
respective  Commiss'"  whicii  were  read. 

./?«"°r  «  '  "'*"  P-^f  ""'^'^  "  '«»'^'-  f^o™  t'>«  l^igl>t  Hon-  the  Lords  of  Trade,  bearing  date 
the  18""  of  September  last,  out  of  which  a  paragraph  was  read. 
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Afterwards  were'read  two  Minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Commiss"  of  Indian  affairs  in 
this  City  dated  the  15'-  and    IS'"  inst:  also  a  remonstrance  from   the  Oswego  Traders  to 

^' It  wTVe'commended  as  the  first  step  necessary  to  be  taken  at  this  Congress,  that  the 
Commissioners  should  consider  of  the  several  matters  they  may  judge  proper  to  be  ^opcsed  to 
the  Indians,  at  the  intended  interview  with  them,  and  to  prepare  the  speech  to  be  ".ade  on 
at  occasion  for  which  purpose  his  honour  acquainted  the  Com  mission",  he  would  d.rect  the 
Secretary  or  Agent  for  Indian  affairs  to  attend  them  with  the  Records  of  that  Office,  and 
tirCommiss"  of  Indian  affairs  to  meet  together  as  often  as  there  should  be  occasion  m  order 
that  tliey  might  give  them  all  the  information  relative  to  Indian  affairs. 

At  a  Meeting  in  the  Court  House  at  Albany  on  Wednesday  afternoon  the  19.  June  1764. 

Present -The  Council  of  New  York,  and  all  the  Commiss"  as  particularly  named 
in  the  Minutes  of  this  morning. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  take  into  consideration  the  Matters  recommended  by  his  Honour  in 
the  Morning.    The  whole   letter  from  the  Lords  of  Trade  was  read  and  -s  as  follows: 

Whitehall  Sept'  18  1753. 

^' A  few  days  after  you  sailed  from  Portsmouth  we  received  a  letter  from  M'  Clinton,  inclosing 
mini. trof  the  proceedings  between  him.  and  a  Deputation  of  the  Mohawk    ndians,  at  Fort 
G  "e  in  t  e  City  of  New  York,  in  June  last,  with  the  Journals  of  the  Assembly  then  sitting. 
Yuwil   without  doubt  upon  your  arrival  be  fully  informed  of  the  particular  circumstances 
of  t    siff  i'the  resentment  expressed  by  the  Indians,  and  the  abrupt,  and  hasty  manner  m 
wh My   vent  away,  and  tho'  from  the  confidence  we  have  of  your  vigilant  a  tention  to 
w  at  r  .  y  concern'your  GovernS  we  are  persuaded  you  will  not  have  fa  e     to  have  taken 
Tvrv  necessary  and  prudent  measure  to  obviate  the  fatal  consequences  which  might  attend 
1  is  affi        Y  "t  we  think  it  no  less  our  duty  to  embrace  the  first  opportunity  of  wn  ing  our 
tin  ents  to  you  upon  [it.]  and  of  poin'u,g  out  to  you  what  appears  to  us  necessary  to  be  done. 
Whe'w  Vonsid  r  of  iiw  great  consequence  the  friendship  and  alliance  of  the  six  Natu,ns 
is   JnUs  Mai-  Colonies  and  Plantations  i„  America  in  general  as  well  as  to  New  York  m 
A    in  Lr    when  we  consider  that  this  friendship  and   alliance,  is  only  to  be  gained   and 
n  e    rved  by  making  presents  to  them  at  proper  times  and  upon  proper  occasions,  and  by  an 
0  able  observanc'e  of  all  our  engagements  with  them,  and  when  we  recollect  the  attemp  s 
wh  ch  have  lately  been  made  to  withdraw  tliem  from  the  British  interest,  we  cannot  but  be 
"  e  t      nc      ed  and  surprised,  that  the  Province  of  New  York  should  have-been  so  inattentive 
foUegrra!  Interest  of  His  Maj-  subjects  in  America,  as  well  as  to  their  own  part.cu  a 
ec     ty     s        have  given  occasion  to  the  complaints  made  by  the  '-•-■--/'"t  -«  »-  ;^''' 
n  or     u  prised  at  the  manner  in  which  these  complaints  were  received.  The  d.ssat.sfacUiry 
mler  en  to  the  Indians,  &  at  their  being  suffered  to  depart  (tho'  the  Assembly  was  thou 

i    hig)  wifbout  any  measures  taken  to  bring  them  to  Temper  or  to  redress  the.r  comp  unts. 

Te    g  the  light  in  which  we  see  this  affair,  we  think  it  for  his  Maj-^'  service  t  at  you 
Bh.      ke        very  first  opportunity  of  representing  to  the  Council  and  Assembly  ,n  the  strongest 
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Manner  of  how  great  importance  it  is  to  the  Province  of  New  Yorlt.  to  preserve  the  Friendship 
and  aifections  of  the  Indians,  and  the  fatal  consequences  which  must  inevitably  follow  from 
a  neglect  of  them,  that  you  should  press  them  to  join  with  and  support  you  in  every  measure 
you  shall  find  It  necessary  to  pursue  in  order  to  fix  them  in  the  British  Interest,  more  especially 
by  makmg  proper  provisions  for  presents  for  them,  which  joined  to  the  presents  allowed  by 
H.s  MaJ'^  and  which  you  will  receive  by  this  conveyance,  may  .erve  to  facilitate  this  great 
end,  and  to  wipe  away  all  remembrance  of  that  neglect,  the  Indians  now  complain  of.  As  a 
speedy  interview  with  the  Indians  is  from  their  present  disposition  become  the  more  necessary, 
you  W.11  no  doubt  thmk  it  proper  to  advise  with  the  Council,  as  to  the  time  and  place  of 
meeting  the  Indians,  in  which  points  we  trust  you  will  have  a  due  regard  to  their  convenience, 
and  as  .t  appears  from  their  complaints,  that  Albany,  which  has  been  the  usual  place  of 
meeting  ,s  obnoxious  to  them,  you  will,  if  you  find  sufficient  foundation  for  this  complaint 
appoint  some  other  place,  you  shall  think  more  for  their  Ease  and  satisfaction,  and  we  observe 
from  a  Report  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  to  M'  Clinton  that  Onondaga  is  proposed  as  the 
most  proper  place.  V/e  likewise  hope  that  in  the  choice:of  the  Persons  who  are  to  attend  and 
assist  you  at  this  interview,  you  will  have  a  regard  to  such  as  are  best  acquainted,  with 
the  Indians  and  their  affairs  and  not  obnoxious  to  them;  and  as  a  great  deal  depends  upon  the 
Interpretors,  we  desire  you  will  be  particularly  careful  to  appoint  such  as  are  well  acquainted 
with  the  Indian  language  and  Men  of  ability  and  integrity. 

We  hope  that  the  Tlireats  of  the  Mohawk  Indians,  when  they  left  New  York,  have  not  been 
carried  into  execution,  but  think  it  of  absolute  necessity  in  order  to  obviate  any  ill  consequences 
which  might  attend  these  threats,  that  some  person  of  character  and  discretion  should  be 
immediately  sent  amongst  the  Indians  to  acquaint  them  of  your  arrival,  of  the  presents  his 
Majesty  has  ordered  to  be  delivered  to  them  and  of  your  intention  of  holding  an  interview 
with  them  for  hurrying  the  Hatchet  and  renewing  the  Covenant  chain,  that  this  person  should 
be  carefully  instructed  to  endeavour  to  remove  any  prejudices  which  the  Six  Nations  may  have 
imbibed  from  the  representations  of  the  Mohawks,  to  obviate  the  ill  effects  which  would  attend 
a  general  discontent  among  them  at  so  critical  a  juncture  and  to  put  them  upon  their  guard 
against  any  attempts  which  may  be  made  to  withdraw  them  from  His  Maj""  interest,  and 
that  nothing  may  be  wanting  to  convince  the  Indians  of  the  sincerity  of  our  intentions;'  you 
will  do  well  to  examine  into  the  complaints,  they  have  made  of  being  defrauded  of  their  lands, 
to  take  all  proper  and  legal  methods  to  redress  their  complaints,  and  to  gratify  them  by 
reason.-ble  purchases,  or  in  such  other  matter,  as  you  shall  find  most  prooer  and  agreable  to 
them,  for  such  lands  as  have  been  unwarrantably  taken  from  them,  and  for'such  others  as  they 
may  have  a  desire  to  dispose  of,  and  we  recommend  it  to  you  to  be  particularly  careful  for  the 
future  that  you  do  not  make  grants  to  any  persons  whatsoever  of  lands  purchased  by  them  of 
the  Indians  upon  their  own  accounts,  such  practices  have  been  found  in  a  neighbouring  Govern* 
to  he  attended  with  great  mischief  &  inconvenience;  but  when  the  Indians  are  disposed  to  sell 
anyof  "-eir  lands,  the  purchase  ought  to  he  made  in  His  Mxf  name  and  at  the  publick  charge. 

As  we  find  it  has  been  usual  upon  former  occasions  when  an  interview  has  been  held  with 
the  Indians,  for  the  other  neighbouring  Govern"  in  alliance  with  them  to  send  Commiss"  to  be 
joined  with  those  of  New  York,  and  as  the  present  wavering  disposition  of  the  Indians  equally 
elfects  the  other  provinces,  we  have  wrote  to  the  Governours  of  Virginia.  Pennsylvania,  Maryland, 
N.  Hampshire.  Massachusets  Bay  and  New  Jersey,  desiring  them  to  represent  to  their  respective 
assemblies  the  utility  and  necessity  of  this  measure,  and  to  urge  them  to  make  proper  provision 
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ror  it  and  therefore  U  will  be  nece-y  t.at  ^^^^^^^^^^^ 

meeting,  you  should  give  t^em  ear  y  not^*^^^^^^  -^ Jh  «  lead  ^^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^ 

more  to  your  attention,  and  that  la  to  take  care  v       appearing  to  us  that  the 

comprised  in  one  general  ^-ty  to  be  maa    m  H- 

practice  of  each  province  makmg  a  separate  treaty  or  J*  «"  g^  ^e  bid  you 

and  may  be  attended  with  great  inconvemence  to  His  Majesty  s 

heartily  farewell  and  are  ^^ur  very  loving  friends  and 

humble  servants 

Dunk  Halifax 

j.  g  renville 

„  „      „    i  dupplin. 

For  Sir  Danvers  Osborn  Gov'  of  New  York. 

And  also  were  read  the  following  papers  from  the  Commiss"  of  Indian  affairs  at  Albany,  vi. 

Albany,  16.  June  1754. 
At  a  Meeting  of  the  Commiss"  of  Indian  Affairs  at  M'  Lutteridge's 

,.      J.  o  u     i„,  Cornelius  Cuyler, 

lb  vrnSraakE.,..  Lords,  John  Re„«laar  J  Esquire., 

Spf  Hubert  Mar.haVomn,.der  of  the  For.    ^^^  CoenM™^^*' 

Peter  Wraxall,  Secretary. 

u    T  •     ..  r„„r  thP  Hon""  James  de  Lancey  Esq"  having  directed  Coll.  Mynd' 
His  Hon'  the  L-"  '  ^^'^^^^^  J^    l„5a„  Affairs  that  they  might  consult  together  if  they 

with  the  Six  Nations.  Commiss"  are  of  opinion,  that  the  Six  Nations  who  now  live 

In  consequence  hereof  the  Comm.ss     are  op  ^.i^^^ted  to  unite  and  dwell 

dispersed  and  confused    ^'^-^^J J"  ^^^.^  ^^^^^^^^^^^^  should  live  in  one  Castle  only. 

together  in  their  ^^^^l^^^^;^^!^^  IndL  in  particular  to  direct  and  exhort  them  to 

'''"'":  'TolTs'tl     accord    gto'th-  ancient  and  prudent  Custom,  and  to  cause  nil 

zr^  ::;^::r  where^r  -p-^^^:;: --^rr^^^^^ 

separated  themselves.  ll^^y^J^^^^^^^^^^^  lately  fortifyed,  have  a 

Lawrence,  ^°/^;^^f  ^  ^;;,^^  S^^  resides  in  order  to  draw  them  off  from 

Garr.son,  and  whe.  a  French  ^^^^y^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^^^^^,  ^^  ^^^^.^^^  ^^^^^^^^^ 

::r  rNati::  0?  :h.ch^he  greatest  part  -:^:^:^-^Zs......  to  come 

That  whereas  the  French  have  been  long  '^'^'J^^'^^^^^^^^^  easily  t. 

and  settle  at  Irondequat  in  order  to  have  them  -^'^;°;;;;theC  ,„,;««"  are  of  opinion. 

>  Oswegatchie,  now  Ogdensburgh,  St  Uwrence  Co..  N.  V.  -  Ed. 
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to  make  a  general  Castle  near  the  mouth  of  the  Senecas  River,  where  they  have  already  begun 
to  build  a  new  Castle— This  point  has  been  several  times  recommended  to  them  by  former 
Governors,  and  which  they  have  faithfully  promised  to  do,  but  have  not  hitherto  effected. 

The  Commissi'  are  of  opinion  that  the  most  effectual  method  to  retain  and  secure  the  Six 
Nations  to  the  British  Interest,  will  be  to  build  two  Forts,  one  on  the  Onondaga,  the  other  in  the 
Senecas  Country,  and  that  each  Fort  be  supplyeu  with  a  proper  Missionary.  They  are  further 
of  op-.nion  that  the  carrying  and  selling  Rum  in  the  Castles  of  the  Six  Nations  is  of  the  most 
pernicious  consequence  to  the  public  interest  of  this  Colony  in  particular  and  to  the  British 
Interest  m  general,  with  respect  to  our  Indian  connections. 

The  Commi88"are  also  of  opnion  that  no  Frenchman  upon  any  pretence  whatsoever,  should 
be  suffered  to  reside  or  Trade  among  the  Six  Nations,  and  that  the  Six  Nations  should  be 
directed  to  send  those  Frenchmen  away  who  now  Trade  or  reside  among  them,  and  to  warn 
them  not  to  return.  Those  French  Emissarys  having  always  been  of  fatal  consequence  to  the 
iintish  interest  amongst  the  Six  Nations. — 


Albany  IS*  June  1754. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Commiss"'  of  Indian  affairs  at  the  House  of  Robert  Lutteridge. 

Present—    Peter  Winne,  Mynd»  Schuyler, 

Sybrant  Van  Schaak  Recorder,       John  Beeckman, 
Jacob  Coen'  ten  Eyck  Esq". 
[Peter  Wraxall,  Secretary.] 

His  Honour  the  Lieut  Gov'  having  sent  to  Coll :  Mynd'  Schuyler  to  know  what  he  should 
do  with  regard  to  the  River  Indians  at  the  approaching  interview  — Coll:  Schuyler  thought 
proper  to  convene  the  Commiss"  that  they  might  answer  his  honour  upon  this  point. 

They  are  of  opinion,  that  after  the  Six  Nations  arrive  in  Town,  it  will  be  time  enough  to 
send  a  Message  to  the  said  River  Indians. 

Whereas  divers  complaints  have  been  made  to  the  Commiss"  of  Indian  Affairs  that  the 
Indians  at  Chonoghoheere  Castle,  do  forcibly  take  Rum  from  the  Oswego  Traders,  in  their 
passage  by  the  said  Castle ;  and  also  that  the  Onejda  Indians  oblige  the  Traders  to  let 
them  carry  their  goods  over  the  carrying  place,  and  to  pay  them  double,  and  sometimes  more 
than  double  the  Customary  price  which  the  Germans  were  ready  and  willing  to  take  It  is  the 
opinion  therefore  of  this  Board  that  His  Honour  be  pleased  at  the  approaching  interview  to 
represent  the  injustice  of  these  proceedings  to  the  Six  Nations,  and  that  it  is  a  breach  of  their 
promises  so  solemnly  made,  and  a  violation  of  their  engagements  entered  into,  and  frequently 
renewed  with  former  Governours. 

A  true  Copy  from  the  Records  of  Indian  Affairs. 

Peter  Wraxall  Secr'^  ettc. 

A  Remonstrance  was  then  read  to  the  Board  from  the  Oswego  Traders  to  His  Honour  the 
Lieut :  Gov'  of  New  York,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy  : 
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T  A  T    „.Pv  Fsa"  Lieut:  Gov'  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Prov- 

To  his  Honour  James  deLancey  bsq    Liieui.  uuy 

of  New  York  ettc. 

We  ..e  Trade.  ,»  Handle,,)  .»  Oswego  .0..  h„-y  ^'^J^™  ^J— Trl'^m 
Honour  the  many  hazard,  a.d  «»!"'»-  °"  ^ fa  '  le  Xw  "nd  C.aajeha,,  Ca..le., 
treatment  we  meet  with  from  the  Indnn, ,.    ; '»  P;"'"6  ™  f^^,  „h„,  nun,  they  think  proper, 

the,  board  our  B""""-"^;-;  ^rj,  r  d'ir.  Ld  thre.tning  Murder  ■„  any  that 

hooping  and  yelping  a,  if  they  Gloned  ,n  ,n.  r      p  ^^^.^^  ^^^.^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  g„„j, 

oppose  them,  and  on  our  arnval  at  the  great  «"'J'°S  P  ,  exorbitant  price, 

from  us  at  pleasure  to  carry  over,  and  not  content  "'"^  """^^"^  "f J  ^.„,  „f  ,„,„„.„« 

for  each  freight,  but  rob  u.  of  oar  Rum,  stores  and  ° *  '  f  °f  ;,^'';  °  ^,a  to  submit  to  those 
threatening  Lgu.ge,  and  are  generally  .0  ""-'»"■  'J'J  '"J ^'^""'.^f  „.  h„„  .„d  to  put 
impcitions,  or  run  the  risk  of  "-"S  ""f  "f  jj  ':^X  H  B     Germans,  who  generally 

r:at:trrr::rrr;:.tLr:::.j...y»r  employing  .hem,  .„a  paymg 
"'w'xirht:;;;.";""  honour,  .o  *;:x:\7yr  ;T::r:im  vr, 

consideration,  and  fall  upon  .ach  method,  to  redress  them,  as  you      y       g 
"recTorourt-  fervent  prayer.  for  welfare  and  prosperity,  a.  we  ever  remain  with  all 

due  defierence,  gratitude  and  esteem  —  Sir  ^^^^  Honour's  most  dutiful 

and  most  humble  servants, 
to  which  47,  several  names  were  signed) 
Oswego  June  1"  175*- 

The  following  Gentlemen  were  appointed  a  Conj^.-  »  P-P'^^/^^^^^^^^^^^ 

?:::5:r^=£IwTarrrI^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Esq"  to  whom  were  delivered  the  aforesaid  papers. 
[Adjourned  till  to  Morrow  Morning.] 

M  a  meeting  at  the  Court  House  in  Albany  on  Thursday  the  »•>  June  1,M.  A.  M. 

the  Commissioners. 

The  committee  appointed  .-erday  .o  prepare  a  dr^ght  »- J-til'l^r  ^mt -n';. 
the  Indians  not  being  ready  to  make  their  Report  [the  boaroj      j 
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At  a  Meeting  in  the  Court  House  at  Albany  on  Friday  the  21"  June  1764.  A.  M. 

Phesent —         His  Hon'  the  Lieut  Gov' — 

The  Council  of  New  York  aforesaid, 

All  il-.e  Commissioners,  and 

Thomas  Hutchinson  Esq"  one  of  the  Com  miss"  of  Massachusets  Bay. 

It  was  proposed  by  the  Gov'  that  to  avoid  all  disputes  about  the  precedency  of  the  Colonies, 
they  should  be  named  in  the  Minutes  according  to  their  situation  from  North  to  South— which 
was  agreed  to. 

Peter  Wraxall  Esq"  was  chosen  Secretary  to  this  Board. 

The  Committee  delivered  in  their  draught  of  the  General  Speech  which  was  read  thro'  and 
afterwards  paragraph  by  paragraph ;  objections  were  made  to  some  parts,  the  Board  not 
coming  to  any  conclusion  on  the  same  they  adjourned  till  to  morrow  morning. 

At  a  meeting  in  the  Court  House  at  Albany  on  Saturday  the  22''  June  1754.  A.  M. 

Present— The  Council  of  New  York  aforesaid,  and  all  the  Commissioners  except 
John  Chandler  Esq'  one  of  the  Commiss"  for  Massachusets  Bay. 

The  Consideration  of  the  draught  of  the  General  speech  was  resumed,  and  one  being  agreed 
upon  M'  Hutchinson  and  M'  Peters  were  desired  to  wait  upon  the  Lieut*  Gov'  with  the  same. 
Adjourned  to  Monday  Morning. 

At  a  meeting  in  the  Court  House  at  Albany  on  Monday  the  24.  June  1754.  A.  M. 

Present— The  Council  of  New  York  aforesaid  and  all  the  Commissioners. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  thanks  of  this  Board  be  given  to  the  Rev"  M'  Peters,  one  of 
the  Commiss"  for  Pensilvania,  for  his  sermon  preached  yesterday  and  that  he  be  desired  to 
"I  ffer  the  same  to  be  printed. — which  was  unanimously  agreed  to, 

fibers  and  iVl'  Peters  were  desired  to  wait  upon  his  Honour,  to  request  him  to 
;.  an  Oath  to  M'  Wraxall  for  the  due  and  fiiitiiful  discharge  of  his  Office  of  Secretary 

to  i'  '  —adjourned  to  three  o'cIoc'k  this  afternoon. 


i  i  ■■' 


At  a  meeting  as  aforesaid  Monday  afternoon  the  24  June  1754. 

Present— His  Honour  the  Lieut'  Gov'  and  the  Council  afores"'  of  the  Province  of 
New  York  and  all  the  Commiss" 

M'  Chambers  and  M'  Peters,  Reported  to  the  Board  that  M'  Wraxall  had  been  swore  into 
his  Office  l)y  His  Honour,  comfortable'  to  their  desire  in  the  morning. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  Commiss"  deliver  their  opinion,  wiiether  a  Union  of  all  the 
Colonies  is  not  at  present  absolutely  necessary  for  their  security  and  defence. 

'  Sie.  coaformable.  Official  Record  in  Johnton'i  Mamuoriptt,  I,  —  Ed. 


li 
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T„e  ,«esUon  was  accordingly  put,  and  it  passed  in  the^affir.ative  unanimously.^  ^^^^^  ^^^ 
His  Honour  the  Lieuf  Gov'  made  a  proposal  as  ^J';^"';^;*  ,„        ,,et  them,  their 

considration  of  this  Board  to  ^-^'^^  ]-/;;i:J';i";,Sry  to' His' Majesty.- Which 
Wives  &  children  as  the  best  ^^P^'^^^"';"^;';^  J  they  had  considered  some  Method  of 
proposal  the  Board  determined  to  proceed  upon,  after  they 

Accordingly  were  «PP;;2^^j^^^,,„3on  Esq  :  for  Massachusets  Bay. 
Theodore  Atkinson  Esq'  for  New  Hampshire. 
William  Pitkin  Esq.  for  Conecticut. 
Stephen  Hopkins  Esq'  for  Rhode  Island 
Benjamin  Franklin  Esq'  for  Pennsylvama. 
Benjamin  Tasker  Esq'  for  Maryland 

•  f  .n»  of  His  Mai'y"'  Council  for  the  Govern'  of  New  York, 
It  was  left  to  His  Honour  to  appoint  one  of  His  Maj 

and  he  named  William  Smith  Esq'^ 

Adjourned  till  to  morrow  morning  at  11  o  clock 


I  Esq"  of  the  Council  of  N.  York. 


Present— Joseph  Murray 
William  Johnson 
John  Chambers 
Richard  Wibbard 
Meschech  Weare 
Henry  Sherburne 
Samuel  Wells. 
John  Chandler 
Oliver  Patridge 
John  Worthington 

Roger  Wolcott 
Elisha  Williams 


.  Esqrs  Commiss"  for  N.  Hampshire. 

Esqrs  Commiss"  for  the  Massachusets  Bay. 
I  Esq"  Commiss"  for  Connecticut. 


Martin  Howard  Jun'     Esq'  Commiss'  for  Rhode  Island. 

John  Penn  |  £gqr.  Commiss"  for  Pennsylvania. 

Isaac  Norris  [ 

Abraham  Fames  Esq'  Commiss'  for  Maryland. 

Lilt  •  Go7of  New  York,  adjourned  till  five  o'clock  this  afternoon. 
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At  a  Meeting  as  aforesaid,  Tuesday  the  25"'  June  1754.  P.  M. 

Present — All  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  of  N.  York  and  all  the  'Commissioners. 

M'  Murray  delivered  to  the  Board  for  their  approhation  His  Honour's  alterations  &  additions 
to  the  draught  of  the  speech  presented  to  His  Honour  by  M'  Hutchinson  and  M'  Peters,  the 
22'"'  inst:  which  were  read  to  the  Board  by  the  Secretary,  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  deferred  till  to  morrow  morning. 

adjourned  till  11.  o'clock  to  morrow  morning 

At  a  meeting  in  the  Court  House  at  Albany  on  Wednesday  the  26""  June  1754.  A.  M. 

PftESENT — William  Johnuon  and  John  Chambers  Esq"  of  the  Council  of  New  York. 
Samuel  Welles,  John  Chandler,  Thomas  Hutchinson  and  Oliver  Patridge 

Esq"^  Commiss'  for  Massachusets  Bay. 
William  Pitkin,  Roger  Wolcott  &  Elisha  Williams  Esq"  Commiss"  for 

Connecticut. 
Martin  Howard  Jun'  Esq'  a  Commiss"  for  Rhode  Island. 

The  draught  of  the  General  speech,  to  the  Six  Nations  was  further  debated,  but  not  being 
fully  concluded  upon,  the  Board  adjourned  till  10  o'clock  to  morrow  morning. 


'  I  <r  '■ 


At  a  Meeting  in  the  Court  House  at  Albany  on  Thursday  the  27"'  June  1764.  A.  M. 

Present — The  four  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  of  New  York  and  all  the  Commissioners. 

The  draught  of  the  general  speech  was  further  debated,  and  not  being  fully  concluded  upon, 
the  Board  adjourned  till  5  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

At  a  Meeting  in  the  Court  House  at  Albany  on  Thursday  the  27.  June  1754.  P.  M. 

Present — The  four  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  of  New  York  and  all  the  Commissioners. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  Commissions  or  Powers  from  the  several  Govern"  should  be 
made  part  of  the  Records  of  this  Congress. 

It  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  prefixed  to  these  Records. 

The  draught  of  the  General  Speech  was  settled.  Read  and  unanimously  approved  of,  &  is 
as  follows: 

Brethren.  I  have  invited  you  here  by  the  command  of  the  great  King  our  Common  Father, 
to  receive  a  present  from  him,  and  in  his  name  to  renew  the  ancient  Treaty  between  this  and 
all  ills  other  Govern",  and  you  our  Brethren;  and  I  have  the  pleasure  to  tell  you,  that  by  His 
Maj"'*'  order  there  are  now  present,  Commiss"  from  Massachusets  Bay,  New  Hampshire, 
Connecticut,  Rhodt  Island,  Ptnnsylvania  and  Maryland. 

Virginia  and  Carolina  likewise  desire  to  be  considered  as  present,  altho'  some  great  affairs 
which  those  Govern"  are  engaged  in,  have  prevented  their  sending  Commiss";  we  are  glad  to 
see  our  Brethren  here  in  health,  and  heartily  bid  you  welcome.  A  Belt. 


MWf 
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Brethren.  We  conaoie  you.  and  ^^  ^^^  ^::^t:::; ;:-:;:!  ^[r^z::: 

last  interview  in  this  place.  We  w,pe  away  all  tears  from  your^«ye«'^      ^^  ^^^^^^^ 
from  your  hearts,  that  you  may  speak  treely. 
Brethren,  We  com.  .o  ..re„..„ea  .„d  bngh.en  .he  ehni„  ';f;'^-3„/„',f;::2fra 

same  inviolable  and  free  from  rust,  and  we  expect  the  hke  confirmat.o>i  a ^^_^  ^^^^ 
your  part. — 

His  Honour  the  Lieut'  Gov',  explained  this  Chain  Belt  to  them  in  the  following  manner: 

s;.r:ar:n;ir:r:r:e^ 

,i„,  ,epre.e„>ed  which  draw,  u,  all  in  under  the  ^-g  o"'  — "  f-'^ '^  ^  ^,  ,..  ,.„„„,„5 
Indian  Affair,  and  i,  thereror.  enppi.ed  'j'J^" -"""^.M    Wrux*..  Seer:  for  Ind,  Aff. 

National  Castles,   vve  oesire  y     ,  „„„„v,..ii„  those  of  vour  Nation  who  now  hves  at 

your   Friends  and  relations  to  jo,n  y^;'2^''';^ll    ^^l'^  ^^^^^^  whereas 

Osweegachio.     A  brave  people  separated  from  each  other  may  y  ^  ^^^^^ 

united  they  may  live  secure  and  uninjured. 

,„„„„.    we  have  eon..  *;?:.:.:Y.  ^uTrht- l^"-'"^"--™'- '^- 
.„b.i,ti„8be,weenn,.ndyouon    Breth  ewe    a  .     g^^^^  ,™„|,Hip  »i.h  ue  ae  well  a. 

;!iT,,::::.h=;.LXr^^^^^^^ 

mad.  .he  most  expre,.  Trea.le.  wi.h  .he  English  .0  '"«  ""•'7;  „„„   „,„es,anly   .oon 

Brethren.     1.  appear,  .o  u.  that  these  measures  ^f  *»/""*  '^„j  ,^.  .everal  Indian 
Interrupt  and  destroy  all  Trade  and  intercourse  between  the  English 
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Nations  on  the  eontinent.  and  will  block  up  and  obstruct,  the  great  roads  which  have  hitherto 
la.n  open  between  you  and  your  allies,  and  Friends  «ho  live  at  a  distance 

We  want  to  know  whether  these  things  appear  to  you  in  the  same  light  as  they  do  to  us  or 
whether  the  French  taking  possession  o(  the  lands  in  your  Country  and  building  /orts  between 
the  Lake  Ene,  and  the  River  Ohio,  be  done  with  your  consent  or  approbation- 

a  large  Belt. 

Brethren.  Open  your  hearts  to  us,  deal  with  us  as  Brethren,  we  are  ready  to  consult  with 
you  how  to  scatter  these  Clouds  that  hang  over  us,  this  is  a  matter  of  so  great  weight  tl  t 
sTo  Id'l"  '°  •'''^-  '7"^'-'"g  -'y  other  airairs  till  you  have  considered  this,  least  t  ey 

should  take  away  part  of  that  attention  which  is  necessary  on  so  extraordinary  an  occasion. 

adjourned  till  to  morrow  morning  at  11  o'clock.  A  Belt. 
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At  a  Meeting  in  the  Court  House  at  Albany  Friday  the  28'"  June  1754.  A.  M. 

PRESENx-John   Chandler,  Oliver   Patridge   &  John   Worthington   Esq"   Commiss"  for 
Massachusets  Bay. 

Richard  Wibbird  Meschech  Weare  and  Henry  Sherburne  Esq"  Commiss"  for 

^ew  Hampshire. 
Roger  Wolcott  and  Elisha  Williams  Esq"  Commiss"  for  Connecticut. 
Martin  Howard  Jun'  Esq'  a  Commiss'  for  Rhode  Island. 
John  Penn  Esq'  one  of  ihe  Commiss"  for  Pennsylvania. 

The  Board  adjourned  till  6  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

At  a  Meeting  in  the  Court  house  at  Albany  Friday  afternoon  the  2S'0  June  1764. 

Phesent— The  four  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  of  New  York 
All  the  Commiss"  from  Massachusets  Bay, 
All  the  Commiss"  from  New  Hampshire. 
All  the  Commiss"  from  Connecticut, 

Stephen  Hopkins  Esq'  one  of  the  Commiss"  from  Rhode  Island. 
John  Penn,  and  Benjamin  Franklin  Esq"  from  Pensilvania. 
Benjamin  Tasker  Jun'  Esq'  one  of  the  Commiss"  from  Maryland. 

The  Committee  appointed  the  24- inst :  to  prepare  and  receive  plans  and  schemes  for  the 
union  of  the  Colonies,  presented  short  hints  of  a  scheme  for  that  purpose  of  which  copies 
were  taken  by  the  Commiss"  of  the  respective  provinces. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock. 


sarily   soon 
feral  Indian 
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A.  a  Meeting  at  the  Cou.i  hoa.e  in  Albany  en  Saturday  the  2,-  June  1764.  A.  M. 

P..a=™-Wiiiian,    Sntitl,  E.,'  one  of  the  Ceunci.  of  New  Ye,k  and  .11  .1,. 

Commissioners. 

his  Honour  while  he  delivered  the  speech. 

At  a  Meeting  in  the  Court  House  a.  Albany  on  Saturday  the  29-  June  1754.  P.  M. 

TKESHNX-Joseph  Murray.  John  Chambers  &  Will"  Smith  Es^  of  the  Council  of 
New  York 
All  the  Commiss"  from  Massachusets  Bay  ^         .    .  f„, 

Theodore    Atkinson    and    Richard  Wibbird    Esq"    Comm.ss.oners   for 

New  Hampshire. 
All  the  Commiss"  from  Connecticut. 
The  Commiss"  from  Phode  Island. 
All  the  Commiss"  from  Pennsylvania 
The  Commiss"  from  Maryland. 

T.e  Boata  l,ei„.  infe^e.  t.at  a  e„-eta.„e  N-^^^  «™,t„"a  itie'*'  -! 

iiti^Ht: „^tr"Li!u:^:=:-^:^ '"e  f;;::,::: ... ...  -«»„.«»„..  „r ... ..... 

and  .le.irea  to  gi.e  order,  lor  •''«;  "''W"'-  „„j  ^,,  f.,„„k,i„  „,„  appointed  to  »„it  on 

.:',';::::;  r:,i'i:;;."T::'  ;:;::•:  .it .,  t,.  .„iea  or  t,.  co,.ui..  ».r.  debated 

on,  but  come  to  no  conclusion. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  morning  at  9  o'clock. 

At  a  Meeting  at  the  Court  house  at  Albany  on  Monday  the  1-  July  1754.  A.  M. 

r„,sHNX-'n.e  Lieut.  Gov'  and  the  four  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  of  New  York. 
All  the  Conmuss"  for  Massachusets  B.y  except  John  (^han.iler  hs.,' 
Theodore    Atkinson   and   Henry   Sherburne   Esq"  Comuuss"   for  New 

HampHhire. 
The  Commiss"  for  Connecticut. 
The  Commiss"  for  Rhode  Island. 
AH  the  Co.v.i..i3s"  for  Pennsylvania 
The  Commiss"  for  Maryland. 

present)  wailid  on  tlit  Li.  ui  «^'"v  ,  Honour,  was  pleased 
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enquired  of  the  Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  was  informed  that  it  had  never  been 
usual  to  afford  subsistance  to  those  Indians  at  any  Treaty  in  Albany,  that  it  was  a  great 
expence  to  New  York  to  maintain  the  other  Indians,  (hat  those 'properly  belonged  to 
TarSover  '  ""'  ""'  "  "''''"'  ''  ""•  ^'^^  ''^y  should'be  supported  by 
Upon  a  Motion,  the  Records  of  Indian  affairs  of  New  York  were  sent  for.  and  it  appeared 
hat  the  R.ver  Ind.ans  have  usually  been  present  at  the  Treaties  with  the  Six  Nations,  and 
that  a  speech  has  always  been  made  to  the  said  River  Indians,  and  it  was  moved  to  the  Lieuf 
Governour  of  New  York  that  he  would  now  speak  to  them  in  the  name  of  the  Commiss"  from 
the  several  Colonies,  and  also  give  orders  for  their  support. 

His  Honour  agreed  to  the  proposal  of  speaking  to  them,  and  offered  to  give  orders  for  their 
support  but  was  pleased  to  say  that  he  expected  the  Commiss"  for  the  several  provinces  would 
contribute  to  the  charge  of  it. 

His  Honour  delivered  to  the  Board  copys  of  two  Minutes  of  Council  which  are  as  follows: 

At  a  Council  held  in  the  City  of  Albany  the  a?"-  June  1764.  P.  M. 

Present— The  Hon''''  James  de  Lancey  Esq'  Lieut'  Govern' 

M' Murray,  Coll:  Johnson,  M' Chambers,  M' Smith. 

His  Honour  being  informed  by  the  Indian  Interpretor  that  the  lower  Castle  of  the  Mohawk 
Indians  now  in  this  City,  had  some  business  to  lay  before  him,  and  desired  to  be  admitted  to 
an  Audience,  appointed  them  to  attend  at  4  o'clock  this  afternoon,  in  Council,  and  they 
attending  accordingly,  were  introduced  with  the  Interpreter. 

The  Gov'  told  them  he  was  very  glad  to  see  them,  that  he  was  now  met  in  Council  &  ready 
to  hear  what  they  had  to  say. 

Whereupon  Canadagara  their  Speaker  addressing  himself  to  his  honour  spoke  as  follows: 

Brother.  We  are  here  this  day  by  God's  will,  and  your  Honour's  order,  to  which  place  you 
have  led  us  as  it  were  by  the  hand ;  this  is  our  old  meeting  place,  where  if  we  have  any 
grievances,  we  can  lay  them  open.  You  are  lately  come  to  the  Adinir.istration,  and  we  are 
glad  to  see  you,  to  lay  our  complaints  before  you.  We  take  it  very  kind,  you  have  given  us 
this  opportunity  to  unfold  our  minds,  and  we  will  now  proceed  to  declare  our  grievances. 

Brother.  We  shall  now  open  our  minds,  and  we  beg  you  will  take  time  to  consider'what 
we  shall  say,  and  not  give  us  too  hasty  an  answer,  or  in  two  or  three  words,  and  then  turn 
your  back  upon  us.  As  you  are  a  new  Gov'  we  beg  you  will  treat  us  tenderly,  and  not  as  the 
former  Gov'  did,  who  turned  his  back  upon  us,  before  we  knew  he  intended  to  depart,  so  that 
we  had  no  opportunity  to  finish  our  business  with  him.  The  reason,  we  wish  you  would 
treat  us  in  this  tender  manner,  is,  because  this  is  the  place  where  we  are  to  expect  a  redress 
of  our  grievances,  and  we  hope  all  things  will  be  so  settled  that  we  may  part  good  friends. 

Brother.  We  told  you  a  little  while  ago.  that  we  had  an  uneasiness  on  our  minds,  and  we 
shall  now  tell  you  what  it  is  ;  it  is  concerning  our  land.  We  understand  that  there  are  writings 
for  all  our  lands,  so  that  we  shall  have  none  left  but  the  very  spot  we  live  upon  and  hardly 
that;  we  have  examined  nriiongst  the  elderly  people,  who  are  now  present,  if  they  have  sold 
any  of  it,  who  deny  ihat  they  ever  have,  and  we  earnestly  desire,  that  you  will  take  this  into 
consideration,  which  will  give  us  great  satisfaction,  and  convince  us  that  you  have  a  friendship 
Vol.  VI.  100 
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for  us;  we  dont  explain  of  those  who  h.ve  '--;^^^;;^-\;l:tS^^^^^^^^ 

whom  we  have  given  nny,  but  of  -"-/^^^^'Tl  fd  ^old  a     ut  T.  but  it  is  said  there  are 

find  we  are  very  poor,  we  [thought  we]  had  ye      r^^roua^^^^^  ^^^^  .^  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^ 

writings  for  it  all.     It  is  one  cond.t.on  of    he  anc.ent  ^™  considered  with  a 

uneasiness  on  either  side,  or  any  -^"-^^^.^^^-^^^tn,^^^^  your  side,  as  we  shall  be 

brotherly  regard,  and  we  hope  you  w.U  fulfill  that  ''^'^''^  ° 

always  r'eady  to  on  ours;  we  have  embraced  ^'-"PP^^^^^^^^^^^;^  ::r;^^^^^    Mohawks,  have 
with  regard  to  our  Castle,  and  we  are  well  assured  that  ^^e  oth«r  C^sUe  ^^^ 

complaints  of  the  same  nature  to  make,  when  they  come  d  wn      ^     h-;-^,^^.     ^y  this 
grievances,  and  the  Conajoharys  will  declare  the.rs.  but  that  we  sha^l  lea  ^^^^  ^^^ 

Lit  we  desire  you  to  consider  what  we  have  sa,  .  and  by J^-  «-«  we  y^^^^_ 

Five  Nations,  have  some  things  to  say  to  you  before  you  speak  to  them. 

The  Gov'  said  :  j„„i,„  t  wnnld  seriously  consider  of  what 

You  have  now  unbosomed  yourselves  to  me,  &  desire  I  would  ser.ous.y 

you  complain. 

To  which  the  Speaker  answered  :  ,  ,      ,  ,        .  „„„  .„k„„  ,,„  called  Kayadarosseras, 

Brother,   We  .re  .old,  a  l,r,e  T-' 0    "  >|^..  b  -      ke„  *^ 

beginning  at  ,l.e  half  Moon,  and  so  np  along  ";^;  ■«';;'  ^„„,^  ,,,  „„|,„„k.,  „„ieh 
Caeknowaga  »' Canada  e,ee  », oh  ..  ^ZlJ^::^^  .„a  .,  to  the  p.r.icnia, 
"p^lirrnVoTirUvrin^tirTo;,,,  ^n.  .„e«  a.  .o  great  a  Nu^bet  ».  caaaot 
name  them. 

^lllUeLt  '.onte  of  the  Patentee,  or  the  person.  C.in.ing  that  .an,.,  ""^  '--;-'  <^l 

halt':,,  an.,  eo„,i.,er  the  .at.er  an.,  ^^'^ -JTZr^^JZ^r^::: :!:i.U^ 
acreable  to  Justice  to  hear  both  parties,  before  a  judgement       giv 

rriendship  for  you.  I  will  do  you  all  ^^:^^:;i^^,^  D.  c.  of  the  Council 


At  a  Council  held  in  the  City  of  Albany,  the  2S"'  June  1754. 

PRESENT-The  Hon""  James  De  Lancey  Esq'  Lieuf  Gov'  ettc. 
M'  Murray.  Coll :  Johnson.  M'  Chambers  M'  bmith. 

j=:::r;;=;i:;ir7=,=x:;::=r^^ 

to  him.  they  were  introduced  with  the  luterpretor. 
Hendrick  their  .Speaker  spoke  as  follows  : 
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Brother.  We  had  a  message  from  you  some  time  ago,  to  meet  you  at  this  place  where  the 
fire  burns ;  we  of  Cor.ajahary  met  the  Messenger  you  sent  with  a  letter  at  Coll :  Johnsot  's  and 
as  soon  as  we  received  it,  we  came  down  running,  and  the  Six  Nations  are  now  here  compleat. 

The  Gov'  said : 

Brethren  of  the  Six  Nations  you  are  welcome.  I  take  this  opportunity  mvf  you  are  all 
together  to  condole  the  loss  in  the  death  of  your  friends  and  relations,  since  you  last  met  here 
and  with  this  string  of  Wampum,  I  wipe  away  your  tears,  and  take  sorrow  from  your  hearts 
that  you  may  open  your  minds  and  speak  freely.  A  String  of  Wampum. 

Hendrick  replyed : 

Brother.  We  thank  you  for  condoling  our  loss,  and  wiping  away  our  tears,  that  we  may 
speak  freely,  and  as  we  do  not  doubt,  but  you  have  lost  some  of  your  great  Men  and  friends. 
we  give  you  this  siring  of  condolence  in  return  that  it  may  remove  your  sorrow,  and  that  we 

may  both  speak  freely.  r^  ,  . 

■'  '  J  (jave  a  strmg. 

Then  Hendrick  addressing  himself  to  the  Six  Nations  said  :  Tliat  last  year  he  attended 
Coll :  Johnson  to  Onondaga,  to  do  service  to  the  King  and  their  people ;  that  Coll  :  Johnson 
told  them  a  New  Gov'  was  expected  soon,  and  they  would  then  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
him  at  Albany,  and  laying  their  grievances  before  him. 

That  the  New  Gov'  arrived  soon  after  and  scarcely  had  they  heard  of  his  arrival  but  they 
had  an  account  of  his  death,  and  that  now  he  was  glad  to  see  his  Honour,  to  whom  he  would 
declare  his  grievances  —  and  tlien  proceeded. 

Brother.  We  thought  you  would  wonder  why  we  of  Connajohary  staid  so  long,  we  shall 
now  give  you  the  reason.  Last  Summer  we  of  Connajohary  were  down  at  New  York  to  make 
ourcon.pla.nts.  and  we  then  thought  the  Coven' Chain  was  broken,  because  we  were  neglected; 
and  when  you  neglect  business,  the  French  take  advantage  of  it,  for  they  are  never  quiet. 

It  seemed  to  us  that  the  (;()v'  had  turned  his  back  upon  the  Five  Ni.tians,  as  if  they  were  no 
more,  whereas  the  French  are  doing  all  in  their  power  to  draw  us  over  to  them. 

We  told  the  Gov'  last  summer,  we  blamed  him  for  the  neglect  of  the  Five  Nations,  and  at 
the  same  time  we  told  him,  the  French  were  drawing  the  Five  Nations  away  to  Osweegachie 
owing  to  that  neglect,  which  might  iiave  been  prevented,  if  proper  use  had  been  made  of  that 
warning,  but  now  we  are  nflVaid  it  is  too  late.  We  remember  how  it  was  in  former  times 
when  we  were  a  strong  an.l  powerful  people,  Coll :  Schuyler  used  frequently  to  come  among 
us,  and  by  this  means  we  were  kept  together. 

lirother.  We  the  Mohawks  are  in  very  dillicult  circumstances,  and  are  blamed  for  things 
behind  our  backs  which  we  dont  deserve.  Last  Summer  when  we  went  up  with  Coll :  Johnson 
to  Onondaga,  and  he  made  his  speech  to  the  Five  Nations,  the  Five  Nations  said,  ihev  liked 
ins  speech  very  well,  but  that  the  Mohawks  had  made  it.  We  are  looked  upon  by  the  other 
Nations,  as  Coll :  Johnson's  Councellors,  and  supposed  to  hear  all  news  froir.  him,  which  is  not 
the  case;  for  Coll :  Johnson  does  not  receive  from,  or  impart  much  v.K,wa  to  us ;  this  is  our 
r.^ison  for  staying  l)ehind,  for  if  we  had  come  first,  the  other  Nations  would  have  said,  that 
we  made  the  (Jov"  speech,  and  therefore  I  ho'  we  were  resolved  to  come,  we  intended  the 
other  nations  should  go  before  us,  lat  they  might  hear  the  Gov"  speech,  which  we  could 
hear  allerwardx. 

There  are  some  of  our  IVople  who  have  large  open  Kars  and  talk  a  little  broken  English 
nnd  Dutch,  so  that  they  sometimes  hear  what  is  said  by  the  Christian  settlers  near  them,  and 
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.,t.s  ™eanswe  ca.e  to  understana   t.at  we  -J-^t7irwe^t.:e^M:L'ra:;te 
therefore  sUid  behind.     Tis  true,  and  known  ^  -  e-    .  d  t  m   w  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^ 

head  of  all  the  other  Nations;  here  tliey  are,  and  they  must  "^n      ' 
prl^e  we  Connajoharys  staid  behind,  but  for  the  reasons  we  have  already  gwen. 

His  Honour  answered :  ^  g^^jyej  behind, 

Brethren  of  Connajohary  -You  '^^  "^.J;  '^  ".^;,'',  "T;  havl   been  before.     I  am 

neither  of  us  or  your  l*''^^^^''"  °;  jealousies  from  amongst  us. 

'■^°"^  °"'-  '^"'"''-  a  true  copy.  Exam"  by  G.  Banvah.  [D.  C  of  y«  C. ] 

^    thnt  n  Committee  should  be  appointed  to  draw  up  a  representation  of 
A  motion  was  made  that  a  Committee  siiou.  i  Gentlemen  who  were 

■"Ce  pL:  STu'I:  tr  .tcZr:™™  d.ba.ea  ^.u  .U.  Boara  ca.=  .o  no  r..o„e.  upon  U. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to  morrow  morning. 

At  a  meeting  in  the  Court  House  at  Albany  on  Tuesday  the  2-  July  1754.  A.  M. 

ruKSKNT- All  the  Commiss"  from  Massachusets  Bay.  New  Hampshire,  Connecticut. 
Rhode  Island,  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland. 

Me,  .he  debate,  held  on  .he  plan  o.  an  Union.  U  wa.  n,.ved,  ''  '^'J^J,,!™!';.''""' 
adjourned  to  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 


At  a  meeting  as  aforesaid  on  Tuesday  the  2"-  July  1754.  P.  M. 


fh:.:,.ral  Go..™-  on  .he  con.in.n.  .herein  n„n,ed,  -a.  read  and  ,.  a.  follow.. 


M 
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Abraham,  a  Sachem  of  the  upper  Castle  of  the  Mohawks  rose  up  and  said. 
Brethren.— You  the  Gov'  of  New  York  and  the  Commiss"  of  the  other  Govern"  are  you 
ready  to  hear  us? 

The  Gov'  replyed  they  were  all  ready. 

Then  Hendrick  brother  to  the  said  Abrahanv,  &  a  Sachem  of  the  said  Castle,  rose  up,  and 
spoke  on  behalf  of  the  Six  Nations  as  follows: 

Brethren — Just  now  you  told  us,  you  were  ready  to  hear  us,  hearken  to  me. 

Brother  Corlaer,  and  brothers  of  the  other  Govern" 

Saturday  last  you  told  us  that  you  came  here  by  order  of  the  Great  King  our  common 
Father,  and  in  his  name,  to  renew  the  ancient  chain  of  friendship  between  this  and  the  other 
Govern"  on  the  Continent  and  us,  the  Six  united  Nations;  and  you  said  also  that  there  were 
then  present.  Commissioners  from  Massachusets  Bay,  New  Hampshire,  Connecticut,  Rhode 
Island,  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  and  that  Virginia  and  Carolina  desired  to  be  considered 
also  as  present. 

We  rejoyce  that  by  the  King's  Orders  we  are  all  met  here  this  day,  and  are  glad  to  seo  each 
other  face  to  face;  We  are  very  thankful  for  the  same,  and  we  leak  upon  the  Gov"  of  South 
Carolina  &  Virginia  as  also  present.  Gave  a  Belt. 

Brethren.  We  thank  you  in  the  most  hearty  manner  for  your  condolence  to  us,  we  also 
condole  all  your  friends  and  Relations,  who  have  died  since  our  last  meeting  here. 

Gave  3.  strings  of  Wampum. 

Brethren,  (holding  the  Chain  Belt  given  by  his  Honour  and  the  several  Govern"  in  his 
hand)  We  return  you  all  our  grateful  acknowledgements  for  renewing  and  brightening  the 
covenant  Chain.  This  Chain  Belt  is  of  very  great  importance  to  our  united  Nations,  and  all 
our  Allies,  we  will  tii.refore  take  it  to  Onondaga,  where  our  Council  Fire  always  burns,  and 
keep  it  so  securely  that  neither  Thunder  nor  Lightning  shall  break  it;  there  we  will  consult 
over  it,  and  as  we  have  lately  added  two  links  it,  so  we  will  use  our  endeavours  to  add  as  many 
more  [links]  to  it  as  lyes  in  our  power;  and  we  hope  when  you  show  this  Belt  again,  we  shall 
give  you  reason  to  rejoyce  at  it,  by  your  seeing  the  vacancys  in  it  filled  up  (referring  to  His 
Honour's  explanations  of  it  in  the  general  speech)  In  the  mean  time  we  desire,  that  you  will 
strengthen  yourselves,  and  bring  as  many  into  this  Covenant  Chain  as  you  possibly  can.— 

We  do  now  solemnly  renew  and  brighten  the  Covenant  Chain  with  our  Brethren  here 
present,  and  all  our  other  absent  Brethren  on  the  Continent, 

Brethren.  As  to  the  accounts  you  have  heard  of  our  living  dispersed  from  each  other  'tis 
very  t;ue. 

We  have  several  times  endeavoured  to  draw  off  those  our  Brethren  who  are  settled  at 
Osweegatie  but  in  vain,  for  the  Gov'  of  Canada  is  like  a  wicked  deluding  spirit;  however,  as 
you  desire  we  shall  persist  in  our  endeavours. 

Your  have  asked  us  the  reason  of  our  living  in  this  dispersed  manner.  The  reason  is,  your 
neglecting  us  for  these  three  years  past  (then  taking  a  slick  and  throwing  it  behind  his  back) 
you  have  thus  thrown  us  behind  your  back,  and  disregarded  us,  whereas  the  French  are  a 
subtle  and  vigilant  people,  ever  using  their  utmost  endeavours  to  seduce  and  bring  our  people 
over  to  them.—  Gave  a  Belt. 
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Brethren.  As  to  the  encroachments  of  the  French,  and  what  you  have  «»'d  to  us  on  that 
arUde  behalf  of  the  King  our  Father,  as  these  matters  were  '-^.  ^^  "-;;;:! ^ 
importance,  so  we  have  made  a  strickt  enquiry  amongst  all  our  people,  if  any  "f  t^^J"  Z 
:i:;  soMor  given  the  French  leave  to  build  the  ^^^^  ^^ -^^e^rh  h^e  ^n:  ither 
that  either  any  sale  has  been  made,  or  leave  has  been  given,  but  the  French  go 

"r  U  r  ''T::;':^^:X^rZ  Sr^:?  C^r .  both  cuarremng  about  l^ds 
J:r:Z^^:::^  :^  a%a;i  as  ..may  end  in  our  ^e^J-- ,  -yfight  v.o  .^ 
have  the  land.     The  Gov"  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  have  made  patK    .■      ou.  y 

to  Trade  and  built  houses  without  acquainting  us  with  it,  they  should     •  asked 

consent  to  build  there,  as  was  done  when  Oswego  was  built.-  -^     ' 

Brethren.  It  is  v.ry  true  as  you  told  us  that  the  Clouds  hang  heavy  over  us.  and  'tis  not 
vefyP  isant  to  loo  Jup,  but  wl  give  you  this  Belt  (giving  a  Belt)  to  c  ear  away  a  ICl^^^^^^ 
tha[  we  may  all  live  in  bright  sunshine,  and  keep  together  in  strict  union  and  friendship, 

^^ir 'r  Tr  t:::;'::^::  Tz.y  ...e ...  r.e  of  Fn^dship  .ways  u.d 

to  rrind  I  now  three  years  since  we  have  been  -''^^^  ^^^  ':  th':.::  n^.   ry^^iJc;; 
true  there  are  Commiss"  here,  but  they  have  never  invited  us  to    "^"'^'^  r^'V'    '^^^;  \J         ^^ 
they  mean  the  Commiss"  had   never  invited  them  to  any  conference),  but  ^l^^     "^''"^  °^ 
C  undTcome  frequently  and  smoak  here,  which  is  for  the  sake  of  their  Beaver,  but  we  ha^ 
U;   1     m     nTng  t^  FreLh  Indians)  we  have  not  as  yet  confirmed  the  peace  wit     l.em.  JZj 
XJ^BrecL  tHat  .e  are  not  stren,,k.ne,  l.j  con,ues,  for  .e  .ould  ha.e  ,one  an^  U^enCo.n^ 
Point  but  van  hhidncd  us;  we  had  concluded  to  go  and  take  it,  but  we  were  told  it  was  loo  late, 
J  1  IC'  t:L;..;  instead  of, Ms,  you  burnt  your  own  Forts  at  Seragb.ga  andrunjay^ 
fro.  it,  wHicU  w..  a  skarne  ^  a  scandal  to  you.     LooJc  al.ut  ^^^^  ^^""^.f^^;^;,  J.X 
Fortif  cations  about  you,  no,  not  even  to  this  City,  tis  but  one  Step  from  Canada  lather,  and  the 

^"Z^r^:l'Z^::'X^Z.  the  bottom  of  our  hearts,  and  we  shaU^cIo^. 
Loo;:lbout-you  and  see  all  these  houses  full  of  Beaver,  and  the  money^s  aU  gone  to  Canada, 
likewise  powder,  lead  and  guns,  which  the  French  now  make  use  of  at  Oh  o. 

Brethre...     The  goods  which  go  from  hence  to  Oswego,  go  from  thence  to 
further  enr.bles  the  French  to  carry  on  their  designs  at  the  Ohio. 

Brethren.  You  were  desirous  that  we  should  open  our  minds,  and  our  hearts  to  yo",  'ooK 
at  thrFrJ::ch,  they  are  Men,  they  are  fortifying  everywhere-but,  we  are  ashamed  to  say  it, 
you  are  all  like  women  bare  and  open  without  any  fortifications. 

Here  Hendrick  ended  his  speech,  his  Brother  Abraham  then  rose  up  &  said : 
Brethren.   We  would  let  you  know,  what  was  our  desire  three  years  ago  when  C    i  ^Joh    on 
h.id  down  the  management  of  Indian  Affairs,  which  gave  us  grea   u—^^^^^^ 
tol.l  us.  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  continue  him.  but  that  he  would  consult  ^^^h  the  Count 
1    Nevv  York   that  he  was  going  over  to  England  and  promised  to  recommend  our  desire   ha 
^.'::I::o;  slllll  have^he^nanage,nent  of  Indian  A^iirs  to  the  King     .a^  .  new  Co 
u.ight  have  power  to  reinstate  him;  we  long  waited  in  ^''^^^f!^.^^^^^^^^^^ 
,.eting  no  more  of  it.  we  embrac.  this  OPP;--;^^  ^  l^^^^^  ^^S::t^  1  have 
all  our  Brethren  here  present,  and  desire  them  that  Loll.  Jonnson  may 
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the  Management  of  Indian  AflTairs,  for  we  all  lived  happy,  whilst  they  were  under  his 
management,  for  we  love  him,  and  he  us,  and  he  has  always  been  our  good,  and  trusty  Friend. 
Brethren.  I  forgot  something.  We  think  our  request  about  Coll :  Johnson,  which  Gov' 
Clinton  promised  to  carry  to  the  King  our  Father  is  drowned  in  the  sea.  The  fire  here  is 
burnt  out,  and  (turning  his  face  to  the  New  York  Commiss"  of  Indian  Affairs  at  Albany  who 
were  there  present)  desired  them  to  take  notice  of  what  he  said. 

Which  answer  from  the  Indians  was  debated  paragraph  by  paragraph,  and  those  Gentlemen 
who  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  prepare  a  General  speech  the  le"-  ult :  were  now  appointed 
to  draw  up  a  reply. 

Adjourned  till  to  morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock. 

At  a  Meeting  in  the  Court  House  at  Albany  on  Wednesday  the  3'^  July  1754.  A.  M. 

Present — John  Chambers  and  William  Smith  Esq"  of  the  Council  of  New  York. 

Samuel   Welles,   John   Chandler  and   Oliver  Patridge   Esq"  Commiss"  from 

Massachusets  Bay. 
Theodore  Atkinson  and  Richard  Wibbird  Esq"  Commiss"  from  New  Hampshire 
[  The  Commissioners  from  Connecticutt] 
Martin  Howard  [  Jun']  Esq™  a  Commiss'  from  Rhode  Island. 
All  the  Commiss"  from  Pennsylvania. 
Benjamin  Tasker  Esq'  one  of  the  Commiss"  from  Maryland. 

A  draught  of  the  reply  proposed  to  be  made  to  the  speech  of  the  6  Nations  of  the  1"  inst 
which  the  Committee  appointed  yesterday  afternoon  had  drawn  up,  was  read. 

M'  Chambers  desired  to  carry  it  to  His  Honour  the  Lieut»  Gov'  for  his  opinion  —  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Took  their  seats  at  the  Board. 

His  Honour  the  Lieut'  (jov' 

Joseph  Murray  and  William  Johnson  Esq"  of  the  Council  of  New  York. 

Thomas  Hutchinson  and  John  Worthington  Esq"  Commiss"  for  Massachusetts 

Bay. 
Meschech  Weare  and  Henry  Sherburn  Esq"  Commiss"  for  New  Hampshire. 
Stephen  Hopkins  Esq'  one  of  the  Commiss"  for  Rhode  Island. 
.     Abraham  Barnes  Esq'  one  of  the  Commiss"  from  Maryland. 

His  Honour  laid  before  the  Board  several'  matters,  which  he  proposed  to  be  inserted  in  the 
Reply  to  be  maue  to  the  Six  Nations,  which  together  with  the  draught  from  the  Committee 
w^as  read  and  debated. 

The  Commiss"  from  Pennsylvania  also  laid  before  the  Board  an  addition  in  behalf  of  their 
province  and  proposed  it  to  be  added  to  the  Reply.  The  Commiss"  from  Massachusets,  New 
Hampshire  and  Conneciicut,  proposed  also  some  additions. 

These  several  draugiits  being  read  &  considered  the  following  reply  to  the  Six  Nations  was 
agreed  upon  by  the  Board. 


'  oertAin,  Johnton  Manmeripts,  I.  —  Ki>. 
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Chain  of  friendship,  we  wish  the  further  exteniwii  wi  ". 

endeavours  for  that  purpose.  j  „j  |,„pe  t|,nt 

Brethren.    We  are  [.ery]  sorry  that  any  negleet  ''"7""  7""  "/b,  „eenyou  niiJ  any 

nothing  of  that  kind  wil,  happen  hereafter.  °; -'■^Xtsw      ".' re  ^  a  not  one' hougiit  ha. 

:rr;n=inrfr:;^r 

r  ■;r„r^r  tr  jr:r ::  ':^.  1^:;::-  p,ea,an.  o. «,  sides  r„r 

the  future. 

Brethren.    We  gladly  understand  that  you  B-  no  -te^  ^^^^  r/^Jt teS 

to  Ohio,  and  have  entered  on  your  lands,  they  are  'I^Jf/^  J^^  ^°::^^^  it  for  you ; 

you  did  put  this  land  under  the  ^-g  our  tather.  he  is  now  takn  g^^^^^^  t  P                    ^^^^  .^ 

which  we  ever  did.  and  do  still  acknowledge  to  belong    °  J"^'    ;°  ^  Jj      ,y^^^ 
King  of  Great  Brittain's  Dominions,  and  under  h,s  P'f '^^'""V ^/'l^^^f^^^'J^  ^.^y  did  carry 
where,  their  designs  to  build  Forts  and  drive  -^y  ^^«  ^ngl  sh  T^^d      '  ^  ;  ^y  .7 

them  into  execution  by  seizing  the  Traders,  and  did  last  year  actually 

Lar  the  account  he  gives,  and  that  will  set  this  matter  m  a  true  l.ght. 

M'  Weiser  was  to  say  as  follows  :  frequented  Road  ;]  the 

.  — •  J^.r  err  ed  ^^^^j-x::^:::^^:;. ::; 

f„    °iou   .0  them,  a.  to  his  suhjec...  and  that  they  might  "«■  «'""»" ',^^^'^;„„,„  „,„,  „,.... 
'"V  was  thought  the  interview  .igh.  best  he  |,.id^a..oa,epia^^^^ 

hostile  proceedings  were  carried  on;  His  Maj"  likewise  o.dcrea     p 
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as  a  further  t  ken  of  his  affection  for  them.  Accordingly  M'  Weiser  in  1750.  was  sent  to 
Ouondagu  by  the  Gov'  of  Virginia,  and  invited  the  Indians  to  come,  and  treat  at  Fredericitsburgh 
in  that  Province,  and  receive  the  King's  present,  but  could  not  prevail.  The  Gov'  of  Virginia 
finding  the  French  still  continuing  their  hostilities  sent  Commiss"  in  1751.  to  the  Indians  at 
Ohio,  and  delivered  them  the  King's  present,  and  by  a  Belt  of  Wampum  proposed,  that  a 
strong  house  might  be  built  near  the  mouth  of  the  Mohongahela,  for  their  mutual  protection  ; 
the  Indians  made  answer,  thattliey  were  well  pleased  with  the  proposal,  and  would  send  that 
Belt  to  Onondaga,  and  joyn  one  of  their  own  to  it.  Nothing  was  heard  of  this  Belt,  and  the 
last  year  the  French  invaded  the  Country  of  Ohio,  with  a  strong  hand,  whereupon  the  Indians 
residing  there,  your  flesh  &  blood,  sent  repeated  messages  to  the  Gov'  of  Virginia,  to  send  his 
young  Men  to  their  Assistance,  but  he  being  a  person  of  great  forethought  and  prudence  still 
forbore  to  do  it,  and  instead  thereof  sent  two  Messages  by  M'  Andrew  Mentour,  to  Onondaga, 
for  your  advice  how  to  act.  It  happened  that  no  Council  could  be  called  at  either  time,  the 
Chiefs  of  Onondaga,  desired  M'  Mentour  to  tell  their  Brother  the  Gov'  of  Virginia,  to  act 
cautiously,  and  let  the  French  strike  the  first  blow. 

The  French  then  coming  nearer  and  nearer,  Tanacharisson  (otherwise  called  the  Half  King) 
was  sent  to  them  by  the  united  Nations  at  Ohio,  together  with  the  Shawanese  and  Delawares 
to  forewarn  them  off  their  land,  in  the  mean  time  other  chiefs  of  these  several  Nations  came  to 
V  irginia  and  Pennsylvania,  and  told  us  what  they  had  agreed  upon,  in  Council,  to  wit :  that 
they,  the  rest  of  the  Chiefs  should  come  to  us  and  desire  us  to  call  our  people  from  over  the 
Aleghany  Hills,  to  prevent  bloodshed  between  the  English  and  French;  but  when  these  Indians 
returned,  and  found  that  the  French  paid  no  regard  to  their  warning,  but  told  them  positively, 
that  if  they  opposed  their  taking  posession  of  that  Country,  they  would  cut  them  off.  they  sent 
repeated  Messages  to  the  Gov"  of  I'ennsylvania  and  Virginia,  to  apprize  them  of  their,  ti^.e 
Indians  immediate  danger,  telling  them  they  would  find  nothing  but  the  ashes  of  their  houses 
and  their  bones,  if  they  did  not  forthwith  send  warrlours  and  build  them  a  house  to  fly  to, 
having  a  late  example  before  their  eyes,  in,  that  the  French  had  fallen  upon  their  brethren  the 
Tweeghtwees  on  a  sudden  and  killed  them  in  their  houses  as  well  as  some  English  who 
were  then  Trading  with  them. 

On  this  melancholy  account  the  Gov'  of  Virginia  agreable  to  the  request  of  the  Indians  sent 
people  to  build  a  house  at  the  mouth  of  Mohongahela,  but  before  they  had  finished  it,  the 
French  came  down  the  River,  with  a  Thousand  Men  and  18  cannon,  and  told  the  people  who 
were  building  it,  and  were  but  forty  four  in  number,  that  they  might'  either  fight  or  give  up 
posession,  which  last  they  were  obliged  to  do,  on  account  of  the  superior  force  of  the  French. 

Brethren.  This  is  the  truth,  which  we  have  thought  proper  to  relate  so  particularly,  that 
the  prudent  and  cautious  conduct  of  Virginia  might  be  known  to  the  Six  Nations.  As  to 
Pennsylvania,  they  have  never  sent  a  warriour,  or  built  a  Fort  at  Ohio.  This  Belt  is  given  to 
confirm  what  is  said,  and  that  you  may  remember  what  has  been  now  related  to  you.     A  Belt. 

Here  M'  Weiser's  relation  ends. 


Brethren.  You  told*  us  we  are  open  and  defenceless,  we  are  consulting  how  far  it  will  be 
necessary  to  fortify  our  frontiers,  at  the  same  time  we  expect  you  t.-^ke  care  to  keep  your 
people  from  going  over  to  the  French. 


'  must.  Johnion  Manuncripti,  I. 


'  tell.  Ibid.  —  Ed. 
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We  are  able  when  united  with  you  to  resist  any  force  the  French  and  their  Allies,  can  bring 

against  us. 

(The  following  paragraphs  were  to  be  spoken  by  the  Gov'  of  New  York  in  his  own  name) 
Brethren.    You  have  told  me,  that  this  is  the  place  of  Treaty ;  that  'tis  now  three  years  ago 

since  you  were  asked  to  smoake  a  pipe  here;  that  there  are  Commiss"  but  they  have  never 

invited  you  to  smoak  with  them.  ,       .     .  ,  . 

It  was  their  duty  on  their  appointment  to  acquaint  you  with  it.  and  to  inv.  e  you  to  smoak 
with  them  to  rekindle  the  fire,  which  was  then  almost  extinguished,  and  if  they  had  done  it 
earlier,  and  before  I  sent  them  directions  it  would  have  been  very  agreable  to  me. 

Brethren.  You  say  the  houses  i^ere  are  full  of  Beaver;  tliis  is  a  Trading  place,  and  the 
Merchants  have  a  right  to  traffick  for  Beaver  or  other  skins,  which  they  sometimes  pay  for  m 
goods  and  sometimes  in  money,  but  as  to  what  you  say  about  Guns,  and  powder  being  sold  to 
the  French,  I  have  made  all  the  enquiry  I  could  into  this  matter,  and  am  assured  you  are 
misinformed,  for  that  neither  guns  nor  powder  are  sold  by  any  persons  nere  to  the  I' rench. 

Brethren.— You  tell  me  that  whilst  Coll:  Johnson  had  the  management  of  Indian  attaira 
you  all  lived  happy,  that  you  loved  him  and  he  you,  and  that  he  has  always  been  your  good 
and  Trusty  friend ;  I  am  very  sensible  you  had  good  reason  to  look  upon  him,  in  this  light  and 
fully  convinced  that  he  is  still  your  Friend,  but  as  this  is  the  place  where  the  ancient  fire  was 
kindled  which  was  nearly  burnt  out,  &  as  Coll:  Johnson  for  some  reasons  declined  the 
management  of  Indian  Aflairs,  it  was  thought  proper  to  rekindle  the  fire  here,  by  appointing 
Commiss"  whom  I  shall  direct  to  receive  and  consult  with  you,  upon  all  busmess  that  may 
concern  our  mutual  interests,  and  [IJ  expeo.  that  you  will  for  the  fu.ure  apply  to  them  according 
to  the  Custom  of  your  forefathers,  to  tell  your  news,  and  in  return  to  recene  from  them  what 
shall  be  thought  necessary  to  be  imported  to  you,  and  I  will  give  them  directions  that  they 
treat  you,  with  the  affection  due  to  you  as  Brethren.  I  will  make  tryal  of  them  another  year, 
and  if  you  do  not  meet  with  the  kind  treatment  you  have  a  right  to  expect,  complain  to 
this  Govern'  and  effectual  measures  f  ;all  be  taken  for  your  satisfaction.       Gave  a  Belt. 

( The  following  was  to  be  spoken  by  M'  Killogg  I[n]terpreter  from  Massachusets  Bay). 

Brethren.  We  have  agreed  to  tell  all  News,  &  take  CoupHI  together,  we  car,  not  part  till 
we  have  told  you  the  News  from  New  England,  tho'  at  a  considerable  distance  from  you,  The 
French  have  the  same  bad  designs  there,  as  well  as  at  Ohio,  they  are  very  fond  to  get 
Kennybeck  River;  we  have  news  of  their  beginning  a  Fort  at  the  head  of  that  River;  a  priest 
of  theirs  has  built  a  house  a  great  way  down  that  River,  Governour  Shirley  has  raised  800  Men, 
and  is  gone  down  to  drive  them  away  and  to  bui'd  an  English  Fort  at  the  head  or  far  up  the 
said  River  Kennybeck.  We  have  news  also  that  he  French  are  building  a  Fort  up  Conecticut 
River  northward  of  Cowass;  the  Gov'  of  New  Hampshire  has  now  sent  a  Comp^-  of  Men  up 
that  River  to  enquire  into  that  fact,  and  if  true  to  drive  them  immediately  off  In  another 
part  of  the  Govern'  of  New  Hampshire  a  number  of  the  S'  Francis  Indians,  have  lately  taken 
[  family  consisting  of  a  Man  and  his  wife  and  three  Children,  and  carryed  them  into  captivity 
from  an  out  settlement  on  Merrisraack  River,  and  this  contrary  to  their  solemn  engagements 
at  a  Treaty  held  with  them. 


^ 


can  bring 

?n  uame ) 
years  ago 
we  never 

to  smoak 
d  done  it 

,  and  the 
say  for  in 
ng  sold  to 
d  you  are 
ranch, 
ian  afftiirs 
pur  good 
i  light  and 
it  fire  was 
;lined  the 
ippointing 
i  that  may 

according 
ihem  what 

that  they 
jther  year, 
omplain  to 
lelt. 

Bay), 
lot  part  till 
you,  The 
>nd  to  get 
3r;  a  priest 
d  800  Men, 
far  up  the 
Conecticut 
of  Men  up 
In  another 
itelY  taken 
to  captivity 
igagements 


s 


LONDON  DOCUMENTS:    XXXI.  o^r 

We  have  al«o  news  that  a  number  of  Indians  had  murdered  twer.ty  one  English  Fishern.en 

The  Board  then  adjourned  till  to  morrow  morns  at  9  o'clock. 

At  a  meeting  in  t.e  Court  house  at  Albany  on  Thursday  the  4-  July  1754.  A.  M. 

PRESENT-The  four  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  of  New  York 
All  the  Commiss"  for  tlie  several  Govern" 

V 

At  a  meeting  as  above  on  Thursday  the  4*  July  1764.  p.  m. 
Present— All  the  Commiss"  for  the  several  Govern" 

The  plan  for  a  Union  was  further  considered  but  no  resolves  made  thereupon. 

The  Board  rece.vmg  a  message  from  His  Honour  the  Lieut'  Gov'  cf  New  York  that  the 
In^.ans  were  seated  in  order  to  .peak  to  h.s  Honour  and  th.  Commiss"  the  Bold  adt  n  d  o 
9  o  clock  to  morrow  morning  and  waited  upon  ttie  Gov'.  adjourned  to 

At  a  meeting  in  the  Court  house  at  Albany  on  Friday  the  5'-  July  1754.  A.  M. 
Present— All  the  Commiss"  for  the  several  Govern" 

The  rejoinder  of  the  Six  Nations  spoke  yesterday  afternoon  was  read,  to  the  Board  and 
ordered  o  be  mu>uted  as  follows:  (The  following  speech  is  chieily  a  Re  oL  r  to  th  re.  ' 
made  to  the  Six  Nations  on  the  3"^  inst:)  ^^ 

Brother  of  New  York-Brethren  of  the  several  Govern-.-We  on  our  side  are  equallv 
as  much  rejoiced  as  you  have  expressed   yourselves  on  the  renewing  and   birniT  the 

aiL'lt^AT  '''  "'"'  "'  ""^'T  "^"^^  '°'^  "^  ''''''^'^y  ^^•'^^-g  t°  "-  Commiss"  of  Indian 
affairs  at  Albany  we  are  much  obliged  to  him  for  his  promise  to  direct  them  to  take  due 
not,ce  ,f  us  for  the  future,  that  he  will  try  them  for  one  year  longer,  and  for  giving  us  eav'o 
acquamt  th.s  Govern',  if  they  do  not  treat  us  as  Brethren  g     "g  "s  leav..  to 

Brethren.     We  have  told  the  Gov'  of  New  York  how  Col! :  Johnson  has  behnved  to  us,  and 

Of  Indian  Affairs,  if  he  fails  v.s,  we  die- -however  we  agree  to  what  the  Gov'  has  proposed  to 
US-he  IS  Master  of  all  to  do  what  he  pleases,  and  we  submit  the  whole  afflur  to  him 

Gave  a  Belt. 

nnt'rT*  ..T'  '''  7'^  "^'"'''■"'  '°  '^''  ^'"S  °"^  ^'"^''«'-  '■"^  °^^^""S  Commiss"  from  so 
n^any  Govern"  to  meet  here  in  order  to  enquire  into  all  matters  relating  to  Ms  and  to  put  every 
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thing  upon  [a]  right  footing.     We  rejoice  that  we  have  opened  our  hearts  to  each  other,  and 
we  return  the  Gov'  and  all  the  Commiss"  from  the  several  Govern"  our  thanks  for  the  same. 

Brethren.  Some  time  ago  the  King  our  Father  sent  a  present  to  the  Gov'  of  V.rgnua,  who 
sent  a  Messenger  to  the  Six  Nations  that  we  should  come  down  to  Virginia  and  ™«/t,  l)ut 
we  could  not  come;  we  have  since  been  informed  that  the  present  was  sent  to  Oh,o  (he 
speaker  then  proceeded  to  repeat  the  substance  of  what  was  said  to  them  yesterday  on  the 
part  of  the  Govern"  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  by  their  Interpreter  M'  We.ser )  We  allow 
that  the  Road  from  Pennsylvania  to  Ohio  is  no  new  Road,  but  has  been  travelled  these  thirty 

years  by  the  Traders.  tj    *v,       i  *■ 

We  thank  the  Gov'  of  Virginia  for  assisting  the  Indians  at  Ohio,  who  are  our  Brethren    « 

Allies,  and  we  approve  of  the  Gov'  of  Pennsylvania's  not  having  hitherto  intermeddled  in  this 

affair,  he  is  a  wise  and  prudent  Man,  and  will  know  his  own  time. 

We  return  the  Gov'  of  New  York,  and  all  the  other  Govern"  our  most  hearty  thanks  (here 

the  Speaker  made  bows  to  his  Honour  and  all  the  Commias")  for  the  promise  of  protection 

given  us,  of  our  lands,  and  the  acknowledgement  that  the  right  of  selling  it  is  m  us. 

°  Gave  a  Belt. 

Brethren.  We  put  you  in  mind  in  our  former  speech  of  the  defenceless  state  of  your  Frontiers, 
particularly  of  this  City  [,  of  Schenectady-]  and  of  the  Country  of  the  Five  Nations.  You  toldus  yesterday 
you  were  consulting  about  securing  both,  yourselves  ^  us.  We  beg  you  mil  resolve  upon  something  speeddy. 
You  are  not  safe  from  danger  one  day.  The  French  have  their  hatchet  in  their  hands,  both,  at  Una 
and  in  ttvo  places  in  New  England.  We  dont  know  but  this  very  night  they  may  attack  us.  One  oj  Ike 
principal  reasons  why  we  desire,  you  will  be  speedy  in  these  matters  is,  that  since  Coll:  Johnson  Ms  been 
in  this  City,  there  has  been  a  French  Indian  at  his  house,  who  took  measure  of  the  wall  round  U  and 
made  very  narrow  observations  on  every  thing  thereabouts.  We  think  him  (Coll:  Johnson)  m  very  great 
danger,  because  the  French  tvill  take  more  than  ordinary  pains  either  to  kill  him,  or  to  take  him  prisoner, 
upon  account  of  his  great  interest  among  us,  and  being  also  one  of  the  Five  Nations  (Coll:  Johnson 
is  one  of  their  Sachems).     Upon  this  they  gave  four  strings  of  Wampum. 

(The  Board  having  ordered  this  Rejoynder  of  the  Six  Nations  to  be  only  so  far  recorded  in 
their  proceeding,  the  remainder  of  their  said  rejoynder  is  by  order  of  his  Honour  the  Lieut' 
Gov'  supplied  after  this  manner  from  the  Records  of  Indian  Affairs,  that  these  proceedings  of 
the  Congress  may  compleat  all  that  passed  at  the  publick  conferences  with  the  Indians.  The 
remainder  of  their  said  speech  is  as  follows : )  j  ,      , 

Brethren.  There  is  an  affair  about  which  our  hearts  tremble  and  our  minds  are  deeply 
concerned ;  this  is  the  selling  of  Rum  in  our  Castles.  It  destroys  many  both,  of  our  old  and 
young  people.  We  request  of  all  the  Govern"  here  present,  that  it  may  be  forbidden  to  carry 
any  of  it  amongst  the  Five  Nations. 

Brethren.  We  are  in  great  fears  about  this  Rum,  it  may  cause  murder  on  both  sides.  We 
dont  want  it  to  be  forbid  to  be  sold  us  in  Albany,  but  that  none  may  be  brought  to  our  Castles. 
The  Cayouges  now  declare  in  their  own  name,  that  they  will  not  allow  any  Rum  to  be  brought 
up  their  River,  and  those  who  do  must  take  the  consequences. 

Brethren.  We  the  Mohawks  of  both  Castles  have  also  one  request  to  make,  which  is,  that 
the  people  wiio  are  settled  round  about  us  may  not  be  suffered  to  sell  our  people  Rum  ;  it 
keeps  them  all  poor,  makes  tiien,  idle  &  wicked ;  if  they  have  any  money  or  goods  they  lay 

'  KelatioDi.  Johnton  Manutcripti,  I.        'b. 
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it  all  out  in  Rum  it  destroys  virtue  and  the  progress  of  Religion  amongst  us.     (the  lower  Castle 

of  the  Mohawks  have  a  Chapel  and  an  English  Missionary  belonging  to  it)  '"^"^"^''^ 

We  have  a  friendly  request  to  make  to  the  Gov' and  all  the  Commiss"  here  present  that 

hey  W.11  help  us  to  bu, Id  a  Church  at  Connojohary,  and  that  we  may  have  a  Bell'in  i    w   "h 

ogether  w.th  the  puttmg  a  stop  to  the  selling  of  Rum.  will  tend  to  make  us  Rel^  'ul  a„S 

lead  better  lives  than  we  do  now.  ^cugiuuH  ana 

the^rn!r"'h  ^'  ^ZT"^  '""I'^  "P'"^*^  ""■■  ^'''''  *°  y°"  '^'^P'  «bout  the  land  belonging  to 
U^^e  Canno  oharys  wh.ch  caused  us  to  go  down  to  New  York  last  year.     The  Gov'  know!  what 
our  compla.nt  .s,  and  we  now  desire  to  know,  when   that  affair  will   be  settled   aTitwa 
promised  that  satisfaction  should  be  given  us  on  that  article. 
Here  Hendrick  ended  his  speech. 

M'  renn  one  of  the  Commiss"  from  Pennsylvania,  declared  that  himself  in  coniunction  wifl, 
he  other  Commiss"  for  that  Govern- were  about  purchasing  from  the  Si     Nat  on"  a  Zt 
land  within  the  boundaries  of  the  said  Govern-  below  the  laUitude  420-  nn,l T       ,  , 

then  published  their  intention  of  making  the  said  J :!^:^:c::lZ',XZ- 

The  Gov  spoke  to  the  Indians  and  told  them  :  That  as  to  what  they  had  said  about  Rum   he 
would  give  them  an  answer  to  morrow  morning,  that  he  had  received'  a  preT    t  fo    them  f;on 
the  King  their  tather.  and  another  from  this  Govern',  which  he  would  give  him  torTor  ow 
morning,  w  en  he  would  also  give  them  an  answer  to  those  other  particul    s  Z  h  3    r! 
one.    As  I  have  given  you  satisfaction  with  respect  to  one  of  your  complaints  about  your  Ind 

N.  York.  I  shall  not  now  say  anything  further  to  you  on  that  affair.     (Extracted  from  th. 
Records  of  Indian  Affairs  by  me  Peter  Wraxall-Secr'r ).  ^^^xtracted  Irom  the 

The  Board  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  plan  for  a  Union,  but  did  not  go  thro'  with  it 
adjourned  to  9  o'clock  to  mor-uw  morning. 

At  a  Meeting  held  in  the  Court  house  at  Albany  on  Saturday  the  C-  July  1754.  A.  M. 
Present— All  the  Commiss"  for  Massachusets  Bay 

William  Pitkin  and  Roger  Wolcott  Esq"  Commiss"  for  Connecticut- 
The  Commiss"  for  Rhode  Island.— 

John  Penn,  Isaac    Morris,'  &  Benjamin  Franklin  Esq"  Commiss"  for 

Pennsylvania. 
The  Commiss"  for  Maryland, 

T  T  ^"TV^'u  "-r'^^""'  ''"'  ''  ''''  ^"''^  ''''  '^''''^  ^'  P'^P'^^^  t«  "I'-^ke  to  the  River 
his  Honour  '^""^  '"  ^''^  '  '™'"  "'''^'^^"''  ""^''^  ^^«  ^^"'  '»  -^'^^"gto 

The  Board  having  been  informed  by  M'  Peters  "  that  the  Lieut'  Gov'  of  New  York  sent  for 
nm  last  night,  and  told    im,  his  provisions  were  expended,  and  he  could  no  longer  maintah 
the    ndians  and  expected  the  Commiss"  would  maintain  them,  and  gave  him  the  list  of  w  a 
had  been  allowed  p'  day  to  the  Five  Nations,  exclusive  of  the  River  Indians"     The  B^ard 

'  Norru.  Juhnton  Manuacripti,  I.  —  Ed. 
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thereupon    resolved :    that    they  would   take   the    charge   of  supporting  the   Indians  upon 

themselves. 

Meshech  Weare  and  Henry  Sherhurne  Esq"  Commiss"  for  New  Hampshire  took  their  seats. 

The  Committee  appointed  the  1"  inst :  to  draw  up  a  representation  of  the  present  State  of 
the  Colonics  with  relation  to  the  French  delivered  the  same  to  the  Board,  which  was  read,  & 
ordered  to  lay  upon  the  Table  for  the  consideration  of  the  Commiss" 

Tiie  Secretary  presented  to  tiie  Board  a  draught  of  the  speech  which  his  Honour  proposed  to 
deliver  to  the  Six  Nations  this  afternoon,  and  also  the  following  Message  from  his  Honour : 
•'  that  the  Board  would  please  to  send  him  any  alterations  or  additions  which  they  might  tiiink 
"proper  to  be  made  to  the  said  draught  — that  his  Honour,  intended  when  he  made  the 
'•  speech,  to  read  to  them  the  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  New  York  concerning  the  sale 
"  of  Rum  to  the  Indians,  and  that  he  also  recommended  the  request  of  the  upper  Castle  of 
«'  the  Mohawks  for  a  Church  to  the  Board."— 

The  Secretary  also  brought  back  iiis  Honour's  approbation  to  the  small  addition  proposed  to 
be  made  to  the  speech  intended  to  be  made  to  the  River  Indians,  which  speech  is  as  follows: 

Brethren.  I  have  sent  for  you  here  to  give  you  fresh  assurances  of  the  Great  King  your 
Father's  protection,  and  that  we  might  with  the  Commiss"  whom  you  now  see  assembled  here 
from  the  Govern"  of  Miissachusets  Bay,  New  Hampshire,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island, 
Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  strengthen  and  brighten  the  Covenant  Chain. 

We  are  glad  to  see  you  at  this  [your]  old  meeting  place,  and  we  do  now,  in  His  Maj"''  name, 
and  in  behalf  of  all  the  Colonies  renew  the  Ancient  Covenant  Chain  of  friendsiiip,  that  it  may 
be  stronger  and  brighter  than  ever,  whicli  we  recommend  to  you  to  preserve  clean  and  free  from 
rust,  by  a  peaceable  &  affectionate  behaviour  to  all  your  brethren,  and  especially  to  those  who 
live  near  you,  and  you  may  then  with  confidence  rely  on  the  favour  of  this  and  all  his 

Mai"'  Govern". 

As  a  proof  of  the  King  your  Father's  tender  regard  for  you,  I  shall  deliver  you  a  Present  he 
has  sent  over  for  you,  consisting  of  such  necessaries  as  you  may  want;  and  the  Commiss" 
from  each  of  the  Govern"  Imve  contributed  towards  a  present  for  you  also,  all  which  presents 
shall  be  here  ready  for  you  in  the  afternoon. 

Elisha  Williams  Esq'  a  Commiss'  for  Connecticut  took  his  seat. 

On  a  Motion  made  and  seconded  that  a  Message  be  sent  to  His  Honour  the  Lieut'  Gov'  of 
New  York  relating  to  the  answer  he  proposes  to  make  to  the  Six  Nations,  M'  Hutchinson  and 
M'  Franklin  were  appointed  to  prepare  the  same. 

Theodore  Atkinson  and  Richard  Wibbird  Esq"  Com"  for  New  Hampshire  took  their  seats, 
as  did  also  Riciiard  Peters  Esq'  one  of  the  Commiss"  for  Pennsylvania. 

M'  Hutchinson  reported  the  following  Message : 
May  it  please  your  Honour.  ...  , 

The  Commiss"  from  the  several  CSovern"  now  met  at  Albany  observe  that  m  the  speech  your 
Honour  proposes  to  make  this  day  to  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  which  you  have 
caused  to  be  communicate.l  to  the  B<.ard  by  their  Secretary,  no  notice  is  taken  o  the 
complaints  of  the  s;.i.l  Indians,  relating  to  their  lands.  This  complaint  seems  by  the  letter 
from  the  Ri"hl  ll<.„.H>rat.le  the  Lords  of  Trade,  which  your  Honour  has  laid  b'fore  the  Board 
to  have  been  the  principal  occasion  of  this  unusual  nnd  expensive  meeting  of  Commiss"  Iron. 
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Which  was  read  and  unanimously  agreed  to  •  ind  if  vvn=  tf         ^''"^''^  ^"«'^f  «*• 
and  M'  Pitkin,  wait  upon  his  Honour  L  Lieut'.  2ot    f  N  w  ^  wU.rt tl       "'  '"  '^''''' 
adjourned  to  3  o'clock  this  afternoon.  *''^  '^'"^• 

At  a  Meeting  on  Saturday  the  G"-  July  1754.  p.  ^^ 

Present-AH  the  Commiss"  from  Massachusets  Bay 
Ail  the  Commiss"  from  New  Hampshire 
The  Commiss"  from  Connecticut 

Stephen  Hopkins  Esq'  one  of  the  Com"  from  Rhode  Island 
M'  Welles  reported  to  the  Board  that  he  and  M'  PitUin  i.n  1  ^  i- 
appointed  ia  U,e  ™.i„,  ,„  ,.„„  ,  „,  r„M,:it:^G„  ^  ITew  V„r"«°  '"'^"^ 

The  four  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  of  New  York  M-irtin  HnV      ,,;'''^^  ^ 
Franklin  and  Abraham  Barnes  Esq"  took  thei^serts  ^     "'^  ^'^'  ^'"J"'"'" 

M'Mi^rray  delivered  at  the  Board  his  Honour  the  Tipni.  r-.  r-. 

Message  delivered  to  his  Honour  this  morninVby  m'  wi^r  n  Pn^ P^^^^^^    r  .""'"^  ^°  *'" 
is  as  follows:  ^    ^        *'^'^"^^ ''»" -^1  A 'tkin,  which  was  read  and 

had  occasioned  , I,,  grea,™,  unea,i„...  „„,„„g..  ,L     f  a™        t.  cj,"      ?","'';" '''"' 
meeting,  wa,  U,e„  ,„™,a,„  and  «„.,„  ,.cui.„  u.c  lIZ.:  /    "aiU    u^"'''"''  """  '"" 

c„„,p,ai„..',,.,„r,.eMiI.:i;: ; :;  ri:::i:3::'''  "'?,'r  "■'"  -" "-'' 

ia.l:  I  wa.  not  acqnainlcd  will,  any  other  n,rlw  ''       *  "''""''  °"  ""  *"■ 

being  abroad  on  tlu'  circuit  at  t,„.   ilt t    '^^r^J'^tT'  '"f  ' ,':™  •»  ""'  H»™. 
soon  a.  I  returned  Ihi.hc,  I  „„„M  ,„„„  into  .1  c"     .         „    ,^""  ^   *•  ""''  """  '  I""""""'  "» 

James  DELA.vcisy 
The  Board  being  obliged  to  attend  at  the  interview  of  the  Sknticok  an.l   Iflv      .    r 
adjourned  to  Monday  morning  at  'J.  o'clock.  OKniitok  and  Uiver  Indians 

At  a  Meeting  in  the  Court  house  at  Albany  on  Monday  the  8-  July  1754.  A.  M. 

1'nESE.vx- William  Johnson  and  W-  Smith  Esq"  two  of  the  Council  of  N«w  York 
&  all  the  Commiss".  ^'cw  lors 

The  speech  proposed  by  His  Honour  to  be  made  to  the  Indians  of  the  Six  ^  .•        .      • 

beaa  again  read  to  the  Board,  and  the  complaint  of  the  iLl:::    ll,  .'".^    'T  ' 

..!-  i-iu...H  ^.)  tHcir  lanas  coming 
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under  their  consideration,  the  Board  were  acquainted  that  M'  William  Livingston  and  M' 
William  Alexander,^  two  of  the  Heirs  or  Devi.ees  of  Phillip  Livingston  Esq"  deceased,  tlie 
proprietor  or  patentee  of  the  lands  on  which  Connajohary  Castle  stands,  had  declared  their 
readiness  to  give  up  all  right  to  said  patents  or  such  parts  as  shall  be  thought  necessary ;  .t 
was  ordered  that  said  M'  Livingston  and  M'  Alexander  be  informed  that  the  Board  desired 

to  speak  with  them.  ,,..,.    t-  ^u 

M^  Livingston  and  M'  Alexander  being  present  informed  the  Board,  that  their  Father  was 
one  among  other  Patentees  of  the  lands  mentioned,  that  they  were  interested  i  each  of  them  in 
their  Father's  Right;  the  circumstances  of  this  title  they  had  made  no  enquiry  into,  but  were 
ready  to  make  any  resignation,  which,  either  justice  or  the  publick  service  required. 

The  Board  being  informed  that  His  Honour  the  Lieut'  Gov'  desired  a  Gentleman  from  each 
Govern',  might  be  appointed  to  be  present  with  him.  in  making  enquiry  of  the  Indians  of  the 
Connajohary  Castle,  how  far  they  were  satisfyed  respecting  their  lands.  M'  Peters  and  M' 
Howard  were  appointed  to  wait  on  His  Honour  and  acquaint  him  that  the  Board  agreed  to 
the  proposal.     Accordingly : 

M'  Hutchinson  was  appointed  for  Massachusets  Bay 

Coll :  Atkinson  was  appointed  for  New  Hampshire 

Coll:  Wolcott for  Connecticut. 

M'  Hopkins for  Rhode  Island. 

M'  Norris for  Pennsylvania 

Coll:  Tasker for  Maryland. 

Joseph  Murray  &  John  Chambers  Esq"  of  the  Council  of  New  York, 
took  their  seats. 

His  Honour's  draught  of  the  speech  he  proposes  to  make  to  the  Six  Nations  which  was 
delivero:!  to  the  Board  the  G'"  inst:  was  read,  and  after  debate  had  thereon,  relative  to  the 
sale  of  Rum  amongst  them,  and  the  Connajohary's  desire  about  a  Church,  some  alterations 
and  additions  to  it  were  agreed  to  he  proposed  to  his. Honour. 

The  Representation  of  the  present  state  of  the  Colonies  was  again  read,  through,  but  no 

final  resolution  thereon  agreed  to.  ,        ,  • 

The  answers  of  the  8caakticook  and  River  Indians  to  the  speech  made  them  the  G"  inst: 

were  read,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  Speech  of  the  Scaakticook  Indians: 
Father,     We  are  glad  that  the  Gov'  sees  his  cliildren  now  before  him,  we  are  small  in 
number,  but  next  time  we  hope  we  shall  be  more ;   Your  Honour  may  see  that  we  are  but 
y„i.ng  and  unexperienced,  our  ancient  people  being  almost  all  dead,  so  that  we  have  nobody  to 
give  us  any  advice,  but  we  will  do  as  our  Fathers  have  done  before  us.        Gave  n  IJelt. 

Father.    This  Belt  came  from  our  forefatliers,  and  we  will  be  true  and  faithful  to  the  king  as 

Gave  a  Belt. 
they  were. 

They  also  gave  to  the  Gov'  a  small  bundle  of  skinns  and  desired  that  the  sale  of  Rum  might 
be  stopped  at  Scaacticook,  and  that  if  they  want  it  they  will  come  and  buy  it  at  Albany. 

'  Afterw«r<U  known  m  Lor.)  Stirling;  m»rri«.l  8.r»h,  el.i««t  d.nghtrr  of  Philip  Livinpton,  2i  proprietor  of  the  Manor  of 
Livin|(.toD,  .iiJ  Cutl.«rin(i  V«n  Urugh.  JMfUli''  American  Omfoloff,,,  lfl».  -  Kp. 
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The  speech  of  the  River  Indians. 
Fathers.- We  are  greatly  rejoyced  to  see  you  all  here.     It  is  by  the  will  of  h.nv.n  ..    . 
are  met  here,  and  we  thank  you  for  this  opportunity  of  seeing  you    1   tl  t  er  as  iTi    ^   " 
time  since  we  have  had  such  a  one  together,  as  it  is  a  long 

had  a  Castle  on   this  fliver    as  one  oh  m  u    ,        Country  and  us-Our  Forefathers 

but  was  at  a  loss  to  know  win    it  was       T  TT     T  '"'  ''^^  ^''""''""S  «"  "'«  «'^«^' 

Castle  and  gave  notice  to  troteih'r  /     '"'  '"■"  "  ''''"'  '''''  ^'  ^""  '"'«*!,« 

and  found  ft  a  W    ^  t     M            iT  :,";  °  °^°"^''"'^'■"^''^                   «- -'-^  *' -« 

the  Vessel  and  became  frie  ds    tl  wl  ;;«  Zrrol  'f''  f^'^l  'T  ""'  '''  P*^"'"^  '" 
up  the  River  at   thu  tin..  "^  ^"'^^  PfP'^  told  them  they  should  not  come  any  further 

cLean^rne  aga    \-      "  ^^^^^^^  ^;i!\  ^"^  '^^  7""^  -'->    ^'^^  ^->  whence  they 
year's  time  and  ca-^e  as  fl    up  .       r/i:  "V"  ''T  ''""'"  ''-^  ^^^-^  ^^-k  in  I 

invited  them  ashore  and  ^"d  to  ten    h'  ''        T  ''''  °"  ''"''  ^^-'l  ^  Our  Forefathers 
it  shall    be  from  thi     ,"hce  '  „  to  7  .'      V  ''"'  ^''^  ""  P'"^*^  '°  '"""^^  y°"  ^  Town, 

stands)  and  from  U     rZ  bl    up  t     thVHm"''  ^T'^^^^'^-   ^^e  Patroons  Mill   now 

fnr  fh.i    .  •      ,  .  iiestroy  them,  but  wished  also  to  have  the  said  White  nennl^ 

|..;e.s  .e  spre.l  .ry  L.^JZ.  ^^Il  l^d    "li^ri/rtofr;  tZ 

o  ^y^  wm  r  r 'ti'";'  ^"  ,"""'"'"*'  -"  -^'^  •^^"'  ^'"'^  '^  --- «"""  ■•«  ^--^^  -.^t 

Tovce7tlTa   ill       .    '      ':7'"y°"'  "-  ""y  "-  ^■'-  «'"'"  break  it.  and  we  are  greatly 
rejoyced  that  1  eace  and  friendship  have  so  long  subsisted  betsveen  us.        Gave  a  Belt. 

Fathers,     Dont  think   strange  at  what  wo   are  about  to  say;    we  would  say  something 
re.peci„g  ourlauds  ;    when  the  White  people  purchased  from 'time  to"      of  L.    I    y^^^ 

w  I   :.:;,,:    :,""''  ";";;"•"- '-"^  --  -  «-  P-P'^  living  an  about  the  ,,,,1^2 

o.  t     r.  f     7     '?  ""'  "'"  '""■'■''"'"*•'  '"'"J«-wl.en  we  enquire  of  the  people  who  live 

n  d   Int   ,  ''     I  "''I  'i'  '  ""■•'  '""'  •^'  '""""•  ""'^  ^'•'•'>'  •"  "'^  "'■■''  -'  "-  ""'' o  'e  regard  d 
King  has  paid  us  for  ,hem,  then  they  may  say  they  are  his ;  hunting  now  is  grown  very 


Vou  M. 


Ill 
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scarce,  and  we  are  not  like  to  get  our  livings  that  way ;   therefore  we  hope  our  Fathers  will 
take  care  that  we  are  paid  for  our  lands,  that  we  may  live.  .  Gave  a  Belt. 

make  a  present  of  a  bundle  of  Skins. 

[The  Board  thea  Adjourned  to  3  O'clock  this  afternoon.] 

At  a  Meeting  ettc.  on  Monday  the  S""  July  1754.  P.  M. 

Present— All  the  Commiss"  except  Coll :  Atkinson  M' Norris  and  the  Commiss" 
for  Maryland. 

The  Board  proceeded  in  their  consideration  upon  the  plan  for  a  Union,  but  did  not  go  thro' 

with  it. 

The  speech  proposed  to  be  made  to  the  Six  Nations  was  returned,  to  the  Board  from  His 
Honour  with  the  alterations  and  additions  prop      d  by  the  Board  in  the  morning: 

Ordered.  That  the  said  speech  lay  upon  tlic  Table  till  some  further  matters  relating  to  it 
be  agreed  on  by  the  Board. 

The  Committee  appointed  in  the  morning  to  be  present  with  the  Lieut*  Gov'  of  New  York 
at  a  conference  with  the  Connnjohary  Indians,  returned  from  the  same  and  reported  as  follows : 

That  His  Honour  enquired  of  the  Indians  whether  they  had  not  expressed  themselves 
satisfied  with  the  measures  he  had  taken  concerning  their  lands,  and  the  promise  that  he  would 
enquire  further  into  the  affair  when  he  came  to  New  York,  to  which  they  replyed :  that  they 
were  sensible,  His  Honour  was  at  Albany  when  they  made  this'  complaint  at  New  York  last 
year— Tliat  he  had  told  them  he  had  now  left  the  papers  there,  but  would  enquire  into  it 
when  he  came  there— That  they  were  willing  to  try  one  year  more,  and  if  matters  were  not 
made  up  by  the  Gov'  whom  they  looked  upon  as  their  elder  Brother,  but  neglected  as  they 
used  to  be,  they  would  send  to  all  their  other  brothers  (pointing  to  the  Commiss")  for  their 
assistance,  and  that  they  agreed  to  this  the  rather,  as  there  were  French  Indians  in  Town,  and 
they  did  not  think  it  convenient  to  have  any  difference  before  them.  Upon  which  His  Honour 
again  assured  them,  he  would  enquire  into  their  affairs,  in  order  to  their  being  satisfyed, 
especially  as  he  had  the  King's  orders  for  it. 

The  Board  receiving  a  Message  from  His  Honour  that  the  Sachims  of  the  Six  Nations  were 
attendin  .  to  be  spoke  to  : 

The  Board  adjourned  to  9  o'clock  to  morrow  morn*  and  waited  upon  the  Governour. 

At  a  Meeting  in  the  Court  house  at  Albany  [on  Tuesday  the]  O'"  July  1754.  A.  M. 

Pkesent- Joseph  Murray  &  William  Smith  Esq"  of  the'Council  of  New  York. 
All  the  Commiss"  except  Coll:  Partridge  and  M'  Hopkins. 

The  public  conference  between  His  Honour  the  Lieut'  Cov'of  New  York  and  the  Commiss" 
from  the  several  Govern",  with  the  Sachems  of  the  Six  Nations  yesterday  evening  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  entered  as  follows  i 

'  th«ir.  JokruoH  Afanu4cr>pl',  I.  —  Eu. 
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Brethren.  You  told  me  your  hearts  were  deeply  concerned  at  the  sad  effects  which  mav 
anse  from  sell.ng  Rum  in  your  respective  Countries,  I  will  give  orders  that  the  Laws  alreZ 
™ade  for  preventing  the  Sale  of  this  liquor  among  you  shall  be  strictly  pu  n  etecuion  nj 
whatever  further  prov.sion  in  the  law  is  necessary.  I  will  endeavour  it  Zll  be  made  haJ  vou 
may  see  I  take  care  of  your  health  and  your  peace,  which  are  hurt  and  disturberby  [he  use  of 

hav  Tl  IT'  '':•  1  '"  '"^  "PP^^  ^^^'°-=  -^  -  ^°  -hat  you  of  tl  7  Mohawks 
have  sa,d,  I  shall  cons.der  how  far  it  may  be  necessary  to  restrain  the  people  living  round  you 
1;;;  if "'  Rum.  and  .f  I  can  think  of  a  proper  remedy  for  this  evil,  f  will  efdeavour't^ 

Brethren  of  the  Upper  Castle  of  the  Mohawks. 

dolr/fh'  ^^""^""^  """'  ^°"''  '"■"'''  '■''5""''  ^°  ^^''  «  Church  built  amongst  you,  and  shall 
do  every  th.ng  .n  my  power  to  promote  so  good  a  work,  and  it  is  very  agreable  to  me   and 

ch^rnin^r " '"  "°^-"" ''-'  '^  «"^  ^  ^'«p-^'«"  '"A  toM::':^ 

Brethren.     As  I  have  given  you  satisfaction  with  respect  to  one  of  your  complaints  about 
your  lands.  wh.ch  lay  heavy  on  your  minds,  and  have  assured  you  that  I  shall  eea;our  to 

:  iz  Eir  "^ ''-'  "'^" ' '- '" '- '-'' ' «-"  -  -y  -y  --^  ^"-7:;:° 

the'^Hill'tJhl'rf"'  '•'!""""'  'r""  .^"'^^P^«'«^-  "'"^  ^'-y  ^»^«-  to  have  the  powder  divided  on 
the  H,l,  told  them,  it  was  ,n  h,s  opmion,  better  for  them  to  have  it  sent  to  Schenectady. 
Hendr.ck  answered  for  them,  just  as  His  Honour  pleased,  who  told  them  he  would  order 

His  Honour  then  said  : 

I  have  now  done  speaking  to  you,  but  before  I  cover  up  the  fire.  I  must  recommend  it  to 
you  to  behave  qu.etly  and  peaceably  to  all  your  brethren  and  their  Cattle  in  your  return  home" 

Hendrick  then  replyed 

Your  Honour  told  us.  you  now  covered  up  the  fire  and  we  are  highly  pleased,  that  all  things 
have  been  so  amtcably  settled,  and  hope  that  all  that  has  passed  between  us  may  be  strictfJ 
observed  on  both  sides  '        °"'^"y 

Brethren  of  the  several  Govern" 

We  hope  that  you  will  not  fail  in  the  Covenant  Chain,  wherewith  we  have  mutually  bound 
ourselves,  and  now  [so]  solemnly  renewed  and  strengthened. 

If  we  do  not  hold  fast  by  this  Chain  of  friendship,  our  f:nemie8  will  laugh  us  to  scorn 

Brethren  We  wish  you  would  all  contribute  to  provide  some  provisions  for  us.  in  our  way 
home,  which  will  effectually  prevent  our  people  from  killing  the  Inhabitants'  Cattle,  and  we 
desire  you  will  provide  some  Waggons  for  us  to  go  to  Schenectady,  we  think  this  expence 
wi    fal   too  heavy  upon  one  province,  as  we  have  the  presents  from  ail  to  carry  up. 

We  beg  we  may  all  take  care  of  the  Fire'  of  friendship  and  preserve  it  by  our  mutual 
attention  Iron,  any  injuries;  we  will  take  care  of  it  on  our  sides,  and  we  hope  our  Brethren 
will  do  so  on  theirs.  We  wish  this  fire  of  Friendship-  may  grow  up  to  a  great  height,  and  then 
we  shall  be  a  powerful  people. 

'  Sie.  Tret  of  fri«ud»hil).  Johnnon  ManuieripU,  I.  ~F.i>. 
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Brethren.  We  the  united  Nations  sliall  rejoyce  in  the  increase  of  our  strength,  so  that  all 
other  Nations  may  stand  in  awe  of  us. 

Brethren.  I  will  just  tell  you  what  a  people  we  were  formerly;  if  any  of  our  Knem.es  rose 
against  us,  we  had  no  occasion  to  lift  up  our  whole  hand  against  them,  for  our  little  finger  was 
sufficient,  and  as  we  have  now  made  so  strong  a  confederacy,  if  we  are  truly  earnest  therein, 
we  may  retrieve  the  Ancient  glory  of  the  Five  Nations.  .^  ,.    r^        u 

Brethren.  We  have  now  done  ;  but  one  word  we  must  add.  The  Interpretor,  if  the  I  rench 
continue  their  Hostilities,  will  want  assistance,  three  or  four  to  be  joyned  with  him ;  but  this 
matter  we  submit  to  the  Gov^     We  have  now  [fully]  finished  all  that  we  have  to  say. 

The  Gov  replyed: 

Brethren.  It  gives  me  and  all  the  Commissioners  here  present  great  satisfaclion,  that  this 
interview  has  been  so  amicably  concluded  on  all  sides.  I  have  ordered  30  waggons,  to  be 
provided  for  your  service  which  I  expect  here  to  morrow  morning,  and  I  have  ordered 
provisions  to  serve  you  on  your  journey. 

I  hope  that  by  this  present  Union,  we  shall  grow  up  to  a  great  height  and  be  as  powerful  and 

famous  as  you  were  of  old. 

As  to  the  Interpreter,  when  the  circumstances  of  this  Country  require  it,  he  shall  have  the 
necessary  assistance,  and  1  assure  you  in  the  name  of  this  and  all  the  Govern"  here  present, 
that  we  shall  endeavour  to  extend  and  preserve  the  Covenant  Chain  by  every  possible  Method 

in  our  power. 

They  asked  his  Honour  when  himself  and  the  Commiss"  proposed  to  return  home. 

His  Honour  answered,  that  they  had  some  matters  yet  to  settle  about  the  Union,  and  they 
should  then  set  out  for  their  respective  habitations. 

The  Gov  then  in  his  own  name  and  that  of  the  Commiss"  wished  them  a  good  journey 
and  they  returned  the  compliment,  and  then  the  conference  broke  up. 

The  answers  of  the  answers,^  of  the  Lieut'  Gov'  and  the  Commiss"  to  the  Schaaeticook  and 
River  Indians,  was  next  read  and  ordered  to  be  entered  as  follows : 

The  answer  to  the  Schaaeticook  Indians. 

Children.     We  condole  with  you  on  the  loss  of  your  old  and  experienced  people. 

A.  string. 

Children.  I  and  the  Commiss"  from  the  other  Govern"  here  present  are  glad  to  see  that 
although  you  are  young  and  unexperienced,  yet  you  are  willing  to  take  advice,  and  are 
determined  to  remain  faithful  to  the  King  and  friendly  to  all  his  subjects.  A  Belt. 

Answer  to  the  River  Indiant. 

Children.  We  are  glad  to  find  that  you  treasure  up  in  your  Memories  the  mutual  instances 
of  friendship  between  our  ancestors  and  yours;  the  remembrance  of  that  friendship  will  descend 
to  our  posterity,  and  we  desire  you  to  hand  it  down  to  yours;  and  allho'  there  is  a  great 
alteration  in  circumstances  since  our  predecessors  first  came  among  you,  yet  we  have  not  less 
Bflection  for  you  than  they  had  ^  "'^'** 

'  Sic,  The  Ainwer»  of  the  Lieut  Gov.,  <to.  Johnion  Manutcriyti,  I.  —  Ed. 
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Children. 

Your  brightening  and  strengthening  the  covenant  Chain,  is  well  pleasing  to  me  and  the 
Comm.ss";  we  acknowledge  you  have  never  broke  it;  we  have  likewise  preserved  it  entire 
and  are  determined  to  continue  to  do  so.  ABU  ' 

Children  -You  complain  that  some  of  the  people  of  this  province,  are  in  possesion  of  your 
lands  which  you  never  sold.  This  is  a  complaint  which  affects  persons  who  live  at  a  distance. 
I  have  ordered  not.ce  to  be  given  them  of  it,  and  if  upon  enquiry  into  the  affair,  it  shall 
appear  that  you  have  been  injured,  I  will  endeavour  to  get  you  redressed ;  but  I  shall  observe 
to  you  that  the  constant  method  of  granting  lands  in  this  Province,  is  and  has  been  by  licence 
from  the  Gov,  to  purchase  from  the  Indians,  and  upon  the  purchase  being  returned,  before 
h.m  m  Counc.I  he  with  their  advice  orders  a  Patent,  and  that  most  of  these  lands 
concerning  which  you  complain,  were  patented  when  you  were  Children,  some  before  any  of 
you  were  born.  •' 

Ordered  that  the  following  minute  be  made. 

That  the  last  paragraph  of  the  foregoing  answer  to  the  River  Indians,  about  the  manner  of 
Patenting  Lands  in  this  Province  beginning  with  the  words  "I  shall  ob-rve"-vvas  an 
addition  made  by  His  Honour  to  the  draught  sent  him  yesterday  by  this  Board 

Coll:  Johnson.  M'  Chambers,  Coll:  Partridge  and  M'  Hopkins  took  their  seats. 

The  plan  of  the  Union  was  debated  and  agreed  upon,  and  M'  Franklin  was  desired  to  make 
a  draught  of  it  as  now  concluded  upon. 

adjourned  to  5  o'clock  this  evening. 

At  a  meeting  ettc  on  Tuesday  the  9">  July  1754.  P.  M. 

Present-HIs  Honour  the  Lieuf  Gov'  and  the  four  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  of 
New  York,  and  all  the  Commiss"  except  M'  Franklin  absent  by  his 
appointment  in  the  morning. 

The  draught  of  the  Representation  ettc  was  read  and  considered  paragraph  by  paragraph 
some  amendments  made,  and  the  whole  was  agreed  to  and  ordered  to  be  minuted  as  follows- 

That  His  Maj'^"  title  to  the  Northern  continent  of  America,  appears  to  be  founded  on  the 
discovery  thereof  first  made  and  the  posession  thereof  first  taken  in  1497.  under  a  Commission 
from  Henry  the  7""  of  England  to  Sebastion  Cabot. 

That  the  French  have  possessed  themselves  of  several  parts  of  this  continent  which  by 
Treaties  have  l)een  ceded  and  confirmed  to  them. 

That  the  right  of  the  English  to  the  whole  Sea  coast  from  Georgia  on  the  South  to  the  River 
S«  Lawrence  on  the  North  except  the  Island  of  Cape  Breton  and  the  Islands  in  the  Bay  of  S' 
Lawrence,  remains  plain  and  indisputable. 

That  all  the  lands  and  Countries  Westward  from  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  to  the  South  sea 
between  48  and  34  degrees  North  latitude  were  expressly  included  in  the  grant  of  King  James 
the  1"  to  divers  of  his  subjects  so  long  since  as  the  year  160G  and  afterwards  confirmed  in 
1020.  and  under  this  grant,  the  Colony  of  Virginia  claims  extent  as  far  West  as  the  south  sea, 
and  the  ancient  Colonies  of  the  Massachusets  Bay  and  Connecticut  were  by  their  respective 
Charters,  made  to  extend  to  the  South  sea;  so  that  not  only  the  Right  to  the  sea  coast,  but  to 
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all  the  Inland  Countries,  from  sea  to  sea  has  at  all  times  been  asserted  by  the  Crown 

of  England.  .  ,         j    i,    *u 

That  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia  or  Accadie  hath  known  and  determinate  bounds  by  the 
original  Grant  from  King  James  the  1"  and  that  there  is  abundant  evidence  of  the  sense  which 
the  French  had  of  these  bounds  while  they  were  in  possession  of  it,  and  [that]  these  bounds 
being  theni  known,  the  said  province  by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  according  to  its  ancient  limits, 
was  added 2  to  Great  Brittain,  and  remained  in  possession  thereof  until  the  Treaty  of 
Aix-la-Chcpelle,  by  which  it  was  confirmed;  but  by  said  Treaty  it  is  stipulated,  that  the 
bounds  of  the  said  Province  shall  be  determined  by  Commissaries  ettc. 

That  by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  the  Country  of  the  Five  Cantons  of  the  Iroquois,  is  expressly 
acknowledged  to  be  under  the  Dominion  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Brittain. 

That  the  Lake  Champlain  formerly  called  Lake  Iroquois  and  the  Country  Southward  of  it, 
as  far  as  the  Dutch  or  English  settlements  the  lakes  Ontario,  Erie  and  all  the  Countries  adjacent, 
have  by  all  ancient  authors,  French  and  English  been  allowed  to  belong  to  the  Five  Cantons 
01  Nations  and  tl.o  whole  of  these  Countries  long  before  the  said  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  were  by 
said  Nations,  put  under  the  protection  oi  the  Crown  of  great  Brittain. 

That  by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  there  is  reserved  to  the  French  a  liberty  of  frequenting  the 
Countries  of  the  Five  Nations  and  other  Indians  in  friendship  with  great  Brittain  for  the  sake 
of  Commerce,  as  there  is  also  to  the  English  a  liberty  of  frequenting  the  Countries  of  those  m 
friendship  with  France  for  the  same  purpose. 

That  after  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  the  French  built  several  Fortresses,  in  the  Country  ot  the 
Five  Nations,  and   a   very   strong   one   at   a  place   called   Crown   Point,   to   the   South    ot 

lake  Champlain.  „  . .    ,    ^,       „  j     tu- 

That   the  French  Court   hath  evidently   since  the  Treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  made  this 

Northern  Continent  more  than  ever  the  object  of  its  attention. 

That  the  French  have  most  unjustly  taken  Possession  of  part  of  the  Province  of  Nova 
Scotia  and  in  the  River  S^  John's  and  other  parts  of  said  province,  they  have  Duilt  strong 
Fortresses,  and  from  this  River  they  will  have  during  the  Winter  and  spring  season,  a  much 
easier  communication  between  France  and  Canada,  than  they  have  heretofore  had,  and  will  be 
furnished  with  a  harbour  more  commodicusly  situated,  for  the  anoying  the  British  Colonies  by 
privatiers  and  Men  of  War  than  Louisburgh  itself.  „   ,      „• 

That  they  have  taken  possession  of,  &  begun  a  settlement  at  the  head  of  the  River 
Kinnebeck,  within  the  bounds  of  the  Province  of  Main,  the  most  convenient  situation,  for 
affording  support  and  safe  retreat  to  the  Eastern  Indians  in  any  of  their  attempts  upon  the 
(Jovern'  of  New  England. 

That  it  appears  by  information  of  the  Natives  the  French  have  been  making  preparations 
for  another  seitiement  at  a  place  called  Cohass  on  Connecticut  River,  near  the  head  thereof, 
where  it  is  but  about  ten  miles  distant  from  a  branch  of  Merrimack  River,  and  from  whence 
there  is  a  very  near  and  easy  communication  with  the  Abnekais  Indians  who  are  settled  on 
the  River  S'  Fran9ois,  about  forty  miles  from  the  River  S'  Lawrence,  and  it  is  certain  that  the 
Inhabitants  of  New  Hampshire  in  which  province  this  Cohass  is  supposed  to  lye,  have  been 
interrupted  and  impeded  by  the  French  Indians,  from  making  any  settlements  there. 

That  since  the  Treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  the  French  have  increased  the  number  of  their 
Fort&  in  the  Country  of  the  great  Lakes  and  on  the  Rivers  which  run  into  the  Missisippi  and 


'  thus  known.  Johnfon  M mnteripl',  I. 


•ceded.  Ibid. —'Ed. 
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are  securing  a  communication  between  ti,e  two  Colonies  of  Louisnnia  and  Cannda  and  at  the 
s  une  time,  putting  themselves  into  a  capacity  of  annoying  the  Southern  BrhZrl  a 

preventing  any  further  settlement  of  His  Maj'-  dominions  ""^''  '"^ 

Inhabitants  of  the  Frontiers  of  the  BriiT^^^^^^^  '^'^'   P'-'^""^"'  '^^ 

a  price  equal  to  what  slave       e  [u      "  v^  o     Ltth'^Pl"?."'  ""."'  '°  '''"''''  '"' 
redemption  and  release.  ^  ^  "  '^'  Plantat.ons  is  demanded  for  their 

per!waVedre"haTo're'on'T'^  '".''^"  '""^  ^'^  ^"^'^^  '"*--''  -'^  ^^^e  lately 

ThTll  JT     ^' ''"^^^  *^'«"*  Commissioners,  and  that  a  large  present  would  be  given 

sucn  forces  as  are  already  arrived  and  may  hereafter  be  sent  from  Europe,  to  be  in  a  c-imcitv 

Fore  ;r„t'r"'p'"'"'  r  '^  "^^"'  ^°^^^""'  -^  '^  «^  *^«  --  time  a  Ing  Zal 
J  orce  be  sent  froni  France  there  is  the  utmost  danger  that  the  whole  continent  will  be  subie  Ted 
o  t  at  Crown  and  that  the  danger  of  such  a  Naval  Force  is  not  merely  imagina  y  X  be 
argued  from  past  expenence.  for  if  it  had  not  bee.,  for  the  most  extraordinary  Lerpos  tion  of 
Heaven,  every  sea-port  Town  on  the  Continent  in  the  year  174G.  might  have  been  R  v  ge  and 
destroyed  by  the  Squadron  under  the  Command  of  the  Duke  d'Anviile.  notwithsTandTn/the 

the  fu  t  er  advantage  accrumg  to  the  English  from  the  possession  of  Cape  Breton.    Tifat  the 
rend,  hnd  by  experience  they  are  able  to  make  greater  and  more  sure  advantages  upon   hei 

of  U  rech  .  they  now  pretend  to  have  a  right  to  hold  by  virtue  of  the  Treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle 
unt.1  the  true  boundary  between  the  English  and  the  French  be  settled  by  Commissa  ys  "«; 
the.r  conquest  made  during  the  war,  they  have  been  obliged  to  restore.  ^ 

regarded  by   he  Crown  and  Munstry.  who  are  not  inse[n]sible  how  great  a  stride  they  wouhl 
make,  towards  an  Universal  Monarchy  if  the  British  Colonies  were  added  to  their  Dominions 
and  consequently,  the  whole  Trade  of  North  America  engrossed  by  them, 
exertion  n?  ^f"^'  ^'^"'"'' ^'^'S  in  a  dl.i^ed  disunited  state,  there  has  never  been  any  joint 
exertion  of    heir  Force  or  Counsells  to  repel  or  defeat  the  measures  of  the   French    and 
particular  Colonies  are  unable  and  unwilling  to  maintain  the  cause  of  the  whole. 


I 
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That  there  has  been  a  very  great  neglect  of  the  afiliirs  of  the  Iroquois,  or,  as  they  a[re] 
commonly  called  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations  and  their  friendship  and  alliance  has  been 
improved  to  private  purposes,  for  the  sake  of  the  Trade  with  them,  and  the  purchase  or 
acquisition  of  their  hnds  more  than  to  the  public  service. 

That  they  are  sup,.lyed  with  Rum  by  the  traders  in  vast  and  almost  incredible  quantiues. 
the  laws  of  the  Colonies  now  in  force  being  insufficient  to  restrain  the  supply,  and  the  Ino.ans 
of  every  Nation  are  frequently  drunk  and  abused  in  their  Trade,  and  their  affections  thereby 
alienated  from  the  English  ;  they  often  wound  and  murder  one  another  in  their  Liquor,  and  to 
avoid  revenge  flee  to  the  French,  and  perhaps  more  have  been  lost  by  these  means  than  by  the 

French  artifices. 

That  purchases  of  lands  from  the  Indians  by  private  persons  for  small  trifling  considerations, 
have  been  the  cause  of  great  uneasiness  and  discontents,  and  if  the  Indians  are  not  in  fact 
imposed  on  and  injured,  yet  they  are  apt  to  think  that  they  have  been  and  indeed  they  appear 
not  fit  to  be  intrusted  at  large  with  the  sale  of  their  own  lands,  and  the  Laws  of  some  of  the 
Colonies  which  make  such  sales  void,  unless  the  allowance  of  the  Govern'  be  first  obtained, 
seem  to  be  well  founded. 

That  the  granting  or  patenting  vast  Tract'  of  Land  to  private  persons,  orcompanys  without 
conditions  of  speedy  settlement,  has  tended  to  prevent  the  strengthning  the  Frontiers  of  the 
particular  Colony  where  such  Tracts  lye,  and  been  prejudicial  to  the  rest. 

That  it  seems  absolutely  necessary  that  speedy  and  effectual  measures  be  taken  to  secure  the 
Colonies  from  the  slavery  they  are  threatened  with. 

Ti:at  any  further  advances  of  the  French  should   be   prevented   and   the   encroachments 
alread^r  made  removed.— That  the  Indians  in  alliance  or  Friendship  with  the  English  be 
con8tan!ly  regarded,  under  some  wise  directions  or  superintendancy.     That  endeavours  be  used 
for  the  recovery  of  those  Indians  who  are  lately  gone  over  to  the  Frjnch  and  forsecurina;  those 
that  remain.— That  some  discreet  person  or  persons  be  appointed  to  reside  constantly  with  each 
Nation  of  Indians,  such  persons  to  have  no  concern  in  Trade,  and  duly  to  communicate  all 
advices  to  the  superintendents.     That  the  Trade  with  the  said  Indians  be  well  regarded,  and 
made  subservient  to  the  public  interest,  more  than  to  private  gain.     That  there  be  Forts  bu^u 
for  the  security  of  each  Nation  and  the  better  carrying  on  the  Trade  with  them.     That  warlike 
vessells  be  provided  sufficient  to  maintain  His  Maj'*'*  right  to  a  free  Navigation  on  the  several 
Lakes.     That  all  future  purchase  of  lands  from  the  Indian?  he  void  unless  made  by  the  Govern' 
where  fuch  lands  lye,  and  item  the  Indians  in  a  body  in  thpir  public  councils.     That  the 
patentees  or  possessors  of  large  unsettled  Territories  be  injoyned  to  cause  them  to  be  settled 
in  a  reasonably  time  on  pain  of  forfeiture.     That  the  complaints  of  the  Indians,  relative  to  any 
grants  or  possessions  of  their  lands  fraudulently  obtained  be  enquired  into  and  all  injuries 
redressed      That  the  bounds  of  these  Colonies  which  extend  to  the  South  sea,  be  contracted 
and  limited  by  the  Alleghenny  or  Apalachian  mountains,  and  that  measures  be  taken  for  setting 
from  time  to  time  Colonies  of  His  Maj'>"  protestatit  subjects,  westward  of  said  Mountains  in 
convenient  Cantons  to  be  assigned  for  that  purpose;  and  finally:  That  there  be  a  Union  of 
His  Maj'**  several  Governt'  on  the  Continent,  that  so  their  Councils,  Treasure  and  strength  may 
be  employed  in  due  proportion  ag"  their  common  Enemy.     All  which  is  submitted: 
Adjourned  till  9  o'clock  tomorrow  morning. 
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At  a  Meeting  in  the  Court  House  at  Albany  on  Wednesday  the  10-  July  1754.  A.  M. 
Pkksenx- Joseph  Murray  and  W-  Smith  Esq"  of  the    -uncil  of  New  York. 

All  the  Commiss"  except  Henry  Sherbum  L  .q'  one  of  the  Commiss"  for 
iNew  Hampshire. 

adjoui-ned  to  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


At  a  Meeting  &c.  on  Wednesday  the  lO"*  July  1754.  p.  m. 

PKESK^x-His  Honour  the  Lieuf  Gov^  and  the  four  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  of 
New  York  and  all  the  Commiss"  for  the  respective  Governments. 
The  consideration  of  a  plan  of  a  Union  was  resumed  which  plan  is  as  follows: 

Plan  of  a  proposed  Umox  of  the  several  Colonies  of  Massachusets  Bay,  New 
Hampshire  Connecfcut,  Rhode  Island,  New  York,  New  Jerseys,  Pennsy  vania 
Maryland,  V  ,rg,n>a.  North  Carolina,  and  South  Carolina,  fo  their  mu  ull 
del^^^^^security,    and    .r    e.   ..,    the    British    Settlements  t 

That  humKi'"-  ur-i.'iij^'^i  -^r  1.^  r^ario  '- . ,.       ,i.    r  ^i     r«    .. 

Ihatwithm  Months  after  the  n-Rsin..  „  such  Act    ThP  hnn.n  „f  .■        . 

.h. . eve™,  A.».bue.,.h„.  Happen . „'„..;.,„,  ::t,.f;j:;;:':i7;:ip^^^ 

Massachusets  Bay 

New  Hampshire..  ^' 

Connecticut 

Rhode  Island ' f' 

Ne  w  Yo r k !..."." " ' 

New  Jerseys 

Pennsylvania 

Maryland 

Virginia 

North  Carolina ^* 

South  Carolina. . .  *' 

4. 
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WI,o  shall  meet  for  the  present  time  at  the  City  of  Philadelphia  in  Pennsylvania,  being  called 
by  the  President  General  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  after  his  appointment. 

That  there  shall  be  a  New  Election  of  Members  for  the  Grand  Council  every  three  years, 
and  on  the  death  or  resignation  of  any  Member,  his  place  shall  be  supplyed  by  a  new  choice 
at  the  next  sitting  of  the  Assembly  of  the  Colony  he  represented. 

That  after  the  first  three  years,  when  the  proportion  of  money  arising  out  of  each  Colony  to 
the  General  Treasury  can  be  known,  the  number  of  Members  to  be  chosen,  for  each  Colony 
Shan  from  time  to  time  in  all  ensuing  Elections  be  regulated  by  that  propor  ion  yet  o  aB 
that  the  Number  to  be  chosen  by  any  one  province  be  not  more  than  seven  nor  less  than  two). 

That  the  Grand  Council  shall  meet  once  in  every  year,  and  oftener  if  occasiou  require,  a 
such  time  and  place  as  they  shall  adjourn  to  at  the  last  preceeding  ^^t-S-^r'xs  they  shall 
be  called  to  meet  at  by  the  President  General,  on  any  emergency,  he  having  first  obtained    n 
writing  the  consent  o?  seven  of  the  Members  to  such  call,  and  sent  duo  and  timely  notice  to 

%tt'Z  Grand  Council  have  power  to  chuse  their  speaker,  and  shall  neither  be  dissolved 
prorogued,  nor  continue  sitting  longer  than  six  weeks  at  one  time  without  their  own  consent, 
or  the  special  command  of  the  Crown.  _  „u:ii:„„„ 

That  the  Members  of  the  Grand  Council  shall  be  allowed  for  their  services  ten  shilhngs 
sterling  per  diem,  during  their  Sessions  or  Journey  to  and  from  the  place  of  Meeting  ;  twenty 

miles  to  be  reckoned  a  days  Journey.  „  ,     r^       i  /-.         -i   „„,i 

That  the  Assent  of  the  President  General  be  requisite  to  all  Acts  of  the  Grand  Council,  and 
that  it  be  his  Office  and  duty  to  cause  them  to  be  carried  into  execution. 

That  the  President  General  with  the  advice  of  the  Grand  Council,  hold  or  direct  all  Indian 
Treaties  in  which  the  general  interest  or  welfare  of  the  Colonys  may  be  concerned  ;  and  make 
peace  or  declare  War  with  the  Indian  Nations.  That  they  make  such  Laws  as  they  judge 
necessary  for  the  regulating  all  Indian  Trade.  That  they  make  all  purchases  from  Indians  for 
Icrown,  of  lands  [nowf  not  within  the  bounds  of  particular  Colonies,  or  that  shall  not  be 
within  their  bounds  when  some  of  them  are  reduced  to  more  convenient  dnnensij  T^iat 
they  make  new  settlements  on  such  purchases  by  granting  Lands,  [in  the  Kings  namej 
reserving  a  Quit  rent  to  the  Crown,  for  the  use  of  the  General  Treasury. 

That  they  make  Laws  for  regulating  &  governing  such  new  settlements,  till  the  Crown  shall 
think  fit  to  form  them  into  particular  Govern".  .  ,  •   ^  ,     •  i 

That  they  raise  and  pay  Soldiers,  and  build  Forts  for  the  defence  of  any  of  the  Colonies,  and 
equip  vessels  of  Force  to  guard  the  Coasts  and  protect  the  Trade  on  the  Ocean  Lakes,  or  great 
R  vers ;  but  they  shall  not  impress  men  in  any  Colonies  without  the  consent  of  its  Legislature. 
That  for  these  purposes  they  have  power  to  make  Laws  and  lay  and  Levy  such  general  du  les 
i.„posts  or  taxes,  as  to  theiu  shall  appear  most  equal  and  just,  considering  the  ^  '  '  y'^;^  ; 
cir  umstances  of  the  Inhabitants  in  the  several  Colonies,  and  such  as  may  be  col!  cted  with    1  e 
east  inconvenience  to  the  people,  rather  discouraging  luxury,  than  'o^^"'^  '"f-JJ^.  ^   '^^ 
unnecessary  burthens. -That   they  might   appoint   a   General   Treasurer   and  ^   P^jj     ''- 
Treasurer  in  each  Govern'  when  necessary,  and  from  time  to  time  may  order  the  sums  in 
the  Treasuries  of  each  Govern',  into  the  General  Treasury,  or  draw   on  them    or  special 
payments  as  they  find  most  convenient;   yet  no  money  to  issue  but  ^V  i'^^^' ^^^J^^,^ 
President  General  and  (irand  Council,  except  where  sums  have  been  appropriated  to  partu  u  ar 
purposes,  and  the  President  (Jeneral  is  previously  impowered  by  an  Act  to  draw  for  such  sums. 
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Tha  the  General  accounts  shall  be  yearly  settled  and  reported  to  the  several  Assemblies. 

consst    Tf         7fi       M      r'  ''°"""'  ""P""''"''  '"  '''  "'^'^  '•-  President  General,  do 
cons.st    of  twenty  five  Members,  among  whom  there  shall  be  one  or  more  from  a  maiorit;  of 

the  Colon.es.    Tha   the  Laws  made  by  them  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  shall  not  be  repugnant 

but  as  near  as  may  be  agreable  to  the  Laws  of  England,  and  shall  be  transmitted  to  tl,e  King 

n  Councd  for  approbation,  as  soon  as  may  be  after  their  passing,  and  if  not  disapproved  within 

three  years  after  presentation  to  remain  in  Force 

thJtt'  'V"  "I  u"  '"":  "^  "^'  '*''*^'''"''"*  ^«"*'^^''  *^«  Speaker  of  the  Grand  Council  for 

unti   tTe  Ss  nf  ""T  '.'"'  '^  '"'^'  ""^  ^'"  «^""^  ^^^^  ^^^  -"-"'y-  ^o  continue 
until  the  Kmgs  pleasure  be  known. 

That  all  Military  Commission  Officers,  whether  for  land  or  sea  service,  to  act  under  this 
General  constuufon  shall  be  nominated  by  the  President  General,  but  th     aprobat  on  of  th 
Grand  Councd  ,s  to  be  obtained  before  they  receive  their  Commissions ;  and  ill  Cv  1  Officer 
We  r""'^'    ^3^/^^«g-"d  Council,  and  to  receive  the  President  General's     ppr^ba  1 
before  they  officiate;   but  m  case  of  vacancy  by  death  or  removal  of  any  Officer  Civil  o 
M.htary  under  th.s  constitution.  The  Gov'  of  the  Province  in  which  such  vacancy  happens 
may  appoint  till  the  pleasure  of  the  President  General  and  grand  Council  ca      e'knoTn  - 
That  the  particular  Military  as  well  as  Civil  establishments  in  each  Colony  remain  in  their 
present  State  this  General  constitution  notwithstanding.     And  that  on  sudden'em    g  ndes    ny 
Colony  may  defend  itself,  and  lay  the  accounts  of  expence  thence  arisen,  before  the  Pr  s  den't 
General  and  Grand  Council,  who  may  allow  and  order  payment  of  the  same  as  far  a   they 
judge  such  accounts  just  and  reasonable.  ^ 

After  debate  on  the  foregoing  plan : 

Resolved.  That  the  Commiss"  from  the  several  Govern"  be  desired  to  lay  the  same  before 
heir  respective  constituents  for  their  consideration,  and  that  the  Secretary  to  thTs  Board 
transmi  a  copy  thereof  with  their  vote  thereon  to  the  Governor  of  each  of  the'colonies  w  h 
have  not  sent  their  Commiss"  to  this  Congress. 

His  Honour  proposed  to  the  Board  that  agreable  to  their  resolution  of  the  24.  June,  they 
would  now  consider  the  expediency  of  building  Forts  in  the  Indian  Country.  It  was  determined^ 
that  considering  the  present  wavering  disposition  of  the  Senecas  it  was  expedient  that  a  Fori 
should  be  built  in  their  Country  at  a  place  called  Irondequat  or  Tierondequat. 

Ordered.      That   a  Committee   be   appointed   to   consider   what    further    Forts   may    be 

^'committee  '  "'  '''  '"  ''''°"'  '"'  '"^  '"'  ''"'""^  "^"'^  '  ''^"^''^  ''- 

an^ltr^d  to^iht^Botr^"  '''  ''  ''''''  ''  '  ^"'"■"■'"-  ^°  ^^'^  ^'^  ^^'^^  ^"'^^ 
adjourned  till  tomorrow  morning  at  9  o'clock. 


h 
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At  a  Meeting  at  the  Court  house  at  Albany  on  Thursday  the  11'-  July  1754.  A.  M. 

PKESENT-His  Honour  the  Lieut'  Gov'  and  the  four  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  of 

AH  the' Co^L\s7'  from  the  several  Govern"  except  William  Pitkin  Esqr 
one  of  the  Commiss"  for  Cf^nnecticut. 

M'  Welles  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  what  other  Forts  may  be  necessary 
reo  rtTd  That  they  had  carefully  considered  the  present  state  of  the  Frontiers  of  these 
S:^l'aL  are  o^  Opinion  that  seLal  other  Forts  at  particu^ 

with  that  oroposed  at  Tierondequat,  that  as  there  is  no  probability  of  the.r  being  effected 
^e  prelt  dlmted  state  of  tl^e  Colonies,  and  the  General  union  may  make  some  of  them 
ule'cessar^r^e  apprehend  some  inconveniencies  may  arise  if  the  Board  should  go  farther 
into  the  consideration  of  that  matter  at  this  time. 

His  Honour  put  the  Question,  whether  the  Board  would  accept  of  this  Report. 

"'ttw''.'';hereupou  voted  that  M'  Franklin  be  de.ired  ,o  give  the  thank,  of  thi.  Bwd  t„  ,he 
.aid  M'  Joh    on  a" d V  Po.n.11.  and  de.ir.  then,  t.  .uff.r  copies  of  the  paper,  to  be  taken  by 
',      "     °i  ""  of  etch  Colony  for  the  consideration  of  their  respective  Oovern". 
the  Comn  ...    "/  «»?>'  '^"'°"^,,„  y„,^„,„  „„  „,„  Continent  may  have  liberty  from  time  to  Inn. 

„„d  that ,,,  oUver  copies  ^^^;j^^;;^,,„^  .,e  Record,  of  the.e  proceeding. 
oft'Sinml."  of 't^^lever^rSovL,,"  b,  lo'dged  ,n  the  Secretary-.  C.»ce  of  the  province  o, 

"m- ChLber.  and  M'  Peter.  Reported  that  they  had  examined  the.e  Minute,  of  the 

"TttfHt  'rnorrLi':^;";:^  Y^.^  »nd  tl,.  C„n.n,i.."  Of  the  .everal  Govern.- 

rose  without  any  further  adjournment. 
Ncw  York  26"- July  1754. 

A  True  copy  from  the  proceedmgs  of  the  Congress  held  in  the  City 
of  Albany  in  the  Province  of  New  York  in  the  months  of  June  and 

July  ofthis  present  ysar 

Examined  by  me 

Pkter  Wuaxall  Secrf 

-The  letter,  an.l  wortU  wiU.i..  .ruckeUs  iu  the  .-receding  Document,  .r.  Inserted  from  the  copy  iu  th.,  .oAn.n 


NOTK. 


i!an,i.cH,d',  I,  in  the  Stat.'  I-ibraiy 


—  lii). 


k 


LONDON  DOCUMENTS :    XXXI. 


893 


louncil  of 
tkin  Esq' 


lecessary, 
of  these 
lecessary, 
iffected  in 
i  of  them 
»o  farther 


d  for  the 
i  Pownall 
e  read  at 

lard  to  the 
!  taken  by 

lie  to  time 
the  same, 

roceedings 
iroviuce  of 

tes  of  the 

il  Govern" 


in  the  City 
if  June  and 


LL  Secrf 

ia  Ibo  Juhnnon 


Mr.  PmonaWs  Considerations  towards  a  General  Plan  of  Measures  for  the  Colonies, 

[  New- York  Papers,  Bnndle  Kk.,  No.  22.  ] 

Considerations  towards  a  general  Plan,  read  at  the  Congress  held  at  Albany 
11.  July  1754. 

The  Plan  of  the  French  measures  in  building  a  line  of  Forts  round  the  English  settlements  is : 

1"  To  cut  the  English  off  from  all  communication  of  alliance  or  Trade  with  the  Indians. 

The  reason  of  building  Fort  Cadaraghqui: 

»  They  found  it  necessary  to  build  this  Fort  for  a  Bulwa.k  against  the  incursions  of  the 
«'  Iroquois  and  to  interrupt  the  Trade  of  skins  that  these  Savages  maintain  with  the  Inhabitants 
"  of  New  York  and  the  Hollanders  who  have  formed  a  new  Colony  there,  for  they  furnish  the 
"  Savages  with  commodities  at  cheaper  rates  than  the  French  of  Canada"— Father  Henepin 
Chap"  4.  ^ 

The  Scheme  or  design  of  building  the  Fort  at  Niagara 

"  Such  a  Fort  as  this  might  easily  interrupt  the  commerce  betwixt  these  people  and  the 
"  English  and  Dutch  in  New  York.  Their  custom  is  t  carry  to  New  York  the  skinns  of  Elks, 
"  Beavers  and  several  sorts  of  Beasts  which  they  hunt  and  seek  after  for  two  or  three  hundred 
"  leagues  from  their  own  home.  Now,  they  being  obliged  to  pass  and  repass  near  to  this 
"  mouth  of  the  River  Niagara,  we  might  easily  stop  them  by  fair  means  in  time  of  peace,  or 
"  by  open  force  in  time  of  war,  and  thus  oblige  them  to  turn  their  commerce  upon  Canada" 
Id"  Chap:  7. 

The  design  of  building  the  Fort  Cananistigoyan'  on  the  Lake  superior: 

»  Tis  some  years  since  M'  Dulhut  built  a  Fort  upon  this  Lake,  where  he  had  large  Magazines 
«'  of  all  sorts  of  Goods.  That  Fort  was  called  Cananistigoyan,  and  did  considerable  diservice  to 
"  the  English  settlements  in  Hudson's   Bay"     La  Honton's  memoirs  of  North  America;;.  214. 

2')'  To  make  it  a  line  of  Circumvallation  to  confine  the  English  settlements  within  such 
bounds  as  the  French  are  please  to,  thus  set  to  the  English  provinces.  Many  proofs  might  be 
alleged  on  this  head  but  tiie  following  is  more  than  sulficient: 

The  Summons  of  surrender  sent  by  the  French  Officer  to  the  English  Officer  at  the  Forks 
of  Monongaheia. 

a*""  To  join  Louisania  and  Canada  to  become  Masters  of  the  Lakes  and  make  the  whole 
continent  one  French  Kingdom. 

"  I  plainly  perceiv'd  by  what  relations  I  had  of  several  particulars  in  dilferent  Nations,  that 
"  it  were  not  a  matter  of  great  difficulty  to  make  considerable  Establishments  to  the  South 
"  East  of  the  Great  Lakes,  and  that  by  the  conveniency  of  a  great  River  culled  Ohio,  which 
«'  passes  thro'  the  Country  of  the  Iroquois  a  passage  might  be  made  into  the  great  sea  at 
"  Cape  Florida."     Father  Henepin  Chap:  4. 

"  There  is  not  in  all  Louisiana  a  spot  better  adapted  for  an  Establishment  than  that  (viz:  i!io 
•' River  Ohio)  nor  where  it  is  of  morn  importance  to  have  one     ••••••     besides, 

"  the  communication  thence  with  Canada  is  as  easy  as  by  the  River  of  the  Illinois  and  the  road 
"  is  nmch  shorter.'    Charlevoix's  Journal  Historie  No'  8.  1721.  v.  «.  p  167. 


'  CamaiiiiligoyM, 


*  TUii  {lamgrRiib  in  traiiiUUd  froui  thu  Frtiicb.  —  Ea 
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.  The  Lake  Ontario  or  Frontenac  is  easily  navigable  and  that  with  great  vessels."     Father 

"^Tl^L^'.  build  on  the  sides  of  these  LaRes  an  infinite  nunab.  of  considerate 
..  Towns  which  might  have  communication  one  with  another  by  navigation  for  five  hundred 
..  Lrgues  togeth^^^^^      by  an  inconceaveable  commerce  which  would  estaLhsh  Uself  amongst 

"  \nTG78.'ThrFTenc'h'L  a  Brigantine  of  Ten  Tons  on  the  Lake  Ontario:  Chap:  14. 

In  1679  a  Ship  of  60  Tons  on  Lake  Erie.     Chap:  19. 

The  whole  back  Country  which  they  divide  into  Canada  and  Louisania  they  call  New  France. 

The  English  measures  therefore  should  be. 

1"  to  open  themselves  a  passage  to  and  a  communication  with  the  Indians. 

2'y  to  disioin  and  keep  separate  Louisania  and  Canada.  v,  .         , 

3.»y  To  throw  off  this  yoke  of  Forts  which  the  French  are  laying  on  their  necks. 

The  only  way  for  the  English  to  do  this  is  to  become  Masters  of  the  Indian  Countries  so  as 
to  Tecure  themselves  and  to  protect  the  Indians.  Then  and  then  only  would  the  English  have 
a  real  and  actual  interest  and  alliance  with  the  Indians. 

SZ^^^r:^^:^^.' try  pass  and  hold  in  the  Country  with  the  French 
-^:Z.I^!:^^:t^^^  a^ulre  the  Dominion  of  that  Navigation. 

Th:  F^e:::^!::';  m  Ca„ada  is  a  Military  United  power.    Is  calculated  for  Military 
adventures;  is  founded  and  actually  setled  in  such  adventures.     Does  not  consist  of  ^ms  and 
Ltrments  of  Farmers,  but  of  Forts  &  settlements  of  soldier3.     Is  actually  possessed  of  such 
pas  ed  Holds  and  has  secured  them  by  Forts.     The  undertaking  such  Military  adventures 
and  bunding  and  Garrisoning  such  Forts  is  but  actually  carrying  on  the  ordinary  method  and 
Lgu       ptn  o7  ettiing  their'colonies.     For  which  both,  the  people  and  Govern,  o    Cana  a  is 
Jonn  d      Whereas  tht  English  Provinces  consist  of  Farms  and  Farmers  and  settlemen  s  of 
aboun. It  fighting  Men.  who  must  live  and  maintain  their  Families   by  te  culture  of    heir 
esp       ve  settlenieuts.  cannot  therefore  be  draughted  out  and  employed  in  Military  adven  urc. 
wiTout  ruining  tlu-m  their  families  and  their  settlements.     They  cannot  settle  and  fight   oo. 
Th  y  1  Id  fig^.t  as  well  as  the  Freucii.  but  then  must  give  over  settl-ng      Tl=ey  make  the  bes 
Ittlem  nts  i.f  the  world,  but  then,  this  fixes  the  necessity  of  their  labouring  on  a  particular 
po        V  ereas  Military  adventures  requires  them  to  be  unsettled,  ready  to  March  an     be 
employed   at   any  place,   at   any   time.     As   thus   the    English    Provinces   are   .u.     in  the.r 
Co    X  ntH.  so  n  ither  they  are  in  their  Govern,  formed  for  Military  service,     i/.., /...•..«<> 
l^^^^MMmnU;  no  part  of  them  selected  trained  and  kept  a  constant  standing     orce  (as 
TZ^t:^^  fo    this  service  alone.     The  French  therefore  will  always  be  as  they  l.ave 
•  her  o  been  ma  ters  in  the  Field.     They  will  beat  us  at  the  dispute  of  every  pass  were  t  ey 
V        o  s  tt  out  with  us  at  this  moment.     What  they  have,  they  can  keep;  what  we  had 
J^;  h  V        kn    part  from  n«  and  can  take  the  rest  when  they  wi^^l.     But  a.  they  are  now 
iuL        lave  Forts  and  Garrisons   in   almost  every  pass  of  the  Country.     '» '-y  -'"  '  ^^ 
111  warning  draw  together  an  army  well  served  with  artillery  in  any  part  ol  the  Back 
C  .      N Vhne  the  English  if  they  could  raise  one  in  a  year  or  two's  time,  could  not  march 

U Trthey  are  now  circunutanced  )  to  any  place  where  it  was  wanted  while  the  necessity  ot 
the  service  continued. 
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Ihe  measure  therefore  most  reasonable  and  most  likely  to  succeed  is  to  sett  the  first  step 
where  we  have  already  a  footing.     We  have  in  the  heart  of  the  Indian  Country  a  Fort,  a 
Garrison,  a  Port.     Under  the  defence  of  this  the  English  may  build  a  Fleet  that  shall: 

l"  Open  Itself  a  passage  and  communication  to  the  Indians.  2»  They  may  establish  a  Trade 
of  the  most  easy  management  and  the  greatest  profit.  3»  That  would  divide  and  cut  off 
Louisania  from  Canada. 

1"  This  is  a  pass  the  French  are  not  possessed  of.  a  Pass  that  all  the  Forts  they  have  built 
are  of  no  use  to  the  defence  of.  A  Pass  that  the  English  in  their  own  way,  in  which  they 
have  always  been  superior  to  the  French,  could  dispute  with  the  Fr*ch  and  beat  them  out 

, ,  r  7      T7-  ""^  P'^P""  ^°'"''  ^""''^  ^'  ""•'^'l  ^""^  ^''«^«  "0  a'-tifi'^e  of  the  French 
could  divide  and  dissipate  it  ettc.  ettc.  ettc. 

2"''  The  navigation  of  the  Lakes  would  establish  a  Mart,  where  the  Indians  of  every  Nation 
would  resort.  •' 

"In  summer  time  several  Northern  Nations  come  to  hunt  and  fish  in  these  Parts  (he  here 
speaks  of  the  Lake  superior)  and  bring  with  them  the  Beaver  skins  they  have  gott  in  the 
Winter  in  order  to  truck  with  the  Coureures  de  Bois  who  do  not  fail  to  meet  them  every  year." 
Lahontan's  Memoires  of  N.  Am:  77,  214. 

If  the  Trade  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  which  is  as  it  were,  only  on  the  skirts  of  this 
great  continent  is  found  so  beneficial,  what  might  not  this  be,  that  is  in  the  very  heart  of  it. 

Ihe  Back  settlements  will  in  time  want  a  vent  for  their  produce;  this  Trade  would  open  to 
them  such  a  vent.  ' 

1"  &  2°  Being  Masters  of  this  pass  and  this  Trade  would  give  the  English  the  Command  of 
the  Indian  Country  and  consequently  of  the.  Indians;  which  is  the  only  way  to  preserve  their 
h  uiehty  and  alliance.     'Tis  the  only  way  to  enable  them  to  continue  our  Friends. 

The  example  of  the  Navigation  and  Trade  of  the  Caspian  Lake  may  not  only  be  a  Rule  of 
experience,  but  is  also  a  moat  encouraging  example. 

Many  other  reasons  for  and  consequences  of  this  measure  might  be  offered,  but  this  paper 
does  not  mean  to  give  reasons  hut  to  propose  considerations. 

3"  If  the  English  were  Masters  of  the  Lakes  and  had  consequently  the  friendship  of  the 
Indians,  the  French  could  have  little  or  no  communication  between  Louisania  and  Canada, 
and  no  communication,  no  effectual  one,  with  most  of  the  Forts  they  have  built  up  and  down 
the  Country,  ettc  ettc. 

Upon  the  whole,  this  Measure  is  adapted  to  the  Nature  of  the  strength  of  Ihe  Provinces  who 
are  maratime,  and  numbers  of  whose  people  are  Mariners;  ,<dc  into  lids  dmonstration  IhalmcH 
and  pcrftiips  one  third  or  a  qunrtcd  at  least  may  he  such. 

The  navigation  of  the  sea  and  River  on  one  side  and  of  the  Lakes  on  the  other,  would  form 
these  Provinces  into  a  Kingdom  equal  if  not  superior  to  the  Kingdom  of  New  France. 

All  that  can  be  <lone  at  prrsnit  is  under  the  defence  of  Fort  Oswego,  to  secure  the  dominion 
of  the  Lake  Ontario  ;  and  in  the  mean  while  to  secure  by  Forts  the  passes  upon  the  Frontiers  of 
our  own  settlements  (distinguish  here  the  Frontiers  of  the  Settlements  from  the  Frontiers 
of  the  Provinces)  and  those  of  our  allies  ;  to  protect  ourselves,  and  then,  this  being  done  we 
should  attempt  and  acquire,  for  It  is  in  our  power,  the  dominion  of  all  the  Lakes,  (perhaps 
the  Lake  superior  excepted).  New  Hampshire  Massachnsets  and  Rhode  Island  might  be 
alloted  to  the  Lake  t:hamplain— Coiineeticnt,  i\.  York  and  New  .lersey  to  Lake  Ontario  — 
Pennsylvania,  Maryland  Mrginiu  and  perhaps  Ih        irolinaa  too  to  lakes  Erie,  llliuois  ettc 
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..If  the  English  would  pursue  their  measures  .  the     est  "^^    f^^^^^^^^ 
..  The  isononfouanes  ( the  Senekas )  or  the  Goyogouans  ( Cayugas)^,    go    nd  seU  e    p 
..  Banks  of  the  Lake  Erie,  near  the  Mouth  of  U.e  I^-"  C-^^;;     /;.  ^  Zn  is  the  most 

••reach  the  Lakes."     Lahontan p  273.  (signed).        J.  Pownall. 

Appendix 

This  measure  respecting  the  management  of  Indian  afljirs  ^^:^-:Zt^:! ^^Z 
plan  of  a  general  Union  of  the  provinces,  or  may  be  applyed  as  an  expedient 
till  such  union  can  take  place.  ,  .  ^    .     ,    ,.  „  r„„ntrv1av  beine  that  of  a  Forest  stocked 

The  origi..»l  natural  form  unJ.r  wh.ch  the  ''•'^"^^^^^■.TXe.,^^  AnUnaU  bu.  only 
not  with  .heep  or  0»en  or  Hor.e,.  no.  witl,  f  »'»;/'»;?'■;  ^  ^,  ^  ,„„„  be  Hunted 

with  wild  BeMt.  ard  game ;  all  that  th,.  Country  f'"'>'^''''l''^  "'  ^^^  „„,  L,„<,w»rker,  but 
for.  The  Indian.  Therefore  would  con,equently  l^'  »  '''^  J^j;'  ^  ™'  never  have,  a.  in  fact 
Hunter,,  no.  Settler,  but  "™''«"" '  ;';y^:j^^ tj;':!  " ^Hitly  never  have,  a.  in 
they  never  had  any  idea  of  property  ,n  Land.  ^ '"y  "„„„„,„„  ^f  Rigi,,,  and  action.,  one 
fac,!tb.y  never  had  any  conrnron  fxed^.tere.  ,  ^'jyj'lll'll"^^!'''  »»  ad""-"™'-" 
Civil  union,  and  -"-^-''^/^^..^^  Xa"oXl°"°ty  «' "-'™'  '  "'"^  -' "i^"'"'"' 
::.;r;;;Tt::,7i7nrc^i:rrt;on."TLy  n'ever  l„d  .„y  o„e  collective  actuating  power 
of  the  whole  or  any  Magi.lrate  or  M.agi.trate.  to  ''''»">'"'*'■  j,,^  ,„ji„„,,  bei„g 

But  the  country  appearing  now  "'«'«'«  "7'''f ':::'';™;;;;wl?Cin  "^  ^ 
under  very  diireren.  circnn,.tanc.,  .n.,ng  ''^  f^/^'j' civt union  of  IW-r  aud 
than  .ee,  to  llnd  by  experienc  ™.l.er  timn   ea  on  the  nece.,>ty  o  |.„„i        „d  ,,„.  „. 

action,  and  that  the.e  circnn,,.  nee.  '■»«•"'""  .'rir""  e    repTecLely  in  that  point  of 

i:.tretiVera-:^iX:Hi:r„:Tef„:'::i;'oi .  .Ley  i.  ..ecotmng  th. 
"'niir  .etion.  thererore  of  '2;-::::x\::::z:^:^':'^^:^ 

.om.  agent  to  actuate  th..  1  ow.r ,  '''fJ  "'  "°        y„„^,  ^i,^  ;,,i„h  ,hey  are  connected  have 

r  :'Tt;:':rrr.:e:'b:.  fr  1  tircrzrccof  the  society  n„d.r  which  ,b.y  nv. 

formed  them  mio  a  Hvaie,  uuw  ^,.  .  ,    ,,i„,      Thpir  circumstances  require  and  look 

,heyc.n  never  have  -"''"'f '^"''^-^rt     -'„«  d      o.r;:',!  for  thi,  the  French 

all  the  CachnuuKtis  two  years  ago.  noMPgsion  of  this  lending 

Thpreforo  such  person  or  persons  as  can  acquire  or  actually  are  in  poMPSsion 
,i;:  this  authorUy  with  tlLn.  can  ne  thi.  Agent,  thi.  Leader,  ti.is  «tateho.der  ett. 
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Facts,  and  the  actual  State  of  the  circumstances  of  the  Indian  Affairs  and  of  the  French 
measures  show  the  necessity  of  such  an  Office,  and  it  were  needless  to  point  ou  the  us  anS 
beneficial  consequences  of  such. 

(signed)        J.  Pownall. 


y 


Colonel  Johneon^s  Suggestions  for  d,f eating  the  designs  of  the  French. 

i  New.York  Poper.,  Bnndle  Kk.,  No.  28.  ] 

Measures  necessary  to  be  taken  with  the  Six  Nations,  and  other  Matters  requisite 

BritiihS;:"'  Cit.'^^^""^  "^ '-''- ''  ^'- '--'  -  "- 

As  the  Six  Nations  and  their  All.es,  are  doubtless  much  altered  from  what  they  were  some 
years  ago.  espec.ally  s.nce  the  French  have  from  time  to  time,  without  being  interCted  Z 
treaung  w.th  them,  and  as  all  States  are  liable  to  vicissitudes  from  some  cause  or  h  r  w  h 
It  may  be  loss  of  time  now  to  bok  infn  thr.'   r  n,«  ..  c  ui  uuier,  wmcn 

States  is  too  manifest;  therefor    it  my  be  K-  ^    ^'^      '"^  '  '""''      '''"'""  ''  """ 

present  exigency.  '  ''  '"'  '°  ''"'*  °"^  management  according  to  the 

Imprimis,  it  is  not  reasonable  to  suppose  that  one  or  two  British  Govern',  should,  or  ever 
can  continue  to  reta.n  m  the  British  Interest,  such  a  number  of  people  as  the  Six  Nu  on 
amount  to,  winle  we  are  sure  to  be  so  far  out  bid  by  so  powerfull  an  opposite  as  the  Fren  h  in 
the  purchase  of  the  friendship  of  a  people,  who  from  their  situation  are  of  tlL Tg  ie.t 
consequence  to  the  preservation  of  all  our  &  their  Colonies,  according  as  they  are  affected. 
Ihe  Irench  be.ng  under  the  necessity  of  taking  their  Route  through  th.ir  Country  in  their 
march  to  the  Southward,  in  order  to  perfect  tl,at  fatal  line  of  communication  between 
the.r  most  distant  settlements,  by  means  of  which  to  lessen  our  Borders  and  to  make  continual 
discents  upon  our  defenceless  Frontiers,  an.l  crowding  us  into  the  sea;  it  is  our  bus'-  ^ss  a 
■  ndustrionsly  to  obstruct  their  designs  at  all  events.  The  Kyes  of  all  the  Western  Tribes  of 
Indians  are  upon  the  behavio.ir  of  the  Six  Nations,  whose  fame  of  power,  may  in  some  measure 
exceed  the  reality,  while  tl,ey  only  act  a  timid  and  neutral  part.  This  1  apprehend  to  be 
he.r  modern  .Mate  Now  to  hinder  the  incursions  of  the  French,  and  to  revive  the  spirits  of 
the  h.x  .Nations  and  their  allies,  nothing  can  conduce  more  to  those  desireable  ends,  than  first, 
establishing  (.arrisons  in  the  most  commodious  places  among  them  ;  for  till  such  time  as  their 
familys  and  corn  lands  eltc  are  covered  and  protected  by  us,  it  will  be  difficult,  if  at  all 
practicable,  to  obtain  their  assistance  against  the  French  on  any  emergency 

I  an.  now  to  mention  sentiments  of  the  Six  .Nations  in  regard  to  the  settlements  intended  to 
be  made  . It  Ohio;  they  dont  like  that  either  the  French  or  Knglish  should  establish  themselves 
there,  .t  be.ng  their  hest  lu.i.ling  gro  d;  they  rather  expected  we  should  assist  i,.  keepiuR 
and  dr.v..,g  the  French  off.  than  that  we  should  buil.l  Forts  only  to  restrain  the  French  from 
coming  down  turther  upon  ourselves.  I  b..|ieve,  were  the  French  hindered  from  settling  v, 
could  have  treated  with  them  for  those  lands,  as  they  never  refused  us  the  pre-en.ption  which  u 
Vol.  VI.  ijg 
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_  p«n.  to  .e.  ..„.  .i.out  .o.m.  .an  ..  .e  ..nc.  to  t..e  the.  as  H  ..e 
bv  force,  and  treat  tl.em  as  tho'  they  were  ^l^^^^^f^  „„^  ,,„,^„„  Enemy,  it  is  to  be 

-To  enumerate  other  requisites,  necessary    «    "  f^^'^^  „,  ,„  other  French  Trading 

observed,  that  there  are  stores  P--<^"^'^,<?^  •^'^;;^';  ';„"„, o,'.  but  given  occasionally,  as  the 
Houses  and  Forts  to  the  Westward.  wh,ch  -  -;  ^'^  ^°  '^^  ^,  J,  ,,  provided  for  by  an 
Indians  stand  in  need  of  them;  such  '^'"J  f  ^"^""X"  Forts  or  Trading  houses  that  may 
allowance  to  the  King's  Officer  at  Oswego  (or  ^'l^J^'^^l'^J^^,^^^  ,„  regulate  the  Trade. 

be  built  in  the  Indian  Country     ^\^^  ^^^^'i^:.:^^^ ^^^^ ^ 

This  allowance  should  be  expended  u.  some  coa^hn^^^  ^  ^^^^.^^^_  ^^^^^ 

£:S:r^^::;th;:;:X;r::  tefof  them  there,  and  on  their  return  to  the. 

-1  S^.  out  at  Oswego  sh^ld  .Kept  t.  ...  -  ^^  ^  ^^^r  ^^-^ 
the  Onondaga  River,  among  the  S  x  Nat.ons  em^  ^  ^^^^^^^  ^^ 

should  be  some  English  contmually  -«'^'"^  '"J^^.j^j  «,,  „t  Govern"  on  the  Continent 

others,   to  keep  up  a  -"^---i  -"7;"!^ J^  Oeorg  a  ^^^^^^ 

should  do  the  same  both  by  sea  -^  ';"'^;^"^  ^  "  ,^7,  f  «everal'colonies  may  be  alarmed  of 
inhabiting  both  Carohnas  f™'"  J'""''^/*'.^;  ''  '  ,,t  measure  might  be  done  by  Indians, 
the  actions  or  designs  of  the  French;  th,s  '" J  f;"'„j,„^    ^uh  the  different  Nations 

from  the  Senekas  Country,  as  ^,^^7,^-P  "^  ;;^:  Z;!';!"  as  theirs,  it  would  be  necessary 
inhabiting  beyond  them  ;  and  that  ^e-g  our  fro  t,  r  as  ^^      ^^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^^^ 

to  have  a  Fort  there  (Senecas)  R^''^^""^'^  ^^^^  f^  f  ^^  ^^^n  the  several  Govern"  as  above,  in 
observing  that  for  want  of  a  strict  '^'''''^'''^TliZeZ  be  no  union  in  our  Councils, 
regard  to  Indian  affairs,  that  the  '^'^■^^\^:;^''^^^^^^^^^ 

when  it  has  been  known  more  t'-« --' ^  '  ^^^^  ''^^'^  ^^  ,„aians.  as  tho'  our  Measures 
by  different  Colonies  at  the  -"-,  '«;;•  J,^,  ^.d  in  th  -ir  Councils  also,  being  doubtful  of 
^^^i:n:::;^'v::i:^a  Iar:;;:t;:  Z:L  the  Fren...     T.  Post  .om  Virgima  U 

A  Fort  also  at  Onondaga  where  the  '^'^  ^'-^^  °"^  ^"^  „f  ^^n,  also  a  Missionary  ; 

"ts;,a.lT.'o'»^  Cwego  .0  repair  ..e  arn,.,  keUlc,  e..o.  of  .he  Far  Indian.,  .1,0  c...  .her. 

annually  to  Trade.  ^  intercourse  wiAh  all  the  Indians  far 

A  further  encouragement  to  a  more  g^"^^  '^^ /";  ^„,,  ,,.„^„  ^^  them  all.  might  be 
and  near  at  that  place,  as  it  .s  a  genera  ^^^^^^  ^2u^  to  undersell  the  French.  A 
promoted  by  taking  off  the  dut.es.  ^  '^  .;/;;:  'p^.^ed  by  the  Colonies  in  general;  it 
plac3  of  such  universal  importance  should  be  la  gel y    upp  y  ,_^^^^  .^  ^^^  ^^.^.^^^ 

Ling  of  more  concern  towards  the  retam.ng    ^'      '«     -'^^t  that  place  with  the  aiK  wances 
Interest,  than  any  thing  yet  proposed. '»-'  J^-^  P^j;      ^,,^  ,,^^,„„  ,  „„acked.  and  U,  '.nder 
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This  would  be  to  good  purpose,  and  under  the  protection  of  this  Fort  might  vessels  be  built 
for  Service  on  the  Lake. 

Young  Men  of  learning,  at  least  Grammar,  to  reside  among  the  Tribes  of  the  Onondagas, 
Senecas,  and  Mohawks,  in  order  to  become  good  interpreters  in  every  dialect,  which  we  are 
much  wanted.     Those  might  serve  also  for  Schoolmasters  or  Catechists. 

It  might  be  expedient  to  remind  the  Indians  of  their  ancestors  having  given  and  rendered 
up  all  that  land  or  Country,  at  least  the  pre-emption  of  it,  where  their  Beaver  hunting  was,  to 
his  Majesty  King  William,  which  they  won  by  the  sword  eighty  years  before,  besides  their 
own  Native  land,  which  they  gave  also  and  earnestly  desired  an  instrument  to  be  drawn  to 
that  purpose,  and  that  it  might  be  carried  over  to  the  King  bv  Robert  Livingston  then  their 
Secretary,  which  afterwards  was  done  in  the  year  1727.— The  Question  then  should  be 
whether  the  Indians  will  join  us  in  defending  their  own  property  in  those  Lands,  while  we 
have  only  a  promise  of  pre  emption;  if  they  answer  in  the  affirmative,  it  will  be  necessary 
that  all  the  Colonies  give  them  the  strongest  assurances  that  they  will  support  them  against  the 
French  or  any  Enemy,  as  far  as  the  nature  of  our  constitution  will  admitt  of. 

They  the  five  Nations,  sliouid  be  reminded,  that  they  have  frequently  desired  that  the 
covenant  Chain  might  reach  from  New  York  to  Chenondoanah'  in  the  Senecas  Country,  and 
that  ail  the  people  who  live  within  it,  may  be  secure  from  the  attempts  of  an  Enemy;  that 
they  further  said,  they  would  remove  the  end  of  it  to  Teuglisaglirontey  (Detroit)  or 
Wawiaghtenhook,  were  it  in  their  power,  but  that  the  French  would  mock  at  it,  as  they  have 
taken  it  into  their  possession  already  against  their  will,  sending  people  thither  to  build  a  Fort; 
but  that  they  hoped  the  French  would  speedily  be  removed.  This  may  serve  to  shew  the 
early  and  continued  incroachments  of  the  French. 

W"  Johnson 


Onkr  in  Council  njeciing  the  Address  of  the  Assembly  of  New -York. 

[  New. York  r«per»,  Bundle  Kk.,  No.  82.  ] 

At  the  Court  at  Kensington  the  G"'  day  of  August  1754. 

Present —        The  Kings  Most  Excellent  Majesty  in  Council. 

Upon  reading  at  the  Board  a  Report  from  tiie  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  of  the  Committee 
of  Council  for  Plantation  all'airs  dated  the  IS"'  of  last  month  in  the  words  following.  viz« 

"Your  Majesty  having  been  jjleased.  by  your  order  in  Council  of  the  S"- of  April  last,  to 
"refer  unto  this  Committee  a  Representation  of  the  Lords  Conmiiss"  for  Trade  and  I'laulations 
"  upon  nn  address  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Province  of  New  York  to  your  Miij",  n'lntive 
"  to  the  39"'  article  of  your  Maj'-"  Instructions  to  the  late  Gov'  of  that  Province.— The  Lords 
"of  the   Committee,  in  obedience  to  your  Maj'>'   said  order  of  reference,  have  taken  the 

'  Thi.  luaittu  village  it  Ui,!  down  on  llie  wcsl  bauk  of  the  GcneBe.  Rivar,  about  fifteen  miles  south  of  Ukc  Onl»rio,  on 
PotmaU't  Map  of  tin  MidMt  Jirilfh  Coiuniu.  —  Ei>. 
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...aid   representation   and   address  into  their  consideration    and  to  find  that ^,eA-^ 
..  have  in  this  address  asserted,  that  the  iniputations  conta.ned  ,n  the  «^'f  f  ?  J^;^;'^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
..  Mnyy  Instructions  were  groundless,  and  have  been  most  falsely  and  '"^''c.ously   epe  ented 
..  to  your  Maj.^     But  the  said  Lords  Commiss"  set  forth  in  the,r  sa.d  -P--taUon         T  at 
....as  this  Instruction  was  founded  upon  their  Report  "P°"f  ^«*t  f,  ^*'"*  ^:°7Jf„t^^^^^^ 
..  ..  the  2-  of  April  J75I.,  They  think  it  their  duty  in  justification  to  themselve^.  «"d  for  the 
....s  pportof  your  Maj.-  honour  and   dignity,  to  observe,  that  the  ^^^^^  ^  «   ^^^^^^^^ 
..  ..        Lined,  a'nd  whici  are  recited  in  the  Instructions  are  verified  in  the  cl-est  an    s  rong 
..  ..  manner,  by  a  variety  of  incontestable  evidence.     That  U  appears  from  th    J""    '^'^  "Jj^^ 
..  ..  proceedings  of  the  Council  and  Assembly,  that  during  the  greatest  part  of  M'  Chnton 
....Administration.  Faction.  Animosity,  and  disagreement  did  subsist  between  the  d.fferent 
..  ..bribes  of  th     Legislature,  and  that  the  publick  peace  and  tranqu.hty  of  the  Provmce 
..  ..was  greatly  disturbed.     Ti.at  it  appears  from  the  Acts  of  the  Assembly,  P«r  -ularly  by 
..  ..Those  for  raising   money  for  public  service,  which  are  all  of  a  temporary  nature,  a,^  to 
..  ..  wirh  your  Maf  Gov^  was  necessitated  from  the  exigencys  of  the  service  m  tune  of  War 
..  ..  to    Wers  assent,  that  the  Assembly  have  taken  to  themselves,  not  only  the  -nagemen 
....and   disposal  of  such   public   money,  but  have  also  wrested  from  your  ^I'^Jj    G°         e 
..  ..  nomination  of  all  Officers  of  Govern',  the  custody  &  direction  of  a  I  the  pubhc  M.htary 
..  ..  Zstir  mustering  and  regulating  of  Troops  raised  for  your  Maj'^''  service,  and  in  short 
:.  ..  Toll    very  ler  Executive' part  o'f  Goven.  by  which  unwarrantable  -croac  men  s^^^^^^^ 
....Lisionsof  vour  Mniesty's  just  and  undoubted  authority,  order  and  good  Govern  were 

ub  ert       5?ur  Maj.^^^  service  obstructed,  and  the  security  of  the  Province  endangere 
..  ..       t     rite   every'imputation  of  misconduct  in  the  Assembly  --oned  in  your  M  f 
..  ..  s.id  Instruction,  is  so  clearly  proved  from  their  own  act  and  proceedings.    Fhe  ^a.d  Lords 
....Cn/n"rare  of  opinion  that  no  regard  ought  to  be  had  to  the  ^^^^  ^  ^'^;;;/     7' 
....that   they   have   been    falsely   and   ^^^iciously   represeii  e^^^^^^     And  Lon^s   of^^the 

..  rommittee  agreeing  in  opinion  with  the  said  Lords   Commiss    lor   iraue  «- 
..  do  th'elTre  humbly  Repo't  to  Your  Maj•^  0.at  ike  said  address  of  tke  General  AssemlJy  of  the 
..  iirovince  nf  New  York  ought  to  be  rejected" 

Hs  Thiesfv  this  day  took  the  said  Report   into  consideration   and  was  pleased  v.  th  the 
His  wajesiy  ini8  u.iy  iv  'r  .„,!  tn  nrH.^r  aa  it  is  hereby  ordered,  that  the  said 

.  rivipp  of  His  nrivvCounc    to  approve  thereof  and  to  order  as  u  18  nerewj'u  . 

advice  ot  tiis  privy  ^  ^^  .  ^        york,    Be,   accordingly  rejected, 

address  of  the   General    Assembly  of  the    I  rov     «»   ^'^^    '"      ,  „     ^  ^l^  y^^^  ^,, 

Whprpof   the  Lieut'  Gov'  or  Commander   in   Chief  of  His  W.ij       i  rov     oi 
I  toe  being!  :„d  ..1  others  whom  i.  may  concern,  are  .o  take  nouce,  aa-l  govern 
themselves  accordingly  (a  true  copy)  W.  Shahpe. 
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Lords  of  Trade  to  Secretary  Robinson. 

[  B.  T,  I'lantatlons  Oenoral  Entries,  K.,  808.  ] 

To  Sir  Thomas  Robinson  one  of  His  Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State. 
Sir 

In  obedience  to  His  Majesty's  commands  signified  to  us  by  your  letter  of  the  14"'  of  June 
last,  we  iiave  prepared  a  I'lau  of  General  Concert  to  be  ent'red  into  by  His  Majesty's  several 
Colonies  upon  the  Continent  of  North  America  for  their  mutual  and  con)mon  defence,  and  to 
prevent  or  remove  any  encroachments  upon  His  Majesty's  dominions;  which  Plan  we  herewith 
inclose  to  you.  together  with  our  Representation  to  His  Miijesty  upon  it;  whicJ!  we  desire  you 
will  be  pleased  to  lay  before  His  Majesty. 

We  are,  Sir 

Your  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  Servants 

Dunk  Halifax 
Jam  :  Grenvillb 
Fran.  Fane 
And:  Stone 
Jam'  Oswald 
Whitehall  Ricnd  Edgecumbe 

August  9""  1764.  Tho-  Telham. 


Representation  to  the  King  with  plan  of  General  Concert. 

[  PlantallDDi  General  Entries,  K.,  809.  ] 

To  the  Kings  Most  Excellent  Majesty 

May  it  please  Your  Majesty. 

In  obedience  to  Your  Majesty's  commands  signified  to  us  by  Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  one  of  Your 
Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State  in  his  letter  dated  the  14""  of  June  last,  we  have 
prepared  and  herewith  humbly  beg  leave  to  lay  before  Your  Majesty  the  draught  of  a  Plan  or 
Project  of  General  Concert  to  be  eiitred  into  by  Your  Majesty's  Several  Colonies  upon  the 
Continent  of  North  America  for  their  mutual  and  common  defence,  and  to  prevent  or  remove 
any  encroachments  upon  Your  Majesty's  Dominions. 

This  Plan  consists  of  three  distinct  parts  or  propositions,  viz' 

1"  That  a  certain  and  permanent  method  be  established  for  maintaining  such  Forts  as  are 
already  built  upon  their  Frontiers,  or  may  be  further  necessary  to  be  built  for  supporting  proper 
garrisons  in  such  forts,  for  defraying  the  expence  of  the  usual  and  necessary  presents  to  the 
Indians  &  other  contingent  charges,  and  for  establishing  &  subsisting  Commissarys  in  such  of 
the  Forts  as  shall  appear  to  bo  necessary  for  the  management  of  Indian  services. 
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„.,  n.„r  nf  Yniir  Maiestv's  Colonies,  provision  mny 
od  Thnt  unon  anv  attack  or  invasion  upon  any  ot   lour  i>iaji,8iy  »  ^  .  r 

be    mide   f        aLin,   such    a   number   of  troops   over   and    above  those    upon  the  ordinary 

Publishment,  as  .nay  he  nece.ary  ^  OPP-;;"^^^-^  ;----:  ;„  ,,,.,eneies 
3.  That  the  commando   all  the  Ports  &G^^^^^^^^^^^^  ^    ^^^^^  J  p^^^^„^ 

&  the  sole  direction  of  Indian  Affairs  be  place  ■         .nt  „,,.,,„.i7ed  to  draw  upon 

Commander  in  Chief,  to  be  appointed  by  Your  Nhije.ty.  who  s       ^e Jt  omed  to  P^^ 

the  Treasurer  or  other  proper  Officer  of  each  Colony  for  such  ""'^ J^  ^"^  ^^^^,^j  ,•„, 
necessary,  as  well  for  the  ordinary  as  extraordinary  service,  accordmg  to  the  Quota 

^thet^rirst  points  are  proposed  to  be  established  by  the  mutual  consent  a"^;;^--nt  of 
the  Colonies  themselves,  to  be  finally  ratified  and  confirmed  by  ^7-^^'  '^^ '  i^^^""^;  , 
us  that  this  method  might  b»  liable  io  the  least  objection  and  perhaps  the  spce.hest       point 

"'wirle^o^rd  to  the  manner  in  which  the  Colonies  are  to  proceed  in  deliberating  upon  and 

application  for  an  interposition  of  the  Authority  of  Parliament. 
^The  execution  of  the  third  and  last  Proposition  of  this  plan,  so  far  as  ■•^|'^^^«;';;  P;;^" 
wh    h  the  Commander  in  Chief  will  have  over  the  Forts  ^.C-^-^^"!^.  ^  up  n  You 
Taised  in  the  Colonies  and  in  the  management  of  Indian  Services,  depends  -"8'^  "P""    ^^ 
Mrsty-  who  may,  as  we  humbly  apprehend,  legally  and  by  virtue  of  your  "-«  ^"^"^         ' 
f^ri-'iy^erson  U  Majesty  shill  thinK  proper,  -^-^-^^:-;JZ':^::iZ:::Z 
proper  and  effectual  exercise  of  this  power  ,t  is  proposed  that    t  ;''«"';J^^  "j;*^  ^„  j,,^ 

by  the  Colonies,  that  he  should  be  authorized  under  certain  regulations  '^^^'^uT^^^^^^^ 
upon  the  Treasurer  or  other  proper  officer  of  each  Colony  for  such  --  ;-        ,^  J^ 
be  paid  by  them  for  the  ordinary  as  well  as  the  extraordinary  service.     We  shall  not  taK.    p 
Your  Majesty's  time  in  entring  into  any  arguments  to  prove  the  propriety  and  " --  X   J  "" 
Ippointinent'of  this  kind,  as  we  humbly  apprehend  it  will  ^^^'^^^^y ^^^  ^^Z^^Z 
th-^t  circumstanced  as  the  Colonies  are,  divided  into  seperale  and  d:.tinct  I  rovinces,  having, 
U  le   rn    clexion  with  or  dependence  upon  each  other,  neither  this  nor  any  ot l.er  p  an 
Union  could  be  effectual,  unless  the  command  of  the  Forts  and  troops  and  Jie  management 
of  Indian  affairs  and  services  should  be  put  under  one  general  direction.  .^Umitted 

These  are  the  principal  observations  which  have  occurred  to  us  as  necessary  -  1^«;»J  "'^^^^^^^^^^ 
to  Your  Majesty  upon  his  Plan  ;  to  which  however  Your  Majesty  will  permit  us  to  add  lut 
as  it  proposed  that  in  order  to  settle  the  several  I'oiuts,  the  Commissioners  nominated^^^^ 
the  Colo^iies  should  meet  at  such  time  and  place  as  Your  Majesty  should  appoint;  we  humbly 
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submit  it  to  Your  Majesty  whether  it  may  not  be  adviseable  that  the  City  of  New  York  should 
be  the  pii.ce  of  meeting,  as  being  the  most  central  &  therefore  the  most  convenient  in  point 
of  situation. 

Upon  the  whole  however  we  must  observe  to  Your  Majesty  that  from  the  delay  which  must 
necessarily  attend  the  execution  of  any  new  plan  for  an  Union  of  the  Colonies,  it  cannot  be 
made  to  answer  the  purpose  of  a  present  exigency.  Whatever  circumstances  ther  fore  of 
danger  or  exigency  may  subsist  at  this  time,  such  danger  must  be  guarded  against  and  such 
exigency  provided  for,  by  an  application  of  such  means  of  strength  and  force  as  can  he 
procured  in  the  most  expeditious  and  effectual  manner  under  the  direction  of  some  proper 
person  to  be  appointed  by  Your  Maje8ty[s]  Commander  in  Chief  of  ail  Your  Majesties  Forts 
and  Garrisons  in  North  America  and  of  all  Forces  raised  therein  or  sent  thither,  and  likewise 
Commissary  General  for  Indian  Affairs;  which,  for  the  reasons  we  have  already  given,  appears 
to  us  to  be  absolutely  necessary  and  expedient  for  your  Majesty's  service 

All  which  is  most  humbly  submitted 

Dunk  Halifax 
Jam"  Grenville. 
Fran:  Fane 
And*  Stone 
Jam"  Oswald 
W'''^"^^"  Rich-  Edgcumbe 

^"8-  9-  1^5^  Tho"  Pelham. 


Plan  for  a  General  Codperatioa  of  the  North  American  Colonies. 

[B.  T.  Plantations  Oeneral  Enlri«a,  K.,  830.] 

The  Draught  of  a  Plan  or  Project  for  a  General  Concert  to  be  entred  into  by 
His    Majesty's   several  Colonies   upon   the  Continent   of  North   America, 
^  for  theii    .nutual   and  common   Defence,  and  to   prevent  or   remove   any 
encroachments  upon  His  Majesty's  dominions.     9  Aug.  1754. 

It  is  proposed  that  a  Circular  Letter  or  Instruction  be  forthwith  sent  to  the  Governors  of  all 
the  Colonies  upon  the  Continent  of  North  America  to  the  following  purport  and  effect,  viz' 

To  set  forth  the  danger  to  which  they  are  exposed  from  the  encroachments  and  invasions  of 
a  foreign  Power. 

That  the  only  .  ifectual  method  of  putting  a  stop  to  these  encroachments  and  invasions,  and 
preventing  the  like  for  the  future  will  b.-  forthwith  to  agree  upon  a  Plan  for  maintaining 
and  supporting  a  proper  number  of  Forts  upon  the  frontiers,  and  in  such  other  places  as  shall 
appear  to  be  necessary  for  the  general  security  of  the  Colonies;  for  raising  k.  subsisting 
regular  Independant  Companies  lor  garrisoning  such  Forts;  for  making  provision  for  defraying 
the  expences  of  presents  for  the  Indians  and  for  the  other  contingent  charges  of  that  service, 
and  for  putting  Indian  Affairs  under  one  general  direction;  and  for  raising  and  maintaining 
troops  for  the  general  security  service  and  defence  of  the  whole,  upon  any  attack  or  invasion. 


NEW-YORK  COLONIAL  MANUSCRIPTS. 
To  «.e  .1,,  ..rge„.  „,ee»Wy  t„e,e  i,  .f  .n  i„„„e.U,...  Union  of  0,e  .ev.ra,  C„,o„i..  upon 
llie  Continent,  for  this  purpose.  j^^g  considerntion 

contingent  ciiarges  attending  this  service.  mmntaininc  Commissaries   to   be 

That   provision  be  likewise  made  in  such  ^^T    'l.7TopT(o7^^^^  regulation  and 

established  by  His  Majesty  in  such  Forts  as  shall  be  thought  proper  g 

management  of  Indian  ailairs.  .i  „  „r.>ntpr  exactness  the  Commissioners  be 

That  in  order  to  »e„le  U,e„  «..n.a.e3  w„l,  '«S  -•=«-;  ,,,, 

f„r„i.i,..  wiU,  "-•-■•'7«„^;;'7:'':,,:l:;,';„Xt  Inner  ,„e  .oney  „..  been 
been  al  for  iwenly  years  last  past,  lor  tlwse  servites, 

applied  and  disposed  of.  Commissioners  do  agree  upon  lire 

That  when  the  E,tin,ate»  .hall  have  be^en  "i^"'™ ""  „f  j,,,,  ,„,i„. 

,aantn„,  of  m.ne,  .0  1«  applied  by  eae  Colon  ^''3;^^':,  ,„,„„„,  ,„J.,  „ealth 
J''-'''«''';"\:;''err"r:'r'r     pu       so   tl,:  Con,„,issio„ers   are  to  be    faraished 

liU,':::;;.!  »:,;  au'h'e°,l'at":  „ecoun.^  »?  U,e.o  particulars,  and  of  the  state  of  eacb 

°°S7.'t;rc„n,n,iss,„ner.  do  a,ree  ,,,at  in  case  of  any  e^r^^^^^^^^^ 

otherwise,  whereon  It  may  be  necessary    o  '7«  '  °°    J"/ '     ,e Teeof  shall  be  defrayed  by 

Charge  for  Forts  &=  respective  Councils  and  Assemblies  that  His  Majesty 

That  the  Governors  do  signily  to  their  respecuve  Mi.iesty's    Forts   and 

service,  for  a  proper  salary  (or  such  Commander  u.  Cine  .  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^  .^ 

That  it  be  settleci  and  agreed  by  ^^^  '^^^^'^.^.^l^,,  from  time  to  time  as 

Commander  in  Chief  and  Commissary  for  Indian  ^^^^"^^^.^^^  „^  „„„,  p,„p,,  ,fli,er 

occasion  may  require   to  ^^^ZV^^J^^^^^^^^^  ^"'""^  -^^^'-'^  ^^ 
appointed  to  recen.     le  D  ^ ^^^^^^^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^^,^^  ,,,  ...^ral  For.s  and 

such  sums  of  money  as  sli.ui  oe  nee         y  eonlineent  charges,  according  to  the 

Garrisons,  maRing  ^-^^-^X^^;:^:^        ^.^d  Irvice,   I  in   proportion   to 
general    estimate    agreed    upo      lor   the    or,         y  ^^^^^^^_^  ^  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^^^^  ^ 

the   Quantum  settled  (or   each  Colony,    ..Kinf,  ""',    ,r,,„„ia8  are  made, 
particular  estimate,  expressing  the  particular  service  (or  ^vh.ch  such         b 
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That  in  all  cases  of  attack  or  invasion  vvi.ereon  it  may  be  necessary  to  raise  troops  for 
repelling  «uch  .nvas.on  or  attack  beyon.l  the  number  on  the  ordinary  Establishment,  the 
estimate  of  he  charge  of  such  troops,  of  extraordinary  presents  to  the  Indians  and  of  the  othe. 
Contmgent  Lxpences  shall  bo  formed  by  the  Governor  Council  and  Assembly  of  the  Colony 
invaded  or  attacked,  and  inm.ediate  notice  thereof  trans.nitted  by  the  Governor  of  such 
Colony,  wth  a  Copy  of  the  estimate,  so  prepared  as  aforesaid,  to  the  Governors  Councills  and 
Assen.blys  o(  the  other  Colonies  upon  the  Continent,  and  that  it  be  settled  and  agreed  by  the 
Comm.ss.oners  at  the  general  n.eeling,  that  upon  such  notice  so  sent,  a  Commissioner  shall  be 
forthwlh  nommated  and  appointed  to  each  Colony  respectively  to  meet  at  such  place  as  the 
Commander  m  Clnef  shall  appoint,  m  order  to  take  into  consideration  and  deliberate  upon 
the  aforementioned  estimate  so  prepared  by  the  Colony  invaded,  with  full  power  to  alter  the 
same  ,n  such  manner  as  shall  be  thought  expe.iient,  and  that  when  the  same  shall  have  been 
agreed  upon  by  the  majority  of  the  Commissioners  who  shall  be  there  present,  any  five  of 
which  shall  make  a  Quorum,  the  Commander  in  Chief  shall  be  impowered  by  them  to  draw 
upon  the  Treasurer  or  other  proper  ollicer  of  each  Colony  for  the  respective  Quotas  each 
Colony  IS  to  bear,  of  such  expence,  in  proportion  to  the  ordinary  established  estimate  for 
r  orts  in" 

That  the  draughts  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  as  well  for  the  ordinary  as  extraordinary 
service  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer  &'  of  each  Colony  respectively  out  of  any  money  lying  in 
lus  hands,  in  preference  to  all  other  services  whatever,  and  that  in  case  it  shall  so  happen  that 
the  Ireasurer  of  any  Colony  shall  not  have  in  his  hands  a  sufficient  sum  to  answer  such 
draughts  he  be  impower'd,  by  the  general  agreement,  to  borrow  such  a  sum  as  shall  be 
necessary;  for  repayment  of  which  provision  is  to  be  forthwith  made  by  the  Assembly. 

That  It  be  signified,  that  the  said  Commander  in  Chief  will  be  directed  to  transmit  to  each 
Colony  once  in  every  year,  an  account  upon  oath  of  all  his  disbursements  for  the  publick 
service,  and  that  he  will  be  obliged  to  account  in  His  iMajesty's  Exchequer  for  all  money 
received  and  disposed  of  by  him. 

That  each  Colony  may  appoint  a  Commissioner  to  view  and  inspect  from  time  to  time  as 
they  shall  think  proper  the  state  of  the  several  Forts  and  Eortifications,  and  of  the  repairs 
made  thereon,  and  to  make  report  thereof  to  the  Governor,  Council  and  Assembly  of  such 
Colony  respectively,  &  that  each  Colony  may  likewise  make  Representations  from  time  to  time 
to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  of  the  state  of  each  Colony,  and  propose  to  him  such  measures  as 
shall  occur  to  be  necessary  for  the  general  good  of  the  whole. 

That  when  the  Commissioners  have  deliberated  upon  and  settled  the  foregoing  points,  they 
do  transmit  to  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  &  to  the  Commissioners  for  Trade  and 
Plantations,  to  be  laid  before  His  Majesty,  attested  copies  of  all  their  Minutes  and  I'roceedings 
and  that  they  do  prepare  a  I'roject  or  draught  of  a  General  Convention  upon  the  foregoing 
Points  and  transmit  copies  thereof  to  the  respective  Colonies  to  be  forthwith  laid  before  the 
(Jovernors,  Councils  and  Assemblies,  who  are  to  take  the  same  into  immediate  consideration, 
and  having  made  such  alterations  therein  or  additions  thereto  as  they  shall  think  necessary, 
shall  return  them  to  the  Commissioners  within  two  months,  and  when  all  the  copies  shall  have 
been  returned  the  Commissioners  shall  resume  their  deliberations;  and  having  finally  settled 
the  whole,  the  Convention  shall  be  fairly  dr..-"n  .:;)  and  signed  by  each  Commissioner  and 
iraiismitted  liither  in  order  to  be  laid  before  His  Mnjes'v  for  his  approbation 
\  oi..  \  f.  114 
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And  ill  case  it  shall  so  liappen  that  any  of  the  Colonies  shall  neglect  to  appoint  a 
Commissioner  to  be  present  at  the  General  Meeting,  or  such  Commissioner  when  appointed 
shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  attend,  such  neglect  or  refusall  shall  not  prevent  the  Comm.ss.oners 
present  (any  seven  of  which  to  be  a  Quorum)  from  proceeding  upon  the  co"«»deration  of  the 
foregoing  points;  but  that  the  Convention  shall  be  proceeded  upon  and  finally  settled  and 
agreed  by  a  Majority  of  the  Commissioners,  and  when  so  settled  and  ratified  by  H.s  Majesty 

shall  be  binding  upon  the  whole. 

That  the  Governors  be  directed  to  signify  to  their  respective  Councls  and  Assemblies  that 
His  M;.iesty  does  not  intend  to  withdraw  that  part  of  the  expence  winch  the  Crown  has  been 
usually  at,  for  the  security  and  protection  of  the  Colonies;  but  that  he  w.l  be  gracous^y 
pleased  to  continue  to  maintain  and  subsist  such  a  number  of  his  troops  as  shall  appear  to  be 
Lce.,.aryto  be  stationed  in  America;  and  does  also  consent  that  whatever  sums  ot  money 
have  been  usually  given  by  His  Maje.ty  for  Indian  Services  shall  be  deducted  from  the  generall 
estimate,  as  the  share  His  Majesty  is  willing  to  bear  of  the  ordinary  establishment  for  this 
service,  and  that  upon  .ay  great  emergency  they  shall  receive  such  support  from  His  Majesty 
as  shall  be  thought  rea%o.iable  upon  a  due  consideration  of  the  Nature  of  the  case  and  ot  what 
llie  Circumstances  and  conditions  of  the  Colonies  shall  seem  to  require. 


Reverend  Dr.  Cutler  to  Dr.  Seeker;  Bishop  of  Oxford. 

[••Amerloaa  Colonlet  MB.,"  Limbelh  I'alaec,  No.  lliS,  I.,  No.  81.] 

Your  very  good  and  condescending  letter  camo  to  n.ind  July  2b. 

Had  any  important  charge  risen  from  the  pamphlets  I  sent  Your  Lordship,  1  had  presumed 
to  lay  it  before:  but  I  thought  it  too  minute  to  mention,  and  myself  happy  enough  in  Your 

.  Most  lUverond  Thom.s  S,ckku  «a»  u  native  cf  th.  vilUg*  of  Sibthorp,  NottinghaM.,l,ir*.  and  wa.  boru  in  the  year  Um. 

Hi;    r  ntrvrUi...nte,»,  ,„a  .K.iu'noa  thoir  ,«u  for  .,nl..«  in  their  eomn.uni,-. ;  but  in  ni«  be  appb.a  h,,n..lf  to  tl>« 

r         .  si     to   in,pruve  bin.elf  in  wbieb  bo  went  .,.  I'«,i,  in  ni«.     In  17...  however,   bo   re-ulve,l   to  take  orders  u. 

Icb  uSil  .1.  and  wa.  (  utter  .uilabU.  atudy  )  ordained  Priest  in  Mareb.  17...     T..e  fo.b.w.„«  y..ar  '-■  -' -"l-n  od 

, o  o  ,l..:.n  1«  spring,  and  in  1725  n>arried  the  Ki»ter  of  UM.op  Uen«,n.     In  17.7  he  beean.e  reelor  of  Uv.on,  and  ,„ 

;.    :   ,  : .ondltionof  msbopSherloek.  was  appointed  Chaplain  to  the  King,  and  ,n  '- f'-'"^ -V' --;'"'•     ' 

7  I      I      ,  .,v   nv,  be  ««.  appoiMted  Ilishop  of  liri.lol.  and  in  May,  1737,  tran»U.tcd  lo  the  See  of  Oxford.     In 

n,  "i::;.  :h  ;  A.         ; ':    S:r::n  .ierore  the  'oeicy  f>r  the  lVo,,a,atio„  of  the  Uo,pe,  in  Korei«n  V...u..U^^. 

he      .     w  d  th     t        of  lleligiun  in  .be  Cob.niea,  and  nr.ed  the  neee.i.y  of  appointing  n.hop.  m  An-cnca.        they 

ul  .Tl  l^on.   n,i,l,t  be  ordained  w,tbo«t  the  ineonveniencie.  of  a  Ion,  voyage;   vaeane.e,  m.^bt  be  ...,.pbed  m 

le!  tin,      tb     primitive  and  mo,t  u^efnl  np|.ointn.enl  of  oon.ir.nation  n,i,bt  be  re.tored.  a.,d  an  oroerly  .b.-.pbne 

'"'         TV     rrr  Nor  would  .neb   an  e.  abli^hn.ent  (proeee.led  be  )  en.roaeb -,t  all  on.be  pr.,ent  r,^.l .he 

rr::'  "•        1^u1:^J^-^M,  tbeir  .lependence  in.o  any  degree  of  that  I.an,,r  wbLb  .o,„e  per-on,  prot.,,  to 


< 


)  appoint  a 
1  appointed 
mmissionera 
ation  of  the 
settled  and 
Jia  Majesty 

smblies  that 
m  has  been 
e  graciously 
ippear  to  be 
lis  of  money 
the  generull 
lent  for  this 
His  Majesty 
and  of  what 


lad  presumed 
[)ugh  in  Your 

in  tlio  yo«r  10U3. 
ed  liiiiisulf  tu  tlio 
tu  take  orilent  iii 
lie  win  hiipoiiiti'il 
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t'lection  Sermon  now  enplnaoH  k^o  <-,       •..  .  ,  oi-eiimg.     me  price  of  his 

equal  to  6-  sterrrm.t  elt      I  7    T.  "  "."'  ^'""^"^  '^  '''  '^°'^'^-"-  -'^  -  l'»t 
wasinthesamepropolion      The  w  t  '"  ""^"PP^^  ^''PP^^  my  memory:  but  the  cost 

nor  could  I  procure  Ts    gle^ooy  upo    :  '"^rr"/  ''^"'^  '''^™°"  '^  "°-  ^'«P--'  "^^ 
got  one  Copy  for  the  Secflrv  of  X V      ^     ^   !'"■     »«'"«  '""«  ^So,  by  great  chance,  1 

that  Mayhew'  should  be  ppo  „ted  pr^ct'tt  E^r"  ^'  ''  '""'^i  '^  '""'^  '''  '^  "^' 
regular  teachers  of  the  town   drslildl  1         '  Sermonm  that  place  where  the 

a  part  in  their  week  ;  lecle  f    "  ""'-""T^  '"  ""■^'""'  "'""'^  ""'  ''^^^  '"•'»  to  bear 

general  Assembi  I  derl;,  I  1;!  o  oT  T  '""'  ""'"  ''^''""'•'  '"^^  "='-^'  '""  ->• 
i"  the  nress.  L  .e  is  a  Vol  of  d'  Z^l  -  """  °'""'  '°°''''  ""  ""■^"  ^^^•'•^^-'  -«  -- 
I'rince-s-Chronology  of  Xe  v  En 'ia^d  H  !  ■'  ":""'"  f """'"  '^  ^"«  ^^-'^  ^''"-  "^  "I' 
same  spirit,  without  the  boldnt^:  ^  ^:^''^::^t[  VT\  7^'"''  '"'""  °''  ^"*' 
a  new  light,  famous  both  among  u.  •  n  1  i n  ^  .  .  ''"  ^'^^^'^'^  "' '^^^ -^on^than  Edwards. 
Iteprobatlon,  which  he  wo        n  L    ipon  t  e  T       I'  "'""   '"  ''""^'""  ''  ^"^'^'•''°"   •'^"'' 

Known  the  man  lor  many  yeai^'^d  Z  ,  ri:;  ^ '1:;^  J'^  "■  '^^''"'^^^'  '  '^ 
sobriety  and  gravity  and  of  mnr«  ^  .  i  P  ""^  ^"  ^^'''>'"^'^^  '"^  ^  ">•<;«.  a  man  of  much 
haughty  and  sfid  mose       r    ..     ""'  '-«-ge  than  they;  but  odd   in   his  principles, 

any  hint  of  Your  Lordship's  pleasure  al.rut  them.  "   ""''  '""  ■'"'  ^'"'"'^  ^"  ""•^-- 

The  good  circumstances  of  the  Sociptv  -ir..  ^  ,.„.„f  .  .               ,     . 

success  of  our  applications  to  t      n 'rb     .d    ot  ,  I  T  "'  ;""'  ^  '"  '"^^  '"'"^''-^  ^l^ 

too  weak  to  support  that  intere      of  .1    m    I       '  "■''^"^^•''"-'"-»  "re  in  a  body,  but 

justremarksjhepruden;;::;,:;;^::;:;::;,--;;^^^ 

the  wisdom  o(  the  Society  is  on  the  one  hand  too  great  lo  give  an  h-  ndle  to      . 
^P^h^of  Dissenters,   so  is  it  on  the  other  hand  \o  be  c^u:o:rd'::';:o;r''i::r  ^ 

ob^;:J:-;:;'i';^z;;::;;:r^^^ 

of  our  superior  to  be  though.lul  of  ,.  i„  Uie  I.L,  and  in  God  over        t^^    ^  ^     ^r^:! 
their  charitable  concerns  for  ns  in  .iue  time.     Xo  wonder  the  dissenter^  mo^e  i,      I,  v 
consii  -ent  in  principle  and  infre.t.     Interest  of  their  cause    I  me  n   In    nn  T.     "      ^^  "'"" 
The  truth  would  bri.iuen,  and  it  wouUI  be  a  credit  to  b;  :Churdi,.";.n  ""  '"""'^• 

.^r..|il.i,l,op,,  .M.nia  iippoiiit  lii.l.opJin  Ami.  J  r.l    ..t        I        f  P     ■     ''       ^^'i'  !'""   ""''''"  ^'"^'  '-  i'"'i-<r.v.   nor 

m  .He  7511,  ye«r  of  ....  .^..     He  w...  ( ...y.  hi,  ,r,.„.  „,„i.,o„i„,  I,,..  M.vh.w  ,  ■■  J   ,     ,     1    J       ,  A..u,,    .768. 

t..l.n.  at  writing;  „pp,.re„lly  fre,.  from  „. „,;,,  i||i,,„,„,'    i^t  „f  ,,i  '  n-  „      ,  '  .  "  """"'  "'"'  "  '"'J'''y 

o«,„Uu>r  nn,l  w«,  in  ,en»i«l  „  f.ir  re.,o,„.r "     Dr   I      ,  ,  .  '         .',    I'  7"'  '""'''"''  "'"'  ""*"  "'"'*"'  '"»''' 
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Your  Lordships  represenUitic.i  of  the  state  of  religion  is  very  melancholy,  but  comfortably 
qualified.  We  share  in  tiie  unhappiness  of  the  times.  There  is  scarce  any  bad  book  that 
does  not  crosi  the  ^^ater:  and  but  few  good  ones  follow  them:  nor  are  our  Clergy  furnished 
with  learning  or  leisure  to  yield  antidotes.  I  acknowledge  Your  Lordship's  great  goodness  that 
is  disposed  to  help  us  in  this  unhappy  state. 

The  Undeserved  kindnesses  of  the  late  excellent  bishop  of  Cloyne>  to  me  will  not  suffer  me 
to  forget  him  or  his,  and  your  Lordship  has  much  obliged  me  by  the  account  of  his  huly. 
promising  Son,  and  daughter;  and  this  gives  me  hopes,  that  when  opportunity  serves  \ our 
Lordship  will  present  my  honourable  regards  and  best  wishes  to  them.  Perhaps  the  lady  does 
not  know  the  death  of  M'  Smibert  who  was  in  the  Dean's  Company  in  his  travels  in  Lurope, 
and  came  over  with  him  to  New  England.     He  was  a  man  of  an  honest,  amiable  easy  temper, 

but  an  inflexible  Dissenter. 

May  Cod  continue  Your  Lord?hip  for  many  years  as  a  blessing  to  the  Church:  Your 
Lordship's  happiness  will  be  an  article  in  my  i-rayers  and  joy.  I  trust  for  the  benefit  of 
Your  Lordsliip's  Compassions  toward,  myself,  'uid  my  only  son  now  Curate  to  the  Uev    Dean 

of  Docking,  and  am,  as  obliged, 

Your  Lordship  H  most 

Boston  New  Eimiaml  ^^r,uM\^\  '"»'  ^1"^*^"'  ^on  &  Servant 

August  2S  J7.Vt'  ( «ig"«'' )         TiMOXHv  Cutleu' 


Licvtennnt 'Governor  I)e  Litnceij  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

I  N.w-Ynrk  Pnr''".  nnnillf  Kk.,  No.  2^.] 

New  York.  S  October  I'l-A. 

My  liOrds,  ,  •  .    i  » 

With  mv  last  of  the  2:2  July,  a  duplicate  of  which  I  now  enclose,  I  transmitted  to  your 
Lordsiiips  "the  proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  at  Albany,  ami  two  papers,  the  one  drawn  up 
by  Coll:  Johnson,  the  other  by  M'  I'ownall,  and  did  llien  acquaint  your  Lordships  that  1  liad 

:s';;,::''n::i  im;:'':'..-  ..  v....  .■..,u.«o.  w,«  u. ..r  M,oor  jo,.„  c......  or  c....,..u.w„  Ma...  „..>.«. 

„.J    1.       .  1.  n   ....  ..M...  iu  .v....     ..,.  w ..lui 1  ..an.  .1,  .70..  mi„i,l.r  of  S........    .  C.nn    «'-'; '';— ll  ^ 

S  .a    r   i  lo,.  11...  luti.,  or ^y.'>^  i.  .1.0  .a.n.  yur.     ...  .7..  I..'  w»,  i..,.,.c..l,  i..  ..on.,.,,,. -  of  r..„,l.n,  .l.e  wo,.k,  of 

„„ 1  „  vo<«  "  «e..,i..«  l.in.  f.......  .11  further  ..rvice  .«  ..otor  o(  V»l«  Cll.^'.-,"  «..,!  .v.,...r.n,  „l  I  .tor  .  ro.to     "'  "I  '    '  7 

^:i  ,.  ,:  ,.f  ....,« f  .h.ir  nut..  i„  o,,,.o.i. to  A,..ni,.ia,.  ....H   .•r,.l,.,i,.ni  ...r..,...,. '     Me  .....  .0  i^.'^. 

O  ,,.„...  wl,..r«  H  .,..w  cl,...-....  WH-  o(r,.r..,l  .0  1 ,.,1  e...l...rk..,l  will.  Mr.  J0I....0,,  for  V.nuUo.l.  Nov.  .  l..r  5ll..     I.       -   u  t 

mL,  .   .7.;..  I...  w«.  o,.,l,. 1  fn-t  «  a..a ..,.,.  t »  ,.r ■-■on.  Uxf-M  l.e  r.c.v.l  ...,  .i-r-e  of  !..„ . 

.1     ;,:.  .;..  o,.  ...  r..„r„  to  A ri,.»  .....y  2.U .0. af...r «  U.-lor  of  ^•";'";^  "-^^  »;>;;;  ^ 

L  ..oni......  .1.1  l.i.  .1......  Au«uH  .7.  17..S,  ..«.,.  «.  y-n-..     l..-  >va.  h of  „...,«  ,.,.w,.r,ou„,..  .  "  ;  «    ;     "^^  ^ 

„r..-a  rt..,..,<.v  .....1  .li.:..i.v,  «na  wn.  o„.  of  tl.«   L.-t  o,-i..„t..l   .l.olur.  -vor   ...l„..«....l    ...    tl...  cou.  try.       "    '''"^     ' 

......  «.  h«vi..« r.  l..o.,..«o  of  t,.,  ArH..K.  than    ...,y  .-.«,.  u.  Now  ....„...„.   b..  o.-e    --   -'  ;^ 

n    u,    V   „„!  I,i.  .li».-il.le    Mr    ri.»..l...r      Hewn,  nl»»  wll  .kill.,1  in  logic.  ....iHpl.y.c'.  moral  pl,.lo,o,.l.y.    l..ol...y, 

thtd.j.h  of  Tl.om».  Ur-«v^  1757.  .<'/'"        Y.\> 
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ordered  a  circular  letters  to  call  the  Assembly  together  on  the  20'^  of  August;  they  met 
accord.ngly,  and  I  pressed  them  to  give  assistance  to  Virginia  conformable  to  tLeir  forme 
resoluuon  on  t  e  Ear  of  iloldernesse's  letter,  urging  the  great  necessity  there  then  wa  som 
Coll:  Washington's  defeat.  1  had  the  good  fortune  to  prevail  on  them  to  grant  the  sum  of  fiv" 
thousand  pounds  for  that  service,  out  of  which  I  was  to  detain  three  hundred  forty  igh 
pounds  and  seven  pence  half  penny,  which  I  had  before  advanced  for  victualling  the  two 
ndependent  Companies  sent  by  his  Majesty's  command  to  Virginia;  the  remainder      lave 

wh     :'i  e         T*  ,        t"  '1''  ''''''  '""""  '^^^  "'■  ^'«  ''^^''  «'•'    Shoreham  to  Vi  gil 
wo    ..led  yesterday.     Your  Lordnr^  will  observe  the  money  was  made  payable  to  me,  fb 

On  the  9S.  A  "?"  T'''  r"'^'^  '""'  °^^'^^'°-^  t'-  1°-  °'the  thousand  pounds  before^ 
Q.S  e  and  ontlT  '  H  '  •"'  ''""^'  '""'"^  ''''''  ^°  ^'^  '''  ^'^'^— ',  a  place  between 
dan  a   n  s    r  ,  ""  '"r™"  '"''  ''"  '''''"  ""'^  '^"^"^  ^^^  '—  '"^  Barns  full 

w lucl    ,s  10  M.ies  above  Albany  ;  they  carried  off  with  them  the  few  remaining  Indians  o 
Scchtacook    bemg  between  fifty  and   sixty  in  Number  Men.  Women  and  Children;   these 
had  a  ht,  e  before,  when  I  was  at  Albany,  assured  me  of  their  fidelity.     The  Indians  ^ho     c 
Uus  m.sch.e    hve  anmng  the  French,  and  are  entirely  under  the  direction  of  the  General  o 
Canada  so  that  there  >s  no  room  to  doubt  of  their  being  encouraged  to  this  barbarity  tJ    m 
espec.a  ly  as  the  French  OfHcer  at  Crown  Point  furnished  them  and  the  Scachtacook  ImiiZ 
w  on     hey  have  drawn  from  tins  province,  with  a  vessel  to  carry  them  back  to  Canada  acros 
the  Lake  Champ  am.     I  have  received  information  that  the  French  Indians  have  also  made 
n,curs,ons  ,nto  A  assachusets  Bay  and  New  Hampshire,  and  taken  prisoners  &  scalpt  some  of 
H.s  M.f  subjects ;    he  settlers  of  this  Prov-  escaped,  as  notice  was  given  of  the  design  by 
son,e  Cagnawnga  In.hans  a  few  days  before.     The  view  of  the  French  in  these  measures^ 
appear  to  n>e  to  be  no  other,  than  to  keep  these  provinces  in  perpetual  alarm,  and  so  disable 
then,  from  assisting  Virginia,  by  engaging  their  whole  attention  on  the  defence  of  their  own 
frontiers.     I  .hall  endeavour  to  bring  the  Assembly  into  providing  money  for  the  building 
b  orts  in  such  places,  as  may  in  some  measure  secure  the  settlements  on  the  Borders 

Th.8  province  has  been  at  a  great  e.xpe.ice  in  huilding  Forts  and  Batteries  for  its  security 
an.  much  money  has  been  lai.l  out  not  so  advantageously  as  it  might  have  been,  had  a  person 
of  skill  formed  plans  of  the  works ;  and  as  the  Assembly  I  conceive  are  willing  to  raise  money 
for  building  |.  orts  and  other  works  fbr  the  security  &  defence  of  the  province,  on  which  the 
[<r..iuli  have  long  had  an  ..ye,  I  would  intreat  your  Lord'''-  intercession  with  his  Miii''  that 
he  would  be  graciously  pl.-ased  to  appoint  an  Engineer  fbr  this  Province  that  the  monies  ifiven 
lor  I'ortiliciitioiis  may  be  employed  to  more  ailvantage  for  the  future. 

I  inclose  the  printed  procee.iings  of  the  Assembly  the  ( 'ouucils  Address  and  a  copy  of  the  Act. 

1  am  —  My  i^ords, 
Your  I.ord'i" 

most  obedient  and  most 
humble  servant. 

James  DeLancey. 
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JSishqp  Shtrloch  to  tlie  Reverend  S.  Johnson. 

[ChMdler's  Life  of  Johnson,  U2.] 

Fulham,  Oct.  20,  1754. 

Tri  consideration  of  Mr.  ralmer's^  circumstances,  and  the  strong  recommendation  he  brought 
from  you  and  other  worthy  clergymen,  I  appointed  a  special  ordination,  and  not  be.ng  able 
myself  to  ordain,  the  Bishop  of  Bangor,  <xt  my  request,  was  so  good  as  to  come  hither  and 
ordain  him ;  but  I  refer  myself  to  him  to  give  you  an  i.ccount  of  his  reception  here. 

Sir,  I  do  heartily  congratulate  the  Church  abroad,  upon  the  prospect  of  ihe  settlement  of  a 
College  at  New  York  under  the  circumstances  and  conditions  you  specify.  There  is  nothing 
that  has  come  from  your  parts  that  has  given  me  so  much  satisfaction  ;  and  1  am,  and  every 
friend  of  the  Church  of  England  will  be,  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  undertaking  the  care 
of  if  for  upon  the  prudence  and  fidelity  of  those  who  have  the  first  formation,  the  future 
succe'ss  of  this  undertaking  will  very  much  depend.  I  remember  some  lime  ago,  that  I  heard 
of  this  scheme,  but  then  it  was  insisted,  that  the  dissenters  should  have  tlie  Jirection  entirely, 
and  that  the  service  of  the  College  sliould  be  in  their  way.  One  reason  ottered  in  behalf 
of  such  settlement  was,  that  it  would  be  very  convenient  for  the  eduoation  of  the  young 
.rentlemen  of  the  islands;  which,  I  own,  was  far  from  being  an  argument  with  me;  for  as  the 
inhabitants  of  the  islands  are  almost  generally  of  the  Church  of  Kngland.  1  thought  the  putting 
the  young  people  under  the  conduct  of  the  dissenters,  and  obliging  them  to  their  manner  of 
worship,  might,  in  time,  be  attended  with  great  inconveniences;  but  if  the  College  can  be 
settled  upon  the  terms  you  mentioned,  it  will  go  a  great  way  in  showing  that  the  zea.  for 
establishing  the  Church  of  England  is  not  so  inconsiderable  in  New-England  as  it  has 
sometimes  been  industriously  represented. 

I  pray  Cod  grant  you  health  and  strength  to  accomplish  this  undertaking,  to  whose  protection 
I  recommend  you,  and  the  good  work. 

If  I  live  to  hear  that  you  are  settled  in  this  new  olVice,  I  shall  pay  great  regard  to  your 
recommendation  of  Mr.  Beach. 

I  am,  Sir,  ,  ,  ,       , ,  » 

Your  affectionate  brother  and  very  humble  servant, 

Tho-  London.* 

.  Rev  Solo^o.  I'A,.M.n  v.«,  .  Kr,.l.mto  of  Yale  College,  ,..1  uftorw.rd,  n  Congre.m,i„„al  Minister  in  OonneotiouU  llnTing 
„,„.!, n,.,l  ..,-  «•:..  ndnuHoJ  to  Holy  ordon,  in  the  Chnreh  of  Kn«l,»ul  by  the  Ki.ht  Heveren,!  I  r.  ^-e.  ,..n,  a.  «>'";■•:'«"< 
1   lTf„«n,l  w„rthy  upon  an  ov.mina.ion  into  hi.  Moral,  and  ,ooJ  LoarniuK."     He  continued  a  m,».onary  .n  L>.chfiold 

.,,     .y  conn.,  and  l'  101  w,.-  appoin.-d,  at  1 w„  re,,n.,.,  to  A.nl.ny,  N.  J.,  bein,  no  longer  a  ..-  to  bear  the  fa  .«»e.  of 

S;  1    ni.io,.     liu,  ..  seen,,  1.  did  not  ...nove  tb.,.,..,.,  as  ■•  l.    would  by  no  n,oan,  b,.  ,u..a,.lo  at  An.boy.  wlo.  .  .,  a 

,,       ,.l«oe  and  the  ..at  of  Ih.  Oovernor.  wh-r-a,  Mr.  I'alm.r  ha,  been  always  v to  a n  nMnvd  (  oun.ry  I.,.      He 

w       n'     Lquon...  ap, -.d  to  U, , ,  We.tc.h..s...r  county.  N.  Y.,  in  17«1     i.u.  •-  d.d  no,  «o  Ib.-r,.,  the  p.-pl.  o    that  plao 

Zf  rri  r«.  o.h..r ;      r.  P,.b„er tinned   ,.t  L.tol.fi,.ld,  and  in  1768  went  to  .uperinten.l  th.  .bnro     at  N.w  Ib.ven      I 

nlnhe  !!»ra,ain  M..ionary  at  I.i.ohfield  and  Great  I.,.rrin,.on.  wh.re  he  .....tinned  until   h.,  d..a,h,   wh.ch  „  .nppced 

'" 'SrHXei'^d  "^^^Z^^r.  .as  .on^ora..!  Hishop  of  Han^or   Uh  K.bmaty,  ir7 ;  translated  to  Salisbury,  :7«.. 
and  to  the  See  of  London  in   I7m.     Hi.  lord,l,ip  died  in  1702.   i;rc,v,d  oh  (/..  Ap,MMc  Sucremon. 
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Lieuk7iant-Qovernoi-  De.  Lancey  to  the  Lwds  of  TraJ>i. 

[  row- York  Papers,  Bundle  Kk.,  No.  2».  ] 

My  Lords,  New  York.  81.  Ocf  1754. 

wanting  the  Blorkho.  L, V    i  ?  '"''°'''''  "^'^'^  Stockadoes  in  the  places  where 

to  the  Assistance  of  Albany.     I  sent  the  in^.nH     Tn  ""      '  "'^"'"""  '"  '^^'^  °^  "^'^'^' 

City  to  Albany,  detaining  LejC.     1   h    ,   v  rds*^t    d    7"7  '"f '^^  '"  '"'  '''^°^^^  '"  "^'^ 
a  fort  to  bP  bnilf  nt  n   P  .1      Tt         '"^''•'^'^  '«  do  the  Fort  duty;  and  had  also  directed 

General  of  C.„aJ„-l  »m- My  Lord,  '  '"     "'  "  ""'''' "^  '"^  '"'"  '°  ""■ 

lour  LordPr-  most  obedient 

and  most  hur.ible  servant. 

Jame'   De  Lance  v. 


Lieutenant-Govei-nor  De  Lancey  to  the  Governor  of  Cauada.        ' 

(  C  O  n  V  ^  '  Now. York  Paper.,  Bttndle  Kk.,  No.  ill .  ] 

Sir,  New  York  16.  Oct'  1754. 

1  have  received  accounts  from  Albany,  that  sevcdof  the  Indians  of  the  OrondacUs,  and 

other    lr,bes,  donnc.hated  within  your  Govern-,  a...  as  I  have  be^n  well  informed,  in    rely 

your  d.rect.on      ave  lat.ly  n.ade  incursions   into  this,  and  the  Neighbouring  prov        s  a  d 

have  burnt  an.)  .lestn.yed  th..  Houses  and  Barns  of  the  poor  Karu.ers  living  atfuui  n.ar  II  seek 

wuh.n  n.y  Covern  :    this,  in  a  tin.e  of  profound   peace   between  H,s 'Hrita.ick  „st 

Chr,st,an  Majes  y,  ,s  a  practice  so   Barbarous,  as  I  think  is  not  warranted  by  a„v  orders,  an 

persua.le  .nyself  w.ll  no.  be  approved  of  by  .he  Most  Christian  King;  and  1  would  will  ng  y 

atter  myse  1.  could  not  ;:av«  been  done  by  the  encouragen.nt  of  a  person  of  your  Ex.el.'s 

.u^k  an     c  anuter.  and  yet  you  will  pern.itt  me  to  say.  it  is  with  dit.icultv  1  c' n  conceive. 

that    tho.e    lud.ans  would   have   a.t.Mnp.ed   this    piece  of  cruel.v  witboul   your  privity  and 

conn.vance.  s,nce  tb.,sc   hwliaus  live  an.ong  the  French  and  are"  under  your  dire|.n.,n,'what 

adds  to  the  ddficu  ,y,  ,s.  ,ha,  |  „m  told,  the  (^onunandiug  Olllcer  a.  For,,  S-  Frederick  iurnuhed 

these    ...dian..  and  those  of  Scachtncook  whom   they  had  taken  with   then,,  with  a  vessel  to 

carry    them    back    to    C       .'.  .     1  am   i„   d,,y  ,..„„.,,  j,  ,„y  „,^.^^    ^^  ,^^^,.^^^   ^,^^   ^ 

my  Masler.  ° 

1  shall  not  doubt  .u^  Vuur  Excell'^  will,  by  putting  „„  elTectual  stop  for  the  future  to  such 
narbarit.es.  conv,„,.e  the  world,  that  th.  m.spi. ion  entertained  on  this  occasion  are  groundless, 

'Mi.i  I  liop<'  I  shall  a!vv,',ys  fliavc]  the  honour  to  m.I.s,  ribe  invM^lf  ellc. 

•lAMbs  De   Laxckv 
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jtieverend  8.  Johnson  to  Bishop  Seeker. 

[  "American  Colonies  MS."  Lambelh  Palace,  No.  112!,  I.,  No.  65.  ] 

Stratford  in  New  England 

October  25  1754 

May  it  please  Your  Lordsliip 

I  am  most  humtly  obliged  to  Your  Lordship  for  your  very  kind  letter  of  March  lO'"  which 
came  to  my  hands  last  August,  and  demands  my  moat  thankful  acknowledgments.— 

'  As  to  M--  Smith,  he  had  printed  his  MWama  before  M-"  Barclay  and  I  became  acquainted  with 
him,  though  this  was  soon  after.— We  were  both  very  sorry  and  much  blamed  him  for  inserting 
that  very  abusive  passage  from  the  Review  about  the  Universities,  and  advised  him  to  efface 
it  in  all  the  copies  he  had  yet  in  his  power,  and  he  said  he  was  sorry  he  had  inserted  it,  so 
that  I  hope  none  on  your  side  of  the  Atlrnlic  would  ever  have  seen  it,  and  I  wish  it  never 

had  been.  ,      ,  .  ,  ,  i    i  . 

[  am  extremely  obliged  to  Your  Lordship  for  the  Candor  with  which  ycu  condescended  to 
peruse  that  little  low  performance  of  mine  which  M'  Chandler  sent  you,  and  for  the  kind 
things  you  are  pleased  to  say  of  it,  v.hi'  h  I  wish  it  could  pretend  to  deserve,  and  I  should 
have  been  particularly  thankful  for  any  observations  you  might  have  made  on  its  defects, 
because  I  would  by  no  means  mislead  young  beginners,  for  whose  sake  it  was  published.— 
M'  Smith  was  desirous  of  getting  it  reprinted  ^n  London,  and  had  my  leave,  and  some 
corrections  I  made,  and  gave  him  a  more  accuraic  :.,  heme  for  a  partition  of  the  sciences  than 
those  in  the  Philadelphia  Edition  :  But  when  I  came  to  see  his  Edition,  I  was  not  a  little 
surprized  to  find  what  a  strange  liberty  he  had  taken  with  it,  there  being  scarce  a  page  in 
which  he  had  not  made  some  alterations,  many  of  which  I  think  are  by  no  means  any 
advantage  to  it,  but  much  the  contrary:  and  though  [  do  not  tliink  he  had  any  unkind,  (nay  I 
believe  he  had  a  kind)  intention  in  them  yet  I  -annot  say  I  thank  him  for  them. 

As  to  the  letter  about  Bps,  I  had  no  notion  of  his  publishing  any  such  thing,  as  mine;  and 
indeed  it  was  most  of  it  his  own  composition  from  some  papers  I  gave  him  a.ul  letters  I  shewed 
him,  and  from  what  passed  in  conversation,  and  whether  it  was  prudent  to  publish  everything 
inse'ited  in  it  I  am  not  clear.- 1  believe  he  means  well,  and  is  truly  an  ingenious,  and  I  hope 
he  will  be  a  very  useful  man,  but  he  is  a  Youth  and  >vants  a  little  more  knowledge  both  of 
himself  and  the  world  than  he  lias  as  yec  ha-l  opportunity  for.  — Pardon  me,  my  Lord,  for 

saying  thus  much.  ,       ,    ,        t  i        ^ 

What  Your  Lordship  says  on  the  subject  of  that  letter  is  very  melancholy.  I  now  almost 
despair,  and  very  much  doubt  those  more  favourable  times  you  hope  for  will  never  come.  So 
far  from  this,  that  1  rather  fear  the  age  is  growing  worse  and  worse  so  fast,  that  the  Freethinkers 
&  Dissenters,  who  play  into  one  anothers  hands  against  the  Chh,  will  never  drop  their 
virulence  and  activily,  by  all  manner  of  Artifices,  till  they  go  near  to  raze  the  very  Constitution 
to  the  foundation,  both  in  Chh  and  State. -It  is  a  sad  omen  that  their  interest  with  the 
Ministrv  should  be  so  much  superior  to  that  of  the  Church,  that  she  cannot  be  heard  in  so 
iea^onable  and  necessary  a  thing,  and  when  she  asks  no  more  than  to  be  upon  a  par  here  with 
her  iM'lKhhours,  in  having  l.-ave  to  enjoy  th»-  benefit  of  her  own  institutions  as  well  as  they, 
j.^  it  tiien  come  to  this,  My  Lord,  that  she  must  ask  the  Dissenters  1,  ;ive  whether  she  may  le 
idlowed  to  send  so  much  as  one  bishop;  even  though  i!  were   I.mI        irai.sient    .........nce   m 
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Church,  must  be  indulged,  yet  why  mTnoronlh  ^''^f  "S'^"^' ^^o  scarcely  tolerate  the 
or  Virginia  or  South  cLlina,  ^  whTch  So  onTes  M  rT\'"  ''  ""'  *°  ^^  ^"^"^  °^  ^W'-^' 
extremely  hard  indeed  I-Ou  Crd 'dates  r^?  5.  •',  "  "''"'^'^^  '^  Law?-This  is 
orders,  vastly  rather  than  go  ove  the  sea  Tooo  ,  '''"'  "':."  5  ''  ^^'^  '  "^  ^««  -"-'  ^^r 
of  them.-  ^  ^  '^'^  ^^^^  '^'-^g^e^.  which  has  proved  so  fatal  to  many 

I  have  my  Lord  above  these  30  vea  h 
of  a  friendly  converse  with  the  Chief  of  ZVT^  ^^  '"'""^  ^°°''  ^^'■^''  «°*^  «"  t^e  means 
than  what  I  mentioned  above,  and  manv  of  Tl'  '""""'!  """"  "^'^  ""'^'"^  "'"'"^  '^  *"'«"d«'J 
far  are  the  prevailing  party  from  being  so  ten  d^t' oT i1T  "'  ''"  "'^  "'J"^'"''  '"'  «" 
they  were,  (encouraged,  I  snppos.  by  their  ntr  .  '^  ''""  ^  ^'"'^  '^''^'  ^"--^^  than 
suffer  the  pupils  of  our  Colleg  'at  Ne^H  :,,  ^t  .  T'  ""'.  '"""'^  '"^  "°^^  '^^-^  -"'  -^ 
there,  nay,  offer  to  fine  M^  Punderson^s  own  n  r  °  '"  "^'  ^'''''^'  '"  S°  *°  "'«  Church 
he  will  inform  the  Society  when  a    the  si     !  u  ^°'"^  ''  ''"'''  ^''^'^  '"^'^--  »«  '  «"PPo«e 

prevails)  is  about  founding  ^Cogewirrenb:  Tf  ''  ^^^  ^"^''  ^^^^  ''  ^^^ 
meeting  they  please;  nay  not  exclu<^g       i^T^J'^l' ^  P"Pi'«  to  go  to   what 

«uch  a  preference  in  their  Charter  as  that  Z  p      •  "^  "'""  '"'""'  ^'"'^  «»'y  desiring 

of  the  Church,  and  that  an  br  d:ren  r  ,  ''''''''' f ''^^  College  be  always  a  Membef 
evening  prayer,  and  offers  at  sf  710-  f  he'h""  '^  ?'  '^  "^'  ^"^  ^^'"^'"^  -<i 
such  a  hideous  clamour  is  raised  agLnst  he       .  '"  '"     ""'"^  ''"'""'"^  ^'^-^"'^  ^^^t 

these  terms,  by  a  small  busy  f Ic  i  n  d  s/e^t  rs  I"'  H T'  °'  ^"'"""'^  °^  •'^''^  ^"-^-  ^ 
as  threatens  throwing  the  Government    „„  7  r  '.  t  ''  '  ''^"""^  ^'"''^"^  freethinkers, 

this  notwithstanding'that  th^r  cl^r  ?K  •'^"l,^^"^^-''"^  'he  whole  design:  and 
none.  Nay  they  contend  tha  no  reliln  t  ^  T  u'^  ^°''"""  ""''''''''  ^'"^  ^'^  ^"<-h 
Church  should  have  any      Idemt -  So  b      t  V""''"  ''"  ^°"«g« -^her  than  the 

much  they  are  otherwise  at  v'rti"^:"  '^''^ '"'  •'^S^*»«^»«!  «"d  however  so 

ngainst  us'  and  do  all  tl  e;  ca"     "  ^  C  'T''  "f*^  "'"  """^  "^"""^^  '''- 

disposed.-Thus,  my  Lord  it   s  herennH        .  ^  '''  "'' ''''"'  """''■^'««  ""''^  P'^'^^'^^^Y 

mil'lly  they  are  use      by  el   U^  1   "  "  "  "  "'  '"""' ''''  ^^  ''"^  '"-''  ^'e  n.ore 

(not  only  to  hinder  T  nrorn^  n'  ,  I  ,  *"""T"";  ""'  "'"''  '"^  ^"^^^  ■"  ^'"^'^  -^'™-. 
and  the  liturgy  there!-  '      "'  ""'^'  ^"'^  *^^''"  ""^^'^  ^°  demolish  the  Episcopate 

And  as  to  our  gaining  ground  of  them  here  in  \  Lng'and  it  is  -  nt  owl„„  .  .  r      . 

to  any  endeavours  of  ours,  as  to  their  own  wrp„. ,  V  r  »t  owu.g  so  much,  my  Lord, 

among  themselves,  occasioned  bv  their  ^H  .""'""''  «''P'^"'i""«  <-"><«  confusions 

ArianUm,  Socinia  i  Hi  ^^.'^  ^^  :;::t;;:n:r  ""'' '"  '"^T^"  «'  '-.itudinarianism. 
honest  people,  who  ca^  (i„d  no    u       ootinlnth  '  "''"''"'"'  "'"^'''y'  "•'"•^^''  '•^■'^^  ""''"y 

ark  of  safety  amid  such  rdZof  r    ^  '  '° ''"^''  '"'"^  the  Church  rs  the  only 

our  great  a^i  good  1:::;:^.;^"^.  uh;!;  i;:r:  ii;^;;:::::-!.'"  ^'^^v  '^"-"^  '^"^^ 

the  ..innorl  of  lii«  church  in  »,..»  n-,,,.         ,  •  ^       '      hralowcj  i,i  cootnl.iKiiig  loward. 

lhe,e  people  from  coming  In: ,  Ihe  Cl,l,r-A,„l   „w      "'""""«  "»i '",,, I  we  ,l„c„,„»ge 

.1..-..  .hey  c,„,„„.  .„„po,',  »rini,.er,Lgtwr„  ;:::;'"  /:'''•'■"""''' """'" 
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i„  wrfnng,  to  winch  your  great  g„„.lno».  ^ j;'';:™  ™  y  IThy.  on.  He  lately  did  .e 
„,„  ,e,y  glad  to  6„J  the  late  ««*''' '^f^^;',"'^™;,",;!  ,,,  thLppot.„nity.-Th.,e  ha, 
tl,eho„oorofa,,,o«kada„    elega      et.^^^^^^^^^^^  any  .hi»g  el.e  pro  or  co„ 

'T: -^  rn"^..' C   h -.   pupofe    h^wUh,U,a.li„g  the  opposition  .oou  .0  -»l»  "'y-     " 

;-  S  ::  th':o^e"or  tl'jr  l «  CoHeg.,  in  view  of  w^^^,' --'Vll^Xt'''^  " 

prayer,  and  ble..lng,  and  renrain,  with  the  "-'--XSl"  ost^d 

&  obedient  humble  Servant, 
(sicned)         Samuel  Johnson* 
To  i-Iy  L-i  of  Oxford.  ^    "       ' 

....ference.  for  the  doctrines  of  the  ICpi^co,,.!  Church,  and  proeeed   1  ^^^^'^^^^^    \,  „,,  ,,„,  ,.«  wa«  the  only 

„.,  returned  to  A-nenea;  Mr.  ^^^^^ ;;:;^j:'ZS ^ O^^^^^^'  ^^«  de.ree  of  Doctor  of  DMnlty  on  hi., 
hpiacopal  Minister  m  Connecticut.     In  1743.   he  Un  vusity  j,         ^  ^ew  York,  to  which  city  ho  accordingly 

and  in  1754.  he  was  unanimously  elected  IVesident  of  the  new^y.t^^  remainder  of  hi.  days  at  Stratford, 

removed.  Ho  filled  that  office  until  February  763,  -"-  '  !  -f-f.^'J^,,;  u;,  ,,,«,  the  Society  for  the  Propagation 
:;i;;:::i5::r-;X::::;:ierr;S^^^^^  XheUwin.  ....,  .  fara.we  ...  .en  aUe  to 
ascertain,  of  Dr.  Johnson's  writings:  — 

Plain  Reasons  for  conforming  to  the  Church.     1733.  p„„,i«e9  of  God.     12mo.  Boston.  1745. 

Letter  of  Aristoeles  to  Authades.  concerning  the  ^"--^"^y  ^"'^f  """7;  ,,  i,,„io  worship  of  God.  preached  at  the 

sermon  concerning  the  obligations  we  are  under  to  Lo.e  and  Delight  m  the  I 

TS^^L'^f 'S:.^;;;!:;:  -^^S  a^;  •::•  lli^Moral  Philo.,phy  or  ....  ..  .  ..>„  of  necessary  eonse,ne.ee, 

'^trt  Whan  ILuinson  in  De.ncc  of  Aristocles  to  Authades,  concerning  the  Sovereignty  and  Promises  of  God. 

^^Z„r^.:::;phiea.  orThingsre.ati„gtt,U.eMindandto  ...^  ..—  ^  — '  "^    ^- 

edition  of  this  work  appei.rs  also  in  the  Catalogue  o    Harvard  ^''  ';f  ^j    ^  j     ,  '^  ;,.,. 

Noetica  or  the  First  Principles  of  Metaphysics  and  Logic,  Ac.     8vo  Oulatlelp.ua. 

V.hica.  o'  tho  First  Principles  of  Moral  I'hilusophy.  8vo.  Lontlon,  1,5..) 

''1  ^:  a  F^::!;  entitled,  a  Short  Vindication  of  the  Society  for  the  Pr„pagaUon..nhe Gospel  in  Foreign  Part.     By 
o„!t!rru.e;l-s.     Thi.  f.,.,..  an  appendi.  to  Dr.  Ca.ier's  Candid  IC^anunation,  published  ui  .7.,.>. 

A  CateCism  and  an  Englis.i  Grauunar      1,..6.  ,..,,.,„lishod  the  same  year,  under  the  title  of- 

i:s;:r;:n;x..::;:^:.«"::g  r  ^rst  s;::^u.diments  of .  j  .„  ungu.ge.  t^ght  toget... 

;:^:^rn.on.  on  .InmiHty C ity.  d-Uvcred  at^  Nt-w  U..ven^8v.      ew     ave        U.  ^^___^^    ^^^  ^_  ^_^_ 

The  Rev.  T.  a  Cl.a.uil.r  wrote  the  Life  of  Samu.t  Jokn,on.  D.  U,  ^s.uch  «a.  pui.iis 
T.  &  J.  Swords.     1805.  —  i:u. 
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Sir, 


Sewetary  liohimon  to  the  Oovernov.^  in  Nortlt  America. 

[Qovernora  and  Cunmiunder.  in  Nurlli  America,  ( S.  I>.  O. )  No.  T4.] 

Whitehall  Oct'  20""  1764. 


Having  informed  you  in  my  letter  of  July  5'"  that  the  King  luul  under  his  Royal  consideration 
the  State  of  atta.rs  in  North  America ;  I  am  now  to  acquaint  you,  that,  an.ongst  other  measures, 
hat  are  thought  proper  for  the  defence  of  His  Mnj-^- just  rights  and  dominions,  in  those  parts, 
ti,e  king  has  not  oniy  heen  pleased  to  order  two  Regiments  of  Foot,  consisting  of  50U  Men 
each  besides  Commissioned  and  non  Commissioned  Olllcers,  commanded  by  Sir  Peter  Halkett.' 
and  Col:  Dunbar,no  repair  to  Virginia,  and  to  be  there  augmented  to  the  number  of  700,  each  ; 
but,  hkew.se,  to  send  orders  to  Gov'  Shirley  .  .d  Sir  Will™  I'epperell,  to  raise  two  Regiments, 
whereof  They  are  respectively  appointed  Colonels,  of  1000  Men  each;  and,  also  to  sign 
Commissions  for  a  number  of  Officers  to  serve  in  the  said  two  Regiments,  and  who  will 
forthwith  repair  to  North  America,  for  that  purpose. 

Whereas  there  will  be  wanting  a  considerable  number  of  Men  to  make  up  t.ie  designed 
complement  ol  the  said  four  Regiments,  it  is  His  Maj'^'^  pleasure,  that  you  should  be  taking 
he  previous  steps  towards  contributing,  as  far  as  you  can,  to  have  about  3000  Men  =n  readiness 
to  be  enlisted;  and  ,t  is  His  Maj'>'.  intention,  that  a  General  OtHcer,  of  Rank  and  Capacity,  to 
oe  appointed  to  command  in  Chief  all  the  King's  forces  in  North  America,  a  Deputy  Quarter 
Master  General,  and  a  Commissary  of  the  Musters,  shall  set  out,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may 
be  in  order  to  prepare  every  thing  for  the  arrival  of  the  Forces  abovementioned  from  Europe, 
and  for  the  raising  of  the  others  in  America. 

You  will  receive  from  that  General,  a.ul  the  other  Officers  just  mentioned,  a  full  and  exact 
account  of  the  Arms,  Cloathing,  an.l  other  necessaries,  to  be  sent,  upon  this  important  occasion, 
as  likewise  of  the  Ordnance  Stores,  and  of  the  Officers,  and  attendants,  belonging  thereto.  Ail 
which  being  ordered  for  this  service,  are  sucli  proofs  of  His  Maj'*'-  regard  for  the  security  and 
welfare  of  his  subjects  in  those  parts,  as  cannot  fail  to  excite  you  to  exert  yourself,  and  those 
under  your  care,  to  take  the  most  vigorous  steps  to  repel  your  common  danger,  and  to  shew, 
that  the  Ivings  orders,  which  were  sent  you  last  year,  by  the  Earle  of  Holdernesse.  and  were 
renewed  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the  O'"  .July,  have,  at  last,  rouzed  that  emulation,  and  spirit, 
which  every  Man  owes  at  this  time,  to  His  Maj'^  the  publick  and  himself.     The  King  will  not 

'Sir  I'CTKK  UAi,Kf-rr,  of  l'itf,.rr«n,  KitWhirr.  a  b,»ro.,ot  «f  Nova  S.oti..,  wu.  t!..-  »on  of  Sir  IVtnr  We.l.UMburno  of 
Oo»f„r,l,  who  «Bs«„.,.>l  hi,  witVV  „,u„,,.  |„  l7:iJ.  he  .«t  i„  the  llo.mo  of  Connnnn.;  for  I)»Mf«rline;  and  was  Lieutenant 
Colonel  of  th.  nth  at  Mr  John  Co,,e»'  .Ufeat,  in  ris.  liein^  releaso.l  on  his  parole.  l,y  Charles  I'Mward,  he  was  onlerc.l  by 
l  uinherlan.l  lo  rejon,    his   reKinient  an,I  .erve  •..!„    u-ainst   the  Jaeol.ites.     Will,  great   propriety,    he   refined   sneh   a 

'''" •■"'''•■  ''"•>'•  '"'>'"J^  "'•"    "'''»  lioyai   llinb«,.9s  was  n.«!.-r  of  hig  loinn.ission,  hut   not  of  his   honor."    The   King 

approved  of  Sir  IVter's  course,  an.l  he  retain.  ,S  h«  rank.  Un  the  •i.llh  of  February.  1751,  he  sneeeeded  to  the  Colonelcy  .  f 
Lis  regiment  II«  was  killed,  at  the  head  of  tj*  regiment,  in  the  Utile  of  M-non-aLla  on  th..  '..th  July,  17.55 ;  and  his  bones 
lay  nnburied  until  17oU,  when  they  were  diseovered  by  his  ^.n  and  deeently  inl,.-Tet  &^r,jm{»  Expedition  ag,i,ut  Fort 
JJut/iiraiir,  'IJl,  2',il. 

'Colonel  TnoMAs  I)(  muii,  had  been  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  ISth  of  Uoyal  Irish;  and  on  the  29tb  April,  1752,  was 
rr.onole.l  to  the  i  ..ioneUy  .,f  the  ISlli  regin.enl  ol  Fool.  In  November,  17,J5,  ho  was  superceded  in  the  eo.ninand  of  this 
regiment,  and  sent  Into  hon.irahle  letirenient  as  l.ieutenant-tioveinor  of  liibraltar,  in  eonse.pienee  of  his  injudieiona  r,  tr.  at, 
alter  (ieneral  Urnd.loek's  .lefeat.  He  beeaino  Maj..r  Ceneral  on  the  ISlh  ■  ,  .lannaiy,  175S,  and  a  Lieutenant  (iei.eral  on 
Deeeuib.r  18lh.  1700,  but  Was  never  ttgaiu  eiu|.loyed  iu  ueUve  serviee.     He  died  previous  lo  1778.     Ibid,  M~,.  —  l-.y. 


,• 


916 


NEW-YORK  COLONIAL  MANUSCRIPTS. 


therefore  in.agine,  that  either  you,  or  the  rest  of  his  Gov",  will  suffer  the  least  neglect  or  delay, 
iu  the  performance  of  the  present  service,  now  strongly  recommended  to  you;  particularly 
with  regard  to  the  following  points:  viz':  That  you  should  carefully  ^^^^''^^^'''^^l 
quantity  of  fresh  victuals,  at  the  expence  of  your  Govern',  to  be  ready  for  the  use  of  the  1  oops 
at  their  arrival—That  you  sh-  likewise,  furnish  the  Officers,  who  may  have  occasion  to  go 
from  place  to  place,  with  all  necessaries  for  travelling  by  Land,  in  case  there  are  no  means  ot 
eoins  bv  sea.  And:  That  you  should  use  your  utmost  diligence,  and  authority,  in  procuring 
an  exact  observance  of  such  orders,  as  shall  be  issued  from  time  to  time  by  the  Commander  in 
chief,  for  quartering  the  Troops,  impressing  carriages,  and  providing  all  necessaries  for  M.ch 
forces,  as  shall  arrive,  or  be  raided  within  your  Govern'.  _ 

As  the  Articles  above-mentioned  are  of  a  local  and  peculiar  nature,  and  arising  entirely 
within  your  Govern',  it  almost  needless  for  me  to  acquaint  you.  that  His  Maj'^  w.l  expect, 
that  the  charge  thereof  be  defrayed  by  His  subjects  belonging  to  the  same.  But.  with  regard 
to  such  other  articles,  w'-  are  of  a  more  general  concern,  it  is  the  King  s  pleasure,  Unit  the 
same  should  be  supplied  by  a  common  fund,  to  be  established  for  the  benefit  of  a.  the  Colonies 
collectively  in  North  America;  for  which  purpose,  you  will  use  your  utmost  ^"deavoursto 
induce  the  assembly  of  your  province,  to  raise  forthwith  as  large  a  sum  as  can  be  afforded,  as 
their  contribution  to  this  common  fund,  to  be  employed,  provisionally,  for  the  General  serv  ce 
of  North  America,  (particularly  for  paying  the  charge  of  levying  the  Troops  to  make  up  the 
complements  of  the  Regiments  abovementioned )  until  such  time,  as  a  plan  of  general  union 
of  His  Mal'y-  Northern  Colonies,  for  their  common  defence,  can  be  perfected. 

You  will  carefully  conferr.  or  correspond  as  you  shall  have  opportunities  upon  every  thing 

relative  to  the  present  service,  with  the  said  General;  Sir  Will"'  Pepperell  and  Gov   bhirley, 

or  either  of  them  ;  and  as  it  is  the  King's  intention  to  give  all  proper  encouragement  to  such 

persons,  who  shall  engage  to  serve  upon  this  occasion,  you  will  acquaint  f  «";•;  P^""^""  •;" 

L  King's  name  that  they  will  receive  arms  and  cloathing  from  hence,  and  that  they  shall  be 

sent  back  if  desired  to  their  respective  habitations,  when  the  service  in  America  shall  be  ove  . 

As  the  several  Governors,  in  all  the  King's  provinces  and  Colonies  m  North  America,  will 

receive  by  this  conveyance  a  letter  to  the  same  effect  with  this,  which  1  now  send  you,  they 

will  be  prepared  at  the  same  time,  to  obey  His  Maj'>"  commands;  and  I  am  to  d'rect  you   o 

correspon/with  all,  or  either  of  them,  occasionally,  as  you  shall  find  it  expedient  for  the 

General  service.  j  ^^  ^^^^_ 

T  Robinson 


<  n  »  ■♦■♦- 


Representation  to  the  King  on  the  Proceedings  of  the  Congress  at  Albany. 

[  rUntallonn  Oenernl,  (  B.  T. )  XLIIL,  408.  ] 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  MAJESTy. 

";Cht:Ll:rr!'et'i'»  leue,  Tro.  Jan,e,  De,»„cey  F..,.  Lieutenant  governor  of  Yoar 
iUiLf,  IVo.iace  of  Nov,  Vo,k,  „an.,„itti„g  to  u,  Ih,  proceeding,  of  the  Comm,..ion.r.  of 
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Ihony. 


nor  of  Your 
nissioners  of 


the  Colonies  of  New  York,  New  Hampshire,  Massachusets  Bay.  Connecticut.  Rhode  Island. 
frZ"t'l  '^'""Y'^"7'  "f «'"'>'«!  at  Albany  in  June  last,  pursuant  to  Your  Majesty's 
orders,  to  renew  and  confirm  the  ancient  Covenant  Chain  or  Treaties  of  Friendship  &  A  iiance 
between  Your  Majesty's  subjects  and  the  Six  Nations  or  Tribes  of  Indians;  and  the  sad 
Commu  .oners  hav.ng  taken  into  their  consideration  several  other  matters  ;f  the  grel  t 
CO  sequence  to  the  Security  and  welfare  of  all  Your  Majesty's  Colonies  in  North  Amefi  a  we 
The  Chi  V'    "T,   '  i°  ''"  ^'^  "'"'^  ''  ^"^'^  irnn...i^ons  before  Your  Majesty. 

had  under  th  ^  ^/  '"'  "'  '''  ''''''''  "'^'^  ''''  '"^''^-)  -'-I'  '^^  Commissioners 

had  under  their  consideration  at  this  meeting,  were,— 

1.  The  management  and  direction  of  Indian  Affairs. 

2.  The  strength     ing  the  Frontiers:  and 

Jul^l  r^'^^'^t  ""■  "''''  ""'"''''  ^y  "  S'"^'"'^'  P'"''"  °f  Union  of  the  Colonies  for  their 
mutual  defence  and  security. 

With  respect  to  the  l.st  of  these  points,  the  Commissioners  having  agreed  upon  a  plan  of 
Union,  which,  as  far  as  their  sense  and  opinion  of  it  goes,  is  complete  in' itself,  we  sha  no 
presume  to  make  any  observations  upon  it.  but  transmit  it  simply  for  Your  Mi  sty' 
consideration;  but  as  they  have  <'  layed  making  any  provisions  for.  or  pointi  g  uf  ny 
nieasures  ot  carrying  the  two  first  ui  diese  points  into  execution,  till  the  Plan'of  UnL "gre  J 
upon  by  them  shall  have  been  considered  by  their  respective  Assemblies  and  afterwards  off  ed 
to  the  consideration  of  Parliament,  and  as  such  delay  may  prove  not  only  prejudicial  bu  fata  Ito 

in^the  mf   'r   '"?"?  "'  ''"  """'^  °'  ''''  ^«''^"-'  ''  ^""-»  ^S-aiis  should    o 
n  the  mean  tune    o  be  mismanaged,  as  the  Commissioners  declare  they  now  are.  and  if"t 
^lould  be  negected  to  build  some  forts  upon  the  front.ers  within  the  tlritory        the  Six 
Nations,  w  ich  the  Commissioner,  are  of  opinion  is,  in  the  present  situation 'of    ffi  is.  of 
indisper.sable  necessity:  we  cannot  but  esteem  it  our  duty  to  lay  our  thoughts  upon  these   wo    ' 

tZ  exTT      \     :r  """'I  ""f"^^  '^"'  ^°  ^"'™''  whether 'some  provisional  :         eTo 
their  execution  should  not  be  directed  as  to  Your  Majesty  shall  seem  most  expedient  for 
preventing  the  fatal  effects  of  such  delay,  in  the  present  critical  situation  of  affairs. 

Ihemanageinentof  Indian  Affairs  and  strengthening  the  Frontiers  are.  in  general  points, 
of  the  utmost  consequence  to  the  very  being  and  preservation  of  Your  Majesties  Colonies.  In 
this  light  they  are  considered  by  the  Commissioners  met  at  Albany,  and  are  the  chief  objects 
of  the  Ln.on  they  propose.  It  is  their  unanimous  opinion  that  the  administration  of  these 
services  should  not  for  the  future  be  intrusted  to  the  Commissioners,  nor  even  to  the 
Assemblies  of  any  one  Province,  whereby  they  may  be  directed  to  their  own  particular  local 
purposes,  out  that  they  should  be  under  one  general  Administration  directed  to  the  general 
interest  and  supported  at  the  general  expence  of  the  whole;  and  this  being  their  sense  of  the 
utility  and  importance  of  these  two  points,  the  danger  of  any  neglect  or  delay  i„  their  execution 
IS  obvious  and  apparent.  For  it  is  hardly  to  be  supposed  that  any  one  Province  will,  after 
such  a  Declaration,  effectually  undertake  at  its  own  particular  charge  the  execution  of  these 
measures,  however  fatal  a  neglect  of  them  may  prove  to  the  general  interest  of  the  whole  or 
even  it's  own  particular  security. 

T^ie  management  of  Indian  Affairs,  at  least  those  of  the  Six  Nations,  who  are  the  best  allies 
and  form  the  strongest  barrier  to  the  British  Settlements,  has  been  hitherto  chiefly  intrusted 
to  the  I  rovince  of  New  York,  the  Assemblies  of  which  have  taken  upon  themselves,  by  Acts 
of  their  own,  the  sole  direction  of  this  service,  and  have  established  such  regulations  with 
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respect  to  the  trade  as  they  have  thought  proper;  the  execution  °/7^';^\^"'  CommillttTs 
and   application  of  the   Presents   voted   by   them,   have   been   u.truste''    tu    Con  miss.one.s 
a  pointed  by  such  Acts.     How  well  soever  these  regulations  may  have  been  intended,  we 
Z:;:le  ;«„  us  to  say  that  they  have  been  either  P^Hy  adapted  to^e  general  .nter. 
and  convenience  of  the  Indians,  or  to  the  preservation  of  ^^;  '^^'^'^'^'l^^^^^       wUhout 
have  reason  to  fe.r  that  the  intrusting  the  sole  execution  of  them  7/;^  "'^   ^^^^^^^J, 
restr.inin2  them  from  being  traders,  or  establishing  a   proper   mode  ot   enquiry  in  o   their 
con  It   ha    been  attended  with  great  prejudice  to  Your  Majesty's  service.     We  h„d  frequen 
Int^^       the  Indians  that  they  have   been  dispossessed  of  theirlands   by   .raudu    n 
coJe  les    and  without  a  valuable  consideration;    that  they  have  been  cheated  of  th  ir 
rrsents  by    i"  knavery  of  the  traders  bef-^e  they  could  leave  Albany,  which  had  usually 
en  U  e    Le  for  all  Indian  Conferences ;  that  their  people  have  been  debauched  -d  dest^royed 
l,    the  inLous  practice  of  supplying  them  with  rum.  of  their  fondness  for  which  the  traders 
.  .IK,  nvnil  themselves  to  carrv  their  fraudulent  views  into  execution. 

"°.;ZS  rll'r,  »i",  L,,,  L„  be.„  he,d  a.  Albany,  «,or.  for  cha  .aka  of  .he  pri.ate 
interest  and  convenience  of  the  traders  thr.n  theirs. 

T  a   occasional  or  particular  conferences  or  interviews  are  seldom  or  ever  held  with  them, 
,  r.r  exigency  of  affairs   may  require  it ;  that   little  or  no   provision  is  made  lor  the 

eX^e         ;    ith    'or  ot^l  artihcers  amongst  them  at  their  own   Castles,  or  for  smaller 
occtional   presents  as  their   circumstances  may  require  at  the  trading-house  at  Oswego - 
e       idi  ig   the    Managers  with    the  opposite   conduct  of   the    French  in  these  particulars 
ITo     "ailing  of  the  dangerous  influence  ihey  have  thereby  gained  over  their  young  and 
need  people      All  which  we  believe  to  be  true,  being  informed  that  such  occasiona 
;;::;!::;:  liitlrv!:^:' am.  ^sldenoe  of  artmcers,  produce  much  greater  effects,  than  presents  of 
'     nlmost  anv  extent  made  at  general  conferences.  ,         .•     i    i„  ... 

Tl  constant  repetition  of  these  complaints  at  almost  .very  conference  and  particularly  at 
the  1  St  at  which  those  relative  to  their  lands  and  the  neglect  of  particular  interviews,  were 
u  Jd  wit  Tincommon  warmth,  as  well  as  the  explicit  declaration  of  the  Comm.ss.mu.s  ,n 
tie  rep  sentation  of  their  sense  of  the  mismanagen.ent  which  has  subsisted  in  most  of  the 
ah  ve  particulars,  seem  to  us  equally  to  prove  the  necessity  of  an  alteration  m  this  management 
asle  dangerous  consequences  which  may  ensue,  if  such  aUeration  is  not  more  speedily  made 
.1     ..rMn„>a..(l  li.'liv   till  a  plan  of  Union  is  settled,  admits  of. 

Co  .mission  rs  that  a  proposition  was  made  on  the  part  of  New  York  for  two  I  ortn  to  he  bu   t. 

^^Z^n,.,i\..^Zrni'V.eronA..,..iou^U.   Lake  Ontario,  and   three  torts  upon  the 

e    fr      i      'owar-ls  Luke  Champlain  &  Lake  S'  Sacrament ;  that  this  general  measure  wa 

r,  hy  the  ('omn.issioners  with  the  addition  of  a  Naval  establishment  upon  t  e  La  e 

o    e  ure  the  navigation.     That  the  expediency  of  this  measure  was  further  conhrmed  by  the 

::ra    t   iri  V  .m.  SlxNatlonsof  the  nakedness  of  our  Irontiers.together  w.th  the  reverse 

w  i  h  ,hey  drew  of  the  French  strength  an<i  the  ellW-ts  of  that  strength  upon  them. 
'""     :  :     : :  and'ne.  ssity  of  this  measure  being  thus  established  by  the  ---;;;;;•-;;; 
„ll   nrties  c.  ncMMued.  the  danger  which  may  attend  a  delay  .n  the  execu. -n  of  it.  until  a  I  1. 

•        ,  ,       , „   .d  and  approved  of.  seen.s  equ..lly  "Lvious  upon  this  general  view,  w  tl 

t  .  t  w   ic      ve   h:ue  already  stated  a,s  likely  to  attend  a  delay  in  the  execution  of  prop 
l:  :L  the  manngemcJt  of  .ndian  Affairs ,  and  we  humbly  beg  leave  to  subm-t  to  .our 
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Majesty  some  considerations,  which  may  serve  to  set  the  expediency  of  this  neasure  in  a 
clear  light. 

While  the  Six  Nations  were  possessed  of  all  that  territory  which  surrounds  the  two  great 
Lakes  of  Erie  and  Ontario,  which  they  used  as  their  hunting  grounds,  and  before  the  French 
had  erected  Forts  which  intercept  their  passage  to  part  of  those  lands  and  cut  off  their 
commun.cat.on  v^ah  the  far  Western  Indians,  their  alliance  alone  &  submission  to  the  British 
Government  formed  a  sufficient  barrier  to  Your  Majesty's  Colonies  in  the  northern  part  of 
America;  and  for  that  reason  forts  were  not  then  judged  necessary,  or  at  least  onlv  L  the 
purposes  of  carrying  on  trade ;  but  since  the  French  have  erected  their  forts  at  Niagara,  by 
which  they  have  not  only  cut  off  the  passage  of  the  Six  Nations  to  their  hunting  grounds,  but 
have  acqmred  the  greatest  inHuence  over  the  Senecas.  one  of  the  most  powerful  of  those 
nations  w.thin  whose  territory  those  forts  are  built,  unless  n.easures  of  the  same  nature  are 
pursued  en  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  those  Nations  must  in  a  very  short  time  become  dependent 
upon  the  French,  and  instead  of  a  barrier,  be  made  subservient  to  their  encroachments  upon 
the  British  Coloniea.  ^ 

The  Colony  of  New  York  has  long  foreseen  these  consequences,  and  has  from  time  to  time 
projected  the  building  forts,  both  at  Niagara  and  Tierondequat;  which  last  place,  extremely 
well  situated  for  a  port  and  proper  for  commanding  the  navigation  of  the  Lake,  was  purchased 
long  since  by  that  Province  with  this  view. 

They  have  always  however  been  averse  to  taking  upon  themselves  theexpence  which  would 
have  attended  an  effectual  execution  of  these  measures.  &  there  is  the  less  reason  to  believe 
they  will  do  It  now.  as  it  has  been  the  declared  sens,  of  the  Commissioners  that  this  is  a 
measure  of  general  utility,  &  that  the  expence  of  it  ought  to  be  borne  at  the  general  charge 

Upon  the  whole  therefore,  if  Your  Majesty  should  be  of  opinion  that  effectual  measures 
should  be  immediately  entered  into  for  putting  Indian  Affairs  under  a  provisional  direction  and 
securing  the  Frontiers  by  erecting  fbrts  and  building  vessels  upon  the  Lakes  without  waiting 
until  a  pla.i  of  Lnion  can  be  settled,  by  which  a  proper  provision  may  be  made  for  these 
services  at  the  general  expence  of  the  Colonies;  we  would  humbly  submit  whether  it  might 
not  be  adviseable  that  an  Instruction  should  be  imme.iiately  ser.t  to  the  Lieutenant  Governor 
of  New  York  to  inquire  into  and  give  effectual  satisfaction  to  the  Indians  in  respect  to  the 
Complaint  they  have  made  concerning  their  lands,  and  that  Colonel  Johnson  should  l)e 
appointed  Colonel  over  the  Six  Nations,  in  the  same  manner  and  with  the  same  allowance  as 
wiien  the  expedition  against  Canada  was  in  agitation  in  the  last  war;  that  he  should  be 
intrusted  with  the  disposition  and  application  of  all  occasional  presents  Your  Majesty  may  think 
proper  to  make  to  th.se  Indians,  with  the  nomination  and  appointment  of  all  such  smiths  and 
other  artificers  as  may  he  thought  proper  to  be  settled  amongst  them,  and  in  general  the 
direction  of  all  other  service;*  not  already  provided  for  hy  the  laws  of  New  York 

The  reasons  of  our  taking  the  liberty  to  recommen.l  this  Gentleman  to  i'our  Majesty  are  the 
representations  which  have  been  made  to  us  of  the  great  service  he  di.l  during  the  late  war  in 
preserving  the  friendship  of  the  Indians  and  engaging  them  to  take  up  the  hatchet  against  'the 
French;  the  connexions  he  has  formed  by  living  amongst  them.  a,id  habituating  himself  to 
their  manners  and  customs;  the  publick  testimony  they  have  given  at  the  last  meeting  of  their 
friendship  lor.  and  confidence  in,  him;  and  above  all  the  request  they  make  that  the  sole 
manugement  of  their  affairs  may  be  intrusted  to  him. 
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With  regard  to  securing  the  Frontiers,  we  cannot  take  upon  us  to  say,  whether  all  or  what 
pa  t  of  the'forts  proposed  by  New  York  may  be  immediately  necessary;  but  we  t  .nk,  for  he 
reins  we  have  already  given,  that  one  at  least  should  be  erected  at  T.rondequat;  that 
I^ou  there  should  I'fortified  and  that  armed  vessels,  superior  in  strengt  and  rjum  er 
o  those  the  French  may  have  upon  the  Lake  be  forthwith  bu, it,  to  --";-^';;  «;;^'«"^'°" 
and  secure  to  us  a  free  and  open  communication  and  correspondence  with  the  Indians, 
anct  secure  lo  us  .1  i  f  ^^^  ^^^.^^^  .^  ^^^^  humbly  sebmitted. 

Dunk  Halifax 
j.  g renville 
T.  Pelham 
Andrew  Stone. 

Wl'itehall  James  Oswald. 

Oct'  29.  1754 


^  n  ♦  ■•  » 


Secret  Instmctions  to  General  Braddoch. 

Secret   Instructions  for  Our  Trusty  and  Welbeloved  Edward  Braddock  Esq" 
Major  (ieneral  of  Our  forces,  and  whom  we  have  appointed  General  and 
George  R.         Commander,  of  all  and  singular  Troops  and  Forces,  that  are  now  in  North 
America,  and  that  shall  be  sent,  or  raised  there,  to  vindicate  Our  just  rights, 
and  possessions,  in  those  parts.     Given  at  Our  Court  at  S'  James's  the  26* 
day  of  Nov  1754.  in  the  2S"'  year  of  Our  Reign. 
1"  Whereas  the  French  will,  in  all  probability,  endeavour  to  reinforce  the  several  Posts, 
they  now  have  on  the  R^ver  Ohio,  and  on  the  Lakes  to  the  Westward  of  it,  by  sendmg  Iroops 
unL  River  Mississipi;  it  is  our  Royal  wUl  and  pleasure,  that,  a.  the  season  w.U  al  ow  Our 
Troops  to  take  the  field  much  sooner,  in  the  Southern  parts,  than  in  any  other  parts  of  our 
Colonies,  you  shall  begin  your  operations  there  as  soon  at  the  weather  will  P'^'"'"''; '  ^"»  "^'f 
Uu're  ore    order  the  Troops  to  be  carried  up  the  Potomac  River,  as  h.gh  as  W.Us's  Creek, 
where  we  have  ordered  Sir  John  S'  Clair  Our  Deputy  Quarter  Master  General,  to  erect  a 
Iper  covering,  and  to  provide  Magazines,  and,  also,  to  prepare  a  Park  Tor  the  Amumt.on  and 
aXJ    which   may  be  necessary  upon  this  Hrst  part  of  your  expedition  ;   and  we  have 
ik  wise  given  direcaions  to  Our  said  Deputy  Quarter  Master  General,  to  provide  the  proper 
co^vTlMfces  for  a  General  Hospital  at   Hampton,  and  for   a  Hying   Hospital  at  the  Creek 

'"oT^Ts 'sTof  as  you  shall  have  been  able  to  drive  the  French  from  their  Posts  upon  the 
Oh^io,  you  will  take  the  proper  measures  for  erecting  a  good  and  sufficient  Fort,  on  the  most 
convenient  pass,  upon  the  said  River,  and  you  will  leave  a  strong  garrison  consisting  o  the 
hree  Independent  Companies  now  in  Virginia,  sus^uned  by  such  a  part,  or  the  who  e  of 
the  Provincial  Troops,  as  you  shull  find  necessary,  to  defend  the  same  &  to  protect  the 
Indians,  in  those  parts,  as  well  as  our  settlements,  which  have  lately  been  broke  up. 

3"  The  next  service,  which  is  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  therefore  demands   he  u.mos. 
care,  and  attention,  is,  the  dislodging  the  French  from  the  Forts,  they  now  have  at  the  talis 
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betweei  ,he  iLlToZ  o  ,      e  M u  "I  '^  *'"'  ""'"'  ''""'"^  °"'^''*'  communication 

should   think   it   LeZTyZZ^T''"    ^' 'l^"-- P''^'^^"^^' '^at  if,  for  this  purpose,  you 

with  the  Comman  e      .   L  ief  of  Out  s'hioT"  Wf  '^"'''  ^f ""'   ^°"   ^^•""  ^^"^ 
York,  the  manner  and  mea  s  of  Bui    i!'  ',  T*""  °^  "^'^  ^"^^""'^  ""^  '^«- 

for  that  service.  °  "'"'  '""""'"«  «"'='•  ^'^««'^'«'  ''^  «•'«'!  be  most  proper 

Sir  Wiililm  Pepperei     s  a!    1,         f     ^'"'7''"  '"^"'''^'^  ^'^  ^^  --^'-^  ^'^  «-'  Shirley.  anJ 
upon  th    Ohil  I      :       ",':,;:y°  ''''  Y^^.^^  \'-  ^--'^  -«  ^e  drove  from  their'posts 

Crown  point;\.nd'Zn   r'a    Top  ^pZ:;:;  ^  '"T^t  ''f  "'^'°"  °'  "''"^"^"'  *^"'^ 
case  vou  sh-ili  find  vn.,r  nr  ,        .  '^  '        P^''""''  ''^  '"''^  '^B  command  thereof,  in 

case  jou  sluili  find  your  presence  elsewhere  more  conducive  to  the  general  service 

of  the  Posts  before-mentioned,  at  Niagara   v.ull    li?.  '""'''  ^''""""^  ™''*^'" 

your  said  Force,  with  the  Britst  Boon's    oet-t   ."  .""'  '^"''"^  ""^"^  "'"'"'"'"^ 

and  when  you  shall  have  pe   L,  d  t "^^^^^^ 

the  remaining  Independent'^:  a    J  '  a  d  s  eh  ^1  e' 7  i   f""''  "^'  ''"''^'''''  ^°  ''''"' 
»    1  „.  .         '^""'l"""es,  anu  such  other  reinforcements,  as    vou  shall   indLrp 

ne     ssary,  to    e  a  sumcent  garrison  for  the  Fort  and  Forts,  you  shall  er^ct  there'  '     ' 

6-  It  you  should  r: ...  that  the  two  British  Regiments  will  he  sufficient  for  performing  the 
service  at  Nuigara  yea  „,ay,  then,  employ  the  two  American  Regiments,  at  the  same  til  n 
d.sposess,ng  the  French  from  their  l>ost  at  C.o..  Pnn,  on  the  Lake  C  1  l,  w^  c  It  e 
next  pomt  you  w.ll  endeavour  to  gain ;  But  no  positive  instructions  can  be  gi  en  vou  up  n 
tins  led.  as   you   can   only  judge,   hereafter,   whether   such  a  seperate  operation     in   be 

ITNTn't?'  H        ''""Vr'  '"'"'  '"'  "*'  "'^'^'"^  y^'"'^''  ^^-'"  °f  ^hat  most  matenTone 
at  Niagara.     However  after  you  shall  have  possessed  yourself  of  the  Niagara  Forts,  and  slia 
have  opened  a  safe  co.nmun  cation  hetwixt  that,  and  (Xswego  (  which  wilf  not  only    ecu  e 
Ba  k  sett  lemen..  hu    likewise,  hring  hack  those  Indians,  who  have  fallen  off  from  Our  interest! 

rirprLtsLZe;^ "  '^  ^"^  ^^"  -' '"---  ^-^  ^^^^  -^  --  -p-  --i^-  you 

7-^  The  reducing  the  Fort  at  Crown  Point,  and  erecting  another  upon  the  Lake  ChamMoi, 
n  such  place  as  you  shall  find  most  eflectual  for  hridling  the  French  Indians  in  those  pas    nd 
for  securing  and  protecting,  our  neighbouring  Colonies.  ^ 

8.H  The  last  mid  most  nmlerial  service,  that  you  shall  perform,  shall  be  the  destroying  the 
rench  tort  at  Be.u.rjour  an.l,  by  that  means,  recovering  our  province  of  Nova  Scotia;  but  on 
this  point,  we  do  not  give  you   any  positive  Instructions,  only,  that  you  shall  c    n  slnd 
constantly   with    Lieutenant  Col- Lawrence,   who   has   the   command  ol' Our  forces  in  tZ 
province;  and   ,  ,  w  list  the  service  of  Niagara,  or  Crown    Point  is  going  on  (whic  In 
lecessarily  divide  the  French   Forces).   Lieut,  CoP  Lawrence  can.  with   a' moral  c      ai I 
ndertake  the  reducing  that  Fort,  wi.h  our  Forces,  which  are  now  there,  or  by  an  addi         of 
tour  or  Hve  Hundre.l  of  the  IVovincial  Forces,  and  that  you  can  spare  siLh  n  s.  •[ 

would   be  gaining  much  time   in   finishing    the  op-ration.;  but,    if  ym.   should  no       nd 
advisable  for  Lieuf  Col'  Lawrence  to  undertake  that  service,  in  the  manner  before-mentilned 


NEW-YORK  COLONIAL  MANUSCRIPTS. 


922 

the  whole  province.  Newfoundland  and  Nova  Scotia,  will  afford  you  a 

g'"  The  two  Companies  ot  Artillery  in  i^e  services  above-mentioned, 

their  way.  Qn^rters  for  all  the  troops  under  your  command, 

lO'"  You  will  carefully  provide  Winter  Quarters  lor  au  v 

according  to  the  best  of  y'^-^i^'^^'^^TlTheT^A'^  by  the  Forces  under  your  command 
.X  r  :;S:u:nf  ^  O-iltJ  ;S:^:r^  .l  ....  cause  .1  such  prisoners  to 
be  sent  to  Old  France.  G.  R. 


Lieutenant-Governor  De  Lan^ey  to  Sir  Thomas  RoUnson. 

[8.  p.  O.  OoTornoM' Ulteri,  XLVIll.] 

New  York  16.  Dec'  1754. 


Sir 


Cpon  serious  consideration  ofwhattheFrenchlndlansbav^^ 

of  the  French  (of  which  I  lately  gave  you  an  «J-"";J;"'l°]^^„l",^,,,te  of  the  Northern 
from  that  quarter;  I  think  it  my  duty  to  lay  "^^'^'^ l^TJT^^lo-..  of  general  utility, 
frontiers  of  this  Province,  and  to  pouit  «"-;;;;7f;te:rd:ne  before  and  in  the  late 
From  Albany  northwards  towards  Canada  the  e  is  "«  «    '  ^«  ,  ^^^         ^hich  was 

war  at  a  place  on  Hudsons  River  called  Saraghtogo  abo  t  36  "^'^J^ '^^^  '  ^'^  \^^^^^^  ,„,, 
Ibandoned  and  destroyed,  so  that  .he  country  '^^l  ^^^^^^^^  -^^ '^ '" 
always  had  a  design  on  this  Province  as  be,n,  ^^'^^  J^^  ^"^^  ^^  '  ^^^^^^^^  ^,the  Six  Nation, 

their  hands  would  cutt  oif  all  ^^.-^^-^^^^'^ ^^^^^  Co  3S  anJ  as  there  is  not  above 
of  Indians,  to  the  infinite  prejudice  ol  a^l  the  Northern  Co  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^ 

twenty  two  miles  land  carriage  between  .rownPontd^^^^^^^  .^  ^^,^^^ 

I  apprehend  we  are  in  great  danger,  and  that  '^'\l'''T2l  L\^\^  W^i\^\i^^  own  strength 
parts  will  bend  their  whole  force  against  this  country,  ^^"^'^  «  ""^'^  J,,  „„  ^^tempt  I  would 
o  defend  itself  against  them,  i" -'^^  ^'-f'V^sert'o  or.  r  a  t^r  t^  this  Province 
humbly  propose  that  His  Majesty  be  ^^:^^^^:^^Z  ^Connecticut.  Rhode  Island, 
and  to  direct   the  several  '^^^'^'^''^'l''^  ^'"^  ^'''^'^^^^^ 

Massachusett'B  Kay  and  New  llumpsure  to^ise  '''^'  f^'l'^Xl\i^^^^  yj,  to  be  garrisoned 
to  furnish  their  quotas  towards  buildmg  the  several  '"  «  "  '"^/^^  ^reek  and  one  on  the 
by  the  King's  troops  but  victualled  by  t  e  •'■-'"-;\^J.^j;^;^^\^^^^^^^^^  pass  Crown  Point 
so'uth  end  of  the  Lake  .S;  Sacrament;  ^^J^^^^^ ^^t^,^^,  „,a  make  the  common 
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their  Indians  can  and  do  enter  this  Province,  Massachusett's  Bay  and  iNW  Hampshire  — 
Jersey.  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island  are  covered  by  New  Yorlf  and  Massaehuse  s  bW 
There  are  many  reasons  why  these  Forts  should  be  built.  1"  because  when  HrMaieftv^ 
arms  are  employed  on  the  Ohio.  Beeve  River  and  the  Presk  lie  or  peninsula  on  the  L?ke 

as"bei„ :  m Td  7'"  T"''"^  '"'^'^  '  ^^^°"^  P"«'^  '"  ''^  ^-^'--  ?-'«  « '  his  c  uttry 
LclZ  r  ^'''r:''''u  ''"^^  ^^  '^^^^^^■°"  ^h*«-«y.  which  these  Forts  may  prev  „^ 
Secondly,  because  >f  there  should  be  a  design  against  Crown   Point  or  even  MontL-5  when 

0  cas,ons  offer  these  Forts  will  be  well  scituated  to  favour  and  facilitate  such  a  de  gn  Te  ng 
p  aced  at  the  head  of  those  waters  which  lead  to  Crown  Point.     Thirdly  it  is  nece  saVthe? 

t  seems  to  me  from  the  motions  of  the  French,  that  they  will  lay  claim  to  the  heads  of  nil 

t:::1Z^l^l^^'"''''T'''':  '''  I^versS^Laurlnce  and'the  Missi.;  and  If  th  y 
car  y  these  claims  into  execution,  they  will  prove  very  detrimental  and  dangerous  to  the 
Bntis     Colonies  in  North   America.     The  other   Forts  I  would   propose   are, -on      n    lie 
Onondages  country     eing  the  place  where  the  General  Councils  of  the  Six  Natio  s  Z\l    I 
proper  officer  posted  here  and  made  a  Sachem  by  the  Governor  of  the  Province  (the  Go  elrs 
of  New  York  exercise   this    r,gbt)  would    have  a  seat  in   their   Councils  and  with    prone 
niaaageme.it  m.gt  have  a  considerable  influence  in  their  deliberations     The  Tier  FoTt 
propose  to  be  built  at  a  place  called  Tiorondequat  in  the  Senekas  country  on  the  lak    Out     o 
about  80  miles  westward  of  His  Majesty'.  Fort  at  Oswego,  and  near  the  same  dltL^e  "om 
he  B  rend,  fort  at  the  great  Fall  of  Niaga.a.     At  Tioronde.uat  there  is  very  good  am  ,  /;?« 
e   lement  migbt  soon  be  made  under  the  protection  of  this  fort.     Here  the  Se'nekas  rivertlls 
o  the  Lake  Ontario  or  Catraqui.     By  this  fort  and  settlement,  and  the  trade  carried  on  with 
the  Senekas  so  near  their  habitations,  we  might  soon  gain  the  afiections  of  these  Indians,  who 
are  the  most  numerous  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  from  hence  we  might  in  a  little  time  b    in  I 
condition  to  dislodge  the  French  from  Niagara,  a  fort  they  have  built  without     11  q,  es  on 
wuhin  His  M^ijesty's  territories  being  in  the  country  of  the  Senekas,  one  of  the  five  CantZ 
of    nd.ans  acknowledged   by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  to  be  subject  to  the  dominion  of  Great 
Britain.     Niagara  is  a  remarkable  and  important  pass  between  the  Lakes  Ontario  nd  Erie 
which  the  trench  forces  use  in  their  way  from  Montreal  to  the  Ohio;  so  that  if  we  should 
become  masters  of  it   there  would  be  an  end  of  their  encroachments  in  that  quarter,  as  they 
would  then  be  obliged  to  take  so  large  a  circuit  and  attended  u-  tli  such  diflicilties,  as  woulJ 
render  the  marching  a  body  of  men  to  the  Ohio  in  a  manner  impracticable.     The  advantages 
arising  from  these  forts  would  be  very  considerable,  as  they  would  encourage  those  Indians 
who  are  well  affected  to  us,  fix  the  wavery,  and  be  a  restraint  and  check  on  those  who  are 
inclined  to  the  I-  rench.     Add  to  this,  if  the  Fort  at  Oswego  standing  at  the  mouth  of  the  River 
where  ,t  empties  itself  into  the  Lake  Ontario,  were  enlarged  and  strongly  garrisoned,  the 
trench  might  be  deprived  of  all  intercourse  with  the  Onondaga  and  Oneyda  Indians;  for  one 
branch  of  tnat  River  comes  from  Onondaga  and  the  other  from  the  Oneida  country,  and  after 
their  confluence  pass  under  the  Fort  at  Oswego.     If  these  things  be  done  I  am  persuaded  the 
.Six  Nations  will  readily  join  us  in  any  enterprize  against  the  French  and  we  should  soon  1-e 
an  overmatch  for  them  &  prevent  them  from  drawing  off  so  many  of  our  Indians  as  thev 
continually  do;  for  which  purpose  they  spare  no  arts  nor  money. 

1  had  last  month  the  honor  of  your  letter  of  the  fi'"  July  acquainting  me  with  His  Majesty's 
surprize  that  the  Companies  within  tiiis  government  were  found  in  so  bad  a  condition.'   This 
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..as  what  I  could  not  immediately  remedy  and  was  owing  to  too  great  an  indulgence  before 
the  administration  devolved  upon  me.     The  two  Companies  sent  to  Virginm  were  as  comp,eat 
as  thev  could  possibly  be  made  in  the  short  time  before  they  were  embarked.     I  ordered  the 
Offi  eTs  of  the'two  other  companies  remaining  here,  to  spare  all  the  men  t^^^y -"'^/-f;-^ 
the  twenty  five  men  who  were  before  ordered  to  reinforce  the  garrison  at  Oswego  whch 
looked  upon  to  be  in  imminent  danger  from  the  numbers  of  French  who  pass  m  -gl^t  of   hat 
Fort  in  their  way  to  the  Ohio.     These  men   were  sent  thither  by  my  orders  w.th   three 
additional  pieces  of  cannon  powder  and  ball,  and  I  am  still  apprehensive  whenever  the  French 
meet  with  a  repulse  on  the  Ohio  (which  from  the  assistance  of  money  sent  by  His  Majes  y  to 
Virginia  will  I  hope  be  effected  next  spring)  they  will  in  their  return  endeavx^r  to  take  their 
revenge  in  Oswego.     I  have  had  the  fort  repaired  and  done  all  in  my  power  for  its  security. 
The  two  Companies  are  now  disposed  in  this  manner :- At  Oswego  50  men  under  the  command 
of  L'  Holland  ;  at  Fort  Hunter,  in  the  Mohawk's  country,  25  under  L'  Roseboom;  at  the  Bort 
in  the  town  of  Schenectady  25  under  L'  Mills;  to  take  care  of  the  Fort  in  this  City  an  old 
Serjeant  and  thirteen  invalids,  and  the  rest  with  their  Officers  are  at  Albany;  and  I  have  given 
strict  orders  to  have  the  Companies  kept  complete  and  the  men  duly  trained  and  exercised,  that 

thev  may  be  fit  for  service.  „,.,..•  .i 

I  have  made  use  of  your  letter  and  the  copy  of  that  to  Governor  Shirley  to  stir  up  the 
Assembly  to  exert  themselves  in  such  a  manner  as  might  merit  His  Majesty  s  most  gracious 
approbation.  All  I  could  obtain  was  a  vote  to  repay  me  for  the  expence  of  erecting  a  Fort  on 
some  part  of  Hudsons  River  to  the  Northward  of  the  City  of  Albany  when  the  — 
thereof  shall  be  known,  provided  it  exceed  not  the  sum  of  six  hundred  pounds:  so  that  I  must 
advance  or  engage  myself  for  this  sum,  which  I  shall  readily  do,  being  for  the  security  of  the 
Country,  though  it  is  a  great  hardship  on  me,  as  I  have  already  advanced  considerably,  and 
have  laid  out  since  I  came  to  the  government  fifteen  hundred  pounds  above  my  own  income 
and  have  had  no  salary,  owing  to  the  Assembly's  unwillingness  to  provide  for  the  support  of 
government  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  His  Majesty's  instructions.     They  will  make  no  other 

than  an  annual  provision.  ,,.,,.       :i„ 

When  I  had  gone  thus  far  and  was  ready  to  close  my  letter  to  go  by  a  vessell  that  sails 
tomorrow.  I  had  the  inexpressible  pleasure  of  youru  of  the  20""  of  October,  in  answer  to  which 
I  can  now  only  express  my  most  humble  and  hearty  acknowledgements  to  H.s  most  gracious 
Majesty  for  his  paternal  care  of  us  and  the  regard  he  has  shewn  for  the  security  and  welfare 
of  his  faithful  subjects  in  these  parts;  and  do  assure  you  that  I  will  exert  myself  to  the 
utmost  of  my  power  that  His  Majesty's  command  be  punctually  obeyed.     I  am 

Sir 

Your  most  obedient  and  most 

humble  Servant 
The  Right  Hon""  Sir  Thomas  Robinson  J^^^^  ^^  Lancev. 


V 


WMM 


e  before 
lompleat 
ered  the 
ixcepting 
which  I 
t  of  that 
th  three 
e  French 
[ajesty  to 
ake  their 
security, 
sommand 
:  the  Fort 
ty  an  old 
ave  given 
used,  that 

ir  up  the 
t  gracious 
a  Fort  on 
e  amount 
lat  I  must 
rity  of  the 
rably,  and 
n  income, 
support  of 
e  no  other 

that  sails 
r  to  which 
st  gracious 
ind  welfare 
self  to  the 


nt 
Lancev. 


LONDON  DOCUMENTS :    XXXI. 


Zie2ilenant-Govmior  De  Lancey  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 


925 


[  New-Tork  Papers,  Handle  Kk.,  No.  40.  ] 

My  Lords, 

1  had  the  honour  of  your  LordPP-  letter  of  the  6'-  of  July  last,  and  am  fully  acquainted  with 
your  LordPP'  sentiments  on  Indian  Affairs;  that  the  preserving  and  securing  the  Friendship 
of  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians  is  in  the  present  situation  of  Affairs  an  object  of  the  greatest 
.mportance,  and  that  nothing  can  be  added  to  the  weight  of  your  LordPP'  observations  on  that 
head.  The  only  method  I  conceive  to  attain  this  salutary  end,  is  by  building  Forts  to  cover 
them  against  the  jnsults  of  the  French  and  their  Indians.  I  shall  therefore  beg  your  Lordships 
patience  while  I  lay  my  thoughts  before  you.  tho'  you  will  find  a  repetition  of  several  things 
■which  I  have  formerly  mentioned. 

The  French  have  all  along  had  a  design  upon  this  province,  as  being  most  conveniently 
suuated  for  them,  and,  if  in  their  hands,  would  cutt  off  all  communication  between  his 
Majesty  s  subjects  and  the  Six  Nations,  to  the  infinite  prejudice  of  all  the  Northern  Colonies ; 
hence  I  apprehend  we  are  in  great  danger,  and  that  the  French  will  upon  the  first  opportunity, 
bend  their  whole  force  against  this  Province,  wiiich  is  unable,  with  its  own  strength  only,  io 
defend  Itself  against  them.  ^ 

In  order  therefore  to  prevent  or  defeat  such  an  attempt,  I  would  humbly  propose  that  His 
Maj'r  be  pleased  to  order  a  Regiment  into  this  Province,  and  to  direct  the  Governours  of  N. 
Jersey,  New  York.  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  Massachusets  Bay.  and  New  Hampshire  to  use 
their  utmost  endeavours  to  bring  their  Assemblies  to  furnish  their  respective  Quotas,  towards 
building  the  several  Forts  following,  to  be  garrisoned  by  the  King's  Troops  but  victualled  by 
the  Provinces.  ^ 

One  on  the  Wood  Creek,  which  is  about  twelve  miles  from  Hudson's  River,  and 

Or.e  at  the  South  end  of  the  lake  S'  Sacrament;  about  twenty  miles  from  that  River. 

The  Waters  of  this  Creek  and  Lake,  after  their  junction,  pass  Crown  Point,  and  fall  into  the 
Lake  Champlain,  and  so  run  into  S'  Lawrence  River,  and  make  the  common  passage  between 
this  Country  and  Montreal;  and  it  is  from  this  Creek  and  Lake  that  the  French  can  and  do 
enter  this  Province,  Massachusets  Bay  and  New  Hampshire-New  Jersey  Connecticut  and 
Rhode  Island,  are  covered  by  New  York  and  Massachusets  Bay. 

There  are  many  reasons  why  these  Forts  should  be  built: 

1"  They  will  be  a  security  to  the  Mohawk  Indians  and  to  the  Mohawks  Country,  as  the 
French  will  not  be  able  to  pass,  towards  them  without  a  discovery. 

2-"^  When  His  Maj'^'  arms  are  employed  on  the  Ohio,  Beeve  River,  and  the  Peninsula  on 
the  Lake  Erie,  the  French  will  probably  make  a  strong  push  on  the  northern  parts  of  this 
Prov«  as  being  most  defenceless,  to  cause  a  diversion  this  way,  which,  these  Forts  may 
prevent  or  obstruct. 

y")'  If  there  should  be  a  design  against  Crown  Point,  or  even  Montreal,  these  Forts  will  be 
well  situated  to  favor  and  facilitate  such  an  enterprize,  being  placed  at  the  head  of  the  waters 
which  lead  thither. 

4"^  It  is  necessary  they  should  be  built  to  assert  His  Maj'"  Right  to  the  lands  there,  for  by 
what  I  can  conjecture  from  the  motions  of  the  French,  they  will  lay  claim  to  the  heads  of  all 
the  Waters  that  empty  themselves  into  the  Rivers  S<  Lawrence  and  Missisippi ;  and  if  ihey  curry 
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these  claims  into  Execution,  they  will  prove  very  detrimental  and  dangerous  to  the  British 
Colonies  in  North  America. 

The  other  Forts  1  would  propose  are:  i.  „r  ♦!,«   qIv 

One  in  the  Onondaga  Country,  heing  the  place  where  the  General  Counc  Is  of  the   S.x 

N  uions  are  held ;  a  proper  Officer  posted  here,  and  made  a  Sachem  by  the  Gov'  of  New  York. 

^■ho  exe'ises  t^;  Rigju)  would  have  a  seat  in  their  Councils,  and.  with  proper  management. 

miuht  have  a  considerable  influence  in  their  deliberations,  and 

The  other  Fort  to  be  built  at  a  place  called  Tierondequat.  m  the  Seneca  s  Country,  on  the 
L-.k    On^a  io,  about  80  miles  westward  of  His  Maj.^'-  Fort  at  Oswego,  and  nearly  the  same 
di'ln^e  fl  the  French  Fort  at  the  great  fall  of  Niagara.- At  Tierondequat  there,  v^^^^ 
good  land,  and  a  settlement  might  soon  be  made  under  the  protection  of  th     Fort,  .f  the  lands 
were  granted  without  rent  for  a  few  years,  and  afterwards  at  a  small  quit  Rent,  and  the 
O  icers  0  pass  the  grants  without  Fees.     Here  the  Sen[e]ca  River  falls  into  t.>e  lake  Ontario 
B    la        f  this  Fort  and  settlement,  and  the  Trade,  which,  in  consequence,  would  be  carried 
on  with  the  Senecas  so  near  their  own  habitations,  we  might  soon  gam  an  ascendant  over 
tl  em   &  fix  the  affections  of  these  Indians,  who  are  the  most  numerous  of  the  S.x  Nations,  and 
Zhence  we  might  in  a  little  time  be  in  a  condition  to  dislod.e  the  French  from  Niagara  a 
Fo       hev  hive  built,  without  all  question  within  His  Maj'r-  territories,  being  m  the  Country 
f  the  Seneca    on         the  Five  Cantons  of  Indians  acknowledged  by  the  Treaty  of  Utrec     to 
be   ubS  t      he  dominion  of  Great  Brittain.     Niagara  is  a  remarkable  and  important  Pass 
b  tw     n  the  Lakes  Ontario  and  Erie,  which  the  French  forces  use  in  their  way  from  Montre  I 
'o  tie  Ohio ;  so  that  if  we  become  Masters  of  it.  there  would  be  an  end  of  their  encroacliments 
on  t  lat  qua  ter.  as  they  would  then  be  obliged  to  take  so  large  a  circuit,  attended  with  such 
difl  cuUie     as  ^ould  render  the  marching  a  body  of  Men  to  the  Ohio  with  their  provisions  ettc 
•  ;  rrnner  impracticable,  and  the  gaining  this  pass  would  open  a  large  Trade  with  the 
Indians,  of  which  the  French  at  present  reap  the  sole  benefit. 

ir  dvantages  arising  from  these  Forts  would  be  very  considerable :  T  ey  would  encourage 
tI,os  Indians  who  are  well  affected  to  us,  fix  the  wavering,  and  be  a  curb  on  those  who  are 
ined  to  the  French;  so  that  they  would  be  ours,  by  choice  or  necessity  Add  o 
if  the  Fort  at  Oswego  standing  at  the  mouth  of  the  River,  were  enlarged  and  s  ong  y 
g  rH  ned.  the  French  inight  be  deprived  of  all  intercourse  with  the  Onondaga  and  Oneida 
?  ans.  for  one  branch  of  that  River  comes  fron.  Onondaga,  and  the  other  from  the  Onejda 
C     ntry   and  after  their  confluence  pass  under  the  Fort  at  Oswego  into  the  Lake  Ontario. 

We  t  ese  things  effected,  1  am  perswaded  the  Six  Nations  would  readily  join  us  in  any 
ontJrpr  -rag,inst  the  French;  and  as  they  have  very  large  Alliances,  we  should  soon  be  an 
ovlrmrtch  for  the  French,  and  prevent  them  from  drawing  off  so  many  of  our  Indians  as  they 
continually  do.  for  which  purpose  they  spare  no  Arts  or  Expence. 

A  gen  ral  Union  of  the  Colonies  becomes  every  day  more  necessary,  and  the  necessity 
„,ot  V  S  ;  for  in  the  present  disjointed  way  in  which  the  Colonies  act.  and  sonje  will  no 
n  at  a  no  hing  is  or  can  be  done  to  answer  effectually  the  good  purposes  of  defeating  the 
Frenh  Plan  to  render  themselves  Masters  of  these  Countries,  and  to  ingross  all  the  Indian 
Me  I  have  sent  your  LordP"'  the  general  plan  of  an  Union  concerted  at  the  Congress  at 
I  ban;.  I  was  then'the  general  opinion  that  the  Colonies  would  differ  in  their  measures  and 
di IgrL  about  their  Quofas.  so  that  it  appeared  necessary  to  have  the  interposition  of  the 
British  Parliament  to  oblige  the  Colonies;  and  I  think  it  will  not  be  done  otherwise. 


V 
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1  should  be  glad  if  the  observations  I  have  made  on  the  disputes  between  New  York  and 
New  Jersey  can  be  of  any  service ;  Kis  Majesty  is  greatly  concerned  in  that  controversy,  and  I 
ain  surppsed,  that  the  construction  I  put  on  the  Duke  of  York's  grant  of  Jersey,  had  not  been 
taken  notice  of  before,  since  it  appears  so  very  obvious.  I  hope  a  temporary  line  of 
Jurisdiction  will  soon  be  settled  by  His  Majesty's  authority,  that  so  the  Mischief  which  is 
justly  apprehended  from  the  heat  and  violence  of  the  Jersey  Proprietors  may  be  prevented. 
I  inclose  your  ^ordPP-  a  printed  copy  of  the  Report  of  the  Council  on  the  Steps  taken  by  the 
Jersey  Proprietors,  to  whom  I  had  referred  the  consideration  of  those  matters  and  your  LordPP- 
will  find  in  pages  20  and  21.  of  the  printed  proceedings  of  the  Assembly,  the  Report  of  a 
Committee  of  that  house  on  the  Jersey  line,  and  in  page  37.  the  Message  of  the  house  to  me 
on  that  subject,  which  seem  to  me  to  evince  the  necessity  of  the  speedy  settlement  of  a 
temporary  line;  and  from  these  papers  it  will  appear,  that  both,  the  Council  and  Assembly 
advise  me  to  exercise  the  Jurisdiction  of  this  Govern'  up  to  the  supposed  line  of  the  year 
1686,  which  I  shall  endeavour  to  do  in  the  best  manner  I  can,  yet  so  aa  to  avoid  if  possible 
any  mischief. 

By  an  Act  of  this  Colony  passed  so  long  ago  as  the  IS'"  of  William  the  3'-,  it  is  enacted 
that  Waghachemack,»  and  great  and  little  Minisink  should  be  annexed  to  the  County  of  Ulster, 
and  that  the  Inhabitants  thereof  should  give  their  votes  for  Representatives  in  the  County  of 
Ulster;  so  that  it  evidently  appears  that  these  places  were  setled  above  fifty  years  ago  under 
this  Province ;  and  can  anything  be  more  unreasonable  than  that  the  Proprietors  of  Jersey 
should  remove  these  ancient  settlers  upon  a  bare  claim,  and  before  any  proof  of  right.  This 
Act  13.  Will™  S-  is  entituled  :  "An  Act  for  the  more  regular  proceedings  in  the  Elections  of 
"  representatives  for  the  several  cities  and  Counties  within  this  Province"  and  was  not  made 
with  a  view  to  any  dispute  with  the  Jerseys,  but  on  disputes  which  had  arisen  between 
the  County  of  Orange,  which  lies  next  to  Jersey,  and  the  County  of  Ulster  which  lies  to  the 
Northward  of  Orange.  Your  LordPP'  will  see  the  readiness  of  this  Province  to  come  to  a  final 
Decision  of  the  Controversy  by  the  Act  enclosed. 

I  have  given  Your  LordPP'  an  account  that  upon  my  calling  the  Assembly  together,  and 
having  pressed  them  to  give  their  Assistance  to  Virginia  towards  enabling  them  to  repel  the 
French  from  the  Ohio,  they  granted  the  sum  of  .£5000.  which  I  sent  by  Capt"  Legge,  and 
came  safely  to  the  hands  of  M'  Dinwiddle;  They  then  in  consideration  of  the  season  desired 
a  short  Recess,  which  I  granted  them.  At  their  next  meeting,  having  received  your  LordPP* 
letter  of  the  5"'  of  July  1754.  I  used  my  endeavours  with  them  to  come  into  a  method  of 
supporting  tlie  Govern'  agreable  to  his  Majesty's  Instructions,  by  urging  the  arguments  in 
your  LordPP' letter  to  shew  the  unreasonableness  of  an  annual  support,  and  its  natural  tendency 
to  draw  the  Officers  of  the  Crown  into  a  dependance  on  the  Assembly;  in  answer  to  which 
they  assure  me  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  that  they  have  not  the  least  thought  or  inclination 
to  invade  or  incroach  on  any  of  His  Maj"'''  just  and  rightful  prerogatives,  or  to  endeavour  to 
wrest  out  of  his  Royall  Hands,  any  part  of  the  executive  powers  of  Govern',  by  the  nomination 
and  appointment  of  Officers,  or  in  any  other  respect  whatsoever  {p  52  of  their  proceedings). 
Here  is  a  formal  disclaimer,  of  some  of  their  former  proceedings;  which  may  be  at  any  time 
hereafter  objected  to  them,  if  they  should  again  renew  their  old  pretensions ;  but  they  would 
not  depart  from  the  annual  support,  and  sent  up  to  the  Council  two  Bills,  one,  for  paying  and 

'  Tho  Patent,  of  Waghaghkemick  was  grauteJ  to  TLomaa  bwuitwout  aud  others  in  lO'JT.     It  lies  ou  the  Nevcrsiiik  Rivir 
in  Orange  county,  !<".  Y.  —  Ed. 
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discharging  several  debts  due  from  the  Colony  to  the  persons  therein  mentioned  and  th    o  her 
fo   the  payment  of  the  Salaries  and  services  therein  mentioned  to  the  first  day  of  Sept   17o^ 
w  ilh  s'tm  remain  before  the  Council,  copies  of  which  are  now  -t  ^o  ^our  Lor  p^^^^ 
difference  between  this  and  former  Bills  for  payment  of  ''''^Xllt^''^^o^^^ 

-^::X7:s^::ss::t  r  -:^:^  r  oLr.  on. 

from  year  to  year-  lays  me  under  great  difficulties.  I  have  been  and  am  at  a  very  great 
expenc  a  d  Ilthis  while,  without  salary,  and  how  I  shall  extricate  myse  f  I  know  n  , 
unLss  Your  Lord^P'  will  be  pleased  to  think  of  some  method  to  relieve  me  from  the.n.  by 
recommending  my  case  to  H.s  Maj'^  or  otherwise  as  may  be  "'«f  P/^P"-  ^„^    ,,,, 

Tanswere'd   ;  a     n  pages  SS.^V  upon  which  they,  the  next  day  came  to  the  resolutions  m  pages 
00 T.;  so  It  T  am  My  Lords  in  the  greatest  perplexity  imaginable,  not  knowmg  how  to  act 

'''t;^t::fZl!^  LordPP.  that  upon  my  sending  the  Message  which  is  in  page 
45  to  th    As  eTb ly  with  an  Jxtract  of  a  letter  of  the  5-  of  July  from  Sir  Thomas  Robmson 

iXm  Frontier-  they  desire  me  to  take  order  for  erecting  such  Forts,  and  engage  to  dev.se 
Northern  ^7!^^^^'     i;^;;  'J^  ^  ;„  ^al.  and  afterwards  page  61.  limit  it  to  the  sum 

7^60;  w    c     tto"/^^^^  is  too  much  to  come  out  of  pockets  already  well 

:mpUed;f!r  I  must  either  advance  or  engage  my  credit  for  this  sum.  or  the  work  must  be 

''V  Kennedy  His   Maj-   Receiver   General,   delivered   me   a   memorial  setting  forth   the 

r„ild  and  ™.»d,  by  »hich  mean,  the  collection  of  Hi,  Maje>ty'.  rent,  w.ll  be  grc»t  y 
:,  il:  a„r.:  Ucv'enoe  tegnl.riy  gathered  in.  1  .end  the  Na.a,  Omce..  A—  a.  e 
J  .u  ™  ♦„  »v.o  Th*.  Trpiisurer  has  not  vet  sent  me  hi  in.  out  i  oeueve  3'uui 
^L^r ::;: 'h  :  a  IrTdistlc:  k^::::;:;  of  the  plbUck  accounts  .om  the  state  that  is 
nubHsheTin  the  votes  of  the  Assembly,  than  from  any  of  the  Treasurers  own  drawing.  Ihe 
cc  nts  were  x,n,„ed  and  stated  by  the  Representatives  of  the  City  of  New  York  w^io  are 
by  atrmer  Act  appoiuted  Commissioners  for  this  purpose,  and  are  good  accountants,  and  had 
the  sieht  and  perusal  of  the  Treasurer's  Books. 

I  ?a      now'given  my  assent  to  twelve  Acts,  (which  are  put  up  in  a  Box  «  dre-d       y    . 
LordPPM  with  one  passed  at  the  former  meeting,  and  the  Minutes  of  Council  from  the  28    May 
I;  tit  IS^December  1754.  and  the  Journal  of  the  Council's  proceedings  in  the  present  bession. 
Only  two  of  the  Acts  require  any  thing  to  be  said  on  them. 

'  Sic.  eonformftble  —  Ed. 
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Col';trNe?Yrr"C™^^        infor.ations  in  the  supreme  Court  of  Judicature  for  the 

to  w  if^TLSt  th ;';  :^::  z  v;i;i\z:'r  '"'^'r '''-'-' '--' 

apply  home  against  it.  •"  '  ^'  ''"*  ""'^'^''  ''^  ''''  ««">  '^'^'  ^e  would 

polt"'' ThtT"7°  r^T'  -""""^  °'  ^'^^  P^''^^  '°  '^y  -"«-  f^-  <-orty  shillings  to  five 
«ives    he";;;?!  "^  "  'T''  ''"  '"^  P°"^^  '"  ''y  -"«-  -«  r-  -  forty  shillings      This 

Lt  ye    as  tleTt  or^H  'f.  f  °'  ^^  ^'^""''"'^  '''^^  ^^^^^"^  ""'  -"  ^-"fi-i  fo    such  I 
ntes    I  aoD  ehe    fZ  "''."  ^"'^  "'^  '"'"""'^  ^  "^"^^  '«  ^^^  ^he  cause  before  the 

coTtin:;  buXthrL ;«:::. ""  '"^  '^  ^-^  ^''^  ^^^^  ^"^°"^^"--  ^"  ^'-  '->  -  ^^  is  to 

1  am  My  Lords 

Your  LordPP' 

most    bjdient  and  most 
15  Dec  1754.  humble  servant. 

James  De  Lance  v. 


^' 


1  , 


"*? 


Minutes  of  the  attendance  of  tU  Agent  of  NewYorTc  on  the  Board  of  Trad,. 


[  Board  of  Trade  Journal,  No.  62.  ] 


Earl  of  Halifax 

R'  Hon:  Horatio  Walpole. 


Thursday,  December  19.  I7.54. 
A^  Pitt. 
M'  Oswald. 


The  Board  being  informed  that  M'  Charles.  Agent  for  the  Province  of  New  Vr,rlr   ,.=. 
attend.ng  w  thout.  and  had  a  motion  to  make  to  the  Board,  he  was  called  in^dlovJ^^  th 
Lordsh.ps  that  he  might  be  informed  of  what  Resolutions  iheir  Lor  1      ps  h  id   In  up     'Z 
Uepresentat.on  of  the  Assembly  of  New  York,  relative  to  the  39'^  Article  of        1  te  Gov! 

Resolutin!'  ^^T'T'^''''  "^°"  "'"'^  ''  ^^^'""'^^  *"  '"^^^  '«  be  necessary' t^  me  Z 
Resoluton.  or  to  which  any  answer  could  properly  be  given;  viz-  that  part  in  which  th! 
Assembly  submit  to  the  consideration  of  this  Board  whether  hey  have  be  euTtv  of 
.loyalty  or  disaffection  to  His  Majesty,  and  that  part  in  which  thV  Isir  let  I  • ,  "o'f 
he  Bo..rd  w,th  His  Majesty,  that  this  Instruction  may  be  withdrawn.-T  t  wit^  ^^  "  [ 
to  the  first.  ,t  never  was  the  intention  of  this  Board  to  charge  the  Assembly  of  New  York  wUh 
persona  d.oyalty  or  disartection  to  His  Majesty,  and  that  ft  did  not  appear  to  t  iem  t,  at  I  ' 


-.     r^v.A.^ 
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.,.,  „.a„e .  contained  in  .ha.  ^'^^^-^f^:^  ^ji:^  z:^:::!^:^:^ 

.vrolelheir  8entim»n.s  fully  upon  'I'^V"'.^  h^^L-r  i.  ell  d  opp.ar  .0  Ihom  .o  be 


Gwern&r  Shirley  to  Secretary  Robimon. 

[8.  P.  O.  aoverncf'i  ^  ?tie:«,  LXVIII.] 

Boston  New  England,  Decern'  24*  1754. 

p""t:  of  n!w  y1,  .rr.h:.,  b/a„y  scold^n.  should  -nave  n,i.oa,„M,  I  ,nolo,o  you 

one  here.  polonies  c<-"^ern'd  a  fair  opportunUy  of  agreeing  by  .heir 

Tha.  raoeung,  S.r,  gr.ve  .he  C°'°°'«' "   „;'"       ^,„  „f  u'i„„  „„d  Confedera.ion  for  the 

frdrri;::;rb:t:::r^^^^^^ 
^.^ar-to^xthr;:-^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

ColonieB,  could  be  concluded  and  agreed  upo.  by  tliem  ^^  ^^^  ^^ 

plan   be   form'u,   as   I  apprehend,   mi   w      the   sever      u  invincible  obstacle 

b:t::;r :: — -  ::i::r=:X^ ";  .hou.  happe„  .0  ..e. 

be  established  by  Act  of  ParliamS  that  the  op.n.on  of  the  Comm     there  P  ^^ 
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reign  among  several  of  the  Colonies  for  their  mutual  defence,  and  the  quotas  of  men  and 
money  allotted  to  each  governm'  to  pay,  never  had  the  least  effect  as  I  can  learn. 

However  tho'  the  Comra"  have  fail'd  for  want  of  sufficient  powers  to  pe-ect  an  Union 
among  the  Colonies  at  their  Congress,  yet  they  have  made  a  great  progress  in  concerting  the 
proper  measures  for  effecting  one,  and  discovering  the  absolute  necessity  of  it's  being  done 
without  delay;  and  their  sevsral  determinations  upon  this  point  seem  to  have  pav'd  the  way 
clearly  for  His  Majestys  ordering  a  plan  of  an  Union  to  be  form'd  at  home,  and  the  execution 
of  It  inforc'd  here  by  Act  of  Parliament,  if  that  shall  be  agreeable  to  his  royal  pleasure. 

These  Gentlemen,  Sir,  having  been  chosen  Comm"  by  the  General  Assemblies  of  the  several 
Colonies  W'  they  represented  at  the  Congress,  tho'  commission'd  by  the  Gov"  of  them,  must 
be  considered  as  the  most  intelligent  persons  of  their  respective  Governm"  in  the  general  state 
of  the  Colonies,  and  as  having  a  just  attention  to  the  interest  of  their  own  Coloni  ;s  in 
particular,  in  all  their  consultations,  so  that  their  determinations  of  these  points  ( in  all  which 
they  were  as  I  am  assured  by  the  Massachusett's  Comm"  very  near  unanimous)  viz'  1"  Thai, 
a  General  Union  of  their  Forces  and  Councils  are  necessary  at  this  conjuncture  for  saving  them 
from  the  incroachm"  of  the  French.  2  That  an  effectual  scheme  for  such  an  Union  can't  be 
carry'd  into  execution  but  by  authority  of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain.  3.  What  may 
serve  as  a  present  rule  for  fixing  the  several  proportions  W^"  each  Colony  should  be  allotted 
to  bear  of  the  charges  of  supporting  the  Governm'  propos'd  to  be  erected  in  the  Plan,  there 
estimated  by  the  number  of  members  allotted  for  each  Governm'  to  send  to  the  General 
Council:  i  say,  Sir,  that  their  determination  of  these  points  ought  to  be  look'd  upon  as 
the  declared  sense  of  all  the  Colonies ;  and  this  together  with  their  representation  of  the 
state  of  the  Colonies  seems  to  have  laid  a  good  foundation  for  immediately  proceeding  at 
home  to  the  forming  of  a  proper  plan  in  all  points  for  a  General  Union  of  the  Colonies,  settling 
the  quotas  of  men  &  money  for  each  Colony  to  find  towards  the  charge  of  it  as  stated  in  the 
plan  of  the  Comm"  to  be  establish'd  by  authority  of  Parliam'  and  carry'd  into  execution  in 
the  Colonies  without  further  consulting  them  upon  any  points  whatever. 

As  to  the  plan  of  Union  form'd  at  Albany,  I  would  beg  leave,  Sir,  to  submit  the  following 
remarks  upon  it  to  your  consideration,  viz' 

1.  That  the  reason  of  committing  to  the  several  houses  of  Representatives  solely  the  choice 
of  the  Members  which  each  Colony  is  allowed  to  send  to  the  Grand  Council,  seems  to  be  because 
it  is  propos'd  that  the  Council  should  have  power  to  levy  taxes  upon  the  People,  w'=''  it  is 
thouglit  could  not  be  exercis'd  by  any  Council  whatsoever  in  the  Colonies  which  should 
not  be  wholly  chosen  by  the  People,  or  at  least  by  their  Kepresentatives,  without  raising  a 
genera!  dissatisfaction. 

8.  That  on  the  other  hand  it  is  clear  that  as  such  Council  can  be  consider'd  no  otherwise 
than  as  the  General  Representative  body  of  all  the  people  of  the  Colonies  compriz'd  in  the 
Union,  the  giving  to  them  a  siiare  in  making  peace  and  war  with  the  Indians  and  concluding 
treaties  with  them,  in  the  disposal  of  military  commissions,  in  the  power  of  raising  troops  and 
erecting  Forts,  would  be  a  great  strain  upon  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  and  contrary  to  the 
English  Constitution. 

A  That  the  command  over  the  Militia,  power  of  raising  them  by  warrant  of  impress,  marching 
them  upon  any  service  nt  least  within  the  limits  of  the  several  Colonies,  appointing  all  military 
Ollicers,  erecting  and  demolishing  of  Forte,  declaring  war  against  the  Indians  and  making 
treaties  of  peace  with  them;  are  vested  solely  in  the  respective  Governours  of  all  of  them, 
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proprietary  and  cl.arter.  as  well  as  those  whose  Governm'  is  founded  on  H.s  Majesty  a 
commission,  except  in  the  two  Colonies  of  Connecticutt  and  Rhode  Island,  whose  governm- 
stand  upon  their  old  charters,  by  which  the  Crown  hath  divested  itself  almost  of  the  whole 
prerogative,  and  transferr'd  it  to  the  populace,  in  whom  the  several  above  mention  d  powers 
are  lodg'd,  the  Governours  not  having  so  much  as  a  negative  W  any  election  of  officers  or  Act 

of  Legislature.  ,    .       ,       ,  .      c  .!,„;- 

4  That  the  institution  of  these  old  Charter  Gov"  in  the  Colonies  during  the  state  of  their 
infancy  tho  well  accommodated  to  draw  together  numbers  of  settlers  in  the  beginning  of  the 
English  Plantations  and  for  the  regulation  of  each  settlement  whilst  it  consisted  of  but  an 
handfull  of  people,  yet  seems  by  no  means  well  calculated  for  the  Governm'  of  them  when  the 
inhabitants  considerably  increas'd  in  numbers  and  wealth.     The  present  state  of  the  Governm 
of  Rhode  Island  is  an  instance  of  this.     The  Colony  is  computed  to  have  upwards  of 
inhabitants  and  a  proportionable  share  of  property;  the  reins  of  their  Governm'  prove  now  so 
loose  that  a  spirit  of  mobbism  prevails  in  every  part  of  it;  they  pay  no  regard  to  the  Kings 
instruction,  and  very  little  or  none  to  Acts  of  Parliament,  particularly  to  Act3  of  Trade,  in 
which  they  seem  to  look  upon  themaelves  as  freebooters,  as  their  governm'  was  not  originally 
calculated   for   preserving    their   dependency   upon   Great   Britain,   they   have    little   or  no 
appearance  of  it  among  them  now,  and  their  example  hath  by  degrees  infected  His  Majesty  s 
neighbouring  Governm"  w'"  irregularities  which  they  might  not  otherwise  have  gone  into.     1 
would  be  understood  to  speak  this  only  of  the  natural  tendency  of  their  governm'.     Their 
Assembly  have  given  proofs  of  a  public  spirit  for   promoting  the  general  welfare  ot   His 
Maiestys  Colonies  ag"  the  encroachm"  of  the  French,  and  extending  his  dominions  in  America; 
they  have  a  strong  attachm'  to  His  Majesty's  person  and  the  Protestant  Succession  -n  his 
family,  and  likewise  to  the  English  Governm'  so  far  as  it  is  consistent  w'"  the  spirit  of  ri.t  w' 
reigns  among  them,  &  may  be  call'd  rather  the  fault  of  the  form  of  their  Colony  Governm 
then  of  the  people;  The  most  considerate  of  which  are  said  to  be  much  tir'd  o(  it. 

5  That  the  unfitness  of  these  old  Charter  Governm"  for  the  Colonies  when  they  are  grown 
np  and  come  out  of  their  infancy,  was  I  suppose  the  reason  why  in  the  beginning  of  King 
VVilliam  and  Queen  Mary's  reign  the  governm'  at  home  refus'd  to  the  old  Massachusetts 
Colony  to 'renew  their  Charter  w^"  had  been  vacated  by  a  judgment  in  the  Court  of  Chancery 
in  Westminster  Hall  in  a  late  reign,  tho'  their  principles  and  loyalty  to  the  Crown  at  that  time 
Kreatly  recommended  them  to  its  favour;  but  instead  of  that  it  was  thought  good  policy  to 
nut  an  end  likewise  to  the  Charter  Colony  of  New  Plymouth  and  to  erect  &  incorporate  the 
old  colonies  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  and  New  Plymouth,  together  W"  the  Provinces  of  Main 
•uid  Nova  8.otia  into  one  Province,  which  is  now  the  present  Province  of  the  Massachusetts 
11  ,y  saving  that  the  Crown  hath  disannex'd  Nova  Scotia  from  it,  and  to  grant  them  a  new 
Charter,  wherein  the  Crown  hath  resum'd  its  prerogative  ;  and  this  form  of  Governm'  was  as 
readily  acceiited  by  the  People  of  tho  old  Charter  Colonies,  who  were  in  a  great  measure 
Hurfeiled  of  their  governm'  and  former  popular  privileges,  then  became  disproportion'd  to  the 

state  of  the  inhabitants.  •      •      .       r 

The  result  from  these  observations,  Sir,  w'"  I  would  submit  to  your  consideration  is,  that  it 
the  old  Charter  form  of  government,  such  as  that  is  w'"  is  proposed  in  Uie  Albany  plan  of 
Union,  is  uiilitt  for  ruling  a  particular  Colony,  it  seems  much  more  improper  for  eHtahlishing  a 
General  Governm'  and  Impniiim  over  nil  the  Colonies  to  be  comprized  in  the  Union. 
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The  only  matenal  difference  between  an  old  Charter  Governm'  and  the  Albany  Plan  appears 
to  be,  that  by  the  latter  it  is  propos'd  that  the  Governour  General  shall  be  appointed  and 
supported  by  H.s  Majesty  and  have  a  negative  in  every  Act  of  the  Grand  Cd^^nci!  (as  it  is 
there  called )  whereas  m  the  former  the  Governour  is  annually  elected  by  the  People,  dependent 
upon  them  for  his  support  and  hath  no  negative  in  the  Acts  of  Assembly. 

This  IS  relied  upon  as  a  most  favourable  circumstance  on  the  part  of  the  Crown  in  the 

following  remarks,  drawn  up  by  a  gentleman  who  had  a  principle  hand  in  forming  the  Albany 

Han  VIZ   »  That  the  Government  or  Constitution  propos'd  to  be  form'd  bv  the  plan  consists 

'  of  two  branc[h]es,  a  President  General  appointed  by  the  Crown  and  a  Council  chosen  by  the 

People  or  by  the  Peop;e's  Representative  w='-  is  the  same  thing 

"That  by  a  subsequent  article  the  Council  chosen  by  the  People  can  effect  nothing  without 

the  consen  tof  the  President  General  appointed  by  the  Crown  ;  the  Crown  possesses  therefore 

lull  one  half  of  the  power  of  this  Constitution." 

•'  That  in  the  British  Constitution  the  Crown  is  suppos'd  to  possess  but  one  third,  the  Lords 
"  having  their  share. 

»  That  the  Constitution  therefore  seem'd  rather  more  favourable  for  the  Crown" 
But  It  seems  an  obvious  answer  to  say  that  the  power  of  the  President  General  web  ;„  t^e 
remarks  is  called  one  half  of  the  Power  of  the  Consnmion,  is  only  a  Negative  one.  stripped  of 
every  branch  of  the  prerogative,  and  is  at  best  only  a  preventative  power  in  a  small  degree. 
It  may  controll  the  other  half  of  th.  constitution  from  doing  mischief  by  any  act  of  theirs, 
but  It  can't  prevent  mischiefs  arising  from  their  inactivity,  neglect  or  obstinacy. 

As  10  the  remark  "  that  in  the  British  Constitution  the  Crown  is  supposed  to  possess  but 
"  one  third  of  the  power,  the  Lords  having  their  share ;"  with  the  consequences  drawn  from  it 
in  favour  of  the  Albany  Plan;  it  seems  a  palpable  error  to  suppose  that  the  Peers  of  the  Realm 
who  are  created  by  the  Crown,  weaken  its  influence  &  power  in  the  state  by  their  being  one 
ol  the  three  branches  of  it. 

It  may  be  further  observ'd  that  the  prerogative  is  so  much  relaxed  in  the  Albany  Plan,  that 
it  doth  not  appear  well  calculated  to  strengthen  the  dependency  of  the  Colonies  upon  the 
Crown ;  which  seems  a  very  important  article  in  the  consideration  of  this  affair. 

1  have  I  am  affraid,  Sir,  been  too  diffuse  in  my  remarks  upon  the  Albany  Plan,  knd  it  may 
perhaps  be  expected  that  I  should  offer  some  other  plan  in  lieu  of  it. 

I  have  turn'd  my  thoughts  upon  one,  8ir,  and  form'd  a  rough  sketch  of  it;  but  as  I 
understood  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations  were  forming  a  plan  themselves. 
I  did  not  think  it  proper  for  me  to  transmit  my  crude  sentiments  to  you  upon  so  difficult  and 
delicate  a  work.     I  am,  with  the  highest  respect, 

Sir 

Your  most  humble  and 

most  obedient  Servant 
The  Right  Hon''"  Sir  Thomas  Robinson  w.  timuLEY. 
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Secretary  Rohimon  to  the  Governors  in  North  America. 

i  Governors  .nd  Commander.  In  North  Americm  (  S.  P.  0. )  No.  T4.  ] 

Whitehall  Jan^  23.  1756. 


Sir. 


''Tt:r:tZXX'"o::ZZ\.:^.,  o<  pe^n.,  ».  we,,  ..on,  the  N..,ves  of 
A.  there  i.  P'™^°J'  „ho  may  be  arrived  there  from  ditTerent  Purl.,  part.cu,ar,y 

tZilZTZl^^  b       pal  ■  a„d  v:„f„g  to  bear  ar..  »pen  thU  oeeae,o„  ,  the  K,„g  doe, 
from  Germany,  who  w  V  ^^  ^^^^  j,^,^  |_^;^„j^j  augmentation 

consequence  of  your  former  orders-  j  ^^  ^^^^^ 

T  Robinson 

P.  S.  I  have  received  your  (Gov'  of  N.  Y.)  letters  of  Oct'  8-  and  SI',  and  Dec'  15- 


Or<kr  in  Council  appointing  Sir  CMrles  Hardy  Governor  of  New-Yorh. 

[  New-Tork  P«p«»,  Bundle  Kk.,  No.  M.  1 

At  the  Court  at  S-  James's,  the  29'"  of  January  1756. 

PaESENT-        The  Kings  most  Excellent  Majesty  in  Council. 

in  the  room  of  Sir  Danvers  Osborri  Baronet,  deceased- His  Majesty       v.o  vv 
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thereof,  k  pleased  to  order,  as  it  is  hereby  ordered,  that  the  said  Charles  Hardy  Esq'  be 
constituted  and  appointed  Capt"  Gen'  &  Gov'  in  Chief  of  His  Maj'^'*  said  Province  of  New 
York  in  the  room  of  the  said  Sir  Danvers  Osborn,  Baronet,  deceased.  And  that  the  said  Lords 
Commiss"  for  Trade  and  Plantations  do  prepare  a  draught  of  a  Commission  and  Instructions 
for  the  said  Charles  Hardy,  and  lay  the  same  before  his  Maj«'  at  this  Board  for  his 
Royal  approbation 

W.  Sharfb 


<    H   »   11   » 


Lieutenant-Governor  De  Lancey  to  Secretary  Eobinson. 


[8.  P.  O.,  GoTemoi»'L«tt«n,LXvm.] 


Sir 


Nevf  York  31  Jan.  1766. 


In  consequence  of  the  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  you  of  the  SG'"  of 
October,  I  have  ordered  the  Assembly  to  be  called  together  before  the  time  to  which  they 
were  before  adjourned,  which  was  the  second  Tuesday  in  March.  They  are  appointed  to 
meet  on  the  4"'  of  February,  when  I  shall  lay  your  letter  before  them  and  press  them  to  make 
provision  to  enable  me  to  fulfill  His  Majesty's  commands. 

I  this  week  received  a  letter  from  Monsieur  Du  Quesne  the  General  of  Canada  (a  copy  of 
which  I  enclose)  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  16'"  of  October.  The  answer  is  such  as  I  expected; 
but  it  is  beyond  all  doubt  that  the  Indians  domiciliated  among  the  French  dose  not  take  any 
step  against  the  inclination  of  the  General.  I  send  and  extract  of  a  letter  I  received  from  the 
commanding  Officer  of  Oswego.  I  should  have  been  surprised  at  the  confidence  with  which 
the  General  of  Canada  tells  our  Indians  that  the  English  are  sending  him  letters  inviting  him 
to  join  them  to  destroy  the  Indians,  had  I  not  heard  the  like  piece  of  falsehood,  but  of  a  more 
impudent  nature,  from  a  French  Indian  last  year  at  Albany,  who  told  me  that  he  heard  Mie 
General  of  Canada  in  presence  of  many  Indians  reading  a  letter  .a  from  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  to  the  French  King,  proposing  to  him  to  join  his  forces  with  the  English  to  extirpate 
all  the  Indians.     These  are  wicked  and  mean  artifices  and  cannot  make  a  lasting  impression. 

Yesterday  the  Lieu'  Colonels  Ellison  and  Mercer  came  to  this  town;  1  have  orderea  horses 
to  be  got  for  them  to  carry  then  to  Connecticut  in  their  way  to  Boston,  for  which  place  they 
will  set  out  as  soon  as  the  weather  permits.  An  active  lively  officer  at  thn  head  of  this 
Government,  with  a  regiment,  would  be  of  great  service  at  this  lime  and  have  a  great 
influence  among  the  Indians.    I  am  with  great  esteem 

Sir 

Your  most  obedient  and 

most  humble  Servant 

The  Right  Hon"'*  James  De  Lancey. 

Sir  Thonas  Robins'in 


936 


NEW-YORK  COLONIAL  MANUSCRIPTS. 


'I- 


Marquis  du  Queme  to  Lieutenant-Govermr  De  Lancey. 

[S.  p.  O.,  Governor*'  Letter*,  LXTIil.] 
fTKANSLATED   FEOM   THE  FRENCH.] 

Quebec  26.  X""  1754 


Sir 


I  have  received  the  letter  your  Excellency  did  me  the  honor  to  write  me.  on  the  le'"  8-", 
which  reached  me  on  the  15-  instant.  1  am  flattered  that  your  Excellency  appreciates  my 
rentmeZ  w^^^^^^  entirely  opposed  to  exciting  the  Indians  to  go  and  commU  the  most 
^rbarrus  icts  among  His  Britannic  Majesty's  subjects,  with  whom  we  are  in  the  most  profound 
peace  This  is  so  respectable  a  course  for  me,  that  I  shall  not  depart  from  it. 
^Ihlve  these  two  years,  prevented  the  Abenakis  going  to  avenge  the  death  of  wo  of  he.r 
chefs  whom  the  English  killed,  in  the  direction  of  Boston;  but  as  all  the  Ind.an  nat.ons 
ar  ter'nd  even  prile  themselves  considerably  on  this  freedom,  the  Abenakis  sent  me  word. 
Lthe  beginning  of  May,  that  they  would  be  sorry  to  displease  me,  but  that  they  were  unable 
to    ontrfthrr  young  men.  who  were  decided  on  going  to  avenge  the  death  of  .he,r  ch.efs. 

A  party  from  the  village  of  S'  Francis  and  Becancourt  urgently  demanded  my  permission  to 
visit  their  brethren,  the  River  Indians,  (Loups)  settled  near  Orange.  I  gave  them  permission 
on  condition  that  (hey  would  not  cause  any  complaint;  and  I  ordered  the  commandant  at  Fort 
s"  Frederic  again  to  communicate  my  commands  to  them.  But  after  so  many  reiterated 
protestations.  I  did  not,  until  they  had  returned  home,  learn  the  ravages  they  had  committed 
rvour  Excellency's  Government;  that  they  had  very  adroitly  kept  the  commandant  o 
For[  S«  Frederic  in  ignorance,  who  on  that  occasion  only  followed  the  custom  practiced  at 
all  our  posts,  of  furnishing  provisions  and  means  of  transportation  to  all  the  Indians  v;ho 

'"as  i^oMhe^'rest,  I  mu.t  assure  your  Excellency,  that  no  person  in  this  colony  is  ignorant  of 
the  displeasure  with  which  1  have  treated  those  Indians  for  not  having  submitted  to  my  w.U ; 
f„r  had  it  been  possihle  to  chastise  them  personally,  I  should  have  done  so;  I  am  certain, 
however,  that  nothing  further  will  occur  in  your  government,  since  I  have  given  orders  to  the 
-ommandant  at  Fort  S'  Frederic  to  withhol.l  all  supplies  from  them ;  but  1  cannot  omit 
observing  to  your  Excellency,  that  Belts  are  transmitted  by  way  of  Choueguen  to  all  our 
posts,  to  corrupt  the  nations  which  are  attached  to  us;  and  that  a  number  ol  these  belts 
have  been  brought  to  me  by  the  Indians  themselves.  This  assuredly  does  not  contribute 
to  the  maintenance  of  goo !  understanding,  which  is  so  much  recommended  to  us  m  an  equal 
n.anner.  I  cannot  avoid  reporting  the  matter  to  the  King,  my  Master,  together  with  the 
barbarous  disorder  the  intractable  Abenakis  have  committed  in  your  government,  contrary  to 
'"y  intention.  ^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^ 

signed         Du  Quksne. 
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Lieutenant -Governor  De  Lancey  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

tNew.Tork  Popere,  Bundle  Kk,  No.  M.j 

My  Lords, 

I  h'r  ""T"'."?  °[  '  '"""  ■  """""'  f'™  Si'  Thoma,  R„b„„on  of  the  26.>  of  October  l..t 

enable  me  to  fulfill  what  His  Mai' exnTIV?.-    J        ?>•«««  them  to  make  provision  to 
on  them  to  put  the  C.^i^V^^^  '  ^'^^^  -^--our  to  prevail 

without  a  paper  emission,  I   hall  be  under  .  n  ♦    *   ''       ''  '"'"'"""  '""""'  ^'  ''"''^  °" 

funds  for  sinking  the  B  1    be    uffirnt  to  do  ^  '«    ''"  "'"  '''  ^'  '"'"  '""'  '''*  *'^ 
restraining  the  New  England  Colonies  "  '"  '""'  ''''''''  '°  *'^  ^''^  ™^^«  ^- 

.:u^u;^:u:;;:;i:roi^-^^^^ 

who  told  me  that  he  heard  the  Generarof  C  1h  !•  .     Ind.an  last  year  at  Albany. 

:^i^Si:::^:rz:;:= 

exLt;rptrhet::rme'^°"°"  "  •'"""^^"  ^"^  ^°  ^-  ^'^^'^^^  -  ^e  employed  in 

quantity,  which  was  lodged  in  thTra^reSz  c^:::!z:t::::^:f::2:::i 

till  M' Kennedy  H,s  Majesty's  Collector,  sei.ed  the  same  as  illegally  imported,  there  beirno 
oubt  Dutch  powder  among  it.  as  general  quantifies  of  it  are  run  into  this  P  o" Le    'tL 
afra,r  is  now    epend.ng  in  a  course  of  Law.  but  if  it  be  not  discharged.  I  am  persuaded  no 
Assembly  w.U  be  brought  to  raise  money  for  purchasing  any  more.     M^  Kennedv  firfil  H 
-nfonnation  in  the  Admiralty  Court  whence  it  was  dismissed.     The  Isf  :  o  v'dep  n    „g  •„" 

the  result.     The  powder  was  purchased  of  the  Merchants  in  the  Town,  and  there  was  boTZ 

a  scarcity  then,  that  the  exportation  was  prohibited.  ^'^^* 

I  take  care  to  send  the  Intelligence  I  receive  of  the  motions  of  the  French  to  the  Govern" 

oncerned ;  I  sha  I  hkew.se  send  the  extract  of  the  letter  from  Oswego  to  be  deliveL  to 

General  Uraddock  on  his  arrival.  uenvered  to 

JrlT^  t'h  '"'  ^'"T"  "''  ''I  ^°'"'"'"«e  ««■  "^«  Council  with  affidavits  annexed  ,  as  also  the 
Report  of    he  proceedings  of  the  Commits"  appointed  on  the  part  of  New  Y  rk.  to  sett  e 

My  Lords  — Your  LordPP" 

most  obedient  &  most 

„,  .     ,  ,-,,.  humble  servant 

31  Jan''  \75(i.  -  _ 

V'„,    vi  James  De  Lancey. 
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I  Hew.Tork  PKpen.  Bmdle  Kk.,  Ho.  45.  ] 


Oswego.  1  Jan"  1755. 


Sir, 


In  .he  news  I  have  to  Ue^rt  ,o.  ^nou.  .  ^so^e  ^^^-;J':;^ 

following'particulars.  which  perhaps  your  H-;^;^  ''';';;7;,^^^^^^^^^^^  „f  Wampu..  hy 
on  their  first  arrival  in  Canada  they  were  spoke  to,  w  th  a  J«^y  la  g  ^ 

Z  different  Nations  of  French  Indians,  advising  -^^  ^  ^f-^^^^^.^:    ^  '     have  some 
the  sale  of  the  Lands   they  made  to  '^^^^^''^f^'^^y^^^^  were 

consideration  for  their  offspring,  for  those,  they  -"f^^f;;;^^,^;/;;^;  arrival  at  Montreal, 
Beeking  both,  their  ruin  and  destruction.     He  further  »«";  »«J^«^  °";;;       ^„^         ^  to  him. 

the  Gov'  in  Chief  was  gone  to  Quebec.  ^^^^  ''^y^^^^^Zt  ^  eome'for  presents, 

and  they  would  receive  large  presents,  to  which  ^^^fY  ^^Ply^j'^^^y  did  F  ^^,^^^ 

but  upon  Business,  and  if  they  could  not  b^^^^;^. *';'J; j;thi  h  was  dispatched  express 
they  had  a  hearing,  and  their  speeches  taken  '^"^  "J^^f  J  ,;'  ,,„«  to  the  following 
to  Quebec,  and  they  detained  for  an  answer,  which  m  «J«^ J^y^J  ^^  j^  ;,  ^, 

purpose:  ..Children,  .  am  ^l^^^^yZi:^!^^^^^^^  ^^^  "^-''^'^ 

a  time  when  you  have  much  need  of  my  1  aternai  aavice,  ^^^ 

the  English,   are  seeking   your   o^^f^^Xl^^^^^^^  Brothers  to' join 

mischevious  people)   as  1   have  daily   letters  from   ^'^".'"/"^   ^  j,^  ^^.^  of  the  Earth, 

them.  ( and  as  you  are  but  a  handful  oj  peoP  «)  cu^you  ^^^^  ^^^^^^^^  ^^^p,,,, 
and  then  divide  your  Lands  between  us.     But  <''''1°^«"'  '  ^  „^^j    ^ut  as  to  the  lands 

as  my  paternal  care  is  too  great  ever  to  suffer  rny  f'^^^J^,^;;"  ;^^,fi,„ee  of  the  English. 
on  the  River  Ohio.  I  will  take  to  myse  wha  have  m.d  to,^^^^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^ 
and  since  providence  has  ordered  '»' ^hat  we  can  no  ^^.^^^  ^.^^^  ^^^ 

Belt  of  Wampum,  that  you  may  acquaint  «'  ^J  ^wts  -nc  uded )  meet  me  as  early  as 
Treachery  of  your  Brothers,  and  that  you  ; '  ^'.^'^^^^^^"^'Va^^^^^^  as  well  as 

possible  in  the  spring  at  Montreal,  where  I  ;^;' /'J^j;'^;::^^  ^  j^pLdlng  danger  now 
consult  with  you  for  the  means  °  7°"^  j"^"'^Vwe  have  c^  to  a  conclusion,  you  shall 
threatened  by  your  B^;*^- ^  ^^J^w  Ugo  ov'  to  ^ranle  a^  report  to  your  Great  Father 
Z^^Z'ZT:r:^::t:Z  yl  ...y  th.  it  may  meet  with  his  approhat.on 
&  protection.  ^^^^^^j  ^^^^  ohio,  who  was  to  return 

consult  on  the  Messages  from  the  French  and  their  Iud,ans.-I  am  ettc.  ^^^^^^^^  ^^^^^^^^ 


Copy  Exam.*  by 


G.  Banyab  D  Seer"' 
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Lords  of  Trade  to  the  Kivg. 

I  New- York  Eatrlea,  0.,  808.  ] 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majbstv. 
May  it  please  Your  Majesty. 

In  obedience  to  Your  Majesty's  Order  in  Council,  dated  the  ^y"  of  last  Month,  we  have 
prepared  the  Draught  of  a  Commission  for  Charles  Hardy,  Esq-  to  be  Captain  General  and 
Governor  in  Chief  of  Your  Majesty's  Province  of  New  York  in  America,  which  being  in  the 
Usual  form,  we  herewith  humbly  lay  before  Your  Majesty  and  shall  prepare  the  necessary 
instructions  for  him  with  all  possible  despatch. 

Which  is  most  humbly  submitted. 

Dunk  Halifax 

Whitehall  J"  J'"' 

f  I.™  J    ,~,-  J-  Grenville 

Feb''  4.  1766.  „    r- 

It.  Ldoecumbb. 


*■■»■■» 


Governor  Shirley  to  Secretary  Robinson. 

[  8.  P.  0.  aoTerDon>  Letttre,  LXVIII.  ] 

gjj.  Boston  New  England  Feb  4.  1755. 

I  beg  leave  to  take  notice  of  a  chart  which  M'  Pownall  hath  transmitted  to  the  Earl  of 
Halifax  one  part  of  the  design  of  which  is  to  give  a  specimen  of  the  disposition  of  an  Indian 
Colony  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  the  Indians  inhabiting  it,  a  good  barrier  against  the 
French,  and  at  the  same  time  dependent  upon  the  English. 

The  Indians  in  general  are  certainly  uneasy  at  any  incroachm"  upon  their  lands  whether  by 
French  or  English  :  could  we  but  perswade  them  by  such  plans  of  settlements  in  their  country 
as  the  inclosed  Chart  exhibits  a  specimen  of,  that  the  real  design  of  the  English  wis  to  protect 
them  in  the  possession  of  their  country,  not  to  take  it  away,  it  would  be  carrying  all  points 
with  them.     This  seems  to  me  an  object  well  worth  attention. 

I  find  Sir  by  the  Western  prints  that  the  Assembly  of  Pennsilvania  after  an  absurd  obstinate 
dispute  w'"  Gov'  Morris,  ab«  instructions,  have  adjourn'd  themselves,  whilst  the  enemy  is  at 
their  doors,  to  the  beginning  of  May,  without  doing  any  thing  for  the  preservation  of  their 
country.  The  Assembly  of  Maryland  hath  likewise  risen  without  doing  any  thing  further  than 
having  rais'd  a  Company  of  50  men,  w'"  was  done  before.  I  can't  find  any  appearance  of 
South  Carolina's  being  active  in  the  common  cause ;  and  whether  the  populous  rich  country 
of  Virginia  will  pursue  proper  measures  for  retrieving  the  bad  consequences  of  the  defeat  they 
have  suffer'd  from  an  invading  enemy,  thro'  their  former  weak  measures,  I  mean  whether 
they  will  now  act  with  suitable  vigour,  is  not  yet  known.  Every  ninth  fighting  man  went  out 
of  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  upon  the  expedition  against  Cape  Breton  and  for  the 
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a.r.„»  or  no,„  .oua  ,„....  »,.  ..o.,>  n..  e™;y -™.  %-;« -  r.'ot  ^  SI 

r.:f;rr  7„:';er:rst«t:;';':::N.w!...ey.au.  »,.a,  .„a ..  co„a„«or 

New  York.  ,     ,  „„  .he  neceasiw  iiol  only  of  n  Parlismentary  Union,  bnt  taxation, 

This  >''=''"'°""-™  »;:.,•  d  S    .  upon  .i,i.  Continent,  »•>  .he  .ev.rai  A«e,nb,ie. 
'"  "■'  ■'""Tare  "  e  '"°""''  ""  """■""^  "'  ""'  """'"'  """''  ""  ''"^  " 

the  Colonies. 

I  am  with  the  highest  respect 

Your  most  humble  and 

most  obedient  Servant 

W.  Shirley. 

P  S    I  perceive  by  a  letter  from  .Colonel  Lawrence  f  he  is  in  expectation  of  a  visit  from 
M'  Galissoniere.  in  the  spring ;  at  least  preparing  for  his  reception. 

R«  Hon""  Sir  Thomas  Robinson 

one  of  His  Majesy's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State. 


\,\'h 


lAeuienant-Gtyvernor  De  Lancey  to  the  Lards  of  Tvad^. 

[  New-Tork  Papers,  Bonille  Kk.,  No.  49.  ] 

New  York.  IS"-  March  1765. 
^^T  ^°'"'^''   „Pnce  of  a  letter  of  the  26.'-  of  October  last  from  the  Right  Hon-  Sir  Thomas 

t:a*.;'i,:Sia.pa..a4.epH„t.^^^^^^^^^ 
-S:'r.::rljr.:r  .::^viee.L  ana  ™ay  c^H^te  .0^ 

employed  .n  ^f'Jp2lTiZ«,\.^>il  a  place  on  the  Mohawk,  River  10  Miles  Northwe.lwar. 
,„  '»'''  y'°S '''=  ^;rj;  reVuZ  the  Town  of  Kinaerhook  a  .ettlement  on  the  ea.t  „ae  of 
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disposed  of.  Upon  this  Act  I  shall  observe  to  your  LordPP',  that  the  monies  appropriated  are 
to  be  issued  by  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  with  the  advice  of  the  Council,  so  that  the 
Assembly  have  receded  from  one  of  their  ill  grounded  practices.  Secondly,  that  they  sent 
some  of  their  Members  to  me,  tho'  not  publicly,  to  know  what  persons  I  would  have  in  the 
Bill  as  Managers  for  laying  out  the  money,  whose  names  were  put  in  the  Bill,  but 
notwithstanding,  I  insisted  on  it,  yet  I  could  not  prevail  on  the  House  after  the  names,  to 
insert  these  few  words  in  the  Bill  (whom  His  Honor  has  thought  proper  to  appoint)  and  I 
durst  not  nsque  the  fate  of  the  Bill  by  insisting  peremptorily  on  this  I'oint.  I  hope  the 
necessity  of  securing  the  Province  and  of  obtaining  money  for  the  use  of  the  King's  Troops 
under  the  command  of  General  Eraddock  in  pursuance  of  His  Maj'^''  pleasure  signified  to  me  by 
bir  Thomas  Robinson's  letter,  will  plead  for  my  excuse  in  breaking  through  my  Instructions 
by  giving  my  assent  to  a  Law  for  a  paper  Emission  without  a  suspending  Clause;  1  could  not 
get  money  in  any  other  way,  as  your  LordPP'  may  be  convinced  of  from  what  passed  between 
me  and  the  Assembly  on  this  subject  last  fall;  I  have  done  the  best  I  could,  I  had  the  advice 
ot  his  Maj<»'  Council  for  this  measure,  I  had  no  view  of  advantage  to  myself,  but  the  General 
one,  of  providing  for  His  Maj«:"  service  and  the  preservation  of  a  Country  which  is  evidently 
of  more  concern  to  His  Maj«/'  Empire  in  America  than  any  on  the  Continent.  These  were 
the  only  interesting  considerations  which  influenced  my  conduct;  the  goodness  of  the  Fund 
and  the  short  period  in  which  the  Bills  ara  to  be  sunk  will,  I  am  convinced  keep  them  up  to 
the  credit  at  which  they  are  admitted.  The  Third  act  is  to  restrain  the  sending  provisions 
to  Cape  Breton,  and  a  very  necessary  measure,  as  the  French  can  not  well  carry  on  their 
expeditions  in  North  America  without  the  supplies  of  Provisions  from  the  British  Colonies. 
This  Province  and  Massachusets  Bay  came  into  it  about  the  same  time,  Jersey  immediately 
after  and  I  hope  the  other  provinces  will  do  the  like;  this  seems  to  me  a  step  of  so  great 
consequence  as  to  deserve  the  attention  of  the  British  Legislature;  if  an  Act  of  Parliament 
were  passed  for  that  purpose  and  to  declare  all  vessells  Trading  in  this  way  good  prise  and  a 
lew  Cruisers  stationed  at  Halifax  in  Nova  Scotia  to  intercept  them,  it  would  be  a  great 
dissapointment  to  the  French  scheme  of  encroaching  on  His  Majv  territories.  I  would  not 
omitt  this  opportunity  by  a  Vessel  to  Holland  to  inclose  to  Your  LordP"'  the  votes  and  the 
three  Acts  in  print,  as  I  shall  not  soon  have  one  directly  to  England— I  am 

My  Lords. 

Your  LordPP'  most  obedient  and 

most  humble  servant. 

James  De  Lanxey. 


Sir 


Governoi'  Shirley  to  Secretary  Bdnnson. 

[  B.  P.  0.  Oarernora'  Letlera.LXVllI.] 

Boston  New  England  March  24'''  1755. 


On  the  IS""  Instant  in  the  evening  I  had  the  honour  of  your  letter  dated  the  26""  of  November 
last,  transmitted  to  me  by  Major  Gen'  Braddock,  and   have,  pursuant  to  your  directions 
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I  intend  to  set  out  upon  ^^y  i'^^'^'y '^I'^'^'ll'^'',^^^ 
...h  ti.e  I  can't  .o^MyT^^^  ^::j^!:Tt:rZ^k  L^French  fro™ 
the  enterprise  I  am  .«»f  8«\'"  7'''  "^  the  scheme  I  have  set  on  foot  among  the  Colonies  of 
their  incroachments  ,n  Nova  bcot  a,  and  the  ««!^«"\y  "''^^  ^.^  incroachments  near 

New  England  and  the  neighbouring  ones  for  dislodging  them  f^om  their  i 
i-new  r.iig  importance  of  both  which,  to  His  Majesty  s  serviuo 

Crown  Point  at  the  same  time .  tne  greai  ■   y  nroaress  I  have  made  m 

*v:::S  »„•„,  .ncewe  Sir  fro.  the  par. .  ^^^^^'^^^ Z!Ti^°^'^^ 
Xr:r:t:tCc!:pt.e5ror.a..nN„aSc^^^^^^^^^^ 

Point,  and  putting  it  in  motion  before  I  set  out  lor  A       r       ,  endeavour 

before  1  meet  my  A..embl,.  which  stand,  P"'"?"  ^  '»  *«  ZZm-^"'--  "<'  '  '""'■•'  '' 

iTi'-XTerrtSr-rcir^^^^ 

receiving  General  ^raddock's  orders  .^^^  ^^  ^,^^^  ^^^  pi,„ 

The  General,  in  a  letter  I  had  the  ^0-"^° Jf^^^^^  ^^  „p„„  the  Ohio,  and  at 

of  operations  he  proposes  is  to  begin  with  the  attack  ot  the  ^              ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^ 

the  same  time  to  attempt  the  reduction  of  those  a    the  ^alh  o  N  ag  ra,                               ^^ 

April.     The  other  part  of  the  service  he  propose    to  P^^  ""^^  ^j/  "^^        ,,  ^^e  attack  of 

by  intercepting  their  ^^^^--^:^::;;:;::^::r:^-.^e...  or  coincide  more  with 
Nothing  in  my  opinion  S'«^^;'»»  ^«  2"    /of  New  England  ^^efore  the  General's  arrival  in 
the  enterprizes  set  on  foot  m  the  Colonies  ot  i^w  ^  g  ^ 

America.     If  all  of  them  are  successfully  executed  >t  ju^    --;       ,-  ^   ^  ,,,,,„  p^,., 
this  year;  the  ^e-mion  of  U.^ Jorts^pcm  t^M^  ^^^^  ^,^^^^  ^„, 

the  Falls  of  Niagara,  and  "P^/^^.^^^^^^;  j' ^^^     ^st  effectually  rid  his  Colonies  of  all 
near  the  head  of  Kennebeck  for  His  Majesty,  wou  ^^^^  ^ 

i„ero«chments.  establish  a  b-ier  for  them  again  /^t-  pt^  ei    c^^^  J^_^^^  ^^^  ._^  ^^ 

.h.r.ac..s.  ,,,  p,„,,,  ,..es  into 

cL^  •   ,.  -^^^ioJ^  tne  iduction  of  that  whole  country. 
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It  would  have  been  very  practicable  to  have  executed  in  this  spring  and  the  succeeding 
Bummer  every  part  of  the  before  mentioned  general  scheme  if  the  five  most  Western  Colonies 
rITh  fn  "^1"T  ^7J^"''  "^"  '^'^''''''  «"  -"""^  ^'  "'«  A'^''^'"'^^  «f  the  Massachusett's 
nien,  rn.s  d  last  fall  for  the  expedition  up  Kennebeck  River  and  building  a  Fort  there,  and 
the  men  that  are  already  and  will  be  rais'd  towards  compleating  the  two  American  regiments 
and  those  for  the  protection  of  Nova  Scotia  and  His  Majesty's  lands  at  Crown  Point,  upwards 
of  4500  men  will  have  been  raised  within  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  2000  of  them  at  the  expence 
of  that  government,  and  the  three  other  New  England  Governments  have  voted  9100  men 
besides,  for  the  service  at  Crown  Point  at  their  charge.  The  five  most  Western  Colonies  after 
being  harrass  d  by  a  dangerous  and  increasing  enemy  at  their  doors,  after  suffering  two  defeats 
from  them,  and  tho  more  populous  and  much  richer  than  those  of  New  England,  have  not  ns 
far  as  I  can  learn,  raised  above  1100  men  for  their  own  defence,  nor  a  man  towards  augmenting 
he  two  British  regiments  to  700  men  a  peice.  as  was  proposed  by  the  Crown.  The  effect  of 
this  backwardness  in  them  may  be  to  make  it  questionable  wether  the  General  will  be  strong 
enough  in  conjunction  with  the  Provincial  troops  in  Virginia  and  the  corps  of  the  two  American 
Regim"  supposing  the  former  to  amount  to  1300,  and  the  latter,  w^"  are  all  raw  troops  almost 

fhJtlls'of  NiagTa.^'^  """'"  ^"'  "  '''  ^^™^  ^^™^  ^"^^^^  ^'^  '«^-«-  «^  ^^^  -" 
However  if  the  General  should  finally  judge  it  not  adviseable  to  make  both  attempts  with 
his  forces  dwided  but  proceed  first  with  the  main  body  of  his  forces  to  attack  the  French 
torts  near  the  fa  Is  of  Niagara,  sending  only  such  a  detachment  to  the  Ohio  as  might  amuse 
the  French  Forts  there  with  the  expectation  of  a  speedy  visit  from  him,  the  reductL  of  the 
first  mentmned  forts  would  penetrate  into  the  heart  of  their  incroachments  upon  the  Great 
Lakes  and  the  Ohio,  and  by  cutting  off  all  communication  between  Canada  and  their  forces 
upon  that  river,  leave  them  an  easy  prey  to  famine,  if  no  other  stroke  should  be  given  them 
(wc"yet  might  be  done  soon  after  the  reduction  of  the  Forts  at  Niagara  was  effected)  and 
make  them  in  a  short  time  be  glad  to  accept  of  a  safe  passage  back  to  Montreal,  if  that  should 
be  permitted  to  them.  The  dislodging  of  the  French  from  these  Forts  Sir.  and  building  a 
defensible  fort  some  where  on  the  Streight  between  Lake  Erie  and  Lake  Ontario  with  one  or 
two  vesselis  of  force  upon  each  Lake  to  command  the  navigation  of  them,  and  a  few  small 
fortify  d  places  of  bhelter  upon  the  River  Ohio,  would  in  all  appearance  most  effectually  put 
an  end  to  the  encroachments  of  the  French  there  from  Montreal;  and  as  to  those  w'"' may  be 
expected  from  the  Missisippi,  after  their  support  from  Canada  is  cut  off,  it  seems  probable  that 
they  would  scarce  attempt  any,  or  if  they  should,  that  a  most  easy  conquest  might  be  made 
of  them. 

Having  observed  to  you.  Sir,  of  what  importance  I  conceive  the  reduction  of  the  French 
Forts  at  the  Falls  of  Niagara  would  be  to  His  Majesty's  Western  Colonies  in  particular,  I  shall 
now  proceed  to  state  the  advantages  which  1  apprehend  would  arise  to  all  his  Colonies  in 
general  upon  this  Continent  from  the  operations  proposed  to  be  carry'd  on  at  the  same  time 
in  the  Eastern  part  of  them. 

The  importance  of  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia  to  Great  Britain  consists  in  the  following 
particulars  viz'  whilst  the  English  remain  in  the  Intire  possession  of  it,  the  French  will  not  be 
able  either  to  assemble  or  subsist  for  any  long  time  a  large  body  of  regular  troops  in  the 
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.  jffi.„u^ .  thP  Island  of  Cap  Breton  and  country 
East,  n  parts  of  this  Continent.  ^'^^^^^^XZl^^^^^^^^  without 

t::lXl^^':^  S:s!'=;::cS^e^-  a  ..  ....^  .  the  ...  .  that  the. 

"^ir^;hrS.:^C'of  the  r.ench.  very  .uch  iies  the  security  of  the  English 
Northern  Colonies  against  the  power  of  France.  .^  ^,^^  ^^^  ^-  „i, 

rut  if  the  French  should  make  themselves  master   oj  ^ha    i  ov  ^^^^^^^^^ 

..e  Eastern  Colonies  upon  2::";:^^^;^ ^^eZ::^:^^  squadrons  than  the 
with  more  safe  and  ^^""^^^'^'^^^f  ^'^  JF.  '  ,,ij  ^nd  hath  a  fertile  soil  for  provisions 
same  extent  of  Sea  coast  in  any  other  parte    th^wod^:  -  ,^,^  ^,,,^  America  directly 

of  all  kinds;  they  would  then  have  U  m  ^'-^;  P;^;;^;^    °„,  „„,  f^.^es. 
from  old  France,  and  to  support  a  very  --^^  ,«  ^^^^^^  ^  j,",  ,•„„  ,  farther  immediace  loss  of 

The  loss  of  this  Province  wou  d  mos    P™  '^  '^  °^^^^^^  „f  New  Hampshire  ;  within 

the  most  Eastern  parts  of  ^'«- ^"^  '^"J^J"',  ^  ;"  f  Ki  /  ^oods  from  whence  the  R.v,  al 
::^:Z:l  ::::^L;— ^  r  s^r  ^howspL.  and  a  sea  coast  of  ..  .agues 

upon  the  Ocean.  '^f^^^'ll";f^^^^^^  the  Cod  fishery  of  New  England  Nova 

The  acqu.sa.on  o    ^';'y/'^;.f;;;™,f  %  Lawrence.  .-  together  with  that  wh.ch  they 
Scotia  and  the  whole  of  tha   in  t^^«  ^^  ^^  Newfoundland  would  mamtain  an 

already  have  upon  the  --^  "J  ^J  ^^'^  and  this  advantage  with  the  g.eat  extent  of 

immense  nursery  of  seamen  to  man  '^^'  '  j!  j  ,,,,  n^^.erous  harhours  there, 

Great  Britain.  ^        u  1 1   „oin  W  this  acnuisition,  and  would  crown  the 

Another  advantage  w- the  French  w.u U    g    "^7  ^^^  ^     ^^^J,^  ,„,  ^ut  .  or  three 

whole,  is.  that  the   I'rovmce  of  Nova  ^'^^^J/'^!  ;;;S°,_,her  would  give  them  so  strong 
business  of  a  long  and  successful   «'"'••   «   7";  /^^  ^,,^^„  ^j,,,  ,,ow  great  reluctance  France 
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there  from  England ;  the  immoderate  claims  the  French  Ministers  have  made  since  the  treaty 
of  Aix  la  Chapelle  for  extending  the  limits  of  Canada  from  the  Southern  bank  of  the  River 
S'  Lawrence  as  far  as  Annapolis  Royal  upon  the  Peninsula  on  one  side  of  the  Bay  of  Funda 
and  to  the  River  Kennebeck  on  the  other  side  of  it,  claiming  even  the  Islands  of  Canso,  and 
leaving  no  part  of  the  Province  to  Great  Britain  except  the  spot  upon  which  the  City 
and  garrison  of  Annapolis  stand,  and  a  narrov/  slip  upon  the  Sea  Coast  from  Cap  Sable  to  the 
Islands  of  Canso  exclusive;  as  also  the  manifest  incroachments  she  hath  made  in  contempt  of 
the  faith  of  treaties  upon  the  lands  concerning  which  a  negociation  was  then  actually  depending  : 
I  say,  Sir,  these  circumstances  shew  how  great  an  object  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia  is  with 
the  Court  of  France  and  how  much  it  hath  the  reduction  of  it  at  heart. 

The  observations  I  have  made  Sir  in  my  former  letters  upon  the  progress  which  the  French 
have  already  mado  therein,  make  it  needless  for  me  to  trouble  you  with  the  repetition  of  them 
m  this,  and  Governour  Lawrence's  letters  fully  shew  the  great  danger  there  is  that  the  French 
will  very  soon  extend  their  incroachments  upon  the  Peninsula,  unless  they  are  prevented  by 
our  striking  the  first  blow  as  early  as  may  be  this  spring. 

And  this  Sir  seems  clearly  to  evince  the  necessity  of  carrying  into  execution,  without  delay, 
the  measures  which  M'  Lawrence  and  I  have  concerted  in  consequence  of  His  Majesty's  orders 
signity'd  to  us  in  your  letter  of  the  5">  of  July,  and  repeated  in  a  duplicate  of  it  transmitted  to 
me  in  October  last,  for  taking  all  advantages  to  attack  the  French  Forts  in  that  Province. 

As  to  the  other  enterprizes  set  on  foot  In  the  Colonies  of  New  England,  before  the  arrival 
of  General  Braddock,  it  seems  most  evident  Sir  that  the  attempt  against  Crown  Point,  besides 
the  effect  it  may  have  for  facilitating  the  execution  of  the  intended  one  in  Nova  Scotia  & 
reclaiming  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations  and  their  Allies,  as  is  set  forth  in  the  inclos'd  extract 
of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Johnson  to  me,  who  is  the  best  judge  in  America  of  their  dispositions, 
must  greatly  facilitate  the  reduction  of  the  French  Forts  near  the  Falls  of  Niagara  and  securing 
that  pass,  by  the  very  great  diversion  it  must  necessarily  make  of  their  forces  at  Montreal, 
(from  whence  their  Forts  at  Niagara  must  expect  their  whole  support)  for  the  protection  of 
that  part  of  the  country;  especially  if  another  should  be  made  at  the  same  time  at  Quebec,  by 
a  feint  on  the  River  Chaudiere,  as  I  propos'd  in  my  speech  to  the  Assembly,  and  the  expediency 
of  securing  the  two  most  important  passes  into  Canada,  by  erecting  two  Forts,  one  at  or  near 
the  head  of  the  river  Kennebeck  within  a  few  days  march  of  the  City  of  Quebec,  and  another 
at  Crown  Point  within  near  the  same  distance  from  their  other  capital  city  of  Montreal ;  from 
both  which  sudden  descents  might  be  made  into  the  heart  of  Canada  at  the  same  time;  is  so 
apparent  that  I  need  not  observe  upon  them. 

I  am,  with  the  highest  respect 
Sir 

Your  most  humble  and 

most  obedient  Servant 

W      &HIM.LRY 

The  R'  Hon'-'-  Sir  Thomas  Robinson 
Kn'  of  the  Bath,  onT)  of  His  Majesty's 
Principal  Secretaries  of  State. — 
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Colonel  Johnson  to  Governor  Shirley. 

[8   P  O.,  QoYernon' lielters,  iXVlII.] 

E«tr.c.  of  a  ,.«er  from  Cofone,  WUIiao.  Johnson  .0  Goreroou,  SMrley,  d.M 
New  York  March  17'"  1765. 

,     J  ch  T?„rf  ^«  Frederick  is  built  and  considerably 

The  Six  Nations  consider   the   lands  on  w-  ^J^^.^^J  .^if^^^.^.ehment  was  first  made, 
further  to  the  Northward  as  belonging  to  J^^^"^^^^^^^^^  French  from  thence,  and 

were  not  only  ready  to  join  but  - "-'^^'^  ^^/^^^^f  ^*;^^;';;;  fortress  engag'd  heartily  in  it. 
afterwards  when  in  the  late  war  ^-^« /JP^  .^^^^jl'^^  ^ften  trifled  with  and  the  want  of 
but  to  no  purpose,  it  being  la.d  ««>^«'/"^.;!^^^^\'rthem8elves  in  case  of  need  to  retire  to 
places  of  security  for  their  women  -f  ^^^^^^^/^/^^'.f^r;  deter  them,  I  think  I  can.  upon 

which  they  have  frequently  ^^^if^Lileo    two  or  three   hundred,  which   1   think   a 
proper  encouragement,  engage  the   ass.    ance  ot  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^ 

sufficient  number,  a:.d  if  we  succeed  M  will  not  onj  re^'  ^^  ^^^  gj,  ^.tions 

the  French  but  probably  the  Coghnawages  to  .  -^  ^^^'»;''  ^^^'^  ,  ,1  .^eir  assistance  at 
and  their  allies  so  firmly  to  the  Br.t.sh  !"t"-'>^'^;^13^„f  ,Lir  affairs.  This  and  the 
all  times  if  not  wanting  to  our  selves  m  ^J^^  ^^^^^-^^^.^^j,  ,„,h  we  have  little  reason 
success  of  your  Excellency's  plan  «f  ^P"' ^^J^  „  f  ,^;  "Je  ;,ean  in  earnest  to  oppose  the 
to  doubt  of.  would  revive  ^^^^^^^^Zl  so  active  and  enterprizing.  and  we  on 
S:lX::U^.y  "---  "Xests  they  will  be  averse  to  the  taking  any  step 

that  may  draw  on  them  the  ''''"''''''Y '^'ll7Z  24'-  Ult»  hath  determin'd  him  to  call  the 

Your  Excellency's  letter  to  ^l^:J:JZ^:^^J^\',..  mean  time  the  Gentlemen 

Assembly  who  are  to  meet  here  the    u    of  tins  mo      .  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^^^^  ^.^^_  ^j, 

of  the  Council  and  six  of  the  Membe  "^  ^^.^^  ^^  7^.,,^i,y  wish  may  be  attended  w'-  the 
Pownal  on  the  proposals  from  your  ^^ver  m  ^  ;  h^  t  y  .  ^^^  ^^7  ^^^^^^^^  ^  ^^,^  ^^^ 
desir'd  success.     The  Council  as  far  as  I  can  observe  nv.  1  ^^   ^^.^  ^^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^ 

nothing  as  to  the  Lower  ««"-' f ";\  ^,„^^^^^ 

Excellency  points  out  to  me  m  w  lat  manner     n    y  b*  o  ^^  ^^  ^^^^^^_^^^^ 

or  otherwise,  should  the  -l'-^'^'""  ^^  ";:;;;";„,«  waging  to  transport  the  provisions, 
however  to  mention  that  a  great  number  of  battoeswl  be  w         g  ^^^_^_^^^  .^^^^^^^^^^^  ^^ 

stores.  &'  none  of  those  being  left  -''^  >;;;;;/;;;'  ^l';  1  P-l-enclworknien  should  be 
Canada,  and  should  your  Excellency  ''^^  '  >'-  ^^"^^^^^^^^^^^  .^ou^  be  made  here,  for  building 
r^rrX:;rs:=^;:;'n.  «  of  appn^ng  t.  French  Of  our 

-trrr::t;:^fjefirstn^^^^ 

(lovernm'andasmystay.ngcanbeof  no  serv       to  ^^^^^         ^^^^^^  ^.^^^  ^^^ 

leave  this  place  on  Tuesday  or  We  ne«d  y  ^'^^^^J^  ^„,         ,,,,„,  ..^  home  can  he 
opinion  of  the  Centlemen  who  '■""<- ;'^''     .J;  ;"!,  ^,,,-,  ,,s  stan-e  should  he  wanted, 

real  intentions. 
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Your  Excellency's  zeal  for  His  Majesty's  service  and  the  welfare  and  security  of  his  Colonies, 
is  not  more  conspicuous  in  any  thing  that  the  measures  you  are  at  present  taking;  andif  all 
the  Colonies  propos'd  to  be  engag'd  in  the  operations  this  way,  act  with  equal  spirit  with  your 
own,  I  think  at  this  favourable  juncture  we  hav^  well  grounded  hopes  of  a  happy  issue.  It  is 
my  own  and  the  opinion  of  every  one  I  converse  with  that  should  the  General  begin  the  attack 
at  Niagara  (leaving  a  few  men  towards  the  Ohio  to  keep  the  French  in  expectation  of  a  visit 
there)  it  would  be  the  speediest  method  to  deprive  them  of  their  incroachm"  on  the  Ohio, 
which  they  would  soon  find  themselves  under  a  necessity  even  to  abandon,  if  we  take  and 
keep  possession  of  that  important  pass. 


Lords  of  Trade  to  the  Lords  Justices. 

I  New-Tort  Entries,  O.  8fl8.  ] 

To  their  Excellencies  the  Lords  Justices 

May  it  please  your  Excellencies, 

In  obedience  to  his  Majesty's  Commands  signified  to  us  by  His  Majesty's  order  in  Council 
dated  the  29  of  January  last,  We  have  prepared  draughts  of  General  Instructions  and  of  those 
which  relate  to  the  observance  of  the  Acts  of  Parliament  for  the  encouragement  and  regulation 
of  Trade  and  Navigation  for  Sir  Charles  Hardy  Knight  whom  His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to 
appoint  Captain  General  and  Governor  in  Chief  of  His  Majesty's  Province  of  New  York  in 
America  In  which  draughts  we  have  made  alterations  from,  and  additions  to  the  Instructions 
given  by  His  Majesty  to  Sir  DanversOsborn  Bar'  His  Majesty's  late  Governor  of  this  Province 
in  the  following  particulars  Viz' 

Upon  a  late  revisal  of  the  general  instructions  heretofore  usually  given  by  His  Majesty  to 
Governors  of  His  Majesty's  several  American  Colonys  it  appeared  that  by  a  frequent  insertion 
of  the  Additional  instructions  given  from  time  to  time  and  by  not  observing  a  proper  method  in 
inserting  them  the  order  in  which  the  said  general  instructions  had  been  first  arranged  was  altered 
and  matters  which  [had]  no  proper  relation  to  or  connection  with  each  other,  so  intermixed 
and  blended  togetiier  as  to  create  confusion  and  perplexity;  We  have  therefore  in  this  Draught 
which  we  now  liuml)ly  lay  before  your  Excellencies  so  arranged  and  digested  the  several 
Articles  as  that  those  wiiich  relate  to  the  same  subject  and  have  a  proper  connection  with  each 
other  may  be  found  together  we  have  likewise  in  many  places  where  the  expression  might 
admit  of  a  doubtful  construction  endeavor'd  to  make  them  more  explicit  but  as  a  minute 
detail  of  these  variations  or  of  such  as  are  merely  literal  seems  to  be  unnecessary  we  shall  only 
point  out  to  your  Excellencies  such  essential  alterations  as  have  been  made  in  the  subject 
nmlter  of  these  Instructions. 

We  have  in  the  first  Article  in  which  his  Majesty's  Council  for  this  Province  are  named 
inserted  the  names  of  eleven  persons  as  they  stood  in  His  Majestys  former  Instructions  to  the 
late  (iovernor  leaving  out  the  name  of  Daniel  Ilorsmanden  who  tho'  formerly  appointed  of 
His  Majesty's  said  Council  was  suspended  from  his  seat  by  George  Clinton  Esq  :  when  Governor 
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be  restore,!  which  pet,t,o„  ,.  now  before  l'  «  »'"J«   ^ '"  ™^^^^^  ,,4  j^,,  GenUem.a  ha.  doce 

we  n,u,.  howev,  r  humbly  beg  .o  "f '»7' •»  ^^^^  P  'vtae  and  h..i»g  in  th.  execution  of 
been  appointed  a  Judge  in  the  ^"P"";  Co"r    „   ht-  Prov  ™^^  g      .^^  ^^ 

thi.  omee  acted  with  >  ^- J6«rd  He  M  J;'''  »  ™  ,  „,.,,,,  „  L,  „o.  b,  for  Hi. 
I  :t;^r  ic:rt\errbtrred  to'  hi.  U...  a„d  Seatin  H„  Maje-ty.  .aidCounc, 
"''irrA'rt^L^fiTli:":/;:!'^;^;-:;?;":-  ,n,truct,on  give„  b^bi.  M.3e.t,.o  the 

S.;::.  a  lasUng  and  permanent  Revenue  for  ^-^^:^^^-;::::2X^ 
ellectual  method  of  restoring  peace  and  tranqu.hty  to  the  \''J^"^^  ^^^^^^J,,  remove 
disorder  and  irregularities  for  the  future  and  lastly  d-ectu-g  a  ^^^  ^  ;^;2^,,  ^^„^„^  „, 
„ny  of  his  Majesty's  Council  or  o^^llf^;;;;ZlT^^^^^^^  M^^esty's 

join  in  such  unwarrantable  measures  for  the  i»^"  «   *^'™        ^ieuf  Governor  of  New  York 

Council  and  Assembly  by  James  1^':'--^  ^^  'I  =  f  "J^'^^^  „^^^^^^^^^^^  f,o,  thence  it  appean. 
and  from  the  letters  and  r^resentat.ons  wh.    we  ,    ve      n^^^  r^^^^^^^^^^^  PP^^.^ 

that  his  Majesty's  Counc.l  truly  «-->^':;^'^;^/  :7,.  V  ;  „  obedience  to  his  Majestys 
former  conduct  have  since  shewn  a  proper  regard  to  "  /  ^^ich  the  Assembly 

r:;urz::tr.";  ti::;c.e.  we  -. ---^u.  -  -  -  - -^^ 
e..ct  upon  the  '"i"'^-^ ;;>;^;:^7:;;:nr:  ^^^^ru^mirl^^        l>y 

y  «''^-"r 'Tu!^:^  .^  t  uL  ."ncroachments  upon  his  Majesty's  Rights  n.d 
.,ep,rtH,s  (ro.n  "''/"'^  '™^;;'7'i^  j.^^^ier  conduct  We  have  therefore  thought  it  advisable 
prerogative  attone  lor  the  errors  of  the.r  former  CO  Majesty's  censures  upon  the 

o  leave  out  those  parts  of  the  Instruction  w  .  I.  ^""  ;;^:;,.  ^„\,,  ^f.^e  Council  who 
lormer  proceedings  an[.i]  also  the  ^^^^  ^'^^[f  ^  "^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^  -'l>«tance  of  that 
shall  he  guilty  of  the  like  misconduct  lor  »'-  <";  ^  '^^^  J^  f  ."  Assembly  to  consider  of  u 
y,n  which  .iirects  the  Governor  to  recomend  to  ^-^}^^^'^  CJovernment  which  we  are 
,,,.r  law  for  establishing  a  pern.men  ^'--  -  3^  of  t  (Government  and  by 
,...,„,,,y  .r  opinion  is  essentia  to  he  h.ture  I-  '>';';  ^j  ,^.,,,  ,„„,,,,y  to  represent 
.•hich  alone  real  .Stability  can  be  given    o  it.     ^e  n  ust  ho^ev         K  >  ^^^^^^^.^^  ^  .^ 

.0  ,our  Excellencies  that  it  Wi.^    on  tlidwhe^.^^^  _^^^^^^_^^  ^^^^^^^^  ,^^ 

Majesty's   Governor  was  not  ty  'd  up   Iron,  ;'^*';'   "  8  ^,  ,,,,,  t,,„„g,,i  it 

t...-porary  services  until  he  should  have  "';!^;;-  ;  J'™  :;  "^  ^  „,«  Instruction  in  such 
,.U.i.able  in  the  present  crUicat  situation  \^^;^^^^^'Xl  the  immediate  security  and 
,  n,„nner  that  upon  any  great  and  ^     ;;,  ^  :      ^..^  .^ke  an  immediate  supply 

ne<is8,»ry  ne       y  ^     „i.„„ij  nnt  bnve  been  passed. 


although  a  law  lor  a  permanent 


Revenue  should  not  liave  been  passei 
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The  21  Article  which  contains  regulations  for  the  Governors  conduct  with  respect  to  the 
emission  of  paper  bills  of  credit  is  in  lieu  of  the  Article  of  the  former  Instructions  by  which 
his  Majestys  Governor  was  restrained  from  assenting  to  any  law  for  this  purpose  without  a 
clause  suspending  its  execution  until  his  Majesty's  pleasure  might  be  known  and  it  having  been 
represented  to  us  that  in  case  of  any  great  or  sodden  emergency  the  most  effectual  and  least 
burthensome  method  of  raising  suppl  \s  would  be  by  issuing  bills  of  Credit,  we  have  thought 
it  advisable  to  alter  the  Instruction  so  that  upon  any  such  great  and  sudden  emergency  and 
in  such  case  only  the  Governor  may  be  at  liberty  to  assent  to  a  law  for  issuing  a  reasonable 
Quantity  of  such  bills  of  credit  provided  proper  funds  be  establisli'd  for  calling  in  &  cancelling 
them  within  a  limited  time  and  that  they  be  not  declared  to  be  legal  tenders  in  payment  of  any 
debts  dues  or  demands  whatever. 

In  the  43  Article  which  contains  regulations  for  the  Gov"  Conduct  in  case  of  suspension  of 
any  of  the  patent  Oflicers  or  their  deputy's  we  have  inserted  some  words  to  make  those 
regulations  to  extend  to  cases  where  the  deputy  may  happen  to  dye  which  was  not  provided 
for  by  the  former  Instruction  from  whence  great  inconveniences  and  disputes  had  arisen 

The  95  and  9G  Articles  of  the  former  Instructions  ascertaining  the  Quota  of  men  and  money 
to  be  sent  to  New  York  by  the  neighbouring  Colony's  for  erecting  Forts  and  in  cases  of  distress 
by  invasion  or  otherways  having  been  found  entirely  ineffectual  and  the  Quota  therein 
prescribed  bearing  no  proportion  to  the  present  circumstances  of  the  Colony's  we  have  entirely 
omitted  those  Articles  the  purposes  of  which  are  fully  provided  for  by  the  plan  of  Union  of  the 
Colonies  which  we  have  lately  humbly  laid  before  his  Majesty. 

Great  Complaints  having  been  lately  made  by  the  Five  Nations  or  Cantons  of  Indians  that 
settlements  had  been  made  upon  their  hunting  grounds  contrary  to  express  and  solemn  treaty's 
and  engagements  heretofore  made  with  them  by  his  Majesty's  former  Governor  of  this 
Province  and  that  they  were  dispossessed  of  their  Lands  in  other  places  by  persons  claiming 
them  under  fraudulent  purchases  and  great  discontents  and  uneasiness  appearing  amongst  tiie 
Indians  on  this  account  which  in  the  present  situation  of  affairs  might  be  attended  with  very 
fatal  cansequences  we  have  thought  it  for  his  Majesty's  service  to  insert  the  •?!,  92  &  93 
Articles  the  first  of  which  recites  the  treaty  made  with  them  in  the  year  1726  and  the  deed  by 
which  they  surrendered  their  hunting  grounds  to  the  Crown  to  be  protected  and  defended  for 
their  use  and  enjoins  the  Governor  not  to  grant  any  lands  or  suffer  any  settlements  to  be  made 
within  the  limits  mark'd  out  in  that  deed  the  other  two  enjoin  him  t'>  enquire  into  and  use  his 
utmost  endeavours  to  redress  the  complaints  of  the  Indians  with  respect  to  the  Lands  which 
they  say  have  been  taken  from  [them]  by  fraudulent  purchases  not  to  suffer  any  persons  to 
purchase  lands  of  the  Indians  without  a  licence  from  him  and  prescribe  the  regulations  under 
which  such  licenses  are  to  be  granted  in  order  to  prevent  the  Indians  being  defrauded  in  the 
manner  they  set  forth  in  the  many  representations  they  have  made  to  his  Majesty's  Governors 
and  others  upon  this  subject. 

These  may  it  please  your  F,xceilencie8  are  the  only  essential  alterations  from  the  Instructions 
given  by  his  Majesty  to  the  late  Governor  excepting  that  we  have  added  to  this  draught 
several  Instructions  which  have  been  given  from  time  to  time  to  the  (ioveruors  of  his  Majesty's 
other  Colonys  but  which  have  be<'n  omitted  in  those  given  to  the  Governor  of  New  York  tho' 
equally  well  adapted  to  the  circumstance's  of  this  Province 
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In  the  draughts  of  the  Instructions  for  the  observance  of  the  Acts  of  Parliament  for  the 
encouragement  and  regulation  of  trade  and  Navigation  we  have  made  no  alteration  from  those 

approved  of  by  his  Majesty  for  the  late  Governor 
^*^  All  which  is  most  humbly  submitted 

Dunk  Halifax 
J.  Pitt 
J.  Grenville 
Fran:  Fane 

„..  .    .    ,,  James  Oswald 

Whitehall  _,    _ 

4    1 oo   ,^cR  R-  Edgcumbe 
An'  22.  1765. 
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Lieutenant-Governor  De  Lancey  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  New-York  Papers,  Bundle  Kk.,  54.  ] 

•  .4*  April  1755. 

^^  Sincl  mv  last  of  the  IS'"  of  March,  I  again  called  the  Assembly  together  on  the  25'"  of  the 
same  Month,  and  acquainted  them  with  the  arrival  of  General  Braddock  and  the  two 
Regiments  in  Virginia,  and  recommended  to  them  the  enabling  me  to  quarter  Troops  ettc.  and 
to  contribute  to  a  General  fund  for  Articles  of  a  more  general  Concern,  agreable  to  H^  Maj 
pleasure  signifyed  in  Sir  Thomas  Robinson's  letter  of  the  2G"-  of  October  I  also  laid  be  ore 
them  a  Plan  of  M'  Shirley's  for  attacking  Crown  Point,  and  desired  them  to  make  bette 
provision  for  supplying  Oswego,  as  your  Lord-.-  will  see  by  my  Message  inclosed.  The  result 
of  this  short  meeting  (for  they  met  on  Tuesday  and  broke  up  on  Saturday)  is  contained  m 

'''TnstTaTof  providing  for  Quarters,  they  desire  I  would  repair  the  old  and  build  the  new 
Barracks  for  accommodating  his  Maj"''  Troops ;  and  I  could  not  prevail  on  them  to  find  bedding 
and  other  necessaries  for  the  Barracks.  2"'"^  They  declare  their  readiness  to  contribute  to  a 
general  fund  for  the  service  of  North  America,  when  the  other  Colonies  shall  come  into  it. 
fley  1  aving  already  given  five  thousand  pounds  towards  assisting  Virgmia.  3  '^  They  agree  to 
I'sii  ley's  plan  and  will  bear  their  proportion  if  the  General  approves  of  its  be.ng  carried 
i  to  xecution.  All  which  will  appear  by  the  papers  inclosed ;  and  they  have  provided  or  the 
m  re  p unc  ual  payment  of  the  Contractors  for  supplying  Oswego.  1  thought  it  my  du  y  o 
"ke  this  opportunity,  though  by  the  way  of  Holland,   to  acquaint  your   Lord-  of  these 

matters— I  am  — My  Lords. 

Your  Lordships 

most  obedient  and  most 

humble  servant 

James  De  Lancet. 
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Secretary  Pownall  to  Attorney -General  Murray. 

[  New- York  Enlries,  B.  P ,  p.  8.  ] 

To  the  Hon"'-  W-  Murray  Esq^  Hi?  Maj""  Attorney  General. 
Sir. 

Sir  Charles  Hardy,  whom  His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  Governor  of  New  York 
be.ng  to  embark  in  a  few  days  for  His  Govern',  I  am  directed  by  the  Lords  Commiss"  for 
Trade  and  plantations  to  send  you  the  enclosed  state  of  a  Case,  to  desire  the  favour  of  your 
opinion  upon  it,  as  soon  as  you  conveniently  can,  to  the  end  that  Sir  Charles  Hardy  may  be 
properly  instructed  thereupon.    I  am  J       j 

Sir 

,,   T        ,,.,,,  Your  most  obedient  servant 

11  June  1766.  t         r. 

John  Pownall. 


(Now-Tork  Entries,  B.  p.,  p.  4.] 

Case. 

M'  Clinton,  the  late  Gov'  of  New  York,  was  empowered  by  letters  Patent  under  the  great 
Seal  "  to  constitute  and  appoint  Judges,  and,  in  cases  requisite.  Commissioners  of  Oyer  and 
"  Terminer,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  other  necessary  Officers  and  Ministers  in  the  said 
"  Province,  for  the  better  administration  of  Justice  and  putting  the  Laws  in  execution"— 

By  the  39'"  Article  of  his  Instructions  he  was  directed  :  "  not  to  displace  any  of  the  Judges, 
"  Justices,  Sheriffs,  or  other  Officers  or  Ministers  within  the  said  province  of  New  York  without 
"  good  and  sufficient  cause  to  be  signified  to  the  King,  and  to  his  Commiss"  for  Trade  and 
"  plantations"— and  in  order  to  prevent  arbitrary  removals  of  Judges  and  Justices  of  the 
peace,  he  was  further  directed  by  the  same  Instruction  "  not  to  express  any  limitation  of  Time 
in  the  Commissions  which  he  should  grant,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Council  of  the 
said  Province,  to  persons  fit  for  those  employments"  — 

Some  time  after  M' Clinton's  arrival  in  his  Govern',  he  gave  a  Commission  under  the  seal  of 
New  York  to  James  De  Lancey  Esq"  to  be  Chief  Justice  during  his  good  behaviour,  which 
office  had  before  that  time  been  usually  held  during  pleasure. 

Some  time  after,  M'  Delancey  obtained  his  Commission  of  Chief  Justice  during  good 
behaviour,  His  Majesty  was  pleased  to  appoint  him  Lieut'  Gov'  of  the  province  of  New  York  ; 
in  consequence  of  which,  the  Administration  of  the  Government  of  that  province,  and  the 
Custody  of  the  public  seal  thereof,  did,  upon  the  Death  of  Sir  Danvers  Osborn  the  late  Gov' 
devolve  upon  him. 

Query  : 

Was  the  Commission  given  by  M'  Clinton  to  M'  Delancey  to  be  Chief  Justice  during  good 
behaviour  vacated  by  M'  Delancey's  taking  upon  him  the  Administration  of  the  Govern'  and 
the  Custody  of  the  public  Seal  upon  the  death  of  the  late  Gov'?  or  has  M'  Delancey  a  right  to 
return  to  the  exercise  of  the  Office  of  Chief  .lustice  under  the  Authority  of  the  said  Commission. 
when  his  Administration  of  Govern',  as  Lieut'  Gov',  shall  cease  upon  the  arrival  of  a  Gov' 
in  Chief. 
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Lords  of  Trade  to  Lords  Justices. 

[Nw-Tork  BntriM,  V..  P.,  p.  IS] 


To  their  Excellencies  the  Lords  Justices. 

*^:\tvrLl::.!r„t"c-ae™.io„,  »  *«  p,.sed  by  Hi,  «.r  P-inc.  of  New  Yo,K 
in  December  last,  intituled  ;  Pnlonies  of  New  York  and  New 

His  Majesty" —  *  f„,  fV,o  Prnvinre  of  New  York,  and  by  M' 

r  ::th1f  Act.  we  be^g  i:ave  humbly  to  ^eprese-  to  yo^^^^^^^^^^^^  _^^,„^  ^^^ 

%hat  the  controversy  between  t  e  P-^-^.^^i^^^^^XJ^  ^  ^ise.  has  subsisted  many  years, 
true  boundary  line  l.tween  them,  from  whd,t^.  ^^^b  1  had.  and  done  thereupon,  with  a 
and  various  Acts  and  proceedmgs  have  at  d.fterent  times  Legislature  of  New 

view  to  ascertain  this  boundary,  but  without  etfect.     In  the  year  6 

Jersey  passed  an  Act,  entitled :  nartition   and  division   betwixt  this 

..An  Act.  for  running   and  ascertaining  t^ehne  of  partition  ^n  ^ 

province  of  New  Jersey  and  the  province  «  /ew  Yo  k  -^^^^^^^  •  a  ^^_^  ^8^^^^,^  ^^P^  ^,^^ 
consideration  of  this  Act  after  hearmg  of  the  parties  7^'^"';  /.,..,■.  ^^thority,  it  could 
proceedings  on  wMch  it  was  founded   being  "ot  warranted     y  H,    M^      Au  y. 

New  Y»rk  and  New  Jersey,  .h„.  P'^'- T^'^^^^l^Z    "P. Service  .„d  .l,e  di«. 

:yr::X.r  r;sr.  =:7wr«:  °;  .y  ..»..> — ..  dec.. 

the  dispute.  Excellencies  appears  to  us  to  be  liable  to 

The  Act.  which  we  now  ^^^  Is  he  method  of  determination  which  it  proposes  is  unusual 
several  objections;  't  •«  ""P-'^P^'"  ^^^'^^ '"'^'^  ^,^^  ^.^^  „,ture ;  questions  of  disputed 
.„d  contrary  to  the  constant  practice  in  --;;;»;;  '„^,,,  'J„  determined  by  the 
boundary,  whereby  pr.ate  P^P^^"  /^  .^^^^^^^^  His  Maj..  with  liberty  to  all 

Crown  in  the  hrst  instance  but  always     y  rnd^ement  of  the  Commiss".  to  appeal 

p„,e.  wbich  .1...  '^^!^;>';-:^-;;^Z'r^^'M^Zl^'^'>-  '^e  very  object  o<  the 
,„  Hi.  Maj"  from  the.r  decmioi^.    1    '■  »"»  '">P    P    '  „     ■„  c„„cerned,  to  the 
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Right  and  property,  by  declaring  that  certain  patentee.,  therein  mentioned  shall  not  extend 
their  claim  beyond  a  limit  therein  de8cril)ed;  and  if  it  was  not  liable  to  these  objections,  yet  it 
would  be  inettectual.  as  the  proprietors  of  New  Jersey,  have  not  consented  to  the  method  of 
decision  there.n  proposed.  For  all  which  reasons  we  humbly  beg  leave,  to  lay  the  said  Act 
before  your  Excellencies,  for  your  Excellencies  disallowance. 

We  .,.g  leave  further  to  represent  to  your  Excellencies,  that  it  appears  to  u.  to  be  of  the 
greatest  importance  to  the  peace  and  tranquility  of  the  two  provinces,  that  some  certain  line 
of  property  and  Jurisdiction  should  be  speedily  settled  between  them,  which,  as  we  conceive, 
can  only  be  done  by  a  Comn.ission  to  be  issued  in  the  same  manner  and  under  the  same 
regulations  as  that  issued  in  the  year  1737.  for  running  the  boundary  between  the  provinces 
of  the  Massachusets  Bay  and  New  Hampshire,  with  liberty  to  either  party,  who  shall  think 
themselves  aggrieved,  to  appeal  to  His  Majesty  in  his  privy  Council.  The  Agent  for  the 
proprietors  of  New  Jersey  declared  himself  willing  to  concurr  in  this  measure,  and  has  offered 
to  give  amnle  security,  that  the  said  proprietors  shall  and  will  defray  one  half  of  the  exnence 
of  such  a  Commission,  but  the  Agent  of  New  York,  not  being  Authorized  by  his  Constituents 
has  declined  entering  into  such  an  agreement.  We  would  therefore  humbly  propose  to  your 
Excellencies,  that  an  Additional  Instruction  be  given  to  His  Mnj'^'  Gov'  of  New  York  directing 
him  to  recommend  it  to  the  Assembly  of  that  province  to  mako  provision  for  defraying  one 
half  of  the  expence  of  obtaining  ami  executing  such  Commission,  as  aforesaid,  whenever  his 
Maj'J'  shall  be  graciously  pleased  to  issue  it. 

All  which  is  most  humbly  submitted. 

Dunk  Halifax 

J.  Grenville 
Whitehall  j  ,, 

James  Oswald 
June  12.  17-5.5.  ^  t^ 

tHAx:  Fane. 


Sir 


Governor  Shirley  to  Secretary  Holnnaon. 

[8.  P.  O.  Governors'  Letlerj,  LXVIII.  ] 

Boston  New  England  June  SO"-  1755 


I  had  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  in  my  last  that  Major  General  Braddock  had  inform'd  me 
by  letter  from  Williamsburg  soon  after  his  arrival  in  America,  of  the  plan  of  operations  he 
propos'd  this  year,  viz'  tiie  attack  of  the  French  Forts  upon  the  Ohio  with  the  two  British 
regiments,  two  of  the  New  York  Independent  Companies  and  the  Provincial  troops  of  Virginia 
Maryland  and  North  Carolina,  amounting  all  of  them  to  about  L>400  men,  under  his  own 
command ;  and  the  reduction  of  the  French  Forts  at  the  Strait  of  Niagara  with  the  two  American 
new  rais'd  regiments,  which  service  he  purposed  to  put  under  my  command.  The  measures 
for  removing  the  French  from  their  incroachments  upon  the  Isthmus  of  Nova  Scotia  and  S' 
John's  River  were  as  I  had  before  acquainted  you  Sir,  concerted,  and  the  expedition  against  the 
French  incroachments  at  Crown  point  fbrm'd,  before  the  General's  arrival.  The  business  of 
my  own  Government  ( the  General  Court  being  sitting  when  !  rec jived  His  Excellency's  letter) 
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.a  .  panic..  t.e  ..po.t.„  .  o.ae.  .,..e  to  .^  two  ..  ^^^^  -P^^'- 
which  were  requisite  to  be  settled  ';^ll}^'^JZZ.n^,,^.c..e  the  General 
preparations  goinR  on  ,n  my  absence.  ^ " ^  J  y  ?  ee^s.arily  detained  .ne  fron>  setting  out 
should  approve  of  them  at  my  interv.ew  w    h  '  ''"'  "^^  f;';  /^     .,  j  ^„;,,a  „t  the  Camp  at 

several  steps  taken  in  it  ( tl.e  whole  corps  of  he  f  "f^  ^^^=  ^^^^'^^j,,^/  f„,  Winchester  in 
being  march'd  with  their  baggage  and  greatest  P-7;^„^\'";J;;;;;?  French  from  their 
their  way  to  WiUs's  Creek)  before  ^-y-';;^^^;^^^^^^^^^  the  propos'd 

incroachments  in  Nova  Scotia  and  at  Crown  I  "  "^7'^''  "P°"  vVl  of  by  him  ;  and  an  express 
schemes  for  ejecting  them,  to  the  General,  both  -t.-ly  npp  ov  d  d  by  I  m  .  ^^^^^_  ^^^P  ^^ 
was  thereupon  sent  the  same  day,  wUh  h.s  directions  for  Colone    Lawren  j 

proceed  in  the  former,  according  to  the  place  --^'^f  .^'^  7;"^:  ^Ir'J  vhich  he  lia! 
till  the  regiments  in  Nova  Scotia  should  be  ^^^^'^.^^^^  .^"  ^^  "^  ^  Forts  at  Niagara  with 
lately  received  orders.     The  attempt  of  ^^  -ucUon  of   ^e  J r-  h  F    ts^^^^^  _^  ^g^ 

„,i„e  and  Sir  William  Pepperrell's  ^''^^^^;^^^'' [^  .^'^^^^^^ 

was  at  the  same  time  determin'd  upon  by  h.m.  and  in  "'"•l*^       ;;  7;;.;,^  ^^^^^  „  ,[,,,,,,d  the 

the  most  effectual  manner,  it  wa.  agreed  to  have  ^^^^^^'j^^^  .^  ^^  committed  to  me. 
navigationofthe  Lake  Ontario;. he  c.reo   doing  whith^^C^^^^^^^^  .^   ^^^  ^^^^.^ 

According  to  t^i^^an  U-e  Krenc W      ^  -^k  d^aUno.  at^t.^^^^^^^^^^  _^^  ^^ 

incroachments  in  Noith  America,  an.   m  mtiv  be  adjusted  this  year, 

seems  highly  probable  that  all  points  ^^ ';^^^^  ^r^^^^^'Z^lJ^U^r'^M.  re^^^^ 
and  in  case  of  a  sudden  rupture  between  the  two  Crown    the  way  pav 

Canada,  whenever  it  shall  be  His  Majesty's  ij--'-  J''  ^  J^. '  ,^  ^,  ^,,  william  Pepperell's 
After  I  parted  with  the  General.  1  found  from  the  '  '^'^  J  ^^J^  ^^^  ^j^^,  t„at  the 
levies,  that  there  was  no  prospect  of  h.s  raising  "'^  '  "  '^j;'  ^  Companies  of  his 
troops  destin'd  for  Niagara  must  begin  their  march.  -'^;;  /;;/;''  ^,,^  l^,,^,  ,o„,d 
regiment  were  order'd  to  be  posted  at  Oswego  upon  -  -  ^^^^  ".  ;  ^'  ;,,,  ,pi„ion  a« 
atfack  it  which  will  reduce  them  to  1400  men.  and  ^\"  '^  ^^^  V-  i  my  return  thro'  the 
well  as  my  own  be  too  weak  an  one  to  secure  the  P^««  ^\f ''^^'^'^ '  ^^  ,,„„  .uting  to 
Government  of  New  Jerseys.  I  apply'd  to  the  Assembly  ^-  '  -' '  ^.^  ^  expedition 
permit   the   Uegiment  of  500  men.  which  they  had  lately  voted  to  rmse  I 

.  «H...r  Gene.,  C,..a.  .w.sc.  w,.  «  M.nl,.  of  ni»  y,^^  Counei,  ^J^-^^-^:;;:;-::^  ^ ^^r  S ^ 
yet  a  Major  of  tl.e  60th  or  Uoyal  AnuT,..,,  I  c,unont.  -  <';^-;''  T/  „  ,nor  llopson  returning  to  KngUn.l,  Mnjor 
Lwrenee  on  the  River  Mi.i,l«as.  at  tl.e  head  of  the  b,.y  .J  ^  '«";;  "^^i  L^  Uov..,..,!!-.  Oetoher  .1.  H.U.  «..a  (Governor 
Lawrence  hoean.e  A.in,ini»lrator  of  the  ,overnn,ent,  Novembe.  ..  1  53    L-  t-     ^  ^^^  ^^^.^^^^^^ 

of  Che  Province  .,n,y  .3.  175,,.     He  ..o..an.e  Colone   oh.  "^^'^'^^  ^  ^^^^:,;^,,,  .'.f  ,,oni,.,„r,h.  a,.a  on  the  ..,  of 
aenernl  in  A.no, ica  o„  ...t  l.ecen.ber  f„llow,n,.       n  the  next  yea      e    »..    -,  a  ^  ^^^^  ,  _,^^,^,,,^  ,„  „  ^,„„.  „„ 

October   1758.  o|,eneJ  the  fir.t  Bos.ion  of  the  f,r«t  llon.e  of  A«.embly  .n  No>ft  N  ot  a.     1  ^^  ^^^^^_^,  ,y 

r  mh  of  0:toL.  nao.  to  the  ..eep  ..et,  .ay«  ":'"^-- ^   -[^r^'  l^"  ^  n^n,   Governor   Lawrence. 
eau.e,1  a  monu-nent  to  be  er.eted  to  hn  me,no,y  >n  bt.    1  a«U   CI  .rch,    1   .  ^  ^^^  jj^^^^.^^^j 

a'miniBt,ation  that  the  Acadians.  or  French  Nentralx,   were  ormOly  c.x,..Ued  f.o.n 
throughout  the  American  Colonics.  —  Fi). 
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against  Crown  Point,  ,^0  join  their  forces  under  my  command  in  llir  reduction  of  Niagara,  and 
prevail'd  witli  ti.em  and  Cov'  Belclier  to  pass  an  Act  for  that  purpose,  by  which  means  my 
troops  were  augmented  to  J  900. 

As  the  diversion  which  must  be  occasioned  to  tiie  French  Forces  in  Canada  by  the  attack  of 
Niagara,  must  mai^e  a  less  force  sullicient  for  the  reduction  of  tlie  Frencii  Fort  at  Crown  Point 
than  was  at  liist  determin'd  to  have  been  employ'd  in  it ;  before  the  attempt  on  Niagara  was 
projected,  I  thought  this  regiment  might  be  spar'd  from  the  service  at  Ciown  Point;  and  the 
General  hatli  since  approv'd  of  this  augmentation  of  the  Niagara  farces. 

It  being  generally  apprehended  that  the  troops  under  my  command  would  be  still  too  weak 
for  the  service  at  Niagara,  as  with  that  pass  the  French  must  lose  the  only  prac/icable 
communication  they  have  be[twe]en  Canada  and  the  Missisippi  (that  lying  across  the  Lake 
Ontario  from  thence  over  the  Strait  of  Niagara  to  Lake  Erie,  and  over  that  into  the  River  Ohio 
whici;  falls  into  the  Missisippi)  &  consequently  all  hopes  of  establishing  themselves  in  the  rich 
country  behind  the  Apalachian  Mountains,  or  of  maintaining  their  extensive  furr  trade  there, 
without  Soth  which  Canada  can  be  of  but  small  value  to  them  ;  so  that  it  must  be  expected 
they  will  use  their  utmost  efforts  to  defend  it :  this  I  say,  Sir,  being  the  general  apprehension, 
at  my  return  to  Boston,  the  Assembly  of  my  own  Government  pass'd  a  vote  enabling  me  to 
employ  as  many  of  the  troops  rais'd  within  this  Province  for  the  service  at  Crown  Point,  as  I 
should  think  proper  in  that  ag"  Niagara;  leaving  3700  in  the  whole  for  Crown  Point,  and 
provided  the  men  were  willing  to  go  with  me  and  the  other  (Jovernm"  concern'd  consented  to 
it.     Since  which  I  have  obtain'd  the  consent  of  all  the  other  Governments,  but  one. 

With  this  reinforcement  I  shall  not  have  an  opportunity  of  acquainting  the  General  in  time 
to  receive  his  approbation,  before  1  set  out  for  Niagara.  But  as  3700  men,  in  conjunction 
with  300  Indians  w-^"-  we  have  reason  to  depend  upon  being  engag'd  in  the  expedition  ag" 
Crown  Point,  is  doubtless  a  much  more  adequate  force  now  for  the  reduction  of  the  French 
Fort  there,  than  5000  the  utmost  that  was  proposed  before  would  have  been  when  the  whole 
strength  that  is  left  in  Canada  would  have  been  muster'd  at  Crown  Point  to  defend  it  ag"  our 
attack  ;  and  are  certainly  a  much  more  sufficient  force  for  that  service  than  2400  (the  whole  of 
my  troops,  if  they  should  be  increased  witii  500  more)  will  be  for  gaining  and  securing  the 
pass  at  Niagara,  upon  w<^''  depends  the  Southern  Dominion  now  in  dispute  between  us  and 
the  French,  which  is  of  infinitely  more  value  tiian  the  Fort  at  Crown  Point;  I  think  there  can 
be  no  doubt  of  his  approving  it. 

In  addition  to  these  reinforcements  I  am  in  hopes  of  procuring  a  number  of  Indians  to  join 
with  me  at  Sciienectady  and  Oswego,  wiiicli  are  necessary  in  the  service  for  scouts,  outguards  in 
marches  thro'  narrow  deliles,  and  to  guard  the  battoes  in  their  passage  thro'  the  narrow  parts 
of  rivers  and  creeks,  and  gaining  intelligence;  and  as  the  General  could  not  spare  me  any  part  of 
his  train  of  artillery,  I  have,  with  the  |)eices  I  have  taken  from  Castle  William  in  this  Province, 
others  which  1  have  borrow'd  of  Governor  l)e  L:uu'fy  from  New  York,  and  some  peices  of 
ordnance  which  I  have  caused  to  be  cast  within  my  own  Government,  collected  a  proper  train 
for  tiie  service. 

In  my  passage  back  to  Boston  thro'  the  several  Governments  concern'd  in  the  expedition 
against  Crown  I'oint,  1  had  an  opportunity  of  settling  several  points  among  them  which  retarded 
their  movements  in  it;  and  I  hope  the  troops  destin'd  for  that  service  will  be  fitted  out  in 
proper  time  ;  they  are  most  or  all  of  them  upon  their  march  for  Albany  the  place  of  rendezvous, 
and  many  of  them  arrived  there  and  on  the  point  of  proceeding  from  thence  towards 
Lake  Champlain. 
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f  :i;;r  a  ;  "one      th:t     p    ri   Co.npanies  of  New  i'or.  have  bee.  so.e  weeks  at  that 
Fo     r  n    W     i    ^  engthening  it  &  making  it  as  defensible  as  the  very  weak  state  of  .t  ..1 
admit  in  so  short  a  time.     Two   other  Companies  of  Pepperrell's  have  been  several    days 

IhMtrthe  Great  Carrying  Place  near  the  Wood  Creek  in  the  way  -  ^sweg--^^^^^^ 
to  clear  it  of  any  French  Indians  w-  may  be  sent  to  obstruct  the  passage  o    ti,e  Creek  by 
f°il  ngg  eat  trees  across  it,  to  g-  .rd  the  batloes  as  they  pass  thro'  it,  n.end  the  roac  s  lor  the 
more'efsy  c  nveyance    of  the   artillery,  stores,  and  battoes  over  the  Carrying   Ilace,      nd 
7Zn7L  passage  of  the  battoes  thro' the  narrow  parts  of  the  Creek  more  practicable  .n  the 
Iffic  It  phis.     The  battoes  for  transporting  the  forces  have  been  al  made  and    ready  a 
st  ectady    ome  time,  together  with  the  stores  procur'd  at  New  York  and  t -se  purchas  d 
here  .nd  the  builders  and  work.nen  whom  I  have  hir'd  for  building  the  vessells  and  boats  to 
S    emp  oy'i  on    he  Lake  Ontario,  w-  must  be  built  at  Oswego,  have  been  sent  t  ere  several 
weeks  a/o  and  at  work  upon  them  ;  so  that  I  hope  to  get  tbem  upon  the  Lake  before  I  lea  e 
O  weg      w-  I  look  upon  to  be  a  point  of  great   in.portance.     I   have  procured  seamen    o 
n.v"S  ^.em,  and  the  Officers  appointed  by  the  Con.modore  to  command  them  are  arr.v  d 
Z^Z^Z.n^  are  gone  with  the  stores  for  Oswego  to  have  them  r  gg'.  &  htted  out  w.th 
he  utn  OS   expedition.     Part  of  my  Uegin.'  is  order'd  to  proceed  with  the.r  baggage  m  battoes 
a    s        a    mTy  be  iron,  SchenecLly  to  Oswego,  and  having  now  set  the  .orces  for  Crown 
Po  nt  n  Ition  and  settled  the  artairs  of  my  government  as  much  as  I  can  before  I  go,  I  shall 
et    u     r  4.H  Instant  for  Providence  and  in.bark  on  board  the  Province  .loop  for  New  ^ork, 
ron    I  ence  I  shall  proceed   in  .4  hours  after   my  arrival  for  Alb.my  up  Hudson's  R.ver 
w    h  tl    remainder  of  Sir  W.llian.  Pepperrell's  regiuKM.t  now  at  New  York  and  some  lev.es  of 
Tv  own    w-  are  to  join    me  there;    &  having    setiled  every   th.ng  wh.ch  remains   to   be 
determin'd  between  me  and  Colonel  Johnson  concerning  the  expediticm  to  Crown  Pomt  under 
h  land,  &  the  forces  to  be  employ'd  in  it.  1  shall  pass  on  to  Schenec  ady  and  proceed 

diectly  from  thence  to  Oswego,  with  the  remainder  of  the  forces  dest.n'd  for  tha    serv.ce  ; 
a  d    aving  seen  the  vessells  and  boats  to  be  employ'd  on  the  Lake  Ontar.o  or  at  leas   some 

0  1    m  itted  out,  or  very  near  it,  and  gain'd  what  intelligence  I  can  and  the  t.me  w.ll  al  ow,  of 

1  sUuauln  of  the  French  at  Niagara,  I  shall  proceed  with  all  the  forces  art.llery  and  stores 
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1000  stands  of  arms  at  Annapolis  tloyal  and  800  might  have  been  had  here,  tho'  not  so  good 
as  tiioae  sent  from  England,  I  ehould  have  ciiosen  to  Iiave  sent  tliem  away  before;  but  I  have 
reason  to  hope  that  they  will  succeed  as  it  is.  I  have  receiv'd  an  account,  dated  lo"-  instant 
from  Col  Lawrence,  of  their  arrival  at  Scheignecto  on  the  2-^  and  that  he  concluded  from  not 
having  received  any  news  from  thence,  that  they  were  by  that  time  masters  of  the  Isthmus, 
and  was  of  opinion  the  reduction  of  the  French  Fort  at  S'  Johns  River  would  after  that  be  an 
easy  task,  if  the  two  French  34  Gun  Frir^ites,  w^"  he  had  intelligence  were  in  the  Bay  of 
Funda,  for  the  protection  as  he  supposed  of  that  River,  should  not  be  too  hard  for  our  sea 
force  there,  which  consisted  of  three  twenty  gun  ships  only,  and  a  sloop  of  war.  The  news  I 
received  here  four  days  ago  of  a  French  squadrons  being  spoken  with  off  Bank  Vert  near 
Newfoundland,  full  of  soldiers  standing  for  Louisbourg,  gave  me  no  small  concern  for  the 
success  of  the  expedition  to  Nova  Scotia;  but  it  was  reliev'd  in  two  hours  by  an  acco'  of 
Admiral's  Boscawen  &  Mostyn  with  eleven  sail  of  the  line  being  spoken  with  oHT  S'  Johns 
River  at  Newfoundland  nine  days  ago,  close  at  the  heels  of  the  French,  and  having  sent  a 
letter  to  Cap'  Aldrick  the  Commandant  there,  acquainting  him  that  they  were  going  to 
cruize  off  Louisbourg;  otherwise  the  stay  of  the  New  England  troops  here  the  last  month, 
might  have  ruin'd  the  attempt  for  recovering  the  Isthmus,  if  not  occasion'd  the  loss  of  the 
whole  Province. 

The  Acts  pass'd  lately  in  the  several  Colonies  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  provisions 
to  Louisbourg,  together  with  the  embargo  in  Ireland,  have  greatly  distress'd  the  French  at 
Louisbourg  and  the  efTects  must  be  soon  felt  in  all  their  settlements  in  North  America. 

A  few  days  ago  I  had  a  letter  from  the  (Jeneral  dated  20"'  of  May  from  Fort  Cumberland  at 
Wills's  C-eek  in  which  he  complains  that  the  inexpressible  disappointm"  he  hath  met  with, 
hath  retarded  his  march  a  month  beyond  the  time  he  at  first  intended ;  but  by  the  advices  I 
have  since  received  from  GoV  Morris  and  Gov'  Dinwiddle,  I  hear  he  hath  surmounted  his 
difficulties,  and  it  was  judg'd  would  proceed  the  beginning  of  this  month  from  Fort  Cumberland 
for  the  French  Fort  called  Fort  Du  Quesne  upon  tlie  Ohio,  which  is  computed  to  be  from  90  to 
110  miles  distance  from  Wills's  Creek,  where  very  possibly  he  may  be  arriv'd  b}  this  time  & 
begun  his  attack,  in  v/'''  I  have  little  or  no  doubt  in  my  own  opinion  of  his  succeeding,  the' 
it  is  pretty  certain  the  French  have  sent  a  reinforcement  of  9U0  men  (100  of  (hem  regular 
troops)  and  stores,  very  lately  either  to  the  Ohio  or  Niagara,  and  many  of  their  battoes  have 
pass'd  by  in  sight  of  Oswego.  When  I  had  the  honor  of  conferring  with  His  Excellency  at 
Alexandria,  he  purpos'd  to  build  some  vessells  at  I'resque  Isle  for  securing  the  navigatisn  of 
the  Lake  Erie ;  W^"-  if  effected  must,  together  with  those  designed  for  Lake  Ontario,  make  us 
masters  of  the  Great  Lakes  and  Ohio  and  the  country  there,  untill  the  French  can  get  a 
superior  force  upon  those  Lakes,  W^''  it  seems  very  difficult  if  not  impracticable  for  'em  to  do, 
when  our  vessells  shall  be  cruizing  upon  them.  I  hear  from  Gov'  Morris  that  at  the  General's 
request  he  hath  establish'd  a  magazine  of  Provisions  in  the  biick  parts  of  J'ennsylvania,  from 
whence  he  will  he  easily  supply'd  by  a  new  road,  w'''  he,  M'  Morris,  is  making  thro'  the 
mountains  to  the  waters  of  the  Ohio,  and  which  the  General  proposes  to  him  to  extend  to 
Veningo  and  Niagara;  all  v,'^,  if  executed,  must  be  of  inliuite  use  for  marching  the  troops 
to  &  subsisting  them  upon  the  Ohio  and  at  Niagara  from  a  Colony  more  abounding  w<'' 
provisions  than  any  at  present  in  North  America. 

The  General's  presence  and  activity  hatli  infus'd  spirit  into  the  Colonies  concern'd  in  the 
attempt  ag"  Crown  I'oint,  and  by  tin;  Commission  w"''  he  hath  given  to  Colonel  Johnson  for 
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takincr  upon  him  the  management  of  the  In.iian  Aflairs,  and  the  ready  money  he  hath  most 
opportunely  advanc'd  to  hi.n  for  engaging  'em  in  the  English  Interest,  he  has  greatly  promoted 
that   service.     The   expedition   to    Niagara   this   year  is  wholly  owing  to  H.s  Excellency  s 

'7r  now'io  acknowledge.  Sir.  the  receipt  of  your  letters  dated  the  23^  and  24-  of  Jan.,  and 
lO'"  of  Fehruary  the  contents  of  which  are  answer'd  in  the  foregoing  part  of  this  letter,  except 
that  I  Leg  leave  to  ohserve  that  in  the  last  mentioned  you  seem  to  think  that  the  soldiers  m 
New  England  are  enlisted  for  His  Majesty's  service  in  general  terms,  whereas  .t  is  at  present 
impracticahle  to  raise  any  nun,ber  of  them  without  acquainting  them  w'-  the  place  of  the.r 
immediate  destination,  nor  will  any  born  in  these  Colonies  inlist  to  go  to  the  Southward  of 
Niagara,  at  furthest.     The  command  under  which  they  are  to  act,  is  likewise  another  very 

material  point  w""  them. 

I  beg  leave  further  to  observe  Sir,  that  the  common  fund,  w^'-  you  seem  to  suppose  to  be 
provided  by  the  several  Governm"  in  the  Colonies  for  the  support  of  His  Majesty's  service  will 
never  be  agreed  upon  by  the  Assemblies  among  tlieinselves,  tho'  acknowledg'd  to  be  necessary 
to  all;  that,  and  a  plan  of  Union  p«ust  be  establish'd  by  an  authority  from  home  or  neither  of 
them  will  be  effected;  &  this  you  will  perceive  by  the  inclos'd  extract  of  the  minutes 
of  Council  at  Alexandria,  is  the  opionion  of  the  other  Governors  who  were  present  there  as 
well  as  my  own.  And  if  1  might  presume,  Sir.  to  suggest  my  opinion  further  in  tins  matter, 
nothing  would  be  a  firmer  cement  of  His  Majesty's  colonies,  or  go  further  towards  consolidating 
them  in  the  support  of  his  service  &  government  there,  and  the  defence  of  their  common 
interests  ag"  a  foreign  power,  than  the  establishment  of  such  a  fund  and  a  plan  of  Lnion 
among  'em;  nor  do  I  think  they  would  be  dillicultly  rec"  by  them  from  the  I  ar  lament. 

YoiiwiU  perceive.  Sir,  by  the  inclosed  copies  of  my  message  to  the  Assembly  of  my  own 
government  and  their  message  in  answer  to  it,  u^n  the  subject  of  their  hnding  provisions  or 
mine  and  Sir  William  I'epperrell's  regiments,  according  to  the  directions  of  (.en'  Braddock  s 
inclos'd  letter,  and  paying  their  (iuola  of  the  levy  money  for  the  raising  of  them,  that  they 

refuse  to  do  it.  ,  i  •  .     » 

I  beg  leave  to  assure  you  Sir  that  J  shall  consult  ...conomy  as  much  as  may  be  consistent 
with  His  Majesty's  service  in  the  expence  of  the  expedition  under  my  command.  1  omitted 
to  observe  to  you  before  that  the  reason  of  my  being  the  Colonel  of  the  two  New  Kngland 
Ke.iments  gone  to  Nova  Scotia  was  principally  for  the  sake  of  encouraging  the  inlistm"  and 
saving  the  expence  of  the  pay  of  two  Colonels,  having  no  expectation  of  any  allowance  or  paj 

^"  I'lume  Sir,  consideration  will  be  had  of  an  allowance  for  my  necessary  suite  in  the  expedition 

under  mv  command.  &  as  the  execution  of  the  command  will  be  attended  W-  an  extraordinary 

charu..  to  myself,  especially  in  the  rank  to  w'"  I  have  lately  had  the  honour  to  be  promoted  ,n 

His  Mai'  armv.  1  hope  His  M.j.-sty  will  he  pleas'd  to  order  me  a  pro,u.r  support  in  it  during 

he  time  of  the  service.     The  expence  of  my  travelling  charges  out  of  my  ow.:  pockett  in  my 

It  .ey  to  Alexandria  and  back  (being  about  K'o..  miles )  tho'  I  made  use  of  my  own  horses 

Lf    ifewayand  mv  servants  the  whole,  and  had  some  horses  found  for  me  in  two  of  the 

government^,  exceeded  ^...O  sterling,  w^''  is  near  double  the  income  of  my  (.overnn..  to  me 

for  the  lime  I  was  ::1;..  ill  ir..in  Boston.  .  .    r  i 

The  inclos'd  copy  of  the  (n-neral'*  instructions  will  show  you  Sir,  the  extent  of  my  command. 
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My  desire  of  laying  bePore  you  n  particular  state  of  tlie  Colonies  with  regard  to  tlie  operations 
carrying  on  tiiere  ag"  the  French,  and  the  very  little  appearance  there  is  of  tiieir  forming  a 
plan  of  Union  among  tliemseives,  as  recommended  by  His  Majesty,  in  one  view,  liath  drawn 
this  letter  into  a  greater  length  than  I  design'd,  w-^"  I  hope  you  will  he  pleas'd  to  excuse  on 
that  account. 

I  am  wit!  the  greatest  regard 
Sir 

Your  most  iuimble 

and  most  obedient  servant 

riie  Right  Honorable  Sir  Thomas 
Robinson  on  of  His  Majesty's 
Principal  Secretaries  of  State. 

•  Lieutenant-General  William  Suiri.ey  whs  a  nntivo  of  the  county  of  Sussex,  Englan.l,  and  born  ,il,..„t  tlie  year  1693. 
He  WB9  liy  profession  a  liiwyor,  nn,l  hm\  been  in  office  in  London;  but  having'  ,i  pro^i  oct  of  a  nii.iierou-,  family,  Km 
advised  to  remove  to  Boston.  He  resided  there  some  six  or  eiglit  years,  and  had  the  promise  of  the  collect, .is  place,  but 
Btrong  interest  having  been  made  for  another,  Mr.  Shirley  was  provided  for  by  being  appointed  (iovernor  of  Massaebus.tU  in 
1741.  He  planned  the  expedition  against  Cape  15r.'ton  in  1745,  on  the  31st  August,  of  which  year,  he  was  appointed  Colonel 
of  a  Regiment  of  Koot  that  was  afterwards  broke  in  1718.  He  published  an  account  of  that  Expedilion  in  1740,  in  "A 
Letter  from  William  Shirley,  Es.i..  Oovernoi-  of  Massaclmsetis  Bay  to  his  grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  with  a  Journal  of 
the  Siege  of  Luuisbourgh."  8vo.  Uoston;  and  returned  to  Kngland  in  1749,  when  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  Conunissioners 
for  seltling  the  boundaries  o«  this  Continent  between  Kngland  and  I'l  anee.  While  thus  engaged,  he  wrote  the  Memorial  of 
the  Knglish  Commissaries,  dated  21st  of  September,  17.^0,  wl,er.-in  he  ebdined  for  the  Knglish  all  the  land  en-t  of  the 
Penobscot,  and  south  of  the  Saint  Lawrcnoe,  at  constituting  the  ancient  .\ca,lia.  1  >ui  inp  his  residence  nt  Paris,  he  ji,  rmilled 
himself  to  be  captivatcl  with  the  charms  of  his  landlord's  .lauuhter,  whom  h  i  privately  nuirried.  This  ill  judged  step,  for 
a  person  of  his  age  an.l  in  his  position,  l,..sened  hin.  in  the  regard  of  his  superiors,  and  alVorded  his  enemies  an  opp.irtunily 
to  injure  him.  H.^  returned  to  his  govcrniuenl  of  MassachusetU  iu  17.53,  and  in  1754  explored  the  Kennebec,  on  which  river 
ho  erected  Fort  Halifax,  below  the  Waterville  falls,  and  Fort  Western,  ou  the  present  site  of  the  city  of  Augusta.  Maine.  On 
the  approach  of  hostilities  he  was  appointed  Major  (Jeneral,  id  February,  17...-.,  with  the  superintendence  of  operations 
in  the  Northern  Colonics,  although  he  was  little  skilled  in  war,  and  proceeded  as  far  as  t)swe-o  on  an  expedition  Bgainst 
Niagara,  which  fell  through  and  broU'.'ht  disgrace  .in  him.  He  was  superceded  in  17.ii'i,  in  the  command  <.f  the  Armv,  and 
in  the  government  of  .Massachus.tts  and  was  nr.lered  thareupon  to  Kngland  where  he  was  ba.lly  revived,  an.l  experi.'need 
much  dilliculty  iu  passing  his  accounts.  Sevral  publications  In  his  defence  nppearc.l  on  his  return  to  Ki.gland ;  one  is 
entitled  "A  Review  of  Military  op.'rations  in  North  Anurica  from  the  coiiiuiencement  of  the  French  hostilities  on  tho 
frontiers  of  Virginia,  in  1753,  to  the  surrender  of  Oswego,  on  tho  14th  of  August,  17:in.  In  a  letter  to  a  Nobleman."  4to. 
London.  17.'i7.  It  was  written  in  .Sew-Yoik,  it  is  believed  by  William  Smith  the  llis|..ri«n,  and  taken  to  Kniilaud  by 
William  Alexander,  known  afterwanls  as  the  Karl  of  Stirling,  who  gave  it  to  the  Press.  Smilh't  .\>i«  •  J'or/l-,  H.,  225.  This  was 
followed  in  17."iS.  by  "Memoirs  of  the  principal  transactions  of  the  Inst  war  between  the  Ijiglish  and  French  in  North 
America,  from  1744  to  the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle;"  and  by  another,  entitle.l  "The  con.luet  of  .Major  General  Shirley,  late 
Commander  in  Chi.f  ol  His  .Mnj..»ly'9  Forces  in  North  America,  brietly  state.l."  Mr.  Smith  says.  Mr.  Shirl.y  in  .  ..nse.pieneo 
emerged  from  a  loa.l  of  c.blonuy.  On  3(ith  January,  175'.t,  he  beeam.'  Lieutenant  (icneral,  (Aiiiii/  Li-it ;)  and  "after  long 
tolieilntions,"  says  lliitehinson,  obtained  tho  small  governm.nt  of  the  Hahama  Islan.ls.  He  was,  says  UancrofI,  artfnl 
needy  an.l  ambitious;  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Kngland;  inditVerent  to  the  laws  and  tho  p.culiar  faith  of  tho  people  (  of 
M«»«acbu»etts )  whom  ho  governed  ;  appointed  originnlly  to  restore  or  intro.lueo  British  Authority,  and  more  relied  upon 
than  any  Crown  officer  in  America.  He  was  bitterly  oppoie.l  to  the  Plan  of  the  Inion  of  the  C.donies  agrecl  upon  at 
Albany  in  1754,  and  as  early  as  175(5,  a.Ivi-c  I  the  Ministry  t.i  impose  a  Staiiip  tax  in  America.  General  Sliirl..y  eventually 
returned  to  Massachus.'tts  and  .lid  at  his  scat  in  Roxbnry,  on  tho  24lh  March.  1771,  {Alltn*  liioiiraphieal  Vieliouar;/.)  which 
•ays,  he  was  the  author  of  l'.l.■ctrl^  a  Trage.ly,  an.l  V\u-  liirth  of  lli.reule<,  a  Mas.pie,  4to.  Lon.l.ui,  17(15,  At  the  lime  of  hia 
decvasff,  Mr.  Shirl.'v  was  at  the  hca.l  of  ilio  List  of  Lieut. Miant  Generals  of  the  Uiitish  Army.     Armtj  Litl.  1771  —  Kd. 
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Additional  Instmdion  to  Sir  Charles  Hardy. 

[New-York  Entries,  B.  P,  p.  23-1 

[T„o.  c....      Additional  Instruction  to  Sir  Charles  Hardy  Knight  Captai..  Gen^  and   Gov^ 
nMu,wcK>.c.  i„   Chief  in   &  over  His   Maj""  prov-  ot  ^ew  York  and  the  tern tor.es 

GnANv,LLK,P  .lepending  thereon  in    America;    or  in  his   absence   to  the    Lieul    Cov  , 

M,.uu.oaouon.  C.  1.  K]    j,^^^.^^^^^  ^^  ^,^^  Conncil,  or  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  said  provmce  for 
the  time  being.     Given  at  Whitehall  the  [12">]  day  of  [August]  1755.  m  the 
ag""  year  r*'  His  Maj'*''  Reign. 
Wherkas  it  has  been  represented  unto  us,  that  a  controversy  has  for  many  Years  subsisted 
be  wen  hi       I    e,,y.3  provinces  of  New  York  &  New  Jersey  concerning  the  true  hue  oi 
p'rdt  on  betwee  .  tlfe  said  provinces,  on  account  of  which  great  outrages  have  from  t.me  to 
th  'Ten  cimitted  on  the  Frontiers  of  the  said  provinces,  to  the  prejud.ce  of  H.s  Maj- 
"ic    ami  disturbance  of  the  public  peace,  and  whereas  it  is  of  the  greatest  unportance 

o    1  e  tr     q       ty  and  welfare  of  the  said  provinces,  that  a  line  of  property  and  Junsd.ct.on 

o  'n  w  York,   under  your  Govern',  that  they  do  n.ake  speedy  and   etfectual   prov.s.ou  fo 
d  fn.ying  the  other  moiety  of  the  expence  of  obtaining  and  ex.cu.mg  such  con.m.ss.on.  as 
afore.said.  whenever  His  Majesty  shall  be  graciously  pleased  to  issue  the  same. 

Nox.  Tl,.  wonl.  within  bracket,  it.  .l.e  aUvo  Do.u.ueu..  are  adUca  frou.  tho  C.,.y  iu  Journal  of  ik.  General  A.uMy  of 
jV'ewrur*-,  II.,  471.— Kd. 


hmh  of  Trade  to  Secretary  Ilobinmn. 

\  I';»iiUlli>ll»<l<'lidl>l,  (B.  T.,)  .XLIII.,  p.  41".] 

To  the  IMght  Hon""  .Sir  Thomas  Ilobinsou  one  of  His   Majesty's   Principal  Secretaries 


oi  State. 


Sir 


Having  since  the  date  of  our  Representation  to  His  Majesty,  with  which  we  did  in  obedience 

to ";;  ;.mnman.,s.  lay  be..re  bin.  a  plan  of  V,. 1  C. ert  to  '"';-;;•-'  ^^  1^^^^. 

Colonies  for  their  mut.nd  and  comn>on  delence,  received  wveral  letters  Irom  H.a  Majesty  « 


k 
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Governors  in  North  Americn,  representing  the  defenceless  state  of  the  frontiers,  and  the 
irregular  management  of  Indian  affairs;  and  it  appearing  to  us  upon  a  general  view  of  these 
points  to  be  highly  necessary  as  well  for  the  future  safety  of  the  Colonies  as  to  ease  the  mother 
country  of  the  great  and  heavy  expense  with  which  it  has  been  of  late  years  burthened,  on 
account  ot  services  relative  to  these  points,  that  some  general  system  should  be  laid  down,  and 
some  certain  and  permanent  provision  made  for  the  defence  of  the  Frontiers  and  for  the 
management  of  Indian  Affairs,  which  are  in  their  nature  constant  and  permanent  services. 
To  the  end  therefore  that  we  may  be  furnished  with  full  information  upon  every  point 
necessary  to  be  attended  to,  in  the  consideration  of  a  question  of  so  great  extent  and 
importance,  and  enabled  to  lay  our  thoughts  upon  it  before  His  Majesty,  whenever  the 
circumstances  of  the  times  shall  require  it;  we  submit  to  you  whether  it  may  not  be  proper 
that  General  Braddcck  should  be  directed  forthwith  to  consider  and  report  his  opinion  in 
what  manner  the  Frontiers  may  be  best  defended  ;  what  number  of  forts  it  will  be  necessary 
to  erect;  of  what  size  and  strength;  where  those  forts  should  be  situated;  what  number  of 
regular  troops  it  will  be  neceesary  to  have  constantly  kept  up  in  America  for  garrisoning  them 
and  for  other  necessary  services;  how  these  troops  should  be  distributed  and  where  stationed. 
And  that  no  information  may  be  wanting  upon  this  matter  which  it  is  in  our  power  to  obtain 
we  shall  think  it  our  duty  to  call  upon  such  of  His  Majesty's  Governors  as  are  best 
acquainted  with  the  general  state  and  interest  of  North  America  for  their  thoughts  upon  this 
occasion;  more  particularly  as  to  the  manner  in  which  these  services  can  be  best  provided  for 
with  the  least  inconvenience  and  burthen  to  His  Majesty's  Subjects. 

We  are 

Sir 

Your  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  servants, 
Dunk  Halifax 
J.  Grenville. 
^V''ilel'"ll  T.  Pelham. 

July  IG.  1706  .  J,  p,.,^^ 


Major-Geneml  Johnson  to  the  Lord^  of  Trade, 

(  NewTork  F«p«n,  Bundle  Kk.,  No.  M. } 

My  Lords.  ^""'"y-  ^'-  ^^'^  ^^^^ 

I  went  to  Alexandria  in  Virginia  to  wait  on  His  Kxcell-T  General  Draddock.  I  received 
from  and  signed  by  him,  a  Warrant  for  the  sole  superintendency  and  management  of  the  affairs 
of  the  Six  I'nited  Nations  uf  Indians  their  allies  and  dependents,  also  some  Instructions 
relating  to  my  conduct;  I  further  received  from  him  two  thousand  pounds  sterling,  part  to  be 
laid  out  1  presents  and  the  remainder  lor  various  other  expences,  which  would  arise  from  the 
part  I  was  to  net;  besides  this  the  (Jencral  has  given  me  an  unlimited  Credit  upon  Gov'  Shirley 
for  what  further  siinies  this  service  might  call  for. 
Vol.  VI.  181 
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^  ,1  ,.nt  Messages  with   Belts  and  Wampum  thro'  the 

Immediately  upon  my  return  home  t  ^'^"'^  ^^^  ^„^  ^^  ^^.j^e  they  would  come  down 

several  Nations,  to  acquaint  them  wUh  my  '^PP;';;3\;;";;   ,,  ,  ^ransmil  to  your  LordPP'  an 

to  my  house  with  all  possible  dispatch;    ^^y -"       "d  her  w.t^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^_^^^^^  ^^^^^^^^,^ 

authenticated  copy  of  my  proceedings  at  ^^     "^'^^^^uld  take  this  honour  upon  me.  and  as  he 

"  n'hinutmy  d„.y  to  «c<,uai„t  you,  Lord.hip,  wi.h  .h.  following  pa«lc«la™  relaciyo  .0  the 
Department  I  tim  no»  ptecclin.  „f  ,|,i.  Colony  on  the  confederate  nations ;  from 

j::;;!:r:::r--^^^^^^^^^^ 

'°t:';rn:;z;.:rB™X:;. «»» »--r  ori:rre:,;',:Lr:;::d  *:: 

.e,eral  of  the  n,o.t  leading  Men  .n  "-"I'P"  j^;'^  ^  l^ja  'enerardefeetion  fron,  u. 

amongst  the  whole  confederacy,  wno  m  the  P''^^'^"  .  P  ^;?^^;;J'7„;a,„,.  I  hope  in  a 
rr.X  do  not  sincerely  wish  us  success  and  are  not  ^J':^':;^:'Lons.  'if  we 
few  weeks  they  will  demonstrate  th,s  the.r  P^f"^  ^^?  "^  ;^^  "  "J  J,,,^  us.  should  be 

continue  to  exert  ourselves  with  the  sp.rU  wh.ch  seem[s]  P--J.^°  \  ^^^,^  „„,  ^ut  the 
Buccesslul,  and  right  n.easures  are  pursued  w.  h  ^'^^'^^^^j.'^;'  "  ™  ,„dians.  but  all 

„,,,,itious  and  deep  laid  schemes  ot  the  V^''"  "jl  Br  Sn  in  America,  will  not  only 
those  various  Nations  who  surround  the  Dom.nu  n  o    8-  ^  ^ir     a  n  ^^^^^^^^^^   ^ 

,,e  frn.trat.d  but  receive  a  mortal  wound.      1  rue  .t  '«\^'''^\;;°^;'^''",  '„,,-,,,,  ;„  „,y  hund.le 

expence  for  perhaps  some  years  -''  --^'X;:::;  :  „        w^^^^^ 

opinion  most  glaringly  deserve  .t,  and  »»-  benefit  al    --.";-  ^^,^^,^, -,„,        ed.  & 

Three  things  appear  to  me  necessary  to  be  put  m  exttut.on  w.m 
which  1  humbly  recommend  to  your  Lord.""  attention.  ^  ^^^^^, 

Ki.t:  that  the  complaints  of  the  Indmns  respectmg  ^  "' ;,,*^  ^^^^^  „„„  „,|;,  ^Lnly 
,npartial  consideration,  and  a  final  determ.nat.on  ^^f^^^^  J  ^^  „,  „,j  ,,,,H,.y  p.ople 
„p  ,,j..d  to  Governors  h.re,  hut  met  w.th  no  redress.  ^"^^^^V  l^'"^''  j,,^^,„,,  ,,,,;,,,,  u,e 
ul'tldH  Province  are  I   believe  concerned   in   ^''^  ;2' cl'oio      y  I^^^^^^  J-^'^ 

1.,,,,.  l.y  ,nost  to  heart,  are:  ^"y- --«";";;  .„t,,^rZro>pressed  and  I  fear  with 
is  done  them  therein.  I  an,  convinced  they  will  l"^  ^^^^.^^  ,/;,,,,,  „,«  „ot  e.,ual  to 
some  reason.     I  apprehend  the  con.mon  P"-;  ,"'    ';f  J^,;;  ^'^^y  „,.thod  to  terminate  by 

doubt  but  he  would  do  them  Justice,  an.i  this  they  depend  on. 
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The  Second  particular  which  I  would  humbly  recommend  to  your  LordPP'  attention  is :  To 
build  wooden  Forts  at  the  Chief  residing  place  of  each  Nation  who  can  be  prevailed  on  to 
admit  it;  to  keep  each  of  them  garrisoned  with  at  least  a  Lieut"  Party;  that  the  Officer  be 
judiciously  chosen,  laid  under  certain  restrictions^  and  that  to  both,  Officers  &  Men  by  encreasing 
their  Pay  or  l)y  some  other  methods,  it  be  made  an  eligible  duty. 

Thirdly:  That  a  provision  be  made  for  Gunsmiths  or  armourers,  to  reside  at  each  of  the 
said  Forts,  that  a  warehouse  of  such  commodities.  Rum  excepted,  as  Indians  are  in  the  most 
constant  want  of,  be  kept  in  or  near  siid  Forts,  to  be  sold  under  proper  regulations  by  persons 
understanding  their  language,  who  may  also  act  as  residents  and  Interpreters,  accountable  to 
the  Supperintendant  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  to  be  by  him  authorized,  and  that  no  other  person 
or  persons  do  presume  to  interfere  in  the  said  business. 

My  unwillingness  to  press  upon  YourLordPP'  patience,  and  the  call  of  the  public  upon  me  at 
this  interesting  juncture,  will  not  permit  me  to  enlarge  further  upon  these  hints,  to  which  I 
beg  leave  to  add,  the  securing  the  Navigation  of  Lake  P>ie  and  Lake  Ontario,  both  which 
I  am  glad  to  find  are  now  on  foot. 

Since  my  public  transactions  I  have  had  a  private  confere.ice  with  some  Indians  who  tell 
me,  their  chief  reasons  against  going  t'  General  Braddock's  assistance,  are,  that  as  they  doubt 
not  (Jov'  Dinwiddies  Influence  over  those  Southern  Nations  of  Indians  who  live  on  the  back 
of  Virginia,  will  procure  their  assistance  to  M^  Braddock,  and  that  if  those  and  they  were  to 
meet  together,  as  a  good  understanding  does  not  at  present  subsist  between  them,  some  Broils 
might  arise,  fatal  to  themselves,  and  very  disserviceable  to  our  Cause.  I  have  advised  General 
Braddock  hereof. 

Gov'^  Shirley  will,  I  make  no  doubt  find  as  many  Indians  at  and  about  Oswego  as  he  will 
want.  In  my  humble  opinion,  his  safety  does  not  require  any  in  his  way  up  thither  as  it  lays 
thro'  their  several  Countrys.  The  Indians  were  of  the  same  opinion  as  are  most  persona  whom 
I  have  heard  speak  on  the  subject. 

I  expect  upwards  of  300  will  join  me  in  my  March  towards  Crown  Point.  The  Colonies 
have  made  a  provision  only  for  300.  and  that  not  sufficient  in  many  articles. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  do  my  duty  in  the  station  I  am  placed  with  regard  to  the  Indian 
affairs,  to  the  utmost  of  my  abilities.  I  have  neither  spared  myself  Day  or  night,  and  have 
indeed  greatly  injured  my  health  by  it;  I  shall  however  rt^oice  if  my  conduct  meets  with  your 
LordPP*  approbation,  and  that  I  may  thereby  be  honoured  with  his  Maj'>«  gracious  acceptance 
of  my  duty  and  faithlullness: 

My  Lords,  Justice  and  Truth,  call  on  me  to  acknowledge,  the  faithfullness,  diligence  and 
capacity  of  the  Secretary  for  Indian  Affairs  in  the  execution  of  his  Office,  he  has  at  present  but 
about  £60  sterl^  per  annum  without  any  perquisites — I  am — My  Lords,  ettc. 

W"'  Johnson.' 

"  ColoncIJoiiJtiioM  wiirt  appointcl  M«jor-G«noral  in  tlie  rrovincidl  array  by  ComraiMioii,  benring  date  tfilli  April,   17,',5. 
Nftr-Yvrk  Doenmeatary  llixtory,  11.,  651.  —  Ki>. 
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NEW-YORK  COLONIAL  MANUSCRIPTS. 
Confe,-en«  M«ee.  M^jor-Ocnerd  Jol'nmn  a,u!  lU  Minns. 

[  New-Tork  Pnpen.,  CuncUo  Kk.,  Ko.  CB  ] 

A-   .,  of  the  Hon""  W-  Johnson  Esq",  sole  Superintendent  of  IncH.n 
"^'^  Etfth  iJne  conLerate  Nations  of  Indians,  at  a  public  n.eet.ng  held 
at  Mount  Johnson  in  the  Province  of  New  \ork. 


Names  of  the  Nine  Nations. 
Senecas 
Cayouges 
Oneidas 
Tuscarores 
Onondages 
Tiederigroenes 
Schanadarighroenes 
Delawares  &  Aughquages 
Upper  &  Lower  Mohawks 


.a  all  HOG  Men  Women  and 
Children  of  which  a  greater 
number  of  Men  than  were 
ever  before  known  at  any 
public  Meeting. 


Mount  Johnson,  Saturday  the  21.  June  1765.  P.  M. 


Present— The  Hon''"^  William  Johnson. 

The  lleV'  M'  Ogilvie  Indian  Missionary 

Ppter  Wraxall  Seer:  for  Indian  Afl'airs  ,  -,      ,       ^,  , 

M^Dall  Clause,  Arent  Stevens.  William  Printup,  and  Jacobus  Clement 

M'l^CrTlircIp'"  Stoddert,  Capt"  Butler  and  several  other  persons  attending. 


The  Hon""'  W"-  Johnson's  first  public  speech  to  the  Indians. 


N  B.  This  speech  was  translated  .id  wrote  in  ^^J^^^Z^^t^^^ 

German  Gentleman  of  education  who  hath    ^^^J;/;;        7^;    ^ "herein  he  was  assisted 
upperMohawkCastleinorder  tc.  ma  e  inmsdf  na^.^  g^^^.^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^,^^.^^^^, 

by  the  other  Interpreters  mule,  the  '"  P«^^^  ^.„,.„^,^t  „Ker8  of  the  Onondaga 

in  public  it  was  rea.l  in  Indian  to  two  dnef  ^-    "-  '  ^^  ^^  ^  J    „f  ,„,•„,,  ..u,,  their 

an  J  On,i<la  Nations,  and  was  'X;---'^,;!^';   ..    c     ed  Hea.   who  was  prompted  by 

consent  and  approbation,  by  tiieOnona^-^^  ^.^^^    ^   ^^^^  ^^.^^   ^^^^^^^..,,^,„ 

Brethren  of  tiie  Confederate  Nations  '->•«  Pr.irie.rs  from  your  eyes,  and  clear  your  throats, 
and  speake  without  constraint. 


^ 
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continent  with  a  large  number  of  armed  Men,  great  Guns  and  other  Implements  of  war,  to 
protect  you  and  all  his  other  subjects  within  these  his  Dominions  from  the  Insults  and 
encroachments  of  the  French. 

With  this  Great  Man  we  met  the  Governor  of  Virginia  and  another  great  warriour,  who 
commands  all  the  King's  ships  in  these  parts  of  the  World. 

At  this  meeting  a  great  Council  was  held,  many  important  affairs  were  considered  r.nd 
agreed  upon,  amongst  which,  the  welfare  and  interest  of  you  our  Brethren  bore  no  small  part 
and  I  assure  you  were  seriously  considered.  By  this  string  of  Wampum  I  confirm  the  truth 
of  this  account.  (g^ye  a  large  string  of  Warn"'). 

Brethren.  The  tree,  which  in  your  publick  speeches  and  private  applications  to  me,  you 
have  so  often  and  so  earnestly  desired  might  be  again  set  up,  is  now  raised  and  fixed  in  the 
earth  by  so  powerful  a  hand,  that  its  roots  will  take  a  firm  and  deep  footing,  and  its  branches 
be  a  comfortable  and  extensive  shade  for  you  and  all  your  allies  to  take  shelter  under  it.  For 
I  now  acquaint  you  that  the  Great  King  your  Father,  hath  granted  your  request,  and  that 
conformable  to  His  Instructions  to  General  Braddock,  I  am  appointed  to  the  sole  management 
and  superintendency  of  all  affairs  relating  to  you  and  your  Allies  which  may  be  transacted 
in  these  parts.  And  by  tiiis  Belt  1  now  invite  you  and  all  your  Allies  to  come  and  sit  under 
this  tree  where  you  may  freely  open  your  hearts  and  get  all  your  wounds  healed. 

(gave  a  Belt  of  Wampum). 

I  do  Bretheren,at  the  same  time  remove  the  Embers  which  remained  at  Albany  and  rekindle 
the  Fire  of  Council  and  Friendship  at  this  Place;  and  this  Fire  I  shall  make  of  such  wood  as 
will  give  the  clearest  light  and  greatest  warmth,  and  I  hope  it  will  prove  comfortable  and 
useful  to  all  such  as  will  come  and  light  their  pipes  at  it,  and  dazzle  and  scortch  all  those,  who 
are  or  may  be  Enemies  to  it.  I  expect  Bretheren  that  you  will  on  your  parts  increase  the 
Lustre  and  benefits  of  this  Fire,  by  keeping  it  dressed  up  and  attending  it  with  that  diligent 
zeal,  as  may  render  ic  not  only  a  blessing  to  yourselves  but  to  your  posterity.  To  obtain  and 
secure  these  salutary  ends,  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  for  you,  totally  to  extinguisii  all 
other  deceitful  and  unnatural  fires  which  are  made  up  to  mislead  and  in  the  end  destroy  both 
you  and  yours ;  to  confirm  and  enforce  your  compliance  with  what  I  have  now  said  on  this 
subject  I  give  you  this  Belt.  (gave  a  Belt  of  Wampum). 

Bretheren,  With  this  string  of  Wampum  I  make  this  Council  Room  clean  and  free  from 
everything  offensive,  and  I  hope  that  you  will  take  care  that  no  Snake  may  creep  in  amongst 
us  or  any  thing  which  may  obstruct  our  harmony  (gave  a  string  of  Wampum). 

Brethren.  I  must  admonish  and  exhort  you,  that  you  will  at  all  times,  but  more  especially 
at  this  important  conjuncture,  pluck  from  your  hearts,  and  cast  away  all  discord,  jealousies 
and  misunderstandings  which  may  subsist  t.iiiongst  you,  or  which  any  evil  spirit  mayendeavoui 
to  raise  in  your  hearts  —  Consult  together  with  that  love  and  confidence  which  becomes 
Bretheren  —  Let  your  general  interest  be  the  desire,  and  above  all  things  engage  the  attention 
of  every  particular  Man  amongst  you.  Unity  amongst  Brethren  is  the  best  &  surest  defence 
against  every  Enemy.  Brothers  joined  together  with  love  and  confidence  are  like  a  great 
Bundle  of  sticks  which  can  not  be  broke  whilst  they  are  bound  together,  but  when  separated 
from  each  other,  a  Child  may  breake  iheni.  (here  a  bundle  of  sticks  bound  together  were 
delivered  by  Coll:  Johnson  to  the  Speaker  who  with  a  very  lively  action  and  in  an  animated 
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!!„.  e.e.p«.e  Me.p.o.  and  -;-  ^^  rl^^llu  ut^ 
Bench-Upon  this  a  universal  ^hou   of  app  aus    was     v  ^^  Enemies  can  not  hurt 

Keep  in  Union  -d  love  with  one  another^^^^^^^^^^  J^^^^^^  ^^^  ^.^  ,     ,    „ 

you-but  if  you  are  ^^^T  t'ld  to  re'def  this  advice  which  I  have  given  you  effectual.  I 
destroyed.     To  fix  in  your  hearts  and  to  renaer  ^^^^  ^  g^,^  ^^ 

strengthen  it  with  this  Belt  of  Wampum 

,  •  ,  f,nm  His  Excell^^  General  Braddock  and  some 

Bretheren,     I  have  a  speech  to  g.ve  you  from  H^  ^  j''  ,  ^^all  deliver 

presents  which  the  great  King  your  ^^ther  hath  «  n   you  by  that  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^ 

you  this  speech  with  another  of  my  own  the  day  ^fter    omo  ro  ^^^^^^  ^,^^^^^,^^^ 

say  will  be  of  the  greatest  importance  to  you  all.  I  desire  that 
either  Men,  Women  or  Children. 

The  Coll :  then  told  them  he  had  done  for  this  time.- 

„r:T.:;;tr/i,roTrrr;;eee.e/,„.  .e,,...  «na,o,.e ,»..»» 

take  our  leave  of  you. 

Mount  Johnson  23.  June  1755 

Braddock's  speech  and  his  own  till  tomorrow  P.  M. 

Present— The  Hon^'^  William  Johnson. 

The  Rev*"  M'  Ogilvie  the  Missionary 
Peter  Wraxall  Seer :  &  the  Interpreters  as  before. 

Ueut«  Butler,  those  formerly  mentioned  and  many  other  persons  of  the 
neighbourhood  attending. 

Hendrick  the  Mohawk  Sachim  first  rose  up  ^^^f  ^  .^^^  Confederate  Nations  are 

and  disposed  to  hear  what  we  have  to  say  ? 

'  The  MohawWMheOnondagas  and  the  »-'«;^' ''"J/; ':,t  f  „ml  Nation.,  no,  wa.  any 
.he  Speaker  a,  al,  P""'""^^''- J°;:  ^^o:  l  c  eTo"!  a  .peaker  »a.  cho.en,  .he« 
preference  given  ""'""""f  "",,";'"' "T,"  „,„,,„„,.j  .  „„l  I  g|,e  yon  noliee  thai  our 
L.  no  fear  hut  every  '''^  "™  "''  ^  ^'^^^^^  i.'^eiJn  for  our  .peaker  at 

rre.r'v:urnlr:d'ylnrMe-^»  "»-  -  re.e.her  thi.  Cu.t».-[  . 
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great  Council  of  the  Sachims  &  Chief  Warriors  of  all  the  Nations  had  been  held  upon  this 
Reply  the  whole  morning  and  Hendrick  was  nominated  for  their  speaker  but  he  declined  it 
and  proposed  Kaghswughtioni  which  was  at  last  agreed  to.  This  Kaghswughtioni  for  some 
years  past  had  been  very  much  in  the  French  Interest  but  by  CoU :  Johnson's  influence  had 
been  shaken  in  his  attachment  towards  them,  and  the  Coll :  had  now  brought  him  quite  over 
to  ours].  Kaghswughtioni  then  rose  up  and  addressed  himself  to  CoU :  Johrfson  and  said 
as  follows : 

Brother  Wariaghejage  sole  Superintendent  of  our  Affairs,  and  all  you  who  are  here  present 
attend  to  what  I  am  going  to  say. 

We  the  Confederate  Nations  now  Assembled  do  by  this  String  of  Wampum  return  you  our 
Brotherly  thanks  for  the  ceremony  of  wiping  away  our  Tears  ettc  :— We  do  the  same  to  you 
for  every  cause  of  grief  you  may  have  had  and  we  also  clear  your  throat  and  Heart  that  you 
may  speake  to  us  with  an  unconstrained  freedom.  We  coadole  with  our  Brethren  the  English 
for  all  the  Blood  which  hath  been  spilt  by  the  French  and  ,11  other  Enemies. 

'gave  a  string  of  Wampum) 

Brother.  If  we  are  deficient  in  any  manner  of  form  or  should  forget  to  answer  in  a  particular 
manner  any  part  of  your  speech,  we  hope  you  will  excuse  us.  We  only  depend  upon  our 
Memories  and  cannot  have  recourse  as  you  may  to  any  written  records. 

Brother.  We  take  very  kindly,  and  thank  you  for  the  relation  you  have  given  us  of  your 
Journey  to  Virginia  and  what  passed  at  the  Great  Council  there,  and  we  are  thankful  to  the 
great  King  our  Father  for  sending  over  Gen'  Braddock  with  so  many  of  his  warriors  and  great 
Guns  to  secure  our  Lands  from  the  encroachments  of  the  French 

(gave  a  string  of  Wampum). 

Brother.  We  were  grieved  and  distressed  whilst  the  Tree  lay  down.  We  are  with  the 
utmost  gratitude,  sensible  of  the  King  our  Father's  goodness  and  kindness  towards  us  in 
granting  our  request,  which  was  made  from  the  bottom  of  our  hearts,  to  have  it  raised  up 
again.  We  are  universally  rejoiced  to  see  this  Tree  replanted  and  thjjt  in  so  setronga  manner; 
we  hope  it  will  be  nourished  by  refreshing  streams,  that  it  may  grow  up  as  high  as  the  heavens, 
and  be  proof  against  every  envious  wind ;  that  it[s]  branches  may  be  large  and  numerous  enough 
to  afford  sutticient  shelter  for  us  and  all  our  Brethren,  to  come  and  consult  under  it ;  and  that 
our  Children's  Children  may  bless  the  hand  that  planted  it.  (gave  a  Belt). 

Brother.  We  li..ve  been  long  in  darkness,  and  we  are  extreamly  obliged  to  the  King  our 
Father,  for  now  restoring  us  to  that  clear  and  comfortable  light  which  in  old  times  cheared  our 
Forefathers,  by  appointing  You  to  the  sole  Management  of  our  affairs,  who  have  always 
treaded  us  kindly  and  honestly  and  whom  we  look  upon  a?  oir  own  flesi'  and  Blood.  You 
last  year  to  our  great  satisfaction  made  up  the  Fire  at  Onondaga  of  such  wood  as  will  never 
burn  out.  As  to  the  Fire  at  Albany  it  was  so  low  and  so  bad,  that  we  could  not  find  even  u 
spark  to  light  a  pipe  at  it,  &  we  can  not  express  our  joy,  that  here  we  shall  now  have  a  fire 
that  will  answer  every  purpose  we  wish  for,  and  that  it  will  never  be  extinguished.  We  look 
on  you  Brother,  as  the  King  our  Fathers  representative  and  that  we  are  under  your  direction 
and  disposal,  and  the  fire  you  have  kindled  here,  as  well  as  that  at  Onondaga,  we  wil'  cherish, 
and  all  other  fires  we  thus  kick  away  (here  the  Speaker  kicked  with  his  foot)  as  unnatural  anc 
hateful  to  us.  —  [The  Speaker  then  presented  a  Belt  of  Wampuia  to  Coll:  Johnson  and  made 
three  low  bows  and  all  the  Indians  gave  a  shout.] 


Hi 
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Brother.     We  are  much  oh.ged  to  you  for  renewing  ^^^^^X'o^e^Z^^^:::^ 
of  these  things,  and  we  ^1-".  you  ^r  puUng  "- ^^^^^^^^^ 

place ;  and  we  assure  you  we  w,ll  on  our  parts  P  ^^  Wampum). 

thing  that  may  be  hurtful  or  unfriendly.  \b 

„„i.„  which  rendered  ou,  l-orefalher,  formidable  and  happy.^ ^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^^^^ 

Here  the  Speaker  made  a  bow  and  sat  down. 

■r„e  Chief  Saehi.  of  On.ida  .hen  rose  up  and  addres,ing  hin,,e,f  to  the    Mohawk,, 

Ouondagas  and  Senecas,  and  said : 

Fathers  and  Elder  Brothers.  rnnnochouisie  is  dead  we  raise  up  this 

We  acquaint  you  that  as  one  of  our  Sachims  called  Connochqu>«^e  ^F^^^^^^ 

Boy  (presenting  one)  in  his  room  and  g.ve  him  ^1-  --  ^  ^      f  en  h  ^^^^ 

toColi:  Johnson  and  said  the  same  -^"^-^^^^^^.'^.^.Hrap'ointme.t'and desired 
Johnson  took  the  Lad  by  the  hand,  and  sa  d  he  was  P'^^^^^JJ"  f'   ^^^jj  ,,,,^h  him  as 

the  Sachems  of  that  Nation,  to  introduce    .m   o  -°;7;  -;;37;^^  respectful  and 

,,,„,._Cor:  Johnson    then   returned   the  ^ZTullZoelX^^^^ 
affectionate  answer  to  his  speech;  ^"V^^T'l'    f  rtl^^r  "o    av  iVthem,  and  that  two  Cannon 

Mount  Johnson  25  June  1756. 

time  to  examine  them  till  this  mcrnmg. 

PBESENT-Peter  Wraxall  Secr:-Arent  Stevens  interpreter. 

1  A-        o..^« .  Th-vt  at  the  Falls  of  Oswegoe  IJiver  he  met 
The  Chief  Man  of  the  said  two  Indians  «=»y  *  J  f^'^^  ^^'^f  g^,e,achie   w..ich   is   below 
an  Indian  who  had  lived   at  the   new   F--'' ,    ""^X^,  ^'^.^"olys  before;  that  he  sat 
Cadaraehqui  on  th>  River  S'  Lawrence  and  ^^^  le  t      -.bout  8  or  lo      y  ^    ^^_^^^^^^ 

down  and  entered  •   Ic  conversation  with  lum  -'^.^h;;'^^^^^^;^;^  Fren  ii  hal  drawn  .way  to 
That  he  and  the  other  Indians  of  the  Six  ^^^^^  J^  7;^;^  ^^     "    r  want  of  provisions. 
3ettle  at  Sweegachie  were  obliged  to  ^^^'^  ;'lX^^':^^;,^^,,  that  way  to  the 
f  ,  .h.,t  ill  WIS  eiven  away  to  and  consumed  by  the  iriops.  wniui 
O  io"    ,",::. iSi.ri».  w'ho  wa.  .euied  a.  Sweegachie  had  ea  .  a.  P  ace^  ^^^ 

.,hat  ,,e  .oid  hi.  ,.00.  ;;3;;:^.«™;;:„  ::t.  :,.  ::'C.  .0  r™,,  ..,l  . 

Troops  kept  in  garrison  at  Ladaraciiqui  run,  aim 
the  Ohio. 
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He  told  him  there  was  another  Indian  whom  he  expected  to  come  along,  and  if  he  would 
wa>t  he  might  have  more  news  fron.  him.  He  did,  and  the  second  Indian  came  up  to  them. 
Tins  Indian  confirmed  what  the  other  said,  and  added  that  800  more  Troops  had  passed 
Sweegachie  since  the  above  mentioned  1200  bound  also  for  Ohio.  That  at  Cadarachqui  Fort 
tiiere  used  commonly  to  be  but  4.  Cannon  but  that  there  were  now  15.  that  the  walls  were 
about  two  foot  md  a  half  thick,  he  shewed  it  with  a  stick.  That  the  Gov'  of  Canada  had 
insisted  upon  each  of  the  Castles  of  Indians  settled  round  about  Canada  to  give  him  ten 
warriors  a  piece  to  go  to  Ohio.  &  ten  also  from  Sweegachie;  but  that  the  Indians  were 
displeased  at  the  demand  and  with  the  warlike  proceedings  at  Ohio,  that  it  was  with  great 
difficulty  the  Gov'  of  Canada  could  prevail  on  the  Indians  to  grant  him  any  warriors,  but  at 
length  he  obtained  five  from  each  Castle  and  had  the  same  number  from  Sweegachie. 

That  the  French  Officer  at  Cadaraghqui  had  asked  him  if  the  Fort  at  Oswego  was  a  strong 
one,  he  told  him  it  was.  the  OITicer  said :  no.  it  is  not.  I  can  push  it  down  with  a  stick. 

He  likewise  told  him  all  the  Indians  were  leaving  the  settlement  of  Sweegachie  for  want  of 
provisions.  Our  Indians  having  gained  this  Intelligence  thought  it  unnecessary  to  go  to 
Cadarr.chqu'  themselves  &  so  returned. 

Last  night  Uie  .couting  party  sent  the  7.  ins.:  to  spy  at  Crown  Point  returned,  and  say  they 
could  make  no  d.scove-ies,  that  all  seemes  very  still  there,  and  that  they  did  not  see  even  a 
Centinell  at  the  gate. 


Mount  Johnson  24.  June  1755.  P.  M. 
The  Honb"  William  .lohnson's  second  speech  to  the  Sachf.ms   and  Warriors 
of  the  Confederate  Nations. 

Present—         The  Honb"'  William  Johnson 

The  Rev"  M'  Ogilvie  Missionary. 

Peter  Wraxall  secretary  for  Indian  Affairs. 

The  Interpreters  as  before. 

Most  of  the  persons  who  attended  yesterday  ettc: 

The  same  methods  were  taken  with  this  speech  which  are  notifyed  at  the  Coil's  first  Speech 
only  that  Hendrick  the  Mohawk  sachem  was  joined  with  the  Onondaga  and  Onejda  Sachems 
and  all  three  divided  the  delivery  of  it  between  them.  The  Secretary  for  ladian  Aff-airs  read 
it  first  aloud  in  English  by  Coll :  Johnson's  Orders. 

N  B.  Coll:  Johnson  had  designed  to  have  delivered  General  Braddocks  speech  before  he 
did  this,  but  he  afterwards  judged  this  would  be  a  proper  introduction  to  that,  and  the  Sachems 
he  consulted  and  who  assisted  in  speaking  this  speech  told  him.  it  would  be  more  adviseable 
to  prepare  the  Indians  for  General  Braddock's  spe-ch.  by  giving  them  the  first. 

Bretheren  Sachems  fnd  Warriours  of  the  Confederate  Nations  here  present.— With  this 
string  of  Wawipum  I  pick  your  ears  and  I  desire  you  will  give  the  most  serious  attention  to 
ell  I  shall  now  say  to  you  (gave  a  strng  of  Wampum) 

Behold  Bretheren  these  great  Books  [Four  folio  Volumes  of  the  Records  of  Indian  Affairs 
which  lay  upon  the  Table  before  the  Colonel]  They  are  Records  of  the  many  solemn  Treaties 
and  the  various  transactions  which  have  passed  between  your  Forefathers  and  you:  Bretheren 
Vol.  VI.  12a 
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.,e  En,nsh.  a.o  between  .any  of  you  here  P^^  ^J  ^  ^f  I^^r^r^S^^d 
we,,  know  and  these  BooUs  te.tif.e  that  \*  j^" ^  "^^  .  .f  ,,„,,  Jee  we  shook  hands 
ours  became  known  to  each  other.- That  "P^^'nto  a  covenant  of  Brotherly  love  and 
and  finding  we  should  be  useful  to  one  --^  -;^";7;  '  "  rby  a  Rope,  yet  lest  this  Rope 
mutual  friendship.-And  tho'  we  were  at  ^"^  ""^J  ^^^'^  ;^f '  J,,,^  chain-lest  time  and 
should  grow  Rotten  and  break,  ^  .''«^;"";  ^^^^^^j'^.'^Ca^  n.ade  one  of  Silver;  the 
accident  might  rust  and  destroy  ^'^-.^'j'^^:'  ^^  Jj  ^yLThe  ends  of  this  Silver  chain 
strength  and  brightness  of  wh.ch  would  bu    eject  to    o  d  cay  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^ 

we  fixt  to  the  immovenWe  '-""t-"«' """^  ^^"    "^  ;; 'j^^^^^^^^ 

n.ortal  Enemy  might  be  able  to  -move   t      ^n  th     my  Bre  y  ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^ 

know  also  that  this  Covenant  Chan,  of  ove  ^'  ^  "  ^^^^^  ^^  „^^^  „,,,r  spilt  in  anger  one 
Enemies  and  ours,  that  by  keep.ng  ,t  ^>^;«  ^  ^  ;"",  ^^  ;,Lt  from  the  beginning  to  this 
drop  of  each  other's  blood  to  th.s  day.-\ou  7''  J"^;^  ^^^  ,,,^3  Covenant  Chain  in  the 
Je  we  have  almost  every  )--  -'^^^^  ^^j,  ^^^  one  body,  one  blood  and  one 
most  publick  &  solenm  manner.     You  know  tha  ^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^,^^^  ^^^ 

Sto^rAl,:^::^  Z  Z::^  ;«-  -I-hLs  mto  this  covenant  Cham  as  Brethren, 
we  have  always  considered  and  treated  as  such.  declared  and 

Bretheren.     You  know  also,  that  from  ^  ;JX    fjj  .^^ 
most  cruel  Enemies-Did  they  no  sltr  "    -'» J-  ^^^  "  ""lly  and  treacherously  drive  your 
and  cut  you  off  from  the  face  of  the  Earth  1  ^fJ^^'^J^l^^^,,,,  ,,  where  you  are  now 
Forefathers  from  their  ancient  hab.taUons  and  obhged  t^--  to    en  y^^  ^^^ 

settled,  didtheynot  still  continue  te.rDev.    an    B,^od^^^  ^^^  J  J       ^^^  ^,^„^ 

endeavour  many  and  many  t.mes  to  burn  ^'^«««  J"";  ,^^3^  tj^^s  of  your  distress, 

Women  and  Children?  did  not  your  Bretheren  tl-  ^^"8'^    ^"  ^'^«  \^^^  j,^^„„  ^ 

support  and  assist  you  with  arms  ^.^^^^^J^J^Z^Z  t'eir  Indians,  bring  off  a 
strong,  did  we  not  go  out  to  wr^  wth-you  "S^jl^e  French  in  Canada  tremble?  did  not 
great  Number  of  prisoners  and  Sea  ps.  and  -'^;;'  '^^"^;;j;'^.,,  „«.  y^,  were  become  so 
The  French -find  that  by  your  entering  '"/«  ^  ^°^^"^";  ^''"J  ,^  did  they  not  then  make 
strong  and  powerful,  that  they  could  not    --y/-^^^^^,^-  La'sincere  to  these 

peace  with  you  and  pretend  a  ^"-f  ?  f  y°,;  J  i;^-!  when  war  was  in  their  hearts?  did 
professions?  no.  did  they  not  talk  0  P^;-  ^  ^^  '  ^^^  ^,,,,,,,  ,;,  they  not  under  the 
they  not  smile  on  you  when  ^^^^^ '^'^^^  '^^f/^^'^"  .^.t  Cadarachqui?  did  they  not  make 
professions  of  friendship,  betray,  deceive  and  murde    you  j        Mohawks?  do  not 

war  on  and  kill  you  at  the  Senecas  the  Onondagas  the  CWas  ^^^^.^ 

tbe  bones  of  your  Forefathers  rema.n  a  ^-;' ^^^^J^  *  ;:;,';,r„ge  their  foul  dleds?  did 
children,  ever  to  mistrust  the  a.r  speeches  "^^J  /  "^^J,  Pegged  your  leave  to  build 
they  not  impose  on  your  ^^.^^l!^^'''' ''\' """^^^^^^^^^  Sds.and  instead  thereof 

small  houses  at  Cadarachqu.,  N-agara  and  Cro«n  ^  « -;  "P°     ^         „^,,  ^.^j,      ,,ement  with 

build  Forts  and  put  soldiers  »''"-" '^°"^;  7^  ^^^^/^.^htts  encroachments,  did  you  not 
you?  and  in  order  to  secure  yourselves  ^'^^  '^'\\''''''T'l  ^.^^^,  King  of  England  your 
'put  all  yottr  lands  under  the  protecUon  '^l'^^^;^^  o^b  Nation,  an/which  the 
rr ;::  ;r  r  ::;i:rr  ^r  r  :Xrwards  demde  some  of  you  and  partly 

'  ,.  Qui  would  b«  subjsct  to  no  decay.  -Ed. 
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by  art,  and  partly  by  force,  build  a  strong  IIousu  even  at  your  Castle  at  Onondaga?  and  did 
not  tbe  Great  Quieder  come  up,  pull  it  down  and  burned  it  to  the  ground,  and  to  your  great 
joy  drive  the  French  Men  away  ? 

I  should  never  make  an  end,  if  I  were  to  relate  to  you,  how  often  and  how  much  of  your 
blood  the  French  have  spilt  — how  frequently  they  have  deceived  and  endeavoured  by  their 
wicked  lies  and  abominable  Arts,  to  make  you  suspicious  of  us  your  Bretheren,  and  to  prevail 
on  you  to  breake  the  Covenant  Chain  of  Your  Forefathers;  when  these  base  methods  would 
not  fully  succeed,  have  they  not  often  and  that  lately,  like  Devils  in  the  shape  of  Men,  poisoned 
some  of  your  wisest  Sachems  and  greatest  wa-riors  who  were  the  best  friends  to  your  Bretheren 
the  English?  did  they  not  six  years  ago,  send  a  body  of  armed  Men  under  the  Command  of 
Mons'  Celleron,  to  surprise  and  cut  off"  your  Bretheren  at  the  Ohio,  which  they  would  in  all 
probability  have  succeeded  in,  had  I  not  prevented  it,  by  giving  them  timely  notice  of  their 
danger?  have  they  not  absolutely  taken  possession  of  your  best  Hunting  grounds  at  Ohio  and 
built  Forts  thereon,  contrary  to  your  inclinations,  as  you  have  often  declared  to  meV 

Thus  have  in  the  shortest  manner  I  was  able,  rehearsed  to  you  some  of  the  chief  matters 
which  have  passed  in  old  times  and  in  these  our  days,  between  you  and  your  Bretheren  the 
English;  also  the  behaviour  of  your  ancient  and  most  bloody  Enemies  the  French,  who  are  in 
their  hearts  still  the  same,  whatever  they  may  profess  with  their  lips.  I  know  that  most  of 
these  things  have  been  handed  down  to  you  by  your  Forefathers,  and  that  many  of  your 
Sachems  here  present,  can  in  a  great  measure  witness  the  truth  of  them.  However,  I  thought 
it  necessary  at  this  important  time,  to  give  you  this  general  relation,  that  your  young  people 
may  put  it  into  their  hearts,  and  I  give  you  this  Belt  of  Wampum  as  a  testimony  that  what  I 
have  told  you  is  truth  and  fact  (gave  a  Belt). 

And  now  my  Bretheren,  I  ask  you,  and  I  desire  every  Man  present  to  put  his  hand  on  his 
heart  and  ask  himself  seriously  this  question  :  wUo  have  been,  who  are  the  Frivmh  and  bretheren  of 
the  Five  Confederate  Nations  and  their  Allies  ?  the  English  or  the  French  ?  Does  it  require  any 
time  to  consider?  does  it  require  any  argument  to  determine?  if  you  can  be  one  moment  in 
doubt,  I  must  tell  you,  you  will  not  act  like  the  Children  of  those  Brave  &  honest  Men,  whom 
you  call  your  Forefathers,  but  like  French  Men  in  the  shape  of  the  Five  Nations.  Are  you 
indeed  our  Brethren?  Are  you  the  Children  of  our  ancient  friends^ and  brothers?  Are 
you  those  Sachems  and  Warriors  of  the  Five  Confederate  Nations,  whom  the  Great  King  of 
England,  the  best  and  most  upright  Prince  in  the  world,  loves  and  honours  as  his  Wise,  his 
Warlike  and  dutiful  Children  ?  Are  you  the  BretheVen  of  the  English  ?  Are  you  my  Brothers 
also?  I  hope  you  are,  and  if  so,  I  am  sure  you  can  not  in  your  hearts  deny,  but  that  the 
English  have  ever  been,  still  are,  and  while  you  remain  true  to  your  solemn  engagements  and 
keep  the  Covenant  Chain  unbroken,  1  assure  you  will  ever  be,  your  affectionate  Bretheren  & 
steady  friends;  And  that  on  the  other  hand,  the  French  have  been  and  still  are  in  their  hearts, 
Enemies  whom  you  are  at  all  times  bound  to  suspect  &  detest. 

Thus  I  am  sure  you  ought  to  think,  and  I  am  persuaded  do  think.  Be  Men  therefore,  and 
be  neither  affraid  nor  ashamed,  with  one  Uinted  voice  to  make  an  honest  and  open  profession 
thereof.     I  call  on  you  by  this  large  Belt  of  Wampum     (gave  a  large  belt  of  Wampum). 

Bretheren.  Whatever  Reports  the  French  may  artfully  spread  amongst  you  to  alarm  & 
excite  jealousies  in  you  against  the  English  your  Ancient  Bretheren,  your  sincere  Friends  and 
Faithfull  Allies,  believe  me  they  are  false,  raised  only  to  ruin  and  enslave  you,  to  establish 
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their  own  power,  and  then  execute  upon  you  &  yours  that  malice  and  hatred  which  they  now 
keep  concealed.     Be  wise  then  my  Bretheren  and  in  order  to  remove  from  you  any  jealousies 
which  those  vile  lies  and  abominable  arts  of  our  Enemies  the  French  may  make  you  harbour 
against  your  Bretheren  the  English-I  call  that  Almighty  Spirit  above  to  witness  who  made  us  all, 
aid  knows  our  hearts,  who  created  the  sun  which  shines  upon  us,  and  in  whose  hands  are  0.  Thund^ 
and  Lightning,   That  we  your  Bretheren  have  no  ill  designs  whatsoever  agamst  you.     [  The  b  rench 
have  lately  propagated  amongst  our  Indians  that  the  English  mtend  to  environ  and  cut  them 
off   and  as  the  present  armaments  without  any  formal  declaration  of  War  have  raised  the 
attention  and  caused  some  serious  surprise  in  the  Indians,  they,  who  are  naturally  suspicious 
have  been  much  affected  by  these  Reports.     Colonel  Johnson  therefore  thought  it  necessary  to 
make  the  above  declaration  in  such  solemn  terms,  thinking  it  would  be  the  most  effectual 
method  to  prevent  hereafter  the  influence  of  these  base  &  pernicious  reports  of  the  French 
from  having  the  effects  they  propose,  and  to  establish  the  confidence  of  the  Indians  m  ou 
ntTgrity]    K  you  will  stand  by  and  uphold  the  Covenant  Chain  of  Your  Forefathers-  if  you  will 
contLe  to  be  dutiful  &  faithful  children  to  the  great  King  of  England  your  Father,  if  you 
will  be  true  Brothers  to  the  English,  and  neither  enter  into  any  underhand  engagements  w.  h 
the  French,  or  into  any  Treaties  with  them  against  your  Bretheren  the  English   If  you  w  11 
do  this  with  sincerety  and  keep  it  truly  and  honestly-I  am  now  ready  with  this  Belt  m 
the  Great  King  Your  Father's  Name,  to  renew,  to  make  more  strong  and  bright  than  ever  the 
Covenant  Chain  of  love  and  friendship,  between  all  the  English  upon  this  Continent  and  ycu 
the  Confederate  Nations  here  present,  your  Allies  and  Dependants.     And  that  it  be  now  agreed 
between  us.  that  those  who  are  Friends  or  Enemies  to  the  English,  shall  be  considered  as  such 
bv  the  said  Confederate  Nations  their  Allies  and  Dependents,  and  that  your  I- nends  and 
Enemies  shall  be  ours.  (Here  the  Union  Belt  was  g.ven ). 

Bretheren.     It  is  not  that  the  English  are  affraid  of  the  French  or  any  of  their  Enemies,  that 
1  make  you  this  offer;  it  is  because  your  Father  the  Great  King  of  England  loves  and  honours 
the  memory  of  your  Forefathers,  and  is  inclined  to  treat  you,  their  Children,  as  his  Children, 
provided  you  will   be  as  dutiful  and  faithful  as  they  were.     He  is  willing  and  he  is  able  to 
Ltect   von,  your  wives  and  Children  from  the  power  and   Enmity  of  the  French.     And  lie  is 
determined  to  drive  »11  the  Frenchmen  into  their  Country  of  Canada,  for  which  purpose  his 
Wirriors  are  now  gathered  together  with  their  swords  in  their  hands,  his  great  guns  are  loaded 
and  all  his  warlike  instruments  are  sharpened  and  rea.ly.     If  you  will  therefore  be  so  wanting 
to  your  own  interest,  as  to  join  with  the  Enemies,  or  will  refuse  to  go  to  war  with  your  h  ather 
and  Bretheren,  you  will  draw  upon  your  own  heads  the  fatal  consequence  of  your  wickedness 
and  your  folly -If  you  iiave  any  regard  for,  if  you  have  that  confidence  I  have  reason  to 
expect  in  me  your  Brother  and  friend,  ibr  whom  yon  have  always  expressed  an  affection  and 
who,  you  know  has  never  deceived  you-hearken  to  my  advice-I  love  yoa  and  speake  lor 
vour  Lod-Stand  by  your  Ihethercn  the.  Engli,h-doui  break  your  Covenant  Cham  with  them. 
It  not  the  French  boastings  or  lies  deceive  you.     The  English  have  indeed  been  long  adeep. 
but  now,  they  are  thoroughly  awake;  they  are  slow  to  spill  blood,  but  when  they  begin,  they 
are  like  an  angry  Wolf,  and  the  French  will  tly  before  then,  like  Deer.     Now  is  your  tune. 
Brothers  to  chose,  which  side  you  will  be  of;  if  you  are  wise  you  want  but  l.llle  time  to 
determine,  but  upon  this  determination  depends  the  future  happiness  of  yourselves,  your  Wives 
&  children  after  you. 
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Bretheren,  Here  is  a  speech  I  received  a  few  days  Jigo  from  our  Brother  Schaaoradjady  in 
answer  to  one  I  soma  time  ago  sent  him  and  which  I  shall  now  read  to  you :  viz': 

Fort  Cumberland  15  May  1756. 

Brother.  This  day  I  received  a  speech  delivered  me  by  Geo.'ge  Croghan  in  your  name.  I 
have  been  here  these  four  days  waiting  on  the  General  with  all  the  Warriors  I  had  at  George 
Croghan's  house,  he  himself  came  in  company  with  us. 

Brother.  1  am  glad  to  hear  our  Father  the  King  of  England  has  appointed  you  to  take  care 
of  the  Indians.  You  are  well  known  to  us  and  a  Man  we  can  trust.  I  answer  you  that  I  and 
all  my  people  here  wilt  heartily  join  the  General  and  go  with  him  to  fight  the  French,  and  I 
hope  you  will  send  what  warriors  you  can  spare  to  join  us  and  we  assure  you  we  shall  always 
be  ready,  and  to  confirm  what  we  now  say  to  you  we  present  you  this  Belt  of  Wampum. 

( Gave  a  Belt). 

Now  Bretheren.  After  all  I  have  said  and  when  you  see  by  this  speech,  that  our  Bretheren 
to  the  Southward  have  joined  General  Braddock,  and  determined  to  go  with  him  and  fight  the 
French,  and  when  I  tell  you  also  that  by  this  letter  which  I  received  at  the  same  time  from  M' 
Croghan  who  is  likewise  with  General  Braddock,  tliat  great  numbers  of  other  Indians  are  daily 
expected  at  the  Camp  with  the  same  intentions.  1  say  after  ail  these  things,  if  you  our 
Bretheren  whose  courage  and  Bravery  are  known  far  and  near,  and  from  whom  we  have  a 
right  to  expect  the  warmest  Zeal  towards  us,  should  on  this  great  occasion  show  yourselves 
cool  and  inactive;  shall  not  we  have  reason  to  think,  will  not  the  surrounding  Nations  believe 
eithei  that  you  lost  your  ancient  Bravery,  or  that  the  Covenant  Chain  of  friendship  and 
alliance  no  longer  exists  between  the  English  Nation  and  you. —  I  am  ordered  to  go  myself 
with  a  considerable  number  of  your  Bretheren  from  the  neighbouring  Provinces  over  whom  I 
am  appointed  to  the  Chief  Command  with  great  guns  and  other  implements  of  war,  to  drive 
the  French  from  their  encroachnientson  your  hunting  grounds  in  this  Province;  if  you  will  be 
dutiful  to  the  King  your  Father,  if  you  will  be  I'uithful  to  your  Bretheren  the  English,  if  you 
will  treat  me  as  your  Brother,  Go  with  me.  My  war  kettle  is  on  the  Fire,  my  Canoe  is  ready 
to  put  in  the  water,  my  Gun  is  loaded,  my  sword  by  my  side,  and  my  Ax  is  sharpened.  I 
desire  and  expect  you  will  now  take  up  the  Ilatcliet  and  join  us,  your  Bretheren  against  all  oi  r 
Enemies.  Bretheren.  I  well  know  the  Coghnawngns  are  as  your  own  Hesh  &  blood.  We 
look  upon  them  at  present  as  our  Brelhern  also,  and  to  convince  you,  how  tender  I  am  of  every 
one  who  belongs  to  you,  I  promise  you,  I  will  take  every  method  in  my  power  to  make  the 
Coghnawagas  sensible  of  their  irue  Interest  on  the  present  occasion,  and  to  prevent  if  I 
possibly  can,  one  drop  of  their  blood  from  being  spilt  by  us;  and  to  obtain  this  desirable  end, 
I  make  no  doubt  you  will  lend  me  your  assistance;  but  if  neither  your  endeavours  nor  mine 
will  perswade  them  to  get  out  of  the  way  of  mischief,  they  must  lake  what  follows.  I  will 
treat  those  who  go  with  me  as  Bretheren,  and  in  their  absence  take  care  and  support  the  Old 
Men,  the  women  and  Children  who  belong  to  them.  Dont  you  already  see  the  King  your 
Father  is  resolved  to  secure  you  and  your  ("lountry  by  sending  his  Troops  to  Oswego,  and  many 
more  are  pelting  ready  to  go  there,  so  that  if  the  Fri-nch  should  attempt  your  destruction,  we 
shall  be  between  you  and  them  and  stand  their  warmcHl  attacks.  If  alter  all  these  friendly 
exhortations  and  sincere  promises  made  to  you,  you  should  be  still  obstinate  and  blind  to  your 
own  Interest,  I  am  determined  to  demit  the  management  of  your  nllairs  entirely  and  leave 
this  Country. 
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By  this  large  Belt  therefore  1  call  on  you  to  raise  up  like  honest  and  Brave  Men  and  join 
your  Bretheren  and  me  P^ainst  our  common  Enemy  and  by  it  I  confirm  the  assurances  I  have 
given  you.-(Hereupon  Coll :  Johnson  himself  presented  the  War  Belt  to  Abraham  a  Chief 
Sachem  of  the  upper  Mohawk  Castle.) 

When  the  Speech  was  ended  Coll :  Johnson  told  them  that  as  it  was  a  very  long  one  and 
contained  several  matters  of  great  consequence  at  this  important  time.  He  desired  they  would 
appoint  a  deputrttion  from  each  Nation  to  go  now  up  stairs  with  him,  where  the  speech  should 
be  again  read  over  to  them  that  it  might  be  fully  imprinted  on  their  memories. 

They  accordingly  appointed  their  deputies  and  M'  Clause  read  it  over  and  was  assisted  by 
the  Interpreters  and  some  Sachems  in  the  pronunciation,  and  they  said  they  now  had  it  perfectly. 

Coll:  Johnson  gave  notice  that  to-morrow,  he  would  deliver  them  General  Braddocks  speech. 

And  then  this  days  conference  broke  up : 


Mount  Johnson.  25  June  1755.  P.  M. 


'!• 


Present — as  yesterday. 


The  same  method  was  made  use  of  in  translating  and  delivering  the  following  speech  as  is 
mentioned  to  have  been  observed  in  Coll :  Johnson's  two  former  speeches. -This  speech  was 
spoke   wholly   by   Kaghswughtioni    the    Onondaga    Sachem,   prompted    by   Hendrick    the 

Mohawk  Sachem. 

All  being  seated  and  ready,  Hendrick  by  Coll :  Johnson's  directions  said : 

Brethren  and  Warriors  of  the  Confederate  Nations :  Attend  to  the  speech  of  his  Excell'' 

General  Braddock.  t   j-       ait- 

The  speech  was  first  read  in  English  by  the  Secretary  for  Indian  Affairs. 

To  the  Sachems,  Warriors  and  Great  Men  of  the  Six  Nations. 

The  speech  of  his  Excel!'"  Edward  Braddock  Esq"  General  and  Commander  in 
Chief  of  all  His  Britanic  Majesty's  forces  in  North  America. 

Brothers  His  Mnj'"  the  Great  King  of  Kngland  our  Father  being  absolutely  determined  to 
punish  with  the  utmost  severity  Our  and  your  Enemies  the  French,  who  have  unjustly  invaded 
his  frontiers  and  your  hunting  grounds  contrary  to  your  consent  and  have  committed  great 
hostilities  against  you  and  your  Bretheren  the  English  inhabiting  these  Colonies  for  many 
years  all  which  is  verv  well  known  to  you  ;  and  also  to  chastize  those  Indians  who  have  dared 
to  take  up  the  Hatchet  and  to  join  with  the  King  our  Father's  Enemies,  who  are  too 
treacherous  to  be  confided  in,  and  too  weak  to  support  them,  has  therefore  sent  me  with  a  very 
large  Force  of  Men  and  all  kinds  of  w-»rlike  instruments  from  England,  to  recover  his  own 
Dominions  and  your  possessions  and  to  drive  these  Invaders  for  ever  from  you. 

I  send  this  by  Coll  :  Johnson  one  of  my  ollicers  to  whom  I   have   committed   the   lole 
mnnauement  of  all  Affairs,  between  our  Father  the  King  and  Your,  and  what  he  is  going  to 
Bay  to  you  1  desire  you  to  receive  as  my  own  words,     in  coulirmation  thereof  I  give  you  a 
'  ,      ,  ,,,  (Gave  a  Belt). 

Belt  of  Wampum  ^ 

Brothers.     You  are  very  sensible  of  the  great  friendship  and  affection  which  has  subsisted 
between  the  English  and  your  Nations,  for  many  generations,  and  thot  the  t  rench  by  their 
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unjust  invasions  of  your  lands,  and  cruel  behaviour  to  you  and  Your  Bretheren,  the  English, 
are  endeavouring  all  in  their  power  to  make  a  Breach  between  us  and  you  and  to  rust  the 
Cham  which  1  I  now  remained  clear  and  which  I  am  determined  to  brighten  in  hopes  it  will 
continue  so  while  the  sun  and  Moon  gives  light  ( Oave  a  Belt ). 

Brother  Sachems  &  Warriors  of  the  Six  Nations. 

Remember  and  take  notice,  that  I  now  desire,  you  will  immediately  take  up  the  Hatchet 
against  the  French  and  their  Indians,  and  that  with  a  fixed  resolution,  to  join  us  against  our 
common  Enemy,  agreable  to  the  usual  Custom  of  your  Ancestors,  which  will  be  very  agreable 
to  our  Father  the  King,  and  you  may  be  assured  I  shall  represent  your  Conduct  at  this  time  in 
US  proper  light.  ( Gave  a  Belt  of  Wampum  ) 

The  French  our  common  Enemy  on  the  other  side  the  great  Lake,  much  alarmed  at  »he 
armament  sent  from  England  under  my  Command  to  your  assistance,  were  preparing  to  send 
a  considerable  Force  to  Canada,  to  assist  your  Enemies  there,  but  the  King  our  Father  has 
prevented  their  attempts,  by  sending  out  some  of  his  large  ships  of  war,  and  blocking  them 
up  in  their  Ports.  During  the  time  I  command  the  King  our  Father's  Forces  on  this  Continent 
you  may  assuredly  depend  on  my  assistance  and  brotherly  protection,  and  its  expected  on' 
your  parts,  that  you  will,  with  the  spirit  and  activity,  bo  well  known  to  be  your  Characters 
not  hesitate,  but  exert  yourselves  &  immediately  declare  against  the  French  &  join  your 
Brothers  and  old  friends  the  English.  (gave  a  very  large  Belt  of  Wampum). 

The  Amity  and  Friendship  now  proposed.  I  doubt  not  will  continue  while  the  mountains 
remain  and  the  Rivers  run. 

In  confirmation  of  all  the  above.  I  present  you  with  a  Belt  of  Wampum. 

E.    BUADDOCK. 

N.  B.  The  paragraph  which  begins  with :  "  Remember  and  take  notice"  was  at  the  delivery 
of  the  speech  spoke  last  (as  the  War  Belt  is  always  given  at  the  conclusion  of  a  speech)  when 
Coll:  Johnson  threw  down  thd  War  Belt  in  General  Braddock's  name,  it  was  taken  up  by  an 
Onejda  Sachem,  when  Arent  Stevens  the  Interpreter  began  the  War  dance  for  General 
Braddock.  he  then  danced  one  for  Coll:  Johnson,  to  both  which  the  Sachems  bore  the 
usual  Chorus. 

Coll:  Johnson  then  ordered  a  large  Tub  of  punch  out,  for,  to  drink  the  King's  health. 

After  which  the  Assembly  broke  up. 


Mount  Johnson  the  20.  June  1755. 

This  afternoon  Ottrowana  a  Great  Sachem  and  Warrior  of  the  Cajuga  Nation  arrived  with 
19  more  of  his  people;  with  his  also  came  Nockkie  a  (Jreat  Sachem  of  a  Castle  called  the 
Missisagaes  who  lived  on  the  North  side  of  Lake  Ontario,  and  belong  to  the  Chippewyse 
Confederacy  which  chiefly  dwell  about  the  Lake  Missilinianac  &  are  a  very  numerous  people 
allies  of  the  Six  Nations.  Me  says  the  French  have  deterred  all  his  Countrymen  from  coming 
to  Trade  at  Oswego  by  telling  him  they  would  be  cutt  of,  but  that  he  was  determined  to  come 
and  proceed  to  Colonel  Johnson's  fire,  that  he  is  very  glad,  he  is  now  here. 

The  Coll:  told  him  he  was  welcome  and  desired  he  would  acquaint  his  Nation,  with  what 
he  would  see  and  hear,  and,  that  he  would  be  glad  ut  all  times  to  see  any  of  his  Countrymen 
who  should  be  well  used. 
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Mount  Johnson  28  June  1755.  A.  M. 

Ottrowana  the  Cayouga  Sachem  who  arrived  here  SG'-  inat:  sent  word  that  he  and  the 

Mississaga  Sachem  desired  a  Conference  with  Coll:  Johnson,  they  were  accordmgly  admitted. 

Ottrowana  spoke  as  follows :  r.u.ivT.-         i 

Brother.     The  Mississaga  Sachem  now  present  is  sent  from  four  Castles  of  that  Nation  who 

are  Allies  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  as  I  am  myself  a  sincere  friend  of  the  English,  I  think 

our  general  interest  will  be  strengthened  by  securing  and  improving  an  Alliance  with  the 

said  Castles.  ,      .  .    „  ■,        ,-  ,. 

Brother.  I  must  desire  that  this  Delegate,  my  friend  may  be  kindly  used  as  his  report 
when  he  returns  home  will  be  of  great  consequence  to  our  common  interest,  and  that  you 
would  send  a  Belt  or  Belts  by  him  to  his  Countrymen,  in  which  the  Six  Nations  will  jom 
you.  He  is  for  his  part  determined  not  to  join  the  French,  and  his  said  four  Castles  have  sent 
him  to  acquaint  you,  that  they  are  of  the  same  mind. 

Brotlier.  Wl  I  heard,  that  you  had  no  longer  the  management  of  Indian  Affairs,  I  did 
not  think  it  worm  my  while  to  come  down,  but  as  soon  as  I  heard,  you  had  again  taken  up 
the  direction  of  them  and  sent  for  the  Six  Nations,  I  came  away  with  my  people,  and  we  were 
hindered  by  wind  and  weather  from  being  here,  when  you  spoke  to  the  Confederate  Nations, 
however  I  have  since  been  informed  of  all  you  have  said  to  them,  and  when  they  have  by 
and  by  given  you  their  answer,  I  propose  to  talk  a  little  more  with  you  in  private. 

Coll:  Johnson  replyed: 

Brother.  As  you  propose  to  have  another  conference  with  me,  I  will  defer  any  further 
conversation  with  you  upon  what  you  have  now  said  till  then ;  in  the  mean  time,  I  hope,  you 
will  in  Council,  and  particularly  with  your  Nation,  who,  I  am  sorry  to  find,  are  a  little 
backward,  act  according  to  the  declaration  of  Friendship  you  have  just  now  made. 

Mount  Johnson  28  June  1756 
Present— Coll:  Johnson,   Peter  Wraxall    Secretary.   Arent  Stevens   and  Jacobus 
Clement  Interpreters. 
Principal  Sachems  of  the  Mohawks,  Onondagas  &  Senecas 

Brother  We  are  very  uneasy  lest  you  should  be  displeased  at  our  so  long  delaying  to  give 
vou  i^n  answer  to  the  matters  you  have  laid  before  us  in  your's  and  General  Braddock's 
speech,  and  we  are  come  to  acquaint  you  that  it  is  not  our  faults,  for  we  three  Nations  are 
agreed  &  think,  you  have  desired  notliing  hut  what  is  very  reasonable,  and  does  not  require 
BO  much  time  to  determine;  but  the  leading  Men  of  the  other  Nations  when  we  thought  to 
have  come  to  a  general  conclusion,  have  not  been  capable  to  attend  at  Council,  by  reason  ol 
the  Rum,  which  is  too  plenty  amongst  them.  To-morrow  we  purpose  and  doubt  not  to  give 
you  the  answer  of  our  whole  Body.— 

Coll:  Johnson  replyed:  ..,,,,■        . 

Bretheren.  I  accept  and  am  pleased  with  your  apology  and  am  sensible  the  delay  is  not 
owing  to  your  Nations.  I  should  not  be  so  impatient  hut  my  presence  is  very  much  wanted 
at  Albany  where  many  of  the  Troops  I  am  to  command  are  arrived  and  more  every  day 
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»ww'''aS"l„ck."'n  ^^7,°'  ""'"  "'"'  "'""  "''°°™™''  »"''  C°ll^  J«l>n»o„  had  them  taken 
o     J       c    ,  Mount  Johnson  29.  June  1755.  A.  M. 

The  Coll:  promised  to  do  so. 
desired  thev  miahf  K«  n  ,         ^"g^'^h,  and  worthy  to  be  made  Sachems,  and 


^.     „    ,  Mount  Johnson  29.  June  1766. 

The  Sachems  having  sent  Coil:  Johnson  notice  that  they  were  ready  to  make  their  ren'v  to 
the  speaches  he  had  delivered  to  the  Confederate  Nations  fhe  24  and  2,  insT:_He  e  7them 
word  he  was  ready  to  hear  them. 

The  Assembly  met  about  2  o'clock  P.  M. 

PiiESENT-        The  Hon""  William  Johnson  Esq" 
The  Rev'  M'  Ogilvie 
Peter  Wraxal!  Secretary 

The  Interpreters  as  before  and  sundry  other  persons  attending. 
The  Sachems  and  Warriors  of  the  several  Nations. 

Kaghswughtioni  the  Onondaga  Sachem  spoke  as  follows :— 
Brother  Wariaghtejag..,  sole  superintendant  of  our  affairs. 

You  called  upon  us  to  -nve  our  serious  attention  to  what  you  had  to  any  to  us:  we  assure 

we  are  go.ng  to  reply  to  your  speech  to  us.  (gave  a  string  of  Wan.pum) 


Vor..  VI. 
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Brother.  We  are  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  relation  you  gave  us  of  what  hath  passed, 
both,  with  regard  to  our  Bretheren  the  English  as  well  as  the  French.  We  know  it  ,n  general 
to  be  true,  and  we  are  very  thankful  to  you  for  refreshing  our  memor.es  w.th  the  particulars. 

In  those  days  the  Governors  contributed  to  the  strength  and  Union  of  the  Five  Nations,  we 
hope  that  you,  who  have  now  the  sole  Management  of  their  aifairs  will  do  the  same. 

•^  •'  (Gave  a  Belt). 

Brother.  You  desired  to  know,  who  we  had  most  reason  to  believe  were  the  friends  and 
Bretheren  of  the  Six  Nations,  the  English  or  the  French,  and  you  said  we  ought  not  to  be  long 
in  determining  upon  it.  By  this  Belt  we  acknowledge  the  Great  King  of  England  our  Fa  her 
is  the  Master  of  our  confederate  Nations  and  we  put  our  trust  in  him.  Dont  think  Brother 
that  we  are  come  thither  with  a  double  heart,  we  are  honestly  and  fairly  in  Earnest,  when  we 
acknowledge  our  Brotherly  affection  and  attachement  to  the  English,  and  we  hope  you  will 
keep  it  on  your  side  inviolable  as  we  will  do  on  ours.  ( Gave  a  Belt  of  Wampum  ) 

Brother,  No  evil  Reports  or  artful  endeavours  of  the  French  shall  draw  us  away  from  our 
affection  and  Unity  with  our  Bretheren  the  English.  o         ,. 

We  doubt  not  your  declaration  to  us  on  renewing  the  Covenant  Chain  comes  from  the 
bottom  of  your  heart,  we  on  our  si^e  do  with  this  Belt  in  the  sight  of  Him  who  dwells  on 
high,  renew  and  strengthen  the  Ancient  Love  and  friendship  which  hath  ever  subs.s  ed 
between  your  Forefathers  and  ours,  and  we  hope  you  will  mind  duly  to  renew  and  brighten 
this  Covenant  Chain     ( Gave  a  Belt  of  Wampum  with  several  strings  of  Wampum  to  it ). 

Brother.  You  told  us  to  act  like  the  Worthy  Children  of  our  brave  and  honest  Forefathers 
and  to  declare  ourselves  like  Men.  We  thank  you  for  putting  us  in  mind  of  our  Anc.tors ; 
'tis  very  true  they  were  such  as  you  describe  ;  we  are  but  weak  children  in  comparison  with 
them,  and  we  hope  you  will  be  a  kind  and  tender  Father  to  us.  You  have  desired  us  not  to 
listen  to  or  be  affraid  of  the  French.  We  will  not  regard  their  insinuations,  but  remain  dutiful 
to  the  Great  King  of  England  our  Father,  and  tho'  our  neck  is  but  small,  we  do  not  dread  the 
French  or  any  of  our  Enemies,  and  tho'  we  are  not  inclined  to  enter  into  quarrells  without 
reason,  we  will  stand  by  our  Bretheren  the  English  &  adhere  to  our  Covenant  Cham  with  them. 

(Gave  a  Belt) 

Brother,  You  have  represented  to  us  how  much  the  French  are  our  Enemies,  and  you  have 
laid  before  us  the  present  State  of  affairs  as  matters  of  the  last  importance  to  our  welfare. 
We  think  them  such  and  we  are  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  that  Esteem  and  Affection  you 
have  expressed  for  us  all  on  this  occasion,  and  that  you  are  ready  to  go  out  with  us,  and  expose 
your  own  life  in  conjunction  with  us,  and  that  you  will  take  care  of  our  families  in  our  absence. 
We  the  confederate  Nations  here  present  agree  to  your  request  and  will  join  and  assist  you  in 
your  undertakings.  We  have  not  yet  determined  what  particular  numbers  will  go  from  each 
Castle,  but  we  are  taking  the  necessary  steps  to  be  ready  with  our  people. 

Brother,  we  know,  the  affairs  you  have  proposed  ought  not  to  be  delayed,  but  as  we  left  our 
families  unprepared  for  this  event,  we  are  desirious  that  some  of  our  young  Men  may  Urst 
return  home  and  settle  matters  properly.  We  imagine  you  are  not  yet  quite  ready,  and  you 
may  depend  you  shall  not  wait  for  us. 
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Kaghswughtioni  then  made  the  following  reply  to  Genera!  BraWock's  speech  : 

Brother.    You  desired  us  to  be  attentive  to  Gen-  Braddock's  speech  to  us;  by  this  string 

greaTwaZr"      '  '""  "'"  '"  '''  "'"^  '°  '''  ^"^^^^  -«  -«  ^-^^  *°  nfake  to  tTat 

(gave  a  string  of  Wampum ) 

We  return  Gen'  Braddock  our  grateful  thanks  for  the  information  he  gives  us  of  his  designe 
^chasfze  hose  who  have  invaded  our  hunting  grounds  and  for  the  good  opinion  he  has  2s 
We  smcerely  w.sh  h.m  success  in  his  undertakings.  (gave  a  Belt  of  Wampum). 

We  are  thankful  to  him  that  he  has  appointed  a  person  so  agreable  to  us  to  take  care  of  our 
affairs  and  we  hope  that  you  our  Brother  Wariaghtiejaghe.  who  are  now  raised  up  by  so  high 
an  Authority  will  contmue  to  be  our  steadfast  friend.  ( gave  a  Belt ). 

tog^therl'ndtid :" '"'  ""'""'  Braddock's  War  Belt  and  Coll :  Johnson's  and  put  them 

We  are  already  declared  ourselves  on  the  one,  and  we  now  make  the  same  declaration  on 

;r:te:u::fof  ul.^^  '''  '""^  ^^^"^^"'  ''  "^"'  ^-''-'  '-  ^'^  —  of  his  care  and 

spe?c:  Srs'aid.*'^"  '°°'  t'  ^""'^^  °'  '"'"'  '"  '"  '^"'^  ''''''  ''  '°"  =  '°'"^°"  '"  '''  '"' 
Brother  You  exhorted  u*s  by  this  bundle  of  Sticks  to  Union,  friendship  and  Brotherly  love. 
We  shall  stricktly  observe  your  admonition  and  adhere  together  like  true  Bretheren.  It  seer  • 
as  ,f  your  advice  has  already  taken  effect,  for  the  Senecas  are  gathering  together,  and  the 
Onondagas  are  retrieving  the.r  people  from  Sweegachie ;  but  Brother  we  Lst  tell  you,  Your 
People  are  very  faulty,  they  are  too  thirsty  of  money  and  carry  on  a  Trade  with  the  French 
which  IS  not  only  a  real  prejudice  to  us  but  to  yourselves  also. 

Conochquiesie  an  Onejda  Sachem  then  rose  up  and  said. 

Brother.  We  are  very  thankful  for  and  concur  in  every  thirg  you  have  said  to  us  since  the 
present  meeting.  The  Ihings  you  proposed  required  no  very  long  consideration.  You  have 
inv.ted  us  to  join  with  you  as  Bretheren,  we  can  not  refuse  so  reasonable  a  proposal,  and  the 
Confederate  Nations  here  present  have  complied  therewith.  You  may  perhaps  think,  we  have 
not  been  so  particular  in  our  answer  as  your  speech  deserved  but  Bretheren  must  not  stand 
too  much  on  form  and  ceremony,  the  main  point  is  settled  and  we  hope  that  will  ^ive 
you  satisfaction.  «  ° 

Coll :  Johnson  then  said  : 

Bretheren.  I  am  well  pleased  with  all  you  have  said  in  answer  to  Gen'  Braddock  and  my 
speeches,  and  as  I  consider  it  must  be  disagreable  to  you  to  sit  so  long  in  the  sun.  I  will  not 
detain  you  at  present  but  say  something  more  to  you  to-morrow  when  I  deliver  you 
the  presents.  ^ 

Bretheren.  I  am  very  sorry  that  notwithstanding  all  the  care  I  have  taken  to  prevent  Pum 
being  sold  tc  your  people  at  this  meeting  or  from  being  brought  amongst  you,  yet  it  has 
nevertheless  found  its  way  here. 

You  are  sensible  of  the  many  ill  consequences  which  attend  the  use  of  this  liquor.  It  has,  I 
am  apprehensive  hindred  you  in  your  Councils  and  prevented  many  of  your  young  Men  from 
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attending  at  our  conference,  and  I  must  desire  every  one  will  do  all  in  their  power  to  hinder 
any  more  Rum  from  being  brought  and  drank  here.  ,      ^  „ 

In  the  evening  the  War  Kettle  was  put  on  and  at  night  the  War  dance  was  danced.  Coll  : 
Johnson  began  it.  The  two  Sachems  who  were  Speakers  this  day  danced  and  many  of  the 
head  Warriors. 

Mount  Johnson  1.  July  1755.  A.  M. 

Several  Sachems  of  the  Cajouga  Nation  having  desired  a  private  conference  with  Coll: 
Johnson  he  met  them  this  morning. 

One  of  them  spoke  in  the  name  of  the  rest  &  said: 

Brotlier,  our  Nation  was  truly  rejoiced  when  we  heard  you  were  again  raised  up  accordmg 
to  the  united  request  of  all  the  Nations  and  it  was  with  great  readiness  and  pleasure  that  we 

came  down  to  this  meeting.  ,  jj  j 

But  we  must  confess  that  your  pressing  us  to  take  up  the  hatchet  is  somewhat  sudden  and 
for  which  we  were  not  prepared.  Dont  think  Brother  that  we  are  any  ways  inclined  to  prefer 
the  Ficr-h  to  our  Bretheren  the  English,  we  assure  you  we  are  not;  the  English  are  our 
Ancient  Bretheren,  and  we  are  determined  to  stand  by  them ;  the  only  concern  we  are  under, 
on  this  occasion  is  on  acccount  of  our  Bretheren  the  Coghnawagaes,  they  are  our  own  flesh 
and  blood  and  many  of  us  have  Brothers,  sons  ettc  who  live  amojifest  them,  their  safety  you 
must  think  naturally  affect  us,  and  we  can  not  but  be  uneasy  about  them  and  wish  there  was 
time  Riven  us  to  secure  our  kindred  there  from  danger.  This  Brother  is  the  only  uneasiness 
we  are  at  present  under.  ( ^^^^ve  a  Belt  of  Wampum  ) 

Coll:  Johnson  answered :  ,  r.      r 

Bretheren.    I  know  and  am  sensible  of  your  relation,  and  your  interest  in  the  safety  of 

the  Coghnawagaes. — 

I  have  already  mentioned  my  sentiments  in  regard  to  them  in  a  general  manner  in  my 

publick  speech  which  I  now  confirm  to  you. 

The  Coghnawagaes  are  at  present  looked  on  and  treated  by  the  English  as  Bretheren,  they 
come  now  freely  and  unmolested  to  Albany,  tho'  it  would  be  in  our  power,  if  we  were  so 
inclined  to  distroy  or  confine  them,  but  I  sent  down  orders  to  the  soldiers  there  that  they 
Rhould  be  treated  civilly  and  as  friends.  We  have  no  desire  or  intention  to  spill  one  drop  of 
their  blood.  I  do  propose  to  send  a  Message  to  them  and  try  if  they  will  return  to  their 
Friends  and  live  amongstHhe  Five  Nations,  and  if  they  wont  do  this,  to  stand  out  of  the  way 
and  not  ioin  the  French  against  us,  and  in  this  I  desire  not  only  your  csncurrance  but  your 
advice  But  if  ihey  will  he  obstinate  and  not  only  refuse  our  friendly  admonitions,  but  act  as 
Enemies  against  us,  surely  you  do  not  expect,  you  can  not  blame  us,  if  we  treat  them  as  their 
head  strong  rashness  will  deserve;  as  I  would  do  by  my  own  son  or  my  Brother,  so  w.il  do 
by  them.  Do  you  ask  or  expect  miy  thing  more  and  can  I  speak  more  reasonably  or  fairly.  1 
give  you  this  Belt  to  assure  you,  I  mean  what  1  have  said.  (gave  a  Bell). 

BrotheT  We  are  extremely  obliged  to  you,  for  what  you  have  now  said,  we  will  seriously 
consider  of  it  and  then  say  somewhat  in  answer  to  it.  . ,  . 

Thevthen  gave  another  Belt  and  desired  they  might  have  a  Smith  sent  up  to  reside  amongst 
them  to  mend  their  arms  and  their  Tools  and  that  they  could  not  do  without  so  necessary  a 
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person  and  requested  also,  that  a  Man  whom  they  named  might  come  up  with  the  Smith  and 
Drmg  a  little  dry  goods  and  some  Gunpowder  and  lead  to  sell  but  no  Rum. 

The  Coll:  promised  he  would  look  out  for  a  Smith,  and  enquire  if  the  person  they  named 
was  proper  and  willing  to  go.  -^  f  j  .miucu 

They  then  withdrew  with  great  appearance  of  satisfaction. 


Present — 


Mount  Johnson  1.  July.  1765.  P.  M. 
The  Hon''"  William  Johnson  Esq™ 
Peter  Wraxall  Secretary 
The  Interpreters  as  before,  and  several  other  persons  attending. 

N  B.  The  following  speech  wa3  translated  into  Indian  by  M'  Clause  and  spoke  by  Ilendrick 
the  Mohaw^  Sachem.  The  presents  were  set  out  in  the  middle  of  the  yard,  the  Sachems  and 
Warriors  of  .ne  several  Nations  sitting  round. 

Coll:  Johnson's  speech: 
Bretheren  of  the  Confederate  Nations  here  present. 

[This  speech  was  designed  to  be  delivered  with  the  presents  as  yesterday  but  it  raining 
violently  all  day  long  prevented  ]. 

The  day  before  yesterday  you  engaged  yourselves  to  assist  your  Bretheren  the  English  in 
their  undertakings  now  on  fbot  against  their  and  your  enemies,  the  French.  You  have  in  this 
acted  like  dutiful  children  of  the  great  King  of  England  your  Father,  like  j^retheren  to  the 
English  and  like  true  children  of  your  brave  and  honest  Fore."athers.  I  hope  you  will  fulfill 
your  engagements  like  honest  Men  and  be  guilty  of  no  deceit  or  breach  of  your  words;  if  you 
should,  you  will  be  detestable  to  aU  Men.  ( gave  a  Belt ). 

Bretheren.  I  expect  and  desire  you  will  acquaint  all  your  allies  and  dependents  with  the 
engagements  you  have  entered  into  and  press  upon  them  to  act  conformably  thereto. 

(Gave  a  large  string  of  Wampum). 

Bretheren.  You  desire,  some  of  your  young  Men  may  return  home  to  settle  matters  relating 
to  your  families  as  you  left  them  unprepared  for  this  event. 

As  I  would  be  far  from  insisting  upon  any  thing  that  might  be  prejudicial  to  your  safety  & 
welfare,  so  I  am  willing,  some  of  your  young  Men  should  return  home  as  you  request.  But  I 
desire  that  some  may  immediately  go  and  join  the  rest  of  their  Bretheren  with  General 
Braddock,  and  I  shall  send  a  White  person  well  known  to  them  to  go  with  them  [Here  Capt" 
Stoddert  stood  up  and  was  presented  as  one  whom  the  Coll:  designed  to  send  with  them  to 
General  Braddock]  and  you  may  be  assured  they  will  be  well  received  and  kindly  treated  by 
the  General.  (Gave  a  Belt.). 

Bretheren.  Your  Brother  and  friend  Gov'  Shirley  who  is  well  known  to  you  is  now  or  will 
in  a  day  or  two  be  at  Albany.  He  is  going  to  Oswego  with  a  great  number  of  Soldiers  who 
are  now  at  Albany  and  Schenectady.  He  designs  to  go  to  Niagara  to  prevent  the  French  from 
sending  any  more  reinforcements  to  the  Ohio,  and  to  open  the  Road  which  is  now  stopped  for 
your  and  our  Bretheren  to  the  Westward  to  come  to  Oswego.  He  expects  and  I  desire  you 
will  meet  him  there  and  give  him  that  assistance  in  hia  undertakings  which  as  bretheren 
you  are  bound  to  do  (Gave  a  Beit). 


St  •  *-'- 


gg2  NEW-YORK  COLONIAL  MANUSCRIPTS. 

I  shall  in  a  little  time  be  ready  to  march  with  the  forces  under  my  command  for  Crown 
Point,  and  I  desire  you  will  have  some  Warriors  of  each  Nation  here  to  attend  my  directions, 
and  when  I  send  for  more  that  they  may  be  ready  to  join  us.  ( a  Belt ). 

Bretheren.  I  propose  to  send  a  Message  with  a  Belt  of  Wampum  to  .ur  Bretheren  the 
Coghnav^agaes  and  before  your  departure  I  desire  your  advice  and  assistance  therein  agreable 
to  what  I  mentioned  in  my  speech  ( Gave  a  large  string  of  Wampum ). 

Bretheren.  Here  is  a  present  which  the  King  your  Father  hath  sent  you  by  Gen'  Braddock. 
I  desire  that  you  will  make  a  just  and  equal  division  of  it.  There  is  a  large  quantity  of  gun 
powder  to  be  likewise  g^ven  you,  as  it  would  be  dangerous  to  give  it  now,  you  shall  have  it 
when  you  are  going  away. 

Mount  Johnson  3.  July  1755.  A.  M. 
Hendrick  and  hiP  Brother  Abraham  Chief  Sachems  of  the  upper  Mohawk  Castle  waited  on 
Colonel  Johnscn  and  acquainted  him,  that  the>  had  received  certain  intelligence  from  the  half 
Kinc  who  is  with  Gen'  Braddock,  that  six  young  Men  relations  of  theirs  who  went  to  the 
Southward  eariy  this  year  were  all  cut  off  by  the  Creek  Indians,  and  tho'  it  was  a  very  severe 
and  afflicting  loss  to  them,  yet  they  assured  Coll:  Johnson  it  should  not  hinder  them  from 
assisting  in  the  publick  business  at  this  juncture  and  that  they  would  promote  all  m  their 
power  the  affairs  he  had  recommended  at  this  meeting. 

Mount  Johnson  3.  July  1755.  P.  M. 
The  Sachems  of  the  several  Nations  having  given  Coll:  Johnson  notice  that  they  were 
ready  to  make  a  reply  to  his  speech  to  them  of  the  1"  uist:  he  sent  them  word  he  was  reaHy 
to  meet  them.    They  accordingly  assembled. 

Present— The  Hon"'*  William  Johnson 
Peter  Wraxali  Secretary. 
The  Interpreters  as  aforementioned. 
Coll:  Lydius,  Capf  Killock,  his  son  and  sundry  other  persons  who  had 

attended  formerly. 
The  Saciiems  and  Warriors  of  the  Confederate  Nations. 

Aeuiotta  an  Onejda  Sachem  rose  up,  and  in  the  name  of  his  Nation,  the  Cayougas,  the 
Tuscaroras,  the  Skaniadar^dighroonas  and  the  Tiederighroonas  condoled  the  upper  Castle  of 
the  Mohawks  on  the  loss  they  had  sustained  of  the  Six  young  Men  of  their  Castle  who  had 
been  killed  to  the  Southward  and  gave  a  string  and  Belt  of  Wampum  as  testymonies  of 

their  concern.  ,      .  ,  .  .  „. 

Then  Kaghswughtioni  the  Onondaga  Sachem  stood  up  and  with  a  string  of  Wampum 
addressed  himself  to  the  five  aforesaid  Nations  and  desired  they  would  not  be  too  much  dejected 
bv  this  Misfortune,  but  keep  their  minds  f.-m  and  capable  of  business;  he  then  in  the  name  of 
the  half  King  Schaaroyady  condoled  the  upper  Mohawk  Castle  with  a  string  of  Wampum  sent 
from  the  said  half  King  by  those  Indians  who  went  with  Coll:  Johnson's  Mt-ssengers  to 
General  Braddock.     He  next  condoled  the  said  Castle  in  the  name  of  Coll :  Johnson,  the  lower 
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Castle  of  the  W^ohawks.  the  Onondagas  and  the  Senecas.  with  a  string  of  Wampum,  and  Coll : 
Johnson  gave  them  some  black  Slroud  for  mourning  upon  the  occasion. 

These  ceremonies  being  passed  Caghswughtioni  stood  up  and  made  the  following  reply  in 
the  name  of    he  Confederate  Nations      Coll :  Johnson's  speech  to  them  of  the  1"  inst  • 

Brother.  "  answer  to  your  first  B.,t,  we  say  we  will  persist  in  our  engagements  and  we 
hope  you  will  fulfill  all  those  on  your  side.  Gave  a  Belt. 

In  answer  to  your  string,  we  promise  you  to  press  the  conduct  we  shall  observe  upon  all  our 
all.es  and  dependents,  here  is  the  Deputy  of  the  Mississageyes  now  here,  with  him  we  shall 
begm  and  fulfill  our  desire.  / 

(gave  a  strmg). 

fy.l7T  '"  ir^'Tf  ^"^'  ^'  ''^'  '^"^  ''  '^'  Confederate  Nations  have  agreed  to  join 
the.r  Bretheren  the  Enghsh  against  the  French,  your  desire  on  this  Belt  is  already  fulfilled  by 
the  half  K.ng  havmg  jo.ned  Gen'  Braddock  with  several  of  our  people  as  we  learn  by  a 
Message  yesterday  received  from  him  ^  ^  g^l^  >        ' 

.  Brother.  In  answer  to  your  third  Belt  we  say,  are  you  not  our  Tree  of  shelter,  and  why 
w,ll  you  desire  us  to  take  shelter  under  any  other  Tree,  where  you  go  we  are  ready  to  follow 
However  there  will  be  many  of  our  people  round  about  Oswego  and  near  to  Niagara,  who  will 
join  and  be  ready  to  assist  Gov  Shirley  (gave  a  Belt) 

Brother.  In  answer  to  your  fourth  Belt  we  say,  that  we  desired  first  to  go  home  to  take 
care  of  our  families  and  •■  ...  affairs  in  order,  besides,  we  must  consult  upon,  and  send 
proper  Messr-gc.  tr  r  .ur  scatte-ed  friends  and  Relations  who  will  lay  exposed  to  the  Enemy; 
^>«y  are  r:.u  -^  .orant  as  we  wer.  when  we  came  down  of  the  present  State  of  Affairs  ;  none 
o.  -  ,vere  prepared  for  this  suiden  call  which  you  have  made  upon  us.  You  are  a  large 
bo  y  and  will  move  slowly,  w!  .n  you  are  ready  and  will  send  us  word,  we  will  run  down,  and 
th  .  you  should  even  be  upon  your  march  we  will  soon  overtake  you.      ( gave  a  Belt) 

In  answer  to  your  string  about  the  Coghnawagaes,  we  will  cooperate  with  you  and  use  our 
b,  .t.  endeavours  to  prevail  on  them  to  get  out  of  danger  and  not  assist  the  French  against  our 

Brethei 'H  the  English  /„„„„  „  „.  ■      v 

°  (gave  a  string). 

Brother.  "V  l-.a/e  now  finished  our  answer  to  your  Speech,  and  we  repeat  to  you,  that  our 
young  Men  are  desirious  they  may  first  return  home,  for  we  can  not  upon  so  short  a  warning 
be  fully  prepared  for  Action;  besides,  if  our  people  were  to  «iay  here,  we  see  no  arms  or 
accoutrements  provided  for  them,  therefore  we  must  go  home  to  equip  ourselves. 

Brother.  We  have  taken  into  our  Confederacy  our  Children  the  Skaniadaradighroonas  and 
they  are  desinous  you  will  look  upon  them  as  your  Bretheren;  there  are  many  of  them  who 
at  present  live  in  Maryland  and  want  to  come  to  live  near  to  us,  that  both,  our  strength  and 
theirs  may  be  increased.  We  have  sent  for  them  by  Belts  of  Wampum,  but  they  are 
not  effectual,  for  there  are  three  Colonels  in  Maryland  [They  named  the  three  Colonels: 
viz«  Coll:  Scarbrough  Coll:  Henry  and  Coll:  Hooper;  the  three  Chiefs  they  also  named  viz' 
Jomikakonick  in  Locust.  Neck  Dame  Jam  in  d"  and  Gecho  in  Pekoinoke']  near  whose  houses 

.    '  Sic,  Qui  Pocomoke:  a  rirer  in  the  Southeaat  part  of  Maryland.  —  Ed. 
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they  live,  who  in  conjunction  with  three  Chief  Men  amongst  those  Indians  will  not  let  them 
come  away,  we  desire  you  will  interpose  and  write  to  those  persons  to  let  them  come  away. 
•'  (gave  a  string). 

The  Speaker  then  took  in  his  hands  a  large  Belt  of  Wampum  with  a  smaller  one  tied  to  it 

and  said.  ,i  •  i.-  j 

Brother.  As  every  thing  is  gone  on  in  a  friendly  way  between  us  at  this  meetmg  and 
we  are  now  united  together  in  the  most  intimate  manner,  let  us  not  have  the  Devil  to  join 
with  us,  that  is  the  Rum.  We  desire  you  will  stop  up  the  Bung  and  let  none  come  to  Oswego 
to  be  sold  to  our  people ;  let  us  be  content  with  the  drink  which  God  gives  us  from  the 
Heavens.  Rum  is  not  necessary  for  our  lives,  but  on  the  contrary  is  the  occasion  of  our 
loosing  them.  We  have  never  any  difference  but  thro'  this  cursed  Liquor ;  but  as  you  told  us 
of  some  Corn  you  had  for  us,  that  is  a  necessary  article,  and  we  beg  you  will  send  it  up  in 
five  different  parcels.  (Gave  the  two  Belts  ). 

Brother.  We  must  correct  you  a  little.  You  desire  us  to  unite  and  live  together  and  draw 
all  our  Allies  near  us,  but  we  shall  have  no  land  left  either  for  ourselves  or  them ;  for  your 
people,  when  they  buy  a  small  piece  of  land  of  us,  by  stealing  they  make  it  large.  We  desire 
such  things  may  not  be  done,  and  that  your  people  may  not  be  suffered  to  buy  any  more  of 
our  land.  Sometimes  its  bought  of  two  Men,  who  are  not  the  proper  owners  of  it.  The 
land  which  reaches  down  from  Oweigey  to  Schahandowana,  we  beg  may  not  be  settled  by 
Christians  [lands  belonging  to  the  United  nations  near  the  Susquehana  River]  but  if  any 
come  there  they  may  be  called  away  that  so  we  may  have  land  left  for  ourselves  and 
our  Allies.  ( S'^^''  "  ^^'^^  ^"'^  ^™^''  ^''''^• 

Conochquiesie,  The  Onejda  Sachem,  rose  up  and  said. 

Brother.  You  promised  us  that  you  would  keep  this  fire  place  clean  from  all  filth  and  that 
no  snake  should  come  into  this  Council  Room.  That  Man  sitting  there  (pointing  to  Coll: 
Lyddius)  is  a  Devil  and  has  stole  our  Lands,  he  takes  Indians  slyly  by  the  Blanket  one  at  a 
time,  and  when  they  are  drunk,  puts  some  money  in  their  Bosoms  and  perswades  them  to 
sign  deeds  for  our  lands  upon  the  Susquehana  which  we  will  not  ratify  nor  suffer  to  be  settled 
by  any  means;  The  Gov'  of  Pennsylvania  bought  a  whole  Tract  and  only  paid  for  the  half, 
and  we  desire  you  will  let  him  know,  that  we  will  not  part  with  the  other  half  but  keep  it. 
These  things  make  us  constantly  uneasy  in  our  minds  and  we  desire  that  you  will  take  care 
that  we  may  keep  our  lands  for  ourselves.  (gave  a  very  large  Belt  of  Wampum). 

Brother.  We  have  now  finished  all  we  have  to  say  and  to  morrow  we  propose  to 
return  home. 

Coll:  Johnson  then  told  them. 

That  he  had  attentively  heard  what  they  had  said,  bnt  as  it  was  too  late  now  to  give  them 
an  answer  he  would  make  a  reply  to  morrow  morning. 

Kaghswughtioni  the  Chief  Onondaga  Sachem  came  to  Coll:  Johnson  and  told  him,  that  as 
very  troublesome  times  were  approaching,  and  they  had  now  declared  themselves  in  favour  of 
their  Bretheren  the  English  against  the  French;  he  desired  a  Fort  might  be  built  at  their 
castle,  for  that  they  lay  exposed  to  the  French  who  might  perhaps  come  and  fall  upon  them, 
and  therefore  some  place  of  security  would  be  very  necessary  for  them. 
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the  French  w„„i,l  be  bc"e.  „,,  .1      Z  ''T/?'"^  '"'/"'"''  'V  ''"•"hance,  and  ,!,„, 

Ho»e.„, ...  he  „a.  p.^^!'  hi^rii/irc^r  ^irprz 

Tliio  o  4U    ^  •  Mount  Johnson  3.  July  1755 

.end  a  .pecal  »Ie..enger ,  ,hey  answered  either  walwold:  ""  '"  '"  """"  ■"  "> 

...e,  hn.  a.  ,„en  a,  e.er  J,  .ne.  X  'i::::.:Z-Z::,::^.^J: 

corT:;f,d:T;iVh?h::TaMt:,;r.>r'f.T"«'  ■»  '^^  '^°^"°-"«»'  -'<■ 

private  conference  wi,„  .    ^  1  '  i    wol'^"  '"  "",'';"!*  •'"'"  ""'  '"  "'•'"■"" 
premi.ed  their,  should  confonn.  '  °""'  ''""'  °"«'"  '»  ''=  "•>'''"'■  they 


r,-l„.  1   T  i  r  '"°""'  •'"hnaon  4.  Joly  1755.  A.  M. 

and  told  us  they  were  come  to  l  ilH  tw  T      I  '  '  ""'"''^••"'■^'^^«»  with  Axes  ettc. 

began  to  cut  doVn  T  „        ^  th       any   u  Z  ''  "''  "'  ''^  '''  "^^^^'^^  P'^^'  -^ 

no  Message  from  you  aboutT     bu   7.1T  TT  "'""  "'*''  ^"^  ^'"'^P^''  ''^'""  ^^^ving 

readily  grant  it.  '  ^""  """^  "^^'^^  ^'"^  ''^'''''  ^'t"  '^  ^elt  of  Wampum  w! 

the^i:n?:he;:;r:::;;:;t'r^v'"^^  ^^^^'^^  --  p-^^^^or 

expected  when  t  ey  co^^l  Hfford  it  I.  T  ,\  "'    '"  '""^""^""  '"  ''''''   P^^'^  -d 

Vol.  VI. 
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Brotherly  love  on  their  side  particularly  at  this  time  when  our  Enemies  are  doing  every  thing 

they  can  to  distress  and  ruin  us. 

They  seemed  satisfied  and  the  Coll :  left  them  in  good  humour. 

Mount  Johnson  4.  July  1755. 

Coll :  - ..  nson's  Rejoinder  to  the  reply  of  the  confederate  Nations  of  yesterday- 
Spoke  by  William  Printup  Interpreter. 

Present—         The  Honb"  William  Johnson 
Peier  Wraxall  Secretary 
The  Interpreters  as  aforesaid  and  sundry  other  persons  attendmg. 

Rrftheren  of  the  confederate  Nations.  ij  .„.„„;„ 

As  what  you  yesterday  said  upon  my  desire  that  some  of  your  young  Men  should  remam 
here-Uhink  the  objections  you  made  are  rather  evasive  then  just.  Your  young  Men  have 
had  time  e  ough  to  determine  upon  it.  There  are  more  than  a  sufficient  number  who  have 
their  "ms  now  with  them,  and  you  know  I  have  taken  care  to  have  all  your  arms  and  warhke 
InLments  mended  since  your  being  here,  which  has  been  a  great  expence;  amun.t.o.  you 

":^l^:::h^;^:^"  ^In  r  :Zently  prodded,  and  as  I  have  already  told.  yo. 
shaU  meet  with  e'very  kind  of  good  usage;  each  Man  who  choses  to  brmg  h.s  own  Gun  shall 

'\'re?he°:;'    I  must  correct  you  a  little  and  put  you  in  mind  that  last  War,  when  T  .med 
cloathed  and  fitted  you  out  compleatly.  several  of  your  warr.ours  deceived  me  and  d.d  not  go 

"^"givTyou  this  Belt  to  reassure  .11  those  who  shall  Join  their  Dretheren  in  any  of  the 
present  undertakings  which  I  have  mentioned,  that  they  shall  be  treated  m  every  respect  as 
K .      ,        J  n     .u  (Gave  a  lielt). 

friends  and  Brothers.  ^ 

Bretheren.      As  to  the  Skaniadaradighroonas  I   shall  write    letters  about  their   removal 

, ,  J    .  (Gave  a  strmg) 

agreable  to  your  desire  ^ 

Bretheren.  I  shall  take  care  that  no  Rum  be  brought  by  any  Christians  into  your  Castles. 
I  am  fully  sensible  of  the  ill  consequence  of  it  and  that  it  really  is  like  a  Devil  when  .t  gets 

•'  (Gave  a  Belt), 

among  you. 

B-etheren.  1  am  convinced  that  many  frauds  have  been  made  use  of  in  the  purchasing  of 
youi  lands  which  I  am  very  sorry  for;  but  the  King  your  Father  having  hear.i  of  your 
complaints  and  ever  mindful  of  you^  welfare,  ha.h  sent  such  orders  to  the  ^.-'"^Z'";  •'--';;" 
as  will  prevent  these  evil  doings  for  the  future,  and  I  dont  doubt  b-.t  he  w .  1  pumsh    hose  who 

,       n    ,  1-  ( Gave  a  Belt), 

have  been  guilty  of  these  proceedmgs.  V"  ' 

Bretheren.  I  did  promise,  that  I  would  keep  this  fire  place  free  from  all  filth  and  did  desire, 
that  no  snake  should  come  into  this  Council  room.  As  to  Coll :  Lyddius.  if  his  commg  Inlher 
was  such  an  offence  to  you.  I  am  sorry  for  it,  he  came  of  his  own  accord  without  any  inv.tat.on 
from  mc  [Coll;  Lydiu*  came  to  Mount  Johnson  with  an  Interpreter,  and  several  Indians 
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complained  to  Coll :  Johnson  that  Lyddius  had  been  privately  perswading  them  to  go  (o 
Niagara  with  him.  They  expressed  their  displeasure  at  this  application  of  Lyddius,  upon 
which  Coll :  Johnson  spoke  to  M'  Lyddius  and  forbid  him  and  the  Interpreter  to  interfere  any 
further  with  the  Indians  as  it  had  and  would  occasion  an  uneasiness  amongst  them  which  might 
be  prejudicial  to  the  service  in  general]  If  Coll:  Lyddius  hath  done  as  you  represent  and 
which  I  am  affraid  is  in  a  great  measure  true,  I  think,  he  is  very  faulty,  and  that  nobody 
should  attempt  to  settle  Lands  upon  such  unfair  purchases.  I  will  endeavour  all  in  my  power 
that  justice  may  be  done  you  in  this  affair. 

As  to  those  lands,  which  the  proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania  bought  of  you  last  year,  it  was 
done  in  a  fair  and  open  manner  with  the  consent  of  your  whole  body  then  present,  and  I 
believe  most  of  your  Sachems  now  here  did  agree  to  and  were  present  at  that  Bargain,  and 
tho' you  then  received  but  half  the  purchase  money,  you  were  told,  you  might  have  the  other 
half  whenever  you  would  call  for  it  with  which  you  were  satisfied  ;  for  you  therefore  to  want 
to  recall  half  of  that  purchase  for  the  whole  of  which  you  have  given  a  deed  in  so  publick  and 
so  solemn  a  manner,  is  in  my  opinion  unreasonable  and  unjust.  If  you  expect  justice  to  be 
done  you,  you  ought  to  be  ready  to  do  justice  yourselves,  and  believe  me  my  bretheren  that 
to  be  honest  men  is  the  surest  way  to  be  happy  and  respected.  I  think  you  ought  and  I  would 
advise  you  to  stand  by  the  li .  gain  and  take  the  rest  of  the  purchase  money  when  you  want  it. 
As  to  the  Schahandowana  land  the  proprietors  will  not  attempt  to  settle  it,  but  whenever  you 
are  inclined  to  sell  it  you  will  remember  you  are  engaged  to  sell  it  to  them. 

(Gave  a  Belt). 

Bretheren.  Our  publick  business  is  now  at  an  end,  I  am  very  glad  we  have  continued  so 
long  together  in  good  health  and  that  no  ill  accidents  have  happened  to  us  at  this  meeting. 

I  hope,  you  will  put  into  your  hearts  the  many  important  atfairs  which  have  been  treated  of 
at  our  conferences.  I  will  stand  by  my  engagements  to  you,  and  I  hope  you  will  as  strictly 
observe  those  on  your  side. 

I  wish  you  well,  and  safely  home,  to  your  families,  and  hope  I  shall  speedily  see  some  of 
you  again. 

Kaghswughtioni  the  Onondaga  Speaker  then  addressed  himself  to  the  Indians  and  said. 

Bretheren.  You  hear  our  Brother  Warraghiyage  tell  us  he  has  now  finished  the  publick 
business  with  us  and  what  he  has  further  said  hy  way  of  conclusion. 

Bretheren.  We  have  all  great  reason  to  thank  him  for  the  harmony  with  which  every  thing 
has  been  carried  on  at  this  meeting  and  that  it  is  so  happily  ended. 

We  have  experienced  that  in  all  the  former  expeditions  in  which  we  have  been  pressed  to 
join  our  Bretheren  the  English,  ailairs  have  not  turned  out  well,  and  this  has  been  a  great 
discouragement  to  us,  but  as  we  have  now  person  appointed  over  us  hy  our  own  request  to 
the  King  our  Father  and  who  is,  as  it  were  like  one  of  ourselves,  were  we  to  refuse  his 
application  to  us,  it  would  be  a  great  shame  — Let  us  then  go  hand  in  hand  with  him  and  we 
may  hope  to  he  as  successful  as  our  Forefathers  were  in  times  of  old.  ( Hereupon  a  general 
shout  of  applause  was  given). 

When  Coll :  Johnson  had  taken  his  leave  and  was  gone  up  stairs,  a  Deputation  of  the 
Sachems  of  each  Nation  waited  upon  him  and  desired  they  ni'ght  say  somewhat  more  to  him. 
The  following  is  what  passed  at  this  conference 

Arent  Stevens  Interpreter. 


yi 


m  s 


%W  M\ 


988 


NEW-YORK  COLONIAL  MANUSCRIPTS. 


1 , 


Brother  The  English  and  the  French  seem  now  to  he  in  earnest  and  we  hope  th.s 
expedition  will  not  be  like  the  former  ones  which  were  disappointments  to  us  and  no  onour 
to  you.  We  are  sensible  that  we  can  not  now  stand  neuter  and  we  are  determmed  to  jo.n 
and  assist  our  Bretheren  the  English  and  not  behave  as  we  did  last  War 

But  as  the  French  are  a  revengeful  people  and  have  a  great  number  ot  Indians  in  the.r 
interest,  we  must  keep  some  of  our  people  at  home  to  secure  our  own  dwe  l.ngs  from  the 
Attacks  which  we  have  now  reason  to  fear  fron.  the  French,  and  we  hope  you  will  take  care 
fhlTwe  are  supplied  with  Arms  and  Amunition  to  defend  ourselves.  When  we  return  home 
we  shall  call  our  respective  Tribes  together  and  acquaint  them  with  every  thing  that  has  passed 
at  this  meeting;  and  our  young  Men  are  so  much  inclined  to  war.  that  we  are  «ff-<^  ««  --^ 
of  them  will  be  ready  to  join  you,  therefore  we  must  repeat  to  you  our  request  tha  we  may 
not  want  arms  and  amunition  to  defend  our  habitations.  (t'ave  a  lielt). 

Colonel  Johnson  withdrew  with  the  Secretary,  when  the  following  answer  was  drawn  up 

and  at  their  return  made.  i    .  i  ■ 

Bretheren,  I  can  assure  you  the  King  our  Father  5s  in  earnest  in  the  P-«'^";"';'^«',f '"^^ 
against  the  French,  and  I  am  persuaded,  matters  will  be  earned  on,  more  eflectua  ly  than 
Jormerly.  From  the  assurances  you  have  now  given  me  I  expect  that  all  your  Nations  w.ll 
behave  more  in  earnest  than  you  did  last  war,  and  I  doubt  not  you  wil  soon  be  convinced 
the  French  are  not  a  match  for  the  English.  Tho'  I  dont  think  you  w.ll  be  m  any  dange 
from  the  French  or  their  Indians  at  your  habitations,  as  we  shall  give  them  sulhc.ent 
employment;  yet,  as  you  seem  to  be  uneasy,  I  will  take  care  and  supply  you  wuh  a  proper 
quantity  of  arms  and  amunition  to  defend  those  who  stay  at  home.  (Cave  a  Belt ). 

Kaghswughtioni  then  addressed  himself  to  the  Cayouga  Sachems  and  said : 
Brothers.     We  three  Nations  your  elder  Bretheren  are  agreed  and  determmed  to  assist  our 
Bretheren  the  English  against  the  French,  but  th,.'  you  have  consented  to  do   ^»'«  ;""»«•  Jf^^^ 
you  appear  at  times  to  be  wavering,  and  as  if  your  inclination  were  not  »'."-  '«    y  so    led 
Bpeak  out  now  therefore  before  our  Brother  Warraghiyage  and  let  us  know  what  are  jour  l.xt 

'"''n'hnil'lit  Confederate  Nations  are  subdivided  into  two  grand  Divisions  vi/«  The  Mohawks, 
theOnondagas  and  the  Senecas,  who  are  called  the  Elder  Brotiiers  of  the  Conf^^deracy ;  the 
Oneidas.  the  Cayougns.  the  Tuscaroras,  the  Schaniadaradighroonas  and  the  l.eder.ghroonas 
which  five  are  calle.l  the  younger  Brothers,  the  Delawares  are  looked  on  as  the  children  of  all 

^'tL  Cayougas  at  this  Meeting,  had  shown  a  remarkable  i.nwillingneHS  to  join  the  English 
against  the  French,  and  it  seems  to  be  for  that  reason  Kaghswughtioni  addresses  himself  to 
the  CayouguH  in  particular.]. 

One  of  the  Cayouga  Sachems  said :  .        .  .  .i      f     i;  i. 

We  are  determined  to  follow  the  example  o<-  our  Eider  Brothers  and  assist  the  English 

against  the  Frencii.  ,    ,        . 

They  then  told  Coll:  Johnson  that  they  proposed  to  set  off  to  morrow  morning  and  tl  at  the 

Sachems  would  keep  Company  with  the  Young  Men.  to  prevent  their  'J^-K-'y  ;"'«;^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
their  way  home  to  the  Inhabitants'  Cattle  or  corn  ettc;  and  mud  they  hoped  Coll.  Johnson 
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would  order  some  provisions  along  the  Road  to  support  his  Children  the  Sachems  and  his 
Grand  Children  the  Warriors. 

The  Coll:  told  them  he  would  take  care  they  should  be  supplied. 

They  then  took  their  leave  and  the  Conference  broke  up. 

Mount  Johnson  4.  July  1755. 

This  evening  Ottrowana  the  Cayouga  Sachem  came  with  the  Mississaga  Deputy,  who 
repeated  h.s  errand  hither  as  mentioned,  and  assured  Coll:  Johnson,  that  the  Castles  he  came 
from  were  determined  to  remain  in  friendship  with  the  English  and  the  Confederate  Nations. 

Coll:  Johnson  gave  him  a  string  of  Wampum  to  assure  him  that,  whilst  he  and  his  friends 
continued  in  this  disposition,  the  road  hither  should  be  free  and  open  for  them.  And  gave 
him  a  Belt  to  carry  home,  thereby  advising  and  admonishing  his  Nation  to  remain  firm  in 
tl.eir  friendship  and  Alliance  with  the  English  and  the  Six  Nuions,  and  not  hearken  to  the 
French,  but  come  freely  to  Oswego  where  they  might  depend  upon  meeting  with  every  kind 
of  good  treatment. 

The  Coll:  gave  him  a  handsome  present  for  himself,  and  told  him,  that  if  his  Nation  would 
come  down  in  a  body  with  the  Confederate  Nations  when  they  might  hereafter  meet  here, 
they  should  be  treated  in  every  respect  as  our  bretheren. 

He  promised  to  deliver  this  Belt  and  acquaint  his  people  with  the  Colonel's  Message  and 
vvith  what  had  passed  at  this  meeting. 

A  true  copy  from  the  original  Records  compared  and  examined  by  me 

Peter  Wuaxall  — 

Secretary. 


Lievfenant-Governor  De  Lancey  to  Secretary  Rohlnson. 

[  aoTemon  and  Commandrn  'ii  Anicrlri,  ( 8.  I'.  O. ;  No.  61).  ] 

_,  New  York  7  August  1755. 

Sir  ° 

I'urBiinnt  to  the  directions  I  received  in  Your  letter  of  the  20"'  of  October  last,  that  I  should 

carefully  conferr  or  correspond,  as   I  should  have  opportunities,  upon  every  thing  relative  to 

the  service  with  (ieneral    Braddock,  I  went  lo  him   to  Alexandria  in  Virginia,  where  among 

other  tilings  it  was  agreed  in  Council,  that  this,  and  the  New  England  Colonies  should  raise  a 

body  of  men,  and  endeavour  to  remove  the  French  from  their  encroachments  at  Crown  Foint. 

As  soon  as  the  business  at  Alexiindria  was  over  I  returned  to  New  York  to  meet  the  Assembly, 

that  were  adjourned  to  the  i>;>"''  of  .\pril,  when   in   pursuance  of  an  agreement  before   made 

upon  n  plan  of  M'  Shirley's  and  which  only  waited  for  general  Braddock's  approbation,  the 

Assembly  made  provision  for  raising  S  Companies  of  one  hundred  men  each  being  the  Quotu 

of  this  province;  \  accordingly  ordered  them  to  be  raised,  and   they  are  in  conjunction  with 

the  Forces  of  the  other  ''rovinces  put  under  the  command  of  Williain  Johnson  Esq"  as  Major 
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General,  to  proole  to  Crown  point,  and  l>y  the  la.e.t  account.  Irom  Albany,  the  ln»t  divLion 

"'7t,':t-I;".rot.  .  la.ely  received  fron,  C.pf  Ornte.  in  a  .l,ort  letter,  of  «enera.  Braddock-, 
defe     and  death,  and  the  l.f.  retreating  to  thi.  .ide  of  the  "-"«';»  ;»^»J-;7,^ 

^"e   I    o^e  Major  General  Johnson  will  be  able  to  send  a  good  account  of  h.s  campa  gn  .Ins 

Srw  11  am  --^pperell's  Regiment  to  Oswego  and  to  furnish  them  wUh  P'-^^'^'^^'  ^'^'^^j 
have  dtelr  si'A.onths,  t.fe  expence  of  which  to  this  province  "-^J"^;;:-  ^^  ^t;; 

:  tl  h- ::.,'  jlice  to  say,  no  man  ever  made  more  dispatch  to  get  ^^^^^^2 
Z  .lid  hiving  in  three  hours  time  passed  the  great  carrying  place  between  the  Mohawks  11  ver 
a  d  heW  od  C  ek.with  his  Company,  provisions,  Battoes  and  Baggage,  w.c  .s  ales, 
tin.  th.r  what  the  Traders  generally  take  with  a  single  Battoe  when  they  hasten  to  the 
M.;.    t  Osw  go.  and  I  am  (irn'y  persuaded,  from  the  condition  of  the  Fort  and  the  .tate  o 

flTrarri  on  at  [the  pass]  of  Niagara,  f.ve  hundred  Men  might  easily  have  made  thorn  elves 
the  Garr.  on   at     he         J  g  ^.^^^  ^^  ^^^  .^^  ^^^^^^^^^^  ,^^^^  ,^  ,^  ^^^i,,,,, 

:;:"  of  1     e  l  ^J:i.n  ...  Ohlo  wm  be  ordered  to  stop  there.     By  the  last  accounts 
re/eived  Gen'  Shirley  was  about  fifty  miles  from  Albany  in  his  way  to  Oswego. 

h  pe   tw   1  n      b^hought  in.pro,.er  to  mention  the  number  of  Cannon  that  have  been 

7L1TL  Citv  for  the  several  expeditions  on  foot,  which  could  not  have  been  done  w  th 

''rr   to  tL  p  u?l  d  n  t"  In  iral  Boscaven  been  sent  out  to  awe  the  French  fleet;  for  the 

::H^ti:lh:bmu:o;Nota  Scotla,  ten  iron  eighteen  pounders  with  their  carriages  and 

.  HO...  O.-.  K.,,,  or  t..e  .„■....  or  »«vo„.  enur.,  ^' ^^^ZZrZ^^X ^ n^^:^"^^^ 
<.,eh.n,...t  in,,,  .U.-  .■„l,l..n.am  r.t.r.K  -n  whiel.  ho   .o^.n-  .   ^         "    /^.^^  '1,^„    ,  ',,„  ,„.  ^J^.uy     „«  rctum.l  to 

...a  .  ..i.  Ait.  de  Oa.„,.  in  t  «  -H-- J-  ^^  ^  t '      1:  J! ■.■.  " i..,i  t..«  Hon.  An,...y  Town.......  o„„ 

K..Ki.nJ  .1.0  «.nc  ye.r.  .....   .n  Oct  .t-r,  176  >,  ,'"'«'"•  .  ,   ^^  T,.w„.l...«a.  *l,o  fell  at  Ti-on,1«roBa  <t; 

daughter  of  Churl-.  I.-r,.  Vi.oounl  ToW.,.l..n,l,  ...t.r  o    l..,„U.n»nt  "•'"»"'«  '                                     „,  ,„,„,.„„,     ,..,,Ui.. 
rJ,  .,..  ,.f  ....,r«e,  «a.r..r..,  Ut  M--|- Town-.-en-'^  w  -...c.....^^^^^^  ^, ^^^^^_  ^,_^„,,  ,,^^ 

Wiuthroi.  SuriiMit,  tUq  —  ^'•^»• 
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implements;  to  Gen'  Shirley  for  the  expedition  against  Niagara,  6.  Brass  twelve  pounders,  one 
brass  eighteen  pounder,  and  seven  iron  six  pounders;  and  for  the  expedition  to  Crown  Point, 

ZunZl  t7  '""  r""*!'/'"  ''"  ''■°"  •''^^*'^"'  *^°  ''■°"  ^^^'^«>  *  brass  six  &  4  iron  six 
tZcZ'       k"  "''     7    u  """^^  "^  "'"•  '^  ''  «'^^^  *''«  expediency  of  having  at  all  times  in 

1  Wp  n,  ,^r"%"r^  '^'  '"'"■  °^  "''  ^"^'''^  ^°'°"'^^'  '-^  ""'"b^'-  '^f  Cannon  and  Arms  & 
a  large  quanUy  of  Amumt.on  ready  on  all  occasions  to  be  disposed  of  for  such  services,  as 
the  General,  h.s  Majesty  shall  think  fit  to  appoint  for  North  AmeHca,  shall  judge  proper.  This 
.8  a  further  reason,  because  the  operations  which  will  most  sensibly  affect  the  French  interest, 
shou  d  be  carried  on  through  this  province,  by  the  way  of  Crown  Point  towards  Montreal.  ancJ 

Wd  fT  P  rr  ""  "''  ^""^^  ^"'''■'°'  ^^^'^^^'^  ''  ^■^g^'-^  «■■  North  eastward  to  the 
the  Pn  ,1^'  r/.  .!^'T"'' '  ""'^  "''  P"'''^*^ ''  '^^^^SO  being  chiefly  by  water  and  through 
the  Country  of  the  fve  Nations  of  Indians  in  alliance  with  us,  there  can  be  no  great  danger 
of  surprise  or  ambuscades.  I  have  said  that  the  operations  which  will  most  sensibly  affect  the 
French  interest  should  be  carried  on  through  this  Province,  my  reasons  are.— There  are  but 
three  ways  to  distress  the  French  in  Canada.  The  first  is  by  a  Fleet  and  army  up  the  River 
S  Lawrence  to  Quebec,  with  this  1  shall  not  meddle  because  a  Force  for  that  purpose  must  be 
sent  from  Br.tam,  and  even  then  should  be  assisted  by  the  strength  of  the  Colonies  to  make  a 
diversion  at  Montreal.  The  second  is  thro'  this  Province  by  the  way  of  Crown  Point  a  Fort 
scituated  at  the  south  end  of  Lake  Champlain;  from  this  place,  the  French  Indians  who  make 
their  incursions  into  these  Colonies  are  supplied  with  arms  and  ammunition ;  to  this  place  they 
retreat  for  shelter,  and  are  soon  fitted  out  again  for  fresh  incursions  to  murder  or  enslave  our 
Inhabitants:  posessing  this  Fort  we  may  intercept  parties  of  Indians,  or  lay  them  under  such 
difficulties  m  going  out  or  returning,  as  will  greatly  discourage  them  and  will  tend  to  keep  our 
Borders  in  quiet.  We  shall  then  have  the  Lake  Champlain  open  to  us.  we  may  build  such 
vessels  on  it,  as  can  carry  whatsoever  may  be  wanting  to  destroy  the  Forts  at  S'  John's  and 
Chambly,  and  thereby  open  a  passage  either  by  land  to  the  Uiver  S'  Lawrence  opposite  to 
Montreal,  or  by  water  through  the  River  8orell  quite  to  Montreal,  whenever  occasion  offers  for 
attacking  that  place,  and  till  that  place  be  destroyed,  the  Colonies  will  not  enjoy  a  lasting 
peace.  The  third  method  of  distressing  the  French,  is  by  the  way  of  Oswego:  to  go  thither 
we  pass  as  I  observed  before  through  the  Country  of  our  friend  Indians,  we  pass,  by  water  a 
much  less  expensive  carriage  than  by  land,  from  Oswepn  we  may  go  westward  by  water 
through  the  Lake  Ontario  to  Niagara;  if  we  become  masters  of  this  pass,  the  French  can  not 
go  to  reinforce  or  victual  their  garrisons  at  Presqu  Isle.  Beeve  River  or  on  the  Ohio,  but  with 
great  difficulty  and  expence,  and  by  n  tedious  long  passage.  From  the  Fort  at  Niagara,  there 
is  a  land  carriage  of  about  three  leagues  to  the  Waters  above  the  Falls,  thence  we  go  into  the 
Lake  Erie  and  so  to  the  Fort  at  Presqu  Isle,  and  if  we  take  that,  the  French  can  carry  no 
supplies  of  provisions  nor  send  men  to  the  head  of  Beeve  River  or  to  the  Fort  du  Quesne  on 
the  Ohio,  and  of  course  those  Forts  will  be  abandoned.  The  same  Battoes  which  carry  the 
train,  provisions  ettc  for  the  Army  to  Oswego,  may  carry  them  to  Niagara,  and  being 
transported  above  the  falls,  the  same  may  carry  ihem  to  Presqu  Isle,  the  Fort  on  the  South 
side  of  Lake  Krie.  so  that  it  will  be  practicable  to  bring  the  expence  of  such  an  expeditiou 
Into  a  ir  derate  compass,  far  less,  than  the  expence  of  Waggons,  horses  ettc  which  are 
necessary  in  an  expedition  by  Land  from  Virginia  to  vt,o  Ohio;  beti.les  that,  proceding  from 
Virginia  to  Fort  Du  (iuesne,  if  it  be  taken,  it  is  only  cutting  of!'  >  toe,  but  taking  N;:  ;m  and 
Presqu  isle,  you   lopp  ofT  a  limb  from  the  French,  and  greatly  disable  them.     xLuS  far 
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Westward  for  the  present,  tho'  the  Detroit  at  the  West  end  of  Lake  Erie  be  an  object  that 
will  deserve  some  future  consideration,  when  it  shall  be  thought  proper  to  bu.ld  one  or  more 

vessels  of  force  to  command  that  lake.  ,      v.      i     r  .1      n„„-  at 

From  Oswego  we  may  take  our  course  North  Eastward  to  the  head  of  the  R.ver  S 
Lawrence,  and  remove  the  French  encroachment  at  Cataraqui  or  Fort  Frontenac.  or  .f  occasion 
offer,  procede  down  the  River  S'  Lawrence  to  Montreal,  to  join  a  body  of  Troops  sent  by  the 
way  to  Crown  Point  to  take  that  place.  .,  ,    , j    ,. 

From  this  view  of  things,  it  appears,  of  what  consequence  Oswego  is:  at  the  Council  held  at 
Alexandria,  it  was  agreed  to  be  a  post  of  the  greatest  importance  for  facilitating  the  reduction 
of  Niagara  and   securing  the  retreat  of  the  Troops  to  be  employed  on  that  service,  and 
therefore,  that  it  was  necessary  the  Fort  should  be  strengthened  and  the  Garrison  reinforced ; 
accordingly  General  Braddock  ordered  the  effectives  of  the  two  independant  Companies  and 
two  Companies  of  Pepperell's  Regiment  thither.     I  considered  it  in  that  light  and  therefore 
readily  agreed  to  transport  and  victual  these  Troops  at  the  expence  of  the  Province  for  the  time 
above  specified  and  as  far  as  the  fund  in  my  hands  would  go.     These  considerations  make  it 
evident  how  1  .cessary  it  is  to  build  a  strong  Fort  at  Oswego  and  to  Garrison  it  well.     The 
present  Fort  was  built  and  the  garrison  maintained  at  the  expence  of  this  Province:  but  such 
a  Fort  as  the  importance  of  the  place  requires,  being  the  great  inlet  into  the  Country  of  the 
five  Nations  of  Indi.=;:>s  will  demand  such  an  expence,  as  this  province  alone  is  not  able  to 
bear  and  therefore  should  be  built  and  garrisoned  at  His  Majesty's  expence  or  the  united 
expence  of  the  Northern  Colonies:  The  doing  this,  is  now  almost  the  only  measure  we  have 
left  to  keep  the  five  nations  from  falling  off  from  their  dependance  on  the  British  Interest. 

I  am 

Sir 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble 
Servant. 

James  Db  Lancky. 


Luuttuant-Govermr  De  Lancty  to  the  Lonh  of  Trade, 

I  New  York  Papen,  Bundle  Kk.,  No.  82.  ] 

New  York  9"'  August.  1756 

I  This  Lcttor  i.  ncrly  U.e  sumc,  a,  the  i,r..c.e.llng  one  to  Sir  T.  Robin.on.     J.  R.  B.     The  following,  however,  i.  «.i 
addilioiiRl  pnragraiili.  ] 

I  had  only  a  short  letter  from  Capt"  Orme  first  Aid-de-camp  to  the  late  General  Braddock, 
he  wrote  more  particularly  to  the  other  Govern"  nearer  at  hand,  from  whom  1  doubt  not  your 
Lord"""  will  have  received  the  intelligence,  as  Commodore  Jiq^ple  lay  at  Virginia  ready  to  sail 
as  soon  as  he  received  an  nuthentick  account  of  this  disaster.  General  Braddock  agreed  to 
draw  for  the  expenc-  of  supporting  the  Garrison  at  Cawego,  when  the  Fund  I  had  was 
exhausted,   and   ther^   is   now  no  more  remaining  ;'  «!    what  is  necessary  for  the  common 
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contingent  services  of  expresses  and  the  like.  ^500  of  it  liaving  been  before  I  went  to 
Alexandria  engaged  to  fortify  the  Mohawk  Indians  at  their  request,  and  which  will  attach  that 
small  but  valient  Tribe  the  more  firmly  to  our  Interest.     I  am  My  Lords, 

Your  LordPP"  most  obedient  and 
most  humble  servant 

James  De  Lancey. 
P  S.     I  have  sent  your  Lordi'P*  one  of  Leuis  Evan's  Maps. 


<■«»«■» 


Population  of  the  British  American  Colonie>>\ 

I  PUntationB  Oenenl,  (  B.  T. )  XLIII.,  424,  6.  ] 

An  Account  of  the  Number  of  White  Inhabitants  in  His  Majesty's  Colonies  in 
North  America  distinguishing  the  Number  of  the  Militia  or  of  Men  capable 
of  bearing  Arms;  taken  from  the  last  Returns  transmitted  to  the  Lords 
Commissioners  for  Trade  &  Plantations,  and,  where  those  Returns  are 
defective,  from  the  best  Accounts  which  can  be  obtained. 


GolonfM 

DatM  of  the  Bctums 

Total  Number  of  Whites. 

Militia  1  Uen  capable  of  beaiing  Arme. 

i 

Georgia 

South  Carolina 

North  Carolina 

Virginia 

1752 
1762 
1766. 
1766 
1749 
No   returns  eince  the  Venr   1780; 
but    according    to  the    best  Ac- 
counts 

1756 

No  returns  since  the  Ycnr  17;i8  but 

according  to  the  best  accounU 

1755 

1754. 

Total 

3.000 

25000 

60.000 

125  000 

100  000 

•220.000 

100.000 

30.000 

75.000 

65.000 

200.000 

76.000 

4.000 

6000 
18.000 

28000 

12600 
26.000 

10.000 

12.000 

i                   40.000 

6000 

1200  ! 

PcTiiisylvanitt 

Connecticut. . 

RliiHle  Island 

New  Jf  rsey 

New  York ) 

MH8BncliiiBett.a  Uay.  .  ) 

New  Hiiini>ithir« 

Nova  Scotia 

1.0B2.000 

•  Of  these  100.000  are  German  and  other  foreign  Protestant*. 


Major -Oeneral  Johnson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  New-Tork  Papen,  Bandie  Kk,,  No.  TB.  ] 

_,    ,      ,  Lake  George.  3  oept'  1755. 

My  Lords, 

As  F  left  all  those  papers  which  were  not  necessary  to  my  present  Military  Departtnent 
behind  me,  I  can  not  be  exact  as  to  the  date  when  I  had  the  honour  to  write  to  your  Lordnp* 
Vol.  VI.  126 
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I  think  it  was  about  the 


with  a  copy  of  my  proceedings  at  the  late  meeting  with  the  Indians. 

"  AW  Jotdians  have  already  Joined  me.  and  as  small  parties  ^^^^^l^^^^^;^ 

must  obey  their  o  ders."     The  Sachems  of  the  several  Nations  now  wUh  me,  have  th,s  day 
Tt  them'  an    her  deputation,  to  try  if  by  fresh  arguments  they  can  bnng  them  over  to 
neutrlmy;  this  is  to  be  the  last  effort.     Our  Indians  appear  to  be  very  s.ncere  and  zea.ous  n 
ourcause  and  their  young  Men  can  hardly  be  withheld  from  going  out  a  Sea  p>ng;  but  t^.a   , 
:::rughreither  prudent  or  politic  until  the  Cognawagaes  give  their  final  answer  wh.h  I 

^TelralThiHer-n^'fter  his  arrival  at  Albany  in  bis  way  to  Oswego,  grew  dissatisfied 
wi  h  them-  under  him  several  others  were  commissioned  and  employed.     These   persons 

TXoT^ZZr^^^l  <.cc„,io„  of  »U  .his  .urpri.i„g  conduC  .ha.  I  had  .o.    .he^  ,  waa 
;;::r»,e«upe.„.e„.e„.of.he.a.a..,».|eM^^^ 

M    '.°r7colnnd  w„„M  not  .aft,  me  .0  lea.e  Albany,  cherwi..  1  woald  have  gone  my.elf, 
«n,l  I  believe  should  sooa  liave  put  a  stop  to  all  these  violent  ine»sv.-..s. 

n  1  at  llhany  a  great  number  or  original  letter,  and  paper,.  »h,ch  g,ve  part  cul  r 

ave  at  '^'°» J^       \^     ,        ,„j  ,i||,„„„,  conduct  of  the,e  Agents  of  C.oV  Wnrley  ., 

S'lrrhad  th^mh:::,  .  ;:ia  no.  tro„ble  yo„r  Lord...  wLh  a  d..ail,  whieh  .ho' very 

■":?'S  ""^'rrirarl'tV::m:""'atl' or  more  scurnlous  falshoods,  more  ba.e  and 

;ln  et,n        leJn  done  with  his  knowledge  and  consent,  fo,  the  Indians,  since  they 
Cbeenrthi     Camp  told  n,e  that  he  said  at  the  upper  .Mohawk  Ca,tle.  that  1  w«  a, 

U  Stat       I  ,    reating.U,a.i.was  I.e.  suppiie e  with  money  and  •""  "» -j""'".  H  "      ' 

dr,;  ette  ...c.  they  .L  this  in  public  before  the  (;hi.f  Ollicers  in  th,s  Army  and  des.red  they 
might  be  wittnesses  to  what  they  told  me. 
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The  reason  or  the  pretended  reason  which  Gen'  Shirley  pleads  for  his  thus  opposing  my 
Indian  Management  and  setting  up  these  persons  in  opposition  to  me,  is  that  I  would  not  get 
him  some  Indians  to  escourt  him  from  Schenectady  to  Oswego.  1  had  indeed  mentioned  it  to 
some  of  the  Sachems,  but  they  told  me,  as  his  way  to  Oswego  lay  thro'  their  several  Countries 
(Oswego  itself  is  in  the  Senecas  Country)  they  would  not  conceive  there  was  any  occasion  for 
escourting  him,  and  that  when  he  came  to  Oswego  there  was  no  fear  but  many  of  the  united 
nations,  would  according  to  my  desire  meet  him  there  and  assist  him.  Numbers  of  the  Troops 
had  gone  up  without  any  molestation,  not  the  least  interruption  had  been  given  to  any  one  ; 
the  Traders  to  Oswego  were  daily  going  and  returning  with  single  Boats.  Those  who  are 
acquainted  with  Indian  Affairs,  well  know,  that  it  would  have  been  the  worst  of  policy  for  the 
French  at  that  time  to  have  violated  the  tranquility  of  the  Country  of  the  United  Nations;  'tis 
true  some  small  parties  of  Indians  had  been  discovered  between  Schenectady  and  my  house, 
but  they  are  looked  upon  as  a  set  of  Free  Booters,  and  Gov'  Shirley's  body  guard  would  have 
been  a  full  security  to  him  against  any  of  these,  even  his  premier  Lyddius  when  I  talked  to 
him  on  this  head  owned  to  me  he  saw  no  want  of  Indians  for  an  escourt,  and  said  he  would 
e:ideavour  to  dissuade  Gen'  Shirley  from  it. 

It  is  with  reluctance  I  trouble  your  LordPP-  with  these  affairs,  but  as  I  have  been  honoured 
with  a  Department  of  great  importance  and  entrusted  with  monies  belonging  to  the  Crown,  it 
behoves  me  on  every  account  not  to  be  wholly  silent.  I  have  said  as  little  as  I  possibly  could 
to  give  your  LohIpp'  some  idea  of  transactions  which  I  apprehend  come  properly  under  the 
cognizance  of  your  Board. 

Gov'  Shirley's  conduct,  not  only  shook  the  system  of  Indian  Affairs,  gave  me  fresh  vexation 
and  perplexities,  but  occasioned  considerable  and  additional  expences  on  all  sides,  which  would 
otherwise  have  been  saved.  The  profuse  offers  which  his  agents  made  to  the  Indians  in  order 
to  debauch  them  from  joining  me,  tho'  it  did  not  succeed  but  with  very  few,  yet  gave  to 
all  such  self  importance,  that  when  I  urged  to  any  of  them  who  made  demands  upon  me, 
their  unreasonableness,  they  reproached  me  that  they  had  refused  Gov'  Shirley's  greater  offers, 
by  whom  they  were  promised  all  they  should  desire.  The  critical  situation  of  Indian  Affairs 
in  particular  and  of  public  aflfairs  in  general,  M'  Braddock's  defeat  also  happening  about  this 
time — under  these  circumstances  I  was  forced  to  compromise  matters  and  make  compliances, 
which  they  would  otherwise  neither  have  expected  nor  submitted  to. 

My  Lords,  I  will  hasten  to  a  conclusion ;  From  General  Shirley's  late  behaviour  and  his 
letters  to  me,  I  perceive  he  is  and  will  be  my  inveterate  Enemy ;  that  the  whole  weight  of 
his  power,  his  influence,  his  craft  and  abilities,  will  be  exerted  to  blast  my  character,  here  and 
here  only  am  I  anxious.  Gross  falsehoods  (such  as  he  has  already  asserted,  both  in  his 
speeches  to  the  Indians  and  in  his  letters  to  me)  artful  misrepresentations — deliberate 
malice  —presentment'  worked  up  by  people  in  his  confidence,  whose  interest,  nay  whose  very 
livelyhood  depends  upon  inflaming  him  against  me.  These  My  Lords  are  circumstances  which 
I  own  disturb  me. 

I  am  sensible,  Gov'  Shirley  has  in  many  respects  been  an  active  and  a  useful  servant  to 
the  Crown,  and  tho'  I  have  reason  to  think  he  does  not  wear  power  with  generous  ease 
and  true  dignity,  yet  his  rank  in  public  life  will  naturally  give  him  consequence  and  gain  him 
influence.     Were  I  to  open  in  a  particular  manner,  the  whole  scene  of  my  conduct  with  regard 

'  rejeutiuent.  Sew-  York  Doeumenlari/  History,  II.,  087.  —  En. 
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to  the  public  and  him.  and  from  the  papers  and  letters  in  my  possession,  to  contrast  h.s  conduct 
with  regard  to  the  disputes  between  us.  I  say,  were  I  to  do  this  and  any  one  who  should  th.nk 
it  worth  their  while,  calmlv  to  p.rn.e  and  impartially  to  examine  the  full  state  of  the  case  between 
us,  I  would  risk  charac. ,,  In.  an^  ■..tune  upon  the  decision.  But  I  apprehend  unless  I  am 
properly  called  upo,.  to  <io  this,  .uch  a  voluminous  appeal  would  not  hnd  either  leisure  or 
patience  from  those  persons,  whose  opinions  would  be  of  the  greatest  consequence,  I  might 
rather  perhaps  be  thought  impertinent  and  too  full  of  my  own  importance. 

My  present  address  on  this  subject  to  your  LordnP'  is,  to  entreat  you  will  at  least  receive 
those  acusations  against  me.  which    I    suspect  already  are  or  will  be   transmitted   by   Gov 
Shirlev,  with  a  suspension  of  your  judgment     If  your  LordPP*  are  disposed  to  have  the  .hole 
amply" h^id  before  you  and  1  live  to  receive  your  commands,  they  shall  be  obeyed  with  all 

possible  dispatch.  r  •       j    •        •»„ 

In  the  mean  time  I  beg  leave  to  declare  to  your  LordPP'  with  the  most  unfeigned  .mcenty. 
as  I  did  to  the  late  General  Braddo.k,  that  my  only  motives  for  accepting  the  commission  & 
powers  he  conferred  upon  me,  were  to  serve  my  King  and  my  country  at  this  important 
Juncture.  I  stipulated  with  him  for  no  reward,  and  whatever  expectations  I  might  indulge 
they  were  never  equal  to  the  fatigue  nor  the  disadvantages  to  my  private  iortune,  which  I 
foresaw  I  should,  and  which  I  have  suffered. 

My  Lords,  animated  by  my  Loyalty,  by  my  zeal  for  the  public  safety  and  welfare  (both 
which  were  at  stake)  and  by  some  desire  of  Fame.  I  accepted  Gen'  Braddoek's  Commission, 
and  executed  the  trust  reposed  in  me.  with  my  best  abilities  and  with  integrity.  Gov' 
Shirley's  interfering  in  the  authorative  and  ill  judged  manner  he  has  done,  was  injurious  to  the 
true  system  of  Indian  affairs,  a  violation  of  the  terms  of  ray  Commission  and  an  arbitrary  insult 

upon  my  character.  .,,,.,  .    u 

I  must  beg  leave  to  declare  to  your  LordPP'.  that  if  his  Maj'''  should  think  proper  to  honour 
me  with  the  Management  of  Indian  Affairs,  I  do  not  think  I  can  fulfill  His  [loyal  expectations 
and  do  that  service  to  my  Country  which  will  be  thereby  intended,  if  my  proceedings  are  to 
be  subiected  to  or  controlled  by  any  Governor,  who  may,  by  bein^  ill  advised  or  from  personal 
resentments,  or  from  other  undue  motives,  take  upon  him  to  counteract  my  measures.  I  ermit 
me  further  to  observe  to  your  LordPP',  that  unless  the  monies  appointed  to  carry  on  Indian 
Affairs  are  confided  to  my  disposal  and  a  certain  fund  fixed  on,  I  shall  be  ever  liable  to  be 
nerplexed  and  opposed,  and  often  perhaps  prevented  from  bringing  into  effect  schemes 
which  by  a  precarious  fund  I  may  be  forced  to  drop  and  so  loose  that  chain  which  may 
bind  the  whole  structure. 

My  Lords  I  hope  I  sliali  not  be  misunderstood.  I  do  not  thirst  for  power  or  honours  either 
from  ambition  or  pride,  my  judgement  not  my  passions  take  the  lead  on  this  subject. 

From  Gov'  Shirleys  ill  grounded  resentment— from  the  imperious  stile  he  writes  to  me 
since  Gen'  Braddoek's  death,  from  his  threatning  intimations  and  his  temper,  I  am  confirmed 
in  this  lesson,  that  a  subordinate  power  here  with  regard  to  Indian  AHairs,  and  a  f^und 
dependant  upon  the  will  and  pleasure  of  His  Majestys  Govern"  in  these  Colonies,  will  be 
incompatible  with  my  abilities  and  inclinations  to  conduct  them  ;  and  as  I  have  no  private  or 
mercenary  views  to  serve,  I  must  humbly  beg  leave  to  decline  the  charge,  unless  I  am  put 
upon  the  footing  as  above  intimated. 

I  shiil  always  be  disposed  to  take  advice  from  any  of  his  Maj"'  servants  here,  and  to  be 
accountable  for  my  conduct  to  any  Judicature  his  Maj'^  think  proper  to  appoint;  but  to 
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be  subjected  to  the  caprice  or  political  views  of  Gov",  I  cannot  think  will  ever  harmonize  with 
that  uniform  direction  of  Indian  Affairs  which  in  my  humble  opinion  is  the  only  judicious 
plan  which  can  be  pursued. 

Persuaded  I  am  that  if  the  management  of  Indian  Affairs  (those  of  the  six  Nations  I  mean) 
are  branched  out  into  various  channels  of  Power,  the  British  interest  relative  to  them  will  be 
unstable,  perplexed  and  in  the  end,  totally  lost — this,  past  •  \perience  teaches. 

I  am  building  a  Fort  at  this  lake  which  the  French  call  lake  S'  Sacrament,  but  I  have  given 
it  the  name  of  Lake  George,  not  only  in  honour  to  His  Majesty  but  to  assertain  his  undoubted 
dominion  here. 

I  found  it  a  meer  wilderness,  not  one  foot  cleared,  I  have  made  a  good  Waggon  Road  to  it 
from  Albany,  distance  about  70  miles;  never  was  house  or  Fort  erected  here  before;  We  have 
cleared  land  enough  to  encamp  5000  Men.  The  Troops  now  under  my  command  and  the 
reinforcements  on  the  way  will  amount  to  near  that  number.  Thro'  our  whole  march  from 
Albany,  tho'  parties  of  the  French  have  been  hovering  round  us,  we  have  had  but  one  man 
scalped  and  one  taken  prisoner;  they  had  both  strayed  four  miles  and  upwardsfrom  ourformer 
Camp,  contrary  to  the  orders  I  had  given.  When  our  Boats  are  brought  up  from  our  last 
encampment,  about  17  miles  from  hence  which  must  be  done  by  Waggons,  and  is  a  tedious  work. 
When  they  arrive  and  are  put  in  order,  I  propose  with  a  part  of  the  Troops  to  proceed  down  the 
Lake,  at  the  end  whereof  is  an  important  pass  called  Tionderogue  about  50  miles  from  hence, 
and  15  miles  from  Crown  point,  and  there  endeavour  to  take  post  till  the  rest  of  the  Forces 
join  me  and  then  march  to  the  attack  of  Crown  point,  all  which  I  hope  to  effect  in  about 
three  weeks. 

We  have  reason  to  expect  a  very  powerful  resistance  and  a  number  of  Indians  against  us, 
greatly  superior  to  what  we  have. 

I  am 

with  the  utmost  respect 
My  Lords. 

Your  Lord'"'"  most  obedient 
humble  servant. 

Wm.  Johnson 
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Speech  of  Ilendi'ich,  the  Indian  Sachem. 

[  New-York  P(ip«n,  Bundle  Kk.,  No.  80.  ] 

Camp  at  Lake  George  4.  Sept'  1765. 
Present— General  Johnson—  Major  General  Lyman. 


Lieut  Coll :  Whiting- 
Lieut.  Coll :  Pitkin. 


Coll :  Ruggles 

Capt"  Peter  Wraxall :  Seer :  for  Ind  :  AflF: 


Capt"  Butler      1 

Lieut'  Claape'    >•  Interpreters. 

W"  Printup       J 

Sachems  and  Warriors  of  the  several  Indian  Nations  who  having  desired  a  meeting  and 
made  a  speech  upon  several  affairs  relating  to  the  regulations  of  Army  matters;  when  they 
had  finished,  desired  every  body  to  stay,  and  hear  what  they  were  further  going  to  say.  .Cnea 
Hendrick  the  Great  Mohawk  Sachem  addressing  himself  to  Gen'  Johnson  spoke  as  follows. 

Brother  Warahejage  sole  superintendent  ettc. 

Sometime  ago  we  of  the  two  Mohawk  Castles,  were  greatly  alarmed  and  much  concerned, 
and  we  take  this  opportunity  of  speaking  our  minds  in  the  presence  of  many  Gentlemen 
concerning  our  Brother  Gov'  Shirley,  who  is  gone  to  Oswego- he  told  us-that  though  we 
thought,  you  our  brother  Warahejage  had  the  sole  management  of  Indian  affairs,  yet  that  he 
was  over  all ;  that  he  could  pull  down,  and  set  up.  He  further  told  us :  That  he  had  always 
been  this  great  Man.  and  that  you  our  Brother  Wariahejage  was  but  an  upstart  of  yesterday. 
These  kind  of  discourses  from  him  caused  a  great  uneasiness  and  confusion  amongst  us,  and 
he  confirmed  these  things  by  large  Belt  of  Wampum.  ,  ,     ,    . 

Brother.  I  just  now  said,  these  matters  made  our  hearts  ache  and  caused  a  great  deal  of 
confusion  in  our  Castles.  Gov'  Shirley  further  told  us :  •'  You  think  Your  Brother  Wanahejage 
..has  his  Commission  for  managing  your  affairs,  from  the  King  your  Father-but  you  are 
..  mistaken -he  has  his  Commission  and  all  the  monies  for  carrying  on  your  affairs  from  me 
..  and  when  I  please,  I  can  take  all  his  power  from  him ;  it  was  I  gave  him  all  the  presents  and 
.'  goods  to  fit  out  the  Indians  with."  r.    u  u 

Brother,  he  further  told  us  when  he  came  to  our  Fort:  '•  This  is  my  Fort,  it  was  Bu.lt  by 
..  mv  order  and  directions,  I  am  Ruler  and  Master  here,  and  now  Bretheren  I  desire  twenty 
..  of  your  Young  Warriours  from  this  Castle  to  join  me  as  your  Brother  Wariahejage  promised 
..me  you  would  do  and  be  ready  at  a  Whistle.  Bretheren  you  may  see,  I  have  the  chief 
..  command,  here  is  money  for  you.  my  pockets  are  full,  you  sha'n't  want,  besides  have  goods 
..  and  Arms  ready  for  all  that  will  go  with  me"-He  said  a  great  deal  more  of  the  like  kind, 
which  time  will  not  permit  us  to  repeat  at  present. 

He  was  two  days  pressing  and  working  upon  my  Brother  Abraham  to  go  with  h.m  as  a 
Minister  for  the  Indians-he  said  to  him  :  "  Wariahejage  gives  you  no  wages,  why  should  you 
..go  to  Crown  point,  you  can  do  nothing  there  but  crack  Lice;  with  me  there  will  be 
"  something  to  do  worth  while." 

•Clsuie.  —  Ep. 
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These  Speeches  made  us  quite  nshamed,  and  the  Five  Nations  hung  down  their  heads  and 
would  make  no  answer. 

But  Brother,  notwithstanding  all  these  temptations  and  speeches,  we  that  are  come  and  now 
here,  were  determined  to  remain  steadfast  to  you,  and  had  it  not  been  for  Gov'  Shirley's  money 
and  speeches,  you  would  have  seen  all  the  Six  Nations  here. 

Brother,  we  have  taken  this  opportunity,  to  give  you  this  relation,  that  the  Gentlemen  here 
present  may  know  and  testify  what  we  have  said,  and  hear  the  reasons,  why  no  more  Indians 
have  joined  this  Army. 

a  True  copy  from  the  original  minutes. 

Peter  Wraxall  Sec''  Ind  :  aff: 

New  York     Secretary's  Office  IS""  Sept'  1756. 
I  certify  the  preceeding  to  be  a  duplicate  of  a  copy  signed  Peter  Wraxall  Seer"  for  Ind  :  Aff: 
carefully  examined  and  compared  by  me. 

Jn"  Godby  Clerk. 


Govei-nor  Hardy  to  the  Zords  of  Trade. 


[  New- York  P«p«n,  Bundle  Kk.,  No.  61.  ] 


New  York,  6  Sept'  1765 


My  Lords 

I  have  now  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  that  I  arrived  here  the  2"»  inst : ,  landed  the  next  day 
and  published  His  Maj'^''  Commission. 

I  found  the  Assembly  sitting  on  a  Message  sent  them  by  the  Lieut*  Gov',  to  assist  the  Govern' 
of  Connecticut,  who  are  raising  2000  Men  for  the  reinforcing  Major  General  Johnson,  who 
commands  the  p:xpedition  against  Crown  point,  and  as  they  had  n»t  concluded  the  business,  I 
sent  them  a  Message  desiring  them  to  give  it  dispatch,  which  I  herewith  inclose,  together  with 
that  from  Lieut'  Gov',  the  resolutions  of  the  Assembly,  and  a  Council  of  War  held  by  Major 
General  Johnson,  for  your  LordPP'  information.  As  this  measure  was  concerted  and  agreed 
upon  before  my  arrival,  I  hope  your  Lordi'P'  will  approve  my  concurring  in  it,  as  any  delays 
in  me,  might  have  impeded  the  raising  such  a  body  of  Men  in  Connecticut  so  necessary  at  this 
important  juncture,  and  which  required  the  utmost  dispatch. 

As  the  Assembly  have  had  a  long  sitting  this  summer,  they  are  desirious  of  returning  into 
their  several  Countrys.  I  propose  when  they  have  finished  the  Bill  before  them  to  give  them 
an  adjournment. 

I  have  notified  my  arrival  to  the  several  Govern" 
I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  Lordships 

Most  obedient  and  humble  serv* 

Cha*  Hardy. 
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Minutes  of  General  Johnson's  Council  of   War, 

[  New-Tork  Fapen,  Bundle  Kk.,  No.  «8.  ] 

Camp  at  the  Great  Carrying  place. 

22.  August  1755.  P.  M. 

At  a  Council  of  War  held  by  the  Honourable  Major  General  Johnson,  Commander  la  Chief 
of  the  provincial  Troops  raised  on  the  present  Expedition  against  Crown  point. 


Pkesent — 


General  Johnson 
Lieut'  Coll :  Cole,  Major  General  Lejman 


Coll :  Timo  :  Ruggles 
Coll :  Moses  Titcomb 
ColhEphr:  Williams 
Coll :  Elez :  Goodrich 
Coll :  W"=  Cockroft 
Lieut'  Coll :  Bayly 
Lieut' :  Coll :  Pomroy 
Lieut'  Coll :  Whiting 

Capt°  Eyre  chief  Engeneer  and  Quarter  Master  General. 

Capt"  Peter  Wraxall  Secretary. 


Major  White 
Major  NichoUs 
Major  Ashley 
Major  Hoare 
Major  Dennison 
Major  Foot 
Major  Fitch 


r 


Article  1.  The  General  directed  the  Secretary  to  read  to  this  Council  of  War  a  letter  he 
received  last  night  from  Coll :  Blanchard  of  the  New  Hampshire  Regiment,  with  the  letters 
and  papers  therein  referred  to,  and  also  part  of  a  letter  which  the  General  received  at  the  same 
time  from  the  Lieut'  Gov'  of  New  York,  relating  to  the  matters  contained  in  Coll:  Blanchard's 
dispatches,  pnd  desired  the  opinion  of  this  Council  of  war  what  they  judge  necessary  to  be 
done  in  consequence  of  the  intelligence  and  matters  contained  in  the  afore  said  papers. 

Article  2.  The  Gener.;l  then  proposed  for  the  advice  of  this  Council  of  war,  which  way 
towards  Crown  point,  from  this  piece  they  would  advise  a  Road  should  be  cut,  for  the  March 
and  embaikation  of  the  Army,  and  whether  that  Road  should  be  immediately  set  about,  and 
that  he  had  directed  Capt"  Payson,  Lieut'  Butler  and  some  Indians  to  attend  in  order  to  assist 
with  their  informations,  the  deliberations  of  this  Council  of  war  on  this  important  question. 

Article  3.  The  General  laid  before  this  Council  of  War  the  last  returns  made  him  of  the 
state  of  this  Army,  at.d  desired  they  would  take  the  same  into  their  perious  consideration, 
together  with  the  informations  of  some  of  the  Indians  present,  who  arrived  here  last  night 
from  Canada  and  Crown  point,  as  also  the  sentiments  of  all  of  them  now  present  relative  to 
forming  a  judgement  for  future  proceedings,  and  measures  necessary  to  be  taken  hereon. 

Upon  the  first  Article :  It  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  this  Council  of  War,  that  the  New 
Hampshire  Regiment  should  be  retained  in  this  service,  and  that  they  be  furnished  with 
provisions  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  several  Govern"  concerned  in  this  expedition. 

In  answer  to  the  second  article:  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  this  Council  of  War,  that 
the  Road  to  Lake  S'  Sacrament  appears  to  them  the  most  eligible,  and  that  it  be  immediately 
set  about;  upon  which  the  General  put  the  question,  what  number  of  Troops  the  Council 
thought  sale  and  sullicient  to  carry  in  that  work  and  build  a  place  of  arms  and  Magazines. 
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Voted  iu  the  Affirmative  two  tliousand  Men  and  half  the  Artillery  and  a  suitable  quantity  of 
Artilcry  stores.  The  Council  of  War  at  their  own  motion  was  adjourned  to  9  o'clock  to 
morrow  morning. 


lil 


Saturday  between  9  and  10  o'clock  A.  M. 

The  Council  of  War  met  according  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday  evening,  and  hfi  ing 
taken  into  tiieir  serious  consideration  the  present  state  of  this  Army,  as  laid  before  them  by 
the  General  iu  the  last  returns  made  to  him  the  17.  18.  and  19.  inst:  by  which  they  find  tlie 
whole  amount  of  the  Men  fit  for  duty  including  Serg"  Corporals  and  Drumnis  were  at  that  time 
2932,  since  which  the  number  of  the  sick  are  considerable  increised,  and  IG.  Deserters  from 
one  Regiment;  so  that,  when  the  New  Hampshire  Regiment  fhall  join  the  Army,  they 
apprehend  the  whole  number  of  men  fit  for  duty  may  be  estimated  between  31  and  3200. — 
The  Council  also  find  by  the  answer  of  the  Cagnawagee  Indians,  to  Gen'  Johnson's  Embassy, 
sent  by  the  four  Mohawk  Indians  who  arrived  here  from  Canada  and  Crown  Point  the  21. 
inst:  and  the  said  Cagnawagees  speech  to  those  .Mohawks,  whicfi  tlie  General  laid  before  the 
Council  of  War,  that  the  Cagnawagees  will  join  with  tiieir  whole  force  the  French  against  us. 
That  from  the  accounts  Gen'  Johnson  gives  of  his  conversation  with  the  said  four  Indians,  it 
appears  that  the  French  are  all  in  motion  in  Canada  towards  Crown  Point ;  that  the  Road 
from  Montreal  to  S'  John's  is  constantly  crowded  with  carriages  passing  to  and  fro'  with 
provisions  and  stores  to  be  dispatched  by  the  Brigantine,  and  one  smaller  vessel  up  Lake 
Champlain  to  Crown  I'oint,  wliich  vessels  are  constantly  employed  therein;  that  the  Enemy 
flinging  up  new  works  at  Crown  Point  and  every  body  there  busily  employed.  The  said 
Indians  further  inform,  that  there  appeared  to  them  a  great  plenty  of  provisions,  that  three 
Men-of-War  from  Europe  had  arrived  at  Qiiebeck  with  provisions,  arms,  cloathing  &  0000 
Troops  which  the  French  said  were  designed  for  Crown  Point. 

That  the  Gov"'  of  Canada  was  calling  in  all  the  Indians  settled  around  that  Country,  who 
these  Indians  do  not  doubt  will  readily  and  warndy  join  the  French,  and  will  with  the 
Cagnawagees  amount  to  a  very  considerable  number.  'I'iiat  the  French  Gov""  at  Montreal  told 
them,  he  waited  impatiently  for  Gen'  Johnson  and  his  Troops,  and  should  be  very  glad  to  see 
him,  that  he  should  have  ready  to  oppose  him  8000  Men  besides  Indians.  That  the  Frencii 
have  had  pretty  exact  intelligence  of  all  our  motions  from  the  Marching  of  the  first  division 
from  Albany.  That  if  we  marched  by  the  way  of  the  wood  Creek,  they  designed  to  attack  us 
at  South  Bay,  if  by  the  way  of  Lake  S'  Sacrament  at  Tieonderoga,  that  when  these  Indians 
past  by  Crown  Point,  there  were  not  above  100  Men  there,  and  two  hundred  more  on  their 
way  from  S'  John's,  but  that  by  this  time,  they  doubted  not  they  are  greatly  ei'creased,  and 
daily  arriving  as  also  the  Indian?.  That  our  Indians  are  of  opinion,  that  the  Frencli  will 
fortify  at  Tieonderogo,  and  be  much  too  strong  for  us  there,  that  some  of  the  most  steady  and 
best  affected  Indians  who  came  here  with  the  General,  as  also  these  now  arrived  from  Canada, 
have  several  times  with  apparent  uneasiness  assured  tiio  General  and  the  Indian  oflicers,  that 
we  were  far  short  of  a  sufficient  Number,  to  expect  any  success  against  the  French,  and  have 
further  added,  that  tliey  were  of  opinion,  we  should  be  defeated,  yet  they  were  our  Bretheren 
and  would  live  and  dye  with  us. 

These  informations  from  the  Imlians  were  confirmed  and  sworn  to  before  the  Council  by 
Lieutenants  .Vdems,  Butler  and  Stevens. 
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This  Council  of  war  having  taken  all  these  matters  into  their  most  serious  consideration, 
and  examined  since  last  night  to  the  utmost  of  their  abilities,  the  great  subject  now  before 
Ihem  in  which  examination  they  have  made  allowances  for  the  natural  Boastings  and  Vapour 
of  the  French  to  our  Indians,  are  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  the  minutes  of  this  Council  of 
War,  be  with  all  possible  dispatch  transmitted  by  the  General  to  the  several  Govern",  who  have 
raised  Troops  on  the  present  expedition,  and  that  Gen'  Johnson  do  urge  to  the  said  Govern  , 
the  necessity  of  speedy  and  sufficient  reinforcements,  as  there  is  great  reason  to  believe  we 
shall  be  opposed  by  the  main  strength  of  Canada,  and  that  in  the  mean  while,  the  army  do 
proceed  with  all  possible  dispatch  and  vigour,  upon  the  present  expedition ;  that  General 
Johnson  do  also  inform  the  said  Govern",  of  the  necessity  there  will  be  of  Cloathing  and 
Blankets,  to  be  sent  for  the  Troops,  who  are  too  thin  cloathed.  for  the  approaching  season, 
except  it  be  the  New  York  Regiment,  who  only  will  want  additional  Bedding. 


Jonath"  White 
Eben:  NichoUs 
Rob'  Dennison 
Noah  Ashley 
Eleazer  Fitch 
Jonath :  Hoare 


Will:  Eyre.' 


P.  Lyman,  Major  General. 

Timothy  Ruggles 
Moses  Titcomb 
\  Eleaz :  Goodrich. 

?  Eph:  Williams 

'"  W"  Cockcrofl 

Jon'"  Bagly 
Seth  Pomeroy 
John  Pitkin 
Nathan  Whiting: 
EdW*  Cole. 


N.  B.  Major  Foot  desired  leave  to  withdraw  from  the  Council  yesterday  being  taken  ill. 

A  true  copy  from  the  original  minutes  Examined  by  me. 

Peter  Wraxall  :  Seer  • 
A  true  copy.     Examined  by 

Gw:  Banyar  D  Secrt^ 


Gavei-nor  Hardy  to  the  Lords  of  IVade. 

I  Htw-Tork  r*|wn,  Bundl*  lU.,  Mo.  TB.  ] 

My  Lords,  .     .  ,  r.  j 

I  have  now  the  honour  to  give  you  an  acc«  of  the  succesn  of  the  Provincial  Forces  under 

Major  General  Johnson  who  commands  the  expedition  against  Crown  point. 

The  inclosed  is  a  copy  I  received  Express  this  morning,  and  is  the  only  account  I  have  of 

the  Action.     1  am  this  afternoon  going  to  Embark  with  some  of  His  Maj"'  Council  to  Albany, 

'  Ueut»n«nt  Coloii.l  UitUiUi  Et«»,  Enfjinwr  m  Ordin.ry.  wm  coromiMioneil  m  M^jor  in  Ui«  Army  on  7U.  January,  1766. 
,nJ  iTotnol-.l  to  ll..-  r.nk  of  I..*ut.  l'..l.  on  ll.»  17  July,  UftH.  Hi«  n.n,..  i.  not  lo  be  foun.l  in  Iho  Army  Li.t  uf  1766.  Il« 
built  fort  William  Htnry.  at  lbal.«»d  of  Uk«  Ueorga,  in  1746.  Nm-Yark  D,Kwn*,U»ry  tlittoty,  IV.,  5ift.  -  Eu 
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where  I  apprehend  I  can  be  of  infinite  more  serviceof  making  all  the  advantage  of  this  success, 

than  by  remaining  here  so  distant  from  the  scene  of  Action.     I  shall,  when  I  can  be  furnished 

with  materials,  transmit  to  your  Lord^P'  the  particulars. 

The  provinces  of  the  Massachusets  are  raising  2800.  Connecticut  2000  and  New  Hampshire 

300  Men,  these  reinforcements  we  hope  will  join  General  Johnson  in  a  short  time,  and  will 

enable  him  to  improve  this  victory.     Whatever  is  in  my  power  to  contribute  towards  it,  Your 

LordPi"  may  depend  on,  and  I  beg  leave  to  congratulate  your  LordPP'  upon  it,  and  am.  ettc, 

Cha»  Hardy. 
Sept'  14.  1755 

P.  S.  the  Express  who  brought  this  account  says,  about  6  or  700  of  the  Enemy  are  killed. 


;    .! 


<  ■«   »  «»♦- 


Captain,   Wraxall  to  JMutenant-Oovernor  De  Lancey. 

[Now. York  Papen,  Bundle Kk.,  No.  7-1.] 

_  Lake  George.  10  Sepi'  1756 

Dear  Sir.  ^  ' 

The  S"-  inst :  a  party  of  1000  Men  and  200  Indians  I  detached  against  the  Enemy,  who  were 
judged  by  the  account  of  our  Scouts  were  on  the  attack  at  the  carrying  place,  or  had  gained 
their  points,  or  been  drove  off  thence.— This  party  met  the  Enemy  about  4.  miles  off,  engaged, 
but  found  them  too  strong  for  them,  and  made  the  best  retreat  they  could  ;  numbers  were  killed 
on  both  sides,  I  believe  most  on  ours,  particularly  among  our  Indians  ;  however,  we  did  not 
loose  many  Men  in  the  retreat;  the  Enemy  marched  to  our  Camp,  and  about  12.  attacked  us 
with  their  whole  force.  The  engagement  lasted  very  warm  on  both  sides  till  past  four,  when 
the  Enemy  began  to  slacken  their  fire,  gave  way  and  tied.  Our  Artillery  played  briskly  in 
our  front  the  whole  time,  and  the  breast  work  secured  our  Men  ;  the  attack  was  begun  by  the 
Regular  Troops  on  our  center,  the  Indians  ettc.  on  the  left  of  the  line,  and  afterwards  they 
made  a  vigorous  attack  on  our  right  —  Col  •  Titcoinb  of  a  Roston  lies'  killed,  which  is  all  the 
Officers  I  heard  of.  Our  Gen'  wounded  in  the  hip,  I  found  he  grew  stiff  and  1  led  him  off  to 
get  him  dressed,  I  touched  him  when  he  was  shot,  and  thought  I  saw  the  shvit  enter,  1  judged 
it  to  ho  near  the  small  of  his  hack  and  feared  'twas  mortal,  but  we  happily  found  it  was 
lower;  the  ball  remains  and  he  sutlers  pain.  1  have  sent  for  D'  Middleton  (who,  poor  man,  I 
hear  is  sick )  i(  possibly  to  come  up  ami  take  care  of  him.  Our  dead  in  the  two  Engagements, 
do  not  I  believe  amount  to  much  more  than  150  and  about  100  wounded,  but  I  can  get  no 
exact  rt'tiirn  as  yet. 

The  French  (icn'  the  Huron  de  Diskiau  we  have  taken,  he  is  biully  wounded  and  I  fear  will 
not  live;  we  understand  he  is  General  of  all  the  Regular  Forces  lately  arrived  from  Europe, 
an  elderly  Man,  and  very  much  of  a  Gentleman,  St,  n  great  reputation  ns  n  Soldier.  By  his 
papers,  at  (Jrown  Point,  aiul  at  Tieonderogue  he  iiad  ;1I7I.  Regular  Troops,  from  that  place  to 
Crown  point  they  have  forlifyed  all  the  advantageous  passes.  lie  was  mistaken  in  his 
intelligence,  and  the  Indians  and  Canadians  gave  way.  This  he  says,  occasioned  his  defeat. 
His  aid-dc-Camp  cume  into  our  Camp  when  it  was  dark,  and  iurrendered  himself.     His  Major 
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Gen'  was  killed,  and  many  other  considerable  Officers,  tliey  made  a  bold  attack  and  maintained 
it  bravely ;  our  Cannon  and  breast  work  saved  us ;  we  have  about  25  prisoners,  tiie  number 
of  the  Enemy  is  variously  reported  by  the  prisoners  ;  their  Gen'  says.  1600.  othe'-s  2000  and 
others  2300.  We  were  I  believe  effective  about  2200  at  the  time  of  the  engagement,  of  which 
many  of  them  could  not  engage  but  kept  posts  where  the  Enemy  might,  but  did  not  attack. 
Our  Officers  and  Men  are  quite  wore  out  with  fatigue,  we  have  been  under  arms,  night  and 
day  since  the  first  intelligence.  I  am  so  exhausted  I  can  scarcely  hold  the  pen.  We  were 
going  to  build  a  Fort,  but  it  must  be  suspended  tiK  we  are  reinforced. 

The  French  hnrried  off,  and  head  many  of  their  dead.  Our  Indians  have  taken  off  near  70 
scalps,  they  have  lost  about  40  of  their  people,  Old  Hendrick  I  fear  is  killed,  they  are  very 
much  enraged,  but  not  in  so  high  spirits  as  I  could  wish 

Another  engagement  took  place  about  4  &  5.  some  New  Hampshire  and  New  York  Troops 
about  210,  they  were  as  I  understand  recoiinitring,  heard  our  fire,  marched  briskly  towards  us, 
met  300  Canadians  and  Indians  where  the  engagement  was  in  the  morning,  who  fled  from  the 
Battle  at  our  Camp  to  scalp  our  people  kiUed  in  the  morning.  Our  brave  party  fought  nobiy 
put  the  Enemy  to  flight,  and  made  a  considerable  slaughter.  Capt"  Maginis  Commanded  the 
party,  behaved  with  the  utmost  Calmness  &  resolution,  was  brought  in  mucli  wounded  on  a 
Horse,  and  I  fear  cannot  Tve ;  be  his  memory  honoured.  The  Council  of  War  have  given 
their  opinion,  that  one  General  letter  be  wro'e  to  all  the  Govern"  and  dispatched  directly  to 
Boston,  from  thence  to  Connecticut,  they  expect  reinforcements  which  will  be  very  welcome 
to  us.  We  are  apprehensive  &  our  Indians  very  much  so,  that  th*?  French  will  make  a  more 
formidable  attack  upon  us  and  bring  Artillery  up  the  Lake.  I  enclose  your  Honour  the  order 
of  Battle  found  amongst  the  French  Gen.>rals  papers,  also  the  Cieneral's  title  and  his  Aid-de- 
Camp,  which  the  latter  just  now  wrote  &  sent  me.  The  long  letter  with  particulars  going 
to  Boston  and  minutes  of  Council  of  War,  if  not  before,  I  hope  you  will  receive  in  a  day  or 
two  nfler  this.  All  at  present  is  done  in  a  hurry  and  in  an  irregular  army  all  allowances  must 
be  made.  We  had  two  alarms  while  I  was  drawing  tip  that  letter.  You  will  in  this  pardon 
all  inaccurr.cy  Biunuers  ettc.  1  was  willing  to  write  Your  Honour  a  line,  'tis  ..ow  a  sort  of 
letter,  I  am  every  moment  interrupted,  and  liave  a  thousand  things  to  do.  I  aia 
Most  rerpectfully 

8ir,  Your  Honours 

most  obedient  servant 

Teter  Wraxai.l  A-de  Camp. 

Our  General's  wound  paina  him,  he  begs  his  salutations;  he  behaved  in  all  respects  worthy 
his  station  and  is  the  Idol!  of  the  Army. 

Capl"  Eyre  who  commanded  the  artillery  with  great  Resolution  and  address,  gives  me  the 
inclosed  letters,  which  your  iionour  wilt  please  to  take  care  and  forward. 

Taken  and  wounded. 
Mons'  Le  Baron  de  Deski.  u  Marshal  des  Camps  and  armies  and  Commander  in  Chief  oi 
all  the  Forces  in  Canada. 

Mons'  de  Bernier  Aid-de  Camp  to  Gen'  and  Lieut'  in  tliu  Royal  Swccdish  Ueg'. 

a  true  copy — F^xam*'  by  me 

Lamb*  Mooiie.  D  Seer'''. 
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Letter  frovx  a  Gunner  to  his  Cousin. 

[  Now- York  Papers,  Bundle  Tik.,  Ko.  75.  ] 

r,       ^      .  Lake  George  10  Sep'  1765. 

Dear  Cousin, 

On  the  sixth  one  of  the  Sachems  dreamed  a  dream,  and  ordered  prayer^  to  be  read,  (a  prayer 
was  read  in  the  Indian  Camp)  and  the  Sachems  c  ered  no  person  to  go  out  on  the  left  of  the 
Camp,  which  was  obeyed.  On  the  eeventh  at  4.  P.  M.  three  Mohawks  cr.me  in  who  went 
Scouts,  and  told  us  a  great  body  of  Men  was  come  from  Crown  point.  A  Council  of  War  was 
held,  and  orders  was  given  foi  1000  Men  to  be  ready  to  scour  the  Woods  next  morning,  which 
was  accordingly  r'one,  under  the  command  of  Coll:  Williams  Lieut' Coll:  Whiting  and  our 
Mohawks,  with  King  Hondrick*  Capt"  Farreli,  Stoddart,  McKiunis.  About  3  or  4.  miles  from 
the  Camp  we  begun  the  attack  which  was  about  the  hour  of  eight  in  the  morning,  they  fought 
and  retreated  to  the  camp,  when  the  French  thought  to  go  thro'  all,  but  was  much  surprised 
with  our  Artillery  which  made  Lanes,  Streets  and  Alleys  thro'  their  army;  they  fought  the 
front  two  hours,  and  then  came  on  the  right  wing,  which  was  commanded  by  Coll:  Tidcomb, 
and  attacked  two  hours  there,  and  back  to  the  front  again  and  thought  to  come  in  on  the  rear 
of  our  army;  but  the  General  perceiving  danger  ordered  me  to  throw  some  shells,  which 
accordingly  I  did,  and  some  32  pounders,  which  soon  made  them  sliift  births;  they  retreated 
in  sad  disorder,  and  with  shouts  of  Victory  we  got  the  day.  About  700  French  and  Indians 
got  back  to  their  old  place  of  encampment,  where  they  met  with  Capt"  Magines  and 
Folsom  with  a  party  of  170  Men,  and  after  an  attack  of  abou::  two  hours  inl.,-ely  defeated  the 
Enemy.  We  had  a  Muster,  and  find  our  loss  not  to  exceed  170  and  30  wounded.  Our  Gen' 
is  wounded,  but  thank  God,  not  mortal^  both,  him  and  Aid-de-Camp  with  other  officers 
distinguished  themselves  by  their  bravery.  The  loi<s  on  the  other  side  was  computed  to  ue 
near  700.  We  have  the  head  Gen^'ral  prisoner  and  its  thought  mortally  wounded  and  his 
Aid-de-Camp.  Their  Major  Gen'  was  killed,  he  was  the  same  who  commanded  at  Ohio.  His 
Inst  words,  fight  on  '  •'vs  .is  is  Johnson  not  Rraddock.  They  sr.y  they  lost  four  Capt"',  and 
how  many  other  Ollicers  tney  cannot  tell.     We  lost  the  following  brave  (JlKce.-s 

Coll:  Williams 

Coll:  Tidcomb 

Capt"  of  Indiana  and  King  Hendrick 

Fnrrel,  Stoddard,  M'Kiunis.     Provincials. 

Cap'  Tice. 

Capl"  Miiginnis  in  the  pains  of  death. 

On  their  retreat  they  killed  what  prisoners  they  had  taken  and  scalped  tiieni.  We  found 
the  poor  creatures  lyed  to  each  other  by  threes  and  lours.  Our  Blacks  behaved  better  than 
the  Whites.  My  love  lo  all  friends,  excuse  haste,  we  are  buysied  burying  tht  dead;  I  wish 
we  iiad  fresh  supplys  before  its  too  late.     I  am  ettc. 

I'.  S.  we  have  various  accounts  about  the  numbers  we  engaged  with,  but  by  the  Capl"  of 
!'ionier8  I  am  told  for  a  certainty  700  Indians  1250  Whites. 


"P 


(This  letter  wa?  wrote  by  a  (Junner  who  Acts  under  Capl"  Eyres). 


v.: 
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Return  of  Killed,    Wounded  and  Missing  in  the  Battle  of  Lake  George. 

[  New-York  Pap«r«,  Bundle  Kk.,  No.  T8.  ] 

Head  Quarters.  Camp  at  Lake  George  11.  Sepf  1755. 
Returns  of  the  killed,  wounded  and  missing  in  the  provincial  Troops  under  the 
command  of  Major  General  Johnson,  after  the  engagement  of  the  morne 
and  the  subsequent  attack  on  the  Camp  on  Monday  the  8"'  inst.  between 
the  said  Troops  the  British  allied  Indians  and  the  French  Regulars,  the 
Canadiiiiis  and  Enemy  Indians  under  the  Comand  of  Mons'  Le  Baron 
de  Dieiskau  Marshal  des  Camps  and  of  the  French  forces  sent  to  Canada 
and  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  the  French-troops  in  America. 


Major  General  Johnson  wonnded  in  the  hip. 


The  first  Regiment  of  Massachusetts  Bay  Commanded  by 
Coll:  Timo:  Rurgles 

Capt"  Solomoii  Key;i.  Lieut:  Nathan:  Gilbert,  Lieut:  Joshua 
Williams,  Ensign  Jol«^  ;  Uzdale,  Ensign  Joseph  Brenlnal 

Lieut*  Thompson 

Non  Commiss"*  Officers  &  Privates 

The  Second  Massachusets  Regiment  Commanded  by  Coll: 
Moses  Titcopib. 

Coll:  Moses  Titcomb,  Lieut' 

Non  Commiss''  Ot.icers  &  Privates, 

Maj'  Nieholls,  a  Lieul"  &  1.  Ensign 

Private  .Men - 

Non-Corn'*  Officers  &  Private  Men 


Tlie  third  Massachusets  Regiment  commanded  by  Coll: 
Eph:  Williams. 

Coll:  Kph:  Wiilinms,  Major  Noah  Ashley,  Capl"  Moses 
Porter,  Capt"  lugerso'e,  Lieut'  f^imon  Cobb,  Lieut:  Dan: 
Pomroy,  Lieut  Nath:  Burt,  Ensign  John  Slratten,  Ensign 
Reuben  Wait 

Non-Comm''  Officers  &  Private  men 

Capt"'  Simon  Davis  &  Elisha  Ilawley  &  En.sign  Josiah 
Williams 

Non  Comm''  Officers  &  private  Men 

Private  Men 

First  Connecticut  Regiment  commanded  by  Maj'  Gen' 
Lyman. 

Lieut"  James  Jones 

Non-Comm''  Officers  &  privates 

d"  d"  

Privates  . .  
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28 


25 


Second   Connecticut    Reg'  commanded    by   Lieut'   Coll : 
Whiting.  ■^ 

Lieut'  Thomas  Barnham 

Non-Comm''  Officers  &  Privates  ...""."'.'.!!".!!!!!!]]]!" 

Lieut'  Ruggles  &  15  privates '.'..'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.' 

Rhode  Island  Reg'  commanded  by  Lieut'  Coll:  Cole. 

Non-Comm'*  Officers  &  I'rivates 

Private  men 

Private  man 


Three   Connecticut  Companys  of  New  York    Regiment 
comman''  by  Major  Fitch. 

Private  Men 

Private  Man '.........'. 

Private  Men 


Total 
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120. 

80. 

62. 

Of  the  British-  allied  Indians  killed  and  missing   (among  which   is   Hendrick   the  great 

Mohawk  Sachem )  and  another  great  Sachim  of  the  said  Castle  killed),  in  all: 3S. 

Wounded 

12. 

The  Upper  Mohawk  Castle  sustained  the  greatest  loss,  many  chief  Warriors  were  killed  and 
others  wounded. 

In  the  engagement  towards  evening  between  the  deMchments  of  the  New  Hampshire 
and  New  York  Reg"  from  the  camp  at  the  great  carrying  place  and  the  Canadians  and  Indians, 
from  the  best  accounts  yet  obtained,  2.  killed,  11.  Wounded  and  5  Missing.  The  brave  Capf 
Maginis  who  commanded  this  party  died  two  days  after  of  his  wounds  in  this  Camp. 

The  French  General  the  Baron  de  Dieiskau  taken  prisoner,  and  very  badly  wounded;  his 

Aid-de-Camp  surrendered  himself  the  same  night.     Tlie  Baron  says,  his  Major  General  was 

killed,  as  was  Mon^s  S'  Pierre  who  commanded  the  Indians,  m.ny  other  of  the  Enemies  Chief 

Officers  reported  by  the  p.isoners  to  be  either  killed  or  wounded. 

Peter  Wbaxai.l. 

v       V    I   ij        .      ,    ^„  „  Aid-de-Camp  to  Gen'  Johnson. 

New  York  Secretary's  Office  20  Sept'  1765. 

The  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  Return. 

Examined  and  compared  therewith  l)y  me 

Lamb'  Moore.  D.  Secry. 
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2:  Fownall,  Esq.,  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[New-Tork  P»pe«,  Bundle  Kk.,  No.  T2.] 

New  York  20  Sept' 1755. 

^^  Sit  Ch'arles  Hardy  being  gone  up  to  Albany,  and  desiring  me  to  forward  his  letters  to  Your 
LordPP'  which  I  had  the  honour  to  do  by  a  Vessel  that  sailed  from  this  Port  yesterday, 
duplicates  whereof  I  now  send  your  Lordrp-  by  a  vessel  that  I  am  told  will  sail  to  morrow;  and 
further  particulars  having  been  sent  me  since  his  departure,  I  take  the  liberty  to  inclose  them 
to  your  LordPP',  for  tho'  they  are  but  detached  and  private  accounts  of  the  action,  they  will 
serve  to  explain  M^  Wraxall's  letters;  and  if  Your  LordPP-  have  not  yet  received  the  account 
wrote  by  Direction  of  the  Council  of  War,  be  the  best  account  that  can  be  got  at  present. 

There  are  many  further  accounts  brought  down  from  Albany  by  the  Schippers,  of  which  the 
following  is  one.  That  when  the  French  Indians  were  for  standing  aside  and  letting 
the  EncrHsh  and  French  decide  the  Quarel,  Old  Hendrick  declared  for  War  and  fired  the  first 
shot  He  lost  his  life  by  riding  on  Horse  back  on  one  of  Gen'  Johnson's  Horses,  his  Horse 
was  shot  under  him,  and  he  being  unwelldy  and  not  able  to  disengage  himself  and  get  away 

was  stabbed  with  a  Bayonet.  .     ,,    .  .     .u  •, 

Part  of  our  Indians  came  down  to  Albany  with  number  of  scalps,  in  their  way  to  the  r 

Castles,  where  tliey  are  gone  to  perform  the  usual  ceremonies  of  Condolence  and  Triumph, 

and  bring  out  with  them  every  Warrior  in  the  Country. 

My  Lords,  the  account  of  the  Action  of  the  Party  from  Fort  Lyman  not  been  in  any  btter 

I  have  seen,  sufficiently  explicit,  and  I  having  it  the  day  before  yesterday  from  an  Albany  Man 

who  received  it  from  Major  Champlain  of  the  New  Hampshire  Regiment,  I  take  the  liberty  to 

send  it  to  your  LordP'",  as  I  had  it.  ,      ,    ,.        ,    j  1   n    1 

Onthe8">  in  the  Morning  at  Fort  Lyman  they  hearing  that  the  Indians  had  killed  some 
Waggoners,  a  party  of  sixty  Men  N.  Hampsliire  Reg«  went  out  to  scour  die  woods,  which  party 
upon  a  Report  of  a  shott  fiHng  being  heard  towards  the  Lake  was  reinforced  (by  a  detachm 
from  the  New  York  and  New  Hampshire  Reg"  under  the  Command  of  Capt"  Mag.nnis)  to  tiie 
number  of  250  with  orders  to  proceed  to  the  assistance  of  the  General;  by  the  time  they  had 
advanced  to  within  four  miles  of  the  Camp,  the  place  where  the  action  began  in  the  mormng 
they  discovered  the  Enemies  Baggage  lying  in  the  Road  (for  it  seems  the  Lnemy  had  no 
expectation  of  a  party  coming  from  the  South)  and  at  some  distance  on  the  top  ot  a  Hill  live 
or  six  Men  keeping  a  look  out ;  they  got  between  the  Baggage  and  these  Men,  and  advanced 
UP  the  Hill  and  discovered  a  party  of  Canadians  and  Indians  to  the  number  of  300  sitting  by 
a  run  of  water  in  the  Valley.  They  attacked  these,  defeated  them,  killed  numbers,  took  many 
prisoners  and  put  the  rest  to  flight.  They  then  according  to  their  orders  advanceo  to  the 
Camp  coming  up  just  as  the  Enemy  were   going  ofl'  and   gave  the  finishing   stroke  to  the 

Enemies  defeat.  .      ,    .   ,  1 

I  do  not.  My  Lords,  presume  to  send  the  above  accounts  as  authentic,  tho  the  people  assure 

roe  of  the  Truth  of  them. 

1  received  to  day  a  letter  from  M^  Franklin,  who  says:  "Conraed  Weiser  informs  me  that 
the  Six  Nations  have  actually  sent  a  Message  to  the  Indians  in  their  Alliance  at  Aukw.ck 
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and  tlie  Ohio,  to  sharpen  their  arrows  and  prepare  for  war,  for  they  ore  now  determined  to 

drive  the  French  from  Ohio,  and  do  all  in  their  power  to  assist  the  Englisli" 

My  Lords, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  LordPP*  most  obedient  and 

faithful  humble  servant, 

'J.    POWNALL. 


Major  General  Jolmsmi  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

i  New-York  Fapera,  LI.,  No.  «.  ] 

Camp  at  Lake  George 
My  Lords  24  Sept' 1755 

1  had  the  honor  to  write  your  Lordships  the  a""  Inst  and  thought  myself  under  the  necessity 
of  laying  open  (to  me)  a  very  disagreeable  scene 

'  Sic.  Thomas  Pownall,  of  Everton  houao,  Bedfordshire,  was  son  of  William  Pownall.  E«q,  and  was  horn  in  1720.  He  came 
first  to  America  as  Secretary  to  Sir  D.ii.vers  (J^borne  in  1753,  and  on  his  return  to  England  in  1755,  was  gazetted  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  New  Jersey  (Otntletnan' ,  Magazine,  XXV.,  28-1,)  tlirough  the  influence,  it  is  presumed,  of  his  brother,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trade;  by  whom  he  was  designed  as  successor  to  Governor  Belcher,  who  was  at  the  time  old  and 
intirm.  While  in  En-land  he  published,  in  1756,  the  Paper,  mpra  p.  893,  entith-d  "Considerations  towards  n  General  Plan 
of  Measures  for  the  English  Provinces,  laid  by  Mr.  Pownall,  the  Author,  before  the  Commissioners  who  met  in  Albany  1764." 
Oenthmaiit  Magazine,  XXVI.,  liU.  lie  returned  to  America  with  Lord  Loudoun  the  same  year,  but  continued  in  the 
country  only  a  few  months.  He  succeeded  Mr.  Sliirley,  as  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  in  1767,  and  on  Governor  Belcher's 
death  that  year,  visited  New  Jersey,  in  order  to  assume  the  government  of  that  Province  also,  in  virtue  of  his  commission 
of  1755 ;  but  fin  ling  it  impracticalde  to  retain  tlie  administration  of  both  Provinces  at  one  and  the  oame  time,  he  returned  to 
Boston.  Uutchimon.  He  was  nominated  to  the  government  of  South  Carolina  in  November,  1759,  in  consequence  of  which 
ho  sailed  from  Boston  for  England  on  3  June,  17«0,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  he  ever  e.itered  on  the  duties  of  that  office. 
liammys  S.  Car.,  H.,  145.  In  17(52,  he  was  appointed  Comptroller  General  of  the  army  in  Germany,  from  which  he  retired 
in  17C.:;.  He  represented  the  borough  of  Minehead  in  the  British  Parliament,  and  in  the  session  of  1776  spoke  on  the  bill  for 
quieting  the  minds  of  His  .Majesty's  subjects  in  America;  on  a  motion  for  an  account  of  His  Majesty's  quit-rents  there;  and  on 
the  Nova  Scotia  petition  ;  in  1778,  on  .Mr.  Eox's  motion  for  papers  relative  to  granting  pardons,  Ac,  in  the  Colouies;  in  1780, 
on  tl.^  motion  fur  a  pence  with  America;  in  1781,  on  the  Amerivau  war;  on  opening  the  port  of  New  York;  on  a  bill  in 
favor  ..f  American  .Merchaats;  and  on  treating  with  America.  These  speeches  he  h.ad  printed,  and  then  sent  to  the  Colonies. 
Sagittarius'  l^Utrs,  Ki.  Gov.  I'ownall  possessed  great  knowledge  of  the  Geography,  History  and  Polity  of  the  several 
Amerieau  Col««ii««.  In  1704,  appeared  the  first  part  of  his  work,  entitled  "The  A.Iminietration  of  the  Colonies,  wherein 
their  Uii.'ht»  »ad  Con»titutu..a  are  discussed  and  stated;"  the  second  part  of  which  was  published  in  1775;  this  work  ran 
throiigl.  ..-Ttral  editions.  In  1776,  he  i,u!>li.shed  "A  Topogra|>liieal  Description  of  such  parts  of  North  .America  as  are 
contaiiwj  in  the  annexed  Mi.p  of  the  Mi.ldle  iiritisli  (\dome8  in  Nortli  America,"  Folio;  a  work  issued,  it  is  said,  to  promote 
the  inicresU  of  ihe  Ohio  Land  Company.  In  17-«l  apj.eared  his  celelirated  Tract,  entitled  "A  Memorial  most  humbly 
addressed  to  the  Sovereigns  of  Europe  on  the  pr*«nt  slate  of  Aflfairs  between  the  Old  and  New  World,"  in  which  he 
announced,  three  years  before  Mie  Peace,  that  "North  America  is  de  fucto  an  Independent  Power,  which  has  taken  its  equal 
rtation  with  other  Powers."  This  was  followed  by  another  "  .Memorial  "  in  1782,  and  a  third  in  1783.  In  1787  he  published 
"Hydraulio  and  Nautical  Observations  on  the  CurrenU  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  forming  an  hypothetical  theor.m  for 
investigation;  to  which  are  adued  soui  .Notes  by  Dr.  pranklin."  4lo.  it>ch.  (iovernor  Pownall  was  a  member  of  several 
learned  Societies,  and  a  contriliutor  for  many  years  to  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  pri.icipally  of  papers  nlating  to  Archseology. 
Me  was  twice  murried,  and  died  at  Bath,  England,  ou  the  28th  of  l-ebruary,  18u6,  in  the  8ith  year  of  his  sg*.  UtntltmaHt 
Magazine  for  1805,  LI88.  —  Ed. 
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isit  at  this  Camp,  we  were  so  happy  as  to  give 


Since  my  said  Letter,  the  enemy  pitid  usl  ..  . 

them  a  pretty  severe  repulse  and  took  their  General  the  Baron  de  Dieskau,  who  commands 
all  the  French  Kings  Troops  in  Canada,  Prisoner 

As  I  make  no  douht  but  the  General  letter  which  I  wrote  to  the  Several  Governments'  who 
raised  troops  in  this  Expedition,  or  the  particulars  drawn  from  it  of  the  actions  and  events  of 
the  S'"  Inst  has  before  now  been  transmitted  to  His  Majestys  Ministers,  I  shall  not  mterrupt 
your  Lordships  with  my  Repetition  of  that  narrative 

The  next  day  after  this  affair  the  Indians  acquainted  me  that  they  proposed  to  return  home 
as  was  their  constant  Custom  after  an  Engagement  wherein  they  had  met  with  any  considerable 
Loss,  for  what  passed  on  this  occasion  in  a  public  way,  I  refer  your  Lordships  to  the  inclosed 
Minutes,  they  told  me  in  private  tint  on.'  prevailing  motive  for  Uieir  Return  home,  was  that, 
as  the  French  Indians  and  they  hiui  now  drawn  the  swoni  against  each  other  they  expected 
the  Enemy  might  fall  on  their' Settlements,  and  therefore  it  was  necessary  for  their  General 
Safety,  to  go  home,  put  their  People  on  their  Guard,  call  Councills  &  take  every  needful 
precaution,  and  that  taken  I  should  acquaint  them  tha:  we  were  ready  to  go  forwaru  with  the 
Expedition  and  fix  a  day  for  their  return  they  would  come  more  in  number  &  with  a 
determination  of  Revenge  upon  their  enemies,  they  lost  above  thirty  of  their  people  and  a,  ong 
which  many  eminent  Sachims  &  Warriors  verry  faithful  to  our  Interests  they  sustained  the 
Cheif  attack  from  the  enemy  in  the  morning  action  and  they  complained  to  me  that  they  were 
sacrificed  by  the  Backwardness  and  flight  of  our  People,  and  I  fear  from  the  most  impartial 
accounts  they  had  reason,  every  one  of  their  officers  who  were  in  the  engagement  were  slain 

Your  Lordships  will  observe  from  the  inclosed  Minutes  that  they  repeat  in  a  very  ernest 
manner   that   the    Coghnawagaes   may  never   again   be  suffered   to  trade   either  at  Albany 

or  Oswego 

In  my  humble  opinion  to  grant  their  request,  to  prohibit  and  prevent  by  the  strictest 
execution  of  Law  all  Trade  with  the  Cognawa^aes  or  subjects  of  the  French  King  either  at 
Albany  or  Oswegoe  or  elsewhere  by  any  of  His  Majesties  Subjects  in  these  parts,  but  more 
particularly  at  Albany,  will  be  a  measure  of  the  most  useful  kind  will  highly  distress  the 
French,  who  by  the  great  Trade  between  Canada  and  Albany  are  enabled  to  supply  the  Indians 
with  Goods  which  otherwise  they  could  not  but  under  great  disadvantages,  and  hereby  they 
make  us  Tools  to  the  increase  and  stability  of  their  Indian  Interest  — We  might  then  push  a 
stronger  &  more  successful  Interest  amongst  them  and  have  one  of  the  most  powerful  means 
in  our  hands  to  draw  off  the  Coghnawagaes  from  the  French  reunite  them  to  their  Brethren 
of  the  Six  Nations,  and  prevail  on  them  to  return  to  their  antient  habitations  in  this  Province 
Sir  Charles  Hard/  is  come  up  to  Albany  in  order  to  push  forward  the  present  Expedition. 
1  hope  to  see  him  here,  when  I  propose  to  lay  this  matter  before  him,  but  I  forsee  thiU  if  Sir 
Charles  embraces  my  sentiments  and  tries  to  push  them  into  effect  he  will  meet  with  great 
opposition  from  the  Dutch  Traders  at  Albany  who  by  their  Cabals  and  weight  in  the  Assembly 
may  perhaps  distress  or  at  least  vex  him,  those  people  are  so  devoted  to  their  own  private 
profit  that  every  other  publick  principle  has  ever  been  sacrificed  to  it  — I  will  detain  your 
Lordships  no  longer  than  to  assure  you  of  my  most  sincere  inclinations  to  promote  what 
appears  to  me  for  the  Honor  &  Interest  of  His  Matys  Service,  &  that  I  am  My  Lords  &c 
'  W"'  Johnson 

'  llii«  !,'i.nMul  loUcT  will  bo  foun.l,  copied  from  th«  I.onaon  MiigRziiie,  in  X^wVork  Documentary  JlUlory,  8vo.,  11.,  Il-Jl. 
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OmferenM  between  Major  General  Johnmn  and  the  Indians. 

[New-York  Papen,  U,  No.  T.] 

Lake  George  ll""  Sept'  J 756.  A.  ^^. 

I'REsfeNT —         General  Johnson  Coll.  Ruggles 

Miijor  Gen"  I.ynian  Capt"  Eyre 

Capt"  Peler  Wraxall  Secretary  for  Indian  Affairs 
Indian  Officers,  and  William  Printup  Interpreter. 

Aguiotta  an  Oneida  Sacliim  Speaker 

Brother  Wariaghejage  Sole  Superiiitendant  &' 

When  you  called  us  to  tue  late  General  Meeting  at  your  house  you  reminded  ua  of  tlie 
many  barbarities  which  the  French  had  shown  to  our  several  Nations,  iind  told  us  of 
tlie  encroachments  which  the  French  had  made  upon  our  hunting  Lands  to  the  Southward 
and  partirnlarly  this  way 

At  the  .^ame  time  it  pleased  our  Father  the  King  and  you  our  brother  to  call  on  us  to  join 
you  and  exert  ourselves  in  revenging  the  injuries  we  have  received  and  to  retrieve  our  Lands, 
to  all  which  we  agreed 

Brother 

After  you  made  this  speech  to  us,  there  were  none  ol  the  confederate  Nations  who  spoke  at 
once  and  openly  that  they  would  assist  you  with  as  many  as  they  could  spare  but  the  Oneida 
Nation  and  I  call  now  upon  the  other  Nations  present  whether  this  is  not  the  truth 

Brother 

You  hung  your  War  Kettle  over  at  the  last  meeting  with  7  heads  in  it  and  now  brother  it 
seems  that  you  had  such  a  great  Fire  under  it  that  it  made  the  Water  boil  over  &  destroyed 
our  enemies  &  how  will  it  be  when  we  come  to  overset  the  whole  Kettle  upon  them 

Brother 

Now  since  you  desired  us  to  assist  you  here,  we  came  and  notwithstanding  the  proud 
Speeches  of  our  enemies  we  have  lifted  up  our  hands  and  destroyed  them 

Brother 

Now  we  have  thus  far  complied  with  your  Call  upon  us  We  are  all  of  us  determined  to  return 
to  our  several  Homes  and  Families  for  the  present  and  so  we  bid  you  farewell 

Hereupon  General  .lohnson  retired  to  his  Tent  with  the  following  officers  who  agreed  upon 
a  Reply  as  follows 

I'aBSENT —         Major  General  Lyman  Coll  Ruggles 

L'  Coll  Whiting  Major  Fitch 

Capt"  Eyre 

The  General  gave  two  pieces  Strouda  to  cover  their  Graves 
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I' 
■'■*  , 


Bretheren 

I  am  sorry  for  the  loss  you  have  sustained  on  your  side  as  well  as  for  that  on  our  own.  We 
have  great  Reason  to  thank  God  for  the  success  we  have  met  with  and  our  losses  ought 
rather  to  warm  our  hearts  to  prosecute  the  present  undertaking  than  produce  any  coolness, 
this  both  Prudence  and  Bravery  call  on  us  to  do 

Bretheren 

You  have  repeated  some  of  the  things  which  past,  at  our  last  meeting,  I  remember  the 
whole  very  well  and  the  engagements  entered  into  on  both  sides  and  am  sorry  to  see  they  are 
not  fulfilled  on  yours 

Bretheren 

We  are  not  yet  got  half  way  we  have  had  in  one  day  three  engagements  with  the 
enemy  — We  drove  them  away  and  made  a  great  slaughter  of  them.  Whatever  are  your 
reasons  for  leaving  us  in  tiiis  Scituation  1  must  think  and  all  the  world  will  be  I  beleive  of  the 
same  opinion,  that  it  is  not  agreeable  to  your  promises  nor  advantageous  to  your  characters. 
However  I  shall  lay  no  restraint  upon  you  we  are  determined  to  pursue  our  first  design,  to 
look  our  enemies  in  the  Face  and  with  Gods  blessing  to  secure  the  safety  of  our  country  and 
endeavor  to  obtain  that  honor  which  you  by  thus  abandoning  us  will  have  no  share  in 
1  expect  and  desire  by  this  Belt  that  you  iulfil  your  engagements  (Gave  a  Belt) 

Before  General  Johnson  made  the  above  reply  the  Sachimscame  intohis  Tent  and  returned 
him  the  Belt  of  Wampum  he  had  given  to  go  with  the  second  embassy  to  the  Coghnawagaes 
and  said 

Brother 

Here  is  your  Belt  of  Wampum,  the  Coghnawagaes  have  joined  the  French  and  acted  as 
Enemies  we  desire  they  may  never  more  be  permiued  to  Trade  either  at  Albany  or  Schonectady 
or  Schonectady 

Two  Cheif  iSachims  of  the  Mohawks  also  told  the  General  not  to  be  displeased  that  the 
Indians  were  returning  home  it  was  unavoidable  in  their  circumstances,  but  he  should  see 
them  soon  again  and  fresh  people  with  them. 


Camp  at  Lake  George  12  Sep  1765. 

Present —         General  Johnson. 

Teter  Wraxall  Secry  for  Indian  Afl"" 

William  Printup  Interpreter 

Sachims  of  the  Lower  Mohawk  Castle  and  Oneida. 

Brother 

We  heard  your  reply  of  yesterday,  and  we  assure  you  our  going  home  is  not  owing 
to  any  Coldness  of  Heart  or  the  least  dread  of  our  Knemies.  It  is  our  constant  custom 
after  an  Engagement  in  which  we  have  any  loss  to  return  home  for  a  little  while  and  chear 
our  People  and  then  return  with  fresh  vigour  and  attack  our  enemies  and  you  may  be  assured 
Brother  this  in  our  present  intention. 

We  must  entreat  of  you  &  earnestly  beg  that  the  Coghnawagaes  may  never  be  again 
permitted  to  come  and  Trade  at  Albany  or  Oswego  or  looked  upon  as  our  frieudes,  they  hav« 
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behaved  treachorously  and  we  are  determined  no  longer  to  look  on  them  as  our  brethren, 
our  Indignation  does  and  will  encrease  dayly  against  them.  We  hope  you  may  not  make  up 
a  sudden  Peace  with  the  French  as  was  done  last  war,  and  leave  us  in  the  Lurch  and 
Disappointed  of  venting  our  resentments  upon  our  enemies 

We  hope  you  will  stand  to  your  engagements  &  persevere  in  your  Designs 

Gave  a  large  Belt. 
A  true  Copy  from  the  original  Minutes  examined  by  me 

Peter  Wuaxall 

Secry  for  Indian  Aff" 


tf 


<■■»■«» 


Major  General  Johnson  to  Sir  Charles  Hardy. 


[  New-York  Popers,  LI.,  No.  6.  ] 

Letter  to  His  Exceilcy  Sir  Charles  Hardy  from  Mnjor  General  Johnson,  dated 
from  Luke  George  the  IG  Sep'  1755. 

Sir 

[I  yesterday  transmitted  Your  Excell^  the  Returns  of  the  Slain,  wounded  &  missing  of  our 
troops  after  the  Actions  of  the  S""  Inst.  As  it  is  the  Only  one  I  have  sent  or  can  possibly  at 
present  find  time  to  send,  please  to  make  it  puhlick  to  the  other  Gov"  concerned. 

I  presume  you  have  or  in  a  day  or  two  will  receive  a  Copy  of  the  General  Letter  w'""  by 
the  Advice  of  my  Council  of  War  I  dispatched  by  Express  to  Boston,  giving  the  most  particular 
Ace*  then  in  my  Power  of  the  Actions  with  the  Enemy  on  tiie  S  Inst.  I  have  reviewed  said 
Letter,  which  tho  wrote  with  great  Dispatch  &  under  great  Fatigues  both  of  Body  and  Mind, 
is  in  the  main  as  just  &  as  full  an  Account  as  I  can  give] 

There  is  I  find  some  little  dill'erence  with  regard  to  this '  mornings  engagement  between  the 
accounts  then  and  since  given  the  late  Coll  Williams  who  marched  ofl"  with  the  first  division 
of  500  did  halt  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  where  the  enemy  attacked,  and  waited  for  the 
other  division  under  Lt  Coil  Whiting,  during  this  ILnIt  the  enemy  planted  themselves  in 
ambuscade.  Our  Party  then  marched  forward,  the  Indians  leading  the  Van,  One  of  the 
enemys  Musketts  by  accident  went  off  which  allarmed  our  People  and  discovered  the  enemy, 
who  immediately  began  their  fire  on  our  Indians  who  finding  the  enemy  on  ail  sides  retreated  to 
Coll  Williams,  who  was  at  nome  small  distance.  The  engagement  then  began  on  both  sides. 
Tiie  Indians  and  the  \  an  of  our  people  sustained  the  warmest  Fire,  and  amongst  them  was  the 
greatest  slaughter.  Whilest  the  rest  of  our  Troops  were  marching  up  to  support  them, 
the  enemy  who  were  much  superiour  in  Number  began  to  spread  themselves  in  order  to  surround 
us.  Our  Officers  then  thought  it  prudent  to  retreat  towards  tlie  Camp,  and  our  men  fled  that 
way,  the  sustaining  parly  I  had  dispatched  found  things  in  this  Posture,  and  so  the  Flight 
became  general.  The  enemy  did  not  pursue  vigorously,  or  our  slaughter  would  have  been 
greater,  and  perhaps  our  Panick  fiital,  tills  gave  us  time  to  recover  &  make  dispositions  to 
receive  the  approaching  enemy.  The  Baron  de  Deskieu  tells  me  his  plan  was  first  to  make 
an  attack  on  our  Troops  at  the  great  carrying  place,  but  the  Indians  tiatlly  refu.sed  to  join  in  it 
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because  of  tlie  Fortifications  there,  and  that  they  apprehended  it  was  defended  by  Cannon 
that  if  lie  would  march  and  attacii  us  here  they  were  ready  and  willing  to  join  with  this  lie 
complyed  very  happy  for  us,  for  he  would  have  found  our  Troops  separately  encamp"'  out  of 
the  works,  and  no  cannor.  there  and  his  victory  would  probably  have  been  a  very  cheap  one 
and  made  way  for  another  here.  In  my  afore  said  letter  I  mentioned  that  in  the  Gallant 
Action  of  the  evening  the  enemy  were  between  3  &  400  Canadians  &  Indians  some  prisoners 
who  are  since  taken  and  are  down  at  the  Fort  own  that  they  were  between  6  &  700,  many  of 
our  men  fired  all  their  ammunition  away  picked  up  the  Enemys  during  the  action  and 
generously  returned  it  them  —  These  Prisoners  one  of  whom  is  a  Canadian  Captain  sjiys  most 
of  the  Cheif  Officers  were  either  killed  or  wounded  in  the  several  actions  of  the  day.  The 
prisoners  in  general  give  it  as  their  opinion  that  their  whole  loss  must  have  been  between  6  & 
700,  but  by  the  bodies  found  the  slaughter  does  not  appear  to  have  been  so  large,  many 
doubtless  they  carried  off,  hid  them  ov  buried.  The  General  Opinion  among  the  most 
judicious  here  is  that  the  enemys  Loss  is  between  3  &  400  and  many  more  wounded.  Their 
precipitate  flight,  Arms  &  baggage  dropped  about  the  woods  are  strong  tokens  of  their  great 
Loss  1  am  not  fond  of  sending  out  men  to  disperse  themselves  in  search  of  these  matters, 
he  enemy  fled  various  ways,  &  not  in  any  compact  bodies,  it  might  therefore  be  a  dangerous 
and  might  probably  be  an  unsatisfactory  measure  to  be  ransacking  the  woods,  besides,  we 
have  more  important  work  before  us 

The  day  after  the  above  actions  I  found  our  Indians  were  determined  on  returning  home,  I 
own  it  surprised  me,  but  they  told  me  it  was  always  their  Custom  after  any  engagement  in 
which  they  had  met  with  a  loss,  and  indeed  their  Loss  has  been  very  heavy  not  only  in 
numbers  but  in  the  personal  consequence  of  the  Slain 

[What  passed  on  this  Occasion  I  herewith  transmit  your  Excellency  Copies  of,  w'""  I 
apprehend  should  be  made  known  also  to  the  other  Gov"  concerned  to  whom  my  time  will  not 
permit  me  to  send  seperate  Copies.  Some  of  the  Chief  Men  told  me  before  their  Departure 
they  bad  another  reason,  w'*'  was  that  as  the  sword  was  now  drawn  between  them  and  the 
French  Indians,  they  were  apprehensive  the  latter  migh;  fall  on  their  Castles  &  that  they  went 
home  in  order  to  put  their  Aflairs  in  a  proper  I'osture  &  their  People  on  their  Guard.  Most  of 
them  promised  me  faithfully  to  return  very  soon  —  Several  other  Parties  of  Indians  were  on 
the  Road  to  join  us,  but  they  met  the  others  &  are  returned  witii  them. 

Our  Expedition  is  like  to  be  extreamly  distressed  &  I  fear  fatally  retarded  for  the  want  of 
vVaggons.  The  People  of  the  County  of  Albany  &  the  Adjacent  Counties  hide  their  Waggons 
&  drive  away  their  Horses,  most  of  the  Waggons  taken  into  this  Service  have  deserted,  some 
Horses  are  quite  Jaded,  &  some  few  killed  by  the  Enemy  &  several  run  away.  Most  of  our 
Provisions  are  at  Albany  a  great  part  of  our  Amunition  at  the  lower  Camp  &  all  our  Battoes 
except  ah'  120.  To  brmg  a  sufl^  Quantity  of  Provisions  here  &  all  the  other  necessaries  for  an 
Embarkation  upon  the  Lake  in  due  time  will  require  4  or  500  Waggons  at  least.  I  have 
wrote  to  the  Mayor  &  Magistrates  cf  Albany,  &  sent  them  an  impress  Warrant  &  called  upon 
them  to  exert  their  utmotit  Power  &  Influence  to  get  a  sutP  number  of  Waggons.  I  have  given 
a  special  Commission  to  an  Active  Officer  to  superintend  &  Dispatch  the  Waggons.  I  sent 
some  time  ago  a  possitive  Order  to  all  thb  Commissaries  at  Albany  to  forward  all  the 
Provisions  &  Stores  in  their  hands,  since  w'""  we  have  had  only  (50  W^aggons,  none  of  w''''  as  [ 
can  find  were  dispatched  by  the  New  York  Commissaries  who  being  livers  at  Albany  &•  Men 
in  I'ower  there  might  I  apprehend  if  they  had  properly  exerted  themselves  have  forwarded  the 
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Common  Cause  very  much  w"-  regard  to  Waggons.— We  had  not  above  2  days  allowance  of 
Bread  in  Camp  when  these  CO  Waggons  arrived,  &  I  hear  they  are  short  at  the  other  Fort.  I 
have  by  the  Advice  of  the  Council  of  War  sent  the  tiiree  New  York.  Companys  here  to  join 
their  Reg'  there,  in  order  to  reinforce  that  post.] 

1  send  out  constant  scouting  partys  every  way  to  watch  or  discover  the  motions  of  the 
enemy.  Our  Breast  work  is  strengthened  and  carried  quite  round  our  camp,  a  Picketted  Fort 
is  building  here,  the  ground  was  cleared,  and  poor  Col! :  Williams  was  beginning  [it],  when  the 
eueniys  visit  put  and  end  to  his  life  and  necessarily  suspended  the  work  for  some  days.  1 
would  have  had  a  more  respectable  Fort  here,  upon  a  Plan,  and  built  under  the  direction  of 
the  Cheif  engineer,  but  the  Council  of  War  were  flatly  against  it,  and  upon  their  telling  me 
that  the  majority  of  the  officers  &  men  were  extreamly  averse  to  my  other  construction,  and  that 
if  I  persisted  in  it,  it  would  occadon  a  general  dissatisfaction  I  gave  up  my  own  sentiments. 
Flat  bottom  hoats  are  building  for  our  artillery  &  Stores  and  when  the  Battoes  are  brought  up, 
the  Carpenters  shall  repair  &  caulk  them 

If  a  sufficient  number  of  Waggons  are  g6t  and  dispatched  in  time,  I  hope  in  less  than  three 
weeks  to  move  from  hence  towards  Crown  Point.  Besides  regular  Troops  and  every  pass 
fortified  all  Canada  from  Quebec  are  summoned  to  oppose  us  however  as  large  reinforcements 
are  sJd  to  be  on  their  way  here,  I  hope  we  shall  be  able  at  leasf,  to  make  a  good  push.  Many 
if  not  most  of  your  wounded  men  will  not  I  fear  be  capable  to  assist  us.  Our  sick  increases 
and  will  probably  continue  to  do  so,  Cold  weather  is  at  hand,  ana  our  men  very  thinly  Clad, 
however  1  hear  the  Governments  are  sending  warm  clothes  In  short  Dispatch  is  our 
(h'pendanro  :hat  depends  upon  Waggons  and  those  I  fear  upon  great  uncertaintys. 

[I  yesterday  sent  down  to  the  Great  Carrying  Place  21  French  Prisoners  in  order  to  be 
forwarded  w'"  6  more  from  that  place  to  Albany  &  transported  thence  to  New  York.  The 
French  General  and  his  Aid  de  Camp  I  forwarded  this  day  who  is  to  travel  in  a  Litter  or 
Battoe  to  Albany  &  thence  to  New  York  as  his  Wounds  will  permit,  I  am  persuaded  his 
Merit  &  rank  will  secure  him  y'  Excellencys  Countenance.  I  have  let  him  have  50  Guineas 
or  X-go.  New  York  Curr^— I  herewith  send  you  sundry  Letters  w"^"-  the  Baron  wrote  here  & 
desired  might  be  forwarded  to  Europe. 

1  send  your  Excellency  also  a  Paper  I  found  amongst  some  torn  ones  of  the  French  General. 
Whether  the  state  of  his  Army  as  therein  specified  is  the  whole  of  the  Enemys  Force  at  Crown 
I'oint  &  between  Crown  Point  &  this  place,  or  whether  it  was  the  Amount  of  his  Encampm' 
at  Tionderogo,  I  cannot  he  certain,  but  I  have  dispatched  spies  to  both  places  for  Information. 
I  send  you  also  a  French  Letter  taken  from  the  Enemy,  w'""  mentions  the  whole  Force 
expected  at  Crown  Point  were  (iOOO— |  am  apt  to  believe  from  all  accounts  I  can  gather,  that 
the  Forces  mentioned  in  the  Baron's  Specification  were  encampt  &  are  employed  in  Fortifying 
at  Tionderogue  at  the  End  of  this  Lake. 

As  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  write  separately  to  the  several  Gov"  concerned,  I  must  beg 
Vour  Excell'  will  communicate  those  parts  of  it  W^''  relate  to  the  Common  Cause  to  those  Gov". 
^     I  beg  y  Excellency  will  Accept  of  the  repetition  of  my  best  Wishes  &  belive  to  be 

Sir 

Your  most  Obed' 

&  most  hum  Serv']  ' 
W"'  Johnson 


I 
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'  'I'boM  portions  of  the  uliove  Ultcr  iuolo^J  in  hvtcU'U  aro  •upi.lii.J  from  ll.o  Jvhn'on  Af.muMrlplK,  in  State  Library, 
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Lords  of  Trade  to  Lieutenant-Governor  De  Lancey. 

[New-Tork  Entries,  B.  P.,  p.  29.  ] 

To  the  Honorable  James  DeLancey  Esq'  Lieu'  Gov'  of  New  York. 

Sir, 

We  have  received  your  letter  to  us  dated  the  g"-  of  August,  acquainting  us  with  the  measures 
you  had  taken  for  promoting  the  expeditions  under  the  Command  of  Generals  Shirley  & 
Johnson,  and  have  laid  a  copy  of  it  before  His  Majesty,  who  will,  we  doubt  not,  approve  the 
zeal,  spirit  and  activity,  with  which  you  have  acted  on  this  great  occasion. 

As  we  entirely  agree  with  you  in  opinion,  that  New  York  is  in  all  respects  the  most  proper 
place  for  a  general  Magazine  of  Arms  and  Military  stores,  We  have  proposed,  that,  whatever 
His  Majesty  shall  think  proper  to  order  to  be  sent  to  North  America,  (except  such  as  are 
ordered  for  particular  services)  should  be  lodged  va  a  storehouse  at  New  York  under  the  care 
of  a  Storekeeper  to  be  appointed  by  His  Majesty  for  that  purpose,  subject  to  the  Controul  and 
direction  of  the  person  who  shall  be  appointed  to  the  command  of  His  Maj""''  forces  there, 
and  of  the  Gov'  or  Commander  in  Chief  of  N.  York.     So  we  bid  you  heartily  farewell  & 

are — ettc. 

Dunk   Halifax, 

Tho'  Pelham, 
J.  Grenville, 
8'"  Octo" :  1755.  J-  ^^^t. 


<  11  «  1 1  > 
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Governor  Hardy  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  Mew-Tork  Papen,  Bundle  Kk.,  Na  61.  ] 

Albany.  8  Oct :  1755. 

My  Lords, 

Since  my  being  here  little  has  offered  to  trouble  ^our  LordPP*  with.  The  Army  under  Gen' 
Johnson  continue  at  their  Camp  on  Lake  Georg.  .reparing  every  thing  necessary  for  their 
future  proceeding. 

Inclosed  is  the  extract  of  Gen'  Johnsons  letter  to  me,  with  the  particulars  of  the  Battle 
between  his  Forces,  and  the  Troops  of  France  under  the  Command  of  Baron  Deskieu.  And 
the  copy  of  the  conference  held  with  the  Indians,  on  their  leaving  the  Camp,  to  return  to  their 
Castles  after  the  Buttle. 

The  French  General  has  been  here  some  time  under  Cure,  is  something  better,  and  has 
desired  to  be  removed  to  New  York ;  I  shall  send  him  there  by  the  first  opportunity. 

As  I  judge  my  residence  here  for  a  longer  time  necessary,  for  the  promoting  His  Maj'>'' 
service,  1  have  prorogued  the  General  Assembly  to  the  4""  of  November  next. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

My  Lords — Your  Lordships 

most  obedieut  and  humble  servant 

Cha'  Hardy. 


I 
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Secretary  Pownall  to  Major-General  Johnson. 

[  New  York  Entriea,  B.  P.,  p.  81.  ]  * 

To  William  Johnson  Esq' 

Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  Lords  Commiss"  for  Trade  and  Plantations  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  dated  at  Albnny  the  21"  July  acquainting  tlieir  Lordships  with  your 
having  been  appointed  by  the  late  Gen'  Braddock  to  the  sole  superintendency  and  manag.  ment 
of  the  Affairs  of  the  Six  United  Nations  of  Indians,  their  allies  and  dependents,  and  inclosing 
a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  your  proceedings  at  the  Interview  held  with  them  at  Mount-Johnson 
in  consequence  thereof. 

The  many  proofs,  which  their  LordPP'  had  received,  not  only  during  the  last  War,  but  since, 
of  your  great  ability  and  influence  in  the  management  of  the  Affiiirs  of  the  Indians,  and  in 
keeping  them  steady  to  their  engagements,  notwithstanding  the  artifices  of  the  French  on  one 
side,  and  the  abuse  and  neglect  of  our  own  Colonys  on  the  other,  induced  their  LordPi"  to  think 
it  their  duty  to  recommend  you  to  His  .Majesty  for  this  important  trust  upon  the  present  great 
occasion ;  and  when  their  Lordi"""  reflect  upon  the  happy  consequences  with  which  that 
appointment  has  been  attended,  and  that  perhaps  it  was  the  only  means  left  of  preserving  the 
friendship  and  gaining  the  aL.lstarce  of  the  Indians,  it  gives  them  the  greatest  pleasure  that 
this  recommendation  had  the  desired  effect. 

The  number  of  Indians,  which  attended  the  Meeting  at  Mount-Johnson,  so  much  larger  than 
had  ever  appeared  to  any  former  Interview,  at  least  of  late  years,  was  a  happy  Omen  of 
success;  and  their  Lord^P'  hope,  that  the  manner,  in  which  the  Treaty  with  them  was 
conducted,  and  the  prudent  and  forcible  arguments,  which  were  used  to  engage  them  to  take 
part  with  Ua  in  our  attempts  to  disposess  the  French  of  their  encroachments,  will  have  the 
effect,  to  fix  them  steadfast  in  our  interest. 

If  the  Indians  are  really  sincere  in  their  declarations,  and  we  on  our  part  observe  a  proper 
conduct  towards  them,  by  seeking  the  most  effectual  means  of  redressir.g  the  grievances  and 
impositions  they  so  justly  complain  of,  and  by  inviolably  adhering  to  our  engagements  with 
them,  this  well-timed  renewal  of  the  covenant-chain  with  them,  will,  their  LordPP'  doubt  not, 
be  attended  with  all  the  happy  consequences  so  stn  igly  marked  out  in  your  letter. 

The  Transactions  at  Albany,  at  the  last  interview  there,  clearlv  marked  out  the  necessity 
/and  expediency  of  a  speedy,  impartial  and  effectual  examination  into  the  complaints  of  the 
Indians,  with  respect  to  the  Kayoderesseias  and  Conojoharrie  patents,  and  other  like  violations 
c(f  our  Treaties  and  engagements  with  them  ;  and  that  the  Indians  may  be  fully  convinced  that 
there  was  no  want  of  a  proper  attention  on  the  part  of  the  Govern'  here  to  these  important 
matters,  I  am  directed,  to  inclose  to  you  a  copy  of  the  Instructions  given  to  the  present  GoV 
.  , ,     „„„.„„   of  New  York  thereupon,  which  you  will  communicate  to  them,  in  case  you  think 

Arttclfs:  90.  91.92.  t        ^  J  'J 

tinnnVX  c'Sti  •'  advisable  so  to  do.  IIow  far  these  Instructions  will  be  effectual  to  obtain 
"""'''■  redress   in   the  complaints   of   the    Indians,   must   depend   upon   a   variety  of 

circumstances,  which  do  not,  nor  can  appear  to  their  LordPP";  but  if  the  directions  contained 
in  them  appear  to  you  to  be  ineffectual,  it  will  be  a  great  satisfaction  to  their  LordPP'  to  have 
your  sentiments  upon  this  matter,  and  your  opinion,  what  will  be  the  most  effectual  method  to 
obtain  this  desirable  end. 
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Tt  hns  long  been  their  LordrP*  opinion,  tliat  tlic  nflairs  of  tiie  Indians  oiigiit  to  be  regulated, 
established  and  conducted,  under  some  one  General  plan  and  system,  adapted  to  their  particular 
situation,  jind  comprehensiveof  every  thing  which  can  contrihute  to  their  security,  convenience 
and  satisfaction ;  but  it  will  be  impossible  for  such  a  plan  to  take  place,  whilst  there  is  no 
fund  existing  for  defraying  the  necessary  expences  of  the  service  ;  their  LordPP' however  would 
be  glad  to  have  your  opinion,  of  what  shall  appear  to  you  to  be  the  most  proper  plan  for  the 
direction  of  Indian  Affairs  upon  such  a  general  system,  and  if  in  the  mean  time  the  measures 
recommended  by  you  shall  appear  to  be  immediately  necessary,  as  temporary  expedients  to 
engage  the  friendship  of  the  Indians,  and  keep  them  firm  in  our  interest,  their  LordPi"  doubt 
not,  but  a  proper  attention  will  be  shewn  to  them,  as  well  as  to  M'  Wraxhall's  situation  (whose 
salary  appears  to  be  greatly  inadequate  to  the  hardships  and  fatigues  of  his  OHice)  by  M'  Shirley, 
who  has  now  the  Chief  Command  in  America  and  consequently  the  direction  of  this  service, 
and  to  whom  their  LordrP'  recommend  lo  you  to  apply  upon  this,  and  every  other  matter  which 

relates  to  this  branch  of  it. 

I  am  with  great  truth  Sir 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant 
9.  Oct.  1755.  Jo"'*  PowNALL  Secr«^ 


Reverend  Dr.  Johnson  to  the  3Iost  Reverend  Dr.  Herring,  Archbishop  of  Canterlury. 

t"Atn»rlC8n  Colonin  MS.,"  Limbeth  Polaee,  No.  H28,  11.,  No.  lOS.  ] 

New  York  October  25  1755 

May  it  please  Your  Grace, 

The  bearer  hereof  is  my  son,  who  having  been  several  years  in  the  Society's  Service  as  a 
Catechist,  is  now  humbly  desirous  of  being  admitted  to  their  service  as  a  Curate  or  Assistant 
to  M'  Standard'  the  very  aged  Missionary  at  West  Chester,  near  me  in  this  province  of  New 
York,  and  humbly  begs  leave  to  pay  his  duty  to  Your  Grace,  and  to  wait  upon  you  for  your 
instructions  and  your  blessing.  I  therefore  humbly  presume  to  introduce  him  to  Your  Grace's 
kind  notice,  and  beg  Your  Candor  and  Condescension  towards  him,  as  I  trust  he  is  an  honest 
Youth,  and  have  some  reason  to  hope  he  may  prove  a  useful  man,  especially  in  such  a  Country 

as  this. 

At  West-Chester  in  particular,  there  is  the  greatest  necessity  of  some  good  assistance,  as  the 
people  there  have  been  for  many  years  sinking  into  a  deplorabla  state  of  irreligion  and  neglect 
of  the  public  worship;  partly  through  the  age  infirmity  and  inattention  of  their  Minister,  and 
partly  through  the  bad  example  and  influence  of  some  people  of  condition  who  affect  to  be  a 
kind  of  Freethinkers,  and  not  only  neglect  the   public  Worship   themselves,  but  tempt  the 

■  Rey  TnoMAS  -m^dabd,  was  the  first  Kpi.oopnl  CUrpvman  of  Brookhaven,  L.  I.,  v.  here  he  orgtinired  a  oorgregation  in 
1726  nomp>o,. .  JIhlory  of  Long  hiand,  II ,  4-8.  In  tl.e  f..llowing  yoar,  he  was  r..move.l  to  \Vestoh««ter,  vnont  l.y  Ihe 
aealh  of  the  Uev.  Mr.  IJartow,  (AV,,.  of  I'rop.  S„c.,  1727,)  wl,..re  I.e  c-mtinuiMl  to  lu;.or  ,.nlil  his  .h.«lh,  whiol.  ocour,..d  ... 
1760;  haviiiR  been  f..r  flo.i.e  tin.e  I.efore  his  den.ise  incapable  of  peifonniiiir  hm  otHce  in  the  (.'hu.Lh.  Uoltou't  IhUory  of 
WtUchttter  County,  11.,  212.     He  was  siioc.cded  iu  1701,  by  the  Rev.  John  Mihier.  — Ko. 
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vulgar  to  neglect  and  despise  it:  many  of  whom,  however,  if  not  all,  I  would  hope  may  yet 
be  reclaimed  by  the  good  conduct  of  a  discreet,  industrious  and  faithful  clergyman. 

And  as  M'Standard,  (having  no  child  and  a  considerable  estate,  has,  [  think  been  too  narrow 
in  allowing  my  son  but  .£40  this  currency,  i.  e.  about  =£22  sterling  p'  Ann™  when,  at  the  same 
time  he  is  past  doing  anything  himself,  (at  least  that  is  acceptable  to  his  people)  so  that  my 
son  must,  in  a  manner  do  all  the  duty;  [  should  therefore  be  most  humbly  thankful  for  Your 
Grace's  kind  influence  with  the  Society,  that  they  would  be  so  good  as  to  allow  him  a  small 
pension,  which  probably  would  not  need  to  continue  long. 

With  my  son,  as  a  friend  and  companion  in  his  travels,  goes  one  M'  Harrisson,  a  gentlem; 
of  good  esteem  in  the  Vestry  of  this  Church,  whereof  he  is  a  Member,  who  will  wait  on  the 
Society  with  a  letter  from  the  rector  church-wardens  &  vestry,  relating  to  our  College,  of  whom 
also  i  beg  Your  Grace's  kind  notice,  as  he  purposes  with  him  to  pay  his  humbly  duty  to  Your 
Grace:  and  io  them  I  beg  leave  to  refer  Your  Grace  for  an  account  of  the  condition  of  things 
here  in  America  an  particularly  as  to  what  concerns  our  young  College.  —  I  humbly  beg  Your 
Graces  prayers  for  my  son,  amidst  all  the  dangers  and  difficulties  of  this  troublesome  voyage, 
as  well  as  for  myself  in  my  new  and  difficult  station.     I  am,  may  it  please  Your  Grace 

Your  Grace's  most  dutiful  Son, 

and  most  hiimble  servant 

To  his  Grace  of  Canterbury.  (signed)        Samuel  Johnson 


^  ■■  »  1. » 


Lords  of  Trade  to  Governor  Hardy. 

[  New-York  KdWm,  B.  P.,  p.  40.  ] 

To  Sir  Charles  Hardy  Knight  Gov :  of  N.  York. 

Sir. 

We  have  received  your  letter  of  the  G""  of  Sept%  acquainting  us  with  your  safe  arrival  in 
your  Govern',  and  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  congratulating  you  thereon,  and  expressing 
our  approbation  of  the  message  you  sent  to  the  Assembly,  to  enforce  what  had  been  before  so 
properly  recommended  to  them  by  M'  Dclancey. 

The  zeal  and  resolution,  vviih  which  the  I'rov"  of  New  York  has  shewn,  in  the  vigorous 

measures  they  have  taken  for  the  defence  of  His  Miijesty's  lliglits  and   possessions,  will,  we 

doubt  not,  be  very  acceptable  to  His  Majesty,  and  we  have  the  greatest  reason  to  hope,  from 

what  has  been  already  done,  that  all  the  Colonies  concerned  in  this  important  service  will 

continue  to  grant  such  aid  and  assistance  to  Gen'  Johnson,  as  may  enable  him  to  piKsue  the 

great  advantages  he  has  already  gained. — We  are 

Sir 

Your  most  obedient,  most  humble  servants 

Dunk  Halifax, 

J.    I'lTT, 

Fkan :  Tank 
7.  Nov'  1755.  It.  Edgcumbe. 
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Secretm-y  RuUnson  to  Sir  William  Johnson. 

[GoTeriion  ind  Commandcn  la  Koflh  America,  (8.  P.  O. )  No.  74.] 

Whitehall  Nov'  11.  1765. 
Sir, 

Your  printed  circular  letter,  containing  an  account  of  tlie  success  of  His  Majesty's  arms  in 
the  Action  near  lake  George  on  the  S'"  Sept',  and  of  the  gallant  behaviour  of  the  Troops  under 
your  command,  has  been  laid  before  the  King,  and  1  have  iiis  Maj'^'  commands  to  take  this 
early  opportunity  of  expressing  to  you  the  sense,  his  Majesty  has  of  the  great  and  eminent 
service  you  have  performed  in  the  defence  of  his  just  rigiits,  and  in  your  Country's  cause.  The 
prudence,  spirit,  and  resolution,  wiiich  do  so  great  honor  to  your  Conduct  on  this  important 
occasion,  meets  with  His  Maj'^"' highest  approbation;  and  the  King  is  pleased  to  order,  that 
you  do  signify  to  tlie  Oificers  and  private  Men,  who  have  so  eminently  distinguished  themselves, 
that  their  resolute  and  undoubted  behaviour  has  given  His  Maj'J-  the  greatest  satisfaction. 

The  prudence,  Judgement  and  precaution,  which  you  showed  in  sending  to  the  New  England 
Governments  before  the  action,  for  reinforcements,  n.ast  likewise  have  its  share  of  the  praise, 
which  is  sojustly  due  to  the  whole  of  your  conduct. 

The  alacrity  and  dispatch,  with  which  the  reinforcements  were  raised,  is  greatly  to  be 
commended,  and  there  is  reason  to  hope,  that  they  will  enable  you  to  pursue  the  advantages 
you  have  already  gained. 

The  Colonies  wliich  have  so  readily,  and  vigorously  exerted  themselves  on  this  great 
occasion,  will  always  find  favour  and  protection  from  His  MajV;  and  I  have  the  particular 
satisfaction  of  having  it  in  charge  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  King  has  been  graciously  pleased 
to  confer  upon  you,  as  a  distinguishing  mark  of  His  Royal  favor  and  approbation  of  your 
conduct,  the  dignity  of  a  Baronet  of  Great  Brittain,  and  the  patent  will  be  accordingly 
transmitted  to  you,  by  the  first  convenient  opportunity. 

1  sincerely  congratulate  you  upon  the  honor  you  and  the  Troops  under  your  command  have 
acquired,  and  am  with  the  warmest  wishes  for  your  further  success 

Sir  ettc, 

T  Robinson. 


I 


Oovernor  Hardy  to  the  Lords  of  Dade. 

(New- York  r»p«r»,  LI.,  No.  1.) 

Fort  George  N  York  27  Nov'  1756 

My  Lords 

I  have  received  the  Lords  Justices  additional  Instructions  to  recommend  to  the  Assembly  of 
this  Province  to  make  effectual  Provision  for  defraying  the  moyety  of  the  expence  of  obtaining 
and  executing  H's  Majeslys  Commission  for  .settling  the  controversy  subsisting  between  this 
Province  and  New  Jersey.  The  Assembly  are  to  meet  on  tuesday  the  2""  of  December  when 
1  shall  lay  before  them  this  matter. 
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1  have  also  received  the  Lords  justices  order  for  repealing  an  Act  passed  in  this  Province  in 

December  last  for  submitting  the  controversy  subsisting  between  this  Province  and  New  Jersey 

to  the  final  determination  of  His  Majesty. 

Also  your  Lordships  directions  signified  to  me  by  a  letter  from  M'  Pownall  bearing  date  the 

15"'  July  last.     Also  your  Lordships  directions  signified  to  me  by  a  letter  from  M'  Pownall 

bea  -ng  date  the  19'"  Sept'  last.     All  which  mailers  I  shall  endeavor  to  transmitt  to  your 

Lordships  as  early  as  possible 

Yesterday  I  returned  to  this  City  from  Albany  after  a  long  residence  there  to  assist  and 

forward  the  expedition  to  Crown  I'oint,  having  assisted  at  a  meeting  with  General  Shirley, 

and  commissioners  from  the  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  to  fix  Garrisons  at  the  Forts  at 

the  Great  Carrying   place   on    Hudsons    River    &  the    South    End  of  Lake   George,   called 

by  the    French    Lake   St   Sacrament,   for    which    purpose    I    appointed   Commissioners    to 

repair  to   the   Camp   at  Lake   George   to   act  in  conjunction   with   those   from   the   other 

Governments  concerned 

The  miscarriage  of  this  Expedition  is  owing  to  many  circumstances  but  principally  to  a 

■want  of  care  in  carrying  up  a  proper  quantity  of  Provisions  in  Store  at  Lake  George,  before 

the  arrival  of  the  whole  body  of  reinforcements  raised  after  the  battle  on  the  S""  of  September 

last.     When  I  got  to  Albany  I  found  the  army  under  this  circumstance  and  used  all  means  in 

my  pover  by  impressing  all  the  waggons  and  Horses  round  the  Country,  to  send  them  the 

supplies  necessary  not  only  for  their  subsistance  but  to  enable  them  to  move  forward     But  as 

these  supplies  could  not  be  got  to  them  in  due  time,  and  the  enemys  Posts  of  Crown  Point  & 

Tiondarago  were  greatly  reinforced  by  part  of  the  Forces  brought  from  Europe  by  the  Baron 

De   Dieskau,  in   conjunction   with   Canadians   and   Indians,      The   Council   of  War   upon 

considering  these  matters  and  the  advanced  Season  of  the  year  were  unanimously  of  opinion 

it  was  not  adviseable  to  proceed  further  this  Season 

The  two  Forts  built  at  the  Great  Carrying  Place  and  the  South  end  of  the  Lake  are  I  hope 

sullicient  to  maintain  this  advanced  Frontier  untill  His  Majestys  Pleasure  shall  be  known 

concerning  them 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Your  Lordships  most 

obedient  &  most  humble  S' 

Chas.  Hardy  ' 

'  Sir  CiiABLKS  Haiidy,  Kni^lit,  was  the  grftn(Uon  of  Sir  Thomas  Unrdy,  the  distinguished  Naval  Commander  in  the  reign 
of  Queen  Anne,  and  eldest  son  of  Vice  Admiral  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  Kt,,  who  was  one  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  in  1743. 
Ill  AiigiiKt,  1741,  Cnptain  Unrdy  was  appnintcd  to  the  command  of  the  Uye,  40  guns,  and  in  January,  1756,  having  been 
previously  Knighted,  was  appointed  Governor  in  ehief  of  New-York,  wliich  office  he  filled  until  July,  1757,  when  he  was 
appointed  Hear  Admiral  of  the  IJIiie,  with  the  command  of  the  Roynl  William,  84  guns,  in  the  expedition  against  Louisburg. 
In  June,  1758,  ho  became  Hear  Admiral  of  the  White;  returned  to  England,  and  January  4,  1759,  married  MisaStanyan,  and 
was  appointed,  the  same  year.  Vice  Admiral  of  the  White;  and  as  such  commanded  under  Sir  Edward  Ilawke,  in  the  Union 
of  90  guns,  in  the  memorable  victory  of  Belleisle,  Nov.  20.  During  the  winter  of  1760,  he  wae  second  in  command  of  the 
Chiinnel  Sipiadron,  and  in  1704  was  elected  to  represent  the  city  of  Rochester  in  Parliament  On  the  28th  October,  1770, 
he  WHS  made  Admiral  of  the  Blue;  in  1771  was  elected  for  Portsmouth;  next  became  Admiral  of  the  White,  and  in  1779, 
vi»*  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  grand  Western  squadron.  On  17  May,  1780,  he  again  hoisted  his  flag  on  board 
the  Vietory,  at  Spithead,  having  been  appointed  to  the  saiue  couimand  ;  but  he  was  seized  with  an  infliimniation  of  the 
bowels  the  day  before,  and  died  on  the  18lh,  at  the  Fountain  Tavern,  in  Portsmouth,  about  the  age  of  67.  OentUmau't 
Miigazine,  L.,  213,  214.  —Ed. 
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Secretary  Pownall  to  Sir   William  Johnson. 


flit' 


[  New-Tork  £nlrlM,  B.  P ,  p.  4S.  ] 


To  Sir  William  Johnson,  Bart. 


Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations,  to  acknowledge  their 
having  received  your  Letter  of  the  3"*  of  Sepf  last,  and  to  express  to  you  their  great  concern, 
that  you  siiould  lixve  been  obstructt-d  in  your  endeavours  to  engage  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians, 
tlieir  Allies  and  Confederates  in  His  IVliij'>''  interest,  by  measures  which  you  represent  to  be  so 
injurious  to  your  Character,  and  so  prejudicial  to  His  Maj'^'*  service. 

As  M'  Shirley  has  not  in  any  of  his  letters  mentioned  this  affair  to  their  Lordw,  they  are 
at  a  loss  to  guess  at  the  motives  for  a  conduct,  which  appears  to  them  so  inconsistent 
with  the  good  of  the  service  and  with  His  Maj'''"'  views  and  intentions  in  appointing  you  to 
the  Superinlendance  and  direction  of  Indian  affairs.  But  as  so  unhappy  a  misunderstanding 
between  persons  in  so  higii  command,  can  not  fail  of  being  attended  with  very  bad  consequences 
to  the  public  service,  they  have  thought  it  their  duty  to  lay  your  letter  and  the  paper 
transmitted  with  it  before  His  Maj^  to  the  end,  that  His  Maj'J'  may  give  such  directions  thereon 
as  shall  appear  to  be  most  proper. 

I  have  their  LordP""  particular  directions  to  congratulate  you  upon  your  success  at  Lake 

George,  an  event,  '.vhich,  at  the  same  time  that  it  does  the  greatest  honour  and  credit  to 

yourself  and  the  brave  Officers  and  Troops  under  your  Comnand,  cannot  fail  of  being  attended, 

with  very  happy  consequences  to  those  Colonies,  which  have  so  zealously  concurred  in,  and  so 

vigorously  supported,  this  necessary  and  important  expedition.    I  am 

Sir 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  Servant 

onrt  Dt;e.  1755.  John  Pcwnall.  Seci''' 


(Duplicate) 


Governor  Hardy  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[New-York  Pip«r»,  LI.,  No.  2.  ] 

Fort  George  New  York  Dec'  18.  1755. 


My  Lords 

My  last  of  the  27""  of  Nov'  to  your  Lordships  acquainted  you  with  my  return  to  this  city 

from  Albany 

I  met  the  General  Assembly  the  S-"  Inst,  and  inclose  your  Lordships  my  speech  at  the 
opening  the  Session  with  the  addresses  of  his  Matys  Council  and  General  Assembly,  and  my 

answers  to  them 

Tlie  address  from  the  Gen'  Assembly  will  inform  your  Lordships  how  they  are  disposed  to 
comply  with  His  Majestys  Instructions  to  me,  requiring  them  to  pass  a  Law  to  establish  a 
permanent  Fund  for  the  Support  of  Government,     Your  Lordships  will  also  please  to  observe 
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tliey  express  n  concern  that  they  should  be  required  to  pursue  measures  hitherto  unknown  to 
them,  while  the  other  Coionys  are  left  to  practice  the  very  measures  denyed  them;  by  this 
part  of  their  address  I  judge  they  mean  to  insinuate,  that  others  of  His  Majestys  Colonies 
have  been  indulged  in  a  continuation  of  providing  an  annual  support  of  Government,  thougli 
His  Matys  Instructions  have  been  as  full  to  his  Governors,  to  demand  the  Permanent  Revenue, 
as  those  1  have  the  honor  to  receive  for  my  Government  in  this  Administration.  1  have  taken 
the  liberty  particularly  to  observe  on  this  part  of  their  address  to  refer  it  to  your  Lordships 
consideration  how  diflRcult  it  must  be  for  me  to  bring  the  People  here  to  a  compliance  with 
this  His  Majestys  Instruct"  while  the  neighbouring  Governments  and  others  on  this  Continent, 
are  allowed  to  pursue  the  measures  pointed  out  in  this  address. 

From  the  present  situation  of  affairs  on  this  Continent  I  hope  I  shall  stand  excused  in  your 
Lordships  judgment  in  avoiding  a  dispute  with  the  Assembly  on  this  subject,  especially  at  this 
juncture  when  the  most  perfect  harmony  is  so  necessary  in  the  different  parts  of  the  Legislature 

I  find  my  answer  to  their  address  has  had  this  good  effect  and  I  trust  your  Lordships  will 
not  judge  from  it  that  !  have  given  them  any  encouragement  to  hope  I  shall  depart  from  His 
Majestys  Inst.uctions  in  this  particular.  But  at  the  same  time  I  must  inform  your  Lordships 
that  I  do  not  expect  they  will  frame  such  a  Bill  as  that  Instruction  requires,  But  have  reason 
to  hope  they  will  give  up  the  other  points  contained  in  the  Instruction  with  regard  to  Bills 
that  may  be  proper  for  my  assenting  to  on  p^  :  i^nt  or  future  emergencies 

The  short  residence  1  have  had  in  this  city,  since  my  arrival  to  this  Government,  has  not 
enabled  me  to  know  men  &  things  enough  to  be  so  particular  to  your  Lordships  as  I  could 
wish,  1  can  only  thus  far  say  with  respect  to  the  Assembly,  that  they  seemed  very  well  inclined 
to  come  into  every  other  measure  1  have  recommended  to  them  for  the  promoting  His 
Majestys  service 

I  have  this  week  attended  General  Shirley  at  a  Council  of  War  for  determining  the  operativ/ns 

to  be  carryed  on  next  year,  for  the  removing  the  French  from  their  incroachments,  and  securing 

His  Majestys  Rights  on  this  Continent,  which  I  presume  General  Shirley  will  transmit  to 

your  Lordships 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Lordships 

most  obedient  and  humble 

Servant 

Chas.  Hardy 


Sir   William  Johnson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 

[  New-Tork  Paptra,  LI.,  No.  W.  ] 

Fort  Johnson  Dec.  IS.  175d 
My  Lords 

The  treason  of  the  year  anil  other  circumstances  made  it  necessary  to  close  the  Campagne 
and  discharge  the  Provincial  Troops  under  my  command. 


.u,i- 
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When  1  6rst  knew  of  my  appointment  to  Indian  Affaira,  I  repeated  my  desire  of  my  being 
excused  from  my  Military  Command  I  was  sensible,  and  I  pleaded  that  it  would,  as  it  actually 
did,  so  interfere  wiih  my  administration  of  Indian  affairs,  that  I  could  not  attend  them  in  i;;e 
manner  I  wished  to  have  done 

By  my  military  engagem"  I  have  not  been  able  to  be  at  my  own  Houae,  or  in  th«  Indian 
Country,  one  day  ti.ese  four  months,  and  now  I  am  last  got  home,  and  am  just  entering  into 
the  administration  of  Indian  affairs,  so  as  f -.  form  and  conduct  them  to  the  extent  of  n.y 
knowledge  and  abilities  for  the  good  of  His  Majestys  service,  I  am  again  obstructed  and  eve.y 
thing  put  to  a  stand  by  Gen"  Shirleys  senciing  me  a  new  commission  and  Instruction  for 
the  management  of  Indian  affairs,  and  ordering  me  tc  attend  him  either  at  Now  York  or 
Boston,  the  least  of  which  is  200  miies  distant  from  hence  ;  this  journey  I  am  but  ill  quailified 
for,  upon  account  of  my  wound  the  effects  of  which  I  still  feel  I  herewith  transmit  to  your 
Lordships  copies  of  M'  Shirleys  Letter,  Commissions  &  Instructions  and  also  of  my  answer 

Tiio  necessity  I  am  -nder  of  going,  either  to  New  York  or  Boston,  to  know  upon  what 
footing  I  am  to  go  on  with  the  administration  of  Indian  affairs,  or  whether  I  am  to  go  on  at 
all,  will  continue  these  aff'airs  in  a  state  of  confusion,  and  besides  I  am  to  have  a  meeting  with 
some  Indians  of  all  the  Nations  at  this  place  the  22"  of  next  month 

1  propose  to  myself  the  honor  of  writing  to  your  Lordships  an  other  letter  from  New  York 

or  Boston  —  I  am  most  respectfully  Y'  L^p'  &c 

W"  Johnson 


m  '\  *  ■'  » 


General  Shirley  to  Sir   William  Johnson. 

[NeW'Tork  fapan,  U,  No.  It.  ] 


New  York  Dec  V^  1755 


Sir 


You  already  know  I  have  the  honor  to  be  appointed  Coi.nmand'  in  Cheif  of  all  His  Miijestya 
Forces  in  Norih  America,  with  the  same  I'owers  as  the  late  General  Bradd^ck  had 
the  command. 

Inclosed  is  the  8'"  article  of  IT'S  Mnjestys  Instructions  to  me  concerning  Indian  aff'airs,  wltich 
is  a  copy  of  that,  and  the  only  Instruction  which  the  Inte  Gen"  Braddock  had  rehuive  to  that 
matter,  you  will  find  it  reft  rs  to  some  appointment  of  you  to  the  service  therein  mentioned, 
supposed  to  be  made  by  His  iVajesty  before  Gen"  Braddock  lef>  Knghuid,  if  you  have  received 
sue!'  a  commission  — you  will  act  in  pursuance  of  it,  acconiing  to  the  Instructions  you  may  have 
received  viih  't,  nn;l  such  further  Instructions  as  I  do  now  or  shall  hereafter  send  you.  In 
case  you  have  received  no  such  ommission,  you  will  then  act  in  pursuance  to  the  Commission 
which  I  send  you  herewith,  by  virtue  of  the  Power  given  me  by  Hi-  Majesty  and  founded 
upon  the  words  and  intent  of  his  Royal  Instructions,  looking  upon  the  Indians  cail.'d  tlieo 
the  Northern  Indians,  to  bo  intended  of  those  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  whatever  allies  they 
may  have  to  the  Northward 

Inclosed  are  general   Instructions  for  your  Guidance  and  Directions  in  the  execution  of  your 
Trust  and  some  calculated  for  this  occasion  to  which  I  refer  you,  and  to  the  enclosed  papera 
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containing  an  account  of  Governor  Morris's  Intelligence  and  Proceedings  relative  to  the 
Shavyanese,  Delawares,  &  other  Indians  therein  mentioned  and  of  iiis  Messages  to  several 
Tribes  of  the  Six  Nations,  which  last  mentioned  papers  will  throw  light  upon  the  Service,  I 
propose  now  by  directing  you  to  proceed  to  these  Castles 

You  will  let  me  know  by  the  return  of  this  express  whether  you  have  received  any  other 
Commission  than  that  from  the  late  General  Braddock  relative  to  the  care  of  tiie  Indians  and 
how  far  I  may  depend  upon  your  acting  under  the  inclosed  Commission  and  proceeding  in  the 
Service  I  now  direct  you  to  go  upon,  that  in  case  you  may  decline  it,  1  may  otherwise  provide 
against  His  Majestys  Service  being  disappointed  by  that  means 

If  the  advanced  Season  of  the  year,  or  your  state  of  Health  will  not  suffer  you  to  go  as  far 
as  the  Onondaga  Castle  you  will  then  transmit  the  business  by  proper  Messages  to  such  of 
them  as  you  cannot  personally  go  to 

As  the  effectual  execution  of  the  trust  reposed  in  you,  will  on  many  accounts  require  my 
having  an  interview  with  you  as  soon  as  the  business  1  now  direct  you  to  do  will  admit,  I  must 
desire  you  to  let  me  see  you  at  Boston  this  Winter  dome  time  before  the  month  of  March 
at  furthest. 

I  am 

Sir 

Your  most  humble  Serv' 

To  Maj'  Gen"  Johnson.  '  W"  Shirley 


^ .»  ♦  «■  » 


General  Shirley's  Commission  to  Major  General  Johnson. 

[N(w-Tork  Ptpen,  LI.,  N».  IT.] 

By  His  Excell'^  William  Shirley  Esq"  Major  Gen"  and  Commander  in  Chief  of 
all  His  Majestys  Forces  in  North  America 

To  Major  Gen"  Willian  Johnson 

By  virtue  of  the  Power  &  Authority  to  me  given  and  granted  by  His  Majesty  to  appoint  a 
proper  Person  or  Persons  agreable  to  the  Northern  Indians  to  improve  a  good  correspondence 
with  them,  and  to  engage  them  to  take  part,  and  Act  with  His  Majestys  Forces,  in  such 
operations  as  I  shall  think  most  expedient;  I  do  by  these  presents  in  the  name  and  behalf  of 
His  Majesty,  commit  to  your  care  and  management  the  execution  of  the  aforesaid  Trust, 
hereby  appointing  and  fully  authorizing  you  to  repair  to  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations  and 
their  Northern  allies,  and  to  use  your  best  endeavours  to  engage  them  to  take  part  and  act 
with  His  Majestys  Forces  in  such  opperalions  as  I  shall  think  most  expedient  and  according 
to  such  Instructions  as  you  shall  from  time  to  time  receive  from  me.  And  you  are  from  lime  to 
time  to  make  report  to  me  of  your  proceedings  lierein  and  of  all  material  occurrences  which 
may  effect  His  Majestys  Interest  with  tlie  said  liulians 

Given  under  my  hand  and  Seal  at  New  York  this  seventh  day  of 
December  in  the  twenty  uinth  year  of  Hit  Ma"*  lleign 

W  Shirlkv 
By  His  Excellency's  Command 

W*"  Albxanokh  S^cry 
Vol.  IV.  18S» 
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General  Shirley''^  Instructions  to  Major  Genei'al  Johnson. 

[New- York  Fapen,  LI.,  No.  18.] 

Instructions  to  W"  Johnson  Esq" 

1  You  are  on  the  receipt  hereof  to  send  Messengers  to  the  principle  Castles  of  the  Indians 
of  the  Six  Nations  and  endeavour  if  possible  to  have  a  general  meeting  of  their  Cheif  Sachems 
and  Warriors  at  their  antient  Council  Place  at  Onondaga  as  soon  as  may  be  after  you  shall 
receive  these  Instructions  and  the  Commission  therewith. 

2.  You  are  then  to  acquaint  them  that  I  succeed  the  late  General  Braddock  in  his  Command 
and  that  I  have  thought  fit  for  His  Mnjestya  Service  to  commit  to  your  care  the  cultivating  a 
Friendship  between  them  and  the  Northern  Nations  of  Indians  depending  upon  them  and  His 
Majestys  Subjects  and  engageing  them  in  a  firm  alliance  with  His  Majesty  against  the  French 
and  the  Indians  in  their  Interest,  in  the  present  expedition  for  recovering  His  Majestys  just 
rights,  and  the  country  out  of  the  hands  of  the  French. 

3  You  are  then  to  acquaint  them  that  your  calling  them  together  at  this  time,  is  occasioned 
by  the  late  behavior  of  the  Shawanese  and  Delawares  Indians  in  the  Province  of  Pensilvania 

4  You  are  then  to  deliver  them  my  speech  delivered  to  you  herewith  which  you  are  to 
enforce  by  all  arguments  in  your  power  and  with  such  presents  as  you  shall  judge  necessary 
and  you  are  to  endeavor  to  prevail  on  them  to  send  some  of  their  Warriors  to  forbid  the 
Dela»vare  and  Shawanese  Indians  to  commit  any  hostilities  against  the  English  and  in  case 
these  Indians  shall  not  comply  with  such  Orders  to  chastize  them  for  their  Bel  aviour  as  it  bids 
defiance  to  that  Authority  which  the  Six  Nations  always  maintained  against  those  Indians  and 
to  make  them  sensible  that  unless  they  do  that,  they  will  not  only  infallibly  loose  that  authority 
for  ever,  but  with  it  the  Character  of  the  Six  Nations  have  always  sustained  of  being  Masters 
of  those  Indians 

6  You  are  also  to  assure  them  in  the  strongest  Terms  that  I  shall  do  all  in  my  power  to 
protect  them  and  their  AMios  from  any  danger  they  may  apprehend  from  the  French,  and 
particularly  the  Oneidas,  that  agreeable  to  my  promise  to  them  1  have  ordered  Justice  Petri 
to  engage  a  sutficient  number  of  men  to  build  them  a  Fort  of  such  size  and  in  such  place  in 
their  country  as  is  most  convenient  to  them  and  that  I  will  if  they  chuse  to  have  them  this 
Winter  send  an  officer  with  .30  men  to  reside  among  them  as  soon  as  their  Barracks  in  their 
New  Fort  are  ready  to  receive  them 

t)  You  are  to  use  every  expedient  in  your  power  to  cultivate  and  improve  a  good 
correspondence  with  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations  and  their  Allies  and  en<leavour  to 
p.  vail  on  them  to  declare  themselves,  and  to  take  up  the  Hatchet  iigiiinst  the  Trench  & 
their  Indians  as  well  as  to  act  immediately  against  those  who  have  lately  invested  the  borders 
of  Pensilvania,  Maryland  &  Virginia,  as  to  be  ready  to  take  part  &  act  with  His  Majestys  Forces 
in  such  operations  a.s  I  shall  think  most  expedient 

7  You  are  from  time  to  time  to  inform  me  of  your  proceedings  herein,  and  particularly  to 
inform  me  as  soon  as  may  be,  the  answer  of  those  Indians  to  my  speech  now  sent  and 
to  inform  me  of  the  state  of  the  new  Fort  now  building  for  the  OneidiiH  and  when  you  judge 
tiie  Burracks  in  it  will  be  in  a  condition  to  nci-ivo  a  (iarrison  of  His  Majcslys  Tronpn  and 
whether  it  will  be  absolutely  nec»'S8ary  to  send  Troops  to  Garrison  it  this  Wintar,  or  whether 
the  Indians  will  not  be  content  to  be  without  that  Garrison  until  the  Spring 
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8  And  whereas  1  have  great  reason  to  expect  that  a  number  of  the  Sachems  and  Warriors 
of  the  Messagues,  Cheppewes,  and  Outawas  will  meet  me  next  Spring  at  Oswego  &  as  the 
Cheif  Sachems  of  the  Oneidas  and  Cayougas  have  promised  also  to  meet  me  also  then  there, 
and  as  it  will  be  necessary  that  as  general  a  meeting  as  possible  be  had  there  with  the  Indians 
of  the  Six  Nations  you  are  therefore  to  use  your  best  endeavours  to  engage  some  of  the  Cheif 
Sachems  and  Warriors  of  all  the  Six  Nations  to  meet  nie  at  Oswego  early  in  the  Spring  to 
concert  such  measures  as  may  be  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  them  and  us 

Given  under  my  hand  at  New  York  this  tenth  day  of  Dec' 

Annoq.  1755 


W  Shirley 


By  His  Excellencys  Command 

W"  Alexander  Secry. 


Sir   William  Johnson  to  General  Shirley. 

[  New-York  Fapem,  LI,,  No.  19.  ] 

Fort  Johnson  Dec  16.  1755 
Sir 

Your  Excellencys  Paquet  I  received  this  instant  together  with  a  Commission  or  Warrant 
from  you  for  the  Management  of  Indian  Affairs,  also  a  Letter  and  other  Papers  from  Gov""  Morris 
of  I'liiladelphia  concerning  the  Hostilities  committed  and  still  committing  by  the  Indians  on 
the  Frontiers  of  that  and  the  Neighbouring  Provinces,  desiring  I  would  us  my  utmost  endeavors 
to  |)ut  a  stop  to  it 

Oil  my  return  from  Lake  George  I  received  an  account  of  the  cruel  proceedings  of  the  Indiana 
in  them  parts  by  an  express  from  Sir  Charles  Hardy  and  as  soon  as  I  got  home,  despatched 
Messages  to  all  the  six  Nations,  and  also  to  the  Susquehanna  Indians,  Delawares  and 
Sliiiwanese  ac(iiiaiiiting  the  former  of  the  Behavior  of  those  Indians  and  insisted  on  their 
immediate  Inlerpoailion  to  the  latter  who  are  the  people  concerned;  I  sent  a  very  smart 
reprimand  for  their  unnatural  and  unjustifiable  Behaviour  to  their  Brethren  and  Neighbours 
the  Kiiglish  ;  giving  them  a  strong  and  warm  InvUation  to  join  us,  and  turn  their  arms  this 
way  against  the  French  and  their  allies.  What  effect  it  will  now  have  upon  them  I  can't 
pretend  to  say  with  any  certainty,  but  this  much  I  make  bold  to  say,  that  if  I  had  not  been  so 
much  employed  otherwise  this  Time  past  and  for  some  other  Reasons  I  shall  defer  mention" 
now  liidiuii  affairs  would  bo  in  a  much  more  favorable  and  prosperous  way,  and  this  perhaps 
not  have  happened  ; 

I  have  thin  long  time  been  told  there  was  a  Commission  from  His  Majesty  for  me,  and  that 
it  was  sent  by  the  late  (ieneral  Braddock,  but  1  never  received  any,  nor  pay  for  the  one  I  had 
of  him,  allllio'  I  have  neglected  all  my  own  business,  on  account  of  it  and  suffered 
much  thereby 

I  shall  soon  write  your  Excellency  more  fully  and  let  you  know  my  inclinations  regarding 
the  Commission 
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I  proposed  ere  I  received  yours  to  have  a  meeting  of  all  the  Nations  I  could  assemble  at 
this  Season  of  the  year,  in  order  to  settle  matters  with  them  in  the  best  manner  possible,  & 
prepare  them  for  Service  in  the  Spring  it  wrill  take  jome  time  to  get  them  together,  so  that 
I  may  go  to  New  York  for  a  Fortnight,  and  settle  affairs  &  be  back  ere  they  are  assembled. 

I  am 

Your  Excellencys 

Most  obedient  &  mo 

humble  Servant 
•  W"  Johnson. 


f 
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